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GENESISGENESIS
Genesis was probably written between 1440 and 1400 BC. Jewish tradition and the New Testament writers at-
tribute this book to Moses. Since secondary sources and edited comments are included, Moses may be respon-
sible for the core of the writing and may have used other sources for the events that preceded him. The
themes of the book are the beginnings of creation, humanity, and Israel. It chronicles the creation of the world
and reveals God’s desire and plan to have a people of His very own who are set apart to worship Him. Set in the
Middle East, places include the Garden of Eden, Babel, Bethel, Egypt, and Sodom and Gomorrah. Genesis not
only provides an account of God’s creation of the cosmos and the earth, but also it sets the stage for the rest of
the Bible. God is revealed as Creator and Redeemer in Genesis, as it speaks to the creation, fall, and restoration
of humanity. Genesis recounts humanity’s tragic fall into sin and death and God’s unfolding plan of redemption
through His covenant with Abraham and his descendants.

The CrThe Creationeation

In the beginning God created the heavens and
the earth. 22 The earth was formless and void, ††

darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the
Spirit of God was moving †††† over the surface of the wa-
ter.

33 God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light.
44 God saw that the light was good, and God separat-
ed the light from the darkness. 55 God called the light
Day, and the darkness He called Night. So the
evening and the morning were the first day.
66 Then God said, “Let there be an expanse in the
midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters
from the waters.” 77 So God made the expanse and
separated the waters which were under the expanse
from the waters which were above the expanse. And
it was so. 88 God called the expanse Heaven. So the
evening and the morning were the second day.
99 Then God said, “Let the waters under the heavens
be gathered together into one place, and let the dry
land appear.” And it was so. 1010 God called the dry
land Earth, and the gathering together of the waters
He called Seas. Then God saw that it was good.

1111 Then God said, “Let the earth produce vegetation: ‡‡

plants yielding seed and fruit trees on the earth yield-
ing fruit after their kind with seed in them.” And it was
so. 1212 The earth produced vegetation, plants yielding
seed after their kind and trees yielding fruit with seed
in them after their kind. And God saw that it was good.
1313 So the evening and the morning were the third day.

1414 And God said, “Let there be lights in the expanse
of the heavens to separate the day from the night,
and let them be signs to indicate seasons, and days,
and years. 1515 Let them be lights in the expanse of the
heavens to give light on the earth.” And it was so.
† Or a a waste and emptiness. †† Or a hovering. ‡ Or a

grass.

1616 God made two great lights: the greater light to
rule the day and the lesser light to rule the night. He
made the stars also. 1717 Then God set them in the ex-
panse of the heavens to give light on the earth, 1818 to
rule over the day and over the night, and to divide
the light from the darkness. Then God saw that it
was good. 1919 So the evening and the morning were
the fourth day.
2020 Then God said, “Let the waters swarm with
swarms of living creatures and let the birds fly
above the earth in the open expanse of the heav-
ens.” 2121 So God created great sea creatures and
every living thing that moves, with which the waters
swarmed, according to their kind, and every winged
bird according to its kind. And God saw that it was
good. 2222 Then God blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful
and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let
the birds multiply on the earth.” 2323 So the evening
and the morning were the fifth day.
2424 Then God said, “Let the earth bring forth living
creatures according to their kinds: livestock, and
creeping things, and beasts of the earth according
to their kinds.” And it was so. 2525 So God made the
beasts of the earth according to their kind, and the
livestock according to their kind, and everything that
creeps on the earth according to its kind. And God
saw that it was good.

2626 Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, af-
ter our likeness, and let them have dominion over the
fish of the sea, and over the birds of the air, and over
the livestock, and over all the earth, and over every
creeping thing that creeps on the earth.”

2727 So God created man in His own image;
in the image of God He created him;
male and female He created them.

2828 God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful
and multiply, and replenish the earth and subdue it.
Rule over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the
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33

air and over every living thing that moves on the
earth.”

2929 Then God said, “See, I have given you every plant
yielding seed which is on the face of all the earth and
every tree which has fruit yielding seed. It shall be
food for you. 3030 To every beast of the earth and to
every bird of the air and to everything that creeps on
the earth which has the breath of life in it, I have given
every green plant for food.” And it was so.

3131 God saw everything that He had made, and indeed
it was very good. So the evening and the morning
were the sixth day.

So the heavens and the earth, and all their hosts,
were finished.

22 On the seventh day God completed His work which
He had done, and He rested on the seventh day
from all His work which He had done. 33 Then God
blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because
on it He had rested from all His work which He had
created and made.

Adam and EveAdam and Eve
44 This is the account †† of the heavens and the earth

when they were created.
In the day that the LORD God made the earth and

the heavens, 55 no shrub of the field was yet on the
earth, and no plant of the field had yet sprouted, for
the LORD God had not caused it to rain on the earth,
and there was no man to cultivate the ground. 66 But a
mist †††† arose from the earth and watered the whole
surface of the ground. 77 Then the LORD God formed
man from the dust of the ground and breathed into
his nostrils the breath of life, and man became a living
being.

88 The LORD God planted a garden in the east, in
Eden, and there He placed the man whom He had
formed. 99 Out of the ground the LORD God made to
grow every tree that is pleasant to the sight and good
for food. The tree of life was also in the midst of the
garden, along with the tree of knowledge of good and
evil.

1010 A river flowed out of Eden to water the garden,
and from there it parted and became four rivers.
1111 The name of the first is Pishon; it encompasses the
whole land of Havilah, where there is gold. 1212 The gold
of that land is good; bdellium and the onyx stone are
there. 1313 The name of the second river is Gihon; it en-
compasses the whole land of Cush. 1414 The name of the
third river is Tigris; it goes toward the east of Assyria.
The fourth river is the Euphrates.

1515 The LORD God took the man and put him in the
garden of Eden to till it and to keep it. 1616 And the LORD
God commanded the man, saying, “Of every tree of
the garden you may freely eat, 1717 but of the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in
the day that you eat from it you will surely die.”

† Lit. a These are the generations. †† Or a flow.

1818 Then the LORD God said, “It is not good that the
man should be alone. I will make him a helper suitable
for him.”

1919 Out of the ground the LORD God formed every
beast of the field and every bird of the sky, and
brought them to the man to see what he would call
them. Whatever the man called every living creature,
that was its name. 2020 The man gave names to all the
livestock, to the birds of the sky, and to every beast of
the field, but for Adam ‡‡ there was not found a helper
suitable for him.

2121 So the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall on
Adam, and he slept. Then He took one of his ribs and
closed up the place with flesh. 2222 Then the rib which
the LORD God had taken from man, He made into a
woman, and He brought her to the man.

2323 Then Adam said,
“This is now bone of my bones
and flesh of my flesh;

she will be called Woman,
for she was taken out of Man.”

2424 Therefore a man will leave his father and his mother
and be joined to his wife, and they will become one
flesh.

2525 They were both naked, the man and his wife, and
were not ashamed.

The FallThe Fall

Now the serpent was more subtle than any beast
of the field which the LORD God had made. And

he said to the woman, “Has God said, ‘You shall not eat
of any tree of the garden’?”

22 And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of
the fruit from the trees of the garden; 33 but from the
fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden,
God has said, ‘You will not eat of it, nor will you touch
it, or else you will die.’”

44 Then the serpent said to the woman, “You surely
will not die! 55 For God knows that on the day you eat of
it your eyes will be opened and you will be like God,
knowing good and evil.”

66 When the woman saw that the tree was good for
food, that it was pleasing to the eyes and a tree desir-
able to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate;
and she gave to her husband with her, and he ate.
77 Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew
that they were naked. So they sewed fig leaves togeth-
er and made coverings for themselves.

88 Then they heard the sound of the LORD God walk-
ing in the garden in the cool of the day, and the man
and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the
LORD God among the trees of the garden. 99 The LORD
God called to the man and said to him, “Where are
you?”

1010 He said, “I heard Your voice in the garden and was
afraid because I was naked, so I hid myself.”

‡ MT a the man, or the Adamthe Adam
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1111 And He said, “Who told you that you were naked?
Have you eaten from the tree of which I commanded
you not to eat?”

1212 The man said, “The woman whom You gave to be
with me, she gave me fruitfruit of the tree, and I ate.”

1313 Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What
have you done?”

And the woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and
I ate.”

1414 The LORD God said to the serpent: “Because you
have done this,
You are cursed above all livestock,
and above every beast of the field;
you will go on your belly,
and you will eat dust
all the days of your life.
1515 I will put enmity
between you and the woman,
and between your offspring and her offspring;

he will bruise your head,
and you will bruise his heel.”

1616 To the woman He said,
“I will greatly multiply your pain in childbirth,
and in pain you will bring forth children;

your desire will be for your husband,
and he will rule over you.”

1717 And to Adam He said, “Because you have listened
to the voice of your wife and have eaten from the tree
about which I commanded you, saying, ‘You shall not
eat of it,’
Cursed is the ground on account of you;
in hard labor you will eat of it
all the days of your life.

1818 Thorns and thistles it will bring forth for you,
and you will eat the plants of the field.

1919 By the sweat of your face
you will eat bread

until you return to the ground,
because out of it you were taken;

for you are dust,
and to dust you will return.”

2020 The man called his wife’s name Eve because she
was the mother of all the living.

2121 The LORD God made garments of skins for both
Adam and his wife and clothed them. 2222 The LORD God
said, “The man has become like one of us, knowing
good and evil. And now, he might reach out his hand,
and take also from the tree of life, and eat, and live
forever”— 2323 therefore the LORD God sent him out
from the garden of Eden, to till the ground from which
he was taken. 2424 He drove the man out, and at the east
of the garden of Eden He placed the cherubim and a
flaming sword which turned in every direction, to
guard the way to the tree of life.

Cain and AbelCain and Abel

Adam had relations with his wife Eve, and she
conceived, gave birth to Cain and said, “I have

gotten a man with the help of the LORD .” 22 Then she
gave birth again to his brother Abel.

And Abel was a keeper of flocks, but Cain was a tiller
of the ground. 33 In the course of time Cain brought an
offering to the LORD of the fruit of the ground. 44 Abel
also brought the firstborn of his flock and of their fat
portions. And the LORD had respect for Abel and for
his offering, 55 but for Cain and for his offering, He did
not have respect. And Cain was very angry and his
countenance fell.

66 The LORD said to Cain, “Why are you angry? Why is
your countenance fallen? 77 If you do well, shall you not
be accepted? †† But if you do not do well, sin is crouch-
ing at the door. It desires to dominate you, but you
must rule over it.”

88 Cain told Abel his brother. And it came about, when
they were in the field, that Cain rose up against his
brother Abel and killed him.

99 The LORD said to Cain, “Where is Abel your broth-
er?”

He said, “I do not know. Am I my brother’s keeper?”
1010 And then He said, “What have you done? The voice

of your brother’s blood is crying out to Me from the
ground. 1111 Now you are cursed from the ground which
opened its mouth to receive your brother’s blood from
your hand. 1212 From now on when you till the ground, it
will not yield for you its best. You will be a fugitive and
a wanderer on the earth.”

1313 Then Cain said to the LORD , “My punishment is
more than I can bear. 1414 You have driven me out this
day from the face of the earth, and from your face will
I be hidden; and I will be a fugitive and a vagabond in
the earth, and it will happen that anyone who finds
me will kill me.”

1515 So the LORD said to him, “Therefore whoever kills
Cain, vengeance will be taken on him sevenfold.” Then
the LORD put a mark upon Cain, so that no one find-
ing him would kill him. 1616 Then Cain went out from the
presence of the LORD and settled in the land of Nod,
east of Eden.

1717 Cain had relations with his wife, and she conceived
and gave birth to Enoch. He built a city and called the
name of the city after the name of his son, Enoch. 1818 To
Enoch was born Irad, and Irad was the father of Mehu-
jael, and Mehujael was the father of Methushael, and
Methushael was the father of Lamech.

1919 Lamech took two wives. The name of one was
Adah, and the name of the other Zillah. 2020 Adah gave
birth to Jabal. He was the father of those who dwell in
tents and have livestock. 2121 His brother’s name was
Jubal. He was the father of all those who play the harp
and flute. 2222 Zillah gave birth to Tubal-Cain, a forger of
every tool of bronze and iron. The sister of Tubal-Cain
was Naamah.

2323 Lamech said to his wives:
“Adah and Zillah, hear my voice,
you wives of Lamech, and listen to my speech.
† Or a uplifted.
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For I have killed a man for wounding me,
a young man who hurt me.

2424 If Cain will be avenged sevenfold,
then truly Lamech seventy-sevenfold.”

2525 Adam had relations with his wife again, and she
had another son and called his name Seth, for she
said, “God has granted me another offspring instead
of Abel because Cain killed him.” 2626 To Seth also was
born a son, and he called his name Enosh.

At that time men began to call on the name of the
LORD .

AdamAdam’’s Descendantss Descendants

This is the book of the generations of Adam.
In the day when God created man, He made

him in the likeness of God. 22 He created them male
and female. He blessed them and called them
Mankind in the day when they were created.

33 Adam lived a hundred and thirty years and became
the father of a son in his own likeness, after his own
image, and called his name Seth. 44 The days of Adam
after he became the father of Seth were eight hun-
dred years, and he had other sons and daughters. 55 So
all the days that Adam lived were nine hundred and
thirty years, and he died.

66 Seth lived one hundred and five years and became
the father of Enosh. 77 Seth lived after the birth of
Enosh eight hundred and seven years and had other
sons and daughters. 88 So all the days of Seth were nine
hundred and twelve years, and he died.

99 Enosh lived ninety years and became the father of
Kenan. 1010 Enosh lived after the birth of Kenan eight
hundred and fifteen years and had other sons and
daughters. 1111 So all the days of Enosh were nine hun-
dred and five years, and he died.

1212 Kenan lived seventy years and became the father
of Mahalalel. 1313 Kenan lived after the birth of Mahalalel
eight hundred and forty years and had other sons and
daughters. 1414 So all the days of Kenan were nine hun-
dred and ten years, and he died.

1515 Mahalalel lived sixty-five years and became the fa-
ther of Jared. 1616 Mahalalel lived after the birth of Jared
eight hundred and thirty years and had other sons
and daughters. 1717 So all the days of Mahalalel were
eight hundred and ninety-five years, and he died.

1818 Jared lived one hundred and sixty-two years and
became the father of Enoch. 1919 Jared lived after the
birth of Enoch eight hundred years and had other
sons and daughters. 2020 So all the days of Jared were
nine hundred and sixty-two years, and he died.

2121 Enoch lived sixty-five years and became the father
of Methuselah. 2222 Enoch walked with God after the
birth of Methuselah for three hundred years and had
other sons and daughters. 2323 So all the days of Enoch
were three hundred and sixty-five years. 2424 Enoch
walked with God, and then he was no more because
God took him.

2525 Methuselah lived one hundred and eighty-seven
years and became the father of Lamech. 2626 Methuselah
lived after the birth of Lamech seven hundred and
eighty-two years and had other sons and daughters.
2727 So all the days of Methuselah were nine hundred
and sixty-nine years, and he died.

2828 Lamech lived one hundred and eighty-two years
and had a son. 2929 He named his son Noah, saying,
“This one will comfort us concerning our work and the
toil of our hands because of the ground which the
LORD has cursed.” 3030 Lamech lived after the birth of
Noah five hundred and ninety-five years and had oth-
er sons and daughters. 3131 So all the days of Lamech
were seven hundred and seventy-seven years, and he
died.

3232 Noah was five hundred years old and became the
father of Shem, Ham, and Japheth.

ManMan’’s Wickednesss Wickedness

When men began to multiply on the face of the
earth and daughters were born to them, 22 the

sons of God saw that the daughters of men were fair
and took as wives any they chose. 33 The LORD said,
“My Spirit will not always strive with man, for he is
flesh; yet his days will be a hundred and twenty years.”

44 The Nephilim were on the earth in those days, and
also after that, when the sons of God came in to the
daughters of men, and they bore children to them.
These were the mighty men who were of old, men of
renown.

55 The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was
great on the earth, and that every intent of the
thoughts of his heart was continually only evil. 66 The
LORD was sorry that He had made man on the earth,
and it grieved Him in His heart. 77 So the LORD said, “I
will destroy man, whom I have created, from the face
of the earth—both man and beast, and the creeping
things, and the birds of the sky, for I am sorry that I
have made them.” 88 But Noah found grace in the eyes
of the LORD .

Noah and the FloodNoah and the Flood
99 These are the generations of Noah.
Noah was a just man and blameless among his con-

temporaries. Noah walked with God. 1010 Noah had
three sons: Shem, Ham, and Japheth.

1111 The earth was corrupt before God and filled with
violence. 1212 God looked on the earth and saw it was
corrupt, for all flesh had corrupted their way on the
earth. 1313 So God said to Noah, “The end of all flesh is
come before Me, for the earth is filled with violence
because of them. Now I will destroy them with the
earth. 1414 Make an ark of cypress wood for yourself.
Make rooms in the ark, and cover it inside and out
with pitch. 1515 And this is how you must make it: The
length of the ark will be three hundred cubits, the
width of it fifty cubits, and the height of it thirty cubits.
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††1616 Make an opening †††† one cubit ‡‡ below the top of the
ark all around; and you must set the door of the ark
on the side. Make it with a lower, a second, and a third
story. 1717 I will bring a flood of waters on the earth to
destroy all flesh, wherever there is the breath of life
under heaven, and everything that is on the earth will
die. 1818 But I will establish My covenant with you; you
must go into the ark—you, and your sons, and your
wife, and your sons’ wives with you. 1919 Bring every liv-
ing thing of all flesh, two of every kind, into the ark to
keep them alive with you. They shall be male and fe-
male. 2020 Two of every kind of bird, of every kind of ani-
mal, and of every kind of creeping thing of the earth
will come to you to be kept alive. 2121 Also, take with you
of every kind of food that is eaten and gather it to
yourself, and it will be for food for you and for them.”

2222 Noah did this; he did all that God commanded
him.

The LORD said to Noah, “You and your entire
household go into the ark, for you alone I have

seen to be righteous before Me among this genera-
tion. 22 Take with you seven each of every clean animal,
the male and its female, and two each of every un-
clean animal, the male and its female, 33 and seven
each of birds of the air, the male and female, to keep
offspring alive on the face of all the earth. 44 In seven
days I will cause it to rain on the earth for forty days
and forty nights, and every living thing that I have
made I will destroy from the face of the earth.”

55 And Noah did according to all that the LORD com-
manded him.

66 Noah was six hundred years old when the floodwa-
ters came upon the earth. 77 And Noah went with his
sons and his wife and his sons’ wives into the ark be-
cause of the floodwaters. 88 Everything that creeps on
the land from clean and unclean animals and birds
99 came in two by two, male and female, to Noah into
the ark, as God had commanded Noah. 1010 After seven
days, the waters of the flood were on the earth.

1111 In the six hundredth year of Noah’s life, in the sec-
ond month, on the seventeenth day of the month, the
same day, all the fountains of the great deep burst
open and the floodgates of the heavens were opened.
1212 The rain fell upon the earth for forty days and forty
nights.

1313 On the very same day Noah and the sons of Noah,
Shem, Ham, and Japheth, and Noah’s wife, and the
three wives of his sons with them, entered the ark.
1414 They and every wild animal according to its kind,
and all the livestock according to their kind, and every
creeping thing that creeps on the earth according to
its kind, and every bird according to its kind, every bird
of every sort, 1515 went with Noah into the ark, two by
two of all flesh in which was the breath of life. 1616 So

† About 450 feet long, 75 feet wide, and 45 feet high; or 135
meters long, 23 meters wide, and 14 meters high. †† Or a roof.
‡ About 18 inches, or 45 centimeters.

they went in, male and female of all flesh, just as God
had commanded him; then the LORD shut him in.

1717 The flood was on the earth forty days, and the wa-
ter increased and lifted up the ark, so that it rose up
above the earth. 1818 The water prevailed and increased
greatly upon the earth, and the ark floated on the sur-
face of the water. 1919 The water prevailed exceedingly
on the earth, and all the high mountains that were un-
der the whole heaven were covered. 2020 The waters pre-
vailed upward and the mountains were covered fifteen
cubits deep. ‡†‡†2121 All flesh that moved on the earth died:
birds and livestock and beasts, and every creeping
thing that crept on the earth, and every man. 2222 All in
whose nostrils was the breath of life, all that was on
the dry land, died. 2323 So He blotted out every living
thing which was on the face of the ground, both man
and animals and the creeping things and the birds of
the heavens. They were blotted out from the earth,
and only Noah and those who were with him in the ark
remained alive.

2424 The waters prevailed on the earth for one hundred
and fifty days.

The Flood RecedesThe Flood Recedes

God remembered Noah and every living thing
and all the livestock that were with him in the ark.

So God made a wind to pass over the earth, and the
water receded. 22 Also the fountains of the deep and
the floodgates of heaven were closed, and the rain
from the heavens was restrained. 33 The water receded
steadily from the earth, and after the end of one hun-
dred and fifty days the waters decreased. 44 The ark
rested in the seventh month, on the seventeenth day
of the month, on the mountains of Ararat. 55 The water
continually decreased until the tenth month. In the
tenth month, on the first day of the month, the tops of
the mountains became visible.

66 Then at the end of forty days, Noah opened the
window of the ark which he had made, 77 and he sent
forth a raven, which went to and fro until the waters
were dried up on the earth. 88 Then he sent out a dove
to see if the waters had subsided from the face of the
ground. 99 But the dove found no rest for the sole of
her foot, so she returned to him into the ark, for the
waters were on the surface of all the earth. Then he
put forth his hand, and took her, and brought her into
the ark to himself. 1010 He waited yet another seven
days, and again he sent out the dove from the ark.
1111 The dove came to him in the evening, and in her
mouth there was a freshly plucked olive leaf. So Noah
knew that the waters had receded from the earth.
1212 He waited another seven days and sent out the dove
again, but it did not return to him again.

1313 So in the six hundred and first year, in the first
month, the first day of the month, the waters were
dried up from the earth; and Noah removed the cover-
ing of the ark, and looked, and saw the surface of the

‡† About 23 feet, or 6.8 meters.
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1010

ground was dry. 1414 In the second month, on the twen-
ty-seventh day of the month, the earth was dry.

1515 Then God spoke to Noah, saying, 1616 “Go out of the
ark, you and your wife, and your sons and your sons’
wives with you. 1717 Bring out with you every living thing
of all flesh that is with you, birds and animals, and
every creeping thing that creeps on the earth, so that
they may breed abundantly on the earth and be fruit-
ful and multiply on the earth.”

1818 So Noah and his sons and his wife and his sons’
wives went out. 1919 Every beast, every creeping thing,
every bird, and everything that moves on the earth,
according to their families, went out of the ark.

2020 Then Noah built an altar to the LORD and took of
every clean animal and of every clean bird and offered
burnt offerings on the altar. 2121 The LORD smelled a
soothing aroma; and the LORD said in His heart, “I will
never again curse the ground because of man, for the
inclination of man’s heart is evil from his youth, nor
will I again destroy every living thing as I have done.

2222 While the earth remains,
seedtime and harvest,
cold and heat,
summer and winter,
and day and night
will not cease.”

The Noahic CoThe Noahic Covenantvenant

Then God blessed Noah and his sons and said to
them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth.

22 Every beast of the earth and every bird of the sky and
all that moves on the earth and all the fish of the sea
will fear you and be terrified of you. They are given in-
to your hand. 33 Every moving thing that lives will be
food for you. I give you everything, just as I gave you
the green plant.

44 “Only you shall not eat flesh with its life, that isthat is , its
blood. 55 But for your own lifeblood I will surely require
a reckoning; from every animal will I require it; of man,
too, will I require a reckoning for human life, of every
man for that of his fellow man.

66 Whoever sheds the blood of man,
by man shall his blood be shed;

for God made man
in His own image.

77 And as for you, be fruitful and multiply; increase
abundantly in the earth and multiply in it.”

88 Again God spoke to Noah and to his sons with him,
saying, 99 “As for Me, I establish My covenant with you,
and with your descendants after you; 1010 and with every
living creature that is with you, the birds, the livestock,
and every beast of the earth with you; of all that
comes out of the ark, every beast of the earth. 1111 I es-
tablish My covenant with you. Never again shall all
flesh be cut off by the waters of a flood. Never again
shall there be a flood to destroy the earth.”

1212 Then God said, “This is the sign of the covenant
which I am making between Me and you and every liv-

ing creature that is with you, for all future generations.
1313 I have set My rainbow in the cloud, and it shall be a
sign of a covenant between Me and the earth. 1414 When
I bring a cloud over the earth, the rainbow will be seen
in the cloud; 1515 then I will remember My covenant,
which is between Me and you and every living creature
of all flesh, and the waters will never again become a
flood to destroy all flesh. 1616 The rainbow will appear in
the cloud, and I will see it and remember the everlast-
ing covenant between God and every living creature of
all flesh that is on the earth.”

1717 So God said to Noah, “This is the sign of the
covenant that I have established between Me and all
flesh that is on the earth.”

The Sons of NoahThe Sons of Noah
1818 The sons of Noah who went forth from the ark

were Shem, Ham, and Japheth. Ham was the father of
Canaan. 1919 These were the three sons of Noah, and
from them the whole earth was populated.

2020 Noah began to be a man of the soil, and he plant-
ed a vineyard. 2121 Then he drank some of the wine and
became drunk, and lay uncovered in his tent. 2222 And
Ham, the father of Canaan, saw the nakedness of his
father, and told his two brothers outside. 2323 So Shem
and Japheth took a garment, and laid it upon both
their shoulders, and went backward, and covered the
nakedness of their father. Their faces were turned
away, and they did not see their father’s nakedness.

2424 When Noah awoke from his wine and knew what
his younger son had done to him, 2525 he said,
“Canaan be cursed!
He will be a servant of servants
to his brothers.”

2626 He also said,
“Blessed be the LORD God of Shem,
and let Canaan be his servant.

2727 May God enlarge Japheth,
and may he dwell in the tents of Shem,
and may Canaan be his servant.”

2828 Noah lived after the flood three hundred and fifty
years. 2929 All the days of Noah were nine hundred and
fifty years, and then he died.

The TThe Table of Nationsable of Nations

Now these are the generations of Shem, Ham,
and Japheth, the sons of Noah. And sons were

born to them after the flood.

The JaphethitesThe Japhethites
1Ch 1:5–7

22 The sons of Japheth were
Gomer, Magog, Madai, Javan, Tubal, Meshek, and
Tiras.

33 The sons of Gomer were
Ashkenaz, Riphath, and Togarmah.

44 The sons of Javan were
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Elishah, Tarshish, the Kittites, and the Rodanites.
55 From these the coastlands of the nations were
divided †† into their lands, everyone according to
his tongue, according to their families, by their na-
tions.

The HamitesThe Hamites
1Ch 1:8–16

66 The sons of Ham were
Cush, Egypt, Put, and Canaan.

77 The sons of Cush were
Seba, Havilah, Sabtah, Raamah, and Sabteka;

and the sons of Raamah were
Sheba and Dedan.

88 Cush was the father of Nimrod. He became a
mighty one on the earth. 99 He was a mighty hunter be-
fore the LORD . Therefore it is said, “Even like Nimrod
the mighty hunter before the LORD .” 1010 The beginning
of his kingdom was Babel, †††† Uruk, Akkad, and Kalneh
in the land of Shinar. 1111 From that land he went to As-
syria and built Nineveh, the city Rehoboth Ir, and
Calah, 1212 and Resen between Nineveh and Calah (that
is the principal city).

1313 Egypt was the father of
the Ludites, Anamites, Lehabites, Naphtuhites,
1414 Pathrusites, Kasluhites (from whom came the
Philistines), and Caphtorites.

1515 Canaan was the father of
Sidon his firstborn and Heth, 1616 and the Jebusites,
Amorites, Girgashites, 1717 Hivites, Arkites, Sinites,
1818 Arvadites, Zemarites, and the Hamathites.

Later the families of the Canaanites spread abroad.
1919 The border of the Canaanites was from Sidon to-
ward Gerar to Gaza, and then to Sodom, Gomorrah,
Admah, Zeboyim, as far as Lasha.

2020 These are the sons of Ham, according to their fam-
ilies, according to their languages, in their lands and in
their nations.

The SemitesThe Semites
Ge 11:10–27; 1Ch 1:17–27

2121 To Shem, who was the father of all the children of
Eber, whose older brother was Japheth, ‡‡ were sons
born also.

2222 The sons of Shem were
Elam, Ashur, Arphaxad, Lud, and Aram.

2323 The sons of Aram were
Uz, Hul, Gether, and Meshek.

2424 Arphaxad was the father of Shelah,
and Shelah was the father of Eber.

2525 To Eber were born two sons.
The name of one was Peleg, for in his days the
earth was divided; his brother’s name was Joktan.

2626 Joktan was the father of
Almodad, Sheleph, Hazarmaveth, Jerah, 2727 Hado-
ram, Uzal, Diklah, 2828 Obal, Abimael, Sheba,

† Or a separated themselves. †† Or a Babylon. ‡ Or a the
older brother of Japheth.

2929 Ophir, Havilah, and Jobab. All these were the
sons of Joktan.

3030 Their dwelling place was from Mesha all the way to
Sephar, the hill country of the east.

3131 These are the sons of Shem, by their families and
their language, in their lands and their nations.

3232 These are the families of the sons of Noah, accord-
ing to their generations, in their nations. From these
were the nations divided in the earth after the flood.

The TThe Toower of Babelwer of Babel

Now the whole earth had one language and the
same words. 22 As the people journeyed from the

east, they found a plain in the land of Shinar and set-
tled there.

33 They said to each other, “Let us make bricks and
bake them thoroughly.” And they had brick for stone
and tar for mortar. 44 Then they said, “Come, let us
build us a city and a tower, whose top will reach to
heaven, and let us make a name for ourselves; other-
wise we will be scattered abroad over the face of the
whole earth.”

55 But the LORD came down to see the city and the
tower that the sons of men built. 66 The LORD said, “The
people are one and they have one language, and this
is only the beginning of what they will do; now nothing
that they propose to do will be impossible for them.
77 Come, let us go down and there confuse their lan-
guage, so that they may not understand one another’s
speech.”

88 So the LORD scattered them abroad from there
over the face of all the earth, and they stopped build-
ing the city. 99 Therefore the name of it was called Ba-
bel, because there the LORD confused the language of
all the earth. From there the LORD scattered them
abroad over the face of all the earth.

ShemShem’’s Descendantss Descendants
Ge 10:21–31; 1Ch 1:17–27

1010 These are the generations of Shem.
Shem was a hundred years old, and two years after

the flood he became the father of Arphaxad. 1111 Shem
lived after the birth of Arphaxad five hundred years,
and had other sons and daughters.

1212 Arphaxad lived thirty-five years, and became the
father of Shelah. 1313 Arphaxad lived after the birth of
Shelah four hundred and three years, and had other
sons and daughters.

1414 Shelah lived thirty years, and became the father of
Eber. 1515 Shelah lived after the birth of Eber four hun-
dred and three years, and had other sons and daugh-
ters.

1616 Eber lived thirty-four years, and became the father
of Peleg. 1717 Eber lived after the birth of Peleg four hun-
dred and thirty years, and had other sons and daugh-
ters.
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1818 Peleg lived thirty years, and became the father of
Reu. 1919 Peleg lived after the birth of Reu two hundred
and nine years, and had other sons and daughters.

2020 Reu lived thirty-two years, and became the father
of Serug. 2121 Reu lived after the birth of Serug two hun-
dred and seven years, and had other sons and daugh-
ters.

2222 Serug lived thirty years, and became the father of
Nahor. 2323 Serug lived after the birth of Nahor two hun-
dred years, and had other sons and daughters.

2424 Nahor lived twenty-nine years, and became the fa-
ther of Terah. 2525 Nahor lived after the birth of Terah
one hundred and nineteen years, and had other sons
and daughters.

2626 Now Terah lived seventy years, and became the fa-
ther of Abram, Nahor, and Haran.

TTererahah’’s Descendantss Descendants
2727 These are the generations of Terah.
Terah became the father of Abram, Nahor, and Ha-

ran, and Haran became the father of Lot. 2828 Haran died
before his father Terah in the land of his birth, in Ur of
the Chaldeans. 2929 Abram and Nahor took wives. The
name of Abram’s wife was Sarai, and the name of Na-
hor’s wife, Milkah, the daughter of Haran, the father of
Milkah and the father of Iskah. 3030 But Sarai was barren;
she had no child.

3131 Terah took his son Abram and his grandson Lot,
son of Haran, and his daughter-in-law Sarai, his son
Abram’s wife, and they went out together from Ur of
the Chaldeans to go into the land of Canaan; but when
they came to Harran, they settled there.

3232 The days of Terah were two hundred and five
years, and Terah died in Harran.

The Call of AbrThe Call of Abramam

Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your
country, your family, and your father’s house to

the land that I will show you.
22 I will make of you a great nation;
I will bless you

and make your name great,
so that you will be a blessing.

33 I will bless them who bless you
and curse him who curses you, ††

and in you all families of the earth
will be blessed.”

44 So Abram departed, as the LORD had spoken to
him, and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five
years old when he departed from Harran. 55 Abram
took Sarai his wife, Lot his brother’s son, and all their
possessions that they had accumulated, and the peo-
ple that they had acquired in Harran, and they set out
for the land of Canaan. They came to the land of
Canaan.

† Or a treats you lightly.

66 Then Abram passed through the land to the place
of Shechem, to the oak of Moreh. The Canaanites were
in the land at that time. 77 The LORD appeared to
Abram and said, “To your descendants I will give this
land.” So he built an altar to the LORD , who had ap-
peared to him.

88 From there he continued on to a mountain to the
east of Bethel and pitched his tent, having Bethel on
the west and Ai on the east. There he built an altar to
the LORD and called on the name of the LORD . 99 Then
Abram continued his journey toward the Negev.

AbrAbram in Egyptam in Egypt
Ge 20:1–18; 26:1–11

1010 Now there was a famine in the land, so Abram
went down to Egypt to live there, for the famine was
severe in the land. 1111 When he was getting near to
Egypt, he said to Sarai his wife, “I know you are a
beautiful woman. 1212 Therefore, when the Egyptians see
you, they will say, ‘This is his wife.’ They will then kill
me, but they will let you live. 1313 Say you are my sister
so that I may be treated well for your sake. Then my
life will be spared because of you.”

1414 So when Abram entered Egypt, the Egyptians saw
that Sarai was very beautiful. 1515 The princes of Pharaoh
saw her and commended her to Pharaoh, and she was
taken into Pharaoh’s house. 1616 He treated Abram well
for her sake and he had sheep and livestock, male and
female donkeys, male and female servants, and
camels.

1717 But the LORD afflicted Pharaoh and his house with
great plagues because of Abram’s wife, Sarai. 1818 So
Pharaoh called Abram, and said, “What have you done
to me? Why did you not tell me that she was your
wife? 1919 Why did you say, ‘She is my sister’? I might
have taken her as my wife. Now here is your wife; take
her and leave.” 2020 Pharaoh commanded his men con-
cerning him, and they sent him away with his wife and
all that he had.

AbrAbram and Lotam and Lot

So Abram went up from Egypt to the Negev, he
and his wife and all that he had, and Lot with

him. 22 Abram was very wealthy in livestock, in silver
and in gold.

33 He continued on his journey from the Negev and
came to Bethel, to the place where his tent had been
at the beginning, between Bethel and Ai, 44 to the place
where he first made an altar. There Abram called on
the name of the LORD .

55 Now Lot, who went with Abram, also had flocks and
herds and tents. 66 But the land was not able to support
them both dwelling together because their posses-
sions were so great. 77 And there was strife between
the herdsmen of Abram’s livestock and the herdsmen
of Lot’s livestock. The Canaanites and the Perizzites
dwelled in the land at that time.
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88 So Abram said to Lot, “Let there be no strife, I ask
you, between me and you, and between my herdsmen
and your herdsmen, for we are close relatives. 99 Is not
the whole land before you? Please separate from me.
If you will go to the left, then I will go to the right, or if
you take the right, then I will go to the left.”

1010 Lot lifted up his eyes, and looked at all the valley of
the Jordan, that it was well watered everywhere like
the garden of the LORD , like the land of Egypt as you
go to Zoar. This was before the LORD destroyed
Sodom and Gomorrah. 1111 Then Lot chose for himself
the entire valley of the Jordan and journeyed east, and
the two of them separated from each other. 1212 Abram
dwelled in the land of Canaan, and Lot dwelled in the
cities of the valley and pitched his tent as far as
Sodom. 1313 Now the men of Sodom were exceedingly
wicked and sinners against the LORD .

1414 After Lot had departed from him, the LORD said to
Abram, “Lift up now your eyes, and look from the place
where you are, northward and southward and east-
ward and westward. 1515 All the land that you see I will
give to you and to your descendants forever. 1616 I will
make your descendants like the dust of the earth, so
that if a man could number the dust of the earth, then
your descendants could also be numbered. 1717 Arise,
and walk throughout the land across its length and its
width, for I will give it to you.”

1818 So Abram moved his tent and came and settled by
the oaks of Mamre, which are in Hebron, and built an
altar to the LORD there.

AbrAbram Rescues Lotam Rescues Lot

In the days that Amraphel was king of Shinar,
Arioch king of Ellasar, Kedorlaomer king of

Elam, and Tidal king of Goyim, 22 they made war with
Bera king of Sodom, Birsha king of Gomorrah, Shinab
king of Admah, Shemeber king of Zeboyim, and the
king of Bela (that is, Zoar). 33 All these were joined to-
gether in the Valley of Siddim (that is, the Dead Sea).
44 For twelve years they had served Kedorlaomer, but in
the thirteenth year they rebelled.

55 In the fourteenth year, Kedorlaomer and the kings
who were with him came and defeated the Rephaites
in Ashteroth Karnaim, the Zuzites in Ham, and the
Emites in Shaveh Kiriathaim, 66 and the Horites in their
hill country of Seir, as far as El Paran, which is by the
wilderness. 77 Then they turned back and came to En
Mishpat (that is, Kadesh) and conquered all the coun-
try of the Amalekites and also the Amorites who lived
in Hazezon Tamar.

88 Then the king of Sodom, the king of Gomorrah, the
king of Admah, the king of Zeboyim, and the king of
Bela (that is, Zoar) came out, and they joined together
in battle in the Valley of Siddim 99 against Kedorlaomer,
the king of Elam, Tidal king of Goyim, Amraphel king
of Shinar, and Arioch king of Ellasar—four kings
against five. 1010 Now the Valley of Siddim was full of tar
pits, and as the kings of Sodom and Gomorrah fled,

some fell in them, and the rest fled to the hill country.
1111 Then they took all the possessions of Sodom and
Gomorrah, and all their provisions, and departed.
1212 They also took Lot, Abram’s brother’s son, who lived
in Sodom, and his possessions, and went their way.

1313 Then one who had escaped came and told Abram
the Hebrew, who was living near the oaks of Mamre
the Amorite, brother of Eshkol and Aner, and these
were allies with Abram. 1414 When Abram heard that his
relative was taken captive, he armed his three hun-
dred and eighteen trained servants born in his own
house, and pursued them as far as Dan. 1515 During the
night he divided his men to attack them and defeated
them, and pursued them as far as Hobah, which is
north of Damascus. 1616 He brought back all the posses-
sions, along with his relative Lot and his possessions,
and also the women and the people.

Melchizedek Blesses AbrMelchizedek Blesses Abramam
1717 After his return from the defeat of Kedorlaomer

and the kings who had joined with him, the king of
Sodom went out to meet him in the Valley of Shaveh
(that is, the King’s Valley).

1818 Then Melchizedek king of Salem brought out
bread and wine. He was the priest of God Most High.
1919 And he blessed him and said,
“Blessed be Abram by God Most High,
Creator †† of heaven and earth;

2020 and blessed be God Most High,
who has delivered your enemies into your hand.”

Then Abram gave him a tenth of everything.
2121 The king of Sodom said to Abram, “Give me the

people and take the goods for yourself.”
2222 But Abram said to the king of Sodom, “I have lifted

up my hand to the LORD , God Most High, the Posses-
sor of heaven and earth, 2323 that I will take nothing that
is yours, not a thread or a sandal strap; lest you say, ‘I
have made Abram rich.’ 2424 I will accept only that which
my men have eaten and the portion that belongs to
the men who went with me, Aner, Eshkol, and Mamre.
Let them take their portion.”

The AbrThe Abrahamic Coahamic Covenantvenant

After this the word of the LORD came to Abram
in a vision, saying,

“Do not fear, Abram.
I am your shield,
your exceedingly great reward. ††††”

22 But Abram said, “Lord GOD , what will You give me,
seeing I am childless and the heir of my house is Eliez-
er of Damascus?” 33 Abram said, “Since You have not
given me any children, my heir is a servant born in my
house.”

44 Then the word of the LORD came to him, saying,
“This man will not be your heir, but a son that is from
your own body will be your heir.” 55 He brought him

† Or a Possessor †† Or a your reward will be great.
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outside and said, “Look up toward heaven and count
the stars, if you are able to count them.” And He said
to him, “So will your descendants be.”

66 Abram believed the LORD , and He credited it to
him as righteousness.

77 He also said to him, “I am the LORD who brought
you out of Ur of the Chaldeans to give you this land to
possess †† it.”

88 But Abram said, “Lord GOD , how may I know that I
will possess it?”

99 So He said to him, “Bring Me a three-year-old
heifer, a three-year-old female goat, a three-year-old
ram, a turtledove, and a young pigeon.”

1010 Then Abram brought all of these to Him and cut
them in two and laid each piece opposite the other,
but he did not cut the birds in half. 1111 When the birds
of prey came down on the carcasses, Abram drove
them away.

1212 As the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell on
Abram, and terror and a great darkness fell on him.
1313 Then He said to Abram, “Know for certain that your
descendants will live as strangers in a land that is not
theirs, and they will be enslaved and mistreated for
four hundred years. 1414 But I will judge the nation that
they serve, and afterward they will come out with
great possessions. 1515 As for you, you will go to your fa-
thers in peace and you will be buried at a good old
age. 1616 In the fourth generation, your descendants will
return here, for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet
complete.”

1717 When the sun went down and it was dark, a smok-
ing fire pot with a flaming torch passed between these
pieces. 1818 On that same day the LORD made a
covenant with Abram, saying, “To your descendants I
have given this land, from the river of Egypt to the
great Euphrates River— 1919 the land of the Kenites, the
Kenizzites, the Kadmonites, 2020 the Hittites, the Per-
izzites, the Rephaites, 2121 the Amorites, the Canaanites,
the Girgashites, and the Jebusites.”

The Birth of IshmaelThe Birth of Ishmael

Now Sarai, Abram’s wife, had borne him no chil-
dren, and she had a maidservant, an Egyptian,

whose name was Hagar. 22 So Sarai said to Abram, “The
LORD has prevented me from having children. Please
go in to my maid; it may be that I will obtain children
through her.”

Abram listened to Sarai. 33 So after Abram had been
living for ten years in the land of Canaan, Sarai, his
wife, took Hagar her maid, the Egyptian, and gave her
to her husband Abram to be his wife. 44 He went in to
Hagar, and she conceived.

When she saw that she had conceived, she began to
despise her mistress. 55 Then Sarai said to Abram, “May
the wrong done to me be on you! I gave my maid into
your arms; and when she saw that she had conceived,

† Or a inherit.

I became despised in her eyes. May the LORD judge
between you and me.”

66 But Abram said to Sarai, “Indeed, your maid is in
your power; do to her as you please.” Then Sarai dealt
harshly with her, and she fled from her presence.

77 The angel of the LORD found her by a spring of wa-
ter in the wilderness. It was the spring on the way to
Shur. 88 And he said, “Hagar, Sarai’s maid, where have
you come from and where are you going?”

And she said, “I am fleeing from the presence of my
mistress Sarai.”

99 Then the angel of the LORD said to her, “Return to
your mistress, and submit yourself to her authority.”
1010 The angel of the LORD also said to her, “I will multi-
ply your descendants exceedingly so that they will be
too many to count.”

1111 Then the angel of the LORD said to her,
“You are pregnant
and will bear a son.

You shall call his name Ishmael,
because the LORD has heard your affliction.

1212 He will be a wild man;
his hand will be against every man,
and every man’s hand will be against him.

And he will dwell
in the presence of all his brothers.”

1313 Then she called the name of the LORD that spoke
to her, “You are the God who sees,” for she said, “Have
I now looked on Him who sees me?” 1414 Therefore the
well was called Beer Lahai Roi. It is between Kadesh
and Bered.

1515 So Hagar bore Abram a son, and Abram called the
son she bore Ishmael. 1616 Abram was eighty-six years
old when Hagar bore Ishmael to Abram.

The CoThe Covenant of Cirvenant of Circumcisioncumcision

When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the
LORD appeared to him and said, “I am Almighty

God. Walk before Me and be blameless. 22 And I will
make My covenant between you and Me and will ex-
ceedingly multiply you.”

33 Abram fell on his face and God said to him, 44 “As for
Me, My covenant is with you, and you shall be the fa-
ther of a multitude of nations. 55 No longer will your
name be called Abram, but your name will be Abra-
ham, for I have made you the father of a multitude of
nations. 66 I will make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will
make nations of you, and kings will come from you. 77 I
will establish My covenant between Me and you and
your descendants after you throughout their genera-
tions for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you
and your descendants after you. 88 All the land of
Canaan, where you now live as strangers, I will give to
you and to your descendants for an everlasting pos-
session, and I will be their God.”

99 Then God said to Abraham, “As for you, you shall
keep My covenant, you and your descendants after
you throughout their generations. 1010 This is My
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covenant, which you shall keep, between Me and you
and your descendants after you; every male among
you shall be circumcised. 1111 You shall circumcise the
flesh of your foreskins, and it shall be a sign of the
covenant between Me and you. 1212 Every male through-
out every generation that is eight days old shall be cir-
cumcised, whether born in your household or bought
with money from a foreigner who is not your descen-
dant. 1313 He who is born in your house and he who is
bought with your money must be circumcised. My
covenant shall be in your flesh as an everlasting
covenant. 1414 Any uncircumcised male whose flesh of
his foreskin is not circumcised shall be cut off from his
people. He has broken My covenant.”

1515 Then God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife,
you will not call her name Sarai, but her name will be
Sarah. 1616 I will bless her and also give you a son by her.
I will bless her, and she will be the mother of nations.
Kings of peoples will come from her.”

1717 Then Abraham fell on his face and laughed and
said in his heart, “Shall a child be born to a man that is
a hundred years old? Shall Sarah, who is ninety years
old, bear a child?” 1818 Abraham said to God, “Oh, that
Ishmael might live before You!”

1919 Then God said, “No, but your wife Sarah will bear
you a son, and you will call his name Isaac. I will estab-
lish My covenant with him as an everlasting covenant
and with his descendants after him. 2020 And as for Ish-
mael, I have heard you. I have blessed him, and will
make him fruitful and will multiply him exceedingly.
He will be the father of twelve princes, and I will make
him a great nation. 2121 But I will establish My covenant
with Isaac, whom Sarah will bear to you at this set
time next year.” 2222 Then He stopped talking with Abra-
ham, and God went up from him.

2323 Then Abraham took Ishmael, his son, and all that
were born in his house, and all that were bought with
his money, every male among the men of Abraham’s
household, and circumcised the flesh of their foreskins
that very same day as God had said to him. 2424 Abra-
ham was ninety-nine years old when he was circum-
cised in the flesh of his foreskin. 2525 His son, Ishmael,
was thirteen years old when he was circumcised in the
flesh of his foreskin. 2626 Abraham and Ishmael were cir-
cumcised on the same day. 2727 All the men born in Abra-
ham’s household or bought from foreigners were cir-
cumcised with him.

IsaacIsaac’’s Birth Fors Birth Foretoldetold

The LORD appeared to Abraham near the great
oak trees of Mamre while he sat in the tent door

in the heat of the day. 22 Abraham lifted up his eyes and
looked and saw three men standing across from him.
When he saw them, he ran from the tent door to meet
them and bowed himself toward the ground.

33 He said, “My Lord, if I have found favor in Your
sight, do not pass by Your servant. 44 Please let a little
water be brought and wash your feet and rest your-

selves under the tree. 55 I will bring a piece of bread so
that you may refresh yourselves. After that you may
pass on, now that you have come to your servant.”

And they said, “So do, as you have said.”
66 So Abraham hurried into the tent to Sarah, and

said, “Quickly prepare three measures †† of fine flour,
knead it, and make cakes.”

77 Then Abraham ran to the herd and took a choice
and tender calf and gave it to a servant, who hurried
to prepare it. 88 He then brought butter and milk and
the calf that he had prepared and set it before them;
and he stood by them under the tree while they ate.

99 They said to him, “Where is Sarah your wife?”
And he said, “There, in the tent.”
1010 One of them said, “I will certainly return to you

about this time next year, and Sarah your wife will
have a son.”

And Sarah heard it in the tent door, which was be-
hind him. 1111 Now Abraham and Sarah were old and
very advanced in age, and Sarah was well past child-
bearing. 1212 Therefore Sarah laughed to herself, saying,
“After I am so old and my lord is old also, shall I have
pleasure?”

1313 Then the LORD said to Abraham, “Why did Sarah
laugh and say, ‘Shall I surely bear a child when I am
old?’ 1414 Is anything too difficult for the LORD ? At the
appointed time I will return to you, at this time next
year, and Sarah will have a son.”

1515 Then Sarah denied it, saying, “I did not laugh,” be-
cause she was afraid.

But He said, “Yes, you did laugh.”

Sodom and GomorrSodom and Gomorrahah
1616 Then the men rose up and looked toward Sodom,

and Abraham went with them to see them on their
way. 1717 Then the LORD said, “Should I hide from Abra-
ham what I am doing, 1818 since Abraham will surely be-
come a great and mighty nation, and all the nations of
the earth will be blessed in him? 1919 I chose him, and he
will instruct his children and his household after him
to keep the way of the LORD by doing righteousness
and justice, so that the LORD may bring to Abraham
what He promised him.”

2020 Then the LORD said, “Because the outcry against
Sodom and Gomorrah is great, and because their sin
is very grave, 2121 I will go down and see if what they
have done is as bad as the outcry that has come to
Me. If not, I will know.”

2222 The men turned away from there and went toward
Sodom, but Abraham remained standing before the
LORD . 2323 Then Abraham drew near and said, “Shall You
also destroy the righteous with the wicked? 2424 What if
there are fifty righteous in the city? Shall You also de-
stroy, and not spare the place, for the fifty righteous
who are in it? 2525 Far be it from You to do such a thing
as this, to slay the righteous with the wicked, so that
the righteous should be treated like the wicked; far be

† Likely about 36 pounds, or 16 kilograms.
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it from You. Should not the Judge of all the earth do
right?”

2626 So the LORD said, “If I find in Sodom fifty righteous
within the city, then I will spare the entire place for
their sakes.”

2727 Then Abraham answered and said, “I who am but
dust and ashes have taken it upon myself to speak to
the Lord. 2828 Suppose there were five less than the fifty
righteous. Will You destroy all the city for lack of five?”

And He said, “If I find forty-five there, I will not de-
stroy it.”

2929 And he spoke to Him yet again and said, “Suppose
there will be forty found there?”

So He said, “I will not do it for the sake of forty.”
3030 Then he said to Him, “Let not the Lord be angry,

and I will speak. Suppose there will be thirty found
there?”

Again He said, “I will not do it if I find thirty there.”
3131 He said, “Behold, I have undertaken to speak to

the Lord. Suppose twenty are found there?”
He said, “I will not destroy it for the sake of twenty.”
3232 Then he said, “Let not the Lord be angry, and I will

speak only once more. Suppose ten will be found
there?”

Then He said, “I will not destroy it for the sake of
ten.”

3333 So the LORD went His way as soon as He had
stopped speaking to Abraham, and Abraham returned
to his place.

Sodom and GomorrSodom and Gomorrah Destrah Destrooyedyed

Now the two angels came to Sodom in the
evening, and Lot was sitting at the gate of

Sodom. When Lot saw them he rose up to meet them,
and he bowed himself with his face toward the
ground. 22 Then he said, “Here, my lords, please turn in
to your servant’s house and spend the night and wash
your feet; and then you may rise early and go on your
way.”

They said, “No, we will stay in the open square all
night.”

33 But he strongly insisted, so they turned aside with
him and entered his house. Then he made them a
feast and baked unleavened bread, and they ate. 44 Be-
fore they lay down, the men of the city, the men of
Sodom, both old and young, all the people from every
quarter, surrounded the house. 55 They then called to
Lot and said to him, “Where are the men who came to
you tonight? Bring them out to us, so that we may
have relations with them.”

66 So Lot went out through the door to them and shut
the door behind him. 77 Then he said, “Please, my
brothers, do not act so wickedly. 88 Look, I have two
daughters who have not been with a man. Please, let
me bring them out to you, and you may do to them as
you wish. Only do nothing to these men, for they have
come under the shelter of my roof.”

99 But they replied, “Stand back!” Also, they said, “This
man came here as an alien, and he keeps acting like a
judge. We will deal worse with you than with them.” So
they pressed hard against Lot, and came close to
breaking down the door.

1010 But the men reached out their hands and pulled
Lot into the house with them and shut the door.
1111 Then they struck the men that were at the door of
the house, both small and great, with blindness so
that they wore themselves out groping for the door.

1212 Then the men said to Lot, “Have you anyone else
here? Sons-in-law, sons, daughters, or anyone you
have in the city, take them out of this place! 1313 For we
are about to destroy this place, because the outcry
against its people has grown great before the pres-
ence of the LORD , and the LORD has sent us to de-
stroy it.”

1414 So Lot went out and spoke to his sons-in-law, who
had married his daughters, and said, “Get up, get out
of this place, for the LORD will destroy this city!” But to
his sons-in-law he seemed to be joking.

1515 When the morning dawned, the angels urged Lot,
saying, “Arise, take your wife and your two daughters
who are here. Otherwise you will be consumed in the
punishment of the city.”

1616 And while he lingered, the men took hold of his
and his wife’s hands, along with the hands of his two
daughters, the LORD being merciful to him, and
brought him out and set him outside the city. 1717 When
they had brought them out, one of them said to them,
“Escape for your lives! Do not look behind you or stay
anywhere in the plain. Escape to the mountain, lest
you be destroyed.”

1818 Then Lot said to them, “Please, no, my lords!
1919 Your servant has found grace in your eyes, and you
have shown your mercy, which you have shown to me
by saving my life. However, I cannot escape to the
mountain. Otherwise some evil will overtake me, and I
will die. 2020 Look, this city is close enough to flee to, and
it is a little one. Please, let me escape there (is it not a
little one?), and my life will be saved.”

2121 He said to him, “I have granted your request in this
matter also. I will not overthrow this city of which you
have spoken. 2222 Hurry, escape there, for I cannot do
anything until you arrive there.” Therefore the name
of the city was called Zoar.

2323 The sun had risen over the land when Lot entered
Zoar. 2424 Then the LORD rained brimstone and fire on
Sodom and Gomorrah. It was from the LORD out of
heaven. 2525 So He overthrew those cities, all the valley,
all the inhabitants of the cities, and what grew on the
ground. 2626 But his wife, behind him, looked back, and
she became a pillar of salt.

2727 Now Abraham got up early in the morning and
went to the place where he stood before the LORD .
2828 Then he looked toward Sodom and Gomorrah, and
toward all the land of the valley, and he saw the smoke
of the land going up like the smoke of a furnace.
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2929 So it was that when God destroyed the cities of the
valley, God remembered Abraham, and sent Lot out of
the middle of the destruction, when He overthrew the
cities in which Lot lived.

Lot and His DaughtersLot and His Daughters
3030 Then Lot left Zoar, and lived in the mountains,

along with his two daughters who were with him, for
he was afraid to dwell in Zoar. He and his two daugh-
ters lived in a cave. 3131 And the firstborn said to the
younger, “Our father is old, and there is no man on the
earth to have relations with us after the manner of all
the earth. 3232 Let us make our father drink wine and let
us lie with him, so that we may preserve the lineage of
our father.”

3333 So they made their father drink wine that night,
and the firstborn went in and had relations with her
father. He did not know when she lay down or when
she arose.

3434 On the next day the firstborn said to the younger,
“Indeed, last night I had relations with my father. Let
us make him drink wine tonight also, so that you may
go in and have relations with him, so that we may pre-
serve the lineage of our father.” 3535 So they made their
father drink wine that night also. Then the younger
arose and lay down with him, and he did not know
when she lay down or when she arose.

3636 Therefore both the daughters of Lot were preg-
nant by their father. 3737 The firstborn bore a son and
called his name Moab. He is the father of the Moabites
to this day. 3838 The younger also gave birth to a son and
called his name Ben-Ammi. He is the father of the Am-
monites to this day.

AbrAbraham and Abimelekaham and Abimelek
Ge 12:10–20; 26:1–11

Abraham journeyed from there toward the
Negev, settled between Kadesh and Shur, and

then he sojourned in Gerar. 22 Then Abraham said
about Sarah his wife, “She is my sister.” So Abimelek,
king of Gerar, sent for her and took Sarah.

33 But God came to Abimelek in a dream by night and
said to him, “You are a dead man because of the
woman whom you have taken, for she is a man’s wife.”

44 Abimelek had not gone near her, and he said,
“Lord, will You slay a righteous nation? 55 Did he not say
to me, ‘She is my sister,’ and did not even she herself
say, ‘He is my brother’? In the integrity of my heart and
innocence of my hands I have done this.”

66 And God said to him in a dream, “Yes, I know that
you did this in the integrity of your heart. For I also
kept you from sinning against Me. Therefore, I did not
let you touch her. 77 Therefore return the man’s wife,
for he is a prophet and he will pray for you. Moreover,
you will live. However, if you do not return her, know
that you will surely die, you and all who are yours.”

88 So Abimelek rose early in the morning, and called
all his servants and told them all these things, and the

men were very afraid. 99 Then Abimelek called Abraham
and said to him, “What have you done to us? How
have I offended you that you would bring on me and
on my kingdom a great sin? You have done things to
me that should not have been done.” 1010 Then Abimelek
said to Abraham, “What were you thinking of, that you
did this thing?”

1111 Abraham said, “Because I thought, surely there is
no fear of God in this place, and they will slay me be-
cause of my wife. 1212 Still, indeed, she is my sister. She is
the daughter of my father, but not the daughter of my
mother. She became my wife. 1313 When God caused me
to travel from my father’s house, I said to her, ‘This is
your kindness which you must show me: Every place
where we go, say concerning me, He is my brother.’”

1414 Then Abimelek took sheep, oxen, and male and fe-
male servants, and gave them to Abraham, and re-
turned his wife Sarah to him. 1515 Abimelek said, “My
land is before you; settle wherever it pleases you.”

1616 To Sarah he said, “I have given your brother a
thousand shekels of silver. †† It is a sign of your inno-
cence in the eyes of all who are with you, and before
everyone you are vindicated.”

1717 So Abraham prayed to God, and God healed
Abimelek, his wife, and his female servants. Then they
bore children. 1818 For the LORD had closed up all the
wombs of the house of Abimelek because of Sarah,
Abraham’s wife.

The Birth of IsaacThe Birth of Isaac

The LORD visited Sarah as He had said, and the
LORD did for Sarah as He had spoken. 22 For

Sarah conceived and bore Abraham a son in his old
age, at the set time that God had spoken to him.
33 Abraham called the name of his son who was born to
him, whom Sarah bore to him, Isaac. 44 Then Abraham
circumcised his son Isaac when he was eight days old,
as God had commanded him. 55 Now Abraham was one
hundred years old when his son Isaac was born to
him.

66 And Sarah said, “God has made me laugh. All who
hear will laugh with me.” 77 Also she said, “Who would
have said to Abraham that Sarah would nurse chil-
dren? Yet I have borne him a son in his old age.”

Hagar and Ishmael DepartHagar and Ishmael Depart
88 So the child grew and was weaned. Then Abraham

made a great feast the same day that Isaac was
weaned. 99 Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian,
whom she had borne to Abraham, mocking. 1010 There-
fore she said to Abraham, “Throw out this slave
woman and her son, for the son of this slave woman
shall not be heir with my son, Isaac.”

1111 This matter was very displeasing in Abraham’s
sight because of his son. 1212 But God said to Abraham,
“Do not be upset concerning the boy and your slave
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wife. Whatever Sarah has said to you, listen to what
she says, for in Isaac your descendants will be called.
1313 Yet I will also make a nation of the son of the slave
woman, because he is your offspring.”

1414 So Abraham rose up early in the morning, and
took bread and a skin of water and gave it to Hagar,
putting it on her shoulder, and sent her away with the
child. So she departed and wandered in the Wilder-
ness of Beersheba.

1515 When the water in the skin was gone, she placed
the child under one of the shrubs. 1616 Then she went
and sat down across from him at a distance of about a
bowshot, for she said to herself, “Let me not see the
death of the child.” She sat across from him, and lifted
up her voice and wept.

1717 And God heard the boy’s voice. Then the angel of
God called to Hagar out of heaven and said to her,
“What is the matter with you, Hagar? Do not be afraid,
for God has heard the voice of the boy where he is.
1818 Arise, pick up the boy and hold him in your hands,
for I will make him a great nation.”

1919 Then God opened her eyes, and she saw a well of
water. And she went and filled the skin with water and
gave the boy a drink.

2020 God was with the boy; and he grew and lived in the
wilderness and became an archer. 2121 He lived in the
Wilderness of Paran, and his mother found a wife for
him out of the land of Egypt.

The TThe Trreaty With Abimelekeaty With Abimelek
2222 Now it came to pass at that time that Abimelek

and Phicol, the commander of his army, spoke to
Abraham, saying, “God is with you in all that you do.
2323 Now therefore, swear to me by God that you will not
deal deceitfully with me, or with my children, or with
my descendants. Instead, according to the kindness
that I have shown to you, you will show to me and to
the land where you have lived.”

2424 Abraham said, “I will swear.”
2525 Then Abraham complained to Abimelek about a

well of water that Abimelek’s servants had violently
seized. 2626 And Abimelek said, “I do not know who has
done this. You did not tell me, and I have not heard of
it until today.”

2727 So Abraham took sheep and oxen and gave them
to Abimelek, and the two of them made a covenant.
2828 Then Abraham set seven ewe lambs of the flock by
themselves. 2929 And Abimelek said to Abraham, “What is
the meaning of these seven ewe lambs that you have
set by themselves?”

3030 And he said, “You shall take these seven ewe lambs
from my hand so that they may be a witness that I
have dug this well.”

3131 Therefore he called that place Beersheba, because
the two of them swore an oath there.

3232 Thus they made a covenant at Beersheba. Then
Abimelek rose with Phicol, the commander of his
army, and they returned to the land of the Philistines.

3333 Abraham planted a tamarisk tree in Beersheba, and
there he called on the name of the LORD , the Everlast-
ing God. 3434 Abraham stayed in the land of the
Philistines many days.

The Sacrifice of IsaacThe Sacrifice of Isaac

After these things God tested Abraham and
said to him, “Abraham!”

And he said, “Here I am.”
22 Then He said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac,

whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and of-
fer him there as a burnt offering on one of the moun-
tains of which I will tell you.”

33 So Abraham rose up early in the morning and sad-
dled his donkey, and took two of his young men with
him and Isaac his son; and he split the wood for the
burnt offering, and arose and went to the place that
God had told him. 44 Then on the third day Abraham
lifted up his eyes and saw the place from a distance.
55 Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the
donkey. The boy and I will go over there and worship
and then return to you.”

66 So Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering
and laid it on Isaac his son; and he took the fire in his
hand and the knife. So the two of them walked on to-
gether. 77 But Isaac spoke to Abraham his father and
said, “My father!”

And he said, “Here I am, my son.”
Then he said, “Here is the fire and the wood, but

where is the lamb for the burnt offering?”
88 Abraham said, “My son, God will provide for Him-

self the lamb for a burnt offering.” So the two of them
went together.

99 Then they came to the place that God had told him.
So Abraham built an altar there and arranged the
wood; and he bound Isaac his son and laid him on the
altar, on the wood. 1010 Then Abraham stretched out his
hand and took the knife to slay his son. 1111 But the an-
gel of the LORD called to him out of heaven and said,
“Abraham, Abraham!”

And he said, “Here I am.”
1212 Then He said, “Do not lay your hands on the boy or

do anything to him, because now I know that you fear
God, seeing you have not withheld your only son from
Me.”

1313 Then Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked, and
behind him was a ram caught in a thicket by his horns.
So Abraham went and took the ram and offered him
up as a burnt offering in the place of his son. 1414 Abra-
ham called the name of that place The LORD Will Pro-
vide, as it is said to this day, “In the mount of the LORD
it will be provided.”

1515 Then the angel of the LORD called to Abraham out
of heaven a second time, 1616 and said, “By Myself I have
sworn, says the LORD , because you have done this
thing, and have not withheld your son, your only son,
1717 I will indeed bless you and I will indeed multiply your
descendants as the stars of the heavens and as the
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sand that is on the seashore. Your descendants will
possess the gate of their enemies. 1818 Through your off-
spring all the nations of the earth will be blessed, be-
cause you have obeyed My voice.”

1919 So Abraham returned to his young men, and they
arose and went together to Beersheba. Then Abraham
lived at Beersheba.

Sons of NahorSons of Nahor
2020 After these things Abraham was told, “Milkah has

also borne children to your brother Nahor: 2121 Uz his
firstborn, Buz his brother, Kemuel the father of Aram,
2222 Kesed, Hazo, Pildash, Jidlaph, and Bethuel.”
2323 Bethuel became the father of Rebekah. Milkah gave
birth to these eight to Nahor, Abraham’s brother. 2424 His
concubine, whose name was Reumah, also bore
Tebah, Gaham, Tahash, and Maakah.

The Death of SarThe Death of Sarahah

Sarah lived one hundred and twenty-seven
years. These were the years of the life of Sarah.

22 Then Sarah died in Kiriath Arba (that is, Hebron) in
the land of Canaan, and Abraham went in to mourn
for Sarah and to weep for her.

33 Then Abraham stood up from before his dead and
spoke to the Hittites, †† saying, 44 “I am a stranger and a
foreigner among you. Give me property for a burying
place among you, that I may bury my dead out of my
sight.”

55 So the Hittites answered Abraham, 66 “Hear us, my
lord. You are a mighty prince among us. Bury your
dead in the choicest of our burial places. None of us
will withhold from you his burial place that you may
bury your dead.”

77 Then Abraham stood up and bowed himself to the
people of the land, the Hittites. 88 He spoke with them,
saying, “If it be your wish that I bury my dead out of
my sight, hear me and entreat Ephron the son of Zo-
har for me, 99 that he may give me the cave of Mach-
pelah, which he owns, at the end of his field. Let him
give it to me in your presence for the full price for a
burial site.”

1010 Now Ephron was sitting among the Hittites; and
Ephron the Hittite answered Abraham in the presence
of all the Hittites, all who went in at the gate of his city,
saying, 1111 “No, my lord. Hear me: I give you the field
and the cave that is in it. I give it to you in the pres-
ence of the sons of my people. Bury your dead.”

1212 Then Abraham bowed before the people of the
land. 1313 Then he spoke to Ephron in the hearing of the
people of the land, saying, “Indeed, if you will give it,
please hear me. I will give you money for the field;
take it from me and I will bury my dead there.”

1414 Then Ephron answered Abraham, saying to him,
1515 “My lord, listen to me. The land is worth four hun-

† Or a the sons of Heth; also in vv. 5, 7, 10, 16, 18, and 20.

dred shekels of silver. †††† What is that between me and
you? So bury your dead.”

1616 Abraham listened to Ephron; and Abraham
weighed out for Ephron four hundred shekels of silver,
the price that he had named in the hearing of the Hit-
tites, according to the standard commercial measure.

1717 So the field of Ephron, which was in Machpelah,
which was before Mamre, the field and the cave that
was in it, and all the trees that were in the field that
were within all the surrounding borders were deeded
1818 to Abraham as a possession in the presence of the
Hittites, before all who went in at the gate of his city.
1919 After this, Abraham buried Sarah his wife in the cave
of the field of Machpelah before Mamre (that is, He-
bron) in the land of Canaan. 2020 So the field and the
cave that was in it were deeded to Abraham by the Hit-
tites as property for a burial place.

Isaac and RebekahIsaac and Rebekah

Now Abraham was old, well advanced in age;
and the LORD had blessed Abraham in all

things. 22 So Abraham said to his servant, the oldest of
his household, who was in charge over all that he had,
“Please, place your hand under my thigh, 33 and I will
make you swear by the LORD , the God of heaven and
the God of the earth, that you will not take a wife for
my son from the daughters of the Canaanites, among
whom I live. 44 But you shall go to my country and to
my family, and take a wife for my son Isaac.”

55 Then the servant said to him, “Perhaps the woman
will not be willing to follow me to this land. Must I take
your son back to the land from which you came?”

66 Abraham said to him, “See to it that you do not take
my son back there. 77 The LORD God of heaven, who
took me from my father’s family and from the land of
my relatives, and who spoke to me and swore to me,
saying, ‘To your descendants I will give this land,’ He
shall send His angel before you and you shall take a
wife for my son from there. 88 If the woman is not will-
ing to follow you, then you will be free from my oath.
Only do not take my son back there.” 99 So the servant
put his hand under the thigh of Abraham his master
and swore to him concerning this matter.

1010 Then the servant took ten of his master’s camels
and departed, for all the goods of his master were in
his hand. And he arose and went to the city of Nahor
in Aram Naharaim. 1111 He made his camels kneel down
outside the city by a well of water in the evening when
the women came out to draw water.

1212 Then he said, “O LORD , the God of my master
Abraham, please let me have success this day and
show kindness to my master Abraham. 1313 See, here I
stand by the well of water, and the daughters of the
men of the city are coming out to draw water. 1414 Let it
be that the young woman to whom I shall say, ‘Please
lower your pitcher, that I may drink,’ and she shall say,
‘Drink, and I will give your camels water also’—let her
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be the one that You have appointed for Your servant
Isaac. Then I will know that You have shown kindness
to my master.”

1515 Before he had finished speaking, Rebekah, who
was born to Bethuel, son of Milkah, the wife of Nahor,
Abraham’s brother, came out with a pitcher on her
shoulder. 1616 The young woman was very beautiful to
look at, a virgin, and no man had ever been with her.
She went down to the well and filled her pitcher and
came up.

1717 Then the servant ran to meet her and said, “Please
let me drink a little water from your pitcher.”

1818 So she said, “Drink, my lord.” Then she quickly let
down her pitcher to her hand and gave him a drink.

1919 When she had finished giving him a drink, she
said, “I will draw water for your camels also, until they
have finished drinking.” 2020 Then she quickly emptied
her pitcher into the trough and ran to the well to draw
water and drew for all his camels. 2121 The man, gazing
at her, remained silent, trying to discern whether the
LORD had made his journey a success or not.

2222 When the camels had finished drinking, the man
took a gold nose ring of half a shekel weight †† and two
bracelets for her wrists of ten shekels weight †††† in gold,
2323 and said, “Whose daughter are you? Please tell me,
is there room in your father’s house for us to lodge?”

2424 She said to him, “I am the daughter of Bethuel the
son of Milkah, whom she bore to Nahor.” 2525 Again she
said to him, “We have both straw and provision
enough, and room in which to lodge.”

2626 Then the man bowed down his head and wor-
shipped the LORD . 2727 And he said, “Blessed be the
LORD God of my master Abraham, who has not for-
saken His mercy and His truth toward my master. As
for me, the LORD led me to the house of my master’s
relatives.”

2828 So the young woman ran and told her mother’s
household of these things. 2929 Now Rebekah had a
brother whose name was Laban, and Laban ran out to
the man at the well. 3030 When he saw the nose ring and
bracelets on his sister’s hands and when he heard the
words of Rebekah his sister, saying, “This is what the
man said to me,” he went to the man who stood by
the camels at the well. 3131 And he said, “Come in,
blessed of the LORD . Why do you stand outside? I
have prepared the house and a place for the camels.”

3232 So the man came to the house. Then he unloaded
his camels and gave straw and provision to the camels
and water to wash his feet and the feet of the men
who were with him. 3333 He then set food before him to
eat, but he said, “I will not eat until I have told about
my errand.”

And he said, “Speak on.”
3434 So he said, “I am Abraham’s servant. 3535 The LORD

has greatly blessed my master, and he has become
wealthy. He has given him flocks and herds, and silver

† About 1/5 ounce, or 5.7 grams. †† About 4 ounces, or 115
grams.

and gold, and male and female servants, and camels
and donkeys. 3636 Sarah my master’s wife bore a son to
my master when she was old, and he has given to him
all that he has. 3737 My master made me swear, saying,
‘You must not take a wife for my son from the daugh-
ters of the Canaanites, in whose land I live. 3838 But you
shall go to my father’s house, and to my relatives, and
take a wife for my son.’

3939 “So I said to my master, ‘Perhaps the woman will
not follow me.’

4040 “Then he said to me, ‘The LORD , before whom I
walk, will send His angel with you and prosper your
way, and you will take a wife for my son from my rela-
tives and from my father’s house. 4141 You will be free
from my oath, when you come to my family, if they will
not give her to you; then you will be released from my
oath.’

4242 “So today I came to the well and said, ‘O LORD , the
God of my master Abraham, if You will now give me
success in my task; 4343 I am standing by the well of wa-
ter, and let it be that when the virgin comes forth to
draw water, and I say to her, “Please give me a little
water from your pitcher to drink,” 4444 and she says to
me, “Drink, and I will also draw for your camels,” let
her be the woman whom the LORD has appointed for
my master’s son.’

4545 “Before I had finished speaking in my heart, there
was Rebekah coming out with her pitcher on her
shoulder; and she went down to the well and drew wa-
ter. Then I said to her, ‘Please let me drink.’

4646 “She then quickly let down her pitcher from her
shoulder and said, ‘Drink, and I will give your camels a
drink also.’ So I drank, and she gave the camels a drink
also.

4747 “Then I asked her, ‘Whose daughter are you?’
“And she said, ‘The daughter of Bethuel, Nahor’s son,

whom Milkah bore for him.’
“So I put the nose ring on her nose and the bracelets

on her wrists. 4848 And I bowed down my head and wor-
shipped the LORD , and blessed the LORD God of my
master Abraham, who had led me in the right way to
take the daughter of my master’s brother for his son.
4949 And now if you will deal kindly and truly with my
master, tell me; and if not, tell me, so that I may turn
to the right hand or to the left.”

5050 Then Laban and Bethuel answered and said, “This
thing comes from the LORD ; we cannot speak to you
bad or good. 5151 Here is Rebekah before you; take her
and go, and let her be the wife of your master’s son,
as the LORD has spoken.”

5252 When Abraham’s servant heard their words, he
worshipped the LORD , bowing himself to the earth.
5353 Then the servant brought out jewels of silver and
gold, and clothing and gave them to Rebekah. He also
gave precious things to her brother and to her moth-
er. 5454 Then they ate and drank, he and the men who
were with him, and stayed all night.
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The next morning they arose, and he said, “Send me
away to my master.”

5555 But her brother and her mother said, “Let the
young woman remain with us a few days, at least ten;
after that she may go.”

5656 So he said to them, “Do not delay me, seeing the
LORD has given me success. Let me go that I may go
to my master.”

5757 They said, “We will call the girl and ask her.” 5858 Then
they called Rebekah and said to her, “Will you go with
this man?”

And she said, “I will go.”
5959 So they sent away Rebekah their sister and her

nurse, and Abraham’s servant and his men. 6060 They
blessed Rebekah and said to her,
“May you, our sister, become the mother
of thousands of ten thousands;

and may your descendants possess
the gate of those who hate them.”

6161 Then Rebekah and her maids arose and they rode
on the camels and followed the man. So the servant
took Rebekah and went his way.

6262 Now Isaac came from the way of Beer Lahai Roi,
for he lived in the Negev. 6363 Isaac went out in the
evening to meditate in the field; and he lifted up his
eyes and looked, and surely the camels were coming.
6464 And Rebekah lifted up her eyes, and when she saw
Isaac, she dismounted from her camel 6565 and said to
the servant, “Who is this man walking in the field to
meet us?”

The servant said, “It is my master.” Therefore she
took a veil and covered herself.

6666 Then the servant told Isaac all the things he had
done. 6767 So Isaac brought her into the tent of his moth-
er Sarah; and he took Rebekah and she became his
wife and he loved her. So Isaac was comforted after
his mother’s death.

The Death of AbrThe Death of Abrahamaham
1Ch 1:32–33

Then Abraham took another wife, whose name
was Keturah. 22 And she bore to him Zimran, Jok-

shan, Medan, Midian, Ishbak, and Shuah. 33 Jokshan
was the father of Sheba and Dedan. The descendants
of Dedan were the Ashurites, the Letushites, and the
Leummites. 44 The sons of Midian were Ephah, Epher,
Hanok, Abida, and Eldaah. All these were the children
of Keturah.

55 Abraham gave all that he had to Isaac. 66 But to the
sons of his concubines Abraham gave gifts, and while
he was still living, he sent them away from his son
Isaac eastward to the east country.

77 These are the years of Abraham’s life that he lived:
one hundred and seventy-five years. 88 Then Abraham
breathed his last and died at a good old age, an old
man and full of years; and he was gathered to his peo-
ple. 99 His sons Isaac and Ishmael buried him in the
cave of Machpelah, in the field of Ephron the son of

Zohar the Hittite, east of Mamre, 1010 the field that Abra-
ham purchased from the sons of Heth. There Abraham
was buried with his wife Sarah. 1111 After the death of
Abraham, God blessed his son Isaac. Isaac lived at
Beer Lahai Roi.

Sons of IshmaelSons of Ishmael
1Ch 1:29–31

1212 These are the generations of Ishmael, Abraham’s
son, whom Hagar the Egyptian, Sarah’s maidservant,
bore to Abraham.

1313 These are the names of the sons of Ishmael, by
their names, according to their generations: the first-
born of Ishmael, Nebaioth, and then Kedar, Adbeel,
Mibsam, 1414 Mishma, Dumah, Massa, 1515 Hadad, Tema,
Jetur, Naphish, and Kedemah. 1616 These were the sons
of Ishmael, and these were their names, by their
towns and their settlements, twelve princes according
to their peoples. 1717 These were the years of the life of
Ishmael: one hundred and thirty-seven years. He
breathed his last and died; and he was gathered to his
people. 1818 They lived from Havilah as far as Shur, which
is east of Egypt, as you go toward Assyria. He died in
the presence of all his relatives.

The Births of Jacob and EsauThe Births of Jacob and Esau
1919 These are the generations of Isaac, Abraham’s son.
Abraham was the father of Isaac. 2020 Isaac was forty

years old when he took Rebekah as his wife, the
daughter of Bethuel the Syrian of Paddan Aram, the
sister to Laban the Syrian.

2121 Now Isaac pleaded with the LORD for his wife, be-
cause she was barren; and the LORD granted his plea,
and Rebekah his wife conceived. 2222 But the children
struggled together within her, and she said, “If all is
well, why am I like this?” So she went to inquire of the
LORD .

2323 Then the LORD said to her,
“Two nations are in your womb,
and two peoples will be separated from your body;

one people will be stronger than the other,
and the older will serve the younger.”

2424 Now when the time of her delivery came, there
were twins in her womb. 2525 The first came out red all
over, like a hairy garment, and they called his name
Esau. 2626 After that his brother came out, and his hand
took hold of Esau’s heel, so he was named Jacob. Isaac
was sixty years old when she bore them.

2727 So the boys grew. Esau was a cunning hunter, a
man of the field, while Jacob was a calm man, living in
tents. 2828 Isaac loved Esau, because he ate of his game,
but Rebekah loved Jacob.

Esau Sells His BirthrightEsau Sells His Birthright
2929 Now Jacob cooked a stew; and Esau came in from

the field and he was famished. 3030 So Esau said to Jacob,
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“Please feed me some of that red stew, for I am fam-
ished.” Therefore his name was called Edom.

3131 Then Jacob said, “First sell me your birthright.”
3232 Esau said, “Look, I am about to die; of what use is

the birthright to me?”
3333 Then Jacob said, “Swear to me this day.” So he

swore to him, and he sold his birthright to Jacob.
3434 Then Jacob gave Esau bread and lentil stew. Then

he ate and drank, arose, and went his way.
Thus Esau despised his birthright.

Isaac and AbimelekIsaac and Abimelek
Ge 12:10–20; 20:1–18

There was a famine in the land, in addition to
the first famine that was during the days of

Abraham. Isaac went to Abimelek king of the
Philistines in Gerar. 22 The LORD appeared to him and
said, “Do not go down to Egypt. Live in the land of
which I will tell you. 33 Sojourn in this land, and I will be
with you and will bless you; for I will give to you and all
your descendants all these lands, and I will fulfill the
oath which I swore to Abraham your father. 44 I will
make your descendants multiply as the stars of the
heavens and will give your descendants all these
lands. By your descendants all the nations of the earth
will be blessed, ††55 because Abraham obeyed Me and
kept My charge, My commandments, My statutes, and
My laws.” 66 So Isaac lived in Gerar.

77 The men of the place asked him about his wife. And
he said, “She is my sister,” for he was afraid to say,
“She is my wife,” thinking,thinking, “The men of the place might
kill me on account of Rebekah, because she is beauti-
ful in appearance.”

88 When he had been there a long time, Abimelek the
king of the Philistines looked out of a window and saw
Isaac caressing Rebekah his wife. 99 Abimelek sum-
moned Isaac and said, “She is surely your wife, so how
is it you said, ‘She is my sister’?”

Then Isaac said to him, “Because I said, ‘I might die
on account of her.’”

1010 Abimelek said, “What is this you have done to us?
One of the people might have easily lain with your
wife, and you might have brought guilt upon us!”

1111 Abimelek charged all his people, saying, “He who
touches this man or his wife will surely be put to
death.”

1212 Then Isaac sowed in that land and reaped in the
same year a hundredfold; the LORD blessed him.
1313 The man became rich and continued to prosper until
he became very wealthy. 1414 For he had possessions of
flocks and herds and a great number of servants so
that the Philistines envied him. 1515 For the Philistines
had stopped up all the wells which his father’s ser-
vants had dug in the days of Abraham his father by fill-
ing them with dirt.

1616 Abimelek said to Isaac, “Go away from us, for you
are much more powerful than we are.”

† Or a will bless themselves.

1717 So Isaac departed from there and pitched his tent
in the Valley of Gerar and settled there. 1818 Isaac dug
again the wells of water, which they had dug in the
days of Abraham his father, for the Philistines had
stopped them up after the death of Abraham. He
called their names after the names his father had
called them.

1919 But when Isaac’s servants dug in the valley and
found a well of running water there, 2020 the herdsmen
of Gerar contended with Isaac’s herdsmen, saying,
“The water is ours.” So he called the name of the well
Esek, because they contended with him. 2121 They dug
another well and quarreled over that also. So he called
the name of it Sitnah. 2222 Then he moved away from
there and dug another well, and they did not quarrel
over it. So he called the name of it Rehoboth, for he
said, “For now the LORD has made room for us, and
we will be fruitful in the land.”

2323 He went up from there to Beersheba. 2424 The LORD
appeared to him that same night and said, “I am the
God of Abraham your father. Do not fear, for I am with
you. I will bless you and multiply your descendants for
the sake of My servant Abraham.”

2525 He built an altar there, called on the name of the
LORD , and pitched his tent there. And there Isaac’s
servants dug a well.

2626 Then Abimelek went to him from Gerar, along with
Ahuzzath, one of his friends, and Phicol the comman-
der of his army. 2727 Isaac said to them, “Why have you
come to me, since you hate me and have sent me
away from you?”

2828 And they said, “We saw plainly that the LORD was
with you. So we said, ‘Let there now be an oath be-
tween us, between you and us, and let us make a
covenant with you, 2929 so that you will do us no harm,
just as we have not touched you, and have done you
nothing but good and have sent you away in peace.
You are now the blessed of the LORD .’”

3030 Then he made them a feast, and they ate and
drank. 3131 They rose up early in the morning and swore
an oath with one another. Isaac sent them away, and
they departed from him in peace.

3232 That same day Isaac’s servants came and told him
about the well that they had dug and said to him, “We
have found water.” 3333 And he called it Shibah. There-
fore, the name of the city is Beersheba to this day.

3434 Esau was forty years old when he took as wives Ju-
dith the daughter of Beeri the Hittite, and Basemath
the daughter of Elon the Hittite, 3535 and they brought
grief to Isaac and to Rebekah.

Isaac Blesses JacobIsaac Blesses Jacob

When Isaac was old and his eyes were so weak
that he could not see, he called Esau his oldest

son and said to him, “My son.”
And he answered him, “Here I am.”
22 He said, “I am old. I do not know the day of my

death. 33 Therefore, please take your weapons, your
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quiver and your bow, and go out to the field and hunt
game for me. 44 And prepare for me savory food, such
as I love, and bring it to me that I may eat, so that my
soul may bless you before I die.”

55 Rebekah was listening when Isaac spoke to Esau
his son. So when Esau went to the field to hunt for
wild game and bring it back, 66 Rebekah said to her son
Jacob, “I heard your father speak to your brother Esau,
saying, 77 ‘Bring me wild game, and prepare for me sa-
vory food, that I may eat and bless you in the presence
of the LORD before my death.’ 88 Now therefore, my
son, listen to me as I command you. 99 Go now to the
flock, and get me two choice young goats, so that I
may prepare from them savory food for your father,
such as he loves. 1010 Then you will take it to your father,
so that he may eat and so that he may bless you be-
fore his death.”

1111 But Jacob said to his mother Rebekah, “Look, my
brother Esau is a hairy man, and I am a man of
smooth skinskin . 1212 Perhaps my father will feel me, and I
will seem to him as a deceiver, and I will bring a curse
on myself and not a blessing.”

1313 His mother said to him, “Let your curse be upon
me, my son. Only listen to me and go get them for
me.”

1414 He went and got them and brought them to his
mother. Then his mother prepared savory food such
as his father loved. 1515 Then Rebekah took the best
clothes belonging to her older son Esau, which were
with her in the house, and put them on Jacob her
younger son. 1616 Then she put the skins of the young
goats on his hands and on the smooth part of his
neck. 1717 She put the savory food and the bread, which
she had prepared, into the hands of her son Jacob.

1818 He came to his father and said, “My father.”
And he said, “Here I am. Who are you, my son?”
1919 And Jacob said to his father, “I am Esau your first-

born. I have done just as you asked me. Please arise,
sit and eat of my wild game, so that your soul may
bless me.”

2020 Isaac said to his son, “How is it that you have
found it so quickly, my son?”

And he said, “Because the LORD your God brought it
to me.”

2121 Isaac said to Jacob, “Please come near, so that I
may feel you, my son, whether you are really my son
Esau or not.”

2222 Jacob went near to his father Isaac, and he felt him
and said, “The voice is the voice of Jacob, but the
hands are the hands of Esau.” 2323 He did not recognize
him because his hands were hairy, just like his brother
Esau’s hands; so he blessed him. 2424 He asked, “Are you
really my son Esau?”

And he said, “I am.”
2525 He said, “Bring it near to me, and I will eat of my

son’s wild game, so that my soul may bless you.”

And he brought it near to him, and he ate. He also
brought him wine, and he drank. 2626 His father Isaac
said to him, “Come near now and kiss me, my son.”

2727 He came near and kissed him; and he smelled the
smell of his clothing and blessed him and said,
“See, the smell of my son
is like the smell of the field
which the LORD has blessed.

2828 Therefore, may God give you of the dew of heaven
and the fatness of the earth,
and plenty of grain and new wine.

2929 Let peoples serve you,
and nations bow down to you.

Be master over your brothers,
and let your mother’s sons bow down to you.

Cursed be everyone who curses you,
and blessed be those who bless you!”

3030 As soon as Isaac had finished blessing Jacob, and
Jacob had barely gone out from the presence of his fa-
ther Isaac, Esau his brother came in from his hunting.
3131 He also had prepared savory food and brought it to
his father, and said to his father, “Let my father arise
and eat of his son’s wild game, so that your soul may
bless me.”

3232 Isaac his father said to him, “Who are you?”
And he said, “I am your son, your firstborn, Esau.”
3333 Then Isaac trembled violently, and said, “Who?

Where then is he who hunted game and brought it to
me? I ate all of it before you came, and I have blessed
him. Yes, and he shall be blessed.”

3434 When Esau heard the words of his father, he cried
with a great and exceedingly bitter cry, and said to his
father, “Bless me, even me also, O my father!”

3535 He said, “Your brother came deceitfully and has
taken away your blessing.”

3636 Esau said, “Is he not rightly named Jacob? For he
has supplanted me these two times. He took away my
birthright, and now he has taken away my blessing.”
And he said, “Have you not reserved a blessing for
me?”

3737 Then Isaac answered and said to Esau, “I have
made him your lord, and I have given to him all his
brothers as servants; and I have sustained him with
grain and new wine. What can I now do for you, my
son?”

3838 And Esau said to his father, “Do you have only one
blessing, my father? Bless me, even me also, O my fa-
ther!” Then Esau lifted up his voice and wept.

3939 Isaac his father answered and said to him,
“Your dwelling shall be
away from the fatness of the earth
and away from the dew of heaven from above.

4040 You will live by your sword
and will serve your brother.

When you become restless,
you will break his yoke
from your neck.”
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Jacob Escapes FrJacob Escapes From Esauom Esau
4141 So Esau hated Jacob because of the blessing with

which his father blessed him. And Esau said in his
heart, “The days of mourning for my father are at
hand; then I will kill my brother Jacob.”

4242 These words of Esau her older son were told to Re-
bekah; and she sent and called Jacob her younger son,
and said to him, “Your brother Esau consoles himself
regarding you by planning to kill you. 4343 Now there-
fore, my son, listen to me and get up and flee to La-
ban, my brother in Harran. 4444 Stay with him a few days
until your brother’s fury subsides, 4545 until your broth-
er’s anger against you turns away, and he forgets
what you have done to him. Then I will send and get
you from there. Why should I lose both of you in one
day?”

4646 Then Rebekah said to Isaac, “I am tired of my life
because of the daughters of Heth. If Jacob takes a wife
from the daughters of Heth, such as these who are of
the daughters of the land, what good will my life be to
me?”

Then Isaac called Jacob and blessed him. Then
he charged him and said to him, “You must not

take a wife of the daughters of Canaan. 22 Arise, go to
Paddan Aram to the house of Bethuel your mother’s
father, and take for yourself a wife from there, from
the daughters of Laban your mother’s brother. 33 May
God Almighty bless you and make you fruitful and
multiply you, so that you may become a multitude of
people. 44 May He give you the blessing of Abraham, to
you and your descendants with you, that you may in-
herit the land where you are a stranger, which God
gave to Abraham.” 55 Then Isaac sent Jacob away, and
he went to Paddan Aram to Laban, the son of Bethuel
the Syrian, the brother of Rebekah, Jacob’s and Esau’s
mother.

66 Esau saw that Isaac had blessed Jacob and sent him
away to Paddan Aram to take for himself a wife from
there, and that as he blessed him he gave him a
charge, saying, “You must not take a wife of the
daughters of Canaan,” 77 and that Jacob obeyed his fa-
ther and his mother and had gone to Paddan Aram.
88 Esau saw that the daughters of Canaan did not
please Isaac his father. 99 So Esau went to Ishmael and
took as his wife Mahalath the daughter of Ishmael,
Abraham’s son, the sister of Nebaioth, in addition to
the wives he had.

JacobJacob’’s Drs Dream at Betheleam at Bethel
1010 Then Jacob went out from Beersheba and went to-

ward Harran. 1111 He came to a certain place and stayed
there all night, because the sun had set. He took one
of the stones of that place and put it under his head,
and lay down in that place to sleep. 1212 He dreamed and
saw a ladder set up on the earth with the top of it
reaching to heaven. The angels of God were ascend-

ing and descending on it. 1313 The LORD stood above it
and said, “I am the LORD God of Abraham your father
and the God of Isaac. The land on which you lie, to you
will I give it and to your descendants. 1414 Your descen-
dants will be like the dust of the earth, and you will
spread abroad to the west and to the east and to the
north and to the south, and in you and in your descen-
dants all the families of the earth will be blessed. 1515 Re-
member, I am with you, and I will protect you wherev-
er you go, and I will bring you back to this land. For I
will not leave you until I have done what I promised
you.”

1616 Jacob awoke out of his sleep, and he said, “Surely
the LORD is in this place, and I did not know it.” 1717 He
was afraid and said, “How awesome is this place! This
is none other but the house of God, and this is the
gate of heaven.”

1818 So Jacob rose up early in the morning and took the
stone that he had put under his head, set it up as a pil-
lar, and poured oil on top of it. 1919 He called the name of
that place Bethel, but previously the name of the city
was called Luz.

2020 Jacob vowed a vow, saying, “If God will be with me
and will protect me in this way that I go, and will give
me bread to eat and clothing to put on, 2121 so that I re-
turn to my father’s house in peace, then the LORD will
be my God. 2222 Then this stone, which I have set for a
pillar, will be the house of God, and from all that You
give me I will surely give a tenth to You.”

Jacob Meets RachelJacob Meets Rachel

Then Jacob went on his journey and came into
the land of the people of the east. 22 As he

looked, he saw a well in the field and three flocks of
sheep lying by it, for out of that well the flocks were
watered. A large stone was on the well’s opening.
33 When all the flocks were gathered there, the shep-
herds rolled the stone from the well’s opening, wa-
tered the sheep, then put the stone back on the well’s
opening in its place.

44 Jacob said to them, “My brothers, where are you
from?”

And they said, “We are from Harran.”
55 Then he said to them, “Do you know Laban the son

of Nahor?”
And they said, “We know him.”
66 He said to them, “Is he well?”
And they said, “He is well, and here is Rachel his

daughter coming with the sheep.”
77 He said, “Since it is yet midday, it is not the time

that the livestock should be gathered together. Water
the sheep, and go and feed them.”

88 They said, “We cannot until all the flocks are gath-
ered together and the stone is rolled from the well’s
opening. Then we may water the sheep.”

99 While he was still speaking with them, Rachel came
with her father’s sheep, for she kept them. 1010 When Ja-
cob saw Rachel the daughter of Laban his mother’s
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brother and the sheep of Laban his mother’s brother,
Jacob went near and rolled the stone from the well’s
opening and watered the flock of Laban his mother’s
brother. 1111 Jacob kissed Rachel and wept aloud. 1212 Jacob
told Rachel that he was her father’s relative and that
he was Rebekah’s son. Then she ran and told her fa-
ther.

1313 When Laban heard the news of Jacob his sister’s
son, he ran to meet him and embraced him and kissed
him and brought him to his house. Then Jacob told La-
ban all these things. 1414 Laban said to him, “Surely you
are my bone and my flesh.”

And he stayed with him for a month. 1515 Laban said to
Jacob, “Since you are my relative, should you therefore
serve me for nothing? Tell me, what shall your wages
be?”

Jacob Marries Leah and RachelJacob Marries Leah and Rachel
1616 Now Laban had two daughters. The name of the

older was Leah, and the name of the younger was
Rachel. 1717 Leah’s eyes were tender, but Rachel was
beautiful in form and appearance. 1818 Jacob loved
Rachel, so he said, “I will serve you seven years for
Rachel your younger daughter.”

1919 Laban said, “It is better that I give her to you than
that I should give her to another man. Stay with me.”
2020 So Jacob served seven years for Rachel, and they
seemed to him but a few days because of the love he
had for her.

2121 Then Jacob said to Laban, “Give me my wife, for my
days are fulfilled, so that I may have relations with
her.”

2222 Laban gathered together all the men of the place
and prepared a feast. 2323 But in the evening he took
Leah his daughter and brought her to Jacob, and Jacob
had relations with her. 2424 Laban gave Zilpah his maid to
his daughter Leah for a maidservant.

2525 In the morning Jacob discovered it was Leah, and
he said to Laban, “What is this you have done to me?
Did I not serve you for Rachel? Why then have you
tricked me?”

2626 Then Laban said, “It is not the custom in our coun-
try to marry off the younger before the firstborn.
2727 Fulfill the period of seven days for this one, and we
will give you the other also in return for serving me
another seven years.”

2828 Jacob did so and completed her week. Then Laban
gave him Rachel his daughter as his wife also. 2929 Laban
gave Bilhah his maidservant to Rachel his daughter to
be her maid. 3030 So Jacob also had relations with Rachel,
and he loved Rachel more than Leah and served Laban
another seven years.

JacobJacob’’s Childrs Childrenen
3131 When the LORD saw that Leah was unloved, He

opened her womb, but Rachel was barren. 3232 Leah con-
ceived and gave birth to a son, and she called his

name Reuben, for she said, “Surely the LORD has
looked upon my affliction. Now therefore my husband
will love me.”

3333 She conceived again and gave birth to a son and
said, “Because the LORD has heard that I was unloved,
He has therefore given me this son also.” Then she
called his name Simeon.

3434 She conceived again and gave birth to a son and
said, “Now this time my husband will be joined to me,
because I have borne him three sons.” Therefore his
name was called Levi.

3535 She conceived again and gave birth to a son, and
she said, “Now I will praise the LORD !” Therefore she
called his name Judah. Then she stopped giving birth.

When Rachel saw that she could not give Jacob
children, she became jealous of her sister. She

said to Jacob, “Give me children, or I will die.”
22 Jacob became angry with Rachel and said, “Am I in

the place of God, who has withheld from you the fruit
of the womb?”

33 Then she said, “Here is my maid Bilhah. Have rela-
tions with her so that she may bear a childa child on my
knees, †† so that I may also have children through her.”

44 So she gave him Bilhah her maidservant as a wife,
and Jacob had relations with her. 55 Bilhah conceived
and gave Jacob a son. 66 Rachel said, “God has vindicat-
ed me, and He has also heard my voice and has given
me a son.” Therefore she called his name Dan.

77 Bilhah, Rachel’s maid, conceived again and gave Ja-
cob a second son. 88 Then Rachel said, “With great
wrestling have I wrestled with my sister, and I have
prevailed.” So she called his name Naphtali.

99 When Leah saw that she had stopped having chil-
dren, she took Zilpah her maid and gave her to Jacob
as a wife. 1010 Zilpah, Leah’s maid, gave Jacob a son.
1111 Then Leah said, “How fortunate!” So she called his
name Gad.

1212 Zilpah, Leah’s maid, gave Jacob a second son.
1313 Then Leah said, “Happy am I, for women will call me
happy.” So she called his name Asher.

1414 At the time of the wheat harvest, Reuben went and
found mandrakes in the field and brought them to his
mother Leah. Then Rachel said to Leah, “Please give
me some of your son’s mandrakes.”

1515 Leah said to her, “Is it a small matter that you have
taken my husband? Would you take away my son’s
mandrakes also?”

So Rachel said, “All right, he may lie with you tonight
in exchange for your son’s mandrakes.”

1616 When Jacob came out of the field in the evening,
Leah went out to meet him and said, “You must sleep
with me, because I have paid for you with my son’s
mandrakes.” And he slept with her that night.

1717 God listened to Leah, and she conceived and gave
Jacob a fifth son. 1818 Leah said, “God has given me my
reward because I have given my maid to my husband.”
So she called his name Issachar.

† Meaning “on my behalf.”
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1919 Leah conceived again and gave Jacob a sixth son.
2020 Leah said, “God has given me a good gift. Now my
husband will dwell with me, because I have given him
six sons.” So she called his name Zebulun.

2121 Afterwards she gave birth to a daughter and called
her name Dinah.

2222 Then God remembered Rachel, and God listened
to her and opened her womb. 2323 She conceived and
gave birth to a son and said, “God has taken away my
reproach.” 2424 And she called his name Joseph, saying,
“The LORD will add to me another son.”

JacobJacob’’s Agrs Agreement With Labaneement With Laban
2525 When Rachel had given birth to Joseph, Jacob said

to Laban, “Send me away, so that I may go to my own
place, to my country. 2626 Give me my wives and my chil-
dren, for whom I have served you, and let me go. For
you know the service that I have given you.”

2727 Laban said to him, “If I have found favor in your
eyes, please stay. For I have learned by divination that
the LORD has blessed me on account of you.” 2828 He
said, “Name me your wages, and I will give it.”

2929 Jacob said to him, “You know how I have served
you, and how your livestock have fared with me. 3030 For
you had little before I came, and it is now increased to
a multitude. The LORD has blessed you since I came,
and now when may I also provide for my own house?”

3131 Laban said, “What may I give you?”
And Jacob said, “You may not give me anything, but

if you will do this oneone thing for me, I will continue to
feed and keep your flock. 3232 I will pass through all your
flock today, removing from it all the speckled and
spotted sheep, and every brown sheep from among
the lambs, and the spotted and speckled among the
goats. These shall be my wages. 3333 So my integrity will
answer for me in time to come. When you come to ex-
amine my wages, every one that is not speckled and
spotted among the goats, and brown among the
sheep that are with me will be considered stolen.”

3434 Laban said, “Agreed. Let it be according to your
word.” 3535 He removed that day the male goats that
were striped and spotted and all the female goats that
were speckled and spotted, every one that had some
white in it, and all the brown ones among the sheep,
and gave them into the care of his sons. 3636 He put
three days’ journey between himself and Jacob, and Ja-
cob fed the rest of Laban’s flocks.

3737 Then Jacob took rods of fresh-cut poplar, almond,
and plane trees, and peeled white streaks in them, ex-
posing the white which was in the rods. 3838 He set the
rods which he had peeled before the flocks in the
troughs, that is, the watering places, where the flocks
came to drink, so that they would mate when they
came to drink. 3939 The flocks mated before the rods and
gave birth to youngyoung that were striped, speckled, and
spotted. 4040 Jacob separated the lambs and made the
flocks face toward the striped and all the brown in the
flock of Laban. He put his own flocks by themselves

and did not put them with Laban’s sheep. 4141 Whenever
the stronger sheep mated, Jacob laid the rods before
the eyes of the sheep in the troughs, so that they
might mate among the rods. 4242 But when the livestock
were feeble, he did not put them in. So the weaker
were Laban’s and the stronger Jacob’s. 4343 The man be-
came exceedingly prosperous and had many sheep
and female servants and male servants and camels
and donkeys.

Jacob Flees FrJacob Flees From Labanom Laban

Now JacobJacob heard the words of Laban’s sons,
saying, “Jacob has taken away all that was our

father’s, and he has gotten all his wealth from what
was our father’s.” 22 Jacob saw the look of Laban and
saw he was not congenial toward him as before.

33 Then the LORD said to Jacob, “Return to the land of
your fathers, to your family, and I will be with you.”

44 So Jacob sent and called Rachel and Leah to the
field where his flock was, 55 and said to them, “I see
your father’s demeanor, that it is not congenial toward
me as before; but the God of my father has been with
me. 66 You know that with all my strength I have served
your father. 77 Your father has deceived me and
changed my wages ten times, but God did not allow
him to hurt me. 88 If he said, ‘The speckled will be your
wages,’ then all the flock produced speckled. If he
said, ‘The striped will be your pay,’ then all the flock
produced striped. 99 In this way God has taken away
your father’s flock and given them to me.

1010 “When the livestock conceived, I lifted up my eyes
and saw in a dream that the male goats mating with
the flock were striped, speckled, and spotted. 1111 The
angel of God spoke to me in a dream, saying, ‘Jacob.’
And I said, ‘Here I am.’ 1212 He said, ‘Now lift up your eyes
and see all the male goats which mate with the flock
are striped, speckled, and spotted, for I have seen all
that Laban has done to you. 1313 I am the God of Bethel,
where you anointed the pillar, where you vowed a vow
to Me. Now arise, and get out of this land, and return
to the land of your family.’”

1414 Rachel and Leah answered him, “Is there any por-
tion or inheritance left for us in our father’s house?
1515 Are we not seen by him as foreigners? For he has
sold us and has completely spent our money also.
1616 For all the riches which God has taken from our fa-
ther are ours and our children’s. Now then, whatever
God has said to you, do it.”

1717 Then Jacob rose up and set his sons and his wives
on camels. 1818 Then he carried away all his livestock and
all his goods which he had obtained, his acquired live-
stock which he had gotten in Paddan Aram, in order to
go to Isaac his father in the land of Canaan.

1919 When Laban went to shear his sheep, Rachel stole
the household idols that were her father’s. 2020 Jacob al-
so deceived Laban the Syrian by not telling him that
he was fleeing. 2121 So Jacob fled with all that he had,
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and he rose up and passed over the river and headed
toward the mountains of Gilead.

Laban Pursues JacobLaban Pursues Jacob
2222 Laban was told on the third day that Jacob had

fled. 2323 He took his kinsmen with him and pursued him
for seven days until he caught up with him in the
mountains of Gilead. 2424 But God came to Laban the
Syrian in a dream by night and said to him, “Take care
that you speak to Jacob neither good nor bad.”

2525 Then Laban overtook Jacob. Now Jacob had
pitched his tent on the mountain, and Laban with his
kinsmen pitched in the mountains of Gilead. 2626 Laban
said to Jacob, “What have you done that you have
stolen away without my knowing and carried away my
daughters like captives taken with the sword? 2727 Why
did you flee away secretly and sneak away from me
and not tell me? I would have sent you away with joy
and with songs, with the tambourine and harp. 2828 And
why did you not permit me to kiss my sons and my
daughters farewell? You have acted foolishly in so do-
ing. 2929 It is in my power to do you harm, but the God of
your father spoke to me last night, saying, ‘Take care
that you not speak to Jacob either good or bad.’ 3030 Now
you surely have gone away because you longed des-
perately after your father’s house, yet why have you
stolen my gods?”

3131 Then Jacob answered and said to Laban, “Because
I was afraid, for I thought that you would take your
daughters from me by force. 3232 But anyone with whom
you find your gods, let him not live. In the presence of
our kinsmen, point out what I have that is yours and
take it.” For Jacob did not know that Rachel had stolen
them.

3333 So Laban went into Jacob’s tent and into Leah’s
tent and into the two female servants’ tents, but he
did not find them. Then he went out of Leah’s tent and
entered into Rachel’s tent. 3434 Now Rachel had taken the
household idols and put them in the camel’s saddle
and sat on them. Laban searched the entire tent, but
could not find them.

3535 She said to her father, “Let not my lord be dis-
pleased that I cannot rise before you, for the manner
of women is on me.” So he searched, but he did not
find the household idols.

3636 Then Jacob became angry and berated Laban. And
Jacob asked Laban, “What is my offense? What is my
sin that you have so hotly pursued after me? 3737 You
have searched all my things, and yet what have you
found of all your household things? Set it here before
my kinsmen and your kinsmen, so that they may
judge between us both.

3838 “This twenty years I have been with you. Your ewes
and your female goats have not miscarried their
young, and the male goats of your flock I have not eat-
en. 3939 That which was torn by beasts I did not bring to
you. I bore the loss of it. You required it from my hand
whether itwhether it was stolen by day or stolen by night. 4040 It

was like this with me: In the day the heat consumed
me and the frost by night, and my sleep fled from my
eyes. 4141 I have been twenty years in your house. I
served you fourteen years for your two daughters and
six years for your flock, and you have changed my
wages ten times. 4242 If the God of my father, the God of
Abraham and the Fear of Isaac, had not been with me,
surely you would have sent me away empty now. God
has seen my affliction and the labor of my hands and
rebuked you last night.”

LabanLaban’’s Cos Covenant With Jacobvenant With Jacob
4343 Laban answered and said to Jacob, “These daugh-

ters are my daughters, and these children are my chil-
dren, and the flocks are my flocks, and all that you see
is mine. But what can I do this day to my daughters or
to their children whom they have borne? 4444 Now there-
fore come, let us make a covenant, you and I, and let it
be as a witness between you and me.”

4545 So Jacob took a stone and set it up for a pillar. 4646 Ja-
cob said to his kinsmen, “Gather stones.” So they took
stones and made a pile, and they ate there on the pile.
4747 And Laban called it Jegar Sahadutha, but Jacob
called it Galeed.

4848 Laban said, “This pile is a witness between me and
you this day.” Therefore its name was called Galeed,
4949 and Mizpah, for he said, “May the LORD watch be-
tween you and me, when we are apart from one an-
other. 5050 If you mistreat my daughters, or if you take
other wives beside my daughters, although no one
else is with us, remember that God is witness between
you and me.”

5151 Then Laban said to Jacob, “See this pile and see
this pillar which I have thrown between you and me.
5252 This heap is a witness, and this pillar is a witness, so
that I will not cross over this pile to you and so that
you will not pass over this pile and this pillar to me for
harm. 5353 The God of Abraham, the God of Nahor, and
the God of their father, judge between us.”

Then Jacob vowed by the Fear of his father Isaac.
5454 Then Jacob offered a sacrifice on the mountain and
called his kinsmen to eat bread. And they ate bread
and stayed all night on the mountain.

5555 Early in the morning Laban rose up, kissed his
grandchildren and his daughters, and blessed them.
Then Laban departed and returned to his place.

Jacob PrJacob Preparepares to Meet Esaues to Meet Esau

Jacob went on his way, and the angels of God
met him. 22 When Jacob saw them, he said, “This

is God’s camp.” So he called the name of that place
Mahanaim.

33 Jacob sent messengers before him to his brother
Esau in the land of Seir, the country of Edom. 44 He
commanded them, saying, “This is what you must say
to my lord Esau: This is what your servant Jacob says, ‘I
have sojourned with Laban and stayed there until
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now. 55 I have oxen and donkeys, flocks, and male ser-
vants and female servants, and I am sending this mes-this mes-
sagesage to tell my lord, so that I may find favor in your
sight.’”

66 The messengers returned to Jacob, saying, “We
went to your brother Esau. He is coming to meet you,
and what is more, four hundred men are with him.”

77 Then Jacob was very afraid and distressed, and he
divided the people that were with him, along with the
flocks and herds and the camels, into two groups. 88 He
said, “If Esau comes to the one camp and attacks it,
then the other camp which is left may escape.”

99 And Jacob said, “O God of my father Abraham and
God of my father Isaac, the LORD who said to me, ‘Re-
turn to your country and to your relatives, and I will
prosper you,’ 1010 I am not worthy of all the lovingkind-
ness and of all the faithfulness which You have shown
to Your servant. For with my staff I crossed over this
Jordan, and now I have become two encampments.
1111 Deliver me, I pray, from the hand of my brother,
from the hand of Esau. For I fear him, that he will
come and attack me and the mothers with the chil-
dren. 1212 You said, ‘I will surely prosper you and make
your descendants as the sand of the sea, which is too
many to be counted.’”

1313 So he spent the night there. Then he selected from
what he had with him a gift for his brother Esau: 1414 two
hundred female goats and twenty male goats, two
hundred ewes and twenty rams, 1515 thirty female
camels with their colts, forty cows and ten bulls, twen-
ty female donkeys and ten male donkeys. 1616 He gave
them to his servants, every drove by itself, and said to
his servants, “Pass over before me, and keep a dis-
tance between each drove.”

1717 He commanded the one leading, saying, “When
my brother Esau meets you and asks you, saying, ‘To
whom do you belong, and where are you going, and
to whom do these animalsanimals belong?’ 1818 then you are to
say, ‘They belong to your servant Jacob. They are a gift
sent to my lord Esau, and he is also behind us.’”

1919 Likewise he commanded the second and the third
and all that followed the droves, saying, “This is what
you are to say to Esau when you find him. 2020 Moreover,
say, ‘Your servant Jacob is behind us.’” For he said, “I
will appease him with the gift that goes before me,
and then I will see his face. Perhaps he will accept me.”
2121 So the gift went before him, but he lodged that
night in the encampment.

Jacob WJacob Wrrestles With Godestles With God
2222 The same night he arose and took his two wives,

his two female servants, and his eleven sons, and
crossed over the ford of the Jabbok. 2323 He took them
and sent them across the stream along with all that he
had. 2424 Jacob was left alone, and a man wrestled with
him there until daybreak. 2525 When the man saw that
He did not prevail against Jacob, He touched the sock-
et of his thigh, so the socket of Jacob’s thigh was dislo-

cated, as he wrestled with Him. 2626 Then He said, “Let
Me go, for the day breaks.”

But Jacob said, “I will not let You go, unless You bless
me.”

2727 So He said to him, “What is your name?”
And he said, “Jacob.”
2828 Then the man said, “Your name will no more be

called Jacob, but Israel. For you have fought with God
and with men, and have prevailed.”

2929 Then Jacob asked Him, “Tell me, I pray You, Your
name.”

But He said, “Why do you ask Me My name?” Then
He blessed him there.

3030 Jacob called the name of the place Peniel, saying, “I
have seen God face to face, and my life has been pre-
served.”

3131 As he crossed over Peniel, the sun rose over him,
and he was limping on his thigh. 3232 Therefore to this
day the children of Israel do not eat the sinew which is
attached to the socket of the thigh, because He
touched the socket of Jacob’s thigh in the sinew of the
hip.

Jacob Meets EsauJacob Meets Esau

Then Jacob looked up and saw Esau coming
and four hundred men with him. So he divided

the children among Leah, Rachel, and the two female
servants. 22 He put the female servants and their chil-
dren in front, then Leah and her children next, and
then Rachel and Joseph last. 33 He went on before
them, bowing himself to the ground seven times, until
he came near to his brother.

44 But Esau ran to meet him and embraced him and
fell on his neck and kissed him, and they wept. 55 When
Esau looked up and saw the women and the children,
he said, “Who are those with you?”

Jacob said, “The children whom God has graciously
given your servant.”

66 Then the female servants came near, they and their
children, and they bowed down. 77 Leah also with her
children came near and bowed themselves. Afterward
Joseph and Rachel came near, and they bowed them-
selves.

88 Esau said, “What do you mean by all this company
that I met?”

Jacob answered, “These are to find favor in the sight
of my lord.”

99 Esau said, “I have enough, my brother. Keep what
you have for yourself.”

1010 Jacob said, “No, I pray you, if I have now found fa-
vor in your sight, then receive my gift from my hand.
For I have seen your face, and it is as though I have
seen the face of God, with you having received me fa-
vorably. 1111 Please take my blessing that has been
brought to you, because God has dealt graciously with
me and because I have plenty.” So he urged him, and
he took it.
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1212 Then Esau said, “Let us journey on our way, and I
will go ahead of you.”

1313 But Jacob said to him, “My lord knows that the chil-
dren are weak, and the flocks and herds with young
are with me. If they are driven too hard one day, all
the flock will die. 1414 Please let my lord pass over before
his servant, and I will lead on slowly, according to the
pace of the livestock that goes before me and the pace
the children will be able to endure, until I come to my
lord at Seir.”

1515 So Esau said, “Let me leave some of the people
that are with me with you.”

But Jacob said, “What need is there? Let me find fa-
vor in the sight of my lord.”

1616 So Esau returned that day making his way back to
Seir. 1717 But Jacob journeyed to Sukkoth and built him-
self a house and made booths for his livestock. There-
fore the name of the place is called Sukkoth.

1818 Jacob came peacefully to the city of Shechem,
which is in the land of Canaan, on his way from Pad-
dan Aram, and camped before the city. 1919 He bought a
parcel of a field, where he had pitched his tent, from
the children of Hamor, Shechem’s father, for a hun-
dred pieces †† of silver. 2020 He erected an altar there and
called it El Elohe Israel.

Dinah Is DefiledDinah Is Defiled

Now Dinah, the daughter of Leah, whom she
bore to Jacob, went out to see the daughters of

the land. 22 When Shechem, the son of Hamor the
Hivite, prince of the land, saw her, he took her and lay
with her and defiled her. 33 He was very smitten by Di-
nah the daughter of Jacob, and he loved the girl and
spoke kindly to her. 44 Shechem spoke to his father
Hamor, saying, “Get me this girl for mymy wife.”

55 Now Jacob heard that Shechem had violated his
daughter Dinah, but his sons were with his livestock in
the field, so Jacob held his peace until they came.

66 Hamor the father of Shechem went out to Jacob to
commune with him. 77 The sons of Jacob came out of
the field when they heard it, and the men were griev-
ed and were very disturbed, because Shechem had
disgraced Israel by lying with Jacob’s daughter, a thing
that should not be done.

88 Hamor spoke with them, saying, “The soul of my
son Shechem longs for your daughter. I pray that you
will give her to him to marry. 99 Make marriages with
us, and give your daughters to us, and take our
daughters for yourselves. 1010 You may dwell with us,
and the land will be before you. Dwell and trade in it
and get possessions in it.”

1111 Shechem said to her father and to her brothers,
“Let me find favor in your eyes, and whatever you say
to me I will give. 1212 You can make the dowry and gift I
must bring high, and I will give according to what you
say to me. Just give me the girl to marry.”

† Heb. a a hundred qesitahs; a qesitahqesitah

1313 The sons of Jacob answered Shechem and Hamor
his father deceitfully, because he had defiled Dinah
their sister. 1414 They said to them, “We cannot do this.
To give our sister to one who is uncircumcised would
be a disgrace to us. 1515 But we will consent to you in
this: If you will become as we are, that is, every one of
your males be circumcised, 1616 then we will give our
daughters to you, and we will take your daughters to
us, and we will dwell with you, and we will become one
people. 1717 But if you will not listen to us and be circum-
cised, then we will take our daughter, and we will
leave.”

1818 Their words pleased Hamor and Shechem,
Hamor’s son. 1919 The young man did not delay to do the
thing, because he wanted Jacob’s daughter. Now he
was more respected than all the household of his fa-
ther. 2020 So Hamor and Shechem his son came to the
gate of their city, and they spoke with the men of their
city, saying, 2121 “These men are at peace with us. There-
fore let them dwell in the land and trade in it. For the
land is large enough for them. Let us take their daugh-
ters as our wives, and let us give them our daughters.
2222 Only on this condition will the men consent to dwell
with us and be one people: if every male among us will
be circumcised as they are circumcised. 2323 Will not their
livestock and their possessions and every animal of
theirs be ours? Only, let us agree with them, and they
will dwell with us.”

2424 All who went out of the gate of his city listened to
Hamor and Shechem his son, and every male was cir-
cumcised, all who went out of the gate of his city.

2525 On the third day, when they were in pain, two of Ja-
cob’s sons, Simeon and Levi, Dinah’s brothers, took
their swords and went to the unsuspecting city and
killed all the males. 2626 They killed Hamor and Shechem
his son with the edge of the sword and took Dinah out
of the house of Shechem and departed. 2727 The sons of
Jacob came upon the slain and looted the city, because
they had defiled their sister. 2828 They took their flocks
and their herds, their donkeys and whatever was in
the city and in the fields. 2929 They took captive and loot-
ed all their wealth, all their little ones, and their wives,
even all that was in each house.

3030 Then Jacob said to Simeon and Levi, “You have
brought trouble on me by making me revolting among
the inhabitants of the land, among the Canaanites and
the Perizzites. Our being few in number, they will gath-
er themselves together against me and slay me, and I
will be destroyed, both I and my household.”

3131 But they said, “Should he treat our sister like a
prostitute?”

Jacob Returns to BethelJacob Returns to Bethel

Then God said to Jacob, “Arise, go up to Bethel,
dwell there, and there make an altar to God,

who appeared to you when you fled from the face of
Esau your brother.”
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22 So Jacob said to his household and to all who were
with him, “Put away the foreign gods that are among
you. Purify yourselves and change your clothes. 33 Let
us arise and go up to Bethel, and there I will make an
altar to God, who answered me in the day of my dis-
tress and has been with me wherever I have gone.”
44 So they gave Jacob all the foreign gods which were in
their possession and all their earrings which were in
their ears, and Jacob hid them under the oak which
was near Shechem. 55 As they traveled, the terror of
God was on the cities that were around them, and
they did not pursue the sons of Jacob.

66 So Jacob came to Luz (that is, Bethel), which is in
the land of Canaan, he and all the people who were
with him. 77 There he built an altar and called the place
El Bethel, because God had appeared to him there
when he fled from his brother.

88 Now Deborah, Rebekah’s nurse, died and was
buried beneath Bethel under the oak. So it was called
Allon Bakuth.

99 God appeared to Jacob again when he came out of
Paddan Aram and blessed him. 1010 God said to him,
“Your name is Jacob. Your name shall not be called Ja-
cob any more, but Israel shall be your name.” So He
called his name Israel.

1111 God said to him, “I am God Almighty. Be fruitful
and multiply. A nation and a company of nations will
come from you, and kings shall come forth from you.
1212 The land that I gave Abraham and Isaac, I will give to
you, and to your descendants after you I will give the
land.” 1313 Then God went up from him in the place
where He had spoken with him.

1414 Jacob set up a pillar in the place where He had spo-
ken with him, a pillar of stone, and he poured out a
drink offering on it, and he poured oil on it tootoo . 1515 So
Jacob called the name of the place where God had
spoken with him Bethel.

The Deaths of Rachel and IsaacThe Deaths of Rachel and Isaac
1Ch 2:1–2

1616 They journeyed from Bethel, and when they were
still some distance from Ephrath, Rachel went into la-
bor, and she had a difficult labor. 1717 When she was in
hard labor, the midwife said to her, “Do not fear. You
will have this son also.” 1818 As her soul was departing
(for she died), she called his name Ben-Oni, but his fa-
ther called him Benjamin.

1919 Rachel died and was buried on the way to Ephrath,
which is Bethlehem. 2020 Jacob set a pillar on her grave.
It is the pillar of Rachel’s grave to this day.

2121 Israel journeyed and pitched his tent beyond the
tower of Eder. 2222 When Israel lived in that land, Reuben
went and lay with Bilhah, his father’s concubine, and
Israel heard about it.
Now the sons of Jacob were twelve:

2323 The sons of Leah were
Reuben, Jacob’s firstborn,

and Simeon and Levi and Judah and Issachar and
Zebulun.

2424 The sons of Rachel were
Joseph and Benjamin.

2525 And the sons of Bilhah, Rachel’s maidservant,
were
Dan and Naphtali.

2626 And the sons of Zilpah, Leah’s maidservant, were
Gad and Asher.

These are the sons of Jacob, which were born to him in
Paddan Aram.

2727 Jacob came back to Isaac his father in Mamre of
Kiriath Arba (which is Hebron), where Abraham and
Isaac had sojourned. 2828 Now the days of Isaac were
one hundred and eighty years. 2929 And Isaac breathed
his last and died and was gathered to his people, be-
ing old and full of days, and his sons Esau and Jacob
buried him.

Esau’Esau’s Descendantss Descendants
1Ch 1:35–42

Now these are the generations of Esau, who is
Edom.

22 Esau took his wives from the daughters of Canaan:
Adah the daughter of Elon the Hittite, and
Oholibamah the daughter of Anah the daughter of
Zibeon the Hivite, 33 and Basemath, Ishmael’s daughter,
sister of Nebaioth.

44 Adah bore to Esau Eliphaz, and Basemath bore
Reuel, 55 and Oholibamah bore Jeush, Jalam, and Korah.
These are the sons of Esau, who were born to him in
the land of Canaan.

66 Then Esau took his wives, his sons, his daughters,
and all the people of his house, his livestock, all his an-
imals, and all his property that he had acquired in the
land of Canaan, and he moved to a land some dis-
tance from his brother Jacob. 77 For their possessions
were too great for them to dwell together, and the
land where they were foreigners could not sustain
them because of their livestock. 88 So Esau settled in
the hill country of Seir. Esau is Edom.

99 These are the generations of Esau the father of the
Edomites in the hill country of Seir.

1010 These are the names of Esau’s sons:
Eliphaz the son of Adah the wife of Esau, and
Reuel the son of Basemath the wife of Esau.

1111 The sons of Eliphaz were
Teman, Omar, Zepho, Gatam, and Kenaz.
1212 Timna was a concubine to Eliphaz, Esau’s son,
and she bore to Eliphaz Amalek. These were the
sons of Adah, Esau’s wife.

1313 These are the sons of Reuel:
Nahath, Zerah, Shammah, and Mizzah. These
were the sons of Basemath, Esau’s wife.

1414 These were the sons of Oholibamah, the daugh-
ter of Anah the daughter of Zibeon, Esau’s wife: she
bore to Esau
Jeush, Jalam, and Korah.
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The Chiefs of EdomThe Chiefs of Edom
1515 These were chiefs of the sons of Esau.

The sons of Eliphaz the firstborn son of Esau were
Chief Teman, Chief Omar, Chief Zepho, Chief Ke-
naz, 1616 Chief Korah, Chief Gatam, and Chief
Amalek. These are the chiefs who came from Elip-
haz in the land of Edom. These were the sons of
Adah.

1717 These were the sons of Reuel Esau’s son:
Chief Nahath, Chief Zerah, Chief Shammah, and
Chief Mizzah. These are the chiefs who came from
Reuel in the land of Edom. These were the sons of
Basemath, Esau’s wife.

1818 These were the sons of Oholibamah, Esau’s wife:
Chief Jeush, Chief Jalam, and Chief Korah. These
were the chiefs who came from Oholibamah, the
daughter of Anah, Esau’s wife.

1919 These were the sons of Esau, who is Edom, and
these were their chiefs.

The Sons of SeirThe Sons of Seir
2020 These were the sons of Seir the Horite, who in-
habited the land:
Lotan, Shobal, Zibeon, Anah, 2121 Dishon, Ezer, and
Dishan. These were the chiefs of the Horites, the
children of Seir in the land of Edom.

2222 The children of Lotan were
Hori and Homam, and Lotan’s sister was Timna.

2323 The children of Shobal were these:
Alvan, Manahath, Ebal, Shepho, and Onam.

2424 These were the children of Zibeon:
Aiah and Anah. This was the Anah who found the
water in the wilderness as he fed the donkeys of
Zibeon, his father.

2525 The children of Anah were these:
Dishon and Oholibamah, the daughter of Anah.

2626 These are the children of Dishon:
Hemdan, Eshban, Ithran, and Keran.

2727 The children of Ezer were these:
Bilhan, Zaavan, and Akan.

2828 The children of Dishan were these:
Uz and Aran.

2929 These were the chiefs that came from the
Horites:
Chief Lotan, Chief Shobal, Chief Zibeon, Chief
Anah, 3030 Chief Dishon, Chief Ezer, and Chief Dis-
han. These are the chiefs who came from Hori,
among their chiefs in the land of Seir.

The Kings of EdomThe Kings of Edom
1Ch 1:43–54

3131 These were the kings who reigned in the land of
Edom before there reigned any king over the children
of Israel.

3232 Bela the son of Beor reigned in Edom, and the
name of his city was Dinhabah.

3333 Bela died, and Jobab the son of Zerah of Bozrah
reigned in his stead.
3434 Jobab died, and Husham of the land of Temani
reigned in his stead.
3535 Husham died, and Hadad the son of Bedad, who
defeated Midian in the field of Moab, reigned in his
stead, and the name of his city was Avith.
3636 Hadad died, and Samlah of Masrekah reigned in
his stead.
3737 Samlah died, and Shaul of Rehoboth by the river
reigned in his stead.
3838 Shaul died, and Baal-Hanan the son of Akbor
reigned in his stead.
3939 Baal-Hanan the son of Akbor died, and Hadad
reigned in his stead, and the name of his city was
Pau. His wife’s name was Mehetabel, the daughter
of Matred, the daughter of Me-Zahab.

4040 These are the names of the chiefs who came from
Esau, according to their families, according to their
places, by their names:

Chief Timnah, Chief Alvah, Chief Jetheth, 4141 Chief
Oholibamah, Chief Elah, Chief Pinon, 4242 Chief Ke-
naz, Chief Teman, Chief Mibzar, 4343 Chief Magdiel,
and Chief Iram. These were the chiefs of Edom,
according to their settlements in the land of their
possession.

Esau waswas the father of the Edomites.

JosephJoseph’’s Drs Dreamseams

Now Jacob lived in the land where his father
was a foreigner, in the land of Canaan.

22 These are the generations of Jacob.
Joseph, being seventeen years old, was feeding the

flock with his brothers, and the boy was with the sons
of Bilhah and with the sons of Zilpah, his father’s
wives. Joseph brought back a bad report about them
to their father.

33 Now Israel loved Joseph more than all his sons, be-
cause he was the son of his old age, and he made him
a coat of many colors. ††44 But when his brothers saw
that their father loved him more than all his brothers,
they hated him and could not speak peaceably to him.

55 Now Joseph dreamed a dream, and when he told it
to his brothers, they hated him even more. 66 He said to
them, “Please listen to this dream which I have
dreamed. 77 We were binding sheaves in the field. All of
a sudden my sheaf rose up and stood upright, and
your sheaves stood around it and bowed down to my
sheaf.”

88 His brothers said to him, “Will you really reign over
us, or will you really have dominion over us?” So they
hated him even more because of his dreams and his
words.

99 Then he dreamed another dream and told it to his
brothers and said, “I have dreamed another dream.

† From the Septuagint, a cloak with long sleeves, a full-length
cloak, or an embroidered cloak, showing favoritism.
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The sun and the moon and eleven stars were bowing
to me.”

1010 But when he told it to his father and his brothers,
his father rebuked him and said to him, “What is this
dream that you have dreamed? Will I and your mother
and your brothers really come to bow down ourselves
to you to the ground?” 1111 So his brothers were jealous
of him, but his father kept the matter in mindin mind .

Joseph Sold Into SlaveryJoseph Sold Into Slavery
1212 Now his brothers went to feed their father’s flock

in Shechem. 1313 Israel said to Joseph, “Are not your
brothers feeding the flock in Shechem? Come, and I
will send you to them.”

He answered, “Here I am.”
1414 Israel said to him, “Please go and see if it is well

with your brothers and well with the flocks, and bring
back word to me.” So he sent him out of the Valley of
Hebron, and he came to Shechem.

1515 A certain man found him wandering in the field.
The man asked him, “What are you looking for?”

1616 And he said, “I am looking for my brothers. Please
tell me where they are feeding their flocks.”

1717 The man said, “They have departed from here. I
heard them say, ‘Let us go to Dothan.’”

So Joseph went after his brothers and found them in
Dothan.

1818 When they saw him some distance away, before he
came near to them, they conspired against him to kill
him.

1919 They said one to another, “The master of dreams
comes! 2020 Come now, let us kill him and throw him into
some pit, and we will say, ‘Some evil beast has de-
voured him.’ Then we will see what will become of his
dreams.”

2121 But when Reuben heard it, he rescued him out of
their hands, saying, “Let us not kill him.” 2222 Reuben
said to them, “Shed no blood, but throw him into this
pit here in the wilderness, but lay no hand on him,” so
that he might rescue him out of their hands and deliv-
er him to his father again.

2323 When Joseph came to his brothers, they stripped
Joseph of his coat—his coat of many colors that he
had on. 2424 And they took him and threw him into a pit.
The pit was empty, and there was no water in it.

2525 Then they sat down to eat. And looking up, they
saw a caravan of Ishmaelites coming from Gilead, with
their camels bearing spices, balm, and myrrh, carrying
it down to Egypt.

2626 Then Judah said to his brothers, “What profit is it if
we kill our brother and cover up his blood? 2727 Come, let
us sell him to the Ishmaelites, and let us not lay our
hand on him, for he is our brother and our own flesh.”
So his brothers agreed.

2828 Then when the Midianite merchants passed by,
they drew Joseph up and lifted him out of the pit and
sold Joseph to the Ishmaelites for twenty shekels of
silver. †† They took Joseph to Egypt.

2929 When Reuben returned to the pit and saw that
Joseph was not in the pit, he tore his clothes. 3030 He re-
turned to his brothers, and said, “The boy is not thertheree ,
and I, where can I go?”

3131 They took Joseph’s coat and killed a young goat
and dipped the coat in the blood. 3232 Then they took the
coat of many colors and brought it to their father and
said, “This we have found. Do you know whether it is
your son’s robe or not?”

3333 He knew it and said, “It is my son’s coat. A wild
beast has devoured him. Joseph has without a doubt
been torn into pieces.”

3434 Jacob tore his clothes and put sackcloth on his
waist and mourned for his son many days. 3535 All his
sons and all his daughters rose up to comfort him, but
he refused to be comforted. And he said, “For I will go
down into the grave mourning for my son.” So his fa-
ther wept for him.

3636 Meanwhile the Midianites sold him in Egypt to
Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh and captain of the
guard.

Judah and TJudah and Tamaramar

At that time Judah left his brothers and visited a
certain Adullamite, whose name was Hirah.

22 There Judah saw the daughter of a certain Canaanite,
whose name was Shua, and he took her and had rela-
tions with her. 33 She conceived and bore a son, and he
called his name Er. 44 She conceived again and bore a
son, and she called his name Onan. 55 She again con-
ceived and bore a son and called his name Shelah. He
was at Kezib when she bore him.

66 Judah took a wife for Er his firstborn, whose name
was Tamar. 77 But Er, Judah’s firstborn, was wicked in
the sight of the LORD , so the LORD killed him.

88 Then Judah said to Onan, “Go have relations with
your brother’s wife, and marry her, and raise up de-
scendants for your brother.” 99 But Onan knew that the
descendant would not be his, so when he had rela-
tions with his brother’s wife, he let his semen go on
the ground, so that he would not give a descendant to
his brother. 1010 What he did displeased the LORD ;
therefore He killed him also.

1111 Then Judah said to Tamar, his daughter-in-law, “Re-
main a widow at your father’s house until Shelah my
son grows up.” For he thought, “He may die also, just
as his brothers did.” So Tamar went and lived in her fa-
ther’s house.

1212 As time went on, the daughter of Shua, Judah’s
wife, died. After Judah was consoled, he went up to his
sheepshearers in Timnah, he and his friend Hirah the
Adullamite.

1313 It was told to Tamar, “Your father-in-law is going
up to Timnah to shear his sheep.” 1414 She took off her
widow’s clothing, covered herself with a veil, wrapped
herself up, and sat in an open place, which is by the

† About 8 ounces, or 230 grams.
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road to Timnah. For she saw that Shelah was grown,
and she was not given to him as hishis wife.

1515 When Judah saw her, he thought she was a prosti-
tute, because she had covered her face. 1616 He turned
to her by the road and said, “Come now, let me have
relations with you” (for he did not know that she was
his daughter-in-law).

And she said, “What will you give me, so that you
may have relations with me?”

1717 And he said, “I will send you a young goat from the
flock.”

And she said, “Will you give me a pledge, until you
send it?”

1818 And he said, “What pledge should I give you?”
And she said, “Your signet, your bracelets, and your

staff that is in your hand.” So he gave them to her and
had relations with her, and she conceived by him.
1919 She arose and went away, and taking off her veil,
she put on her widow’s clothing.

2020 Judah sent the young goat by his friend the Adul-
lamite to receive his pledge from the woman’s hand,
but he could not find her. 2121 Then he asked the men of
the place, “Where is the cult prostitute who was at
Enaim by the road?”

And they said, “There was no prostitute in this place.”
2222 So he returned to Judah and said, “I cannot find

her. Also, the men of the place said there was no cult
prostitute in this place.”

2323 Judah replied, “Let her keep them for herself, or we
shall be laughed at. I sent this young goat, and you
did not find her.”

2424 After about three months, it was told Judah,
“Tamar your daughter-in-law has turned to prostitu-
tion, and what is more, as a result of prostitution she
is pregnant.”

Then Judah said, “Bring her forth, and let her be
burned!”

2525 When she was brought forth, she sent worwordd to her
father-in-law, saying, “By the man to whom these be-
long am I with child.” And she said, “Please identify
whose these are—the signet and bracelet and staff.”

2626 Judah recognized them and said, “She has been
more righteous than I, because I did not give her to
Shelah my son.” He did not have relations with her
again.

2727 When it was time for her to give birth, there were
twins in her womb. 2828 While she was giving birth, one
put out his hand, and the midwife took and tied on his
hand a scarlet thread, saying, “This one came out
first.” 2929 But as he drew back his hand, his brother
came out. Then she said, “How have you made a
breach for yourself?” Therefore his name was called
Perez. 3030 Afterward his brother came out, the one that
had the scarlet thread on his hand, and his name was
called Zerah.

Joseph and PotipharJoseph and Potiphar’’s Wifes Wife

Now Joseph was brought down to Egypt, and
Potiphar, an officer of Pharaoh, captain of the

guard, an Egyptian, bought him from the Ishmaelites
who had brought him down there.

22 The LORD was with Joseph, so that he became a
prosperous man. He was in the house of his master,
the Egyptian. 33 His master saw that the LORD was with
him and that the LORD made all that he did to pros-
per. 44 Joseph found favor in his sight and served him.
So he made him overseer over his house, and all that
he had he put under his charge. 55 From the time that
he had made him overseer in his house and over all
that he had, the LORD blessed the Egyptian’s house on
account of Joseph. So the blessing of the LORD was on
all that he had in the house and in the field. 66 So he left
all that he had in Joseph’s charge, and he had no con-
cerns regarding anything except the food he ate.

Now Joseph was handsome and well-built. 77 After a
time, his master’s wife took notice of Joseph and said,
“Lie with me.”

88 But he refused and said to his master’s wife, “My
master does not concern himself with anythinganything con-
cerning me in the house, and he has committed all
that he has to my charge. 99 There is none greater in
this house than I. He has kept nothing back from me
but you, because you are his wife. How then can I do
this great wickedness and sin against God?” 1010 She
spoke to Joseph every day, but he did not listen to her
about lying with her or being with her.

1111 But it happened one day that Joseph went into the
house to do his work, and none of the men of the
house was there. 1212 She caught him by his clothing,
saying, “Lie with me.” But he left his clothing in her
hand and fled and got outside.

1313 When she saw that he had left his clothing in her
hand and had fled outside, 1414 she called to the men of
her house and spoke to them, saying, “See, he has
brought in a Hebrew among us to humiliate us. He
came in to me to lie with me, and I cried out with a
loud voice. 1515 When he heard that I lifted up my voice
and cried out, he left his clothing with me, fled, and
got outside.”

1616 She laid up his clothing next to her until his master
came home. 1717 She spoke to him using these words,
saying, “The Hebrew servant, whom you have brought
to us, came in to me to mock me. 1818 When I lifted up
my voice and cried out, he left his clothing with me
and fled outside.”

1919 When his master heard the words of his wife,
which she spoke to him, saying, “This is what your ser-
vant did to me,” he became enraged. 2020 Joseph’s mas-
ter took him and put him into the prison, a place
where the king’s prisoners were confined.

So he was there in the prison. 2121 But the LORD was
with Joseph and showed him mercy and gave him fa-
vor in the sight of the keeper of the prison. 2222 The
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keeper of the prison committed all the prisoners that
were in the prison to the charge of Joseph. So whatev-
er they did there, he was the one responsible for it.
2323 The keeper of the prison did not concern himself
with anything that was under Joseph’s charge because
the LORD was with him. And whatever he did, the
LORD made it to prosper.

Joseph InterprJoseph Interprets Drets Dreamseams

Sometime after this, the cupbearer of the king
of Egypt and his baker offended their lord, the

king of Egypt. 22 Pharaoh was angry with his two offi-
cials, with the chief of the cupbearers and with the
chief of the bakers. 33 So he put them in confinement in
the house of the captain of the guard, in the prison,
the place where Joseph was confined. 44 The captain of
the guard charged Joseph with them, and he attended
to them.

They continued to be in confinement for some time.
55 Then the cupbearer and the baker for the king of
Egypt, who were confined in the prison, both had a
dream the same night, each man with his own dream
and each dream with its oownwn interpretation.

66 Joseph came in to them in the morning and looked
at them and realized they were sad. 77 So he asked
Pharaoh’s officials who were with him in the care of his
lord’s house, saying, “Why do you look so sad today?”

88 And they said to him, “We have dreamed a dream,
and there is no interpreter for it.”

Then Joseph said to them, “Do not interpretations
belong to God? Please tell them to me.”

99 The chief cupbearer told his dream to Joseph and
said to him, “In my dream, a vine was in front of me.
1010 And in the vine there were three branches. As it bud-
ded, its blossoms shot forth and its clusters brought
forth ripe grapes. 1111 Pharaoh’s cup was in my hand,
and I took the grapes, and pressed them into
Pharaoh’s cup, and I put the cup into Pharaoh’s hand.”

1212 Joseph said to him, “This is the interpretation of it.
The three branches are three days. 1313 Within three
days Pharaoh will lift up your head and restore you to
your place, and you will deliver Pharaoh’s cup into his
hand in the same way you did before when you were
his cupbearer. 1414 But remember me when it is well with
you, and show kindness, I pray you, to me, and make
mention of me to Pharaoh, and get me out of this
house. 1515 For I was indeed kidnapped out of the land
of the Hebrews, and I have done nothing that they
should put me in the dungeon.”

1616 When the chief baker saw that the interpretation
was good, he said to Joseph, “I also was in my dream,
and I had three white baskets on my head. 1717 In the
uppermost basket there was all manner of baked
goods for Pharaoh, and the birds ate them out of the
basket on my head.”

1818 Joseph answered and said, “This is the interpreta-
tion: The three baskets are three days. 1919 Within three
days Pharaoh will lift your head from off you and will

hang you on a tree, and the birds will eat your flesh
from you.”

2020 It happened on the third day, which was Pharaoh’s
birthday, that he made a feast for all his servants. He
lifted up the heads of the chief cupbearer and the
chief baker among his servants. 2121 He restored the
chief cupbearer to his position again, and he put the
cup into Pharaoh’s hand. 2222 However, he hanged the
chief baker, just as Joseph had interpreted to them.

2323 Yet, the chief cupbearer did not remember Joseph,
but forgot him.

PharPharaohaoh’’s Drs Dreamseams

After two whole years, Pharaoh had a dream
that he was standing by the Nile. 22 Seven fine-

looking and fattened cows suddenly came up out of
the river, and they grazed in the meadow. 33 Then seven
other cows came up after them out of the river, ugly
and gaunt, and stood by the other cows on the river-
bank. 44 The ugly and gaunt cows ate up the seven fine-
looking and fattened cows. Then Pharaoh awoke.

55 He slept and dreamed a second time. Seven ears of
grain suddenly came up on one stalk, plump and
good. 66 Then seven thin ears, scorched by the east
wind, sprang up after them. 77 The seven thin ears de-
voured the seven plump and full ears. Then Pharaoh
awoke and realized it was a dream.

88 In the morning his spirit was troubled, and he sent
and called for all the magicians of Egypt and all its
wise men. Pharaoh told them his dreams, but there
was no one who could interpret them to Pharaoh.

99 Then the chief cupbearer spoke to Pharaoh, saying,
“Today I remember my offenses. 1010 Pharaoh was angry
with his servants and put me in confinement in the
captain of the guard’s house, both me and the chief
baker. 1111 And we had a dream in the same night, he
and I. We, each of us, dreamed according to the inter-
pretation of his oownwn dream. 1212 A young Hebrew man
was with us there, a servant to the captain of the
guard. We told him and he interpreted our dreams for
us. To each man he interpreted according to his oownwn
dream. 1313 It happened just as he interpreted. He re-
stored me to my position, and the baker was hanged.”

1414 So Pharaoh sent and called for Joseph, and they
brought him hastily out of the dungeon. He shaved
himself, changed his clothes, and came to Pharaoh.

1515 Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I have dreamed a dream,
and there is no one who can interpret it. I have heard
it said of you that you can understand a dream to in-
terpret it.”

1616 Joseph answered Pharaoh, saying, “It is not in me.
God will give Pharaoh a favorable answer.”

1717 Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “In my dream, I
stood on the bank of the Nile. 1818 And suddenly there
came up out of the river seven cows, fattened and
fine-looking, and they grazed in the reeds. 1919 Then sev-
en other cows came up after them, poor and very ugly
and gaunt. I have never seen such ugliness in all the
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land of Egypt. 2020 And the gaunt and ugly cows ate up
the first seven fat cows. 2121 And when they had eaten
them up, no one would have known that they had eat-
en them, for they were still as ugly as before. Then I
awoke.

2222 “I also saw in my dreams seven ears of grof grainain , full
and good, suddenly come up on one stalk. 2323 Then sev-
en ears, thin and scorched by the east wind, sprang up
after them. 2424 And the thin ears swallowed the seven
good ears. So I told this to the magicians, but there
was no one who could explain it to me.”

2525 Then Joseph said to Pharaoh, “The dreams of
Pharaoh are one and the sameone and the same . God has shown
Pharaoh what He is about to do. 2626 The seven good
cows are seven years, and the seven good ears are
seven years. The dreams are one. 2727 The seven gaunt
and ugly cows that came up after them are seven
years, and the seven empty ears scorched by the east
wind will be seven years of famine.

2828 “It is as I have spoken to Pharaoh. God has shown
Pharaoh what He is about to do. 2929 Seven years of
great abundance will come throughout all the land of
Egypt. 3030 However, there will arise after them seven
years of famine. All the abundance will be forgotten in
the land of Egypt, and the famine will consume the
land. 3131 The abundance will be unknown in the land be-
cause of the famine following, for it will be very se-
vere. 3232 The reason the dream was repeated to
Pharaoh twice is because the matter is established by
God, and God will soon bring it to pass.

3333 “Now, therefore, let Pharaoh seek out a man whowho
isis discerning and wise and set him over the land of
Egypt. 3434 Let Pharaoh do this, and let him appoint offi-
cials over the land and collect the fifth part of the pro-
duce of the land of Egypt in the seven abundant years.
3535 Let them gather all the food from those good years
that come and lay up grain under the authority of
Pharaoh, and let them keep food in the cities. 3636 This
food will be for a reserve for the land for the seven
years of famine which will be in the land of Egypt, so
that the land does not perish during the famine.”

Joseph Rises to PoJoseph Rises to Powerwer
3737 The counsel seemed good to Pharaoh and to all of

his servants. 3838 Pharaoh said to his servants, “Can we
find anyone like this man, in whom is the Spirit of
God?”

3939 And Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Since God has shown
you all this, there is no one as discerning and wise as
you. 4040 You will be over my house, and according to
your word all my people will be ruled. Only in regard
to the throne will I be greater than you.”

4141 Then Pharaoh said to Joseph, “See, I have set you
over all the land of Egypt.” 4242 Pharaoh took off his ring
from his hand and put it on Joseph’s hand and arrayed
him in clothes of fine linen and put a gold chain
around his neck. 4343 Then he had him ride in the second
chariot which was his, and they cried out before him,

“Bow the knee!” So he set him over all the land of
Egypt.

4444 Pharaoh said to Joseph, “I am Pharaoh, and with-
out your consent no man will lift up his hand or foot in
all the land of Egypt.” 4545 Pharaoh called Joseph’s name
Zaphenath-Paneah, and he gave him a wife, Asenath
the daughter of Potiphera priest of On. †† And Joseph
went out over all the land of Egypt.

4646 Joseph was thirty years old when he stood before
Pharaoh, the king of Egypt. And Joseph went out from
the presence of Pharaoh and went throughout all the
land of Egypt. 4747 In the seven abundant years the earth
brought forth plentifully. 4848 So he gathered up all the
food of the seven years which was in the land of Egypt
and laid up the food in the cities. He put in every city
the food of the fields which surrounded the city.
4949 Joseph gathered great quantities of grain as the
sand of the sea until he stopped measuring it, for it
was beyond measure.

5050 Before the years of famine came, two sons were
born to Joseph, whom Asenath, the daughter of
Potiphera priest of On, bore to him. 5151 Joseph called
the name of the firstborn Manasseh, “For God,” he
said, “has made me forget all my trouble and all my fa-
ther’s house.” 5252 The name of the second he called
Ephraim, saying,saying, “For God has caused me to be fruitful
in the land of my affliction.”

5353 The seven years of abundance that were in the
land of Egypt ended. 5454 The seven years of famine be-
gan to come, just as Joseph had said. The famine was
in all lands, but there was food in all the land of Egypt.
5555 When all the land of Egypt was hungry, the people
cried to Pharaoh for food, and Pharaoh said to all the
Egyptians, “Go to Joseph. Do whatever he says to you.”

5656 The famine was over all the face of the earth, so
Joseph opened all the storehouses and sold to the
Egyptians, and the famine was severe throughout the
land of Egypt. 5757 Moreover, all countries came to Egypt
to Joseph to buy grain, because the famine was so se-
vere in all the lands.

JosephJoseph’’s Brs Brothers Go to Egyptothers Go to Egypt

Now when Jacob saw that there was grain in
Egypt, Jacob said to his sons, “Why do you look

at one another?” 22 And he said, “I have heard that
there is grain in Egypt. Go down there and buy somesome
for us, so that we may live and not die.”

33 Joseph’s ten brothers went down to buy grain in
Egypt. 44 But Jacob did not send Benjamin, Joseph’s
brother, with his brothers for he said, “Perhaps some
harm might happen to him.” 55 Thus the sons of Israel
came to buy grain among those who came, for the
famine was in the land of Canaan.

66 Now Joseph was the governor over the land, and it
was he who sold to all the people of the land. So
Joseph’s brothers came and bowed themselves down
before him with their faces to the ground. 77 Joseph

† On is also called a Heliopolis.
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saw his brothers, and he recognized them, but he pre-
tended to be a stranger to them and spoke harshly to
them. He said to them, “From where do you come?”

And they said, “From the land of Canaan to buy
food.”

88 Joseph knew his brothers, but they did not know
him. 99 Joseph also remembered the dreams that he
had dreamed of them. He said to them, “You are spies!
You came to see the nakedness of the land!”

1010 They said to him, “No, my lord, your servants have
come only to buy food. 1111 We are all one man’s sons.
We are honest men. Your servants are not spies.”

1212 But he said to them, “No, you have come to see
the nakedness of the land!”

1313 They said, “Your servants are twelve brothers, the
sons of one man in the land of Canaan. The youngest
is with our father today, and one is no longer living.”

1414 Joseph said to them, “It is as I said to you, ‘You are
spies!’ 1515 Here is how you will be tested. By the life of
Pharaoh, you will not leave here unless your youngest
brother comes here. 1616 Send one of you, and let him
get your brother, and you will be kept in prison, so
that your words may be tested, whether there be any
truth in you. Or else, by the life of Pharaoh, you are
surely spies.” 1717 He put them all together in custody for
three days.

1818 Joseph said to them the third day, “Do this and live,
for I fear God. 1919 If you are honest men, let one of your
brothers be confined in your prison house. The rest of
you go and carry grain for the famine of your house-
holds. 2020 Nevertheless, bring your youngest brother to
me so that your words may be verified and you shall
not die.” And they did so.

2121 Then they said one to another, “We are guilty con-
cerning our brother, because we saw the anguish of
his soul when he pleaded with us, but we would not
listen. Therefore, this distress has come upon us.”

2222 Reuben answered them, saying, “Did I not speak to
you, saying, ‘Do not sin against the boy’; and you
would not listen? Therefore, his blood is now required
of us.” 2323 They did not know that Joseph understood
them, for he spoke to them through an interpreter.

2424 He turned himself away from them and wept, but
then turned back to them again and spoke with them.
Then he took Simeon from them and bound him be-
fore their eyes.

2525 Joseph then gave the command to fill their sacks
with grain and to restore every man’s money to his
sack and to give them provisions for the way. And it
was done for them.

JosephJoseph’’s Brs Brothers Return Homeothers Return Home
2626 They loaded their donkeys with the grain and de-

parted from there.
2727 As one of them opened his sack to give his donkey

feed in the lodging place, he saw his money. It was in
the mouth of his sack. 2828 And he said to his brothers,
“My money has been returned. Here it is in my sack!”

Then their hearts sank, and they were afraid, saying
to one another, “What is this that God has done to us?”

2929 They came to Jacob their father in the land of
Canaan and told him all that had happened to them,
saying, 3030 “The man, the lord of the land, spoke harshly
to us and took us for spies of the country. 3131 And we
said to him, ‘We are honest men. We are not spies.
3232 We are twelve brothers, allall sons of our father. One is
no longer living, and the youngest is with our father
today in the land of Canaan.’

3333 “The man, the lord of the country, said to us, ‘Here
is how I may know that you are honest men. Leave
one of your brothers here with me, take food for the
famine of your households, and be gone. 3434 But bring
your youngest brother back to me. Then I will know
that you are not spies, but that you are honest men.
Then I will deliver your brother to you, and you may
trade in the land.’”

3535 As they emptied their sacks, every man’s bundle of
money was in his sack. When both they and their fa-
ther saw the bundles of money, they were afraid.
3636 Then Jacob their father said to them, “You have be-
reaved me of my children! Joseph is no more, Simeon
is no more, and you will take Benjamin away. All these
things are against me.”

3737 Reuben spoke to his father, saying, “Kill my two
sons if I fail to bring him to you. Put him in my hands,
and I will bring him back to you.”

3838 But Jacob said, “My son must not go down with
you, for his brother is dead, and he alone is left. If
harm should happen to him on the journey you are to
make, then you will bring down my gray hairs with
sorrow to the grave.”

JosephJoseph’’s Brs Brothers Return With Benjaminothers Return With Benjamin

Now the famine was severe in the land. 22 When
they had eaten up the grain which they had

brought out of Egypt, their father said to them, “Go
back and buy us a little food.”

33 Judah spoke to him, saying, “The man solemnly
warned us, saying, ‘You will not see my face unless
your brother is with you.’ 44 If you will send our brother
with us, we will go down and buy food for you. 55 But if
you will not send him, we will not go down. For the
man said to us, ‘You will not see my face unless your
brother is with you.’”

66 Israel said, “Why did you treat me so badly as to tell
the man that you had anotheranother brother?”

77 And they said, “The man asked us directly about
ourselves and our family, saying, ‘Is your father still
alive? Do you have another brother?’ So we answered
his questions. How could we even know that he would
say, ‘Bring your brother down’?”

88 And Judah said to Israel his father, “Send the boy
with me, and we will arise and go, so that we may live
and not die, both we and you, and also our little ones.
99 I will be a surety for him. You may hold me personally
responsible for him. If I fail to bring him back to you
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and set him before you, then let me bear the blame
forever. 1010 For if we had not delayed, we could have re-
turned twice.”

1111 Their father Israel said to them, “If it must be so,
do this. Take some of the best fruits in the land in your
bags, and carry down a present for the man: a little
balm and a little honey, spices, and myrrh, pistachio
nuts and almonds. 1212 Take double the money with you,
along with the money that was brought back in the
mouths of your sacks. Carry it with you again. Perhaps
it was a mistake. 1313 Also, take your brother and arise,
return to the man. 1414 And may God Almighty give you
mercy before the man, so that he may send away your
other brother, along with Benjamin. As for me, if I am
bereaved, I am bereaved.”

1515 The men took the gift, and they took double the
money with them, along with Benjamin. Then they
went on their way down to Egypt and stood before
Joseph. 1616 When Joseph saw Benjamin with them, he
said to the house steward, “Bring these men home,
slaughter an animal and prepare it, for these men will
dine with me at noon.”

1717 The man did as Joseph ordered, so the man
brought the men into Joseph’s house. 1818 The men were
afraid because they were brought into Joseph’s house.
They said, “We have been brought in because of the
money that was returned in our sacks the first time, so
that he may seek occasion against us and fall upon us
and take us for slaves with our donkeys.”

The Feast With JosephThe Feast With Joseph
1919 They approached the steward of Joseph’s house,

and they spoke with him at the entrance of the house.
2020 They said, “My lord, we indeed came down the first
time to buy food. 2121 When we came to the lodging
place, we opened our sacks and realized every man’s
money was in the mouth of his sack, our money in full
weight. So we have brought it again with us. 2222 We
have also brought additional money with us to buy
food. We cannot tell who put our money in our sacks.”

2323 He said, “Be at peace; do not be afraid. Your God
and the God of your father has given you treasure in
your sacks. I had your money.” Then he brought Sime-
on out to them.

2424 The man brought the men into Joseph’s house and
gave them water to wash their feet and gave feed to
their donkeys. 2525 Then they made ready the gift for
Joseph’s coming at noon, for they heard that they
would be eating a meal there.

2626 When Joseph came home, they brought into the
house to him the present that they had with them and
bowed themselves to him to the ground. 2727 He asked
them about their well-being and said, “Is your father
well, the old man of whom you spoke? Is he still alive?”

2828 And they answered, “Your servant our father is in
good health. He is still alive.” And they bowed down
their heads and prostrated themselves.

2929 He lifted up his eyes and saw his brother Ben-
jamin, his mother’s son, and said, “Is this your younger
brother of whom you spoke to me?” And he said, “God
be gracious to you, my son.” 3030 Joseph hurried outout , for
he was deeply moved over his brother and sought a
place to weep. So he entered into his chamber and
wept there.

3131 Then he washed his face and came out. Controlling
himself, he said, “Serve the food.”

3232 They served him by himself and them by them-
selves and the Egyptians who ate with him by them-
selves, because the Egyptians could not eat a meal
with the Hebrews, for that is an abomination to the
Egyptians. 3333 They sat before him, the firstborn accord-
ing to his birthright and the youngest according to his
youth, and the men looked at one another in astonish-
ment. 3434 He gave them portions from his own table,
but Benjamin’s serving was five times more than any
of theirs. So they drank and feasted with him.

Joseph Detains BenjaminJoseph Detains Benjamin

Then he commanded the steward of his house,
saying, “Fill the men’s sacks with food, as much

as they can carry, and put every man’s money in the
mouth of his sack. 22 Put my cup, the silver cup, in the
mouth of the sack of the youngest, along with his
grain money.” And he did according to what Joseph
had spoken.

33 As soon as the morning was light, the men were
sent away, they and their donkeys. 44 When they were
gone out of the city, but not yet far off, Joseph said to
his steward, “Get up, follow after the men. When you
overtake them, say to them, ‘Why have you rewarded
evil for good? 55 Is this not the one from which my lord
drinks and uses as he practices divination? You have
done evil in doing this.’”

66 So he overtook them, and he spoke to them these
same words. 77 They said to him, “Why does my lord say
these words? Far be it from your servants that they
should do such a thing. 88 Look, we brought back to
you from the land of Canaan the money that we found
in the top of our sacks. Why then would we steal silver
or gold from your lord’s house? 99 Whichever of your
servants is found with it shall die, and the rest of us
will become my lord’s slaves.”

1010 He said, “Now let it also be according to your
words. He with whom it is found shall be my slave, and
you will be blameless.”

1111 Then every man hurriedly took down his sack to
the ground, and every man opened his sack. 1212 He
searched, beginning with the oldest and ending with
the youngest. The cup was found in Benjamin’s sack.
1313 Then they tore their clothes, and every man loaded
his donkey and returned to the city.

1414 When Judah and his brothers came to Joseph’s
house, he was still there; and they fell to the ground
before him. 1515 Joseph said to them, “What deed is this
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that you have done? Did you not know that such a
man as I can certainly practice divination?”

1616 And Judah said, “What shall we say to my lord?
What shall we speak? Or how shall we clear ourselves?
God has found out the iniquity of your servants. Here
we are, my lord’s servants, both we and he also in
whose possession the cup was found.”

1717 But he said, “Far be it from me that I should do so.
The man in whose possession the cup was found shall
be my slave; but as for you, go up in peace to your fa-
ther.”

JudahJudah’’s Plea for Benjamins Plea for Benjamin
1818 Then Judah approached him and said, “O my lord,

please let your servant speak a word in my lord’s ears,
and do not be angry with your servant, for you are
equal to Pharaoh. 1919 My lord asked his servants, say-
ing, ‘Have you a father or a brother?’ 2020 And we said to
my lord, ‘We have a father, an old man, and a young
brother, the child of his old age. His brother is dead,
and he alone is left of his mother, and his father loves
him.’

2121 “You said to your servants, ‘Bring him down to me,
so that I may set my eyes on him.’ 2222 We said to my
lord, ‘The boy cannot leave his father, for if he should
leave his father, his father would die.’ 2323 You said to
your servants, ‘Unless your youngest brother comes
down with you, you will not see my face again.’
2424 When we went back to your servant, my father, we
told him the words of my lord.

2525 “Our father said, ‘Go again and buy us a little food.’
2626 We said, ‘We cannot go down. If our youngest broth-
er is with us, then we will go down, for we may not see
the man’s face, unless our youngest brother is with
us.’

2727 “Your servant, my father, said to us, ‘You know that
my wife bore me two sons. 2828 And the one went out
from me, and I said, “Surely he was torn in pieces,”
and I have not seen him since. 2929 And if you take this
one also from me and he is harmed, you will bring
down my gray hairs with sorrow to the grave.’

3030 “Now therefore when I come to your servant, my
father, and the boy is not with us, as his life is bound
up in the boy’s life, 3131 when he sees that the boy is not
with us, he will die, and your servants will bring down
the gray hairs of your servant, our father, with sorrow
to the grave. 3232 For your servant became surety for the
boy to my father, saying, ‘If I fail to bring him to you,
then I shall bear the blame to my father forever.’

3333 “Now therefore, please let your servant stay as a
slave to my lord instead of the boy, and let the boy go
up with his brothers. 3434 For how can I go up to my fa-
ther if the boy is not with me, lest perhaps I see the
evil that would find my father?”

Joseph ReJoseph Reveals His Identityveals His Identity

Then Joseph could not restrain himself before
all who stood by him, and he cried out, “Make

every man go out from me.” So no man stood with
him when Joseph made himself known to his brothers.
22 He wept so loudly that the Egyptians and the house
of Pharaoh heard about it.

33 Joseph said to his brothers, “I am Joseph. Is my fa-
ther still alive?” But his brothers could not answer him,
for they were dismayed in his presence.

44 Joseph said to his brothers, “Please come near to
me,” and they came near. Then he said, “I am your
brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. 55 Now do
not be upset or angry with yourselves because you
sold me here, for God sent me before you to preserve
life. 66 For these two years the famine has been in the
land, and there are still five years in which there will be
neither plowing nor harvesting. 77 God sent me ahead
of you to preserve you asas a remnant on the earth and
to save your lives by a great deliverance.

88 “So now it was not you who sent me here, but God.
He has made me a father to Pharaoh and lord of his
entire household and a ruler throughout all the land
of Egypt. 99 Hurry and go up to my father and say to
him, ‘This is what your son Joseph says, “God has
made me lord of all Egypt. Come down to me; do not
delay. 1010 And you will dwell in the land of Goshen, and
you will be near me, you and your children and your
children’s children, along with your flocks, your herds,
and all that you have. 1111 I will provide for you there, for
there are still five years of famine to come, lestto come, lest you
and your household, and all that you have, come to
poverty.” ’

1212 “Your eyes and the eyes of my brother Benjamin
see that it is my mouth that is speaking to you. 1313 You
must tell my father of all my glory in Egypt and of all
that you have seen, and you must hurry and bring my
father down here.”

1414 Then he fell on his brother Benjamin’s neck and
wept, and Benjamin wept on his neck. 1515 Moreover he
kissed all his brothers and wept on them. After that his
brothers talked with him.

1616 When the news reached Pharaoh’s palace that
Joseph’s brothers had come, it pleased Pharaoh and
his servants. 1717 Pharaoh said to Joseph, “Say to your
brothers, ‘Do this. Load your animals and go to the
land of Canaan. 1818 Get your father and your house-
holds and come to me, and I will give you the best of
the land of Egypt, and you shall eat the fat of the land.’

1919 “You are also commanded to say, ‘Do this: Take
your wagons out of the land of Egypt for your little
ones and for your wives, and get your father and
come. 2020 Also do not concern yourself with your goods,
for the best of all the land of Egypt is yours.’”

2121 So the sons of Israel did so, and Joseph gave them
wagons, according to the commandment of Pharaoh,
and gave them provisions for the journey. 2222 To each of
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them he gave a change of clothes, but he gave to Ben-
jamin three hundred shekels of silver †† and five
changes of clothes. 2323 To his father he sent the follow-
ing: ten donkeys loaded with the best things of Egypt
and ten female donkeys loaded with grain and bread
and provisions for his father on the journey. 2424 So he
sent his brothers away, and they departed. He said to
them, “Do not quarrel on the way.”

2525 They went up out of Egypt and came to the land of
Canaan to Jacob their father. 2626 They told him, “Joseph
is still alive, and he is governor over all the land of
Egypt.” And Jacob’s heart stood still because he could
not believe them. 2727 They told him all the words of
Joseph, which he had said to them, and when he saw
the wagons that Joseph had sent to carry him, the
spirit of their father Jacob revived. 2828 Then Israel said,
“Enough! Joseph my son is still alive. I will go and see
him before I die.”

JacobJacob’’s Journes Journey to Egypty to Egypt

So Israel set out with all that he had and came
to Beersheba and offered sacrifices to the God

of his father Isaac.
22 God spoke to Israel in visions of the night and said,

“Jacob, Jacob.”
And he said, “Here I am.”
33 Then He said, “I am God, the God of your father. Do

not be afraid to go down to Egypt, for I will make you
into a great nation there. 44 I will go down with you to
Egypt, and I will also surely bring you back again. And
Joseph’s own hand shall close your eyes.”

55 Jacob arose from Beersheba, and the sons of Israel
carried Jacob their father and their little ones and their
wives in the wagons that Pharaoh had sent to carry
him. 66 They took their livestock and their possessions
that they had acquired in the land of Canaan, and
came to Egypt, Jacob and all his descendants with him.
77 He brought with him to Egypt his sons and his sons’
sons, his daughters and his sons’ daughters, and all
his descendants.

88 These were the names of the sons of Israel, Jacob
and his sons, who came to Egypt:

Reuben, Jacob’s firstborn.
99 The sons of Reuben were
Hanok, Pallu, Hezron, and Karmi.

1010 The sons of Simeon were
Jemuel, Jamin, Ohad, Jakin, Zohar, and Shaul the
son of a Canaanite woman.

1111 The sons of Levi were
Gershon, Kohath, and Merari.

1212 The sons of Judah were
Er, Onan, Shelah, Perez, and Zerah (but Er and
Onan died in the land of Canaan).
The sons of Perez were
Hezron and Hamul.

1313 The sons of Issachar were
Tola, Puah, Job, and Shimron.

† About 71/2 pounds, or 3.5 kilograms.

1414 The sons of Zebulun were
Sered, Elon, and Jahleel.

1515 These were the sons of Leah, whom she bore to Ja-
cob in Paddan Aram, with his daughter Dinah. All his
sons and his daughters numbernumbereded thirty-three.

1616 And the sons of Gad were
Zephon, Haggi, Shuni, Ezbon, Eri, Arodi, and Areli.

1717 The sons of Asher were
Imnah, Ishvah, Ishvi, Beriah,
and Serah their sister.
The sons of Beriah:
Heber and Malkiel.

1818 These were the sons of Zilpah, whom Laban gave
to Leah his daughter; and these she bore to Jacob, six-
teen in all.

1919 The sons of Rachel, Jacob’s wife, were
Joseph and Benjamin. 2020 To Joseph in the land of
Egypt were born Manasseh and Ephraim, whom
Asenath the daughter of Potiphera, the priest of
On, bore to him.

2121 The sons of Benjamin were
Bela, Beker, Ashbel, Gera, Naaman, Ehi, Rosh,
Muppim, Huppim, and Ard.

2222 These were the sons of Rachel who were born to
Jacob, fourteen in all.

2323 The son of Dan was
Hushim.

2424 The sons of Naphtali:
Jahziel, †††† Guni, Jezer, and Shillem. ‡‡

2525 These were the sons of Bilhah, whom Laban gave
to Rachel his daughter, and she bore these to Jacob,
seven in all.

2626 All those who came with Jacob to Egypt, who were
direct descendants, besides the wives of Jacob’s sons,
were sixty-six in all. 2727 And the sons of Joseph, who
were born to him in Egypt, were two. All those of the
house of Jacob who came to Egypt were seventy.

Jacob Settles in GoshenJacob Settles in Goshen
2828 Now he sent Judah ahead of him to Joseph to get

directions to Goshen. And they came into the land of
Goshen. 2929 Joseph readied his chariot and went up to
Goshen to meet Israel his father. As soon as he ap-
peared to him, he fell on his neck and wept on his
neck a long time.

3030 Israel said to Joseph, “Now let me die, since I have
seen your face, because you are still alive.”

3131 Joseph said to his brothers and to his father’s
household, “I will go up and tell Pharaoh and say to
him, ‘My brothers and my father’s household, who
were in the land of Canaan, have come to me. 3232 The
men are shepherds; their work has been to feed live-
stock, and they have brought their flocks and their
herds and all that they have.’ 3333 When Pharaoh calls
you and asks, ‘What is your occupation?’ 3434 you shall
say, ‘Your servants have been keepers of livestock
from our youth even until now, both we and our fa-
†† a Jahzeelin Nu 26:48. ‡ a Shallumin 1Ch 7:13.
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thers,’ so that you may dwell in the land of Goshen,
because every shepherd is an abomination to the
Egyptians.”

Then Joseph went and told Pharaoh, “My father
and my brothers and their flocks and their herds

and all that they possess have come from the land of
Canaan and are nonoww in the land of Goshen.” 22 He took
five men from among his brothers and presented
them before Pharaoh.

33 Pharaoh asked his brothers, “What is your occupa-
tion?”

And they said to Pharaoh, “Your servants are shep-
herds, both we and also our fathers.” 44 They said to
Pharaoh, “We have come to sojourn in the land, for
your servants have no pasture for their flocks, be-
cause the famine is severe in the land of Canaan. Now
therefore, please allow your servants to dwell in the
land of Goshen.”

55 Pharaoh spoke to Joseph, saying, “Your father and
your brothers have come to you. 66 The land of Egypt is
before you. Have your father and your brothers dwell
in the best of the land. Have them dwell in the land of
Goshen, and if you know any capable men among
them, then put them in charge over my livestock.”

77 Then Joseph brought in Jacob his father and pre-
sented him to Pharaoh, and Jacob blessed Pharaoh.
88 Pharaoh said to Jacob, “How old are you?”

99 And Jacob said to Pharaoh, “The days of the years
of my pilgrimage are one hundred and thirty years.
My days of the years of my life have been few and evil,
and they have not attained to the days of the years of
the lives of my fathers in the days of their pilgrimage.”
1010 And Jacob blessed Pharaoh and went out from his
presence.

1111 So Joseph settled his father and his brothers and
gave them a possession in the land of Egypt, in the
best partpart of the land, in the land of Rameses, as
Pharaoh had commanded. 1212 Joseph provided food for
his father, his brothers, and his father’s entire house-
hold, according to the number of theirof their children.

Joseph and the FamineJoseph and the Famine
1313 There was no food in all the land, for the famine

was very severe, so that the land of Egypt and all the
land of Canaan languished because of the famine.
1414 Joseph gathered up all the money that was found in
the land of Egypt and in the land of Canaan for the
grain that they bought, and Joseph brought the money
into Pharaoh’s house. 1515 When the money was all spent
in the land of Egypt and in the land of Canaan, all the
Egyptians came to Joseph and said, “Give us food, for
why should we die in your presence? For our money is
gone.”

1616 Joseph said, “Give your livestock, and I will give you
foodfood for your livestock, if youryour money is gone.” 1717 They
brought their livestock to Joseph, and Joseph gave
them food in exchange for the horses, the flocks, the

herds, and the donkeys; and he fed them with food in
exchange for all their livestock for that year.

1818 When that year was ended, they came to him the
second year and said to him, “We will not hide it from
our lord, that our money is all spent. Our lord also has
our herds of livestock. There is nothing left in the sight
of my lord but our bodies and our lands. 1919 Why should
we die before your eyes, both we and our land? Buy us
and our land for food, and we and our land will be
slaves to Pharaoh. Also give us seed, so that we may
live and not die, so that the land will not be desolate.”

2020 So Joseph bought all the land of Egypt for Pharaoh,
for every Egyptian man sold his field because the
famine was severe on them. So the land became
Pharaoh’s. 2121 As for the people, he removed them to
cities from one end of the borders of Egypt to the oth-
er end. 2222 Only the land of the priests he did not buy;
for the priests had an allotment from Pharaoh, and
they lived off their allotment that Pharaoh gave them.
Therefore they did not sell their lands.

2323 Then Joseph said to the people, “I have bought you
and your land today for Pharaoh; here is seed for you
so you may sow the land. 2424 At the harvest, you must
give a fifth part to Pharaoh and four parts will be your
own, as seed for the field and for your food and for
those of your households and for food for your little
ones.”

2525 They said, “You have saved our lives. Let us find
grace in the sight of my lord, and we will be Pharaoh’s
slaves.”

2626 So Joseph made it a law over the land of Egypt to
this day, that Pharaoh should have the fifth part, ex-
cept from the land of the priests, which did not be-
come Pharaoh’s.

JacobJacob’’s Request of Josephs Request of Joseph
2727 Israel lived in the land of Egypt, in the land of

Goshen, and they had possessions there and grew and
became very numerous.

2828 And Jacob lived in the land of Egypt seventeen
years, so the years of Jacob’s life were one hundred
and forty-seven years. 2929 When the time drew near
when Israel would die, he called his son Joseph and
said to him, “If now I have found grace in your sight,
please put your hand under my thigh and deal kindly
and truly with me. Please do not bury me in Egypt,
3030 but let me lie with my fathers. Carry me out of Egypt
and bury me in their burial place.”

And he said, “I will do as you have said.”
3131 And he said, “Swear to me,” and he swore to him.

Then Israel bowed himself at the head of his bed.

Jacob Blesses JosephJacob Blesses Joseph’’s Sonss Sons

After these things, Joseph was told, “Your father
is sick.” So he took his two sons Manasseh and

Ephraim with him. 22 When Jacob was told, “Your son
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Joseph is coming to you,” Israel strengthened himself
and sat up in the bed.

33 Jacob said to Joseph, “God Almighty appeared to
me at Luz in the land of Canaan, and blessed me.
44 And He said to me, ‘I will make you fruitful and multi-
ply you, and I will make you into a multitude of people
and will give this land to your descendants after you
for an everlasting possession.’

55 “Now your two sons, Ephraim and Manasseh, who
were born to you in the land of Egypt before I came to
you in Egypt, are mine; as Reuben and Simeon, they
shall be mine. 66 Any children you have after them will
be yours and will be called by the names of their
brothers in their inheritance. 77 As for me, when I came
from Paddan, Rachel died beside me in the land of
Canaan on the way, when there was still some dis-
tance to get to Ephrath, and I buried her there on the
way to Ephrath (that is, Bethlehem).”

88 Then Israel saw Joseph’s sons and said, “Whose are
these?”

99 And Joseph said to his father, “They are my sons,
whom God has given me in this place.”

And he said, “Please bring them to me, and I will
bless them.”

1010 Now the eyes of Israel were dim with age, so that
he could not see. So Joseph brought them near to him,
and he kissed them and embraced them.

1111 Israel said to Joseph, “I never thought I would see
your face, but here God has also shown me your chil-
dren.”

1212 So Joseph took them from beside his knees, and
he bowed down with his face to the ground. 1313 Joseph
took them both, Ephraim in his right hand toward Is-
rael’s left hand, and Manasseh in his left hand toward
Israel’s right hand, and brought them near him. 1414 Is-
rael stretched out his right hand and laid it on
Ephraim’s head, who was the younger, and his left
hand on Manasseh’s head, crossing his hands, for
Manasseh was the firstborn.

1515 He blessed Joseph and said,
“God, before whom my fathers
Abraham and Isaac walked,

the God who fed me
all my life long to this day,

1616 the angel who redeemed me from all evil,
bless the boys;

let them be called by my name,
and the name of my fathers, Abraham and Isaac;

and let them grow into a multitude
in the midst of the earth.”

1717 When Joseph saw that his father laid his right hand
on the head of Ephraim, it displeased him, and he took
hold of his father’s hand to remove it from Ephraim’s
head to Manasseh’s head. 1818 Joseph said to his father,
“Not so, my father, for this one is the firstborn. Put
your right hand on his head.”

1919 His father refused and said, “I know it, my son, I
know it. He will also become a people, and he will also

be great, but truly his younger brother will be greater
than he, and his descendants will become a multitude
of nations.” 2020 He blessed them that day, saying,
“By you Israel will bless, saying,
‘May God make you like Ephraim and Manasseh.’”

So he set Ephraim before Manasseh.
2121 Israel said to Joseph, “I am about to die, but God

will be with you and return you again to the land of
your fathers. 2222 Moreover, I have given to you one por-
tion more than your brothers, which I took out of the
hand of the Amorites with my sword and my bow.”

Jacob Blesses His SonsJacob Blesses His Sons
Dt 33:1–29

Jacob called to his sons and said, “Gather your-
selves together, so that I may tell you what will

befall you in the last days.
22 Gather yourselves together and hear, sons of Jacob,
and listen to your father Israel.

33 Reuben, you are my firstborn,
my might and the beginning of my strength,
the excellency of dignity, and the excellency of pow-

er.
44 Unstable as water, you shall not excel,
because you went up to your father’s bed;
then you defiled it—he went up to my couch.

55 Simeon and Levi are brothers;
weapons of violence are their swords.

66 Let my soul not enter into their council;
let my glory not be united with their assembly;

for in their anger they killed men
and in their self-will they hamstrung oxen.

77 Cursed be their anger, for it is fierce;
and their wrath, for it is cruel!

I will divide them in Jacob
and scatter them in Israel.

88 Judah, your brothers shall praise you;
your hand shall be on the neck of your enemies;
your father’s sons will bow down before you.

99 Judah is a lion’s cub;
from the prey, my son, you have gone up.

He crouches and lies down like a lion;
and as a lion, who dares rouse him?

1010 The scepter shall not depart from Judah,
nor a lawgiver from between his feet,

until Shiloh comes;
and to him will be the obedience of the people.

1111 He tethers his foal to the vine,
and his colt to the choicest vine;

he washes his garments in wine,
his clothes in the blood of grapes.

1212 His eyes are darker than wine,
and his teeth whiter than milk.

1313 Zebulun shall dwell at the haven of the sea;
and he shall be a haven of ships.
His border shall be at Sidon.

1414 Issachar is a strong donkey,
lying down between two burdens;
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1515 he saw that a resting place was good,
and that the land was pleasant;

so he bowed his shoulder to bear the burden
and became a slave to forced labor.

1616 Dan shall judge his people
as one of the tribes of Israel.

1717 Dan shall be a serpent by the road,
a viper on the path,

that bites the horse’s heels
so that its rider will fall backward.

1818 I wait for Your salvation, O LORD !
1919 Gad shall be attacked by raiding bands,
but he shall raid at their heels.

2020 Asher’s food shall be rich,
and he shall yield royal delicacies.

2121 Naphtali is a doe set loose;
he gives beautiful words.

2222 Joseph is a fruitful bough,
a fruitful bough by a spring,
whose branches run over the wall.

2323 The archers bitterly attacked him,
they shot at him and hated him.

2424 But his bow remained firm.
His arms were agile

because of the hands of the Mighty One of Jacob,
because of the Shepherd, the Rock of Israel,

2525 because of the God of your father who will help
you,

and by the Almighty who will bless you
with blessings from heaven above,
blessings from the deep that lies beneath,
the blessings of the breasts and the womb.

2626 The blessings of your father have surpassed
the blessings of my fathers,
up to the utmost bound of the everlasting hills.

They will be on the head of Joseph,
and on the crown of the head of him who was set

apart from his brothers.
2727 Benjamin is a ravenous wolf;
in the morning he devours the prey,
and at night he divides the spoil.”

2828 These are all the twelve tribes of Israel, and this is
what their father said to them when he blessed them.
He blessed them, each with the blessing appropriate
to him.

The Death of JacobThe Death of Jacob
2929 Then he charged them and said to them, “I am

about to be gathered to my people. Bury me with my
fathers in the cave that is in the field of Ephron the Hit-
tite, 3030 in the cave that is in the field of Machpelah,
which is before Mamre in the land of Canaan, which
Abraham bought along with the field from Ephron the
Hittite as a burial place. 3131 They buried Abraham and
Sarah his wife there. They buried Isaac and Rebekah
his wife there, and I buried Leah there. 3232 The field and
the cave that is there were purchased from the chil-
dren of Heth.”

3333 When Jacob finished instructing his sons, he drew
his feet into the bed, breathed his last, and was gath-
ered to his people.

The Burial of JacobThe Burial of Jacob

Then Joseph fell on his father’s face and wept
over him and kissed him. 22 Joseph commanded

his servants the physicians to embalm his father. So
the physicians embalmed Israel. 33 Forty days were re-
quired for him, for such is the time required for those
who are embalmed. Then the Egyptians mourned for
him seventy days.

44 When the days of his mourning were past, Joseph
spoke to the household of Pharaoh, saying, “If now I
have found favor in your eyes, speak to Pharaoh, say-
ing, 55 ‘My father made me swear, saying, “I am about
to die. Bury me in my tomb which I dug for myself in
the land of Canaan.” Now therefore please let me go
up and bury my father, and then I will return.’”

66 Pharaoh said, “Go up and bury your father, as he
made you swear to do.”

77 Joseph went up to bury his father, and all the ser-
vants of Pharaoh went up with him too, the elders of
his household and all the elders of the land of Egypt,
88 all the house of Joseph and his brothers and his fa-
ther’s household. They left only their little ones and
their flocks and their herds in the land of Goshen.
99 Both the chariots and horsemen also went up with
him. It was a very great company.

1010 When they came to the threshing floor of Atad,
which is beyond the Jordan, they mourned with a
great and very sorrowful lamentation. He observed
seven days of mourning for his father. 1111 When the in-
habitants of the land, the Canaanites, saw the mourn-
ing at the threshing floor of Atad, they said, “This is a
grievous mourning for the Egyptians.” Therefore the
place was called Abel Mizraim, which is beyond the Jor-
dan.

1212 So his sons did with him just as he had command-
ed them. 1313 For his sons carried him into the land of
Canaan and buried him in the cave of the field of
Machpelah, near Mamre, which Abraham bought with
the field as a burial site from Ephron the Hittite. 1414 Af-
ter he had buried his father, Joseph returned to Egypt,
he and his brothers and all who went up with him to
bury his father.

Joseph ReassurJoseph Reassures His Bres His Brothersothers
1515 When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was

dead, they said, “Perhaps Joseph will hate us and will
certainly pay us back for all the wrong we did to him.”
1616 So they sent a message to Joseph, saying, “Your fa-
ther gave this command before he died: 1717 ‘Say to
Joseph, “I beg you, forgive the transgressions of your
brothers and their sin. For they did evil to you.” ’ Now,
please forgive the transgressions of the servants of
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the God of your father.” And Joseph wept when they
spoke to him.

1818 Then his brothers also went and fell down before
his face and said, “We are your servants.”

1919 Joseph said to them, “Do not be afraid, for am I in
the place of God? 2020 But as for you, you intended to
harm me, but God intended it for good, in order to
bring it about as it is this day, to save many lives. 2121 So
now, do not fear. I will provide for you and your little
ones.” So he comforted them and spoke kindly to
them.

The Death of JosephThe Death of Joseph
2222 Joseph stayed in Egypt, he and his father’s house-

hold, and Joseph lived one hundred and ten years.

2323 Joseph saw Ephraim’s children to the third genera-
tion. Also, the children of Makir, the son of Manasseh,
were brought up on Joseph’s knees.

2424 Joseph said to his brothers, “I am about to die. God
will surely come to you and bring you out of this land
to the land of which He swore to Abraham, to Isaac,
and to Jacob.” 2525 Then Joseph made the sons of Israel
swear, saying, “God will surely visit you, and you shall
carry up my bones from here.”

2626 So Joseph died at the age of one hundred and ten
years old, and they embalmed him, and he was put in
a coffin in Egypt.
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EXEXODUSODUS
Exodus was probably written between 1440 and 1400 BC. Jewish tradition and the New Testament writers at-
tribute this book to Moses. Its theme is deliverance and instruction. Exodus begins in Egypt where the Is-
raelites have been living in slavery to Pharaoh. Through a series of miracles, God delivers them from Egypt and
leads them through the Red Sea on dry land and into the desert, where they come to Mount Sinai. Here Moses
receives the Ten Commandments along with other laws governing Israel’s life and worship. The first tabernacle
is constructed during this period where sacrifices for sin are offered and God’s presence dwells.

IsrIsrael Opprael Oppressedessed

Now these are the names of the sons of Israel,
which came into Egypt (each man and his house-

hold came with Jacob): 22 Reuben, Simeon, Levi, and Ju-
dah; 33 Issachar, Zebulun, and Benjamin; 44 Dan, Naph-
tali, Gad, and Asher. 55 All the people who came from
the seed of Jacob were seventy people, but Joseph was
in Egypt alralreadyeady .

66 Joseph died, as did all his brothers, and all that gen-
eration. 77 Nevertheless, the sons of Israel were fruitful,
and increased abundantly, and multiplied, and be-
came exceedingly mighty, †† so that the land was filled
with them.

88 Now there rose up a new king over Egypt, who did
not know Joseph. 99 He said to his people, “Surely, the
people of the sons of Israel are more numerous and
powerful than we. 1010 Come, let us deal wisely with
them, lest they multiply, and it come to pass that when
any war breaks out, they also join our enemies, and
fight against us, and escape from the land.”

1111 Therefore they set taskmasters over them to afflict
them with their labor. They built for Pharaoh storage
cities: Pithom and Rameses. 1212 But the more they af-
flicted them, the more they multiplied and grew so
that as a result they abhorred the sons of Israel. 1313 The
Egyptians made the children of Israel to serve with rig-
or, 1414 and they made their lives bitter with hard ser-
vice—in mortar and in brick, and in all manner of ser-
vice in the field, all their service in which they made
them serve was with rigor.

1515 The king of Egypt spoke to the Hebrew midwives,
of which the name of one was Shiphrah, and the name
of the other Puah, 1616 and he said, “When you perform
the office of a midwife to the Hebrew women and see
them on the stools, if it is a son, then you must kill
him, but if it is a daughter, then she may live.” 1717 How-
ever, the midwives feared God, and did not do as the
king of Egypt commanded them, but kept the male
children alive. 1818 The king of Egypt called for the mid-

† Or a numerous; also in v. 20.

wives and said to them, “Why have you done this thing
and preserved the male children’s lives?”

1919 The midwives said to Pharaoh, “Because the He-
brew women are not like the Egyptian women, for
they are vigorous and give birth before the midwives
come to them.”

2020 Therefore God dealt well with the midwives, and
the people multiplied and grew very mighty. 2121 So it
happened that because the midwives feared God, He
gave them families.

2222 Pharaoh charged all his people, saying, “You must
cast every son that is born into the river, and you must
preserve every daughter’s life.”

The Birth of MosesThe Birth of Moses

Now a man of the house of Levi went and mar-
ried a daughter of Levi. 22 And the woman con-

ceived and bore a son, and when she saw him, that he
was a beautiful child, she hid him three months.
33 When she could no longer hide him, she took for him
a container mademade of bulrushes and daubed it with tar
and with pitch. She then put the child in it and set it in
the reeds by the river’s bank. 44 Then his sister stood
afar off so that she might know what would happen to
him.

55 The daughter of Pharaoh came down to wash her-
self at the river while her maidens walked along by the
river’s side, and when she saw the container among
the reeds, she sent her maid, and she retrieved it.
66 When she opened it, she saw the child. He was cry-
ing. She had compassion on him and said, “This is one
of the Hebrews’ children.”

77 Then his sister said to Pharaoh’s daughter, “Shall I
go and call for you a nursing woman of the Hebrew
women so that she may nurse the child for you?”

88 And Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Go.” So the
young girl went and called the child’s mother.
99 Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Take this child away,
and nurse him for me, and I will give you your wages.”
So the woman took the child and nursed him. 1010 Now
the child grew, and she brought him to Pharaoh’s
daughter, and he became her son. And she called his
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name Moses and said, “Because I drew him out of the
water.”

1111 In those days, when Moses was grown, he went
out to his brothers and looked on their burdens; and
he saw an Egyptian striking a Hebrew, one of his
brothers. 1212 He looked this way and that way, and
when he saw no one, he killed the Egyptian and hid
him in the sand. 1313 When he went out the next day, two
men of the Hebrews struggled with each other; and he
said to him that did the wrong, “Why do you strike
your companion?”

1414 He said, “Who made you a prince and a judge over
us? Do you intend to kill me as you killed the Egypt-
ian?” Moses feared and said, “Surely this thing is
known.”

Moses Flees to MidianMoses Flees to Midian
1515 Now when Pharaoh heard this thing, he sought to

slay Moses. But Moses fled from the presence of
Pharaoh and settled in the land of Midian, and he
dwelled by a well. 1616 Now the priest of Midian had sev-
en daughters, and they came and drew water, and
filled the troughs to water their father’s flock. 1717 Then
shepherds came and drove them away, but Moses
stood up and helped them, and watered their flock.

1818 When they came to Reuel their father, he said,
“Why is it you have come backback so soon today?”

1919 And they said, “An Egyptian delivered us out of the
hand of the shepherds and also drew water for us and
watered the flock.”

2020 He said to his daughters, “So where is he? Why is it
that you have left the man? Call him so that he may
eat bread.”

2121 Moses was content to dwell with the man, and he
gave Zipporah, his daughter, to Moses. 2222 Then she
gave birth to a son, and he called his name Gershom,
for he said, “I have been a sojourner in a foreign land.”

2323 In the passing of time the king of Egypt died. And
the children of Israel sighed because of the bondage,
and they cried out, and their cry came up to God on
account of the bondage. 2424 God heard their groaning,
and God remembered His covenant with Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob. 2525 God looked on the children of Is-
rael, and God had concern for them.

Moses at the Burning BushMoses at the Burning Bush

Now Moses kept the flock of Jethro his father-in-
law, the priest of Midian, and he led the flock to

the far side of the desert and came to the mountain of
God, to Horeb. 22 The angel of the LORD appeared to
him in a flame of fire from the midst of a bush, and he
looked, and the bush burned with fire, but the bush
was not consumed. 33 So Moses said, “I will now turn
aside and see this great sight, why the bush is not
burnt.”

44 When the LORD saw that he turned aside to see,
God called to him from out of the midst of the bush
and said, “Moses, Moses.”

And he said, “Here am I.”
55 He said, “Do not approach here. Remove your san-

dals from off your feet, for the place on which you are
standing is holy ground.” 66 Moreover He said, “I am the
God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of
Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” And Moses hid his face,
for he was afraid to look upon God.

77 The LORD said, “I have surely seen the affliction of
My people who are in Egypt and have heard their cry
on account of their taskmasters, for I know their sor-
rows. 88 Therefore, I have come down to deliver them
out of the hand of the Egyptians, and to bring them up
out of that land to a good and spacious land, to a land
flowing with milk and honey, to the place of the
Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Perizzites,
the Hivites, and the Jebusites. 99 Now therefore, the cry
of the children of Israel has come to Me. Moreover, I
have also seen the oppression with which the Egyp-
tians are oppressing them. 1010 Come now therefore,
and I will send you to Pharaoh so that you may bring
forth My people, the children of Israel, out of Egypt.”

1111 Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to
Pharaoh and that I should bring forth the children of
Israel out of Egypt?”

1212 And He said, “Certainly I will be with you, and this
will be a sign to you, that I have sent you: When you
have brought forth the people out of Egypt, all of you
shall serve God on this mountain.”

1313 Moses said to God, “I am going to the children of
Israel and will say to them, ‘The God of your fathers
has sent me to you.’ When they say to me, ‘What is His
name?’ what shall I say to them?”

1414 And God said to Moses, “ I AM WHO I AM ,” †† and
He said, “You will say this to the children of Israel, ‘ I
AM has sent me to you.’”

1515 God, moreover, said to Moses, “Thus you will say
to the children of Israel, ‘The LORD , the God of your
fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and
the God of Jacob, has sent me to you. This is My name
forever, and this is My memorial to all generations.’

1616 “Go, and gather the elders of Israel together, and
say to them, ‘The LORD , the God of your fathers, the
God of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, appeared to
me, saying, “I am indeed concerned about you and
what has been done to you in Egypt. 1717 Therefore, I
said, I will bring you up out of the affliction of Egypt to
the land of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites,
the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites, to a land
flowing with milk and honey.” ’

1818 “They shall listen to your voice, and you shall
come, you and the elders of Israel, to the king of
Egypt, and you must say to him, ‘The LORD , the God
of the Hebrews has met with us. Therefore, now, let us

† The Heb. a to be, related to the covenantal name of God
translated a LORD .
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go, we ask you, three days’ journey into the wilderness
so that we may sacrifice to the LORD our God.’ 1919 How-
ever, I know that the king of Egypt will not let you go,
no, not even under a forceful hand. 2020 So I will stretch
out My hand and strike Egypt with all My wonders
which I will perform in its midst, and after that he will
let you go.

2121 “I will give this people favor in the sight of the
Egyptians, and it will come to pass, that, when you go,
you will not go empty-handed. 2222 But every woman will
borrow of her neighbor, and of her that sojourns in
her house, articles of silver, and articles of gold, and
clothing, and you will put them on your sons, and on
your daughters—in this way you will plunder the Egyp-
tians.”

Moses’ MirMoses’ Miraculous Signsaculous Signs

And Moses answered and said, “But they will not
believe me, nor listen to my voice. For they will

say, ‘The LORD has not appeared to you.’”
22 The LORD said to him, “What is that in your hand?”
And he said, “A rod.”
33 He said, “Throw it on the ground.”
And he threw it on the ground, and it became a ser-

pent. Then Moses fled from it. 44 Then the LORD said to
Moses, “Put forth your hand and take it by the tail.”
And he put forth his hand, and caught it, and it be-
came a rod in his hand. 55 “ This is soThis is so that they may be-
lieve that the LORD , the God of their fathers, the God
of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob,
has appeared to you.”

66 The LORD said furthermore to him, “Now put your
hand into your bosom.” He put his hand into his bo-
som, and when he took it out, his hand was as leprous
as snow.

77 He said, “Put your hand into your bosom again.” So
he put his hand into his bosom again and brought it
out of his bosom, and it was restored like his other
flesh.

88 “If they will not believe you, nor listen to the voice
of the first sign, then they may believe the voice of the
latter sign. 99 But if they will not believe also these two
signs or listen to your voice, then you shall take water
from the river and pour it on the dry land, and the wa-
ter which you take out of the river will become blood
on the dry land.”

1010 Then Moses said to the LORD , “O my Lord, I am
not eloquent, neither before nor since You have spo-
ken to Your servant. But I am slow of speech, and of a
slow tongue.”

1111 The LORD said to him, “Who has made man’s
mouth? Or who made the dumb, or deaf, or the see-
ing, or the blind? Have not I, the LORD ? 1212 Now there-
fore go, and I will be with your mouth and teach you
what you must say.”

1313 He said, “O my Lord, send, I pray, by the hand of
whomever else You will send.”

1414 The anger of the LORD was inflamed against
Moses, and He said, “Is not Aaron the Levite your
brother? I know that he can speak well. And also, he
comes out to meet you, and when he sees you, he will
be glad in his heart. 1515 You shall speak to him and put
the words in his mouth, and I will be with your mouth,
and with his mouth, and will teach you what you must
do. 1616 What’s more, he will be your spokesman to the
people, and he will be as a mouth for you, and you will
be as God to him. 1717 You must take this rod in your
hand, with which you will perform the signs.”

Moses Returns to EgyptMoses Returns to Egypt
1818 Moses went and returned to Jethro his father-in-

law and said to him, “Please let me go and return to
my brothers who are in Egypt, and see whether they
be yet alive.”

And Jethro said to Moses, “Go in peace.”
1919 The LORD said to Moses in Midian, “Go, return to

Egypt, for all the men are dead who sought your life.”
2020 Moses took his wife and his sons and set them on a
donkey, and he returned to the land of Egypt. And
Moses took the rod of God in his hand.

2121 The LORD said to Moses, “When you go to return
into Egypt, see that you do all those wonders before
Pharaoh, which I have put in your hand, but I will
harden his heart, so that he shall not let the people
go. 2222 You shall say to Pharaoh, ‘Thus says the LORD :
Israel is My son, even My firstborn. 2323 So I say to you,
“Let My son go, that he may serve Me. And if you
refuse to let him go, I will slay your son, even your
firstborn.” ’”

2424 At a lodging place on the way, the LORD met him
and sought to kill him. 2525 Then Zipporah took a sharp
stone, and cut off the foreskin of her son, and threw it
at his feet, and said, “Surely a bloody husband are you
to me.” 2626 So He let him go. Then she said, “A bloody
husband you aryou aree , because of the circumcision.”

2727 Now the LORD said to Aaron, “Go into the wilder-
ness to meet Moses.” So he went, and met him at the
mount of God, and kissed him. 2828 Moses told Aaron all
the words of the LORD who had sent him, and all the
signs which He had commanded him.

2929 Moses and Aaron went and gathered together all
the elders of the children of Israel. 3030 And Aaron spoke
all the words which the LORD had spoken to Moses
and did the signs in the sight of the people. 3131 And the
people believed. And when they heard that the LORD
had visited the children of Israel and that He had
looked on their affliction, they bowed down and wor-
shipped.

Bricks Without StrBricks Without Strawaw

And afterward Moses and Aaron went in and said
to Pharaoh, “Thus says the LORD , the God of Is-

rael, ‘Let My people go, that they may hold a feast to
Me in the wilderness.’”
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22 And Pharaoh said, “Who is the LORD that I should
obey His voice to let Israel go? I do not know the LORD
, nor will I let Israel go.”

33 They said, “The God of the Hebrews has met with
us. Let us go, we pray you, three days’ journey into the
wilderness, and sacrifice to the LORD our God, lest He
fall upon us with pestilence or with the sword.”

44 But the king of Egypt said to them, “Why do you,
Moses and Aaron, take the people from their work?
Get back to your labor.” 55 Pharaoh said, “Look, the peo-
ple of the land now are numerous, and you make
them rest from their labor.”

66 Pharaoh commanded the same day the taskmas-
ters of the people and their officers, saying, 77 “You
shall no more give the people straw to make brick, as
before. Let them go and gather straw for themselves.
88 However, the quota of the bricks, which they were
making previously, you shall lay upon them. You shall
not diminish any of it. For they are idle. Therefore they
cry out, saying, ‘Let us go and sacrifice to our God.’
99 Let there be more work laid upon the men so that
they may labor therein, and let them not regard de-
ceptive words.”

1010 The taskmasters of the people and their officers
went out, and they spoke to the people, saying, “Thus
says Pharaoh, ‘I will not give you straw. 1111 Go, get straw
where you can find it, yet nothing of your work shall
be diminished.’” 1212 So the people scattered abroad
throughout all the land of Egypt to gather stubble for
straw. 1313 The taskmasters pushed them, saying, “Fulfill
your works, your daily tasks, just as when there was
straw.” 1414 The officers of the children of Israel, which
Pharaoh’s taskmasters had set over them, were beat-
en and were asked, and demanded, “Why have you
not fulfilled your task in making brick both yesterday
and today, as previously?”

1515 Then the officers of the children of Israel came and
cried to Pharaoh, saying, “Why do you deal this way
with your servants? 1616 There is no straw being given to
your servants, and they say to us, ‘Make brick.’ And in-
deed, your servants are beaten, but the fault is in your
oownwn people.”

1717 But he said, “You are slackers! Slackers! Therefore
you say, ‘Let us go and do sacrifice to the LORD .’ 1818 Go
therefore now and work, for there shall no straw be
given you, yet shall you deliver the quota of bricks.”

1919 The officers of the children of Israel saw that they
were in trouble, after it was said, “You shall not dimin-
ish anything from your bricks of your daily task.”
2020 Then they met Moses and Aaron, who stood in the
way, as they came forth from Pharaoh. 2121 And they said
to them, “May the LORD look on you and judge, be-
cause you have made our scent stink in the estimation
of Pharaoh and in the estimation of his servants, to
put a sword in their hand to slay us.”

God PrGod Promises Deliveromises Deliveranceance
2222 Moses returned to the LORD , and said, “Lord, why

have You caused trouble for this people? Why is it that
You have sent me? 2323 For since I came to Pharaoh to
speak in Your name, he has done evil to this people;
neither have You delivered Your people at all.”

Then the LORD said to Moses, “Now you shall see
what I will do to Pharaoh, for with a strong hand

shall he let them go, and with a strong hand shall he
drive them out of his land.”

22 Then God spoke to Moses, and said to him, “I am
the LORD , 33 and I appeared to Abraham, to Isaac, and
to Jacob, by the name of God Almighty, but by My
name, The LORD , I was not known to them. 44 I have al-
so established My covenant with them, to give them
the land of Canaan, the land of their pilgrimage,
wherein they sojourned. 55 I have also heard the groan-
ing of the children of Israel, whom the Egyptians keep
in bondage, and I have remembered My covenant.

66 “Therefore say to the children of Israel: ‘I am the
LORD , and I will bring you out from under the bur-
dens of the Egyptians, and I will rid you out of their
bondage, and I will redeem you with a stretched-out
arm and with great judgments. 77 And I will take you to
Me for a people, and I will be to you a God. And you
shall know that I am the LORD your God, who brings
you out from under the burdens of the Egyptians. 88 I
will bring you into the land, which I swore to give to
Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, and I will give it to
you for a heritage. I am the LORD .’”

99 Moses spoke so to the children of Israel, but they
did not listen to Moses on account of theirtheir anguish of
spirit and for cruel bondage.

1010 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 1111 “Go in, tell
Pharaoh king of Egypt to let the children of Israel go
out of his land.”

1212 Moses spoke before the LORD , saying, “The chil-
dren of Israel have not listened to me. How then shall
Pharaoh listen to me, as I am of uncircumcised lips?”

1313 And the LORD spoke to Moses and to Aaron, and
gave them a command for the children of Israel, and
for Pharaoh, king of Egypt, to bring the children of Is-
rael out of the land of Egypt.

The Genealogy of Moses and AarThe Genealogy of Moses and Aaronon
1414 These are the heads of their fathers’ houses:
The sons of Reuben the firstborn of Israel: Hanok,

Pallu, Hezron, and Karmi. These are the families of
Reuben.

1515 The sons of Simeon: Jemuel, Jamin, Ohad, Jakin,
Zohar, and Shaul the son of a Canaanite woman.
These are the families of Simeon.

1616 These are the names of the sons of Levi according
to their generations: Gershon, Kohath, and Merari,
and the years of the life of Levi were one hundred and
thirty-seven years.
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1717 The sons of Gershon: Libni, and Shimei, according
to their families.

1818 The sons of Kohath: Amram, Izhar, Hebron, and
Uzziel, and the years of the life of Kohath were one
hundred and thirty-three years.

1919 The sons of Merari: Mahli and Mushi.
These are the families of Levi according to their gen-

erations.
2020 Now Amram married Jochebed his father’s sister,

and she bore him Aaron and Moses. And the years of
the life of Amram were one hundred and thirty-seven
years.

2121 The sons of Izhar: Korah, Nepheg, and Zikri.
2222 The sons of Uzziel: Mishael, Elzaphan, and Sithri.
2323 Aaron took to himself Elisheba, daughter of Ammi-

nadab, sister of Nahshon, to wife; and she bore him
Nadab, Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar.

2424 The sons of Korah: Assir, Elkanah, and Abiasaph.
These are the families of the Korahites.

2525 Eleazar, Aaron’s son, married one of the daughters
of Putiel, and she bore him Phinehas.

These are the heads of the fathers of the Levites ac-
cording to their families.

2626 ItIt was that Aaron and Moses to whom the LORD
said, “Bring out the children of Israel from the land of
Egypt according to their armies.” 2727 They are the ones
who spoke to Pharaoh king of Egypt to bring out the
children of Israel from Egypt . It. It was that Moses and
Aaron.

AarAaron to Speak for Moseson to Speak for Moses
2828 On the day when the LORD spoke to Moses in the

land of Egypt, 2929 the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, “I
am the LORD . Speak to Pharaoh the king of Egypt all
that I say to you.”

3030 However, Moses said before the LORD , “Listen! I
am unskilled in speech, so how will Pharaoh listen to
me?”

So the LORD said to Moses, “See, I have made
you a god to Pharaoh, and Aaron your brother

will be your prophet. 22 You shall speak all that I com-
mand you, and Aaron your brother shall tell Pharaoh
to send the children of Israel out of his land. 33 But I will
harden Pharaoh’s heart and multiply My signs and My
wonders in the land of Egypt. 44 Nevertheless, Pharaoh
will not listen to you, so that I may lay My hand upon
Egypt and bring forth My armies and My people, the
children of Israel, out of the land of Egypt by great
judgments. 55 And the Egyptians shall know that I am
the LORD when I stretch forth My hand upon Egypt
and bring out the children of Israel from among
them.”

66 So Moses and Aaron did itit . Just as the LORD com-
manded them, so they did. 77 Moses was eighty years
old, and Aaron was eighty-three years old when they
spoke to Pharaoh.

AarAaronon’’s Rod Becomes a Snakes Rod Becomes a Snake
88 Now the LORD spoke to Moses and to Aaron, say-

ing, 99 “When Pharaoh shall speak to you, saying, ‘Show
a miracle,’ then you shall say to Aaron, ‘Take your rod,
and throw it before Pharaoh,’ and it shall become a
serpent.”

1010 So Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh, and they
did what the LORD had commanded. And Aaron threw
down his rod before Pharaoh and before his servants,
and it became a serpent. 1111 Then Pharaoh also called
the wise men and the sorcerers. Then the magicians of
Egypt likewise performed with their secret arts. 1212 For
every man threw down his rod, and they became ser-
pents. But Aaron’s rod swallowed up their rods.
1313 Nonetheless, Pharaoh’s heart hardened so that he
would not listen to them, just as the LORD had said.

The First Plague: WThe First Plague: Waters Taters Turn to Bloodurn to Blood
1414 The LORD said to Moses, “Pharaoh’s heart is hard-

ened. He refuses to let the people go. 1515 Go to Pharaoh
in the morning as he goes out to the water, and you
shall stand by the river’s bank to meet him. You must
take the rod which was turned to a serpent in your
hand. 1616 Then you are to say to him, ‘The LORD , the
God of the Hebrews, has sent me to you, saying, “Let
My people go, so that they may serve Me in the wilder-
ness.” But up to this point you have not listened!
1717 Thus says the LORD , “In this you shall know that I
am the LORD : Indeed, I will strike the waters of the
Nile with the rod that is in my hand, and they shall be
turned to blood. 1818 And the fish that are in the river
shall die, and the river shall stink so that the Egyptians
shall be weary of drinking the river’s water.” ’”

1919 Then the LORD spoke to Moses, “Say to Aaron,
‘Take your rod, and stretch out your hand over the wa-
ters of Egypt, over their rivers, over their canals, over
their ponds, and over all their pools of water, so that
they may become blood. And there will be blood
throughout all the land of Egypt, both in vesselsvessels of
wood, and in vesselsvessels of stone.’”

2020 Moses and Aaron did so, just as the LORD com-
manded. And he lifted up the rod and struck the wa-
ters that were in the river, in the sight of Pharaoh, and
in the sight of his servants, and all the waters that
were in the river were turned to blood. 2121 The fish that
were in the river died, the river stank, and the Egyp-
tians could not drink of the water of the river. Blood
was everywhere throughout the land of Egypt.

2222 Nevertheless, the magicians of Egypt did the same
with their secret arts, and Pharaoh’s heart was hard-
ened, and he did not listen to them, as the LORD had
said. 2323 Then Pharaoh turned and went into his house,
and he did not concern himself with this either. 2424 So
all the Egyptians dug around about the river for water
to drink, because they could not drink of the water of
the river.
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2525 Seven days passed after the LORD had struck the
river.

The Second Plague: FrThe Second Plague: Frogsogs

Then the LORD said to Moses, “Go to Pharaoh
and say to him, ‘Thus says the LORD : Let My peo-

ple go, so that they may serve Me. 22 But if you refuse
to let them go, then I will plague all your borders with
frogs. 33 And the river will swarm with frogs, which shall
go up and come into your house, and into your bed-
chamber, and on your bed, and into the houses of
your servants, and on your people, and into your
ovens, and into your kneading troughs. 44 So the frogs
shall come upon you, upon your people, and upon all
your servants.’”

55 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Say to Aaron,
‘Stretch forth your hand with your rod over the
streams, over the rivers, and over the ponds, and
cause frogs to come up on the land of Egypt.’”

66 Aaron stretched out his hand over the waters of
Egypt, and the frogs came up, and covered the land of
Egypt. 77 The magicians did the same with their secret
arts and brought up frogs upon the land of Egypt.

88 Then Pharaoh called for Moses and Aaron, and
said, “Entreat the LORD , that He may take away the
frogs from me, and from my people, and I will let the
people go, so that they may sacrifice to the LORD .”

99 Moses said to Pharaoh, “Glory yourself over me:
When shall I entreat for you, your servants, and your
people, to destroy the frogs from you and your hous-
es, that they may remain in the river only?”

1010 And he said, “Tomorrow.”
Then he said, “Be it according to your word, in order

that you may know that there is no one like the LORD
our God. 1111 The frogs shall depart from you, and from
your houses, from your servants, and from your peo-
ple. They shall remain in the river only.”

1212 Moses and Aaron went out from Pharaoh, and
Moses cried out to the LORD concerning the frogs
which he had brought against Pharaoh. 1313 Then the
LORD did according to the word of Moses. And the
frogs died out of the houses, the villages, and the
fields. 1414 So they gathered them together in heaps, and
the land stank. 1515 But when Pharaoh saw that there
was relief, he hardened his heart and did not listen to
them, as the LORD had said.

The ThirThe Third Plague: Gnatsd Plague: Gnats
1616 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Say to Aaron,

‘Stretch out your rod, and strike the dust of the land,
so that it may become gnats throughout all the land of
Egypt.’” 1717 They did so, for Aaron stretched out his
hand with his rod and smote the dust of the earth, and
it became gnats on man and on beast. All the dust of
the land became gnats throughout all the land of
Egypt. 1818 Then the magicians tried with their secret

arts to bring forth gnats, but they could not, so there
were gnats upon man and beast.

1919 Then the magicians said to Pharaoh, “This is the
finger of God.” Nevertheless, Pharaoh’s heart was
hardened, and he did not listen to them, just as the
LORD had said.

The Fourth Plague: FliesThe Fourth Plague: Flies
2020 So the LORD said to Moses, “Rise up early in the

morning and stand before Pharaoh as he comes forth
to the water and say to him, ‘Thus says the LORD : Let
My people go, so that they may serve Me. 2121 Other-
wise, if you will not let My people go, indeed I will send
swarms of fliesof flies on you, and on your servants, and on
your people, and into your houses. And the houses of
the Egyptians shall be full of swarms ofof fliesflies and also
the ground wherever they are.

2222 “‘I will in that day set apart the land of Goshen, in
which My people dwell, so that no swarms of flies shall
be there, in order that you may know that I am the
LORD in the midst of the earth. 2323 I will put a division
between My people and your people. Tomorrow this
sign will happen.’”

2424 The LORD did so, and great swarms of fliesof flies came
into the house of Pharaoh, and into his servants’ hous-
es, and into all the land of Egypt. The land was cor-
rupted because of the swarms of fliesof flies .

2525 Pharaoh called for Moses and Aaron, and said,
“Go, sacrifice to your God in the land.”

2626 Moses said, “It is not right to do so, for what we
shall sacrifice to the LORD our God would be an abom-
ination to the Egyptians. If we shall sacrifice what is an
abomination of the Egyptians before their eyes, will
they not stone us? 2727 We will go three days’ journey in-
to the wilderness, and then we will sacrifice to the
LORD our God, as He shall command us.”

2828 Pharaoh said, “I will let you go, that you may sacri-
fice to the LORD your God in the wilderness. Only you
shall not go very far away. Make entreaty for me.”

2929 Moses said, “Indeed, I am leaving you, and I will
plead with the LORD that the swarms of fliesof flies may de-
part from Pharaoh, from his servants, and from his
people tomorrow. But let not Pharaoh deal deceitfully
any more by not letting the people go to sacrifice to
the LORD .”

3030 Moses went away from Pharaoh and entreated the
LORD . 3131 Then the LORD did according to the word of
Moses, and He removed the swarms of fliesof flies from
Pharaoh, from his servants, and from his people. Not
one remained. 3232 Nevertheless, Pharaoh hardened his
heart at this time also, nor would he let the people go.

The Fifth Plague: Livestock DieThe Fifth Plague: Livestock Die

Then the LORD said to Moses, “Go to Pharaoh,
and speak to him, ‘Thus says the LORD , the God

of the Hebrews: Let My people go, so that they may
serve Me. 22 For if you refuse to let themthem go and contin-
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ue holding them, 33 indeed, the hand of the LORD will
be upon your livestock which are in the field, upon the
horses, upon the donkeys, upon the camels, upon the
oxen, and upon the sheep. There shall be a very griev-
ous pestilence. 44 The LORD shall separate between the
livestock of Israel and the livestock of Egypt, and noth-
ing shall die of all that belongs to the children of Is-
rael.’”

55 So the LORD appointed a set time, saying, “Tomor-
row the LORD shall do this thing in the land.” 66 Then
the LORD did this thing the next day, so that all the
livestock of Egypt died, but not one of the livestock of
the children of Israel died. 77 Pharaoh sent, and there
was not one of the livestock of the children of Israel
dead. And the heart of Pharaoh was hardened, so that
he did not let the people go.

The Sixth Plague: BoilsThe Sixth Plague: Boils
88 Then the LORD said to Moses and to Aaron, “Take

for yourselves handfuls of ashes from a kiln, and let
Moses toss it toward the heavens in the sight of
Pharaoh. 99 It shall become fine dust over all the land of
Egypt and shall be a boil breaking forth with blisters
upon man and beast, throughout all the land of
Egypt.”

1010 So they took the ashes from a kiln and stood be-
fore Pharaoh. Then Moses tossed it up toward the
heavens, and it became a boil breaking forth with blis-
ters upon man and beast. 1111 The magicians could not
stand before Moses because of the boils, for the boils
were upon the magicians and upon all the Egyptians.
1212 Moreover, the LORD hardened the heart of Pharaoh,
so that he did not listen to them, just as the LORD had
spoken to Moses.

The SeThe Seventh Plague: Hailventh Plague: Hail
1313 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Rise up early in the

morning, and stand before Pharaoh, and say to him,
‘Thus says the LORD , the God of the Hebrews: Let My
people go, so that they may serve Me. 1414 For I will at
this time send all My plagues upon you and your ser-
vants and your people, so that you may know that
there is none like Me in all the earth. 1515 For by now I
could have stretched out My hand, so that I might
strike you and your people with pestilence, and you
would be cut off from the earth. 1616 But, indeed, for this
cause I have raised you up, in order to show in you My
power and so that My name may be declared through-
out all the earth. 1717 Still, you exalt yourself against My
people by forbidding them to go. 1818 Certainly, tomor-
row about this time I will cause it to rain a very severe
hail, such as has not happened in Egypt since it was
founded until now. 1919 Send therefore now and bring
your livestock and all that you have in the field to safe-
ty. Every man and beast which shall be found in the
field and not brought home when the hail comes
down upon them will die.’”

2020 He that feared the word of the LORD among the
servants of Pharaoh made his servants and his live-
stock flee into the houses. 2121 But he that failed to re-
gard the word of the LORD left his servants and his
livestock in the field.

2222 So the LORD said to Moses, “Stretch forth your
hand toward the heavens, so that there may be hail in
all the land of Egypt, upon man and beast, and upon
every herb of the field, throughout the land of Egypt.”
2323 Moses stretched forth his rod toward the heavens,
and the LORD sent thunder and hail, and fire ran
along upon the ground. So the LORD rained hail upon
the land of Egypt. 2424 So there was hail, and fire mingled
with the hail. It was so severe that there had been
none like it in all the land of Egypt since it became a
nation. 2525 The hail struck all the land of Egypt, all that
was in the field, both man and beast, and the hail
struck every herb of the field and broke every tree of
the field. 2626 Only in the land of Goshen, where the chil-
dren of Israel werweree , was there no hail.

2727 Then Pharaoh sent and called for Moses and
Aaron, and said to them, “I have sinned this time. The
LORD is righteous, and I and my people are wicked.
2828 Entreat the LORD , for there has been enough of
God’s mighty thunder and hail, and I will let you go,
and you shall stay no longer.”

2929 Moses said to him, “As soon as I am gone out of
the city, I will spread out my hands to the LORD . The
thunder shall cease, and there shall no longer be any
more hail, so that you may know that the earth is the
LORD ’s. 3030 But as for you and your servants, I know
that you will not yet fear the LORD God.”

3131 Now the flax and the barley were struck, for the
barley was in the ear, and the flax was in bud. 3232 But
the wheat and the spelt were not struck, for they grow
up later.

3333 So Moses went out of the city from Pharaoh and
spread out his hands to the LORD , and the thunders
and hail ceased, and the rain was no longer poured
upon the earth. 3434 However, when Pharaoh saw that
the rain and the hail and the thunders were ceased, he
sinned yet more, and hardened his heart, he and his
servants. 3535 The heart of Pharaoh hardened, and he
would not let the children of Israel go, just as the
LORD had spoken by Moses.

The Eighth Plague: LocustsThe Eighth Plague: Locusts

Then the LORD said to Moses, “Go to Pharaoh,
for I have hardened his heart and the heart of

his servants, that I might show these signs of Mine be-
fore him, 22 in order that you may tell in the hearing of
your son, and of your son’s son, what things I have
done in Egypt, and My signs which I have done among
them, that you may know that I am the LORD .”

33 Moses and Aaron came to Pharaoh and said to him,
“Thus says the LORD , the God of the Hebrews, ‘How
long will you refuse to humble yourself before Me? Let
My people go, that they may serve Me. 44 For if you
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refuse to let My people go, indeed, tomorrow I will
bring locusts into your territory. 55 And they shall cover
the face of the earth, such that no one will be able to
see the earth. What’s more, they shall eat the remain-
der of that which has escaped—that which remains to
you from the hail—and shall eat every tree which
grows for you out of the field. 66 And they shall fill your
houses, and the houses of all your servants, and the
houses of all the Egyptians—which neither your fa-
thers, nor your fathers’ fathers have seen since the
day that they were on the earth until this day.’” And he
turned and went out from Pharaoh.

77 Then Pharaoh’s servants said to him, “How long
shall this man be a snare to us? Let the men go, so
that they may serve the LORD their God. Do you not
yet know that Egypt is destroyed?”

88 So Moses and Aaron were brought back to
Pharaoh, and he said to them, “Go, serve the LORD
your God! But who are the ones that shall go?”

99 And Moses said, “We will go with our young and
our old, with our sons and our daughters, with our
flocks and our herds will we go, for we must holdwe must hold a
feast to the LORD .”

1010 Then he said to them, “The LORD indeed be with
you when I let you and your little ones go. Beware, for
evil is before you. 1111 Not so! Go now, you that are men,
and serve the LORD , for that is what you desire.” Then
they were driven out from Pharaoh’s presence.

1212 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out your
hand over the land of Egypt for the locusts, so that
they may come up upon the land of Egypt and eat
every herb of the land, even all that the hail has left.”

1313 So Moses stretched forth his rod over the land of
Egypt; then the LORD brought an east wind upon the
land all that day and all that night. And when it was
morning, the east wind brought the locusts. 1414 The lo-
custs went up over all the land of Egypt and settled
down in all the territory of Egypt. They were very griev-
ous. Never before had there been such locusts as they,
nor would there be such ever again. 1515 For they cov-
ered the face of the whole earth, so that the land was
darkened, and they ate every herb of the land, and all
the fruit of the trees which the hail had left. As a re-
sult, nothing green remained there in the trees or
herbs of the field, through all the land of Egypt.

1616 Then Pharaoh called for Moses and Aaron in haste
and said, “I have sinned against the LORD , your God,
and against you. 1717 Now therefore please forgive my
sin only this once, and entreat the LORD your God, so
that He may take away from me this death only.”

1818 So he went out from Pharaoh and prayed to the
LORD . 1919 Then the LORD turned a mighty strong west
wind, which took away the locusts and threw them in-
to the Red Sea. Not one locust remained in all the ter-
ritory of Egypt. 2020 But the LORD hardened Pharaoh’s
heart, so that he would not let the children of Israel
go.

The Ninth Plague: DarknessThe Ninth Plague: Darkness
2121 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out your

hand toward the heavens, so that there may be dark-
ness over the land of Egypt, a darkness whichwhich may be
felt.” 2222 So Moses stretched forth his hand toward the
heavens, and there was a thick darkness in all the land
of Egypt for three days. 2323 They did not see one anoth-
er; nor did anyone rise from his place for three days.
But all the children of Israel had light in their
dwellings.

2424 Then Pharaoh called to Moses and said, “Go, serve
the LORD . Only let your flocks and your herds be de-
tained. Even let your little ones also go with you.”

2525 But Moses said, “You must also give us sacrifices
and burnt offerings, so that we may sacrifice to the
LORD our God. 2626 Our livestock will go with us also. Not
a hoof will be left behind, for we must take of them to
serve the LORD our God. And we do not know with
what we must serve the LORD , until we get there.”

2727 But the LORD hardened Pharaoh’s heart, and he
would not let them go. 2828 So Pharaoh said to him, “Get
away from me! Watch yourself, do not see my face
anymore; for in the day you see my face you shall die.”

2929 Then Moses said, “As you wish. I will never see
your face again.”

WWarning of the Final Plaguearning of the Final Plague

Now the LORD said to Moses, “I will still bring
one plague more upon Pharaoh, and upon

Egypt. Afterwards he will let you go from here. When
he lets you go, he shall surely thrust you out from here
altogether. 22 Speak now in the hearing of the people,
and let every man borrow of his neighbor and every
woman of her neighbor, articles of silver and articles
of gold.” 33 Then the LORD gave the people favor in the
sight of the Egyptians. Moreover, the man Moses was
very great in the land of Egypt, in the sight of
Pharaoh’s servants, and in the sight of the people.

44 Moses said, “Thus says the LORD , ‘About midnight I
will go out into the midst of Egypt, 55 and all the first-
born in the land of Egypt shall die, from the firstborn
of Pharaoh who sits on his throne, even to the first-
born of the maidservant that is behind the mill, as well
as all the firstborn of beasts. 66 Then there shall be a
great cry throughout all the land of Egypt, such as
there has never been, nor shall ever be again. 77 But
against any of the children of Israel a dog will not even
move his tongue, against man or beast, in order that
you may know how that the LORD distinguishes be-
tween Egypt and Israel.’ 88 Then all these your servants
shall come down to me and bow themselves to me,
saying, ‘Get out, and all the people who follow you!’ Af-
ter that I will go out.” And he went out from Pharaoh
in great anger.

99 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Pharaoh shall not
listen to you so that My wonders may be multiplied in
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the land of Egypt.” 1010 So Moses and Aaron did all these
wonders before Pharaoh, and the LORD hardened
Pharaoh’s heart, and he would not let the children of
Israel go out of his land.

The PassoThe Passover Institutedver Instituted
Lev 23:4–8; Nu 28:16–25; Dt 16:1–8

Now the LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron in the
land of Egypt, saying: 22 This month shall be the

beginning of months to you. It shall be the first month
of the year to you. 33 Speak to all the congregation of
Israel, saying: On the tenth day of this month every
man shall take a lamb, according to the house of their
fathers, a lamb for a household. 44 And if the household
be too little for the lamb, let him and his neighbor
next to his house take it according to the number of
the persons; according to what each man shall eat, di-
vide the lamb. 55 Your lamb shall be without blemish, a
male of the first year. You shall take it out from the
sheep, or from the goats. 66 You shall keep it up until
the fourteenth day of the same month, and then the
whole assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill
it in the evening. 77 They shall take some of the blood
and put it on the two side posts and on the upper
doorpost of the houses in which they shall eat it.
88 They shall eat the flesh on that night, roasted with
fire, and they shall eat it with unleavened bread and
bitter herbs. 99 Do not eat it raw, nor boiled at all with
water, but roasted with fire, its head with its legs and
its entrails. 1010 And you shall let nothing of it remain un-
til the morning, but that of it which remains until the
morning you shall burn with fire. 1111 In this way shall
you eat it: with your waist girded, your sandals on
your feet, and your staff in your hand. So you shall eat
it in haste. It is the LORD ’s Passover.

1212 For I will pass through the land of Egypt this night
and will smite all the firstborn in the land of Egypt,
both man and beast, and against all the gods of Egypt
I will execute judgment. I am the LORD . 1313 The blood
shall be to you for a sign on the houses where you are.
And when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and the
plague shall not be upon you to destroy youyou when I
smite the land of Egypt.

1414 This day shall be a memorial to you, and you shall
keep it as a feast to the LORD . Throughout your gen-
erations you shall keep it a feast by an eternal ordi-
nance. 1515 Seven days you shall eat unleavened bread.
On the first day you shall put away leaven out of your
houses, for whoever eats leavened bread from the
first day until the seventh day, that person shall be cut
off from Israel. 1616 On the first day there shall be a holy
convocation, and on the seventh day there shall be a
holy convocation for you. No manner of work shall be
done on them; but that which every man must
eat—that only may be prepared for you.

1717 You shall observe the Feast of Unleavened Bread.
For on this very day I brought your armies out of the
land of Egypt. Therefore you shall observe this day

throughout your generations as an ordinance forever.
1818 In the first monthmonth , on the fourteenth day of the
month at evening, you shall eat unleavened bread un-
til the twenty-first day of the month at evening. 1919 Sev-
en days shall there be no leaven found in your houses,
for whoever eats that which is leavened, that person
shall be cut off from the congregation of Israel,
whether he be a stranger or born in the land. 2020 You
shall eat nothing leavened. In all your dwellings you
shall eat unleavened bread.

2121 Then Moses called for all the elders of Israel and
said to them, “Draw out and take for yourselves a
lamb according to your families and kill the Passover
lamblamb . 2222 You shall take a bunch of hyssop, and dip it in
the blood that is in the basin, and apply the lintel and
the two side posts with the blood that is in the basin,
and none of you shall go out from the door of his
house until the morning. 2323 For the LORD will pass
through to kill the Egyptians. And when He sees the
blood upon the lintel and on the two side posts, the
LORD will pass over the door and will not permit the
destroyer to come to your houses to kill youyou .

2424 “And you shall observe this thing as an ordinance
to you and to your sons forever. 2525 When you enter the
land which the LORD will give you, according as He
has promised, that you shall observe this service.
2626 And when your children shall say to you, ‘What does
this service mean to you?’ 2727 that you shall say, ‘It is the
sacrifice of the LORD ’s Passover, who passed over the
houses of the children of Israel in Egypt, when He
smote the Egyptians, and delivered our households.’”
And the people bowed down and worshipped. 2828 Then
the children of Israel went and did soso . Just as the
LORD had commanded Moses and Aaron, so they did.

The TThe Tenth Plague: Death of the Firstbornenth Plague: Death of the Firstborn
2929 At midnight the LORD smote all the firstborn in the

land of Egypt, from the firstborn of Pharaoh that sat
on his throne to the firstborn of the captive who was
in the dungeon and all the firstborn of livestock.
3030 Pharaoh rose up in the night, he and all his servants
and all the Egyptians, and there was a great cry in
Egypt, for there was not a house where there was not
someone dead.

The ExThe Exodusodus
3131 Then he called for Moses and Aaron at night and

said, “Rise up, and get out from among my people,
both you and the children of Israel, and go, serve the
LORD , as you have said. 3232 Also take your flocks and
your herds, as you have said, and be gone, and bless
me also.”

3333 The Egyptians urged the people, so that they
might send them out of the land in haste, for they
said, “We all will be dead.” 3434 So the people took their
dough before it was leavened, withwith their kneading
troughs being bound up in their clothes on their
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shoulders. 3535 Now the children of Israel did according
to the word of Moses, and they requested of the Egyp-
tians articles of silver and articles of gold, and cloth-
ing. 3636 And the LORD gave the people favor in the sight
of the Egyptians, so that they gave them what thewhat they ry re-e-
questedquested . Thus they plundered the Egyptians.

3737 Then the children of Israel journeyed from Rame-
ses to Sukkoth, about six hundred thousand men on
foot, besides children. 3838 A mixed multitude also went
up with them along with flocks and herds, a large
amount of livestock. 3939 They baked unleavened cakes
of the dough which they brought forth out of Egypt,
for it was not leavened because they were driven out
of Egypt and could not linger, nor had they prepared
for themselves any food.

4040 Now the sojourning of the children of Israel who
lived in Egypt was four hundred and thirty years.
4141 And at the end of the four hundred and thirty years,
on the very day, all the hosts of the LORD went out
from the land of Egypt. 4242 It is a night to be observed
to the LORD for bringing them out from the land of
Egypt. This is that night for the LORD to be observed
by all the children of Israel in their generations.

The OrThe Ordinance of Passodinance of Passoverver
4343 So the LORD said to Moses and Aaron: This is the

ordinance of the Passover:
No foreigner may eat of it. 4444 But every man’s servant

bought with money, when you have circumcised him,
may eat it. 4545 A foreigner or a hired servant shall not
eat it.

4646 In one house shall it be eaten. You shall not carry
any of the flesh outside of the house, nor shall you
break a bone of it. 4747 All the congregation of Israel
shall keep it.

4848 Now when a stranger sojourns with you and keeps
the Passover to the LORD , let all his males be circum-
cised, and then let him come near and keep it. And he
shall be as one that is born in the land. However, no
uncircumcised person shall eat of it. 4949 The same law
shall apply to him that is a native and to the stranger
who sojourns among you.

5050 So all the children of Israel did it. They did just as
the LORD commanded Moses and Aaron. 5151 And that
same day the LORD brought the children of Israel out
of the land of Egypt by their hosts.

ConsecrConsecration of the Firstbornation of the Firstborn

Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 22 Sancti-
fy unto Me all the firstborn, the firstborn of

every womb among the children of Israel, both of man
and of beast. It is Mine.

The Feast of Unleavened BrThe Feast of Unleavened Breadead
33 Moses said to the people, “Remember this day, in

which you came out from Egypt, out of the house of
bondage, for by strength of hand the LORD brought

you out from this place. Nothing leavened shall be eat-
en. 44 On this day, you are going out, in the month of
Aviv. 55 It shall be when the LORD brings you into the
land of the Canaanites and the Hittites and the Amor-
ites and the Hivites and the Jebusites, which He swore
to your fathers to give you, a land flowing with milk
and honey, that you shall keep this ceremony in this
month. 66 Seven days you shall eat unleavened bread,
and on the seventh day shall be a feast to the LORD .
77 Unleavened bread shall be eaten seven days. And
there shall be no leavened bread seen among you, nor
shall there be leaven seen among you in all your bor-
ders. 88 You shall declare to your son on that day, say-
ing, ‘This is done because of that which the LORD did
for me when I came forth out of Egypt.’ 99 It shall be as
a sign to you on your hand and as a memorial on your
forehead, in order that the LORD ’s law may be in your
mouth. For with a strong hand the LORD brought you
out of Egypt. 1010 You shall, therefore, keep this ordi-
nance at its appointed time from year to year.

The Law of the FirstbornThe Law of the Firstborn
1111 “It shall be when the LORD brings you into the land

of the Canaanites, just as He swore to you and to your
fathers, and shall give it you, 1212 that you shall set apart
to the LORD the first offspring of every womb and the
first offspring of every beast which you have. The
males shall be the LORD ’s. 1313 But every first offspring
of a donkey you shall redeem with a lamb. And if you
do not redeem it, then you shall break its neck, and all
the firstborn of man among your sons you shall re-
deem.

1414 “It shall be when your son asks you in time to
come, saying, ‘What is this?’ that you shall say to him,
‘With a strong hand the LORD brought us out from
Egypt, from the house of bondage. 1515 And when
Pharaoh stubbornly refused to let us go, that the
LORD killed all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both
the firstborn of man, and the firstborn of beast. There-
fore, I sacrifice to the LORD the first male offspring of
every womb, but all the firstborn of my sons I redeem.’
1616 It shall be as a sign on your hand and as frontlets on
your forehead, for with a strong hand the LORD
brought us out of Egypt.”

The Route of the ExThe Route of the Exodusodus
1717 Now when Pharaoh had let the people go, God did

not lead them through the way of the land of the
Philistines, although it was nearby. For God said, “Lest
the people change their minds when they see war, and
they return to Egypt.” 1818 Therefore, God led the people
around, thrthroughough the way of the wilderness to the Red
Sea, and the children of Israel went up prepared for
war out of the land of Egypt.

1919 Moses took the bones of Joseph with him, for he
had made the children of Israel solemnly swear, say-
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1515

ing, “God will surely attend to you, and you shall carry
my bones away from here with you.”

2020 They took their journey from Sukkoth and camped
in Etham, on the edge of the wilderness. 2121 The LORD
went before them by day in a pillar of cloud to lead
them alongalong the way, and by night in a pillar of fire, to
give them light, so that they might travel by day and
by night. 2222 He did not remove the pillar of cloud by
day or the pillar of fire by night from before the peo-
ple.

CrCrossing the Red Seaossing the Red Sea

Now the LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 22 Speak
to the children of Israel, so that they turn and

camp before Pi Hahiroth, between Migdol and the sea,
before Baal Zephon. Opposite it you shall camp by the
sea. 33 For Pharaoh will say of the children of Israel,
“They are confused in the land. The wilderness has
shut them in.” 44 So I will harden Pharaoh’s heart, so
that he shall pursue them. And I will be honored be-
cause of Pharaoh and because of all his army, so that
the Egyptians may know that I am the LORD . And they
did so.

55 When it was told the king of Egypt that the people
fled, the heart of Pharaoh and of his servants was
turned against the people, and they said, “Why have
we done this, that we have let Israel go from serving
us?” 66 So he made ready his chariot and took his peo-
ple with him. 77 And he took six hundred select chariots,
and all the chariots of Egypt, and officers over every
one of them. 88 The LORD hardened the heart of
Pharaoh king of Egypt, and he pursued after the chil-
dren of Israel. However, the children of Israel went out
with confidence. 99 But the Egyptians pursued after
them, all the horses and chariots of Pharaoh, and his
horsemen, and his army, and overtook them camping
by the sea, beside Pi Hahiroth, before Baal Zephon.

1010 When Pharaoh drew near, the children of Israel lift-
ed up their eyes, and indeed, the Egyptians were
marching after them, and they were extremely terri-
fied, so the children of Israel cried out to the LORD .
1111 Then they said to Moses, “Is it because there were
no graves in Egypt that you have taken us away to die
in the wilderness? Why have you dealt with us in this
way, bringing us out of Egypt? 1212 Is not this the word
that we spoke to you in Egypt, saying, ‘Let us alone,
that we may serve the Egyptians’? For it would have
been better for us to serve the Egyptians than to die in
the wilderness.”

1313 But Moses said to the people, “Fear not! Stand
firm! And see the salvation of the LORD , which He will
show you today. For the Egyptians whom you have
seen today, you shall never see again. 1414 The LORD
shall fight for you, while you hold your peace.”

1515 The LORD said to Moses, “Why do you cry out to
Me? Speak to the children of Israel, so that they go for-
ward. 1616 And as for you, lift up your rod, and stretch
out your hand over the sea, and divide it; then the chil-

dren of Israel shall go on dry ground through the
midst of the sea. 1717 As for Me, surely, I will harden the
hearts of the Egyptians, so that they shall follow them,
and I will be honored through Pharaoh, through all his
army, his chariots, and his horsemen. 1818 Then the
Egyptians shall know that I am the LORD when I am
honored through Pharaoh, his chariots, and his horse-
men.”

1919 Then the angel of God, which went before the
camp of Israel, moved and went behind them, and the
pillar of the cloud moved before them and stood be-
hind them. 2020 So it came between the camp of the
Egyptians and the camp of Israel, and there was a
cloud and darkness to them, but it gave light by night.
Therefore, the one did not come near the other the
entire night.

2121 Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea,
and the LORD caused the sea to go back by a strong
east wind all that night, and made the sea dry land, so
that the waters were divided. 2222 The children of Israel
went into the midst of the sea on the dry ground, and
the waters were a wall unto them on their right hand,
and on their left.

2323 Then the Egyptians pursued and went in after
them into the midst of the sea, even all Pharaoh’s
horses, his chariots, and his horsemen. 2424 And in the
morning watch the LORD looked down on the army of
the Egyptians through the pillar of fire and of the
cloud and threw the camp of the Egyptians into confu-
sion. 2525 He removed their chariot wheels, so that they
drove them with difficulty, and the Egyptians said, “Let
us flee from the face of Israel, for the LORD is fighting
for them against Egypt.”

2626 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out your
hand over the sea, so that the waters may come back
upon the Egyptians, upon their chariots, and their
horsemen.” 2727 So Moses stretched forth his hand over
the sea, and the sea returned to its normal place when
the morning appeared, while the Egyptians fled
against it, so the LORD overthrew the Egyptians in the
midst of the sea. 2828 The waters returned and covered
the chariots, and the horsemen, and all the host of
Pharaoh that came into the sea after them. There re-
mained not so much as one of them.

2929 But the children of Israel walked on dry land in the
midst of the sea. And the waters were a wall to them
on their right hand and on their left. 3030 Thus the LORD
saved Israel that day from the hand of the Egyptians,
and Israel saw the Egyptians dead upon the seashore.
3131 When Israel saw the great power which the LORD
used upon the Egyptians, the people feared the LORD
, and they believed in the LORD and in His servant
Moses.

A Song of MosesA Song of Moses

Then Moses and the children of Israel sang this
song to the LORD and spoke, saying:

“I will sing to the LORD ,

EXODUS 13:20 53 EXODUS 14:31



1616

for He has triumphed gloriously!
He has thrown the horse and his rider
into the sea!

22 The LORD is my strength and song,
and He has become my salvation.

He is my God, and I will praise Him;
my father’s God, and I will exalt Him.

33 The LORD is a man of war;
the LORD is His name.

44 Pharaoh’s chariots and his army
He has thrown into the sea;

his chosen captains also
are drowned in the Red Sea.

55 The depths have covered them;
they sank to the bottom like a stone.

66 “Your right hand, O LORD ,
is glorious in power.

Your right hand, O LORD ,
shatters the enemy.

77 In the greatness of Your excellence,
You overthrow those who rise up against You.

You send out Your wrath;
it consumes them like stubble.

88 With the blast of Your nostrils
the waters were gathered together.

The flowing waters stood upright as a heap;
and the depths were congealed in the heart of the

sea.
99 “The enemy said,
‘I will pursue. I will overtake.

I will divide the spoil;
my lust shall be satisfied upon them.

I will draw my sword,
my hand shall destroy them.’

1010 You blew with Your wind,
and the sea covered them;

they sank like lead
in the mighty waters.

1111 “Who is like You, O LORD , among the gods?
Who is like You,
glorious in holiness,
fearful in praises,
doing wonders?

1212 You stretched out Your right hand,
and the earth swallowed them.

1313 “In Your mercy You have led
the people whom You have redeemed;

You have guided them by Your strength
to Your holy dwelling.

1414 The peoples have heard and are afraid;
sorrow has taken hold on the inhabitants of Philistia.

1515 Then the chiefs of Edom were amazed;
the mighty men of Moab, trembling takes hold of

them;
all the inhabitants of Canaan are melted away.

1616 Fear and dread fall upon them;
by the greatness of Your arm
they are as still as a stone,

until Your people pass over, O LORD ,
until the people whom You have purchased pass

over.
1717 You shall bring them in, and plant them
on the mountain of Your inheritance,

in the place, O LORD , which You have made for Your
dwelling,

in the sanctuary, O LORD , which Your hands have
established.

1818 The LORD will reign
forever and ever.”

1919 For the horses of Pharaoh went in with his chariots
and with his horsemen into the sea, and the LORD
brought back the waters of the sea upon them, but
the children of Israel walked on dry land in the midst
of the sea.

The Song of MiriamThe Song of Miriam
2020 Miriam the prophetess, the sister of Aaron, took a

timbrel in her hand, and all the women went out after
her with timbrels and with dancing. 2121 Miriam an-
swered them,
“Sing to the LORD ,
for He triumphed gloriously!

The horse and his rider
He has hurled into the sea.”

The WThe Waters of Maraters of Marah and Elimah and Elim
2222 Then Moses led Israel from the Red Sea, and they

went out into the Wilderness of Shur, and they went
three days in the wilderness and found no water.
2323 When they came to Marah, they could not drink of
the waters of Marah, for they were bitter. Therefore,
the name of it was called Marah. 2424 So the people mur-
mured against Moses, saying, “What shall we drink?”

2525 And he cried to the LORD , and the LORD showed
him a tree. When he had thrown itit into the waters, the
waters were made sweet.

There He made for them a statute and an ordinance,
and there He tested them. 2626 He said, “If you diligently
listen to the voice of the LORD your God, and do what
is right in His sight, and give ear to His command-
ments, and keep all His statutes, I will not afflict you
with any of the diseases with which I have afflicted the
Egyptians. For I am the LORD who heals you.”

2727 Then they came to Elim, where there were twelve
wells of water and seventy palm trees, and they
camped there by the waters.

BrBread and Quailead and Quail

Then they set out from Elim, and all the congre-
gation of the children of Israel came to the

Wilderness of Sin, which is between Elim and Sinai, on
the fifteenth day of the second month after their de-
parting out of the land of Egypt. 22 The whole congre-
gation of the children of Israel murmured against
Moses and Aaron in the wilderness. 33 Now the children
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of Israel said to them, “Would to God we had died by
the hand of the LORD in the land of Egypt, when we
sat by the pots of meat, when we ate bread to the full,
for you have brought us forth into this wilderness to
kill this whole assembly with hunger.”

44 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Indeed, I will rain
bread from heaven for you. And the people shall go
out and gather a certain amount every day, that I may
test them, whether they will walk in My law or not.
55 And it shall come to pass that on the sixth day they
shall prepare that which they bring in, and it will be
twice as much as they gather daily.”

66 So Moses and Aaron said to all the children of Is-
rael, “At evening, you shall know that the LORD has
brought you out from the land of Egypt. 77 And in the
morning you shall see the glory of the LORD , because
He hears your murmurings against the LORD . And
what are we that you murmur against us?” 88 Then
Moses said, “This will happen when the LORD gives
you meat to eat in the evening and bread in the morn-
ing to satisfy, for the LORD hears your murmurings
which you murmur against Him. And what are we?
Your murmurings are not against us, but against the
LORD .”

99 Then Moses said to Aaron, “Say to all the congrega-
tion of the children of Israel, ‘Come near before the
LORD , for He has heard your murmurings.’”

1010 So as Aaron spoke to the whole congregation of
the children of Israel, they looked toward the wilder-
ness, and indeed, the glory of the LORD appeared in
the cloud.

1111 Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 1212 “I have
heard the murmurings of the children of Israel. Speak
to them, saying, ‘ InIn the evening you shall eat meat,
and in the morning you shall be filled with bread. And
you shall know that I am the LORD your God.’”

1313 So in the evening the quail came up and covered
the camp, and in the morning a layer of dew was sur-
rounding the camp. 1414 When the layer of dew evapo-
rated, on the surface of the wilderness there lay a
small flaky thing, as fine as the frost on the ground.
1515 When the children of Israel saw it, they said one to
another, “What is it?” For they did not know what it
was.

And Moses said to them, “This is the bread which the
LORD has given you to eat. 1616 This is what the LORD
has commanded, ‘Every man is to gather of it accord-
ing to what he will eat, an omer †† for every man, ac-
cording to the number of your people. Every man
should take for them for whoever lives in his tent.’”

1717 The children of Israel did so, and gathered, some
more, some less. 1818 When they measured it with an
omer, he that gathered much had nothing left over,
and he that gathered little had no lack. They gathered
every man according what he could eat.

† Likely about 3 pounds, or 1.4 kilograms; and in vv. 18, 32, 33,
and 36.

1919 Moses said to them, “Let no man leave any of it un-
til the morning.”

2020 However, they did not listen to Moses, and some of
them left part of it until the morning, and it bred
worms, and stank, and Moses was angry with them.

2121 So they gathered it every morning, every man ac-
cording to what he could eat. And when the sun got
hot, it melted. 2222 Now on the sixth day they gathered
twice as much bread, two omers †††† per man, and then
all the leaders of the congregation came and told
Moses. 2323 He said to them, “This is what the LORD has
said, ‘Tomorrow is the Sabbath, a holy Sabbath to the
LORD . Bake that which you will bake today, and boil
that you will boil, and all that which remains over lay
up for yourselves to be kept until the morning.’”

2424 So they laid it up until the morning, just as Moses
commanded, and it did not stink, nor was there any
worm in it. 2525 Moses said, “Eat it today, for today is a
Sabbath to the LORD . Today you will not find it in the
field. 2626 Six days you shall gather it, but on the seventh
day, the Sabbath, there will be none.”

2727 It happened that some of the people went out on
the seventh day to gather, but they found nothing.
2828 Then the LORD said to Moses, “How long will you
refuse to keep My commandments and My instruc-
tions? 2929 See, the LORD has given you the Sabbath;
therefore He gives you bread for two days on the sixth
day. Every man remain in his place. Let no man go out
of his place on the seventh day.” 3030 So the people rest-
ed on the seventh day.

3131 The house of Israel named it manna, and it was
like coriander seed and was white, and its taste was
like wafers made with honey. 3232 Then Moses said, “This
is what the LORD has commanded, ‘Fill an omer of it to
be kept for your generations to come,to come, so that they
may see the bread that I fed you in the wilderness,
when I brought you forth from the land of Egypt.’”

3333 Moses said to Aaron, “Take a pot and put an omer
full of manna in it, and place it before the LORD , to be
kept for generations to cometo come .”

3434 As the LORD commanded Moses, so Aaron placed
it before the testimony, to be kept. 3535 The children of
Israel ate manna forty years, until they came to an in-
habited land. They ate the manna until they came to
the border of the land of Canaan.

3636 Now an omer is one-tenth of an ephah.

WWater Frater From the Rockom the Rock

All the congregation of the children of Israel
journeyed from the Wilderness of Sin, from

place to place, according to the commandment of the
LORD , and pitched in Rephidim, but there was no wa-
ter for the people to drink. 22 Therefore the people con-
tended with Moses and said, “Give us water so that we
may drink.”

And Moses said to them, “Why do you contend with
me? Why do you test the LORD ?”

†† Likely about 6 pounds, or 2.8 kilograms.
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33 But the people thirsted there for water, and the
people murmured against Moses, and said, “Why is it
that you have brought us up out of Egypt, to kill us
and our children and our livestock with thirst?”

44 Then Moses cried out to the LORD , saying, “What
shall I do to this people? They are almost ready to
stone me.”

55 The LORD said to Moses, “Pass over before the peo-
ple, and take with you some of the elders of Israel.
And take in your hand your rod with which you struck
the Nile, and go. 66 Indeed, I will stand before you there
on the rock in Horeb, and you shall strike the rock, and
there water shall come out of it, so that the people
may drink.” Then Moses did so in the sight of the el-
ders of Israel. 77 He called the name of the place Mas-
sah, and Meribah, because of the contending of the
children of Israel, and because they tested the LORD ,
saying, “Is the LORD among us, or not?”

The Amalekites DefeatedThe Amalekites Defeated
88 Then Amalek came and fought with Israel in

Rephidim. 99 So Moses said to Joshua, “Choose men for
us and go out, fight against Amalek. Tomorrow I will
stand on the top of the hill with the rod of God in my
hand.”

1010 So Joshua did as Moses had said to him and fought
against Amalek. And Moses, Aaron, and Hur went up
to the top of the hill. 1111 Now when Moses held up his
hand, Israel prevailed, but when he let down his hand,
Amalek prevailed. 1212 But Moses’ hands became heavy.
So they took a stone, and put it under him, and he sat
on it. And Aaron and Hur supported his hands, one on
one side, and the other on the other side. And his
hands were steady until the going down of the sun.
1313 So Joshua laid low Amalek and his people with the
edge of the sword.

1414 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Write this as a
memorial in a book and rehearse it to Joshua, for I will
utterly wipe out the remembrance of Amalek from un-
der heaven.”

1515 Then Moses built an altar and called the name of
it, The LORD Is My Banner; 1616 for he said, “For the
LORD has sworn that the LORD will have war with
Amalek from generation to generation.”

JethrJethro Counsels Moseso Counsels Moses

Jethro, the priest of Midian, Moses’ father-in-
law, heard of all that God had done for Moses,

and for Israel His people, and that the LORD had
brought Israel out of Egypt.

22 Then Jethro, Moses’ father-in-law, took Zipporah,
Moses’ wife, after he had sent her back, 33 and her two
sons, one of whom was named Gershom; for he said,
“I have been a sojourner in a foreign land.” 44 And the
name of the other was Eliezer, for he saidhe said , “The God
of my father was my help, and He delivered me from
the sword of Pharaoh.”

55 Then Jethro, Moses’ father-in-law, came with his
sons and his wife to Moses in the wilderness, where
he camped at the mountain of God. 66 And he said to
Moses, “I, your father-in-law, Jethro, am coming to
you, and your wife, and her two sons with her.”

77 Then Moses went out to meet his father-in-law, and
bowed down and kissed him; and they asked each oth-
er of the other’s welfare, and then they went into the
tent. 88 Moses told his father-in-law all that the LORD
had done to Pharaoh and to the Egyptians for Israel’s
sake, and all the hardships that had come on them
along the way, and how the LORD delivered them.

99 Jethro rejoiced because of all the goodness which
the LORD had done for Israel, whom He had delivered
out of the hand of the Egyptians. 1010 Jethro said, “The
LORD be blessed, who has delivered you out of the
hand of the Egyptians, and out of the hand of
Pharaoh, who has delivered the people from under
the hand of the Egyptians. 1111 Now I know that the
LORD is greater than all gods, for in the matter in
which they treated the peoplepeople insolently, He wasHe was
above them.” 1212 Then Jethro, Moses’ father-in-law, took
a burnt offering and sacrifices for God, and Aaron and
all the elders of Israel came to eat bread with Moses’
father-in-law before God.

1313 On the next day, Moses sat to judge the people,
and the people stood around Moses from the morning
until the evening. 1414 When Moses’ father-in-law saw all
that he was doing for the people, he said, “What is this
thing that you are doing for the people? Why are you
sitting by yourself while all the people stand around
you from morning until evening?”

1515 Then Moses said to his father-in-law, “Because the
people come to me to inquire of God. 1616 When they
have a dispute, it comes to me, and I judge between a
man and his neighbor, and I make known the statutes
of God and His laws.”

1717 Moses’ father-in-law said to him, “What you are do-
ing is not good. 1818 You will surely wear yourself out,
both you, and these people who are with you, for this
thing is too heavy for you. You are not able to do it by
yourself. 1919 Now listen to me, I will advise you, and may
God be with you: You be a representative for the peo-
ple to God so that you may bring theirtheir disputes to
God. 2020 And you shall teach them the statutes and laws
and shall show them the way in which they must walk
and the work that they must do. 2121 Moreover, you shall
choose out of all the people capable men who fear
God, men of truth, hating dishonest gain, and place
these menthese men over them, to be rulers of thousands, rulers
of hundreds, rulers of fifties, and rulers of tens. 2222 Let
them judge the people at all times, and let it be that
every difficult matter they shall bring to you, but every
small matter they shall judge, so that it will be easier
for you, and they will bear the burthe burdenden with you. 2323 If
you shall do this thing and God commands you soso ,
then you will be able to endure, and all these people
also will go to their place in peace.”
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2424 So Moses listened to his father-in-law and did
everything that he had said. 2525 Moses chose capable
men out of all Israel and made them heads over the
people, rulers of thousands, rulers of hundreds, rulers
of fifties, and rulers of tens. 2626 They judged the people
at all times. They brought the difficult cases to Moses,
but they judged every small matter themselves.

2727 Moses sent out his father-in-law, and he went his
way to his own land.

IsrIsrael at Mount Sinaiael at Mount Sinai

In the third month after the children of Israel
had gone forth out of the land of Egypt, on the

same day they came into the Wilderness of Sinai.
22 When they set out from Rephidim, they came to the
Wilderness of Sinai and camped in the wilderness. Is-
rael camped there before the mountain.

33 Moses went up to God, and the LORD called to him
from the mountain, saying, “Thus you shall say to the
house of Jacob and tell the children of Israel: 44 ‘You
have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I lifted
you up on eagles’ wings, and brought you to Myself.
55 Now therefore, if you will faithfully obey My voice and
keep My covenant, then you shall be My special pos-
session out of all the nations, for all the earth is Mine.
66 And you will be to Me a kingdom of priests and a
holy nation.’ These are the words which you shall
speak to the children of Israel.”

77 So Moses came and called for the elders of the peo-
ple and laid before them all these words which the
LORD commanded him. 88 Then all the people an-
swered together and said, “All that the LORD has spo-
ken we will do.” And Moses brought back the words of
the people to the LORD .

99 The LORD said to Moses, “Indeed, I am going to
come to you in a thick cloud, so that the people may
hear when I speak with you and always believe in you.”
Then Moses told the words of the people to the LORD .

1010 The LORD said to Moses, “Go to the people and
sanctify them today and tomorrow, and have them
wash their clothes, 1111 and be ready for the third day,
for on the third day the LORD will come down in the
sight of all the people on Mount Sinai. 1212 You shall set
boundaries for the people all around, saying, ‘Take
heed to yourselves so that you not go up onto the
mountain or touch its border. Whoever touches the
mountain will surely be put to death. 1313 No hand will
touch him, but he shall surely be stoned or shot
through, whether it be beast or man. He shall not live.’
When the trumpet sounds a long blastblast , they shall
come up to the mountain.”

1414 So Moses went down from the mountain to the
people and sanctified the people, and they washed
their clothes. 1515 He said to the people, “Be ready for
the third day. Do not go near youryour wives.”

1616 So on the third day, in the morning, there was
thunder and lightning, and a thick cloud on the moun-
tain, and the sound of an exceedingly loud trumpet.

All the people who were in the camp trembled. 1717 Then
Moses brought the people out of the camp to meet
with God, and they stood at the foot of the mountain.
1818 Now Mount Sinai was completely covered in smoke
because the LORD had descended upon it in fire, and
the smoke ascended like the smoke of a furnace, and
the whole mountain shook violently. 1919 When the
sound of the trumpet grew louder and louder, Moses
spoke, and God answered him with a voice. ††

2020 The LORD came down on Mount Sinai, on the top
of the mountain. And the LORD called Moses up to the
top of the mountain, and Moses went up. 2121 Then the
LORD said to Moses, “Go down, warn the people, lest
they force their way to the LORD to look, and many of
them perish. 2222 Let the priests also, which come near
to the LORD , sanctify themselves, lest the LORD break
through against them.”

2323 Moses said to the LORD , “The people cannot come
up to Mount Sinai, for You warned us, saying, ‘Set
boundaries around the mountain, and sanctify it.’”

2424 Then the LORD said to him, “Go, get down, and
come up, you and Aaron with you, but do not let the
priests and the people force their way through to
come up to the LORD , lest He break through against
them.”

2525 So Moses went down to the people and spoke to
them.

The TThe Ten Commandmentsen Commandments
Dt 5:6–21

Now God spoke all these words, saying:
22 I am the LORD your God, who brought you out

of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage.
33 You shall have no other gods before Me.
44 You shall not make for yourself any graven idol, or
any likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or
that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water
below the earth. 55 You shall not bow down to them
or serve them; for I, the LORD your God, am a jeal-
ous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the
children to the third and fourth generation of them
who hate Me, 66 and showing lovingkindness to thou-
sands of them who love Me and keep My command-
ments.
77 You shall not take the name of the LORD your God
in vain, for the LORD will not hold guiltless anyone
who takes His name in vain.
88 Remember the Sabbath day and keep it holy. 99 Six
days you shall labor and do all your work, 1010 but the
seventh day is a Sabbath to the LORD your God. On
it you shall not do any work, you, or your son, or
your daughter, or your male servant, or your female
servant, or your livestock, or your sojourner who is
within your gates. 1111 For in six days the LORD made
heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is in them,
and rested on the seventh day. Therefore the LORD
blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy.
† Or a thunder.
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1212 Honor your father and your mother, that your
days may be long in the land which the LORD your
God is giving you.
1313 You shall not murder.
1414 You shall not commit adultery.
1515 You shall not steal.
1616 You shall not bear false witness against your
neighbor.
1717 You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you
shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manser-
vant, or his maidservant, or his ox, or his donkey, or
anything that is your neighbor’s.

1818 All the people witnessed the thunder and the light-
ning and the sound of the trumpet and the mountain
smoking; and when the people saw it, they trembled
and stood at a distance. 1919 They said to Moses, “You
speak to us, and we will listen, but do not let God
speak to us, lest we die.”

2020 Moses said to the people, “Do not fear, for God has
come to test you, so that the fear of Him may be be-
fore you so that you do not sin.”

2121 The people stood a distance away as Moses drew
near to the thick darkness where God was.

The Law About the AltarThe Law About the Altar
2222 Then the LORD said to Moses: Thus you shall say

to the children of Israel, “You yourselves have seen
that I have spoken to you from heaven. 2323 You shall not
make gods of silver alongside Me or make gods of
gold for yourselves.

2424 “You shall make an altar of earth for Me and on it
you shall sacrifice your burnt offerings and your peace
offerings, your sheep, and your oxen. In every place
where I cause My name to be honored, I will come to
you and bless you. 2525 If you will make Me an altar of
stone, you shall not build it of cut stones, for if you use
your tool on it, you will have polluted it. 2626 And you
shall not go up by steps to My altar, so that your
nakedness will not be exposed on it.”

The Law About ServantsThe Law About Servants
Dt 15:12–18; Lev 25:39–55

Now these are the judgments which you will set
before them.

22 If you buy a Hebrew servant, he will serve for six
years, but in the seventh he shall go out free without
paying anything. 33 If he came in by himself, he shall go
out by himself. If he is married, then his wife will go
out with him. 44 If his master gives him a wife, and she
bears him sons or daughters, the wife and her chil-
dren shall belong to her master, and he will go out by
himself.

55 However, if the servant plainly says, “I love my mas-
ter, my wife, and my children. I will not go out free,”
66 then his master will bring him to the judges, then he
shall also bring him to the door or to the doorpost,
and his master shall bore his ear through with an awl,
and he shall serve him forever.

77 If a man sells his daughter to be a female servant,
she shall not go out as the male servants do. 88 If she
does not please her master, who has betrothed her to
himself, then he shall let her be redeemed. He has no
authority to sell her to a foreign nation, because he
has dealt deceitfully with her. 99 If he has designated
her for his son, then he shall deal with her according
to the customary rights of daughters. 1010 If he marries
another wife, then he must not diminish the first onethe first one’’ss
food, her clothing, or her marital rights. 1111 If he does
not provide these three for her, then she shall go out
free, without paying money.

The Law About ViolenceThe Law About Violence
1212 He that strikes a man so that he dies shall surely

be put to death. 1313 However, if it was not premeditated,
but God let himhim fall into his hand, then I will appoint
you a place where he may flee. 1414 But if a man willfully
comes upon his neighbor in order to kill him cunning-
ly, then you must take him from My altar, that he may
die.

1515 He who strikes his father or his mother shall surely
be put to death.

1616 He who kidnaps a man and sells him, or if he is
found in his possession, shall surely be put to death.

1717 He who curses his father or his mother shall surely
be put to death.

1818 If men fight and one strikes the other with a stone
or with his fist, and he does not die, but must remain
in bed, 1919 and then if he gets up and walks around on
his staff, then he who struck him shall go unpunished.
Only he must pay for his loss of time and shall see to it
that he is thoroughly healed.

2020 If a man strikes his male servant or his female ser-
vant with a rod so that he or sheor she dies at his hand, then
he shall surely be punished. 2121 Nevertheless, if he sur-
vives for a day or two, then he shall not be punished,
for it is his money.

2222 If men fight and hurt a pregnant woman so that
her child is born prematurely, †† yet there is no serious
injury, then he shall be surely punished in accordance
with what the woman’s husband demands of him, and
he shall pay as the judges determine. 2323 But if there is
any serious injury, then you shall give life for life, 2424 eye
for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot,
2525 burn for burn, wound for wound, bruise for bruise.

2626 If a man strikes the eye of his male servant or the
eye of his female servant so that it is destroyed, then
he must let him go free on account of his eye. 2727 If he
knocks out his male servant’s tooth or his female ser-
vant’s tooth, then he shall let him or heror her go free on ac-
count of thethe tooth.

Laws About PrLaws About Propertyoperty
2828 If an ox gores a man or a woman to death, then

the ox must surely be stoned and its flesh must not be

† Or a she has a miscarriage.
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eaten, but the owner of the ox will be acquitted. 2929 But
if the ox has had the habit of goring, and the owner
has been made aware of it, and he has not kept it in,
and it has killed a man or a woman, then the ox shall
be stoned and its owner also shall be put to death. 3030 If
a ransom is set for him, then he shall give for the ran-
som of his life whatever is demanded of him.
3131 Whether it gored a son or gored a daughter, it will
be done to him according to this rule. 3232 If the ox gores
a male servant or a female servant, then its owner
shall give thirty shekels †† of silver to their master, and
the ox must be stoned.

3333 If a man opens a pit or if a man digs a pit and does
not cover it, and an ox or a donkey falls into it, 3434 the
owner of the pit must make restitution. He must give
money to their owner, and the dead animal will be his.

3535 If one man’s ox hurts another’s so that it dies, then
they shall sell the live ox and divide its proceeds and
divide the dead ox also. 3636 Or if it be known that the ox
has had the habit of goring and its owner has not kept
it in, then he shall surely pay ox for ox and the dead
animalanimal will become his own.

Laws About RestitutionLaws About Restitution

If a man steals an ox or a sheep and kills it or
sells it, then he shall repay five oxen for an ox,

and four sheep for a sheep.
22 If a thief is caught breaking in and is struck so that

he dies, then there will be no blood guilt for him. 33 If
the sun has risen on him, then there is blood guilt for
him.

He must make full restitution. If he has nothing,
then he will be sold for his theft.

44 If the stolen item is in fact found alive in his posses-
sion, whether it be an ox, or donkey, or sheep, then he
shall repay double.

55 If a man causes a field or vineyard to be eaten and
puts out his beast so that it feeds in another man’s
field, he must make restitution of the best of his own
field and of the best of his own vineyard.

66 If fire breaks out and catches in thorn bushes, so
that stacked grain or the standing grain or the field
are consumed, then he who started the fire must sure-
ly make restitution.

77 If a man gives his neighbor money or items to be
kept for himfor him , and it is stolen from the man’s house, if
the thief is caught, he must repay double. 88 If the thief
is not caught, then the owner of the house will be
brought before the judges to determine if he has laid
his hand on his neighbor’s goods. 99 For any kind of
trespass, whether it be for an ox, for a donkey, for a
sheep, for clothing, or for any type of lost thing, where
another says it is his, the case of both parties shall
come before the judges. And whoever the judges find
guilty will pay double to his neighbor.

1010 If a man gives his neighbor a donkey, or an ox, or a
sheep, or any beast to keep for himfor him , and it dies, or is

† About 12 ounces, or 345 grams.

injured, or is driven away while no one sees it, 1111 then
there will be an oath before the LORD between both of
them that he has not laid his hand upon his neighbor’s
property. And its owner must accept this, and he will
not have to make restitution. 1212 However, if it was
stolen from him, he shall make restitution to its owner.
1313 If it is torn in pieces, then let him bring it as evi-
dence, and he will not have to repay for that which
was torn.

1414 If a man borrows anything from his neighbor, and
it is hurt or dies when the owner was not with it, then
he shall surely make restitution. 1515 But if the owner
was with it, he shall not make restitution. If it was a
hired thing, it came with his hire.

MorMoral and Ceral and Ceremonial Lawsemonial Laws
1616 If a man seduces a virgin who is not engaged and

has relations with her, he must surely endow her to be
his wife. 1717 If her father absolutely refuses to give her
to him, he must pay money according to the dowry of
virgins.

1818 You must not allow a sorceress to live.
1919 Whoever has relations with a beast must surely be

put to death.
2020 He who sacrifices to any god other than the LORD

alone shall be utterly destroyed.
2121 You must neither wrong a foreigner nor oppress

him, for you were foreigners in the land of Egypt.
2222 You shall not afflict any widow or orphan. 2323 If you

afflict them in any way and they cry at all to Me, I will
surely hear their cry. 2424 And My anger will burn, and I
will kill you with the sword, and your wives will be-
come widows, and your children fatherless.

2525 If you lend money to any of My people who is poor
among you, do not be a creditor to him, and do not
charge him interest. 2626 If you take your neighbor’s gar-
ment as a pledge, you shall return it to him before the
sun goes down, 2727 for that is his only covering; it is his
garment for his body. In what else will he sleep? And
when he cries out to Me, I will hear, for I am gracious.

2828 You shall not curse God or curse the ruler of your
people.

2929 You must not delay to offer the first of your har-
vest and of your vats.

You must give to Me the firstborn of your sons.
3030 Likewise you must do the same with your oxen and
with your sheep. Seven days it shall remain with its
mother, but on the eighth day you must give it to Me.

3131 You will be holy men to Me; therefore you must
not eat any flesh that is torn by beasts in the field. You
must throw it to the dogs.

Laws of Justice and MerLaws of Justice and Mercycy

You must not give a false report. Do not join
your hand with the wicked to be a malicious wit-

ness.
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22 You must not follow the masses to do evil, and do
not testify in a dispute that agrees with the crowd to
pervert justicejustice . 33 You must not show partiality to a
poor man in his dispute.

44 If you meet your enemy’s ox or his donkey going
astray, you shall surely return it to him. 55 If you see the
donkey of someone who hates you lying under its bur-
den, you must not ignore it; you must surely help with
him.

66 You shall not turn justice away from your poor in
his dispute. 77 Keep far away from a false charge, and
do not kill the innocent and the righteous, for I will not
justify the wicked.

88 You shall not take a bribe, for a bribe blinds those
who see and subverts the words of the righteous.

99 Also you shall not oppress a foreigner, for you
know the life of a foreigner, seeing you were foreign-
ers in the land of Egypt.

The Laws of SabbathsThe Laws of Sabbaths
1010 You shall sow your land for six years and shall

gather in its produce, 1111 but in the seventh year you
shall let it rest and lie fallow, so that the poor of your
people may eat, and what they leave the beasts of the
field may eat. You shall do likewise with your vineyard
and with your olive grove.

1212 For six days you are to do your work, but on the
seventh day you must cease, so that your ox and your
donkey may rest, and the son of your female servant
and the foreigner may refresh themselves.

1313 In all things that I have said to you, watch your-
selves, and do not mention the name of other gods,
nor let themthem be heard from your mouth.

The ThrThe Three Annual Feastsee Annual Feasts
1414 Three times in the year you must celebrate a feast

to Me.
1515 You shall observe the Feast of Unleavened Bread.

For seven days you shall eat unleavened bread, as I
commanded you, in the appointed time of the month
Aviv, for in it you came out from Egypt.

No one shall appear before Me empty-handed.
1616 You shall observe the Feast of Harvest, the first

fruits of your labors, which you have sown in the field.
You shall observe the Feast of Ingathering at the end
of the year, when you have gathered in the fruit of
your labors from the field.

1717 Three times in the year all your males shall appear
before the Lord GOD .

1818 You shall not offer the blood of My sacrifice with
leavened bread, nor shall the fat of My sacrifice re-
main until the morning.

1919 The first of the first fruits of your land you shall
bring into the house of the LORD your God.

You shall not boil a young goat in its mother’s milk.

The Angel PrThe Angel Preparepares the Wes the Wayay
2020 Indeed, I am going to send an angel before you to

guard you along the way and to bring you into the
place which I have prepared. 2121 Be on guard before
him and obey his voice. Do not provoke him, for he will
not pardon your transgressions, for My name is in
him. 2222 But if you diligently obey his voice and do all
that I say, then I will be an enemy to your enemies and
an adversary to your adversaries. 2323 For My angel will
go before you and bring you to the Amorites, and the
Hittites, and the Perizzites, and the Canaanites, the
Hivites, and the Jebusites, and I will completely destroy
them. 2424 You must not bow down to their gods, or
serve them, or do according to their practices, but you
shall utterly overthrow them and break down their im-
ages in pieces. 2525 You shall serve the LORD your God,
and He shall bless your bread and your water, and I
will remove sickness from your midst. 2626 No one shall
be miscarrying or be barren in your land. I will fulfill
the number of your days.

2727 I will send My fear before you, and I will throw into
panic all the people to whom you shall come. I will
make all your enemies turn their backs to you. 2828 I will
send hornets before you which shall drive out the
Hivite, the Canaanite, and the Hittite from before you.
2929 I will not drive them out before you in one year, lest
the land become desolate and the beasts of the field
multiply against you. 3030 Little by little I will drive them
out before you, until you become fruitful and inherit
the land.

3131 I will set your boundaries from the Red Sea to the
sea of the Philistines, and from the desert to the River;
†† for I will deliver the inhabitants of the land into your
hand, and you will drive them out before you. 3232 You
must not make a covenant with them or with their
gods. 3333 They shall not live in your land, lest they cause
you to sin against Me, for if you serve their gods, it will
surely be a snare to you.

The CoThe Covenant Confirmedvenant Confirmed

Then He said to Moses, “Come up to the LORD ,
you, and Aaron, Nadab, and Abihu, and seventy

of the elders of Israel, and you shall worship from a
distance. 22 Moses alone shall come near the LORD ,
but they shall not come near, nor may the people go
up with him.”

33 Moses came and told the people all the words of
the LORD and all the ordinances. Then all the people
answered with one voice and said, “All the words
which the LORD has said we will do.” 44 Moses wrote all
the words of the LORD , and rose up early in the morn-
ing, and built an altar at the foot of the mountain with
twelve pillars for the twelve tribes of Israel. 55 He sent
young Israelite men who offered burnt offerings and
sacrificed peace offerings of young bulls to the LORD .

† a Euphrates River.
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66 Moses took half of the blood and put it in basins, and
half of the blood he sprinkled on the altar. 77 He took
the Book of the Covenant and read in the hearing of
the people, and they said, “All that the LORD has said
we will do, and we will be obedient.”

88 So Moses took the blood, and sprinkled it on the
people, and said, “This is the blood of the covenant,
which the LORD has made with you in accordance with
all these words.”

Moses on Mount SinaiMoses on Mount Sinai
99 Then Moses went up with Aaron, Nadab, and Abi-

hu, and seventy of the elders of Israel, 1010 and they saw
the God of Israel, and under His feet there was some-
thing like a paved work of sapphire stone as clear as
the sky itself. 1111 He did not lay His hand upon the no-
bles of the children of Israel. Also they saw God, and
they ate and they drank.

1212 The LORD said to Moses, “Come up to Me to the
mountain and stay there, and I will give you the stone
tablets with law and the commandments which I have
written, so that you may teach them.”

1313 Moses rose up with Joshua his attendant, and
Moses went up to the mountain of God. 1414 He said to
the elders, “Wait for us in this place until we return to
you. Aaron and Hur are with you. Whoever has any
matters of dispute let him come to them.”

1515 Moses went up to the mountain, and the cloud
covered the mountain. 1616 The glory of the LORD rested
on Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it for six days.
And on the seventh day He called to Moses from the
midst of the cloud. 1717 Now the appearance of the glory
of the LORD was like a consuming fire on the top of
the mountain to the eyes of the children of Israel.
1818 Moses went into the midst of the cloud and went up
to the mountain. And Moses was on the mountain for
forty days and forty nights.

Offerings for the TOfferings for the Tabernacleabernacle
Ex 35:4–9

The LORD said to Moses: 22 Tell the children of Is-
rael to bring Me an offering. From every man

who gives willingly with his heart you shall receive My
offering. 33 This is the offering which you shall take
from them: gold, silver, and bronze, 44 blue, purple,
scarlet, fine linen, goats’ hair, 55 rams’ skins dyed red,
porpoise skins, acacia wood, 66 oil for the light, spices
for anointing oil and for fragrant incense, 77 onyx
stones, and stones to be set in the ephod and in the
breastplate.

88 Let them make Me a sanctuary that I may dwell
among them. 99 According to all that I show you—the
pattern of the tabernacle and the pattern of all its fur-
niture—you shall make it just so.

The Ark of the CoThe Ark of the Covenantvenant
Ex 37:1–9

1010 They shall make an ark of acacia wood two and a
half cubits long, and one and a half cubits wide, and
one and a half cubits high. ††1111 You shall overlay it with
pure gold, inside and out shall you overlay it, and you
shall make a gold border around it. 1212 You shall cast
four gold rings for it and put them on the four feet
with two rings on the one side of it and two rings on
the other side of it. 1313 You shall make poles of acacia
wood and overlay them with gold. 1414 You shall put the
poles into the rings on the sides of the ark in order to
carry the ark with them. 1515 The poles must remain in
the rings of the ark. They must not be removed from
it. 1616 You shall put into the ark the testimony which I
shall give you.

1717 You shall make a mercy seat of pure gold, two and
a half cubits long and one and a half cubits wide.
1818 You shall make two cherubim of gold, make them of
hammered work at the two ends of the mercy seat.
1919 Make one cherub on the one end and the other
cherub on the other end. From the mercy seat you
shall make the cherubim on its two ends. 2020 The cheru-
bim shall stretch forth their wings upward, covering
the mercy seat with their wings and facing one anoth-
er. The faces of the cherubim are to face toward the
mercy seat. 2121 You shall put the mercy seat above upon
the ark, and in the ark you shall put the testimony that
I will give you. 2222 I will meet with you there, and I will
meet with you from above the mercy seat, from be-
tween the two cherubim which are upon the ark of the
testimony. I will speak with you all that I will command
you for the children of Israel.

The TThe Table for the Shoable for the Showbrwbreadead
Ex 37:10–16

2323 You shall also make a table of acacia wood, two cu-
bits long, one cubit wide, and a half cubit high. ††††2424 You
shall overlay it with pure gold and make a gold border
around it. 2525 You shall make a border around it of a
handbreadth, and you shall make a gold molding for
the frame all around. 2626 You shall make four gold rings
for it and put the rings on the four corners that are on
its four feet. 2727 The rings shall be close to the frame to
provide places for the poles to carry the table. 2828 You
shall make the poles of acacia wood and overlay them
with gold, so that the table may be carried with them.
2929 You shall make the dishes, its spoons, its pitchers,
and its bowls with which to pour drink offerings. You
shall make them of pure gold. 3030 You shall set the
showbread on the table before Me always.

† About 33/4 feet long and 21/4 feet wide and high, or 1.1 me-
ters long and 68 centimeters wide and high; similarly in v. 17. ††
About 3 feet long, 11/2 feet wide, and 21/4 feet high, or 90 centime-
ters long, 45 centimeters wide, and 68 centimeters high.
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The Gold LampstandThe Gold Lampstand
Ex 37:17–24

3131 You shall make a lampstand of pure gold. The
lampstand and its base and its shaft are to be made of
hammered metal. Its cups, its buds, and its flowers
shall be of one piece. 3232 Six branches shall go out from
its sides, three branches of the lampstand from its one
side and three branches of the lampstand from its oth-
er side. 3333 Three cups shall be made shaped like al-
mond floflowerswers with buds and blossoms on one branch,
and three cups made like almond floflowerswers in the other
branch, with buds and blossoms, and the same for the
six branches that come out of the lampstand. 3434 On the
lampstand shall be four cups shaped like almond floflow-w-
ersers , with their buds and their blossoms. 3535 There shall
be a bud under two branches of the same, and a bud
under two branches of the same, and a bud under thethe
nenextxt two branches of the same, according to the six
branches that proceed out of the lampstand. 3636 Their
buds and their branches shall be of the same piecepiece ,
all of it shall be one hammered work of pure gold.

3737 You shall make its seven lamps, and they shall light
its lamps so that they may give light to the area in
front of it. 3838 Its snuffers and their snuff dishes shall be
of pure gold. 3939 It shall be made from a talent †† of pure
gold along with all these utensils. 4040 See that you make
them according to their pattern which was shown to
you on the mountain.

The TThe Tabernacleabernacle
Ex 36:8–38

Moreover you shall make the tabernacle with
ten curtains of fine twisted linen, and blue, and

purple, and scarlet. Make them with cherubim, the
work of a skilled workman. 22 The length of each cur-
tain shall be twenty-eight cubits, and the width of each
curtain four cubits. †††† All of the curtains shall have the
same measurements. 33 Five curtains shall be joined to-
gether, one to another. And the other five curtains are
to be joined, one to another. 44 You shall make loops of
blue on the edge of the end curtain in one set, and
likewise you shall make loopsloops in the outermost edge
of the end curtain in the second set. 55 You shall make
fifty loops in the one curtain, and you shall make fifty
loops in the edge of the curtain that is in the second
set. The loops are to be opposite to one another. 66 You
shall make fifty clasps of gold and join the curtains to-
gether with the clasps so that the tabernacle shall be
one unit.

77 You shall make curtains of goats’ hair to be a cover-
ing upon the tabernacle. You shall make eleven cur-
tains. 88 The length of each curtain shall be thirty cubits,
and the width of each curtain four cubits, ‡‡ and the

† About 75 pounds, or 34 kilograms. †† About 42 feet long
and 6 feet wide, or 13 meters long and 1.8 meters wide. ‡ About
45 feet long and 6 feet wide, or 13.5 meters long and 1.8 meters
wide.

eleven curtains shall all have the same measure. 99 You
shall join five curtains by themselves, and six curtains
by themselves. You shall double over the sixth curtain
at the front of the tabernacle. 1010 You shall make fifty
loops on the edge of the end curtain in one set and
fifty loops on the edge of the curtain that joins the sec-
ond set. 1111 You shall make fifty bronze clasps, and put
the clasps into the loops, and join the tent together so
that it may be one unit. 1212 The part that remains of the
curtains of the tent, the half curtain that remains, shall
hang over the back of the tabernacle. 1313 A cubit ‡†‡† on
the one side and a cubit on the other side of that
which remains in the length of the curtains of the tent
shall hang over the sides of the tabernacle on this side
and on that side to cover it. 1414 You shall make a cover-
ing for the tent out of rams’ skins dyed red and a cov-
ering above of porpoise skins.

1515 You shall make boards for the tabernacle of acacia
wood, standing upright. 1616 Ten cubits ‡‡‡‡ shall be the
length of each board, and a cubit and a half shall be
the width of each board. 1717 There shall be two tenons
for each board, fitted to one another. You shall make
all the boards of the tabernacle in this way. 1818 You shall
make the boards for the tabernacle, twenty boards for
the south side. 1919 You shall make forty sockets of silver
under the twenty boards, two sockets under one
board for its two tenons and two sockets under anoth-
er board for its two tenons. 2020 For the second side of
the tabernacle, on the north side, there shall be twen-
ty boards, 2121 and their forty sockets of silver, two sock-
ets under one board, and two sockets under another
board. 2222 For the back of the tabernacle, to the west,
you shall make six boards. 2323 You shall make two
boards for the corners of the tabernacle at the back.
2424 They shall be doubled together beneath and fin-
ished together at the top of it into one ring. So it shall
be for both of them. They shall form the two corners.
2525 There shall be eight boards with their sockets of sil-
ver, sixteen sockets, two sockets under one board and
two sockets under another board.

2626 You shall make bars of acacia wood, five for the
boards of the one side of the tabernacle, 2727 and five
bars for the boards of the other side of the tabernacle,
and five bars for the boards of the side of the taberna-
cle for the back to the west. 2828 The middle bar in the
center of the boards shall reach from end to end.
2929 You shall overlay the boards with gold and make
their rings of gold to provide places for the bars, and
you shall overlay the bars with gold.

3030 You shall set up the tabernacle according to the
plan which you have been shown on the mountain.

3131 You shall make a veil of blue, and purple, and scar-
let, and fine twined linen. It shall be made with cheru-
bim, the skillful work of a workman. 3232 You shall hang it
on four pillars of acacia wood overlaid with gold. Their
hooks alsoalso shall be of gold on four sockets of silver.

‡† About 18 inches, or 45 centimeters. ‡‡ About 15 feet long
and 21/4 feet wide, or 4.5 meters long and 68 centimeters wide.
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3333 You shall hang up the veil under the clasps, so that
you may bring in the ark of the testimony within the
veil; and the veil shall serve for you as a partition be-
tween the holy place and the Most Holy. 3434 You shall
put the mercy seat on the ark of the testimony in the
Most Holy. 3535 You shall set the table outside the veil,
and the lampstand opposite the table on the side of
the tabernacle toward the south, and you shall put the
table on the north side.

3636 You shall make a screen for the doorway of the
tent of blue, and purple, and scarlet, and fine twined
linen, the work of an embroiderer. 3737 You shall make
five pillars of acacia wood for the screen and overlay
them with gold, with their hooks also made of gold,
and you shall cast five sockets of bronze for them.

The Altar of Burnt OfferingThe Altar of Burnt Offering
Ex 38:1–7

You shall make an altar of acacia wood, five cu-
bits †† long and five cubits wide. The altar shall be

square, and its height shall be three cubits. ††††22 You
shall make its horns on its four corners. Its horns shall
be part of it, and you shall overlay it with bronze. 33 You
shall make its pots for its ashes, and its shovels, and
its basins, and its meat hooks, and its fire pans. You
shall make all of its vessels out of bronze. 44 You shall
make a grating for it, a network of bronze, and on the
net you shall make four bronze rings at its four cor-
ners. 55 You shall put it under the ledge of the altar be-
neath, so that the net will reach halfway up the altar.
66 You shall make poles for the altar, poles of acacia
wood, and overlay them with bronze. 77 The poles shall
be put into the rings, so that the poles shall be on the
two sides of the altar when carrying it. 88 You shall
make it hollow with boards. Just as it was shown you
on the mountain, so shall they make it.

The Court of the TThe Court of the Tabernacleabernacle
Ex 38:9–20

99 You shall make the court of the tabernacle. On the
south side there shall be curtains for the court of fine
twined linen one hundred cubits long ‡‡ for one side;
1010 and it shall haveshall have twenty pillars with twenty bronze
sockets. The hooks of the pillars and their bands shall
be of silver. 1111 Likewise for the north side in length
there shall be curtains one hundred cubits long, and
its twenty pillars and their twenty sockets of bronze.
The hooks of the pillars and their bands shall beshall be of sil-
ver.

1212 For the width of the court on the west side shall be
curtains of fifty cubits ‡†‡† with their ten pillars and their
ten sockets. 1313 The width of the court on the east side
shall be fifty cubits. 1414 The curtains on one side of the
gate shall be fifteen cubits ‡‡‡‡ with their three pillars

† About 71/2 feet, or 2.3 meters long and wide. †† About
41/2 feet, or 1.4 meters. ‡ About 150 feet, or 45 meters; and in v.
11. ‡† About 75 feet, or 23 meters; and in v. 13. ‡‡ About 23
feet, or 6.8 meters; and in v. 15.

and their three sockets. 1515 On the other side shall be
curtains fifteen cubits with their three pillars and their
three sockets.

1616 For the gate of the court there shall be a curtain of
twenty cubits, ‡‡†‡‡† of blue, and purple, and scarlet, and
fine twined linen, the work of an embroiderer, with
their four pillars and their four sockets. 1717 All the pillars
around about the court shall be furnished with silver
bands. Their hooks shall be of silver, and their sockets
of bronze. 1818 The length of the court shall be one hun-
dred cubits, and the width fifty ‡‡‡‡‡‡ throughout, and the
height five cubits §§ of fine twisted linen, and their sock-
ets of bronze. 1919 All the utensils of the tabernacle used
in all its service, and all its tent pegs, and all the tent
pegs of the court shall be of bronze.

The Oil for the LampThe Oil for the Lamp
Lev 24:1–3

2020 You shall command the children of Israel that they
bring you pure oil of olive pressed for the light, to
cause the lamp to burn continually. 2121 In the tent of
meeting, outside the veil which is before the testimo-
ny, Aaron and his sons shall arrange it from evening to
morning before the LORD . It shall be a perpetual
statute for the children of Israel for generations to
come.

The Priestly GarmentsThe Priestly Garments

And bring near to yourself Aaron, your brother,
and his sons with him from among the children

of Israel, so that they may minister to Me as
priests—Aaron, Nadab and Abihu, Eleazar and
Ithamar, Aaron’s sons. 22 You shall make holy garments
for your brother Aaron, for glory and for beauty. 33 You
shall speak to all who are specially skilled, whom I
have filled with the spirit of wisdom, that they may
make Aaron’s garments to consecrate him, that he
may minister to Me as a priest. 44 These are the gar-
ments which they shall make: a breastplate, and an
ephod, and a robe, and an embroidered coat, a tur-
ban, and a sash. They shall make holy garments for
Aaron your brother and his sons, that he may minister
to Me as priest. 55 They shall take the gold, the blue, the
purple, and the scarlet, and fine linen.

The EphodThe Ephod
Ex 39:2–7

66 They shall make the ephod of gold, of blue, and of
purple, of scarlet, and fine twined linen, the work of a
skilled workman. 77 It shall have the two shoulder
pieces attached to its two corners, so it shall be joined
together. 88 The skillfully woven waistband of the
ephod, which is on it, shall be of the same workman-
ship, of the same material: of gold, of blue and purple,
and scarlet, and fine twisted linen.

‡‡† About 30 feet, or 9 meters. ‡‡‡ About 150 feet long and
75 feet wide, or 45 meters long and 23 meters wide. § About 71/2
feet, or 2.3 meters.
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99 You shall take two onyx stones and engrave on
them the names of the children of Israel, 1010 six of their
names on one stone, and the other six names of the
rest on the other stone, according to their birth.
1111 With the work of an engraver in stone, like the en-
gravings of a signet, you shall engrave the two stones
with the names of the children of Israel. You shall set
them in filigree of gold. 1212 You shall put the two stones
on the shoulders of the ephod as stones of memorial
for the children of Israel, and Aaron shall bear their
names before the LORD on his two shoulders as a
memorial. 1313 You shall make filigree settings of gold,
1414 and two chains of pure gold. You shall make them of
twisted cord and fasten the braided chains to the fili-
gree settings.

The BrThe Breastplateeastplate
Ex 39:8–21

1515 You shall make the breastplate of judgment, the
work of a skillful workman. You shall make it in the
same manner as the ephod. Of gold, of blue, and of
purple, and of scarlet, and of fine twisted linen you
shall make it. 1616 It is to be square when doubled: a
span †† in length and a span in width. 1717 You shall set in
it four rows of stones. The first row shall be a sardius,
a topaz, and a carbuncle; 1818 the second row an emer-
ald, a sapphire, and a diamond; 1919 the third row a
jacinth, an agate, and an amethyst; 2020 and the fourth
row a beryl, an onyx, and a jasper. They shall be set in
gold filigree. 2121 The stones shall be according to the
names of the children of Israel, twelve, according to
their names, each like the engravings of a signet,
every one according to his name for the twelve tribes.

2222 You shall make for the breastplate braided chains
of pure gold. 2323 You shall make on the breastplate two
rings of gold and shall put the two rings on the two
ends of the breastplate. 2424 You shall put the two braid-
ed chains of gold on the two rings which are on the
ends of the breastplate. 2525 You shall fasten the other
two ends of the two braided chains in the two filigree
settings and put them on the front of the shoulder
pieces of the ephod. 2626 You shall make two rings of
gold and shall put them on the two ends of the breast-
plate, on the edge of it which is toward the inner side
of the ephod. 2727 You shall make two other rings of gold
and shall put them on the two shoulder pieces of the
ephod underneath toward the front, close to the place
where it is joined above the skillfully woven waistband
of the ephod. 2828 They shall bind the breastplate by its
rings to the rings of the ephod with a blue cord, so
that it may be above the skillfully woven waistband of
the ephod, and so that the breastplate will not come
loose from the ephod.

2929 Aaron shall bear the names of the children of Is-
rael on the breastplate of judgment over his heart
when he goes into the holy place, as a memorial be-
fore the LORD continually. 3030 You shall put the Urim

† About 9 inches, or 23 centimeters.

and the Thummim in the breastplate of judgment, and
they shall be over Aaron’s heart when he goes in be-
fore the LORD . And Aaron shall bear the judgment of
the children of Israel over his heart before the LORD
continually.

Other Priestly GarmentsOther Priestly Garments
Ex 39:22–31

3131 You shall make the robe of the ephod completely
blue. 3232 There shall be a hole at the top of it, in the
middle of it. Around its opening it shall have a binding
of woven work, like the opening of a coat of mail, so
that it will not be torn. 3333 You shall make on its hem
pomegranates of blue, and of purple, and of scarlet,
all around its hem, and bells of gold between them all
around: 3434 a golden bell and a pomegranate, a golden
bell and a pomegranate, all around on the hem of the
robe. 3535 It shall be on Aaron when he ministers. And its
sound shall be heard when he goes into the holy place
before the LORD , and when he comes out, so that he
does not die.

3636 You shall make a plate of pure gold and engrave
on it, like the engravings of a signet,

HOLINESS TO THE LORD.
3737 You shall put it on a blue cord, so that it may be

upon the turban. It is to be on the front of the turban.
3838 It shall be on Aaron’s forehead, so that Aaron may
bear the iniquity of the holy things which the children
of Israel shall consecrate in regard to all their holy
gifts. And it shall always be on his forehead, so that
they may be accepted before the LORD .

3939 You shall embroider the tunic of fine linen, and you
shall make the turban of fine linen, and you shall
make the sash, the work of an embroiderer. 4040 For
Aaron’s sons you shall make tunics. You shall make
sashes for them, and you shall make caps for them,
for glory and for beauty. 4141 You shall put them on
Aaron your brother, and on his sons with him, and
shall anoint them, and consecrate them, and sanctify
them, that they may minister to Me as priests.

4242 You shall make linen undergarments for them to
cover their naked skin. They shall reach from the waist
to the thighs. 4343 They shall be on Aaron and on his
sons when they come into the tent of meeting or
when they come near to the altar to minister in the
holy place, so that they may not bear iniquity and die.

It shall be a perpetual statute to him and his descen-
dants after him.

ConsecrConsecration of the Priestsation of the Priests
Lev 8:1–36

Now this is the thing that you shall do to them
to consecrate them, to minister as priests to Me:

Take one young bull and two rams without blemish,
22 and unleavened bread, and unleavened cakes mixed
with oil, and unleavened wafers anointed with
oil—you shall make them of wheat flour. 33 You shall
put them into one basket and bring them in the bas-
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ket with the bull and the two rams. 44 Then you shall
bring Aaron and his sons to the door of the tent of
meeting and wash them with water. 55 You shall take
the garments and clothe Aaron withwith the tunic and the
robe of the ephod and the ephod and the breastplate,
and gird him with the skillfully woven band of the
ephod. 66 And you shall put the turban on his head and
put the holy crown on the turban. 77 Then shall you take
the anointing oil and pour it on his head and anoint
him. 88 You shall bring his sons and put tunics on them.
99 You shall gird them with sashes, Aaron and his sons,
and put the headbands on them, and the priest’s of-
fice shall be theirs for a perpetual statute. Thus you
shall consecrate Aaron and his sons.

1010 Then you shall bring a bull before the tent of meet-
ing, and Aaron and his sons shall put their hands on
the head of the bull. 1111 You shall kill the bull before the
LORD by the door of the tent of meeting. 1212 You shall
take of the blood of the bull, and put it on the horns of
the altar with your finger, and pour all the blood be-
side the bottom of the altar. 1313 You shall take all the fat
that covers the entrails, and the lobe that is above the
liver, and the two kidneys, and the fat that is on them,
and burn them on the altar. 1414 But the flesh of the bull,
its skin, and its dung, you shall burn with fire outside
the camp. It is a sin offering.

1515 You shall also take one ram, and Aaron and his
sons shall put their hands on the head of the ram.
1616 You shall slay the ram, and you shall take its blood
and sprinkle it around on the altar. 1717 Then you shall
cut the ram in pieces, and wash its entrails and its
legs, and put themthem with its pieces and its head. 1818 You
shall burn the whole ram on the altar. It is a burnt of-
fering to the LORD . It is a soothing aroma, an offering
made by fire to the LORD .

1919 Then you shall take the other ram, and Aaron and
his sons shall put their hands on the head of the ram.
2020 You shall kill the ram and take some of its blood and
put it on the tip of the right ear of Aaron, and on the
tip of the right ear of his sons, and on the thumb of
their right hand, and on the great toe of their right
foot, and sprinkle the blood around on the altar. 2121 You
shall take some of the blood that is on the altar and
some of the anointing oil and sprinkle it on Aaron and
on his garments, and on his sons, and on the gar-
ments of his sons with him. So he and his garments
shall be consecrated, along with his sons and his sons’
garments with him.

2222 Also you shall take the fat and the rump of the
ram, and the fat that covers the entrails and the lobe
above the liver, and the two kidneys, and the fat that is
on them and the right shoulder (for it is a ram of con-
secration), 2323 and one loaf of bread, and one cake of
oiled bread, and one wafer out of the basket of the un-
leavened bread that is before the LORD . 2424 And you
shall put all of these in the hands of Aaron and in the
hands of his sons, and shall wave them for a wave of-
fering before the LORD . 2525 Then you shall take them

from their hands and burn them on the altar for a
burnt offering, for a soothing aroma before the LORD .
It is an offering made by fire to the LORD . 2626 You shall
take the breast of Aaron’s ram of consecration, and
wave it as a wave offering before the LORD , and it
shall be your portion.

2727 You shall consecrate the breast of the wave offer-
ing that is waved and the thigh of the priest’s portion
that is contributed from the ram of the consecration,
from that which was for Aaron and from that which
was for his sons. 2828 It shall be for Aaron and his sons
by a statute forever, for it is a contribution. It shall be a
contribution from the children of Israel from their
peace offerings, their contributions to the LORD .

2929 The holy garments belonging to Aaron are to be-
long to his sons after him, so that they may be anoint-
ed in them and be consecrated in them. 3030 The son
that is priest in his stead shall put them on seven days
when he comes into the tent of meeting to minister in
the holy place.

3131 You shall take the ram of the consecration and boil
its flesh in a holy place. 3232 Aaron and his sons shall eat
the flesh of the ram and the bread that is in the basket
by the door of the tent of meeting. 3333 They shall eat
those things by which the atonement was made in or-
der to consecrate and sanctify them, but no one else
shall eat themthem , because they are holy. 3434 If any of the
flesh from the consecrations or from the bread remain
until the morning, then you shall burn the remainder
with fire. It shall not be eaten, because it is holy.

3535 Thus shall you do to Aaron and his sons according
to all that I have commanded you. You shall conse-
crate them for seven days. 3636 Every day you must offer
a bull as a sin offering for atonement, and you must
cleanse the altar when you make atonement for it. You
must anoint it to consecrate it. 3737 For seven days you
must make atonement for the altar and consecrate it,
and then the altar will be most holy, and whatever
touches the altar will be holy.

The Daily OfferingsThe Daily Offerings
3838 Now this is what you are to offer on the altar: two

one-year-old lambs every day, continually. 3939 The one
lamb you must offer in the morning, and the other
lamb you must offer at sundown. 4040 And with the first
lamb will bewill be a tenth of an ephahof an ephah †† of flour mingled
with the fourth part of a hin †††† of beaten oil, and the
fourth part of a hin of wine for a drink offering. 4141 The
other lamb you must offer at sundown and must offer
with it the same grain offering and the same drink of-
fering as in the morning, for a soothing aroma, an of-
fering made by fire to the LORD .

4242 This will be a continual burnt offering throughout
your generations at the door of the tent of meeting
before the LORD , where I will meet with you, to speak

† Likely about 31/2 pounds, or 1.6 kilograms. †† Likely about
1 quart, or 1 liter.
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to you there. 4343 I will meet there with the children of Is-
rael, and it will be consecrated by My glory.

4444 I will sanctify the tent of meeting and the altar. I
will also sanctify both Aaron and his sons to minister
as priests to Me. 4545 I will dwell among the children of
Israel and will be their God. 4646 Then they will know that
I am the LORD their God who brought them out of the
land of Egypt, so that I may dwell among them. I am
the LORD their God.

The Altar of IncenseThe Altar of Incense
Ex 37:25–28

Also, you must make an altar for burning in-
cense. You must make it of acacia wood. 22 It

must be a cubit in length, and its width a cubit. It will
be square. Its height will be two cubits; †† the horns
shall be of one piece with it. 33 You must overlay it with
pure gold, its top, its sides all around, and its horns;
and you must make a molding of gold all around it.
44 You must make two golden rings for it under its
molding. You must make themthem on its two sides, on op-
posite sides of it, and they will be holders for the poles
with which to carry it. 55 Then you must make the poles
of acacia wood and overlay them with gold. 66 You must
put it before the veil that is by the ark of the testimo-
ny, in front of the mercy seat that is over the testimo-
ny, where I will meet with you.

77 Aaron must burn sweet incense on it. Every morn-
ing, when he trims the lamps, he must burn incense.
88 When Aaron lights the lamps at sundown, he must
burn incense on it. It is to be a perpetual incense be-
fore the LORD throughout your generations. 99 You
must offer no strange incense on it, nor burnt sacri-
fice, nor grain offering, and you must not pour out a
drink offering on it. 1010 Aaron must make atonement on
its horns once a year with the blood of the sin offering
of atonement. Once a year he must make atonement
on it throughout your generations. It is most holy to
the LORD .

The Atonement MoneThe Atonement Moneyy
1111 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 1212 When you

take the census of the children of Israel according to
their number, then each man is to pay a ransom for
his life to the LORD when you count them, so that
there be no plague among them when you number
them. 1313 This is what everyone who is counted must
give: half a shekel according to the shekel of the sanc-
tuary †††† (a shekel is twenty gerahs). The half shekel will
be the offering to the LORD . 1414 Everyone who is count-
ed, from twenty years old and above, must give an of-
fering to the LORD . 1515 The rich must not give more
and the poor must not give less than half a shekel
when they give the offering to the LORD , to make
atonement for your lives. 1616 You must take the atone-

† About 11/2 feet long and wide and 3 feet high, or 45 centime-
ters long and wide and 90 centimeters high. †† About 1/5 ounce,
or 5.8 grams; and in v. 15.

ment money of the children of Israel and give it for the
service of the tent of meeting, so that it may be a
memorial to the children of Israel before the LORD , to
make atonement for your lives.

The BrThe Bronze Basinonze Basin
1717 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 1818 You must also

make a basin of bronze, with its base also of bronze,
for washing, and you must put it between the tent of
meeting and the altar, and you must put water in it.
1919 For Aaron and his sons must wash their hands and
their feet from it. 2020 When they go into the tent of
meeting, or when they come near the altar to minister
by burning incense as an offering made by fire to the
LORD , they must wash with water so that they will not
die. 2121 So they must wash their hands and their feet, so
that they will not die. And it will be a perpetual statute
for them, even to him and to his seed throughout their
generations.

The Anointing OilThe Anointing Oil
2222 Moreover the LORD spoke to Moses, saying:

2323 Take for yourself choice spices: five hundred shekels
‡‡ of pure myrrh, half as much sweet-smelling cinna-
mon (two hundred and fifty shekels ‡†‡†), two hundred
and fifty shekels of sweet-smelling cane, 2424 five hun-
dred shekels of cassia, according to the shekel of the
sanctuary, and a hin ‡‡‡‡ of olive oil. 2525 And you must
make with it a holy anointing oil, a perfumed com-
pound, the work of a perfumer. It will be a holy anoint-
ing oil. 2626 And you must anoint the tent of meeting
with it, along with the ark of the testimony, 2727 and the
table and all its utensils, and the lampstand and its
utensils, and the altar of incense, 2828 and the altar of
burnt offering with all its utensils, and the basin and
its stand. 2929 You must consecrate them, so that they
may be most holy. Whatever touches them must be
holy.

3030 You must anoint Aaron and his sons and conse-
crate them, so that they may minister as priests to Me.
3131 You must speak to the children of Israel, saying,
“This will be a holy anointing oil to Me throughout
your generations. 3232 It must not be poured out on any-
one’s body, nor shall you make any other like it in com-
position. It is holy, and it will be holy to you. 3333 Whoev-
er makes anything like it or whoever puts any of it on
a layman will be cut off from his people.”

The IncenseThe Incense
3434 Then the LORD said to Moses: Take for yourself

sweet spices, stacte and onycha and galbanum, sweet
spices with pure frankincense of equal amounts. 3535 You
shall make of these an incense, a compound expertly
blended, mingled with salt, pure and holy. 3636 You must

‡ About 121/2 pounds, or 5.8 kilograms; and in v. 24. ‡†
About 61/4 pounds, or 2.9 kilograms. ‡‡ Likely about 1 gallon, or
3.8 liters.
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beat some of it very fine and put part of it before the
testimony in the tent of meeting where I will meet
with you. It will be most holy to you. 3737 As for the per-
fume which you will make, you may not make itit for
yourselves using the same recipe. It must be holy for
the LORD to you. 3838 Whoever makes anything like it in
order to use it as perfume must be cut off from his
people.

The TThe Tabernacle Artisansabernacle Artisans
Ex 35:30–35

Now the LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 22 See, I
have called by name Bezalel the son of Uri, the

son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah. 33 I have filled him with
the Spirit of God in wisdom, in understanding, in
knowledge, and in all manner of craftsmanship 44 to de-
vise artistic works for work with gold, with silver, and
with bronze, 55 and in the cutting of stones for settings,
and in carving of wood, to work in all manner of crafts-
manship. 66 I, indeed, I have given him Oholiab, the son
of Ahisamak, of the tribe of Dan, and I have given skill
to all who are specially skilled, that they may make
everything that I have commanded you: 77 the tent of
meeting, the ark of the testimony, and the mercy seat
that is on it, and all the furniture of the tent, 88 the table
and its utensils, and the pure lampstand with all its
utensils, and the altar of incense, 99 the altar of burnt
offering with all its utensils, and the basin and its
stand, 1010 the woven garments, the holy garments for
Aaron the priest and the garments of his sons, to min-
ister as priests, 1111 the anointing oil and sweet incense
for the holy place. They must make themthem according to
all that I have commanded you.

The Sabbath LawThe Sabbath Law
1212 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 1313 Speak also to

the children of Israel, saying, “You must surely keep
My Sabbaths, for it is a sign between Me and you
throughout your generations, that you may know that
I am the LORD who sanctifies you.

1414 “You shall keep the Sabbath, for it is holy to you.
Everyone who defiles it will surely be put to death. For
whoever does any work on it, that person will be cut
off from among his people. 1515 Six days may work be
done, but on the seventh is the Sabbath of complete
rest, holy to the LORD . Whoever does any work on the
Sabbath day will surely be put to death. 1616 Therefore
the children of Israel must keep the Sabbath, to ob-
serve the Sabbath throughout their generations, for a
perpetual covenant. 1717 It is a sign between Me and the
children of Israel forever, for in six days the LORD
made heaven and earth, but on the seventh day He
rested and was refreshed.”

1818 When He had made an end of communing with
him on Mount Sinai, He gave Moses the two tablets of
testimony, tablets of stone, written with the finger of
God.

The Golden CalfThe Golden Calf

Now when the people saw that Moses delayed
coming down from the mountain, the people

gathered themselves together around Aaron and said
to him, “Come, make us gods which will go before us.
As for this Moses, the man who brought us up out of
the land of Egypt, we do not know what has become
of him.”

22 Aaron said to them, “Break off the gold earrings
that are in the ears of your wives, your sons, and your
daughters, and bring themthem to me.” 33 So all the people
broke off the gold earrings that were in their ears and
brought themthem to Aaron. 44 He received themthem from their
hand, and fashioned it with an engraving tool, and
made it into a molded calf. Then they said, “This is
your god, O Israel, who brought you up from the land
of Egypt.”

55 When Aaron saw itit , he built an altar before it. And
Aaron made a proclamation and said, “Tomorrow will
be a feast to the LORD .” 66 So they rose up early on the
next day, and offered burnt offerings, and brought
peace offerings. And the people sat down to eat and
to drink, and rose up to play.

77 The LORD spoke to Moses, “Go, and get down, for
your people, whom you brought out of the land of
Egypt, have corrupted themselvesthemselves . 88 They have quickly
turned aside from the way which I commanded them.
They have made for themselves a molded calf, and
have worshipped it, and have sacrificed to it, and said,
‘This is your god, O Israel, which has brought you up
from the land of Egypt.’”

99 Then the LORD said to Moses, “I have seen this
people, and certainly, it is a stiff-necked people. 1010 Now
therefore let Me alone, so that My wrath may burn
against them and I may destroy them. And I will make
of you a great nation.”

1111 But Moses sought the favor of the LORD his God,
and said, “ LORD , why does Your wrath burn against
Your people, whom You have brought forth from the
land of Egypt with great power and with a mighty
hand? 1212 Why should the Egyptians speak, saying, ‘With
evil intentintent He brought them out, to kill them in the
mountains and to destroy them from the face of the
earth’? Turn from Your fierce wrath and relent of this
harm against Your people. 1313 Remember Abraham,
Isaac, and Israel, Your servants, to whom You swore by
Yourself, and said to them, ‘I will multiply your descen-
dants as the stars of the heavens, and all this land that
I have spoken of will I give to your descendants, and
they will inherit itit forever.’” 1414 Then the LORD relented
of the harm which He said He would do to His people.

1515 Moses turned and went down from the mountain
with the two tablets of testimony in his hand. The
tablets were written on both their sides. They were
written on one side and on the other. 1616 The tablets
were God’s work, and the writing was God’s writing,
engraved on the tablets.
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1717 When Joshua heard the noise of the people as they
shouted, he said to Moses, “There is a sound of war in
the camp.”

1818 But he said:
“It is not the sound of those who shout for victory,
nor is it the sound of those who cry because of be-

ing overcome,
but I hear the sound of singing.”

1919 As soon as he came near the camp, he saw the calf
and the dancing, and Moses’ anger burned, so he
threw the tablets from his hands and shattered them
at the bottom of the mountain. 2020 Then he took the calf
which they had made and burned it in the fire, ground
it to powder, and scattered it on the water, and made
the children of Israel drink it.

2121 Moses said to Aaron, “What did this people do to
you, that you have brought so great a sin upon them?”

2222 Aaron said, “Do not let the anger of my lord burn.
You know that the people are set on evil. 2323 For they
said to me, ‘Make a god for us which will go before us,
for this Moses, the man that brought us up from the
land of Egypt, we do not know what has become of
him.’ 2424 I said to them, ‘Whoever has any gold, let them
break it off.’ So they gave itit to me, and then I threw it
into the fire, and this calf came out.’”

2525 Now when Moses saw the people were in a frenzy,
for Aaron had let them get completely out of control,
causing derision from their enemies, 2626 then Moses
stood in the gate of the camp and said, “Whoever is on
the LORD ’s side, come to me.” And all the Levites
gathered themselves together around him.

2727 He said to them, “Thus says the LORD , the God of
Israel, ‘Every man fasten his sword on his side, and go
back and forth from gate to gate throughout the
camp, and let every man kill his brother, and every
man his friend, and every man his neighbor.’” 2828 The
Levites did according to the word of Moses, and about
three thousand men of the people died that day. 2929 For
Moses had said, “Consecrate yourselves today to the
LORD , that He may bestow a blessing on you this day,
for every man opposes his son and his brother.”

3030 On the next day Moses said to the people, “You
have committed a great sin, and now I will go up to
the LORD . Perhaps I can make atonement for your
sin.”

3131 Then Moses returned to the LORD and said, “Oh,
this people has committed a great sin and have made
a god of gold for themselves. 3232 Yet now, if You will,
forgive their sin, but if not, I pray, blot me out of Your
book which You have written.”

3333 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Whoever has
sinned against Me, I will blot him out of My book. 3434 So
go now, lead the people to the place of which I have
spoken to you. Indeed, My angel will go before you.
Nevertheless in the day when I punish, I will indeed
punish them for their sin.”

3535 And the LORD plagued the people because they
had made the calf, the one that Aaron made.

The Command to Leave SinaiThe Command to Leave Sinai

Then the LORD said to Moses, “Depart, go up
from here, you and the people whom you have

brought up from the land of Egypt, to the land which I
swore to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, saying, ‘To your
descendants I will give it.’ 22 I will send an angel before
you, and I will drive out the Canaanite, the Amorite,
the Hittite, the Perizzite, the Hivite, and the Jebusite. 33

Go upGo up to a land flowing with milk and honey. However,
I will not go up in your midst, for you are a stiff-necked
people, and I might destroy you on the way.”

44 When the people heard this disturbing word, they
mourned. And no one put on his ornaments. 55 For the
LORD had said to Moses, “Say to the children of Israel,
‘You are a stiff-necked people. If I went up among you
for one moment, I might destroy you. Now therefore,
take off your ornaments, so that I may know what I
will do to you.’” 66 The children of Israel stripped them-
selves of their ornaments by Mount Horeb.

The TThe Tent of Meetingent of Meeting
77 Moses took the tent and pitched it outside the

camp, a good distance from the camp, and called it
the tent of meeting. And anyone who sought the
LORD would go out to the tent of meeting which was
outside the camp. 88 So whenever Moses went out to
the tent, all the people would rise up and stand, every
man at the entrance of his tent, and gaze after Moses
until he entered the tent. 99 And whenever Moses en-
tered the tent, the pillar of cloud descended and stood
at the entrance of the tent, and the LORD spoke with
Moses. 1010 When all the people saw the pillar of cloud
standing at the entrance of the tent, all the people
rose up and worshipped, every man at the entrance of
his tent. 1111 The LORD spoke to Moses face to face, just
as a man speaks to his friend. When he returned to
the camp, his servant Joshua, the son of Nun, a young
man, did not depart from the tent.

The Glory of GodThe Glory of God
1212 Moses said to the LORD , “See, You say to me,

‘Bring up this people,’ but You have not let me know
whom You will send with me. Yet You have said, ‘I
know you by name, and you have also found grace in
My sight.’ 1313 Now therefore, I pray You, if I have found
favor in Your sight, show me now Your way, that I may
know You, and that I may find favor in Your sight. Con-
sider too that this nation is Your people.”

1414 And He said, “My Presence will go with you, and I
will give you rest.”

1515 Then he said to Him, “If Your Presence does not go
with us, do not bring us up from here. 1616 For how will it
be known that I have found favor in Your sight, I and
Your people? Is it not by Your going with us, so that we
will be distinguished, I and Your people, from all the
people who are on the face of the earth?”
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1717 The LORD said to Moses, “I will do this thing of
which you have spoken, for you have found favor in
My sight, and I know you by name.”

1818 Then Moses said, “I pray, show me Your glory.”
1919 Then He said, “I will make all My goodness pass

before you, and I will proclaim the name of the LORD
before you. I will be gracious to whom I will be gra-
cious and will show mercy on whom I will show mer-
cy.” 2020 He said, “You cannot see My face, for no man
can see Me and live.”

2121 Then the LORD said, “Indeed, there is a place by
Me. You must stand on the rock. 2222 While My glory
passes by, I will put you in a cleft of the rock and will
cover you with My hand while I pass by. 2323 Then I will
take away My hand, and you will see My back, but My
face may not be seen.”

The NeThe New Stone Tw Stone Tabletsablets

Now the LORD said to Moses, “Cut out for your-
self two tablets of stone like the first, and I will

write on these tablets the words that were on the first
tablets, which you broke. 22 Be ready in the morning,
and come up in the morning to Mount Sinai, and pre-
sent yourself there to Me on the top of the mountain.
33 No one is to come up with you. Do not let anyone be
seen anywhere on the mountain, and the flocks or
herds may not graze in front of the mountain.”

44 So he cut out two tablets of stone like the first, and
Moses rose up early in the morning and went up to
Mount Sinai, just as the LORD had commanded him,
and took in his hand the two tablets of stone. 55 Then
the LORD descended in the cloud, and stood with him
there, and proclaimed the name of the LORD . 66 The
LORD passed by before him, and proclaimed, “The
LORD , the LORD God, merciful and gracious, slow to
anger, and abounding in goodness and truth, 77 keep-
ing mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and trans-
gression and sin, but who will by no means clear thethe
guiltyguilty , visiting the iniquity of fathers on the children
and on the children’s children, to the third and the
fourth generation.”

88 Moses made haste and bowed to the ground and
worshipped. 99 He said, “If now I have found favor in
Your sight, O Lord, let my Lord, I pray, go among us,
for we are a stiff-necked people. Pardon our iniquity
and our sin, and take us for your inheritance.”

The CoThe Covenant Renevenant Renewedwed
1010 Then He said: Indeed, I am going to make a

covenant before all your people. I will do wonders
such as have not been done in all the earth nor in any
nation. And all the people among whom you live will
see the work of the LORD , for it is a fearful thing that I
will do with you. 1111 Obey what I command you this day.
Indeed, I am going to drive out before you the Amor-
ite, the Canaanite, the Hittite, the Perizzite, the Hivite,
and the Jebusite. 1212 Watch yourself so that you make

no covenant with the inhabitants of the land where
you are going, lest it become a snare in your midst.
1313 But you shall destroy their altars, break their sacrsacreded
pillars, and cut down their Asherah poles ††1414 (for you
shall not worship any other god, for the LORD , whose
name is Jealous, is a jealous God), 1515 lest you make a
covenant with the inhabitants of the land, and they
prostitute themselves with their gods, and sacrifice to
their gods, and someone invites you to eat of his sacri-
fice. 1616 And then you take of their daughters for your
sons, and their daughters prostitute themselves after
their gods. They will make your sons prostitute them-
selves after their gods.

1717 You shall make no molded gods for yourselves.
1818 You shall keep the Feast of Unleavened Bread. For

seven days you are to eat unleavened bread, as I com-
manded you, in the month of Aviv, for in the month of
Aviv you came out of Egypt.

1919 Every firstborn of the womb belongs to Me, and
every firstborn male among your livestock, whether ox
or sheep. 2020 But you must redeem with a lamb the
firstborn of a donkey, and if you fail to redeem him,
then you must break his neck. You must redeem all
the firstborn of your sons.

No one may appear before Me empty-handed.
2121 You shall work six days, but on the seventh day

you must rest. Even at the time of plowing and harvest
you must rest.

2222 You must observe the Feast of Weeks, the first
fruits of the wheat harvest, and the Feast of Ingather-
ing at the end of the year. 2323 Three times in the year all
your males must appear before the Lord GOD , the
God of Israel. 2424 For I will drive out the nations before
you and enlarge your borders. No man will covet your
land when you go up to appear before the LORD your
God three times in the year.

2525 You must not offer the blood of My sacrifice with
leaven, nor is the sacrifice of the Feast of the Passover
to be left until the following morning.

2626 The first of the first fruits of your land you must
bring to the house of the LORD your God.

You must not boil a young goat in its mother’s milk.
2727 Then the LORD said to Moses: Write down these

words, for in accordance with these words I have
made a covenant with you and with Israel. 2828 So he was
there with the LORD forty days and forty nights. He
did not eat bread or drink water. And He wrote on the
tablets the words of the covenant, the Ten Command-
ments.

Moses’ Radiant FaceMoses’ Radiant Face
2929 When Moses came down from Mount Sinai with

the two tablets of testimony in the hands of Moses,
when he came down from the mountain, Moses did
not know that the skin of his face shone while he
talked with Him. 3030 So when Aaron and all the children
of Israel saw Moses, amazingly, the skin of his face

† Carved images of a female deity.
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shone, and they were afraid to come near him. 3131 But
Moses called to them, and Aaron and all the rulers of
the congregation returned to him, and Moses spoke
to them. 3232 Afterward all the children of Israel drew
near, and he commanded them all that the LORD had
spoken to him on Mount Sinai.

3333 When Moses finished speaking with them, he put a
veil over his face. 3434 But whenever Moses went in be-
fore the LORD to speak with Him, he took the veil off
until he came out. Then he came out and spoke to the
children of Israel what he had been commanded.
3535 The children of Israel saw the face of Moses, that the
skin of Moses’ face shone, and then Moses put the veil
over his face again until he went in to speak with Him.

Sabbath RegulationsSabbath Regulations

Moses gathered all the congregation of the chil-
dren of Israel together, and said to them: These

are the things the LORD has commanded you to do.
22 Six days shall work be done, but on the seventh day
you shall have a holy day, a Sabbath of rest to the
LORD . Whoever does any work on it must be put to
death. 33 You must not kindle fire in any of your
dwellings on the Sabbath day.

Offerings for the TOfferings for the Tabernacleabernacle
Ex 25:1–7; 39:32–41

44 Moses said to all the congregation of the children
of Israel: This is the thing which the LORD command-
ed, saying: 55 Take from among you an offering to the
LORD . Whoever is of a willing heart, let him bring it as
an offering to the LORD : gold, silver, and bronze,
66 and blue, purple, and scarlet, fine linen, goats’ hair,
77 rams’ skins dyed red, and porpoise skins, and acacia
wood, 88 oil for the light, and spices for anointing oil,
and for the fragrant incense, 99 onyx stones, and gem-
stones to be set for the ephod and for the breastplate.

1010 Every skilled craftsman among you shall come and
make all that the LORD has commanded: 1111 the taber-
nacle with its tent and its covering, its hooks and its
boards, its bars, its pillars, and its sockets; 1212 the ark
with its poles, the mercy seat, and the veil that con-
ceals it; 1313 the table with its poles, and all its utensils,
and the showbread; 1414 the lampstand also for the light
and its utensils and its lamps, and the oil for the light;
1515 and the incense altar with its poles, and the anoint-
ing oil and the fragrant incense, and the hanging for
the door at the entrance of the tabernacle; 1616 the altar
of burnt offering with its bronze grating, its poles, and
all its utensils, the basin and its stand; 1717 the hangings
of the court, its pillars and their sockets, and the cur-
tain for the gate of the court; 1818 the pegs of the taber-
nacle and the pegs of the court and their cords; 1919 the
woven garments for serving in the holy place, the holy
garments for Aaron the priest and the garments of his
sons, to minister as priests.

2020 Then all the congregation of the children of Israel
departed from the presence of Moses. 2121 Everyone

whose heart stirred him and everyone whose spirit
was willing came and brought the LORD ’s offering for
the work of the tent of meeting and for all its service
and for the holy garments. 2222 They came, both men
and women, as many as had willing hearts, and
brought brooches, earrings, rings and bracelets, all
kinds of gold jewelry, and everyone that offered an of-
fering of gold to the LORD . 2323 Everyone who had blue,
purple, and scarlet, and fine linen, and goats’ hair, and
red skins of rams, and porpoise skins, brought them.
2424 Everyone who was making a contribution of silver
and bronze brought the LORD ’s offering, and every-
one who had acacia wood for any work of the service
brought it. 2525 All the women that were skilled spun
with their hands and brought what they had spun,
both of blue, purple, and scarlet, and of fine linen.
2626 All the women whose hearts stirred them to action
and were skilled spun goats’ hair. 2727 The leaders
brought onyx stones and gemstones to be set for the
ephod and for the breastplate, 2828 and spice and oil for
the light, and for the anointing oil, and for the fragrant
incense. 2929 The children of Israel brought a willing of-
fering to the LORD , every man and woman whose
heart was willing to bring materialmaterial for all the work
which the LORD had commanded through Moses to
be made.

BeBezalel and Oholiabzalel and Oholiab
Ex 31:2–6

3030 Moses said to the children of Israel: See, the LORD
has called by name Bezalel the son of Uri, the son of
Hur, of the tribe of Judah. 3131 And He has filled him with
the Spirit of God, in wisdom, in understanding, and in
knowledge, and in all manner of craftsmanship, 3232 to
design artistic works, to work in gold, in silver, and in
bronze, 3333 and in the cutting of stones for settings and
in the carving of wood in order to make every manner
of artistic work. 3434 He also has put in his heart to teach,
both he and Oholiab, the son of Ahisamak, of the tribe
of Dan. 3535 He has filled them with skill to do all manner
of work as craftsmen; as designers; as embroiderers in
blue, in purple, in scarlet, and in fine linen; and as
weavers: as craftsmen of every work and artistic de-
signers.

So Bezalel and Oholiab, and every skilled per-
son, in whom the LORD has put skill and under-

standing to know how to do all manner of work for the
service of the sanctuary, are to do the work according
to all that the LORD has commanded.

22 Moses called Bezalel and Oholiab and every skilled
person in whom the LORD had put wisdom, everyone
whose heart stirred him to come to the work to do it.
33 They received from Moses all the offerings which the
children of Israel had brought to do the work of the
service of the sanctuary, and they continuedcontinued to bring
to him freewill offerings every morning. 44 And all the
skilled men who were doing all the work of the sanctu-
ary came from the work they were doing, 55 and they
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said to Moses, “The people are bringing much more
than is needed for the service of the work which the
LORD commanded usus to do.”

66 So Moses issued a command, and they circulated a
proclamation throughout the camp, saying, “Let no
man or woman do any more work for the offering of
the sanctuary.” So the people were restrained from
bringing any morany moree . 77 For the material they had was
sufficient for all the work and more than enough to do
it.

Construction of the TConstruction of the Tabernacleabernacle
Ex 26:1–37

88 Every skilled man among those who were doing the
work made the tabernacle with ten curtains of fine
twisted linen, and blue, and purple, and scarlet, with
cherubim that were the work of skillful workmen. 99 The
length of each curtain was twenty-eight cubits, and
the width of each curtain four cubits. †† All of the cur-
tains were the same size. 1010 He joined the five curtains
to one another, and the other five curtains he joined
to one to another. 1111 He made loops of blue on the
edge of the outermost curtain in the first set. He did
likewise along the edge of the outermost curtain in
the second set. 1212 He made fifty loops in the one cur-
tain and made fifty loops on the edge of the curtain
which was in the second set. The loops were opposite
one another. 1313 He made fifty gold clasps and joined
the curtains to one another with the clasps, so that the
tabernacle was a unit.

1414 He made curtains of goats’ hair for a tent over the
tabernacle. He made eleven curtains in all. 1515 The
length of each curtain was thirty cubits, and the width
of each curtain was four cubits. †††† The eleven curtains
were all the same size. 1616 He joined five curtains by
themselves and six curtains by themselves. 1717 He made
fifty loops on the outermost edge of the curtain in the
firstfirst set, and he made fifty loops on the edge of the
curtain which joined the second set. 1818 He made fifty
bronze clasps to join the tent together, so that it would
be one unit. 1919 He made a covering for the tent out of
rams’ skins dyed red and a covering of porpoise skins
above.

2020 Then he made boards for the tabernacle out of
acacia wood, standing upright. 2121 The length of each
board was ten cubits, and the width of each board was
one and a half cubits. ‡‡2222 Each board had two tenons,
equally distant from each other. He did this for all the
boards of the tabernacle. 2323 He made boards for the
tabernacle: twenty boards for the south side. 2424 He
made forty sockets of silver under the twenty boards;
two sockets under one board for its two tenons and
two sockets under another board for its two tenons.
2525 For the other side of the tabernacle, which is toward

† About 42 feet long and 6 feet wide, or 13 meters long and 1.8
meters wide. †† About 45 feet long and 6 feet wide, or 14 meters
long and 1.8 meters wide. ‡ About 15 feet long and 21/4 feet
wide, or 4.5 meters long and 68 centimeters wide.

the north corner, he made twenty boards, 2626 and their
forty sockets of silver: two sockets under one board,
and two sockets under another board. 2727 For the back
of the tabernacle westward he made six boards. 2828 He
made two boards for the corners of the tabernacle at
the back. 2929 They were doubled beneath and joined to-
gether at the top in one ring. He did this with both of
them in both the corners. 3030 There were eight boards
with their sockets of silver, sixteen sockets, two under
every board.

3131 He made bars of acacia wood, five for the boards
of one side of the tabernacle, 3232 and five bars for the
boards of the other side of the tabernacle, and five
bars for the boards of the tabernacle for the back to
the west. 3333 He made the middle bar to pass through
the boards from the one end to the other. 3434 He over-
laid the boards with gold, and made their rings of gold
to be places for the bars, and overlaid the bars with
gold.

3535 He made a veil of blue, and purple, and scarlet,
and fine twined linen. He made cherubim, the work of
a skillful designer. 3636 He made four pillars of acacia
wood and overlaid them with gold with their hooks of
gold, and he cast four sockets of silver for them. 3737 He
made a hanging for the tabernacle entrance of blue,
purple, scarlet, and fine twisted linen, the work of an
embroiderer. 3838 And he made its five pillars with their
hooks, and he overlaid their tops and their bands with
gold, but their five sockets were of bronze.

Making the Ark of the CoMaking the Ark of the Covenantvenant
Ex 25:10–20

Now Bezalel made the ark of acacia wood. Its
length was two and a half cubits, and its width a

cubit and a half, and its height a cubit and a half. ‡†‡†22 He
overlaid it with pure gold, inside and out, and made a
gold molding for it all around. 33 He cast four rings of
gold for it on its four feet, with two rings on one side
and two rings on the other side of it. 44 He made poles
of acacia wood and overlaid them with gold. 55 He put
the poles into the rings on the sides of the ark to carry
the ark.

66 He made the mercy seat of pure gold, two and a
half cubits long and one and a half cubits wide. 77 He
made two cherubim of gold. He made them of ham-
mered metal on the two ends of the mercy seat: 88 one
cherub on one end, and one cherub on the other end.
Of one piece with the mercy seat he made the cheru-
bim on its two ends. 99 The cherubim spread out their
wings upward, covering the mercy seat with their
wings, with their faces toward each other. The faces of
the cherubim were looking toward the mercy seat.

‡† About 33/4 feet long and 21/4 feet wide and high, or 1.1 me-
ters long and 68 centimeters wide and high; similarly in v. 6.
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Making the TMaking the Table for the Shoable for the Showbrwbreadead
Ex 25:23–29

1010 He made the table of acacia wood, two cubits long
and a cubit wide and a cubit and a half high. ††1111 And he
overlaid it with pure gold and made a gold molding for
it all around. 1212 Also he made a rim for it of a hand-
breadth †††† all around, and he made a gold molding for
the rim all around. 1313 He cast four rings of gold for it
and put the rings on the four corners that were on its
four feet. 1414 Close by the rim were the rings, the hold-
ers for the poles to carry the table. 1515 He made the
poles of acacia wood and overlaid them with gold, to
carry the table. 1616 He made the utensils which were on
the table, its dishes and its pans and its bowls and its
jars, to be used in pouring out offerings, of pure gold.

Making the LampstandMaking the Lampstand
Ex 25:31–39

1717 Then he made the lampstand of pure gold. He
made it of hammered work, its base and its shaft. Its
cups, its buds, and its blossoms were of the same
piecepiece . 1818 Six branches were extending from its sides,
three branches of the lampstand from one side of it,
and three branches of the lampstand from the other
side of it. 1919 Three cups shaped like almond flowers, a
bulb and a flower were on the first branch, and three
cups shaped like almond flowers, a bulb and a flower
were on the next branch, and the same for the six
branches going out of the lampstand. 2020 In the lamp-
stand there were four cups made like almond flowers,
its bulbs and its flowers. 2121 And a bulb was under the
first two branches from it, and a bulb under the next
two branches from it, and a bulb under the third two
branches from it, according to the six branches com-
ing out of it. 2222 Their bulbs and their branches were of
the same piecepiece . All of it was one hammered work of
pure gold.

2323 He made its seven lamps with its snuffers and its
trays of pure gold. 2424 He made it and all of its utensils
from a talent ‡‡ of pure gold.

Making the Altar of IncenseMaking the Altar of Incense
Ex 30:1–5

2525 He made the incense altar of acacia wood. Its
length was a cubit, and the width a cubit, a square,
and two cubits high. ‡†‡† Its horns were of the same
piecepiece . 2626 He overlaid it with pure gold, its top, its sides
all around, and its horns. He also made a gold molding
for it all around. 2727 He also made two rings of gold for
it under its molding, on its two sides, on opposite
sides, to be places for the poles to carry it. 2828 He made
the poles of acacia wood and overlaid them with gold.

† About 3 feet long, 11/2 feet wide, and 21/4 feet high, or 90
centimeters long, 45 centimeters wide, and 68 centimeters high.
†† About 3 inches, or 7.5 centimeters. ‡ About 75 pounds, or 34
kilograms. ‡† About 11/2 feet long and wide and 3 feet high, or
45 centimeters long and wide and 90 centimeters high.

2929 He made the holy anointing oil and the pure in-
cense of sweet spices, according to the work of a per-
fumer.

Making the Altar of Burnt OfferingMaking the Altar of Burnt Offering
Ex 27:1–8

He made the altar of burnt offering of acacia
wood. It was five cubits ‡‡‡‡ long and five cubits

wide. It was square, and it was three cubits high.
‡‡†‡‡†22 He made its horns on its four corners. The horns
were part of the same piecepiece , and he overlaid it with
bronze. 33 He made all the utensils of the altar, the pots,
and the shovels, and the basins, the flesh hooks, and
the fire pans. He made all its utensils of bronze. 44 He
made for the altar a bronze grating, a network be-
neath, under its ledge, reaching halfway up. 55 He cast
four rings for the four ends of the bronze grating to
provide places for the poles. 66 He made the poles of
acacia wood and overlaid them with bronze. 77 He put
the poles into the rings on the sides of the altar with
which to carry it. He made the altarthe altar hollow, out of
boards.

Making the BrMaking the Bronze Basinonze Basin
88 He made the basin of bronze with its base of

bronze from the mirrors of the women who served at
the entrance of the tent of meeting.

Making the Court of the TMaking the Court of the Tabernacleabernacle
Ex 27:9–19

99 He made the courtyard: On the south side south-
ward the hangings of the courtyard were of fine twist-
ed linen, one hundred cubits; ‡‡‡‡‡‡1010 their twenty pillars
and their twenty bases were of bronze. The hooks of
the pillars and their bands werweree of silver. 1111 For the
north side the hangings were one hundred cubits;
their twenty pillars and their twenty sockets werweree of
bronze. The hooks of the pillars and their bands werweree
of silver.

1212 For the west side the hangings were fifty cubits §§

withwith their ten pillars and their ten sockets. The hooks
of the pillars and their bands werweree of silver. 1313 For the
east side eastward, fifty cubits. 1414 The hangings of one
side of the gate were fifteen cubits §†§† withwith their three
pillars and their three sockets, 1515 and also for the other
side of the court gate. On both sides of the gate of the
courtyard the hangings werweree fifteen cubits withwith their
three pillars and their three sockets. 1616 All the hang-
ings of the courtyard all around were of fine twisted
linen. 1717 The sockets for the pillars were of bronze, the
hooks of the pillars and their bands werweree of silver, and
the overlaying of their tops of silver, and all the pillars
of the courtyard were furnished with silver bands.

1818 The screen for the gate of the courtyard was em-
broidered of blue, and purple, and scarlet, and fine

‡‡ About 71/2 feet, or 2.3 meters long and wide. ‡‡† About
41/2 feet, or 1.4 meters. ‡‡‡ About 150 feet, or 45 meters. §
About 75 feet, or 23 meters. §† About 22 feet, or 6.8 meters.
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twisted linen. Its length was twenty cubits, †† and its
height was five cubits, †††† corresponding to the hang-
ings of the courtyard. 1919 Their four pillars and their
four sockets werweree of bronze. Their hooks and their
bands werweree of silver, and the overlaying of their tops
and their bands werweree of silver. 2020 All the tent pegs of
the tabernacle and of the courtyard all around were
bronze.

The Inventory of the TThe Inventory of the Tabernacleabernacle
2121 This is the inventory of the tabernacle, the taber-

nacle of testimony, as it was counted according to the
commandment of Moses for the service of the Levites
by the hand of Ithamar, son of Aaron the priest.
2222 Bezalel, the son of Uri the son of Hur of the tribe of
Judah, made all that the LORD commanded Moses.
2323 With him was Oholiab the son of Ahisamak, of the
tribe of Dan, an engraver and designer, an embroider-
er in blue and purple and scarlet yarns, and fine linen.
2424 All the gold that was used for the work, in all the
work of the sanctuary, even the gold of the wave offer-
ing, was twenty-nine talents, and seven hundred and
thirty shekels, ‡‡ according to the shekel of the sanctu-
ary.

2525 The silver of those who were numbered of the con-
gregation was one hundred talents, ‡†‡† and a thousand,
seven hundred and seventy-five shekels, ‡‡‡‡ according
to the shekel of the sanctuary; 2626 a bekah for every
man, that is, half a shekel, ‡‡†‡‡† according to the shekel
of the sanctuary, for everyone who was numbered,
from twenty years old and upward, for six hundred
and three thousand, five hundred and fifty men. 2727 The
hundred talents of silver were for casting the sockets
of the sanctuary and the sockets of the veil—a hun-
dred sockets of the hundred talents, a talent for a
socket. 2828 Of the one thousand seven hundred seventy-
five shekels, he made hooks for the pillars and over-
laid their tops and made bands for them.

2929 The bronze of the wave offering was seventy tal-
ents and two thousand four hundred shekels. ‡‡‡‡‡‡3030 With
it he made the sockets for the door of the tent of
meeting, and the bronze altar and its bronze grating,
and all the utensils of the altar, 3131 and the sockets of
the courtyard all around, and the sockets of the court-
yard gate, and all the tent pegs of the tabernacle, and
all the tent pegs of the courtyard all around.

Making the Priestly GarmentsMaking the Priestly Garments

Now from the blue, purple, and scarlet they
made woven garments for serving in the holy

place and made the holy garments for Aaron, just as
the LORD commanded Moses.

† About 30 feet, or 9 meters. †† About 71/2 feet, or 2.3 me-
ters. ‡ A little over a ton, or 1 metric ton. ‡† About 33/4 tons, or
3.4 metric tons; and in v. 27. ‡‡ About 44 pounds, or 20 kilograms;
and in v. 28. ‡‡† About 1/5 ounce, or 5.7 grams. ‡‡‡ About 21/2
tons, or 2.4 metric tons.

Making the EphodMaking the Ephod
Ex 28:6–14

22 He made the ephod of gold, blue, purple, and scar-
let, and fine twisted linen. 33 Then they hammered the
gold into thin sheets and cut it into threads to work
them into the blue, the purple, the scarlet, and the
fine linen, with skillful work. 44 They made shoulder
pieces for it, in order to attach it together. It was
joined by the two edges together. 55 The skillfully wo-
ven waistband of his ephod that was on it was like it,
of the same material, of gold, blue, purple, and scar-
let, and fine twisted linen, just as the LORD command-
ed Moses.

66 They set the onyx stones enclosed in gold filigree
settings; they were engraved like the engravings of a
signet, according to the names of the children of Is-
rael. 77 And he put them on the shoulder pieces of the
ephod, to be stones for a memorial to the children of
Israel, just as the LORD commanded Moses.

Making the BrMaking the Breastplateeastplate
Ex 28:15–28

88 He made the breastplate, the work of a skillful
workman, like the workmanship of the ephod: of gold,
blue, purple, and scarlet, and fine twisted linen. 99 It
was square. They made the breastplate folded double,
a span §§ long and a span wide when doubled. 1010 They
set in it four rows of stones. A row of sardius, topaz,
and carbuncle was the first row; 1111 the second row, an
emerald, a sapphire, and a diamond; 1212 the third row, a
jacinth, an agate, and an amethyst; 1313 and the fourth
row, a beryl, an onyx, and a jasper. They were enclosed
in settings of gold filigree. 1414 The stones were corre-
sponding to the names of the children of Israel,
twelve, corresponding to their names, likelike the engrav-
ings of a signet, each with its name, corresponding to
the twelve tribes.

1515 They made on the breastplate braided chains like
cords of pure gold. 1616 They made two gold filigree set-
tings and two gold rings and put the two rings in the
two ends of the breastplate. 1717 They put the two braid-
ed chains of gold in the two rings on the ends of the
breastplate. 1818 The otherother two ends of the two braided
chains they fastened in the two filigree settingssettings and
put them on the shoulder pieces of the ephod at the
front of it. 1919 They made two rings of gold and put
them on the two ends of the breastplate, on the edge
of it which was on the inner side of the ephod. 2020 They
made two other golden rings and put them on the two
sides of the ephod underneath, toward the front of it,
over against where it joined, above the waistband of
the ephod. 2121 They bound the breastplate by its rings
to the rings of the ephod with a blue cord, so that it
might be above the waistband of the ephod, and that
the breastplate might not come loose from the ephod,
just as the LORD commanded Moses.

§ About 9 inches, or 23 centimeters.
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Making Other Priestly GarmentsMaking Other Priestly Garments
Ex 28:31–43

2222 Then he made the robe of the ephod of woven
work, all of blue. 2323 There was an opening in the mid-
dle of the robe, like the opening of a coat of mail, with
a band all around the opening so that it should not be
torn. 2424 They made on the hems of the robe pome-
granates of blue, purple, and scarlet, and twisted
linen. 2525 They made bells of pure gold and put the bells
between the pomegranates all around on the hem of
the robe. 2626 There was a bell and a pomegranate, a bell
and a pomegranate, all around about the hem of the
robe to be used in service, just as the LORD command-
ed Moses.

2727 They made tunics of finely woven linen for Aaron
and his sons, 2828 and the turban of fine linen, and the
decorated caps of fine linen, and linen breeches of fine
twisted linen. 2929 The sash was of fine twisted linen and
blue, purple, and scarlet, the work of an embroiderer,
just as the LORD commanded Moses.

3030 They made the plate of the holy crown of pure
gold and wrote on it an inscription, like the engravings
of a signet:

HOLINESS TO THE LORD.
3131 They attached to it a blue cord, to fasten it to the

turban above, just as the LORD commanded Moses.

The WThe Work Completedork Completed
Ex 35:10–19

3232 Thus all the work of the tabernacle of the tent of
meeting was finished, and the children of Israel did ac-
cording to all that the LORD commanded Moses—so
they did. 3333 They brought the tabernacle to Moses, the
tent and all its furnishings: its clasps, its boards, its
bars, and its pillars, and its sockets; 3434 and the covering
of rams’ skins dyed red, and the covering of porpoise
skins, and the screening veil; 3535 the ark of the testimo-
ny and its poles and the mercy seat; 3636 the table, and
all its utensils, and the showbread; 3737 the pure gold
lampstand, with its arrangement of lamps, and all its
utensils, and the oil for the light; 3838 and the gold altar,
and the anointing oil, and the fragrant incense, and
the curtain for the entrance to the tent; 3939 the bronze
altar, and its bronze grating, its poles and all its uten-
sils, the basin and its stand; 4040 the hangings of the
courtyard, its pillars, and its sockets, and the curtain
for the courtyard gate, its cords, and its pegs, and all
the utensils for the service of the tabernacle, for the
tent of meeting; 4141 the woven garments of service to
do service in the holy place, and the holy garments for
Aaron the priest and his sons’ garments, to minister as
priests.

4242 The children of Israel did all the work according to
all that the LORD commanded Moses. 4343 Moses looked
over all the work, and indeed they had done it; as the
LORD had commanded, so they had done. Then Moses
blessed them.

The TThe Tabernacle Erabernacle Erectedected

Now the LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 22 On the
first day of the first month you shall set up the

tabernacle of the tent of meeting. 33 You shall put the
ark of the testimony in it and screen the ark with the
veil. 44 You shall bring in the table and arrange the
things that are to be arranged on it, and you shall
bring in the lampstand and set up its lamps. 55 You
shall set the gold altar of incense before the ark of the
testimony and put the curtain for the entrance to the
tabernacle.

66 You shall set the altar of the burnt offering in front
of the entrance of the tabernacle of the tent of meet-
ing. 77 You shall set the basin between the tent of meet-
ing and the altar and put water in it. 88 You shall set up
the courtyard around it and hang up the curtain at the
courtyard gate.

99 You shall take the anointing oil and anoint the
tabernacle and all that is in it and shall consecrate it
and all its furnishings, and it shall be holy. 1010 Then you
shall anoint the altar of the burnt offering and all its
utensils, and consecrate the altar, and the altar shall
be most holy. 1111 You shall anoint the basin and its
stand, and consecrate it.

1212 Then you shall bring Aaron and his sons to the en-
trance of the tent of meeting and wash them with wa-
ter. 1313 You shall put the holy garments on Aaron and
anoint him and consecrate him, so that he may minis-
ter to Me as a priest. 1414 You shall bring his sons and
clothe them with tunics. 1515 Then you shall anoint them
just as you anointed their father, so that they may
minister to Me as priests, for their anointing will surely
be an everlasting priesthood throughout their genera-
tions. 1616 Thus Moses did. According to all that the
LORD commanded him, so he did.

1717 In the first month of the second year, on the first
day of the month, the tabernacle was erected.
1818 Moses erected the tabernacle and fastened its sock-
ets, and set up its boards, and inserted its bars, and
erected its pillars. 1919 Then he spread the tent over the
tabernacle and put the covering of the tent on top of
it, just as the LORD commanded Moses.

2020 He took the testimony and put it into the ark, at-
tached the poles to the ark, and put the mercy seat on
top of the ark. 2121 And he brought the ark into the
tabernacle, and set up the veil of the screening, and
screened the ark of the testimony, just as the LORD
commanded Moses.

2222 Then he put the table in the tent of meeting on the
north side of the tabernacle outside the veil. 2323 He set
the bread in order on it before the LORD , just as the
LORD had commanded Moses.

2424 And he put the lampstand in the tent of meeting,
opposite the table, on the south side of the taberna-
cle. 2525 He lighted the lamps before the LORD , just as
the LORD commanded Moses.
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2626 Then he put the gold altar in the tent of meeting
before the veil. 2727 And he burned fragrant incense on
it, just as the LORD commanded Moses. 2828 Then he set
up the curtain at the entrance of the tabernacle.

2929 He put the altar of burnt offering by the entrance
of the tabernacle of the tent of meeting and offered
on it the burnt offering and the grain offering, just as
the LORD commanded Moses.

3030 Then he set the basin between the tent of meeting
and the altar and put water in it for washing. 3131 It was
there Moses and Aaron and his sons washed their
hands and their feet. 3232 Whenever they went into the
tent of meeting, and whenever they came near the al-
tar, they washed, just as the LORD commanded
Moses.

3333 He erected the courtyard all around the tabernacle
and the altar, and set up the curtain of the courtyard
gate. So Moses finished the work.

The Glory of theThe Glory of the LLORDORD
3434 Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and

the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle. 3535 Moses
was not able to enter into the tent of meeting because
the cloud settled on it, and the glory of the LORD filled
the tabernacle.

3636 When the cloud was lifted up from over the taber-
nacle, the children of Israel would set out in all their
journeys. 3737 But if the cloud was not lifted up, then
they did not set out until the day that it was lifted.
3838 For the cloud of the LORD was on the tabernacle by
day, and fire was on it by night, in the sight of all the
house of Israel, throughout all their journeys.
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LEVITICUSLEVITICUS
Leviticus was probably written between 1440 and 1400 BC. Jewish tradition and the New Testament writers at-
tribute this book to Moses. Leviticus covers events in 1445 and 1444 BC. Its theme is holiness and sacrifice. The
setting for this book is at the foot of Mount Sinai where the people are encamped. Leviticus was written to the
priests, the Levites, and the people of Israel. It is a guidebook for teaching God’s people about holy living and
worship. The vocabulary of sacrifice pervades the book and includes words such as priest, sacrifice, blood, and
offering. In Leviticus, Moses instructed the Levitical priests and the people of Israel concerning sacrifices, wor-
ship, the priesthood, ceremonial cleanness, the Day of Atonement, feasts and holy days, and the Year of Ju-
bilee.

The Burnt OfferingThe Burnt Offering

And the LORD called Moses and spoke to him
from the tent of meeting, saying: 22 Speak to the

children of Israel and say to them: When an individual
among you brings an offering to the LORD , you shall
bring your offering from the livestock, either from the
herd or from the flock.

33 If his offering is a burnt sacrifice, and it is from the
herd, he shall offer a male without blemish. At the
door of the tent of meeting, he shall offer it of his own
free will before the LORD . 44 Then he shall lay his hand
on the head of the burnt offering, and it shall be ac-
cepted for him to make atonement †† for him. 55 And he
shall slaughter the bull before the LORD , and the sons
of Aaron, the priests, shall bring the blood and sprin-
kle the blood on all the sides of the altar that is at the
door of the tent of meeting. 66 Then he shall skin the
burnt offering and cut it up into parts. 77 The sons of
Aaron the priest shall put fire on the altar and arrange
the wood on the fire. 88 Then the priests, the sons of
Aaron, shall arrange the parts, with the head and the
fat, on the wood that is on the fire that is on the altar.
99 But he shall wash its entrails and its legs in water,
and the priest shall burn everything on the altar. It is a
burnt sacrifice, a food offering made by fire, which is a
pleasing aroma for the LORD .

1010 If his gift for a burnt offering is from the flocks,
whether from the sheep or from the goats, he shall
bring a male without blemish. 1111 He shall slaughter it
at the north side of the altar before the LORD . And
the sons of Aaron, the priests, shall sprinkle its blood
on all the sides of the altar. 1212 He shall cut it up into
parts, with its head and its fat, and the priest shall
arrange them on the wood that is on the fire that is on
the altar. 1313 But he shall wash the entrails and the legs
with water. The priest shall bring it all and burn it on
the altar. It is a burnt sacrifice, a food offering made
by fire, which is a pleasing aroma for the LORD .

† To appease wrath, remove sin, and reconcile with God.

1414 If his offering to the LORD is a burnt sacrifice of
birds, then he shall bring his offering from turtledoves
or from young pigeons. 1515 The priest shall bring it to
the altar, wring off its head, and burn it on the altar.
Its blood shall be drained out on the side of the altar.
1616 He shall remove its entrails with its feathers and
throw it to the east side of the altar to the place of the
ashes. 1717 And he shall split it open by its wings, but not
tear it in two. The priest shall burn it on the altar on
the wood that is on the fire. It is a burnt sacrifice, a
food offering made by fire, which is a pleasing aroma
for the LORD .

The GrThe Grain Offeringain Offering

When a person offers a grain offering to the
LORD , his offering shall be of wheat flour. He

shall pour olive oil on it and put frankincense on it.
22 And he shall bring it to the sons of Aaron, the priests,
and he shall scoop out a handful of the flour and its
oil, along with all its frankincense. And the priest shall
burn this memorial portion on the altar, a food offer-
ing made by fire, which is a pleasing aroma for the
LORD . 33 And the remainder of the grain offering shall
belong to Aaron and to his sons, which is a most holy
part of the food offerings to the LORD made by fire.

44 When you bring an oven-baked grain offering, it
shall be unleavened cakes of fine flour mixed with oil
or unleavened wafers spread with oil. 55 If your offering
is grain on a griddle, it shall be of unleavened wheat
flour mixed with olive oil. 66 Break it into pieces and
pour oil on it. It is a grain offering. 77 If your offering is
grain in a skillet, it shall be made of wheat flour in
olive oil. 88 You shall bring the grain offering that is
made of these things to the LORD , and when it is pre-
sented to the priest, he shall take it to the altar. 99 The
priest shall remove a memorial portion from the grain
offering and burn it on the altar, a food offering made
by fire, which is a pleasing aroma for the LORD . 1010 The
remainder of the grain offering shall belong to Aaron
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and to his sons, which is a most holy part of the food
offerings to the LORD made by fire.

1111 No grain offering that you bring to the LORD shall
be made with leaven, for you shall not burn leaven nor
any honey as a food offering by fire to the LORD . 1212 As
an offering of first fruits, you may offer them to the
LORD , but they shall not be offered on the altar for a
pleasing aroma. 1313 You shall season all your grain of-
ferings with salt. You shall not fail to use the salt of the
covenant of your God on your grain offering. With all
your offerings you shall offer salt.

1414 If you offer a grain offering of your first fruits to
the LORD , you shall offer for the grain offering of
your first fruits fresh ripe grain roasted by fire, coarse-
ly ground new grain. 1515 You shall put olive oil on it and
frankincense on it. It is a grain offering. 1616 The priest
shall burn its memorial portion and some of its
coarsely ground new grain and oil, along with all its
frankincense as a food offering made by fire to the
LORD .

The Peace OfferingThe Peace Offering

If his offering is a peace sacrifice, and if he is of-
fering from the herd, whether male or female,

then he shall offer it without blemish before the LORD
. 22 He shall lay his hand on the head of his offering and
slaughter it at the door of the tent of meeting, and the
sons of Aaron, the priests, shall sprinkle the blood on
the sides of the altar. 33 He shall offer from the peace
sacrifice, as a food offering made by fire to the LORD ,
the fat that covers the entrails and all the fat that is on
the entrails, 44 and the two kidneys with the fat that is
above them, which is on the loins, and the appendage
on the liver which he shall remove with the kidneys.
55 Then the sons of Aaron shall burn it on the altar on
the burnt sacrifice that is on the wood that is on the
fire, as a food offering made by fire, which is a pleas-
ing aroma for the LORD .

66 If his offering for a peace sacrifice to the LORD is
from the flock, male or female, he shall offer it without
blemish. 77 If he is offering a sheep for his offering, he
shall offer it before the LORD . 88 He shall lay his hand
upon the head of his offering and slaughter it before
the tent of meeting, and the sons of Aaron shall sprin-
kle its blood on the sides of the altar. 99 He shall offer
from the peace sacrifice, a food offering made by fire
for the LORD , its fat, and the whole fatty tail which he
shall remove close to the backbone, and the fat that
covers the entrails, and all the fat that is on the en-
trails, 1010 and the two kidneys with the fat that is above
them, which is on the loins, and the appendage on the
liver which he shall remove with the kidneys. 1111 The
priest shall burn it on the altar as a food offering
made by fire for the LORD .

1212 If his offering is a goat, he shall offer it before the
LORD . 1313 He shall lay his hand on its head and slaugh-
ter it before the tent of meeting, and the sons of
Aaron shall sprinkle its blood on the sides of the altar.

1414 He shall offer from it as his offering, an offering
made by fire for the LORD , the fat that covers the en-
trails and all the fat that is on the entrails, 1515 and the
two kidneys with the fat that is above them, which is
on the loins, and the appendage on the liver which he
shall remove with the kidneys. 1616 The priest shall burn
them on the altar as a food offering made by fire for a
pleasing aroma. All the fat belongs to the LORD .

1717 As a continual statute for your generations in all
your settlements, you shall not eat any fat or any
blood.

The Sin OfferingThe Sin Offering

And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 22 Speak to
the children of Israel, saying: When a person sins

unintentionally against any of the commandments of
the LORD that should not be done, and he violates one
of them, 33 if the anointed priest sins, so as to bring
guilt on the people, he shall bring for his sin that he
has committed a bull without blemish to the LORD for
a sin offering. 44 He shall bring the bull to the opening
of the tent of meeting before the LORD , and he shall
lay his hand on the bull’s head and slaughter the bull
before the LORD . 55 The anointed priest shall take
some of the bull’s blood and bring it into the tent of
meeting. 66 The priest shall dip his finger in the blood
and sprinkle some of the blood seven times before the
LORD in front of the veil of the sanctuary. 77 Then the
priest shall put some of the blood on the horns of the
altar of fragrant incense before the LORD which is in
the tent of meeting, and shall pour the rthe rest ofest of the
blood of the bull at the base of the altar of the burnt
offering which is at the door of the tent of meeting.
88 Then he shall remove all the fat of the bull that is for
the sin offering—the fat that covers the entrails—and
all the fat that is on the entrails, 99 and the two kidneys
with the fat that is above them, which is on the loins,
and the appendage on the liver which he shall remove
with the kidneys, 1010 just as these are removed from the
bull of the peace sacrifice, and the priest shall burn
them on the altar of the burnt offering. 1111 The skin of
the bull, and all its flesh, with its head, its legs, its en-
trails, and its dung, 1212 all the rthe rest ofest of the bull, he shall
bring outside the camp to a rituallyritually clean †† place at the
ash pile and burn it on wood with fire. It shall be
burned on the ash heap.

1313 If the whole congregation of Israel commits an un-
intentional sin, and the matter is hidden from the eyes
of the assembly, and they do any one of the things
that by the commandments of the LORD should not be
done, and they are foundfound guilty, 1414 and the sin that
they committed against the commandmentthe commandment becomes
known, the congregation shall offer a bull for a sin of-
fering, and they will bring it before the tent of meet-
ing. 1515 The elders of the congregation shall lay their
hands on the head of the bull before the LORD , and

† “Clean” and “unclean” refer to ceremonial aspects of places,
objects, or people.
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the bull will be slaughtered before the LORD . 1616 The
anointed priest shall bring some of the bull’s blood to
the tent of meeting. 1717 And the priest shall dip his fin-
ger in some of the blood and sprinkle it seven times
before the LORD in front of the veil. 1818 He shall put
some of the blood on the horns of the altar that is be-
fore the LORD , which is in the tent of meeting, and he
shall pour all the rthe restest of the blood at the base of the
altar of the burnt offering that is at the opening of the
tent of meeting. 1919 He shall remove all the fat from it
and burn it on the altar. 2020 He shall do to this bull just
as he did to the bull of the sin offering; this is what he
will do to it. And the priest shall make atonement for
them, and they shall be forgiven. 2121 He shall bring the
bull outside the camp, and he shall burn it just as he
burned the first bull. It is the sin offering of the con-
gregation.

2222 Whenever a leader sins, and he does unintention-
ally any one of the things that by the commandments
of the LORD his God should not be done and is foundfound
guilty, 2323 or his sin that he committed was made known
to him, he shall bring as his offering a male goat with-
out blemish, 2424 and he shall lay his hand on the head of
the goat, and he shall slaughter it in the place where
they slaughter the burnt offering before the LORD . It
is a sin offering. 2525 The priest shall take some of the
blood of the sin offering on his finger and put it on the
horns of the altar of the burnt offering, and he shall
pour out its blood at the base of the altar of the burnt
offering. 2626 And he shall burn all its fat on the altar, like
the fat of the peace sacrifice, and the priest shall make
atonement for him for his sin, and he shall be forgiv-
en.

2727 If any one of the common people should sin unin-
tentionally by doing one of the things that by the com-
mandments of the LORD should not be done, and is
foundfound guilty, 2828 or his sin that he committed was made
known to him, he shall bring as his offering a female
goat without blemish, for his sin that he committed.
2929 He shall lay his hand on the head of the sin offering,
and he shall slaughter the sin offering in the place of
the burnt offering. 3030 The priest shall take some of its
blood on his finger and put it on the horns of the altar
of the burnt offering, and he shall pour out the rthe rest ofest of
its blood at the base of the altar. 3131 And he shall re-
move all its fat, just as the fat is removed from the
peace sacrifice, and the priest shall burn it on the altar
for a pleasing aroma to the LORD , and the priest shall
make atonement for him, and he shall be forgiven.

3232 And if he brings a sheep for a sin offering, he shall
bring a female without blemish, 3333 and lay his hand on
the head of the sin offering, and he shall slaughter it
for a sin offering in the place where they slaughter the
burnt offering. 3434 The priest shall take some of the
blood of the sin offering on his finger and put it on the
horns of the altar of the burnt offering, and all the rrestest
ofof its blood he shall pour out at the base of the altar.
3535 And he shall remove all the fat, just as the fat of the

sheep is removed from the peace sacrifice, and the
priest shall burn it on the altar as a food offering to
the LORD made by fire. And the priest shall make
atonement for his sin that he committed, and he shall
be forgiven.

The Guilt OfferingThe Guilt Offering

When a person sins in hearing the spoken oath,
and he is a witness, whether he saw or knew

about the incidentabout the incident , if he does not report it, he bears
guilt.

22 Or whenwhen a person touches any cerceremoniallyemonially un-
clean thing, whether it is a carcass of unclean wildlife,
or a carcass of an unclean domesticated animal, or the
carcass of an unclean crawling thing, and he did not
realize it, then he has become unclean and guilty.

33 Or when he touches human uncleanness, any un-
cleanness by which he may become cerceremoniallyemonially un-
clean, and he did not realize it, when he realizes it,
then he shall be guilty.

44 Or when a person swears by speaking rashly with
his lips to do evil or to do good, anything that a man
may speak rashly by oath, and he did not realize it, but
when he realizes it, then he has become guilty of any
of these things.

55 When he becomes guilty of one of these things, he
shall confess that he has sinned in that thing. 66 And he
shall bring his guilt offering to the LORD for his sin
which he has committed, a female from the flock, a
lamb or goat, for a sin offering. And the priest shall
make atonement for him concerning his sin.

77 If he cannot afford an animal, then he shall bring
for his guilt offering, on account of the sin that he
committed, two turtledoves or two pigeons to the
LORD , one for a sin offering and one for a burnt offer-
ing. 88 He shall bring them to the priest who shall offer
the one for the sin offering first. He will wring off its
head at its neck, but he shall not sever it. 99 Then he
shall sprinkle some of the blood of the sin offering on
the side of the altar, and the rest of the blood shall be
poured out at the base of the altar. It is a sin offering.
1010 But the second he shall treat as a burnt offering ac-
cording to the regulation. The priest shall make atone-
ment for him for his sin that he committed, and he
shall be forgiven.

1111 But if he cannot afford to bring two turtledoves or
two pigeons, he shall bring for his offering for the sinfor the sin
that he committed one-tenth of an ephah †† of wheat
flour for a sin offering. He shall not place olive oil on it,
nor shall he put frankincense on it, for it is a sin offer-
ing. 1212 Then he shall bring it to the priest, and thethe
priestpriest shall scoop out a handful from it as a memorial
portion and burn it on the altar as a food offering to
the LORD made by fire. It is a sin offering. 1313 The priest
shall make atonement for him concerning his sin that
he committed from any of these offensesoffenses , and he

† Likely about 31/2 pounds, or 1.6 kilograms.
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shall be forgiven. The rremainderemainder will belong to the
priest, like the grain offering.

Offerings With RestitutionOfferings With Restitution
1414 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 1515 When a per-

son acts unfaithfully and sins unintentionally in regard
to the holy things of the LORD , then for his restitution
offering to the LORD he shall bring a ram without
blemish from the flock— or its equivalent,or its equivalent, in your esti-
mation, inin silver shekels (using the sanctuary shekel
††)—for a guilt offering. 1616 And he shall repay the sinthe sin
that he committed with regard to the holy thing and
shall add a fifth to it and give it to the priest. The priest
shall make atonement for him with the ram of the
guilt offering, and he shall be forgiven.

1717 If a person sins unintentionally and does any one
of the things that by commandments of the LORD
should not be done and he is foundfound guilty, he shall
bear his iniquity. 1818 He shall bring to the priest a ram
without blemish from the flock—or its equivalent val-
ue ††††—for a guilt offering. The priest shall make atone-
ment for him concerning his error that he made unin-
tentionally, and he shall be forgiven. 1919 It is a guilt of-
fering: He has indeed incurred guilt before the LORD .

And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 22 When a
person sins and acts unfaithfully against the

LORD by lying to another concerning something left insomething left in
storage, or entrusted to himto him , or theft, or by extorting
his neighbor, 33 or by finding a lost item and lying
about it, and he swears falsely concerning one of all
the things that a man may do to sin in these things,
44 when he sins and he is foundfound guilty, he shall return
whatever he stole, or whatever he extorted, or whatev-
er was left in storage with him, or the lost item which
he found, 55 or about which he swore falsely, then he
shall repay it in full and shall add one-fifth to it. He
shall give it to whom it belongs on the day that he is
found guilty. 66 And he shall bring his guilt offering to
the LORD , a ram without blemish from the flock—or
its equivalent value ‡‡—for a guilt offering to the priest.
77 And the priest shall make atonement for him before
the LORD , and he shall be forgiven for anything he
may have done to incur guilt.

The Law of the Burnt OfferingThe Law of the Burnt Offering
88 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 99 Command

Aaron and his sons, saying: This is the law for the
burnt offering. The burnt offering shall be on the
hearth upon the altar all night until the morning, and
the fire of the altar shall be kept burning on it. 1010 The
priest shall put on his linen robe, and his linen under-
garments on his body. Then he shall remove the ashes
from the fire of the burnt offering on the altar, and he
shall put them beside the altar. 1111 Then he shall take
off his garments and put on other garments, and he

† About 2/5 ounce, or 12 grams. †† This is a shorthand ver-
sion of the full formula found in Lev 5:15. ‡ Shorthand version of
the full formula found in Lev 5:15.

shall bring the ashes outside the camp to a clean
place. 1212 The fire on the altar shall be kept burning on
it. It shall not go out. The priest shall feed it with wood
every morning. He will arrange the burnt offering on
it, and he shall burn the fat of the peace offerings on
it. 1313 A perpetual fire shall be kept burning on the altar.
It shall never go out.

The Law of the GrThe Law of the Grain Offeringain Offering
1414 This is the law of the grain offering. The sons of

Aaron shall offer it before the LORD on the altar. 1515 He
shall take from it a handful of the flour of the grain of-
fering, and of the oil and all the frankincense which is
on the grain offering, and shall burn it on the altar for
a pleasing aroma as a memorial to the LORD . 1616 Aaron
and his sons shall eat the remainder of it; it shall be
eaten without leaven in a holy place. They shall eat it
in the court of the tent of meeting. 1717 It shall not be
baked with leaven. I have given it to them for their
portion of My food offerings made by fire. It is most
holy, as is the sin offering and as is the guilt offering.
1818 All the males among the children of Aaron shall eat
of it. It shall be a perpetual statute in your generations
concerning the food offerings of the LORD made by
fire. Everyone who touches them shall become holy.

1919 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 2020 This is the of-
fering of Aaron and of his sons which they shall offer
to the LORD in the day when he is anointed: a tenth
part of an ephah ‡†‡† of wheat flour for a regular grain
offering, half of it in the morning and half at night. 2121 It
shall be made on a griddle with olive oil. When it is
well mixed, you shall bring it; and the baked pieces of
the grain offering you shall offer as a pleasing aroma
to the LORD . 2222 The priest from among the sons of
Aaron who is anointed to succeed him shall offer it. It
is a perpetual statute to the LORD . It shall be com-
pletely burned up. 2323 For every grain offering for the
priest shall be completely burned up. It shall not be
eaten.

The Law of the Sin OfferingThe Law of the Sin Offering
2424 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 2525 Speak to

Aaron and to his sons, saying: This is the law of the sin
offering: In the place where the burnt offering is killed
shall the sin offering also be killed before the LORD . It
is most holy. 2626 The priest who offers it for sin shall eat
it. In a holy place it shall be eaten in the court of the
tent of meeting. 2727 Whatever touches its flesh shall be
holy, and when blood is sprinkled on any garment,
you shall wash it in a holy place. 2828 And the clay vessel
where it is boiled shall be broken, and if it is boiled in a
bronze pot, it shall be both scoured and rinsed in wa-
ter. 2929 All the males among the priests shall eat frfromom
this offering.this offering. It is most holy. 3030 Any sin offering where
blood is brought into the tent of meeting to make

‡† Likely about 31/2 pounds, or 1.6 kilograms.
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atonement in the holy place shall not be eaten. It shall
be burned up in the fire.

The Law of the Guilt OfferingThe Law of the Guilt Offering

Likewise this is the law of the guilt offering. It is
most holy. 22 In the place where they kill the burnt

offering they shall kill the guilt offering, and its blood
shall he sprinkle on the sides of the altar. 33 He shall of-
fer all the fat. The fatty tail and the fat that covers the
entrails, 44 and the two kidneys and the fat that is on
them, which is on the loins, and the appendage that is
above the liver, along with the kidneys, he shall take
away. 55 And the priest shall burn them on the altar for
a food offering made by fire to the LORD . It is a guilt
offering. 66 Every male among the priests shall eat from
it. It shall be eaten in a holy place. It is most holy.

77 As the sin offering, so is the guilt offering; there is
one law for them: the priest who makes atonement
shall have it. 88 The priest who offers anyone’s burnt of-
fering shall have for himself the skin of the burnt of-
fering that he has offered. 99 Every grain offering that is
baked in the oven and all that is prepared in a pan or
griddle shall be for the priest who offers it. 1010 And
every grain offering, whetherwhether mixed with oil or dry,
shall be equally shared among all the sons of Aaron.

The Law of Peace OfferingsThe Law of Peace Offerings
1111 This is the law of the sacrifice of peace offerings

that a person shall offer to the LORD .
1212 If he gives it as a thanksgiving offeringoffering , then he

shall offer with the thanksgiving sacrifice unleavened
cakes mixed with oil, and unleavened wafers smeared
with oil, and cakes of wheat flour mixed with olive oil.
1313 Besides the cakes, he shall offer for his offering leav-
ened bread with the sacrifice of his thanksgiving
peace offerings. 1414 From this he shall offer one loaf
from each offering, as a gift to the LORD . It shall be
for the priest who sprinkles the blood of the peace of-
ferings. 1515 The flesh of the sacrifice of his peace offer-
ings for thanksgiving shall be eaten the same day that
it is offered; he shall not leave any of it until the morn-
ing.

1616 But if the sacrifice of his offering is a vow or a vol-
untary offering, it shall be eaten the same day that he
offers his sacrifice, and on the next day also the re-
mainder of it can be eaten. 1717 But the remainder of the
flesh of the sacrifice on the third day shall be burned
up with fire. 1818 If any of the flesh of the sacrifice of his
peace offerings is eaten at all on the third day, the one
eating shall not be accepted, nor shall it be imputed to
him who offers it. It shall be contaminated, and the
one who eats of it shall bear his iniquity.

1919 The flesh that touches any unclean thing shall not
be eaten. It shall be burned up with fire. And as for the
otherother flesh, all who are rituallyritually clean can eat of it.
2020 But the person who eats of the flesh of the sacrifice
of peace offerings that belong to the LORD , and who

has any uncleanness on him, that individual shall be
cut off from his people. 2121 Moreover the person who
shall touch any unclean thing, whether the unclean-
ness of man or any unclean beast or any detestable
unclean creature, and then eats of the flesh of the sac-
rifice of the peace offering that belongs to the LORD ,
that individual shall be cut off from his people.

Eating Fat and Blood ForbiddenEating Fat and Blood Forbidden
2222 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 2323 Speak to the

children of Israel, saying: You shall not eat any fat of
an ox, a sheep, or a goat. 2424 The fat of an animal that
dies of itself and the fat of that which is torn by beasts
may be used in any other way, but you shall certainly
not eat of it. 2525 For whoever eats the fat of an animal
that is a food offering made by fire to the LORD , that
individual shall be cut off from his people. 2626 Moreover
you shall not eat any manner of blood, whether from a
fowl or animal, in any of your dwellings. 2727 Whoever
eats any manner of blood, that individual shall be cut
off from his people.

The Priests’ SharThe Priests’ Sharee
2828 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 2929 Speak to the

children of Israel, saying: He who offers the sacrifice of
his peace offerings to the LORD shall bring his sacri-
fice to the LORD from his peace offerings. 3030 His own
hands shall bring the food offerings of the LORD made
by fire, the fat with the breast that the breast may be
waved for a wave offering before the LORD . 3131 The
priest shall burn the fat on the altar, but the breast
shall be for Aaron and his sons. 3232 The right thigh you
shall give to the priest for a contribution offering for
the sacrifice of your peace offerings. 3333 The one among
the sons of Aaron who offers the blood of the peace
offerings and the fat shall have the right thigh for his
portion. 3434 For the breast that is waved and the thigh
that is contributed I have taken from the children of Is-
rael, from the sacrifices of their peace offerings, and
have given them to Aaron the priest and to his sons as
a perpetual portion from the children of Israel.

3535 This is the consecrated portion for Aaron and his
sons, from the food offerings of the LORD made by
fire, in the day when MosesMoses presented them to minis-
ter as priests before the LORD , 3636 which the LORD
commanded that they be given this, in the day that he
anointed them, from the children of Israel as a perpet-
ual portion throughout their generations.

3737 This is the law of the burnt offering, of the grain
offering, and of the sin offering, and of the guilt offer-
ing, and of the ordinations, and of the sacrifice of the
peace offerings, 3838 which the LORD commanded Moses
on Mount Sinai, in the day that He commanded the
children of Israel to offer their offerings to the LORD in
the Wilderness of Sinai.
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The ConsecrThe Consecration of Aaration of Aaron and His Sonson and His Sons
Ex 29:1–37

And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 22 Take
Aaron and his sons with him, and the garments,

and the anointing oil, and a bull for the sin offering,
and two rams, and a basket of unleavened bread,
33 and gather all the congregation together at the en-
trance of the tent of meeting. 44 And Moses did as the
LORD commanded him, and the assembly was gath-
ered together at the entrance of the tent of meeting.

55 Moses said to the congregation, “This is the thing
which the LORD commanded to be done.” 66 Moses
brought Aaron and his sons and washed them with
water. 77 Then he put the tunic on him, and tied the
sash around him, and clothed him with the robe, and
put the ephod upon him, and he girded him with the
decorative band of the ephod and bound the ephod to
him. 88 He put the breastplate on him. He also put the
Urim and the Thummim in the breastplate. 99 Then he
put the turban upon his head. Also on the turban at
the front he put the golden plate, the holy crown, as
the LORD commanded Moses.

1010 Moses took the anointing oil, and anointed the
tabernacle and all that was in it, and sanctified them.
1111 He sprinkled oil on the altar seven times and anoint-
ed the altar and all its vessels, both the laver and its
stand, to sanctify them. 1212 Then he poured some of the
anointing oil on the head of Aaron and anointed him
to sanctify him. 1313 Moses brought the sons of Aaron
and put tunics on them, and girded them with sashes,
and put headbands on them, as the LORD command-
ed Moses.

1414 He brought the bull for the sin offering, and Aaron
and his sons laid their hands on the head of the bull
for the sin offering. 1515 He slaughtered it, and Moses
took the blood, and put it on the horns of the altar
around it with his finger, and purified the altar, and
poured the blood at the base of the altar, and sancti-
fied it to make reconciliation on it. 1616 He took all the fat
that was on the entrails, and the appendage above the
liver, and the two kidneys with their fat, and Moses
burned them on the altar. 1717 But the bull, and its hide,
its flesh, and its refuse he burned with fire outside the
camp, as the LORD commanded Moses.

1818 Then he brought the ram for the burnt offering,
and Aaron and his sons laid their hands on the head of
the ram. 1919 He killed it, and Moses sprinkled the blood
on the sides of the altar. 2020 He cut the ram into pieces,
and Moses burned the head, the pieces, and the fat.
2121 He washed the entrails and the legs in water, and
Moses burned the whole ram on the altar. It was a
burnt offering for a pleasing aroma, and a food offer-
ing made by fire to the LORD , as the LORD command-
ed Moses.

2222 Next he brought the other ram, the ram of conse-
cration, and Aaron and his sons laid their hands on the
head of the ram. 2323 He slaughtered it, and Moses took

some of its blood and put it on the tip of the right ear
of Aaron, and on the thumb of his right hand, and on
the big toe of his right foot. 2424 He brought the sons of
Aaron, and Moses put some of the blood on the tips of
their right ears, and on the thumbs of their right
hands, and on the big toes of their right feet. Then
Moses sprinkled the blood on the sides of the altar.
2525 He took the fat, and the fatty tail, and all the fat that
was on the entrails, and the appendage above the liv-
er, and the two kidneys, and their fat, and the right
thigh, 2626 and out of the basket of unleavened bread
that was before the LORD he took one unleavened
cake, and a cake of oiled bread, and one wafer and put
them on the fat and on the right thigh. 2727 And he put
all thesethese on the hands of Aaron and on the hands of
his sons and waved them for a wave offering before
the LORD . 2828 Then Moses took them from off their
hands and burned them on the altar with the burnt of-
fering. This was a consecration for a pleasing aroma,
an offering made by fire to the LORD . 2929 Moses took
the breast and waved it for a wave offering before the
LORD . This part of the ram of consecration was for
Moses, as the LORD commanded Moses.

3030 Then Moses took some of the anointing oil and
some of the blood which was on the altar and sprin-
kled it on Aaron, and on his garments, and on his
sons, and on the garments of his sons with him and
sanctified Aaron, and his garments, and his sons, and
the garments of his sons with him.

3131 Moses said to Aaron and to his sons, “Boil the flesh
at the entrance of the tent of meeting and eat it there
with the bread that is in the basket of consecrations
just as I commanded, saying, ‘Aaron and his sons shall
eat it.’ 3232 That which remains of the flesh and of the
bread you shall burn up. 3333 You shall not go out of the
door of the tent of meeting for seven days, until the
days of your consecration are at an end, for your con-
secration will take seven days. 3434 As he has done this
day, so the LORD has commanded what is to be done
to make atonement for you. 3535 Therefore you shall
abide at the entrance of the tent of meeting day and
night for seven days and keep the charge of the LORD
that you do not die, for so I have been commanded.”
3636 So Aaron and his sons did all things which the LORD
commanded by the hand of Moses.

The Priestly Ministry BeginsThe Priestly Ministry Begins

And it came to pass on the eighth day that Moses
called Aaron and his sons and the elders of Israel.

22 Then he said to Aaron, “Take a young calf for a sin of-
fering and a ram for a burnt offering, without blemish,
and offer them before the LORD . 33 To the children of
Israel you shall speak, saying, ‘Take a male goat for a
sin offering, and a calf and a lamb—both a year old
without blemish—for a burnt offering, 44 also an ox and
a ram for peace offerings to sacrifice before the LORD
, and a grain offering mixed with oil. For today the
LORD will appear to you.’”
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55 They brought that which Moses commanded be-
fore the tent of meeting, and the entire congregation
drew near and stood before the LORD . 66 Moses said,
“This is the thing which the LORD commanded that
you should do; then the glory of the LORD shall ap-
pear to you.”

77 Then Moses said to Aaron, “Go to the altar, and of-
fer your sin offering and your burnt offering, and
make atonement for yourself and for the people, and
offer the sacrifice of the people, and make atonement
for them, as the LORD commanded.”

88 Aaron therefore went to the altar and slaughtered
the calf of the sin offering which was for himself. 99 The
sons of Aaron brought the blood to him, and he
dipped his finger in the blood, and put it on the horns
of the altar, and poured out the blood at the base of
the altar. 1010 But the fat, the kidneys, and the ap-
pendage above the liver of the sin offering he burned
on the altar, as the LORD commanded Moses. 1111 The
flesh and the hide he burned with fire outside the
camp.

1212 He slaughtered the burnt offering, and the sons of
Aaron presented the blood to him, which he sprinkled
on the sides of the altar. 1313 They presented the burnt
offering to him, with its pieces, and the head, and he
burned them on the altar. 1414 He then washed the en-
trails and the legs and burned them with the burnt of-
fering on the altar.

1515 He brought the people’s offering, and took the
goat which was the sin offering for the people, and
slaughtered it, and offered it for sin as the first offer-
ing.

1616 And he brought the burnt offering and offered it
according to its regulation. 1717 Then he brought the
grain offering, took a handful of it, and burned it on
the altar, besides the burnt sacrifice of the morning.

1818 He slaughtered the ox and the ram as a sacrifice of
peace offerings for the people, and the sons of Aaron
presented the blood to him, which he sprinkled on the
sides of the altar, 1919 and the fat of the ox and of the
ram, the fatty tail, and that which covers the entrails,
and the kidneys, and the appendage above the liver.
2020 They put the fat pieces on the breasts, and he
burned the fat on the altar. 2121 But the breasts and the
right thigh Aaron waved for a wave offering before the
LORD just as Moses commanded.

2222 Aaron lifted up his hand toward the people, and
blessed them, and came down from offering the sin
offering, the burnt offering, and peace offerings.

2323 Moses and Aaron went into the tent of meeting,
and when they came out they blessed the people, and
the glory of the LORD appeared to all the people. 2424 A
fire came out from before the LORD , and it consumed
the burnt offering and the fat that were on the altar.
When all the people saw this, they shouted and fell on
their faces.

The Death of Nadab and AbihuThe Death of Nadab and Abihu

Now Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, each
took his censer and put fire in it, and put in-

cense on it, and offered strange fire before the LORD ,
which He did not command them to doto do . 22 Then a fire
came out from the LORD and devoured them, and
they died before the LORD . 33 Then Moses said to
Aaron, “This is what the LORD spoke, saying:
‘I will be sanctified
by those who come near Me;

and before all the people
I will be glorified.’”

And Aaron held his peace.
44 Moses called Mishael and Elzaphan, the sons of

Uzziel the uncle of Aaron, and said to them, “Come
near, and carry your brothers from before the sanctu-
ary out of the camp.” 55 So they went near, and carried
them in their tunics out of the camp as Moses had
said.

66 Moses said to Aaron, and to Eleazar and Ithamar
his sons, “Do not let your hair be loosely disheveled,
nor rend your clothes, lest you die, and lest wrath
come upon all the people. Instead, let your brothers,
the whole house of Israel, mourn the burning which
the LORD has caused. 77 You shall not go out from the
entrance of the tent of meeting, lest you die, for the
anointing oil of the LORD is upon you.” And they did
according to the word of Moses.

88 The LORD spoke to Aaron, saying: 99 Do not drink
wine nor strong drink, you or your sons with you,
when you go into the tent of meeting, lest you die. It
shall be a perpetual statute throughout your genera-
tions, 1010 so that you may differentiate between what is
holy and common and between what is unclean and
clean. 1111 And so you may teach the children of Israel all
the statutes that the LORD has spoken to them by the
hand of Moses.

1212 Moses spoke to Aaron, and to Eleazar and Ithamar,
his sons who were left: Take the grain offering that re-
mains of the food offerings of the LORD made by fire
and eat it without leaven beside the altar. For it is
most holy. 1313 And you shall eat it in a holy place, be-
cause it is your due and your sons’ due from the food
sacrifices of the LORD made by fire. For so I have been
commanded. 1414 The breast that is waved and the thigh
that is contributed you shall eat in a clean place, you,
and your sons, and your daughters with you, for they
are your due and your sons’ due which are given out
of the sacrifices of peace offerings of the children of
Israel. 1515 The thigh that is contributed and the breast
that is waved they shall bring with the fat pieces of the
food offerings made by fire to wave them as a wave
offering before the LORD , and it shall be yours and
your sons’ with you as a perpetual statute, as the
LORD has commanded.

1616 Moses diligently sought the goat of the sin offer-
ing and saw it was burned up. And he was angry with

LEVITICUS 9:5 82 LEVITICUS 10:16



1111

Eleazar and Ithamar, the sons of Aaron who were left
alive, saying, 1717 “Why have you not eaten the sin offer-
ing in the sacred area, knowing that it is most holy and
God has given it to you to bear the iniquity of the con-
gregation to make atonement for them before the
LORD ? 1818 Its blood was not brought into the inner part
of the sanctuary. Indeed you should have eaten it in
the sanctuary as I commanded.”

1919 Aaron said to Moses, “Today they have offered
their sin offering and their burnt offering before the
LORD , and such things have happened to me! If I had
eaten the sin offering today, should it have been ac-
cepted in the sight of the LORD ?” 2020 And when Moses
heard that, he approved.

Clean and Unclean FoodsClean and Unclean Foods
Dt 14:3–20

The LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron, saying to
them: 22 Speak to the children of Israel, saying:

These are the living things which you shall eat among
all the animals that are on the earth. 33 Whatever ani-
mal has a parted hoof (that is, split-hoofed), and
chews the cud among the animals, that one you shall
eat.

44 Nevertheless these you shall not eat of those that
chew the cud or of those that have a divided hoof: The
camel, because it chews the cud but does not have a
divided hoof, is unclean to you; 55 the rock badger, be-
cause it chews the cud but does not have a divided
hoof, is unclean to you; 66 the hare, because it chews
the cud but does not have a divided hoof, is unclean to
you; 77 the pig, though it does have a divided hoof (that
is, split-hoofed), yet it does not chew the cud, is un-
clean to you; 88 you shall not eat of their flesh, and their
carcasses you must not touch; they are unclean to
you.

99 These you shall eat of all that are in the waters:
Whatever has fins and scales in the waters, in the seas
and in the rivers, these you shall eat; 1010 all that do not
have fins and scales in the seas and in the rivers, from
all that move in the waters and from any living thing
that is in the waters, they are detestable to you; 1111 they
shall be detestable to you. You shall not eat of their
flesh, and you shall detest their carcasses. 1212 Whatever
has no fins or scales in the waters is detestable to you.

1313 These you shall detest among the birds; they shall
not be eaten; they are detestable: the griffon vulture,
the bearded vulture, and the black vulture, 1414 the kite,
and buzzard of any kind, 1515 the raven of any kind,
1616 and the eagle owl, the short-eared and long-eared
owls, and the hawk of any kind, 1717 and the little owl,
the cormorant, and the screech owl, 1818 and the white
owl, the scops owl, and the osprey, 1919 and the stork,
the heron of any kind, the hoopoe, and the bat.

2020 All flying insects that walk, moving on all fours,
shall be detestable to you. 2121 Yet these you may eat of
every flying insect that creeps on all fours: those that
have jointed legs above their feet with which to hop

on the ground. 2222 Even of these you may eat: the locust
of any kind, the bald locust of any kind, the cricket of
any kind, and the grasshopper of any kind. 2323 But all
other flying insects that have four feet shall be de-
testable to you.

2424 And by these you shall be unclean. Whoever touch-
es the carcass of these shall be unclean until the
evening.

Unclean AnimalsUnclean Animals
2525 Whoever carries any of the carcasses of these shall

wash his clothes and be unclean until the evening.
2626 The carcass of every animal that divides the hoof but
is not completely split-hoofed nor chews the cud is un-
clean to you. Everyone who touches them shall be un-
clean. 2727 Whatever animal that walks on its paws,
among all manner of animals that go on all fours,
those are unclean to you. Whoever touches their car-
cass shall be unclean until the evening. 2828 He who car-
ries the carcass of these shall wash his clothes and be
unclean until the evening; they are unclean to you.

2929 These also shall be unclean to you among the
crawling things that move on the ground: the mole
rat, the mouse, and the great lizard of any kind, 3030 and
the gecko, the lizard, the wall gecko, the sand lizard,
and the chameleon. 3131 These are unclean to you
among all that crawl. Whoever touches them when
they are dead shall be unclean until the evening.
3232 And anything on which any of them falls when they
are dead shall be unclean, whether it be an article of
wood or clothing or a skin or a sack, any article that is
used for any purpose. It must be put in water. And it
shall be unclean until the evening; then it shall be
clean. 3333 Every clay vessel into which any of these falls,
everything in it shall be unclean, and you shall break
it. 3434 Any food in it that may be eaten on which water is
poured shall be unclean, and any drink that may be
drunk in every such vessel shall be unclean. 3535 Every-
thing on which any part of their carcass falls shall be
unclean; whether it is an oven or stove, it shall be bro-
ken to pieces. They are unclean and shall be unclean
to you. 3636 Nevertheless a fountain or cistern where
there is plenty of water shall be clean, but whoever
touches their carcass shall be unclean. 3737 If any part of
their carcass falls on any grain seed that is to be sown,
it shall be clean. 3838 But if any water is put on the seed,
and any part of their carcass fall on it, it shall be un-
clean to you.

3939 If any animal from which you may eat dies, whoev-
er touches the carcass shall be unclean until the
evening. 4040 And the person who eats of the carcass
shall wash his clothes and be unclean until the
evening. The person who carries the carcass shall
wash his clothes and be unclean until the evening.

4141 Every crawling thing that moves on the ground
shall be detestable. It shall not be eaten. 4242 Whatever
goes on its belly, and whatever goes on all fours, or
whatever has many feet from any crawling things that
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move on the earth, you shall not eat them for they are
detestable. 4343 You shall not make yourselves de-
testable with any crawling thing that moves, nor shall
you make yourselves unclean with them, that you
should thereby be defiled by them. 4444 For I am the
LORD your God. You shall therefore sanctify your-
selves, and you shall be holy, for I am holy. Neither
shall you defile yourselves with any manner of crawl-
ing thing that moves on the ground. 4545 For I am the
LORD who brings you up out of the land of Egypt to be
your God. Therefore you shall be holy, for I am holy.

4646 This is the law for the animals, and the fowls, and
every living creature that moves in the waters, and
every creature that crawls on the ground, 4747 to differ-
entiate between the unclean and the clean, and be-
tween the animal that may be eaten and the animal
that may not be eaten.

Purification After ChildbirthPurification After Childbirth

Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 22 Speak
to the children of Israel, saying: If a woman has

conceived and bears a male child, then she shall be
unclean seven days, as in the days of her monthlymonthly
menstruation she shall be unclean. 33 On the eighth
day the flesh of his foreskin shall be circumcised. 44 And
she shall then continue in the blood of her purifying
for thirty-three days. She shall not touch anything
holy, nor come into the sanctuary until the days of her
purifying are fulfilled. 55 But if she gives birth to a fe-
male child, then she shall be unclean for two weeks as
in her monthly menstruation, and she shall continue
in the blood of her purifying for sixty-six days.

66 When the days of her purifying are fulfilled,
whether for a son or for a daughter, she shall bring a
year-old lamb for a burnt offering, and a young pi-
geon or a turtledove for a sin offering, to the priest at
the entrance of the tent of meeting, 77 who shall offer it
before the LORD and make atonement for her. Then
she shall be cleansed from the issue of her blood.

This is the law for the woman who has given birth to
a male or a female child. 88 If she cannot afford a lamb,
then she shall bring two turtledoves or two pigeons,
one for the burnt offering and the other for a sin of-
fering, and the priest shall make atonement for her,
and she shall be clean.

The Law Concerning LeprThe Law Concerning Leprosyosy

And the LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron, say-
ing: 22 When a man has on the skin of his body a

swelling, a scab, or spot, and it turns on the skin of his
body like a mark of a leprous sore, then he shall be
brought to Aaron the priest or to one of his sons the
priests. 33 And the priest shall examine the mark on the
skin of the body, and when the hair on the diseased
area is white, and the mark appears to be deeper than
the skin of his body, then it is a leprous sore. So the
priest shall look on him and pronounce him unclean.

44 If the spot is white on the skin of his body, and it ap-
pears to be no deeper than the skin, and the hair is
not white, then the priest shall isolate the person who
has the mark for seven days. 55 Then the priest shall ex-
amine him on the seventh day, and if the mark is still
visible, and the mark has not spread into the skin,
then the priest shall isolate him for seven days more.
66 And the priest shall examine him again on the sev-
enth day, and if the mark has faded and not spread in-
to the skin, then the priest shall pronounce him clean;
it is only a scab, and he shall wash his clothes and be
clean. 77 But if the scab spreads in the skin after he has
been seen by the priest for his cleansing, he shall be
seen by the priest again. 88 And if the priest sees that
the scab has spread in the skin, then the priest shall
pronounce him unclean. It is leprosy.

99 When a person has leprosy, then it shall be report-
ed to the priest. 1010 And the priest shall examine him,
and if there is a white swelling in the skin, and it has
turned the hair white, and there is raw flesh in the
swelling, 1111 it is a recurring leprosy in the skin of his
body, and the priest shall pronounce him unclean, but
he shall not isolate him, for he is unclean.

1212 If the leprosy breaks out all over the skin, and the
disease covers all the skin of the person who has the
disease from his head to his feet, wherever the priest
looks, 1313 then the priest shall examine, and if the lep-
rosy has covered all his body, he shall pronounce him
clean from the disease. It has all turned white, and he
is clean. 1414 But when raw flesh appears on him, he
shall be unclean. 1515 The priest shall see the raw flesh
and pronounce him to be unclean, for the raw flesh is
unclean. It is leprosy. 1616 Or if the raw flesh turns again,
and it is changed to white, then he shall come to the
priest. 1717 And the priest shall see him, and if the dis-
ease is changed to white, then the priest shall pro-
nounce him clean who has the disease. He is clean.

1818 And when the skin has a boil, and it is healed,
1919 and in the place of the boil there is a white swelling
or a reddish-white spot, then it will be shown to the
priest. 2020 And if the priest sees it, and it is deeper than
the skin, and the hair has turned white, then the priest
shall pronounce him unclean. It is a leprous sore that
has broken out in the boil. 2121 But if the priest looks at
it, and there are no white hairs in it, and if it is not
deeper than the skin but has faded, then the priest
shall isolate the person for seven days. 2222 If it spreads
around the skin, then the priest shall pronounce him
unclean. It is a leprous sore. 2323 But if the spot stays in
its place and does not spread, then it is the scar of a
boil, and the priest shall pronounce him clean.

2424 Or if there is some of the skin on the body where
there is a burn, and the raw flesh that has a burn be-
comes a reddish or white spot, 2525 then the priest shall
examine it, and if the hair in the spot has turned
white, and it is deeper than the skin, then it is a lep-
rous disease broken out from the burn. Therefore the
priest shall pronounce him unclean. It is a leprous
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sore. 2626 But if the priest looks at it, and there is no
white hair in the spot, and it is no deeper than the oth-
er skin and is faded, then the priest shall isolate him
for seven days. 2727 And the priest shall examine him on
the seventh day, and if it has spread around the skin,
then the priest shall pronounce him unclean. It is a
leprous sore. 2828 If the spot stays in its place and it does
not spread in the skin, but is faded, then it is a
swelling from the burn, and the priest shall pronounce
him clean, for it is a scar from the burn.

2929 If a man or woman has a sore on the head or in
the beard, 3030 then the priest shall examine the sore,
and if it is deeper than the skin and there is in it a yel-
low thin hair, then the priest shall pronounce him un-
clean. It is a scaly leprosy of the head or beard. 3131 If the
priest examines the scaly sore, and it is no deeper
than the skin, and there is no black hair in it, then the
priest shall isolate the person with the scale for seven
days. 3232 And on the seventh day the priest shall exam-
ine the sore, and if the scale has not spread, and there
is no yellow hair in it, and the scale is not deeper than
the skin, 3333 then he shall shave, but the scale he shall
not shave, and the priest shall isolate the person with
the scale another seven days. 3434 And on the seventh
day the priest shall examine the scale. If the scale has
not spread in the skin and is no deeper than the skin,
the priest shall pronounce him clean. He shall wash
his clothes and be clean. 3535 But if the scale spreads
over the skin after his cleansing, 3636 then the priest shall
examine him. If the scale has spread over the skin, the
priest shall not look for yellow hair. He is unclean.
3737 But if the scale appears not to have changed and
there is black hair growing in it, then the scale is
healed. He is clean and the priest shall pronounce him
clean.

3838 If a man or a woman has spots on the skin of the
body, even white bright spots, 3939 then the priest shall
examine, and if the bright spots on the skin of the
body are a faded white, then it is just a rash that has
broken out on the skin. He is clean.

4040 When a man has lost hair from his head, then he is
bald. He is still clean. 4141 And when a man has lost hair
from his forehead, then he is bald on the forehead. He
is still clean. 4242 But if there is on the bald head or bald
forehead a reddish-white sore, it is a leprous disease
breaking out on his bald head or his bald forehead.
4343 Then the priest shall examine it. If the diseased
swelling is reddish-white on his bald head or on his
bald forehead, resembling a leprous disease in the
skin of the body, 4444 he is leprous. He is unclean. The
priest shall pronounce him unclean. His disease is on
his head.

4545 The man who has the leprous disease shall have
torn clothes and disheveled hair; and he shall cover
his mustache and shall cry, “Unclean, unclean.” 4646 All
the days that he has the disease, he shall be defiled.
He is unclean. He shall dwell alone, and he shall live
outside the camp.

The Law About LeprThe Law About Leprous Garmentsous Garments
4747 If a garment has a leprous disease, whether it is a

wool or a linen garment, 4848 whether it is in the warp or
woof of the linen or wool fabric, or in the leather or
anything made of leather, 4949 and if the disease is
greenish or reddish in the garment, or in the leather,
or in the warp or woof, or in anything made of leather,
it is a leprous disease and shall be shown to the priest.
5050 And the priest shall examine the disease, and isolate
the infected article for seven days. 5151 And he shall ex-
amine the disease on the seventh day. If the disease
has spread in the garment, either in the warp or in the
woof, or in the leather, or in any work that is made of
leather, this is a spreading leprous disease. It is un-
clean. 5252 He shall therefore burn that garment,
whether warp or woof, wool or linen, or anything of
leather that has the disease, for it is a spreading lep-
rous disease. It shall be burned in the fire.

5353 If the priest examines itit , and the disease has not
spread in the garment, either in the warp or the woof,
or in anything of leather, 5454 then the priest shall com-
mand that they wash the article in which the disease
appears, and he shall isolate it for seven days more.
5555 The priest shall examine the infected article after it
has been washed. If the infected spot has not changed
its color, even if the disease has not spread, it is un-
clean. You shall burn it in the fire, whether the leprous
spot is on the inside or on the outside of the article.
5656 If the priest examines and the disease has faded af-
ter washing it, he shall tear the spot out of the gar-
ment, or out of the leather, or out of the warp or the
woof. 5757 If it still appears in the garment, either in the
warp or in the woof, or in anything of leather, it is
spreading. You shall burn in the fire that in which the
disease appears. 5858 The garment that you have
washed, either in the warp or woof, or anything of
leather, if the disease is gone from it, then it shall be
washed a second time and shall be clean.

5959 This is the law of the leprous disease in a garment
of wool or linen, either in the warp or woof, or any-
thing of leather to determine if it is clean or unclean.

The Law for Cleansing LepersThe Law for Cleansing Lepers

The LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 22 This shall
be the law of the leper in the day of his cleans-

ing: It shall be reported to the priest, 33 and the priest
shall go out of the camp, and the priest shall examine
him and see if the disease is healed in the leprous per-
son. 44 Then the priest shall command that two live
clean birds and cedar wood and scarlet fabric and hys-
sop be brought for him who is to be cleansed. 55 The
priest shall command that one of the birds be slaugh-
tered in a clay vessel over running water. 66 As for the
living bird, he shall take it, the cedar wood, the scarlet,
and the hyssop, and shall dip them and the living bird
in the blood of the bird that was killed over the run-
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ning water. 77 Then he shall sprinkle itit seven times on
him who is to be cleansed from leprosy, and he shall
pronounce him clean and shall let the living bird loose
into the open field.

88 He that is to be cleansed shall wash his clothes, and
shave off all his hair, and wash himself in water, so
that he may be clean. After that he shall come into the
camp and shall stay outside of his tent seven days.
99 But it shall be on the seventh day that he shall shave
all his hair off his head and his beard and his eye-
brows, all his hair he shall shave off, and he shall wash
his clothes. Also he shall wash his body in water, and
he shall be clean.

1010 On the eighth day he shall take two male lambs
without blemish, and one ewe lamb a year old without
blemish, and three-tenths of an ephahephah †† of wheat flour
mixed with oil for a grain offering, and one log of oil.
††††1111 The priest who makes him clean shall present the
man who is to be made clean and those things before
the LORD at the entrance of the tent of meeting.

1212 Then the priest shall take one male lamb and offer
it for a guilt offering, along with the log of oil, and
wave them for a wave offering before the LORD .
1313 Then he shall slaughter the lamb in the place where
they kill the sin offering and the burnt offering in the
holy sanctuary. For as the sin offering is the priest’s, so
is the guilt offering. It is most holy. 1414 And the priest
shall take some of the blood of the guilt offering, and
the priest shall put it on the tip of the right ear of him
who is to be cleansed, and on the thumb of his right
hand, and on the big toe of his right foot. 1515 And the
priest shall take some of the log of oil and pour it into
the palm of his own left hand. 1616 Then the priest shall
dip his right finger in the oil that is in his left hand,
and shall sprinkle from the oil with his finger seven
times before the LORD . 1717 And some of the rest of the
oil that is in his hand the priest shall put on the tip of
the right ear of him who is to be cleansed, and on the
thumb of his right hand, and on the big toe of his right
foot, and on the blood of the guilt offering. 1818 And the
rest of the oil that is in the priest’s hand he shall pour
upon the head of him who is to be cleansed, and the
priest shall make atonement for him before the LORD
.

1919 The priest shall offer the sin offering, and make
atonement for him who is to be cleansed from his cer-cer-
emonialemonial uncleanness, and afterward he shall kill the
burnt offering. 2020 Then the priest shall offer the burnt
offering and the grain offering on the altar, and the
priest shall make atonement for him, and he shall be
clean.

2121 But if he is poor and cannot afford so much, then
he shall take one male lamb for a guilt offering to be
waved to make atonement for him, and one-tenth of
an ephahephah ‡‡ of wheat flour mixed with oil for a grain of-

† Likely about 11 pounds, or 5 kilograms. †† About 1/3 quart,
or 0.3 liter; and in vv. 12, 15, 21, and 24. ‡ Likely about 31/2
pounds, or 1.6 kilograms.

fering, and a log of oil, 2222 and two turtledoves or two
pigeons, such as he is able to afford. The one shall be
a sin offering and the other a burnt offering.

2323 He shall bring them on the eighth day for his
cleansing to the priest at the entrance of the tent of
meeting before the LORD . 2424 The priest shall take the
lamb of the guilt offering, along with the log of oil,
and the priest shall wave them for a wave offering be-
fore the LORD . 2525 Then he shall kill the lamb of the
guilt offering; and the priest shall take some of the
blood of the guilt offering and put it on the tip of the
right ear of him who is to be cleansed and on the
thumb of his right hand and on the big toe of his right
foot. 2626 Next the priest shall pour some of the oil into
the palm of his own left hand, 2727 and the priest shall
sprinkle with his right finger some of the oil that is in
his left hand seven times before the LORD . 2828 Then the
priest shall put some of the oil that is in his hand on
the tip of the right ear of him who is to be cleansed,
and on the thumb of his right hand, and on the big toe
of his right foot on the place of the blood of the guilt
offering. 2929 The rest of the oil that is in the priest’s
hand he shall pour on the head of him who is to be
cleansed to make atonement for him before the LORD
. 3030 He shall offer one of the turtledoves or the pi-
geons, such as he can afford, 3131 even such as he is able
to get, one for a sin offering and the other for a burnt
offering, along with the grain offering, and the priest
shall make atonement for him who is to be cleansed
before the LORD .

3232 This is the law for a person who has a leprous sore
who cannot afford the offerings for his cleansing.

The Law About LeprThe Law About Leprous Housesous Houses
3333 The LORD spoke to Moses and to Aaron, saying:

3434 When you have come into the land of Canaan, which
I am giving to you for a possession, and I put a lep-
rous disease in a house of the land of your possession,
3535 then he who owns the house shall come and tell the
priest, “It seems to me there is some disease in the
house.” 3636 Then the priest shall command that they
empty the house before the priest goes into it to ex-
amine the disease, so that all that is in the house is
not made unclean. Afterwards, the priest shall go in to
examine the house. 3737 He shall examine the disease
and see if the disease is in the walls of the house with
greenish or reddish spots, which appear to go deeper
than the wall. 3838 Then the priest shall go out to the
door of the house and close off the house seven days.
3939 The priest shall return on the seventh day and shall
examine and see if the disease has spread in the walls
of the house. 4040 Then the priest shall command that
they take away the stones in which the disease ap-
pears and throw them into an unclean place outside
the city. 4141 And he shall cause the house to be scraped
all around, and they shall pour out the plaster that
they scrape off outside the city into an unclean place.
4242 And they shall take other stones and put them in the
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place of those stones, and he shall take other plaster
and shall plaster the house.

4343 If the disease comes again and breaks out in the
house after he has taken away the stones and after he
has scraped the house and after it is plastered, 4444 then
the priest shall come and examine and see if the dis-
ease has spread in the house. If the disease has
spread in the house, it is a persistent leprosy in the
house; it is unclean. 4545 He shall break down the house,
the stones and the timber, and all the plaster of the
house, and he shall carry them out of the city into an
unclean place.

4646 Moreover, he who goes into the house while it is
closed off shall be unclean until the evening. 4747 And he
who sleeps in the house shall wash his clothes, and he
who eats in the house shall wash his clothes.

4848 If the priest comes in and examines it and sees the
disease has not spread in the house after the house
was plastered, then the priest shall pronounce the
house clean, because the disease is healed. 4949 He shall
take two birds, and cedar wood, and scarlet, and hys-
sop to cleanse the house. 5050 Then he shall kill one of
the birds in a clay vessel over running water. 5151 He
shall take the cedar wood, and the hyssop, and the
scarlet, and the living bird, and dip them in the blood
of the slain bird, and in the running water, and sprin-
kle the house seven times. 5252 Then he shall cleanse the
house with the blood of the bird, and with the running
water, and with the living bird, and with the cedar
wood, and with the hyssop, and with the scarlet. 5353 But
he shall let the living bird loose outside the city into
the open fields and make atonement for the house,
and it shall be clean.

5454 This is the law for all manner of leprous sore and
scale, 5555 and for the disease of a garment, or of a
house, 5656 and for a swelling, or for a scab, or for a spot,
5757 to discern when it is unclean and when it is clean.

This is the law of leprosy.

The Law About Bodily DischarThe Law About Bodily Dischargesges

Then the LORD spoke to Moses and to Aaron,
saying: 22 Speak to the children of Israel, and say

to them: When any man has a discharge out of his
body, his discharge is unclean. 33 This is the instruction
for his uncleanness in his discharge, whether the dis-
charge from his body flows or his body is stopped up
by his discharge, it is his uncleanness.

44 Every bed on which the man with the discharge lies
shall be unclean, and everything on which he sits shall
be unclean. 55 Whoever touches the bed shall wash his
clothes, and bathe himself in water, and be unclean
until the evening. 66 And whoever sits on anything
where the man sat who has the discharge shall wash
his clothes, and bathe himself in water, and be un-
clean until the evening.

77 And whoever touches the body of him who has the
discharge shall wash his clothes, and bathe himself in
water, and be unclean until the evening.

88 If the man with the discharge spits on someone
who is clean, then he shall wash his clothes, and bathe
himself in water, and be unclean until the evening.

99 Any saddle on which the man with a discharge
rides shall be unclean. 1010 Whoever touches anything
that was under him shall be unclean until the evening,
and he who carries any of those things shall wash his
clothes, and bathe himself in water, and be unclean
until the evening.

1111 Whomever he who has the discharge touches, and
has not rinsed his hands in water, he shall wash his
clothes and bathe in water, and be unclean until
evening.

1212 The earthen vessel that he who has the discharge
touches shall be broken, and every vessel of wood
shall be rinsed in water.

1313 When he who has a discharge is cleansed of his is-
sue, then he shall count to himself seven days for his
cleansing, and wash his clothes, and bathe his body in
running water, and shall be clean. 1414 On the eighth day
he shall take two turtledoves or two pigeons and
come before the LORD at the entrance of the tent of
meeting and give them to the priest. 1515 And the priest
shall offer them, one for a sin offering and the other
for a burnt offering, and the priest shall make atone-
ment for him before the LORD for his discharge.

1616 If any man has a seminal emission, then he shall
wash all his body in water and be unclean until the
evening. 1717 Every garment and all leather on which
there is seminal emission shall be washed with water
and be unclean until the evening. 1818 If a man lies with a
woman, and there is an emission of semen, they shall
both bathe themselves in water and be unclean until
the evening.

1919 If a woman has a discharge, and the discharge
from her body is blood, she shall be set apart for sev-
en days; and whoever touches her shall be unclean
until the evening.

2020 Everything that she lies on in her menstrual impu-
rity shall be unclean. Also, everything that she sits on
shall be unclean. 2121 Whoever touches her bed shall
wash his clothes and bathe himself in water, and be
unclean until the evening. 2222 Whoever touches any-
thing on which she sits shall wash his clothes and
bathe himself in water, and be unclean until the
evening. 2323 Whether it is the bed or anything on which
she sits, when he touches it he shall be unclean until
the evening.

2424 If any man lies with her, and her menstrual impuri-
ty is on him, he shall be unclean seven days, and every
bed where he lies shall be unclean.

2525 If a woman has a discharge of blood for many
days, not at the time of her menstrual impurity, or if
she has a discharge beyond the time of her impurity,
all the days of the discharge she shall be in unclean-
ness, as in the days of her impurity. She shall be un-
clean. 2626 Every bed that she lies on all the days of her
discharge shall be for impurity, and whatever she sits
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on shall be unclean, as the uncleanness of her men-
strual impurity. 2727 Whoever touches those things shall
be unclean and shall wash his clothes and bathe him-
self in water and be unclean until the evening.

2828 But if she is cleansed of her discharge, then she
shall count to herself seven days, and after that she
shall be clean. 2929 On the eighth day she shall take two
turtledoves or two pigeons and bring them to the
priest at the entrance of the tent of meeting. 3030 The
priest shall offer one for a sin offering and the other
for a burnt offering, and the priest shall make atone-
ment for her before the LORD for her unclean dis-
charge.

3131 Thus you shall separate the children of Israel from
their uncleanness, so that they do not die in their un-
cleanness by defiling My tabernacle that is among
them.

3232 This is the law for him who has a discharge and for
him who has a seminal emission and thus becomes
unclean, 3333 and for her who is sick from her menstrua-
tion, and for him who has a discharge, for anyone
male or female, and for the man who lies with a
woman who is unclean.

The Day of AtonementThe Day of Atonement
Lev 23:26–32; Nu 29:7–11

The LORD spoke to Moses after the death of the
two sons of Aaron, when they drew near to the

LORD and died. 22 The LORD said to Moses: Speak to
Aaron your brother so that he does not come at any
time into the Holy Place within the veil before the mer-
cy seat, which is on the ark, so that he will not die, for I
will appear in the cloud on the mercy seat.

33 Thus Aaron shall come into the Holy Place with a
young bull for a sin offering and a ram for a burnt of-
fering. 44 He shall put on the holy linen tunic, and he
shall have the linen undergarment on his body, and
shall be girded with a linen sash, and shall be wearing
the linen turban. These are holy garments. Therefore
he shall wash his body in water and then put them on.
55 He shall take from the congregation of the children
of Israel two male goats for a sin offering and one ram
for a burnt offering.

66 Aaron shall offer his bull for the sin offering, which
is for himself, and make atonement for himself and
for his house. 77 Then he shall take the two goats and
present them before the LORD at the entrance of the
tent of meeting. 88 Aaron shall cast lots for the two
goats: one lot for the LORD and the other lot for the
scapegoat. 99 Aaron shall bring the goat on which the
lot of the LORD falls and offer him for a sin offering.
1010 But the goat on which the lot falls to be the scape-
goat shall be presented alive before the LORD to make
atonement with it, that it may be sent away as a
scapegoat into the wilderness.

1111 Aaron shall bring the bull of the sin offering, which
is for himself, and shall make atonement for himself,
and for his house, and shall kill the bull of the sin of-

fering for himself. 1212 And he shall take a censer full of
burning coals of fire from the altar before the LORD ,
and two handfuls of sweet incense beaten small, and
bring it within the veil. 1313 And he shall put the incense
on the fire before the LORD , that the cloud of the in-
cense may cover the mercy seat that is over the testi-
mony, so that he does not die. 1414 And he shall take of
the blood of the bull, and sprinkle it with his finger on
the mercy seat on the eastern side, and before the
mercy seat he shall sprinkle from the blood with his
finger seven times.

1515 Then he shall kill the goat of the sin offering, which
is for the people, and bring its blood within the veil,
and do with that blood as he did with the blood of the
bull, and sprinkle it over and in front of the mercy
seat. 1616 And he shall make atonement for the Holy
Place, because of the uncleanness of the children of
Israel and because of their transgressions in all their
sins, and so he shall do for the tent of meeting that re-
mains among them in the midst of their uncleanness.
1717 There shall be no man in the tent of meeting when
he goes in to make atonement in the Holy Place, until
he comes out and has made atonement for himself,
and for his household, and for all the congregation of
Israel.

1818 Then he shall go out to the altar that is before the
LORD and make atonement for it, and he shall take
some of the blood of the bull and some of the blood of
the goat, and put it on the horns of the altar all
around. 1919 He shall sprinkle from the blood on it with
his finger seven times, and cleanse it, and consecrate
it from the uncleanness of the children of Israel.

2020 When he has made an end of atonement for the
Holy Place, and the tent of meeting, and the altar, then
he shall bring the live goat. 2121 And Aaron shall lay both
his hands on the head of the live goat, and confess
over it all the iniquities of the children of Israel, and all
their transgressions in all their sins, putting them on
the head of the goat, and shall send it away by the
hand of a designated man into the wilderness. 2222 And
the goat shall bear on it all their iniquities to a deso-
late land, and he shall let the goat go free in the
wilderness.

2323 Then Aaron shall come into the tent of meeting,
and shall take off the linen garments which he put on
when he went into the Holy Place, and shall leave
them there. 2424 And he shall wash his body with water
in a holy place, and put on his garments, and come
out, and offer his burnt offering, and the burnt offer-
ing of the people, and make atonement for himself
and for the people. 2525 The fat of the sin offering he
shall burn on the altar.

2626 He who releases the goat as the scapegoat shall
wash his clothes, and bathe his body in water, and af-
terward come into the camp. 2727 The bull for the sin of-
fering and the goat for the sin offering, whose blood
was brought in to make atonement in the Holy Place,
shall be carried outside the camp. They shall burn in
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the fire their hides, their flesh, and their refuse. 2828 He
who burns them shall wash his clothes, and bathe his
body in water, and afterward he shall come into the
camp.

2929 This shall be a perpetual statute for you so that in
the seventh month, on the tenth day of the month,
you shall humble yourselves, and do no work of any
kind, whether it is the native citizen or the stranger
who sojourns among you. 3030 For on that day the priest
shall make atonement for you to cleanse you, so that
you may be clean from all your sins before the LORD .
3131 It shall be a sabbath, a solemn rest for you, and you
shall humble yourselves. It is a perpetual statute.
3232 The priest, who is anointed and consecrated to min-
ister as a priest in the place of his father, shall make
atonement, and shall put on the linen garments, the
holy garments. 3333 And he shall make atonement for
the Holy Sanctuary, for the tent of meeting, and for
the altar, and he shall make atonement for the priests,
and for all the people of the congregation.

3434 This shall be a perpetual statute for you to make
atonement for the children of Israel for all their sins
once a year.

And Moses did as the LORD commanded him.

The Law About Eating BloodThe Law About Eating Blood

And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 22 Speak
to Aaron, and to his sons, and to all the children

of Israel, and say to them: This is the thing which the
LORD has commanded, saying: 33 If anyone of the
house of Israel rituallyritually slaughters an ox, a lamb, or
goat in the camp, or slaughters it outside of the camp,
44 and does not bring it to the entrance of the tent of
meeting to offer it as a gift to the LORD before the
tabernacle of the LORD , then blood guilt shall be ac-
counted to that man. He has shed blood, and that
man shall be cut off from among his people. 55 This is
so that the children of Israel may bring their sacrifices
which they offer in the open field, even that they may
bring them to the LORD at the entrance of the tent of
meeting, to the priest, and offer them for peace offer-
ings to the LORD . 66 The priest shall sprinkle the blood
on the altar of the LORD at the entrance of the tent of
meeting, and burn the fat for a pleasing aroma to the
LORD . 77 They shall no more offer their sacrifices to
goat demons, after whom they have acted like whores.
This shall be a perpetual statute for them throughout
their generations.

88 You shall say to them: Any man from the house of
Israel, or from the foreigners who sojourn among you,
who offers a burnt offering or sacrifice, 99 and does not
bring it to the entrance of the tent of meeting to offer
it to the LORD , even that man shall be cut off from
among his people.

1010 Whoever from the house of Israel, or from the
strangers who sojourn among you, who eats any man-
ner of blood, I will set My face against that person
who eats blood, and will cut him off from among his

people. 1111 For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and I
have given it to you on the altar to make atonement
for your lives; for it is the blood that makes atonement
for the soul. 1212 Therefore I said to the children of Israel:
No person among you shall eat blood, nor shall any
stranger who sojourns among you eat blood.

1313 Whoever from the children of Israel, or from the
foreigners who sojourn among you, who hunts and
catches any wild animal or fowl that may be eaten, he
shall even pour out the blood and cover it with dirt.
1414 For the life of every creature is its blood; in its blood
is its life. Therefore I said to the children of Israel: You
shall not eat the blood of any creature, for the life of
every creature is its blood. Whoever eats it shall be cut
off.

1515 Every person who eats that which died of itself, or
that which was torn by animals, whether he is a native
citizen or a foreigner, he shall both wash his clothes
and bathe himself in water, and be unclean until the
evening. Then he shall be clean. 1616 But if he does not
wash them or bathe his body, then he shall bear his in-
iquity.

Laws on ImmorLaws on Immoral Relationsal Relations

The LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 22 Speak to
the children of Israel, and say to them: I am the

LORD your God. 33 After the practices of the land of
Egypt, from where you lived, you shall not follow, and
after the practices of the land of Canaan, to where I
will bring you, you shall not follow; nor shall you walk
in their ordinances. 44 You shall follow My decrees and
keep My ordinances to walk in them: I am the LORD
your God. 55 You shall therefore keep My statutes and
My judgments, which if a man does them, then he
shall live by them: I am the LORD .

66 None of you shall approach any of his near relatives
to have relations: I am the LORD .

77 You shall not have relations with your father or
have relations with your mother. She is your mother.
You shall not have relations with her.

88 You shall not have relations with your father’s wife,
for this exposes your father’s nakedness.

99 You shall not have relations with your sister,
whether your father’s or mother’s daughter, whether
raised in the family or another home.

1010 You shall not have relations with your son’s daugh-
ter or your daughter’s daughter, for this exposes your
own nakedness.

1111 You shall not have relations with your father’s
wife’s daughter who is raised in your father’s family,
for she is your sister.

1212 You shall not have relations with your father’s sis-
ter, for she is your father’s relative.

1313 You shall not have relations with your mother’s sis-
ter, for she is your mother’s relative.

1414 You shall not expose the nakedness of your fa-
ther’s brother. You shall not approach his wife for rela-
tions; she is your aunt.
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1515 You shall not have relations with your daughter-in-
law, for she is your son’s wife—you shall not have rela-
tions with her.

1616 You shall not have relations with your brother’s
wife, for this exposes your brother’s nakedness.

1717 You shall not have relations with a woman and her
daughter, nor shall you have her son’s daughter or her
daughter’s daughter, for this exposes the woman’s
nakedness. They are all near relatives. It is depravity.

1818 And you shall not have a woman as a rival wife,
who is the sister of your other wife, for this is to ex-
pose her nakedness while her sister, your other wife,
is still alive.

1919 Also you shall not approach a woman to have rela-
tions as long as she is in her menstrual uncleanness.

2020 Moreover, you shall not have relations with your
neighbor’s wife to defile yourself with her.

2121 You shall not let any of your children be offered
through the fire to Molek, and so profane the name of
your God: I am the LORD .

2222 You shall not lie with a man as one does with a
woman. It is an abomination.

2323 You shall not lie with an animal to defile yourself,
nor shall any woman lie with an animal. It is a perver-
sion.

2424 Do not defile yourselves in any of these ways, for
in these practices the nations I am casting out before
you have defiled themselves. 2525 And the land has be-
come defiled; therefore I have punished its iniquity,
and the land has vomited out her inhabitants. 2626 But
you shall therefore keep My statutes and My decrees,
and you shall not commit any of these abominations,
either the native citizen or any foreigner who sojourns
among you 2727 (for the people of the land, who were be-
fore you, committed all of these abominations, and
the land became defiled), 2828 lest the land vomit you out
also when you defile it, as it vomited out the nations
that were before you.

2929 For whoever shall commit any of these abomina-
tions, those persons who commit them shall be cut off
from among their people. 3030 Therefore you shall keep
My ordinances, that you do not commit any one of
these abominable customs which were committed be-
fore you, so that you do not defile yourselves by them:
I am the LORD your God.

MorMoral and Ceral and Ceremonial Lawsemonial Laws

And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 22 Speak
to all the congregation of the children of Israel,

and say to them: You shall be holy, for I the LORD your
God am holy.

33 Every one of you shall revere his mother and his fa-
ther, and you will keep My Sabbaths: I am the LORD
your God.

44 Do not turn to idols, nor make for yourselves cast
metal gods: I am the LORD your God.

55 When you offer a sacrifice of peace offerings to the
LORD , you shall offer it so that you might be accept-

ed. 66 It shall be eaten the same day you offer it or on
the next day, and if any remains until the third day, it
shall be burned in the fire. 77 If it is eaten at all on the
third day, then it is contaminated. It shall not be ac-
cepted. 88 Therefore everyone who eats it shall bear his
iniquity, because he has defiled what is holy of the
LORD , and that person shall be cut off from among
his people.

99 When you reap the harvest of your land, you shall
not reap up to the edge of your field, nor shall you
gather the gleanings of your harvest. 1010 You shall not
glean bare your vineyard, nor shall you gather every
fallen grape of your vineyard. You shall leave them for
the poor and stranger: I am the LORD your God.

1111 You shall not steal, nor deal falsely, nor lie to one
another.

1212 You shall not swear falsely by My name, and so de-
file the name of your God: I am the LORD .

1313 You shall not defraud your neighbor or rob him.
The wages of him who is hired shall not stay with you
all night until the morning.

1414 You shall not curse the deaf, nor put a stumbling
block before the blind, but you shall fear your God: I
am the LORD .

1515 You shall do no unrighteousness in a court. You
shall not be partial to the poor, nor honor the person
who is great, but in righteousness you shall judge
your neighbor.

1616 You shall not go around as a slanderer among
your people, nor shall you stand by while the life of
your neighbor is in danger: I am the LORD .

1717 You shall not hate your brother in your heart. You
shall surely reason honestly with your neighbor, and
not suffer sin because of him.

1818 You shall not take vengeance, nor bear any grudge
against the children of your people, but you shall love
your neighbor as yourself: I am the LORD .

1919 You shall keep My statutes.
You shall not let your livestock breed with a different

kind.
You shall not sow your field with mixed seed, nor

shall your garment be mixed from two types of fabric.
2020 Whoever lies with a slave woman who is betrothed

to another man and not yet ransomed or given free-
dom, compensation will be made. They shall not be
put to death, because she was not free. 2121 He shall
bring his guilt offering to the LORD at the entrance of
the tent of meeting, a ram for a guilt offering. 2222 The
priest shall make atonement for him with the ram of
the guilt offering before the LORD for his sin which he
has done, and he will be forgiven for the sin that he
has committed.

2323 When you come into the land and plant any kind of
tree for food, then you shall count the fruit as forbid-
den. †† Three years it shall be forbidden to you. It shall
not be eaten. 2424 But in the fourth year all the fruit shall
be holy and an offering of praise to the LORD . 2525 And

† Or uncircumcised.
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in the fifth year you shall eat of the fruit that it may
yield an increase to you: I am the LORD your God.

2626 You shall not eat anything with the blood in it, nor
shall you practice divination or fortune-telling.

2727 You shall not round the corners of the hair on your
head, nor shall you mar the edges of your beard.

2828 You shall not make any cuttings in your flesh for
the dead nor make any tattoo marks on yourselves: I
am the LORD .

2929 Do not prostitute your daughter and cause her to
be defiled, lest the land fall into whoredom and be-
come full of wickedness.

3030 You shall keep My Sabbaths and revere My sanctu-
ary: I am the LORD .

3131 Do not turn to spirits through mediums or necro-
mancers. Do not seek after them to be defiled by
them: I am the LORD your God.

3232 You shall rise up before a gray head, and honor
the face of an old man, and fear your God: I am the
LORD .

3333 When a foreigner sojourns with you in your land,
you shall not do him wrong. 3434 The foreigner who
dwells with you shall be to you as one born among
you, and you shall love him as yourself for you were
foreigners in the land of Egypt: I am the LORD your
God.

3535 You shall do no unrighteousness in judgment re-
garding measures in length, weight, or quantity. 3636 You
shall have honest balances, honest weights, an honest
ephah, †† and an honest hin: †††† I am the LORD your God,
who brought you out of the land of Egypt.

3737 Therefore you shall observe all My statutes and all
My judgments and do them: I am the LORD .

Penalties for Violating the LawPenalties for Violating the Law

Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 22 Again,
you shall say to the children of Israel: Whoever

from the children of Israel or from the foreigners who
sojourn in Israel who gives any of his children to
Molek, he shall surely be put to death. The people of
the land shall stone him. 33 I will set My face against
that man and will cut him off from among his people,
because he has given some of his descendants to
Molek to defile My sanctuary and to defile My holy
name. 44 If the people of the land in any way hide their
eyes from the man when he gives of his children to
Molek and do not put him to death, 55 then I will set My
face against that man and against his family; and I will
cut them off from their people, both him and those
who follow after him as whores after Molek.

66 The person who turns to spirits through mediums
and necromancers in order to whore after them, I will
even set My face against that person and will cut him
off from among his people.

† A dry measure of about 3/5 of a bushel, or 22 liters. †† A
liquid measure of about 1 gallon, or 3.8 liters.

77 Consecrate yourselves therefore, and be holy, for I
am the LORD your God. 88 You shall keep My statutes,
and do them; I am the LORD who sanctifies you.

99 For anyone who curses his father or his mother
shall be surely put to death. He has cursed his father
or his mother, and his blood guilt shall be upon him.

1010 If a man commits adultery with another man’s
wife, even he who commits adultery with his neigh-
bor’s wife, the adulterer and the adulteress shall sure-
ly be put to death.

1111 If a man lies with his father’s wife, he has exposed
his father’s nakedness. Both of them shall surely be
put to death. Their blood guilt shall be upon them.

1212 If a man lies with his daughter-in-law, both of
them shall surely be put to death. They have commit-
ted a perversion. Their blood guilt shall be upon them.

1313 If a man lies with another man as with a woman,
both of them have committed an abomination. They
shall surely be put to death. Their blood guilt shall be
upon them.

1414 If a man lies with a woman and also her mother, it
is wickedness. Both he and they shall be burned with
fire, so that there is no wickedness among you.

1515 If a man lies with an animal, he shall surely be put
to death, and you shall kill the animal.

1616 If a woman approaches an animal and lies with it,
you shall kill the woman and the animal. They shall
surely be put to death. Their blood guilt shall be upon
them.

1717 If a man lies with his sister, whether the daughter
of his father or mother, they have exposed each oth-
er’s nakedness; it is a wicked thing and they shall be
cut off from the sight of their people. He has exposed
his sister’s nakedness, and he shall bear his iniquity.

1818 If a man lies with a woman during her menstrual
period and exposes her nakedness, her fountain of
blood is then exposed. Both of them shall be cut off
from among their people.

1919 You shall not have relations with your mother’s sis-
ter or your father’s sister, for this is to expose the
nakedness of one’s relative. They shall bear their iniq-
uity.

2020 If a man lies with his uncle’s wife, he has exposed
his uncle’s nakedness. They shall bear their sin. They
shall die childless.

2121 If a man lies with his brother’s wife, it is impurity.
He has exposed his brother’s nakedness. They shall be
childless.

2222 You shall therefore keep all My statutes and all My
decrees and do them, so that the land to where I am
bringing you will not vomit you out. 2323 You shall not
walk in the customs of the nation that I am driving out
before you, for they committed all these things, and
therefore I abhorred them. 2424 But I have said to you:
You shall inherit their land, and I will give it to you to
possess it, a land that flows with milk and honey. I am
the LORD your God, who has separated you from oth-
er peoples.
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2525 You shall therefore make distinction between the
clean animal from the unclean, and the unclean fowl
from the clean, and you shall not make yourselves de-
testable by animal, or by fowl, or by any manner of liv-
ing thing that crawls on the ground, which I have sep-
arated from you as unclean. 2626 You shall be holy unto
Me; for I the LORD am holy and have separated you
from other peoples, that you should be Mine.

2727 A man or woman who speaks to spirits as a medi-
um or necromancer shall surely be put to death. They
shall stone them. Their blood guilt shall be upon them.

Rules for Priestly ConductRules for Priestly Conduct

Then the LORD said to Moses: Speak to the
priests, the sons of Aaron, and say to them:

None shall make himself unclean for the dead among
his people, 22 but for his closest relatives, that is, for his
mother, his father, his son, his daughter, his brother,
33 and his virgin sister (who is near him because she
has not had a husband), for her he may be made un-
clean. 44 And he shall not make himself unclean as a
husband among his people because of the deadbecause of the dead and
so defile himself.

55 They shall not make bald areas on their heads, nor
shall they shave off the edges of their beards, nor
make any cuts in their flesh. 66 They shall be holy unto
their God, and not profane the name of their God; for
they offer the offerings of the LORD made by fire, and
the food of their God. Therefore they shall be holy.

77 They shall not take a wife who is a whore or has
been defiled, nor shall they take a woman divorced
from her husband, for he is holy unto his God. 88 You
shall sanctify him, for he offers the food of your God.
He shall be holy to you, for I the LORD , who sanctifies
you, am holy.

99 The daughter of any priest, if she defiles herself by
being a whore, she also defiles her father. She shall be
burned with fire.

1010 He who is the high priest among his brothers, on
whose head the anointing oil was poured and who is
consecrated to wear the garments, shall not dishevel
his hair, nor tear his clothes; 1111 nor shall he approach
any dead body, nor make himself unclean, even for his
father or his mother; 1212 nor shall he go out of the sanc-
tuary, so as not to defile the sanctuary of his God, for
the consecration of the anointing oil of his God is up-
on him: I am the LORD .

1313 He shall take a wife in her virginity. 1414 A widow, or a
divorced woman, or a defiled woman, or a prostitute,
these he shall not marry. But he shall take for a wife a
virgin of his own people, 1515 so that he does not defile
his offspring among his people, for I am the LORD
who sanctifies him.

1616 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 1717 Speak to
Aaron, saying: None of your offspring in their genera-
tions who has any blemish may approach to offer the
food of his God. 1818 For whoever has a blemish, he shall
not approach, whether a blind or lame man, or one

who has a physical flaw on his face or a limb that is
too long, 1919 or a man who has a broken foot or broken
hand, 2020 or a hunchback, or a dwarf, or who has a de-
fect in his eye, or eczema or scabs, or is a eunuch.
2121 No man who has a blemish from the offspring of
Aaron the priest shall come near to offer the food of-
ferings of the LORD made by fire. He has a blemish; he
shall not come near to offer the bread of his God. 2222 He
shall eat the food of his God, both of the most holy
and of the holy. 2323 Only he shall not go in through the
veil or come to the altar, because he has a blemish, so
that he does not defile My sanctuaries, for I am the
LORD who sanctifies them.

2424 Moses spoke this to Aaron, and to his sons, and to
all the children of Israel.

Holy OfferingsHoly Offerings

And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 22 Speak
to Aaron and to his sons that they should be

very respectful with the holy things of the children of
Israel, and that they do not defile My holy name with
those things which the people have consecrated to
Me: I am the LORD .

33 Say to them: Whoever from your offspring through
your generations approaches the holy things, which
the children of Israel have dedicated to the LORD ,
while he has uncleanness, that person shall be cut off
from My presence: I am the LORD .

44 If a man of the offspring of Aaron is a leper or has a
discharge, he shall not eat of the holy offerings until
he is clean. And whoever touches anything that is un-
clean by contact with the dead or a man who had an
emission of semen, 55 or whoever touches any crawling
thing whereby he may be made unclean, or a man
from whom he may receive uncleanness, whatever un-
cleanness he has, 66 the person who has touched any
such thing shall be unclean until evening, and shall
not eat of the holy things unless he washes his body
with water. 77 When the sun goes down, he shall be
clean, and afterward he shall eat of the holy things,
because it is his food. 88 That which dies of itself or is
torn by animals he shall not eat, becoming unclean by
it: I am the LORD .

99 They shall therefore keep My ordinance, lest they
bear sin from it and therefore die if they defile it: I am
the LORD who sanctifies them.

1010 There shall be no outsider †† who eats of a holy
thing, whether a foreign guest of the priest or a hired
servant, he shall not eat of a holy offering. 1111 But if a
priest buys a person with his money, the person ac-
quired shall eat of it, and he that is born in his house
shall eat of his food. 1212 If the priest’s daughter marries
an outsider, she may not eat of an offering of the holy
things. 1313 But if the priest’s daughter is a widow or di-
vorced, and has no child and has returned to her fa-
ther’s house as in her youth, she may eat of her fa-
ther’s food; but no outsider may eat of it.

† Or a stranger.
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1414 If a man eats the holy thing unwittingly, then he
shall add a fifth of the value to it and shall give the
holy thing to the priest. 1515 They shall not defile the holy
things of the children of Israel, which they offer to the
LORD , 1616 and cause them to suffer and to bear the in-
iquity of guilt when they eat their holy things, for I am
the LORD who sanctifies them.

Acceptable OfferingsAcceptable Offerings
1717 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 1818 Speak to

Aaron, and to his sons, and to all the children of Israel,
and say to them: Whoever from the house of Israel or
from the foreigners in Israel who offers his burnt of-
fering for any vows or freewill offerings that he offers
to the LORD , 1919 then if it is to be accepted for you, the
offering shall be a male without blemish, a bull, sheep,
or goat. 2020 But whatever has a blemish you shall not of-
fer, for it shall not be acceptable for you. 2121 Whoever
offers a sacrifice of peace offerings to the LORD to ful-
fill his vow or a freewill offering, whether from the
herd or flock, to be accepted it shall be perfect, with
no blemish on it. 2222 Blind, or disabled, or maimed, or
having an ulcer or eczema or scabs, you shall not offer
these to the LORD , nor make a food offering by fire
on the altar to the LORD . 2323 A herd animal or a flock
animal that has a limb that is too long or short you
may offer for a freewill offering, but for a vow it shall
not be accepted. 2424 You shall not offer to the LORD an
animal that is bruised or crushed or torn or cut; nor
shall you make any offering of them in your land.
2525 Nor from a foreigner shall you offer an animal as the
food of your God, because a blemish is in them from
their mutilation. They shall not be accepted for you.

2626 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 2727 When an ox,
or a sheep, or a goat is born, then it shall be seven
days with its mother, and from the eighth day and
thereafter it shall be accepted for a food offering
made by fire to the LORD . 2828 But you shall not slaugh-
ter on the same day an ox or a sheep and her young.

2929 When you offer a sacrifice of thanksgiving to the
LORD , offer it so that it may be accepted. 3030 On the
same day it shall be eaten. You shall leave none of it
until the next day: I am the LORD .

3131 Therefore you shall keep My commandments and
do them: I am the LORD . 3232 You shall not defile My
holy name, but I will be sanctified among the children
of Israel: I am the LORD who sanctifies you, 3333 who
brought you out of the land of Egypt, to be your God: I
am the LORD .

The Appointed FeastsThe Appointed Feasts

And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 22 Speak
to the children of Israel, and say to them: Con-

cerning the feasts of the LORD that you shall proclaim
to be holy convocations, these are My appointed
feasts.

The SabbathThe Sabbath
33 For six days work shall be done, but the seventh

day is the Sabbath of complete rest, a holy convoca-
tion. You shall do no work. It is the Sabbath of the
LORD in all your dwellings.

The PassoThe Passover and the Feast of Unleavened Brver and the Feast of Unleavened Breadead
Ex 12:14–20; Nu 28:16–25; Dt 16:1–8

44 These are the appointed feasts of the LORD , holy
convocations which you shall proclaim in their ap-
pointed times. 55 On the fourteenth day of the first
month at evening is the LORD ’s Passover. 66 On the fif-
teenth day of the same month is the Feast of Unleav-
ened Bread to the LORD . For seven days you must eat
unleavened bread. 77 On the first day you shall have a
holy convocation. You shall do no regular work. 88 But
you shall offer a food offering made by fire to the
LORD for seven days. On the seventh day is a holy con-
vocation. You shall do no regular work.

Offering the First FruitsOffering the First Fruits
99 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 1010 Speak to the

children of Israel, and say to them: When you have
come into the land that I am giving to you and reap its
harvest, then you shall bring a sheaf bundle of the
first fruits of your harvest to the priest. 1111 And he shall
wave the sheaf before the LORD so that you may be
accepted. On the day after the Sabbath the priest shall
wave it. 1212 You shall offer that day when you wave the
sheaf a year-old male lamb without blemish for a
burnt offering to the LORD . 1313 The grain offering shall
be two-tenths of an ephah †† of wheat flour mixed with
oil, a food offering made by fire to the LORD for a
pleasing aroma; its drink offering shall be of wine, a
fourth of a hin. ††††1414 You shall eat neither bread nor
grain, parched or fresh, until the same day that you
have brought an offering to your God. It shall be a
perpetual statute throughout your generations in all
your dwellings.

The Feast of WThe Feast of Weekseeks
Nu 28:26–31; Dt 16:9–12

1515 You shall count seven full weeks from the next day
after the Sabbath, from the day that you brought the
sheaf bundle of the wave offering. 1616 You shall count
fifty days to the day after the seventh Sabbath; then
you shall offer a new grain offering to the LORD .
1717 You shall bring out of your habitations two wave
loaves of two-tenths of an ephah. They shall be of
wheat flour, baked with leaven. They are the first fruits
to the LORD . 1818 You shall offer with the bread seven
lambs without blemish of the first year, one bull, and
two rams. They shall be for a burnt offering to the
LORD , with their grain offering and their drink offer-

† Likely about 7 pounds, or 3.2 kilograms; and in v. 17. ††
About 1 quart, or 1 liter.
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ings, that is, a food offering made by fire, of a pleasing
aroma to the LORD . 1919 Then you shall sacrifice one
male goat for a sin offering, and two lambs of the first
year for a sacrifice of peace offerings. 2020 The priest
shall wave them with the bread of the first fruits for a
wave offering before the LORD with the two lambs.
They shall be holy to the LORD for the priest. 2121 You
shall make a proclamation on the same day and shall
hold a holy convocation. You shall do no regular work.
It shall be a perpetual statute in all your dwellings
throughout your generations.

2222 When you reap the harvest of your land, you shall
not reap your field up to the edge, nor shall you gath-
er any gleaning of your harvest. You shall leave them
to the poor and to the foreigner: I am the LORD your
God.

The Feast of TThe Feast of Trumpetsrumpets
Nu 29:1–6

2323 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 2424 Speak to the
children of Israel, saying: In the seventh month, on the
first day of the month, you shall have a sabbath, a
memorial with the blowing of trumpets, a holy convo-
cation. 2525 You shall do no regular work, and you shall
offer a food offering made by fire to the LORD .

The Day of AtonementThe Day of Atonement
Lev 16:2–34; Nu 29:7–11

2626 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 2727 Also on the
tenth day of this seventh month there shall be the Day
of Atonement. It shall be a holy convocation to you,
and you shall humble yourselves, and offer a food of-
fering made by fire to the LORD . 2828 You shall do no
work on that same day, for it is the Day of Atonement
to make atonement for you before the LORD your
God. 2929 For whoever is not humbled on that same day,
he shall be cut off from among his people. 3030 And who-
ever does any work in that same day, that person I will
destroy from among his people. 3131 You shall do no
manner of work. It shall be a perpetual statute
throughout your generations in all your dwellings. 3232 It
shall be to you a sabbath of complete rest, and you
shall afflict your souls. On the ninth day of the month
starting at the evening, from evening to evening, you
shall celebrate your sabbath.

The Feast of TThe Feast of Tabernaclesabernacles
Nu 29:12–39; Dt 16:13–17

3333 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 3434 Speak to the
children of Israel, saying: The fifteenth day of this sev-
enth month shall be the Feast of Tabernacles for seven
days to the LORD . 3535 On the first day shall be a holy
convocation. You shall do no regular work. 3636 For seven
days you shall offer food offerings made by fire to the
LORD . On the eighth day it shall be a holy convocation
to you, and you shall offer a food offering made by fire
to the LORD . It is a solemn assembly, and you shall do
no regular work.

3737 These are the appointed feasts of the LORD , which
you shall proclaim to be holy convocations, to offer a
food offering made by fire to the LORD , burnt offer-
ings and grain offerings, sacrifices and drink offerings,
each on its proper day, 3838 besides the Sabbaths of the
LORD , besides your gifts, besides all your vows, and
besides all your freewill offerings which you give to
the LORD ,

3939 On the fifteenth day of the seventh month, when
you have gathered in the produce of the land, you
shall keep a feast to the LORD for seven days. On the
first day shall be a sabbath, and on the eighth day
shall be a sabbath. 4040 You shall take on the first day the
branches of majestic trees—branches of palm trees,
branches of leafy trees, and willows from a brook, and
you shall rejoice before the LORD your God for seven
days. 4141 You shall keep it as a feast to the LORD for sev-
en days in the year. It shall be a perpetual statute in
your generations. You shall celebrate it in the seventh
month. 4242 You shall dwell in booths for seven days. All
who are native children of Israel shall dwell in booths,
4343 that your generations may know that I made the
children of Israel dwell in booths when I brought them
out of the land of Egypt: I am the LORD your God.

4444 Moses declared to the children of Israel the feasts
of the LORD .

The TThe Tabernacle Lampsabernacle Lamps
Ex 27:20–21

And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 22 Com-
mand the children of Israel that they bring to

you pure olive oil beaten for the lamp, to cause the
lamps to burn continually. 33 Outside the veil of the
sanctuary, in the tent of meeting, Aaron shall arrange
it continually, from the evening until the morning be-
fore the LORD . It shall be a perpetual statute in your
generations. 44 He shall arrange the lamps continually
on the pure goldgold lampstand before the LORD .

The BrThe Bread of the Tead of the Tabernacleabernacle
55 You shall take wheat flour and bake twelve cakes.

Two-tenths of an ephah †† shall be in each cake. 66 You
shall set them in two rows, six in a row, on the pure
goldgold table before the LORD . 77 You shall put pure frank-
incense on each row, so that it may be on the bread
for a memorial, a food offering made by fire to the
LORD . 88 Every Sabbath he shall set it in order continu-
ally before the LORD , with the portion taken from the
children of Israel by a perpetual covenant. 99 It shall be
for Aaron and his sons, and they shall eat it in a holy
place, for it is most holy to him of the food offerings of
the LORD made by fire by a perpetual statute.

The Punishment for BlasphemyThe Punishment for Blasphemy
1010 The son of an Israelite woman, whose father was

an Egyptian, went out among the children of Israel,

† Likely about 7 pounds, or 3.2 kilograms.
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and this son of the Israelite woman and a man of Is-
rael fought together in the camp. 1111 And the Israelite
woman’s son blasphemed the name of the LORD and
cursed. And they brought him to Moses. (His mother’s
name was Shelomith, the daughter of Dibri, of the
tribe of Dan.) 1212 And they put him in custody, so that
the words of the LORD might be shown to them.

1313 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 1414 Bring outside
the camp him who has cursed, and let all who heard
him lay their hands on his head, and let the entire con-
gregation stone him. 1515 You shall speak to the children
of Israel, saying: Whoever curses his God shall bear his
sin. 1616 Whoever blasphemes the name of the LORD , he
shall surely be put to death, and the entire congrega-
tion shall certainly stone him. The foreigner as well as
the native in the land, when he blasphemes the name,
then he shall be put to death.

1717 Whoever kills any man shall surely be put to death.
1818 Whoever kills an animal shall make restitution, ani-
mal for animal. 1919 If anyone causes injury to his neigh-
bor, as he has done, so shall it be done to him, 2020 frac-
ture for fracture, eye for eye, tooth for tooth; as he has
caused an injury to another, so shall it be done to him.
2121 Whoever kills an animal shall make restitution. And
whoever kills a man shall be put to death. 2222 You shall
have one manner of law for the foreigner as for the
native, for I am the LORD your God.

2323 So Moses spoke to the children of Israel, and they
brought outside the camp him who had cursed, and
stoned him. And the children of Israel did as the LORD
commanded Moses.

The Sabbath YThe Sabbath Yearear

Then the LORD spoke to Moses on Mount Sinai,
saying: 22 Speak to the children of Israel, and say

to them: When you come into the land that I give you,
the land shall keep a sabbath to the LORD . 33 For six
years you shall sow your field, and six years you shall
prune your vineyard and gather in its fruit, 44 but in the
seventh year there shall be a sabbath of complete rest
for the land, a sabbath for the LORD . You shall neither
sow your field nor prune your vineyard. 55 That which
grows by itself from your harvest you shall not reap,
nor gather the grapes of your unpruned vines, for it is
a year of complete rest for the land. 66 The sabbath pro-
duce of the land shall be food for you: for you, and for
your male and female servants, and for your hired ser-
vant, and for your stranger who sojourns with you,
77 and for your livestock, and for the wild animals in
your land, shall all its increase be food.

The YThe Year of Jubileeear of Jubilee
Dt 15:1–11; Ex 21:2–11; Dt 15:12–18

88 You shall count seven sabbathsabbath weeks of years, sev-
en times seven years, and the time of the seven sab-
baths of years shall be to you forty-nine years. 99 Then
you shall sound the horn blasts on the tenth day of
the seventh month. On the Day of Atonement you

shall make the sound of the horn throughout all your
land. 1010 You shall consecrate the fiftieth year, and pro-
claim liberty throughout all the land to all the inhabi-
tants. It shall be a Jubilee to you, and each of you shall
return to his possession, and every person shall return
to his family. 1111 That fiftieth year will be a Jubilee for
you. You shall neither sow nor reap that which grows
by itself, nor gather the grapes of your unpruned
vines. 1212 For it is the Jubilee. It shall be holy to you. You
shall eat the produce of the field.

1313 In the Year of Jubilee you shall return to your prop-
erty.

1414 If you sell anything to your neighbor or buy any-
thing from your neighbor, you shall not oppress one
another. 1515 According to the number of years after the
Jubilee you shall pay your neighbor, and according to
the number of years of the crops he shall sell to you.
1616 According to the increase of years you shall increase
the price, and according to the decrease of years you
shall diminish the price of it. For he shall sell to you ac-
cording to the number of years of crops. 1717 You shall
not therefore oppress one another, but you shall fear
your God. For I am the LORD your God.

1818 Therefore you shall do My statutes, and keep My
decrees, and do them, and you shall dwell securely in
the land. 1919 The land shall yield its fruit, and you shall
eat your fill and live securely in it. 2020 If you shall say,
“What shall we eat in the seventh year, if we shall not
sow nor gather in our crop?” 2121 then I will command
My blessing upon you in the sixth year, and it shall
bring forth produce for three years. 2222 You shall sow in
the eighth year, and eat yet of old crops until the ninth
year until its crops come in for you.

Redemption of PrRedemption of Propertyoperty
2323 The land shall not be permanently sold, for the

land is Mine. For you are foreigners and sojourners
with Me. 2424 In all the land of your possession you shall
grant a redemption for the land.

2525 If your brother becomes poor and has sold some
of his possession, then his nearest redeemer will come
to redeem it, and buy back that which his brother sold.
2626 If the man has none to redeem it, but he himself is
able to redeem it, 2727 then let him count the years since
the sale and pay back the balance to the man to whom
he sold it, so that he may return to his property. 2828 But
if he is not able to restore it to himself, then that which
he sold shall remain in the hand of him who has
bought it until the Year of Jubilee, and in the Jubilee it
shall be released, and he shall return to his posses-
sion.

2929 If a man sells a house in a walled city, then he may
redeem it within a year after it is sold, within a full
year he may have the right to buy it back. 3030 If it is not
redeemed within the time of a full year, then the
house that is in the walled city shall be given perma-
nently to him who bought it throughout his genera-
tions. It shall not be returned in the Jubilee. 3131 But the
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houses of the villages that have no wall around them
shall be counted as the fields of the land. They may be
redeemed, and they shall be returned in the Jubilee.

3232 For the cities of the Levites, they may redeem at
any time the houses in the cities that they possess. 3333 If
a Levite purchases back the house that was sold in the
city of his possession, then it shall be returned in the
Jubilee. For the houses of the cities of the Levites are
their possession among the children of Israel. 3434 But
the fields of the land of their cities may not be sold, for
they are their perpetual possession.

Helping the PoorHelping the Poor
3535 If your brother becomes poor and cannot maintain

himself with you, then you shall support him as if he
were a foreigner or a sojourner, so that he may live
with you. 3636 Take no usury or interest from him; but
fear your God, so that your brother may live with you.
3737 You shall not lend him your money at interest, nor
lend him your food for profit. 3838 I am the LORD your
God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, to give
you the land of Canaan and to be your God.

The Law About SlaveryThe Law About Slavery
3939 If your brother who dwells near you becomes poor

and sells himself to you, you shall not compel him to
serve as a bondservant. 4040 But as a hired servant and
as a sojourner he shall be with you. He shall serve you
until the Year of Jubilee. 4141 And then he shall depart
from you, both he and his children with him, and he
shall return to his own family and to the possession of
his fathers. 4242 For they are My servants, whom I
brought out of the land of Egypt. They shall not be
sold as slaves. 4343 You shall not rule over him with
harshness, but you shall fear your God.

4444 Both your male and female slaves, whom you may
have, they shall be bought from the nations that are
around you. 4545 Moreover of the foreigners who sojourn
among you and of their families who are with you,
who were born in your land, you may also buy from
them, and they may be your possession. 4646 You may
take them as an inheritance for your children after
you, for their possession. They shall be your slaves for-
ever. But over your brothers, the children of Israel, you
shall not rule over one another with rigor.

4747 If a sojourner or foreigner becomes rich by you,
and your brother who dwells beside him becomes
poor and sells himself to the foreigner or sojourner
with you, or to a member of the stranger’s family,
4848 then after he is sold he may be redeemed again.
One of his brothers may redeem him, 4949 or either his
uncle or his cousin may redeem him, or any who is
near of kin to him of his family may redeem him. Or if
he is able, he may redeem himself. 5050 He shall calculate
with him who bought him from the year that he was
sold to the Year of Jubilee, and the price of his sale
shall be according to the number of years, according

to the time of a hired servant. 5151 If there are still many
years left until the Jubileeuntil the Jubilee , he shall pay the price pro-
portionately for his redemption as some of the price
that he was bought for. 5252 If there remain but a few
years until the Year of Jubilee, then he shall calculate
and pay the price proportionately for his redemption
according to his years of service. 5353 As a yearly hired
servant he shall be treated, and the other shall not
rule harshly over him in your sight.

5454 If he is not redeemed in these years, then he shall
go out in the Year of Jubilee, both he and his children
with him. 5555 For to Me the children of Israel are ser-
vants. They are My servants whom I brought out of
the land of Egypt: I am the LORD your God.

ReRewarwards for Obedienceds for Obedience

You shall not make for yourselves idols; neither
set up a carved image nor a standing stone, nor

shall you set up any sculpted stone in your land to
bow down to it, for I am the LORD your God.

22 You shall keep My Sabbaths and reverence My
sanctuary: I am the LORD .

33 If you walk in My statutes and keep My command-
ments and do them, 44 then I will give you rain in due
season, and the land shall yield its increase, and the
trees of the field shall yield their fruit. 55 Your threshing
shall last till the grape harvest, and the grape harvest
shall last till the time for sowing, and you shall eat
your bread till you are full and dwell in your land safe-
ly.

66 I will give peace in the land, and you shall lie down
for sleepfor sleep , and none shall make you afraid; I will re-
move harmful beasts from the land, and the sword
shall not go through your land. 77 You shall chase your
enemies, and they shall fall before you by the sword.
88 Five of you shall chase a hundred, and a hundred of
you shall put ten thousand to flight, and your enemies
shall fall before you by the sword.

99 I will turn toward you and make you fruitful and
multiply you, and I will confirm My covenant with you.
1010 You shall eat the old harvest long stored, and clear
out the old to make way for the new. 1111 I will set My
tabernacle among you, and I shall not abhor you. 1212 I
will walk among you, and I will be your God, and you
shall be My people. 1313 I am the LORD your God, who
brought you out of the land of Egypt, that you should
not be their slaves, and I have broken the bars of your
yoke and made you walk upright.

Punishment for DisobediencePunishment for Disobedience
1414 But if you will not listen to Me, and will not do all

these commandments, 1515 if you despise My statutes,
or if you abhor My judgments, so that you will not do
all My commandments, but you break My covenant,
1616 then I will do this to you: I will visit you with terror,
with wasting disease, and with a fever that shall con-
sume the eyes and cause sorrow of heart, and you
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shall sow your seed in vain, for your enemies shall eat
it. 1717 I will set My face against you, and you shall be
slain before your enemies. They that hate you shall
reign over you, and you shall flee when none pursues
you.

1818 If you will not yet listen to Me after all this, then I
will punish you seven times more for your sins. 1919 I will
break the pride of your power, and I will make your
heaven as iron and your land as bronze. 2020 Your
strength shall be spent in vain, for your land shall not
yield her increase, nor shall the trees of the land yield
their fruits.

2121 If you continue to walk contrary to Me and will not
listen to Me, I will bring seven times more plagues up-
on you according to your sins. 2222 I will also send wild
beasts among you, which shall rob you of your chil-
dren, destroy your livestock, and make you few in
number. And your roads shall be desolate.

2323 And if by these things you are not turned to Me,
but walk contrary to Me, 2424 then I will also walk con-
trary to you and will punish you yet seven times for
your sins. 2525 I will bring a sword upon you that shall ex-
tract vengeance for My covenant. And when you are
gathered together within your cities, I will send pesti-
lence among you, and you shall be delivered into the
hand of the enemy. 2626 When I have broken the supply
of your bread, ten women shall bake your bread in
one oven, and they shall ration your bread again by
weight, and you shall eat and not be satisfied.

2727 If you will not listen to Me for all this, but walk con-
trary to Me, 2828 then I will walk contrary to you also in
fury, and I Myself will chastise you seven times for
your sins. 2929 You shall eat the flesh of your sons and
the flesh of your daughters. 3030 I will destroy your high
places, and cut down your images, and cast your fu-
neral offerings on the lifeless forms of your idols, and
I shall abhor you. 3131 I will make your cities a waste and
bring your sanctuaries to desolation, and I will not
smell the savor of your fragrant offerings. 3232 I will
bring the land into desolation, and your enemies that
dwell there shall be astonished at it. 3333 I will scatter you
among the nations and I will draw out a sword after
you. And your land shall be desolate and your cities a
waste. 3434 Then the land shall enjoy its sabbaths as long
as it lies desolate, while you are in your enemies’ land;
then the land shall rest and enjoy its sabbaths. 3535 As
long as it lies desolate it shall rest because it did not
rest during your sabbaths when you lived upon it.

3636 And on those who are left alive of you I will send
faintness into their hearts in the lands of their ene-
mies; and the sound of a shaken leaf shall make them
flee, and they shall flee as from a sword, and they shall
fall when no one pursues. 3737 They shall fall one upon
one another, as to escape before the sword, though
no one pursues, and you shall have no power to stand
before your enemies. 3838 You shall perish among the
nations, and the land of your enemies shall consume
you. 3939 And those who are left of you shall rot away in

their iniquity in your enemies’ lands, and also because
of the iniquities of their fathers, they shall rot away
with them.

4040 But if they confess their iniquity, and the iniquity of
their fathers, with their treachery that they committed
against Me, and also that they have walked contrary to
Me, 4141 and that I also have walked contrary to them
and have brought them into the land of their enemies;
if then their uncircumcised hearts are humbled, and
they then accept the punishment of their iniquity,
4242 then will I remember My covenant with Jacob, and
also My covenant with Isaac, and also My covenant
with Abraham, and I will remember the land. 4343 But the
land shall be abandoned by them, and enjoy its sab-
baths while it lies desolate without them. They shall
make amends for their iniquity, because they despised
My judgments and because they abhorred My
statutes. 4444 Yet for all that, when they are in the land of
their enemies, I will not cast them away, nor will I ab-
hor them to destroy them utterly and to break My
covenant with them, for I am the LORD their God.
4545 But for their sake I will remember the covenant with
their fathers, whom I brought out of the land of Egypt
in the sight of the nations, that I might be their God: I
am the LORD .

4646 These are the statutes and judgments and laws
that the LORD made between Himself and the children
of Israel on Mount Sinai by the hand of Moses.

Laws About VLaws About Voowsws

And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 22 Speak
to the children of Israel, and say to them: When

a man makes a special vow to the LORD based on the
equivalent value †† of persons, 33 then the equivalent val-
ue of a male from twenty to sixty years old shall be
fifty shekels †††† of silver, according to the sanctuary
shekel. ‡‡44 If the person is a female, then the equivalent
value shall be thirty shekels. ‡†‡†55 If the person is five to
twenty years old, then the equivalent value shall be
twenty shekels ‡‡‡‡ for a male and ten shekels ‡‡†‡‡† for a fe-
male. 66 If the person is one month to five years old,
then the equivalent value shall be five shekels ‡‡‡‡‡‡ for a
male and three shekels §§ of silver for a female. 77 If the
person is sixty years old or older, then the equivalent
value shall be fifteen shekels §†§† for a male and ten
shekels for a female. 88 But if he is too poor to afforto affordd
the equivalent value, then he shall present himself be-
fore the priest and the priest shall set his value. Ac-
cording to what the person making the vow can af-
ford, so the priest shall set his value.

99 And if it be an animal, of which men bring an offer-
ing to the LORD , all that any man gives of such to the

† Shorthand for the formula in Lev 5:15. †† About 11/4
pounds, or 575 grams; and in v. 16. ‡ About 2/5 ounce, or 12
grams; and in v. 25. ‡† About 12 ounces, or 345 grams. ‡‡
About 8 ounces, or 230 grams. ‡‡† About 4 ounces, or 115 grams;
and in v. 7. ‡‡‡ About 2 ounces, or 58 grams. § About 11/4
ounces, or 35 grams. §† About 6 ounces, or 175 grams.
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LORD shall be holy. 1010 He shall not exchange it nor sub-
stitute it, good for bad or bad for good. If he in fact
substitutes an animal for another, then both it and its
substitute shall be holy. 1111 If it is any sort of unclean
animal that is not permitted as an offering to the
LORD , then he shall present the animal before the
priest. 1212 And the priest shall set its value, whether
good or bad; according to the equivalent value set by
the priest, so shall it be. 1313 But if he plans on redeem-
ing it, then he shall add one-fifth to the equivalent val-
ue.

1414 When a man consecrates his house as holy to the
LORD , then the priest shall set its value, whether
good or bad, according to the equivalent value set by
the priest, so shall it be established. 1515 If he who conse-
crates the house should redeem it, then he shall add
one-fifth to its equivalent value, and it shall be his.

1616 If a man shall consecrate to the LORD some of his
land, then the equivalent value shall be according to
the seed needed to soneeded to sow itw it : fifty shekels of silver per
homer †† of barley seed. 1717 If he consecrates his field
from the Year of Jubilee, the equivalent value shall stay
fixed, 1818 but if he consecrates his field after the Jubilee,
then the priest shall calculate for him the price accord-
ing to the years that remain until the nenextxt Year of Ju-
bilee, and the equivalent value shall be reduced. 1919 And
if he who consecrated the field plans on redeeming it,
then he shall add one-fifth to the equivalent value, and
it will be established as his. 2020 If he does not redeem
the field, but rather sells the field to another man, it
may not be redeemed again. 2121 But when the field is
released in the Jubilee, it shall be holy to the LORD as a
devoted field; it shall become the possession of the
priest.

2222 If a man consecrates to the LORD a field that he
purchased, which is not part of his land property,

† Likely about 300 pounds, or 135 kilograms.

2323 then the priest shall calculate for him the amount of
the valuation, up to the Year of Jubilee, and he shall
give your valuation on that day as a holy thing to the
LORD . 2424 In the Year of Jubilee the field shall return to
the one from whom it was bought, to him to whom
the property of land belongs. 2525 All your estimations
shall be according to the shekel of the sanctuary:
Twenty gerahs †††† shall be one shekel.

2626 A firstborn of animals, which as firstborn belongs
to the LORD , no man may consecrate; whether ox or
sheep, it is the LORD ’s. 2727 If it is among the unclean
animals, then he shall ransom it at the equivalent val-
ue and shall add one-fifth to it, but if it is not re-
deemed, then it shall be sold at the equivalent value.

2828 Anything that a man shall devote to the LORD from
all that he has, whether human, animal, or land, shall
not be sold or redeemed. Every devoted thing is most
holy to the LORD .

2929 No one devoted of men, who shall be doomed to
death, shall be redeemed; he shall surely be put to
death.

3030 Any tithe of the land, whether seed of the land or
fruit of the trees, belongs to the LORD . It is holy to the
LORD . 3131 If a man plans on redeeming some of his
tithe, he shall add one-fifth to it. 3232 Any tithe of herd or
flock, all that passes under the countingcounting staff, the
tenth one shall be holy to the LORD . 3333 A person shall
not differentiate between good or bad, nor shall he
make a substitute for it, but if he does, then both it
and its substitute shall be holy. It shall not be re-
deemed.

3434 These are the commandments that the LORD com-
manded Moses for the children of Israel on Mount
Sinai.

†† About 1/50 ounce or 0.6 gram.
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NUMBERSNUMBERS
Numbers was probably written between 1440 and 1400 BC. Jewish tradition and the New Testament writers at-
tribute this book to Moses. Its theme is the wilderness wanderings. The setting for this book begins at Mount
Sinai and includes Kadesh, Mount Hor, the plains of Moab, the Sinai desert, and concludes at the boundaries of
Canaan—the Promised Land. The first part of the book concludes the record of the experiences at Sinai, while
the major part of Numbers recounts the nearly forty years of wandering in the wilderness. Numbers reveals
God not only as the Holy One who cannot ignore rebellion or unbelief, but also as the God who keeps His
covenant and patiently provides for His people, even in their rebellion.

IsrIsrael’ael’s First Censuss First Census

And the LORD spoke to Moses in the Wilderness
of Sinai in the tent of meeting on the first day of

the second month in the second year after they went
out from the land of Egypt, saying: 22 Take the sum of
all the congregation of the children of Israel, after
their families, by the house of their fathers, with the
number of their names, every male by their polls,
33 from twenty years old and upward, all who are able
to go out to war in Israel. You and Aaron will number
them by their armies. 44 With you there will be a man of
every tribe, each one the head of his father’s house.
55 These are the names of the men who will stand with
you:

of the tribe of Reuben, Elizur the son of Shedeur;
66 of Simeon, Shelumiel the son of Zurishaddai;
77 of Judah, Nahshon the son of Amminadab;
88 of Issachar, Nethanel the son of Zuar;
99 of Zebulun, Eliab the son of Helon;
1010 of the children of Joseph:
of Ephraim, Elishama the son of Ammihud;
of Manasseh, Gamaliel the son of Pedahzur;

1111 of Benjamin, Abidan the son of Gideoni;
1212 of Dan, Ahiezer the son of Ammishaddai;
1313 of Asher, Pagiel the son of Okran;
1414 of Gad, Eliasaph the son of Deuel;
1515 of Naphtali, Ahira the son of Enan.

1616 These were the renowned of the congregation,
leaders of the tribes of their fathers, heads of thou-
sands in Israel.

1717 Moses and Aaron took these men who had been
mentioned by name, 1818 and they assembled all the
congregation on the first day of the second month,
and they declared their pedigrees according to their
families, by the house of their fathers, according to
the number of the names, from twenty years old and
upward, by their polls. 1919 As the LORD commanded
Moses, so he numbered them in the Wilderness of
Sinai.

2020 The children of Reuben, the oldest son of Israel,

by their generations, after their families, by the
house of their fathers, according to the number of
the names, by their polls, every male from twenty
years old and upward, all who were able to go out
to war, 2121 those who were numbered of them,
even of the tribe of Reuben, were forty-six thou-
sand five hundred.

2222 Of the children of Simeon,
by their generations, after their families, by the
house of their fathers, those who were numbered
of them, according to the number of the names,
by their polls, every male from twenty years old
and upward, all who were able to go out to war,
2323 those who were numbered of them, even of the
tribe of Simeon, were fifty-nine thousand three
hundred.

2424 Of the children of Gad,
by their generations, after their families, by the
house of their fathers, according to the number of
the names, from twenty years old and upward, all
who were able to go out to war, 2525 those who were
numbered of them, even of the tribe of Gad, were
forty-five thousand six hundred and fifty.

2626 Of the children of Judah,
by their generations, after their families, by the
house of their fathers, according to the number of
the names, from twenty years old and upward, all
who were able to go out to war, 2727 those who were
numbered of them, even of the tribe of Judah,
were seventy-four thousand six hundred.

2828 Of the children of Issachar,
by their generations, after their families, by the
house of their fathers, according to the number of
the names, from twenty years old and upward, all
who were able to go out to war, 2929 those who were
numbered of them, even of the tribe of Issachar,
were fifty-four thousand four hundred.

3030 Of the children of Zebulun,
by their generations, after their families, by the
house of their fathers, according to the number of
the names, from twenty years old and upward, all
who were able to go out to war, 3131 those who were
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numbered of them, even of the tribe of Zebulun,
were fifty-seven thousand four hundred.

3232 Of the children of Joseph,
namely, of the children of Ephraim,
by their generations, after their families, by the
house of their fathers, according to the number of
the names, from twenty years old and upward, all
who were able to go out to war, 3333 those who were
numbered of them, even of the tribe of Ephraim,
were forty thousand five hundred.

3434 Of the children of Manasseh,
by their generations, after their families, by the
house of their fathers, according to the number of
the names, from twenty years old and upward, all
who were able to go out to war, 3535 those who were
numbered of them, even of the tribe of Manasseh,
were thirty-two thousand two hundred.

3636 Of the children of Benjamin,
by their generations, after their families, by the
house of their fathers, according to the number of
the names, from twenty years old and upward, all
who were able to go out to war, 3737 those who were
numbered of them, even of the tribe of Benjamin,
were thirty-five thousand four hundred.

3838 Of the children of Dan,
by their generations, after their families, by the
house of their fathers, according to the number of
the names, from twenty years old and upward, all
who were able to go out to war, 3939 those who were
numbered of them, even of the tribe of Dan, were
sixty-two thousand seven hundred.

4040 Of the children of Asher,
by their generations, after their families, by the
house of their fathers, according to the number of
the names, from twenty years old and upward, all
who were able to go out to war, 4141 those who were
numbered of them, even of the tribe of Asher,
were forty-one thousand five hundred.

4242 Of the children of Naphtali,
by their generations, after their families, by the
house of their fathers, according to the number of
the names, from twenty years old and upward, all
who were able to go out to war, 4343 those who were
numbered of them, even of the tribe of Naphtali,
were fifty-three thousand four hundred.

4444 These are those who were numbered, which
Moses and Aaron numbered, and the leaders of Israel,
being twelve men. Each one was for the house of his
fathers. 4545 So were all those who were numbered of
the children of Israel, by the house of their fathers,
from twenty years old and upward, all who were able
to go out to war in Israel. 4646 Even all they who were
numbered were six hundred and three thousand five
hundred and fifty.

4747 But the Levites after the tribe of their fathers were
not numbered among them. 4848 For the LORD had spo-
ken to Moses, saying: 4949 Only you will not number the
tribe of Levi, nor take the census of them among the

children of Israel, 5050 but you will appoint the Levites
over the tent of the testimony, and over all its vessels,
and over all things that belong to it. They will carry the
tabernacle, and all its vessels, and they will minister to
it, and will camp around the tabernacle. 5151 When the
tabernacle sets out, the Levites will take it down, and
when the tabernacle is to be set up, the Levites will set
it up, and the foreigner that approaches will be put to
death. 5252 The children of Israel will pitch their tents,
every man by his own camp, and every man by his
own standard, throughout their armies. 5353 But the
Levites will camp around the tabernacle of the testi-
mony, so there will be no wrath on the congregation
of the children of Israel. And the Levites will keep the
charge of the tabernacle of the testimony.

5454 Thus the children of Israel did according to all that
the LORD commanded Moses.

TTribes and Leaders bribes and Leaders by Armiesy Armies

And the LORD spoke to Moses and to Aaron, say-
ing: 22 Every man of the children of Israel will camp

by his own standard, with the ensign of his father’s
house. Facing the tent of meeting they will camp.

33 On the east side toward the rising of the sun the
standard of the camp of Judah will camp throughout
their armies, and Nahshon the son of Amminadab will
be captain of the children of Judah. 44 His host, and
those who were numbered of them, were seventy-four
thousand six hundred.

55 Those who camp next to him will be the tribe of Is-
sachar, and Nethanel the son of Zuar will be captain of
the children of Issachar. 66 His host, and those who
were numbered of them, were fifty-four thousand four
hundred.

77 Then comes the tribe of Zebulun, and Eliab the son
of Helon will be captain of the children of Zebulun.
88 His host, and those who were numbered of them,
were fifty-seven thousand four hundred.

99 All who were numbered throughout the armies in
the camp of Judah were one hundred and eighty-six
thousand four hundred. They will march out first.

1010 On the south side will be the standard of the camp
of Reuben according to their armies, and the captain
of the children of Reuben will be Elizur the son of
Shedeur. 1111 His host, and those who were numbered of
them, were forty-six thousand five hundred.

1212 Those who camp by him will be the tribe of Sime-
on, and the captain of the children of Simeon will be
Shelumiel the son of Zurishaddai. 1313 His host, and
those who were numbered of them, were fifty-nine
thousand three hundred.

1414 Then comes the tribe of Gad, and the captain of
the sons of Gad will be Eliasaph the son of Reuel. 1515 His
host, and those who were numbered of them, were
forty-five thousand six hundred and fifty.

1616 All who were numbered in the camp of Reuben
were one hundred and fifty-one thousand four hun-
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dred and fifty, throughout their armies. And they will
set out in the second rank.

1717 Then the tent of meeting will set out with the
camp of the Levites in the middle of the camp. As they
camp, so they will set out, every man in his place by
their standards.

1818 On the west side will be the standard of the camp
of Ephraim according to their armies, and the captain
of the sons of Ephraim will be Elishama the son of Am-
mihud. 1919 His host, and those who were numbered of
them, were forty thousand five hundred.

2020 By him will be the tribe of Manasseh, and the cap-
tain of the children of Manasseh will be Gamaliel the
son of Pedahzur. 2121 His host, and those who were num-
bered of them, were thirty-two thousand two hun-
dred.

2222 Then comes the tribe of Benjamin, and the captain
of the sons of Benjamin will be Abidan the son of
Gideoni. 2323 His host, and those who were numbered of
them, were thirty-five thousand four hundred.

2424 All who were numbered of the camp of Ephraim
were one hundred and eight thousand one hundred,
throughout their armies. And they will go out in the
third rank.

2525 The standard of the camp of Dan will be on the
north side by their armies, and the captain of the chil-
dren of Dan will be Ahiezer the son of Ammishaddai.
2626 His host, and those who were numbered of them,
were sixty-two thousand seven hundred.

2727 Those who camp by him will be the tribe of Asher,
and the captain of the children of Asher will be Pagiel
the son of Okran. 2828 His host, and those who were
numbered of them, were forty-one thousand five hun-
dred.

2929 Then the tribe of Naphtali, and the captain of the
children of Naphtali will be Ahira the son of Enan.
3030 His host, and those who were numbered of them,
were fifty-three thousand four hundred.

3131 All they who were numbered in the camp of Dan
were one hundred and fifty-seven thousand six hun-
dred. They will set out in the back with their standards.

3232 These are those who were numbered of the chil-
dren of Israel by the house of their fathers. All those
who were numbered of the camps throughout their
hosts were six hundred and three thousand five hun-
dred and fifty. 3333 But the Levites were not numbered
among the children of Israel, as the LORD command-
ed Moses.

3434 The children of Israel did according to all that the
LORD commanded Moses. So they camped by their
standards, and so they set out, each one after his fam-
ily, according to their fathers’ houses.

The Sons of AarThe Sons of Aaronon

These also are the generations of Aaron and
Moses in the day that the LORD spoke with Moses

in Mount Sinai.

22 These are the names of the sons of Aaron: Nadab
the firstborn, and Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar. 33 These
are the names of the sons of Aaron, the priests who
were anointed, whom he consecrated to minister as
priests. 44 Nadab and Abihu died before the LORD when
they brought strange fire before the LORD in the
Wilderness of Sinai, and they had no children, and
Eleazar and Ithamar ministered as priests in the sight
of Aaron their father.

Duties of the LeDuties of the Levitesvites
55 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 66 Bring the tribe

of Levi near, and present them before Aaron the
priest, and they will minister to him. 77 They will keep
his directives, and serve the whole congregation be-
fore the tent of meeting, to do the service of the taber-
nacle. 88 They will keep all the instruments of the tent of
meeting, and attend to the needs of the children of Is-
rael, to do the service of the tabernacle. 99 You will give
the Levites to Aaron and to his sons. They are wholly
given to him from the children of Israel. 1010 You will ap-
point Aaron and his sons, and they will attend to their
priesthood, and the foreigner that approaches will be
put to death.

1111 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 1212 I Myself have
taken the Levites from among the children of Israel in-
stead of all the firstborn that open the womb among
the children of Israel. Therefore the Levites will be
Mine 1313 because all the firstborn are Mine, for on the
day that I struck all the firstborn in the land of Egypt I
set apart to Me all the firstborn in Israel, both man
and beast. They will be Mine. I am the LORD .

A Census of the LeA Census of the Levitesvites
1414 The LORD spoke to Moses in the Wilderness of

Sinai, saying: 1515 Number the children of Levi after the
house of their fathers, by their families. You will num-
ber every male from a month old and older. 1616 Moses
numbered them according to the word of the LORD ,
as he was commanded.

1717 These were the sons of Levi by their names:
Gershon, and Kohath, and Merari.

1818 These are the names of the sons of Gershon by
their families:
Libni and Shimei;

1919 the sons of Kohath by their families:
Amram, and Izhar, Hebron, and Uzziel;

2020 the sons of Merari by their families:
Mahli and Mushi.

These are the families of the Levites according to
the house of their fathers.

2121 From Gershon was the family of the Libnites and
the family of the Shimeites. These are the families of
the Gershonites. 2222 Those who were numbered of
them, according to the number of all the males, from
a month old and older, those who were numbered of
them were seven thousand five hundred. 2323 The fami-
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lies of the Gershonites were to camp behind the west
side of the tabernacle. 2424 The chief of the house of the
father of the Gershonites was Eliasaph the son of Lael.
2525 The charge of the sons of Gershon in the tent of
meeting includedincluded the tabernacle, and the tent, its cov-
ering, and the hanging for the door of the tent of
meeting, 2626 the hangings of the court, the curtain for
the opening of the court that is around the tabernacle
and the altar, and its cords—all the service pertaining
to these.

2727 Of Kohath was the family of the Amramites, and
the family of the Izharites, and the family of the He-
bronites, and the family of the Uzzielites. These are
the families of the Kohathites. 2828 The number of all the
males, from a month old and older, were eight thou-
sand six hundred, keeping the guard of the sanctuary.
2929 The families of the sons of Kohath were to camp on
the south side of the tabernacle. 3030 The chief of the
house of the father of the families of the Kohathites
was Elizaphan the son of Uzziel. 3131 Their duty included
the ark, and the table, and the lampstand, and the al-
tars, and the vessels of the sanctuary they minister
with, and the hanging, and all its service. 3232 Eleazar the
son of Aaron the priest was to be chief over the lead-
ers of the Levites and to have the oversight of those
who kept the guard of the sanctuary.

3333 Of Merari was the family of the Mahlites and the
family of the Mushites. These are the families of Mer-
ari. 3434 Those who were numbered of them, according
to the number of all the males from a month old and
older, were six thousand two hundred. 3535 The chief of
the house of the father of the families of Merari was
Zuriel the son of Abihail. These were to camp on the
north side of the tabernacle. 3636 Under the oversight
and guard of the sons of Merari were the frames of
the tabernacle, the bars, the pillars, the sockets, all
their accessories, all the service pertaining to these,
3737 and the pillars of the court all around, with their
sockets, and pins, and cords.

3838 But those who were to camp before the tabernacle
toward the east, even before the tent of meeting on
the east side, were Moses, and Aaron and his sons,
keeping the guard of the sanctuary for the guard of
the children of Israel, and the foreigner who ap-
proached was to be put to death.

3939 All who were numbered of the Levites, which
Moses and Aaron numbered at the commandment of
the LORD , throughout their families, all the males
from a month old and older, were twenty-two thou-
sand.

The Redemption of the FirstbornThe Redemption of the Firstborn
4040 The LORD said to Moses: Number all the firstborn

of the males of the children of Israel from a month old
and older and take the number of their names. 4141 You
will take the Levites for Me (I am the LORD ) instead of
all the firstborn among the children of Israel, and the

livestock of the Levites instead of all the firstborn
among the livestock of the children of Israel.

4242 Moses numbered, as the LORD commanded him,
all the firstborn among the children of Israel. 4343 All the
firstborn males, by the number of names, from a
month old and upward, of those who were numbered
of them, were twenty-two thousand two hundred and
seventy-three.

4444 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 4545 Take the
Levites instead of all the firstborn among the children
of Israel, and the livestock of the Levites instead of
their livestock, and the Levites will be Mine. I am the
LORD . 4646 For those who are to be redeemed of the two
hundred and seventy-three of the firstborn of the chil-
dren of Israel, which are more than the Levites, 4747 you
will take five shekels †† apiece by the poll; according to
the shekel of the sanctuary you will take them (the
shekel is twenty gerahs). 4848 And you will give the mon-
ey, by which the number of them is to be redeemed, to
Aaron and to his sons.

4949 Moses took the redemption money of those who
were over and above those who were redeemed by
the Levites. 5050 Of the firstborn of the children of Israel
he took the money, one thousand three hundred and
sixty-five shekels, †††† after the shekel of the sanctuary.
5151 And Moses gave the money of those who were re-
deemed to Aaron and to his sons, according to the
word of the LORD , as the LORD commanded Moses.

Duties of the KohathitesDuties of the Kohathites

And the LORD spoke to Moses and to Aaron, say-
ing: 22 Take the sum of the sons of Kohath from

among the sons of Levi, after their families, by the
house of their fathers, 33 from thirty years old and old-
er, even to fifty years old, all that enter into the host,
to do the work in the tent of meeting.

44 This will be the service of the sons of Kohath in the
tent of meeting, concerning the holiest things. 55 And
when the camp sets out, Aaron will come, and his
sons, and they will take down the covering curtain,
and cover the ark of the testimony with it, 66 and will
put on it the covering of porpoise skins, and will
spread over it a cloth completely of blue, and will put
in its poles.

77 Upon the table of showbread they will spread a
cloth of blue, and put the dishes on it, and the spoons,
and the bowls, and covers to cover it, and the show-
bread will be on it. 88 And they will spread on them a
cloth of scarlet, and cover the same with a covering of
porpoise skins, and will put in its poles.

99 They will take a cloth of blue, and cover the lamp-
stand of the light, and its lamps, and its tongs, and its
snuff dishes, and all its oil vessels, with which they
minister to it. 1010 And they will put it and all its vessels
within a covering of porpoise skins and will put it on a
carrying pole.

† About 2 ounces, or 58 grams. †† About 35 pounds, or 16
kilograms.

NUMBERS 3:24 102 NUMBERS 4:10



1111 Upon the golden altar they will spread a cloth of
blue, and cover it with a covering of porpoise skins,
and will put in its poles.

1212 And they will take all the instruments of ministry,
with which they minister in the sanctuary, and put
them in a cloth of blue, and cover them with a cover-
ing of porpoise skins, and will put them on a carrying
pole.

1313 And they will take away the ashes from the altar
and spread a purple cloth on it. 1414 They shall put on it
all the instruments with which they minister there, the
censers, the flesh hooks, the shovels, the basins, all
the utensils of the altar. And they will spread on it a
covering of porpoise skins and insert its poles.

1515 When Aaron and his sons have finished covering
the sanctuary, and all the instruments of the sanctu-
ary, as the camp is to set out, after that, the sons of
Kohath will come to carry it. But they will not touch
any holy thing, lest they die. These things are the bur-
den of the sons of Kohath in the tent of meeting.

1616 To the office of Eleazar, Aaron the priest’s son, per-
tains the oil for the light, and the sweet incense, and
the daily grain offering, and the anointing oil, and the
oversight of all the tabernacle, and of all that is in it, in
the sanctuary, and in the instruments thereof.

1717 The LORD spoke to Moses and to Aaron, saying:
1818 Do not cut the tribe of the families of the Kohathites
from among the Levites. 1919 But do this to them, that
they may live and not die, when they approach the
most holy things. Aaron and his sons will go in, and
appoint each one to his service and to his burden.
2020 But they will not go in to see when the holy things
are covered, lest they die.

Duties of the GershonitesDuties of the Gershonites
2121 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 2222 Take also the

sum of the sons of Gershon, throughout the houses of
their fathers, by their families. 2323 From thirty years old
and older to fifty years old you will number them, all
that enter in to perform the service, to do the work in
the tent of meeting.

2424 This is the service of the families of the Gershon-
ites, to serve, and to work. 2525 And they will carry the
curtains of the tabernacle, and the tent of meeting, its
covering, and the covering of the porpoise skins that is
on it, and the hanging for the door of the tent of
meeting, 2626 and the hangings of the courtyard, and the
hanging for the opening of the gate of the courtyard,
which is by the tabernacle and by the altar all around,
and their cords, and all the instruments of their ser-
vice, and all that is made for them. So they will serve.
2727 At the appointment of Aaron and his sons will be all
the service of the sons of the Gershonites, in all their
burdens, and in all their service. And you shall assign
to them all their tasks as their duty. 2828 This is the ser-
vice of the families of the sons of Gershon in the tent
of meeting. And their charge will be under the hand of
Ithamar the son of Aaron the priest.

Duties of the MerDuties of the Meraritesarites
2929 As for the sons of Merari, you will number them by

their families, by the house of their fathers. 3030 From
thirty years old and older, even to fifty years old, you
will number them, everyone who enters into the ser-
vice, to do the work of the tent of meeting. 3131 This is
the charge of their burden, according to all their ser-
vice in the tent of meeting. The boards of the taberna-
cle, and its bars thereof, and its pillars, and its sockets,
3232 and the pillars of the court round about, and their
sockets, and their pins, and their cords, with all their
instruments, and with all their service, and by name
you will list the instruments of the charge of their bur-
den. 3333 This is the service of the families of the sons of
Merari, according to all their service, in the tent of
meeting, under the hand of Ithamar the son of Aaron
the priest.

Census of the LeCensus of the Levitesvites
3434 Moses, Aaron, and the leaders of the congregation

numbered the sons of the Kohathites by their families,
and by the house of their fathers, 3535 from thirty years
old and older to fifty years old, everyone who entered
into the service, for the work in the tent of meeting.
3636 And those who were numbered by their families
were two thousand seven hundred and fifty. 3737 These
were the ones listed of the families of the Kohathites,
all who might do service in the tent of meeting, which
Moses and Aaron numbered according to the com-
mandment of the LORD by the hand of Moses.

3838 Those who were numbered of the sons of Ger-
shon, throughout their families, and by the house of
their fathers, 3939 from thirty years old and older to fifty
years old, everyone who entered into the service, for
the work in the tent of meeting, 4040 even those who
were numbered of them, throughout their families, by
the house of their fathers, were two thousand six hun-
dred and thirty. 4141 These were the ones listed by the
families of the sons of Gershon, of all who might do
service in the tent of meeting, whom Moses and Aaron
numbered according to the commandment of the
LORD .

4242 Those who were numbered of the families of the
sons of Merari, throughout their families, by the house
of their fathers, 4343 from thirty years old and older to
fifty years old, everyone who entered into the service,
for the work in the tent of meeting, 4444 even those who
were numbered by their families, were three thousand
two hundred. 4545 These were the ones listed of the fami-
lies of the sons of Merari, whom Moses and Aaron
numbered according to the word of the LORD by the
hand of Moses.

4646 All those who were numbered of the Levites,
whom Moses, Aaron, and the leaders of Israel num-
bered, by their families, and by the house of their fa-
thers, 4747 from thirty years old and older to fifty years
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old, everyone who came to do the service of the min-
istry, and the service of the work in the tent of meet-
ing, 4848 even those who were numbered were eight
thousand five hundred and eighty. 4949 According to the
commandment of the LORD they were numbered by
the hand of Moses, each according to his service, and
according to his burden.

Thus they were numbered by him, as the LORD com-
manded Moses.

The UncleanThe Unclean

And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 22 Com-
mand the children of Israel that they put out of

the camp every leper, and everyone who has a dis-
charge, and whoever is defiled by the dead. 33 Both
male and female you will put out. You will put them
outside the camp, so they do not defile their camps in
the midst of which I dwell. 44 The children of Israel did
so, and put them outside the camp. As the LORD
spoke to Moses, so the children of Israel did.

Restitution for WRestitution for Wrrongsongs
55 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 66 Tell the chil-

dren of Israel: When a man or woman commits any sin
against another, acting unfaithfully against the LORD ,
that person is guilty, 77 and shall confess his sin which
he has committed, and he will repay his offense with
its principal, and add to it one-fifth, and give it to him
who was wronged. 88 But if the man has no relative to
repay the offense to, let the offense be repaid to the
LORD , even to the priest, beside the ram of the atone-
ment, whereby an atonement will be made for him.
99 Every offering of all the holy things of the children of
Israel, which they bring to the priest, will be his.
1010 Every man’s holy things will be his. Whatever any
man gives the priest, it will be his.

The TThe Test for Adulteryest for Adultery
1111 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 1212 Speak to the

children of Israel and say to them: If any man’s wife
goes astray, and acts treacherously against him, 1313 and
a man lies with her carnally, and it is hidden from the
eyes of her husband, and it is concealed though she
has defiled herself, and there is no witness against
her, nor is she caught in the act, 1414 and if the spirit of
jealousy comes on him, and he is jealous of his wife
who has defiled herself, or if the spirit of jealousy
comes on him and he is jealous of his wife, though she
has not defiled herself, 1515 then the man shall bring his
wife to the priest and he shall bring her offering for
her, a tenth of an ephah †† of barley flour. He shall pour
no oil on it nor put frankincense on it, for it is a grain
offering of jealousy, a grain offering of remembrance,
bringing iniquity to remembrance.

1616 The priest will bring her near, and set her before
the LORD . 1717 And the priest will take holy water in an

† Likely about 31/2 pounds, or 1.6 kilograms.

earthen vessel, and the priest will take some of the
dust that is on the floor of the tabernacle and put it in-
to the water. 1818 And the priest will set the woman be-
fore the LORD , and uncover the woman’s head, and
put the memorial offering in her hands, which is the
grain offering of jealousy, and the priest will have in
his hand the bitter water that causes the curse. 1919 And
the priest will charge her by an oath, and say to the
woman, “If no man has lain with you, and if you have
not gone astray to impurity with another instead of
your husband, be free from this bitter water that caus-
es the curse. 2020 But if you have gone astray to another
instead of your husband, and if you are defiled, and a
man besides your husband has lain with you”— 2121 then
the priest will charge the woman with an oath of curs-
ing, and the priest will say to the woman, “The LORD
make you a curse and an oath among your people,
when the LORD makes your thigh rot and your belly
swell. 2222 And this water that causes the curse will go in-
to your bowels, to make your belly swell and your
thigh rot.”

And the woman will say, “Amen, amen.”
2323 The priest will write these curses in a book, and he

will wash them out with the bitter water. 2424 And he will
cause the woman to drink the bitter water that causes
the curse. And the water that causes the curse will en-
ter into her and become bitter. 2525 Then the priest will
take the grain offering of jealousy out of the woman’s
hand and will wave the offering before the LORD and
offer it on the altar. 2626 And the priest will take a handful
of the offering, the memorial portion, and burn it on
the altar, and afterward will cause the woman to drink
the water. 2727 When he has made her to drink the water,
then it will be that, if she is defiled and has acted
treacherously against her husband, the water that
causes the curse will enter into her, and become bitter,
and her belly will swell, and her thigh will rot, and the
woman will be a curse among her people. 2828 If the
woman is not defiled, but is clean, then she will be free
and will conceive offspring.

2929 This is the law of jealousies, when a wife goes
astray to another instead of her husband, and is de-
filed, 3030 or when the spirit of jealousy comes on him,
and he is jealous over his wife, and will set the woman
before the LORD , and the priest will perform on her
all this law. 3131 Then the man will be guiltless from iniq-
uity, and this woman will bear her iniquity.

The Nazirite VThe Nazirite Vooww

And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 22 Speak to
the children of Israel and say to them: When ei-

ther a man or woman will make a hard vow, the vow of
a Nazirite, to separate themselves to the LORD , 33 he
will separate himself from wine and strong drink and
will drink no vinegar of wine, or vinegar of strong
drink. Neither shall he drink any juice of grapes, nor
eat fresh or dry grapes. 44 All the days of his separation
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he will eat nothing that is made of the grapevine, from
the seed to the skin.

55 All the days of the vow of his separation no razor
will come on his head until the days are fulfilled in
which he separates himself to the LORD . He will be
holy and will let the locks of the hair of his head grow.
66 All the days that he separates himself to the LORD he
will not approach a dead body. 77 He will not defile him-
self for his father or for his mother, for his brother or
for his sister if they die because the separation of his
God is on his head. 88 All the days of his separation he
is holy to the LORD .

99 If any man dies very suddenly beside him, and he
has defiled his consecrated head, then he will shave
his head in the day of his cleansing, on the seventh
day will he shave it. 1010 On the eighth day he will bring
two turtledoves or two young pigeons to the priest, to
the door of the tent of meeting. 1111 And the priest will
offer one as a sin offering and the other as a burnt of-
fering and make an atonement for him, since he
sinned because of the dead, and will sanctify his head
that same day. 1212 He will consecrate to the LORD the
days of his separation and bring a male lamb in its
first year as a guilt offering. But the previous days will
be lost because his separation was defiled.

1313 This is the law of the Nazirite. When the days of his
separation are fulfilled, he will be brought to the door
of the tent of meeting. 1414 And he will offer his offering
to the LORD , one male lamb a year old without blem-
ish as a burnt offering, one ewe lamb a year old with-
out blemish as a sin offering, one ram without blemish
as a peace offering, 1515 a basket of unleavened bread,
loaves of fine flour mixed with oil, unleavened wafers
anointed with oil, and their grain offering with their
drink offerings.

1616 The priest will bring them before the LORD and will
offer his sin offering and his burnt offering. 1717 And he
will offer the ram as a sacrifice of a peace offering to
the LORD with the basket of unleavened bread. The
priest will offer also his grain offering and his drink of-
fering.

1818 The Nazirite will shave his consecrated head at the
door of the tent of meeting, and will take the hair from
his consecrated head and put it in the fire which is un-
der the sacrifice of the peace offerings.

1919 The priest will take the cooked shoulder of the
ram, and one unleavened cake out of the basket, and
one unleavened wafer and will put them on the hands
of the Nazirite, after he has shaved his consecrated
hair. 2020 And the priest will wave them as a wave offer-
ing before the LORD . This is holy for the priest, with
the breast waved and the shoulder offered. And after
that the Nazirite may drink wine.

2121 This is the law of the Nazirite who has vowed to
the LORD , his offering for his separation, besides
whatever else his hand is able to provide. According to
the vow which he spoke, so he must do, according to
the law of his separation.

The Priestly BlessingThe Priestly Blessing
2222 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 2323 Speak to

Aaron and to his sons, saying, This is how you will
bless the children of Israel, saying to them,

2424 The LORD bless you
and keep you;

2525 the LORD make His face to shine upon you,
and be gracious unto you;

2626 the LORD lift His countenance upon you,
and give you peace.

2727 They will put My name upon the children of Israel,
and I will bless them.

Offerings at the TOfferings at the Tabernacleabernacle’’s Dedications Dedication

And it was on the day that Moses had fully set up
the tabernacle and anointed it and sanctified it

and all its instruments, both the altar and all its ves-
sels, and anointed them, and sanctified them, 22 that
the leaders of Israel, heads of their fathers’ houses,
who were the leaders of the tribes, and were over
them who were counted, made an offering. 33 And they
brought their offering before the LORD , six covered
wagons, and twelve oxen, a wagon for two of the lead-
ers, and for each one an ox. And they brought them
before the tabernacle.

44 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 55 Accept these
things from them, that they may be used in the service
of the tent of meeting. Give them to the Levites, to
each man according to his service.

66 Moses took the wagons and the oxen and gave
them to the Levites. 77 Two wagons and four oxen he
gave to the sons of Gershon, according to their ser-
vice. 88 And four wagons and eight oxen he gave to the
sons of Merari, according to their service, under the
hand of Ithamar the son of Aaron the priest. 99 But to
the sons of Kohath he gave none because the service
of the sanctuary belonging to them was that they
should carry on their shoulders.

1010 The leaders brought their dedication offerings
when the altar was anointed, and offered their offer-
ings before the altar. 1111 The LORD said to Moses: They
will offer their offering, each leader on his day, for the
dedicating of the altar.
1212 He that offered his offering the first day was
Nahshon the son of Amminadab, of the tribe of Judah.

1313 And his offering was one silver charger, the
weight of which was one hundred and thirty
shekels, †† one silver bowl of seventy shekels, †††† af-
ter the shekel of the sanctuary, both of them full
of fine flour mixed with oil as a grain offering;
1414 one spoon of ten shekels ‡‡ of gold, full of in-
cense; 1515 one young bull, one ram, and one male
lamb in its first year as a burnt offering; 1616 one

† About 31/4 pounds, or 1.5 kilograms; and throughout this chap-
ter. †† About 13/4 pounds, or 800 grams; and throughout this
chapter. ‡ About 4 ounces, or 115 grams; and throughout this
chapter.
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goat kid as a sin offering; 1717 and as a sacrifice of
peace offerings, two oxen, five rams, five male
goats, and five male lambs in their first year. This
was the offering of Nahshon the son of Ammi-
nadab.

1818 On the second day Nethanel the son of Zuar, leader
of Issachar, presented an offering.

1919 He offered as his offering one silver charger, the
weight of which was one hundred and thirty
shekels, one silver bowl of seventy shekels, after
the shekel of the sanctuary, both of them full of
fine flour mingled with oil as a grain offering;
2020 one spoon of ten shekels of gold, full of incense;
2121 one young bull, one ram, and one male lamb in
its first year as a burnt offering; 2222 one goat kid as
a sin offering; 2323 and as a sacrifice of peace offer-
ings, two oxen, five rams, five male goats, and five
male lambs in their first year. This was the offer-
ing of Nethanel the son of Zuar.

2424 On the third day Eliab the son of Helon, leader of the
children of Zebulun, presented an offering.

2525 And his offering was one silver charger, the
weight of which was one hundred and thirty
shekels, one silver bowl of seventy shekels, after
the shekel of the sanctuary, both of them full of
fine flour mixed with oil as a grain offering; 2626 one
spoon of ten shekels of gold, full of incense; 2727 one
young bull, one ram, one male lamb in its first
year as a burnt offering; 2828 one goat kid as a sin of-
fering; 2929 and as a sacrifice of peace offerings, two
oxen, five rams, five male goats, five male lambs
in their first year. This was the offering of Eliab the
son of Helon.

3030 On the fourth day Elizur the son of Shedeur, leader
of the children of Reuben, presented an offering.

3131 And his offering was one silver charger, the
weight of which was one hundred and thirty
shekels, one silver bowl of seventy shekels, after
the shekel of the sanctuary, both of them full of
fine flour mixed with oil as a grain offering; 3232 one
spoon of ten shekels of gold, full of incense; 3333 one
young bull, one ram, one male lamb in its first
year as a burnt offering; 3434 one goat kid as a sin of-
fering; 3535 and as a sacrifice of peace offerings, two
oxen, five rams, five male goats, five male lambs
in their first year. This was the offering of Elizur
the son of Shedeur.

3636 On the fifth day Shelumiel the son of Zurishaddai,
leader of the children of Simeon, presented an offer-
ing.

3737 And his offering was one silver charger, the
weight of which was one hundred and thirty
shekels, one silver bowl of seventy shekels, after
the shekel of the sanctuary, both of them full of
fine flour mixed with oil as a grain offering; 3838 one
spoon of ten shekels of gold, full of incense; 3939 one
young bull, one ram, one male lamb in its first
year, as a burnt offering: 4040 one goat kid as a sin

offering; 4141 and as a sacrifice of peace offerings,
two oxen, five rams, five male goats, five male
lambs in their first year. This was the offering of
Shelumiel the son of Zurishaddai.

4242 On the sixth day Eliasaph the son of Deuel, leader of
the children of Gad, presented an offering.

4343 And his offering was one silver charger, the
weight of which was one hundred and thirty
shekels, one silver bowl of seventy shekels, after
the shekel of the sanctuary, both of them full of
fine flour mixed with oil as a grain offering; 4444 one
spoon of ten shekels of gold, full of incense; 4545 one
young bull, one ram, one male lamb in its first
year as a burnt offering; 4646 one goat kid as a sin of-
fering; 4747 and as a sacrifice of peace offerings, two
oxen, five rams, five male goats, five male lambs
in their first year. This was the offering of Eliasaph
the son of Deuel.

4848 On the seventh day Elishama the son of Ammihud,
leader of the children of Ephraim, presented an offer-
ing.

4949 And his offering was one silver charger, the
weight of which was one hundred and thirty
shekels, one silver bowl of seventy shekels, after
the shekel of the sanctuary, both of them full of
fine flour mixed with oil as a grain offering; 5050 one
spoon of ten shekels of gold, full of incense; 5151 one
young bull, one ram, one male lamb in its first
year as a burnt offering; 5252 one goat kid as a sin of-
fering; 5353 and as a sacrifice of peace offerings, two
oxen, five rams, five male goats, five male lambs
in their first year. This was the offering of El-
ishama the son of Ammihud.

5454 On the eighth day Gamaliel the son of Pedahzur,
leader of the children of Manasseh, presented an of-
fering.

5555 And his offering was one silver charger, the
weight of which was one hundred and thirty
shekels, one silver bowl of seventy shekels, after
the shekel of the sanctuary, both of them full of
fine flour mixed with oil as a grain offering; 5656 one
spoon of ten shekels of gold, full of incense; 5757 one
young bull, one ram, and one male lamb in its first
year as a burnt offering; 5858 one goat kid as a sin of-
fering; 5959 and as a sacrifice of peace offerings, two
oxen, five rams, five male goats, five male lambs
in their first year. This was the offering of Gamaliel
the son of Pedahzur.

6060 On the ninth day Abidan the son of Gideoni, leader
of the children of Benjamin, presented an offering.

6161 And his offering was one silver charger, the
weight of which was one hundred and thirty
shekels, one silver bowl of seventy shekels, after
the shekel of the sanctuary, both of them full of
fine flour mixed with oil as a grain offering; 6262 one
spoon of ten shekels of gold, full of incense; 6363 one
young bull, one ram, and one male lamb in its first
year as a burnt offering; 6464 one goat kid as a sin of-
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fering; 6565 and as a sacrifice of peace offerings, two
oxen, five rams, five male goats, and five male
lambs in their first year. This was the offering of
Abidan the son of Gideoni.

6666 On the tenth day Ahiezer the son of Ammishaddai,
leader of the children of Dan, presented an offering.

6767 And his offering was one silver charger, the
weight of which was one hundred and thirty
shekels, one silver bowl of seventy shekels, after
the shekel of the sanctuary, both of them full of
fine flour mixed with oil as a grain offering; 6868 one
spoon of ten shekels of gold, full of incense; 6969 one
young bull, one ram, and one male lamb in its first
year as a burnt offering; 7070 one goat kid as a sin of-
fering; 7171 and as a sacrifice of peace offerings, two
oxen, five rams, five male goats, and five male
lambs in their first year. This was the offering of
Ahiezer the son of Ammishaddai.

7272 On the eleventh day Pagiel the son of Okran, leader
of the children of Asher, presented an offering.

7373 And his offering was one silver charger, the
weight of which was one hundred and thirty
shekels, one silver bowl of seventy shekels, after
the shekel of the sanctuary, both of them full of
fine flour mixed with oil as a grain offering; 7474 one
spoon of ten shekels of gold, full of incense; 7575 one
young bull, one ram, and one male lamb in its first
year as a burnt offering; 7676 one goat kid as a sin of-
fering; 7777 and as a sacrifice of peace offerings, two
oxen, five rams, five male goats, and five male
lambs in their first year. This was the offering of
Pagiel the son of Okran.

7878 On the twelfth day Ahira the son of Enan, leader of
the children of Naphtali, presented an offering.

7979 And his offering was one silver charger, the
weight of which was one hundred and thirty
shekels, one silver bowl of seventy shekels, after
the shekel of the sanctuary, both of them full of
fine flour mixed with oil as a grain offering; 8080 one
spoon of ten shekels of gold, full of incense; 8181 one
young bull, one ram, and one male lamb in its first
year as a burnt offering; 8282 one goat kid as a sin of-
fering; 8383 and as a sacrifice of peace offerings, two
oxen, five rams, five male goats, and five male
lambs in their first year. This was the offering of
Ahira the son of Enan.

8484 This was the dedication of the altar, in the day
when it was anointed, by the leaders of Israel: twelve
silver plates, twelve silver bowls, and twelve gold
spoons, 8585 each silver plate weighing one hundred and
thirty shekels, each bowl seventy. All the silver vessels
weighed two thousand four hundred shekels, †† accord-
ing to the shekel of the sanctuary. 8686 The gold spoons
were twelve, full of incense, weighing ten shekels
apiece, according to the shekel of the sanctuary. All
the gold of the spoons was one hundred and twenty
shekels. ††††8787 All the oxen for the burnt offering were

† About 60 pounds, or 28 kilograms.

twelve bulls, twelve rams, twelve male lambs in their
first year, with their grain offering, and twelve goat
kids for a sin offering. 8888 And all the oxen for the sacri-
fice of the peace offerings were twenty-four bulls, the
rams sixty, the goats sixty, the one-year-old lambs six-
ty. This was the dedication of the altar after it was
anointed.

8989 And then Moses went into the tent of meeting to
speak with Him, and he heard the voice of One speak-
ing to him from the mercy seat that was on the ark of
the testimony, from between the two cherubim, and
He spoke to him.

The SeThe Seven Lampsven Lamps

And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 22 Speak to
Aaron and say to him: When you set up the

lamps, the seven lamps will give light before the lamp-
stand.

33 Aaron did so. He lit the lamps before the lamp-
stand, as the LORD commanded Moses. 44 And this was
the work of the lampstand: hammered gold, to its
shaft, to its flowers was beaten work. According to the
pattern which the LORD had shown Moses, so he
made the lampstand.

ConsecrConsecrating the Leating the Levitesvites
55 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 66 Take the

Levites from among the children of Israel and cleanse
them. 77 Thus you will do to them to cleanse them:
Splash purifying water on them, and let them shave
their whole body, and let them wash their clothes, and
so make themselves clean. 88 Then let them take a
young bull with its grain offering, also fine flour mixed
with oil, and you will take another young bull as a sin
offering. 99 You will bring the Levites before the tent of
meeting. And you will gather the whole assembly of
the children of Israel together. 1010 And you will bring
the Levites before the LORD . And the children of Israel
will put their hands on the Levites. 1111 And Aaron will of-
fer the Levites before the LORD as a wave offering of
the children of Israel, that they may do the service of
the LORD .

1212 The Levites will lay their hands on the heads of the
bulls, and you will offer one as a sin offering and the
other as a burnt offering to the LORD , to make an
atonement for the Levites. 1313 You will set the Levites
before Aaron and before his sons, and offer them as a
wave offering to the LORD . 1414 Thus will you separate
the Levites from among the children of Israel, and the
Levites will be Mine.

1515 And afterwards the Levites will go in to do the ser-
vice of the tent of meeting, and you will cleanse them
and offer them as a wave offering. 1616 For they are com-
pletely set aside for Me by the children of Israel. In-
stead of all who open the womb, instead of the first-
born of all the children of Israel, I have taken them for

†† About 3 pounds, or 1.4 kilograms.
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1010

Myself. 1717 For all the firstborn of the children of Israel
are Mine, both man and animal. On the day that I
struck every firstborn in the land of Egypt I sanctified
them for Myself. 1818 I have taken the Levites instead of
all the firstborn of the children of Israel. 1919 I have given
the Levites as a gift to Aaron and to his sons from
among the children of Israel, to serve the service of
the children of Israel in the tent of meeting and to
make an atonement for the children of Israel, so there
will be no plague among the children of Israel when
the children of Israel approach the sanctuary.

2020 Moses and Aaron and all the congregation of the
children of Israel did to the Levites; according to all
that the LORD commanded Moses concerning the
Levites, so the children of Israel did to them. 2121 The
Levites cleansed themselves from sin, and they
washed their clothes, and Aaron offered them as a
wave offering before the LORD , and Aaron made an
atonement for them to cleanse them. 2222 And after that
the Levites went in to do their service in the tent of
meeting before Aaron and before his sons. As the
LORD had commanded Moses concerning the Levites,
so they did to them.

2323 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 2424 This is what
belongs to the Levites: From twenty-five years old and
older they will go in to do their duty concerning the
service of the tent of meeting. 2525 And from the age of
fifty years they will cease doing their duty concerning
its service and will serve no more. 2626 But thetheyy will min-
ister with their brothers in the tent of meeting, to at-
tend to their needs, but will not do the work. Thus you
will do to the Levites concerning their duties.

The PassoThe Passover at Sinaiver at Sinai

And the LORD spoke to Moses in the Wilderness
of Sinai, in the first month of the second year af-

ter they came out of the land of Egypt, saying: 22 Let the
children of Israel also keep the Passover at its appoint-
ed time. 33 On the fourteenth day of this month, at
evening, you will keep it at its appointed time. Accord-
ing to all its rites and according to all its ceremonies,
you will keep it.

44 Moses spoke to the children of Israel, that they
should keep the Passover. 55 They kept the Passover on
the fourteenth day of the first month at evening in the
Wilderness of Sinai. According to all that the LORD
commanded Moses, so the children of Israel did.

66 There were men who were unclean by the dead
body of a man, so they could not keep the Passover on
that day, and they came before Moses and before
Aaron on that day. 77 And those men said to him, “We
are defiled by the dead body of a man. Why are we
kept back, that we may not offer an offering of the
LORD at its appointed time among the children of Is-
rael?”

88 And Moses said to them, “Stand still, and I will hear
what the LORD will command concerning you.”

99 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 1010 Speak to the
children of Israel, saying: If any man of you or of your
posterity is unclean because of a dead body, or is far
off on a journey, he will still keep the Passover to the
LORD . 1111 The fourteenth day of the second month at
evening they will keep it, and eat it with unleavened
bread and bitter herbs. 1212 They will leave none of it un-
til the morning, nor break any of its bones. According
to all the ordinances of the Passover they will keep it.
1313 But the man who is ceremonially clean, and is not on
a journey, and fails to keep the Passover, even the
same person will be cut off from his people. Because
he did not bring the offering of the LORD at its ap-
pointed time, that man will bear his sin.

1414 If a stranger will sojourn among you and will keep
the Passover to the LORD , according to the ordinance
of the Passover, and according to the manner of it, so
he will do. You will have one ordinance both for the
resident alien and for the natural born citizen of the
land.

The Cloud and the FirThe Cloud and the Firee
1515 And on the day that the tabernacle was erected,

the cloud covered the tabernacle, the tent of the testi-
mony, and at evening there was over the tabernacle
the appearance of fire until the morning. 1616 So it was
always. The cloud covered it by day, and the appear-
ance of fire by night. 1717 When the cloud was lifted up
from over the tabernacle, then after it the children of
Israel journeyed, and in the place where the cloud set-
tled, there the children of Israel camped. 1818 At the com-
mandment of the LORD the children of Israel jour-
neyed, and at the commandment of the LORD they
camped. As long as the cloud dwelt over the taberna-
cle they camped. 1919 When the cloud remained many
days over the tabernacle, then the children of Israel
kept the charge of the LORD and did not journey.
2020 When the cloud remained a few days over the taber-
nacle, according to the commandment of the LORD
they dwelt in their tents, and according to the com-
mandment of the LORD they journeyed. 2121 When the
cloud dwelt from evening until morning and the cloud
was lifted up in the morning, then they journeyed.
Whether it was by day or by night that the cloud was
lifted up, they journeyed. 2222 Whether it was two days,
or a month, or a long time that the cloud dwelt over
the tabernacle, the children of Israel dwelt in their
tents and did not journey. But when it was lifted up
they journeyed. 2323 At the command of the LORD they
camped, and at the command of the LORD they jour-
neyed. They kept the charge of the LORD at the com-
mand of the LORD by the hand of Moses.

The Silver TThe Silver Trumpetsrumpets

And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 22 Make
for yourself two silver trumpets. Of a hammered

work you will make them, and you will use them for
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summoning of the assembly and directing the break-
ing up of the camps. 33 When they blow both of them,
all the assembly will assemble themselves to you at
the door of the tent of meeting. 44 If they blow only
one, then the leaders, who are heads of the thousands
of Israel, will gather themselves to you. 55 When you
blow an alarm, then the camps that lie on the east will
set out. 66 When you blow an alarm the second time,
then the camps that lie on the south will set out. They
will blow an alarm for their setting out. 77 But when the
assembly is to be gathered together, you will blow, but
you will not sound an alarm.

88 The sons of Aaron, the priests, will blow the trum-
pets, and they will be to you as an ordinance forever
throughout your generations. 99 And if you go to war in
your land against the enemy that oppresses you, then
you will blow an alarm with the trumpets, and you will
be remembered before the LORD your God, and you
will be saved from your enemies. 1010 Also in the day of
your gladness, and at your appointed days, and in the
beginnings of your months, you shall blow the trum-
pets over your burnt offerings, and over the sacrifices
of your peace offerings that they may be a memorial
for you before your God. I am the LORD your God.

The DeparturThe Departure Fre From Sinaiom Sinai
1111 And it was on the twentieth day of the second

month, in the second year, that the cloud was lifted up
from over the tabernacle of the testimony. 1212 The chil-
dren of Israel set out from the Wilderness of Sinai. And
the cloud dwelt in the Wilderness of Paran. 1313 And they
set out for the first time at the command of the LORD
by the hand of Moses.

1414 And the standard of the camp of the sons of Judah
set out first by their armies, and over his armies was
Nahshon the son of Amminadab. 1515 Over the armies of
the tribe of the children of Issachar was Nethanel the
son of Zuar. 1616 Over the armies of the tribe of the chil-
dren of Zebulun was Eliab the son of Helon. 1717 The
tabernacle was taken down, and the sons of Gershon
and the sons of Merari set out, carrying the taberna-
cle.

1818 The standard of the camp of Reuben set out by
their armies, and over his armies was Elizur the son of
Shedeur. 1919 Over the armies of the tribe of the children
of Simeon was Shelumiel the son of Zurishaddai.
2020 Over the armies of the tribe of the children of Gad
was Eliasaph the son of Deuel. 2121 The Kohathites set
out, carrying the sanctuary, and they set up the taber-
nacle before they came.

2222 The standard of the camp of the children of
Ephraim set out by their armies, and over his armies
was Elishama the son of Ammihud. 2323 Over the armies
of the tribe of the children of Manasseh was Gamaliel
the son of Pedahzur. 2424 Over the armies of the tribe of
the children of Benjamin was Abidan the son of
Gideoni.

2525 Then the standard of the camp of the children of
Dan set out, which was the rear guard of all the camps
by their armies, and over his armies was Ahiezer the
son of Ammishaddai. 2626 Over the armies of the tribe of
the children of Asher was Pagiel the son of Okran.
2727 Over the armies of the tribe of the children of Naph-
tali was Ahira the son of Enan. 2828 This was the order of
march of the children of Israel, company by company,
when they set out.

2929 Moses said to Hobab, the son of Reuel the Midian-
ite, Moses’ father-in-law, “We are setting out to the
place of which the LORD said, ‘I will give it to you.’
Come with us, and we will do good to you because the
LORD has spoken good concerning Israel.”

3030 Hobab said to him, “I will not go. But I will depart
to my own land, and to my kindred.”

3131 So Moses said, “Please do not leave us, because
you know where to camp in the wilderness, and you
may be our eyes. 3232 Moreover, if you go with us, then it
will be that whatever good the LORD will do for us, we
will likewise do for you.”

3333 They set out three days from the mountain of the
LORD , and the ark of the covenant of the LORD went
before them the three days’ journey, to find a resting
place for them. 3434 And the cloud of the LORD was over
them by day when they set out from of the camp.

3535 And it was, when the ark set out, that Moses said,
“Rise up, O LORD ,
and let Your enemies be scattered,
and let them that hate You flee before You.”

3636 And when it rested, he said,
“Return, O LORD ,
to the multitude of thousands of Israel.”

Complaints in the DesertComplaints in the Desert

Now when the people complained openly be-
fore the LORD , the LORD heard, and His anger

burned. Then the fire of the LORD burned among
them and consumed the outskirts of the camp. 22 And
the people cried out to Moses, and Moses prayed to
the LORD , and the fire was quenched. 33 He called the
name of the place Taberah because the fire of the
LORD burned among them.

44 The mixed multitude that was among them lusted,
and the children of Israel wept again and said, “Who
will give us meat to eat? 55 We remember the fish,
which we ate in Egypt for free, the cucumbers, and the
melons, and the leeks, and the onions, and the garlic.
66 But now our life is dried up. There is nothing at all ex-
cept this manna before our eyes.”

77 The manna was as coriander seed, and it looked
like bdellium. 88 The people went about and gathered
it, and ground it in mills or beat it in a mortar, and
boiled it in pots, and made cakes of it, and the taste of
it was like the taste of cakes baked in oil. 99 When the
dew fell on the camp at night, the manna fell on it.

1010 Then Moses heard the people weep throughout
their families, every man in the opening of his tent,
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and the anger of the LORD burned greatly. Moses was
also displeased. 1111 Moses said to the LORD , “Why have
You hurt Your servant? And why have I not found favor
in Your eyes, that You lay the burden of all this people
on me? 1212 Have I conceived all this people? Have I giv-
en them birth, that You should say to me, ‘Carry them
in your bosom, as a nurse bears the nursing child,’ to
the land which You swore to their fathers? 1313 Where
am I to get meat to give to all these people? For they
weep to me, saying, ‘Give us meat, that we may eat.’
1414 I am not able to bear all these people alone, be-
cause the burden is too heavy for me. 1515 If You do this
to me, please kill me at once, if I have found favor in
Your eyes, and do not let me see my misery.”

The SeThe Seventy Eldersventy Elders
1616 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Gather to Me sev-

enty men of the elders of Israel, whom you know to be
the elders of the people, and officers over them, and
bring them to the tent of meeting, that they may take
a stand there with you. 1717 And I will come down, and I
will speak with you there, and I will take of the Spirit
which is on you and will put it on them, and they will
bear the burden of the people with you, and you will
not bear it by yourself.

1818 “And say to the people: Consecrate yourselves for
tomorrow, and you shall eat meat, for you have wept
in the hearing of the LORD , saying, ‘Who will give us
meat to eat? For it was better for us in Egypt.’ There-
fore the LORD will give you meat, and you shall eat.
1919 You shall eat, not one day, or two days, or five days,
or ten days, or twenty days, 2020 but a whole month, until
it comes out at your nostrils, and it will be nauseating
to you because you rejected the LORD who is among
you and have wept before Him, saying, ‘Why did we
come out of Egypt?’”

2121 And Moses said, “The people I am with number six
hundred thousand foot soldiers, and You have said, ‘I
will give them meat that they may eat a whole month.’
2222 Will the flocks and the herds be slaughtered for
them, to satisfy them? Or will all the fish of the sea be
gathered together for them, to satisfy them?”

2323 And the LORD said to Moses, “Is the hand of the
LORD shortened? Now you will see if My word will hap-
pen to you or not.”

2424 Moses went out, and he spoke to the people the
words of the LORD and gathered the seventy men of
the elders of the people and set them around the
tabernacle. 2525 And the LORD came down in a cloud,
and spoke to him, and took of the Spirit that was on
him, and gave it to the seventy elders, and when the
Spirit rested on them, they prophesied, but did not do
it again.

2626 But two men remained in the camp. The name of
one was Eldad, and the name of the other, Medad.
And the Spirit rested on them. They were among those
listed, but they had not gone out to the tent, and so
they prophesied in the camp. 2727 And a young man ran

and told Moses and said, “Eldad and Medad prophesy
in the camp.”

2828 Then Joshua the son of Nun, the assistant of
Moses from his youth, answered and said, “My lord
Moses, forbid them.”

2929 Moses said to him, “Are you jealous for my sake?
Oh, that all the people of the LORD were prophets,
and that the LORD would put His Spirit upon them!”
3030 And Moses returned to the camp, he and the elders
of Israel.

TheThe LLORDORD Sends QuailSends Quail
3131 Now a wind from the LORD started up, and it

swept quail from the sea and let them fall beside the
camp, about a day’s journey on this side and a day’s
journey on the other side, around the camp, and
about two cubits †† above the ground. 3232 And the people
stayed up all that day, all night, and all the next day,
and gathered the quail. Those who gathered least
gathered ten homers. †††† And they spread them out for
themselves all around the camp. 3333 While the meat was
between their teeth, before it was chewed, the anger
of the LORD burned against the people, and the LORD
struck the people with a very great slaughter. 3434 And
he called the name of that place Kibroth Hattaavah be-
cause there they buried the people who had the crav-
ing.

3535 The people journeyed from Kibroth Hattaavah to
Hazeroth, and they camped at Hazeroth.

Miriam and AarMiriam and Aaron Oppose Moseson Oppose Moses

And Miriam and Aaron spoke against Moses be-
cause of the Cushite woman whom he married,

for he had married a Cushite woman. 22 They said, “Has
the LORD spoken only by Moses? Has He not spoken
also by us?” And the LORD heard it.

33 (Now the man Moses was very humble, more than
all the men on the face of the earth.)

44 And the LORD spoke at once to Moses and to Aaron
and to Miriam, “Come out, you three, to the tent of
meeting.” And those three came out. 55 The LORD came
down in a pillar of cloud, and stood in the opening of
the tabernacle, and called Aaron and Miriam, and they
both came forward. 66 He said, “Hear now My word.
If there is a prophet among you,
I the LORD will make Myself known to him in a vi-

sion,
and I will speak to him in a dream.

77 Not so with My servant Moses;
he is entrusted with all My house.

88 Face to face I speak with him clearly,
and not in riddles,
and the likeness of the LORD will he behold.

Then why were you not afraid
to speak against My servant, against Moses?”

† About 3 feet, or 90 centimeters. †† Likely about 13/4 tons,
or 1.6 metric tons.
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1414

99 And the anger of the LORD burned against them,
and He set out.

1010 When the cloud went away from over the taberna-
cle, Miriam became leprous as snow, and Aaron
turned toward Miriam and saw that she was leprous.
1111 Aaron said to Moses, “Alas, my lord, do not lay the
sin on us, which we have done foolishly, and which we
have sinned. 1212 Do not let her be as dead, who when
he goes out of his mother’s womb half his flesh is eat-
en.”

1313 And Moses cried out to the LORD , saying, “O God,
heal her, I pray!”

1414 But the LORD said to Moses, “If her father had but
spit in her face, would she not be ashamed seven
days? Let her be shut out of the camp seven days, and
afterward she may be received again.” 1515 Miriam was
shut out from the camp seven days, and the people
did not set out until Miriam was brought in again.

1616 Afterward the people set out from Hazeroth and
camped in the Wilderness of Paran.

SpSpying in Canaanying in Canaan

And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 22 “Send
men that they may explore the land of Canaan,

which I am giving to the children of Israel. Of every
tribe of their fathers you will send a man, each one a
chief among them.”

33 And Moses sent them from the Wilderness of Paran
according to the LORD . All those men were heads of
the children of Israel. 44 These were their names:

of the tribe of Reuben, Shammua the son of Za-
kkur;
55 of the tribe of Simeon, Shaphat the son of Hori;
66 of the tribe of Judah, Caleb the son of Jephunneh;
77 of the tribe of Issachar, Igal the son of Joseph;
88 of the tribe of Ephraim, Hoshea the son of Nun;
99 of the tribe of Benjamin, Palti the son of Raphu;
1010 of the tribe of Zebulun, Gaddiel the son of Sodi;
1111 of the tribe of Joseph, namely, of the tribe of
Manasseh, Gaddi the son of Susi;
1212 of the tribe of Dan, Ammiel the son of Gemalli;
1313 of the tribe of Asher, Sethur the son of Michael;
1414 of the tribe of Naphtali, Nahbi the son of Vophsi;
1515 of the tribe of Gad, Geuel the son of Maki.

1616 These are the names of the men whom Moses sent
to explore the land. And Moses called Hoshea the son
of Nun Joshua.

1717 Moses sent them to explore the land of Canaan
and said to them, “Go up to this southland, and go up
into the mountain. 1818 And see what the land is, and the
people that dwell in it, whether they are strong or
weak, few or many; 1919 and what the land is that they
dwell in, whether it is good or bad, and what cities are
that they dwell in, whether in tents, or in fortifications;
2020 and what the land is, whether it is fat or lean,
whether there is wood in it or not. And you be coura-
geous and bring some of the fruit of the land.” Now
the time was the time of the first ripe grapes.

2121 So they went up and explored the land from the
Wilderness of Zin to Rehob, near Lebo Hamath. 2222 They
went up by the Negev and came to Hebron where Ahi-
man, Sheshai, and Talmai, the children of Anak, were
(now Hebron was built seven years before Zoan in
Egypt). 2323 And they came to the Valley of Eshkol, and
cut down from there a branch with one cluster of
grapes, and they carried it on a pole between two of
them, and they brought some of the pomegranates
and of the figs. 2424 The place was called the Valley of
Eshkol because of the cluster of grapes which the chil-
dren of Israel cut down from there. 2525 They returned
from exploring the land after forty days.

The Spies’ ReportThe Spies’ Report
2626 And they returned and came to Moses and to

Aaron and to all the assembly of the children of Israel,
to the Wilderness of Paran, to Kadesh, and brought
back word to them and to the entire assembly and
showed them the fruit of the land. 2727 They reported to
him and said, “We came to the land where you sent us,
and surely it flows with milk and honey, and this is the
fruit of it. 2828 However, the people are strong that dwell
in the land, and the cities are fortified and very great,
and also we saw the children of Anak there. 2929 The
Amalekites dwell in the land of the Negev, and the Hit-
tites, and the Jebusites, and the Amorites dwell in the
mountains, and the Canaanites dwell by the sea and
by the edge of the Jordan.”

3030 Caleb silenced the people before Moses and said,
“Let us go up at once and possess it, for we are able to
overcome it.”

3131 But the men that went up with him said, “We are
not able to go up against the people because they are
stronger than we.” 3232 They gave the children of Israel a
bad report of the land which they had spied out, say-
ing, “The land through which we have gone as spies is
a land that devours its inhabitants, and all the people
whom we saw in it are men of great stature. 3333 And
there we saw the giants, the sons of Anak, which come
from the giants, and in our eyes we were like
grasshoppers, and so we were in their eyes.”

IsrIsrael Refuses to Enter Canaanael Refuses to Enter Canaan

And the whole assembly lifted up their voices
and cried, and the people wept that night. 22 All

the children of Israel grumbled against Moses and
against Aaron, and the whole assembly said to them,
“O that we had died in the land of Egypt! Or that we
had died in this wilderness! 33 And why has the LORD
brought us to this land to fall by the sword, that our
wives and our children should become prey? Is it not
better for us to return to Egypt?” 44 And they said one
to another, “Let us select a leader, and let us return to
Egypt.”

55 Then Moses and Aaron fell on their faces before all
the congregation of the assembly of the children of Is-
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rael. 66 Joshua the son of Nun, and Caleb the son of Je-
phunneh, from the ones who explored the land, tore
their clothes. 77 And they spoke to all the assembly of
the children of Israel, saying, “The land which we
passed through to explore it is a very, very good land.
88 If the LORD delights in us, then He will bring us into
this land and give it to us, a land which flows with milk
and honey. 99 Only do not rebel against the LORD , nor
fear the people of the land because they are bread for
us. Their defense is gone from them, and the LORD is
with us. Do not fear them.”

1010 But all the assembly said, “Stone them with
stones.” And the glory of the LORD appeared at the
tent of meeting before all the children of Israel. 1111 The
LORD said to Moses, “How long will this people dis-
grace Me? And how long will they not believe Me, in
spite of all the signs which I have done among them?
1212 I will strike them with the pestilence, and disinherit
them, and will make from you a nation greater and
mightier than they.”

Moses InterMoses Intercedes for the Peoplecedes for the People
1313 Moses said to the LORD , “Then the Egyptians will

hear of it, for by Your power You brought this people
up from among them, 1414 and they will say to the inhab-
itants of this land that they heard that You, LORD , are
among this people, that You, LORD , are seen face to
face, and Your cloud stands over them, and in the pil-
lar of cloud You go before them by day and by a pillar
of fire at night. 1515 Now if You kill all this people as one
man, then the nations which have heard the fame of
You will speak, saying, 1616 ‘The LORD was not able to
bring this people into the land which He swore to
them, so He slaughtered them in the wilderness.’

1717 “So now, I pray, let the power of my Lord be great,
just as You have spoken, saying, 1818 ‘The LORD is slow to
anger and abounding in mercy, forgiving iniquity and
transgression; but He will by no means clear the guilty,
visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children to
the third and fourth generation.’ 1919 Pardon the iniquity
of this people, I pray, according to the greatness of
Your grace, just as You have pardoned this people,
from Egypt even until now.”

2020 The LORD said, “I have forgiven according to your
word. 2121 But truly as I live, all the earth will be filled
with the glory of the LORD . 2222 Because all those men
seeing My glory and My signs which I did in Egypt and
in the wilderness, and have tempted Me now these
ten times, and have not listened to My voice, 2323 surely
they will not see the land which I swore to their fa-
thers, nor will any of them who disgraced Me see it.
2424 But My servant Caleb, because he had a different
spirit with him and followed Me fully, I will bring him
into the land where he went, and his seed will possess
it. 2525 Now the Amalekites and the Canaanites lived in
the valley. Tomorrow you will turn, and you will set out
for the wilderness by the way of the Red Sea.”

Death of Rebels PrDeath of Rebels Predictededicted
2626 The LORD spoke to Moses and to Aaron, saying:

2727 How long will this evil assembly be murmuring
against Me? I have heard the murmurings of the chil-
dren of Israel which they murmur against Me. 2828 Say to
them, “As I live,” says the LORD , “just as you have spo-
ken in My ears, so I will do to you. 2929 In this wilderness
your corpses will fall, and all who were numbered of
you, according to your whole number, from twenty
years old and upward, who have murmured against
Me, 3030 you will not go into the land which I swore by
My hand to cause you to dwell in it, except Caleb the
son of Jephunneh and Joshua the son of Nun. 3131 But
your children, whom you said would be a prey, I will
bring them in and they will know the land, which you
rejected. 3232 But as for you, your corpses will fall in this
wilderness. 3333 Your children will be shepherds in the
wilderness forty years, and they will suffer for your
fornications, until your corpses are in the wilderness.
3434 According to the number of the days in which you
spied out the land, forty days, a year for each day you
will bear your iniquity, forty years, and you will know
My displeasure.” 3535 I the LORD have spoken. I will sure-
ly do this to all this evil assembly gathered against Me.
In this wilderness they will be finished, and there they
will die.

3636 The men whom Moses sent to explore the land,
who returned and made all the assembly murmur
against him by bringing up an evil report about the
land, 3737 the men who brought an evil report about the
land, died by the pestilence before the LORD . 3838 But
Joshua the son of Nun and Caleb the son of Jephun-
neh, from the men that went to explore the land, lived.

Defeat in BattleDefeat in Battle
3939 Moses spoke these words to all the children of Is-

rael, and the people mourned greatly. 4040 They rose up
early in the morning, and they went up to the top of
the mountain, saying, “Here we are. We will go up to
the place which the LORD has promised, for we have
sinned.”

4141 Moses said, “Why do you now transgress the com-
mandment of the LORD ? This will not prosper. 4242 Do
not go up, for the LORD is not among you; do not let
yourselves be defeated by your enemies. 4343 For the
Amalekites and the Canaanites are there before you,
and you will fall by the sword because you are turned
from the LORD , and the LORD will not be with you.”

4444 But they presumed to go up to the top of the
mountain. But the ark of the covenant of the LORD
and Moses did not depart from the midst of the camp.
4545 Then the Amalekites and the Canaanites who dwelt
on that mountain went down and defeated them, pur-
suing them as far as Hormah.
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Laws of GrLaws of Grain and Drink Offeringsain and Drink Offerings

And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 22 Speak
to the children of Israel, and say to them: When

you come into the land of your dwelling, which I am
giving to you, 33 when you make an offering by fire to
the LORD , a burnt offering, or a sacrifice in perform-
ing a vow, or as a freewill offering, or in your appoint-
ed feasts, to make a pleasing aroma to the LORD , of
the herd or of the flock, 44 then he who brings his offer-
ing to the LORD will bring a grain offering of a tenth of
an ephah †† of flour mixed with the fourth part of a hin
†††† of oil. 55 One-fourth of a hin of wine as a drink offer-
ing you will prepare with the burnt offering or sacri-
fice, for each lamb.

66 Or for a ram, you will make a grain offering of two-
tenths of an ephah ‡‡ of flour mixed with one-third of a
hin ‡†‡† of oil. 77 As a drink offering you will offer one-third
of a hin of wine, as a pleasing aroma to the LORD .

88 When you prepare a bull as a burnt offering, or as a
sacrifice in performing a vow, or as a peace offering to
the LORD , 99 then shall be brought with the bull a grain
offering of three-tenths of an ephah ‡‡‡‡ of flour mixed
with one-half a hin ‡‡†‡‡† of oil. 1010 You will bring as a drink
offering one-half a hin of wine, as a fire offering, as a
pleasing aroma to the LORD . 1111 Thus it will be done for
one herd animal, or for one ram, or for a flock animal,
whether from the sheep or from the goats. 1212 Accord-
ing to the number that you will make, so you will do
for every one according to their number.

1313 Every native Israelite will do these things in this
manner, in offering a fire offering as a pleasing aroma
to the LORD . 1414 A foreigner who lives with you, or who
resides among you throughout your generations, and
would present a fire offering, a pleasing aroma to the
LORD , shall do as you do. 1515 One ordinance will be for
you of the assembly and for the foreigner who lives
with you, an ordinance forever throughout your gen-
erations. As you are, so will the foreigner be before
the LORD . 1616 One law and one justice will be for you
and for the foreigner who lives with you.

1717 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 1818 Speak to the
children of Israel, and say to them: When you come in-
to the land where I bring you, 1919 then it will be, when
you eat of the bread of the land you will offer up an of-
fering to the LORD . 2020 From the first of your dough
you will offer a cake as an offering. As you make the
offering of the threshing floor, so will you offer it. 2121 Of
the first of your dough you will give to the LORD an of-
fering throughout your generations.

† Likely about 31/2 pounds, or 1.6 kilograms. †† About 1
quart, or 1 liter; and in v. 5. ‡ Likely about 7 pounds, or 3.2 kilo-
grams. ‡† About 11/3 quarts, or 1.3 liters; and in v. 7. ‡‡ Likely
about 11 pounds, or 5 kilograms. ‡‡† About 2 quarts, or 1.9 liters;
and in v. 10.

Laws About Unintentional SinsLaws About Unintentional Sins
2222 If you have erred and not observed all these com-

mandments which the LORD has spoken to Moses,
2323 even all that the LORD has commanded you by the
hand of Moses, from the day that the LORD command-
ed Moses and onward through your generations,
2424 then it will be, if it is committed by ignorance with-
out the knowledge of the assembly, that all the assem-
bly will offer one young bull as a burnt offering, as a
pleasing aroma to the LORD , with its grain offering
and its drink offering, according to the rule, and one
kid of the goats as a sin offering. 2525 The priest will
make atonement for all the assembly of the children
of Israel, and it will be forgiven them because it is ig-
norance, and they will bring their offering, a sacrifice
made by fire to the LORD , and their sin offering be-
fore the LORD , for their ignorance. 2626 And it will be for-
given all the assembly of the children of Israel and the
foreigner who lives among them, because all the peo-
ple were in ignorance.

2727 If a person sins unintentionally, then he will bring
a year-old female goat as a sin offering. 2828 The priest
will make an atonement for the person who sins unin-
tentionally, when he sins by ignorance before the
LORD , to make an atonement for him; and it will be
forgiven him. 2929 You shall have one law for the person
who acts through ignorance, for the natural-born citi-
zen among the children of Israel and foreigner who
lives in your midst.

Laws About Intentional SinsLaws About Intentional Sins
3030 But the person who acts by a high hand, the natur-

al-born citizen or the foreigner, the same reviles the
LORD , and that person will be cut off from among his
people. 3131 Because he has despised the word of the
LORD and has broken His commandment, that person
will be totally cut off. His iniquity will be on him.

The Sabbath-BrThe Sabbath-Breaker Exeaker Executedecuted
3232 While the children of Israel were in the wilderness,

they found a man who gathered sticks on the Sabbath
day. 3333 The ones who found him gathering sticks
brought him to Moses and Aaron and to all the assem-
bly. 3434 They put him in confinement because it was not
declared what should be done to him. 3535 The LORD
said to Moses, “The man will surely die. All the assem-
bly will stone him with stones outside the camp.” 3636 All
the assembly brought him outside the camp and
stoned him with stones, and he died as the LORD com-
manded Moses.

TTassels on Garmentsassels on Garments
3737 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 3838 Speak to the

children of Israel, and tell them to make for them-
selves tassels on the corners of their garments
throughout the generations to come, and they will put
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a ribbon of blue on the corners of their garments.
3939 And it will be for you a tassel, and you will see it, and
you will remember all the commandments of the
LORD , and you will do them, and you will not follow
the lust of your own heart and your own eyes. 4040 So
shall you remember and do all My commandments,
and be holy to your God. 4141 I am the LORD your God
who brought you out of the land of Egypt, to be your
God: I am the LORD your God.

Opposition to Moses and AarOpposition to Moses and Aaronon

Now Korah the son of Izhar, the son of Kohath,
the son of Levi, and Dathan and Abiram the

sons of Eliab, and On the son of Peleth, sons of
Reuben, took men, 22 and they rose up before Moses
and men of the children of Israel, two hundred and
fifty chiefs of the assembly, famous in the assembly,
well-known men. 33 They assembled against Moses and
against Aaron, and said to them, “You take too much
upon yourselves, seeing all the congregation are holy,
every one of them, and the LORD is among them. So
why do you exalt yourselves above the assembly of
the LORD ?”

44 And when Moses heard it, he fell on his face, 55 and
he spoke to Korah and to all his company, saying, “In
the morning the LORD will show who is His and who is
holy, and He will bring him to come near to Him.
Whom He has chosen He will bring near to Him. 66 Do
this: Take censers, Korah and all his company; 77 put fire
in them, and put incense in them before the LORD to-
morrow, and it will be that the man whom the LORD
chooses, he will be holy. You take too much upon
yourselves, sons of Levi.”

88 Moses said to Korah, “Listen, please, sons of Levi.
99 Does it seem a small thing to you that the God of Is-
rael has separated you from the assembly of Israel to
bring you near to Himself to do the service of the
tabernacle of the LORD , and to stand before the as-
sembly to minister to them? 1010 And He has brought
you near to Him, and all your brothers, the sons of
Levi, with you, and you also seek the priesthood?
1111 Therefore both you and all your company are gath-
ered together against the LORD , and who is Aaron
that you murmur against him?”

1212 And Moses sent for Dathan and Abiram the sons of
Eliab, who said, “We will not come up. 1313 Is it a small
thing that you have brought us up out of a land that
flows with milk and honey to kill us in the wilderness
because you make yourself a prince over us? 1414 More-
over you have not brought us into a land that flows
with milk and honey nor given us inheritance of fields
and vineyards. Will you put out the eyes of these men?
We will not come up.”

1515 Moses was very angry and said to the LORD , “Do
not respect their offering. I have not taken one donkey
from them, nor have I hurt one of them.”

1616 Moses said to Korah, “You and all your company be
before the LORD , you and them and Aaron, tomorrow.

1717 Let each man take his censer and put incense in it,
and each of you bring his censer before the LORD ,
two hundred and fifty censers. Also you and Aaron
shall each bring his censer.” 1818 Every man took his
censer and put fire in it, and laid incense on it, and
stood at the door of the tent of meeting with Moses
and Aaron. 1919 Korah gathered all the assembly against
them to the door of the tent of meeting, and the glory
of the LORD appeared to all the assembly. 2020 The LORD
spoke to Moses and to Aaron, saying: 2121 Separate your-
selves from among this assembly, that I may consume
them in a moment.

2222 They fell on their faces and said, “O God, the God
of the spirits of all flesh, will one man sin and You will
be angry with all the assembly?”

2323 And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 2424 Speak to
the assembly, saying: Get up from around the tents of
Korah, Dathan, and Abiram.

2525 Moses rose up and went to Dathan and Abiram,
and the elders of Israel followed him. 2626 He spoke to
the assembly, saying, “Depart now from the tents of
these wicked men, and touch nothing of theirs, lest
you be swept away for all their sins.” 2727 So they got up
from the tents of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram, on every
side, and Dathan and Abiram came out and stood in
the opening of their tents, and their wives, and their
sons, and their children.

2828 Moses said, “By this you will know that the LORD
has sent me to do all these works, because I have not
done them of my own mind. 2929 If these men die the
common death of all men, or if they are visited after
the visitation of all men, then the LORD has not sent
me. 3030 But if the LORD makes a new thing, and the
earth opens its mouth and swallows them with all that
belongs to them, and they go down alive into the pit,
then you will know that these men have despised the
LORD .”

3131 So it was, when he finished speaking all these
words, that the ground that was under them split
open. 3232 And the earth opened its mouth and swal-
lowed them, and their houses, and all the men that
belonged to Korah, and all their goods. 3333 And they
and all that belonged to them went down alive into
the pit, and the earth closed on them, and they per-
ished from among the assembly. 3434 All Israel that was
around them fled at their cry because they said, “The
earth will swallow us also.”

3535 A fire went out from the LORD and consumed the
two hundred and fifty men that offered incense.

3636 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 3737 Tell Eleazar
the son of Aaron the priest to take up the censers out
of the blaze, for they are holy. Then scatter the fire far
and wide. 3838 As for the censers of these men who have
sinned at the cost of their own lives, make them into
hammered plates as a covering for the altar, for they
presented them before the LORD and they are holy.
They shall be a sign to the children of Israel.
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3939 So Eleazar the priest took the bronze censers,
which those who were burned had offered, and they
were hammered out as a covering on the altar, 4040 to be
a memorial to the children of Israel, that no outsider,
who is not of the descendants of Aaron, shall ap-
proach to offer incense before the LORD , that he
might not become like Korah and his company, as the
LORD has said to him through Moses.

The People ComplainThe People Complain
4141 But the next day all the assembly of the children of

Israel murmured against Moses and against Aaron,
saying, “You have killed the people of the LORD .”

4242 When the assembly was gathered against Moses
and Aaron, they looked toward the tent of meeting.
The cloud covered it, and the glory of the LORD ap-
peared. 4343 Moses and Aaron went before the tent of
meeting. 4444 And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
4545 “Get up from among this assembly, that I may de-
stroy them in a moment.” And they fell on their faces.

4646 Moses said to Aaron, “Take a censer and put fire in
it from off the altar, and put in incense, and go quickly
to the assembly, and make an atonement for them,
because wrath has gone out from the LORD . The
plague has begun.” 4747 Aaron took it as Moses com-
manded and ran into the midst of the assembly,
where the plague had begun among the people. He
put in incense and made an atonement for the people.
4848 He stood between the dead and the living, and the
plague was stopped. 4949 Now those who died in the
plague were fourteen thousand seven hundred, be-
sides those that died concerning the thing of Korah.
5050 Aaron returned to Moses, to the door of the tent of
meeting, and the plague was stopped.

The Budding of AarThe Budding of Aaronon’’s Rods Rod

And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 22 Speak
to the children of Israel, and take from them a

rod, a rod for the house of their fathers, from all their
leaders according to the house of their fathers, twelve
rods. Write each man’s name on his rod. 33 You will
write the name of Aaron on the rod of Levi, because
one rod will be for each father’s house. 44 You will lay
them in the tent of meeting before the testimony,
where I will meet with you. 55 It will be that the rod of
the man whom I choose will bud. Thus I will rid myself
of the complaints of the children of Israel, that they
have been making against you.

66 Moses spoke to the children of Israel, and each one
of their leaders gave him a rod, one for each leader,
according to their fathers’ houses, even twelve rods,
and the rod of Aaron was among their rods. 77 Moses
laid the rods before the LORD in the tent of witness.

88 When Moses went into the tent of witness the next
day, the rod of Aaron, for the house of Levi, had
sprouted. It brought forth buds, produced blossoms,
and yielded almonds. 99 Moses brought out all the rods

from before the LORD to all the children of Israel, and
they looked, and each man took his rod.

1010 The LORD said to Moses, “Return the rod of Aaron
before the testimony, to be kept for a warning to
rebels, that you may put an end to their complaints
before Me, or else they will die.” 1111 Moses did so. As
the LORD commanded him, so he did.

1212 The children of Israel spoke to Moses, saying, “Be-
hold, we expire, we perish, we all perish. 1313 Anyone ap-
proaching the tabernacle of the LORD will die. Are we
all to perish?”

Duties of Priests and LeDuties of Priests and Levitesvites

And the LORD said to Aaron: You and your sons
and your father’s house with you will bear the

iniquity of the sanctuary, and you and your sons with
you will bear the iniquity of your priesthood. 22 Your
brothers also of the tribe of Levi, the tribe of your fa-
ther, bring with you, and let them be joined with you,
and minister to you. But you and your sons with you
will minister before the tent of witness. 33 They will per-
form duties for you and for the whole tent; but they
will not come near the vessels of the sanctuary or the
altar, so that neither they nor you die. 44 They will be
joined to you and perform the duties of the tent of
meeting, for all the service of the tent; no foreigner
will come near you.

55 You yourselves will perform the duties of the sanc-
tuary and the duties of the altar, so that wrath may
never come upon the children of Israel again. 66 I My-
self have taken your brothers, the Levites, from
among the children of Israel; they are given to you as
a gift from the LORD to perform the service of the tent
of meeting. 77 And you and your sons with you will at-
tend to your priesthood for everything at the altar,
and within the veil, and you will serve. I have given
your priesthood to you as a gift service, and the for-
eigner that comes near will be put to death.

Offerings for Priests and LeOfferings for Priests and Levitesvites
88 The LORD spoke to Aaron: I have certainly given

you the charge of the offerings made to Me, all the
hallowed gifts of the children of Israel. To you and to
your sons have I given them as a portion, as an ordi-
nance forever. 99 This will be yours of the most holy
things, reserved from the fire: All of their offerings, all
of their grain offerings and all of their sin offerings,
and all of their guilt offerings, which they render to
Me, will be most holy for you and for your sons. 1010 In a
most holy place shall you eat it; every male shall eat it.
It shall be holy to you.

1111 This is yours: the offering of their gift, with all the
wave offerings of the children of Israel. I have given
them to you and to your sons and to your daughters
with you, as an eternal statute. Everyone who is clean
in your house will eat of it.
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1212 All the best of the oil, and all the best of the wine,
and of the wheat, the first fruits of what they will offer
to the LORD , those have I given to you. 1313 The first ripe
fruit of all which is in their land, which they will bring
to the LORD , will be yours. Everyone who is clean in
your house will eat of it.

1414 Everything devoted in Israel will be yours. 1515 Every-
thing that opens the womb of all flesh, which they
bring to the LORD , whether it is of men or animals,
will be yours. However, you will surely redeem the
firstborn of man, and the firstborn of unclean beasts
you will redeem. 1616 Their redemption price, reckoned
from one month of age, is five shekels, †† after the
shekel of the sanctuary, which is twenty gerahs.

1717 But the firstborn of a herd animal, or the firstborn
of a sheep, or the firstborn of a goat, you will not re-
deem. They are holy. You will splash their blood on the
altar and will burn their fat as a fire offering, as a
pleasing aroma to the LORD . 1818 Their flesh will be
yours, as the wave breast and as the right shoulder
are yours. 1919 All the offerings of the holy things which
the children of Israel offer to the LORD I have given to
you, and to your sons and your daughters with you, as
an eternal statute. It is a covenant of salt forever be-
fore the LORD , to you and to your seed with you.

2020 The LORD said to Aaron: You will not have an in-
heritance in their land, nor will you have any territory
among them. I am your territory and your inheritance
among the children of Israel.

Tithes for Supporting the LeTithes for Supporting the Levitesvites
2121 I have given the children of Levi all the tithes in Is-

rael for an inheritance, for their service, which they
serve, even the service of the tent of meeting. 2222 Here-
after, the children of Israel shall not come near the
tent of meeting, lest they bear sin and die. 2323 But the
Levites will do the service of the tent of meeting, and
they will bear their iniquity. It will be an eternal statute
throughout your generations, that among the children
of Israel they have no inheritance. 2424 But the tithes of
the children of Israel, which they offer as an offering
to the LORD , I have given to the Levites to inherit.
Therefore I have said to them, among the children of
Israel they will have no inheritance.

The Tithe of the LeThe Tithe of the Levitesvites
2525 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 2626 You will speak

to the Levites, and say to them: When you take from
the children of Israel the tithes that I have given you
from them for your inheritance, then you will offer up
an offering of it to the LORD , even one-tenth of the
tithe. 2727 And this offering will be counted to you, as
though it was the grain of the threshing floor, and as
the fullness of the winepress. 2828 Thus you also will set
apart an offering to the LORD from all the tithes which
you receive from the children of Israel. Out of them

† About 2 ounces, or 58 grams.

you will give the offering of the LORD to Aaron the
priest. 2929 Out of all your gifts you shall present every
offering due to the LORD , from all the best of them,
the consecrated part of them.

3030 You will say to them: When you have offered the
best from it, then it will be counted to the Levites as
the increase of the threshing floor, and as the increase
of the winepress. 3131 You will eat it in every place, you
and your households, because it is your reward for
your service in the tent of meeting. 3232 You will bear no
sin because of it, when you have offered the best of it.
The holy things of the children of Israel you will not
pollute, and you will not die.

Laws of PurificationLaws of Purification

And the LORD spoke to Moses and to Aaron,
saying: 22 This is the statute of the law which the

LORD has commanded, saying: Tell the children of Is-
rael that they will bring you a healthy red heifer, which
has no blemish, and on which a yoke has never gone,
33 and you will give it to Eleazar the priest, and he will
bring it outside the camp, and it will be slaughtered
before him. 44 And Eleazar the priest will take from its
blood with his finger and sprinkle some of its blood di-
rectly before the tent of meeting seven times. 55 Then it
will be burned in his sight. Its hide and its flesh and its
blood, with her dung, will be burned. 66 And the priest
will take cedar wood, and hyssop, and scarlet and
throw it into the midst of the burning of the heifer.
77 Then the priest will wash his clothes, and he will
bathe his body in water, and afterward he will come
into the camp, and the priest will be unclean until
evening. 88 He who burns it will wash his clothes in wa-
ter, and bathe his body in water, and will be unclean
until evening.

99 A man who is clean will gather the ashes of the
heifer and deposit them outside the camp in a clean
place, and it will be guarded for the assembly of the
children of Israel for water of purification. It is for puri-
fying from sin. 1010 He that gathers the ashes of the
heifer will wash his clothes and be unclean until
evening, and it will be for the children of Israel and for
the foreigner that lives among them, for an eternal
statute.

1111 He that touches the dead body of any man will be
unclean seven days. 1212 He will make himself clean on
the third day, and on the seventh day he will be clean.
But if he does not make himself clean on the third day,
then the seventh day he will not be clean. 1313 Whoever
touches the body of any man that is dead and does
not purify himself defiles the tabernacle of the LORD ,
and that person will be cut off from Israel. Because the
water of purification was not sprinkled on him, he will
be unclean. His uncleanness is still on him.

1414 This is the law, when a man dies in a tent. Each
person who comes into the tent and all that is in the
tent will be unclean seven days. 1515 Every open vessel
which has no covering fastened on it is unclean.
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1616 Whoever in the field touches one that is slain with
a sword, or a dead body, or a bone of a man, or a
grave will be unclean seven days.

1717 For an unclean person they will take from the ash-
es of the burnt sin offering, and running water will be
on it in a vessel. 1818 A clean person will take hyssop, and
dip it in the water, and splash it on the tent, and on all
the vessels, and on the people who were there, and on
him that touched a bone, or one slain, or one dead, or
a grave. 1919 The clean person will splash on the unclean
person on the third day and on the seventh day. And
on the seventh day he shall purify himself, wash his
clothes, and bathe in water; and he will be clean at
evening. 2020 But the man who is unclean and does not
purify himself, that person will be cut off from among
the assembly because he has defiled the sanctuary of
the LORD . The water of purification has not been
sprinkled on him. He is unclean. 2121 It will be an eternal
statute to them.

He that sprinkles the water of purification will wash
his clothes, and he that touches the water of purifica-
tion will be unclean until evening. 2222 Whatever the un-
clean person touches will be unclean, and the person
that touches it will be unclean until evening.

Moses Strikes the RockMoses Strikes the Rock

Then the children of Israel, the whole assembly,
came to the Wilderness of Zin in the first month,

and the people dwelt in Kadesh, and Miriam died
there and was buried there.

22 And there was no water for the assembly, and they
gathered themselves together against Moses and
against Aaron. 33 The people argued with Moses, and
spoke, saying, “O that we had died when our brothers
died before the LORD ! 44 And why have you brought up
the assembly of the LORD into this wilderness, that we
and our livestock should die here? 55 And why have you
brought us up from Egypt, to bring us into this evil
place? It is no place of seed, or of figs, or of vines, or of
pomegranates. Nor is there any water to drink.”

66 Moses and Aaron went from the presence of the as-
sembly to the door of the tent of meeting, and they
fell on their faces, and the glory of the LORD appeared
to them. 77 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 88 Take the
rod, and gather the assembly together, you and Aaron
your brother, and speak to the rock before their eyes,
and it will give its water, and you will bring out to them
water from the rock; so you will give the assembly and
their livestock drink.

99 So Moses took the rod from before the LORD , as
He commanded him. 1010 Moses and Aaron gathered the
assembly before the rock, and he said to them, “Hear
now, you rebels. Will we bring out water from this rock
for you?” 1111 And Moses lifted up his hand, and he
struck the rock twice with his rod, and plenty of water
came out, and the assembly drank, and their livestock.

1212 The LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron, “Because
you did not believe in Me, to sanctify Me in the eyes of

the children of Israel, therefore you will not bring this
assembly into the land which I have given them.”

1313 This is the water of Meribah because the children
of Israel argued with the LORD , and He was sanctified
among them.

Edom Denies IsrEdom Denies Israel Passageael Passage
1414 Moses sent messengers from Kadesh to the king

of Edom,
“Thus says your brother Israel: You know all the

hardship that has found us, 1515 how our fathers went
down into Egypt, and we lived in Egypt a long time,
and the Egyptians distressed us and our fathers.
1616 And when we cried out to the LORD , He heard our
voice and sent an angel and brought us out of Egypt.

“And here we are in Kadesh, a city on the edge of
your territory. 1717 Please let us pass through your land.
We will not pass through the fields or the vineyards, or
drink of the water of the wells. We will travel the king’s
highway. We will not turn to the right hand nor the
left, until we have passed through your territory.”

1818 Edom said to him,
“You will not pass through me, lest with the sword I

come out against you.”
1919 The children of Israel said to him,
“We will travel the highway, and if we and our live-

stock drink of your water, then we will pay for it. I will
only go through on my feet without doing anything
else.”

2020 He said,
“You will not go through.”
And Edom came out against them with many people

and with a strong hand. 2121 Edom refused to give Israel
passage through his territory, so Israel turned away
from him.

The Death of AarThe Death of Aaronon
2222 They journeyed from Kadesh, and the children of

Israel, even the whole assembly, came to Mount Hor.
2323 The LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron in Mount Hor,
by the border of the land of Edom, saying, 2424 “Aaron
will be gathered to his people because he will not en-
ter into the land which I have given to the children of
Israel because you rebelled against Me at the water of
Meribah. 2525 Take Aaron and Eleazar his son, and bring
them up to Mount Hor, 2626 and strip Aaron of his gar-
ments, and put them on Eleazar his son, and Aaron
will be gathered to his people, and he will die there.”

2727 Moses did as the LORD commanded, and they
went up onto Mount Hor in the sight of all the assem-
bly. 2828 Moses stripped Aaron of his garments and put
them on Eleazar his son. And Aaron died there on the
top of the mountain, and Moses and Eleazar came
down from the mountain. 2929 When all the assembly
saw that Aaron was dead, they wept for Aaron thirty
days, all the house of Israel.
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ArArad Destrad Destrooyedyed

When King Arad the Canaanite, who lived in the
Negev, heard that Israel came by the way of

Atharim, he fought against Israel and took some of
them captive. 22 Israel vowed a vow to the LORD and
said, “If You will indeed deliver this people into my
hand, then I will utterly destroy their cities.” 33 The
LORD listened to the voice of Israel and delivered up
the Canaanites, and they utterly destroyed them and
their cities, and he called the name of the place
Hormah.

The BrThe Bronze Serpentonze Serpent
44 They journeyed from Mount Hor by the way of the

Red Sea, to go around the land of Edom, and the soul
of the people was very discouraged because of the
way. 55 The people spoke against God and against
Moses, “Why have you brought us up from Egypt to
die in the wilderness? For there is no bread or water,
and our soul loathes this worthless manna.”

66 So the LORD sent poisonous serpents among the
people, and they bit the people, and many children of
Israel died. 77 So the people came to Moses and said,
“We have sinned for we have spoken against the LORD
and against you. Pray to the LORD , and He will take
away the serpents from us.” And Moses prayed for the
people.

88 The LORD said to Moses, “Make a poisonous ser-
pent, and put it on a pole, and it will be, that everyone
who is bitten, when he looks at it, will live.” 99 Moses
made a bronze serpent and put it on a pole, and if a
serpent had bitten any man, when he looked at the
bronze serpent he lived.

The JourneThe Journey to Moaby to Moab
1010 The children of Israel set out and camped in

Oboth. 1111 They journeyed from Oboth and camped at
Iye Abarim in the wilderness, which is before Moab to-
ward the sunrise. 1212 From there they journeyed and
camped in the Valley of Zered. 1313 From there they jour-
neyed and camped on the other side of Arnon, which
is in the wilderness that comes out of the borders of
the Amorites, for Arnon is the border of Moab, be-
tween Moab and the Amorites. 1414 Therefore it is said in
the Book of the Wars of the LORD :
“Zahab in Suphah, and in the brooks
of Arnon, 1515 and at the stream of the brooks

that goes down to the dwelling of Ar,
and lies on the border of Moab.”

1616 From there they went to Beer. That is the well of
which the LORD spoke to Moses, “Gather the people
together, and I will give them water.”

1717 Then Israel sang this song:
“Spring up, O well!
sing to it—

1818 the leaders dug the well;

the nobles of the people dug,
by the lawgiver, with their staffs.”

And from the wilderness they went to Mattanah, 1919 and
from Mattanah to Nahaliel, and from Nahaliel to
Bamoth, 2020 and from Bamoth in the valley that is in the
country of Moab to the top of Pisgah, which looks to-
ward Jeshimon.

King Sihon DefeatedKing Sihon Defeated
2121 Israel sent messengers to Sihon king of the Amor-

ites, saying, 2222 “Let me pass through your land. We will
not turn into the fields nor into the vineyards. We will
not drink of the waters of the well. But we will go
along by the king’s highway until we are past your bor-
ders.”

2323 Sihon would not allow Israel to pass through his
border. But Sihon gathered all his people together and
went out against Israel into the wilderness, and he
came to Jahaz and fought against Israel. 2424 Israel de-
feated him with the edge of the sword and possessed
his land from Arnon to Jabbok, all the way to the chil-
dren of Ammon, because the border of the children of
Ammon was strong. 2525 Israel took all these cities, and
Israel lived in all the cities of the Amorites, in Hesh-
bon, and in all its villages. 2626 Because Heshbon was the
city of Sihon the king of the Amorites, who had fought
against the former king of Moab and taken all his land
out of his hand, to Arnon.

2727 Therefore they that speak in proverbs say:
“Come into Heshbon; let it be built,
and let the city of Sihon be established,

2828 because a fire went out of Heshbon,
a flame from the city of Sihon;

it has devoured Ar of Moab
and the masters of the high places of Arnon.

2929 Woe to you, Moab!
You have perished, O people of Chemosh!

He has made his sons fugitives,
and his daughters captives,
to Sihon king of the Amorites.

3030 “We have overthrown them;
Heshbon is perished to Dibon,

and we have desolated them to Nophah,
which reaches to Medeba.”

3131 Thus Israel lived in the land of the Amorites.

King Og DefeatedKing Og Defeated
3232 Moses sent to spy out Jazer, and they took its vil-

lages and drove out the Amorites who were there.
3333 They turned and went up by the way of Bashan, and
Og the king of Bashan went out against them, he and
all his people, to the battle at Edrei.

3434 The LORD said to Moses, “Do not fear him because
into your hand I have given him, and all his people,
and his land, and you will do to him as you did to Si-
hon king of the Amorites, who dwelt at Heshbon.”
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3535 So they killed him, and his sons, and all his people,
until there was not a survivor left to him alive, and
they possessed his land.

Balak Summons BalaamBalak Summons Balaam

Then the children of Israel set out and camped
in the plains of Moab on the other side of the

Jordan from Jericho.
22 Balak the son of Zippor saw all that Israel had done

to the Amorites. 33 Moab was very afraid of the people
because they were many, and Moab was distressed
because of the children of Israel.

44 Moab said to the elders of Midian, “Now this com-
pany will lick up all that are around us, as the ox licks
up the grass of the field.”

And Balak the son of Zippor was king of the
Moabites at that time. 55 He sent messengers to Bal-
aam the son of Beor at Pethor, which is by the Eu-
phrates in the land of the sons of his people, to call
him, saying,

“A people went out from Egypt. They cover the face
of the earth, and they dwell next to me. 66 And now,
please come curse this people for me because they
are too mighty for me. Perhaps I will prevail, and we
will defeat them, and I will drive them out of the land
because I know that he whom you bless is blessed,
and he whom you curse is cursed.”

77 The elders of Moab and the elders of Midian went
with the divination payments in their hand, and they
came to Balaam and spoke to him the words of Balak.

88 He said to them, “Lodge here tonight, and I will
bring you word again, as the LORD will speak to me.”
And the leaders of Moab dwelt with Balaam.

99 God came to Balaam and said, “Who are these men
with you?”

1010 And Balaam said to God, “Balak the son of Zippor,
king of Moab, has sent word to me, saying, 1111 ‘A people
went out of Egypt who covers the face of the earth.
Now come, curse them for me. Perhaps I will be able
to battle them and drive them out.’”

1212 God said to Balaam, “You will not go with them.
You will not curse the people because they are
blessed.”

1313 So Balaam rose up in the morning and said to the
princes of Balak, “Go to your land because the LORD
refuses to let me to go with you.”

1414 The princes of Moab rose up, and they went to Bal-
ak and said, “Balaam refuses to come with us.”

1515 Again Balak sent officials, more numerous and
more honorable than they. 1616 They came to Balaam
and said to him,

“Thus says Balak the son of Zippor, ‘Please, let noth-
ing hold you back from coming to me, 1717 because I will
promote you to very great honor, and anything you
say to me I will do. Come please, curse this people for
me.’”

1818 Balaam answered the servants of Balak, “If Balak
gave me his house full of silver and gold, I am not able

to go beyond the command of the LORD my God, to
do less or more. 1919 Now please remain here tonight,
that I may know what more the LORD will say to me.”

2020 God came to Balaam at night and said to him, “If
the men come to call you, rise up and go with them.
But surely the word which I will say to you, that will
you do.”

Balaam, the DonkeBalaam, the Donkeyy, and the Angel, and the Angel
2121 Balaam rose up in the morning, and saddled his

donkey, and went with the princes of Moab. 2222 The
anger of God was inflamed because he went, and the
angel †† of the LORD stood in the way as an adversary
against him. Now he was riding on his donkey, and his
two servants were with him. 2323 The donkey saw the an-
gel of the LORD standing in the way, and His sword
was drawn in His hand, so the donkey turned out of
the way and went into the field. Balaam struck the
donkey to turn her onto the road.

2424 But the angel of the LORD stood in a narrow path
of the vineyards, a wall on this side and a wall on that
side. 2525 When the donkey saw the angel of the LORD ,
she threw herself into the wall and crushed the foot of
Balaam against the wall, and he struck her again.

2626 The angel of the LORD went further and stood in a
narrow place where there was no way to turn either to
the right hand or to the left. 2727 When the donkey saw
the angel of the LORD , she fell down under Balaam,
and the anger of Balaam was inflamed, and he struck
the donkey with a staff. 2828 Then the LORD opened the
mouth of the donkey, and she said to Balaam, “What
have I done to you, that you have struck me these
three times?”

2929 And Balaam said to the donkey, “You have mocked
me. O that there was a sword in my hand, for now I
would kill you.”

3030 The donkey said to Balaam, “Am I not your donkey,
whom you have ridden since I became yours, to this
day? Do I normally do this to you?”

And he said, “No.”
3131 Then the LORD opened the eyes of Balaam, and he

saw the angel of the LORD standing in the way, and
His sword was drawn in His hand, and he bowed his
head and fell flat on his face.

3232 The angel of the LORD said to him, “Why have you
struck your donkey these three times? I have come out
to oppose you, because your way is perverse before
Me. 3333 And the donkey saw Me and turned from Me
these three times. If she had not turned from Me,
surely by now I would have slain you and saved her
alive.”

3434 Balaam said to the angel of the LORD , “I have
sinned because I did not know that You stood in the
way against me. Now therefore, if it displeases You, I
will return.”

† At times the Lord speaks directly through an angel (cf. the
story of the burning bush in Ex 3:2–4).
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3535 The angel of the LORD said to Balaam, “Go with
the men. But only speak the word that I tell you to
speak.” So Balaam went with the leaders of Balak.

3636 When Balak heard that Balaam had come, he went
out to meet him in a city of Moab which is on the bor-
der of Arnon, which is at the furthest end of the bor-
der. 3737 Balak said to Balaam, “Did I not earnestly send
to summon you? Why did you not come to me? Indeed
am I not able to honor you?”

3838 And Balaam said to Balak, “I have come to you
now. But am I able to speak just anything? The word
God puts in my mouth is what I will speak.”

3939 Balaam went with Balak, and they came to Kiriath
Huzoth. 4040 Balak offered oxen and sheep and sent
them to Balaam and to the officials who were with
him.

BalaamBalaam’’s First Prs First Prophecyophecy
4141 It came to pass on the next day that Balak took

Balaam and brought him up to Bamoth Baal, and from
there he saw the extent of the people.

And Balaam said to Balak, “Build for me seven
altars, and prepare for me seven oxen and sev-

en rams.” 22 Balak did as Balaam had spoken, and Balak
and Balaam offered on every altar a bull and a ram.

33 Balaam said to Balak, “Stand by your burnt offering,
and I will go. Perhaps the LORD will come to meet me,
and whatever He shows me I will tell you.” And he
went to a high place.

44 God met Balaam, and he said to Him, “I have pre-
pared seven altars, and I have offered on every altar a
bull and a ram.”

55 The LORD put a word in the mouth of Balaam and
said, “Return to Balak, and thus you will speak.”

66 So he returned to Balak, who was standing by his
burnt offering with all the princes of Moab. 77 Then Bal-
aam uttered his oracle, saying:
“Balak has brought me from Aram,
the king of Moab from the mountains of the east,

saying, ‘Come, curse Jacob for me,
and come, defy Israel!’

88 How will I curse
whom God has not cursed?

Or how will I defy
whom the LORD has not defied?

99 For from the top of the rocks I see him,
and from the hills I behold him;

there, the people will dwell alone
and will not be counted among the nations.

1010 Who can count the dust of Jacob
and the number of the fourth part of Israel?

Let me die the death of the righteous,
and let my last end be like his!”

1111 And Balak said to Balaam, “What have you done to
me? I brought you to curse my enemies, but now you
have certainly blessed them.”

1212 He answered and said, “Must I not take heed to
speak what the LORD puts in my mouth?”

BalaamBalaam’’s Second Prs Second Prophecyophecy
1313 And Balak said to him, “Please come with me to an-

other place from where you may see them. You will
see part of them, but will not see them all. Curse them
for me from there.” 1414 He brought him into the field of
Zophim, to the top of Pisgah, and built seven altars
and offered a bull and a ram on each altar.

1515 He said to Balak, “Stand here by your burnt offer-
ings while I meet the LORD over there.”

1616 The LORD met Balaam and put a word in his
mouth and said, “Go again to Balak, and thus you will
speak.”

1717 When he came to him, he was standing by his
burnt offerings with the princes of Moab. And Balak
said to him, “What has the LORD spoken?”

1818 And he took up his parable and said:
“Rise up, Balak, and hear!
Listen to me, you son of Zippor!

1919 God is not a man, that He should lie,
nor a son of man, that He should repent.

Has He spoken, and will He not do it?
Or has He spoken, and will He not make it good?

2020 See, I have received a commandment to bless,
and He has blessed, and I cannot reverse it.

2121 “He has not beheld iniquity in Jacob,
nor has He seen perverseness in Israel.

The LORD his God is with him,
and the shout of a king is among them.

2222 God, who brings them out of Egypt,
has strength like a wild ox.

2323 Surely there is no enchantment against Jacob,
nor is there any divination against Israel.

For this time it will be said of Jacob and of Israel,
‘See what God has done!’

2424 A people rises up as a great lion,
and lifts itself up like a lion;

it shall not lie down until it eats the prey
and drinks the blood of the slain.”

2525 Balak said to Balaam, “Do not curse them at all,
nor bless them at all.”

2626 But Balaam answered and said to Balak, “Did I not
tell you, saying, ‘All that the LORD speaks, I must do’?”

BalaamBalaam’’s Thirs Third Prd Prophecyophecy
2727 And Balak said to Balaam, “Please come. I will

bring you to another place. Perhaps it will please God
that you may curse them for me from there.” 2828 Balak
brought Balaam to the top of Peor, which looks toward
Jeshimon.

2929 Balaam said to Balak, “Build for me seven altars,
and prepare for me seven bulls and seven rams.”
3030 Balak did as Balaam said and offered a bull and a
ram on each altar.

And when Balaam saw that it pleased the LORD
to bless Israel, he did not go as other times to

seek for enchantments, but he set his face toward the
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wilderness. 22 Balaam lifted up his eyes, and he saw Is-
rael dwelling in their tents by their tribes, and the Spir-
it of God came on him. 33 He took up his proverb and
said:
“Balaam the son of Beor has said,
and the man whose eyes are open has said,

44 he has said, who heard the words of God,
who saw the vision of the Almighty,
falling into a trance, but having his eyes open:

55 “How lovely are your tents, O Jacob,
and your tabernacles, O Israel!

66 “Like palm trees are they spread out,
like gardens by the river’s side,

like the aloe plant, which the LORD has planted,
and like cedar trees beside the waters.

77 He will pour the water out of his buckets,
and his seed will be in many waters.

“His king will be higher than Agag,
and his kingdom will be exalted.

88 “God brings him out of Egypt;
he has the horns of a wild ox;

he will eat up the nations, his enemies,
and will break their bones,
and pierce them through with his arrows.

99 He crouches, he lies down as a lion, and as a lion,
who will stir him up?

“Blessed is he who blesses you,
and cursed is he who curses you.”

1010 The anger of Balak was inflamed against Balaam,
and he struck his hands together. And Balak said to
Balaam, “I called you to curse my enemies, and in-
deed, you have certainly blessed them these three
times. 1111 Now flee to your own place. I thought to pro-
mote you to great honor. But certainly, the LORD has
kept you back from honor.”

1212 Balaam said to Balak, “Did I not speak to your mes-
sengers which you sent to me, saying, 1313 ‘If Balak
would give me his house full of silver and gold, I can-
not go beyond the mouth of the LORD , to do either
good or bad of my own mind. But what the LORD
speaks, I will speak’? 1414 And now, I am going to my
people. Come, I will advise you what this people will
do to your people in the latter days.”

BalaamBalaam’’s Fourth Prs Fourth Prophecyophecy
1515 He took up his parable and said:

“The oracle of Balaam the son of Beor,
and the oracle of the man whose eyes are open;

1616 the oracle of the one hearing the words of God,
and knowing the knowledge of the Most High,

who sees the vision of the Almighty,
falling into a trance, but having his eyes open:

1717 “I will see him, but not now;
I will behold him, but not near;

a star will come out of Jacob,
and a scepter will rise out of Israel,

and will crush the borderlands of Moab,
and destroy all the children of Sheth.

1818 Edom will be a possession,
and Seir, a possession of its enemies,
while Israel does valiantly.

1919 One out of Jacob shall have dominion,
and destroy the survivors of the city.”

2020 Then he looked on Amalek; he took up his proverb
and said:
“Amalek was the first of the nations,
but his end will be that he perishes forever.”

2121 He looked on the Kenites and took up his proverb
and said:
“Strong is your dwelling place,
and you put your nest in a rock;

2222 nevertheless the Kenite will be wasted.
How long until Ashur carries you away captive?”

2323 He took up his proverb and said:
“Alas, who will live when God does this?

2424 And ships will come from the coasts of Cyprus
and will afflict Ashur and will afflict Eber,
and he also will perish forever.”

2525 Balaam rose up and went and returned to his
place, and Balak also went his way.

Moab Seduces IsrMoab Seduces Israelael

While Israel dwelt in Shittim, the people began
to commit harlotry with the women of Moab.

22 They called the people to the sacrifices of their gods,
and the people ate and bowed down to their gods.
33 Israel joined himself to the Baal of Peor, and the
anger of the LORD was inflamed against Israel.

44 The LORD said to Moses, “Take all the chiefs of the
people and hang them before the LORD in the sun,
that the fierce anger of the LORD turn from Israel.”

55 Moses said to the judges of Israel, “Kill each of the
men who have aligned themselves with the Baal of Pe-
or.”

66 Behold, one of the children of Israel came and
brought to his brothers a Midianite woman in the
sight of Moses and in the sight of all the assembly of
the children of Israel, who were weeping before the
door of the tent of meeting. 77 When Phinehas the son
of Eleazar, the son of Aaron the priest, saw it, he rose
up from among the assembly and took a spear in his
hand, 88 and he went after the man of Israel into the
tent, and thrust both of them through, the man of Is-
rael and the woman through her belly. So the plague
was stopped from the children of Israel. 99 Those that
died in the plague were twenty-four thousand.

1010 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 1111 “Phinehas the
son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron the priest, has turned
My wrath away from the children of Israel, because he
was zealous for My sake among them, so I did not ex-
terminate the children of Israel in My zeal. 1212 Therefore
say, ‘I hereby grant him My covenant of peace. 1313 And it
will be for him and his seed after him, even the
covenant of an everlasting priesthood, because he
was zealous for his God and made an atonement for
the children of Israel.’”
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1414 Now the name of the slain Israelite who was slain
with the Midianite woman was Zimri the son of Salu, a
leader of a chief house among the Simeonites. 1515 The
name of the Midianite woman that was slain was
Kozbi the daughter of Zur. He was chief over a people
and of a father’s house in Midian.

1616 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 1717 “Be hostile to
the Midianites, and defeat them, 1818 because they have
been hostile to you with their wiles, with which they
have deceived you in the matter of Peor and in the
matter of Kozbi the daughter of a leader of Midian,
their sister, who was slain on the day of the plague be-
cause of Peor.”

The Second CensusThe Second Census

After the plague, the LORD spoke to Moses and
to Eleazar the son of Aaron the priest, saying,

22 “Take the count of all the assembly of the children of
Israel from twenty years old and older, throughout
their fathers’ houses, all that are able to go to war in
Israel.” 33 Moses and Eleazar the priest spoke with them
in the plains of Moab by Jordan near Jericho, saying,
44 “Take the count of the people from twenty years old
and older,” as the LORD commanded Moses.

The children of Israel, who went out of the land of
Egypt, were these:

55 Reuben, the oldest son of Israel. The children of
Reuben:
of Hanok, from whom comes the family of the
Hanokites;
of Pallu, the family of the Palluites;
66 of Hezron, the family of the Hezronites;
of Karmi, the family of the Karmites.

77 These are the families of the Reubenites: those who
were counted were forty-three thousand seven hun-
dred and thirty.

88 The son of Pallu was Eliab. 99 The sons of Eliab were
Nemuel, and Dathan, and Abiram. This is that Dathan
and Abiram, called out from the assembly, who ar-
gued against Moses and against Aaron in the compa-
ny of Korah when they argued against the LORD .
1010 And the earth opened its mouth and swallowed
them with Korah when that company died, when the
fire devoured two hundred and fifty men, and they be-
came a sign. 1111 But the children of Korah did not die.

1212 The sons of Simeon by their families were:
of Nemuel, the family of the Nemuelites;
of Jamin, the family of the Jaminites;
of Jakin, the family of the Jakinites;
1313 of Zerah, the family of the Zerahites;
of Shaul, the family of the Shaulites.

1414 These are the families of the Simeonites: twenty-two
thousand two hundred.

1515 The children of Gad by their families were:
of Zephon, the family of the Zephonites;
of Haggi, the family of the Haggites;
of Shuni, the family of the Shunites;
1616 of Ozni, the family of the Oznites;

of Eri, the family of the Erites;
1717 of Arodi, the family of the Arodites;
of Areli, the family of the Arelites.

1818 These are the families of the children of Gad accord-
ing to those by their count: forty thousand five hun-
dred.
1919 The sons of Judah were Er and Onan, and Er and
Onan died in the land of Canaan.

2020 The sons of Judah after their families were:
of Shelah, the family of the Shelanites;
of Perez, the family of the Perezites;
of Zerah, the family of the Zerahites.
2121 The sons of Perez were:
of Hezron, the family of the Hezronites;
of Hamul, the family of the Hamulites.

2222 These are the families of Judah by their count: sev-
enty-six thousand five hundred.

2323 The sons of Issachar by their families were:
of Tola, the family of the Tolaites;
of Puah, the family of the Puites;
2424 of Jashub, the family of the Jashubites;
of Shimron, the family of the Shimronites.

2525 These are the families of Issachar by their count: six-
ty-four thousand three hundred.

2626 The sons of Zebulun by their families were:
of Sered, the family of the Seredites;
of Elon, the family of the Elonites;
of Jahleel, the family of the Jahleelites.

2727 These are the families of the Zebulunites by their
count: sixty thousand five hundred.
2828 The sons of Joseph according to their families, by
Manasseh and Ephraim, were:

2929 The sons of Manasseh:
of Makir, the family of the Makirites, and Makir be-
got Gilead;
of Gilead, the family of the Gileadites.
3030 These are the sons of Gilead:
of Iezer, the family of the Iezerites;
of Helek, the family of the Helekites;
3131 and of Asriel, the family of the Asrielites;
and of Shechem, the family of the Shechemites;
3232 and of Shemida, the family of the Shemidaites;
and of Hepher, the family of the Hepherites.
3333 Zelophehad the son of Hepher had no sons,
but daughters, and the names of the daughters
of Zelophehad were Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah,
Milkah, and Tirzah.

3434 These are the families of Manasseh, and those who
were numbered of them were fifty-two thousand sev-
en hundred.

3535 These are the sons of Ephraim according to their
families:
of Shuthelah, the family of the Shuthelahites;
of Beker, the family of the Bekerites;
of Tahan, the family of the Tahanites.
3636 These are the sons of Shuthelah:
of Eran, the family of the Eranites.
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3737 These are the families of the sons of Ephraim by
their count: thirty-two thousand five hundred.
These are the sons of Joseph by their families.

3838 The sons of Benjamin by their families were:
of Bela, the family of the Belaites;
of Ashbel, the family of the Ashbelites;
of Ahiram, the family of the Ahiramites;
3939 of Shupham, the family of the Shuphamites;
of Hupham, the family of the Huphamites.
4040 The sons of Bela were Ard and Naaman:
of Ard, the family of the Ardites;
and of Naaman, the family of the Naamites.

4141 These are the sons of Benjamin by their families,
and by their count: forty-five thousand six hundred.

4242 These are the sons of Dan according to their fam-
ilies:
of Shuham, the family of the Shuhamites.

These are the families of Dan after their families. 4343 All
the families of the Shuhamites, by their count, were
sixty-four thousand four hundred.

4444 The sons of Asher by their families were:
of Imnah, the family of the Imnites;
of Ishvi, the family of the Ishvites;
of Beriah, the family of the Beriites.
4545 of the sons of Beriah were:
of Heber, the family of the Heberites;
of Malkiel, the family of the Malkielites.

4646 The name of the daughter of Asher was Serah.
4747 These are the families of the sons of Asher by their
count: fifty-three thousand four hundred.

4848 Of the sons of Naphtali by their families were:
of Jahzeel, the family of the Jahzeelites;
of Guni, the family of the Gunites;
4949 of Jezer, the family of the Jezerites;
of Shillem, the family of the Shillemites.

5050 These are the families of Naphtali according to their
families; those who were numbered of them were
forty-five thousand four hundred.
5151 These were the counted of the children of Israel: six
hundred and one thousand, seven hundred and thirty.

5252 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 5353 To these the
land will be divided for an inheritance by the number
of names. 5454 To a large tribe you shall give a large in-
heritance, and to small tribe you shall give a small in-
heritance. To each one his inheritance will be given ac-
cording to those who were numbered of him. 5555 But
the land will be divided by lot. By the names of the
tribes of their fathers they will inherit. 5656 According to
the lot his possession will be divided between large
and small.

5757 These are those counted of the Levites by their
families:
of Gershon, the family of the Gershonites;
of Kohath, the family of the Kohathites;
of Merari, the family of the Merarites.
5858 These are the families of the Levites:
the family of the Libnites,
the family of the Hebronites,

the family of the Mahlites,
the family of the Mushites,
the family of the Korahites.
And Kohath begot Amram. 5959 And the name of the
wife of Amram was Jochebed, the daughter of
Levi, whom her mother bore to Levi in Egypt, and
she bore to Amram Aaron and Moses and Miriam
their sister. 6060 To Aaron was born Nadab, and Abi-
hu, Eleazar, and Ithamar. 6161 Nadab and Abihu died
when they offered foreign fire before the LORD .

6262 Those who were numbered of them were twenty-
three thousand, each male from a month old and old-
er; for they were not counted among the children of
Israel, because there was no inheritance given them
among the children of Israel.

6363 These were counted by Moses and Eleazar the
priest, who counted the children of Israel in the plains
of Moab by Jordan near Jericho. 6464 But among these
there was not a man counted by Moses and Aaron the
priest when they counted the children of Israel in the
Wilderness of Sinai 6565 because the LORD had said of
them, “They will surely die in the wilderness.” And
there was not a man left of them, except Caleb the son
of Jephunneh and Joshua the son of Nun.

Laws of InheritanceLaws of Inheritance
Nu 36:1–12

Then came near the daughters of Zelophehad,
the son of Hepher, the son of Gilead, the son of

Makir, the son of Manasseh, of the families of Man-
asseh the son of Joseph, and these are the names of
his daughters: Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah, Milkah, and
Tirzah. 22 They stood before Moses, and before Eleazar
the priest, and before the leaders and all the assembly
by the door of the tent of meeting, saying, 33 “Our fa-
ther died in the wilderness, and he was not in the
company of them that gathered against the LORD , in
the company of Korah, but died in his own sin and had
no sons. 44 Why should the name of our father diminish
from among his family, because he has no son? Give
to us a possession among the brothers of our father.”

55 Moses brought their case before the LORD . 66 The
LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 77 The daughters of
Zelophehad speak right. You will certainly give them
an inheritance among their father’s brothers, and you
will cause the inheritance of their father to pass on to
them.

88 You will speak to the children of Israel, saying, “If a
man dies, and has no son, then you will cause his in-
heritance to pass on to his daughter. 99 If he has no
daughter, then you will give his inheritance to his
brothers. 1010 If he has no brothers, then you will give his
inheritance to his father’s brothers. 1111 If his father has
no brothers, then you will give his inheritance to his
closest kinsman in his family, and he will possess it.
And it will be for the children of Israel a statute of
judgment, as the LORD commanded Moses.”
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Joshua to Succeed MosesJoshua to Succeed Moses
1212 The LORD said to Moses, “Go up into this mountain

of Abarim, and see the land which I have given to the
children of Israel. 1313 When you have seen it, you also
will be gathered to your people as Aaron your brother
was gathered. 1414 For you rebelled against My com-
mandment in the Wilderness of Zin when the congre-
gation argued against Me. You did not show My holi-
ness at the waters before their eyes.” (These are the
waters of Meribah in Kadesh in the Wilderness of Zin.)

1515 Moses spoke to the LORD , saying, 1616 “Let the LORD
, the God of the spirits of all flesh, appoint a man over
the assembly 1717 who will go out before them, and who
will go in before them, and who will lead them out,
and who will bring them in, so the assembly of the
LORD will not be like sheep who do not have a shep-
herd.”

1818 The LORD said to Moses, “Take Joshua the son of
Nun, a man in whom is the Spirit, and lay your hand
on him, 1919 and cause him to stand before Eleazar the
priest and before all the assembly, and command in
their sight. 2020 You will put some of your majesty on
him, in order that all the assembly of the children of
Israel will listen. 2121 He will stand before Eleazar the
priest, who will ask for him about the judgment of the
Urim before the LORD . At his word will they go out,
and at his word they will come in, both he and all the
children of Israel with him, even all the assembly.”

2222 Moses did as the LORD commanded him, and he
took Joshua, and he caused him to stand before
Eleazar the priest and before all the assembly. 2323 And
he laid his hands on him and commanded him as the
LORD spoke by the hand of Moses.

Daily OfferingsDaily Offerings

And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 22 Com-
mand the children of Israel and say to them: My

offering, My bread for My sacrifices made by fire, as a
pleasing aroma to Me, you will guard to offer to Me at
their time. 33 You will say to them: This is the fire offer-
ing which you will bring near to the LORD : two male
lambs in their first year, without blemish, day by day,
as a regular burnt offering. 44 The one lamb you will of-
fer in the morning, and the other lamb you will offer at
evening, 55 and one-tenth of an ephah †† of flour as a
grain offering, mingled with one-fourth of a hin †††† of
beaten oil. 66 It is a regular burnt offering, which was
ordained at Mount Sinai as a pleasing aroma, a sacri-
fice made by fire to the LORD . 77 Its drink offering will
be one-fourth of a hin for the one lamb. In a holy place
you will pour the strong wine to the LORD as a drink
offering. 88 The other lamb you will offer at evening. As
the morning grain offering and its drink offering, you

† Likely about 31/2 pounds, or 1.6 kilograms; and in vv. 13, 21,
and 29. †† About 1 quart, or 1 liter; and in vv. 7 and 14.

will offer it as an offering made by fire, a pleasing aro-
ma to the LORD .

Sabbath OfferingsSabbath Offerings
99 On the Sabbath day two lambs in their first year,

without blemish, and two-tenths of an ephah ‡‡ of flour
as a grain offering, mixed with oil, and its drink offer-
ing— 1010 this is the burnt offering of every Sabbath, in
addition to the regular burnt offering and its drink of-
fering.

Monthly OfferingsMonthly Offerings
1111 At the beginnings of your months you will offer a

burnt offering to the LORD : two young bulls, one ram,
seven lambs in their first year, without blemish;
1212 three-tenths of an ephah ‡†‡† of flour as a grain offer-
ing, mixed with oil, for one bull; and two-tenths of an
ephah of flour as a grain offering, mixed with oil, for
one ram; 1313 and one-tenth of an ephah of flour mixed
with oil as a grain offering for one lamb; as a burnt of-
fering of a pleasing aroma, a sacrifice made by fire to
the LORD . 1414 Their drink offerings will be one-half a
hin ‡‡‡‡ of wine for a bull, and one-third of a hin ‡‡†‡‡† for a
ram, and one-fourth of a hin for a lamb. This is the
burnt offering of each month throughout the months
of the year. 1515 Also one male goat as a sin offering to
the LORD shall be offered, besides the regular burnt
offering and its drink offering.

PassoPassover Offeringsver Offerings
Ex 12:14–20; Lev 23:4–8; Dt 16:1–8

1616 On the fourteenth day of the first month is the
Passover of the LORD . 1717 On the fifteenth day of this
month is the feast. Unleavened bread will be eaten for
seven days. 1818 On the first day there will be a holy con-
vocation. You will not do any ordinary work, 1919 but you
will offer a sacrifice made by fire as a burnt offering to
the LORD : two young bulls, and one ram, and seven
lambs in their first year. Be sure they are without
blemish. 2020 And their grain offering will be of flour
mixed with oil. Three-tenths of an ephah you will offer
for a bull, and two-tenths of an ephah for a ram.
2121 One-tenth of an ephah you will offer for each of the
seven lambs, 2222 and one goat as a sin offering, to make
an atonement for you. 2323 You will offer these in addi-
tion to the burnt offering in the morning, which is for
a regular burnt offering. 2424 The same way you will offer
daily, throughout the seven days, the food of the sacri-
fice made by fire, as a pleasing aroma to the LORD . It
will be offered in addition to the regular burnt offering
and its drink offering. 2525 And on the seventh day you
will have a holy assembly. You will not do any ordinary
work.

‡ Likely about 7 pounds, or 3.2 kilograms; and in vv. 12, 20, and
28. ‡† Likely about 11 pounds, or 5 kilograms; and in vv. 20 and
28. ‡‡ About 2 quarts, or 1.9 liters. ‡‡† About 11/3 quarts, or
1.3 liters.
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Offerings at the Feast of WOfferings at the Feast of Weekseeks
Lev 23:15–22; Dt 16:9–12

2626 And on the day of the first fruits, when you bring a
new grain offering to the LORD at your Feast of
Weeks, you will have a holy assembly. You will do no
ordinary work. 2727 But you will offer the burnt offering
as a pleasing aroma to the LORD : two young bulls,
one ram, and seven lambs in their first year; 2828 and
their grain offering of flour mixed with oil, three-
tenths of an ephah for one bull, two-tenths of an
ephah for one ram, 2929 one-tenth of an ephah for each
of the seven lambs; 3030 and one goat, to make an atone-
ment for you. 3131 Make sure they are without blemish.
You will offer them with their drink offerings, besides
the regular burnt offering and its grain offering.

Offerings at the Feast of TOfferings at the Feast of Trumpetsrumpets
Lev 23:23–25

In the seventh month, on the first day of the
month, you will have a holy assembly. You will

do no ordinary work. It is a day of blowing the trum-
pets for you. 22 You will offer a burnt offering as a
pleasing aroma to the LORD : one young bull, one
ram, and seven lambs in their first year, without blem-
ish; 33 their grain offering will be of flour mixed with oil,
three-tenths of an ephah †† for a bull, and two-tenths of
an ephah †††† for a ram, 44 and one-tenth of an ephah ‡‡

for one lamb, for the seven lambs; 55 also one goat as a
sin offering, to make an atonement for you; 66 besides
the burnt offering of the month and its grain offering,
and the daily burnt offering and its grain offering, and
their drink offerings, according to their rule, as a
pleasing aroma, a sacrifice made by fire to the LORD .

Offerings on the Day of AtonementOfferings on the Day of Atonement
Lev 16:2–34; 23:26–32

77 You will have a holy assembly on the tenth day of
this seventh month, and you will afflict yourselves. You
will not do any work on it. 88 But you will offer a burnt
offering to the LORD as a pleasing aroma: one young
bull, one ram, and seven lambs in their first year. Be
sure they are without blemish. 99 Their grain offering
will be of flour mixed with oil, three-tenths of an
ephah for the bull, and two-tenths of an ephah for one
ram, 1010 and one-tenth of an ephah for each of the sev-
en lambs; 1111 also one goat as a sin offering in addition
to the sin offering of atonement, and the regular
burnt offering, and its grain offering, and their drink
offerings.

Offerings at the Feast of TOfferings at the Feast of Tabernaclesabernacles
Lev 23:33–43; Dt 16:13–17

1212 On the fifteenth day of the seventh month you will
have a holy convocation. You will do no ordinary work,

† Likely about 11 pounds, or 5 kilograms; and in vv. 9 and 14.
†† Likely about 7 pounds, or 3.2 kilograms; and in vv. 9 and 14.
‡ Likely about 31/2 pounds, or 1.6 kilograms; and in vv. 10 and 15.

and you will keep a feast to the LORD seven days.
1313 And you will offer a burnt offering, a sacrifice made
by fire, as a pleasing aroma to the LORD : thirteen
young bulls, two rams, and fourteen lambs in their
first year, without blemish. 1414 And their grain offering
will be of flour mixed with oil, three-tenths of an
ephah to a bull, and two-tenths of an ephah to each
ram of the two rams, 1515 and one-tenth to each lamb of
the fourteen lambs; 1616 and one goat as a sin offering in
addition to the regular burnt offering, its grain offer-
ing, and its drink offering.

1717 On the second day present twelve young bulls, two
rams, fourteen lambs in their first year without blem-
ish, 1818 and their grain offering and their drink offer-
ings, for the bulls, for the rams, and for the lambs, by
their number according to the ordinance; 1919 also one
goat as a sin offering, besides the regular burnt offer-
ing, and its grain offering, and their drink offerings.

2020 On the third day present eleven bulls, two rams,
fourteen lambs in their first year without blemish,
2121 and their grain offering and their drink offerings, for
the bulls, for the rams, and for the lambs, by their
number according to the ordinance; 2222 also one goat
as a sin offering, besides the regular burnt offering,
and its grain offering, and its drink offering.

2323 On the fourth day present ten bulls, two rams, and
fourteen lambs in their first year without blemish,
2424 and their grain offering and their drink offerings, for
the bulls, for the rams, and for the lambs, by their
number according to the ordinance; 2525 also one goat
as a sin offering in addition to the regular burnt offer-
ing, its grain offering, and its drink offering.

2626 On the fifth day present nine bulls, two rams, and
fourteen lambs in their first year without blemish,
2727 and their grain offering and their drink offerings, for
the bulls, for the rams, and for the lambs, by their
number according to the ordinance; 2828 also one goat
as a sin offering in addition to the regular burnt offer-
ing, and its grain offering, and its drink offering.

2929 On the sixth day present eight bulls, two rams, and
fourteen lambs in their first year without blemish,
3030 and their grain offering and their drink offerings, for
the bulls, for the rams, and for the lambs, by their
number according to the ordinance; 3131 also one goat
as a sin offering in addition to the regular burnt offer-
ing, its grain offering, and its drink offering.

3232 On the seventh day present seven bulls, two rams,
and fourteen lambs in their first year without blemish,
3333 and their grain offering and their drink offerings, for
the bulls, for the rams, and for the lambs, by their
number according to the ordinance; 3434 also one goat
as a sin offering in addition to the regular burnt offer-
ing, its grain offering, and its drink offering.

3535 On the eighth day you will have a solemn assem-
bly. You will do no ordinary work on it. 3636 But you will
offer a burnt offering, a sacrifice made by fire as a
pleasing aroma to the LORD : one bull, one ram, seven
lambs in their first year, without blemish. 3737 Their grain
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3131

offering and their drink offerings, for the bull, for the
ram, and for the lambs, will be according to their num-
ber, according to the rule; 3838 also one goat as a sin of-
fering in addition to the regular burnt offering, and its
grain offering, and its drink offering.

3939 These things you will do to the LORD in your set
feasts in addition to your vows and your freewill offer-
ings, as your burnt offerings, and as your grain offer-
ings, and as your drink offerings, and as your peace
offerings.

4040 Moses told the children of Israel everything, ac-
cording to all that the LORD commanded Moses.

The Law About VThe Law About Voowsws

And Moses spoke to the heads of the tribes of
the children of Israel, saying: This is the thing

that the LORD has commanded. 22 If a man vows a vow
to the LORD , or swears an oath to bind himself with a
bond, he will not break his word. He will do according
to all that proceeds out of his mouth.

33 If a woman makes a vow to the LORD , and binds
herself by a bond, while in her father’s house in her
youth, 44 and her father hears her vow and her bond
with which she has bound herself, and her father is
silent to her, then all her vows will stand, and every
bond with which she has bound herself will stand.
55 But if her father restrains her in the day he hears,
none of her vows or her bonds with which she has
bound herself will stand, and the LORD will forgive
her, because her father restrained her.

66 If she had a husband when she vowed, or uttered
anything out of her lips with which she bound herself,
77 and her husband heard it and was silent to her in the
day that he heard it, then her vows will stand, and her
bonds with which she bound herself will stand. 88 But if
her husband restrains her on the day that he heard it,
then he will make her vow which she vowed and that
which she uttered with her lips, with which she bound
herself, of no effect, and the LORD will forgive her.

99 But every vow of a widow and of her that is di-
vorced, with which she has bound herself, will stand
against her.

1010 If she vowed in her husband’s house, or bound
herself by a bond with an oath, 1111 and her husband
heard it and was silent to her and did not restrain her,
then all her vows will stand, and every bond with
which she bound herself will stand. 1212 But if her hus-
band has clearly voided them on the day he heard
them, then whatever proceeded out of her lips con-
cerning her vows, or concerning the bond of herself,
will not stand. Her husband has voided them, and the
LORD will forgive her. 1313 Every vow, and every binding
oath to afflict her soul, her husband may establish, or
her husband may nullify. 1414 But if her husband says
nothing to her from day to day, then he confirms all
her vows, or all her pledges, which bind her. He con-
firms them because he said nothing to her on the day
that he heard them. 1515 But if he clearly makes them

void after he has heard them, then he will bear her in-
iquity.

1616 These are the statutes which the LORD command-
ed Moses, between a man and his wife, and between
the father and his daughter, while she is still young
and in her father’s house.

VVengeance on the Midianitesengeance on the Midianites

And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
22 “Avenge the children of Israel on the Midian-

ites. Afterward you will be gathered to your people.”
33 Moses spoke to the people, saying, “Arm some of

your men for war, and let them go against the Midian-
ites to give the vengeance of the LORD against Midian.
44 A thousand from each tribe, throughout all the tribes
of Israel, you will send to the war.” 55 So there were de-
livered from the thousands of Israel a thousand of
each tribe, twelve thousand armed for war. 66 Moses
sent them to the war, a thousand from each tribe, with
Phinehas the son of Eleazar the priest, with the holy
vessels and the trumpets to sound the alarm in his
hand.

77 They waged war against the Midianites, as the
LORD commanded Moses, and they killed every male.
88 They killed the kings of Midian, in addition to the rest
of those who were killed: Evi, and Rekem, and Zur, and
Hur, and Reba, five kings of Midian. Balaam the son of
Beor they also killed with the sword. 99 The children of
Israel returned with the women of Midian and their
children and took their livestock, and all their flocks,
and all their wealth for plunder. 1010 They burned with
fire all their cities in which they lived and all their
camps. 1111 They took all the plunder and all the prey of
men and of beasts. 1212 They brought the captives, the
prey, and the plunder to Moses, to Eleazar the priest,
to the assembly of the children of Israel, and to the
camp on the plains of Moab, which are by Jordan
across from Jericho.

1313 Moses and Eleazar the priest and all the leaders of
the assembly went to meet them outside the camp.
1414 Moses was angry with the officers of the army, with
the captains over thousands, and captains over hun-
dreds, who came from the battle.

1515 Moses said to them, “Have you saved all the
women alive? 1616 These caused the children of Israel,
through the word of Balaam, to act unfaithfully
against the LORD concerning the thing of Peor, and
there was a plague among the assembly of the LORD .
1717 So now kill every male among the little ones, and kill
every woman who has known a man by lying with him.
1818 But keep alive for yourselves all the young girls who
have not known a man by lying with him.

1919 “And you stay outside the camp seven days. Who-
ever has killed any person and whoever has touched
any slain, purify both yourselves and your captives on
the third day and on the seventh day. 2020 Purify all your
clothes, and all that is made of skins, and all work of
goats’ hair, and all things made of wood.”
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2121 Eleazar the priest said to the fighting men of Israel
who went to the battle, “This is the ordinance of the
law which the LORD commanded Moses: 2222 Only the
gold, and the silver, the bronze, the iron, the tin, and
the lead, 2323 everything that can go through the fire,
you will make it go through the fire, and it will be
clean, but some of it will be purified with the water of
purification, and all that cannot pass through the fire
you will make go through the water. 2424 You will wash
your clothes on the seventh day, and you will be clean,
and afterward you will come into the camp.”

Dividing the PlunderDividing the Plunder
2525 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 2626 “Take the

count of the plunder that was taken, of man and of
beast, you and Eleazar the priest, and the chief of the
fathers of the assembly. 2727 And divide the prey into two
parts between those that took the war on themselves,
who went out to battle, and between all the assembly.
2828 And levy a tribute to the LORD from the fighting
men of Israel who went out to battle: one person out
of five hundred, of the people and of the oxen, and of
the donkeys, and of the sheep; 2929 take it from their
half, and give it to Eleazar the priest as an offering to
the LORD . 3030 Of the half of the children of Israel, you
will take one portion of fifty, of the people, of the ox-
en, of the donkeys, and of the flocks, of all manner of
beasts, and give them to the Levites, who keep the
guard of the tabernacle of the LORD .” 3131 Moses and
Eleazar the priest did as the LORD commanded Moses.

3232 The plunder, being the rest of the prey, which the
fighting men of Israel had caught, was six hundred
and seventy-five thousand sheep, 3333 seventy-two thou-
sand oxen, 3434 and sixty-one thousand donkeys, 3535 and
thirty-two thousand people in all, of women who had
not known a man by lying with him.

3636 The half, which was the portion of those that went
out to war, was three hundred and thirty-seven thou-
sand five hundred sheep.

3737 And the LORD ’s tribute of the sheep was six hun-
dred and seventy-five.

3838 The oxen were thirty-six thousand, of which the
LORD ’s tribute was seventy-two.
3939 The donkeys were thirty thousand five hundred,
of which the LORD ’s tribute was sixty-one.
4040 The people were sixteen thousand, of which the
LORD ’s tribute was thirty-two people.

4141 Moses gave the tribute which was the LORD ’s of-
fering to Eleazar the priest, as the LORD commanded
Moses.

4242 Of the half of the children of Israel, which Moses
divided from the men who fought, 4343 the half belong-
ing to the assembly was three hundred and thirty-sev-
en thousand five hundred sheep, 4444 thirty-six thousand
oxen, 4545 thirty thousand five hundred donkeys, 4646 and
sixteen thousand people. 4747 From the half of the chil-
dren of Israel Moses took one out of fifty, of man and
of beast, and gave them to the Levites, who kept the

guard of the tabernacle of the LORD , as the LORD
commanded Moses.

4848 The officers who were over thousands of the army,
the captains of thousands, and captains of hundreds,
came near to Moses, 4949 and they said to Moses, “Your
servants have taken the count of the fighting men of
Israel who are in our hand, and not a man of us is
missing. 5050 We have brought an offering for the LORD ,
what every man has gotten of jewels of gold, chains,
and bracelets, rings, earrings, and pendants, to make
an atonement for ourselves before the LORD .”

5151 Moses and Eleazar the priest took the gold from
them, all in the form of fashioned articles. 5252 All the
gold of the offering that they offered up to the LORD ,
of the captains of thousands and of the captains of
hundreds, was sixteen thousand seven hundred and
fifty shekels. ††5353 The fighting men of Israel had taken
plunder, each man for himself. 5454 And Moses and
Eleazar the priest took the gold of the captains of
thousands and of hundreds and brought it into the
tent of meeting as a memorial for the children of Is-
rael before the LORD .

The TThe Tribes Settling in Gileadribes Settling in Gilead

Now the children of Reuben and the children of
Gad had a very great number of livestock, and

when they saw the land of Jazer and the land of Gilead
was a place for livestock, 22 the children of Gad and the
children of Reuben came and spoke to Moses, and to
Eleazar the priest, and to the leaders of the assembly,
saying, 33 “Ataroth, and Dibon, and Jazer, and Nimrah,
and Heshbon, and Elealeh, and Sebam, and Nebo, and
Beon, 44 the land which the LORD defeated before the
assembly of Israel is a land for livestock, and your ser-
vants have livestock.” 55 And they said, “If we have
found mercy in your sight, let this land be given to
your servants for a possession, and do not take us
over the Jordan.”

66 Moses said to the children of Gad and to the chil-
dren of Reuben, “Will your brothers go to war, and you
will dwell here? 77 And why would you discourage the
hearts of the children of Israel from going over into
the land which the LORD has given to them? 88 Thus
your fathers did, when I sent them from Kadesh
Barnea to see the land. 99 When they went up to the
Valley of Eshkol and saw the land, they discouraged
the hearts of the children of Israel so they would not
go into the land which the LORD had given them.
1010 And the anger of the LORD was inflamed on that
day, and He swore, saying, 1111 ‘Surely none of the men
who came up out of Egypt, from twenty years old and
older, will see the ground which I swore to Abraham,
to Isaac, and to Jacob, because they did not complete-
ly follow Me, 1212 except Caleb the son of Jephunneh the
Kenizzite, and Joshua the son of Nun, because they
completely followed the LORD .’ 1313 The anger of the
LORD was inflamed against Israel, and He made them

† About 420 pounds, or 190 kilograms.
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wander in the wilderness forty years, until all the gen-
eration that did evil in the eyes of the LORD was fin-
ished.

1414 “Behold, you have risen up in your fathers’ place,
an increase of sinful men, to increase more the burn-
ing anger of the LORD toward Israel. 1515 If you turn
away from following Him, He will again abandon them
in the wilderness, and you will destroy all this people.”

1616 They approached him and said, “We will build
sheepfolds here for our livestock and cities for our
children. 1717 But we ourselves will be armed, ready be-
fore the children of Israel, until we have brought them
to their place. Our little ones will dwell in the fortified
cities because of the inhabitants of the land. 1818 We will
not return to our houses until all the children of Israel
have inherited their inheritance. 1919 We will not inherit
with them on the other side of the Jordan or beyond,
because our inheritance fell to us on this side of the
Jordan to the east.”

2020 Moses said to them, “If you will do this thing, if you
will be armed before the LORD for war, 2121 and all of
you, each armed, will go over the Jordan before the
LORD until He has driven out His enemies from before
Him 2222 and the land is subdued before the LORD , then
after that you will return and be exempt before the
LORD and before Israel, and this land will be your pos-
session before the LORD .

2323 “But if you will not do so, you have sinned against
the LORD , and be sure your sin will find you out.
2424 Build for yourselves cities for your children and folds
for your sheep, and do that which has proceeded out
of your mouth.”

2525 The children of Gad and the children of Reuben
spoke to Moses, saying, “Your servants will do as my
lord commands. 2626 Our children, our wives, our flocks,
and all our livestock will be there in the cities of Gilead,
2727 but your servants will cross over, each man armed
for war, before the LORD to battle, as my lord says.”

2828 So Moses commanded Eleazar the priest, and
Joshua the son of Nun, and the chief fathers of the
tribes of the children of Israel. 2929 And Moses said to
them, “If the children of Gad and the children of
Reuben will cross over the Jordan with you, each man
armed for battle before the LORD , and the land will
be subdued before you, you are to give them the land
of Gilead as a possession. 3030 But if they do not cross
over with you armed, they will have possessions
among you in the land of Canaan.”

3131 The children of Gad and the children of Reuben an-
swered, saying, “As the LORD has said to your ser-
vants, so we will do. 3232 We will cross over, armed be-
fore the LORD into the land of Canaan, so the posses-
sion of our inheritance on this side of the Jordan may
be ours.”

3333 Moses gave to the children of Gad, to the children
of Reuben, and to half the tribe of Manasseh the son
of Joseph, the kingdom of Sihon king of the Amorites
and the kingdom of Og king of Bashan, the land with

the cities within the borders, the cities of the sur-
rounding land.

3434 The children of Gad built Dibon and Ataroth and
Aroer, 3535 Atroth Shophan and Jazer and Jogbehah,
3636 Beth Nimrah and Beth Haran, fortified cities, and
folds for sheep. 3737 And the children of Reuben built
Heshbon and Elealeh and Kiriathaim, 3838 Nebo and Baal
Meon (their names being changed) and Sibmah; and
they named the other cities which they built.

3939 The children of Makir the son of Manasseh went to
Gilead and captured it and drove out the Amorites
who were in it. 4040 Moses gave Gilead to Makir the son
of Manasseh, and he lived in it. 4141 Jair the son of Man-
asseh went and captured its small towns and called
them Havvoth Jair. 4242 Nobah went and captured Kenath
and its villages and called it Nobah, after his own
name.

Recounting IsrRecounting Israel’ael’s Journes Journeyy

These are the journeys of the children of Israel,
who went out of the land of Egypt with their

armies under the hand of Moses and Aaron. 22 Moses
recorded the starting points of their journeys at the
command of the LORD . These are their journeys ac-
cording to their starting points.

33 They set out from Rameses in the first month, on
the fifteenth day of the first month. On the day after
the Passover the children of Israel went out with a
high hand in the sight of all the Egyptians, 44 because
the Egyptians buried all their firstborn, whom the
LORD had killed among them. Upon their gods the
LORD executed judgments.

55 The children of Israel set out from Rameses and
camped in Sukkoth.

66 They set out from Sukkoth and camped in Etham,
which is on the edge of the wilderness.

77 They set out from Etham and turned to Pi Hahiroth,
which is before Baal Zephon, and they camped before
Migdol.

88 They set out from before Pi Hahiroth, and passed
through the midst of the sea into the wilderness, and
went three days’ journey in the Wilderness of Etham,
and camped in Marah.

99 They set out from Marah, and came to Elim, and in
Elim were twelve fountains of water and seventy palm
trees, and they camped there.

1010 They set out from Elim and camped by the Red
Sea.

1111 They set out from the Red Sea and camped in the
Wilderness of Sin.

1212 They set out from the Wilderness of Sin and
camped in Dophkah.

1313 They set out from Dophkah and camped in Alush.
1414 They set out from Alush and camped at Rephidim,

where there was no water for the people to drink.
1515 They set out from Rephidim and camped in the

Wilderness of Sinai.
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1616 They set out from the Wilderness of Sinai and
camped at Kibroth Hattaavah.

1717 They set out from Kibroth Hattaavah and camped
at Hazeroth.

1818 They set out from Hazeroth and camped in
Rithmah.

1919 They set out from Rithmah and camped at Rim-
mon Perez.

2020 They set out from Rimmon Perez and camped in
Libnah.

2121 They set out from Libnah and camped at Rissah.
2222 They set out from Rissah and camped in Kehe-

lathah.
2323 They set out from Kehelathah and camped at

Mount Shepher.
2424 They set out from Mount Shepher and camped in

Haradah.
2525 They set out from Haradah and camped in Makh-

eloth.
2626 They set out from Makheloth and camped at

Tahath.
2727 They set out from Tahath and camped at Terah.
2828 They set out from Terah and camped in Mithkah.
2929 They went from Mithkah and camped in Hashmon-

ah.
3030 They set out from Hashmonah and camped at

Moseroth.
3131 They set out from Moseroth and camped in Bene

Jaakan.
3232 They set out from Bene Jaakan and camped at Hor

Haggidgad.
3333 They set out from Hor Haggidgad and camped in

Jotbathah.
3434 They set out from Jotbathah and camped at Abron-

ah.
3535 They set out from Abronah and camped at Ezion

Geber.
3636 They set out from Ezion Geber and camped in the

Wilderness of Zin, which is Kadesh.
3737 They set out from Kadesh and camped at Mount

Hor, at the edge of the land of Edom. 3838 Aaron the
priest went up onto Mount Hor at the word of the
LORD and died there in the fortieth year after the chil-
dren of Israel came out of the land of Egypt, in the first
day of the fifth month. 3939 Aaron was one hundred and
twenty-three years old when he died on Mount Hor.

4040 King Arad the Canaanite, who lived in the south in
the land of Canaan, heard of the coming of the chil-
dren of Israel.

4141 They set out from Mount Hor and camped in Zal-
monah.

4242 They set out from Zalmonah and camped in
Punon.

4343 They set out from Punon and camped in Oboth.
4444 They set out from Oboth and camped in Iye

Abarim, on the border of Moab.
4545 They set out from Iye Abarim and camped in Dibon

Gad.

4646 They set out from Dibon Gad and camped in Al-
mon Diblathaim.

4747 They set out from Almon Diblathaim and camped
in the mountains of Abarim, before Nebo.

4848 They set out from the mountains of Abarim and
camped in the plains of Moab near Jordan of Jericho.
4949 They camped by Jordan, from Beth Jeshimoth to Abel
Shittim in the plains of Moab.

Instructions for Conquering CanaanInstructions for Conquering Canaan
5050 The LORD spoke to Moses in the plains of Moab by

Jordan near Jericho, saying: 5151 Speak to the children of
Israel, and say to them: When you are crossing over
Jordan into the land of Canaan, 5252 then you will drive
out all the inhabitants of the land from before you,
and destroy all their carved images, and destroy all
their molded images, and destroy all their high places,
5353 and you will drive out the inhabitants of the land
and dwell in it, because I have given you the land to in-
herit it. 5454 You will possess the land by lot for an inheri-
tance among your families, and to the larger you will
give the larger inheritance, and to the smaller you will
give the smaller inheritance. Every man’s inheritance
will be in the place where his lot falls. By the tribes of
your fathers you will inherit.

5555 But if you do not drive out the inhabitants of the
land from before you, then those whom you let re-
main will be like thorns in your eyes and thorns in
your sides. They will show hostility to you in the land in
which you live. 5656 And what I had planned to do to
them, I will do to you.

The BorThe Borders of Canaanders of Canaan

And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 22 Com-
mand the children of Israel, and say to them:

When you are going into the land of Canaan, this is
the land that will fall to you for an inheritance, the
land of Canaan with its borders.

33 Then your south side will be from the Wilderness of
Zin along by the border of Edom, and your south bor-
der will be the end of the Dead Sea to the east. 44 And
your border will turn from the south to the Ascent of
Akrabbim, and continue to Zin, and the end of it will
be from the south to Kadesh Barnea. Then it will con-
tinue to Hazar Addar, and pass on to Azmon. 55 And the
border will circle around from Azmon to the Brook of
Egypt, and the end of it will be at the MediterrMediterraneananean
Sea.

66 For the western border, you will have the Mediter-Mediter-
rraneananean Sea and its coastline. This will be your western
border.

77 This will be your northern border: From the
MediterrMediterraneananean Sea you will mark a line to Mount Hor;
88 from Mount Hor you will mark a line of your border
to Lebo Hamath, and the limits of the border will be to
Zedad. 99 And the border will go on to Ziphron, and the
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limits of it will be at Hazar Enan. This will be your
northern border.

1010 You will mark a line for your eastern border from
Hazar Enan to Shepham. 1111 And the border will go
down from Shepham to Riblah, on the east side of Ain,
and the border will go down and will reach the side of
the Sea of Kinnereth to the east. 1212 And the border will
go down to the Jordan, and the limits of it will be at
the Dead Sea.

This will be your land with its borders all around.
1313 Moses commanded the children of Israel, saying:

This is the land which you will possess by lot, which
the LORD commanded to give to the nine tribes, and
to the half-tribe 1414 because the tribe of the children of
Reuben by the house of their fathers and the tribe of
the children of Gad by the house of their fathers have
received their inheritance, and half the tribe of Man-
asseh has received their inheritance. 1515 The two tribes
and the half-tribe have received their inheritance on
this side of the Jordan near Jericho to the east, toward
the sunrise.

The Leaders to Divide the LandThe Leaders to Divide the Land
1616 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 1717 These are the

names of the men who will divide the land for you:
Eleazar the priest and Joshua the son of Nun. 1818 You
will take one leader of each tribe to divide the land by
inheritance. 1919 These are the names of the men:

of the tribe of Judah,
Caleb the son of Jephunneh;

2020 of the tribe of the children of Simeon,
Shemuel the son of Ammihud;

2121 of the tribe of Benjamin,
Elidad the son of Kislon;

2222 the leader of the tribe of the children of Dan,
Bukki the son of Jogli;

2323 the leader of the children of Joseph, for the tribe
of the children of Manasseh,
Hanniel the son of Ephod;

2424 the leader of the tribe of the children of Ephraim,
Kemuel the son of Shiphtan;

2525 the leader of the tribe of the children of Zebulun,
Elizaphan the son of Parnak;

2626 the leader of the tribe of the children of Issachar,
Paltiel the son of Azzan;

2727 the leader of the tribe of the children of Asher,
Ahihud the son of Shelomi;

2828 the leader of the tribe of the children of Naphtali,
Pedahel the son of Ammihud.

2929 These are the ones whom the LORD commanded
to divide the inheritance among the children of Israel
in the land of Canaan.

The LeThe Levites’ Citiesvites’ Cities
Dt 4:41–43; 19:1–14; Jos 20:1–9

And the LORD spoke to Moses in the plains of
Moab by Jordan near Jericho, saying: 22 Com-

mand the children of Israel, and they will give to the

Levites of the inheritance of their possession cities to
dwell in, and you will give the Levites pasturelands
around the city. 33 The cities will be for them to dwell in,
and their pasturelands will be for their livestock, and
for their property, and for all their animals.

44 The pasturelands of the cities, which you will give
to the Levites, will reach from the wall of the city and
beyond one thousand cubits †† all around. 55 You will
measure from without the city on the east side two
thousand cubits, †††† and on the south side two thou-
sand cubits, and on the west side two thousand cubits,
and on the north side two thousand cubits, and the
city will be in the middle. This will be for them the pas-
turelands of the cities.

Cities of RefugeCities of Refuge
66 Among the cities which you will give to the Levites

there will be six cities of refuge, which you will appoint
for the manslayer, that he may flee there, and to them
you will add forty-two cities. 77 So all the cities which
you will give to the Levites will be forty-eight cities.
You will give them with their pasturelands. 88 The cities
which you shall give shall be from the possession of
the children of Israel. From the larger tribes you shall
give many, and from the smaller tribes you shall give
few. Each tribe, in proportion to the inheritance that it
receives, shall give of its cities to the Levites.

99 The LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 1010 Speak to the
children of Israel and say to them: When you are
crossing over the Jordan into the land of Canaan,
1111 then you shall designate cities as your cities of
refuge, so that a manslayer who unintentionally kills a
person may flee there. 1212 The cities will be for you a
refuge from the avenger, so that the manslayer does
not die until he stands trial before the assembly. 1313 The
cities which you designate shall be your six cities of
refuge. 1414 You will give three cities across the Jordan,
and three cities you will give in the land of Canaan,
which will be cities of refuge. 1515 For the children of Is-
rael, and for the stranger, and for the foreign sojourn-
er among them will be six cities. These will be for a
refuge. Everyone that unintentionally kills any person
may flee there.

1616 If he strikes him with an instrument of iron, so that
he dies, he is a murderer. The murderer shall surely be
put to death. 1717 If he strikes him with a stone in hand,
by which he could die, and he dies, he is a murderer.
The murderer shall surely be put to death. 1818 Or if he
strikes him with a weapon of wood in hand, by which
he could die, and he dies, he is a murderer. The mur-
derer shall surely be put to death. 1919 The avenger of
blood himself will slay the murderer. When he meets
him, he will slay him. 2020 But if he pushed him out of ha-
tred, or threw something at him, lying in wait, so he
dies, 2121 or in hatred struck him with his hand, so he
died, he that struck him shall surely be put to death,

† About 1,500 feet, or 450 meters. †† About 3,000 feet, or
900 meters.
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because he is a murderer. The avenger of blood will
slay the murderer when he meets him.

2222 But if he pushed him suddenly without hatred, or
threw anything at him without lying in wait, 2323 or used
a stone that may cause death, unintentionally throw-
ing it at him, resulting in death, though they were not
enemies, and was not trying to harm him, 2424 then the
assembly will judge between the manslayer and the
avenger of blood according to these judgments. 2525 And
the assembly will deliver the manslayer out of the
hand of the avenger of blood, and the assembly will
restore him to the city of his refuge where he fled, and
he will dwell in it until the death of the high priest,
who was anointed with the holy oil.

2626 But if the manslayer will go out at any time beyond
the border of the city of his refuge where he fled,
2727 and the avenger of blood finds him outside the bor-
ders of the city of his refuge, and the avenger of blood
kills the manslayer, he will not be guilty of blood, 2828 be-
cause the manslayer should have remained in the city
of his refuge until the death of the high priest. But af-
ter the death of the high priest the manslayer may re-
turn to the land of his possession.

2929 So these things will be for a statute of judgment to
you throughout your generations in all your dwelling
places.

3030 Whoever kills a person, the murderer will be put to
death by the testimony of witnesses, but one witness
will not testify against a person for death.

3131 And you will not take a ransom for the life of a
murderer who is guilty of death, but he will surely be
put to death.

3232 You will not take a ransom for him who fled to the
city of his refuge, that he should come out again to
dwell in the land, until the death of the priest.

3333 So you will not defile the land which you are in, be-
cause blood defiles the land, and the land cannot be
cleansed of the blood that is shed in it, except by the
blood of him that shed it. 3434 So do not defile the land
which you are dwelling in, where I am residing, be-
cause I the LORD am residing among the children of
Israel.

Marriage of Female HeirsMarriage of Female Heirs
Nu 27:1–11

And the chief fathers of the families of the chil-
dren of Gilead the son of Makir, the son of Man-

asseh, of the families of the sons of Joseph, came near,
and spoke before Moses and before the leaders, the
chief fathers of the children of Israel. 22 And they said,
“The LORD commanded my lord to give the land for an
inheritance by lot to the children of Israel, and my lord
was commanded by the LORD to give the inheritance
of Zelophehad our brother to his daughters. 33 If they
are married to any of the sons of the other tribes of
the children of Israel, then their inheritance will be
taken from the inheritance of our fathers and will be
added to the inheritance of the tribe to which they are
married, so will it be taken from the lot of our inheri-
tance. 44 When the jubilee of the children of Israel hap-
pens, then their inheritance will be added to the inher-
itance of the tribe to which they are married, so their
inheritance will be taken away from the inheritance of
the tribe of our fathers.”

55 Moses commanded the children of Israel according
to the word of the LORD , saying: “The tribe of the
sons of Joseph has spoken right. 66 This is the thing
which the LORD commands concerning the daughters
of Zelophehad, saying, ‘Let them marry whom they
think best. But they may marry only within a clan of
their father’s tribe. 77 So the inheritance of the children
of Israel will not turn from tribe to tribe, because every
one of the children of Israel will keep the inheritance
of the tribe of his fathers. 88 Every daughter that pos-
sesses an inheritance in any tribe of the children of Is-
rael will be wife to one of the families of the tribe of
her father, so every man of the children of Israel may
enjoy the inheritance of his fathers. 99 Thus no inheri-
tance will turn from one tribe to another tribe, but
every tribe of the children of Israel will keep its own in-
heritance.’”

1010 Just as the LORD commanded Moses, thus the
daughters of Zelophehad did, 1111 for Mahlah, Tirzah,
Hoglah, Milkah, and Noah, the daughters of Zelophe-
had, were married to their uncles’ sons. 1212 And they
were married into the families of the sons of Man-
asseh the son of Joseph, and their inheritance re-
mained in the tribe of the family of their father.

1313 These are the commandments and the judgments
which the LORD commanded by the hand of Moses to
the children of Israel in the plains of Moab by Jordan
near Jericho.
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DEUTERONOMYDEUTERONOMY
Deuteronomy was probably written in 1410 BC. Jewish tradition and the New Testament writers attribute this
book to Moses. The book records Moses’ speeches to the children of Israel, and there are additions by an un-
known editor in chapters 1–5 and 34. Its theme is the reminder to obey God’s instructions (Torah or Law) be-
fore they enter the land under Joshua’s leadership. Deuteronomy is the last of the five books of Moses, called
the Pentateuch. It opens with a survey or short prologue, and then focuses on some of the basic laws of the
preceding books. Its conclusion includes Moses’ final words to the people, which provide warnings about the
dangers of apostasy and judgment, as well as reminders of God’s mercy. Before his death, Moses blesses the
tribes in a series of prophetic words. The book concludes with Joshua succeeding Moses.

The Command to Leave HorThe Command to Leave Horebeb

These are the words which Moses spoke to all Is-
rael on the other side of the Jordan in the wilder-

ness, in the plain opposite Suph, between Paran and
Tophel and Laban and Hazeroth and Dizahab. 22 (It is an
eleven-day journejourneyy from Horeb by the way of Mount
Seir to Kadesh Barnea.)

33 In the fortieth year, in the eleventh month, on the
first day of the month, Moses spoke to the children of
Israel, according to all that the LORD had commanded
him to giveto give to them. 44 It wasIt was after he had slain Sihon
the king of the Amorites, who lived in Heshbon, and
Og the king of Bashan, who lived at Ashtaroth in Edrei.

55 Across the Jordan, in the land of Moab, Moses be-
gan to declare this law, saying: 66 The LORD our God
spoke to us in Horeb, saying, “You have dwelt long
enough at this mountain. 77 Turn, and take your jour-
ney, and go to the mountains of the Amorites, and to
all their neighbors, in the plain, in the mountains and
in the lowland, in the Negev and by the seacoast, to
the land of the Canaanites and to Lebanon, as far as
the great river, the River Euphrates. 88 See, I have set
the land before you. Go in and possess the land which
the LORD swore to your fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob, to give to them and to their descendants after
them.”

Leaders AppointedLeaders Appointed
99 I spoke to you at that time, saying, “I am not able to

bear you by myself. 1010 The LORD your God has multi-
plied you, and surely you are this day as numerous as
the stars of heaven. 1111 May the LORD , the God of your
fathers, make you a thousand times more numerous
and bless you, just as He has promised you! 1212 How can
I myself bear your load and your burden and your
strife? 1313 Choose wise, discerning, and knowing men,
among your tribes, and I will appoint them as leaders
over you.”

1414 You answered me, and said, “The thing which you
have said is good for us to do.”

1515 So I took the leaders of your tribes, wise and well-
known men, and appointed them as leaders over you,
leaders over thousands, and leaders over hundreds,
and leaders over fifties, and leaders over tens, and of-
ficers among your tribes. 1616 I charged your judges at
that time, saying, “Hear the issues between your coun-
trymen, and judge righteously between every man
and his fellow countryman, and the foreigner that is
with him. 1717 You shall not show partiality in judgment,
but you shall hear the small as well as the great. You
shall not be afraid in any man’s presence, for the judg-
ment is God’s. The case that is too hard for you, you
shall bring it to me, and I will hear it.” 1818 At that time, I
commanded you all the things you should do.

IsrIsrael Sends Spiesael Sends Spies
1919 When we departed from Horeb, we went through

all that great and terrible wilderness, which you saw
by the way of the mountain of the Amorites, as the
LORD our God commanded us, and we came to
Kadesh Barnea. 2020 I said to you, “You have come to the
mountains of the Amorites, which the LORD our God is
giving to us. 2121 See, the LORD your God has set the
land before you. Go up and possess it, just as the
LORD , the God of your fathers, spoke to you. Do not
fear or be discouraged.”

2222 So all of you came near to me and said, “Let us
send men before us, so that they shall scout out the
land, and bring back to us word concerning what way
we should go up and into what cities we shall come.”

2323 The thing pleased me, and I took twelve men from
you, one out of each tribe. 2424 They turned and went up
into the hill country and came to the Valley of Eshkol
and scouted it out. 2525 They took the fruit of the land in
their hands, and brought it down to us, and brought
us word again, and said, “It is a good land which the
LORD our God is giving us.”
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IsrIsrael Rebelsael Rebels
2626 Yet you were not willing to go up, but rebelled

against the commandment of the LORD your God.
2727 You murmured in your tents, and said, “Because the
LORD hates us, He has brought us out of the land of
Egypt to deliver us into the hand of the Amorites to
destroy us. 2828 Where shall we go up? Our brothers
have discouraged our hearts, saying, ‘The people are
greater and taller than we. The cities are great and
walled up to heaven. And moreover, we have seen the
sons of the Anakites there.’”

2929 Then I said to you, “Do not be terrified, or afraid of
them. 3030 The LORD your God who goes before you, He
shall fight for you, just as all that He did for you in
Egypt before your eyes, 3131 and in the wilderness,
where you saw how the LORD your God carried you,
as a man carries his son, in all the way that you went,
until you came to this place.”

3232 Yet in this thing you did not believe the LORD your
God, 3333 who went in the way before you, to find you a
place to pitch your tents, in fire by night and in a cloud
by day, to show you by what way you should go.

3434 The LORD heard the sound of your words, and was
angry, and vowed, saying, 3535 “Not one of these men of
this evil generation will see the good land which I
swore to give to your fathers. 3636 The exception will be
Caleb the son of Jephunneh. He shall see it, and to him
I will give the land upon which he has walked, and to
his children, because he has wholly followed the LORD
.”

3737 Also the LORD was angry with me on your account,
saying, “You also shall not go in. 3838 But Joshua the son
of Nun, who stands before you, he shall go in. Encour-
age him, for he will cause Israel to inherit it. 3939 More-
over, your little ones, who you said would be a prey,
and your children, who in that day had no knowledge
between good and evil, they shall go in, and to them
will I give it, and they shall possess it. 4040 But as for you,
turn around, and take your journey into the wilder-
ness by the way of the Red Sea.”

4141 Then you answered and said to me, “We have
sinned against the LORD . We will go up and fight, just
as the LORD our God commanded us.” So each of you
girded on his weapons of war and you thought it easy
to go up into the hill country.

4242 Then the LORD said to me, “Tell them, ‘Do not go
up nor fight, for I am not among you; lest you be de-
feated before your enemies.’”

4343 So I spoke to you, but you would not listen. In-
stead, you rebelled against the commandment of the
LORD and went presumptuously up into the hill coun-
try. 4444 The Amorites, who lived in the hill country, came
out against you, and chased you as bees do, and de-
stroyed you in Seir as far as Hormah. 4545 Then you re-
turned and wept before the LORD , but the LORD
would neither listen to your voice nor give ear to you.

4646 So you dwelt in Kadesh many days, according to the
days you dwelt there.

The Wilderness YThe Wilderness Yearsears

Then we turned, and set out toward the wilder-
ness by the way of the Red Sea, as the LORD

spoke to me, and we circled Mount Seir for many days.
22 Then the LORD spoke to me, saying, 33 “You have cir-

cled this mountain long enough. Now turn north.
44 Command the people, saying: You are to pass
through the territory of your brothers the children of
Esau, who dwell in Seir, and they shall be afraid of you.
So carefully watch yourselves. 55 Do not provoke them,
for I will not give you any of their land, no, not so
much as a footprint, because I have given Mount Seir
to Esau for a possession. 66 You may buy food from
them with money so that you may eat, and you may
also buy water from them with money so that you may
drink.

77 “For the LORD your God has blessed you in all the
works of your hands. He knows your wanderings
through this great wilderness. These forty years the
LORD your God has been with you. You have lacked
nothing.”

88 So we passed by our brothers, the children of Esau,
who lived in Seir, through the way of the plain from
Elath and from Ezion Geber, and we turned and
passed by the way of the Wilderness of Moab.

99 The LORD said to me, “Do not harass the Moabites,
nor contend with them in battle, for I will not give you
any of their land for a possession, because I have giv-
en Ar to the children of Lot as a possession.”

1010 (The Emites lived there in times past, a people as
great and as many and as tall as the Anakites. 1111 These
people, as well as the Anakites, also were regarded as
giants, †† but the Moabites call them Emites. 1212 The
Horites also formerly lived in Seir, but the children of
Esau dispossessed and destroyed them, and settled
there in their place, just as Israel did to the land of its
possession, which the LORD gave to them.)

1313 “Cross over the Zered Valley.” So we went over the
Zered Valley.

1414 Now the length of time it took for us to come to
Kadesh Barnea until we crossed over the brook Zered
was thirty-eight years, until all the generation of the
men of war perished from among the army, just as the
LORD swore to them. 1515 For indeed the hand of the
LORD was against them, to destroy them from among
their midst, until they were gone.

1616 So it came to pass, when all the men of war were
gone and dead from among the people, 1717 then the
LORD spoke to me, saying, 1818 “Today, you are to pass
over through Ar, the border of Moab. 1919 When you
come close to the Ammonites, do not harass them or
provoke them, for I will not give you any of the land of

† English trans. of Heb. a Rephaim, also 2:20; 3:11; Jos 13:12;
17:15.
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the Ammonites as a possession, because I have given
it to the children of Lot for a possession.”

2020 (That also is considered the land of giants. Giants
formerly lived there, but the Ammonites call them Za-
mzummites. 2121 They were a great people, as numerous
and tall as the Anakites. But the LORD destroyed them
before the Ammonitesthe Ammonites . Then they dispossessed them
and lived in their place, 2222 just as He had done forfor the
children of Esau, who lived in Seir, when He destroyed
the Horites from before them, and they dispossessed
them, and lived in their place even to this day. 2323 And
the Avvites, who lived in villages as far as Gaza, the
Caphtorites, who came out of Caphtor, destroyed
them, and lived in their place.)

King Sihon DefeatedKing Sihon Defeated
2424 “Arise, set out, and cross the River Arnon. See, I

have given Sihon the Amorite, king of Heshbon, and
his land into your hand. Begin to possess it and con-
tend with him in battle. 2525 This day I will begin to put
the dread of you and the fear of you on the nations
that are under the whole heaven, who shall hear the
report of you, and shall tremble, and be in anguish be-
cause of you.”

2626 I sent messengers out of the Wilderness of Kede-
moth to Sihon, king of Heshbon, with words of peace,
saying, 2727 “Let me pass through your land. I will only go
on the main road. I will not turn aside to the right or
the left. 2828 You shall sell me food for money so that I
may eat, and give me water for money so that I may
drink, only allow me to pass through on foot, 2929 just as
the children of Esau who dwell in Seir and the
Moabites who dwell in Ar did for me, until I pass over
the Jordan into the land which the LORD our God is
giving us.” 3030 But Sihon, king of Heshbon, would not let
us pass by him, for the LORD your God hardened his
spirit and made his heart obstinate, so that He might
deliver him into your hand as he is to this day.

3131 The LORD said to me, “See, I have begun to give Si-
hon and his land to you. Begin to possess itit , so that
you may inherit his land.”

3232 Then Sihon came out against us, he and all his
people, to fight at Jahaz. 3333 Then the LORD our God de-
livered him over to us, and we struck him down with
his sons and all his people. 3434 We took all his cities at
that time and utterly destroyed the men, the women,
and the children of every city. We left no survivors.
3535 We took only the livestock for plunder and the spoils
of the cities which we took. 3636 From Aroer, which is on
the bank of the River Arnon, and from the city that is
in the valley, all the way to Gilead, there was not one
city too strong for us. The LORD our God delivered all
to us. 3737 Only you did not come near the land of the
Ammonites, nor to any place on the River Jabbok, nor
to the cities in the hill country, nor to any place the
LORD our God had forbidden us.

King Og DefeatedKing Og Defeated

Then we turned and went up the way to Bashan,
and Og, the king of Bashan, came out against us,

he and all his people, to battle at Edrei. 22 Then the
LORD said to me, “Do not fear him, for I will deliver
him and all his people and his land into your hand;
and you shall do to him as you did to Sihon, king of
the Amorites, who lived at Heshbon.”

33 So the LORD , our God, delivered Og, the king of
Bashan, with all his people, into our hands also, and
we struck him down until there was no survivor re-
maining. 44 We took all his cities at that time. There was
not a city which we did not take from them: sixty cities,
all the region of Argob, the kingdom of Og in Bashan.
55 All these cities were fortified with high walls, gates,
and bars, besides a great many rural towns. 66 We ut-
terly destroyed them, as we did to Sihon, king of Hesh-
bon, utterly destroying the men, women, and children
of every city. 77 But we took all the livestock and the
spoil of the cities as plunder for ourselves.

88 So at that time we took from the hand of the two
kings of the Amorites the land that was across the Jor-
dan, from the River Arnon to Mount Hermon 99 (the
Sidonians call Hermon Sirion, and the Amorites call it
Senir), 1010 all the cities of the plain, and all Gilead, and
all Bashan, as far as Salekah and Edrei, cities of the
kingdom of Og in Bashan. 1111 For only Og, king of
Bashan, remained of the remnant of the giants. (No-
tably, his bedstead was a bedstead of iron. Is it not in
Rabbah of the children of Ammon? It is nine cubits
long and four cubits wide, †† according to the cubit of a
man.)

Division of the LandDivision of the Land
1212 This is the land which we possessed at that time

from Aroer, which is by the River Arnon, and half the
hill country of Gilead and its cities I gave to the
Reubenites and to the Gadites. 1313 The rest of Gilead,
and all Bashan, the kingdom of Og, I gave to the half-
tribe of Manasseh. (All the region of Argob, with all
Bashan, was called the land of giants. 1414 Jair, the son of
Manasseh, took all the region of Argob, that is,
Bashan, as far as the border of the Geshurites and the
Maakathites, and called the villages after his own
name, Havvoth Jair, as it is to this day.) 1515 I gave Gilead
to Makir. 1616 To the Reubenites and to the Gadites I
gave the territorythe territory from Gilead even as far as the
stream bed of the River Arnon, half the valley as the
border to the River Jabbok, which is the border of the
Ammonites; 1717 the plain also, with the Jordan as the
border, from Kinnereth as far as the east side of the
Sea of the Arabah (that is, the Dead Sea), below the
slopes of Pisgah.

† About 14 feet long and 6 feet wide, or 4 meters long and 1.8
meters wide.
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1818 Then I commanded you at that time, saying, “The
LORD your God has given you this land to possess it.
All you men of valor shall pass over armed before your
brothers, the children of Israel. 1919 But your wives and
your little ones, and your livestock (for I know that you
have much livestock) shall remain in your cities which I
have given you 2020 until the LORD has given rest to your
brothers, as well as to you, and until they also possess
the land which the LORD your God has given them be-
yond the Jordan. Then each of you shall return to his
possession which I have given you.”

Moses Forbidden to CrMoses Forbidden to Cross the Joross the Jordandan
2121 I commanded Joshua at that time, saying, “Your

eyes have seen all that the LORD your God has done
to these two kings. So shall the LORD do to all the
kingdoms where you pass. 2222 Do not fear them, for the
LORD your God, He shall fight for you.”

2323 I pleaded with the LORD at that time, saying, 2424 “O
LORD God, You have begun to show Your servant Your
greatness, and Your mighty hand, for what god is
there in heaven or in earth that can do according to
Your works and according to Your might? 2525 Let me, I
pray, go over and see the good land that is beyond the
Jordan, that good hill country, and Lebanon.”

2626 But the LORD was angry with me because of you
and would not listen to me, and the LORD said to me,
“Enough of that! Speak to Me no more of this matter.
2727 Get up to the top of Pisgah and lift up your eyes to
the west and north and south and east, and see it with
your eyes, for you shall not cross over this Jordan.
2828 But charge Joshua and encourage him and strength-
en him, for he shall cross over before this people, and
he shall cause them to inherit the land which you will
see.” 2929 So we remained in the valley over against Beth
Peor.

Moses Commands ObedienceMoses Commands Obedience

Now therefore, listen, O Israel, to the statutes
and to the judgments which I am teaching you to

do, so that you may live; and go in and possess the
land which the LORD , the God of your fathers, is giv-
ing you. 22 You shall not add to the word which I am
commanding you, nor shall you take anything from it,
so that you may keep the commandments of the
LORD your God which I command you.

33 Your eyes have seen what the LORD did at Baal Pe-
or; for the LORD your God has destroyed from among
you all the men who followed Baal of Peor. 44 But you
who held fast to the LORD your God are alive to this
day, every one of you.

55 See, I have taught you statutes and judgments, just
as the LORD my God commanded me, that you should
do so in the land where you are entering to possess it.
66 Therefore, keep and do them,them, for this is your wisdom
and your understanding in the sight of the nations
which shall hear all these statutes, and say, “Surely this

great nation is a wise and understanding people.”
77 For what nation is there so great, who has a god so
near to it as the LORD our God is in all things whenev-
er we call on Him? 88 And what nation is there so great
that has statutes and judgments so righteous as all
this law, which I am setting before you today?

99 Only give heed to yourself and keep your soul dili-
gently, lest you forget the things which your eyes have
seen and lest they depart from your heart all the days
of your life; but teach them to your sons, and your
grandsons. 1010 Especially concerning the day you stood
before the LORD your God at Horeb, when the LORD
said to me, “Gather the people together to Me, so that
I will let them hear My words so that they may learn to
fear Me all the days they shall live on the earth, and so
that they may teach their children.” 1111 Then you came
near and stood at the foot of the mountain, and the
mountain burned with fire up to the midst of heaven,
with darkness, a cloud, a thick cloud. 1212 Then the LORD
spoke to you out of the midst of the fire. You heard
the sound of the words but saw no form—only a voice
was heard. 1313 He declared to you His covenant, which
He commanded you to perform, even the Ten Com-
mandments, and He wrote them on two tablets of
stone. 1414 The LORD commanded me at that time to
teach you statutes and judgments, so that you might
do them in the land which you are crossing over to
possess.

Idolatry ForbiddenIdolatry Forbidden
1515 Give good care to yourselves, for you saw no form

on the day that the LORD spoke to you in Horeb from
the midst of the fire, 1616 lest you corrupt yourselves and
make a graven image for yourselves in the form of any
figure, the likeness of male or female, 1717 the likeness of
any beast that is on the earth, the likeness of any
winged fowl that flies in the air, 1818 the likeness of any-
thing that creeps on the ground, the likeness of any
fish that is in the waters beneath the earth. 1919 And be-be-
warwaree , lest you lift up your eyes to heaven, and when
you see the sun, and the moon, and the stars, even all
the host of heaven, you are led astray and worship
them, and serve them, that which the LORD your God
has allotted to all nations under the whole heaven.
2020 But the LORD has taken you and brought you out of
the iron furnace, from Egypt, to be to Him a people of
inheritance, as you are today.

2121 Furthermore, the LORD was angry with me be-
cause of you and swore that I should not cross over
the Jordan, and that I would not go into that good
land which the LORD your God is giving you for an in-
heritance. 2222 So I must die in this land. I shall not cross
over the Jordan, but you shall go over and possess
that good land. 2323 Watch yourselves, so that you do not
forget the covenant of the LORD your God, which He
made with you, and make yourself a graven image or
the likeness of anything as the LORD your God has for-

DEUTERONOMY 3:18 135 DEUTERONOMY 4:23



55

bidden you. 2424 For the LORD your God is a consuming
fire. He is a jealous God.

2525 When you produce children and grandchildren and
you have remained a long time in the land, and you
corrupt yourselves and make a graven image, or the
likeness of anything, and do evil in the sight of the
LORD your God, to provoke Him to anger, 2626 I call heav-
en and earth to witness against you today, that you
will surely and suddenly perish from off the land that
you are going across the Jordan to possess. You will
not prolong your days on it, but shall be completely
destroyed. 2727 The LORD shall scatter you among the
peoples, and you shall be left few in number among
the nations where the LORD shall lead you. 2828 There
you will serve gods, the work of men’s hands, wood
and stone, which neither see nor hear nor eat nor
smell. 2929 But if from there you will seek the LORD your
God, you will find Him, if you seek Him with all your
heart and with all your soul. 3030 When you are in dis-
tress and all these things come upon you, even in the
latter days, if you turn to the LORD your God and shall
be obedient to His voice 3131 (for the LORD your God is a
merciful God), He will not abandon you or destroy you
or forget the covenant of your fathers which He swore
to them.

3232 Indeed, ask about the days that are past, which
were before you, since the day that God created man ††

on the earth, and ask from one end of heavens to the
other, whether there has ever been any such thing as
this great thing, or has anythinganything like it ever been
heard? 3333 Has a people ever heard the voice of God
speaking out of the midst of the fire, as you have
heard, and lived? 3434 Or has God ever tried to take for
Himself a nation from the midst of another nation, by
trials, by signs, and by wonders, and by war, and by a
mighty hand, and by a stretched-out arm, and by great
terrors, according to all that the LORD your God did
for you in Egypt before your eyes?

3535 To you it was shown so that you might know that
the LORD , He is God. There is no one else besides
Him. 3636 Out of heaven He let you hear His voice so that
He might instruct you, and on earth He showed you
His great fire, and you heard His words out of the
midst of the fire. 3737 Because He loved your fathers,
therefore He chose their descendants after them and
personally brought you out of Egypt with His mighty
power 3838 to drive out nations from before you greater
and mightier than you are, to bring you in, to give you
their land for an inheritance, as it is today.

3939 Know therefore today, and consider it in your
heart, that the LORD , He is God in heaven above and
on the earth below. There is no other. 4040 Therefore, you
shall keep His statutes and His commandments which
I command you this day, so that it may go well with
you and with your children after you, and so that you
may prolong your days in the land, which the LORD
your God gives you, forever.

† Or a Adam.

Cities of RefugeCities of Refuge
Nu 35:6–34; Dt 19:1–14; Jos 20:1–9

4141 Then Moses set apart three cities across the Jor-
dan, toward the east, 4242 that the manslayer might flee
there, that is, anyone who killed his neighbor uninten-
tionally without hating him in time past could flee to
one of these cities and live: 4343 Bezer in the wilderness
in the plateau of the Reubenites, and Ramoth in Gilead
of the Gadites, and Golan in Bashan of the Manassites.

IntrIntroduction to the Lawoduction to the Law
4444 This is the law which Moses set before the children

of Israel. 4545 These are the testimonies, and the
statutes, and the ordinances which Moses spoke to
the children of Israel, after they came out of Egypt,
4646 on this side of the Jordan, in the valley over against
Beth Peor, in the land of Sihon, king of the Amorites,
who lived at Heshbon, whom Moses and the children
of Israel struck down, after they had come out of
Egypt. 4747 They possessed his land, and the land of Og,
king of Bashan, the two kings of the Amorites, who
were across the Jordan toward the east, 4848 from Aroer,
which is by the edge of the River Arnon, even as far as
Mount Sion (that is, Hermon), 4949 with all the Arabah
across the Jordan to the east, even to the sea of the
Arabah, under the slopes of Pisgah.

The TThe Ten Commandmentsen Commandments
Ex 20:1–17

Then Moses called all Israel and said to them:
Hear, O Israel, the statutes and ordinances which

I am speaking in your hearing today, so that you may
learn them, and keep, and do them. 22 The LORD our
God made a covenant with us in Horeb. 33 The LORD
did not make this covenant with our fathers, but with
us, we who are living now and here today. 44 The LORD
talked with you face to face on the mountain from the
midst of the fire. 55 I stood between the LORD and you
at that time to declare to you the word of the LORD ;
for you were afraid because of the fire and would not
go up to the mountain. He said:

66 I am the LORD , your God, who brought you out of
the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage.
77 You shall have no other gods before Me.
88 You shall not make yourself any graven image, or
any likeness of anything that is in heaven above, or
that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the waters
beneath the earth; 99 you shall not bow down to
them, nor serve them. For I, the LORD your God, am
a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on
the children, and on the third and fourth genera-
tions of those who hate Me, 1010 but showing mercy to
thousands of them that love Me and keep My com-
mandments.
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1111 You shall not take the name of the LORD your God
in vain, for the LORD will not exonerate anyone who
takes His name in vain.
1212 Keep the Sabbath day, to keep it holy, just as the
LORD your God has commanded you. 1313 Six days you
shall labor and do all your work, 1414 but the seventh
day is the Sabbath of the LORD your God. On it you
shall not do any work: you, nor your son, nor your
daughter, nor your male servant, nor your female
servant, nor your ox, nor your donkey, nor any of
your livestock, nor the foreigner that is within your
gates, so that your male servant and your female
servant may rest as well as you. 1515 Remember that
you were a servant in the land of Egypt, and that the
LORD your God brought you out from there with a
mighty hand and by an outstretched arm; therefore
your God commanded you to keep the Sabbath day.
1616 Honor your father and your mother, just as the
LORD your God has commanded you, that your days
may be prolonged, and that it may go well with you
in the land which the LORD your God is giving you.
1717 You shall not murder.
1818 You shall not commit adultery.
1919 You shall not steal.
2020 You shall not bear false witness against your
neighbor.
2121 You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, nor shall
you covet your neighbor’s house, his field, his male
servant, his female servant, his ox, his donkey, or
anything that belongs to your neighbor.

2222 These are the words the LORD spoke to all your as-
sembly at the mountain out from the midst of the fire,
the cloud, and the thick darkness with a great voice,
and He added no more. He wrote them on two tablets
of stone and gave them to me.

2323 When you heard the voice out of the midst of the
darkness, while the mountain did burn with fire, you
came near to me, all the heads of your tribes, and
your elders. 2424 You said, “See, the LORD our God has
shown us His glory and His greatness, and we have
heard His voice from the midst of the fire. We have
seen this day that God speaks with man, yet he lives.
2525 Now, therefore, why should we die? For this great
fire will consume us. If we hear the voice of the LORD
our God any more, then we will die. 2626 For who is there
of all flesh who has heard the voice of the living God
speaking out of the midst of the fire, as we have, and
lived? 2727 Go near and hear all that the LORD our God
will say. Then speak to us all that the LORD our God
will speak to you, and we will hear and do it.”

2828 The LORD heard the sound of your words when
you spoke to me, and the LORD said to me, “I have
heard the sound of the words of this people which
they have spoken to you. They have done well in all
that they have spoken. 2929 O that there were such a
heart in them that they would fear Me and always
keep all My commandments, that it might be well with
them and with their children forever!

3030 “Go say to them, ‘Return to your tents.’ 3131 But as for
you, stand here by Me, so that I may speak to you all
the commandments, and the statutes, and the ordi-
nances which you shall teach them, that they may
keep them in the land which I am giving them to pos-
sess.”

3232 Therefore, be careful to do as the LORD your God
has commanded you. You shall not turn aside to the
right hand or to the left. 3333 You shall walk in all the
ways which the LORD your God has commanded you,
so that you may live and that it may be well with you,
and that you may prolong youryour days in the land which
you shall possess.

The GrThe Greatest Commandmenteatest Commandment

Now these are the commandments, the statutes,
and the ordinances which the LORD your God

commanded to teach you, so that you may observe
them in the land which you are crossing over to pos-
sess, 22 so that you might fear the LORD your God in or-
der to keep all His statutes and His commandments
which I command you—you, and your son, and your
grandson—all the days of your life, so that your days
may be prolonged. 33 Hear therefore, O Israel, and be
careful to do it, so that it may be well with you and so
that you may multiply greatly, as the LORD the God of
your fathers has promised you in the land that flows
with milk and honey.

44 Hear, O Israel: The LORD is our God. The LORD is
one! 55 And you shall love the LORD your God with all
your heart and with all your soul and with all your
might. 66 These words, which I am commanding you to-
day, shall be in your heart. 77 You shall teach them dili-
gently to your children and shall talk of them when
you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way,
and when you lie down, and when you rise up. 88 You
shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall
be as frontlets between your eyes. 99 You shall write
them on the doorposts of your house and on your
gates.

1010 Then it shall be when the LORD your God brings
you into the land which He swore to your fathers, to
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, to give you great and fine
cities, which you did not build, 1111 and houses full of all
good things which you did not fill, and hewn cisterns
which you did not dig, vineyards and olive trees which
you did not plant, and you eat and are full, 1212 then be-
ware lest you forget the LORD who brought you out of
the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage.

1313 You shall fear the LORD your God and serve Him
and shall swear by His name. 1414 You shall not go after
other gods, the gods of the people which surround
you 1515 (for the LORD your God is a jealous God among
you). Otherwise the anger of the LORD your God will
be inflamed against you and destroy you from off the
face of the earth. 1616 You shall not tempt the LORD your
God, as you tempted HimHim in Massah. 1717 You shall dili-
gently keep the commandments of the LORD your
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God, and His testimonies and His statutes which He
has commanded you. 1818 You shall do what is right and
good in the sight of the LORD that it may be well with
you and that you may go in and possess the good land
which the LORD swore to your fathers, 1919 to drive out
all your enemies before you, just as the LORD has spo-
ken.

2020 When your son asks you in time to come, saying,
“What do the testimonies and the statutes and the
judgments mean which the LORD our God has com-
manded you?” 2121 then you shall say to your son, “We
were slaves of Pharaoh in Egypt, and the LORD
brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand. 2222 And the
LORD showed great and devastating signs and won-
ders upon Egypt, upon Pharaoh, and upon all his
household before our eyes. 2323 He brought us out from
there, so that He might bring us in, to give us the land
which He swore to our fathers. 2424 The LORD command-
ed us to do all these statutes, to fear the LORD our
God, for our good always, that He might preserve us,
as He has to this day. 2525 It will be our righteousness if
we are careful to keep all these commandments be-
fore the LORD our God, just as He has commanded
us.”

The Chosen PeopleThe Chosen People

When the LORD your God brings you into the
land which you are entering to possess and has

driven out many nations before you, the Hittites and
the Girgashites and the Amorites and the Canaanites
and the Perizzites and the Hivites and the Jebusites,
seven nations greater and mightier than you, 22 and
when the LORD your God delivers them before you
and you strike them down, then you must utterly de-
stroy them. You shall make no covenant with them nor
show mercy to them. 33 What is more, you shall not in-
termarry with them. You shall not give your daughters
to their sons or take their daughters for your sons.
44 For they will turn your sons away from following Me
to serve other gods. Then the anger of the LORD will
be inflamed against you, and He will quickly destroy
you. 55 But this is how you shall deal with them: You
shall destroy their altars and break down their images
and cut down their Asherim †† and burn their graven
images with fire. 66 For you are a holy people to the
LORD your God. The LORD your God has chosen you
to be His special people, treasured above all peoples
who are on the face of the earth.

77 The LORD did not set His love on you nor choose
you because you were more in number than any of
the peoples, for you were the fewest of all the peoples.
88 But it is because the LORD loved you and because He
kept the oath which He swore to your fathers. The
LORD brought you out with a mighty hand and re-
deemed you out of the house of slavery, from the
hand of Pharaoh, king of Egypt. 99 Know therefore that
the LORD your God, He is God, the faithful God, who

† Or a groves, referring to wooden symbols of a female deity.

keeps covenant and mercy with them who love Him
and keep His commandments to a thousand genera-
tions, 1010 yet He repays those who hate Him to their
face, to destroy them. He will not be slack with him
who hates Him. He will repay him to his face. 1111 There-
fore keep the commandments and the statutes and
the judgments which I command you today, by doing
them.

1212 If you listen to these judgments, keep them, and
do them, then the LORD your God shall keep with you
the covenant and the mercy which He swore to your
fathers. 1313 He will love you and bless you and multiply
you. He will also bless the fruit of your womb and the
fruit of your land, your grain, and your wine, and your
oil, the increase of your herd and the young of your
flock, in the land which He swore to your fathers to
give you. 1414 You shall be blessed above all peoples.
There will not be male or female barren among you or
among your livestock. 1515 The LORD will take away from
you all sickness, and will afflict you with none of the
evil diseases of Egypt, which you know, but will lay
them on all those who hate you. 1616 You must consume
all the peoples whom the LORD your God will deliver
to you. Your eye shall have no pity on them, nor shall
you serve their gods, for that will be a snare to you.

1717 If you say in your heart, “These nations are greater
than I—how can I dispossess them?” 1818 you shall not
be afraid of them. You must surely remember what
the LORD your God did to Pharaoh and to all Egypt,
1919 the great trials which your eyes saw, and the signs,
and the wonders, and the mighty hand, and the
stretched-out arm, by which the LORD your God
brought you out. So the LORD your God will do to all
the peoples of whom you are afraid. 2020 Moreover the
LORD your God will send the hornet among them, un-
til they who are left and hide themselves from you per-
ish. 2121 You must not be frightened of them, for the
LORD your God is among you, a great and awesome
God. 2222 The LORD your God will drive out those nations
before you, little by little. You will not be able to de-
stroy them all at once, lest the beasts of the field be-
come too numerous for you. 2323 But the LORD your God
will deliver them to you and will throw them into a
great confusion until they are destroyed. 2424 He will de-
liver their kings into your hand so that you may erase
their names from under heaven. No man will be able
to stand before you until you have destroyed them.
2525 You must burn the graven images of their gods with
fire. You must not desire the silver or gold that is on
them nor take any of it, lest you be snared by them,
for it is an abomination to the LORD your God. 2626 You
shall not bring an abomination into your house, lest
you become cursed like it, but you must absolutely de-
test and abhor it, for it is a cursed thing.

Remember theRemember the LLORDORD YYour Godour God

You must carefully keep all the commandments
that I am commanding you today, so that you
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may live, and multiply, and go in and possess the land
which the LORD swore to your fathers. 22 You must re-
member that the LORD your God led you all the way
these forty years in the wilderness, to humble you,
and to prove you, to know what was in your heart,
whether you would keep His commandments or not.
33 He humbled you and let you suffer hunger, and fed
you with manna, which you did not know, nor did your
fathers know, that He might make you know that man
does not live by bread alone; but man lives by every
word that proceeds out of the mouth of the LORD .
44 Your clothing did not wear out on you, nor did your
feet swell these forty years. 55 You must also consider in
your heart that, as a man disciplines his son, so the
LORD your God disciplines you.

66 Therefore you must keep the commandments of
the LORD your God, to walk in His ways and to fear
Him. 77 For the LORD your God is bringing you into a
good land, a land of brooks of water, of fountains and
springs that flow out of valleys and hills, 88 a land of
wheat, barley, vines, fig trees, and pomegranates, a
land of olive oil and honey, 99 a land where you may eat
bread without scarcity, in which you will not lack any-
thing, a land whose stones are iron, and out of whose
hills you may dig copper.

1010 When you have eaten and are full, then you shall
bless the LORD your God for the good land which He
has given you. 1111 Beware that you do not forget the
LORD your God by not keeping His commandments,
and His judgments, and His statutes, which I am com-
manding you today. 1212 Otherwise, when you have eat-
en and are full and have built and occupied good
houses, 1313 and when your herds and your flocks multi-
ply, and your silver and your gold multiply, and all that
you have multiplies, 1414 then your heart will become
proud and you will forget the LORD your God who
brought you out of the land of Egypt, from the house
of slavery, 1515 who led you through that great and terri-
ble wilderness, where there were fiery serpents and
scorpions and drought, where there was no water,
who brought forth for you water out of the rock of
flint, 1616 who fed you in the wilderness with manna,
which your fathers did not know, that He might hum-
ble you and that He might prove you, to do good for
you in the end. 1717 Otherwise, you may say in your
heart, “My power and the might of my hand have
gained me this wealth.” 1818 But you must remember the
LORD your God, for it is He who gives you the ability to
get wealth, so that He may establish His covenant
which He swore to your fathers, as it is today.

1919 If you ever forget the LORD your God and go after
other gods and serve them and worship them, then I
testify against you today that you will surely perish.
2020 Just like the nations which the LORD will destroy be-
fore you, so shall you perish because you would not
be obedient to the voice of the LORD your God.

Not Because of RighteousnessNot Because of Righteousness

Hear, O Israel! You are to cross over the Jordan
today, to go in to possess nations greater and

mightier than you, great cities fortified up to heaven,
22 a great and tall people, the children of the Anakites,
whom you know and of whom you have heard itit said,
“Who can stand before the children of Anak?” 33 Under-
stand therefore today that the LORD your God is He
who goes over before you as a consuming fire. He
shall destroy them and shall bring them down before
you, so that you drive them out and destroy them
quickly, as the LORD has spoken to you.

44 Do not say in your heart, after the LORD your God
has driven them out before you, “On account of my
righteousness the LORD has brought me in to possess
this land,” but it is because of the wickedness of these
nations the LORD is driving them out before you. 55 It is
not because of your righteousness or the uprightness
of your heart that you enter to possess their land, but
because of the wickedness of these nations that the
LORD your God drives them out before you, and that
He may fulfill the word which the LORD swore to your
fathers, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 66 Understand,
therefore, that the LORD your God is not giving you
this good land to possess on account of your right-
eousness, for you are a stubborn people.

The Golden CalfThe Golden Calf
77 Remember, and do not forget how you provoked

the LORD your God to wrath in the wilderness. From
the day that you departed out of the land of Egypt un-
til you came to this place, you have been rebellious
against the LORD . 88 Also in Horeb you provoked the
LORD to wrath, so that the LORD was angry enough
with you to destroy you. 99 When I went up into the
mountain to receive the tablets of stone, the tablets of
the covenant which the LORD made with you, then I
remained on the mountain forty days and forty nights.
I did not eat bread or drink water. 1010 The LORD deliv-
ered to me two tablets of stone, written with the fin-
ger of God, and on them was written all the words
which the LORD spoke to you at the mountain out of
the midst of the fire on the day of the assembly.

1111 At the end of forty days and forty nights, the LORD
gave me the two tablets of stone, the tablets of the
covenant. 1212 Then the LORD said to me, “Arise, go
down from here quickly, for your people whom you
brought out of Egypt have corrupted themselves. They
are quickly turned aside from the way which I com-
manded them. They have made a molded image for
themselves.”

1313 Furthermore the LORD spoke to me, saying, “I
have seen this people, and indeed, they are a stub-
born people. 1414 Let Me alone, so that I may destroy
them and blot out their name from under heaven, and
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I will make of you a nation mightier and greater than
they.”

1515 So I returned and came down from the mount, and
the mount burned with fire, and the two tablets of the
covenant were in my two hands. 1616 I looked, and in-
deed, you had sinned against the LORD your God and
had made yourselves a molded calf. You had quickly
turned aside out of the way which the LORD had com-
manded you. 1717 I took the two tablets and threw them
out of my two hands and broke them before your
eyes.

1818 I fell down before the LORD , as at the first, forty
days and forty nights. I did not eat bread or drink wa-
ter because of all your sins which you committed, do-
ing what was wicked in the sight of the LORD to pro-
voke Him to anger. 1919 For I was afraid of the anger and
hot displeasure with which the LORD was wrathful
against you to destroy you. But the LORD listened to
me at that time also. 2020 The LORD was angry enough
with Aaron to destroy him, so I also prayed for Aaron
at the same time. 2121 I took your sin, the calf which you
had made, and burned it with fire, and crushed it, and
ground it very small until it was as small as dust. Then
I threw the dust into the brook that descended down
from the mountain.

2222 Also at Taberah and at Massah and at Kibroth Hat-
taavah you provoked the LORD to wrath.

2323 Likewise when the LORD sent you from Kadesh
Barnea, saying, “Go up and possess the land which I
have given you,” then you rebelled against the com-
mandment of the LORD your God, and you did not be-
lieve Him or listen to His voice. 2424 You have been rebel-
lious against the LORD from the day I knew you.

2525 So I fell down before the LORD forty days and forty
nights; I fell down because the LORD had said He
would destroy you. 2626 I prayed therefore to the LORD ,
and said, “O Lord GOD , do not destroy Your people,
Your inheritance, which You have redeemed through
Your greatness, which You have brought out of Egypt
with a mighty hand. 2727 Remember Your servants, Abra-
ham, Isaac, and Jacob. Do not look at the stubborn-
ness of this people or at their wickedness or their sin.
2828 Otherwise, the land from which You brought us may
say, ‘Because the LORD was not able to bring them in-
to the land which He promised them and because He
hated them, He has brought them out to slay them in
the wilderness.’ 2929 Yet they are Your people, Your inher-
itance, whom You brought out by Your mighty power
and by Your stretched-out arm.”

The Second Pair of TThe Second Pair of Tabletsablets

At that time the LORD said to me, “Cut out for
yourself two tablets of stone like the first and

come up to Me onto the mountain and make an ark of
wood for yourself. 22 I will write on the tablets the
words that were on the first tablets which you broke,
and you shall put them in the ark.”

33 So I made an ark of acacia wood and cut out two
tablets of stone just like the first and went up onto the
mountain with the two tablets in my hand. 44 He wrote
on the tablets just like the first writing, the Ten Com-
mandments which the LORD spoke to you at the
mountain out of the midst of the fire on the day of the
assembly, and the LORD gave them to me. 55 I turned
around and came down from the mountain and put
the tablets in the ark which I had made, and there
they are, just as the LORD commanded me.

66 (The children of Israel set out from Beeroth of the
sons of Jaakan to Moserah. There Aaron died and was
buried, and his son Eleazar ministered in the priest’s
office in his place. 77 From there they journeyed to Gud-
godah, and from Gudgodah to Jotbathah, a land of
rivers of waters. 88 At that time the LORD set apart the
tribe of Levi to carry the ark of the covenant of the
LORD , to stand before the LORD to minister to Him,
and to bless in His name, to this day. 99 Therefore, Levi
has no portion or inheritance with his brothers. The
LORD is his inheritance, just as the LORD your God
promised him.)

1010 As for me, I stayed on the mountain like the first
time, forty days and forty nights, and the LORD lis-
tened to me at that time also. The LORD was not will-
ing to destroy you. 1111 The LORD said to me, “Arise, take
your journey before the people, so that they may go in
and possess the land which I swore to give to their fa-
thers.”

The Essence of the LawThe Essence of the Law
1212 Now, Israel, what does the LORD your God require

of you, but to fear the LORD your God, to walk in all
His ways, and to love Him, and to serve the LORD your
God with all your heart and with all your soul, 1313 to
keep the commandments of the LORD and His
statutes which I am commanding you today for your
good?

1414 Indeed, heaven and the highest heavens belong to
the LORD your God, also the earth with all that is in it.
1515 The LORD delighted only in your fathers, to love
them; and He chose their descendants after them,
eevenven you above all people, as itit is today. 1616 Therefore,
circumcise your heart, and do not be stubborn any-
more. 1717 For the LORD your God is the God of gods and
Lord of lords, the great, the mighty, and the fearsome
God who is unbiased and takes no bribe. 1818 He exe-
cutes the judgment of the orphan and the widow and
loves the foreigner, giving him food and clothing.
1919 Therefore, love the foreigner, for you were foreign-
ers in the land of Egypt. 2020 You must fear the LORD
your God. You must serve Him and cling to Him, and
swear by His name. 2121 He is your praise, and He is your
God, who has done for you these great and fearsome
things which your eyes have seen. 2222 Your fathers went
down into Egypt with seventy people, and now the
LORD your God has made you as numerous as the
stars of heaven.
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LoLove and Obeve and Obeyy

You must love the LORD your God and keep His
charge, His statutes, His ordinances, and His

commandments always. 22 Know this day that I am not
speaking with your children who have not known and
who have not seen the discipline of the LORD your
God, His greatness, His mighty hand, and His out-
stretched arm, 33 and His signs and His works which He
did in the midst of Egypt to Pharaoh, the king of Egypt,
and to all his land, 44 and what He did to the army of
Egypt, to their horses, and to their chariots, when He
made the water of the Red Sea to flow over them as
they pursued after you, and how the LORD utterly de-
stroyed them, 55 and what He did to you in the wilder-
ness until you came to this place, 66 and what He did to
Dathan and Abiram, the sons of Eliab, the son of
Reuben, when the earth opened its mouth and swal-
lowed them up, their households, their tents, and
everything that was in their possession, in the midst of
all Israel. 77 But your eyes have seen all the great deeds
of the LORD which He did.

88 Therefore you must keep all the commandments
which I am commanding you today, so that you may
be strong and go in and possess the land which you
are going to possess; 99 and that you may prolong your
days in the land which the LORD swore to your fathers
to give to them and to their descendants, a land flow-
ing with milk and honey. 1010 For the land which you are
entering to possess is not like the land of Egypt from
where you came, where you sowed your seed and wa-
tered it with your foot like a vegetable garden, 1111 but
the land, which you are entering to possess, is a land
of hills and valleys and drinks water from the rain of
heaven, 1212 a land for which the LORD your God cares.
The eyes of the LORD your God are always on it, from
the beginning of the year even to the end of the year.

1313 It will be, if you will diligently obey My command-
ments which I am commanding you today, to love the
LORD your God, and to serve Him with all your heart
and with all your soul, 1414 then I will give you the rain of
your land in its season, the early rain and the latter
rain, that you may gather in your grain and your wine
and your oil. 1515 I will provide grass in your fields for
your livestock, that you may eat and be full.

1616 Take heed to yourselves that your heart be not de-
ceived, and you turn away and serve other gods and
worship them. 1717 Then the LORD ’s wrath will be in-
flamed against you, and He will shut up the heavens
so that there will be no rain and the land will not yield
its fruit, and you will quickly perish from the good land
which the LORD is giving you. 1818 Therefore you must fix
these words of mine in your heart and in your soul,
and bind them as a sign on your hand, so that they
may be as frontlets between your eyes. 1919 You shall
teach them to your children, speaking of them when
you sit in your house and when you walk by the way,
when you lie down, and when you rise up. 2020 You shall

write them on the doorposts of your house and on
your gates, 2121 so that your days and the days of your
children may be multiplied in the land which the LORD
swore to your fathers to give them, as long as the days
of heaven on the earth.

2222 For if you diligently keep all these commandments
which I am commanding you to do—to love the LORD
your God, to walk in all His ways, and to hold fast to
Him— 2323 then the LORD will drive out all these nations
from before you, and you will dispossess nations
greater and mightier than you. 2424 Every place where
the soles of your feet tread will be yours. Your border
will be from the wilderness to Lebanon, from the river,
the River Euphrates, as far as the MediterrMediterraneananean Sea.
2525 No man will be able to resist you, for the LORD your
God shall lay the fear of you and the dread of you on
all the land where you shall tread, just as He has spo-
ken to you.

2626 See, I am setting before you today a blessing and a
curse: 2727 the blessing if you obey the commandments
of the LORD your God, which I am commanding you
today, 2828 and the curse, if you will not obey the com-
mandments of the LORD your God, but turn from the
way which I am commanding you today, to go after
other gods which you have not known. 2929 Now it shall
be, when the LORD your God has brought you into the
land which you are entering to possess, that you shall
put the blessing on Mount Gerizim and the curse on
Mount Ebal. 3030 Are they not on the other side of the
Jordan, west where the sun goes down, in the land of
the Canaanites, who dwell in the plain opposite Gilgal,
beside the oaks of Moreh? 3131 For you will cross over
the Jordan to go in to possess the land which the
LORD your God is giving you, and you will possess it,
and dwell in it. 3232 You must be careful to do all the
statutes and judgments which I am setting before you
today.

The One Place of WThe One Place of Worshiporship

These are the statutes and judgments which
you shall be careful to observe in the land,

which the LORD , the God of your fathers, has given
you to possess, all the days that you live on the earth.
22 You must utterly destroy all the places where the na-
tions which you will possess served their gods, on the
high mountains, and on the hills, and under every
green tree. 33 And you shall overthrow their altars, and
break their pillars, and burn their Asherah poles †† with
fire, and you shall cut down the engraved images of
their gods, and eliminate their names out of that
place.

44 You shall not act this way toward the LORD your
God. 55 But you must seek only the place which the
LORD your God shall choose out of all your tribes to
establish His name, and there you must go. 66 There
you shall bring your burnt offerings, your sacrifices,
your tithes, the offerings of your hand, your vows,

† Wooden symbols of a female deity.
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your freewill offerings, and the firstborn of your herds
and of your flocks. 77 There you must eat before the
LORD your God, and you shall rejoice in all that you
put your hand to, you and your households, where the
LORD your God has blessed you.

88 You are not to do all the things that we are doing
here today, where every man does whatever is right in
his own eyes. 99 For you have not yet come to the rest
and to the inheritance which the LORD your God has
given you. 1010 But when you cross the Jordan, and dwell
in the land which the LORD your God has given you to
inherit, and when He gives you rest from all your ene-
mies round about, so that you dwell in safety, 1111 then
there will be a place which the LORD your God will
choose to cause His name to dwell. There you must
bring all that I command you: your burnt offerings,
and your sacrifices, your tithes, the offering of your
hand, and all your choice vows which you vow to the
LORD . 1212 You will rejoice before the LORD your God,
you, your sons, your daughters, your male servants,
your female servants, and the Levite who is within
your gates, for he has no portion or inheritance with
you. 1313 Be careful that you do not offer your burnt of-
ferings in every place that you see. 1414 Rather, in the
place which the LORD will choose in one of your tribes,
there you must offer your burnt offerings, and there
you must do all that I command you.

1515 Notwithstanding, you may kill and eat meat within
all your gates, whatever your heart desires, according
to the blessing of the LORD your God which He has
given you. The unclean and the clean may eat of it, of
the gazelle and of the deer, 1616 only you must not eat
the blood. You shall pour it on the ground like water.
1717 You may not eat within your gates the tithe of your
grain, your wine, your oil, the firstborn of your herds
or of your flock, any of your vows which you vow, your
freewill offerings, or the offering of your hand.
1818 Rather you must eat them before the LORD your
God in the place which the LORD your God will
choose—you, your son, your daughter, your male ser-
vant, your female servant, and the Levite that is within
your gates—and you shall rejoice before the LORD
your God in all that you undertake to do. 1919 Take heed
to yourself that you do not forsake the Levite as long
as you live on the earth.

2020 When the LORD your God shall enlarge your bor-
der as He has promised you, and you say, “I will eat
meat,” because you desire to eat meat, then you may
eat as much meat as your heart desires. 2121 If the place
which the LORD your God has chosen to put His name
is too far from you, then you shall kill of your herd and
of your flock, which the LORD has given you, as I have
commanded you, and you must eat in your gates
whatever your heart desires. 2222 Even as the gazelle and
the deer are eaten, so you shall eat them. The unclean
and the clean shall eat of them alike. 2323 Only be sure
that you do not eat the blood. For the blood is the life,
and you may not eat the life with the meat. 2424 You

must not eat it. You must pour it on the ground like
water. 2525 You must not eat it, so that it may go well
with you and with your children after you, when you
do that which is right in the sight of the LORD .

2626 You shall take only your holy things which you
have, along with your vows, and go to the place which
the LORD shall choose. 2727 You must offer your burnt of-
ferings, the meat and the blood, on the altar of the
LORD your God, and the blood of your sacrifices will
be poured out on the altar of the LORD your God, and
you shall eat the meat. 2828 Observe and hear all these
words which I command you, so that it may go well
with you and with your children after you forever,
when you do that which is good and right in the sight
of the LORD your God.

2929 When the LORD your God shall cut off the nations
from before you, where you go to possess them, and
you dispossess them, and dwell in their land, 3030 take
heed to yourself so that you are not ensnared by fol-
lowing them, after they have been destroyed before
you, and that you not inquire after their gods, saying,
“How did these nations serve their gods? Even so I will
do likewise.” 3131 You shall not do so to the LORD your
God, for every abomination to the LORD , which He
hates, they have done to their gods. They have even
burned their sons and their daughters in the fire to
their gods.

3232 Whatever I command you, be careful to do it. You
shall not add to it or take away from it.

IdolatryIdolatry

If a prophet or a dreamer of dreams arises
among you and gives you a sign or a wonder,

22 and the sign or the wonder comes to pass concern-
ing that which he spoke to you, saying, “Let us go after
other gods,” which you have not known, “and let us
serve them,” 33 you must not listen to the words of that
prophet or that dreamer of dreams, for the LORD your
God is testing you, to know whether you love the
LORD your God with all your heart and with all your
soul. 44 You must follow after the LORD your God, fear
Him, and keep His commandments, obey His voice,
and you must serve Him, and cling to Him. 55 That
prophet or that dreamer of dreams must be put to
death because he has spoken in order to turn you
away from the LORD your God, who brought you out
of the land of Egypt and redeemed you out of the
house of bondage, to entice you away from the way in
which the LORD your God commanded you to walk. So
you must put the evil away from your midst.

66 If your brother, the son of your mother, or your
son, or your daughter, or your beloved wife, or your
friend, who is as your own soul, entices you secretly,
saying, “Let us go and serve other gods,” which you
have not known, neither you nor your fathers, 77 name-
ly, of the gods of the people who are all around you,
near you or far away from you, from one end of the
earth to the other end of the earth, 88 you shall not con-
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sent to him or listen to him, neither should your eye
pity him, nor shall you spare or conceal him, 99 but you
must surely kill him. Your hand must be first upon him
to put him to death, and afterwards, the hand of all
the people. 1010 You shall stone him with stones so that
he dies because he has sought to entice you away
from the LORD your God who brought you out of the
land of Egypt, from the house of bondage. 1111 All Israel
shall hear and fear and no more do any such wicked-
ness as this among you.

1212 If you hear it said in one of your cities, in which the
LORD your God has given you to dwell, saying, 1313 “Cer-
tain men, the sons of wickedness, are gone out from
among you and have seduced the inhabitants of their
city, saying, ‘Let us go and serve other gods,’” which
you have not known, 1414 then you shall inquire, search
out, and ask diligently. If it be true and certain that
such an abomination has been among you, 1515 you shall
surely put the inhabitants of that city to the sword, ut-
terly destroying it, all that is in it and its live-
stock—with the edge of the sword. 1616 You must gather
all the spoils of it into the middle of the street and
burn the city with fire along with all the spoils within it
for the LORD your God, and it will be a heap forever. It
must not be rebuilt. 1717 Nothing of the cursed thing
there must cling to your hand, so that the LORD may
turn from the fierceness of His anger and show you
mercy, have compassion on you, and multiply you, just
as He swore to your fathers, 1818 if you listen to the voice
of the LORD your God, to keep all His commandments
which I command you today, and do that which is
right in the eyes of the LORD your God.

Clean and Unclean FoodClean and Unclean Food
Lev 11:1–23

You are the sons of the LORD your God. You
shall not cut yourselves or make any baldness

between your eyes for the dead. 22 For you are a holy
people to the LORD your God, and the LORD has cho-
sen you to be a peculiar people to Himself, treasured
above all the nations that are on the earth.

33 You must not eat any detestable thing. 44 These are
the animals which you may eat: the ox, the sheep, and
the goat, 55 the deer, the gazelle, the fallow deer, the
wild goat, and the ibex, and the antelope, and the
mountain sheep. 66 You may eat every animal with di-
vided hooves, with the hoof divided into two parts,
and that chews the cud. 77 Nevertheless, you may not
eat of these that chew the cud, or of them that divide
the hoof: the camel, the rabbit, and the coney. For
they chew the cud, but their hoof is not divided, there-
fore they are unclean to you. 88 The pig is unclean to
you because it divides the hoof, yet it does not chew
the cud. You must not eat of their flesh or touch their
dead carcass.

99 These you shall eat of all that are in the water: All
that have fins and scales you may eat. 1010 Whatever

does not have fins and scales you may not eat. It is un-
clean to you.

1111 You may eat of all clean birds. 1212 However, these
are the ones which you cannot eat: the eagle, the vul-
ture, the buzzard, 1313 the red kite, the falcon, and the
kite after its kind, 1414 every raven after its kind, 1515 and
the ostrich, the owl, the seagull, and the hawk after its
kind, 1616 the little owl, and the great owl, and the white
owl, 1717 the pelican, the carrion vulture, and the cor-
morant, 1818 the stork, and the heron after its kind, and
the hoopoe, and the bat.

1919 Every creeping thing that flies is unclean to you.
They must not be eaten. 2020 You may eat all the clean
birds.

2121 You must not eat of anything that dies of itself, but
you may give it to the foreigner that is in your gates,
so that he may eat it, or you may sell it to a foreigner,
for you are a holy people to the LORD your God.

You shall not boil a young goat in its mother’s milk.

TithesTithes
2222 You must be certain to tithe all the produce of your

seed, so that the field produces year by year. 2323 You
must eat before the LORD your God, in the place in
which He shall choose to place His name, the tithe of
your grain, of your wine, of your oil, and of the first-
born of your herds and of your flocks so that you may
learn to always fear the LORD your God. 2424 If the dis-
tance is too long for you, so that you are not able to
carry it, because the place is too far from you, where
the LORD your God shall choose to set His name,
when the LORD your God blesses you, 2525 then you shall
exchange it for money and bind up the money in your
hand and go to the place which the LORD your God
shall choose. 2626 Then you may spend that money for
whatever your heart desires, for oxen, or for sheep, or
for wine, or for strong drink, or for whatever your
heart desires, and you may eat there before the LORD
your God, and you shall rejoice, you, and your house-
hold, 2727 and the Levite that is within your gates. You
must not forsake him, for he has no portion or inheri-
tance with you.

2828 At the end of three years you must bring forth all
the tithe of your produce the same year and lay it up
within your gates. 2929 Then the Levite (because he has
no portion or inheritance with you), the foreigner, the
fatherless, and the widow, who are within your gates,
shall come and shall eat and be satisfied, so that the
LORD your God may bless you in all the work of your
hand which you do.

The Sabbatical YThe Sabbatical Yearear
Lev 25:8–38

At the end of every seven years you shall grant
a relinquishing of debtsof debts . 22 This is the manner of

the relinquishing: Every creditor that has loaned any-
thing to his neighbor shall relinquish it. He shall not
exact it of his neighbor, or of his brother, because it is
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called the LORD ’s relinquishment. 33 You may collect it
from a foreigner, but that which your brother has that
is yours your hand shall release. 44 However, there will
be no poor among you, for the LORD will greatly bless
you in the land which the LORD your God has given
you for an inheritance to possess, 55 if only you careful-
ly obey the voice of the LORD your God, by carefully
observing all these commandments which I command
you today. 66 For the LORD your God will bless you, just
as He promised you, and you will lend to many na-
tions, but you shall not borrow. You will reign over
many nations, but they will not reign over you.

77 If there be among you a poor man, one of your
brothers within any of your gates in your land which
the LORD your God has given you, you must not hard-
en your heart or shut your hand from your poor broth-
er. 88 But you shall open your hand wide to him and
must surely lend him what is sufficient for his need, in
that which he lacks. 99 Beware lest there be a wicked
thought in your heart, saying, “The seventh year, the
year of release, is at hand,” and your eye be evil
against your poor brother and you give him nothing,
and he cry out to the LORD against you, and it become
sin in you. 1010 You must surely give to him, and your
heart shall not be grieved when you give to him, be-
cause in this thing the LORD your God will bless you in
all your works, and in all that you put your hand to do.
1111 For the poor will never cease from being in the land.
Therefore, I command you, saying, “You shall open
your hand wide to your brother, to your poor and
needy in your land.”

FrFreeing Servantseeing Servants
Ex 21:2–6; Lev 25:38–55

1212 If your brother, a Hebrew man, or a Hebrew
woman, is sold to you and serves you six years, then in
the seventh year you must let him go free from you.
1313 When you send him out free from you, you must not
let him go away empty-handed. 1414 You shall supply him
liberally out of your flock, out of your floor, and out of
your winepress. From that with which the LORD your
God has blessed you, you shall give to him. 1515 You shall
remember that you were a slave in the land of Egypt
and the LORD your God redeemed you. Therefore, I
command this to you today.

1616 It shall be, if he says to you, “I will not go away
from you,” because he loves you and your house, be-
cause he is well off with you, 1717 then you must take an
awl and pierce it through his ear into the door, and he
shall be your servant forever. And you shall also do
likewise to your female servant.

1818 It will not seem difficult for you when you send
him away free from you, for he has been worth a dou-
ble hired servant †† in serving you six years. Then the
LORD your God will bless you in all that you do.

† Or a double the amount.

The Firstborn AnimalsThe Firstborn Animals
1919 You must sanctify all the firstborn males that come

out of your herd and flock to the LORD your God. You
must do no work with the firstborn of your bulls or
shear the firstborn of your sheep. 2020 You shall eat it be-
fore the LORD your God year by year in the place
where the LORD shall choose, you and your house-
hold. 2121 If there is any defect in it, if it is lame or blind
or has a serious defect, you shall not sacrifice it to the
LORD your God. 2222 You shall eat it within your gates.
The unclean and the clean person alike shall eat it, as
if it were a gazelle or a deer. 2323 Only you must not eat
its blood. You shall pour it on the ground like water.

The PassoThe Passoverver
Ex 12:14–20; Lev 23:4–8; Nu 28:16–25

Observe the month of Aviv †††† and keep the
Passover to the LORD your God, for in the

month of Aviv the LORD your God brought you out of
Egypt by night. 22 Therefore, you must sacrifice the
Passover to the LORD your God, from the flock or the
herd, in the place where the LORD shall choose to
place His name. 33 You must not eat leavened bread
with it. For seven days you must eat unleavened
bread, the bread of affliction, for you came out of the
land of Egypt in a hurry, so that you may remember all
the days of your life the day when you came out of the
land of Egypt. 44 There must not be any leavened bread
seen with you within all your borders for seven days,
nor may any of the meat which you sacrificed in the
evening on the first day remain overnight until morn-
ing.

55 You may not sacrifice the Passover within any of
your gates that the LORD your God has given you.
66 But at the place where the LORD your God chooses
to place His name, there you shall sacrifice the
Passover in the evening at sunset, at the time that you
came out of Egypt. 77 You shall roast and eat it in the
place where the LORD your God will choose, and you
must return in the morning, and go to your tents. 88 For
six days you must eat unleavened bread, and on the
seventh day there shall be a solemn assembly to the
LORD your God. You must do no work on that dayon that day .

The Feast of WThe Feast of Weekseeks
Lev 23:15–22; Nu 28:26–31

99 You must count seven weeks for yourself. Begin
counting the seven weeks from the time you begin to
put the sickle to the standing grain. 1010 You must keep
the Feast of Weeks to the LORD your God with a trib-
ute of a freewill offering from your hand, which you
must give to the LORD your God, in proportion to how
much the LORD your God has blessed you. 1111 You shall
rejoice before the LORD your God—you, your son,
your daughter, your male servant, your female ser-

†† March-April in the modern calendar.
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vant, the Levite who is within your gates, the foreign-
er, the orphan, and the widow who are among you—in
the place where the LORD your God has chosen to
place His name. 1212 You must remember that you were
a slave in Egypt, and you must be careful to observe
these statutes.

The Feast of TThe Feast of Tabernaclesabernacles
Lev 23:33–43; Nu 29:12–39

1313 You shall observe the Feast of Tabernacles seven
days after you have gathered in your threshing floor
and your winepress, 1414 and you shall rejoice in your
feast, you, your son, your daughter, your male ser-
vant, your female servant, the Levite, the foreigner,
the orphan, and the widow who are within your gates.
1515 You are to celebrate the festival for seven days to
the LORD your God in the place where the LORD will
choose, because the LORD your God will bless you in
all your produce, and in all the works of your hands.
Therefore, you will indeed rejoice.

1616 Three times a year all your males must appear be-
fore the LORD your God in the place where He will
choose: at the Feast of Unleavened Bread, at the Feast
of Weeks, and at the Feast of Tabernacles, and they
must not appear before the LORD empty. 1717 Every man
must give as he is able, in proportion to the blessing
of the LORD your God, which He has given you.

JudgesJudges
1818 You must appoint judges and officers in all your

gates, which the LORD your God gives you, through-
out your tribes, and they shall judge the people with
righteous judgment. 1919 You must not pervert judgment
nor show partiality. You must not accept a bribe, for a
bribe blinds the eyes of the wise and perverts the
words of the righteous. 2020 You must follow that which
is altogether just, so that you may live and inherit the
land which the LORD your God is giving you.

Idolatry ForbiddenIdolatry Forbidden
2121 You must not plant for yourself an Asherah †† of any

trees near the altar of the LORD your God, which you
make for yourself. 2222 You shall not set up for yourself
any image, which the LORD your God hates.

You must not sacrifice to the LORD your God
any bull or sheep that has a blemish or any de-

fect, for that is detestable to the LORD your God.
22 If there be found among you, within any of your

gates which the LORD your God gives you, man or
woman, who has acted wickedly in the sight of the
LORD your God, by transgressing His covenant, 33 and
has gone and served other gods and worshipped
them, either the sun, or moon, or any of the host of
heaven, which I have not commanded, 44 and if it is told
to you, and you have heard of it, and investigated dili-
gently, and it is true, and the matter is certain that

† Wooden symbol of a female deity.

such a detestable thing has happened in Israel, 55 then
you must bring forth that man or that woman who
has committed that wicked thing to your gates, that
very man or woman, and stone them with stones until
they die. 66 On the testimony of two or three witnesses
he that is to die must be put to death, but on the testi-
mony of one witness he cannot be put to death. 77 The
hands of the witnesses shall be first against him to put
him to death, and afterward the hands of all the peo-
ple. So you shall purge the evil from among you.

Courts of LawCourts of Law
88 If there arises a matter too difficult for you in judg-

ment, between one kind of bloodshed and another,
between one kind of lawsuit and another, and be-
tween one kind of assault and another, matters of
controversy within your gates, then you must arise
and go up to the place where the LORD your God shall
choose. 99 You must go to the Levitical priests or to the
judge in officeoffice those days, and inquire, and they will
show you the verdict of judgment. 1010 You shall do ac-
cording to the verdict which they declare to you from
the place where the LORD will choose to show you,
and you must be careful to do all that they instruct
you to do. 1111 You must do according to the terms of
the law which they instruct you and according to the
verdict which they tell you. You must not deviate from
the sentence which they show you, to the right or to
the left. 1212 The man who acts presumptuously and
does not listen to the priest who stands to minister be-
fore the LORD your God, or to the judge—that man
must die, and you must purge the evil from Israel.
1313 Then all the people will hear, and fear, and not act
presumptuously again.

Appointing a KingAppointing a King
1414 When you have come into the land which the

LORD your God gives you and possess it and dwell
there and then say, “I will set a king over me just like
all the nations that are around me,” 1515 you must set a
king over you whom the LORD your God will choose.
You must select a king over you who is from among
your brothers. You may not select a foreigner over you
who is not your countryman. 1616 What is more, he shall
not accumulate horses for himself or cause the people
to return to Egypt in order that he accumulate horses,
for as the LORD has said to you, “You must not go
back that way ever again.” 1717 He shall not acquire many
wives for himself, lest his heart turn away; nor shall he
acquire for himself excess silver and gold.

1818 It must be, when he sits on the throne of his king-
dom, that he shall write a copy of this law for himself
on a scroll before the priests, the Levites. 1919 It must be
with him, and he must read it all the days of his life so
that he may learn to fear the LORD his God, and care-
fully observe all the words of this law and these
statutes, and do them, 2020 that his heart will not be lift-
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ed up above his brothers and so that he may not turn
aside from the commandment, to the right or to the
left, to the end, so that he may prolong his days in his
kingdom, he and his children, in the midst of Israel.

PrProovision for Priests and Levision for Priests and Levitesvites

The Levitical priests and all the tribe of Levi will
not have any portion or inheritance with Israel.

They must eat the offerings of the LORD made by fire
and His portion. 22 They will have no inheritance among
their brothers. The LORD is their inheritance, just as
He has said to them.

33 This shall be the priest’s due from the people, from
them that offer a sacrifice, whether it be an ox or
sheep: they shall give to the priest the shoulder, the
two cheeks, and the stomach. 44 You must give him the
first fruit of your grain, of your wine, and of your oil,
and the first of the fleece of your sheep also. 55 For the
LORD your God has chosen him out of all your tribes
to stand to minister in the name of the LORD , him and
his sons forever.

66 If a Levite comes from any of your gates out of all
Israel, where he lives, and comes with all the desire of
his mind to the place where the LORD shall choose,
77 then he shall minister in the name of the LORD his
God, as all his brothers the Levites do, who stand
there before the LORD . 88 They must have the same
portions to eat, besides any profits he may receive
from the sale of his father’s inheritance.

A Call to HolinessA Call to Holiness
99 When you enter into the land which the LORD your

God gives you, you must not learn to practice the
abominations of those nations. 1010 There must not be
found among you anyone who makes his son or his
daughter pass through the fire, or who uses divina-
tion, or uses witchcraft, or an interpreter of omens, or
a sorcerer, 1111 or one who casts spells, or a spiritualist,
or an occultist, or a necromancer. 1212 For all that do
these things are an abomination to the LORD , and be-
cause of these abominations the LORD your God will
drive them out from before you. 1313 You must be blame-
less before the LORD your God.

The PrThe Prophetophet
1414 For these nations, which you shall possess, lis-

tened to soothsayers and to diviners, but as for you,
the LORD your God has not permitted you to do so.
1515 The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet
from the midst of you, of your brothers, like me. You
must listen to him. 1616 This is according to all that you
desired of the LORD your God in Horeb on the day of
the assembly, saying, “Let me not hear again the voice
of the LORD my God, nor let me see this great fire any-
more, so that I do not die.”

1717 The LORD said to me, “They have done well in what
they have said. 1818 I will raise up a prophet from among

their brothers, like you, and will put My words in his
mouth, and he will speak to them all that I command
him. 1919 It will be that whoever will not listen to My
words which he will speak in My name, I will require it
of him. 2020 But the prophet, who presumes to speak a
word in my name, which I have not commanded him
to speak, or who shall speak in the name of other
gods—that prophet shall die.”

2121 And you may say in your heart, “How can we know
the word which the LORD has not spoken?” 2222 When a
prophet speaks in the name of the LORD , if the thing
does not occur or come to pass, that is the thing which
the LORD has not spoken; the prophet has spoken it
presumptuously. You shall not be afraid of him.

Cities of RefugeCities of Refuge
Nu 35:6–34; Dt 4:41–43; Jos 20:1–9

When the LORD your God has cut off the na-
tions, whose land the LORD your God is giving

you, and you dispossess them, and dwell in their
cities, and in their houses, 22 you shall set apart three
cities for yourselves in the midst of your land, which
the LORD your God is giving you to possess. 33 You shall
prepare a roadway for yourself, and divide the territo-
ry of your land into three parts, which the LORD your
God is giving you to inherit, so that every manslayer
may flee there.

44 This is the word concerning the manslayer who will
flee there, so that he may live: Whoever kills his neigh-
bor unintentionally, whom he did not hate previously,
55 like when a man goes into the forest with his neigh-
bor to cut wood, and his hand raises the axe to cut
down the tree, and the axe head slips from the handle
and lands on his neighbor causing him to die, then he
may flee to one of those cities, and live. 66 Otherwise
the avenger of blood might, while he is angry, pursue
the manslayer and overtake him (because the way is
long) and kill him, even though he was not worthy of
death (since he did not hate him previously). 77 There-
fore, I command you, saying, “You shall set apart three
cities for yourselves.”

88 If the LORD your God enlarges your borders as He
promised your fathers, and gives you all the land
which He promised to give to your fathers, 99 and if you
will carefully keep all these commandments, which I
command you today, to love the LORD your God, and
to always walk in His ways, then you must add three
cities more for yourself, besides these three. 1010 Then
innocent blood will not be shed in your land, which the
LORD your God is giving you for an inheritance, and
blood guiltiness be on you.

1111 But if any man hates his neighbor, and lies in wait
for him, and rises up against him, and mortally strikes
him, causing him to die, and flees to one of these
cities, 1212 then the elders of his city must send and fetch
him from there, and deliver him to the hand of the
avenger of blood, so that he may die. 1313 Your eye must
not pity him, but you must remove the guilt of inno-
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cent blood from Israel, so that it may go well with you.
1414 You shall not remove your neighbor’s landmark,

which they of old time have set in your inheritance,
which you shall inherit in the land that the LORD your
God is giving you to possess.

WitnessesWitnesses
1515 A single witness must not rise up against a man on

account of any iniquity or any sin that he sins. At the
testimony of two witnesses or at the testimony of
three witnesses shall the matter be established.

1616 If a false witness rises up against any man to testi-
fy against him to accuse him of doing wrong, 1717 then
both the men between whom the controversy is must
stand before the LORD , before the priests and the
judges, who are in officeoffice those days. 1818 The judges will
thoroughly investigate, and if the witness is a false wit-
ness and has testified falsely against his brother,
1919 then you must do to him as he conspired to have
done to his brother. In this way you must remove the
evil from among you. 2020 Those who remain will hear
and fear, and will never again commit any such evil
among you. 2121 You must not show pity. But life will be
for life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand,
foot for foot.

Rules of WRules of Warfararfaree

When you go out to battle against your ene-
mies, and see horses, and chariots, and a peo-

ple that outnumber you, do not be afraid of them, for
the LORD your God is with you, who brought you up
out of the land of Egypt. 22 It will be, when you ap-
proach the battle, that the priest will approach and
speak to the people, 33 and he shall say to them, “Hear,
O Israel, you approach today to do battle against your
enemies. Do not be fainthearted. Do not fear, and do
not tremble or be terrified because of them. 44 For the
LORD your God is He that goes with you, to fight for
you against your enemies, to save you.”

55 The officers will speak to the people, saying, “What
man is there who has built a new house and has not
dedicated it? Let him go and return to his house, lest
he die in the battle, and another man dedicate it.
66 What man is there who has planted a vineyard, and
has not yet eaten of it? Let him also go and return to
his house, lest he die in the battle, and another man
eat of it. 77 What man is there who is engaged to a
woman but has not married her? Let him go and re-
turn to his house, lest he die in the battle, and another
man take her.” 88 The officers are to speak further to
the people, and they shall say, “What man is there that
is fearful and fainthearted? Let him go and return to
his house, lest his brother’s heart faint as well as his
heart.” 99 It will be, when the officers have made an end
of speaking to the people, that they must make cap-
tains of the armies to lead the people.

1010 When you come near to a city to fight against it,
then proclaim peace to it. 1111 It shall be, if it gives you a
reply of peace and opens to you, then it must be that
all the people that are found within shall become
slaves to you and they shall serve you. 1212 If it will not
make peace with you but makes war against you, then
you are to besiege it. 1313 And when the LORD your God
has delivered it into your hands, you are to slay every
male there with the edge of the sword. 1414 But the
women, and the little ones, and the livestock, and all
that is in the city, all the spoil within, you are to take to
yourself, and you will eat the spoil of your enemies,
which the LORD your God has given you. 1515 Thus you
are to do to all the cities which are far away, which are
not the cities of these nearby nations.

1616 But of the cities of these people, which the LORD
your God is giving you for an inheritance, you must
not leave alive anything that breathes. 1717 But you shall
completely destroy them: namely, the Hittites, and the
Amorites, the Canaanites, and the Perizzites, the
Hivites, and the Jebusites, just as the LORD your God
has commanded you, 1818 so that they do not teach you
to participate in all their abominations, which they
have done to their gods, causing you to sin against
the LORD your God.

1919 When you lay siege to a city for a long time, in
making war against it in order to take it, you shall not
destroy the trees there by chopping them down with
an axe, for you may eat from them, and you shall not
cut them down. For the tree of the field is not a man in
which to lay siege. 2020 However, you may destroy and
cut down only the trees which you know are not fruit
trees, so that you may build siege engines against the
city that makes war with you until it falls.

Atonement for Unsolved MurAtonement for Unsolved Murdersders

If someone is found slain in the land which the
LORD your God is giving you to possess, lying in

the field, and it is not known who has slain him, 22 then
your elders and your judges are to come forth, and
they must measure hohow farw far it is to the cities which are
around him who was slain. 33 And it must be, that the
city which is closest to the slain man, that is, the elders
of that city shall take a heifer which has not been
worked, that has never pulled in yoke, 44 and the elders
of that city must bring down the heifer to a valley with
flowing water, which is neither plowed nor sown, and
shall break the heifer’s neck there in the valley. 55 Then
the priests, the sons of Levi, must come near, for the
LORD your God has chosen them to minister to Him,
and to bless in the name of the LORD , and by their
word every controversy and every assault will be set-
tled. 66 And all the elders of that city, which is nearest to
the slain man, shall wash their hands over the heifer
whose neck was broken in the valley. 77 Then they must
answer and say, “Our hands have not shed this blood,
and our eyes have not seen it. 88 Be merciful, O LORD ,
to Your people Israel, whom You have redeemed, and
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lay not innocent blood in the midst of Your people Is-
rael.” And the blood guilt will be forgiven them. 99 In
this way you are to remove the guilt of innocent blood
from among you when you do that which is right in
the eyes of the LORD .

Marrying Female CaptivesMarrying Female Captives
1010 When you go forth to war against your enemies,

and the LORD your God has delivered them into your
hands, and you have taken them captive, 1111 and you
see among the captives a beautiful woman, and have
a desire for her to have her as your wife, 1212 then you
are to bring her home to your house, and she is to
shave her head and trim her nails. 1313 She must also
discard the clothing of her captivity and shall remain
in your house, and mourn her father and her mother
for a full month. After that you may have relations
with her, and be her husband, and she will be your
wife. 1414 It will be, if you are not pleased with her, then
you must let her go wherever she pleases, but you
may not sell her at all for money, nor are you to make
merchandise of her, because you have humbled her.

The Right of the FirstbornThe Right of the Firstborn
1515 If a man has two wives, one beloved and another

unloved, and both have borne him children, both the
loved one and the unloved one, and if the firstborn
son is hers that is unloved, 1616 then it must be, when he
gives his sons the inheritance which he has, that he
may not make the firstborn son of the loved come be-
fore the son of the unloved, who was indeed the first-
born. 1717 On the contrary, he must acknowledge the son
of the unloved for the firstborn, by giving him a dou-
ble portion of all that he has, for he is the beginning of
his strength. The right of the firstborn is his.

Dealing With a Rebellious SonDealing With a Rebellious Son
1818 If a man has a stubborn and rebellious son, who

will not obey the voice of his father or the voice of his
mother, and who, when they have disciplined him, will
not listen to them, 1919 then his father and his mother
are to lay hold of him and bring him out to the elders
of his city, to the gate of his city. 2020 They shall say to the
elders of his city, “This son of ours is stubborn and re-
bellious. He will not listen to us. He is a glutton and a
drunkard.” 2121 Then all the men of his city must stone
him with stones, until he dies. In this way you are to
remove the evil from among you, and all Israel shall
hear and fear.

VVarious Lawsarious Laws
2222 If a man has committed a sin worthy of death and

is executed, and you hang him on a tree, 2323 then his
body must not remain all night on the tree, but you
must bury him that day (for he that is hanged is ac-
cursed of God) so that your land may not be defiled,

which the LORD your God is giving you for an inheri-
tance.

You must not see your brother’s ox or his sheep
go astray and hide yourself from them. You

must certainly bring them back to your brother. 22 If
your brother is not near you or if you do not know
him, then you are to bring it to your own house, and it
will be with you until your brother seeks after it. Then
you must return it to him. 33 In the same way, you must
do so with his donkey, with his clothing, and with any-
thing lost by your brother which he has lost and you
have found. You must not hide yourself frfrom himom him .

44 You are not to see your brother’s donkey or his ox
fall down by the way and hide yourself from them. You
certainly must help him to lift them up.

55 A woman must not wear man’s clothing, nor is a
man to put on a woman’s clothing. For all that do so
are abominations to the LORD your God.

66 If you happen to notice a bird’s nest along the way,
in any tree or on the ground, whether they be young
ones or eggs, and the mother is sitting on the young
or on the eggs, you are not to take the mother from
the young. 77 You must certainly let the mother go, but
you may take the young for yourself, so that it may be
well with you, and that you may prolong your days.

88 When you build a new house, you must make a
guard rail for your roof so that you bring no blood
guilt on your house, should anyone fall from there.

99 You must not sow your vineyard with two kinds of
seeds, or the fruit of your seed which you have sown
and the fruit of your vineyard will be defiled.

1010 You must not plow with an ox and a donkey to-
gether.

1111 You must not wear clothing made of a material of
wool and linen together.

1212 You must make tassels on the four quarters of
your clothing with which you cover yourself.

Laws About MarriageLaws About Marriage
1313 If any man takes a wife and has sexual relations

with her and then rejects her, 1414 and accuses her of im-
propriety and publicly defames her, saying, “I married
this woman, but when I had sexual relations with her, I
found her not to be a virgin,” 1515 then the father and
mother of the girl must produce eevidencevidence of the girl’s
virginity to the elders of the city at the gate. 1616 The
girl’s father must say to the elders, “I gave my daugh-
ter to this man to wife, and he has rejected her.
1717 What is more, he has accused her of impropriety,
saying, ‘I did not find your daughter to be a virgin.’
However, this is the evidence of my daughter’s virgini-
ty.” And they shall spread the cloth before the elders
of the city. 1818 The elders of that city must take that man
and punish him, 1919 and they must fine him a hundred
shekelsshekels †† of silver and give them to the father of the
girl, because he has publicly humiliated a virgin of Is-

† About 21/2 pounds, or 1.2 kilograms.

DEUTERONOMY 21:9 148 DEUTERONOMY 22:19



2323

rael. Then she is to remain his wife. He may not di-
vorce her all his days.

2020 But if the accusation is true, and the evidence of
virginity does not exist for the girl, 2121 then they shall
bring the girl out to the door of her father’s house,
and the men of her city shall stone her with stones un-
til she dies, because she has brought disgrace into Is-
rael, to act like a whore in her father’s house. In this
way you may purge the evil from among you.

2222 If a man is discovered lying with a married woman,
then both of them must die, both the man that lay
with the woman, and the woman. In this way you may
purge the evil from Israel.

2323 If a girl who is a virgin is engaged to a man, and
anotheranother man finds her in the city and has sexual rela-
tions with her, 2424 then you must bring them both out
to the gate of that city and you must stone them with
stones until they die, the girl because she did not cry
out even though in the city, and the man because he
has violated his neighbor’s wife. In this way you may
purge the evil from among you.

2525 But if a man finds an engaged girl in the field, and
the man forces her and rapes her, then only the man
that raped her shall die. 2626 However, you are to do
nothing to the girl. There is no sin worthy of death in
the girl, for just as when a man rises against his neigh-
bor and murders him, so is this matter. 2727 For he found
her in the field, the engaged girl cried out, but there
was no one to save her.

2828 If a man finds a girl who is a virgin who is not en-
gaged and seizes her and lies with her and they are
discovered, 2929 then the man who lay with her must
give fifty shekels †† of silver to the girl’s father, and she
shall be his wife because he has violated her. He may
not divorce her all his days.

3030 A man must not marry his father’s wife and in this
way dishonor his father.

ExExclusion Frclusion From the Assemblyom the Assembly

No one who is emasculated or has his male or-
gan cut off may enter the assembly of the LORD

.
22 No one of illegitimate birth may enter the assembly

of the LORD . Even to his tenth generation no one rre-e-
lated to himlated to him may enter the assembly of the LORD .

33 No Ammonite or Moabite may enter the assembly
of the LORD . Even to their tenth generation they may
not enter the assembly of the LORD forever, 44 because
they refused you bread and water on the way, when
you came from out of Egypt and because they hired
Balaam, the son of Beor of Pethor of Mesopotamia,
against you to curse you. 55 Nevertheless, the LORD
your God would not listen to Balaam. Instead the
LORD your God turned the curse into a blessing on
you because the LORD your God loves you. 66 You are
not ever to seek their peace nor their prosperity all
your days.

† About 11/4 pounds, or 575 grams.

77 You are not to abhor an Edomite, for he is your
brother. You shall not abhor an Egyptian, because you
were a foreigner in his land. 88 The children who are
born of them may enter the assembly of the LORD in
their third generation.

Uncleanness in the CampUncleanness in the Camp
99 When the army goes out against your enemies,

then keep yourself from every wicked thing. 1010 If there
be among you any man who is not clean because of a
nocturnal emission, then he must leave the camp. He
may not re-enter the camp. 1111 And it must be that
when evening comes, he must wash himself with wa-
ter, and at sunset he may re-enter the camp.

1212 You must also have a place outside the camp
where one may go outside. 1313 You must have a spade
among your equipment, and it must be, when you re-
lieve yourself outside, you must dig there and turn
and cover up your excrement. 1414 For the LORD your
God walks in the midst of your camp, to deliver you,
and to defeat your enemies before you. Therefore,
your camp must be holy, so that He does not see any
indecent thing among you, and turn away from you.

VVarious Lawsarious Laws
1515 You must not deliver backback to his master a slave

who has escaped from his master to you. 1616 He is to
dwell with you, even among you, in a place which he
shall choose in one of your towns, where he prefers.
You must not oppress him.

1717 There must never be a cult prostitute among the
daughters of Israel nor a cult prostitute among the
sons of Israel. 1818 You must never bring the wage of a
prostitute or the wage of a dog into the house of the
LORD your God for any vow, for both of these are
abominations to the LORD your God.

1919 You must not charge interest on a loan to your
brother: interest on money, interest on food, or on
anything that may be lent with interest. 2020 You may
charge interest to a foreigner, but to your brother you
may not lend with interest so that the LORD your God
may bless you in all to which you set your hand in the
land which you are entering to possess.

2121 When you make a vow to the LORD your God, you
must not be slow to pay it, for the LORD your God will
surely require it of you, and it would be a sin to you.
2222 But if you refrain from making a vow, it will not be a
sin to you. 2323 That which goes out of your lips you must
keep and do, even a freewill offering, just as you have
vowed to the LORD your God, what you have promised
with your mouth.

2424 When you go into your neighbor’s vineyard, you
may eat grapes to your fill at your own pleasure, but
you may not put any in your basket. 2525 When you enter
into the standing grain of your neighbor, you may
pluck the ears with your hand, but you may not use a
sickle on your neighbor’s standing grain.
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Laws About Marriage and DivorLaws About Marriage and Divorcece

When a man takes a wife and marries her, and
it happens that she finds no favor in his eyes be-

cause he has found some indecency in her, then let
him write her a bill of divorce and put it in her hand
and send her out of his house. 22 When she departs out
of his house, she may go and be another man’s wife.
33 If the second husband rejects her and writes her a
bill of divorce and puts it in her hand and sends her
out of his house, or if the second husband who took
her to be his wife dies, 44 her first husband, who sent
her away, may not take her again to be his wife, since
she is defiled, for that is abomination before the LORD
, and you must not bring sin on the land, which the
LORD your God is giving you for an inheritance.

55 When a man has taken a new wife, he shall not go
out to war or be charged with any business; he is to be
free at home one year, and must bring joy to his wife
which he has taken.

VVarious Lawsarious Laws
66 No man shall take a lower or upper millstone as a

pledge, for he would be taking a man’s life as a
pledge.

77 If a man is found kidnapping any of his brothers of
the children of Israel, and makes property of him or
sells him, then that kidnapper must die, and you must
remove the evil from among you.

88 Be careful with an outbreak of leprosy, that you dili-
gently observe and do according to all that the Leviti-
cal priests instruct you. As I have commanded them,
so you must carefully do. 99 Remember what the LORD
your God did to Miriam on the way, after you came
out of Egypt.

1010 When you do lend your brother anything, you may
not go into his house to take his pledge. 1111 You must
stand outside, and the man to whom you lend must
bring the pledge outside to you. 1212 If the man is poor,
you may not sleep with his pledge. 1313 In any case, you
must return the pledge to him when the sun goes
down, so that he may sleep in his own cloak and bless
you, and it will be righteousness to you before the
LORD your God.

1414 You may not oppress a hired servant that is poor
and needy, whether he is one of your brothers or one
of your foreigners who are in your land within your
towns. 1515 You must give him his wages on that very day
before the sun sets, for he is poor, and sets his heart
on it, lest he cry against you to the LORD , and it be a
sin to you.

1616 Fathers may not be put to death for the sons, nor
shall sons be put to death for their fathers. Every man
shall be put to death for his own sin.

1717 You must not pervert the justice of the foreigner or
of the fatherless, nor take a widow’s cloak as a pledge.
1818 On the contrary, you must remember that you were

a slave in Egypt and the LORD your God redeemed you
there. Therefore, I command you to do this.

1919 Whenever you reap your harvest in your field and
have forgotten a sheaf in the field, you may not go
back to get it. It will be for the foreigner, for the fa-
therless, and for the widow, so that the LORD your
God may bless you in all the work of your hands.
2020 When you beat your olive tree, you may not go over
the boughs again. It will be for the foreigner, for the
fatherless, and for the widow. 2121 When you gather the
grapes of your vineyard, you shall not glean it again. It
will be for the foreigner, for the fatherless, and for the
widow. 2222 You must remember that you were a slave in
the land of Egypt. Therefore I command you to do this
thing.

If there is a controversy between men, they are
to go to court for judgment, so that the judges

may judge them. Then they shall justify the righteous
and condemn the wicked. 22 It must be, if the wicked
man is worthy to be beaten, then the judge must
make him lie down and be beaten in his presence,
with the number of strikes his guilt deserves. 33 He may
give him forty stripes, but no more, lest, if he should
exceed and beat him more with numerous stripes,
then your brother may appear contemptible to you.

44 You must not muzzle the ox when he treads out the
grain.

LeLevirvirate Marriageate Marriage
55 If brothers dwell together, and one of them dies

without having had a child, the wife of the deceased
may not marry outside the familythe family to a stranger. Her
husband’s brother must go to her and take her to him-
self as a wife and perform the duty of a husband’s
brother to her. 66 It shall be, that the firstborn whom
she bears shall continue in the name of his brother
who is deceased, so that his name will not be blotted
out of Israel.

77 If the man does not want to take his brother’s wife,
then let his brother’s wife go up to the gate to the el-
ders and say, “My husband’s brother refuses to raise
up his brother’s name in Israel. He will not perform
the duty of my husband’s brother.” 88 Then the elders of
his city shall call him, and speak to him, and if he per-
sists and says, “I do not want to take her,” 99 then his
brother’s wife must come to him in the presence of
the elders and remove his sandal from his foot, and
spit in his face, and answer and say, “So shall it be
done to that man who will not build up his brother’s
house.” 1010 His name will be called in Israel, “The house
of him who has his sandal removed.”

VVarious Lawsarious Laws
1111 When a man and his brother fight one another,

and the wife of the one draws near in order to deliver
her husband out of the hand of him who fights him,
and reaches out her hand and seizes him by the pri-
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vate parts, 1212 then you must cut off her hand. You must
not pity her.

1313 You must not have in your bag different weights, a
large and a small. 1414 You must not have in your house
differing measures, a large and a small. 1515 But you
must have a perfect and just weight—a perfect and
just measure you must have, so that your days may be
lengthened in the land which the LORD your God is
giving you. 1616 For all who do such things and all who
act unjustly are an abomination to the LORD your God.

1717 Remember what Amalek did to you by the road
when you were coming out of Egypt, 1818 how he met
you by the way and attacked at your rear all that were
stragglers behind you, when you were exhausted and
weary. He did not fear God. 1919 Therefore it shall be,
when the LORD your God has given you rest from all
your surrounding enemies, in the land which the
LORD your God is giving you for an inheritance to pos-
sess, that you must blot out the remembrance of
Amalek from under heaven. You must not forget it.

First Fruits and TithesFirst Fruits and Tithes

And it must be, when you come into the land
which the LORD your God is giving you for an in-

heritance, and you possess it, and dwell in it, 22 that you
shall take from the first of all the produce of the
ground which you shall bring from your land that the
LORD your God is giving you, and put it in a basket
and go to the place where the LORD your God chooses
to make His name abide. 33 You shall go to the priest in
office at that time and say to him, “I profess this day to
the LORD your God that I have come into the land
which the LORD promised to our fathers to give us.”
44 The priest will take the basket out of your hand and
set it down before the altar of the LORD your God.
55 Then you must answer and say before the LORD your
God, “A wandering Aramean †† was my father, and he
went down into Egypt, and sojourned there with onlywith only a
few in number, but there he became a great, mighty,
and populous nation. 66 However, the Egyptians mis-
treated and afflicted us, and laid upon us harsh labor.
77 And when we cried to the LORD God of our fathers,
the LORD heard our voice, and looked on our afflic-
tion, our labor, and our oppression. 88 And the LORD
brought us forth out of Egypt with a mighty hand and
with an outstretched arm and with great terror, and
with signs and wonders. 99 Then He brought us into
this place, and has given us this land, a land that flows
with milk and honey. 1010 Now, indeed, I have brought
the first fruits of the land, which you, O LORD , have
given me.” Then you must set it before the LORD your
God and worship before the LORD your God. 1111 You
must rejoice in every good thing which the LORD your
God has given to you and your house, you, and the
Levite, as well as the foreigner who is among you.

1212 When you have finished tithing all the tithes of
your income the third year, which is the year of tithing,

† Rebekah, Jacob’s mother, was an Aramean.

and have given it to the Levite, the foreigner, the or-
phan, and the widow, that they may eat within your
towns and be satisfied, 1313 then you shall say before the
LORD your God, “I have removed the sacred things out
of my house and also have given them to the Levite,
and to the foreigner, to the orphan, and to the widow,
according to all Your commandments which You have
commanded me. I have not transgressed Your com-
mandments or forgotten them. 1414 I have not eaten
anything when in mourning, nor have I removed any-
thing while unclean, nor offered anything to the dead.
I have listened to the voice of the LORD my God and
have done according to all that You have commanded
me. 1515 Look down from Your holy habitation, from
heaven, and bless Your people Israel and the land
which You have given us, as You swore to our fathers,
a land flowing with milk and honey.”

An Exhortation to ObeAn Exhortation to Obeyy
1616 Today the LORD your God has commanded you to

do these statutes and judgments. You must therefore
keep and do them with all your heart and with all your
soul. 1717 You have affirmed today that the LORD is your
God and vowed to walk in His ways, and to keep His
statutes, and His commandments, and His judgments,
and to listen to His voice. 1818 And the LORD has af-
firmed today that you are His special people, just as
He has promised you, and that you should keep all His
commandments. 1919 He will exalt you above all nations
which He has made, in praise, and in name, and in
honor; and that you may be a holy people to the LORD
your God, just as He has spoken.

The Altar on Mount EbalThe Altar on Mount Ebal

Then Moses and the elders of Israel command-
ed the people, saying: Keep all the command-

ments which I am commanding you today. 22 On the
day when you cross over the Jordan into the land
which the LORD your God is giving you, you must set
up for yourself great stones, and cover them with plas-
ter. 33 Then you must write all the words of this law on
them, when you cross over, so that you may enter into
the land which the LORD your God is giving you, a
land flowing with milk and honey, just as the LORD
God of your fathers promised you. 44 Therefore, when
you cross over the Jordan, you shall set up these
stones, which I am commanding you today, on Mount
Ebal, and you shall cover them with plaster. 55 There
you must build an altar to the LORD your God, an altar
of stones. You must not use any iron tool on them.
66 You must build the altar of the LORD your God with
whole stones, and you must offer burnt offerings on it
to the LORD your God. 77 You must offer peace offer-
ings and eat there, and rejoice before the LORD your
God. 88 You must write all the words of this law very
clearly on the stones.
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99 Moses and the Levitical priests spoke to all Israel,
saying: Be silent and listen, O Israel. Today you have
become the people of the LORD your God. 1010 There-
fore, you must obey the voice of the LORD your God
and do His commandments and His statutes, which I
am commanding you today.

1111 Moses commanded the people the same day, say-
ing:

1212 These shall stand on Mount Gerizim to bless the
people when you cross over the Jordan: Simeon, Levi,
Judah, Issachar, Joseph, and Benjamin. 1313 And these
must stand on Mount Ebal for the curse: Reuben, Gad,
Asher, Zebulun, Dan, and Naphtali.

1414 The Levites will answer and say to all the men of Is-
rael with a loud voice:

1515 “Cursed is the man who makes any graven or
molded image, an abomination to the LORD , the work
of the hands of the craftsman, and puts it in a secret
place.” And all the people shall answer and say,
“Amen.”

1616 “Cursed is he who disrespects his father or his
mother.” And all the people shall say, “Amen.”

1717 “Cursed is he who removes his neighbor’s land-
mark.” And all the people shall say, “Amen.”

1818 “Cursed is he who misleads the blind man on the
road.” And all the people shall say, “Amen.”

1919 “Cursed is he who perverts justice for the foreign-
er, orphan, and widow.” And all the people shall say,
“Amen.”

2020 “Cursed is he who lies with his father’s wife, for he
dishonors his father.” And all the people shall say,
“Amen.”

2121 “Cursed is he who lies with any kind of beast.” And
all the people shall say, “Amen.”

2222 “Cursed is he who lies with his sister, the daughter
of his father, or the daughter of his mother.” And all
the people shall say, “Amen.”

2323 “Cursed is he who lies with his mother-in-law.” And
all the people shall say, “Amen.”

2424 “Cursed is he who strikes down his neighbor se-
cretly.” And all the people shall say, “Amen.”

2525 “Cursed is he who receives pay to slay an innocent
person.” And all the people shall say, “Amen.”

2626 “Cursed is he who does not confirm all the words
of this law by doing them.” And all the people shall
say, “Amen.”

Blessings for ObedienceBlessings for Obedience

Now it will be, if you will diligently obey the
voice of the LORD your God, being careful to do

all His commandments which I am commanding you
today, then the LORD your God will set you high above
all the nations of the earth. 22 And all these blessings
will come on you and overtake you if you listen to the
voice of the LORD your God.

33 You will be blessed in the city and blessed in the
field.

44 Your offspring will be blessed, and the produce of
your ground, and the offspring of your livestock, the
increase of your herd and the flocks of your sheep.

55 Your basket and your kneading bowl will be
blessed.

66 You will be blessed when you come in and blessed
when you go out.

77 The LORD will cause your enemies who rise up
against you to be defeated before you; they will come
out against you one way and flee before you seven
ways.

88 The LORD will command the blessing on you in
your barns and in all that you set your hand to do, and
He will bless you in the land which the LORD your God
is giving you.

99 The LORD will establish you as a holy people to
Himself, just as He swore to you, if you will keep the
commandments of the LORD your God and walk in His
ways. 1010 All people of the earth shall see that you are
called by the name of the LORD , and they shall be
afraid of you. 1111 The LORD will make you overflow in
prosperity, in the offspring of your body, in the off-
spring of your livestock, and in the produce of your
ground, in the land which the LORD swore to your fa-
thers to give you.

1212 The LORD will open up to you His good treasure,
the heavens, to give the rain to your land in its season
and to bless all the work of your hand. You will lend to
many nations, but you will not borrow. 1313 The LORD
will make you the head and not the tail; you will only
be above and you will not be beneath, if you listen to
the commandments of the LORD your God, which I am
commanding you today, to observe and to do them.
1414 Also, you shall not turn aside from any of the words
which I am commanding you today, to the right hand
or to the left, to go after other gods to serve them.

WWarnings Against Disobediencearnings Against Disobedience
1515 But it will happen, if you will not listen to the voice

of the LORD your God, by being careful to do all His
commandments and His statutes which I am com-
manding you today, that all these curses will come up-
on you and overtake you.

1616 You will be cursed in the city and cursed in the
field.

1717 Your basket and your kneading bowl will be
cursed.

1818 Your offspring will be cursed along with the fruit of
your land, the produce of your herd, and the flocks of
your sheep.

1919 You will be cursed when you come in and cursed
when you go out.

2020 The LORD will send cursing, vexation, and rebuke
on you in all that you set your hand to do, until you
are destroyed and until you perish quickly because of
the wickedness of your doings, by which you have for-
saken Me. 2121 The LORD will make pestilence cling to
you until it has consumed you from the land, which
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you are going to possess. 2222 The LORD will strike you
with a wasting disease, with a fever, with an inflamma-
tion, with an extreme heat, with the sword, with blight,
and with mildew, and they shall pursue you until you
perish. 2323 The heavens which are over your head will
be bronze, and the earth that is under you will be iron.
2424 The LORD will make the rain of your land powder
and dust. It will come from heaven down on you until
you are destroyed.

2525 The LORD will cause you to be defeated before
your enemies, and you will go out one way against
them and flee seven ways before them, and will be be-
come an objectan object of terror to all the kingdoms of the
earth. 2626 Your carcass will be meat for all the fowls of
the air and beasts of the earth, and no man will fright-
en them away. 2727 The LORD will strike you with the
boils of Egypt and with tumors, eczema, and with the
itch, from which you cannot be healed. 2828 The LORD
will strike you with madness, and blindness, and bewil-
derment of heart. 2929 You will grope at noon, as the
blind man gropes in darkness, and you will not pros-
per in your ways. You will only be oppressed and con-
tinually robbed, and no man will save you.

3030 You will be engaged to a woman and another man
shall rape her. You will build a house, but you will not
dwell in it. You will plant a vineyard, but you will not
gather its grapes. 3131 Your ox will be killed before your
eyes, and you will not eat of it. Your donkey will be vio-
lently taken away from before you and will not be re-
turned to you. Your sheep will be given to your ene-
mies, and you will have no one to rescue them. 3232 Your
sons and your daughters will be given to another peo-
ple. Your eyes will look and fail with longing for them
all day long, but there will be nothing you can do. 3333 A
nation that you do not know will consume the produce
of your land and all your labors, and you will be noth-
ing but oppressed and crushed all the time. 3434 You will
go insane because of what your eyes will see. 3535 The
LORD will strike you in the knees and legs with sore
boils that cannot be healed, from the sole of your foot
to the top of your head.

3636 The LORD will bring you and your king, which you
will set over you, to a nation which neither you nor
your fathers have known, and there you will serve oth-
er gods, wood and stone. 3737 You will become a horror,
a proverb, and an object of ridicule among all nations
where the LORD shall lead you.

3838 You will carry a lot of seed out into the field but will
gather but little in, for the locust will consume it. 3939 You
will plant vineyards and dress them, but will neither
drink of the wine nor gather the grapes, for worms
will eat them. 4040 You will have olive trees throughout all
your coasts, but you will not anoint yourself with the
oil, for your olive will drop off. 4141 You will give birth to
sons and daughters, but you will not enjoy them, for
they will go into captivity. 4242 The locust will consume all
of your trees and fruit of your land.

4343 The foreigner who resides with you will get up
higher and higher, and you will go down lower and
lower. 4444 He will lend to you, but you will not lend to
him. He will be the head, but you will be the tail.

4545 Moreover, all of these curses will come on you and
will pursue you and overtake you, until you are de-
stroyed, because you did not obey the voice of the
LORD your God, by keeping His commandments and
His statutes which He commanded you. 4646 They will be
a perpetual sign and wonder in regard to you and
your descendants, 4747 because you did not serve the
LORD your God with joy and with gladness of heart,
for the abundance of all things. 4848 Therefore, you will
serve your enemies whom the LORD will send against
you, in hunger, thirst, nakedness, and need of all
things, and He will put a yoke of iron on your neck un-
til He has destroyed you.

4949 The LORD will bring a nation against you from far
away, from the end of the earth, as swift as the eagle
flies, a nation whose language you will not under-
stand, 5050 a nation with a fierce countenance, which will
not respect the old or show favor to the young. 5151 They
will eat the offspring of your livestock and the produce
of your land, until you are destroyed. They will leave
you no grain, wine, or oil, or the offspring of your herd
or the offspring of your sheep, until they have de-
stroyed you. 5252 He will lay siege on you in all your
towns until your high and fortified walls in which you
trusted come down throughout all your land, and he
will lay siege on you in all your towns throughout all
your land which the LORD your God has given you.

5353 You will eat the offspring of your own body, the
flesh of your sons and of your daughters, which the
LORD your God has given you, during the siege and
distress in which your enemies will persecute you.
5454 The man who is tender among you, and very deli-
cate, his eye shall be hostile toward his brother and to-
ward his beloved wife and toward the rest of his chil-
dren who remain, 5555 so that he will not give to any of
them any of the flesh of his children which he will eat,
because he has nothing left to him because of the
siege and the distress by which your enemies will per-
secute you in all your towns. 5656 The tender and delicate
woman among you, who would not venture to set the
sole of her foot on the ground because of herbecause of her delicate-
ness and tenderness, will be hostile toward her
beloved husband, and toward her son and her daugh-
ter, 5757 and toward her afterbirth that comes out from
between her legs, and toward her children whom she
will bear. For she will secretly eat them because of lack
during the siege and distress in which your enemy will
persecute you in your towns.

5858 If you are not careful to observe all the words of
this law that are written in this book so that you may
fear this glorious and fearful name, the LORD your
God, 5959 then the LORD will bring extraordinary plagues
on you and your descendants, even great long-lasting
plagues, and severe and long-lasting sicknesses.
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6060 Moreover, He will bring all the diseases of Egypt up-
on you, which you were afraid of, and they will cling to
you. 6161 Also every sickness and every plague which is
not written in the Book of the Law will the LORD bring
upon you until you are destroyed. 6262 You will be left
few in number, whereas you were as numerous as the
stars of heaven, because you would not obey the voice
of the LORD your God. 6363 It will be that as the LORD re-
joiced over you to do you good and to multiply you, so
the LORD will take pleasure over you to destroy you
and to bring you to nothing. You will be plucked from
off the land which you go to possess.

6464 The LORD will scatter you among all the peoples,
from the one end of the earth to the other, and there
you will serve other gods, wood and stone, which nei-
ther you nor your fathers have known. 6565 Among these
nations you will find no ease, nor will the sole of your
foot have rest. But there the LORD will give you a
trembling heart, failing of eyes, and despair of soul.
6666 Your life shall hang in doubt before you. You will be
in dread day and night and will have no assurance of
your life. 6767 In the morning you will say, “Would to God
it were evening!” And at evening you will say, “Would
to God it were morning!” because of the fear of your
heart and because of the sights your eyes will see.
6868 The LORD will bring you into Egypt again with ships,
by the way by which I spoke to you, “You will not see it
ever again.” And there you will be sold to your ene-
mies as male and female slaves, but no one will buy
you.

ReneRenewal of the Cowal of the Covenantvenant

These are the words of the covenant which the
LORD commanded Moses to make with the chil-

dren of Israel in the land of Moab, besides the
covenant which He made with them in Horeb.

22 Moses proclaimed to all Israel, and said to them:
You have seen all that the LORD did before your eyes

in the land of Egypt, to Pharaoh and all his servants
and to all his land— 33 the great temptations which
your eyes have seen, those signs and great wonders.
44 Yet to this day the LORD has not given you a heart to
know, eyes to see, and ears to hear. 55 I have led you
forty years in the wilderness. Your clothes have not
worn out on you, and your sandal has not worn out on
your foot. 66 You have not eaten bread, nor have you
drunk wine or strong drink, so that you might know
that I am the LORD your God.

77 When you came to this place, Sihon, the king of
Heshbon, and Og, the king of Bashan, came out
against us to battle, and we defeated them. 88 We took
their land and gave it as an inheritance to the Reuben-
ites, the Gadites, and to half of the tribe of Manasseh.

99 Therefore, keep the words of this covenant and do
them, so that you may prosper in all you do. 1010 Today
all of you stand before the LORD your God, the heads
of your tribes, your elders, and your officers, with all
the men of Israel, 1111 your little ones, your wives, and

your foreigners who are in your camp, from the one
who chops your wood to the one who draws your wa-
ter— 1212 so that you should enter into a covenant with
the LORD your God, and into His oath, which the LORD
your God is making with you today. 1313 Today He will es-
tablish that you are His people and that He is your
God, just as He has said to you and He has sworn to
your fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob. 1414 It is
not with you alone that I am making this covenant and
this oath, 1515 but with him who stands here with us to-
day before the LORD our God, and with him who is not
here with us today 1616 (for you know that we lived in the
land of Egypt and how we came through the nations
which you passed by, 1717 and you have seen their abom-
inations and their idols of wood and stone, of silver
and gold, which were among them); 1818 lest there be
among you a man or woman or family or tribe whose
heart turns away today from the LORD our God to go
and serve the gods of these nations, and lest there be
among you a root bearing poisonous and bitter fruit;
1919 and it happens that, when he hears the words of this
covenant, he blesses himself in his heart, saying, “I
shall have peace, even though I walk in the stubborn-
ness of my heart,” thus destroying the watered ground
with the dry. 2020 The LORD will not spare him; rather the
anger of the LORD and His jealousy will smolder
against that man. All the curses that are written in this
book will rest on him, and the LORD will blot out his
name from under heaven. 2121 The LORD will single him
out for disaster out of all the tribes of Israel, according
to all the curses of the covenant that are written in this
Book of the Law.

2222 The generation to come, your children who will
rise up after you and the foreigner who will come from
a far land, when they see the plagues of that land, and
the sicknesses which the LORD has laid on it, will say,
2323 “The whole land is brimstone and salt, a burning
waste, unsown and unproductive, and no grass grows
there, like the overthrow of Sodom and Gomorrah,
Admah and Zeboyim, which the LORD overthrew in His
anger and wrath.” 2424 All nations will say, “Why has the
LORD done such to this land? What does the heated-
ness of this great anger mean?”

2525 Then men will say, “Because they have forsaken
the covenant of the LORD God of their fathers, which
He made with them when He brought them out of the
land of Egypt. 2626 For they went and served other gods,
and worshipped them, gods which they did not know
and which He had not given to them. 2727 The anger of
the LORD burned against this land, bringing on it all
the curses that are written in this book. 2828 The LORD
rooted them out of their land in anger and in wrath
and in great indignation, and threw them into another
land, as it is today.”

2929 The secret things belong to the LORD our God, but
those things which are revealed belong to us and to
our children forever, so that we may keep all the
words of this law.
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The PrThe Promise of Restoromise of Restorationation

When all these things happen to you, the bless-
ing and the curse, which I have set before you,

and you remember them among all the nations,
where the LORD your God has driven you, 22 then you
must return to the LORD your God and obey His voice
according to all that I am commanding you today, you
and your children, with all your heart, and with all your
soul. 33 Then the LORD your God will overturn your cap-
tivity and have compassion on you and will return and
gather you from all the nations, where the LORD your
God has scattered you. 44 If any of you are driven out to
the outmost parts of heaven, from there will the LORD
your God gather you, and from there He will get you.
55 The LORD your God will bring you to the land which
your fathers possessed, and you shall possess it. He
will prosper you and multiply you more than your fa-
thers. 66 The LORD your God will circumcise your heart
and the heart of your descendants to love the LORD
your God with all your heart and with all your soul, so
that you may live. 77 The LORD your God will put all
these curses on your enemies, on them who hate you,
who persecuted you. 88 You will return and obey the
voice of the LORD , and obey all His commandments
which I am commanding you today. 99 The LORD your
God will make you prosper in every work of your hand,
in the offspring of your body, and in the offspring of
your livestock, and in the produce of your land, for
good. For the LORD will once again rejoice over you
for good, just as He rejoiced over your fathers, 1010 if you
obey the voice of the LORD your God, by keeping His
commandments and His statutes which are written in
this Book of the Law, and if you return to the LORD
your God with all your heart and with all your soul.

The Choice of Life or DeathThe Choice of Life or Death
1111 This commandment which I am commanding you

today is not hidden from you, nor is it far off. 1212 It is
not in heaven, that you should say, “Who will go up for
us to heaven and bring it to us, so that we may hear it
and do it?” 1313 It is not beyond the sea, so that you
should say, “Who shall go over the sea for us and
bring it to us, so that we may hear it and do it?” 1414 But
the word is very near to you, in your mouth, and in
your heart, so that you may do it.

1515 See, today I have set before you life and prosperi-
ty, and death and disaster. 1616 What I am commanding
you today is to love the LORD your God, to walk in His
ways, and to keep His commandments and His
statutes and His judgments, so that you may live and
multiply. Then the LORD your God will bless you in the
land which you go to possess.

1717 But if your heart turns away, so that you do not
obey, but are drawn away, and worship other gods
and serve them, 1818 then I declare to you today that you
will surely perish and that you will not prolong your

days in the land which you are crossing the Jordan to
go in and possess.

1919 I call heaven and earth to witnesses against you
this day, that I have set before you life and death,
blessing and curse. Therefore choose life, that both
you and your descendants may live; 2020 that you may
love the LORD your God, that you may obey His voice,
and that you may cling to Him, for He is your life and
the length of your days; and that you may dwell in the
land that the LORD swore to your fathers, to Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob, to give them.

Joshua to Succeed MosesJoshua to Succeed Moses

Then Moses went and spoke these words to all
Israel. 22 He said to them, “I am a hundred and

twenty years old today. I can no longer come and go.
Also, the LORD has said to me, ‘You may not cross over
the Jordan.’ 33 The LORD your God will cross over before
you. He will destroy these nations before you, you will
possess them, and Joshua will cross over before you,
just as the LORD has said. 44 The LORD will do to them
as He did to Sihon and to Og, the kings of the Amor-
ites, and to their land, which He destroyed. 55 The LORD
will give them up before you, so that you may do to
them according to all the commandments which I
have commanded you. 66 Be strong and of a good
courage. Fear not, nor be afraid of them, for the LORD
your God, it is He who goes with you. He will not fail
you, nor forsake you.”

77 Moses called to Joshua, and said to him in the sight
of all Israel, “Be strong and of good courage, for you
must go with this people to the land which the LORD
has sworn to their fathers to give them, and you will
enable them to inherit it. 88 The LORD , He goes before
you. He will be with you. He will not fail you nor for-
sake you. Do not fear, nor be dismayed.”

99 Moses wrote this law and delivered it to the priests,
the sons of Levi who bore the ark of the covenant of
the LORD , and to all the elders of Israel. 1010 Moses
commanded them, saying, “At the end of every seven
years, at the time of the year of the cancellation of
debts, at the Feast of Tabernacles, 1111 when all Israel
has come to appear before the LORD your God in the
place which He will choose, you must read this law be-
fore all Israel in their hearing. 1212 Gather the people to-
gether, men, women, children, and your foreigner
who is within your towns, so that they may hear and
learn and fear the LORD your God, and observe to do
all the words of this law. 1313 Their children, who have
not known itit , may hear and learn to fear the LORD
your God, as long as you live in the land which you
cross the Jordan to possess.”

PrPrediction of Isrediction of Israel’ael’s Rebellions Rebellion
1414 The LORD said to Moses, “Indeed, your days draw

near when you must die. Call Joshua, and present
yourselves in the tent of meeting, so that I may com-
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mission him.” So Moses and Joshua went, and present-
ed themselves in the tent of meeting.

1515 The LORD appeared in the tent in a pillar of cloud,
and the pillar of cloud stood over the door of the tent.
1616 The LORD said to Moses, “You are about to lie down
with your fathers, and this people will rise up and be-
gin to prostitute themselves after the gods of the for-
eigners of the land, where they are going to be among
them, and will forsake Me and break My covenant
which I have made with them. 1717 Then My anger will
burn against them on that day, and I will forsake
them, and I will hide My face from them, and they will
be devoured, and many disasters and troubles will be-
fall them, so that they will say in that day, ‘Have not
these disasters come upon us because our God is not
among us?’ 1818 And I will surely hide My face in that day
for all the evil things which they shall have done, in
that they turned to other gods.

1919 “Now therefore write yourself this song and teach
it to the children of Israel. Put it on their mouths, so
that this song may be a witness for Me against the
children of Israel. 2020 For when I have brought them in-
to the land which I swore to their fathers, flowing with
milk and honey, and they have eaten, and filled them-
selves, and become fat, then they will turn to other
gods, and serve them, and provoke Me, and break My
covenant. 2121 Then when many disasters and troubles
have fallen on them, this song will testify against them
as a witness, for it must not be forgotten from the
mouths of their descendants. For I know their inten-
tion which they are developing even now, before I
have brought them into the land which I promised.”
2222 Therefore, Moses wrote this song the same day, and
taught it to the children of Israel.

2323 He gave Joshua, the son of Nun, an exhortation,
and said, “Be strong and of a good courage, for you
will bring the children of Israel into the land which I
swore to them, and I will be with you.”

2424 When Moses had finished writing the words of this
law in a book, until they were completed, 2525 then
Moses commanded the Levites, who bore the ark of
the covenant of the LORD , saying, 2626 “Take this Book of
the Law, and put it inside the ark of the covenant of
the LORD your God, so that it may be there for a wit-
ness against you. 2727 For I know your rebellion and your
stiff neck. Even now, while I am yet alive with you to-
day, you have been rebellious against the LORD . How
much more after my death? 2828 Gather to me all the el-
ders of your tribes, and your officers, so that I may
speak these words in their hearing and call heaven
and earth to witness against them. 2929 For I know that
after my death you will utterly corrupt yourselves and
turn aside from the way which I have commanded
you, and disaster will befall you in the latter days, be-
cause you will do evil in the sight of the LORD , to pro-
voke Him to anger through the work of your hands.”

The Song of MosesThe Song of Moses
3030 Moses spoke the words of this song until they

were finished, in the hearing of all the assembly of Is-
rael:

Give ear, O heavens, and I will speak;
hear, O earth, the words of my mouth.

22 My teaching will drop like the rain,
my sayings will distill as the dew,

as the droplets on the grass,
and as the showers on the herb.

33 For I will proclaim the name of the LORD :
Ascribe greatness to our God!

44 He is the Rock; His work is perfect;
for all His ways are just.

He is a God of faithfulness and without injustice;
righteous and upright is He.

55 They have acted corruptly to Him;
they are not His children, but blemished;
they are a perverse and crooked generation.

66 Is this how you repay the LORD ,
you foolish and unwise people?

Is He not your father, who has bought you?
Has He not made you, and established you?

77 Remember the days of old,
consider the years of previous generations.

Ask your father, and he will show you;
your elders, and they will tell you:

88 When the Most High gave the nations their inheri-
tance,

when He separated the sons of man, ††

He set the boundaries of the peoples
according to the number of the children of Israel.

99 For the LORD ’s portion is His people;
Jacob is the allotment of His inheritance.

1010 He found him in a desert land
and in the howling waste of a wilderness;

He led him about, He instructed him,
He protected him like the pupil of His eye.

1111 Like an eagle stirs up her nest,
that flutters over her young,

He spread out his wings and took him;
He lifted him on His pinions;

1212 the LORD alone guided him,
and there was no foreign god with him.

1313 He made him ride on the high places of the earth,
and he ate of the produce of the fields;

He made him suck honey out of the rock
and oil out of the flinty rock,

1414 butter from the herd,
and milk from the flock,
along with the fat of lambs,

and rams of the breed from Bashan,
and goats,
with the best of the kernels of wheat;

you drank the pure blood of the grape.
1515 But Jeshurun grew fat and kicked;

† Or a Adam.
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you grew fat, you grew thick;
you are covered with fat.

Then he forsook God who made him,
and devalued the Rock of his salvation.

1616 They made Him jealous with strange gods;
with abominations they provoked Him to anger.

1717 They sacrificed to demons, not to God,
to gods whom they knew not,
to new gods that recently came along,
whom your fathers did not fear.

1818 You have forgotten the Rock who begot you;
you are unmindful, and have forgotten the God who

gave you birth.
1919 When the LORD saw it, He despised them,
because of the provocation of His sons and daugh-

ters.
2020 He said: I will hide My face from them;
I will see what their end will be,

for they are a very perverse generation,
children in whom there is no loyalty.

2121 They have made Me jealous with that which is not
God;

they have provoked Me to anger with their empty
things.
And I will make them jealous of those who are not a

people;
I will provoke them to anger with a foolish nation.

2222 For a fire has been inflamed by My anger,
and it will burn to the lowest part of Sheol, ††

and shall consume the earth and its produce,
and ignite the foundations of the mountains.

2323 I will heap misfortunes on them;
I will use My arrows on them.

2424 They will be starved by famine,
and consumed by plague and bitter destruction;

I will also send the teeth of beasts upon them,
with the poison of crawling creatures in the dust.

2525 The sword outside and terror within will destroy
both the young man and the virgin,

the infant along with the man of gray hair.
2626 I said, “I want to cut them into pieces,
I will cause the memory of them to disappear from

among men,”
2727 however, I feared the wrath of the enemy,
that their adversaries would misunderstand

and say, “Our hand is victorious,
and the LORD has not done all this.”

2828 For they are a nation devoid of counsel;
there is no understanding in them.

2929 Would that they were wise,
so that they understood this,
so that they would comprehend their future!

3030 How should one chase a thousand,
and two put ten thousand to flight,

unless their Rock had sold them,
and the LORD had given them up?

3131 For their rock is not as our Rock;
† Or a the lowest depths of the earthor underworld.underworld.

even our enemies themselves concede this.
3232 For their vine is from the vine of Sodom
and from the fields of Gomorrah;

their grapes are grapes of poison;
their clusters are bitter.

3333 Their wine is the poison of dragons
and the deadly venom of cobras.

3434 Is not this laid up in store with Me
and sealed up among My treasures?

3535 Vengeance is Mine, and recompense;
their foot will slip in due time;

for the day of their calamity is at hand,
and the things to come hasten upon them.

3636 For the LORD will judge His people,
and relent in regard to His servants,

when He sees that their power is gone
and there is no one left, whether restrained or free.

3737 He will say: Where are their gods,
their rock in whom they trusted,

3838 which ate the fat of their sacrifices
and drank the wine of their drink offerings?

Let them rise up and help you
and be your protection.

3939 See now that I, even I, am He,
and there is no god besides Me;

I kill, and I make alive;
I wound, and I heal;
there is no one who can deliver out of My hand.

4040 For I lift up My hand to heaven,
and say: As I live forever,

4141 if I sharpen My flashing sword
and My hand takes hold on judgment,

I will render vengeance on My enemies
and will repay those who hate Me.

4242 I will make My arrows drunk with blood,
and My sword shall devour flesh,

with the blood of the slain and of the captives,
from the heads of the leaders of the enemies.

4343 Rejoice, O you nations, with His people;
for He will avenge the blood of His servants

and will render vengeance on His adversaries
and will be merciful to His land and people.

4444 Moses came and spoke all the words of this song
in the hearing of the people, he, with Joshua, the son
of Nun. 4545 When Moses finished speaking all these
words to all Israel, 4646 he said to them, “Set your hearts
on all the words which I testify among you today,
which you shall command your children to be careful
to observe, all the words of this law. 4747 For it is no idle
word for you, because it is your life, and by this word
you will prolong your days in the land which you cross
over the Jordan to possess.”

Moses to Die on Mount NeboMoses to Die on Mount Nebo
4848 The LORD spoke to Moses that same day, saying,

4949 “Go up to this mountain of the Abarim, to Mount
Nebo, which is in the land of Moab opposite Jericho,
and look at the land of Canaan, which I am giving to
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the children of Israel for a possession. 5050 Die on the
mount where you go up, and be gathered to your peo-
ple, just as Aaron, your brother, died on Mount Hor
and was gathered to his people, 5151 because you tres-
passed against Me among the children of Israel at the
waters of Meribah Kadesh, in the Wilderness of Zin,
because you did not treat Me as holy in the midst of
the children of Israel. 5252 Nevertheless, you will see the
land before you, but you may not go there, to the land
which I am giving to the children of Israel.”

Moses Blesses IsrMoses Blesses Israelael
Ge 49:1–28

Now this is the blessing with which Moses, the
man of God, blessed the children of Israel be-

fore his death. 22 He said:
The LORD came from Sinai and rose up from Seir to

them;
He shone forth from Mount Paran,

and He came with ten thousands of holy ones;
from His right hand went a fiery law †† for them.

33 Surely, He loved the people;
all His holy ones are in Your hand,

and they sit down at Your feet;
everyone receives Your words.

44 Moses decreed to us a law,
the inheritance of the assembly of Jacob.

55 He was king over Jeshurun,
when the heads of the people and the tribes of Is-

rael were gathered together.
66 Let Reuben live, and not die,
and let not his men be few.

77 This is the blessing to Judah. He said:
Listen, O LORD , to the voice of Judah,
and bring him to his people;

may his hands contend for them,
and may You help him against his enemies.

88 Of Levi he said:
Let Your Thummim and Your Urim be with Your godly

one,
whom You tested at Massah,
and with whom You contended at the waters of

Meribah,
99 who said to his father and to his mother,
“I have not seen him,”

and he did not acknowledge his brothers
or know his own children,

for they have kept Your word
and guarded Your covenant.

1010 They will teach Jacob Your judgments
and Israel Your law.

They will put incense before You
and the whole burnt offerings on your altar.

1111 Bless, O LORD , his substance,
and accept the work of his hands;

run through the loins of them that rise against him
and of them that hate him,
† Or a flashing lightning.

so that they rise never again.
1212 Of Benjamin he said:

The beloved of the LORD
will dwell in safety by Him,

and the LORD will protect him all day long;
he will dwell between His shoulders.

1313 Of Joseph he said:
May his land be blessed of the LORD ,
from the harvest of the heavens,
by the dew,
and by the deep crouching beneath,

1414 by the precious fruits brought forth by the sun,
and by the choice things put forth by the moon,

1515 by the finest things of the ancient mountains,
and by the choice things of the everlasting hills,

1616 by the best things of the earth and its fullness,
and by the goodwill of Him who dwelt in the bush.

May the blessing rest on the head of Joseph,
on top of the head of him who was separated from

his brothers.
1717 His glory is like the firstborn of his bull,
and his horns are like the horns of a wild ox;

with them he will push the peoples together to the
ends of the earth;
they are the ten thousands of Ephraim,
and they are the thousands of Manasseh.

1818 Of Zebulun he said:
Rejoice, Zebulun, in your going outside,
and Issachar in your tents.

1919 They will call the peoples to the mountain;
there they will offer sacrifices of righteousness,

for they will draw out the abundance of the seas
and the treasures hid in the sand.

2020 Of Gad he said:
Blessed be he who enlarges Gad;
he dwells as a lion
and tears an arm and the crown of a head.

2121 He provided the first part for himself,
because there, in a portion of the ruler, he was seat-

ed.
He came with the heads of the people.
He executed the justice of the LORD ,
and His ordinances with Israel.

2222 Of Dan he said:
Dan is a lion’s whelp;
he will leap forth from Bashan.

2323 Of Naphtali he said:
O Naphtali, satisfied with favor
and full with the blessing of the LORD ,
possess the west and the south.

2424 Of Asher he said:
May Asher be blessed with children;
may he be acceptable to his brothers,
and may he dip his foot in oil. ††††

2525 Your sandals will be iron and brass;
according to your days, so shall be your strength.

2626 There is none like the God of Jeshurun,
†† A metaphor depicting prosperity.
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who rides through the heavens to help you,
and in His majesty through the skies.

2727 The eternal God is your refuge,
and underneath you are the everlasting arms;

He will drive out the enemy before you,
and will say, “Destroy them.”

2828 Israel dwells in safety;
the fountain of Jacob will be secluded

in a land of grain and new wine;
its heavens will rain down dew.

2929 Blessed are you, O Israel!
Who is like you,
a people saved by the LORD ,

the shield of your help,
who is the sword of your majesty!

Your enemies will cringe before you,
and you will tread upon their high places.

The Death of MosesThe Death of Moses

Moses went up from the plains of Moab to
Mount Nebo, to the top of Pisgah, which is op-

posite Jericho. Then the LORD showed him all the
land—from Gilead to Dan, 22 and all Naphtali and the
land of Ephraim and Manasseh, and all the land of Ju-
dah, to the MediterrMediterraneananean Sea, 33 and the Negev and
the plain of the valley of Jericho, the city of palm trees,

as far as Zoar. 44 The LORD said to him, “This is the land
which I swore to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, say-
ing, ‘I will give it to your descendants.’ I have caused
you to see it with your eyes, but you will not cross over
there.”

55 So Moses, the servant of the LORD , died there in
the land of Moab, according to the word of the LORD .
66 He buried him in a valley in the land of Moab, oppo-
site Beth Peor, but no man knows of his burial place to
this day. 77 Moses was a hundred and twenty years old
when he died. His eye was not dim, nor was his vitality
diminished. 88 The children of Israel wept for Moses in
the plains of Moab thirty days. Then the days of weep-
ing and mourning for Moses were ended.

99 Now Joshua, the son of Nun, was full of the spirit of
wisdom, for Moses had laid his hands on him. And the
children of Israel listened to him and did as the LORD
commanded Moses.

1010 Since then there has not arisen a prophet in Israel
like Moses, whom the LORD knew face to face, 1111 in all
the signs and wonders which the LORD sent him to do
in the land of Egypt, to Pharaoh, to all his servants,
and to all his land, 1212 and by all that mighty power and
by all the great terror which Moses displayed in the
sight of all Israel.
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JOSHUJOSHUAA
This book was likely written between 1400 and 1370 BC. According to Jewish tradition, Joshua is the attributed
author. Evidence suggests that the tribes had been in the land for some time when the book was given its final
form. The theme of Joshua is the conquering and division of Canaan. The story opens in Shittim, just north of
the Dead Sea and east of the Jordan River, as people prepare to take possession of the Promised Land. Miracles
and bloody battles, including the battle of Jericho, are recounted as Joshua leads the people in military cam-
paigns to possess the land God has promised them. This book clearly shows how a leader’s obedience to God
results in divine help in the face of overwhelming odds.

TheThe LLORDORD Commissions JoshuaCommissions Joshua

Now after the death of Moses the servant of the
LORD , the LORD spoke to Joshua son of Nun, the

assistant of Moses: 22 “Moses My servant is dead, so
now get up and cross over the Jordan—you and all this
people—to the land that I am giving to the children of
Israel. 33 I have given you every place that the sole of
your foot shall tread, as I said to Moses. 44 From the
wilderness and this Lebanon, as far as the great river,
the River Euphrates, all the land of the Hittites, and to
the Mediterranean Sea toward the setting of the sun
will be your territory. 55 No man will be able to stand
against you all the days of your life. As I was with
Moses, I will be with you. I will not abandon you. I will
not leave you.

66 “Be strong and courageous, for you shall provide
the land that I swore to their fathers to give them as
an inheritance for this people. 77 Be strong and very
courageous, in order to act carefully in accordance
with all the law that My servant Moses commanded
you. Do not turn aside from it to the right or the left,
so that you may succeed wherever you go. 88 This Book
of the Law must not depart from your mouth. Medi-
tate on it day and night so that you may act carefully
according to all that is written in it. For then you will
make your way successful, and you will be wise. 99 Have
not I commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do
not be afraid or dismayed, for the LORD your God is
with you wherever you go.”

Joshua TJoshua Takes Commandakes Command
1010 Then Joshua commanded the officers of the peo-

ple, 1111 “Pass through the midst of the camp and com-
mand the people, ‘Prepare food, for in three days you
will cross the Jordan to go to take possession of the
land that the LORD your God is giving you to possess.’”

1212 To the Reubenites, the Gadites, and to the half-
tribe of Manasseh, Joshua said, 1313 “Remember the
word that Moses the servant of the LORD commanded
you: ‘The LORD your God has given you a place for rest

and will give this land.’ 1414 Your wives, your children,
and your livestock may live in the land that Moses
gave you on the east side of the Jordan. But you must
cross over with your brothers fully armed, your mighty
men of valor, and help them, 1515 until the LORD has giv-
en your brothers rest, as He has given you, and they
also have possessed the land that the LORD your God
is giving to them. Then you may return to your own
land and possess what Moses the servant of the LORD
gave you on the easton the east side of the Jordan where the sun
rises.”

1616 They answered Joshua, “All that you command us
we will do, and wherever you send us we will go. 1717 Just
as we obeyed Moses in all things, we will obey you.
May the LORD your God be with you, as He was with
Moses! 1818 Whoever rebels against your command and
disobeys your words, in all that you command him,
shall be put to death. Only be strong and courageous.”

Rahab and the SpiesRahab and the Spies

Then Joshua son of Nun sent two men out from
Shittim to spy, saying, “Go see the land, especially

Jericho.” So they went, and they came to the house of
a prostitute named Rahab. They spent the night there.

22 The king of Jericho was told, “Israelite men came
here tonight to spy out the land.” 33 So the king of Jeri-
cho sent orders to Rahab, “Bring out the men who
came to you, who have entered your house, for they
came to spy out the whole land.”

44 Now the woman had taken the two men and had
hidden them. She said, “Yes, the men came to me, but
I did not know where they were from. 55 The men went
out when it was time to shut the gate at dark. I do not
know where the men went. Chase after them quickly,
for you can overtake them.” 66 Yet she had brought
them up to the roof. She hid them in the stalks of flax
that she had spread out on the roof. 77 So the men
chased after them on the road to the Jordan as far as
the fords. They shut the gate as soon as the pursuers
went out after them.
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88 Before the spies went to sleep, Rahab went up to
them on the roof. 99 She said to the men, “I know that
the LORD has given you the land, for dread from you
has fallen upon us, and all the inhabitants of the land
melt in terrin terroror before you. 1010 For we heard how the
LORD dried up the waters of the Red Sea before you
when you came out of Egypt, and what you did to Si-
hon and Og, the two kings of the Amorites who were
on the other side of the Jordan, whom you completely
destroyed. 1111 Our hearts melted when we heard thesethese
thingsthings , and no man had any breath in him because of
you, for the LORD your God is God in heaven above
and on earth below. 1212 “So now, since I have acted
faithfully toward you, please swear to me by the LORD
that you will also act faithfully toward my father’s
house. Please give me a firm pledge 1313 that you will
spare my father, my mother, my brothers, my sisters,
and all whom they own, and that you will deliver our
lives from death.”

1414 The men said to her, “Our lives for yours; if you do
not report us, then when the LORD gives us the land,
we will act faithfully and kindly with you.”

1515 Then Rahab lowered them by a rope through the
window, for her home was set into the wall where she
lived. 1616 She said to them, “Go to the hill country so
that the pursuers do not find you. Hide there three
days until the pursuers return. After that, you can go
on your way.”

1717 The men said to her, “We will be free from this
oath that you have made us swear, 1818 unless, when we
come into the land, you tie this red cord to the window
through which you let us down. You must bring your
father, your mother, your brothers, and all who belong
to your father’s household into your home. 1919 Anyone
who comes out of the doors of your house into the
street is responsible for his own blood, and we will be
innocent. Yet for anyone who stays with you inside the
house, we are responsible for his blood if someone
should lay a hand on him. 2020 But if you tell about this
business of ours, then we will be released from the
oath that you have made us swear.”

2121 She said, “Let it be so, according to your words.”
Then she sent them off, and they departed. Then she
tied the red cord in the window.

2222 They went and came to the hill country. They
stayed there three days, until the pursuers returned.
The pursuers had sought them all along the way but
had not found them. 2323 So the two men returned. They
descended from the hill country. They crossed the riv-
er, came to Joshua son of Nun, and told him all that
they had discovered. 2424 They said to Joshua, “The LORD
has surely given the whole land into our hands! In-
deed, all the inhabitants of the land melt in terrin terroror be-
fore us.”

IsrIsrael Crael Crossing the Jorossing the Jordandan

In the morning Joshua got up early; then he and
all the children of Israel set out from Shittim and

came to the Jordan. They stayed there before crossing
over. 22 After three days the officers went through the
camp. 33 They commanded the people, “When you see
the ark of the covenant of the LORD your God and the
Levite priests carrying it, then you shall set out from
where you are and go behind it. 44 There must be a dis-
tance of two thousand cubits †† between you and it. Do
not draw closer to it, in order that you may know the
way you should go. For you have not passed this way
before.”

55 Joshua said to the people, “Consecrate yourselves,
for tomorrow the LORD will perform wondrous deeds
among you.”

66 Joshua said to the priests, “Pick up the ark of the
covenant, and proceed ahead of the people.” So they
picked up the ark of the covenant and went in front of
the people.

77 The LORD said to Joshua, “Today I will begin to hon-
or you in the sight of all Israel, so that they may know
that just as I was with Moses, so I will be with you.
88 You shall command the priests who carry the ark of
the covenant, ‘When you come to the bank of the Jor-
dan, stand still in the river.’”

99 So Joshua said to the children of Israel, “Draw near
and hear the words of the LORD your God.” 1010 And
Joshua said, “By this you will know that the living God
is among you, and that He will thoroughly drive out
the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Hivites, the Perizzites,
the Girgashites, the Amorites, and the Jebusites from
before you. 1111 See, the ark of the covenant of the LORD
of all the earth is passing before you into the Jordan.
1212 Now select twelve men from the tribes of Israel, one
man per tribe. 1313 When the soles of the feet of the
priests who bear the ark of the LORD , the Lord of all
the earth, touch the water of the Jordan, the water of
the Jordan that flows from upstream will be cut off and
pile up.”

1414 When the people set out from their tents to cross
over the Jordan, the priests were carrying the ark of
the covenant before the people. 1515 When the carriers
of the ark came to the Jordan, the feet of the priests
carrying the ark dipped into the edge of the water.
(Now the Jordan overflows its banks all the days of the
harvest.) 1616 Then the water that flows down from up-
stream stood still and rose up in a heap very far away
at Adam, the city beside Zarethan. The water that
flows down toward the Sea of Arabah (the Dead Sea)
stopped and was cut off. The people crossed over op-
posite Jericho. 1717 The priests carrying the ark of the
covenant of the LORD stood firmly on dry ground in
the middle of the Jordan, and all Israel crossed over on
dry ground until the entire people completed crossing
over the Jordan.

TTwelve Memorial Stoneswelve Memorial Stones

When the entire people had completed crossing
over the Jordan, the LORD said to Joshua, 22 “Take

† About 3,000 feet, or 900 meters.
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twelve men from among the people, one man per
tribe. 33 Command them: ‘Pick up twelve stones from
the middle of the Jordan, from the place where the
feet of the priests are standing; bring them over with
you, and set them in the place you will camp tonight.’”

44 So Joshua summoned the twelve men he had ap-
pointed from among the children of Israel, one man
per tribe. 55 Then Joshua said to them, “Cross over be-
fore the ark of the LORD your God into the middle of
the Jordan. Each of you lift up a stone upon your
shoulder, one for each of the tribes of the children of
Israel, 66 so that this will be a sign among you. When
your children ask, ‘What do these stones mean to
you?’ 77 you will answer them that the waters of the Jor-
dan were cut off before the ark of the covenant of the
LORD . When it crossed the Jordan, the waters of the
Jordan were cut off. These stones will be a memorial
for the children of Israel continually.”

88 Then the children of Israel did as Joshua command-
ed and picked up twelve stones from the middle of the
Jordan, one for each of the tribes of the children of Is-
rael, as the LORD had spoken to Joshua. They crossed
over with them to the settlement and set them there.
99 Joshua also set twelve stones in the middle of the Jor-
dan at the place where the feet of the priests who car-
ried the ark of the covenant were standing. The stones
are there to this day.

1010 The priests who were carrying the ark stood in the
middle of the Jordan until everything was completed
that the LORD had commanded Joshua to say to the
people, according to all that Moses had commanded
Joshua. The people quickly crossed over. 1111 When all
the people had finished crossing over, the ark of the
LORD and the priests crossed over in the presence of
the people. 1212 The Reubenites, the Gadites, and the
half-tribe of Manasseh crossed over in battle forma-
tion in front of the children of Israel, according to what
Moses had said to them. 1313 About forty thousand bat-
tle-ready men crossed over before the LORD for battle
on the plains of Jericho.

1414 On that day, the LORD honored Joshua in the sight
of all Israel. They feared him as they had feared
Moses, all the days of his life.

1515 The LORD spoke to Joshua, 1616 “Command the
priests carrying the ark of the testimony: ‘Come up out
of the Jordan!’”

1717 So Joshua commanded the priests, “Come up out
of the Jordan!”

1818 Then when the priests who were carrying the ark
of the covenant of the LORD came up from the middle
of the Jordan and the soles of the priests’ feet touched
the dry ground, the waters of the Jordan returned to
their place and overflowed all its banks as before.

1919 Now the people came up from the Jordan on the
tenth day of the first month, and they camped at Gil-
gal, on the eastern border of Jericho. 2020 Joshua set up
in Gilgal those twelve stones that they took from the
Jordan. 2121 He said to the children of Israel, “When your

children someday ask their parents, ‘What do these
stones mean?’ 2222 then you shall explain to your chil-
dren, ‘Israel crossed over the Jordan here on dry
ground!’ 2323 For the LORD your God dried up the waters
of the Jordan before you until you crossed over, as the
LORD your God did to the Red Sea when He dried it up
before us until we crossed over, 2424 so that all the peo-
ples of the earth might know the hand of the LORD ,
that it is mighty, and you would fear the LORD your
God always.”

When all the kings of the Amorites west of the
Jordan and of the Canaanites by the sea to theto the

easteast heard that the LORD had dried up the waters of
the Jordan before the children of Israel while they
crossed over, their hearts melted, and there was no
longer any breath in them because of the children of
Israel.

CirCircumcision and Passocumcision and Passover at Gilgalver at Gilgal
22 At that time the LORD said to Joshua, “Make flint

knives and circumcise the children of Israel a second
time.” 33 So Joshua made flint knives and circumcised
the children of Israel at the Hill of the Foreskins called
Gibeath Haaraloth.

44 Now this is the reason why Joshua circumcised
them: All the males who came out of Egypt who were
men of fighting age had died in the wilderness along
the way after leaving Egypt. 55 All of the people who
had come out were circumcised, but all the people
born in the wilderness along the way after leaving
Egypt were not circumcised. 66 The children of Israel
had traveled forty years in the wilderness until all the
people, the men of fighting age who came out of
Egypt, died, because they did not obey the LORD . The
LORD had sworn not to let them see the land that He
had sworn to their fathers to give to us, a land flowing
with milk and honey. 77 Yet He raised up their descen-
dants in their place. These men Joshua circumcised,
for they were uncircumcised. They had not been cir-
cumcised along the way. 88 So when the entire people
was completely circumcised, they stayed where they
were in the camp until they healed.

99 The LORD said to Joshua, “Today I have rolled away
the disgrace of Egypt from upon you.” So the name of
that place is called Gilgal even to this day.

1010 The children of Israel camped in Gilgal and kept
the Passover on the fourteenth day of the month in
the evening on the plains of Jericho. 1111 The day after
the Passover, they ate of the produce of the land, un-
leavened bread, and roasted grain. 1212 The manna
stopped the day after they ate from the produce of the
land, and the children of Israel no longer had manna.
That year they ate what the land of Canaan yielded.

The Fall of JerichoThe Fall of Jericho
1313 Now when Joshua was by Jericho, he looked up

and saw a man standing in front of him. In His hand

JOSHUA 4:3 162 JOSHUA 5:13



66

77

was His drawn sword. Joshua went to Him and said,
“Are You for us or for our enemies?”

1414 He said, “Neither, for I am the commander of the
army of the LORD . Now I have come.” Then Joshua fell
with his face to the ground and worshipped. Then he
said, “What does my Lord wish to say to His servant?”

1515 The commander of the army of the LORD said to
Joshua, “Remove your sandals from your feet, for the
place where you are standing is holy.” So Joshua did
this.

Now Jericho was tightly secured before the chil-
dren of Israel. There was no one leaving or enter-

ing.
22 The LORD said to Joshua, “See, I have given Jericho,

its king, and mighty men of valor into your hand. 33 All
the men of fighting age shall march around the city.
Circle the city once. Do this for six days. 44 Seven priests
shall carry seven ram’s horn trumpets before the ark.
On the seventh day, march around the city seven
times, with the priests blowing the trumpets. 55 When
they blow a long blast on the ram’s horn and when
you hear the trumpet sound, all the people shall shout
a loud battle cry. The walls of the city will fall down,
and the people will go up, every man straight ahead.”

66 So Joshua son of Nun summoned the priests and
said to them, “Take up the ark of the covenant. Seven
priests bearing seven ram’s horn trumpets shall be in
front of the ark of the LORD .” 77 He said to the people,
“Advance and march around the city. Let the armed
men pass on before the ark of the LORD .”

88 So when Joshua had spoken to the people, the sev-
en priests bearing seven ram’s horn trumpets before
the LORD advanced and blew their trumpets. The ark
of the covenant of the LORD went after them. 99 The
armed men went before the priests blowing the trum-
pets, and the rear guard went after the ark while the
trumpets were blowing. 1010 Now Joshua had command-
ed the people, “Do not shout a battle cry, and do not
let your voices be heard. Do not let a word come out
of your mouths until the time I say to you, ‘Shout the
battle cry!’ Then shout.” 1111 So he had the ark of the
LORD circle the city once. Then they came into the
camp and spent the night there.

1212 Then Joshua got up early in the morning, and the
priests picked up the ark of the LORD . 1313 Seven priests
bearing seven ram’s horn trumpets before the ark of
the LORD moved on, blowing their trumpets continu-
ally. The armed men went before them, and the rear
guard went after the ark of the LORD while the trum-
pets were blowing. 1414 The second day they circled the
city once, and they returned to the camp. They did this
for six days.

1515 Then on the seventh day they got up early as dawn
was breaking and circled the city in this way seven
times. Only on that day did they circle the city seven
times. 1616 On the seventh time, the priests blew the
trumpets and Joshua said to the people, “Shout the
battle cry, for the LORD has given you the city! 1717 The

city and all that is in it are dedicated to the LORD for
destruction. Only Rahab the prostitute may live, she,
and all who are with her in her house, for she hid the
messengers we sent. 1818 As for you, keep yourselves
from that which is dedicated for destruction, lest you
be destroyed. If you take from that which is dedicated
for destruction, you will set the Israelite camp for de-
struction and bring trouble upon it. 1919 All the silver,
gold, and bronze and iron articles are set apart for the
LORD . They will go into the treasury of the LORD .”

2020 So the people shouted, and they blew the trum-
pets. When the people heard the trumpet sound, they
shouted a loud battle cry, and the wall fell down. So
the people went up into the city, one man after the
other, and they captured it. 2121 They destroyed all that
was in the city: man and woman, young and old, and
oxen, sheep, and donkey with the edge of the sword.

2222 Yet to the two men who had spied out the land,
Joshua said, “Enter the prostitute’s house, and bring
out the woman and everyone who belongs to her, as
you swore to her.” 2323 So the young men who had been
spies entered and brought out Rahab, her father, her
mother, her brothers, everyone who belonged to her,
and her whole extended family. They brought them
out and placed them outside of the camp of Israel.

2424 They burned the city and everything in it with fire.
Only the silver, the gold, the bronze and iron articles
they gave to the treasury of the house of the LORD .
2525 Yet Rahab the prostitute, her father’s family, and
everyone who belonged to her, Joshua let live. They
live among Israel to this day because she hid the mes-
sengers Joshua sent to spy on Jericho.

2626 At that time Joshua made them swear, “Cursed be-
fore the LORD will be the man who arises and rebuilds
this city of Jericho.
He will establish it
at the cost of his firstborn

and erect its gates
at the cost of his youngest child.”

2727 So the LORD was with Joshua, and he became fa-
mous throughout the land.

AchanAchan’’s Sins Sin

Yet the children of Israel violated their obliga-
tions with regard to the things dedicated for de-

struction. Achan, son of Karmi, son of Zimri, son of
Zerah, from the tribe of Judah took from the things
dedicated for destruction, and the anger of the LORD
burned against the children of Israel.

22 Joshua sent men from Jericho to Ai (which is near
Beth Aven, east of Bethel) and said to them, “Go up
and spy on the land.” So the men went up and spied
on Ai.

33 Then they returned to Joshua and said to him, “All
the people need not go up. Let about two or three
thousand men go up and strike Ai. Since they are so
few, all the people need not weary themselves.” 44 So
about three thousand men went up from among the
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people there, but they fled from before the men of Ai.
55 The men of Ai struck down thirty-six men and pur-
sued them from the gate to Shebarim. They struck
them down on the mountainside, and the hearts of
the people melted like water.

66 Then Joshua ripped his clothes. He and the Israelite
elders fell on their faces to the ground in front of the
ark of the LORD until evening and threw dirt upon
their heads. 77 Joshua said, “O Lord GOD , why did You
bring this people across the Jordan to give us into the
hands of the Amorites to destroy us? If only we had
been content to dwell on the other side of the Jordan!
88 O my Lord, what should I say now that Israel has fled
before its enemies? 99 The Canaanites and all the inhab-
itants of the land may hear, turn on us, and cut off our
name from the earth. What will You do for Your great
name?”

1010 Then the LORD said to Joshua, “Stand up! Why
have you fallen on your face? 1111 Israel has sinned, and
they have broken My covenant that I commanded
them. They took from the things dedicated for de-
struction. They have stolen, acted deceitfully, and put
them among their own possessions. 1212 Therefore the
children of Israel cannot stand before their enemies.
They turn their backs to their enemies because they
have become dedicated for destruction. I will not be
with you anymore if you do not destroy the things
dedicated for destruction in your midst.

1313 “Get up! Consecrate the people and say, ‘Conse-
crate yourselves for tomorrow, for thus says the LORD
, the God of Israel: “Things dedicated for destruction
are in your midst, O Israel. You are not able to stand
before your enemies until you remove the things dedi-
cated for destruction from your midst.”

1414 “‘In the morning you will be brought forward by
tribes, and the tribe that the LORD selects by lot shall
come forward by clans. The clan that the LORD selects
by lot shall come forward by households, and the
household that the LORD selects by lot shall come for-
ward man by man. 1515 And he who is taken with the
things dedicated for destruction shall be burned with
fire, he and all who belong to him, for he broke the
covenant of the LORD and has done a disgraceful ac-
tion in Israel.’”

1616 So Joshua got up early in the morning and brought
forward Israel by their tribes. The tribe of Judah was
selected. 1717 He brought forward the clans of Judah, and
the clan of the Zerahites was selected. He brought for-
ward the clan of the Zerahites man by man, and Zimri
was selected. 1818 He brought forward the household of
Zimri man by man, and Achan son of Karmi, son of
Zimri, son of Zerah, from the tribe of Judah, was se-
lected.

1919 Then Joshua said to Achan, “O my son, give glory
to the LORD , the God of Israel, and give Him praise!
Tell me what you have done! Do not hold back any-
thing from me.”

2020 Achan answered Joshua and said, “Indeed, I sinned
against the LORD , the God of Israel. This is what I did:
2121 When I saw among the plundered goods a beautiful
robe from Babylon, two hundred shekels of silver, ††

and a gold bar weighing fifty shekels, †††† I coveted
them, so I took them. They are hidden in the ground in
my tent. The silver is underneath them.”

2222 So Joshua sent messengers, and they ran to the
tent. There it all was hidden in the ground with the sil-
ver underneath. 2323 They took it from the tent and
brought it to Joshua and all the children of Israel. They
spread it out before the LORD .

2424 Then Joshua, and all Israel with him, took Achan
son of Zerah, the silver, the robe, the gold bar, his
sons, his daughters, his oxen, his donkeys, his sheep,
his tent, and all he had, and brought them up to the
Valley of Achor. 2525 Then Joshua said, “Why have you
brought trouble on us? The LORD will trouble you to-
day!”

So all Israel stoned him. They burned them with fire
and stoned them with stones. 2626 Then they erected
over him a large pile of stones, which is still there to-
day. So the LORD turned from His burning anger.
Therefore the name of the place is called the Valley of
Achor to this day.

Ai DestrAi Destrooyedyed

Then the LORD said to Joshua, “Do not be afraid
or dismayed. Take all the fighting men with you.

Arise, and go up to Ai. See, I have given the king of Ai,
his people, his city, and his land into your hand. 22 Do to
Ai and its king what you did to Jericho and its king, ex-
cept you may plunder its spoils and its livestock. Now
set an ambush for the city behind it.”

33 So Joshua and all the fighting men arose to go up
to Ai. Joshua chose thirty thousand men, mighty men
of valor, and sent them out at night. 44 He commanded
them, “You shall ambush the city from behind. Do not
go very far from the city. All of you be ready. 55 I and all
the people who are with me will approach the city.
When they come out to engage us as before, we will
flee from them. 66 They will come after us until we have
lured them away from the city, for they will think, ‘They
are fleeing from us as before!’ So we will flee from
them. 77 Then you shall rise up for the ambush and
take possession of the city. The LORD your God will
give it into your hands. 88 When you have seized the
city, set it on fire. Act according to the word of the
LORD . See, I have commanded you.”

99 So Joshua sent them out. They went to the place of
ambush and took up a position between Bethel and
Ai, westward of Ai, and Joshua spent the night among
the people.

1010 Joshua got up early in the morning and mustered
the people. He and the elders of Israel went up before
the people to Ai. 1111 All the fighting men who were with

† About 5 pounds, or 2.3 kilograms. †† About 11/4 pounds,
or 575 grams.
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him went up and drew near to the city. They camped
north of Ai, and there was a valley between them and
Ai. 1212 He took about five thousand men and set them in
ambush between Bethel and Ai, westward of the city.
1313 So they stationed the people, all the army that was
on the north of the city, and its rear guard on the west
of the city, and Joshua spent that night in the midst of
the valley.

1414 When the king of Ai saw this, the men of the city
hurriedly got up early and went out to engage Israel in
battle at the assembly point near the Arabah. Yet he
did not know that there was an ambush for him be-
hind the city. 1515 So Joshua and all Israel allowed them-
selves to be beaten before them, and they fled in the
direction of the wilderness. 1616 All the people who were
in Ai were assembled to pursue them, so they pursued
Joshua and were drawn away from the city. 1717 Not a
man was left in Ai or Bethel who did not go out after
Israel. They left the city wide open, and they pursued
Israel.

1818 The LORD said to Joshua, “Point toward Ai with the
sword that is in your hand, for I will give it into your
hand.” So Joshua pointed toward the city with the
sword in his hand. 1919 When his hand pointed, the menmen
inin ambush got up quickly from their place and ran.
They came into the city, captured it, and quickly set
the city on fire.

2020 The men of Ai turned around and looked, and
there from the city came smoke rising to the sky! They
could not flee in any direction, and the people who
had fled into the wilderness had turned back toward
their pursuers. 2121 When Joshua and all Israel saw that
the ambush had captured the city and that smoke
rose from it, they turned and struck down the men of
Ai. 2222 Then the men in the city came out to engage
them in battle, so they were now in the middle, with
Israel on each side. Israel struck them down until nei-
ther survivors nor escapees were left. 2323 They took the
king of Ai alive and brought him to Joshua.

2424 When Israel completed killing all the inhabitants of
Ai in the open wilderness where they had pursued
them, and when all of them had finally fallen by the
edge of the sword, all Israel returned to Ai and struck
it with the edge of the sword. 2525 All who had fallen that
day, men and women, numbered twelve thousand, all
the people of Ai. 2626 Joshua did not draw back his hand
with the stretched-out sword until he destroyed all the
inhabitants of Ai. 2727 Israel plundered only the livestock
and the spoil of that city for themselves, according to
the word of the LORD that He had commanded
Joshua.

2828 Joshua burned Ai and made it a heap forever, a
desolation to this day. 2929 The king of Ai hanged on a
tree until evening. At sunset, Joshua commanded that
the people take down the body from the tree and
throw it down at the city gate. They erected a large
heap of stones over it that remains to this day.

The CoThe Covenant Renevenant Renewal at Mount Ebalwal at Mount Ebal
3030 Then Joshua built an altar to the LORD God of Is-

rael on Mount Ebal, 3131 as Moses the servant of the
LORD had commanded the children of Israel. As is
written in the Book of the Law of Moses, it was “an al-
tar of uncut stones not shaped by iron tools.” They
sacrificed burnt offerings to the LORD on it, as well as
peace offerings. 3232 There in the presence of the chil-
dren of Israel he wrote a copy of the Law of Moses on
the stones. 3333 All Israel, resident alien and native alike,
with its elders, officials, and judges, were standing on
either side of the ark in front of the Levite priests car-
rying the ark of the covenant of the LORD , half in
front of Mount Gerizim and half in front of Mount
Ebal, as Moses the servant of the LORD had com-
manded from the beginning, in order to bless the peo-
ple of Israel.

3434 After this, Joshua read out all the words of the law,
both blessing and curse, according to all that is writ-
ten in the Book of the Law. 3535 There was not a word
from all that Moses had commanded that Joshua did
not read out before the whole assembly of Israel, with
the women, the children, and the resident aliens who
were among them.

The Gibeonite DeceptionThe Gibeonite Deception

When all the kings west of the Jordan in the hill
country, in the low country, and along all the

coast of the MediterrMediterraneananean Sea toward Lebanon—the
Hittite, the Amorite, the Canaanite, the Perizzite, the
Hivite, and the Jebusite kings—heard this, 22 they gath-
ered together as one to wage war against Joshua and
Israel.

33 But when the inhabitants of Gibeon heard what
Joshua had done to Jericho and Ai, 44 they acted craftily,
and took old sacks on their donkeys, and old wine-
skins, torn and mended, 55 old and patched sandals on
their feet, and old garments on themselves. All the
bread of their provision was dry and crumbly. 66 They
went to Joshua at the Gilgal settlement and said to
him and the children of Israel, “We have come from a
distant land. Now make a pact with us.”

77 Then the children of Israel said to these Hivites,
“Perhaps you live among us, so how could we make a
pact with you?”

88 Yet they said to Joshua, “We are your slaves.”
Joshua said to them, “Who are you, and where do

you come from?”
99 They said to him, “We, your slaves, have come from

a very distant land because of the name of the LORD
your God, for we heard news of Him and all He did in
Egypt 1010 and all that He did to the two Amorite kings
on the other side of the Jordan, King Sihon of Heshbon
and King Og of Bashan in Ashtaroth. 1111 So our elders
and all the inhabitants of our country said to us, ‘Take
food provisions for the journey and go to meet them.
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Say to them, “We are your slaves. So now, make a pact
with us.” ’ 1212 This bread of ours was hot as we took it
from our homes on the day we left to come to you, but
now, see, it is dry and crumbly. 1313 These wineskins that
we filled were new, but see, they are ripped open.
These clothes and sandals wore out due to the very
long journey.”

1414 So the men eexaminedxamined some of the food provisions,
but they did not ask the LORD about it. 1515 Joshua made
peace with them and made a covenant with them to
let them live, and the leaders of the congregation
swore an oath to them.

1616 Three days after they had made a covenant with
them, they heard that they were neighbors to them
and lived among them. 1717 So the children of Israel set
out and came to their cities on the third day. Their
cities were Gibeon, Kephirah, Beeroth, and Kiriath
Jearim. 1818 Now the children of Israel did not attack
them, for the leaders of the congregation had sworn
an oath to them by the LORD , the God of Israel, so the
congregation murmured against the leaders.

1919 Yet all the leaders said to the whole congregation,
“We swore to them by the LORD God of Israel, so now
we may not harm them. 2020 This is what we will do to
them. We will let them live so that wrath will not come
upon us due to the oath that we swore to them.” 2121 The
leaders of the congregation also said to them, “Let
them live!” So they became woodcutters and water
carriers for the whole congregation, as the leaders
told them.

2222 Joshua met them and said, “Why did you trick us,
saying, ‘We are very distant from you,’ but you are liv-
ing in our midst? 2323 Therefore now you are cursed, and
you will always be slaves, cutting wood and carrying
water for the house of my God.”

2424 They answered Joshua, “It was told to your slaves
that the LORD your God commanded Moses His ser-
vant to give you all the land and to destroy all the in-
habitants of the land before you. So we were very
afraid for our lives, and we did this thing. 2525 Now here
we are, in your hands. Do to us whatever is good and
right in your eyes.”

2626 Thus he did to them, and delivered them from the
hand of the children of Israel; and they did not kill
them. 2727 That day he made them woodcutters and wa-
ter carriers for the congregation and the altar of the
LORD , even to this day, at the place He would choose.

The Sun Stands StillThe Sun Stands Still

Now when King Adoni-Zedek of Jerusalem
heard that Joshua captured Ai and destroyed it,

doing to Ai and its king as he had done to Jericho and
its king, and how the inhabitants of Gibeon had made
peace with Israel and were among them, 22 he and hisand his
peoplepeople were very afraid. Gibeon was a large city, like
one of the royal cities. It was larger than Ai, and all its
men were warriors. 33 So King Adoni-Zedek of
Jerusalem sent this message to King Hoham of He-

bron, King Piram of Jarmuth, King Japhia of Lachish,
and King Debir of Eglon: 44 “Come and help me! Let us
attack Gibeon, for it has made peace with Joshua and
all the children of Israel.”

55 So the five kings of the Amorites—the kings of
Jerusalem, Hebron, Jarmuth, Lachish, and Eglon—and
all their armies gathered, advanced, and camped
against Gibeon. Then they waged war against it.

66 The men of Gibeon sent this message to Joshua at
the Gilgal settlement: “Do not abandon your slaves.
Come up to us quickly. Save us! Help us! For all the
Amorite kings living in the hill country have gathered
against us.”

77 So Joshua went up from Gilgal, he and all the peo-
ple of war with him, and all the mighty men of valor.
88 The LORD said to Joshua, “Do not be afraid of them,
for I have given them into your hand. Not a single
man can stand before you.”

99 Then Joshua came upon them suddenly, having
marched all night from Gilgal. 1010 The LORD panicked
them before Israel. They struck them with overwhelm-
ing force at Gibeon, then Israel pursued them on the
road that rises to Beth Horon and struck them down
as far as Azekah and Makkedah. 1111 As they fled from Is-
rael on the downslope from Beth Horon, the LORD
hurled large hailstones down upon them from the sky
as far as Azekah. They died, and in factin fact more died
from the hailstones than the children of Israel killed
with the sword.

1212 On the day the LORD gave over the Amorites to
the children of Israel, Joshua spoke to the LORD and
said in full view of Israel:
“Sun, stand still over Gibeon;
and moon, in the Valley of Aijalon.”

1313 So the sun stood still,
and the moon stood in place
until the people brought vengeance on their ene-

mies.
Is this not written in the book of Jashar?

The sun stood still in the middle of the sky and did
not set for about a full day. 1414 There has not been a day
like this either before or after it, when the LORD
obeyed a man, for the LORD waged war for Israel.

1515 Then Joshua, and all Israel with him, returned to
the settlement at Gilgal.

The ExThe Execution of Five Amorite Kingsecution of Five Amorite Kings
1616 Yet these five kings fled and hid themselves in the

cave at Makkedah. 1717 Joshua was told, “The five kings
have been found hiding themselves in the cave at
Makkedah.” 1818 So Joshua said, “Roll large stones over
the mouth of the cave, and station men to stand
guard over it. 1919 As for you, do not stop pursuing your
enemies, but attack them from behind. Do not let
them go back to their cities, for the LORD your God
has given them into your hand.”

2020 When Joshua and the children of Israel had fin-
ished striking them with overwhelming force until they
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were completely defeated, the survivors escaped from
them and went back to their fortified cities. 2121 Then all
the people returned safely to Joshua at the Makkedah
settlement, and no one spoke against any of the chil-
dren of Israel.

2222 Joshua said, “Open the mouth of the cave, and
bring out to me those five kings from the cave.”
2323 They did this, and they brought out those five kings
from the cave: the kings of Jerusalem, Hebron, Jar-
muth, Lachish, and Eglon. 2424 When they brought out
those five kings to Joshua, he called out to all the men
of Israel and the army commanders, “Come here and
place your feet on the necks of these kings.” So they
came near and placed their feet on their necks.

2525 Then Joshua said to them, “Do not be afraid or dis-
mayed. Be strong and courageous! For this is what the
LORD will do to all your enemies against whom you
fight.” 2626 After that, Joshua struck them down, killed
them, and hung them on five trees. They were hang-
ing on the trees until evening.

2727 At sundown Joshua commanded men to take them
down from the trees and throw them into the cave in
which they had hidden themselves. Over the mouth of
the cave he placed large stones, which remain to this
day.

Southern Cities ConquerSouthern Cities Conquereded
2828 Joshua took Makkedah that day and struck it and

its king with the edge of the sword. He destroyed it
and all life within it. He did not leave any survivors. He
did to the king of Makkedah just as he did to the king
of Jericho. 2929 Then Joshua passed from Makkedah to
Libnah with all of Israel, and they fought against Lib-
nah. 3030 The LORD gave Libnah and its king into the
hand of Israel, and they struck all who lived in it with
the edge of the sword. There were no survivors left.
They did to its king what they had done to the king of
Jericho.

3131 Then Joshua passed from Libnah to Lachish with
all of Israel, camped against it, and waged war against
it. 3232 The LORD gave Lachish into the hand of Israel.
They captured it on the second day and struck all who
lived in it with the edge of the sword, just as they had
done to Libnah. 3333 King Horam of Gezer came up to
help Lachish, but Joshua attacked him and his people
until he did not have a single survivor left.

3434 From Lachish, Joshua and all of Israel passed to
Eglon. They camped against it and waged war against
it. 3535 They captured it that day and struck it with the
edge of the sword. All who lived in it were destroyed
that day, just as Israel had done to Lachish.

3636 Then Joshua and all of Israel went up from Eglon
to Hebron and waged war against it. 3737 They captured
it and struck its king, and all who lived in it, and its sur-sur-
rroundingounding towns with the edge of the sword. No sur-
vivor was left. Just as they had done to Eglon, they de-
stroyed it and all who lived in it.

3838 Then Joshua and all of Israel turned to Debir and
waged war against it. 3939 They captured it, its king, and
all its surrsurroundingounding towns and struck them with the
edge of the sword. They destroyed all who lived in
them, and no survivor was left. As he had done to He-
bron, so he did to Debir and its king as they had done
to Libnah and its king.

4040 So Joshua attacked the whole land: the hill country,
the Negev, the lowlands, the mountain slopes, and all
their kings. No survivor was left. He destroyed all who
breathed, as the LORD God of Israel had commanded.
4141 Joshua attacked the land from Kadesh Barnea to
Gaza and the land of Goshen as far as Gibeon.
4242 Joshua captured all these kings and their land in one
campaign because the LORD God of Israel waged war
for Israel.

4343 Then Joshua and all of Israel returned to the settle-
ment at Gilgal.

Northern Kings DefeatedNorthern Kings Defeated

When King Jabin of Hazor heard these things,
he sent word to King Jobab of Madon, the king

of Shimron, the king of Akshaph, 22 and the kings of the
northern hill country, the Arabah south of Kinnereth,
the low country, and the heights of Dor in the west,
33 to the Canaanites in the east and in the west, the
Amorites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Jebusites in
the hill country, and the Hivites at Mount Hermon in
the land of Mizpah. 44 So these kings went out with all
their armies, people as numerous as grgrains ofains of sand on
the seashore, with a large number of horses and char-
iots. 55 These kings all met and camped together at the
waters of Merom in order to wage war against Israel.

66 The LORD said to Joshua, “Do not be afraid of them,
for about this time tomorrow I will make them dead
before Israel. Hamstring their horses and burn their
chariots with fire.”

77 So Joshua and all his fighting forces came upon
them by surprise at the waters of Merom and fell upon
them. 88 The LORD gave them into the hand of Israel.
They struck them down and pursued them all the way
to Greater Sidon, Misrephoth Maim, and Mizpah Valley
to the east. They struck them down until no survivor
remained. 99 Joshua did to them as the LORD had said.
He hamstrung their horses and burned their chariots
with fire.

1010 At that time Joshua turned, captured Hazor, and
struck down its king with the sword. Hazor was for-
merly the head of all these kingdoms. 1111 They struck all
who lived in them with the edge of the sword, destroy-
ing them. No one who breathed was left, and he
burned Hazor with fire.

1212 Joshua captured all these kings and their towns.
He struck with the edge of the sword, destroying
them, as Moses the servant of the LORD had com-
manded. 1313 However, Israel did not burn any of the
cities that stood on mounds except Hazor. Joshua
burned it. 1414 The children of Israel plundered all the
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goods and the livestock of these cities, but they struck
all the people with the edge of the sword until they de-
stroyed them. They did not spare anyone who
breathed. 1515 As the LORD commanded Moses His ser-
vant, so Moses commanded Joshua, and Joshua did it.
He did not ignore a word of all that the LORD com-
manded Moses.

1616 So Joshua took all that land: the hill country, the
Negev, all the land of Goshen, the lowland, the
Arabah, the hill country of Israel and its lowland.
1717 From Mount Halak to Seir, and as far as Baal Gad in
the Lebanon Valley under Mount Hermon: All their
kings he captured, struck down, and killed. 1818 Joshua
engaged all those kings in battle for a long time.
1919 There was no city that made peace with the children
of Israel except the Hivites living in Gibeon. They con-
quered all of them 2020 because the LORD hardened
their hearts to engage Israel in battle. They destroyed
them without mercy, to put them to death, as the
LORD had commanded Moses.

2121 At that time Joshua came and wiped out the
Anakites from the hill country: from Hebron, from De-
bir, from Anab, from all the hill country of Judah, and
from all the hill country of Israel. Joshua utterly de-
stroyed them and their cities. 2222 No Anakites were left
in the land of the children of Israel, but they did re-
main in Gaza, Gath, and Ashdod. 2323 So Joshua took the
whole land according to all that the LORD had said to
Moses. Joshua gave it to Israel as an inheritance ac-
cording to their allotted portions by their tribes. Then
the land rested from war.

The List of Defeated KingsThe List of Defeated Kings

These are the kings on the east side of the Jor-
dan, from the River Arnon to Mount Hermon

and all the eastern Arabah, whom the children of Is-
rael struck down to take over their land: 22 Sihon king of
the Amorites, who lived at Heshbon and ruled from
Aroer, which is on the bank of River Arnon, and from
the middle of the valley as far as the River Jabbok,
which is the border of the Ammonites, that is, half of
Gilead, 33 and the Arabah to the Sea of Galilee east-
ward, and toward Beth Jeshimoth, to the Sea of
Arabah, the Dead Sea, southward below the slopes of
Pisgah; 44 and Og king of Bashan, one of the remnant
of the giants, who lived at Ashtaroth and at Edrei 55 and
ruled over Mount Hermon, Salekah, and all of Bashan
to the border of the Geshurites and the Maakathites,
and over half of Gilead to the border of Sihon king of
Heshbon.

66 Moses the servant of the LORD and the children of
Israel struck them down, and the servant of the LORD
Moses gave their land to Reuben, Gad, and the half-
tribe of Manasseh.

77 These are the kings of the land whom Joshua and
the children of Israel defeated on the west side of the
Jordan, from Baal Gad in the Valley of Lebanon to
Mount Halak, that rises toward Seir. Joshua gave their

land to the tribes of Israel according to their allotted
portions as an inheritance, 88 in the hill country, in the
lowland, in the Arabah, in the slopes, in the wilder-
ness, and in the Negev—the land of the Hittites, the
Amorites, the Canaanites, the Perizzites, the Hivites,
and the Jebusites:

99 The king of Jericho, one;
the king of Ai, which is beside Bethel, one;
1010 the king of Jerusalem, one;
the king of Hebron, one;
1111 the king of Jarmuth, one;
the king of Lachish, one;
1212 the king of Eglon, one;
the king of Gezer, one;
1313 the king of Debir, one;
the king of Geder, one;
1414 the king of Hormah, one;
the king of Arad, one;
1515 the king of Libnah, one;
the king of Adullam, one;
1616 the king of Makkedah, one;
the king of Bethel, one;
1717 the king of Tappuah, one;
the king of Hepher, one;
1818 the king of Aphek, one;
the king of Lasharon, one;
1919 the king of Madon, one;
the king of Hazor, one;
2020 the king of Shimron Meron, one;
the king of Akshaph, one;
2121 the king of Taanach, one;
the king of Megiddo, one;
2222 the king of Kedesh, one;
the king of Jokneam in Carmel, one;
2323 the king of Dor in Naphoth Dor, one;
the king of the people in Gilgal, one;
2424 the king of Tirzah, one—thirty-one kings in all.

Land Still to be TLand Still to be Takenaken

Now Joshua was old and well advanced in
years. The LORD said to him, “You are old and

advanced in years, but very much of the land still re-
mains to be possessed.

22 “This is the land that remains: all the districts of the
Philistines and those of the Geshurites 33 (from the Shi-
hor east of Egypt northward to the boundary of Ekron,
which is counted as Canaanite; the cities of the five
Philistine governors: Gaza, Ashdod, Ashkelon, Gath,
and Ekron), and also the Avvites’ lands. 44 Also remain-
ing in the south is all the land of the Canaanites, Arah
owned by the Sidonians, as far as Aphek at the Amor-
ite boundary, 55 the land of the Gebalites and all
Lebanon to the east, and from Baal Gad at the foot of
Mount Hermon to Lebo Hamath.

66 “I will drive out from before the children of Israel all
the inhabitants of the hill country from Lebanon to
Misrephoth Maim and all the Sidonians. Be sure to di-
vide these lands by lot as an inheritance for Israel as I
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have commanded you. 77 So now, divide this land as an
inheritance for the nine tribes and the half-tribe of
Manasseh.”

Division of the Land East of the JorDivision of the Land East of the Jordan Riverdan River
88 With the other half-tribe of Manasseh,With the other half-tribe of Manasseh, Reuben and

Gad took their inheritance that Moses gave to them
on the east side of the Jordan, as Moses the servant of
the LORD had given them: 99 from Aroer on the bank of
the River Arnon, the city in the middle of the valley, all
the plain from Medeba to Dibon, 1010 all the cities of King
Sihon of the Amorites who reigned in Heshbon, and
the land up to the Ammonite border. 1111 Moses had al-Moses had al-
so given themso given them Gilead, the territory of the Geshurites
and Maakathites, all of Mount Hermon, and all of
Bashan as far as Salekah, 1212 and in Bashan all the king-
dom of Og, one of the last remnant of the giants, who
reigned in Ashtaroth and Edrei. Moses struck them
down and took their lands. 1313 Yet the children of Israel
did not drive out the Geshurites or the Maakathites,
and Geshur and Maakah live among Israel until this
day.

1414 However Moses did not give an inheritance to the
tribe of Levi. The burnt offerings of the LORD God of
Israel are their inheritance, as He said to them.

1515 Moses assigned land to the tribe of the Reubenites
according to their clans. 1616 Their territory was from
Aroer on the edge of the Arnon Valley, the city in the
middle of the valley, all the plain of Medeba, 1717 Hesh-
bon and all its towns in the plain: Dibon, Bamoth Baal,
Beth Baal Meon, 1818 Jahaz, Kedemoth, Mephaath,
1919 Kiriathaim, Sibmah, Zereth Shahar on the hill of the
valley, 2020 Beth Peor, the slopes of Pisgah, Beth Jeshi-
moth, 2121 all the cities of the plain, and the whole king-
dom of King Sihon of the Amorites, who reigned in
Heshbon. Moses struck him down along with the lead-
ers of Midian, Evi, Rekem, Zur, Hur, and Reba, who
were princes of Sihon who lived in the land. 2222 The chil-
dren of Israel killed Balaam son of Beor, who practiced
divination, with the sword along with the rest of the
slain. 2323 The border of the Reubenites was the banks of
the Jordan. This was the inheritance of the Reubenites
according to their clans: those towns and their settle-
ments.

2424 Moses assigned land to the tribe of Gad for the
Gadites according to their clans. 2525 Their territory was
Jazer, all the cities of Gilead, and half of the Ammonite
land as far as Aroer, which is east of Rabbah, 2626 from
Heshbon to Ramath Mizpah, Betonim, and from Ma-
hanaim to the territory of Debir. 2727 In the valley were
Beth Haram, Beth Nimrah, Sukkoth, and Zaphon, the
rest of the kingdom of King Sihon of Heshbon, the Jor-
dan as its boundary to the lower Sea of Galilee to the
east of the Jordan. 2828 This was the inheritance of the
Gadites according to their clans: those towns and their
settlements.

2929 Moses assigned land to the half-tribe of Manasseh
for the descendants of Manasseh according to their

clans. 3030 Their territory was from Mahanaim, through
all of Bashan, all the kingdom of King Og of Bashan, all
the sixty villages of Jair that are in Bashan, 3131 half of
Gilead, Ashtaroth, and Edrei: cities of the kingdom of
Og in Bashan. This was for the descendants of Makir
son of Manasseh, half of the descendants of Makir by
their clans.

3232 This is the territory Moses assigned in the desert
plains of Moab, on the eastern side of Jericho and the
Jordan. 3333 Yet Moses did not assign land to the tribe of
Levi as an inheritance. The LORD God of Israel was
their inheritance, as He said to them.

Division of the Land WDivision of the Land West of the Jorest of the Jordandan

These are the territories that the children of Is-
rael inherited in the land of Canaan, which

Eleazar the priest, Joshua son of Nun, and the family
leaders of the Israelite tribes assigned to them. 22 Their
inheritance fell to them by lot, as the LORD command-
ed through Moses, for the nine and a half tribes. 33 For
Moses had assigned the inheritance of two and a half
tribes on the other side of the Jordan, but he had not
assigned an inheritance among them to the Levites.
44 The descendants of Joseph were two tribes: Man-
asseh and Ephraim. They did not give territory to the
Levites in the land, but only towns in which to live,
along with the pastures, livestock, and property. 55 Just
as the LORD had commanded Moses, so the children
of Israel did when they divided the land.

HebrHebron Given to Calebon Given to Caleb
66 The descendants of Judah approached Joshua at

Gilgal, and Caleb son of Jephunneh the Kenizzite said
to him, “You know what the LORD said to Moses the
man of God about you and me at Kadesh Barnea. 77 I
was forty years old when Moses the servant of the
LORD sent me from Kadesh Barnea to spy on the land,
and I brought word back to him as it was in my heart.
88 My companions who went up with me made the
hearts of the people melt, but I wholeheartedly fol-
lowed after the LORD my God. 99 On that day Moses
swore an oath, ‘The land on which your foot treads
shall be your inheritance, for your descendants per-
petually, because you completely followed after the
LORD my God.’

1010 “Now, the LORD has kept me alive, just as He said,
for forty-five years, since the LORD spoke this word to
Moses while Israel wandered in the wilderness. Now,
here I am this day, eighty-five years old. 1111 I am still
just as strong today as I was on the day that Moses
sent me. My strength now is just like my strength
then, both for battle and for going out and returning.
1212 So now, give me this hill country that the LORD
spoke about on that day. That day you heard that the
Anakites live there in large, fortified cities. Perhaps the
LORD will be with me, and I will drive them out, as the
LORD said.”
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1313 Then Joshua blessed him and gave Hebron to
Caleb son of Jephunneh as an inheritance. 1414 Therefore
Hebron became an inheritance of Caleb son of Jephun-
neh the Kenizzite until this day because he completely
followed after the LORD , the God of Israel. 1515 The for-
mer name of Hebron was Kiriath Arba. Arba was the
greatest man among the Anakites.

Then the land had rest from war.

Allotment for JudahAllotment for Judah
Jdg 1:11–15

The allotment for the tribe of Judah, by their
clans, stretches southward to the border of

Edom, to the Zin wilderness in the south.
22 Their southern border runs from the southern tip

of the Salt Sea, 33 to south of the Ascent of Akrabbim,
crosses to Zin, rises south of Kadesh Barnea, crosses
to Hezron, then rises to Addar, turns toward Karka,
44 then crosses to Azmon, goes out to the Brook of
Egypt, and then to the sea. This is your southern bor-
der.

55 The eastern border is the Salt Sea up to the mouth
of the Jordan.

The northern border runs from the northern extrem-
ity of the Dead Sea at the mouth of the Jordan River,
66 then rises to Beth Hoglah, crosses north of Beth
Arabah, rises to the Stone of Bohan son of Reuben,
77 and rises to Debir from the Achor Valley, turns north-
ward to Gilgal opposite the Ascent of Adummim south
of the valley, and crosses to the waters of En Shemesh
and onward to En Rogel. 88 The border rises to Valley of
Ben Hinnom, to the southern slope of the Jebusites
(that is, Jerusalem), then rises to the top of the hill
west of the Valley of Ben Hinnom, at the northern end
of the Valley of Rephaim. 99 The border turns from the
top of the hill to the waters of Nephtoah and goes out
to the cities of Mount Ephron, then turns to Baalah
(that is, Kiriath Jearim). 1010 The border turns west of
Baalah to Mount Seir, crosses to the northern slope of
Mount Jearim (that is, Kesalon), descends to Beth
Shemesh, and crosses to Timnah. 1111 The border goes
out to the northern slope of Ekron, turns to Shikkeron,
crosses to Mount Baalah, goes out to Jabneel, and
ends at the sea.

1212 The western border was the coastline of the
Mediterranean Sea.

These were the borders surrounding the tribe of Ju-
dah according to their clans.

1313 According to the word of the LORD to Joshua,
Caleb son of Jephunneh was given an allotment
among the tribe of Judah: Kiriath Arba (that is, He-
bron). Arba was the father of Anak. 1414 Caleb drove out
from there three Anakites: Sheshai, Ahiman, and Tal-
mai, descendants of Anak. 1515 He went up from there
against the inhabitants of Debir. Before the name of
Debir was Kiriath Sepher. 1616 Caleb said, “I will give my
daughter Aksah in marriage to whoever attacks Kiriath
Sepher and captures it.” 1717 Othniel son of Kenaz, the

brother of Caleb, captured it, so Caleb gave him Aksah
his daughter in marriage.

1818 When she came to Othniel, she urged him to ask
her father for a field. She dismounted from her don-
key, and Caleb said to her, “What can I do for you?”

1919 She answered, “Please give me a blessing. Since
you have given me land in the Negev, now give me
springs of water.” So he gave her the upper and lower
springs.

2020 This is the inheritance of the tribe of Judah accord-
ing to their clans.

2121 The cities at the southern extremity of the tribe of
Judah toward the border with Edom were Kabzeel, Ed-
er, Jagur, 2222 Kinah, Dimonah, Adadah, 2323 Kedesh, Hazor,
Ithnan, 2424 Ziph, Telem, Bealoth, 2525 Hazor Hadattah, Ke-
rioth Hezron (that is, Hazor), 2626 Amam, Shema, Mo-
ladah, 2727 Hazar Gaddah, Heshmon, Beth Pelet, 2828 Hazar
Shual, Beersheba, Biziothiah, 2929 Baalah, Iyim, Ezem,
3030 Eltolad, Kesil, Hormah, 3131 Ziklag, Madmannah,
Sansannah, 3232 Lebaoth, Shilhim, Ain, and Rimmon. The
cities numbered twenty-nine with their villages.

3333 In the lowland were Eshtaol, Zorah, Ashnah,
3434 Zanoah, En Gannim, Tappuah, Enam, 3535 Jarmuth,
Adullam, Sokoh, Azekah, 3636 Shaaraim, Adithaim, Geder-
ah (Gederothaim): fourteen cities with their villages.

3737 Also therAlso there were weree Zenan, Hadashah, Migdal Gad,
3838 Dilean, Mizpah, Joktheel, 3939 Lachish, Bozkath, Eglon,
4040 Kabbon, Lahmas, Kitlish, 4141 Gederoth, Beth Dagon,
Naamah, and Makkedah: sixteen cities with their vil-
lages.

4242 Also therAlso there were weree Libnah, Ether, Ashan, 4343 Iphtah,
Ashnah, Nezib, 4444 Keilah, Akzib, and Mareshah: nine
cities with their villages.

4545 Also therAlso there were weree Ekron, its towns and villages;
4646 from Ekron to the sea, all the land near Ashdod and
their villages, 4747 Ashdod, its towns and villages, Gaza,
its towns and villages, as far as the Brook of Egypt and
the MediterrMediterraneananean Sea with its coast.

4848 In the hill country were Shamir, Jattir, Sokoh,
4949 Dannah, Kiriath Sannah (that is, Debir), 5050 Anab, Es-
htemoh, Anim, 5151 Goshen, Holon, and Giloh: eleven
cities with their villages.

5252 Also therAlso there were weree Arab, Dumah, Eshan, 5353 Janim,
Beth Tappuah, Aphekah, 5454 Humtah, Kiriath Arba (that
is, Hebron), and Zior: nine cities with their villages.

5555 Also therAlso there were weree Maon, Carmel, Ziph, Juttah,
5656 Jezreel, Jokdeam, Zanoah, 5757 Kain, Gibeah, and Tim-
nah: ten cities with their villages.

5858 Also therAlso there were weree Halhul, Beth Zur, Gedor,
5959 Maarath, Beth Anoth, and Eltekon: six cities with
their villages.

6060 Also therAlso there were weree Kiriath Baal (that is, Kiriath Jearim)
and Rabbah: two cities with their villages.

6161 In the wilderness were Beth Arabah, Middin,
Sekakah, 6262 Nibshan, City of Salt, and En Gedi: six cities
with their villages.
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1818

6363 The people of Judah were not able to drive out the
Jebusites living in Jerusalem, so the Jebusites live with
the people of Judah in Jerusalem to this day.

Allotment for EphrAllotment for Ephraim and Manassehaim and Manasseh

The allotment of land for the descendants of
Joseph was from the Jordan by Jericho then east

into the wilderness, rising from Jericho to the hill
country of Bethel. 22 It goes out from Bethel to Luz and
passes to the border of Arkite territory at Ataroth. 33 It
goes down westward to the territory of the Japhletites,
to the border of lower Beth Horon and Gezer, and
then goes out to the sea.

44 So the descendants of Joseph, Manasseh and
Ephraim, took their inheritance.

55 The territory of the Ephraimites, according to their
clans, was as follows. The border of their inheritance
on the east was Ataroth Addar as far as upper Beth
Horon. 66 The border goes out toward the sea with Mik-
methath on the north. It turns eastward toward
Taanath Shiloh and passes it on the east toward
Janoah. 77 It descends from Janoah to Ataroth and to
Naarah, touches Jericho, and extends to the Jordan.
88 From Tappuah the border goes west to the Kanah
Ravine and out to the sea. This is the inheritance of
the tribe of the Ephraimites according to their clans.
99 The other cities for the Ephraimites were in the mid-
dle of the inheritance of the descendants of Man-
asseh, all the cities and their villages.

1010 They did not drive out the Canaanites who lived in
Gezer, so the Canaanites live in the midst of Ephraim
until this day performing heavy labor as slaves.

Then allotment was made to the tribe of Man-
asseh, for he was the firstborn of Joseph. To

Makir the firstborn of Manasseh, the father of Gilead,
were allotted Gilead and Bashan, because he was a
warrior. 22 And allotments were made to the rest of the
tribe of Manasseh, according to their families: Abiezer,
Helek, Asriel, Shechem, Hepher, and Shemida; these
were the male descendants of Manasseh son of
Joseph, according to their families.

33 Yet Zelophehad, son of Hepher, son of Gilead, son
of Makir, son of Manasseh had no sons, only daugh-
ters. These were his daughters’ names: Mahlah, Noah,
Hoglah, Milkah, and Tirzah. 44 They approached Eleazar
the priest, Joshua son of Nun, and the leaders, saying,
“The LORD commanded Moses to give us an inheri-
tance among our relatives.” So Joshua gave them an
inheritance among their fathers’ relatives according to
the word of the LORD . 55 Therefore Manasseh received
ten regions, apart from the lands of Gilead and
Bashan on the east side of the Jordan, 66 because the
daughters of Manasseh received an inheritance
among his sons, and the rest of the people of Man-
asseh received the land of Gilead.

77 The boundary of Manasseh was from Asher to Mik-
methath east of Shechem, and it runs south toward
the inhabitants of En Tappuah. 88 Now Manasseh

owned the land of Tappuah, but Tappuah on the bor-
der of Manasseh belonged to the Ephraimites. 99 Then
the border descended to the Kanah Ravine, southward
to the brook. These cities of Ephraim are among the
cities of Manasseh. The border of Manasseh was on
the north side of the brook, and it ended at the sea.
1010 The land belonging to Ephraim was to the south,
and the land belonging to Manasseh to the north. The
MediterrMediterraneananean Sea was the boundary of this territory,
which bordered Asher in the north and Issachar in the
east.

1111 In Issachar and Asher, Manasseh was assigned dis-
tricts: Beth Shan, Ibleam, Dor, Endor, Taanach, Megid-
do, Naphoth, and their respective villages.

1212 Yet the sons of Manasseh could not take posses-
sion of those cities, because the Canaanites were de-
termined to live in that land. 1313 But when the children
of Israel became strong, they put the Canaanites to
hard labor as slaves, but they did not actually drive
them out.

1414 The descendants of Joseph said to Joshua, “Why
have you assigned us a single allotment, a single por-
tion? We are a numerous people, as the LORD has
blessed us.”

1515 Joshua said to them, “If you are a numerous peo-
ple, go up to the forests and clear out a place there for
yourselves in the land of the Perizzites and the giants,
since the hill country of Ephraim is too small for you.”

1616 The descendants of Joseph said, “The hill country is
not enough for us, and all the Canaanites living in the
plains have iron chariots, both those in Beth Shan and
the Jezreel Valley.”

1717 Joshua said to Ephraim and Manasseh, the descen-
dants of Joseph, “You are a numerous people who
have great strength. There will not be only one allot-
ment for you. 1818 The hill country shall be yours. Al-
though it is a forest you shall clear it and own it to its
borders. You shall drive out the Canaanites, even
though they have iron chariots and are strong.”

Dividing the Rest of the LandDividing the Rest of the Land

The whole congregation of the children of Is-
rael assembled at Shiloh and set up the tent of

meeting there. The land was subdued before them.
22 Yet seven tribes among the children of Israel re-
mained who had not yet received their inheritance.

33 So Joshua said to the children of Israel, “How long
will you delay going in to possess the land that the
LORD , the God of your fathers, has given you? 44 Select
three men from each tribe, and I will send them out;
and they will rise and go throughout the land, and de-
scribe it according to their inheritance, and they will
come back to me. 55 They shall divide it into seven por-
tions. Judah will stay in their territory in the south, and
the house of Joseph will stay in their territory in the
north. 66 So describe the land in seven portions and re-
turn to me. Then I will cast lots for you here before the
LORD our God. 77 Yet there is no portion for the Levites
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among you, for the priesthood of the LORD is their in-
heritance. Gad, Reuben, and the half-tribe of Man-
asseh have acquired their inheritance on the east side
of the Jordan, which Moses the servant of the LORD
gave them.”

88 So the men got up and left. Joshua commanded
those who were leaving to survey the land, saying, “Go
and walk back and forth throughout the land. Write a
description of it, then return to me. Here in Shiloh I
will cast lots for you before the LORD .” 99 The men
went and passed through the land. In a book they
wrote a description of it by cities in seven portions,
and they came back to Joshua at the Shiloh settle-
ment. 1010 Joshua cast lots for them in Shiloh before the
LORD . There Joshua apportioned the land for the chil-
dren of Israel according to their divisions.

The Allotment for BenjaminThe Allotment for Benjamin
1111 The lot of the tribe of Benjamin, according to their

clans, came up. The territory allotted to it fell between
Judah and Joseph.

1212 Their northern border goes from the Jordan up the
northern slope of Jericho. It runs westward into the hill
country and extends to the wilderness of Beth Aven.
1313 The border passes from there southward toward
Luz, to the slope of Luz (that is, Bethel), and descends
to Ataroth Addar on the hill south of lower Beth
Horon.

1414 On the western side, the border turns south from
the hill that lies to the south near Beth Horon, and it
extends to Kiriath Baal (that is, Kiriath Jearim), a city
belonging to Judah. This is the western border.

1515 The southern border starts from Kiriath Jearim and
goes out westward to the spring of the waters of
Nephtoah. 1616 The border then descends to the foot of
the mountain that lies by the Valley of Ben Hinnom,
which is at the north end of the Valley of Rephaim. It
descends from the Hinnom Valley to the slope of the
Jebusites, then down to En Rogel. 1717 The border runs
north and goes out to En Shemesh and Geliloth, which
is opposite the Ascent of Adummim, and descends to
the Stone of Bohan the son of Reuben. 1818 It passes to-
ward the slope north of the Beth Arabah and descends
to the Arabah. 1919 The border passes north of the slope
of Beth Hoglah, and it runs out to the northern tip of
the Dead Sea at the southern end of the Jordan. This is
the southern border.

2020 The Jordan forms the eastern boundary.
This is the inheritance of the tribe of Benjamin, ac-

cording to their clans, by its boundaries all around.
2121 The cities belonging to the tribe of Benjamin, ac-

cording to their clans, were Jericho, Beth Hoglah,
Emek Keziz, 2222 Beth Arabah, Zemaraim, Bethel,
2323 Avvim, Parah, Ophrah, 2424 Kephar Ammoni, Ophni,
and Geba: twelve cities with their villages.

2525 Also therAlso there were weree Gibeon, Ramah, Beeroth, 2626 Miz-
pah, Kephirah, Mozah, 2727 Rekem, Irpeel, Taralah, 2828 Ze-
lah, Haeleph, the Jebusite city (that is, Jerusalem),

Gibeah, and Kiriath: fourteen cities with their villages.
This is the inheritance of the tribe of Benjamin ac-

cording to their clans.

Allotment for SimeonAllotment for Simeon
1Ch 4:28–33

The second lot came out for Simeon, for the
tribe of Simeon according to their clans. Their

inheritance was within the inheritance of the tribe of
Judah. 22 Their inheritance was Beersheba, Sheba, Mo-
ladah, 33 Hazar Shual, Balah, Ezem, 44 Eltolad, Bethul,
Hormah, 55 Ziklag, Beth Markaboth, Hazar Susah, 66 Beth
Lebaoth, and Sharuhen: thirteen cities and their vil-
lages;

77 Ain, Rimmon, Ether, and Ashan: four cities and their
villages; 88 and all the villages that were around these
cities as far as Baalath Beer, Ramah of the Negev.

This was the inheritance of the tribe of Simeon ac-
cording to their clans. 99 Simeon received a portion of
the inheritance of Judah, for the inheritance of Judah
was too large for them, so Simeon inherited land in
the midst of the inheritance of Judah.

Allotment for ZebulunAllotment for Zebulun
1010 The third lot came up for Zebulun according to

their clans. Their territory extended to Sarid, 1111 and
their border ascended westward to Maralah, reaching
Dabbesheth and the valley east of Jokneam. 1212 From
Sarid the border turned east to the border of Kisloth
Tabor, out to Daberath, and up to Japhia. 1313 From there
it passes east to Gath Hepher and Eth Kazin. It turns
out to Rimmon and turns toward Neah. 1414 The bound-
ary turns north to Hannathon and extends to the Val-
ley of Iphtah El; 1515 and Kattath, Nahalal, Shimron,
Idalah, and Bethlehem: twelve cities and their villages.

1616 This was the inheritance of the tribe of Zebulun ac-
cording to their clans: these cities and their villages.

Allotment for IssacharAllotment for Issachar
1717 The fourth lot came out for Issachar, for the tribe

of Issachar according to their clans. 1818 Their territory
included Jezreel, Kesulloth, Shunem, 1919 Hapharaim, Sh-
ion, Anaharath, 2020 Rabbith, Kishion, Ebez, 2121 Remeth, En
Gannim, En Haddah, and Beth Pazzez. 2222 The border
touches Tabor, Shahazumah, and Beth Shemesh, then
extends to the Jordan: sixteen cities and their villages.

2323 This is the inheritance of the tribe of Issachar ac-
cording to their clans: the cities and their villages.

Allotment for AsherAllotment for Asher
2424 The fifth lot came out for the tribe of Asher accord-

ing to their clans. 2525 Their territory included Helkath,
Hali, Beten, Akshaph, 2626 Allammelek, Amad, and
Mishal. On the west their border touches Carmel and
Shihor Libnath. 2727 Then it turns eastward, goes to Beth
Dagon, and touches Zebulun and the Valley of Iphtah
El northward to Beth Emek and Neiel; then it contin-
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2121

ues in the north to Kabul, 2828 Abdon, Rehob, Hammon,
Kanah, as far as Greater Sidon. 2929 Then the border
turned to Ramah, reaching the fortified city of Tyre.
Then the border turned to Hosah, and ended at the
MediterrMediterraneananean Sea by the region of Akzib, 3030 Ummah,
Aphek, and Rehob: twenty-two cities and their villages.

3131 This is the inheritance of the tribe of Asher accord-
ing to their clans: these cities and their villages.

Allotment for NaphtaliAllotment for Naphtali
3232 The sixth lot came out for the tribe of Naphtali ac-

cording to their clans.
3333 Their border runs from Heleph, from the oak of Za-

anannim, to Adami Nekeb and Jabneel, as far as
Lakkum, and extends to the Jordan. 3434 The border
turns west to Aznoth Tabor, goes out from there to
Hukkok, and touches Zebulun on the south, Asher on
the west, and Judah at the Jordan on the east. 3535 Their
fortified cities were Ziddim, Zer, Hammath, Rakkath,
Kinnereth, 3636 Adamah, Ramah, Hazor, 3737 Kedesh, Edrei,
En Hazor, 3838 Iron, Migdal El, Horem, Beth Anath, and
Beth Shemesh: nineteen cities and their villages.

3939 This is the inheritance of the tribe of Naphtali ac-
cording to their clans: the cities and their villages.

Allotment for DanAllotment for Dan
4040 The seventh lot came out for the tribe of Dan ac-

cording to their clans. 4141 The territory of their inheri-
tance included Zorah, Eshtaol, Ir Shemesh, 4242 Shaalab-
bin, Aijalon, Ithlah, 4343 Elon, Timnah, Ekron, 4444 Eltekeh,
Gibbethon, Baalath, 4545 Jehud, Bene Berak, Gath Rim-
mon, 4646 Me Jarkon, and Rakkon, along with the territo-
ry near Joppa.

4747 Yet the tribe of Dan lost their territory, so they
went up to wage war against Leshem and captured it.
They attacked it with the edge of the sword, took pos-
session of it, and settled there. They called Leshem
Dan after the name of Dan their father.

4848 This is the inheritance of the tribe of Dan accord-
ing to their clans: these cities and their villages.

The Allotment for JoshuaThe Allotment for Joshua
4949 When they had finished allotting the land accord-

ing to its boundaries, the children of Israel gave an in-
heritance among them to Joshua son of Nun. 5050 Ac-
cording to the word of the LORD , they gave him the
city for which he asked: Timnath Serah in the hill coun-
try of Ephraim. He built up the city and lived in it.

5151 These are the inheritances that Eleazar the priest,
Joshua son of Nun, and the family leaders of the Is-
raelite tribes assigned by lot in Shiloh before the LORD
at the entrance of the tent of meeting. So they com-
pleted dividing the land.

Cities of RefugeCities of Refuge
Nu 35:9–34; Dt 4:41–43; 19:1–14

Then the LORD said to Joshua, 22 “Say to the chil-
dren of Israel, ‘Choose refuge cities, as I told you

through Moses, 33 so that anyone who kills a person
without intent and unknowingly may flee there. They
shall be your refuge from the avenger of blood.

44 “‘The refugee can flee to one of these cities then
stand at the entrance of the city gate and tell his case
to the city elders. They will take him into the city and
give him a place to stay, and he will live with them.
55 When the avenger of blood comes after him, they
shall not hand over the manslayer to him, for he
struck down his neighbor unintentionally with no pre-
meditated malice. 66 He shall live in that city until he
stands before the congregation for judgment, until
the death of the high priest serving at that time. Then
the manslayer may return to his home and to his city
from which he had fled.’”

77 They selected Kedesh in Galilee in the hill country
of Naphtali, Shechem in the hill country of Ephraim,
and Kiriath Arba (that is, Hebron) in the hill country of
Judah. 88 Across the Jordan east of Jericho, they selected
Bezer in the wilderness plain from the tribe of Reuben,
Ramoth in Gilead from the tribe of Gad, and Golan in
Bashan from the tribe of Manasseh. 99 These were the
cities designated for all the children of Israel and resi-
dent foreigners living among them, to which anyone
who killed someone inadvertently could flee and not
die at the hand of the avenger of blood until he stood
before the congregation.

Cities for the LeCities for the Levitesvites
1Ch 6:54–80

The family leaders of the Levites approached
Eleazar the priest, Joshua son of Nun, and the

family leaders of the Israelite tribes. 22 At Shiloh in the
land of Canaan they said to them, “Through Moses the
LORD commanded that we be given cities in which to
live and grazing lands for our livestock.” 33 So according
to the word of the LORD , out of their inheritance the
children of Israel gave the Levites these cities and
their grazing lands.

44 The lot came out for the clans of the Kohathites, so
the Levites who were descendants of Aaron received
an allotment of thirteen cities from the tribes of Judah,
Simeon, and Benjamin. 55 The remaining descendants
of Kohath received an allotment of ten cities from the
clans of the tribes of Ephraim, Dan, and the half-tribe
of Manasseh.

66 The descendants of Gershon received an allotment
of thirteen cities from the clans of the tribes of Is-
sachar, Asher, Naphtali, and the half-tribe of Man-
asseh in Bashan.

77 Descendants of Merari by their clans received an al-
lotment of twelve cities from the tribes of Reuben,
Gad, and Zebulun.
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88 The children of Israel allotted the Levites these
cities and their grazing lands, as the LORD command-
ed through Moses.

99 From the tribes of Judah and Simeon they assigned
the following cities with these names. 1010 They were as-
signed to the descendants of Aaron, to the clans of the
Kohathites of the tribe of Levi, for theirs was the first
lot.

1111 They assigned them Kiriath Arba (Arba was the fa-
ther of Anak), which is Hebron, in the hill country of Ju-
dah, and the grazing lands around it. 1212 (Now they had
assigned the city’s fields and its surrounding villages
to Caleb son of Jephunneh as his property.)

1313 So to the descendants of Aaron the priest they as-
signed Hebron (a refuge city for people who commit-
ted manslaughter), Libnah with its pastures, 1414 Jattir,
Eshtemoa, 1515 Holon, Debir, 1616 Ain, Juttah, and Beth
Shemesh, together with the grazing lands of each:
nine cities from these two tribes.

1717 From the tribe of Benjamin thethey assignedy assigned Gibeon,
Geba, 1818 Anathoth, and Almon, together with the graz-
ing lands of each: four cities.

1919 Altogether the descendants of Aaron received thir-
teen cities and their grazing lands.

2020 The rest of the Levites from the clans of the de-
scendants of Kohath received cities allotted from the
tribe of Ephraim.

2121 They assigned them Shechem (a refuge city for
people who committed manslaughter) in the hill coun-
try of Ephraim, Gezer, 2222 Kibzaim, and Beth Horon, to-
gether with the grazing lands of each: four cities.

2323 From the tribe of Dan thethey assignedy assigned Eltekeh, Gib-
bethon, 2424 Aijalon, and Gath Rimmon, together with
the grazing lands of each: four cities.

2525 From the half-tribe of Manasseh they assigned
Taanach and Gath Rimmon, together with the grazing
lands of each: two cities.

2626 Altogether the rest of the clans of the descendants
of Kohath received ten cities and their grazing lands.

2727 From the half-tribe of Manasseh thethey assignedy assigned to
the descendants of Gershon (one of the Levite clans):
Golan in Bashan (a refuge city for people who commit-
ted manslaughter) and Be Eshterah, together with the
grazing lands of each: two cities.

2828 From the tribe of Issachar thethey assignedy assigned Kishion,
Daberath, 2929 Jarmuth, and En Gannim, together with
the grazing lands of each: four cities.

3030 From the tribe of Asher thethey assignedy assigned Mishal, Ab-
don, 3131 Helkath, and Rehob, together with the grazing
lands of each: four cities.

3232 From the tribe of Naphtali thethey assignedy assigned Kedesh in
Galilee (a refuge city for people who committed
manslaughter), Hammoth Dor, and Kartan, together
with the grazing lands of each: three cities.

3333 Altogether the Gershonites according to their
clans received thirteen cities and their grazing lands.

3434 From the tribe of Zebulun thethey assignedy assigned to the de-
scendants of Merari (the remaining Levites): Jokneam,

Kartah, 3535 Dimnah, and Nahalal, together with the
grazing lands of each: four cities.

3636 From the tribe of Reuben thethey assignedy assigned Bezer, Ja-
haz, 3737 Kedemoth, and Mephaath, together with the
grazing lands of each: four cities.

3838 From the tribe of Gad thethey assignedy assigned Ramoth in
Gilead (a refuge city for people who committed
manslaughter), Mahanaim, 3939 Heshbon, and Jazer, to-
gether with the grazing lands of each: four cities in all.

4040 So twelve cities were allotted for the descendants
of Merari according to their clans (the remaining
Levite clans).

4141 Altogether the Levites received forty-eight cities
and their grazing lands within the possessions of the
children of Israel. 4242 Each of these cities had grazing
lands surrounding them. It was this way with all these
cities.

4343 The LORD gave Israel all the land that He swore to
give to their fathers. They took possession of it and
lived in it. 4444 The LORD gave them rest all around, ac-
cording to all that He swore to their fathers. Not a
man among their enemies stood before them, and the
LORD delivered all their enemies into their hands.
4545 Not a single word of all the good things that the
LORD had spoken to the children of Israel failed. They
all came to pass.

The Eastern TThe Eastern Tribes Return Homeribes Return Home

Then Joshua summoned the Reubenites, the
Gadites, and the half-tribe of Manasseh. 22 He

said to them, “You have done everything that Moses
the servant of the LORD commanded you and have
obeyed me in everything that I have commanded you.
33 You have not left your brothers these many days
down to this day, and you have observed the obliga-
tions of the commandment of the LORD your God.
44 Now the LORD your God has given rest to your broth-
ers, as He had said to them. So now, turn and go to
your homes, to the land of your possession, which
Moses the servant of the LORD gave you on the other
side of the Jordan. 55 Only carefully obey the command-
ment and the law that Moses the servant of the LORD
commanded you: to love the LORD your God, to walk
in all His ways, to obey His commandments, to cling to
Him, and to serve Him with all your heart and soul.”

66 Joshua blessed them and sent them off, and they
went to their tents. 77 Moses had assigned land in
Bashan to half the tribe of Manasseh, and to the other
half Joshua assigned land among their brothers on the
west side of the Jordan. When Joshua sent them also
to their homes and blessed them, 88 he said, “Return
home with great wealth, much livestock, silver, gold,
copper, iron, and great quantities of clothing. Divide
the spoil of your enemies among your brothers.”

99 So the Reubenites, Gadites, and the half-tribe of
Manasseh left the children of Israel at Shiloh in the
land of Canaan to go to the land of Gilead, the land of
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their possession, according to the word of the LORD
through Moses.

1010 The tribes of Reuben, Gad, and the half-tribe of
Manasseh came near the Jordan in the land of Canaan
and built a very large altar by the Jordan. 1111 The chil-
dren of Israel heard someone say, “The tribes of
Reuben, Gad, and the half-tribe of Manasseh have
built an altar by the land of Canaan by the Jordan on
the Israelite side.” 1212 When the children of Israel heard
this, they assembled the whole congregation of the
children of Israel at Shiloh to go up against them in
war.

1313 Then the children of Israel sent Phinehas, son of
Eleazar the priest, to the sons of Reuben, to the sons
of Gad, and to the half-tribe of Manasseh, into the
land of Gilead, 1414 and with him ten chiefs, one chief
each for each father’s household of every tribe of Is-
rael; and each one of them was the head of his fa-
ther’s house among the thousands of Israel.

1515 They came to the tribes of Reuben, Gad, and the
half-tribe of Manasseh in the land of Gilead and said
to them, 1616 “The whole congregation of the LORD says,
‘What is this trespass you have committed against the
God of Israel? Today you have turned from following
the LORD by building yourselves an altar to rebel
against Him! 1717 Is the sin of Peor, from which we have
still not purified ourselves even today, not enough for
us, which brought a plague upon the congregation of
the LORD 1818 that today you have turned away from fol-
lowing the LORD ?

“‘If today you are rebelling against the LORD , then
tomorrow He will be angry with the whole congrega-
tion of Israel! 1919 If indeed your own land is unclean,
then cross over to the land of the LORD where the
tabernacle of the LORD stands and take land among
us. Yet do not rebel against the LORD or rebel against
us by building an altar other than the altar of the
LORD our God. 2020 Did not Achan son of Zerah commit a
trespass in the things under the ban, and wrath fall on
all the congregation of Israel? And that man did not
perish alone in his iniquity.’”

2121 Then the tribes of Reuben, Gad, and the half-tribe
of Manasseh answered and said to the heads of the Is-
raelite clans, 2222 “The LORD God of gods, the LORD God
of gods, He knows, and may Israel know—if we havehave
actedacted in rebellion or disloyalty against the LORD , do
not spare us today. 2323 If we have built an altar to turn
away from following the LORD , to offer burnt offer-
ings and grain offerings or make peace offerings upon
it, may the LORD Himself demand an accountan account .

2424 “We did this deed because we were worried that in
the future your descendants might say, ‘What have
you to do with the LORD God of Israel? 2525 The LORD
made the Jordan a boundary between us and you, the
descendants of Reuben and Gad. You have no share in
the LORD !’ In this way your descendants might make
our descendants to stop worshipping the LORD .

2626 “So we said to each other, ‘Let us build this altar,
not for burnt offering or sacrifice, 2727 but as a witness
for us, for you, and for the generations after us, that
we may perform the service of the LORD before Him
with our burnt offerings, sacrifices, and peace offer-
ings, and in the future your descendants will not be
able to say to our descendants, “You have no share in
the LORD !” ’

2828 “Therefore we said, ‘In the future, if they say this to
us or to our descendants, we will say, “Look at the
replica of the altar of the LORD that our fathers made,
not for burnt offerings or sacrifices, but as a witness
between you and us.” ’

2929 “God forbid that we should rebel against the LORD
by turning from following the LORD today by building
an altar for burnt offerings, grain offerings, and sacri-
fices other than the altar of the LORD God that stands
before His tabernacle!”

3030 When Phinehas the priest, the leaders of the con-
gregation, and the heads of the Israelite clans who
were with him heard what the descendants of Reuben,
Gad, and Manasseh said, it pleased them. 3131 Phinehas
son of Eleazar the priest said to the descendants of
Reuben, Gad, and Manasseh, “Today we know that the
LORD is in our midst because you did not violate your
obligations to the LORD in this mattermatter . Indeed, you
have delivered the children of Israel from the judg-
ment of the LORD .”

3232 Then Phinehas son of Eleazar the priest and the
leaders returned from meetingmeeting the descendants of
Reuben and Gad in the land of Gilead to the children
of Israel in the land of Canaan. They brought back a
report. 3333 This report was good in the eyes of the chil-
dren of Israel, and the children of Israel blessed God.
They decided not to make war against the descen-
dants of Reuben and Gad to ruin the land in which
they lived.

3434 The descendants of Reuben and Gad named the
altar WitnessWitness , “For it is a witness between us that the
LORD is God.”

JoshuaJoshua’’s Chars Charge to the Leadersge to the Leaders

A long time later, after the LORD had given Is-
rael rest from all their enemies around them,

Joshua was old and advanced in years. 22 Joshua called
for all Israel, their elders, clan heads, judges, and offi-
cials, and said to them, “I am old and advanced in
years. 33 You have seen all that the LORD your God did
to all these peoples before you, for it is the LORD your
God who has waged war for you. 44 See, I have allotted
to you as an inheritance the land ofthe land of these peoples who
remain, along with the land ofthe land of the peoples whom I de-
feated, from the Jordan to the MediterrMediterraneananean Sea in
the west. 55 The LORD your God will drive them out and
dispossess them from before you, and you will inherit
their land, as the LORD your God told you.

66 “Now be very strong to observe and enact all that is
written in the Book of the Law of Moses, so that you
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do not deviate from it to the right or the left. 77 Do not
assimilate with these peoples remaining among you.
Do not invoke the names of their gods, nor swear by,
serve, or worship them. 88 Instead, cling to the LORD
your God, as you have done until today.

99 “For the LORD has dispossessed before you great
and mighty peoples, and as for you, not a single man
has been able to stand against you until today. 1010 One
man from among you can make a thousand flee, for it
is the LORD your God who wages war for you, as He
told you. 1111 Now be careful, therefore, to love the LORD
your God!

1212 “For if you should turn and cling to the remainder
of these peoples who are left with you, and you inter-
marry and assimilate with them, and they with you,
1313 know for certain that the LORD your God will no
longer drive out these nations from before you. But
they shall be snares and traps to you, a whip on your
sides and thorns in your eyes, until you perish from off
this good ground that the LORD your God has given
you.

1414 “Now, I am going the way of all the earth. You
know in all your hearts and souls that not a single
word has failed out of all the good things that the
LORD your God has said concerning you. All came true
for you. Not a single word among them failed. 1515 So
just as every good thing that the LORD your God said
to you came to be, even so the LORD can bring every
bad thing upon you until He has destroyed you from
this good land that the LORD your God gave you. 1616 If
you break the covenant of the LORD your God that He
commanded you, and go and serve other gods and
worship them, the anger of the LORD will burn against
you, and you will quickly perish from the good land
that He gave you.”

CoCovenant Renevenant Renewed at Shechemwed at Shechem

Joshua called for all the Israelite tribes at
Shechem and summoned the elders, clan

heads, judges, and officials of Israel. They presented
themselves before God.

22 Joshua said to all the people, “Thus says the LORD
God of Israel: Long ago your fathers—Terah father of
Abraham and Nahor—lived beyond the Euphrates ††

and served other gods. 33 I took your father Abraham
from beyond the Euphrates, †††† brought him through all
the land of Canaan, and gave him many descendants.
To him I gave Isaac. 44 To Isaac I gave Jacob and Esau,
and to Esau I gave Mount Seir for his inheritance, but
Jacob and his descendants went down into Egypt.

55 “I sent Moses and Aaron, I struck Egypt down with
all I did in their midst, and afterward I brought you
out. 66 I brought your fathers out of Egypt, then you
came to the sea. The Egyptians pursued your fathers
with chariots and horsemen to the Red Sea. 77 YYour fa-our fa-
thersthers cried out to the LORD , and He placed darkness
between you and the Egyptians. He made the sea

† Euphrates River. †† Euphrates River.

come upon them and cover them. Your own eyes saw
what I did to Egypt, and you lived in the wilderness a
long time.

88 “I brought you to the land of the Amorites who
lived on the other side of the Jordan. They waged war
against you, but I gave them into your hand so that
you might inherit their land, and I destroyed them be-
fore you. 99 Then Balak son of Zippor, king of Moab,
arose and waged war against Israel. He called for Bal-
aam son of Beor to curse you, 1010 but I refused to listen
to Balaam. Therefore he blessed you still, and I deliv-
ered you out of his hand.

1111 “You crossed the Jordan and came to Jericho. The
leaders of Jericho, along with the Amorites, Perizzites,
Canaanites, Hittites, Girgashites, Hivites, and Je-
busites, waged war against you, but I gave them into
your hand. 1212 I sent the hornet and drove out the two
Amorite kings from before you, but not with your
sword or your bow. 1313 I gave you a land for which you
did not work, and cities that you did not build. You live
in them, and you are eating from the produce of vine-
yards and olive groves you did not plant.

1414 “Now fear the LORD , and serve Him with sincerity
and faithfulness. Put away the gods your fathers
served beyond the River ‡‡ and in Egypt. Serve the
LORD . 1515 If it is displeasing to you to serve the LORD ,
then choose today whom you will serve, if it should be
the gods your fathers served beyond the River ‡†‡† or the
gods of the Amorites’ land where you are now living.
Yet as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD .”

1616 The people answered and said, “God forbid that
we forsake the LORD and serve other gods! 1717 For it is
the LORD our God who brought us and our fathers out
from slavery in the land of Egypt and performed these
great signs in our sight and guarded us all the way
that we went and among all the peoples through
whom we passed. 1818 The LORD drove out before us all
the people, even the Amorites, who lived in the land.
So we will indeed serve the LORD , for He is our God.”

1919 Then Joshua said to the people, “You are not able
to serve the LORD , for He is a holy God. He is a jeal-
ous God, and He will not forgive your transgressions
nor your sins. 2020 If you forsake the LORD and serve for-
eign gods, then He will turn, bring disaster upon you,
and finish you off, after having been good to you.”

2121 The people said to Joshua, “No, we will serve the
LORD !”

2222 Joshua said to the people, “You are witnesses
against yourselves, that you have chosen the LORD ,
to serve Him.”

Then they said, “We are witnesses.”
2323 “Now then,” he said, “put away the foreign gods in

your midst, and stretch out your hearts to the LORD
God of Israel!”

2424 The people said to Joshua, “It is the LORD our God
we will serve, and His voice that we will obey.”

‡ Euphrates River. ‡† Euphrates River.
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2525 So that day Joshua made a covenant for the people
and established regulations and laws for them at
Shechem. 2626 Joshua wrote these words in the Book of
the Law of God. He took a large stone and set it up un-
der the oak by the sanctuary of the LORD .

2727 Joshua said to all the people, “See, this stone will
be a witness for us, for it has heard all the words of
the LORD that He spoke to us. It will be a witness for
us, lest you deny your God.”

2828 Then Joshua sent the people away, each man to his
inheritance.

JoshuaJoshua’’s Death and Burials Death and Burial
2929 After these events took place, Joshua son of Nun,

the servant of the LORD , died at the age of one hun-
dred and ten. 3030 They buried him in the territory of his

inheritance in Timnath Serah, which is in the hill coun-
try of Ephraim north of Mount Gaash.

3131 Israel served the LORD all the days of Joshua and
of the elders who outlived Joshua and had known all
the deeds that the LORD had done for Israel.

3232 They buried the bones of Joseph, which the chil-
dren of Israel had brought out of Egypt, in Shechem in
the part of the field that Jacob bought from the de-
scendants of Hamor the father of Shechem for one
hundred pieces of silver. †† It became an inheritance of
the descendants of Joseph.

3333 Eleazar son of Aaron died, and they buried him at
Gibeah, the town of Phinehas his son, which was in
the hill country of Ephraim.

† Heb. a a hundred kesitahs; a kesitah was a coin of unknown
weight and value.
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JUDGESJUDGES
The book of Judges was likely written between 1045 and 1000 BC. Jewish tradition attributes Samuel with the
authorship of Judges. The book was later edited in about 1000 BC, after the monarchy had been established.
The setting is ancient Canaan. Its theme of defeat and deliverance carries through the military rule (called
judges) of twelve men and one woman. After Joshua’s death the lack of strong central leadership led to dissen-
sion among the people and oppression from surrounding nations. During this time of national decline, when
“everyone did what was right in his own eyes,” the judges led Israel. The pattern of Judges is clear: People
abandon God; God punishes them by allowing a foreign power to oppress them; the people cry out for deliver-
ance; and God raises up a deliverer—a judge.

IsrIsrael Fights Remaining Canaanitesael Fights Remaining Canaanites

After the death of Joshua, the children of Israel
inquired of the LORD , “Who should go up against

the Canaanites first, in order to wage war against
them?”

22 The LORD said, “Judah shall go up. Indeed, I have
given the land into their hands.”

33 Then the men of Judah said to Simeon, their broth-
ers, “Come up with us into our allotted territory. We
will wage war against the Canaanites. Likewise we will
go with you into your allotted territory.” So Simeon
went with them.

44 Then Judah went up, and the LORD gave the
Canaanites and Perizzites into their hands. They struck
down ten thousand men in Bezek. 55 They found Adoni-
Bezek in Bezek and fought against him. They struck
down the Canaanites and Perizzites. 66 Yet Adoni-Bezek
fled, and they chased after him, seized him, and cut
off his thumbs and big toes.

77 Adoni-Bezek said, “Seventy kings whose thumbs
and big toes were cut off once collected scraps of food
under my table. Just as I have done, so God has repaid
me.” They brought him to Jerusalem, and he died
there.

88 Then Judah waged war against Jerusalem. They
captured it, struck it with the edge of the sword, and
sent the city up in flames.

99 Afterwards, Judah went down to wage war against
the Canaanites living in the hill country, the Negev,
and the lowlands. 1010 Judah went against the Canaan-
ites living in Hebron (previously the name of Hebron
was Kiriath Arba) and they struck down Sheshai, Ahi-
man, and Talmai.

1111 From there they went against the inhabitants of
Debir (previously the name of Debir was Kiriath
Sepher). 1212 Caleb said, “He who attacks Kiriath Sepher
and takes it, I will give him my daughter Aksah as
wife.” 1313 Othniel son of Kenaz, the younger brother of

Caleb, captured it. So Caleb gave him Aksah his
daughter in marriage.

1414 When she came to Othniel, she urged him to ask
her father for a field. As she dismounted from her
donkey, Caleb said to her, “What can I do for you?”

1515 She answered, “Please give me a special gift. Since
you have given me land in the Negev, now give me
springs of water.” So Caleb gave her the upper and
lower springs.

1616 The descendants of Moses’ father-in-law, the Ken-
ite, went up with the descendants of Judah from the
City of Palms to the Negev near Arad. Then they went
and lived with the people.

1717 But Judah went with his brother Simeon and struck
down the Canaanites living in Zephath and utterly de-
stroyed it. So now they call the city Hormah. 1818 Then Ju-
dah captured Gaza, Ashkelon, Ekron, and the territory
belonging to each of these cities.

1919 The LORD was with Judah, and they took the hill
country but could not drive out the inhabitants of the
coastal plain, for they had iron chariots. 2020 They gave
Hebron to Caleb, as Moses had said, and he drove out
the three sons of Anak. 2121 However, the tribe of Ben-
jamin did not drive out the Jebusites living in
Jerusalem, so the Jebusites live with the tribe of Ben-
jamin in Jerusalem to this day.

2222 The descendants of Joseph went up against Bethel,
and the LORD was with them. 2323 The descendants of
Joseph sent spies into Bethel (the former name of the
city was Luz). 2424 The spies saw a man coming out of the
city and said to him, “Please show us the entrance to
the city, and we will deal kindly with you.” 2525 So he
showed them an entrance to the city. They struck the
city with the edge of the sword, but they let the man
and his extended family go. 2626 The man went to the
land of the Hittites. He built a city and named it Luz,
and that is its name to this day.

2727 Manasseh did not drive out the inhabitants of Beth
Shan, Taanach, Dor, Ibleam, Megiddo, or their daugh-
ter villages, for the Canaanites were determined to live
in that land. 2828 When the children of Israel became
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strong, they put the Canaanites to hard labor as
slaves, but they did not actually drive them out.
2929 Ephraim did not drive out the inhabitants of Gezer,
so the Canaanites lived among them in Gezer. 3030 Zebu-
lun did not drive out the inhabitants of Kitron and Na-
halol, so the Canaanites lived among them and be-
came slave laborers. 3131 Asher did not drive out the in-
habitants of Akko, Sidon, Ahlab, Akzib, Helbah, Aphek,
or Rehob. 3232 Asher lived among the Canaanites, the in-
habitants of the land, for they did not drive them out.
3333 Naphtali did not drive out the inhabitants of Beth
Shemesh or Beth Anath, so they live among the
Canaanites, the inhabitants of the land. The Canaan-Canaan-
itesites of Beth Shemesh and Beth Anath became slave la-
borers for them. 3434 The Amorites pushed the tribe of
Dan into the hill country, for they would not let them
come down to the coastal plain. 3535 The Amorites were
determined to live in Mount Heres, Aijalon, and Shaal-
bim, but the hand of the descendants of Joseph was
heavy on themon them , and they became slave laborers.
3636 The border of the Amorites was from the Ascent of
Akrabbim to Sela and beyond.

The Angel of theThe Angel of the LLORDORD at Bokimat Bokim

The angel †† of the LORD went up from Gilgal to
Bokim and said, “I brought you up from Egypt and

brought you into the land that I promised your fa-
thers. I said, ‘I will never break My covenant with you,
22 but you must not make a pact with the inhabitants of
this land, and you must tear down their altars.’ Yet you
have not obeyed Me. What is this you have done? 33 So
now I say, ‘I will not drive them out before you. They
will be thorns in your sides, and their gods will be a
snare to you.’”

44 When the angel of the LORD spoke these words to
all the children of Israel, the people raised their voices
and wept aloud. 55 They named that place Bokim and
sacrificed to the LORD there.

The Death of JoshuaThe Death of Joshua
66 When Joshua dismissed the people, each Israelite

went to his inheritance to possess the land. 77 So the
people served the LORD all the days of Joshua, and all
the days of the elders who outlived Joshua, who had
seen all the great works that the LORD had done for
Israel.

88 Joshua, the son of Nun, the servant of the LORD ,
died at the age of one hundred and ten. 99 They buried
him in the territory of his inheritance in Timnath
Heres, in the hill country of Ephraim, north of Mount
Gaash.

1010 That entire generation passed away, and after
them grew up a generation who did not know the
LORD or the deeds that He had done for Israel.

† At times the Lord speaks directly through an angel (cf. the
story of the burning bush in Ex 3:2–4).

IsrIsrael’ael’s Unfaithfulnesss Unfaithfulness
1111 The children of Israel did evil in the sight of the

LORD and served the Baals. 1212 They abandoned the
LORD God of their fathers, who brought them out of
the land of Egypt. They followed after other gods, the
gods of the peoples around them. They worshipped
them and provoked the LORD to anger. 1313 They aban-
doned the LORD and served Baal and the Ashtoreths.
1414 The anger of the LORD burned against Israel, and
He gave them into the hands of those who plundered
them; and He sold them into the hands of their ene-
mies around them, so that they were no longer able to
stand against their enemies. 1515 Whenever they
marched out, the hand of the LORD was against them
to bring disaster, as the LORD had said and as He had
sworn to them. They were in great distress.

1616 Then the LORD raised up judges who delivered
them from the hand of those who plundered them.
1717 Yet they would not listen to their judges, for they
prostituted themselves to other gods and worshipped
them. They quickly turned aside from the path their fa-
thers had walked, who had obeyed the command-
ments of the LORD . They did not do as their fathersas their fathers
had donehad done . 1818 When the LORD raised up judges for
them, the LORD was with the judge and delivered
them from the hand of their enemies all the days of
the judge; for their groaning before their oppressors
and tormentors grieved the LORD . 1919 When the judge
died, the people turned back and acted more wickedly
than their fathers, pursuing other gods to serve and
worship them. They would not give up their practices
and obstinate ways.

2020 The anger of the LORD burned against Israel, and
He said, “Because this nation has violated My covenant
that I commanded their fathers and has not heeded
My voice, 2121 I will no longer drive out from before them
any of the nations that Joshua left when he died, 2222 so
that through them I may test Israel and see whether
or not they will keep the ways of the LORD , to walk in
them as their fathers did.” 2323 So the LORD left those
nations, not hurrying to drive them out; and He did
not deliver them into the hand of Joshua.

Now these are the nations that the LORD left to
test those in Israel who had not experienced war

in Canaan 22 (so that laterlater generations of the children of
Israel who did not know warwar before might know it, to
teach them how to fight): 33 the five Philistine lords, all
the Canaanites, the Sidonians, and the Hivites living
on Mount Lebanon, from Mount Baal Hermon to Lebo
Hamath. 44 They were to test Israel, in order to know if
they would obey the commandments of the LORD ,
which He commanded their fathers by the hand of
Moses.

55 The children of Israel lived among the Canaanites,
Hittites, Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites, and Jebusites.
66 They took their daughters for themselves as wives,
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and gave their own daughters to their sons, and
served their gods.

OthnielOthniel
77 The children of Israel did what was evil in the sight

of the LORD . They forgot the LORD their God and
served the Baals and the Asherahs. 88 The anger of the
LORD burned against Israel, and He sold them into the
hands of Cushan-Rishathaim, king of Mesopotamia.
The children of Israel served Cushan-Rishathaim for
eight years. 99 Then the children of Israel cried out to
the LORD , and the LORD raised up a deliverer in order
to save the children of Israel—Othniel son of Kenaz,
the younger brother of Caleb. 1010 The Spirit of the LORD
came on him, and he judged Israel. He went out to
battle, and the LORD gave Cushan-Rishathaim, king of
Mesopotamia, into his hands, so that OthnielOthniel over-
powered Cushan-Rishathaim. 1111 The land rested forty
years, then Othniel son of Kenaz died.

EhudEhud
1212 Then the children of Israel once more did what

was evil in the sight of the LORD , so the LORD
strengthened King Eglon of Moab against Israel be-
cause they had done what was evil in the sight of the
LORD . 1313 Eglon joined forces with the Ammonites and
Amalekites; then he went and attacked Israel and took
possession of the City of Palms. 1414 The children of Is-
rael served King Eglon of Moab for eighteen years.

1515 Then the children of Israel cried out to the LORD ,
and the LORD raised up a deliverer—Ehud son of Gera
the Benjamite, a left-handed man. The children of Is-
rael sent a tribute payment by him to King Eglon of
Moab. 1616 Ehud made a cubit-long †† two-edged sword
for himself and strapped it onto his right thigh under
his cloak. 1717 He brought the tribute payment to King
Eglon of Moab. Now Eglon was a very fat man. 1818 When
Ehud finished offering the tribute payment, he sent
away the people who carried it. 1919 But he himself
turned back from the stone idols that were at Gilgal,
and said, “I have a secret message for you, O king.”

And he said, “Keep silence!” And all who attended
him departed from him.

2020 Ehud approached him as he was sitting alone in
his cool upper chamber. Ehud said, “I have a message
from God for you.” And EglonEglon rose from his seat.
2121 Then Ehud reached with his left hand, drew the
sword from his right thigh, and plunged it into the bel-
ly of EglonEglon . 2222 The hilt went in after the blade and the
fat closed over the blade and his entrails came out, for
he did not pull the sword out of the belly of Eglon.
2323 Then Ehud went out to the entrance hall and closed
the doors of the upper chamber on him and locked
them.

2424 When he went out, the servants of EglonEglon came.
They looked and noticed the doors of the upper cham-

† About 18 inches, or 45 centimeters.

ber were locked. They thought, “Surely he is attending
to his needs in the cool chamber.” 2525 They waited until
they were embarrassed, but he still did not open the
doors of the upper chamber. So they took a key and
opened it. There, fallen dead on the floor, was their
lord.

2626 Yet Ehud escaped while they were waiting. He
passed the sacred stones and escaped to Seirah. 2727 Up-
on his arrival, he blew a ram’s horn trumpet in the hill
country of Ephraim. Then the children of Israel went
down with him from the hill country, and he led them.

2828 He said to them, “Follow me, for the LORD has giv-
en your enemies the Moabites into your hands.” They
followed him, and they captured the Jordan fords lead-
ing to Moab. They did not let anyone cross. 2929 They
struck down about ten thousand Moabites, all strong
and valorous men, and not a single man escaped. 3030 So
Moab was humbled under the hand of Israel that day,
and the land had peace for eighty years.

ShamgarShamgar
3131 After EhudEhud was Shamgar son of Anath. He struck

down six hundred Philistine men with an ox goad. He
also saved Israel.

DeborDeborahah

When Ehud was dead, the children of Israel once
more did what was evil in the sight of the LORD .

22 The LORD sold them into the hands of King Jabin of
Canaan, who ruled in Hazor. The commander of his
army was Sisera. He lived in Harosheth Haggoyim.
33 The children of Israel cried out to the LORD , for Sis-Sis-
ereraa had nine hundred iron chariots and had forcefully
oppressed the children of Israel for twenty years.

44 Now Deborah, the wife of Lappidoth, was a
prophetess. She judged Israel at that time. 55 She would
sit under the palm tree of Deborah between Ramah
and Bethel in the hill country of Ephraim. The children
of Israel would go up to her for her to rher to renderender judg-
ment. 66 She sent for Barak son of Abinoam from
Kedesh in Naphtali and said to him, “The LORD God of
Israel commands you, ‘Go and deploy troops at Mount
Tabor, and take ten thousand men from the tribes of
Naphtali and Zebulun with you. 77 I will draw Sisera, the
commander of the army of Jabin, with his chariots and
large army to you at the River Kishon and give him in-
to your hands.’”

88 Barak said to her, “If you will go with me, then I will
go, but if you will not go with me, then I will not go.”

99 She said, “I will indeed go with you. However, the
way you are going will gain you no glory, for the LORD
will deliver Sisera into the hand of a woman.” Then
Deborah got up and went with Barak to Kedesh.
1010 Barak called Zebulun and Naphtali to Kedesh. Ten
thousand men went up on foot with him, and Deborah
went up with him alsoalso .
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1111 Now Heber the Kenite had moved away from the
Kenites, who were descendants of Hobab, Moses’ fa-
ther-in-law. He pitched his tent at the oak in Zaanan-
nim, near Kedesh.

1212 Then they told Sisera that Barak son of Abinoam
had gone up to Mount Tabor. 1313 So Sisera summoned
all his nine hundred iron chariots and all the people
with him, from Harosheth Haggoyim to the River
Kishon.

1414 Then Deborah said to Barak, “Get up, for this is the
day that the LORD has given Sisera into your hands.
Has not the LORD gone out before you?” So Barak
went down from Mount Tabor with ten thousand men
behind him. 1515 The LORD routed Sisera and all of his
chariots and all of his army with the edge of the sword
in front of Barak. Sisera dismounted his chariot and
fled on foot. 1616 Barak chased after the chariots and the
army as far as Harosheth Haggoyim. The whole army
of Sisera fell by the edge of the sword. Not a single
man survived.

1717 Sisera fled on foot to the tent of Jael, the wife of
Heber the Kenite, for there was peace between King
Jabin of Hazor and the family of Heber the Kenite.

1818 Jael went out to meet Sisera and said to him, “Turn
aside, my lord. Turn aside to me. Do not be afraid.” So
he turned aside to her into the tent, and she covered
him with a rug.

1919 He said to her, “Please give me a little water to
drink, for I am thirsty.” So she opened a leather milk
container, gave it to him to drink, and covered him.

2020 He said to her, “Stand in the entrance to the tent,
and if anyone comes and asks you, ‘Is there a man
here?’ then you say, ‘No.’”

2121 Then Jael the wife of Heber took a tent peg and a
hammer in her hand and went quietly to him, for he
was fast asleep and tired. She drove the tent peg into
his temple, and it went down into the ground, so he
died.

2222 Now as Barak had been chasing Sisera, Jael came
out to meet him and said, “Come, and I will show you
the man whom you seek.” When he came in, there was
Sisera fallen dead with a tent peg in his temple.

2323 So God humbled King Jabin of Canaan before the
children of Israel that day. 2424 The children of Israel
grew more and more powerful over King Jabin of
Canaan until he was no more.

The Song of DeborThe Song of Deborahah

On that day, Deborah and Barak son of Abinoam
sang:

22 “When the leaders in Israel lead,
when the people freely volunteer,
bless the LORD !

33 “Hear, O kings! Listen, O rulers!
I will sing to the LORD ;
I will sing praise to the LORD God of Israel.

44 “ LORD , when You went out from Seir,
when You marched from the land of Edom,

the ground shook and the skies poured,
indeed, the dense clouds poured water.

55 The mountains quaked before the LORD ,
this very Sinai, before the LORD God of Israel.

66 “In the days of Shamgar son of Anath,
in the days of Jael, mainmain roads were abandoned
and travelers used roundabout paths.

77 Village life ceased. It ceased
until I, Deborah, arose;
I arose likelike a mother in Israel.

88 They were choosing new gods,
and warfare was at the city gates,

but not a shield or spear was to be seen
among forty thousand in Israel.

99 My heart is with the rulers of Israel
who offered themselves willingly among the people.
Bless the LORD !

1010 “You who ride on white donkeys,
you who sit in judges’ attire,
you who walk on the road,

1111 consider the voice of those who distribute water
among the watering places.

There they tell of the righteous deeds of the LORD ,
the righteous deeds of villagers in Israel.

“Then the people of the LORD
go down to the gates.

1212 Awake, awake, Deborah!
Awake, awake, sing a song!

Stand up, Barak,
and capture your prisoners, son of Abinoam!

1313 “The survivors
came down to the nobles;

the people of the LORD
came down for me against the mighty.

1414 Some came from Ephraim, whose roots were in
Amalek,

following you, Benjamin, with your people.
From Makir rulers came down,
and from Zebulun those who carry the staff of a

scribe.
1515 The princes of Issachar were with Deborah,
and Issachar was with Barak;
they were sent into the valley on foot.

Among the clans of Reuben
there was great resolve of heart.

1616 Why do you sit among the sheepfolds
to hear playing of pipes for the flocks?

In the clans of Reuben
there was much searching of heart.

1717 Gilead stayed beyond the Jordan.
As for Dan, why did he stay with the ships?

Asher stayed by the seacoast
and settled by its bays.

1818 Zebulun is a people who risked their lives to the
point ofpoint of death,

Naphtali also, on the heights of the battlefield.
1919 “Kings came to wage war.
The kings of Canaan waged war
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in Taanach, by the waters of Megiddo;
they took no money as profit.

2020 From the heavens the stars fought,
from their courses they fought against Sisera.

2121 The torrent of Kishon swept them away,
that ancient torrent, the torrent of Kishon.
My soul, march on in strength!

2222 Then horses’ hooves pounded,
the galloping, galloping of his steeds.

2323 Curse Meroz, said the angel of the LORD ,
curse its inhabitants,

for they did not come to the aid of the LORD ,
to the aid of the LORD against the mighty warriors.

2424 “Most blessed of women is Jael,
the wife of Heber the Kenite,
most blessed of tent-dwelling women.

2525 He asked for water, she gave him milk.
In a magnificent bowl she brought cream.

2626 Her hand on a tent peg,
her right hand on a workman’s hammer;

she struck Sisera, she crushed his skull,
she shattered and pierced his temple.

2727 Between her feet he sank, he fell, he lay;
between her feet he sank, he fell;
where he sank, there he fell, overpowered.

2828 “The mother of Sisera looked through the window,
and cried out through the lattice,

‘Why is his chariot so late?
Why is the sound of his war chariots so delayed?’

2929 Her wise attendants answered her,
indeed, she replied to herself,

3030 ‘Are they not finding and dividing the spoils:
a girl or two for each man;
dyed garments as plunder for Sisera,
dyed and embroidered garments,
two pieces of dyed embroidery

for the neck of the looter?’
3131 “May all Your enemies perish like this, O LORD !
But may those who love Him rise like the sun
when it rises in full strength.”
Then the land was at peace for forty years.

GideonGideon

The children of Israel did evil in the sight of the
LORD , so the LORD gave them into the hands of

Midian for seven years. 22 The hands of Midian domi-
nated Israel, and because of Midian the children of Is-
rael made hiding places for themselves in the moun-
tains, caves, and strongholds. 33 Whenever Israel would
plant crops, the Midianites, Amalekites, and the peo-
ple from the east would come up against them. 44 Then
they would make camp by them and ruin crops of the
land all the way to Gaza. They did not leave any provi-
sions behind in Israel—neither sheep, nor cattle, nor
donkeys. 55 For they came with their livestock and tents
like a swarm of locusts. They and their camels were
too numerous to count, and they came into the land to

destroy it. 66 Israel was made weak before Midian and
cried out to the LORD .

77 When the children of Israel cried out to the LORD
because of Midian, 88 the LORD sent them a prophet
who said, “Thus says the LORD God of Israel: I brought
you up from Egypt and out of that place of slavery. 99 I
delivered you from the hands of Egypt and all your op-
pressors. I drove them out from before you and gave
you their land. 1010 I said to you, ‘I am the LORD your
God. Do not worship the gods of the Amorites in
whose land you are living.’ But you have disobeyed
Me.”

1111 Now the angel †† of the LORD came and sat under
the oak tree in Ophrah belonging to Joash the
Abiezrite. Gideon his son was threshing wheat in a
winepress to hide it from the Midianites. 1212 The angel
of the LORD appeared and said to him, “The LORD is
with you, O mighty man of valor.”

1313 Then Gideon said to him, “O my lord, if the LORD is
with us, then why has all this happened to us? Where
are all His miracles that our fathers told us about?
They said, ‘Did not the LORD bring us out of Egypt?’ Yet
now the LORD has forsaken us and delivered us into
the hands of the Midianites.”

1414 Then the LORD turned to him and said, “Go in this
strength of yours. Save Israel from the control of Midi-
an. Have I not sent you?”

1515 And he said to Him, “O my Lord, how can I save Is-
rael? Indeed my clan is the weakest in Manasseh, and I
am the youngest in my father’s house.”

1616 Then the LORD said to him, “But I will be with you,
and you will strike the Midianites as one man.”

1717 And he said to Him, “If I have found favor in Your
sight, give me a sign that it is You who are speaking
with me. 1818 Please do not depart from here until I
come to You and bring out my gift and set it before
You.”

And He said, “I will stay until you return.”
1919 So Gideon went and prepared a young goat and

unleavened bread from an ephah of flour. He put the
meat in a basket, and he put the broth in a pot, and
brought them out and offered them to Him under the
oak.

2020 And the angel of God said to him, “Take the meat
and the unleavened bread, lay them on this rock, and
pour out the broth.” And so he did. 2121 The angel of the
LORD reached out the tip of the staff that was in His
hand and touched the meat and unleavened flatbread.
Fire rose out of the rock and consumed the meat and
unleavened bread. Then the angel of the LORD depart-
ed from his sight. 2222 Then Gideon perceived that it was
indeed the angel of the LORD . So Gideon said, “Alas, O
Lord GOD ! I have seen the angel of the LORD face to
face.”

2323 Then the LORD said to him, “Peace be with you. Do
not be afraid. You will not die.”

† At times the Lord speaks directly through an angel (cf. the
story of the burning bush in Ex 3:2–4).
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2424 Then Gideon built an altar for the LORD there and
called it The LORD Is Peace. Even to this day it stands
in Ophrah of the Abiezrites.

2525 That night the LORD said to him, “Take a bull from
your father’s herd and a second bull seven years old.
Tear down your father’s Baal altar and cut down the
Asherah pole beside it. 2626 Then build an altar to the
LORD your God on top of this stronghold in an orderly
way. Take the second bull and offer it as a burnt offer-
ing with the wood of the Asherah pole that you will cut
down.”

2727 So Gideon took ten men from among his slaves
and did as the LORD had told him, but because he was
too afraid of the rthe rest ofest of his father’s household and the
men of the city to do it by day, he did it at night.

2828 When the men of the city got up early in the morn-
ing, the altar of Baal was torn down, the Asherah pole
beside it was cut down, and the second bull had been
offered on the neneww altar that had been built.

2929 They said to each other, “Who has done this?”
When they had inquired and asked, they responded,

“Gideon son of Joash has done this.”
3030 Then the men of the city said to Joash, “Bring out

your son so that he may die, for he tore down the altar
of Baal and cut down the Asherah pole beside it.”

3131 Joash then said to all who stood against him,
“Would you plead for Baal? Would you save him? Who-
ever fights for him will be killed by morning. If BaalBaal is a
god, let him fight for himself, for someone has torn
down his altar.” 3232 Therefore on that day he called him
Jerub-Baal, saying, “Let Baal fight him, for he tore
down the altar of Baalof Baal .”

3333 All the Midianites, Amalekites, and the people from
the east gathered together, and they crossed over,
and camped in the Valley of Jezreel. 3434 The Spirit of the
LORD enveloped Gideon. He blew a ram’s horn trum-
pet, and the Abiezrites assembled behind him. 3535 He
sent messengers throughout all of Manasseh and they
assembled behind him as well. He alsoalso sent messen-
gers to Asher, Zebulun, and Naphtali, so these tribesthese tribes
came up to meet them.

3636 Gideon said to God, “If You will use my hands to
save Israel, as You have said— 3737 I am placing a fleece
of wool on the threshing floor. If there is dew on the
fleece only and all of the ground remains dry, then I
will know that You will save Israel with my hands, as
You have said.” 3838 So it happened. He got up early the
next morning and squeezed the fleece. Enough dew
poured out of the fleece to fill a bowlful of water.

3939 Then Gideon said to God, “Do not let Your anger
burn against me as I speak only one mormoree time. Please
let me perform a test with the fleece one mormoree time.
Please, let the fleece be the only thingthing dry, and let
there be dew on all of the ground.” 4040 So God did this
during that night. Only the fleece was dry, and the
dew was on all the ground.

Gideon Defeats the MidianitesGideon Defeats the Midianites

Then Jerub-Baal (that is, Gideon) and all the peo-
ple who were with him got up early and set up

camp at Harod Spring. There was a camp of Midianites
to the north of them in the valley near the hill of
Moreh. 22 The LORD said to Gideon, “You have too
many people with you for Me to give the Midianites in-
to their hands, lest Israel glorify themselves over Me,
saying, ‘Our own power saved us.’ 33 So now, call out so
the people can hear, ‘Whoever is afraid or anxious may
turn back and leave Mount Gilead.’” So twenty-two
thousand from among the people turned back, and
ten thousand were left.

44 But the LORD said to Gideon, “There are still too
many people. Bring them down to the water, and I will
test them for you there. When I say to you, ‘This one
will go with you,’ he will go with you. Everyone about
whom I will say, ‘This one will not go with you,’ will not
go.”

55 So he brought the people down to the water, and
the LORD said to Gideon, “You shall set apart by him-
self everyone who laps the water with his tongue like
dogs; likewise, everyone who kneels down to drink.”
66 The number of those who lapped, putting their
hands to their mouths, was three hundred. The rest of
the people had knelt to drink water.

77 The LORD said to Gideon, “With three hundred men
who lapped to drink,to drink, I will save you and give the Midi-
anites into your hands. All the rAll the rest ofest of the people
should go home.” 88 So the thrthree hundree hundred mened men took
provisions and ram’s horn trumpets in their hands.
Gideon sent all the otherother Israelite men to their tents,
but he kept the three hundred men.

Now the Midianite camp was below him in the valley.
99 That night the LORD said to him, “Get up and go
down into the camp, for I have given it into your
hands. 1010 Yet if you are afraid to go down, then go
down to the camp with Purah your servant. 1111 Listen to
what they say, and afterward you will be emboldened
to go down to the camp.” So he and Purah his servant
went down near the edge of the camp. 1212 Now the Mid-
ianites, Amalekites, and the Kedemites covered the
valley like locusts; and their camels could not be
counted, for thefor they wery weree as numerous as grgrains ofains of sand
on the seashore.

1313 Gideon came and overheard one man who was
telling his dream to another. The man said, “Listen to a
dream I had. I saw a dry cake of barley bread rolling
into the Midianite camp. It rolled up to a tent and
struck it. It fell, turned upside down, and collapsed.”

1414 The other man responded, “This is none other
than the sword of Gideon son of Joash the Israelite.
God has given Midian and the whole camp into his
hands.”

1515 When Gideon heard the telling of the dream and
its interpretation, he worshipped, returned to the
camp of Israel, and said, “Get up, for the LORD has giv-
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en the Midianite camp into your hands.” 1616 He divided
the three hundred men into three combat units. He
gave all of them ram’s horn trumpets, empty jars, and
torches within the jars.

1717 He said to them, “Look at me and do likewise.
Watch, and when I come to the perimeter of the camp,
do as I do. 1818 When I and all who are with me blow the
horn, then you will blow the horns all around the
camp and shout, ‘For the LORD and for Gideon!’”

1919 So Gideon and a hundred men with him went to
the edge of the camp at the start of the middle night
watch, just as they were setting the watch. Then they
blew the horns and smashed the jars in their hands.
2020 The three combat units blew the horns and broke
the jars. They held the torches in their left hands and
the horns for blowing in their right hands. They called
out, “A sword for the LORD and for Gideon!” 2121 Every
man stood in his place all around the camp, but the
men in the camp ran, shouted, and fled.

2222 When they blew the three hundred horns, the
LORD turned every man’s sword against his fellow
man throughout the camp. The MidianiteMidianite camp fled to
Beth Shittah in the direction of Zererah, up to the bor-
der of Abel Meholah, near Tabbath. 2323 The men of Is-
rael from Naphtali, Asher, and all of Manasseh were
summoned, and they chased after the Midianites.

2424 Now Gideon sent messengers throughout the hill
country of Ephraim, saying, “Come down to engage
Midian in battle. Take control of the water waysways as far
as Beth Barah and the Jordan.”

All the men of Ephraim were summoned, and they
took control of the water waysways as far as Beth Barah
and the Jordan. 2525 They captured Oreb and Zeeb, the
two Midianite commanders. They killed Oreb at the
rock of Oreb and killed Zeeb at the winepress of Zeeb.
They chased after the Midianites and brought the
heads of Oreb and Zeeb to Gideon on the other side of
the Jordan.

Zebah and ZalmunnaZebah and Zalmunna

Then the men of Ephraim said to him, “What
have you done to us by not calling us to go and

wage war against Midian?” They argued heatedly with
him.

22 He said to them, “What have I done now compared
to you? Are not the gleanings of the grapes of Ephraim
better than the harvest of Abiezer? 33 It was into your
hands that God gave the Midianite commanders, Oreb
and Zeeb. What was I able to do compared to you?”
When GideonGideon said this, their anger against him cooled
down.

44 Then Gideon came to the Jordan and crossed over,
he and the three hundred men who were with him, ex-
hausted but still pursuing. 55 He said to the men of
Sukkoth, “Please give some loaves of bread to the peo-
ple who are following me, for they are exhausted, and
I am pursuing Zebah and Zalmunna, kings of Midian.”

66 The officials of Sukkoth said, “Are the hands of Ze-
bah and Zalmunna already in your hands that we
should give bread to your army?”

77 So Gideon said, “Because of this, when the LORD
gives Zebah and Zalmunna into my hands, I will tear
your bodies with desert thorns and briers.”

88 He went up from there to Peniel and spoke to them
in the same way. The men of Peniel answered him just
as the men of Sukkoth had. 99 So he also said to the
men of Peniel, “When I return safely, I will tear down
this tower.”

1010 Now Zebah and Zalmunna were in Karkor with
their armies, about fifteen thousand survivors; they
were all who were left of all the army of the
Kedemites, for one hundred twenty thousand arms-
bearing men had fallen. 1111 Gideon went up on the
route of the tent dwellers east of Nobah and Jogbehah
and attacked the camp while the army was off guard.
1212 Zebah and Zalmunna fled, and Gideon chased after
them. He captured Zebah and Zalmunna, the two
kings of Midian, and the entire army was terrified.

1313 Gideon son of Joash returned from battle by the
Pass of Heres. 1414 He captured a young man from
among the men of Sukkoth and asked him to write the
names ofnames of the leaders and elders of Sukkoth, seventy-
seven men. 1515 Then he came to the men of Sukkoth
and said, “Here are Zebah and Zalmunna, about whom
you taunted me. You said, ‘Have you subjugated Ze-
bah and Zalmunna that we should give bread to your
weary army?’” 1616 He took the city elders and disciplined
the men of Sukkoth with thorns and briers of the
wilderness. 1717 He tore down the tower of Peniel and
killed the men of the city.

1818 Then he said to Zebah and Zalmunna, “What kind
of men did you kill at Tabor?”

They said, “They were like you. Each one looked like
the son of a king.”

1919 He said, “They were my brothers, the sons of my
mother. As the LORD lives, if you had allowed them to
live, I would not kill you.” 2020 Gideon said to his firstborn
Jether, “Rise and kill them!” Yet the young man did not
draw his sword because he was afraid, for he was still
a young man.

2121 Then Zebah and Zalmunna said, “You get up and
attack us, for a man is judged by his strength.” So
Gideon got up and killed Zebah and Zalmunna and
took the crescent-shaped ornaments that were on the
necks of their camels.

GideonGideon’’s Ephods Ephod
2222 Then the men of Israel said to Gideon, “Rule over

us, you, and your son, and your grandson, for you
have saved us from the hands of Midian.”

2323 Gideon said to them, “I will not rule over you, and
my son will not rule over you. The LORD will rule over
you.” 2424 Gideon continued, “I have a request to make of
you, that each man would give me an earring from his
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spoils.” ( Their enemyTheir enemy had golden earrings because
they were Ishmaelites.)

2525 They said, “We will certainly give them.” So they
spread out a cloak, and each man threw a ring of his
spoils there. 2626 The weight of the golden earrings that
he requested was seventeen hundred gold shekels. ††

This was in addition to the crescent-shaped orna-
ments, jewelry, and purple clothing worn by the kings
of Midian, as well as the chains hanging on the necks
of their camels. 2727 Gideon used these things to make
an ephod. He put it in his city, in Ophrah, and all Israel
prostituted themselves to it there. It became a snare
to Gideon and his family.

2828 The Midianites were humbled before the children
of Israel and did not lift their heads high again. The
land had peace for forty years in the days of Gideon.

The Death of GideonThe Death of Gideon
2929 Jerub-Baal son of Joash went to his house and lived

there. 3030 Gideon had seventy sons, for he had many
wives. 3131 His concubine who lived in Shechem also
bore him a son, and he named him Abimelek.
3232 Gideon son of Joash died at a good old age, and he
was buried in the tomb of his father Joash in Ophrah
of the Abiezrites.

3333 After Gideon died, the children of Israel turned
again to prostitute themselves with the Baals. They
made Baal-Berith their god. 3434 The children of Israel
did not remember the LORD their God, who had deliv-
ered them from the hands of their enemies around
them, 3535 and they did not keep faith with the family of
Jerub-Baal (that is, Gideon), for all the good he had
done for Israel.

AbimelekAbimelek

Abimelek son of Jerub-Baal went to Shechem, to
his mother’s brothers. He spoke to them and to

the house of his mother’s father saying, 22 “Please say
in the hearing of all of the leaders of Shechem, ‘Which
is better for you, to have all seventy sons of Jerub-Baal
rule over you, or for one man to rule over you? Re-
member that I am your own flesh and bone.’”

33 So his mother’s brothers spoke all these things
about him in the hearing of all the leaders of
Shechem, and their hearts inclined toward Abimelek,
for they said, “He is our brother.” 44 They gave him sev-
enty silver coins †††† from the temple of Baal-Berith.
Abimelek hired unprincipled and undisciplined men,
and they followed him. 55 He went to his father’s house
at Ophrah and killed his brothers, the seventy sons of
Jerub-Baal, on a single stone. Yet Jotham, the youngest
son of Jerub-Baal, survived because he hid himself.
66 All the leaders of Shechem and everyone from Beth
Millo gathered together by the oak near the pillar in
Shechem to make Abimelek king.

† About 43 pounds, or 20 kilograms. †† About 13/4 pounds,
or 800 grams.

77 When Jotham heard this, he went and stood on the
top of Mount Gerizim. He raised his voice and called
out, saying to them, “Listen to me, leaders of
Shechem, so that God may listen to you! 88 The trees
once went out to anoint a king over them. They said to
the olive tree, ‘Rule over us!’

99 “Yet the olive tree said to them, ‘Should I stop mak-
ing oil, by which God and men are honored, to go and
sway over the trees?’

1010 “So the trees said to the fig tree, ‘You come and
rule over us.’

1111 “Yet the fig tree said to them, ‘Should I stop mak-
ing my sweet aroma and my fruit, to go and sway over
the trees?’

1212 “So the trees said to the grapevine, ‘You come and
rule over us.’

1313 “Yet the grapevine said to them, ‘Should I stop
making my fresh wine, which cheers God and men, to
go and sway over the trees?’

1414 “So the trees said to the thorn bush, ‘You come and
rule over us.’

1515 “The thorn bush said to the trees, ‘If you really
want to anoint me king over you, then come and take
refuge in my shade. If not, let fire come out from the
thorn bush and consume the cedars of Lebanon!’

1616 “Now then, did you show good faith and integrity
when you made Abimelek king? Did you deal well with
Jerub-Baal and his family? Did you do to him as his ac-
tions deserved, 1717 considering that my father waged
war for you, risked his life for you, and delivered you
from the hands of Midian? 1818 Yet you have taken a
stand against my father’s family today. You killed his
seventy sons, each on a single stone. You made
Abimelek, son of his slave woman, king over the lead-
ers of Shechem because he is your brother. 1919 So if you
did show good faith and integrity in what you did with
Jerub-Baal and his family today, then rejoice in
Abimelek, and may he also rejoice in you. 2020 If not, let
fire come out from Abimelek and consume the leaders
of Shechem and Beth Millo, and let fire come out from
the leaders of Shechem and from Beth Millo and con-
sume Abimelek!”

2121 Then Jotham ran away and fled. He went to Beer
and lived there because of Abimelek his brother.

The DoThe Downfall of Abimelekwnfall of Abimelek
2222 After Abimelek ruled over Israel for three years,

2323 God sent an evil spirit between Abimelek and the
leaders of Shechem, and the leaders of Shechem dealt
treacherously with Abimelek, 2424 so that the violence
done to the seventy sons of Jerub-Baal and their blood
might come back upon Abimelek their brother, who
killed them, and upon the leaders of Shechem, who
empowered him to kill his brothers. 2525 The leaders of
Shechem set ambushes against him on the hilltops
and robbed all who passed by them on the road. This
was told to Abimelek.
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2626 Gaal, the son of Ebed, and his brothers came toto
ShechemShechem , and the leaders of Shechem trusted him.
2727 They went out to the field, gathered and trod their
grapes, and had a celebration. They went to the tem-
ple of their god and ate, drank, and cursed Abimelek.
2828 Gaal son of Ebed said, “Who is Abimelek, and who is
Shechem, that we should serve him? Is he not the son
of Jerub-Baal, and is notis not Zebul his officer? Serve the
sons of Hamor, the father of Shechem. Why should we
serve AbimelekAbimelek ? 2929 If only this people were under my
command, I would get rid of Abimelek.” So he said to
Abimelek, “Muster your army and come out!”

3030 Then Zebul the city ruler heard the words of Gaal
son of Ebed and he burned with anger. 3131 He secretly
sent messengers to Abimelek, saying, “Gaal, the son of
Ebed, and his brothers have come to Shechem and are
fortifying the city against you. 3232 So now, get up at
night, you and the people with you, and lie in wait in
the field. 3333 In the morning at sunrise, get up early and
attack the city. He and the people with him will come
out to you, then you can do to them as you find oppor-
tunity.”

3434 So Abimelek and all the people who were with him
got up at night and lay in wait by Shechem in four
companies. 3535 When Gaal son of Ebed went out and
stood at the entrance of the city gate, then Abimelek
and the people who were with him got up from their
hiding places.

3636 Gaal saw these people and said to Zebul, “Look,
people are coming down from the hilltops.”

Zebul said to him, “The shadows of the hills look like
men to you.”

3737 Gaal spoke again and said, “Look, people are com-
ing down the middle of the land, and a company is
coming by way of the Diviner’s Oak.”

3838 Then Zebul said to him, “Where is your mouth
now, which said, ‘Who is Abimelek, that we should
serve him?’ Are not these the people you dismissed
out of hand? Go now, I pray, and fight against them.”

3939 So Gaal went out before the leaders of Shechem
and fought Abimelek. 4040 Abimelek chased him, and
Gaal fled from him. Many fell wounded at the entrance
of the gate. 4141 Abimelek stayed in Arumah, and Zebul
drove out Gaal and his brothers from living in
Shechem.

4242 The next day the people went out into the field,
and this was told to Abimelek. 4343 So he took the people
and divided them into three companies, and they laid
in wait in the field. When the people came out from
the city, he rose up against them and struck them
down. 4444 Abimelek and the company that was with him
rushed forward and stood at the entrance of the city
gate. The two other combat units attacked everyone in
the field and struck them down. 4545 Abimelek fought
against the city all that day. He captured the city and
killed the people inside it; he tore down the city and
spread salt over it.

4646 When the leaders of the Tower of Shechem heard
this, they entered the fortified temple of El-Berith.
4747 Abimelek was told that all the leaders of the Tower
of Shechem had gathered together. 4848 So Abimelek
and all the people who were with him went up Mount
Zalmon. He took an axe in his hand and cut off a tree
branch, lifted it, and carried it on his shoulder. Then he
said to the men who were with him, “What you have
seen me do, hurry and do the same.” 4949 So everyone
likewise cut off a branch and followed Abimelek. They
placed them on the fortification and set the fortifica-
tion on fire over them. So all the people of the Tower
of Shechem died, about a thousand men and women.

5050 Then Abimelek went to Thebez and encamped
against Thebez and captured it. 5151 But there was a for-
tified tower within the city, so all of the men and
women and the leaders of the city fled there. They
shut themselves in and went up to the top of the tow-
er. 5252 Abimelek came to the tower and fought against
it. But as he drew near to the tower entrance to burn it
with fire, 5353 a certain woman dropped an upper mill-
stone on the head of Abimelek, and it crushed his
skull.

5454 Urgently he called to the young man who carried
his gear and said to him, “Draw your sword and kill
me, so that people may not say about me, ‘A woman
killed him.’” So the young man pierced him through,
and he died. 5555 Then the men of Israel saw that
Abimelek was dead, so everyone went home.

5656 Thus God repaid the wickedness of Abimelek,
which he committed against his father by killing his
seventy brothers. 5757 God also repaid the evil deeds of
the men of Shechem, and the curse of Jotham son of
Jerub-Baal came upon them.

TTolaola

After the death of Abimelek, Tola the son of
Puah, the son of Dodo, a man of Issachar, arose

to save Israel. He lived in Shamir, in the hill country of
Ephraim. 22 He judged Israel for twenty-three years.
Then he died and was buried in Shamir.

JairJair
33 After him Jair the Gileadite arose and judged Israel

for twenty-two years. 44 He had thirty sons who rode
thirty donkeys and owned thirty cities that are in the
land of Gilead. They are called Havvoth Jair to this day.
55 Jair died and was buried in Kamon.

JephthahJephthah
66 Again the children of Israel did evil in the sight of

the LORD . They worshipped the Baals, the Ashtoreths,
and the gods of Syria, Sidon, Moab, the Ammonites,
and the Philistines. They abandoned the LORD and did
not serve Him. 77 The anger of the LORD burned
against Israel, and He sold them into the hands of the
Philistines and the Ammonites. 88 They brutally op-
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pressed the children of Israel that year. For eighteen
years thethey oppry oppressedessed all the children of Israel beyond
the Jordan in the land of the Amorites in Gilead. 99 The
Ammonites also crossed over the Jordan to wage war
against Judah, Benjamin, and Ephraim, so that Israel
was greatly distressed. 1010 Then the children of Israel
cried out to the LORD , “We have sinned against You,
for we have abandoned our God and worshipped the
Baals.”

1111 The LORD said to the children of Israel, “Did I not
deliver you from Egypt, the Amorites, the Ammonites,
the Philistines, 1212 the Sidonians, the Amalekites, and
the Maonites when they oppressed you? You cried out
to Me, and I saved you from their hands. 1313 Yet you
have abandoned Me and worshipped other gods.
Therefore I will not save you again. 1414 Go and cry out to
the gods that you have chosen. Let them save you in
your time of distress.”

1515 Then the children of Israel said to the LORD , “We
have sinned. Do to us whatever seems good in Your
sight. Please, just deliver us today.” 1616 They removed
the foreign gods from among them and worshipped
the LORD , and He could no longer endure the suffer-
ing of Israel.

1717 The Ammonites had been called out and set up
camp in Gilead. The children of Israel assembled and
set up camp in Mizpah. 1818 The commanders of Gilead
said to each other, “Who is the man who will begin to
fight against the Ammonites? He will be the ruler of all
the inhabitants of Gilead.”

Now Jephthah the Gileadite was a mighty man
of valor, but he was the son of a prostitute.

Gilead was the father of Jephthah. 22 Gilead’s wife also
bore him sons. His wife’s sons grew up and drove Jeph-
thah away. They said to him, “You will not inherit any-
thing from our father’s house because you are the son
of another woman.” 33 So Jephthah fled from his broth-
ers and lived in the land of Tob. Men of ill repute gath-
ered around Jephthah and went out with him.

44 Some time passed, then the Ammonites waged war
with Israel. 55 When the Ammonites waged war with Is-
rael, the elders of Gilead went to bring Jephthah back
from the land of Tob. 66 They said to Jephthah, “Come
and be our leader so that we may fight the Am-
monites.”

77 Jephthah said to the elders of Gilead, “Did you not
hate me and drive me out of my father’s house? Why
have you come to me now that you are in trouble?”

88 The elders of Gilead said to Jephthah, “Even so, we
have turned to you. Come with us and fight the Am-
monites. You will be ruler over all the inhabitants of
Gilead.”

99 Jephthah said to the elders of Gilead, “If you bring
me back to wage war against the Ammonites, and the
LORD gives them to me, then I will be your ruler.”

1010 The elders of Gilead said to Jephthah, “May the
LORD be a witness between us if we do not act accord-
ing to your word.” 1111 So Jephthah went with the elders

of Gilead. The people set him over them as ruler and
leader. And Jephthah spoke all his words before the
LORD in Mizpah.

1212 Jephthah sent messengers to the Ammonite king
to say, “What prproblemoblem is there between you and me,
that you have come to me to wage war in my land?”

1313 The Ammonite king said to the messengers of
Jephthah, “Because when Israel came up from Egypt,
they took my land, from the Arnon to the Jabbok and
as far as the Jordan. Now return it peacefully.”

1414 Again Jephthah sent messengers to the Ammonite
king, 1515 and said to him,

“Jephthah says this: Israel did not take the land of
Moab, nor the Ammonite land; 1616 for when Israel came
up from Egypt, they went into the desert as far as the
Red Sea and came to Kadesh. 1717 Then Israel sent mes-
sengers to the king of Edom, saying, ‘Please let us
pass through your land.’ Yet the king of Edom would
not listen. They also sent messengers to the king of
Moab, but he was unwilling. So Israel stayed at
Kadesh.

1818 “They went into the wilderness, around the lands
of Edom and Moab. They went east of the land of
Moab and set up camp on the other side of the River
Arnon. They did not cross the boundary of Moab, for
the River Arnon was the boundary of Moab.

1919 “Then Israel sent messengers to Sihon king of the
Amorites, who ruled in Heshbon. Israel said to him,
“Please let us pass through your land to our home.”
2020 Yet Sihon did not trust Israel to pass through his ter-
ritory, so Sihon gathered all his people and set up
camp in Jahaz to fight with Israel.

2121 “The LORD God of Israel gave Sihon and all his
people into the hands of Israel, and they struck them
down. So Israel took possession of all the land of the
Amorites who lived in that land. 2222 They took posses-
sion of all of the territory of the Amorites, from the
Arnon to the Jabbok and from the desert to the Jordan.

2323 “Now that the LORD God of Israel has driven out
the Amorites from before His people Israel, should
you take it? 2424 Will you not take possession of whatever
Chemosh your god gives you? So everything that the
LORD our God possesses before us, we will take pos-
session of it. 2525 Now are you really better than Balak
son of Zippor, the king of Moab? Did he ever contend
with Israel or wage war with them? 2626 Israel has lived
in Heshbon and its nearby towns, in Aroer and its
nearby towns, and in all the cities along the banks of
the River Arnon for three hundred years. Why did you
not take them back during that time? 2727 So I have not
sinned against you, but it is you who are doing evil to
me by waging war against me. May the LORD , the
Judge, judge today between the children of Israel and
the Ammonites.”

2828 Yet the Ammonite king would not listen to the
message that Jephthah had sent him.

2929 Then the Spirit of the LORD came on Jephthah and
he passed through Gilead and Manasseh, and passed
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through Mizpah of Gilead, and went on to the Am-
monites. 3030 Jephthah made a vow to the LORD , “If You
will indeed give the Ammonites into my hands, 3131 then
whatever comes out from the door of my house to
meet me, when I return safely from the Ammonites,
will surely be the LORD ’s, and I will offer it up as a
burnt offering.”

3232 So Jephthah crossed over to the Ammonites to
wage war against them, and the LORD gave them into
his hands. 3333 He struck them down from Aroer to Min-
nith, twenty cities, and as far as Abel Keramim. The de-
feat was very severe, and the Ammonites were hum-
bled before the children of Israel.

3434 When Jephthah went to his house at Mizpah, there
was his daughter coming out to meet him, dancing
with a tambourine. She was his only child. Other than
her, he had neither son nor daughter. 3535 When he saw
her, he ripped up his clothes and said, “Alas, my
daughter! You have brought utter disaster to me. You
are my undoing, for I have given my word to the LORD
, and I cannot take it back.”

3636 She said to him, “My father, you have opened your
mouth to the LORD . Do to me what has come out of
your mouth, because the LORD worked vengeance up-
on your enemies, the Ammonites.” 3737 Then she said to
her father, “Let this be done for me: Give me two
months, and I and my friends will wander the hill
country and mourn over my virginity.”

3838 He said, “Go,” and he sent her away for two
months. She and her friends went and mourned over
her virginity in the hill country. 3939 At the end of two
months she returned to her father, and he did to her
according to the vow that he had made. She had not
ever slept with a man.

So it became a custom in Israel 4040 that the women of
Israel would commemorate the daughter of Jephthah
the Gileadite for four days each year.

Jephthah and EphrJephthah and Ephraimaim

The men of Ephraim gathered together and
crossed over to Zaphon. They said to Jephthah,

“Why did you go to wage war with the Ammonites and
not call us to go with you? We will burn down your
house right on top of you.”

22 Jephthah said to them, “My people and I were in a
very great conflict with the Ammonites. I called you,
but you did not save me from their hands. 33 When I
saw that you were not going to save me, I took my life
in my own hands and crossed over to the Ammonites.
Then the LORD gave them into my hands. Now why
have you come up to me today to wage war against
me?”

44 Then Jephthah assembled all the men of Gilead and
fought with Ephraim. The men of Gilead struck
Ephraim down, for they had said, “You Gileadites are
fugitives in Ephraim, living in Ephraim and Manasseh.”
55 Gilead captured the fords of the Jordan River leading
to Ephraim. Whenever an Ephraimite fugitive would

say, “Let me cross,” the Gileadite men would say to
him, “Are you an Ephraimite?” If he said, “No,” 66 then
they would say to him, “Say, ‘Shibboleth’!” Yet he would
say, “Sibboleth,” for he could not pronounce it corrcorrect-ect-
lyly . Then they would grab him and kill him at the Jor-
dan fords. During that time forty-two thousand from
Ephraim fell.

77 Jephthah judged Israel for six years. When Jeph-
thah the Gileadite died, he was buried among the
cities of Gilead.

IbIbzan, Elon, and Abdonzan, Elon, and Abdon
88 After him, Ibzan of Bethlehem judged Israel. 99 He

had thirty sons, and he gave thirty daughters in mar-
riage outside his clan; and he brought thirty daugh-
ters from outside for his sons. He judged Israel for
seven years. 1010 Then Ibzan died and was buried in
Bethlehem.

1111 After him, Elon the Zebulunite judged Israel. He
judged Israel for ten years. 1212 Elon the Zebulunite died
and was buried in Aijalon in the land of Zebulun.

1313 After him, Abdon son of Hillel the Pirathonite
judged Israel. 1414 He had forty sons and thirty grand-
sons who rode seventy donkeys. He judged Israel for
eight years. 1515 Abdon son of Hillel the Pirathonite died
and was buried in Pirathon in the land of Ephraim, in
the Amalekite hill country.

The Birth of SamsonThe Birth of Samson

Again the children of Israel did evil in the sight
of the LORD , so the LORD gave them into the

hands of the Philistines for forty years.
22 There was a certain man from Zorah, from the tribe

of Dan. His name was Manoah. His wife was infertile
and had borne no children. 33 The angel of the LORD
appeared to the woman and said to her, “Indeed, you
are infertile and have borne no children, yet you will
conceive and bear a son. 44 Now be careful, I pray, that
you drink no wine or strong drink and that you do not
eat anything ritually unclean. 55 For you will conceive
and bear a son. No razor may touch his head, for the
boy will be a Nazirite to God from the womb. He will
begin to save Israel from the hand of the Philistines.”

66 Then the woman went to her husband and said, “A
man of God came to me. He looked like a very fear-
some angel of God. I did not ask him where he was
from, and he did not tell me his name. 77 He said to me,
‘You will conceive and bear a son. So now, do not drink
wine or strong drink, and do not eat anything ritually
unclean, for the boy will be a Nazirite to God from the
womb until the day he dies.’”

88 Then Manoah prayed to the LORD , “O my Lord, let
the man of God whom You sent come again to us, so
that he can teach us what we should do for the boy
who will be born.”

99 God listened to the voice of Manoah, and the angel
of God came again to the woman. She was sitting in
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the field; but her husband Manoah was not with her.
1010 The woman hurried and ran to tell her husband,
“The man who came to me the other day has ap-
peared to me.”

1111 So Manoah got up and went after his wife. He
came to the man and said to him, “Are you the man
who spoke to my wife?”

He said, “I am.”
1212 Then Manoah said, “Now may your words come

true! What will be the boy’s way of life and his work?”
1313 The angel of the LORD said to Manoah, “Your wife

must observe everything that I said to her. 1414 She must
not consume anything that grows on the vine. She
must not drink wine or strong drink, and she must not
eat anything ritually unclean. She must observe every-
thing that I commanded her.”

1515 Manoah said to the angel of the LORD , “Please let
us detain you, and let us prepare a young goat for
you.”

1616 The angel of the LORD said to Manoah, “If I stay, I
will not eat your food, but if you want to make an of-
fering to the LORD , you should offer it.” (For Manoah
did not know that he was an angel of the LORD .)

1717 Manoah said to the angel of the LORD , “What is
your name, so that we can honor you when your
words come true?”

1818 The angel of the LORD said to him, “Why do you
ask my name? It is too wonderful.” 1919 Manoah took the
young goat and the grain offering and offered them to
the LORD upon a rock. Then he did a wondrous thing
while Manoah and his wife watched. 2020 When the flame
went up from the altar toward the heavens, the angel
of the LORD went up in the flames from the altar. See-
ing this, Manoah and his wife fell face down on the
ground. 2121 The angel of the LORD did not appear again
to Manoah and his wife. Then Manoah knew that he
was an angel of the LORD .

2222 Manoah said to his wife, “We are certainly going to
die, for we have seen God.”

2323 Yet his wife said to him, “If the LORD wanted to kill
us, He would not have taken the burnt offering and
grain offering from us. He would not have shown us
these things, nor let us hear things such as these at
this time.”

2424 So the woman bore a son, and she called him Sam-
son. The boy grew, and the LORD blessed him. 2525 The
Spirit of the LORD began to move upon him at Ma-
haneh Dan, between Zorah and Eshtaol.

SamsonSamson’’s Ws Weddingedding

Samson went down to Timnah and saw a
woman from the daughters of the Philistines.

22 He came back up and told his father and mother, “I
have seen a woman in Timnah from the daughters of
the Philistines; now get her for me as a wife.”

33 His father and mother said to him, “Are there no
women among your relatives, or all of our people, that

you are intending to take a wife from among the un-
circumcised Philistines?”

Yet Samson said to his father, “Get her for me, for
she pleases me well.” 44 His father and mother did not
know that this was from the LORD , for He was seeking
an opportunity to actto act against the Philistines. At that
time the Philistines were ruling over Israel.

55 Samson went down with his father and mother to
Timnah. As they came to the vineyards of Timnah, sud-
denly a young lion came roaring toward him. 66 Then
the Spirit of the LORD came mightily upon him, and
though unarmed, he tore the lion in two as one might
tear a young goat in two. However, he did not tell his
father and his mother what he had done. 77 So Samson
went down and spoke with the woman, and she
pleased Samson.

88 After a while, when he returned to take her, he
turned aside to see the carcass of the lion. And a
swarm of bees and honey were in the carcass of the li-
on. 99 He scooped it out into his hands and ate it as he
went along. He came to his father and mother and
gave some to them, and they also ate. Yet he did not
tell them he had scooped the honey out of a lion’s car-
cass.

1010 Then his father went down to the woman. Samson
put on a feast there, for this is what young men would
do. 1111 When the Philistinesthe Philistines saw him, they brought thir-
ty companions to be with him.

1212 Samson said to them, “Let me tell you a riddle. If
you can explain it to me within the seven days of the
feast, then I will find thirty linen robes and thirty sets
of clothes to give you. 1313 However, if you are not able
to explain it to me, then you will give me thirty linen
robes and thirty sets of clothes.”

They said to him, “Tell us your riddle, so we can hear
it.”

1414 He said to them,
“Out of the eater came something to eat,
and out of the strong came something sweet.”

They could not explain the riddle after three days.
1515 On the fourth day they said to Samson’s wife,

“Trick your groom into telling us the riddle, or we will
burn you and your father’s house with fire. Have you
invited us to steal what we have? Is that not so?”

1616 So Samson’s wife wept all over him and said, “You
must hate me. You do not love me. You have told a rid-
dle to the young men and did not tell it to me.”

Then he said to her, “I have not told it to my father
and mother. Why should I tell it to you?” 1717 She wept
on him for the seven days of the feast, then on the
seventh day he told it to her because she had nagged
him. Then she explained the riddle to her people.

1818 So on the seventh day before sunset, the men of
the city said to Samson,
“What is sweeter than honey,
and what is stronger than a lion?”
Then he said to them,

“If you had not plowed with my heifer,
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you would not have solved my riddle.”
1919 Then the Spirit of the LORD mightily came upon

him, and he went down to Ashkelon and struck down
thirty of their men. He took their clothes and gave
them to the ones who had explained the riddle. His
anger burned and he went up to his father’s house.
2020 So Samson’s wife was given to his companion, who
had been his best man.

SamsonSamson’’s Res Revengevenge

After a while, during the wheat harvest, Sam-
son went to visit his wife, takingtaking a young goat.

He said, “I’m going in to my wife in her bedroom,” but
her father would not let him go in.

22 Her father said, “I thought that you thoroughly hat-
ed her, so I gave her to your best man. Is not her
younger sister better than she? Please, let her be your
wife instead.”

33 Samson said to them, “This time I cannot be
blamed by the Philistines when I do them harm.”
44 Samson went and caught three hundred foxes. He
took torches and turned the foxes tail to tail and put a
torch between each pair of tails. 55 He set fire to the
torches and sent the foxes into standing grain of the
Philistines. He burned the harvested grain, standing
grain, vineyards, and olive trees.

66 The Philistines asked, “Who did this?” They said,
“Samson, the son-in-law of the Timnite, because the
TimniteTimnite took the bride of SamsonSamson and gave her to his
best man.”

So the Philistines went up and burned her and her
father with fire. 77 Samson said to them, “Because you
have done this, I will take revenge on you, and after-
wards I will stop.” 88 He struck them down with a
mighty blow, then went to live in a cave in Etam Rock.

99 Then the Philistines went up and set up camp in Ju-
dah. They deployed against Lehi. 1010 The men of Judah
said, “Why have you come up against us?”

They said, “It is to take Samson prisoner that we
have come up, to do to him what he did to us.”

1111 So three thousand men from Judah went to the
cave in Etam Rock and said to Samson, “Do you not
know that the Philistines are ruling us? Why have you
done this to us?”

He said to them, “As they did to me, so I have done
to them.”

1212 They said to him, “We have come to take you pris-
oner, to give you into the hands of the Philistines.”

Samson said to them, “Swear to me that you will not
attack me.”

1313 They said to him, “No, we will bind you securely
and give you into their hands, but we will not kill you.”
They bound him with two new ropes and took him
away from the rock. 1414 He came to Lehi, and the
Philistines shouted as they approached him. Then the
Spirit of the LORD came mightily upon him. The ropes
on his arms became like burned flax and the ties on
his hands dissolved. 1515 Then he found a fresh jawbone

of a donkey, reached out his hand and took it, and
with it struck down a thousand men.

1616 Samson said,
“With a jawbone of a donkey,
heaps upon heaps.

With a jawbone of a donkey
I have slain a thousand men.”

1717 When he finished speaking, he threw the jawbone
away and called that place Ramath Lehi.

1818 He was very thirsty, and he called out to the LORD ,
“You gave this great deliverance through Your servant,
but now may I die of thirst and fall into the hands of
the uncircumcised?” 1919 So God split open the basin at
Lehi, and water flowed out of it. He drank, was re-
freshed, and revived. Because of this he called the
place En Hakkore, which is in Lehi to this day.

2020 Samson judged Israel for twenty years in the days
of the Philistines.

Samson and DelilahSamson and Delilah

Samson went to Gaza. There he saw a prosti-
tute and spent the night with her. 22 The people

of Gaza werwere tolde told , “Samson has come here!” So they
surrounded him and laid in wait for him all night at
the city gate. They kept quiet all night, thinking, “In the
morning light we will kill him.”

33 Samson lay until midnight, then at midnight he got
up. He grabbed the doors of the city gate and the two
gateposts and pulled them out along with the bar. He
put them on his shoulder and brought them to the top
of the mountain near Hebron.

44 After this Samson loved a woman in the Valley of
Sorek, whose name was Delilah. 55 The Philistine rulers
came up to her and said, “Trick him! Find out about
how his strength is so great and how we can over-
come him, bind him, and humiliate him. Each one of
us will give you eleven hundred silver coins. ††”

66 So Delilah said to Samson, “Please tell me how your
strength is so great and how you could be bound in
order to be subdued.”

77 Samson said to her, “If they bind me with seven
fresh bowstrings that have not been dried, then I will
become weak and be like an ordinary man.”

88 So the Philistine rulers brought her seven fresh
bowstrings that had not been dried, and she bound
him with them. 99 They lay in wait in her inner room.
She said to him, “The Philistines are upon you, Sam-
son.” Then he split apart the bowstrings like a single
thread is split apart at the touch of fire. So the source
of his strength did not become known.

1010 Delilah said to Samson, “You have deceived me.
You have told me lies. Now, please tell me how you
can be bound.”

1111 He said to her, “If they bind me with new ropes
that have never been used, then I will become weak
and be like an ordinary man.”

† About 28 pounds, or 13 kilograms.
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1212 So Delilah took new ropes and bound him with
them. Then she said to him, “The Philistines are upon
you, Samson.” For men were lying in wait, remaining
in the room. But he split apart the ropes on his arms
like a thread.

1313 Delilah said to Samson, “Up to now you have de-
ceived me. You have told me lies. Tell how you can be
bound.”

He said to her, “If you weave seven locks of my hair
into the fabric on the loom and fasten it with the pin,and fasten it with the pin,
then I will become weak and be like an orthen I will become weak and be like an ordinary mandinary man .”
1414 So Delilah lulled him to sleep and wove seven locks
of his hair into the fabric on the loom. She fastened it
with the pin and said to him, “The Philistines are upon
you, Samson.” He awakened from his sleep and tore
away from the loom pin and the fabric.

1515 She said to him, “How can you say, ‘I love you,’
when your heart is not with me? You have deceived
me these three times and have not told me how your
strength is so great.” 1616 Every day she nagged him with
her words and pleaded with him until he was tired to
death.

1717 So he told her all his secrets and said to her, “No
razor has touched my head, for I have been a Nazirite
to God from my mother’s womb. If I were shaven, my
strength would leave me, and I would become weak
and be like all other men.”

1818 Delilah saw that he had told her all his secrets, so
she sent for the Philistine rulers, saying, “Come up this
time, for he has told me all his secrets.” So the Philis-
tine rulers came up to her and brought the money in
their hands. 1919 Delilah lulled Samson to sleep on her
knees and called for a man to shave off the seven
locks of his hair. Then she began to humiliate him, and
his strength left him.

2020 She said, “The Philistines are upon you, Samson.”
Then he awakened from his sleep and thought, “I

will go out as before and shake myself free of themof them .”
He did not know that the LORD had left him.

2121 The Philistines seized him and gouged out his
eyes. They took him down to Gaza, bound him with
bronze chains, and he ground grain in prison. 2222 Yet af-
ter it had been shaven, the hair on his head began to
grow back.

The Death of SamsonThe Death of Samson
2323 The Philistine rulers gathered to offer a great sacri-

fice to Dagon their god and to celebrate. They said,
“Our god has given Samson our enemy into our
hands.”

2424 The people saw him and praised their god, for they
said,
“Our god has given into our hands
our enemy,

the one who ruined our land
and killed many of us.”

2525 When their hearts were merry, they said, “Call for
Samson, so he can entertain us.” So they called for
Samson from the prison, and he entertained them.

They placed him between the pillars. 2626 Samson said
to the young man who held his hand, “Let me rest and
touch the pillars on which the temple is set, then I can
lean against them.” 2727 The temple was full of men and
women, and all the Philistine rulers were there. There
were about three thousand men and women on the
roof watching Samson entertain. 2828 Samson called out
to the LORD , “Lord GOD , remember me, I pray!
Please strengthen me just this once, God, so that I
may get full revenge on the Philistines for my two
eyes!” 2929 Then Samson grasped the two middle pillars
on which the temple was set and leaned against them,
one with his right hand and one with his left. 3030 Sam-
son said, “Let me die with the Philistines!” He pushed
with all his strength, and the temple fell upon the
rulers and all the people who were in it. At his death
he killed more than he had killed in his life.

3131 Then his brothers and all his family came down,
carried him, brought him up, and buried him between
Zorah and Eshtaol in the grave of his father Manoah.
He had judged Israel for twenty years.

MicahMicah’’s Idolss Idols

There was a man from the hill country of
Ephraim whose name was Micah. 22 He said to

his mother, “The eleven hundred shekelsshekels of silver ††

that were taken from you, on which you put a curse,
even speaking the curse in my ears—here is the silver
with me. I took it.”

Then his mother said, “May the LORD bless my son!”
33 Then he returned the eleven hundred silver coins to

his mother. His mother said, “I certainly consecrated
the silver to the LORD , for my son to make a carved
idol and a metal idol, so now I return it to you.”

44 When he returned the silver to his mother, she took
two hundred shekelsshekels of silver †††† and gave them to a sil-
versmith to make a carved idol and a metal idol. And
they were put in the house of Micah.

55 This man Micah owned a shrine. He made an
ephod and household idols, and he hired one of his
sons to be a priest for him. 66 In those days there was
no king in Israel. Everyone did what was right in his
eyes.

77 There was a young man from Bethlehem in Judah.
He was a Levite from Judah, and he stayed as a resi-
dent foreigner there. 88 The man went from the city of
Bethlehem in Judah to stay wherever he could find aa
placeplace . He came to the hill country of Ephraim, to the
house of Micah, to do his work.

99 Micah said to him, “Where do you come from?”
He said to him, “I am a Levite from Bethlehem in Ju-

dah, and I am going to stay wherever I can find a placea place
.”

† About 28 pounds, or 13 kilograms. †† About 5 pounds, or
2.3 kilograms.
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1010 Micah said to him, “Live with me, and be a father
and a priest for me. I will give you ten silver coins †† a
year, a set of clothes, and food.” So the Levite went in.
1111 The Levite decided to live with the man, and the
young man became like one of his sons. 1212 Micah or-
dained the Levite, and the young man became his
priest and lived in the house of Micah. 1313 Then Micah
said, “Now I know that the LORD will do good for me,
for I have a Levite to be my priest.”

The Danites Settle in LaishThe Danites Settle in Laish

In those days there was no king in Israel.
And in those days the tribe of the Danites was

looking for an inheritance in which to live, for no terri-
tory had come into their possession among the tribes
of Israel up to that time. 22 So the children of Dan sent
out from their families five valorous men from Zorah
and Eshtaol in order to spy out and explore the land.
They said to them, “Go, explore the land.”

They came to the hill country of Ephraim, to the
house of Micah, and they spent the night there.
33 When they were at the house of Micah, they noticed
the speech of the young Levite. They turned aside and
said to him, “Who brought you here? What are you do-
ing in this place? What is your business here?”

44 He told them what Micah had done for him, saying,
“He hired me, and I became his priest.”

55 They said to him, “Please ask God if we may know
whether our mission will be a success as we go to do
it.”

66 The priest said to them, “Go in peace. The LORD is
watching the way you are going.”

77 The five men went away and came to Laish. They
saw the people who were there, living securely accord-
ing to the culture of the Sidonians. There were no
rulers in the land who might put them to shame for
anything. They were far from the Sidonians and had
no ties with anyone.

88 When they came back to their brothers in Zorah
and Eshtaol, their brothers asked them, “What do you
have to say?”

99 They said, “Get up! Let us go up against them, for
we have seen the land. It is very good. You are silent,
but do not hesitate to go to take the land. 1010 When you
go, you will come to a secure people and to an expan-
sive land. For God has given it into your hands: a place
where there is no lack of anything on the earth.”

1111 So six hundred fully armed men set out from the
family of the Danites, from Zorah and Eshtaol. 1212 They
went up and set up camp in Kiriath Jearim in Judah.
Therefore they call that place Mahaneh Dan to this
day. It is west of Kiriath Jearim. 1313 From there they
passed the hill country of Ephraim and came to the
house of Micah.

1414 The five men who went to spy out the land of Laish
said to their brothers, “Did you know that in these
houses are an ephod, household idols, a carved im-

† About 4 ounces, or 115 grams.

age, and a metal idol? Now think about what to do.”
1515 So they turned aside there and came to the house of
the young Levite, to the house of Micah, and greeted
him. 1616 The six hundred men armed with their
weapons of war, who were the children of Dan, stood
at the entrance to the gate. 1717 The five men who went
to spy out the land went in and took the carved idol,
ephod, household idols, and the metal idol. The priest
was standing at the entrance to the gate with the six
hundred fully armed men.

1818 When these men went into the house of Micah and
took the carved idol, ephod, household idols, and the
metal idol, the priest said to them, “What are you do-
ing?”

1919 They said to him, “Quiet! Put your hand over your
mouth and go with us. Be a father and priest for us. Is
it better to be a priest for one man’s house or for a
tribe and a family in Israel?” 2020 So the priest’s heart was
glad. He took the ephod, the household idols, and the
carved image and went among the people. 2121 So they
turned and left, putting the children, livestock, and
valuables in front of them.

2222 They had gone far from the house of Micah, but
the neighbors of Micah assembled and caught up to
the children of Dan. 2323 They called out to the children
of Dan. So they turned and said to Micah, “What is
wrong that have you assembled together?”

2424 He said, “You took the gods that I made, and the
priest, and then you left. What do I have left? So what
is this that you say to me, ‘What is wrong?’”

2525 The children of Dan said to him, “Do not let us hear
your voice again. Otherwise bitter men might meet
you and you will forfeit your life and the lives of your
family.” 2626 So the children of Dan went their way. And
when Micah saw that they were too strong for him, he
turned and went back to his house.

2727 They took what Micah had made and his priest,
and came to Laish to a quiet and secure people. They
struck them down with the edge of the sword and
burned the city with fire. 2828 There was no one to save
them because the city was far from Sidon and had no
contact with anyone. It was in the valley by Beth Re-
hob.

They rebuilt the city and lived there. 2929 They called
the city Dan, after their father Dan, who was born to
Israel (Laish was the former name of the city). 3030 The
children of Dan set up the carved idol for themselves.
Jonathan the son of Gershom, the son of Manasseh,
and his sons were priests to the tribe of Dan until the
time of exile from the land. 3131 So they displayed Mic-
ah’s graven image that he had made, for the whole
time that the house of God was in Shiloh.

A LeA Levite and His Concubinevite and His Concubine

In those days, when there was no king in Israel,
there was a certain Levite living as resident for-

eigner in a remote part of the hill country of Ephraim.
He took a concubine for himself from Bethlehem in Ju-
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dah. 22 Yet his concubine became angry with him and
went away from him to her father’s house at Bethle-
hem in Judah. She was there for four months. 33 Her
husband got up and went after her in order to speak
tenderly to her and bring her back. His servant and
two donkeys were with him. When he came to her fa-
ther’s house, the girl’s father saw him and was happy
to meet with him. 44 His father-in-law, the girl’s father,
prevailed upon him to stay with him for three days. So
they ate and drank and spent the night there.

55 On the fourth day they woke up early in the morn-
ing. He got ready to go, but the girl’s father said to his
son-in-law, “Strengthen yourself with a little food, and
then you can go.” 66 So the two of them sat down to eat
and drink together. Then the girl’s father said to the
man, “Please spend the night and let your heart be
merry.” 77 The man got up to go, but his father-in-law
urged him until he turned back and spent the night
there. 88 He got up early in the morning on the fifth day
to go. The girl’s father said, “Please, strengthen your-
self and wait until later in the day.” So the two of them
ate.

99 Then the man got up to go: he, his concubine, and
his servant. His father-in-law, the girl’s father, said to
him, “Look! It is getting dark. Spend the night! Settle in
and spend the night here, let your heart be merry. You
can get up early tomorrow and go home.” 1010 Yet the
man did not want to spend the night, so he got up and
left and approached Jebus (that is, Jerusalem). Two
saddled donkeys and his concubine were with him.

1111 When they were near Jebus, it was getting very
late. The servant said to his master, “Come, let us turn
aside to this Jebusite city and spend the night in it.”

1212 His master said to him, “We must not turn aside to
a city of foreigners, who are not children of Israel. We
will continue on to Gibeah.” 1313 He said to his servant,
“Come, let us go to one of these places. We will spend
the night in Gibeah or Ramah.” 1414 They continued and
went on. The sun went down when they were near
Gibeah in Benjamin. 1515 So they turned aside there to
go and spend the night in Gibeah. They went in and
sat in the city square, but no one took them in to
spend the night.

1616 Just then, an old man came in at evening time
from his work in the field. The man was from the hill
country of Ephraim and lived as a resident foreigner in
Gibeah, but the townspeople were Benjamites. 1717 He
looked up and saw the traveler in the city square. The
old man said, “Where are you going, and where do
you come from?”

1818 He said to him, “We are traveling from Bethlehem
in Judah to a remote part of the hill country of
Ephraim. I am from there. I went to Bethlehem in Ju-
dah, and now I am going to the house of the LORD .
No one has taken me into his home. 1919 Yet there is
enough straw and fodder for our donkeys, with bread
and wine for me, your maidservant, and the young

man who is with your servant. We do not lack any-
thing.”

2020 The old man said, “Do not worry. I will take care of
whatever you need. Just do not spend the night in the
city square.” 2121 So he brought him into his house and
gave food to his donkeys. They washed their feet, ate,
and drank.

2222 While they were enjoying themselves, the men of
the city, who were wicked men, surrounded the house
and pounded on the door. They said to the old man,
the master of the house, “Bring out the man who
came to your house, so we can have relations with
him.”

2323 The master of the house went out to them and
said, “No, my brothers, do not commit this evil act, not
after this man has come into my house. Do not com-
mit this disgrace. 2424 Here are my virgin daughter and
the man’s concubine. Let me bring them out to you.
Ravish them and do to them what you please. But do
not commit this vile act against this man.”

2525 The men were unwilling to listen to him, so the
man seized his concubine and brought her out to
them in the street. They knew her and abused her all
night until morning. As the dawn began to break, they
let her go. 2626 The woman came back at daybreak and
fell down at the door of the man’s house where her
master was, lying therlying theree until it was light.

2727 Her master got up in the morning and opened the
doors of the house. He went out to go on his way, but
there was the woman, his concubine, fallen at the
door of the house with her hands on the threshold.
2828 He said to her, “Get up, let us be going,” but there
was no answer. So the man put her on a donkey and
went home.

2929 When he got home, he took a knife and seized his
concubine, then cut her body into twelve pieces. Then
he sent her throughout all the territory of Israel.
3030 Everyone who saw this said, “Nothing like this has
been done or seen since the day the children of Israel
came out of the land of Egypt until today. Consider it,
take counsel, and speak up!”

The ChildrThe Children of Isren of Israel Punish the Benjamitesael Punish the Benjamites

All the children of Israel from Dan to Beershe-
ba, and also fralso fromom the land of Gilead, went out

and gathered together in an assembly as one man be-
fore the LORD at Mizpah. 22 The leaders of all the peo-
ple from all the tribes of Israel presented themselves
in an assembly of the people of God, who numbered
four hundred thousand infantrymen bearing swords.
33 (The Benjamites heard that the children of Israel had
gone up to Mizpah.) The children of Israel said, “Tell
how this evil happened!”

44 So the Levite, the husband of the murdered
woman, answered, “My concubine and I came to
Gibeah, in Benjamin, to spend the night. 55 Then the
leaders of Gibeah rose up against me. At night they
surrounded the house where I was staying. They want-
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ed to kill me; instead they ravished my concubine so
that she died. 66 I seized my concubine, cut her into
pieces, and sent her throughout all the territory of Is-
rael, because they committed an infamous and dis-
graceful act in Israel. 77 Now, all of you are children of
Israel. Give your advice and counsel here.”

88 All the people arose as one man and said, “Not a
man among us will go to his tent, and no one will turn
aside to his house. 99 Now this is what we will do to
Gibeah. We will go against it by lot. 1010 We will take ten
men out of every hundred, from every tribe of Israel, a
hundred from every thousand, and a thousand from
every ten thousand, to bring provisions for the troops.
Then when they come to Gibeah in Benjamin, they
may repay them for all the evil that they committed in
Israel.” 1111 So all the men of Israel gathered at the city,
united like one man.

1212 The tribes of Israel sent men throughout the
whole tribe of Benjamin, saying, “What is this evil that
has been committed among you? 1313 Now hand over
the wicked men in Gibeah, so that we can kill them
and purge the evil from Israel.”

Yet the Benjamites were not willing to listen to their
fellow children of Israel. 1414 The Benjamites gathered
from their cities at Gibeah in order to go out and wage
war against the children of Israel. 1515 That day, the Ben-
jamites mustered twenty-six thousand armed men
from the cities and seven hundred specially chosen
men from Gibeah. 1616 Out of all these people there were
seven hundred specially chosen men who were left-
handed, all of whom could sling a stone at a hair and
not miss.

1717 The men of Israel, apart from Benjamin, gathered
four hundred thousand armed men who drew the
sword; all of them were men of war.

1818 The children of Israel arose, went up to Bethel, and
asked God, “Who should go up first to wage war
against the Benjamites?”

The LORD said, “Judah first.”
1919 The children of Israel got up in the morning and

camped against Gibeah. 2020 The men of Israel went out
for battle with Benjamin, and the men of Israel lined
up for battle at Gibeah. 2121 Then the Benjamites came
out from Gibeah and struck twenty-two thousand Is-
raelite men down to the ground. 2222 The people, the
men of Israel, rallied and lined up for battle again in
the place where they had lined up on the first day.
2323 Then the children of Israel went up and wept before
the LORD until evening. They asked the LORD , “Should
we advance and fight our brother-tribesmen the Ben-
jamites again?”

The LORD said, “Advance against them.”
2424 So the children of Israel advanced against the Ben-

jamites for the second day. 2525 And on the second day,
the Benjamites went out from Gibeah to meet them
and again struck eighteen thousand men down to the
ground, every one of them armed.

2626 Then all the children of Israel, all the people, went
up to Bethel where they wept and sat before the LORD
. They fasted that day until evening and offered burnt
offerings and peace offerings before the LORD . 2727 The
children of Israel asked the LORD (because the ark of
the covenant of God was there in those days, 2828 and
Phinehas the son of Eleazar, the son of Aaron, stood
before it then), “Should we go out again to wage war
with our brother-tribesmen the Benjamites, or should
we not?”

The LORD said, “Go up, for tomorrow I will give them
into your hands.”

2929 So Israel set an ambushing force around Gibeah.
3030 The children of Israel went up against the Ben-
jamites on the third day and lined up at Gibeah as be-
fore. 3131 The Benjamites went out to engage the people
and were drawn away from the city. They began to
strike the people down as before. On the main roads
that go up to Bethel and Gibeah and in the field, they
struck down about thirty children of Israel.

3232 The Benjamites said, “They are struck down before
us like at the beginning.” But the children of Israel
said, “Let us retreat and draw them away from the city
toward the main roads.”

3333 So all the men of Israel rose up out of their place
and assumed their battle positions at Baal Tamar.
Then the men of Israel in ambush charged out of their
places, out of the meadows of Gibeah. 3434 Ten thousand
specially chosen men from all of Israel came against
Gibeah. The battle was fierce, and the Benjamites did
not know that disaster was upon them. 3535 The LORD
defeated Benjamin before Israel, and that day the chil-
dren of Israel struck down twenty-five thousand one
hundred Benjamites, every one of them armed. 3636 The
Benjamites saw that they were defeated.

Now the men of Israel had withdrawn from Ben-
jamin, because they relied on the men in ambush
whom they had set against Gibeah. 3737 So the ambush-
ing force rushed on and attacked Gibeah. They struck
down the whole city with the edge of the sword. 3838 The
men of Israel had made an agreement with the am-
bushing force that when they sent up a large amount
of smoke from the city, 3939 the children of Israel would
turn around in battle.

When the Benjamites had begun to strike the chil-
dren of Israel down, about thirty men, they said, “Sure-
ly they are struck down before us like at the begin-
ning.” 4040 Yet when the smoke began to rise up from the
city in a column, the Benjamites looked behind them
and suddenly noticed the whole city going up in
smoke to the sky. 4141 Then the men of Israel turned
around, and the men of Benjamin were horrified be-
cause they saw that disaster had come on them. 4242 So
they fled from the men of Israel toward the direction
of the wilderness, but the battle overtook them. Who-
ever came out of the cities destroyed them in their
midst. 4343 They surrounded the Benjamites, chased
them without rest, and trampled them down near
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Gibeah toward the east. 4444 Eighteen thousand men
from Benjamin fell; all these were men of valor. 4545 The
rest turned and fled toward the wilderness to Rimmon
Rock, and they cut down five thousand men on the
main roads. They pursued them relentlessly until they
reached Gidom and killed two thousand of them.

4646 So the Benjamites who fell that day numbered
twenty-five thousand, every one of them armed, valor-
ous men. 4747 However, six hundred men turned and fled
toward the wilderness, to Rimmon Rock. They dwelled
at Rimmon Rock for four months. 4848 Yet the men of Is-
rael turned back against the Benjamites and struck
them with the edge of the sword—city inhabitants, an-
imals, and everything that could be found. Indeed,
they set on fire every city that could be found.

Wives for the BenjamitesWives for the Benjamites

In Mizpah the men of Israel had taken an oath:
“No one among us will give his daughter to a

Benjamite as his wife.”
22 So the people came to Bethel and sat there before

God until evening. They raised their voices and wept,
sobbing loudly. 33 They said, “Why, LORD God of Israel,
has this happened in Israel, that today a tribe is miss-
ing from Israel?”

44 In the morning the people got up early and built an
altar there. They offered burnt offerings and peace of-
ferings.

55 The children of Israel said, “Who from all the tribes
of Israel did not go up with the assembly to the LORD
?” For they vowed a solemn oath regarding whoever
did not go up to the LORD at Mizpah stating, “He must
be killed.”

66 The children of Israel lamented for Benjamin their
brother, and said, “One tribe is cut off from Israel to-
day. 77 What can we do to find wives for those who are
left? For we swore by the LORD not to give them our
daughters as wives.” 88 So they said, “Is there anyone
from among the tribes of Israel who did not go up to
the LORD at Mizpah?” Then they learned that no one
from the camp of Jabesh Gilead had come to the as-
sembly. 99 When the people were counted, indeed,
there was not a man there from among the inhabi-
tants of Jabesh Gilead.

1010 So the assembly sent twelve thousand valorous
men there and commanded them, “Go and strike
down the inhabitants of Jabesh Gilead with the edge

of the sword, including women and children. 1111 This is
what you will do: You will kill every man and every
woman who has slept with a man.” 1212 So among the in-
habitants of Jabesh Gilead they found four hundred
young virgins who had never slept with a man, and
they brought them to the camp at Shiloh in the land of
Canaan.

1313 Then the whole assembly sent someonesomeone to speak
to the Benjamites who were at Rimmon Rock, and they
declared peace. 1414 So the Benjamites returned at that
time, and they gave to them the women who were still
alive from among the women of Jabesh Gilead. Yet
they did not find enough for them.

1515 The people felt sorry for Benjamin, for the LORD
had made a gap among the tribes of Israel. 1616 The el-
ders of the assembly said, “What can we do to find
wives for those who are left? The Benjamite women
were destroyed.” 1717 They said, “ TherThere must bee must be an in-
heritance for the remnant of Benjamin, so that a tribe
will not be wiped out from Israel. 1818 Yet we cannot give
them our daughters for wives, for the children of Is-
rael swore, ‘Cursed be anyone who gives a wife to Ben-
jamin.’” 1919 They said, “Wait! There is an annual festival
of the LORD in Shiloh, which is north of Bethel, east of
the main road that goes up from Bethel to Shechem,
and south of Lebonah.”

2020 So they commanded the Benjamites, “Go and hide
in the vineyards. 2121 Watch, and then when the daugh-
ters of Shiloh come out to dance in the dances, come
out from the vineyards and have every man grab a
wife for himself from among the daughters of Shiloh.
Then go to the land of Benjamin. 2222 When their fathers
or their brothers come to us to complain, we will say
to them, ‘Be favorable to them for our sakes, because
we did not take for each man a wife in the battle; for
you have not given women to them at the time, there-
by making yourselves guilty.’”

2323 So the Benjamites did this. They carried away
wives for each man from among the dancers that they
caught. Then they returned to their inheritance, re-
built the cities, and lived in them.

2424 At that time, the children of Israel departed from
there each man to his tribe and to his family. They
went out from there to their own inheritance.

2525 In those days there was no king in Israel; everyone
did what was right in his own eyes.
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RUTHRUTH
Ruth, with its theme of faithfulness, was likely written between 1011 and 931 BC. Jewish tradition in the Talmud
suggests that Samuel may have written it. The story opens in Moab, a Gentile region east of Judah, where Nao-
mi and her daughter-in-law Ruth are widows and have fallen on hard times. Living without hope in Moab, Nao-
mi decides to return to Bethlehem; Ruth goes with her and pledges loyalty to Israel’s God. Providential circum-
stances result in Ruth becoming the wife of Boaz, her redeeming relative. This beautiful story of love and loyal-
ty shows how God uses people in amazing, redemptive ways.

Naomi LosesNaomi Loses

In the days when the judges ruled, there was a
famine in the land. And a man from Bethlehem in

Judah went to live in the land of Moab, he and his wife
and his two sons. 22 The name of the man was Elimelek,
the name of his wife was Naomi, and the names of his
two sons were Mahlon and Kilion. They were
Ephrathites from Bethlehem in Judah. And they went
to Moab and lived there.

33 Now Elimelek, the husband of Naomi, died, so she
was left alone with her two sons. 44 They took Moabite
wives for themselves; the name of one was Orpah and
the name of the other Ruth. They lived there about ten
years. 55 Then Mahlon and Kilion also died, and Naomi
was left without her two sons and her husband.

66 So she got up with her daughters-in-law to return
from the land of Moab, for in the land of Moab, she
had heard that the LORD had visited His people by giv-
ing them food. 77 She set out from the place where she
had been, with her two daughters-in-law, and they
went on their way to return to the land of Judah.

88 Then Naomi said to her two daughters-in-law, “Go,
return each to her mother’s house. May the LORD deal
kindly with you, as you have dealt with your deceased
husbands and with me. 99 May the LORD grant that you
each find rest in the house of anotheranother husband.”

Then she kissed them, and they raised their voices
and wept aloud. 1010 They said to her, “We will return
with you to your people.”

1111 But Naomi said, “Turn back, my daughters. Why
would you go with me? Are there sons in my womb,
who could become your husbands? 1212 Turn back, my
daughters! Go, for I am too old to have a husband.
Even if I thought that there was still hope for me, that
I could have a husband tonight and give birth to sons,
1313 would you wait until they were grown? Would you
refrain from getting married? No, my daughters. It is
much more bitter for me than for you, for the hand of
the LORD has turned against me.”

1414 Then they raised their voices and wept aloud once
more. Orpah kissed her mother-in-law, but Ruth clung
to her.

1515 Naomi said, “Look, your sister-in-law has returned
to her people and her gods. Return with her!”

1616 But Ruth said, “Do not urge me to leave you or to
turn back from following you. For wherever you go, I
will go, and wherever you stay, I will stay. Your people
shall be my people and your God my God. 1717 Where
you die, I will die, and there I will be buried. May the
LORD do thus to me, and worse, if anything but death
separates you and me!” 1818 When Naomi saw that she
was determined to go with her, she said no more to
her.

1919 So they both went on until they came to Bethle-
hem. When they came to Bethlehem, the whole town
was stirred because of them, and the women asked,
“Is this Naomi?”

2020 But she said to them, “Do not call me Naomi. Call
me Mara, because the Almighty has brought great bit-
terness to me. 2121 I was full when I left, but the LORD
has caused me to return empty. Why should you call
me Naomi when the LORD has opposed me? The
Almighty has brought misfortune upon me!”

2222 So Naomi returned from the land of Moab with
Ruth the Moabite, her daughter-in-law. They came to
Bethlehem at the start of the springspring barley harvest.

Ruth Meets BoazRuth Meets Boaz

Now Naomi had a relative of her husband, a man
of prominence and means from the clan of

Elimelek. His name was Boaz.
22 Ruth the Moabitess said to Naomi, “Please let me

go into the field and glean among the heads of grain
behind anyone in whose eyes I may find favor.”

Naomi said to her, “Go, my daughter.” 33 So she went
to glean in the field behind the harvesters. She hap-
pened to come to a part of the field belonging to Boaz,
who was from the clan of Elimelek.

44 Just then Boaz came from Bethlehem and said to
the harvesters, “May the LORD be with you!”

And they said to him, “May the LORD bless you.”
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55 Then Boaz said to his servant who was in charge of
his harvesters, “Whose young woman is this?”

66 So the servant who was in charge of his harvesters
answered, “She is the young Moabitess woman who
came back with Naomi from the land of Moab. 77 She
said, ‘Please let me glean and gather grgrainain among the
bundles behind the harvesters.’ So she came and has
remained from morning until now, though she rested
a little while in the house.”

88 Then Boaz said to Ruth, “Listen, my daughter. Do
not go to glean in another field and leave this one.
Stay close to my young women. 99 Keep your eyes on
the field in which they reap and follow after them. I
have commanded the men not to touch you. When
you are thirsty, go to the vessels and drink from what
the young men have drawn.”

1010 So she fell on her face, bowed down to the ground,
and said to him, “Why have I found favor in your eyes,
that you should acknowledge me, a foreigner?”

1111 Boaz answered and said to her, “I have been told
all that you have done for your mother-in-law after the
death of your husband, and how you left your father
and mother and your homeland and came to a people
you did not know before. 1212 May the LORD reward your
deeds. May you have a full reward from the LORD , the
God of Israel, under whose wings you have come to
take refuge.”

1313 Then she said, “May I find favor in your eyes, my
lord, for you have comforted me and have spoken
kindly to your servant, though I am not like one of
your servant girls.”

1414 At mealtime Boaz said to her, “Come over here,
and eat some bread, and dip your piece in the vine-
gar.”

So she sat down beside the harvesters, and he
passed her some roasted grain. She ate and was full
and had some left over. 1515 When she got up to glean,
Boaz commanded his young men, “Let her glean even
among the bundles, and do not harm her. 1616 Also pull
out some grgrainain for her from the bundles and leave it
so that she may glean it, and do not rebuke her.”

1717 So she gleaned in the field until evening. Then she
beat out what she had gleaned, and it was about an
ephah †† of barley. 1818 She took it up and went into the
city, and her mother-in-law saw what she had gleaned.
She drew itit out and gave her what she had left, after
she had been satisfied.

1919 Her mother-in-law said to her, “Where did you
glean today, and where did you work? May he who
took notice of you be blessed.”

So she told her mother-in-law with whom she had
worked, and said, “The name of the man with whom I
worked today is Boaz.”

2020 Then Naomi said to her daughter-in-law, “May he
be blessed of the LORD who has not withdrawn His
kindness to the living and to the dead.” Naomi said to

† Likely about 30 pounds, or 13 kilograms.

her, “This man is a close relative of ours, one of our re-
deeming relatives.”

2121 Then Ruth the Moabitess said, “He even told me,
‘You should stay close to my servants until they have
finished all my harvest.’”

2222 Naomi said to Ruth her daughter-in-law, “It is bet-
ter, my daughter, that you go with his young women,
for in someone else’s field you might be harmed.”

2323 So she stayed close to the young women of Boaz
to glean until the end of barley harvest and wheat har-
vest. And she lived with her mother-in-law.

RuthRuth’’s Redemptions Redemption

One day Naomi her mother-in-law said to her,
“My daughter, why should I not find a home that

will be good for you? 22 Now is not Boaz our relative,
with whose young women you have been working?
Tonight he winnows barley on the threshing floor.
33 Now wash and anoint yourself, and put on your best
clothes. Then go down to the threshing floor, but do
not let the man know you are there until he has fin-
ished eating and drinking. 44 When he lies down, notice
the place where he is lying. Go in and uncover his feet
and lie down. He will tell you what you will do.”

55 She said to her, “All that you say to me I will do.”
66 So she went down to the threshing floor and did all
that her mother-in-law had instructed.

77 When Boaz had eaten and drunk and his heart was
merry, he went to lie down at the end of the heap of
grain. Then Ruth came softly, uncovered his feet, and
lay down. 88 At midnight, the man was startled and
rolled over; and there, a woman was lying at his feet.

99 He said, “Who are you?”
And she answered, “I am Ruth, your maidservant.

Spread your cloak over me, for you are a redeeming
kinsman.”

1010 He said, “May you be blessed of the LORD , my
daughter. You have shown your last act of kindness to
be greater than the first, because you have not pur-
sued young men, whether poor or rich. 1111 So now, my
daughter, do not worry. All that you ask me, I will do
for you. All of my fellow townsmen know that you are
a woman of noble character. 1212 Now it is true that I am
a redeeming kinsman. Yet there is another redeemer
closer than I am. 1313 Stay here tonight, and in the morn-
ing if he wants to redeem you, very well. Let him do
so. Yet if he does not want to redeem you, then I will
redeem you. I will, as the LORD lives! Sleep here until
morning.”

1414 So she lay at his feet until morning, but she arose
before one could recognize another. Then he said, “It
must not be known that a woman came to the thresh-
ing floor.”

1515 He said, “Bring me the shawl you have on you, and
hold it.” So she held it, and he poured six measures of
barley into it and placed it on her. Then she went into
the city.

RUTH 2:5 197 RUTH 3:15



44

1616 When Ruth came to her mother-in-law, Naomi
said, “How did it go, my daughter?”

Then she told her all that Boaz had done for her.
1717 She said, “He gave me these six ephahs of barley, for
he said to me, ‘Do not return to your mother-in-law
empty-handed.’”

1818 Then Naomi said, “Wait here, my daughter, until
you learn what happens. For the man will not rest until
the matter is settled today.”

Boaz Marries RuthBoaz Marries Ruth

So Boaz went up to the gate and sat down there.
And now the redeemer of whom he had spoken

passed by, and Boaz said, “Come over, friend, and sit
here.” So he went over and sat down.

22 Then Boaz took ten men from among the elders of
the town and said, “Sit here.” So they sat down. 33 He
said to the redeemer, “Naomi, who has come back
from the land of Moab, must sell the plot of land be-
longing to our brother Elimelek. 44 I thought I should
inform you and say, ‘Buy it in the presence of those sit-
ting here and in the presence of the elders of my peo-
ple. If you want to redeem it, redeem it. But if you will
not redeem it, tell me so that I know, for there is no
one prior to you to redeem it, and I am next after
you.’”

So he said, “I will redeem it.”
55 Then Boaz said, “On the day you buy the field from

the hand of Naomi, you also acquire Ruth the
Moabitess, the wife of the deceased, to perpetuate the
name of the deceased through his inheritance.”

66 The redeemer replied, “I am not able to redeem it
for myself lest I ruin my own inheritance. Take my re-
demption rights for yourself, for I cannot do it.”

77 (Now this was the custom in ancient times in Israel
for redeeming and exchanging: to confirm a transac-
tion, a man would remove his sandal and give it to his
neighbor. This was a binding act in Israel.)

88 Therefore the redeemer said to Boaz, “Buy it your-
self,” and he removed his sandal.

99 Then Boaz said to the elders and all the people,
“You are witnesses today that I have bought every-

thing that belonged to Elimelek, Kilion, and Mahlon
from Naomi. 1010 Moreover I have also acquired Ruth the
Moabitess, the wife of Mahlon, to be my wife, in order
to preserve the name of the deceased man for his in-
heritance, so that his name will not be cut off from
among his brothers or from his town. You are witness-
es this day.”

1111 Then all the people who were at the gate, along
with the elders, said, “We are witnesses. May the LORD
make the woman who is coming to your house like
Rachel and Leah, who together built up the house of
Israel. May you do well in Ephrathah and be famous in
Bethlehem! 1212 May your house be like the house of
Perez, whom Tamar bore to Judah, through the off-
spring that the LORD will give you by this young
woman.”

The Genealogy of DavidThe Genealogy of David
1313 So Boaz took Ruth, and she became his wife. When

they came together, the LORD enabled her to con-
ceive, and she bore a son. 1414 Then the women said to
Naomi, “Blessed be the LORD , who has not left you
without a redeemer. May he become famous in Israel!
1515 He will be a comfort for your soul and support you
in your old age. For your daughter-in-law, who loves
you and who is better to you than seven sons, has giv-
en birth to him.”

1616 Then Naomi took the child, laid him on her lap,
and became his nurse. 1717 The neighbor women gave
him a name, saying, “A son has been born to Naomi!”
And they named him Obed. He was the father of Jesse,
the father of David.

1818 Now these are the descendants of Perez:
Perez was the father of Hezron,
1919 Hezron the father of Ram,
Ram the father of Amminadab,
2020 Amminadab the father of Nahshon,
Nahshon the father of Salmon,
2121 Salmon the father of Boaz,
Boaz the father of Obed,
2222 Obed the father of Jesse,
and Jesse the father of David.
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1 SAMUEL1 SAMUEL
The first book of Samuel was likely written sometime after 960 BC. The two books of Samuel were originally
one book and were later separated by translators of the Septuagint. Events and figures of First Samuel span
approximately 100 years, from 1100 to 1000 BC, of Israelite history. Samuel possibly wrote it, according to the
Jewish Talmud. The setting is Israel, and the theme is the establishment of Israel’s monarchy. The book opens
with Hannah, the mother of Samuel, pleading with God for a son. God answers her prayer, and that boy grows
up to be a prophet and a priest. Both Saul and David are introduced in this book, and their history is recounted
in great detail, including David’s battle with Goliath, Saul’s jealousy of David and their continued clashes, and
David’s friendship with Jonathan, the son of Saul. At the close of the book, both Saul and Jonathan die in battle.

The Birth of SamuelThe Birth of Samuel

Now there was a certain man from Ramathaim
Zuphim, in the hill country of Ephraim, and his

name was Elkanah, the son of Jeroham, the son of Eli-
hu, the son of Tohu, the son of Zuph, an Ephraimite.
22 And he had two wives; the name of one was Hannah
and the name of the second was Peninnah. Now
Peninnah had children, but Hannah had no children.

33 This man went up out of his city annually to wor-
ship and to sacrifice to the LORD of Hosts in Shiloh.
And there the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas,
were priests to the LORD . 44 When the day came that
Elkanah sacrificed, he gave portions to Peninnah his
wife and to all her sons and her daughters. 55 But to
Hannah he gave a double portion because he loved
Hannah, but the LORD had closed her womb. 66 Now
her rival provoked her greatly, making her miserable
because the LORD had closed her womb. 77 Thus it was
yearly, when she went up to the house of the LORD ,
that she provoked her. So Hannah wept and did not
eat. 88 Then said Elkanah her husband to her, “Hannah,
why are you weeping? And why do you not eat? Why is
your heart grieved? Am I not better to you than ten
sons?”

99 So Hannah arose after they had eaten in Shiloh and
after they had drunk. Now Eli the priest was sitting on
a seat by the door of the tabernacle of the LORD .
1010 And she was bitter, and prayed to the LORD , and
wept severely. 1111 So she made a vow and said, “O LORD
of Hosts, if You will indeed look on the affliction of
Your maidservant, and remember me and not forget
Your maidservant, but will give to Your maidservant a
baby boy, then I will give him to the LORD all the days
of his life, and no razor shall touch his head.” ††

1212 And as she was praying before the LORD , Eli
watched her mouth. 1313 Now Hannah was speaking in
her heart. Her lips were moving, but her voice was not

† Hannah dedicates Samuel as a lifetime Nazirite (see Nu
6:2–21).

heard. Therefore Eli thought she was drunk. 1414 So Eli
said to her, “How long will you be drunk? Put away
your wine from you.”

1515 And Hannah answered and said, “No, my lord, I am
a woman of sorrow. I have drunk neither wine nor
strong drink, but have poured out my soul before the
LORD . 1616 Do not consider your handmaid to be a sinful
woman, for out of the abundance of my concern and
provocation I have spoken until now.”

1717 Then Eli answered and said, “Go in peace, and the
God of Israel grant you your request that you have
asked of Him.”

1818 And she said, “Let your handmaid find grace in
your sight.” So the woman went her way and ate, and
her face was not sad as before.

1919 They rose up in the morning early and worshipped
before the LORD . And they returned and came to
their house to Ramah. And Elkanah knew Hannah his
wife, and the LORD remembered her.

2020 And it came to pass that Hannah conceived and
bore a son. And she called his name Samuel saying,
“Because I have asked him of the LORD .”

The Dedication of SamuelThe Dedication of Samuel
2121 Then the man Elkanah and all his house went up to

offer to the LORD the yearly sacrifice and his vow.
2222 But Hannah did not go, for she said to her husband,
“I will not go up until the child is weaned, and then I
will bring him, that he may appear before the LORD
and live there forever.”

2323 So Elkanah her husband said to her, “Do what
seems good to you. Wait until you have weaned him;
only may the LORD establish His word.” So the woman
remained, and nursed her son until she weaned him.

2424 When she had weaned him, she took him up with
her with three bulls, one ephah †††† of flour, and a bottle
of wine. And she brought him to the house of the
LORD in Shiloh, though the boy was young. 2525 Then
they slaughtered a bull, and they brought the boy to

†† Likely about 36 pounds, or 16 kilograms.
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Eli. 2626 And she said, “Oh, my lord! As you live, my lord, I
am the woman that stood by you here praying to the
LORD . 2727 For this boy I prayed, and the LORD has giv-
en me my petition which I asked of Him. 2828 Therefore
also I have let the LORD have him. As long as he lives
he will be dedicated to the LORD .” And he worshipped
the LORD there.

The PrThe Prayer of Hannahayer of Hannah

Hannah prayed, saying:
“My heart rejoices in the LORD ;

my horn is exalted in the LORD .
My mouth is bold against my enemies,
because I rejoice in Your salvation.

22 “There is none holy as the LORD ,
for there is none besides You,
and there is no rock like our God.

33 “Do not multiply proud speech,
nor let arrogance come out of your mouth,

for the LORD is the God of knowledge,
and by Him actions are examined.

44 “The bows of the mighty are broken,
but those who stumbled are girded with strength.

55 Those that were full have hired out themselves for
bread,

and those that were hungry ceased to hungerto hunger .
Even the barren has borne seven,
and she that has many children wastes away.

66 “The LORD kills and makes alive;
He brings down to the grave and brings up.

77 The LORD makes poor and makes rich;
He brings low and lifts up.

88 He raises up the poor out of the dust
and lifts up the oppressed from the dunghill

to make them sit with princes
and inherit a throne of glory.

“For the pillars of the earth belong to the LORD ,
and He has set the world upon them.

99 He will guard the feet of His saints,
but the wicked will be silent in darkness.

“For by strength shall no man prevail.
1010 The adversaries of the LORD will be broken to

pieces;
He will thunder against them out of heaven.
The LORD will judge the ends of the earth.

“He will give strength to His king
and exalt the horn of His anointed.”

1111 Then Elkanah went to Ramah to his house. And the
boy ministered to the LORD before Eli the priest.

Wicked Sons of EliWicked Sons of Eli
1212 Now the sons of Eli were corrupt. They did not

know the LORD . 1313 The priest’s custom with the people
was that when any man offered a sacrifice, the priest’s
servant came while the flesh was cooking with a three-
pronged fork in his hand. 1414 And he struck it into the
pan, or kettle, or cauldron, or pot, andand all that the fork

brought up the priest took for himself. This they did in
Shiloh to all the children of Israel who came there.
1515 Even before they burned the fat, the priest’s servant
would come and say to the man sacrificing, “Give meat
for the priest to roast. For he will not take boiled meat
from you, but only raw.”

1616 If any man said to him, “Let them first burn the fat
and then take as much as you wish,” then he would
answer him, “No, but you will give it to me noto me noww , and if
not, I will take itit by force.”

1717 Therefore the sin of the young men was very great
before the LORD . For the men treated the offering of
the LORD with contempt.

God Blesses HannahGod Blesses Hannah
1818 But Samuel ministered before the LORD , as a boy,

wearing a linen ephod. 1919 Now his mother would make
him a little coat and brought it to him every year when
she came up with her husband to offer the yearly sac-
rifice. 2020 And Eli would bless Elkanah and his wife and
say, “The LORD give you offspring from this woman
for the sake of the request which was made to the
LORD .” Then they would return to their home. 2121 The
LORD visited Hannah, so that she conceived and bore
three sons and two daughters. And the boy Samuel
grew before the LORD .

Eli ConfrEli Confronts Hophni and Phinehasonts Hophni and Phinehas
2222 Now Eli was very old, and he heard all that his sons

were doing to all Israel, even that they lay with the
women who served at the doorway of the tent of
meeting. 2323 He said to them, “Why are you doing these
things? For I am hearing of your evil dealings from all
these people. 2424 No, my sons! Truly, it is not a good re-
port that I hear the people of the LORD spreading. 2525 If
one man sins against another, God will judge him, but
if a man sins against the LORD , who will intercede for
him?” But they did not listen to the voice of their fa-
ther, because the LORD desired to kill them.

2626 Now the boy Samuel was growing both in stature
and favor with the LORD and also with men.

God’God’s Case Against the House of Elis Case Against the House of Eli
2727 A man of God came to Eli and said to him, “Thus

says the LORD , ‘Did I notnot plainly reveal Myself to the
house of your father, when they were in Egypt in
Pharaoh’s house? 2828 And choose him out of all the
tribes of Israel to be My priest, to offer upon My altar,
to burn incense, to wear an ephod before Me? And I
gave to the house of your father all the offerings
made by fire by the children of Israel? 2929 Why do you
kick at My sacrifice and at My offering, which I have
commanded in My dwelling, and honor your sons
above Me, to make yourselves fat with the best of all
the offerings of Israel My people?’

3030 “Therefore the LORD God of Israel says, ‘I surely
said that your house, and the house of your father,
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should walk before Me forever,’ but now the LORD
says, ‘Far be it from Me to do soto do so , for those who honor
Me, I will honor, and those that despise Me will be
humbled. 3131 The days are coming when I will cut off
your authority and the strength of your father’s house,
so there shall not be an old man in your house. 3232 You
shall see the distress of MyMy dwelling, despite all the
good which will be done for Israel. And there shall not
be an elderly man in your house perpetually. 3333 Yet the
one I do not cut off from My altar will be spared so
your eyes will not stop weepingweeping or your soul grieving.
All the increase of your house will die in their prime.

3434 “‘This will be the sign to you which will come upon
your two sons, Hophni and Phinehas: In one day, they
will both die. 3535 And I will raise up for Myself a faithful
priest; what is in My heart and in My soul he will do itit .
And I will build him a sure house, and it will walk be-
fore My anointed forever. 3636 But it will be that everyone
who is left in your house will come and bow down to
him for a piece of silver and a morsel of bread, and
will say, Please attach me to one of the priestly offices,
that I may eat a piece of bread.’”

God Calls SamuelGod Calls Samuel

Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the
LORD before Eli. And the word of the LORD was

rare in those days. There was no vision coming forth.
22 At that time, Eli was lying down in his place (now his

eyes had begun to grow weak that he could not see),
33 and the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and
Samuel was lying down in the house of the LORD
where the ark of God was.

44 Then the LORD called to Samuel, and he answered,
“Here I am.” 55 He ran to Eli and said, “Here I am, for
you called to me.”

And he said, “I did not call. Return, lie down again.”
And he went and lay down.

66 The LORD called Samuel again. So Samuel arose
and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called
me.”

And he answered, “I did not call, my son. Return, lie
down again.”

77 Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD , nor had
the word of the LORD been revealed to him.

88 The LORD again called Samuel a third time. So he
arose and went to Eli and said, “Here I am, for you
called me.”

Then Eli understood that the LORD was calling to the
boy. 99 Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie down. And
it will be, if He calls you, that you will say, ‘Speak, LORD
, for Your servant listens.’” So Samuel went and lay
down in his place.

1010 The LORD came and stood, and He called as at oth-
er times, “Samuel, Samuel.”

Then Samuel said, “Speak, for Your servant listens.”
1111 The LORD said to Samuel, “See, I am doing some-

thing in Israel which will make both ears ring of every
one that hears it. 1212 In that day I will bring about

against Eli everything which I have spoken with regard
to his house, from beginning to end. 1313 For I told him
that I will judge his house forever, for the guilt which
he knew, because his sons are cursed, and he did not
rebuke them. 1414 Therefore I have sworn to the house
of Eli that the iniquity of Eli’s house shall not be atoned
for with sacrifice nor offering forever.”

1515 Samuel lay until the morning; then he opened the
doors of the house of the LORD . Now Samuel feared
to report the vision to Eli. 1616 Then Eli called Samuel,
and said, “Samuel, my son.”

And he answered, “Here I am.”
1717 He said, “What is the thing that the LORD has spo-

ken to you? Do not hide it from me. Thus may God do
so to you, and more also, if you hide from me a word
out of all the things that He spoke to you.” 1818 Samuel
told him everything, and did not hide from him a
thing. And he said, “It is the LORD ; let Him do what is
good in His eyes.”

1919 And Samuel grew, and the LORD was with him and
did not let any of his words fall to the ground. 2020 All Is-
rael from Dan even to Beersheba knew that Samuel
was proven to be a prophet of the LORD . 2121 And the
LORD appeared again in Shiloh. For the LORD revealed
Himself to Samuel in Shiloh by the word of the LORD .

And the word of Samuel came to all Israel.

The Ark of God CapturThe Ark of God Captureded

And Israel went out to battle against the Philistines
and they made camp beside Ebenezer, and the
Philistines encamped in Aphek. 22 The Philistines ar-
rayed themselves in a battle line against Israel, and
when the battle was over, Israel was beaten before the
Philistines, who struck down on the field of battle
about four thousand men. 33 When the people came in-
to the camp, the elders of Israel said, “Why has the
LORD struck us today before the Philistines? Let us
bring the ark of the covenant of the LORD out of
Shiloh to us, that it might come among us and rescue
us out of the hand of our enemies.”

44 So the people sent to Shiloh, that they might bring
from there the ark of the covenant of the LORD of
Hosts, who dwells above the cherubim. And the two
sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, were there with the
ark of the covenant of God.

55 When the ark of the covenant of the LORD came in-
to the camp, all Israel shouted with a great shout, so
that the ground was in an uproar. 66 When the
Philistines heard the sound of the shout, they said,
“What does this great shout in the camp of the He-
brews mean?” Then they understood that the ark of
the LORD had come into the camp.

77 The Philistines were afraid, when they said, “God is
come into the camp.” And they said, “Woe to us! For
this has never happened to usto us before. 88 Woe to us!
Who will deliver us out of the hand of these mighty
gods? These are the gods that struck the Egyptians
with every plague in the wilderness. 99 Be strong and
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be men, O Philistines, lest you be servants to the He-
brews, as they have been to you. Now be men and
fight.”

1010 So the Philistines fought and Israel was beaten.
And they fled every man into his tent. It was a very
great defeat, for there fell of Israel thirty thousand
foot soldiers. 1111 Now the ark of God was taken, and the
two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, died.

1212 There ran a man of Benjamin from the battle line,
and he came to Shiloh the same day with his clothes
torn and with dust upon his head. 1313 When he came, Eli
was sitting on a seat by the wayside watching. For his
heart feared for the ark of God. Now the man came to
tell itit in the city, and all the city cried out.

1414 When Eli heard the noise of the crying, he said,
“What does the noise of this tumult mean?” And the
man hurriedly came and told Eli.

1515 Now Eli was ninety-eight years old, and his eyes
were dim, so that he could not see. 1616 The man said to
Eli, “I am he that came out of the army, and I fled to-
day out of the battle line.”

And he said, “What is the word, my son?”
1717 The messenger answered and said, “Israel has fled

before the Philistines, and there also has been a great
slaughter among the people. Your two sons also,
Hophni and Phinehas, are dead. And the ark of God is
taken.”

1818 When he mentioned the ark of God, Eli fell from off
the seat backward by the side of the gate. And his
neck broke and he died, for he was an old and heavy
man. And he had judged Israel forty years.

1919 His daughter-in-law, Phinehas’ wife, was pregnant,
about to give birth. And when she heard the news that
the ark of God was taken, and that her father-in-law
and her husband were dead, she kneeled down and
gave birth, for her pains came upon her. 2020 About the
time of her death the women that stood by her said to
her, “Do not fear, for you have borne a son.” But she
did not answer or regard it.

2121 She named the child Ichabod, saying, “The glory is
departed from Israel,” because the ark of God was tak-
en, and because of her father-in-law and her husband.
2222 She said, “The glory is departed from Israel, for the
ark of God is taken.”

The Philistines and the ArkThe Philistines and the Ark

Now the Philistines took the ark of God, and
brought it from Ebenezer to Ashdod. 22 When the

Philistines took the ark of God, they brought it into the
house of Dagon and set it by Dagon. 33 When the Ash-
dodites arose early in the morning, Dagon had fallen
upon his face to the ground before the ark of the
LORD . And they took Dagon and set him in his place
again. 44 When they arose early on the next morning,
again Dagon was fallen upon his face to the ground
before the ark of the LORD , and the head of Dagon
and both the palms of his hands were cut off upon the
threshold. Only the torsotorso of Dagon was left to him.

55 Therefore neither the priests of Dagon, nor any com-
ing into Dagon’s house, tread on the threshold of
Dagon in Ashdod to this day.

66 But the hand of the LORD was heavy upon the Ash-
dodites. He desolated them and struck them with tu-
mors, even Ashdod and its territories. 77 When the men
of Ashdod saw that it was so, they said, “The ark of the
God of Israel cannot remain with us. For His hand is
heavy upon us and upon Dagon our god.” 88 So they
sent and gathered all the lords of the Philistines unto
them, and said, “What shall we do with the ark of the
God of Israel?”

And they answered, “Let the ark of the God of Israel
be carried around to Gath.” And they carried the ark of
the God of Israel thertheree .

99 It happened that after they had carried it about, the
hand of the LORD was against the city with a very
great destruction. And He struck the men of the city,
both small and great. And tumors broke out on them.
1010 Therefore they sent the ark of God to Ekron.

And it came about that as the ark of God came to
Ekron, that the Ekronites cried out, saying, “They have
brought about the ark of the God of Israel to slay us
and our people.” 1111 So they sent and gathered together
all the lords of the Philistines, and said, “Send away
the ark of the God of Israel, and let it go again to His
own place that He might not kill me and my people,”
for there was a deadly destruction throughout all the
city. The hand of God was very heavy there. 1212 The men
that did not die were plagued with the tumors. And
the cry of the city went up to heaven.

The Ark Returned to IsrThe Ark Returned to Israelael

Now the ark of the LORD had been in the country
of the Philistines seven months. 22 The Philistines

called for the priests and the diviners, saying, “What
shall we do with the ark of the LORD ? Tell us how we
should send it to its place.”

33 They said, “If you send away the ark of the God of
Israel, do not send it empty. But return to Him a guilt
offering. Then you will be healed, and it will be known
to you why His hand is not removed from you.”

44 Then said they, “What will be the guilt offering
which we will return to Him?”

They answered, “Five golden tumors and five golden
mice according to the number of the lords of the
Philistines. For one plague was on you all, and on your
lords. 55 Therefore you will make images of your tu-
mors and images of your mice that ravage the land.
And you will give glory to the God of Israel. Perhaps
He will lighten His hand from off you, even from off
your gods and from off your land. 66 Why then do you
harden your hearts, as the Egyptians and Pharaoh
hardened their hearts? When He dealt severely with
them, did they not let the people go, and they depart-
ed?

77 “Now therefore make a new cart, and take two milk
cows on which there has never been a yoke. Then tie
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the cows to the cart and bring their calves home, away
from them. 88 Then take the ark of the LORD and set it
on the cart. And put the images of gold, which you re-
turn to Him for a guilt offering, in a box by the side.
And send it away, that it may go. 99 See, if it goes up by
the way of His own territory to Beth Shemesh, then He
has done us this great evil. But if not, then we will
know that it is not His hand that struck us; it was by
chance that it happened to us.”

1010 The men did so. And they took two milk cows, tied
them to the cart, and shut up their calves at home.
1111 And they set the ark of the LORD on the cart, as well
as the box with the mice of gold and the images of
their tumors. 1212 Then the cows took the straight way to
the way of Beth Shemesh, and went along the high-
way, lowing as they went. They did not turn aside to
the right hand or to the left with the lords of the
Philistines walking after them to the border of Beth
Shemesh.

1313 Now Beth Shemesh was reaping their wheat har-
vest in the valley. And they lifted up their eyes and saw
the ark, and they rejoiced to see it. 1414 The cart came in-
to the field of Joshua, the Beth Shemite, and stood
there where there was a great stone. And they split
the wood of the cart, and offered the cows as a burnt
offering to the LORD . 1515 The Levites took down the ark
of the LORD and the box that was with it, where the
articles of gold were, and put them on the great stone.
And the men of Beth Shemesh offered burnt offerings
and made sacrifices the same day to the LORD .
1616 When the five lords of the Philistines had seen it,
they returned to Ekron the same day.

1717 These are the golden tumors which the Philistines
returned for a guilt offering to the LORD : for Ashdod
one, for Gaza one, for Ashkelon one, for Gath one, for
Ekron one. 1818 And the golden mice, according to the
number of all the cities of the Philistines belonging to
the five lords, both of fortified cities, and of country
villages. And the great stone, where they set the ark of
the LORD , is a witnessis a witness to this day in the field of
Joshua, the Beth Shemite.

1919 Then He struck the men of Beth Shemesh, because
they had looked into the ark of the LORD . He struck
fifty thousand and seventy men. And the people
lamented, because the LORD had struck the people
with a great slaughter. 2020 The men of Beth Shemesh
said, “Who is able to stand before the LORD , this holy
God? And to whom will He go up from us?”

2121 And they sent messengers to the inhabitants of
Kiriath Jearim, saying, “The Philistines have brought
back the ark of the LORD . Come down, and take it up
to you.”

So the men of Kiriath Jearim came and took up
the ark of the LORD . And they brought it into the

house of Abinadab on the hill, and sanctified Eleazar
his son to keep the ark of the LORD . 22 And from the
day the ark resided in Kiriath Jearim, the days in-
creased to twenty years.

Samuel Judges IsrSamuel Judges Israelael

And all the house of Israel lamented after the LORD .
33 Samuel spoke to all the house of Israel, saying, “If
you are returning to the LORD with all your heart, then
put away the foreign gods and Ashtoreths from your
midst. And make firm your hearts unto the LORD , and
serve Him only. Then He will deliver you out of the
hand of the Philistines.” 44 So the children of Israel put
away the Baals and Ashtoreths and served the LORD
only.

55 Then Samuel said, “Gather all Israel to Mizpah, and
I will pray to the LORD for you.” 66 They gathered to-
gether to Mizpah. And they drew water and poured it
out before the LORD . And they fasted on that day, and
said there, “We have sinned against the LORD .” So
Samuel judged the children of Israel in Mizpah.

77 When the Philistines heard that the children of Is-
rael were gathered together to Mizpah, the lords of
the Philistines went up against Israel. And when the
children of Israel heard it, they were afraid of the
Philistines. 88 The children of Israel said to Samuel, “Do
not stop crying unto the LORD our God for us, that He
might save us out of the hand of the Philistines.”
99 Samuel took a suckling lamb, and offered it for a
burnt offering unto the LORD . And Samuel cried to
the LORD for Israel and the LORD heard him.

1010 As Samuel was offering up the burnt offering, the
Philistines drew near to battle against Israel, but the
LORD thundered with a great thunder on that day
against the Philistines, and confused them. So they
were beaten before Israel. 1111 Israel’s fighting men went
out of Mizpah, and pursued the Philistines, and struck
them, as far as below Beth Kar.

1212 Then Samuel took a stone and set it between Miz-
pah and Shen. And he called its name Ebenezer †† say-
ing, “Thus far the LORD has helped us.” 1313 So the
Philistines were subdued, and they did not again come
into the territory of Israel.

And the hand of the LORD was against the Philistines
all the days of Samuel. 1414 The cities which the
Philistines had taken from Israel were restored to Is-
rael, from Ekron even to Gath. And Israel rescued their
territory out of the hands of the Philistines. And there
was peace between Israel and the Amorites.

1515 So Samuel judged Israel all the days of his life.
1616 He went annually in a circuit to Bethel, and Gilgal,
and Mizpah. And he judged Israel in all those places.
1717 But his return was to Ramah, for his house was
there and there he judged Israel. And there he built an
altar to the LORD .

IsrIsrael Demands a Kingael Demands a King

And it came about when Samuel was old, that he
installed his sons as judges for Israel. 22 Now the

name of his firstborn son was Joel, and the name of
† Lit. a Stone of help.
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his second son was Abijah. They were judging in Beer-
sheba. 33 But his sons did not walk in his way, for they
followed after unlawful gain, and they took bribes, and
they perverted justice.

44 And all the elders of Israel gathered together and
they came to Samuel at Ramah. 55 They said to him,
“You are old and your sons do not walk in your ways.
Now, install for us a king to govern us like all the na-
tions.”

66 But the thing was evil in the eyes of Samuel, be-
cause they said, “Give us a king to govern us.” And
Samuel prayed to the LORD . 77 The LORD said to
Samuel, “Obey the voice of the people in relation to all
that they say to you. For it is not you they have reject-
ed, but Me they have rejected from reigning over
them. 88 Just as all the deeds which they have done toto
MeMe , from the day I brought them up from Egypt even
to this day, in that they have forsaken Me and have
served other gods, so they are doing also to you nonoww .
99 Now then, obey their voice. Only you will testify
against them and proclaim to them the judgment con-
cerning the king who will reign over them.”

1010 So Samuel said all the words of the LORD to the
people who were asking from him a king. 1111 And he
said, “This will be the judgment concerning the king
who will reign over you: Your sons he will take in order
to place themthem for himself in his chariots and as his
horsemen, and they will run before his chariot, 1212 and
in order to assign for himself captains of thousands
and captains of fifties, and to plow his ground, and to
gather in his harvest, and to make his weapons of war
and the equipment of his chariots. 1313 And your daugh-
ters he will take for perfumers, and cooks, and bakers.
1414 And your choicest fields, and vineyards, and olive
groves he will take and give them to his servants.
1515 And of your seed fields and your vineyards he will
take a tenth of their harvestof their harvest and will give it to his high
officials and to his servants. 1616 And your menservants
and your maidservants, and the best of your young
men and asses he will take and make do his work.
1717 Your flocks he will take a tenth of, but you will be his
for slaves. 1818 And you will cry out in that day because
of your king, whom you have chosen for yourselves,
but the LORD will not answer you in that day.”

1919 But the people refused to obey the voice of
Samuel. And they said, “No! But surely a king will be
over us! 2020 So that we also will be like all the nations!
And so that our king will govern us, and will go out be-
fore us, and will fight our battles.”

2121 And after Samuel heard all the words of the peo-
ple, he spoke them in the hearing of the LORD . 2222 And
the LORD said to Samuel, “Obey their voice, and make
for them a king.”

So Samuel said to Israel’s fighting men, “Go every
man to his city.”

Samuel Anoints SaulSamuel Anoints Saul

Now there was a man of Benjamin, whose name
was Kish, the son of Abiel, the son of Zeror, the

son of Bekorath, the son of Aphiah, a Benjamite, a
mighty man of power. 22 He had a son, whose name
was Saul, a choice and handsome man, and there was
not a better looking man among the children of Israel.
From his shoulders and up he was taller than any of
the people.

33 Now the donkeys of Kish, the father of Saul, were
lost. And Kish said to his son Saul, “Take now one of
the servants with you, and arise, go find the donkeys.”
44 He passed through the mountains of Ephraim, and
passed through the land of Shalisha, but they did not
find them. And they passed through the land of Shaal-
im, but thethey wery weree not therthere.e. Then he passed through
the land of the Benjamites, but they did not find them.

55 When they came to the land of Zuph, Saul said to
his servant that was with him, “Come, and let us re-
turn lest my father stop caringcaring about the donkeys and
worry about us.”

66 He said to him, “Look, there is in this city a man of
God, and he is highly respected. All that he speaks
surely comes about. Now let us go there. Perhaps he
can show us the way that we should go.”

77 Then Saul said to his servant, “But listen, if we go,
what will we bring the man? For the bread is gone
from our satchels, and there is no present to bring to
the man of God. What do we have?”

88 And the servant answered Saul again, and said,
“Look, I have here in my hand a quarter of a shekel †† of
silver. I will give itit to the man of God, to tell us our
way.” 99 (Formerly in Israel, when a man went to inquire
of God, thus he said, “Come, and let us go to the seer.”
For he that is now called a prophet was formerly called
a seer.)

1010 Then Saul said to his servant, “Well said. Come, let
us go.” So they went to the city where the man of God
was.

1111 As they went up the hill to the city, they found
young women going out to draw water and said to
them, “Is the seer here?”

1212 And they answered them and said, “He is. See, he
is ahead of you. Hurry now, for today he came to the
city, because there is a sacrifice for the people in the
high place today. 1313 As soon as you come into the city,
you will find him before he goes up to the high place
to eat. For the people will not eat until he comes, be-
cause he must bless the sacrifice. Afterwards those in-
vited will eat. Now therefore, go up, for about this
time of the day you will find him thertheree .”

1414 So they went up into the city. And when they en-
tered, Samuel was coming toward them to go up to
the high place.

1515 Now the LORD had revealed in the ear of Samuel
one day before Saul came, saying, 1616 “Tomorrow about

† About 1/10 ounce, or 3 grams.
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this time I will send you a man out of the land of Ben-
jamin. And you will anoint him to be leader over My
people Israel, that he may save My people out of the
hand of the Philistines. For I have looked upon My
people, because their cry has come unto Me.”

1717 When Samuel saw Saul, the LORD said to him,
“Here is the man of whom I spoke to you! This one will
rule over My people.”

1818 Then Saul drew near to Samuel in the gate, and
said, “Tell me, please, where is the seer’s house?”

1919 Samuel answered Saul, and said, “I am the seer. Go
up before me to the high place, for you will eat with
me today. And tomorrow I will let you go, and will tell
you thenthen all that is in your heart. 2020 As for your don-
keys that were lost three days ago, do not your worry
about them for they have been found. And on whom is
all the desire of Israel? Is it not on you and on all your
father’s house?”

2121 And Saul answered and said, “Am not I a Ben-
jamite, of the smallest of the tribes of Israel? And my
family the least of all the families of the tribe of Ben-
jamin? Why do you speak to me this way?”

2222 And Samuel took Saul and his servant, and
brought them into the hall, and gave them a place at
the head of those invited, which were about thirty
men. 2323 Samuel said to the cook, “Bring the portion
which I gave you, of which I said to you, ‘Set it aside.’”

2424 Then the cook took up the thigh and what was on
it and set it before Saul. And Samuel said, “Here is
what was set aside. Set it before you and eat, because
it has been kept for you until this time, since I said I
have invited the people.” So Saul ate with Samuel that
day.

2525 When they had come down from the high place in-
to the city, SamuelSamuel spoke with Saul up on the roof.
2626 They arose early, and it was at the rising of the dawn
that Samuel called to Saul on the roof, saying, “Get up,
that I may send you away.” So Saul arose, and both he
and Samuel went to the street. 2727 As they were going
down to the outskirts of the city, Samuel said to Saul,
“Tell the servant to pass on before us.” So he passed
on. “But you stand still and I will proclaim to you the
word of God.”

Then Samuel took a vial of oil and poured it up-
on his head. And he kissed him and said, “Has

not the LORD anointed you over His inheritance as
ruler? 22 When you have departed from me today, you
will find two men by Rachel’s tomb in the territory of
Benjamin at Zelzah. And they will say to you, ‘The don-
keys which you went to look for have been found. And
now, your father has stopped caring about the don-
keys, and worries for you, saying, “What will I do for
my son?” ’

33 “Then you will go forward from there, and you will
come to the plain of Tabor. And there you will meet
three men going up to God to Bethel: one carrying
three kids, another carrying three loaves of bread, and
another carrying a bottle of wine. 44 And they will greet

you and give you two loaves of bread, which you will
receive from their hands.

55 “After that you will come to the hill of God, where
the garrison of the Philistines is. And when you come
there to the city, you will meet a group of prophets
coming down from the high place with a harp, a tam-
bourine, a flute, and a lyre before them. And they will
prophesy. 66 And the Spirit of the LORD will come upon
you, and you will prophesy with them. And you will be
turned into another man. 77 And it will be when these
signs come to you, do for yourself what the occasion
requires; for God is with you.

88 “Then you will go down before me to Gilgal. And lis-
ten, I will be coming down to you, in orin orderder to offer
burnt offerings, andand to offer sacrifices of peace offer-
ings. Seven days you will wait, until I come to you.
Then I will make known to you what you will do.”

99 And it happened, that when he turned his back to
go from Samuel, that God gave him another heart.
And all those signs came to pass that day. 1010 When
they came to the hill, a group of prophets met him.
And the Spirit of God came upon him, and he prophe-
sied among them. 1111 So when all who previously knew
him saw that he prophesied among the prophets, the
people said one to another, “What is this that has
come upon the son of Kish? Is Saul also among the
prophets?”

1212 And a man from there answered and said, “But
who is their father?” Therefore it became a proverb, “Is
Saul also among the prophets?” 1313 When he had fin-
ished prophesying, he came to the high place.

1414 And Saul’s uncle said to him and to his servant,
“Where did you go?”

And he said, “To seek the donkeys. And when we saw
that thethey wery weree nowhere araroundound , we went to Samuel.”

1515 Saul’s uncle said, “Please tell me what Samuel said
to you.”

1616 Saul said to his uncle, “He told us plainly that the
donkeys were found.” But the matter of the kingdom,
of which Samuel had spoken, he did not mention.

Saul PrSaul Proclaimed Kingoclaimed King
1717 Therefore Samuel called the people together unto

the LORD at Mizpah. 1818 And he said to the children of
Israel, “Thus says the LORD , the God of Israel, ‘I
brought up Israel out of Egypt, and delivered you out
of the hand of the Egyptians, and out of the hand of all
kingdoms, and of them that oppressed you.’ 1919 But you
have today rejected your God, who saves you from all
your troubles and your distresses. And you have said
to Him, ‘No, but set a king over us.’ Now therefore pre-
sent yourselves before the LORD by your tribes, and
by your clans.”

2020 So Samuel brought near all the tribes of Israel and
the tribe of Benjamin was taken. 2121 Then he brought
near the tribe of Benjamin by its families. And the fam-
ily of Matri was chosen. Then Saul the son of Kish was
taken. But when they sought him, he could not be
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found. 2222 Therefore they inquired again of the LORD ,
“Has the man come here yet?”

And the LORD answered, “He has hidden himself
among the equipment.”

2323 So they ran and took him from there. When he
stood among the people, he was taller than any of the
people from his shoulders and upward. 2424 Then
Samuel said to all the people, “Do you see him whom
the LORD has chosen? Truly there is none like him
among all the people.”

And all the people shouted and said, “ LongLong live the
king.”

2525 Samuel told the people the ordinances of the king-
dom, and wrote them in a book, and laid them up be-
fore the LORD . And Samuel sent all the people away,
every man to his house.

2626 Saul also went home to Gibeah. And there went
with him a band ofa band of valiant menmen whose hearts God had
touched. 2727 But some worthless men said, “How will
this man save us?” And they despised him, and did not
bring him a present. But he remained silent.

Saul Rescues Jabesh GileadSaul Rescues Jabesh Gilead

Then Nahash the Ammonite came up, and en-
camped against Jabesh Gilead. And all the men

of Jabesh said to Nahash, “Make a covenant with us,
and we will serve you.”

22 Nahash the Ammonite answered them, “On this
conditioncondition will I make a covenant with you, that I may
pluck out all your right eyes. So I will inflict it as a re-
proach upon all Israel.”

33 The elders of Jabesh said to him, “Give us seven
days, that we may send messengers to all the territory
of Israel. And thenthen if there is no one to rescue us, we
will come out to you.”

44 So the messengers came to Gibeah of Saul, and
spoke the words in the ears of the people. And all the
people lifted up their voices, and wept. 55 Now Saul waswas
coming out of the field after the cattle, and Saul said,
“Why are the people weeping?” And they reported to
him the words of the men of Jabesh.

66 The Spirit of God came strongly upon Saul when he
heard these words, and he became very angry. 77 He
took a yoke of oxen, and hewed them in pieces. And
he sent them throughout all the territory of Israel by
the hands of messengers, saying, “Whoever does not
come out after Saul and after Samuel, so will it be
done to his oxen.” And the fear of the LORD fell on the
people, and they came out as one man. 88 When he
numbered them in Bezek, the children of Israel were
three hundred thousand, and the men of Judah thirty
thousand.

99 They said to the messengers that came, “Thus will
you say to the men of Jabesh Gilead, ‘Tomorrow, by
the time the sun is hot, you will have help.’” And the
messengers came and reported it to the men of
Jabesh and they were glad. 1010 Therefore the men of

Jabesh said, “Tomorrow we will come out to you, and
you may do to us all that seems good to you.”

1111 On the next day Saul put the people in three com-
panies. And they came into the midst of the camp in
the morning and struck down the Ammonites until the
heat of the day. Those surviving were scattered, so
that eevenven two of them were not left together.

Saul Confirmed as KingSaul Confirmed as King
1212 The people said to Samuel, “Who said, ‘Shall Saul

reign over us?’ Bring the men, that we may put them
to death.”

1313 Saul said, “There will not be a man put to death
this day. For today the LORD has worked deliverance
in Israel.”

1414 Then Samuel said to the people, “Come, and let us
go to Gilgal and renew the kingdom there.” 1515 All the
people went to Gilgal and there they made Saul king
before the LORD in Gilgal. And there they made sacri-
fices of peace offerings before the LORD . And there
Saul and all Israel’s fighting men rejoiced greatly.

Samuel’Samuel’s Fars Fareewell Addrwell Addressess

Then Samuel said to all Israel: “I have listened
to your voice in all that you said to me, and have

made a king over you. 22 And now, see, the king walks
before you, but I am old and gray-headed. As for my
sons, they are with you. But I have walked before you
from my childhood to this day. 33 Behold, here I am.
Witness against me before the LORD and before His
anointed. Whose ox have I taken? Or whose donkey
have I taken? Or whom have I defrauded? Whom have
I oppressed? Or from whose hand have I received any
bribe to blind my eyes with? Indeed I will restore it
you.”

44 They said, “You have not defrauded us, nor op-
pressed us. Neither have you taken anything from any
man’s hand.”

55 He said to them, “The LORD is witness against you,
and His anointed is witness this day, that you have not
found anything in my hand.”

And they answered, “ He isHe is witness.”
66 Samuel said to the people: “It is the LORD that pre-

pared Moses and Aaron, and that brought your fa-
thers up out of the land of Egypt. 77 Now therefore
stand still that I may reason with you before the LORD
, concerning all the righteous acts of the LORD , which
He did for you and your fathers.

88 “When Jacob went into Egypt and your fathers cried
out to the LORD , the LORD sent Moses and Aaron
who brought forth your fathers out of Egypt and made
them dwell in this place.

99 “When they forgot the LORD their God, He sold
them into the hand of Sisera, captain of the host of
Hazor, and into the hand of the Philistines, and into
the hand of the king of Moab. And they fought against
them. 1010 They cried to the LORD , and said, ‘We have
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sinned, because we have forsaken the LORD and have
served the Baals and the Ashtoreths. But now deliver
us out of the hand of our enemies, and we will serve
You.’ 1111 The LORD sent Jerub-Baal, Bedan, †† Jephthah,
and Samuel. And He delivered you out of the hand of
your enemies on every side, and you dwelled in safety.

1212 “When you saw that Nahash, king of the Am-
monites, came against you, you said to me, ‘No, but a
king will reign over us,’ when the LORD your God was
your king. 1313 Now therefore, look at the king whom you
have chosen and for whom you have asked! And see
that the LORD has set a king over you. 1414 If you will
fear the LORD , and serve Him, and obey His voice,
and not rebel against the commandment of the LORD
, then both you and the king that reigns over you will
continue following the LORD your God. 1515 But if you
will not obey the voice of the LORD , but rebel against
the commandment of the LORD , then will the hand of
the LORD be against you, as it wasas it was against your fa-
thers.

1616 “Even now, take your stand and see this great
thing which the LORD is doing before your eyes. 1717 Is it
not the wheat harvest today? I will call to the LORD .
And He will send thunder and rain, that you may know
and see that your wickedness is great, which you have
done in the sight of the LORD , by asking for your-
selves a king.”

1818 So Samuel called to the LORD . And the LORD sent
thunder and rain that day, and all the people greatly
feared the LORD and Samuel.

1919 All the people said to Samuel, “Pray for your ser-
vants to the LORD your God, that we will not die, for
we have added to all our sins this evil, to ask for our-
selves a king.”

2020 Samuel said to the people, “Do not fear. You have
done all this wickedness, only do not turn aside from
following the LORD , and serve the LORD with all your
heart. 2121 But do not turn aside, for then you would bethen you would be
goinggoing after empty things which cannot profit or deliv-
er, for they are nothing. 2222 As befits His great name,
the LORD will not abandon His people. For it has
pleased the LORD to make you His people. 2323 Moreover
as for me, God forbid that I should sin against the
LORD in ceasing to pray for you. But I will teach you
the good and the right way. 2424 Fear the LORD ; serve
Him in truth with all your heart, and consider what
great things He has done for you. 2525 But if you still do
wickedly, both you and your king will be swept away.”

Saul Fails His CommissionSaul Fails His Commission

Saul was thirtythirty years old when he began to
reign, and he reigned fortyforty -two years over Is-

rael. ††††

† Perhaps a Barakhere (see LXX). †† Lit. “The son of a year
was Saul in his ruling and two years he ruled over Israel.” Most
translations read in Saul’s age and length of reign from external evi-
dence (Josephus) or from the New Testament (Paul, who mentions a
forty-year reign for Saul in Ac 13:21).

22 Saul chose for himself three thousand men of Is-
rael. Two thousand were with Saul in Mikmash and in
mountains of Bethel, and a thousand were with
Jonathan in Gibeah of Benjamin. The rest of the peo-
ple he sent each to his tent.

33 Jonathan struck the garrison of the Philistines that
was in Geba, and the Philistines heard of it. And Saul
blew the trumpet throughout all the land, saying, “Let
the Hebrews hear.” 44 All Israel heard that Saul had
struck the garrison of the Philistines, and that Israel
had become odious to the Philistines. And the people
were called together after Saul to Gilgal.

55 The Philistines gathered together to fight with Is-
rael, thirty thousand chariots and six thousand horse-
men, with people like the sand which is on the
seashore in multitude. And they came up and camped
in Mikmash, east of Beth Aven. 66 When Israel’s fighting
men saw that they were in a strait (for the people were
distressed), then the people hid themselves in caves,
in hollows, amongamong rocks, and in cellars and cisterns. 77

SomeSome of the Hebrews went over Jordan to the land of
Gad and Gilead.

But as foras for Saul, he was still in Gilgal, and all the peo-
ple followed him, trembling. 88 He waited seven days,
according to the set time that Samuel had appointedhad appointed .
But Samuel did not come to Gilgal, and the people
were scattered from him. 99 Saul said, “Bring here to me
the burnt offering and the peace offerings.” Then he
offered the burnt offering. 1010 When he finished offer-
ing the burnt offering, Samuel came. And Saul went
out to meet him to greet him.

1111 Samuel said, “What have you done?”
And Saul said, “Because I saw that the people were

scattered from me, and that you did not come to the
appointed assembly days, and the Philistines are gath-
ering themselves together at Mikmash, 1212 therefore I
said, ‘The Philistines will come down now upon me to
Gilgal, and I have not yetyet appeased the face of the
LORD .’ So I forced myself, and offered the burnt offer-
ing.”

1313 Samuel said to Saul, “You have done foolishly. You
have not kept the commandment of the LORD your
God, which He commanded you. Truly now, the LORD
would have established your kingdom over Israel for-
ever. 1414 But now your kingdom will not continue. The
LORD has sought for Himself a man after His own
heart and the LORD has commanded him to be prince
over His people, because you have not kept that which
the LORD commanded you.”

1515 Samuel arose, and went up from Gilgal to Gibeah
of Benjamin. And Saul numbered the people that were
present with him, about six hundred men.

IsrIsrael Unarmedael Unarmed
1616 Now Saul, and Jonathan his son, and the people

that were with them, were staying in Gibeah of Ben-
jamin, but the Philistines encamped in Mikmash.
1717 Then raiders came out of the camp of the Philistines
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in three companies. One company turned to the way
that leads to Ophrah, to the land of Shual. 1818 And an-
other company turned the way to Beth Horon. And an-
other company turned to the way of the border that
looks to the Valley of Zeboyim toward the wilderness.

1919 Now there was no blacksmith found throughout all
the land of Israel. For the Philistines said, “Lest the He-
brews make for themselves swords or spears.” 2020 So all
the children of Israel went down to the Philistines, to
sharpen every man his plow-point, his axe, his adze
and his hoe. 2121 The sharpening charchargege was two-thirds
of a shekel †† for plow-points, axes, pitchforks, and
adzes, and to fix an ox-goad.

2222 So it came to pass on the day of battle, that nei-
ther sword nor spear were found in the hand of any of
the people who were with Saul and Jonathan. But they
were found in the hand ofin the hand of Saul and Jonathan his son.

2323 And the garrison of the Philistines had marched
out to the ravine of Mikmash.

Jonathan Defeats the PhilistinesJonathan Defeats the Philistines

A day came that Jonathan, the son of Saul, said
to the young man that bore his armor, “Come,

and let us cross over to the Philistine garrison which is
on the other side.” But he did not tell his father.

22 Now Saul was staying on the outskirts of Gibeah
under the pomegranate tree which is in Migron. And
the people that were with him werweree about six hundred
men. 33 And Ahijah, the son of Ahitub, Ichabod’s broth-
er, the son of Phinehas, the son of Eli, the priest of the
LORD in Shiloh, was wearing the ephod. But the peo-
ple did not know that Jonathan had gone.

44 Between the passages, by which Jonathan sought
to go over to the Philistines’ garrison, there was a
sharp rock on the one side, and a sharp rock on the
other side. And the name of the one was Bozez, and
the name of the other Seneh. 55 The crag of the one
rose north opposite Mikmash, and the other faced
southward opposite Geba.

66 Jonathan said to the young man bearing his armor,
“Come, and let us cross over to the garrison of these
uncircumcised. Perhaps the LORD will work for us. For
the LORD is not limited to save by many or by few.”

77 His armor bearer said to him, “Do all that is in your
heart. Turn yourself, andand I will bewill be with you according
to your heart.”

88 Then Jonathan said, “Now we will cross over to
thesethese men, and we will reveal ourselves to them. 99 If
they say to us, ‘Wait until we come to you,’ then we will
stand still in our place, and we will not go up to them.
1010 But if they say, ‘Come up to us,’ then we will go up,
for the LORD has delivered them into our hand, and
this will be a sign to us.”

1111 So the two of them revealed themselves to the
garrison of the Philistines. And the Philistines said,
“Look, the Hebrews are coming out of the caves where
they have hidden themselves.” 1212 The men of the garri-

† About 1/4 ounce, or 8 grams.

son answered Jonathan and his armor bearer, and
said, “Come up to us, and we will teach you some-
thing.”

So Jonathan said to his armor bearer, “Come up after
me. For the LORD has delivered them into the hand of
Israel.”

1313 Jonathan climbed up upon his hands and upon his
feet with his armor bearer behind him. And they fell
before Jonathan. And his armor bearer was dealing
death blows after him. 1414 That first slaughter, which
Jonathan and his armor bearer made, was about twen-
ty men within about a half-acre field.

1515 There was trembling in the camp, in the field, and
among all the people. The garrison and the raiders al-
so trembled, and the ground quaked. It was the fear
of God.

1616 The watchmen of Saul in Gibeah of Benjamin
looked, and behold, the multitude melted away, and
they went even here and therand theree . 1717 Then Saul said to
the people that were with him, “Number now, and see
who has gone from us.” And when they had num-
bered, Jonathan nor his armor bearer werwere there theree .

1818 Saul said to Ahijah, “Bring here the ark of God.” For
the ark of God was at that time with the children of Is-
rael. 1919 It came to pass, while Saul talked to the priest,
that the noise which was in the camp of the Philistines
went on and increased. So Saul said to the priest,
“Withdraw your hand.”

2020 Saul and all the people who were with him assem-
bled, and they went to the battle. And every man’s
sword was against his fellow, so that there was very
great confusion. 2121 Even the Hebrews who were with
the Philistines the days before, who went up with
them into the camp from the country round about,
even they also turned to be with the children of Israel
that were with Saul and Jonathan. 2222 Also all of Israel’s
fighting men, who had hidden themselves in moun-
tains of Ephraim, heard that the Philistines fled, and
even they followed hard after them in the battle. 2323 So
the LORD saved Israel that day, and the battle passed
beyond Beth Aven.

Saul’Saul’s Rash Oaths Rash Oath
2424 Now Israel’s fighting men were distressed that day.

For Saul had placed the people under a curse, saying,
“Cursed is the man that eats any food before it is
evening, and I have been avenged on my enemies.” So
none of the people tasted any food.

2525 All the peoplethe people of the land came to the forest, and
there was honey on the ground. 2626 When the people
came into the forest therthere wase was flowing honey. But no
man put his hand to his mouth, because the people
feared the oath. 2727 But Jonathan had not heard when
his father made the people swear. Therefore he put
forward the end of the rod that was in his hand, and
dipped it in the honeycomb. Then he put his hand to
his mouth, and his eyes were brightened. 2828 Then one
of the people answered, and said, “Your father surely
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made the people swear, saying, ‘Cursed is the man
that eats any food this day.’” And the people were
weary.

2929 Then said Jonathan, “My father has troubled the
land. See how my eyes have brightened, because I
tasted a little of this honey. 3030 How much more, if the
people had surely eaten freely today of the spoil of
their enemies which they found? But now the defeat of
the Philistines has not been great.”

3131 And they struck the Philistines that day from Mik-
mash to Aijalon, and the people were very weary.
3232 The people rushed upon the spoil; they took sheep,
oxen, and calves and slew them on the ground. And
the people ate themthem with the blood. 3333 Then they re-
ported to Saul, saying, “Look, the people are sinning
against the LORD by eating the blood.”

And he said, “You have dealt faithlessly. Roll a great
stone to me this day.” 3434 Saul said, “Disperse your-
selves among the people, and say to them, ‘Bring to
me here every man his ox or sheep. And slaughter
them here, and eat. But you shall not sin against the
LORD by eating with the blood.’”

And all the people brought every man his ox with
him that night, and slew themthem there. 3535 And Saul built
an altar to the LORD . It was the first altar that he built
to the LORD .

3636 Saul said, “Let us go down after the Philistines by
night and plunder them until the morning light. And
let us not leave a man of them.”

And they said, “Do whatever seems good to you.”
Then the priest said, “Let us draw near here to God.”
3737 Saul asked of God, “Shall I go down after the

Philistines? Will You deliver them into the hand of Is-
rael?” But He did not answer him that day.

3838 Saul said, “Come here, all you leaders of the peo-
ple, and observe and see how this sin has come about
this day. 3939 For, as the LORD lives, who saves Israel,
even if it is in Jonathan my son, he will surely die.” But
there was not one who answered him from among all
the people.

4040 Then he said to all Israel, “You will be on one side,
and I and Jonathan my son will be on the other side.”

And the people said to Saul, “Do what seems good to
you.”

4141 Therefore Saul said to the LORD , the God of Israel,
“Give a perfect lot.” And Saul and Jonathan were taken,
but the people escaped. 4242 Saul said, “Cast lots be-
tween me and Jonathan my son.” And Jonathan was
taken.

4343 Then Saul said to Jonathan, “Tell me what you have
done.”

And Jonathan told him, and said, “I indeed tasted a
little honey with the end of the staff that was in my
hand. Here I am. I must die.”

4444 Saul said, “May God do so to meto me and more also, for
you will surely die, Jonathan.”

4545 The people said to Saul, “Will Jonathan die, who
has worked this great salvation in Israel? God forbid.

As the LORD lives, there will not one hair of his head
fall to the ground. For he has worked with God this
day.” So the people rescued Jonathan, and he did not
die.

4646 Then Saul went up from following the Philistines,
and the Philistines went to their own place.

4747 So Saul took the kingdom over Israel and fought
against all his enemies on every side, against Moab,
and against the Ammonites, against Edom and against
the kings of Zobah, and against the Philistines. What-
ever place he turned himself, he defeated themthem . 4848 He
gathered an army, and struck the Amalekites, and de-
livered Israel out of the hand of its plunderers.

Saul’Saul’s Familys Family
4949 Now the sons of Saul were Jonathan, Ishvi, and

Malki-Shua. And the names of his two daughters were
Merab, the firstborn, and Michal, the youngest. 5050 And
the name of the wife of Saul was Ahinoam, the daugh-
ter of Ahimaaz. And the name of the captain of his
army was Abner, the son of Ner, the uncle of Saul.
5151 Kish was the father of Saul, and Ner the father of Ab-
ner was the son of Abiel.

5252 There was strong war against the Philistines all the
days of Saul, and when Saul saw any strong man, or
any valiant man, he took him into his service.

TheThe LLORDORD Rejects SaulRejects Saul

Samuel said to Saul, “The LORD sent me to
anoint you to be king over His people, over Is-

rael. Now therefore listen to the voice of the words of
the LORD . 22 Thus says the LORD of Hosts, ‘I remember
what Amalek did to Israel, how he laid wait for him in
the way, when he came up from Egypt. 33 Now go and
strike Amalek, and utterly destroy all that they have,
and do not have compassion on them but put to death
both man and woman, child and infant, ox and sheep,
camel and donkey.’”

44 So Saul summoned the people together, and num-
bered them in Telaim, two hundred thousand foot sol-
diers and ten thousand men of Judah. 55 Then Saul
came to the city of Amalek and laid an ambush in the
valley. 66 Saul said to the Kenites, “Go, depart, go down
from among the Amalekites, lest I destroy you with
them. For you showed kindness to all the children of
Israel when they came up out of Egypt.” So the Kenites
departed from among the Amalekites.

77 Then Saul struck the Amalekites from Havilah until
you come to Shur, which is near Egypt. 88 He took Agag
the king of the Amalekites alive and utterly destroyed
all the people with the edge of the sword. 99 But Saul
and the people spared Agag, and the best of the
sheep, oxen, fatlings, and lambs. And of all that was
good, they were not willing to utterly destroy them.
But everything that was despised and weak, that they
completely destroyed.
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1010 Then came the word of the LORD to Samuel, say-
ing, 1111 “I regret that I have set up Saul to be king be-
cause he has turned back from following Me, and he
has not carried out My words.” And it grieved Samuel,
and he cried to the LORD all night.

1212 When Samuel rose early to meet Saul in the morn-
ing, it was told Samuel, saying, “Saul came to Carmel
and set himself up a monument. Then he turned and
has passed on down to Gilgal.”

1313 Samuel came to Saul. And Saul said to him,
“Blessed are you of the LORD . I have carried out the
word of the LORD .”

1414 Samuel said, “Then what is the sound of this flock
of sheep in my ears? And the sound of the cattle which
I am hearing?”

1515 And Saul said, “They have brought them from the
Amalekites. For the people spared the best of the
sheep and oxen, to sacrifice to the LORD your God,
and the rest we have utterly destroyed.”

1616 Then Samuel said to Saul, “Stop, and I will tell you
what the LORD spoke to me this night.”

And he said to him, “Speak.”
1717 Samuel said, “When you were little in your own

sight, were you not made the head of the tribes of Is-
rael, and the LORD anointed you king over Israel?
1818 And the LORD sent you on a journey, and said, ‘Go
and utterly destroy the sinners, the Amalekites, and
fight against them until they are destroyed.’ 1919 Why
then did you not obey the voice of the LORD ? And why
did you rush upon the spoil and do evil in the sight of
the LORD ?”

2020 And Saul said to Samuel, “I have obeyed the voice
of the LORD . And I have followed in the way which the
LORD sent me, and have brought Agag the king of
Amalek, and have utterly destroyed the Amalekites.
2121 But the people took from the plunder sheep and ox-
en, the first fruits of the banned things to sacrifice to
the LORD your God in Gilgal.”

2222 Samuel said,
“Does the LORD delight in burnt offerings and sacri-

fices
as much as in obeying the voice of the LORD ?

Obedience is better than sacrifice,
a listening ear than the fat of rams.

2323 For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft,
and stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry.

Because you have rejected the word of the LORD ,
He has also rejected you from being king.”

2424 Saul said to Samuel, “I have sinned. For I have
transgressed the commandment of the LORD , and
your words, because I feared the people, and obeyed
their voice. 2525 Now therefore, please pardon my sin
and return with me, that I may worship the LORD .”

2626 Samuel said to Saul, “I will not return with you. For
you have rejected the word of the LORD , and the
LORD has rejected you from being king over Israel.”

2727 As Samuel turned about to go, he seized the edge
of his robe and it tore. 2828 Samuel said to him, “The

LORD has torn the kingdom of Israel from you this
day, and has given it to a neighbor of yours who is bet-
ter than you. 2929 Also the Strength of Israel will not lie
nor repent. For He is not a man, that He should re-
pent.”

3030 Then he said, “I have sinned, yet please honor me
before the elders of my people, and before Israel, and
turn back with me, that I may worship the LORD your
God.” 3131 So Samuel turned back after Saul, and Saul
worshipped the LORD .

3232 Then Samuel said, “Bring me Agag the king of the
Amalekites.”

And Agag came to him reluctantly. But Agag said,
“Surely the bitterness of death is past.”

3333 Samuel said,
“As your sword has made women childless,
so will your mother be childless among women.”

And Samuel hacked Agag in pieces before the LORD in
Gilgal.

3434 Then Samuel went to Ramah, and Saul went up to
his house to Gibeah of Saul. 3535 Now Samuel did not see
Saul up to the day of his death. But Samuel mourned
for Saul and the LORD regretted that he had made
Saul king over Israel.

Samuel Anoints David as KingSamuel Anoints David as King

The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you
mourn for Saul, since I have rejected him from

ruling over Israel? Fill your horn with oil and go. I will
send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have chosen
a king for Myself frfromom among his sons.”

22 Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears it, he will
kill me.”

And the LORD said, “Take a heifer with you and say, ‘I
have come to sacrifice to the LORD .’ 33 Call Jesse to the
sacrifice, and I will show you what you will do. And you
will anoint for Me himhim whom I tell to you.”

44 Samuel did that which the LORD spoke, and came
to Bethlehem. The elders of the town trembled at his
coming, and said, “Do you come in peace?”

55 And he said, “I have come in peace to sacrifice to
the LORD . Consecrate yourselves, and come with me
to the sacrifice.” And he consecrated Jesse and his
sons and called them to the sacrifice.

66 When they came, he looked on Eliab, and said,
“Surely the anointed of the LORD is before Him.”

77 But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look on his
appearance or on the height of his stature, because I
have rejected him. For the LORD sees not as man sees.
For man looks on the outward appearance, but the
LORD looks on the heart.”

88 Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass be-
fore Samuel. And he said, “Neither has the LORD cho-
sen this oneone .” 99 Then Jesse made Shammah to pass by.
And he said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this oneone .”
1010 So Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel.
And Samuel said to Jesse, “The LORD has not chosen
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these.” 1111 Samuel said to Jesse, “Are thesethese all your
young men?”

And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, and
thertheree he is shepherding the flock.”

Then Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him, for
we will not sit down until he comes here.”

1212 So he sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy
with beautiful eyes and a good appearance.

And the LORD said, “Arise, anoint him, for this is he.”
1313 Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed

him in the midst of his brothers. And the Spirit of the
LORD came on David from that day forward. So
Samuel arose and went to Ramah.

David Serves SaulDavid Serves Saul
1414 Now the Spirit of the LORD departed from Saul

and an evil spirit from the LORD terrified him.
1515 So the servants of Saul said to him, “See, an evil

spirit from God troubles you. 1616 Let our lord now tell
your servants, who are before you, thatthat they might
seek out a man experienced in playing the lyre. And it
will come to pass, when the evil spirit from God is on
you, that he will play with his hand, and you will be
well.”

1717 Saul said to his servants, “Find me now a man that
can play well, and bring him to me.”

1818 Then one from the servants answered, and said, “I
have seen a son of Jesse the Bethlehemite, who is ex-
perienced in playing music, a mighty man of valor, a
man of battle, and skillful in words, even a man of fine
appearance. And the LORD is with him.”

1919 Therefore Saul sent messengers to Jesse, and said,
“Send me David your son, who is with the sheep.”
2020 Jesse took a donkey laden with bread, a bottle of
wine, and a young goat and he sent them with his son
David to Saul.

2121 David came to Saul, and stood before him. And
Saul loved him greatly and he became his armor bear-
er. 2222 Saul sent to Jesse, saying, “Let David stand before
me, for he has found favor in my sight.”

2323 It happened that when the evil spirit from God
came on Saul, David would take the lyre in his hand
and play. So Saul was refreshed and was well, and the
evil spirit departed from him.

David and GoliathDavid and Goliath

Now the Philistines gathered their armies for
battle, and were gathered at Sokoh, which be-

longs to Judah. And they camped between Sokoh and
Azekah in Ephes Dammim. 22 Saul and Israel’s fighting
men were gathered, and they camped in the Valley of
Elah. And they drew up in battle order to meet the
Philistines. 33 Now the Philistines were standing at thethe
base ofbase of the mountain on the one side, and Israel was
standing at the base ofthe base of the mountain on the other
side, and the valley was between them.

44 There went out a champion from the camp of the
Philistines, Goliath was his name, from Gath, whose
height was six cubits and a span. ††55 He had a helmet of
bronze on his head, and he was armed with a coat of
mail. Now the weight of the bronze coat was five thou-
sand shekels. ††††66 He had greaves of bronze on his legs
and a bronze javelin between his shoulders. 77 The staff
of his spear was like a weaver’s beam. His iron spear-
head weighed six hundred shekels. ‡‡ And a shield-
bearer was walking before him.

88 He stood and called out to the ranks of Israel, “Why
have you come out to line up for battle? Am not I the
Philistine, and you the servants of Saul? Choose for
yourselves a man and let him come down to me. 99 If
he is able to fight with me and to strike me down, then
we will be your servants. But if I prevail against him
and strike him down, then you will be our servants
and will serve us.” 1010 The Philistine said, “I defy the bat-
tle lines of Israel this day. Give me a man, and let us
fight together.” 1111 When Saul and all Israel heard these
words of the Philistine, they were filled with terror and
were greatly afraid.

1212 Now David was the son of that Ephrathite of Beth-
lehem in Judah whose name was Jesse, who had eight
sons. And the man was old in the days of Saul andand ad-
vanced in years. 1313 The three eldest sons of Jesse went
and followed Saul to the battle. And the names of his
three sons that went to the battle were Eliab the first-
born, and next to him Abinadab, and the third was
Shammah. 1414 As for David, he was the youngest. The
three eldest followed Saul, 1515 but David would go back
and forth from Saul to shepherd his father’s flock in
Bethlehem.

1616 The Philistine stepped forward morning and
evening and took his stand dailydaily for forty days.

1717 Then Jesse said to David his son, “Take now for
your brothers an ephah ‡†‡† of this parched grain and
these ten loaves and run to the camp to your brothers.
1818 Carry these ten cheeses to the captain of their thou-
sand, and look into your brothers’ health, and bring
back news of them.” 1919 Now Saul, and they, and all Is-
rael’s fighting men were in the Valley of Elah fighting
with the Philistines.

2020 So David rose up early in the morning and left the
flock with a keeper. And he carried away the foodthe food and
went as Jesse had commanded him. And when he
came to the encampment, the army was going out to
the battle line, and they shouted a war cry. 2121 And Is-
rael and the Philistines ordered themselves in battle
lines, army against army. 2222 David left his things with
the keeper of the equipment, and he ran to the battle
line. And he went and greeted his brothers. 2323 As he
was speaking with them, the champion, Goliath, the
Philistine from Gath, was going up from the battle line
of the Philistines. And he spoke these same words and

† About 9 feet 9 inches, or 3 meters. †† About 125 pounds, or
58 kilograms. ‡ About 15 pounds, or 6.9 kilograms. ‡† Likely
about 36 pounds, or 16 kilograms.
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David heard them. 2424 When all Israel’s fighting men
saw the man, they fled from him, and were very afraid.

2525 The men of Israel said, “Have you seen this man
who has come up? Surely he has come up to defy Is-
rael, and it will be that the man who kills him, the king
will enrich him with great riches, will give him his
daughter, and will make his father’s house exempt
frfrom taxom taxeses in Israel.”

2626 David spoke to the men that stood by him, saying,
“What will be done for the man that kills this Philistine
and takes away thisthis reproach from Israel? For who is
this uncircumcised Philistine that he should defy the
armies of the living God?”

2727 And the people answered him in the same way,
saying, “So will it be done to the man who kills him.”

2828 Eliab his eldest brother heard when he spoke to
the men. And Eliab’s anger was kindled against David,
and he said, “Why have you come down here? And
with whom have you left those few sheep in the
wilderness? I know your pride and the evil of your
heart. For you have come down that you might see the
battle.”

2929 David said, “What have I done now? Was it not onlyonly
a word?” 3030 And he turned from him toward another
and spoke in the same way. And the people answered
him again as at the first. 3131 When the words which
David spoke were heard, they reported them to Saul
and he sent for him.

3232 David said to Saul, “Let no man’s heart fail because
of him. Your servant will go and fight with this Philis-
tine.”

3333 Saul said to David, “You are not able to go against
this Philistine to fight with him. For you are but a
youth, and he has been a man of war from his youth.”

3434 David said to Saul, “Your servant was a shepherd
for my father’s flock, and the lion came and the bear,
and took a lamb out of the flock. 3535 And I went out af-
ter him, and struck him, and delivered it out of his
mouth. And when he arose against me, I took hold of
his beard, struck him, and killed him. 3636 Your servant
slew both the lion and the bear. And this uncircum-
cised Philistine will be as one of them, because he has
reviled the armies of the living God.” 3737 David said,
“The LORD who delivered me out of the paw of the li-
on and out of the paw of the bear, He will deliver me
out of the hand of this Philistine.”

And Saul said to David, “Go, and the LORD be with
you.”

3838 Saul clothed David with his armor. And he put a
helmet of bronze on his head. He also clothed him
with a coat of mail. 3939 David secured his sword to his
armor and tried to walk, but he was not used to it, for
he had not tested themthem .

And David said to Saul, “I cannot walk with these, for
I have not tested themthem .” So David took them off. 4040 He
took his staff in his hand and chose for himself five
smooth stones out of the brook. And he put them in

his shepherd’s bag, even in a pouch. And his sling was
in his hand. Then he drew near to the Philistine.

4141 The Philistine came walking and drew near to
David, and the man bearing the shield wentwent before
him. 4242 When the Philistine looked and saw David, he
despised him. For he was a youth and ruddy with a
handsome appearance. 4343 The Philistine said to David,
“Am I a dog, that you come to me with sticks?” Then
the Philistine cursed David by his gods. 4444 The Philis-
tine said to David, “Come to me, and I will give your
flesh to the birds of the heavens and to the beasts of
the field.”

4545 Then David said to the Philistine, “You come to me
with a sword, a spear, and a shield, but I come to you
in the name of the LORD of Hosts, the God of the
armies of Israel, whom you have reviled. 4646 This day
will the LORD deliver you into my hand. And I will
strike you down and cut off your head. Then I will give
the corpses of the Philistine camp this day to the birds
of the air and to the beasts of the earth so that all the
earth may know that there is a God in Israel. 4747 And
then all this assembly will know that it is not by sword
and spear that the LORD saves. For the battle belongs
to the LORD , and He will give you into our hands.”

4848 When the Philistine arose and came near to meet
David, David hurried and ran toward the battle line to
meet the Philistine. 4949 David put his hand in his bag
and took from there a stone. And he slung it and
struck the Philistine in his forehead. Therefore the
stone sunk into his forehead and he fell upon his face
to the ground.

5050 So David prevailed over the Philistine with a sling
and with a stone. And he struck down the Philistine
and slew him, but there was no sword in the hand of
David.

5151 Therefore David ran and stood over the Philistine.
Then he took his sword and drew it from out of its
sheath, and he finished him off and he cut off his head
with it.

When the Philistines saw their champion was dead,
they fled. 5252 And the fighting men of Israel and Judah
arose and shouted. And they pursued the Philistines
from the entrance of the Valley of Elah as far as the
gates of Ekron. So the Philistine dead lay slain on the
road to Shaaraim as far as Gath and Ekron. 5353 Then the
children of Israel returned from chasing after the
Philistines and they plundered their tents. 5454 David
took the head of the Philistine and brought it to
Jerusalem, but he put his armor in his tent.

5555 When Saul saw David going out against the Philis-
tine, he said to Abner, the commander of the army,
“Whose son is this youth, Abner?”

And Abner said, “As your soul lives, O king, I do not
know.”

5656 The king said, “Inquire whose son the young man
is.”
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5757 So when David returned from slaying the Philis-
tine, Abner took him and brought him before Saul
with the Philistine’s head in his hand.

5858 Saul said to him, “Whose son are you, young man?”
And David answered, “I am the son of your servant,

Jesse the Bethlehemite.”

Saul Fears DavidSaul Fears David

When he had finished speaking to Saul, the soul
of Jonathan was bound to the soul of David, so

that Jonathan loved him as his own soul. 22 And Saul
took him that day and would not permit him to return
home to his father’s house. 33 Then Jonathan and David
made a covenant because he loved him as his own
soul. 44 So Jonathan stripped himself of the robe that
was on him and gave it to David, even his garments,
his sword, his bow, and his belt.

55 David went out wherever Saul sent him, and he was
successful. So Saul set him over the men of war, and it
was pleasing in the sight of all the people and also in
the sight of the servants of Saul.

66 When they came home, as David was returning
from slaying the Philistine, the women came out from
all cities of Israel to meet King Saul, singing and danc-
ing, with tambourines, with joy, and with musical in-
struments. 77 The dancing women sang and said,
“Saul has slain his thousands,
and David his ten thousands.”

88 Saul became very angry, and this saying was dis-
pleasing to him. Therefore he said, “They have as-
cribed to David ten thousands, but to me they have as-
cribed thousands. Now what remains for him to have
but the kingdom?” 99 So Saul was suspicious of David
from that day and forward.

1010 It came to pass the following day, that an evil spirit
from God came upon Saul, so that he raved in the
midst of the house. And David was playing the lyrthe lyree , as
at other times. Now there was a spear in Saul’s hand.
1111 And Saul threw the spear. For he said, “I will pin
David to the wall.” But David avoided him two times.

1212 Saul was afraid of David because the LORD was
with him but had departed from Saul. 1313 Therefore Saul
removed him from his presence and placed him as his
captain over a thousand. And he went out and came in
before the people. 1414 David was successful in all his
ways and the LORD was with him. 1515 When Saul saw
that he was very successful, he was afraid of him.
1616 Now all Israel and Judah loved David, because he
went out and came in before them.

David Marries MichalDavid Marries Michal
1717 Saul said to David, “Behold my elder daughter

Merab, I will give her to you as youryour wife. Only be
valiant for me, and fight the battles of the LORD .” For
Saul said, “Let not my hand be against him, but let the
hand of the Philistines be against him.”

1818 But David said to Saul, “Who am I? And what is my
life, or my father’s family in Israel, that I should be
son-in-law to the king?” 1919 So when it was time that
Merab, daughter of Saul, should have been given to
David, she was given to Adriel the Meholathite for a
wife.

2020 Now Michal, daughter of Saul, loved David and
they told Saul, and the thing pleased him. 2121 Saul said,
“I will give her to him that she may be a snare to him,
and so that the hand of the Philistines may be against
him.” Therefore Saul said to David, “For a second time,
you may be my son-in-law today.”

2222 Saul commanded his servants, saying, “Speak to
David in secret saying, ‘Listen, the king delights in you
and all his servants love you. Now therefore become
the king’s son-in-law.’”

2323 So the servants of Saul spoke these words in the
ears of David. And David said, “Does it seem to you a
light thing to be a king’s son-in-law, seeing that I am a
poor man, and lightly esteemed?”

2424 And the servants of Saul reported to him saying,
“According to these words, David spoke.” 2525 Saul said,
“Thus will you say to David, ‘The king does not desire
any dowry but a hundred foreskins of the Philistines,
to be avenged of the king’s enemies.’” But Saul
thought to make David fall by the hand of the
Philistines.

2626 When his servants told David these words, it
pleased David well to be the king’s son-in-law. Now the
days had not expired; 2727 therefore David arose and
went, he and his men, and killed two hundred men of
the Philistines. Then David brought their foreskins and
they gave them in full to the king, that he might be the
king’s son-in-law. And Saul gave him Michal his daugh-
ter for a wife.

2828 When Saul saw and knew that the LORD was with
David, and that Michal, his daughter, loved him, 2929 Saul
was yet the more afraid of David, and Saul became the
enemy of David continually.

3030 Then the commanders of the Philistines went out
to make warto make war . And when they went out David was
more successful than all the servants of Saul, so that
his name was highly honored.

Saul TSaul Tries to Kill Davidries to Kill David

And Saul spoke to Jonathan, his son, and to all
his servants, that they should kill David. But

Jonathan, Saul’s son, delighted very much in David.
22 Jonathan told David, saying, “My father Saul seeks to
kill you. Therefore, be on guard in the morning; stay in
a secret place and hide yourself. 33 And I will go out and
stand beside my father in the field where you are.
Then I will speak about you to my father, and what I
observe I will report to you.”

44 Jonathan spoke positively of David to Saul his fa-
ther and said to him, “Do not let the king sin against
his servant, against David, because he has not sinned
against you, and because his deeds have been very
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good toward you. 55 For he took his life in his hand and
struck down the Philistine, and the LORD made a great
salvation for all Israel. You saw it and rejoiced. Now
why then would you sin against innocent blood, to kill
David without cause?”

66 So Saul listened to the voice of Jonathan and Saul
vowed, “As the LORD lives, he will not be killed.”

77 Jonathan called David, and Jonathan reported to
him all these words. Then Jonathan brought David to
Saul, and he was in his presence as previously.

88 Then there was war again, and David went out and
fought with the Philistines. He slew them with a great
slaughter and they fled from him.

99 Now an evil spirit from the LORD was upon Saul as
he was sitting in his house with his spear in his hand.
And David was playing the lyrthe lyree . 1010 Then Saul sought to
pin David to the wall with the spear, but he escaped
from Saul’s presence. He struck the spear into the wall.
But David fled and escaped that night.

1111 Saul also sent messengers to the house of David,
to watch him and to slay him in the morning. But
Michal, wife of David, told him, saying, “If you do not
save your life tonight, tomorrow you will be dead.”
1212 So Michal let David down through a window, and he
went and fled to safety. 1313 Michal took an idol and laid
it in the bed, and put a braided goat hair pillow for its
head and covered it with clothes.

1414 When Saul sent messengers to take David, she
said, “He is sick.”

1515 Saul sent the messengers againagain to see David, say-
ing, “Bring him up to me in the bed, that I may kill
him.” 1616 When the messengers came in, there was the
idol in the bed with a goat hair pillow for its head.

1717 Saul said to Michal, “Why have you betrayed me
and sent away my enemy, so that he escaped?”

And Michal said to Saul, “He said to me, ‘Let me go.
Why should I kill you?’”

1818 Now David fled, and he escaped and came to
Samuel at Ramah. And he reported to him all that Saul
had done to him. And he and Samuel went and stayed
in Naioth. 1919 It was told Saul, saying, “David is at Naioth
in Ramah.” 2020 Then Saul sent messengers to take
David, but when they saw the company of the
prophets prophesying and Samuel taking his stand
over them, the Spirit of God came upon the messen-
gers of Saul and they also prophesied. 2121 When it was
reported to Saul, he sent other messengers. And they
also prophesied. So Saul sent messengers again a
third time, and they too prophesied. 2222 Then he also
went to Ramah and came to the great well that is in
Seku. And he asked and said, “Where are Samuel and
David?”

And one said, “ TheThey ary aree at Naioth in Ramah.
2323 He went there to Naioth in Ramah, and the Spirit

of God came upon him also. And he went on and he
prophesied until he came to Naioth in Ramah. 2424 He
stripped off his clothes and he also prophesied before
Samuel. And he lay down naked all that day and all

that night. Therefore they say, “Is Saul also among the
prophets?”

David and JonathanDavid and Jonathan

David fled from Naioth in Ramah, and came
and said before Jonathan, “What have I done?

What is my offense? And what is my sin before your fa-
ther, that he seeks my life?”

22 And he said to him, “Far from it! You shall not die.
Look, my father does nothing either great or small
that he does not reveal to me. Why would my father
hide this thing from me? It is not so.”

33 David vowed again and said, “Your father certainly
knows that I have found favor in your sight. And he
says, ‘Do not let Jonathan know this, lest he be dis-
tressed.’ However, as the LORD lives and as your soul
lives, therthere ise is but a step between me and death.”

44 Jonathan said to David, “Whatever you say, I will do
it for you.”

55 David said to Jonathan, “Tomorrow is the New
Moon, and I should not fail to sit with the king to eat.
But let me go that I may hide myself in the field until
the evening of the third day. 66 If your father misses me
at all, then say, ‘David asked for leave from me that he
might run to Bethlehem his city, for there is a yearly
sacrifice there for all the family.’ 77 If he says, ‘Good,’ it
will be well for your servant. But if he gets angry, know
that evil is determined by him. 88 Therefore deal kindly
with your servant, for you have brought your servant
into a covenant of the LORD with you. But if there is
anyany guilt in me, kill me yourself. For why should you
bring me to your father?”

99 Then Jonathan said, “Far be it from you. For if I in-
deed knew that my father had determined evil against
you, would I not tell it you?”

1010 David said to Jonathan, “Who will tell me? Or what
if your father answers you roughly?”

1111 So Jonathan said to David, “Come, let us go out in-
to the field.” And the two of them went out to the field.

1212 Then Jonathan said to David, “The LORD God of Is-
rael is witnessis witness . When I have sounded out my father
about this time tomorrow, or bor byy the third day, and if
he is favorable toward David, then will I not send and
reveal it to you? 1313 May the LORD do so to Jonathan
and much more. If it pleases my father to do you evil,
then I will reveal it you and send you away that you
may go in peace. And may the LORD be with you as He
has been with my father. 1414 And if I live, not only will
you show me the kindness of the LORD , that I shall
not die, 1515 but you will not cut off your faithfulness
from my house forever, even when the LORD has cut
off each one of the enemies of David from the face of
the earth.”

1616 So Jonathan made a covenant with the house of
David sayingsaying , “May the LORD require it at the hand of
the enemies of David.” 1717 Jonathan made David swear
again, because he loved him. For he loved him as he
loved his own soul.
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1818 Then Jonathan said to David, “Tomorrow is the
New Moon, and you will be missed, because your seat
will be empty. 1919 When you have stayed three days,
you will surely go down and come to the place where
you hid yourself on the day thisthis happened, and wait
thertheree beside the stone Ezel. 2020 And I will shoot three ar-
rows to its side, as though I shot at a target. 2121 Then I
will send a boy, saying, ‘Go, find the arrows.’ If I ex-
pressly say to the boy, ‘See, the arrows are on this side
of you, take them,’ then come, for it will be safe for
you. And as the LORD lives, it is nothing of concernof concern .
2222 But if I say to the young man, ‘See, the arrows are
beyond you,’ go, for the LORD has sent you away. 2323 As
for the matter uponupon which you and I have spoken, the
LORD is between you and me forever.”

2424 So David hid himself in the field. And when the
New Moon appeared, the king sat down over food to
eat. 2525 Now the king sat on his seat, as at other times,
even on a seat by the wall. Then Jonathan arose and
Abner sat by Saul’s side, but David’s place was empty.
2626 Nevertheless Saul did not say anything that day. For
he thought, “Something has happened. He is not
clean; surely he is not clean.” 2727 It happened on the fol-
lowing day, which was the second day of the month,
that David’s place remained empty. So Saul said to
Jonathan his son, “Why has the son of Jesse not come
to eat food either yesterday or today?”

2828 And Jonathan answered Saul, “David earnestly
asked leave from me to go to Bethlehem. 2929 And he
said, ‘Please let me go, for our family has a sacrifice in
the city and my brother has commanded me to cometo come .
Now, if I have found favor in your sight, please let me
leave and see my brothers.’ This is why he has not
come to the king’s table.”

3030 Then Saul was angry with Jonathan and he said to
him, “You son of a perverse rebellious woman, do I not
know that you are choosing the son of Jesse to your
own shame, and to the shame of your mother’s naked-
ness? 3131 For as long as the son of Jesse lives on the
earth, neither you nor your kingdom will be estab-
lished. Now, send and bring him to me, for he is a
dead man.”

3232 Jonathan answered Saul his father and said to him,
“Why should he be killed? What has he done?” 3333 So
Saul cast a spear at him to strike him. Therefore
Jonathan knew that his father was determined to kill
David.

3434 And Jonathan arose from the table in fierce anger
and did not eat food on the second day of the month.
For he was grieved for David, because his father had
dishonored him.

3535 In the morning Jonathan went out to the field at
the time appointed with David, and a little boy was
with him. 3636 And he said to his boy, “Run, find the ar-
rows which I shoot.” He ran, and he shot the arrow
over him. 3737 When the boy came to the place of the ar-
row which Jonathan had shot, Jonathan called after the
boy and said, “Is not the arrow beyond you?” 3838 Then

Jonathan cried after the boy, “Hurry quickly! Do not
stay!” And Jonathan’s boy gathered up the arrow and
came to his master. 3939 But the boy did not know any-
thing. Only Jonathan and David knew the matter.
4040 Jonathan gave his weapons to his boy and said to
him, “Go, carry themthem to the city.”

4141 When the boy had gone, David arose from the
south side of the stone,of the stone, and fell on his face to the
ground, and bowed himself three times. They kissed
one another and wept together, but David weptwept more.

4242 Jonathan said to David, “Go in peace, since the two
of us swore in the name of the LORD , saying, ‘The
LORD will be between me and you, and between my
descendants and your descendants forever.’” So he
arose and departed, but Jonathan went into the city.

David at NobDavid at Nob

Then David came to Nob to Ahimelek the priest.
And Ahimelek trembled coming to meet David

and said to him, “Why are you alone and no man is
with you?”

22 And David said to Ahimelek the priest, “The king
commanded me a matter and said to me, ‘Let no man
know anything of the business which I am sending
you and what I have commanded you.’ But toto the
young men I made known a certain place to meetto meet .
33 Now therefore what is in your hand? Give me five
loaves of bread in my hand, or whatever can be
found.”

44 The priest answered David and said, “There is no
common bread at hand. But there is holy bread, if the
young men have indeed been kept from women.”

55 David answered the priest and said to him, “Indeed
women have been kept from us. As previously, when I
went out the vessels of the young men were holy even
ifif it was an ordinary journey. How much more then to-
day will their vessels be holy?” 66 So the priest gave him
holy brbreadead . For there was no bread there but the
showbread that was removed from before the LORD ,
in order to place hot bread thertheree on the day when it
was taken away.

77 Now a certain man of the servants of Saul was
there that day, detained before the LORD . And his
name was Doeg, the Edomite, chief of the shepherds
of Saul.

88 David said to Ahimelek, “Is there not a spear or a
sword here at hand? For neither my sword nor my
weapons did I bring with me, because the king’s busi-
ness was urgent.”

99 The priest said, “The sword of Goliath the Philistine,
whom you struck down in the Valley of Elah, is here,
wrapped in a cloth behind the ephod. If you will take
that, take it. For there is none other but that here.”

And David said, “There is none like it. Give it me.”
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David Flees to GathDavid Flees to Gath
1010 David arose and fled that day from Saul. And he

went to Achish the king of Gath. 1111 The servants of
Achish said to him, “Is this not David the king of the
land? Did they not sing with dances for him, saying,
‘Saul has slain his thousands,
and David his ten thousands’?”

1212 And David took these words to heart and greatly
feared Achish the king of Gath. 1313 Therefore he
changed his behavior before them and pretended to
be insane in their hands. And he scratched on the
doors of the gate and let his spittle run down his
beard.

1414 Then said ACThish to his servants, “You see the
man is acting like a madman. Why then have you
brought him to me? 1515 Am I one who lacks lunatics,
that you brought this one to behave as a madman in
my presence? Will this man come into my house?”

David PROotects His ParDavid PROotects His Parentsents

David departed from there and escaped to the
cave of Adullam. And when his brothers and all

his father’s house heard it, they went down to him
there. 22 There gathered to him every one that was in
distress, and every one in debt, and every one that
was discontented. So he became captain over them.
Now there were with him about four hundred men.

33 Then David went from there to Mizpah of Moab.
And he said to the king of Moab, “Please let my father
and my mother come forth and be with you until I
know what God will do for me.” 44 He brought them be-
fore the king of Moab, and they lived with him all the
while that David was in the stronghold.

55 The prophet Gad said to David, “Do not remain in
the stronghold. Go to the land of Judah.” So David
went and came to the forest of Hereth.

Saul Kills the Priests of NobSaul Kills the Priests of Nob
66 When Saul heard that David and the men who were

with him were discovered, Saul was sitting in Gibeah
under the tamarisk tree on the hill with his spear in his
hand. And all his servants were standing about him.
77 Saul said to his servants that stood about him, “Hear
now, Benjamites! Will the son of Jesse give every one
of you fields and vineyards? Will he appoint you all as
captains of thousands and captains of hundreds? 88 You
have all conspired against me, and no one revealed to
me that my son made a covenant with the son of
Jesse. And not one of you is grieved for me and re-
vealed it to me that my son raised up my servant
against me to ambush me as at this day.”

99 Then Doeg the Edomite, who was chief over the
servants of Saul, answered and said, “I saw the son of
Jesse coming to Nob, to Ahimelek the son of Ahitub.
1010 And he inquired of the LORD for him and gave him

provisions. And he gave him the sword of Goliath the
Philistine.”

1111 So the king sent to summon Ahimelek the priest,
the son of Ahitub, and all his father’s house, the
priests that were in Nob. And they all came to the king.
1212 Saul said, “Hear now, son of Ahitub!”

And he answered, “Here I am, my lord.”
1313 Saul said to him, “Why have you conspired against

me, you and the son of Jesse, in that you gave him
bread and a sword, and have inquired of God for him,
that he should rise against me to ambush meme , as at
this day?”

1414 Then Ahimelek answered the king and said, “And
who is as faithful among all your servants as David,
who is the king’s son-in-law, chief of your bodyguard,
and is honored in your house? 1515 Did I justjust today begin
to inquire of God for him? Far be it from me! Let not
the king assign any blame to his servant, or to all the
house of my father. For your servant has known noth-
ing of all this matter, whether small or great.”

1616 The king said, “You will surely die, Ahimelek, you
and all your father’s house.”

1717 The king said to the guards standing near him,
“Turn and kill the priests of the LORD , because their
hand is with David. And because they knew that he
was fleeing and did not reveal it to me.”

But the servants of the king would not put forth their
hand to attack the priests of the LORD .

1818 The king said to Doeg, “You turn and fall upon the
priests.” And Doeg the Edomite turned and struck the
priests and killed on that day eighty-five men who
wore a linen ephod. 1919 And Nob, the city of the priests,
he struck with the edge of the sword. Both men and
women, children and babies, oxen, donkeys, and
sheep, he struckhe struck with the edge of the sword.

David, PrDavid, Protector of the Priestly Lineotector of the Priestly Line
2020 But one of the sons of Ahimelek the son of Ahitub,

named Abiathar, escaped and fled after David. 2121 Abi-
athar reported to David that Saul had killed the priests
of the LORD . 2222 David said to Abiathar, “I knew it that
day when Doeg the Edomite was there, that he would
surely tell Saul. I have caused the death of all the per-
sons of your father’s house. 2323 Remain with me. Do not
fear. For the one who seeks my life seeks your life, but
you are safe with me.”

David Saves KeilahDavid Saves Keilah

Then they told David, “Listen, the Philistines are
fighting against Keilah, and they are looting the

threshing floors.” 22 Therefore David inquired of the
LORD , saying, “Shall I go and attack these Philistines?”

And the LORD said to David, “Go and attack the
Philistines, and rescue Keilah.”

33 The men of David said to him, “We are afraid here
in Judah. How much more then, if we go down to
Keilah against the armies of the Philistines?”
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44 Then David again inquired of the LORD . And the
LORD answered him and said, “Arise, go down to
Keilah because I am giving the Philistines into your
hand.” 55 Then David and his men went to Keilah. He
fought with the Philistines and carried off their live-
stock, and he struck them with a great slaughter. So
David rescued the inhabitants of Keilah. 66 When Abi-
athar the son of Ahimelek fled to David at Keilah, he
came down with the ephod in his hand.

Saul Pursues DavidSaul Pursues David
77 It was reported to Saul that David had come to

Keilah. And Saul said, “God has delivered him into my
hand. For he is shut in, by entering into a town that
has gates and bars.” 88 Then Saul summoned all the
people together for war, to go down to Keilah to be-
siege David and his men.

99 David found out that Saul was planning evil against
him. So he said to Abiathar the priest, “Bring the
ephod near.” 1010 And David said, “O LORD , God of Is-
rael, Your servant has certainly heard that Saul seeks
to come to Keilah, to destroy the city on account of
me. 1111 Will the leaders of Keilah deliver me into his
hand? Will Saul come down, as Your servant has
heard? O LORD , God of Israel, please tell Your ser-
vant.”

And the LORD said, “He will come down.”
1212 Then said DANvid, “Will the men of Keilah deliver

me and my men into the hand of Saul?”
And the LORD said, “They will deliver you.”
1313 So David and his men, which were about six hun-

dred, arose and left Keilah. And they went wherever
they could go. Now it was told Saul that David had es-
caped from Keilah. So he halted the expedition.

1414 And David remained in the wilderness in strong-
holds, and dwelled in mountains in the Wilderness of
Ziph. Saul sought him every day, but God did not give
him into his hand.

1515 Now David saw that Saul had come out to seek his
life. And David was in the Wilderness of Ziph in Hore-
sh. 1616 Jonathan, the son of Saul, arose and went to
David at Horesh. And he strengthened his hand in
God. 1717 He said to him, “Do not fear, for the hand of
Saul my father will not find you. You will be king over
Israel, and I will be next to you. Saul my father knows
this.” 1818 The two of them made a covenant before the
LORD . And David stayed in Horesh, but Jonathan went
to his house.

1919 Then the Ziphites went up to Saul to Gibeah say-
ing, “Is David not hiding himself with us in strongholds
in Horesh, on the hill of Hakilah, which is south of
Jeshimon? 2020 Now, O king, come down according to all
the desire of your soul to come down. And our part
will be to deliver him into the king’s hand.”

2121 Saul said, “Blessed are you of the LORD . For you
have had compassion on me. 2222 Please go, make sure
again. Investigate and see the place where his foot
rrestsests , and who has seen him there. For it has been

said to me that he is very cunning. 2323 So look and learn
about all the hiding places where he hides himself.
And come to me with certainty, and I will go with you.
And it will be that if he is in the land, then I will track
him throughout all the clans of Judah.”

2424 So they arose and went to Ziph before Saul. But
David and his men were in the Wilderness of Maon, in
the desert south of Jeshimon. 2525 Saul and his men went
to seek himhim , but they told David. Therefore he came
down to the Rock, and lived in the Wilderness of
Maon. And when Saul heard thatthat , he pursued after
David in the Wilderness of Maon.

2626 Saul went on this side of the mountain and David
and his men on that side of the mountain. And David
hurried to get away from Saul. Now Saul and his men
were closing in on David and his men to capture them.
2727 But a messenger came to Saul saying, “Hurry and
go! For the Philistines have invaded the land.” 2828 So
Saul returned from pursuing after David, and he went
against the Philistines. Therefore they called that place
the Rock of Escape. 2929 David then went up from there
and lived in the strongholds of En Gedi.

David SparDavid Spares Saul’es Saul’s Lifes Life

When Saul had returned from following the
Philistines, it was reported to him, saying,

“David is in the Wilderness of En Gedi.” 22 Then Saul
took three thousand chosen men out of all Israel and
went to seek David and his men in front of the rocks of
the wild goats.

33 He came to the sheep pens by the way and a cave
was there. And Saul went in to relieve himself. Now
David and his men were sitting in the rear of the cave.
44 The men of David said to him, “This is the day of
which the LORD said to you, ‘I am giving your enemy
into your hand. You may do with him as seems good
in your eyes.’” Then David arose and secretly cut off
the corner of Saul’s robe.

55 Afterward David’s heart troubled him because he
had cut off a corner of Saul’s robe. 66 He said to his
men, “The LORD forbid that I should do this thing to
my lord, the LORD ’s anointed, to stretch out my hand
against him. For he is anointed of the LORD .” 77 So
David dispersed his men by thesethese words and did not
let them rise against Saul. And Saul arose from the
cave and went on his way.

88 David arose afterward and went out from the cave.
And he called after Saul saying, “My lord the king!” And
when Saul looked behind him, David had bowed down
with his face to the ground and paid homage. 99 David
said to Saul, “Why do you listen to the words of men
saying, ‘David seeks your harm’? 1010 This day you have
seen with your own eyes that the LORD delivered you
today into my hand in the cave. So that some said to
kill you, but my emy eyeye had compassion on you. And I
said, ‘I will not put forth my hand against my lord, for
he is anointed of the LORD .’ 1111 See, my father! Look at
the corner of your robe in my hand. Indeed, I cut off
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the corner of your robe, but I did not kill you. Observe
and see that there is no evil or rebellion in my hand. I
have not sinned against you, but you are lying in wait
for my life to take it. 1212 The LORD will judge between
me and you, and the LORD will avenge me on you, but
my hand will not be against you. 1313 As the proverb of
the ancients says, ‘From the wicked comes forth
wickedness,’ but my hand will not be against you.

1414 “After whom has the king of Israel come out? After
whom are you pursuing? After a dead dog? A single
flea? 1515 May the LORD be judge, and decide between
me and you. And may He see and plead my case, and
deliver me out of your hand.”

1616 When David finished speaking these words to Saul,
Saul said, “Is this your voice, my son David?” And Saul
lifted up his voice and wept. 1717 And he said to David,
“You are more righteous than I. For you have reward-
ed me with good, while I have rewarded you with evil.
1818 And you have shown today that you have dealt well
with me, when the LORD delivered me into your hand
and you did not kill me. 1919 For if a man finds his enemy,
will he let him safely go away? Therefore may the
LORD reward you well for what you have done for me
this day. 2020 Now, listen, I know that you will surely be
king and that the kingdom of Israel will be established
in your hand. 2121 Therefore swear to me now by the
LORD that you will not cut off my descendants after
me and that you will not destroy my name out of my
father’s household.”

2222 So David swore to Saul and Saul went home. But
David and his men went up to the stronghold.

Death of SamuelDeath of Samuel

Now Samuel died. And all the children of Israel
gathered together and mourned him, and they

buried him at his home in Ramah. Then David arose
and went down to the Wilderness of Paran.

David, Nabal, and AbigailDavid, Nabal, and Abigail
22 Now there was a man in Maon whose work was in

Carmel. He was a rich man with three thousand sheep
and a thousand goats, and he was shearing his sheep
in Carmel. 33 The man’s name was Nabal and the name
of his wife Abigail. She was a woman of good under-
standing and beautiful, but the man was harsh and
evil in his actions and he was a Calebite.

44 David heard in the wilderness that Nabal was
shearing his sheep. 55 So David sent out ten young
men, and David said to the young men, “Go up to
Carmel, and go to Nabal and greet him in my name.
66 And thus you will you say to him who lives in prin pros-os-
perityperity , ‘Peace be to you and peace to your house, and
to all that you have, peace.

77 “‘I have heard that you have shearers. Now your
shepherds were with us. We did not harm them nor
did they miss anything all the days they were in
Carmel. 88 Ask your young men and they will tell you.

Therefore let mymy young men find favor in your eyes,
for we have come on a good day. Please give whatever
you find at hand to your servants, and to your son
David.’”

99 When David’s young men came, they spoke to Na-
bal according to all these words in the name of David,
then they waited.

1010 And Nabal answered David’s servants, and said,
“Who is David? And who is the son of Jesse? Today
many servants are breaking away each one from his
master. 1111 Should I then take my bread, and my water,
and my meat, that which I have killed for my shearers,
and give it to men whose origins are unknown?”

1212 So David’s young men turned themselves around
and went back. And they came and reported to him all
these words. 1313 David said to his men, “Each man strap
on his sword.” And each man strapped on his sword.
David also put on his sword, and four hundred men
went up after David. But two hundred stayed with the
baggage.

1414 Now one of the young men told Abigail, Nabal’s
wife, “Listen, David sent messengers out of the wilder-
ness to bless our master; and he railed against them.
1515 But the men were very good to us, and we were not
harmed, nor did we miss anything, all the days we
went about with them in the field. 1616 They were a wall
to us both by night and day, all the days we were with
them keeping the flocks. 1717 Now therefore know and
consider what you will do, for evil is determined
against our master and against all his household. He
is such a worthless man that oneone cannot speak to
him.”

1818 Then Abigail hurried and took two hundred loaves,
two bottles of wine, five prepared sheep, five mea-
sures †† of roasted grain, a hundred clusters of raisins,
and two hundred cakes of figs, and she loaded them
on donkeys. 1919 And she said to her servants, “Go on be-
fore me. See, I will be coming after you.” But she did
not tell her husband Nabal.

2020 And as she was riding on the donkey and going
down into the cover of the mountain, David and his
men were coming down to meet her and she met
them. 2121 Now David had said, “Surely in vain have I
guarded all that this manman has in the wilderness, so
that nothing was missed of all that belonged to him.
And he has returned me evil for good. 2222 So may God
do unto the enemies of David and more also, if by
morning I leave eevenven one male of all who belong to
him.”

2323 When Abigail saw David, she hurriedly got down
from the donkey and fell before David upon her face.
And she bowed herself to the ground. 2424 So she fell at
his feet and said, “Against me alone, my lord, is the
guilt. Please let your handmaid speak in your ears,
and hear the words of your handmaid. 2525 Please do not
let my lord set his heart against this worthless man,
against Nabal. For as his name is, so is he. Nabal is his

† Likely about 60 pounds, or 27 kilograms.
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name and folly is with him. But I, your handmaid, did
not see the young men of my lord, whom you sent.

2626 Now my lord, as the LORD lives, and as your soul
lives, because the LORD has restrained you from com-
ing in bloodshed and from avenging yourself with
your own hand, now let your enemies, and those seek-
ing to do evil to my lord, be as Nabal. 2727 Now let this
blessing which your maidservant has brought to my
lord be given to the young men who follow my lord.
2828 “Please forgive the transgression of your handmaid,
for the LORD will certainly make my lord a sure house,
because my lord fights the battles of the LORD , and
evil will not be found in you all your days. 2929 Even ifif a
man rises to pursue you and to seek your life, the life
of my lord will be bound in the bundle of the living
with the LORD your God. But the lives of your enemies
He will sling out, as from the hollow of a sling. 3030 It will
be, when the LORD does for my lord according to all
the good that He has spoken concerning you and has
appointed you ruler over Israel, 3131 that this will be no
grief to you, nor an offense of heart to my lord, either
that you have shed blood without cause, or that my
lord has avenged himself. But when the LORD has
dealt well with my lord, then remember your hand-
maid.”

3232 David said to Abigail, “Blessed be the LORD , God
of Israel, who sent you this day to meet me. 3333 And
blessed is your discretion, and blessed are you who
have kept me this day from coming to shed blood and
from avenging myself with my own hand. 3434 For as the
LORD , the God of Israel lives, who has restrained me
from injuring you, if you had not hurried to come and
meet me, surely there would not have been left eevenven
one male to Nabal by the morning light.”

3535 So David received from her hand what she had
brought him and said to her, “Go up in peace to your
house. See, I have obeyed your voice, and have grant-
ed your request.”

3636 Abigail came to Nabal, and he was feasting in his
house, like the feast of a king. And Nabal’s heart was
merry within him, for he was very drunk. Therefore
she told him nothing until the morning light. 3737 But in
the morning when the wine was gone out of Nabal,
his wife told him these things. And his heart died with-
in him, and he became as a stone. 3838 And about ten
days after that, the LORD struck Nabal and he died.

3939 When David heard that Nabal was dead, he said,
“Blessed is the LORD , who has defended the cause of
my reproach from the hand of Nabal, and has kept His
servant from evil. For the LORD has returned the
wickedness of Nabal upon his own head.”

And David sent and spoke with Abigail, to take her as
his wife. 4040 When the servants of David came to Abigail
at Carmel, they spoke to her, saying, “David has sent
us to you to take you as his wife.”

4141 She arose, and bowed herself on her face to the
ground, and said, “Here is your handmaid, a servant to
wash the feet of the servants of my lord.” 4242 Abigail

hurriedly arose and rode on a donkey with her five
young women who attended her. And she went after
the messengers of David and became his wife. 4343 David
also took Ahinoam of Jezreel. So both of them were his
wives. 4444 But Saul had given Michal his daughter,
David’s wife, to Paltiel the son of Laish who was from
Gallim.

David Again SparDavid Again Spares Saul’es Saul’s Lifes Life

Then the Ziphites came to Saul at Gibeah, say-
ing, “Is David not hiding himself on the hill of

Hakilah, which is before Jeshimon?”
22 Then Saul arose and went down to the Wilderness

of Ziph, having three thousand chosen men of Israel
with him, to seek David in the Wilderness of Ziph.
33 Saul camped on the hill of Hakilah, which is before
Jeshimon, by the road. But David stayed in the wilder-
ness, when he saw that Saul came after him into the
wilderness. 44 And David sent out spies and knew that
Saul had certainly come.

55 So David arose and came to the place where Saul
had camped. And David saw the place where Saul was
lying down and Abner son of Ner, the commander of
his army. Saul was lying down in the encampment,
while the people encamped around him.

66 Then David answered and said to Ahimelek the Hit-
tite, and to Abishai the son of Zeruiah, brother of Joab,
saying, “Who will go down with me to Saul to the
camp?”

And Abishai said, “I will go down with you.”
77 So David and Abishai came to the people by night

while Saul lay sleeping within the circle of the camp.
And his spear was stuck in the ground at his head, and
Abner and the people were lying all around him.

88 Then Abishai said to David, “God has today deliv-
ered your enemy into your hand. Now please let me
strike him with the spear through to the ground with
one stroke, and I will not strike him a second time.”

99 David said to Abishai, “Do not destroy him. For who
can stretch out his hand against the LORD ’s anointed
and remain unpunished?” 1010 David said, “As the LORD
lives, the LORD will strike him, or his day will come to
die, or he will go down into battle and perish. 1111 The
LORD forbid that I should stretch out my hand against
the LORD ’s anointed, but now please take the spear
that is at his head and the jug of water, and let us go.”

1212 So David took the spear and the jug of water from
Saul’s head and they went away. No one saw, no one
knew, and no one awoke, for they were all asleep, be-
cause a deep sleep from the LORD had fallen upon
them.

1313 Then David went over to the other side and stood
on the top of a hill at a distance. A great space was be-
tween them. 1414 And David called to the people and to
Abner the son of Ner, saying, “Will you not answer, Ab-
ner?”

Then Abner answered and said, “Who are you that
calls to the king?”
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1515 And David said to Abner, “Are you not a man? And
who is like to you in Israel? Why then have you not
guarded your lord the king? For one of the people
came in to destroy the king your lord. 1616 This thing is
not good which you have done. As the LORD lives, you
are worthy of death because you have not guarded
your master, the LORD ’s anointed. And now, see
where is the king’s spear? And the jug of water that
was at his head?”

1717 Saul knew David’s voice, and said, “Is this your
voice, my son David?”

And David said, “It is my voice, my lord king.” 1818 He
said, “Why is my lord pursuing after his servant? For
what have I done? Or what evil is in my hand? 1919 Now
please let my lord king hear the words of his servant.
If the LORD has stirred you up against me, let Him ac-
cept an offering. But if it was the sons of men, cursed
are they before the LORD . For they have driven me to-
day from having a share in the inheritance of the
LORD , saying, ‘Go, serve other gods.’ 2020 Now do not let
my blood fall to the ground away from the presence of
the LORD . Truly the king of Israel has come out to
seek a single flea, as when one pursues a partridge in
the mountains.”

2121 Then said Saul, “I have sinned. Return, my son
David, for I will not harm you again, because my soul
was precious in your eyes this day. I have acted fool-
ishly and have seriously gone astray.”

2222 David answered and said, “See, the king’s spear!
Let one of the young men come over and get it. 2323 The
LORD requites to every man his right conduct and loy-
alty. So the LORD gave you into my hand today, but I
am not willing to stretch my hand against the LORD ’s
anointed. 2424 As your life was highly valued in my eyes
this day, so may my life be highly valued in the eyes of
the LORD , and may He rescue me out of all distress.”

2525 Then Saul said to David, “Blessed are you, my son
David. You will do great things, and will surely prevail.”

So David went on his way, and Saul returned to his
place.

David With the PhilistinesDavid With the Philistines

Then David said in his heart, “Now I will perish
one day by the hand of Saul. There is nothing

better for me than that I should escape to the land of
the Philistines. Then Saul will despair of continually
seeking me within all the territory of Israel. So will I es-
cape out of his hand.”

22 David arose and passed over with the six hundred
men that were with him to Achish, the son of Maok,
king of Gath. 33 And David lived with Achish at Gath, he
and his men, each man with his household, even
David with his two wives, Ahinoam the Jezreelitess,
and Abigail the Carmelitess, Nabal’s widow. 44 It was re-
ported to Saul that David had fled to Gath, so he no
longer sought him.

55 David said to Achish, “If I have now found favor in
your eyes, let them give me a place in one of the cities

in the countryside, that I may dwell there. For why
should your servant dwell in the royal city with you?”

66 Then Achish gave him Ziklag that day. Therefore
Ziklag has belonged to the kings of Judah to this day.

77 The number of days that David lived in the country
of the Philistines was a year and four months.

88 David and his men went up and invaded the Geshu-
rites, the Girzites, and the Amalekites. For they were
inhabitants of the land from of old, as you come to
Shur, even to the land of Egypt. 99 So David would strike
the land and would not leave either man or woman
alive. And he would take the sheep, the cattle, the
donkeys, the camels, and the garments. And then he
came back to Achish.

1010 Then Achish would say, “Where have you made a
raid today?” And David would say, “Against the Negev
of Judah,” or “Against the Negev of the Jerahmeelites,”
or “Against the Negev of the Kenites.” 1111 Now David
would leave neither a man nor a woman alive, to bring
tidings to Gath, saying, “Lest they should tell on us,
saying, ‘Thus David has done.’” This was his practice all
the days which he lived in the country of the
Philistines. 1212 And Achish believed David, saying, “He
has surely become a stench to his people Israel. There-
fore he will be my servant forever.”

And it came about in those days, that the
Philistines gathered their armies together for

war to fight with Israel. And Achish said to David,
“Know assuredly that you will go out with me to battle,
you and your men.”

22 David said to Achish, “Surely you will know what
your servant can do.”

And Achish said to David, “Therefore I will appoint
you my bodyguard for life.”

The Medium of EndorThe Medium of Endor
33 Now Samuel died and all Israel mourned him, and

they buried him in Ramah, his own city. And Saul had
removed the mediums and the necromancers from
the land.

44 Then the Philistines gathered themselves together.
And they came and camped in Shunem. So Saul gath-
ered all Israel together, and they camped in Gilboa.
55 When Saul saw the camp of the Philistines, he was
afraid and his heart trembled greatly. 66 Saul inquired
of the LORD , but the LORD did not answer him by
dreams, or by lots, or by prophets. 77 Then said Saul to
his servants, “Seek for me a woman who is a medium,
that I may go to her and inquire of her.”

And his servants said to him, “There is woman medi-
um in Endor.”

88 So Saul disguised himself, put on other clothes, and
he went with two of his men. And they came to the
woman by night and he said, “Please divine for me by
a spirit, and bring up for me whom I will name to you.”

99 The woman said to him, “Listen, you know what
Saul has done, how he has eliminated the mediums
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and necromancers from the land. Now why are you
laying a trap for my life to cause my death?”

1010 Saul swore to her by the LORD , saying, “As the
LORD lives, no punishment will happen to you for this
thing.”

1111 Then said the woman, “Whom shall I bring up for
you?”

And he said, “Bring up Samuel for me.”
1212 When the woman saw Samuel, she cried out with a

loud voice. And the woman said to Saul, “Why have
you deceived me? For you are Saul.”

1313 The king said to her, “Do not be afraid. What did
you see?”

And the woman said to Saul, “I saw a divine being as-
cending out of the earth.”

1414 He said to her, “What is his appearance?”
And she said, “An old man is coming up, and he is

covered with a robe.”
And Saul perceived that it was Samuel. And he

kneeled with his face to the ground and bowed him-
self.

1515 Samuel said to Saul, “Why have you roused me to
bring me up?”

And Saul answered, “I am greatly distressed, for the
Philistines make war against me, and God has depart-
ed from me and does not answer me any longer by
prophets or by dreams. Therefore I have called you
that you might make known to me what I should do.”

1616 Then said Samuel, “Why then do you ask me, since
the LORD has departed from you and has become
your enemy? 1717 The LORD has done for Himself as He
spoke by me. The LORD has torn the kingdom from
your hand and has given it to your neighbor, David.
1818 As you did not obey the voice of the LORD and did
not carry out His fierce wrath against Amalek, there-
fore the LORD has done this thing to you this day.
1919 And moreover, the LORD will deliver Israel with you
into the hand of the Philistines, and tomorrow you and
your sons will be with me. The LORD will also deliver
the army of Israel into the hand of the Philistines.”

2020 Saul immediately fell full length upon the ground
because he greatly feared the words of Samuel. Also
there was no strength in him, for he had eaten no
bread all day and all night.

2121 The woman came to Saul and saw that he was ter-
rified. And she said to him, “Listen, your handmaid has
obeyed your voice. I have taken my life in my hand
and have listened to your words which you spoke to
me. 2222 Now therefore you also, please obey the voice
of your maidservant and let me set before you a piece
of bread, and eat so that you may have strength when
you go on your way.”

2323 But he refused and said, “I will not eat.”
But his servants, and also the woman, urged him

and he listened to them. So he arose from the ground
and sat on the bed.

2424 Now the woman had a fattened calf in the house,
and she hurried and killed it, and took flour, and

kneaded it, and baked unleavened bread from it.
2525 She brought it before Saul and his servants, and
they ate. Then they arose and went away that night.

Philistines Reject DavidPhilistines Reject David

Now the Philistines gathered together all their
armies to Aphek, and the children of Israel were

camping by the spring which is in Jezreel. 22 The lords of
the Philistines were advancing by hundreds and by
thousands, and David and his men were advancing in
the rear with Achish. 33 Then the princes of the
Philistines said, “What are these Hebrews doing herdoing heree
?”

And Achish said to the princes of the Philistines, “Is
this not David, the servant of Saul, king of Israel, who
has been with me these days, or rratherather these years?
And I have found no fault in him since the day of his
desertion to this day.”

44 But the princes of the Philistines became angry
with him. And the princes of the Philistines said to
him, “Make this man return and let him go again to his
place which you have appointed him. He will not go
down with us in battle, lest he might be an adversary
to us in the battle. For with what could he make him-
self acceptable to his master, if not with the heads of
these men? 55 Is this not David, whom they sing for in
dances saying,
‘Saul has slain his thousands,
and David his ten thousands’?”

66 Then Achish called David and said to him, “As the
LORD lives, you have been upright, and your going out
and your coming in with me in the camp has been
pleasing in my sight. For I have not found evil in you
since the day of your coming to me to this day. Howev-
er, you are not acceptable in the eyes of the lords.
77 Therefore now, return and go in peace, that you do
not displease the lords of the Philistines.”

88 David said to Achish, “But what have I done? And
what have you found in your servant, from the day
which I came before you to this day, that I may not
come and fight against the enemies of my lord the
king?”

99 And Achish answered and said to David, “I know
that you are pleasing in my sight like an angel of God.
However the lords of the Philistines have said, ‘He
shall not go up with us in battle.’ 1010 Therefore rise up
early in the morning with your master’s servants who
have come with you. And when you have risen early in
the morning and it is light, then depart.”

1111 So David and his men rose early to depart in the
morning andand return to the land of the Philistines. But
the Philistines went up to Jezreel.

David Defeats the AmalekitesDavid Defeats the Amalekites

Now when David and his men came to Ziklag
on the third day, the Amalekites had raided the

south as far as Ziklag. They had struck Ziklag and
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burned it with fire. 22 They had taken as captives all the
women who were there. They did not kill anyone, but
carried them off and went on their way.

33 David and his men came to the city, and they found
it burned with fire, and their wives, their sons, and
their daughters taken captive. 44 So David and the peo-
ple that were with him lifted up their voice and wept
until they had no strength in them to weep. 55 Now
David’s two wives were taken captive, Ahinoam the
Jezreelitess and Abigail the wife of Nabal the
Carmelite. 66 David was greatly distressed, for the peo-
ple talked of stoning him, because all the people were
bitter in spirit, each over his sons and daughters. But
David encouraged himself in the LORD his God.

77 And David said to Abiathar the priest, the son of
Ahimelek, “Please bring the ephod to me.” So Abiathar
brought the ephod to David. 88 David inquired at the
LORD , saying, “Should I pursue after this raiding par-
ty? Will I overtake them?”

And He answered him, “Pursue themthem , for you will
surely overtake them and will surely recover allall .”

99 So David went, he and the six hundred men who
were with him. And they came to the brook Besor,
where those that were left behind remained. 1010 But
David pursued, he and four hundred men, for two
hundred who were too exhausted to cross over the
brook Besor remained behind.

1111 They found an Egyptian in the field and took him
to David. He gave him bread and he ate, and they
made him drink water. 1212 And they gave him a part of a
cake of figs and two cakes of raisins. When he had eat-
en, his spirit came back to him, for he had not eaten
bread or drunk any water for three days and nights.

1313 Then David said to him, “To whom do you belong?
And where are you from?”

And he said, “I am a young man of Egypt, servant to
an Amalekite. And my master left me, because three
days ago I fell sick. 1414 We raided the south of the
Kerethites, the south of Judah, and the south of Caleb.
And we burned Ziklag with fire.”

1515 David said to him, “Will you bring me down to this
raiding party?”

And he said, “Swear to me by God that you will nei-
ther kill me, nor deliver me into the hand of my mas-
ter, and I will bring you down to this raiding party.”

1616 When he brought him down, they were spread out
over all the land, eating, drinking, and dancing, be-
cause of all the great spoil which they had taken from
the land of the Philistines and from the land of Judah.
1717 David struck them from twilight until the evening of
the next day, and no man escaped except four hun-
dred young men who rode on camels and fled. 1818 So
David recovered all that the Amalekites had taken, and
David rescued his two wives. 1919 Now there was nothing
missing, from the smallest thingthing to the greatest, nei-
ther sons, nor daughters, or plunder, or anything
which they had taken. David brought back all of itof it .
2020 And David took all the flocks and the herds, whichwhich

they drove before the otherother livestock. And they said,
“This is David’s spoil.”

2121 Then David came to the two hundred men, who
were too exhausted to follow David, whom they left at
the brook Besor. And they went out to meet David and
the people who were with him. And when David came
near to the people, he greeted them. 2222 Then all the
wicked and worthless ones from the men who went
with David answered and said, “Because they did not
go with us, we will not give them anything from the
spoil that we have rescued, except to every man his
wife and his children, that they may lead them away
and depart.”

2323 Then David said, “You will not do so, my brothers,
with what the LORD has given us, for He has pre-
served us, and has delivered into our hand the raiding
party that came against us. 2424 And who will listen to
you in this matter? Indeed as the share isis of the one
going down to battle, so will bewill be the share of the one
staying with the equipment. They will share equally.”
2525 So it was so from that day forward, that he set it asas a
statute and an ordinance for Israel to this day.

2626 When David came to Ziklag, he sent part of the
spoil to his friends, the elders of Judah, saying, “Here
is a gift to you from the spoil of the enemies of the
LORD ”: 2727 to those who were in Bethel, in Ramoth of
the Negev, and in Jattir; 2828 to those who were in Aroer,
Siphmoth, Eshtemoa, 2929 and in Rakal; to those who
were in the cities of the Jerahmeelites and the Kenites;
3030 to those who were in Hormah, Bor Ashan, Athak
3131 and in Hebron; and to those who were in all the oth-
er places where David and his men had roamed.

The House of Saul, Dead and BuriedThe House of Saul, Dead and Buried
2Sa 1:4–12; 1Ch 10:1–12

Now the Philistines were fighting against Israel,
and Israel’s fighting men fled before the

Philistines and they fell slain on Mount Gilboa. 22 The
Philistines overtook Saul and his sons. And the
Philistines killed his sons, Jonathan, Abinadab, and
Malki-Shua, Saul’s sons. 33 The battle was heavy against
Saul. The archers found him, and he was severely
wounded by the archers.

44 Then Saul said to his armor bearer, “Draw your
sword and thrust me through with it, lest these uncir-
cumcised come and thrust me through and abuse
me.”

But his armor bearer would not, for he was very
afraid. Therefore Saul took his sword and fell upon it.
55 When his armor bearer saw that Saul was dead, he
also fell upon his sword and died with him. 66 So Saul
died with his three sons and his armor bearer, togeth-
er withwith all his men on that same day.

77 When Israel’s fighting men who were on the other
side of the valley, and those who were on the other
side of the Jordan, saw that Israel’s fighting men fled
and that Saul and his sons were dead, they abandoned
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the cities and fled. So the Philistines came and lived in
them.

88 The following day, when the Philistines came to
strip the dead, they found Saul and his three sons fall-
en on Mount Gilboa. 99 They cut off his head, stripped
off his armor, and sent themthem into the land of the
Philistines round about, to make it known in the house
of their idols and among their people. 1010 They put his
armor in the house of Ashtoreth, and they fastened
his body to the wall of Beth Shan.

1111 When the inhabitants of Jabesh Gilead heard what
the Philistines had done to Saul, 1212 all the valiant men
arose and went all night, and they took the body of
Saul and the bodies of his sons from the wall of Beth
Shan, and they came to Jabesh and burned them
there. 1313 Then they took their bones and buried them
under the tamarisk tree at Jabesh, and they mourned,mourned,
fasting seven days.
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2 SAMUEL2 SAMUEL
The second book of Samuel was likely written sometime after 960 BC. Jewish tradition points to Samuel as the
author. The theme is David’s reign as king, and it covers a period of forty years, about 1010 to 970 BC. David’s
military victories are recounted as well as his sin with Bathsheba. These stories present the picture of an imper-
fect man who, nevertheless, is said to have “a heart after God.” Though David sinned, he came under convic-
tion and sought God’s forgiveness. During his reign, Israel’s borders were extended roughly from Egypt to the
Euphrates River, fulfilling God’s promise to Abraham.

The Death of SaulThe Death of Saul
1Sa 31:1–13; 1Ch 10:1–13

After the death of Saul, when David had returned
from the slaughter of the Amalekites, David had

remained two days in Ziklag. 22 On the third day, a man
came from the camp of Saul with his clothes torn and
dirt upon his head. As he approached David, he fell to
the ground prostrate.

33 David asked him, “Where have you come from?”
He responded, “I fled from the camp of Israel.”
44 David said to him, “Tell me, what is the report?”
So he reported, “The people fled from battle. Many

of the people have fallen and died; even Saul and his
son Jonathan are dead.”

55 Then David asked the young man who was report-
ing to him, “How do you know that Saul and his son
Jonathan are dead?”

66 The young man who was reporting to him an-
swered, “I happened to be on Mount Gilboa when, in
front of me, Saul was leaning on his spear with the
chariots and horsemen drawing close. 77 When he
turned around, he noticed me. He summoned me, and
I responded, ‘Here I am.’

88 “He asked me, ‘Who are you?’
“I answered, ‘I am an Amalekite.’
99 “Then he said to me, ‘Stand over me and kill me, for

I have been mortally wounded, yet I am still alive.’
1010 “So I stood beside him and killed him because I

knew that he could not live after he had fallen. Then I
took the crown that was on his head and the armlet
that was on his arm, and I have brought them here to
my lord.”

1111 Then David took hold of his clothes and tore them,
as didas did all of the men who were with him. 1212 They
mourned and wept and fasted until evening for Saul,
Jonathan his son, the people of the LORD , and the
house of Israel, because they had fallen by the sword.

1313 Then David asked the young man who was report-
ing to him, “Where are you from?”

He responded, “I am the son of one who sought
refuge, an Amalekite.”

1414 David said to him, “How is it that you did not fear
raising your hand to destroy the anointed of the LORD
?”

1515 Then David called to one of the young men and
said, “Step forward and execute him.” So he struck him
and killed him. 1616 But David said to him, “Your blood is
upon your own head, since your mouth has testified
against you, saying, ‘I put an end to the anointed of
the LORD .’”

The Lament of DavidThe Lament of David
1717 Then David recited this lament over Saul and

Jonathan his son, 1818 and he told them to teach the sons
of Judah the Song of the Bow. It is written in the book
of Jashar:

1919 Your splendor, O Israel, has been slain upon your
hills.

How the mighty ones have fallen.
2020 Do not report it in Gath,
do not announce it in the streets of Ashkelon,

lest the daughters of the Philistines rejoice,
or the daughters of the uncircumcised exult.

2121 O mountains of Gilboa,
may there be no rain or dew upon you
or your bountiful fields;

for there the shield of the mighty was defiled!
The shield of Saul isis no longer anointed with oil.

2222 From the blood of the slain,
from the fat of mighty,

the bow of Jonathan did not turn back,
nor did the sword of Saul return empty.

2323 Saul and Jonathan,
beloved and delightful,
neither in life nor death will they be separated.

They were swifter than eagles,
they were stronger than lions.

2424 O daughters of Israel, weep over Saul,
who clothed you in scarlet and jewels,
who adorned your garments with gold jewelry.

2525 How the mighty ones have fallen in the midst of
battle!

Jonathan was slain on your high places.
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2626 I am distressed for you, my brother Jonathan;
you were very dear to me;

your love was more remarkable than the love of
women.

2727 How the mighty have fallen,
and the weapons of war have perished.

David Anointed King Over JudahDavid Anointed King Over Judah

After this, David consulted the LORD , asking,
“Shall I go to one of the cities of Judah?”

The LORD responded to him, “Go up.”
David asked, “Where should I go?”
And He said, “Hebron.”
22 So David went up there, along with his two wives,

Ahinoam the Jezreelitess, and Abigail the widow of Na-
bal the Carmelite. 33 And David brought the men who
were with him, each man with his household, and they
lived in the cities of Hebron. 44 Then the men of Judah
came and there anointed David as king over the house
of Judah, and they informed David that it was the men
of Jabesh Gilead who had buried Saul.

55 So David sent messengers to the men of Jabesh
Gilead saying, “May you be blessed by the LORD , you
who have shown this loyalty to your lord Saul by bury-
ing him. 66 Now may the LORD show you loyalty and
faithfulness, even as I deal kindly with you who have
done this thing. 77 Now may your hands be strong and
may you be courageous, since your lord Saul is dead
and the house of Judah has anointed me as king over
them.”

WWar Between the Houses of David and Saular Between the Houses of David and Saul
1Ch 3:1–4

88 However, Abner the son of Ner, commander of the
army of Saul, had taken Ish-Bosheth the son of Saul
and brought him over to Mahanaim. 99 He installed him
as king over Gilead, the Ashurites, Jezreel, Ephraim,
and Benjamin, over Israel in its entirety.

1010 Ish-Bosheth the son of Saul was forty years old
when he began to reign over Israel, and he ruled for
two years. However, the house of Judah followed
David. 1111 The length of time during which David was
king in Hebron over the house of Judah was seven
years and six months.

1212 Abner the son of Ner, with the servants of Ish-
Bosheth the son of Saul, went out from Mahanaim to-
ward Gibeon. 1313 And Joab the son of Zeruiah, with the
servants of David, went out in order to meet together
at the pool of Gibeon. They sat down, one group on
one side of the pool and the other group on the side
of the pool opposite them.

1414 Abner suggested to Joab, “Let the young men
come forward and compete before us.”

And Joab replied, “Let them come.”
1515 So they stepped forward and were counted, twelve

from Benjamin and Ish-Bosheth and twelve from the
servants of David. 1616 Each one grabbed his opponent
by the head and thrust his sword in his opponent’s

side; so they fell down together. Therefore that place
was called Helkath Hazzurim, which is at Gibeon.

1717 The fighting was very fierce that day, but Abner
and the men of Israel were defeated by the servants of
David.

1818 Now the three sons of Zeruiah were there: Joab,
Abishai, and Asahel; and Asahel was as fast as a wild
gazelle. 1919 So Asahel pursued Abner, and as he went,
he did not turn to the right hand or to the left from
following Abner. 2020 Abner looked behind him and said,
“Is that you, Asahel?”

He answered, “It is I.”
2121 Abner said to him, “Turn aside to your right or left,

overtake one of the young men, and take his equip-
ment for yourself,” but Asahel was not willing to de-
sist.

2222 Abner continued still to reason with Asahel, “Aban-
don your pursuit. Why should I strike you down? How
then could I show my face to your brother Joab?”

2323 But he refused to desist. So Abner struck him in
the abdomen with the butt of his spear, so that the
spear came out of his back. He fell there and died on
the spot. When all of the others came to the place
where Asahel fell and died, they halted.

2424 But Joab and Abishai pursued Abner. As the sun
was setting, they came to the hill of Ammah, which is
next to Giah on the way to the Wilderness of Gibeon.
2525 The sons of Benjamin gathered to the rear of Abner
into a single formation, and they took their stand atop
one of the hills.

2626 Abner called to Joab, “Must the sword consume
forever? Do you not understand that a bitter taste will
result in the end? How long will you refuse to com-
mand the people to withdraw from chasing their
brothers?”

2727 Joab responded, “As God lives, I assure you that if
you had not said this, the people would have each
pursued his brother throughout the night.”

2828 So Joab blew a trumpet, and all the people stood
still. They pursued Israel no longer, nor did they con-
tinue to fight anymore.

2929 So Abner and his men traveled through the Arabah
all that night, crossed the Jordan, and marched all
morning until they returned to Mahanaim.

3030 Joab refrained from pursuing Abner, but instead
mustered all of the people. There were nineteen men
besides Asahel missing from among the servants of
David. 3131 But the servants of David routed Benjamin
and the men of Abner; three hundred and sixty of
their men died. 3232 They carried Asahel back and in-
terred him in his father’s tomb, which was at Bethle-
hem. Then Joab and his men traveled throughout the
night and reached Hebron at dawn.

The struggle between the house of Saul and the
house of David endured, but David grew stronger

as Saul became weaker.
22 Sons were born to David in Hebron:
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his firstborn was Amnon, by Ahinoam the Jezreel-
itess;
33 and his second, Kileab, by Abigail the widow of
Nabal, the Carmelite;
and the third, Absalom the son of Maakah the
daughter of Talmai, the king of Geshur;
44 and the fourth, Adonijah the son of Haggith;
and the fifth, Shephatiah the son of Abital;
55 and the sixth, Ithream, was born to Eglah, the
wife of David.
These were born to David in Hebron.

Abner Defects to DavidAbner Defects to David
66 While there was war between the house of Saul and

the house of David, Abner was strengthening himself
in the house of Saul. 77 Now Saul had a concubine
whose name was Rizpah, the daughter of Aiah, and
Ish-Bosheth said to Abner, “Why have you gone in to
my father’s concubine?”

88 Abner became very angry over the words of Ish-
Bosheth. He said, “Am I a dog’s head that belongs to
Judah? Each day I show loyalty to the house of Saul
your father, to his brothers, and to his friends by not
allowing you to fall into the hand of David. Yet today
you are charging me with guilt concerning this
woman. 99 May God do so to Abner, and more also, for
as the LORD has sworn to David, this I will do for him,
1010 to transfer the kingdom from the house of Saul and
to establish the throne of David over Israel and Judah,
from Dan to Beersheba.” 1111 And he could not offer a re-
sponse to Abner, for fear of him.

1212 So Abner sent messengers to David on his behalf
saying, “To whom does the land belong? Make your
covenant with me, and my hand will be with you to
bring over all of Israel to you.”

1313 He responded, “Very well, I will make a covenant
with you, but I require one thing from you: you will not
see my face unless you bring Michal the daughter of
Saul with you when you come to see me.” 1414 Then
David sent messengers to Ish-Bosheth the son of Saul,
saying, “Give me my wife Michal, to whom I was be-
trothed for one hundred Philistine foreskins.”

1515 So Ish-Bosheth sent for her, and he took her from
her husband, Paltiel the son of Laish. 1616 But her hus-
band went with her, weeping as he went, as far as
Bahurim. Then Abner said to him, “Go. Return.” So he
turned back.

1717 Abner had a word with the elders of Israel, “In days
past, you were seeking David as king over you. 1818 So do
it now, because the LORD said to David: By the hand of
David, I will save My people Israel from the hand of
the Philistines and from the hand of every enemy.”

1919 Abner also spoke privately with Benjamin. Then
Abner went to tell David privately at Hebron all that
was received favorably by Israel and the entire house
of Benjamin. 2020 So Abner, along with twenty men, went
to David at Hebron, and David held a festival for Abner
and the men who were with him. 2121 Abner said to

David, “Let me arise, go, and gather all Israel to my
lord the king, so that they may make a covenant with
you, that you may rule over all that your heart de-
sires.” So David sent Abner away, and he went peace-
ably.

Joab MurJoab Murders Abnerders Abner
2222 Now the servants of David and Joab came from a

raid and brought much plunder with them, but Abner
was no longer with David at Hebron, because he had
sent him away in peace. 2323 When Joab and the whole of
the army that was with him arrived, they reported to
Joab, “Abner the son of Ner came to the king and he
sent him away peaceably.”

2424 So Joab went to the king and said, “What have you
done? Abner came to you. Why is it that you sent him
away? Now he is long gone. 2525 You know that Abner
the son of Ner came to deceive you, to learn of your
coming and going, to discern all that you are doing.”

2626 When Joab left David, he sent messengers after
Abner, and they brought him back from the well of Sir-
ah. However, David was not aware of this. 2727 So Abner
returned to Hebron, and Joab pulled him aside in the
gateway so as to speak with him undisturbed. There
he struck him in the midsection so that he died on ac-
count of the blood of Asahel, his brother.

2828 Afterward when David heard of this, he said, “My
kingdom and I are forever blameless before the LORD
for the blood of Abner the son of Ner. 2929 May it fall up-
on the head of Joab and upon all his father’s house.
May the house of Joab never be without one who has
a discharge, or who is a leper, or who leans on a staff,
or who falls by the sword, or who lacks food.”

3030 So Joab and his brother Abishai killed Abner, be-
cause he killed Asahel their brother at Gibeon in the
battle.

3131 David said to Joab and all of the people with him,
“Tear your clothes, put on sackcloth, and mourn be-
fore Abner.” As for King David, he followed behind the
bier. 3232 When they buried Abner at Hebron, the king
raised his voice and wept at the grave of Abner, and all
of the people wept.

3333 Then, the king lamented for Abner, saying,
“Should Abner have died as a fool dies?

3434 Your hands were not bound,
and your feet were not put in fetters;

as a man falls before the wicked, so you have fallen.”
And all of the people continued to weep over him.
3535 Then all of the people came to persuade David to

eat food while it was still day. But David took an oath,
saying, “May God do to me, and more also, if I taste
food or anything else before the sun sets.”

3636 All of the people recognized this, and it pleased
them, as everything that the king did was pleasing to
all of the people. 3737 That very day, all of the people, all
of Israel, understood that it was not ororderdereded from the
king to have Abner the son of Ner killed.
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3838 David said to his servant, “Do you not understand
that a great leader has fallen this day in Israel? 3939 To-
day, I am weak, even if an anointed king, and these
men, the sons of Zeruiah, are too strong for me. May
the LORD repay the evildoer according to his wicked-
ness.”

Ish-Bosheth MurIsh-Bosheth Murderdereded

When the son of Saul heard that Abner had died
in Hebron, his courage failed, and all of Israel was

disheartened. 22 Now the son of Saul had two men who
were leaders of raiding bands. The name of one was
Baanah and the name of the other Rekab, both sons
of Rimmon the Beerothite, from among the sons of
Benjamin. Now Beeroth is also regarded as part of
Benjamin, 33 because the Beerothites fled to Gittaim
and have been sojourners there until this day.

44 Now Jonathan the son of Saul had a son with crip-
pled feet. He was five years old when the report of
Saul and Jonathan came from Jezreel. His nurse picked
him up and fled, but in her haste to escape, he fell and
became lame. His name was Mephibosheth.

55 The sons of Rimmon the Beerothite, Rekab and
Baanah, went out and came to the house of Ish-
Bosheth in the heat of the day, as he was resting in his
bed at midday. 66 They entered the house as if to get
wheat and stabbed him in the abdomen. Then Rekab
and his brother Baanah fled to safety.

77 When they entered the house, he was lying on his
bed in his bedroom; they struck him, killed him, and
beheaded him. Then they took his head and traveled
by way of the Arabah all night. 88 They brought the
head of Ish-Bosheth to David in Hebron and said to
the king, “Here is the head of Ish-Bosheth the son of
Saul, your enemy who sought your life. This day, the
LORD has given retribution against Saul and his de-
scendent to my lord the king.”

99 David answered Rekab and his brother Baanah, the
sons of Rimmon the Beerothite, “As the LORD , who
has delivered my life from every distress, lives, 1010 when
one reported to me that Saul was dead, although he
was a bearer of good news in his own eyes, I seized
him and killed him at Ziklag, which was my reward for
his message. 1111 How much more so, when guilty men
have slain an innocent man in his own house on his
own bed, should I not now require his blood from your
hand and wipe you from the earth?”

1212 David then gave orders to the young men. They
killed them, cut off their hands and feet, and hung
them at the pool in Hebron, but they took the head of
Ish-Bosheth and buried it in the grave of Abner at He-
bron.

David Anointed King Over IsrDavid Anointed King Over Israelael
1Ch 11:1–3

All of the tribes of Israel came to David at Hebron
and said, “We are your bone and flesh. 22 Previous-

ly, when Saul was king over us, you were the one lead-

ing Israel out and in. Also, the LORD said to you: You
will shepherd My people Israel, and you will be ruler
over Israel.”

33 So all of the elders of Israel came to the king at He-
bron, and King David made a covenant with them be-
fore the LORD at Hebron. They anointed David king
over Israel.

44 David was thirty years old when he began to reign,
and he reigned forty years. 55 He reigned over Judah
from Hebron for seven years and six months, and he
reigned over all of Israel and Judah from Jerusalem for
thirty-three years.

David Conquers JerusalemDavid Conquers Jerusalem
1Ch 3:5–9; 11:4–9; 14:1–7

66 The king and his men went to Jerusalem against
the Jebusites, who were living in the land. They said to
David, “You will not enter here; even the blind and the
lame will turn you away”—thinking, “David cannot en-
ter here.” 77 Nevertheless, David overthrew the strong-
hold of Zion, which is now the City of David.

88 David said on that day, “Whoever defeats the Je-
busites, let him go through the water shaft to reach
the lame and the blind, who are despised by David.”
Therefore, it is said, “The blind and lame shall not
come into the house.”

99 So David occupied the stronghold, and he called it
the City of David. He built on all sides from the ter-
races inward. 1010 David went on and became great, be-
cause the LORD , the God of Hosts, was with him.

1111 King Hiram of Tyre sent messengers to David with
cedar wood, carpenters, and stonemasons, and they
built a house for David. 1212 Then David understood that
the LORD had appointed him king over Israel, and that
He had exalted his kingdom for the sake of His people
Israel.

1313 David took more concubines and wives in
Jerusalem, after having come from Hebron, and they
bore him more sons and daughters. 1414 These are the
names of the children born to him in Jerusalem: Sham-
mua, Shobab, Nathan, Solomon, 1515 Ibhar, Elishua,
Nepheg, Japhia, 1616 Elishama, Eliada, and Eliphelet.

David Defeats the PhilistinesDavid Defeats the Philistines
1Ch 14:8–17

1717 When the Philistines heard that they had anointed
David king over Israel, all of the Philistines went up to
search for David, but David heard about this and went
down to the stronghold. 1818 Now the Philistines had
come and were spread out in the Valley of Rephaim.
1919 So David asked the LORD , “Shall I go up against the
Philistines? Will You give them into my hand?”

The LORD said to David, “Go up, because I will cer-
tainly give them into your hand.”

2020 So David came to Baal Perazim, and David defeat-
ed them there. He said, “The LORD has breached my
enemies before me like bursting tides.” Therefore, he
named that place Baal Perazim. 2121 The Philistines aban-
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doned their idols there, and David and his men carried
them away.

2222 Once again, the Philistines went up and spread out
in the Valley of Rephaim. 2323 When David inquired of the
LORD , He said, “You shall not go up. Circle around be-
hind them and come against them opposite the trees.
2424 When you hear the sound of marching in the tops of
the trees, pay attention, because at that point the
LORD is going before you to defeat the army of the
Philistines.” 2525 So David did just as the LORD com-
manded, and he defeated the Philistines from Geba as
far as Gezer.

The Ark BrThe Ark Brought to Jerusalemought to Jerusalem
1Ch 13:1–14; 15:25–16:3

Again David gathered all of the chosen men in Is-
rael, thirty thousand. 22 David and all of the people

who were with him arose and went from Baalah of Ju-
dah to bring up the ark of God, so named for the
name of the LORD of Hosts who sits enthroned among
the cherubim that are upon it. 33 They loaded the ark of
God on a new cart and brought it from the house of
Abinadab, which was on the hill. Uzzah and Ahio the
sons of Abinadab were driving the new cart. 44 They
brought it with the ark of God from the house of Abi-
nadab on the hill, and Ahio was walking in front of the
ark. 55 Meanwhile, David and the entire house of Israel
were celebrating before the LORD with all sorts of in-
struments made of fir wood, on harps, on stringed in-
struments, on tambourines, on sistrums, and on cym-
bals.

66 When they came to the threshing floor of Nakon,
Uzzah reached out and took hold of the ark of God,
because the oxen had stumbled. 77 The LORD became
angry against Uzzah, and God struck him down on the
spot for his irreverence. He died there beside the ark
of God.

88 David became angry because of the outburst of the
LORD against Uzzah; that place is called Perez Uzzah
to this day.

99 David feared the LORD that day, and he thought,
“How can the ark of the LORD come to me?” 1010 So
David did not allow the ark of the LORD to be brought
to him in the City of David. Instead, David redirected it
to the house of Obed-Edom the Gittite. 1111 The ark of
the LORD remained at the house of Obed-Edom the
Gittite for three months, and the LORD blessed Obed-
Edom and his entire household.

1212 When it was reported to King David, “The LORD
has blessed Obed-Edom and everything that belongs
to him, for the sake of the ark of God,” David went and
brought up the ark of God from the house of Obed-
Edom to the City of David with rejoicing. 1313 When those
who were carrying the ark of the LORD had taken six
steps, David would sacrifice an ox and a fattened
steer. 1414 David danced before the LORD with all of his
might, and he wore a linen ephod. 1515 So David and the

whole house of Israel escorted the ark of the LORD
with shouting and the sound of the horn.

1616 When the ark of the LORD entered the City of
David, Michal the daughter of Saul looked down from
the window, and upon seeing King David leaping and
dancing before the LORD , she thought contemptu-
ously of him in her mind.

1717 They brought the ark of the LORD and set it in its
place inside the tent that David had erected for it.
Then David offered burnt offerings and peace offer-
ings before the LORD . 1818 When David had finished of-
fering the burnt offerings and peace offerings, he
blessed the people before the LORD of Hosts. 1919 He
distributed to all of the people, the entire multitude of
Israel, both men and women, one bread cake, one
date cake, and one raisin cake to each one. Then all of
the people left, each to his house.

2020 David returned to bless his household, but Michal
the daughter of Saul came out to meet him. She said,
“How the king of Israel has dignified himself today, ex-
posing himself this day in the sight of his servant’s
slave girls like one of the rabble might shamelessly ex-
pose himself.”

2121 Then David responded to Michal, “It was before
the LORD , who chose me over your father and over
everyone in his household, to appoint me ruler over
the people of the LORD , over Israel. I was celebrating
before the LORD . 2222 I will humble myself even more
than this and be abased in my own eyes. But by the
maidservants, of whom you have spoken, I will be held
in honor.”

2323 Michal the daughter of Saul had no children to the
day of her death.

God’God’s Cos Covenant With Davidvenant With David
1Ch 17:1–15

Now when the king settled into his house and the
LORD had given him rest from all of his enemies

on all sides, 22 the king said to Nathan the prophet, “I
am dwelling in a cedar house, but the ark of God is sit-
ting in a tent.”

33 Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all that is in your
heart because the LORD is with you.”

44 That night the word of the LORD came to Nathan:
55 Go and say to My servant David: Thus says the

LORD : Do you intend to build a house for Me in which
I will dwell? 66 I have not dwelt in a house since the day
I brought the sons of Israel from Egypt until this day. I
have been moving about with a tent as My dwelling.
77 Wherever I have moved with all the sons of Israel,
have I ever spoken a word to anyone from the tribes
of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd My people
Israel, saying, “Why have you not built Me a house of
cedar?”

88 Now therefore, you will say to My servant David:
Thus says the LORD of Hosts: I took you from the pas-
ture, from following after the sheep, to be ruler over
My people Israel. 99 I have been with you wherever you
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have gone, and I have cut off all of your enemies be-
fore you. I will make your name great, like the great
ones across the land. 1010 Moreover, I will appoint a
place for My people Israel. I will plant them, and they
will dwell in that very place. They will be restless no
longer, and the unjust will no longer oppress them, as
in former times, 1111 ever since the day in which I ap-
pointed judges over My people Israel. I will give you
rest from all of your enemies.

The LORD declares to you that He will instead bring
about a house for you. 1212 When your days are com-
plete and you lie down with your fathers, I will raise up
after you an offspring from your body, and I will estab-
lish his rule. 1313 He will build a house for My name, and I
will establish his royal throne forever. 1414 I will be a fa-
ther to him, and he will be a son to Me. When he goes
astray, I will correct him with the rod of men and afflic-
tions of the sons of men. 1515 My commitment will not
abandon him, as I removed it from Saul, whom I de-
posed before you. 1616 Your house and dominion will en-
dure before Me forever, and your throne will be estab-
lished by the LORD forever.

1717 So Nathan spoke to David in accordance with all of
these words and the entirety of this vision.

The PrThe Prayer of Davidayer of David
1Ch 17:16–27

1818 Then King David went in and sat before the LORD .
He said,

“Who am I, O Lord GOD , and what is my house that
You have brought me this far? 1919 Yet this was compara-
tively insignificant in Your sight, Lord GOD , for You
have also spoken about Your servant’s house into the
distant future. Is this Your manner with man, Lord
GOD ?

2020 “What more can David say to You? You know Your
servant, Lord GOD . 2121 Because of Your word, accord-
ing to Your will, You have done all of this greatness to
inform Your servant.

2222 “Therefore You are great, LORD God. There is none
like You, and there is no God except You, according to
everything that we have heard with our ears. 2323 And
who is like Your people, like Israel—a single nation in
the land, whom God went to redeem as a people for
Himself, making a name for Himself by doing great
and awesome things for Your land, before Your people
whom You redeemed for Yourself from Egypt, a nation
and its gods. 2424 You established Your people Israel as
Your own people forever, and You, LORD , became
their God.

2525 “Now, LORD God, confirm forever the word that
You spoke regarding Your servant and his house and
do as You have spoken. 2626 May Your name be magni-
fied forever by saying, ‘The LORD of Hosts is God over
Israel,’ and may the house of Your servant David be es-
tablished before You.

2727 “For You, O LORD of Hosts, God of Israel, have re-
vealed a word to Your servant, saying, ‘I will build you

a house.’ Therefore, Your servant has found the
courage to pray this prayer to You. 2828 Now, Lord GOD ,
You are God, and Your words are true. You have spo-
ken this good message to Your servant. 2929 Now, be re-
solved and bless Your servant’s dynastic house, so that
it may stand before You forever. You, Lord GOD , have
spoken, and with Your blessing, the house of Your ser-
vant will be blessed forever.”

David’David’s Victoriess Victories
1Ch 18:1–13

Afterward, David defeated the Philistines and
subdued them, and David took Metheg Ammah

from the hand of the Philistines.
22 He also defeated Moab. He measured them with a

length of rope, forcing them to lie down on the
ground. He measured two lengths of rope to be put to
death, but the entirety of one length he allowed to
live. So the Moabites became subject to David, bearing
tribute.

33 David also defeated Hadadezer the son of Rehob,
king of Zobah, when he went to restore his authority
over the River Euphrates. 44 David seized from him one
thousand seven hundred horsemen and twenty thou-
sand foot soldiers, and David hamstrung all of the
chariot horses, save those for one hundred chariots.

55 The Arameans of Damascus came to help Hadadez-
er king of Zobah, but David defeated twenty-two thou-
sand men of the Arameans. 66 David put garrisons in
Aram of Damascus; and the Arameans became ser-
vants who bore tribute to David. The LORD helped
David wherever he went.

77 David took the shields of gold that were issued to
the servants of Hadadezer and brought them to
Jerusalem. 88 From Betah †† and Berothai, cities of
Hadadezer, King David took great quantities of bronze.

99 When Toi king of Hamath heard that David had de-
feated the entire army of Hadadezer, 1010 Toi sent his son
Joram to King David to greet him and bless him on ac-
count of his fighting with Hadadezer and his defeat of
him, for Hadadezer was an opponent of Toi. Joram
brought with him implements of silver, gold, and
bronze, 1111 which King David dedicated to the LORD
along with the silver and gold that he dedicated from
all of the nations that he had subdued, 1212 that is, from
Aram, †††† Moab, the Ammonites, the Philistines,
Amalek, and the plunder from Hadadezer the son of
Rehob, king of Zobah.

1313 So David made a name for himself upon his return
from defeating eighteen thousand Arameans ‡‡ in the
Valley of Salt.

1414 He set up garrisons in Edom. Throughout all of
Edom, he set up garrisons, and all of Edom became
subject to David. The LORD helped David wherever he
went.

† in 1Ch 18:8. †† Possibly a Edom. Cf. 2Sa 8:14, 1Ch 18:11–13,
LXX and Syriac mss. See also note for v. 13. ‡ Possibly a Edomites.
Cf. 2Sa 8:14, 1Ch 18:11–13, LXX and Syriac mss.
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David’David’s Officialss Officials
1Ch 18:14–17

1515 David reigned over all of Israel, and he adminis-
tered fair judgments to all of his people. 1616 Joab the
son of Zeruiah was over the army. Jehoshaphat the
son of Ahilud was secretary. 1717 Zadok the son of Ahitub
and Ahimelek the son of Abiathar were priests. Sera-
iah was scribe. 1818 Benaiah the son of Jehoiada was in
charge of the Kerethites and Pelethites. The sons of
David were chief ministers.

David’David’s Kindness to Mephibosheths Kindness to Mephibosheth

David said, “Is there still anyone left from the
house of Saul to whom I may show kindness on

behalf of Jonathan?”
22 Now there was a servant from the house of Saul

whose name was Ziba. So they summoned him to
David. The king said to him, “Are you Ziba?”

He replied, “I am your servant.”
33 The king said, “Is there no one else from the house

of Saul to whom I may show the kindness of God?”
Ziba responded to the king, “There is still a son of

Jonathan who is crippled in both feet.”
44 The king said to him, “Where is he?”
Ziba told the king, “He is at the house of Makir the

son of Ammiel at Lo Debar.”
55 So King David sent for and brought him from the

house of Makir the son of Ammiel, from Lo Debar.
66 Mephibosheth the son of Jonathan the son of Saul

came to David and fell upon his face and bowed down.
Then David said, “Mephibosheth,” and he responded,
“I am your servant.”

77 David said to him, “Do not be afraid, for I will cer-
tainly show you kindness on account of Jonathan, your
father. I will return to you every field of Saul, your fa-
ther, and you will eat at my table perpetually.”

88 He bowed low and said, “What is your servant that
you should be concerned for a dead dog like me?”

99 The king summoned Ziba the servant of Saul, and
he said to him, “All that belonged to Saul and to all his
house, I have given to the son of your master. 1010 You
will work the ground for him—you, your sons, and
your servants. You will bring in the produce so that the
son of your master will have food to eat; but Mephi-
bosheth, the son of your master, will always eat at my
table.” Now Ziba had fifteen sons and twenty servants.

1111 Ziba said to the king, “Everything that my lord the
king has commanded his servant, your servant will
do.” So Mephibosheth ate at the table of David like
one of the sons of the king.

1212 Now Mephibosheth had a young son whose name
was Mika, and all who dwelled in the house of Ziba
were servants to Mephibosheth. 1313 So Mephibosheth
lived in Jerusalem, because he ate continually at the
table of the king. Now he was lame in both of his feet.

David Defeats the Ammonites and ArDavid Defeats the Ammonites and Arameansameans
1Ch 19:1–19

After this, the king of the Ammonites died, and
Hanun his son reigned in his stead. 22 David said,

“I will show kindness to Hanun the son of Nahash, as
his father showed kindness to me.” So David sent a
message by way of his servants to comfort him con-
cerning his father, and the servants of David went to
the land of the Ammonites.

33 But the Ammonite officials said to Hanun, their
lord, “Has David honored your father in your eyes by
sending comforters to you? Was it not in an effort to
search out the city, to scout it in order to overthrow it,
that he sent his servants to you?” 44 So Hanun seized
the servants of David, shaved half of the beard of
each, cut their robes in half so that they were exposed,
and sent them away.

55 When they reported what had happened to David,
he sent messengers to meet them, because the men
were severely ashamed. The king instructed them,
“Remain at Jericho until your beards have regrown,
then return.”

66 When the Ammonites saw that they had become
odious to David, the Ammonites sent and hired the
Arameans of Beth Rehob and the Arameans of Zobah,
twenty thousand foot soldiers, and from the king of
Maakah, one thousand men, and from Tob, twelve
thousand men.

77 When David heard of it, he sent Joab and all the
army with the warriors. 88 The Ammonites came out
and drew up in battle formation at the entrance of the
gate. But the Arameans of Zobah, Rehob, Tob, and
Maakah were by themselves in the open field.

99 When Joab saw that the battlefronts were both be-
fore and behind him, he selected some from the best
men in Israel and lined them up opposite Aram. 1010 The
remainder of the people he placed under the charge
of Abishai his brother, and lined them up opposite the
Ammonites. 1111 Then he said, “If Aram starts to prevail
over me, you shall help me, but if the Ammonites be-
gin to prevail over you, then I will come to help you.
1212 Be strong and let us fight with resolve for the sake
of our people and the cities of our God. May the LORD
do what seems good to Him.”

1313 Joab advanced the people that were with him to
fight against Aram, and they retreated from before
him. 1414 When the Ammonites realized that Aram had
fled, they retreated from before Abishai and entered
the city. Then Joab turned away from fighting against
the Ammonites, and he came to Jerusalem.

1515 When Aram saw that they had been defeated by Is-
rael, they assembled together. 1616 Hadadezer sent for
and summoned the Arameans who were beyond the
River, †† and they came to Helam. Shobak the comman-
der of the army of Hadadezer led them.

† Euphrates River.
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1717 When David was informed of this, he assembled all
of Israel. They crossed over the Jordan and came to
Helam. Aram was drawn up in formation opposite
David, and they fought against him. 1818 Aram retreated
before Israel. David killed seven hundred charioteers,
forty thousand horsemen from Aram, and wounded
Shobak the commander of the army so that he died
there. 1919 When all of the kings who were subject to
Hadadezer realized that they were being defeated by
Israel, they made peace with Israel and became sub-
ject to them.

From then on, Aram was fearful of further helping
the Ammonites.

David and BathshebaDavid and Bathsheba

In the spring of the year, the time when the
kings go out to battle, David sent out Joab and

his officers, all of Israel with him. They brought to ruin
the Ammonites and besieged Rabbah, but David re-
mained in Jerusalem.

22 One evening when David arose from his bed and
was walking on the roof of the king’s house, from the
roof he saw a woman bathing; and the woman was
very beautiful. 33 So, David sent someone to inquire
about the woman. And it was asked, “Is this not
Bathsheba the daughter of Eliam, the wife of Uriah the
Hittite?” 44 So David sent messengers, and took her;
and she came to him, and he lay with her. When she
had purified herself from her uncleanness, she re-
turned to her house. 55 The woman conceived. So she
sent a message and reported to David, “I am preg-
nant.”

66 Then David sent an order to Joab, “Send Uriah the
Hittite to me.” So, Joab sent Uriah to David. 77 When Uri-
ah came to him, David asked about the welfare of
Joab, the people, and the fighting. 88 Then David said to
Uriah, “Go down to your house. Wash your feet.” So
Uriah left the house of the king, and a gift from the
king followed him. 99 But Uriah slept at the entrance of
the house of the king with all of the servants of his
lord; he did not go down to his house.

1010 When they reported to David, saying, “Uriah did
not go down to his house,” David said to Uriah, “Have
you not come from a journey? Why did you not go
down to your house?”

1111 Uriah responded to David, “The ark, Israel, and Ju-
dah dwell in makeshift shelters. My lord Joab and the
officers of my lord are camping in the open field. But I
may enter my house to eat, to drink, and to sleep with
my wife? As you live and as your soul lives, I will not do
this thing!”

1212 So David said to Uriah, “Remain here another day,
and I will send you back tomorrow.” Uriah remained in
Jerusalem that day and the following day. 1313 Now David
invited him to eat in his presence, and he drank until
he got Uriah drunk. In the evening, he went to lie
down in his lodging with the servants of his lord, but
he did not go down to his house.

1414 That morning, David wrote a message to Joab and
sent it by way of Uriah. 1515 He wrote in the message,
“Send Uriah to the front of the line where the fighting
is heaviest then withdraw from him, so that he may be
struck down and die.”

1616 So as Joab was besieging the city, he stationed Uri-
ah in a place where he knew fierce men were. 1717 When
the men of the city came out, they fought with Joab,
and some people among those who served David fell;
Uriah the Hittite died among them.

1818 Joab sent word to inform David of all of the events
of the battle. 1919 He instructed the messenger, “When
you finish telling the king all the details of the battle,
2020 if his anger rises and he says to you, ‘Why did you
approach so near to the city? Did you not know that
they might shoot from the city wall? 2121 Who killed
Abimelek the son of Jerub-Besheth? Did not a woman
throw an upper millstone on him from the city wall so
that he died at Thebez? Why did you approach so near
to the city wall?’ You shall then say, ‘Additionally your
servant Uriah the Hittite is dead.’”

2222 So the messenger departed and came to report to
David everything that Joab had sent with him. 2323 The
messenger reported to David, “The men prevailed
over us when they came out against us in the open
field, but we drove them back to the entrance of the
gate. 2424 Then the archers shot at your servants from
upon the city wall, and some of those who serve the
king are dead. Even your servant Uriah the Hittite
died.”

2525 So David replied to the messenger, “Thus you shall
report to Joab, ‘Do not allow this thing to dismay you,
for the sword devours one as well as another. Sustain
your attack against the city and bring it to ruin.’ En-
courage him with this reply.”

2626 When the wife of Uriah heard that her husband
was dead, she mourned for her husband. 2727 When the
time of mourning was concluded, David sent for her
and brought her to his house. She became his wife
and bore him a son. But the thing that David had done
was displeasing to the LORD .

Nathan Rebukes DavidNathan Rebukes David
1Ch 20:1–3

The LORD sent Nathan to David. He came to
him and said, “There were two men in a certain

city. One was wealthy, but the other was poor. 22 The
wealthy man had a very large flock and herd, 33 but the
poor man had nothing except a single small ewe lamb
that he had acquired. He nourished it and raised it to-
gether with himself and his sons. From his crumbs, it
would eat; from his cup, it would drink; and in his
arms it would lie. It was like a daughter to him.

44 “There came a visitor to the wealthy man, but he
was unwilling to take from his own flock or herd to
prepare a meal for the wanderer who had come to
him. Instead he took the poor man’s ewe lamb and
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prepared food for the wanderer who had come to
him.”

55 David became very angry because of this man. He
said to Nathan, “As the LORD lives, the man who did
this deserves to die. 66 And he shall restore the lamb
fourfold, because he did this thing, and because he
had no pity.”

77 Then Nathan told David, “You are this man! Thus
says the LORD , the God of Israel: I anointed you as
king over Israel and I rescued you from the hand of
Saul. 88 I gave to you your master’s house and your
master’s wives into your arms, and I gave to you the
house of Israel and Judah. If this were too little, I
would have continued to do for you much more. 99 Why
have you despised the word of the LORD by doing evil
in His sight? You struck down Uriah the Hittite with the
sword, and you took his wife as a wife for yourself. You
killed him with the sword of the Ammonites. 1010 Now
the sword will never depart from your house, because
you have despised Me and have taken the wife of Uri-
ah the Hittite to be your wife.

1111 “Thus says the LORD : See, I will raise up trouble
against you from within your own house. I will take
your wives before your eyes and will give them to your
neighbor, and he will lie with your wives in broad day-
light. 1212 Although you did it secretly, I will do this thing
before all of Israel, and under the sun.”

1313 Then David said to Nathan, “I have sinned against
the LORD .”

Nathan said to David, “Now the LORD has put away
your sin; you shall not die. 1414 Nevertheless, because by
this deed you have utterly scorned the LORD , the
child who is born to you shall die.”

1515 Then Nathan went to his house. The LORD struck
the child that the wife of Uriah had born for David,
and he became sick. 1616 David entreated God on behalf
of the child. He fasted for a period, and he would go in
and lie throughout the night on the ground. 1717 The el-
ders of his house stood beside him to rouse him from
the ground, but he was not willing, nor would he con-
sume food with them.

1818 The child died on the seventh day, and the ser-
vants of David were afraid to tell him that the child
had died. They said, “When the child was alive, we
would speak to him, but he would not acknowledge
our voices. Now how can we say to him, ‘The child is
dead’? He may do harm.”

1919 When David noticed that his servants were whis-
pering to one another, he perceived that the child was
dead. So he asked his servants, “Is the child dead?”

They said, “He is dead.”
2020 So David arose from the ground, washed, anointed

himself, and changed his garments. Then he entered
the house of the LORD and worshipped. He then went
in to his own house. When he asked, they set down
food for him and ate.

2121 His servants said to him, “What is this thing you
have done? You fasted and wept for the sake of the liv-

ing child, but when the child died, you arose and ate
food.”

2222 He explained, “As long as the child was alive, I fast-
ed and wept because I thought, ‘Who knows? The
LORD may be gracious to me, so that the child may
live.’ 2323 But now he is dead. Why should I fast? Am I
able to bring him back again? I will go to him, but he
will not return to me.”

The Birth of SolomonThe Birth of Solomon
2424 Then David comforted Bathsheba, his wife. He

went to her and lay with her, so that she conceived a
son. They named him Solomon, and the LORD loved
him. 2525 So He sent a word by way of the prophet
Nathan that he should be named Jedidiah for the sake
of the LORD .

2626 Now Joab fought against Rabbah of the Am-
monites and assumed control of the royal city. 2727 So
Joab sent messengers to David and reported, “I have
fought against Rabbah, and I have occupied the water
supply of the city. 2828 Now gather the remainder of the
people, lay siege to the city, and take it. Otherwise, I
myself will capture the city, and it will be called by my
name.”

2929 So David gathered all of the people and they went
to Rabbah, fought against it, and took it. 3030 David took
the crown of their king from his head, and its weight
was a talent †† of gold and precious stone. It was placed
upon the head of David. He brought out large quanti-
ties of plunder from the city. 3131 He brought out the
people who were in it, and he put them to work with
saws, and iron picks, and iron axes, and sent them to
work in the brick kiln. Thus he did to all of the cities of
the Ammonites. Then David and all of the people re-
turned to Jerusalem.

Amnon and TAmnon and Tamaramar

After this, Absalom the son of David had a
beautiful sister whose name was Tamar, and

Amnon the son of David fell in love with her.
22 It depressed Amnon to the point of falling ill that

Tamar his sister was a virgin, but it was impossible for
Amnon to pursue her.

33 Now Amnon had a friend whose name was Jonadab
the son of Shimeah, the brother of David, and Jonadab
was a very crafty individual. 44 He asked him, “Why are
you, the son of the king, so sullen morning after
morning? Will you not tell me?”

Amnon told him, “I am in love with Tamar, the sister
of Absalom my brother.”

55 Jonadab instructed him, “Lie down on your bed and
pretend to be ill. When your father comes to see you,
say to him, ‘Please allow Tamar, my sister, to come and
prepare some food for me. She should make the food
here, so that when I see it, I may eat it from her
hand.’”

† About 75 pounds, or 34 kilograms.
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66 So Amnon lay down and pretended to be ill. When
the king came to see him, Amnon said to the king,
“Please let my sister Tamar come here to make a cou-
ple of cakes, so that I may be nourished from her
hand.”

77 Then David sent word to Tamar at the house,
“Please go to the house of Amnon your brother, and
prepare food for him.” 88 So Tamar went to the house of
Amnon her brother, where he was lying. She took the
dough, kneaded it, and made the cakes before him.
Then she baked them. 99 Then she took the baking tray
and served the cakes to him, but he refused to eat.

Amnon said, “Send everyone away.” So they all left
him. 1010 Then Amnon said to Tamar, “Bring the food into
the bedroom that I may eat from your hand.” So
Tamar took the cakes that she had made and brought
them in the bedroom to Amnon her brother. 1111 When
she brought them close for him to eat, he took hold of
her and said, “Come, lie with me, my sister.”

1212 She pled with him, “No, my brother, do not violate
me, for such a thing is not to be done in Israel. Do not
carry out this awful thing. 1313 As for me, where could I
escape my disgrace? And you would be like one of the
fools in Israel. Now, please speak to the king, for he
will not withhold me from you.” 1414 But he refused to lis-
ten to her. So, being stronger than her, he overpow-
ered her and lay with her.

1515 Then Amnon hated her greatly, so that the hatred
with which he hated her was greater than the love
with which he had loved her. And Amnon said to her,
“Get up, go away.”

1616 She said to him, “No, because this great offense of
dismissing me is worse than the other which you did
to me.”

But he refused to listen to her. 1717 He called his per-
sonal servant and said, “Send this woman out from
me, and secure the door behind her.” 1818 Now she was
wearing a long robe, because the virgin daughters of
the king were clothed in such garments. So his servant
put her out and secured the door behind her. 1919 So
Tamar put ashes on her head and tore the long robe
that she was wearing. She put her hand on her head
and left, wailing as she went.

2020 Absalom her brother said to her, “Has Amnon your
brother been with you? Keep silent for now, my sister.
He is your brother. Do not take this thing to heart.” So
Tamar stayed in the house of Absalom, her brother, a
desolate woman.

2121 When King David heard about these things, he was
very angry. 2222 And Absalom would not speak with Am-
non, either pleasantly or angrily; but Absalom hated
Amnon because he had raped his sister Tamar.

Absalom Kills AmnonAbsalom Kills Amnon
2323 Two full years later, the sheepshearers of Absalom

were in Baal Hazor, near Ephraim, and Absalom invit-
ed all of the sons of the king. 2424 Then Absalom came to
the king and requested, “Your servant has

sheepshearers; will the king and his servants kindly go
with your servant?”

2525 The king said to Absalom, “No, my son, we must
not all go or we will be a burden to you.” When he
urged him, he refused to go, but gave him his bless-
ing.

2626 Absalom said, “If not, allow my brother Amnon to
go with us.”

But the king replied to him, “Why should he go with
you?” 2727 But Absalom urged him until he sent Amnon
and all of the king’s sons along with him.

2828 Now, Absalom had commanded his servant, “Look
for Amnon to become carefree on account of the wine.
Then I will say to you, ‘Strike Amnon, and kill him.’ Do
not be afraid, for am not I myself commanding you?
Be strong and brave.” 2929 So, the servants of Absalom
did to Amnon that which Absalom had commanded.
Then the sons of the king arose, each mounting his
mule, and fled.

3030 While they were on the way, the report reached
David: “Absalom struck down all of the sons of the
king, and there is not one of them remaining.” 3131 Then
the king arose, tore his garments, and lay on the
ground, while all of his servants who were standing
nearby tore their garments.

3232 But Jonadab, the son of David’s brother Shimeah,
said, “My lord should not think that they have killed all
of the servants who are the king’s sons. Amnon alone
is dead, for this has been determined from the day he
raped Tamar, his sister, by the very declaration of Ab-
salom. 3333 Now, my lord the king should not take this
matter to heart, thinking that all of the king’s sons are
dead. Instead Amnon alone is dead.”

3434 Absalom fled.
Now when the servant who was keeping watch

looked up, he saw many people coming on the road
beyond him, around the hill.

3535 So Jonadab said to the king, “See, the king’s sons
are coming. As your servant spoke, so it is.”

3636 As soon as he had finished speaking, the sons of
the king arrived, lifted their voices, and wept. The king
and all of his servants also wept loudly.

3737 Now Absalom fled and went to Talmai the son of
Ammihud, king of Geshur, but David mourned over his
son every day.

3838 When Absalom fled and went to Geshur, he was
there for three years. 3939 Then King David longed to go
out to Absalom, for he was consoled over the death of
Amnon.

Absalom Returns to JerusalemAbsalom Returns to Jerusalem

Now Joab the son of Zeruiah recognized that
the king’s mind was on Absalom. 22 So Joab sent a

request to Tekoa and brought from there a wise
woman. He instructed her, “Act as if you are observing
mourning rites. Put on mourning garments, and do
not anoint yourself with oil, but act like a woman who
has been mourning over the dead like this for many
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days. 33 Then come to the king and speak to him in this
manner.” Thus Joab put the words in her mouth.

44 As the Tekoan woman spoke to the king, she fell on
her face toward the ground and bowed low. Then she
said, “Help me, O king.”

55 The king said to her, “What troubles you?”
She responded, “Alas, I am a widow, and my hus-

band is dead. 66 Furthermore, your servant had two
sons. The two of them were fighting in the field, but
there was no one to separate them. One struck the
other and killed him. 77 Now the entire family has risen
up against your maidservant, and they said, ‘Deliver
him who struck his brother, so that we may kill him for
the life of his brother whom he killed, and we will de-
stroy the heir also.’ So they will extinguish my remain-
ing ember, and leave my husband neither name nor
remnant on the face of the earth.”

88 Then the king said to the woman, “Go to your
house, and I will give orders concerning you.”

99 The Tekoan woman responded to the king, “May
guilt rest upon me and the house of my father, my
lord the king, and may the king and his throne be
blameless.”

1010 The king said, “Whoever speaks to you, bring him
to me, and he will not cause you harm again.”

1111 Then she said, “May the king remember the LORD
your God so that the avenger of blood will not contin-
ue to destroy, lest they exterminate my son.”

He said, “As the LORD lives, not one hair of your son
will fall to the ground.”

1212 Then the woman said, “Allow your servant to speak
a word to my lord the king.”

So he said, “Speak.”
1313 The woman said, “Why have you planned like this

against the people of God? The king’s speaking this
word is like a self-conviction, for the king has not
brought back his own banished one. 1414 We will surely
die and are like water spilled on the ground, which
cannot be gathered up again. Yet God does not take
away a life; He devises plans so that His banished ones
will not be cast out from Him.

1515 “So now I have come to speak to my lord the king
about this matter because the people have made me
afraid. So, I thought, ‘I will speak to the king. Perhaps
the king will perform the request of his servant. 1616 For
the king may accept my request to deliver his servant
from the hand of the man who would destroy me and
my son from the inheritance of God.’

1717 “So, your servant thought, ‘May the word of my
lord the king provide rest. For like the angel of God,
my lord the king discerns good from evil. May the
LORD your God be with you.’”

1818 Then the king answered and said to the woman,
“Please do not conceal from me anything that I ask
you.”

The woman said, “May my lord the king please
speak.”

1919 The king said, “Is the hand of Joab with you in all of
this?”

The woman answered and said, “As your soul lives,
my lord the king, there is no turning right or left from
anything that you spoke, my lord the king, for your
servant Joab is the very one who commanded me and
placed all of these words in my mouth. 2020 In order to
change this situation, your servant Joab did this thing;
but my lord is wise, as with the wisdom of the angel of
God, so as to discern everything happening in the
land.”

2121 Then the king said to Joab, “This is what I will do.
Go and bring back the young man Absalom.”

2222 Then Joab fell with his face to ground and bowed
low and blessed the king. Joab said, “Today your ser-
vant knows that I have found favor in your eyes, my
lord the king, since the king has granted the request
of his servant.”

2323 Then Joab arose and went to Geshur, and he
brought Absalom to Jerusalem. 2424 The king said, “Let
him turn to his own house. He shall not come into my
presence.” So Absalom turned to his house and did
not come into the king’s presence.

David ForDavid Forgives Absalomgives Absalom
2525 In all of Israel, there was no man as handsome as

Absalom. From the sole of his foot to the top of his
head, there was not a blemish on him. 2626 When he cut
the hair of his head (and at the end of every year he
cut it, for it was heavy on him), he weighed the hair
from his head at two hundred shekels, †† according to
the king’s standard.

2727 There were born to Absalom three sons and one
daughter whose name was Tamar. She was a beautiful
woman.

2828 Absalom lived in Jerusalem for two full years with-
out coming into the king’s presence. 2929 Then Absalom
sent a message to Joab, requesting that he send him
to the king, but he was not willing to come to him. So
he sent a second message, but still he was not willing
to come. 3030 Then he said to his servants, “See, Joab’s
field is next to mine, and he has barley there. Go, set it
on fire.” So the servants of Absalom set the field on
fire.

3131 Then Joab arose, came to Absalom at his house,
and said to him, “Why have your servants set my plot
of land on fire?”

3232 Absalom said to Joab, “I sent a message to you,
saying: Come, so that I may send you to the king, ask-
ing, ‘Why have I come from Geshur? It would be better
for me to be there still.’ Now, let me go before the
king, and if there is still guilt with me, may he put me
to death.”

3333 So Joab came and reported this to him. Then he
summoned Absalom. So he came to the king, bowed
low to him, his face on the ground before the king;
then the king kissed Absalom.

† About 5 pounds, or 2.3 kilograms.
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AbsalomAbsalom’’s Conspirs Conspiracyacy

After this Absalom acquired for himself a chari-
ot, horses, and fifty men to run before him. 22 Ab-

salom would go early and stand beside the way into
the gate. When any man who had a dispute concern-
ing which he had come to the king for a judgment ap-
proached, Absalom would call to him and say, “Which
city are you from?” And he would say, “Your servant is
from one of the tribes of Israel.” 33 Then Absalom would
say to him, “Look, your claim is good and right, but
there is no one to hear you on behalf of the king.”
44 Absalom would continue, “If I were appointed a
judge in the land, then every man who had a claim
could come and I would give him justice.”

55 When a man would approach to bow before him,
he would reach out, embrace him, and kiss him. 66 Ab-
salom acted this way toward every Israelite who came
to the king for a judgment. So Absalom stole the
hearts of the men of Israel.

77 After forty years, Absalom said to the king, “Please
allow me to go fulfill my vow that I made to the LORD
in Hebron. 88 For your servant made a vow when I was
dwelling in Geshur in Aram, saying: If indeed the LORD
will bring me back to Jerusalem, then I will serve the
LORD .”

99 The king said to him, “Go in peace.” So he arose and
went to Hebron.

1010 But Absalom sent scouts throughout all of the
tribes of Israel, saying, “When you hear the sound of
the horn, say: Absalom has become king in Hebron.”
1111 Now two hundred men went with Absalom from
Jerusalem, invited and unsuspecting; they did not
know anything. 1212 Absalom sent for Ahithophel the
Gilonite, the advisor of David, from his city Giloh, while
he was offering the sacrifices. Now the conspiracy was
strong, for the number of people with Absalom was
continually growing.

David Flees JerusalemDavid Flees Jerusalem
1313 A messenger came to David and said, “The hearts

of the men of Israel are following Absalom.”
1414 David said to all of his servants who were with him

in Jerusalem, “Get up. We must flee or there will be no
escape from Absalom for us. Hurry up and leave, or he
will soon reach us and bring disaster upon us, striking
the city with the edge of the sword.”

1515 The king’s servants said to the king, “Whatever our
lord the king decides, we are your servants.”

1616 So the king left with his entire house after him, but
he left behind ten women, concubines, to watch over
the house. 1717 So the king left with all of the people af-
ter him, and they came to a stop at the furthest house.
1818 Now all his servants passed on beside him, all the
Kerethites, all the Pelethites, and all the Gittites, six
hundred men who had followed him from Gath,
passed on before the king.

1919 The king said to Ittai the Gittite, “Why are you also
going with us? Go back and dwell with the king, for
you are a foreigner and, moreover, exiled from your
own place. 2020 You came only yesterday. Shall I cause
you to go roaming around with us today? I am going
where I go. Go back, and take back your brothers with
you. Mercy and truth be with you.”

2121 Ittai answered the king and said, “As the LORD
lives and as lives my lord the king, only in the place
where my lord the king is, whether for death or for
life, there alone will your servant be.”

2222 So David said to Ittai, “Go on, pass by.” So Ittai the
Gittite passed by, along with all of his men and all of
the children and elderly who were with him.

2323 The whole land wept with a loud voice as all the
people passed by. Now the king was crossing over the
brook Kidron, and all of the people were crossing over
on the road to the wilderness.

2424 And also Zadok and all of the Levites with him
were carrying the ark of the covenant of God. They set
down the ark of God, and Abiathar came up until all of
the people had finished passing from the city.

2525 The king said to Zadok, “Take the ark of God back
to the city. If I have found favor in the eyes of the
LORD , He will bring me back and allow me to see both
it and its resting place. 2626 But if He should say now, ‘I
take no delight in you,’ here I am. May He do to me
what seems good to Him.”

2727 The king also said to Zadok the priest, “Are you not
a seer? Return to the city in peace with your two sons,
your son Ahimaaz and Jonathan the son of Abiathar.
2828 I will wait at the fords of the wilderness until word
from you comes to inform me.” 2929 So Zadok and Abi-
athar returned the ark of God to Jerusalem, and they
remained there.

3030 David went up the ascent of the Mount of Olives,
weeping as he went. His head was covered and he
went barefoot. Then all of the people who were with
him each covered his head and went up, weeping as
they went. 3131 Now it was reported to David that
Ahithophel was conspiring with Absalom, and David
said, “O LORD , make the advice of Ahithophel folly.”

3232 When David came to the summit where he would
worship God, Hushai the Arkite approached him with
his coat torn and dirt on his head. 3333 David said to him,
“If you pass on with me, you will be a burden to me.
3434 But if you return to the city, you may say to Absalom,
‘I am your servant, O king, as I was a servant of your
father. As I was then, so now I am your servant,’ so as
to counter the advice of Ahithophel. 3535 Will not Zadok
and Abiathar the priests be with you there? You shall
report everything that you hear from the king’s house
to Zadok and Abiathar the priests. 3636 Their two sons
Ahimaaz the son of Zadok and Jonathan the son of
Abiathar will be there with them. You shall send word
of everything that you hear to me by their hand.”

3737 So Hushai, the friend of David, came to the city as
Absalom entered Jerusalem.
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David and ZibaDavid and Ziba

When David had passed a little beyond the
summit, Ziba the servant of Mephibosheth met

him, with a couple of saddled donkeys carrying two
hundred loaves of bread, one hundred clusters of
raisins, one hundred summer fruits, and one skin of
wine.

22 The king said to Ziba, “Why do you have these
things?”

Ziba replied, “The donkeys are for the household of
the king to ride. The bread and the summer fruit are
for the servants to eat. The wine is for those who be-
come weary in the wilderness to drink.”

33 The king said, “And where is your master’s son?”
Ziba said to the king, “He is staying in Jerusalem, for

he said, ‘Today they will return to me the house of Is-
rael and my father’s kingdom.’”

44 Then David said to Ziba, “Everything that belonged
to Mephibosheth is now yours.”

Ziba replied, “I bow before you. May I find favor in
your sight, my lord the king.”

Shimei Curses DavidShimei Curses David
55 When King David came to Bahurim, a man of the

family of the house of Saul came out. His name was
Shimei son of Gera, and he came out continuously
cursing. 66 He threw stones at David and all of the ser-
vants of King David, as well as all of the people and all
of the warriors who were at his right and left. 77 Shimei
said when he cursed: “Come out! Come out! You
bloodthirsty man, you scoundrel! 88 The LORD has re-
turned upon you all the blood of the house of Saul, in
whose place you have reigned. And the LORD has giv-
en the kingdom into the hand of your son Absalom.
You are taken in your own evil, because you are a man
of blood.”

99 Then Abishai the son of Zeruiah said to the king,
“How can this dead dog curse my lord the king! Let me
go over and remove his head.”

1010 The king responded, “What do you have against
me, sons of Zeruiah? Suppose that he curses because
the LORD has said to him, ‘Curse David.’ Who shall
then say, ‘Why do you do so?’”

1111 David then said to Abishai and to all of his ser-
vants, “My son who came from my own body seeks my
life, and now also this Benjamite. Leave him alone and
let him curse if the LORD has so instructed him. 1212 Per-
haps today the LORD will look upon my guilt and re-
turn kindness instead of his cursing.”

1313 So David and his men continued on the road, and
Shimei went along on the hillside beside them, curs-
ing, throwing stones, and flinging dust at them as he
went. 1414 The king and all of the people who were with
him arrived at their destination exhausted, but he re-
freshed himself there.

The Advice of Ahithophel and HushaiThe Advice of Ahithophel and Hushai
1515 Now Absalom and all of the Israelite people en-

tered Jerusalem, and Ahithophel was with him.
1616 When Hushai the Arkite, the friend of David, came to
Absalom, Hushai said to Absalom, “Long live the king!
Long live the king!”

1717 Then Absalom said to Hushai, “Is this the extent of
your commitment to your friend? Why have you not
gone with your friend?”

1818 Hushai said to Absalom, “No! For whom the LORD ,
this people, and all men of Israel have chosen, his I
will be and with him I will remain. 1919 Furthermore,
whom shall I serve? Should it not be his son? As I
served your father, so shall I be with you.”

2020 Absalom said to Ahithophel, “Give your advice.
What shall we do?”

2121 Ahithophel said to Absalom, “Lie with your father’s
concubines, whom he left to watch over the palace.
When all Israel hears that you have made yourself ab-
horred by your father, then the hands of all who are
with you will be strong.” 2222 So they set up a tent for Ab-
salom on the roof, and Absalom went in to his father’s
concubines in the sight of all of Israel.

2323 In those days, the advice that Ahithophel gave was
as when one inquired a word from God. Such was all
of the advice of Ahithophel, whether that which he
gave to David or to Absalom.

Ahithophel also said to Absalom, “Let me
choose twelve thousand men so that I may arise

and pursue David tonight. 22 I will overtake him while
he is weary and weak and strike him with terror; all of
the people who are with him will flee. Then I will strike
only the king, 33 and I will return all of the people to
you. When all return except the man whom you are
seeking, all of the people will be at peace.” 44 The advice
pleased Absalom and all of the elders of Israel.

55 So Absalom said, “Summon Hushai the Arkite so
that we may hear what he has to say as well.” 66 When
Hushai came to Absalom, Absalom said to him, “This is
what Ahithophel had advised. Should we do this thing?
If not, you should tell us.”

77 Hushai said to Absalom, “At this time, the advice
that Ahithophel has given is not good.” 88 Moreover,
Hushai said, “You know that your father and his men
are warriors, and they have been provoked like a bear
robbed of her cubs. Your father is a veteran of war-
fare. He will not spend the night with the people.
99 Even now, he has hidden himself in a ravine or some
other place, and when one of them falls in the first at-
tack, whoever hears will say, ‘It was a defeat for the
people who follow Absalom.’ 1010 Then even the valiant
one, whose heart is like that of a lion, will completely
despair, for all of Israel knows that your father is a
warrior, and those who are with him are brave.

1111 “Therefore my advice is for all of Israel, from Dan
to Beersheba, to be completely gathered to you like
the multitude of the sand along the shoreline and for
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you to go to battle in person. 1212 We will come upon
him in one of the places where he may be found, and
we will fall upon him like the dew upon the ground.
Neither he nor any of the men who are with him will
remain, not a single one. 1313 If he withdraws into a city,
then all of Israel will bring ropes to that city. We will
raze it until it is a valley, until there cannot be found
there even a pebble.”

1414 Then Absalom and all of the men of Israel said,
“The advice of Hushai the Arkite is better than the ad-
vice of Ahithophel.” For the LORD had decided to un-
dermine the prudent advice of Ahithophel, so that the
LORD might bring calamity to Absalom.

Hushai WHushai Warns David to Escapearns David to Escape
1515 Then Hushai said to Zadok and Abiathar the

priests, “Ahithophel advised Absalom and the elders of
Israel to do one thing, but I advised them to do anoth-
er thing. 1616 Now quickly send someone to report to
David, ‘Do not spend the night at the fords of the
wilderness, but instead cross over. Otherwise, the king
and all of the people who are with him will be swal-
lowed up.’”

1717 Now Jonathan and Ahimaaz were waiting at En Ro-
gel. A servant girl would go report to them, and they
would go report to King David, because they could not
be seen entering the city. 1818 But a young man saw
them and reported this to Absalom. So the two of
them went quickly and came to the house of a man in
Bahurim. He had a well in his courtyard, and they went
down into it. 1919 The wife took a covering and spread it
over the opening of the well. Then she scattered grain
over it so that nothing could be discerned.

2020 The servants of Absalom came to the woman at
the house and said, “Where are Ahimaaz and
Jonathan?”

She said, “They crossed over the brook of water.”
When they searched, they could not find them. So they
returned to Jerusalem.

2121 After they left, they came up from the well, went,
and reported to King David. They said to David, “Arise
and quickly cross over the water because thus has
Ahithophel advised against you.” 2222 So David and all of
the people who were with him arose and crossed over
the Jordan. By daybreak, there was not one left who
had not crossed over the Jordan.

2323 When Ahithophel realized that his advice was not
followed, he saddled his donkey and returned to his
house in his own city. He gave instruction to his
household, then he hanged himself and died; he was
interred in the tomb of his father.

AbsalomAbsalom’’s Deaths Death
2424 David came to Mahanaim as Absalom crossed the

Jordan, he and every Israelite with him. 2525 Now Absa-
lom had placed Amasa over the army in the place of
Joab. Now Amasa was the son of a man named Jether

the Ishmaelite, who went in to Abigail the daughter of
Nahash and sister of Zeruiah, the mother of Joab. 2626 Is-
rael and Absalom camped in the land of Gilead.

2727 When David came to Mahanaim, Shobi the son of
Nahash from Rabbah of the Ammonites, Makir the son
of Ammiel from Lo Debar, and Barzillai the Gileadite
from Rogelim 2828 brought bedding, metal bowls, ceram-
ic vessels, wheat, barley, flour, roasted grain, beans,
lentils, 2929 honey, curds, sheep, and cheese from the
livestock for David and the people who were with him
to eat and use. For they said, “The people are hungry,
exhausted, and thirsting in the wilderness.”

David mustered the people who were with him,
and he set over them commanders of thou-

sands and commanders of hundreds. 22 Then David dis-
patched the people, one-third under the command of
Joab, one-third under the command of Abishai the son
of Zeruiah and brother of Joab, and one-third under
the command of Ittai the Gittite. Then David said to
the people, “I myself will go out with you.”

33 But the people said, “You should not go, for if we
retreat, they will not be concerned about us. Even if
half of us die, they will not be concerned about us. But
now you are worth ten thousand of us. Therefore, it
would be better to assist us from the city.”

44 The king said to them, “I will do what seems best to
you.”

So the king stood beside the gate while all of the
people went out by hundreds and thousands. 55 The
king commanded Joab, Abishai, and Ittai, “Deal gently
with the young man Absalom.” All of the people heard
the king instruct the commanders concerning Absa-
lom.

66 So the people went out toward Israel in the field,
but the fighting occurred in the forest of Ephraim.
77 The people of Israel were defeated there by the ser-
vants of David. That day the defeat was extensive,
twenty thousand men. 88 The fighting spread across the
land, and the people consumed by the forest were
more numerous than those consumed by the sword
that day.

99 Absalom was encountered by some of the servants
of David. Now Absalom was riding on his mule. When
the mule went under the branches of a very large tree,
his head was caught in the tree. He was left in midair
while the mule that was under him kept going.

1010 One man saw him and reported it to Joab, saying,
“I saw Absalom hanging in a tree.”

1111 Joab said to the man who was reporting to him,
“What? You saw him? Why did you not strike him on
the spot, sending him to the ground? I would have giv-
en you ten shekels †† of silver and a belt.”

1212 The man said to Joab, “Not even if I had felt the
weight of a thousand shekels †††† of silver in my hand
would I have laid a hand on the king’s son. In our
hearing the king commanded you, Abishai, and Ittai

† About 4 ounces, or 115 grams. †† About 25 pounds, or 12
kilograms.
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saying: Beware lest anyone touch the young man Ab-
salom! 1313 Otherwise, I would have worked falsehood
against my own life. For nothing is hidden from the
king, and you yourself would have set yourself against
me.”

1414 Then Joab said, “I will not waste any more time
with you.” He took three spears in his hand and thrust
them into the heart of Absalom while he was still alive
in the midst of the tree. 1515 Then ten young men, armor
bearers for Joab, gathered around and struck down
Absalom, killing him.

1616 When Joab blew the horn, the people returned
from pursuing Israel, for Joab held back the people.
1717 Then they took Absalom, disposed of him in a large
pit in the forest, and piled over him a very large heap
of stones. Then all Israel fled, everyone to his home.

1818 Now Absalom in his lifetime had taken and set up
for himself a memorial stone in the Valley of the King,
for he said, “I have no son by whom my name may be
remembered.” So he named the memorial stone after
himself; and to this day, it is called the monument of
Absalom.

David MournsDavid Mourns
1919 Then Ahimaaz the son of Zadok said, “Allow me to

run and bring the news to the king that the LORD has
delivered him from the hand of his enemies.”

2020 But Joab said to him, “You will not be a man who
bears news today; you may bear news another day.
Today you will not bear news because the king’s son is
dead.”

2121 Then Joab said to the Cushite, “Go, report to the
king what you have seen.” The Cushite bowed to Joab,
then ran off.

2222 Ahimaaz again said to Joab, “Whatever may hap-
pen, let me run also, after the Cushite.”

Then Joab said, “Why is it that you want to run, my
son? There is no messenger’s reward for you to ob-
tain.”

2323 “Whatever happens, I want to run.”
So he said to him, “Run.” So Ahimaaz ran by way of

the plain and passed the Cushite.
2424 Now David was sitting between the two gates

when the watchman went up to the roof of the gate,
to the city wall. He lifted his eyes and saw a man run-
ning by himself. 2525 The watchman called and told the
king.

The king said, “If he is alone, there is news in his
mouth.” And he came ever closer.

2626 Then the watchman saw another man running.
The watchman called to the gatekeeper and said,
“Look there is another man running alone.”

The king said, “He also is bringing news.”
2727 The watchman said, “I think that the running of

the first one is like the running of Ahimaaz.”
The king said, “He is a good man and comes with

good news.”

2828 Then Ahimaaz called to the king and said, “All is
well.” He bowed down to the ground before the king
and said, “Blessed be the LORD your God who has
handed over the men who raised their hand against
my lord the king.”

2929 The king said, “Is it well for the young man Absa-
lom?”

Ahimaaz said, “I saw a great commotion when Joab
sent the servant of the king, your servant, but I do not
know what it was.”

3030 The king said, “Step aside and stand here.” So he
stepped aside and stood in position.

3131 Then the Cushite came and said, “Good news for
my lord the king, for today the LORD has delivered you
from those who rose up against you.”

3232 The king said to the Cushite, “Is it well for the
young man Absalom?”

The Cushite said, “May the enemies of my lord the
king and all who would rise up against you to do harm
become as the young man is.”

3333 The king was deeply moved and went up to the up-
per chamber of the gate and wept. As he went he said,
“O my son Absalom, my son, my son Absalom! If only I
could have given my death in your stead, Absalom, my
son, my son!”

It was reported to Joab that the king was weep-
ing and mourning over Absalom. 22 The victory

that day was turned into mourning for all of the peo-
ple, for the people heard that day, “The king is griev-
ing for his son.” 33 So the people entered the city by
stealth that day, as a people who have been disgraced
steal away when they flee from battle. 44 The king cov-
ered his face and called with a loud voice, “My son Ab-
salom, my son, my son!”

55 Then Joab came to the king in his house and said,
“Today you have shamed the faces of all of your ser-
vants who saved your life today, as well as the lives of
your sons and daughters, the lives of your wives, and
the lives of your concubines, 66 by loving those who hat-
ed you and hating those who love you. You have
shown today that commanders and servants are noth-
ing to you. I know that if Absalom were alive instead
today and all of us were dead, then this would be right
in your eyes. 77 Now go out and speak reassuringly to
your servants, for I swear by the LORD that if you do
not go out, no man will stay with you this night, and
this will be worse for you than any calamity that has
come against you from your youth until now.”

88 So the king arose and took his seat in the gate, and
the people were all told, “The king is sitting in the
gate.” So all the people came before the king, but the
children of Israel had fled, each to his tent.

David Returns to JerusalemDavid Returns to Jerusalem
99 Now all of the people began to quarrel throughout

all of the tribes of Israel, saying, “The king delivered us
from the hand of our enemies, and he saved us from
the hand of the Philistines, but now he has fled from
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the land on account of Absalom. 1010 But Absalom,
whom we anointed over us, has died in battle. Now
why are you idle to bring back the king?”

1111 Then David sent word to Zadok and Abiathar the
priests, saying, “Speak to the elders of Israel, saying,
‘Why are you last to bring the king back to his house
when the word of all Israel has come to the king, to his
house? 1212 You are my brother. You are my bone and my
flesh. Why are you last to bring back the king?’ 1313 Say
to Amasa, ‘Are you not my bone and my flesh? May
God do to me, and more so, if you are not commander
of the army before me from now on in the place of
Joab.’”

1414 He swayed the heart of every man of Judah as
though they were one man, and they sent a message
to the king: “Return, you and all of your servants.”

1515 So the king returned and came as far as the Jor-
dan, and Judah came to Gilgal to meet the king and
bring the king across the Jordan. 1616 Shimei the son of
Gera, the Benjamite who was from Bahurim, hastened
to go down with the men of Judah to meet King David.
1717 With him were a thousand men from Benjamin. And
Ziba, the servant of the house of Saul, with his fifteen
sons and twenty servants, rushed down to the Jordan
before the king. 1818 They crossed the ford to bring the
household of the king across and to do what was
pleasing in his eyes.

Shimei the son of Gera fell before the king as he was
crossing the Jordan, 1919 and he said to the king, “Do not
regard me as guilty, my lord, or remember how your
servant went astray the day when my lord the king
went out from Jerusalem. May the king not take it to
heart. 2020 For your servant knows that I have sinned.
Therefore, I have come this day, first from all of the
house of Joseph, to go down to meet my lord the
king.”

2121 Abishai the son of Zeruiah answered, “Shall not
Shimei be put to death for this, because he cursed the
anointed of the LORD ?”

2222 David said, “What do you sons of Zeruiah have
against me that you should become an adversary to
me today? Should any man in Israel be put to death
today? For do I not know that today I am king over Is-
rael?” 2323 The king said to Shimei, “You will not die.” The
king gave him his oath.

2424 Then Mephibosheth the son of Saul went down to
meet the king. He had neither dressed his feet, nor
trimmed his mustache, nor washed his clothes from
the day the king left until the day he came back in
peace. 2525 When he came from Jerusalem to meet the
king, the king said to him, “Why did you not go with
me, Mephibosheth?”

2626 He said, “My lord, O king, my servant deceived me.
For your servant said, ‘I will saddle the mule for myself
in order to ride on it and go with the king,’ because
your servant is lame. 2727 But he has slandered your ser-
vant to my lord the king. Still my lord the king is as the
angel of God, so do what seems best to you. 2828 For all

my father’s house were but dead men before my lord
the king. Yet you set your servant among those who
eat at your table. What right do I have to cry out any
more to the king?”

2929 The king said to him, “Why do you still speak of
your affairs? I say that you and Ziba shall divide the
field.”

3030 Mephibosheth said to the king, “Let him even take
everything, since my lord the king has come safely to
his house.”

3131 Now Barzillai the Gileadite had come down from
Rogelim in order to see the king across the Jordan.
3232 Barzillai was very old, eighty years old. But he sus-
tained the king during his stay in Mahanaim, for he
was a very rich man. 3333 The king said to Barzillai, “Cross
over with me and I will sustain you with me in
Jerusalem.”

3434 Barzillai said to the king, “How many days are left
in my life that I should go up with the king to
Jerusalem? 3535 I am now eighty years old. Can I discern
what is pleasant from what is harmful? Can your ser-
vant taste what I eat and what I drink? Can I still hear
the voices of men and women who sing? Why, then,
should your servant be a burden to my lord the king?
3636 Your servant is merely crossing over the Jordan with
the king. Why should the king repay me with this re-
ward? 3737 Now allow your servant to return, that I may
die in my own city with the grave of my father and my
mother. But here is your servant Kimham. He will
cross over with my lord the king. Do for him what
seems best to you.”

3838 The king said, “Kimham will cross over with me,
and I will do for him what seems best to you. Whatev-
er you require of me, I will do for you.”

3939 All of the people crossed over the Jordan. And
when the king had crossed over, the king kissed Barzil-
lai and blessed him and he returned to his own place.

4040 The king passed on to Gilgal, and Kimham went on
with him; all of the people of Judah and half of the
people of Israel passed on with the king.

4141 Now all of the men of Israel were coming to the
king and said to the king, “Why have our brothers, the
men of Judah, stolen you away and brought the king
and his household across the Jordan, and all of the
men of David with him?”

4242 All of the men of Judah answered the men of Is-
rael, “Because the king is our close relative. Why are
you angry over this matter? Have we eaten at all at the
king’s expense? Has he given any gift to us?”

4343 And the men of Israel answered the men of Judah
and said, “We have ten shares in the king. Therefore
we also have more claim on David than you. Why then
did you treat us with contempt? Were we not the first
to advise bringing back our king?”

But the words of the men of Judah were harsher
than the words of the men of Israel.
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Sheba Rebels Against DavidSheba Rebels Against David

There happened to be a worthless man there
whose name was Sheba the son of Bikri, a Ben-

jamite. He sounded the trumpet and said,
“We have no share in David,
nor do we have an inheritance in the son of Jesse;

every man to his tents, O Israel.”
22 So every man of Israel withdrew from following

David and followed after Sheba the son of Bikri, but
the men of Judah stayed with their king, from the Jor-
dan as far as Jerusalem.

33 When the king came to his house in Jerusalem, he
took the ten women, the concubines whom he had left
to keep watch over the house, and he placed them in
custody. He provided for them but did not go in to
them. They were shut up until the day of their deaths,
living as in widowhood.

44 Then the king said to Amasa, “Summon for me the
men of Judah in three days, then present yourself
here.” 55 So Amasa went to summon Judah, but he de-
layed beyond the deadline determined for him.

66 So David said to Abishai, “Now Sheba the son of
Bikri will cause more harm for us than Absalom. You
take your lord’s servants and pursue after him. Other-
wise, he will find fortified cities and escape from our
sight.” 77 The men of Joab went out after him, along
with the Kerethites, the Pelethites, and all of the war-
riors; and they went out from Jerusalem to pursue af-
ter Sheba the son of Bikri.

88 When they were at the large stone which is in
Gibeon, Amasa came to meet them. Now Joab was
dressed in his battle armor, and fastened on it was a
belt with a sword in its sheath at the waist. As he went
forward, it fell out.

99 Joab said to Amasa, “Is it well with you, my broth-
er?” and he took Amasa by the beard with his right
hand to kiss him. 1010 Amasa was not on guard against
the sword in the hand of Joab, and he struck him in
the midsection spilling his entrails on the ground. He
died without being struck a second time. Then Joab
and Abishai his brother pursued after Sheba the son
of Bikri.

1111 Now one of the young men of Joab stood by him
and said, “Whoever favors Joab and whoever is for
David, let himlet him follow Joab.” 1212 Now Amasa was wallow-
ing in his own blood in the middle of the path. When
the man saw that all of the people stood still, he
moved Amasa from the path to the field and threw a
covering over him, when he observed that everyone
who passed by would stop. 1313 Once he removed him
from the path, all of the men passed by, following Joab
in pursuit of Sheba the son of Bikri.

1414 He passed through all of the tribes of Israel toward
Abel Beth Maakah, also passing by all of the Bikrites.
Once assembled, they also came after him. 1515 They
came and besieged him in Abel Beth Maakah. They
constructed a siege ramp against the city, standing it

against the rampart. As all of the people who were
with Joab were battering the city wall in order to bring
it down, 1616 a wise woman called from the city, “Listen!
Listen! Say to Joab, ‘Come closer so that I may speak
with you.’” 1717 When he came near, the woman said,
“Are you Joab?”

He said, “I am.”
She said to him, “Listen to the words of your ser-

vant,” and he said, “I’m listening.”
1818 She said, “In former times, they would say, ‘Let

them inquire carefully in Abel,’ and thus they would re-
solve an issue. 1919 I am a trustworthy and faithful one of
Israel. You are attempting to destroy a city, even a
mother, in Israel. Why do you swallow up the inheri-
tance of the LORD ?”

2020 Joab responded, “Far be it, far be it from me to
swallow up or destroy. 2121 That is not true. But a man
from the hill country of Ephraim, Sheba the son of
Bikri by name, has lifted his hand against King David.
Only deliver him, and I will depart from the city.”

And the woman said to Joab, “His head will be
thrown to you over the wall.”

2222 The woman, with her wisdom, came to all of the
people in the city, and they cut off the head of Sheba
the son of Bikri. When they threw it to Joab, he blew
the horn, and they dispersed from the city, each going
to his own tent. Joab returned to Jerusalem to the
king.

David’David’s Officialss Officials
2323 Now Joab was over the entire army of Israel. Bena-

iah the son of Jehoiada was over the Kerethites and
Pelethites. 2424 Adoniram was over conscripted labor. Je-
hoshaphat the son of Ahilud was secretary. 2525 Sheva
was scribe. Zadok and Abiathar were priests, 2626 and al-
so Ira the Jairite was priest to David.

David Avenges the GibeonitesDavid Avenges the Gibeonites

Now there was a famine in the days of David for
three years, year after year; and David called up-

on the LORD . The LORD said, “There is blood guilt up-
on Saul and upon his house because he put the
Gibeonites to death.”

22 So the king summoned the Gibeonites and spoke
to them. Now the Gibeonites were not from the chil-
dren of Israel. Instead they were a remnant of the
Amorites. Although the children of Israel had made a
pact with them, Saul attempted to destroy them in his
zeal for the people of Israel and Judah. 33 David said to
the Gibeonites, “What must I do for you, and with
what may I appease you that you may bless the inheri-
tance of the LORD ?”

44 The Gibeonites said to him, “We have no concern
for silver or gold from Saul or his household, nor is it
for us to put any man in Israel to death.”

He said to them, “What are you saying I should do
for you?”
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55 They said to the king, “Regarding the man who put
an end to us and planned to exterminate us from the
entire territory of Israel, 66 let seven of his male descen-
dants be handed over to us, and we will hang them
before the LORD at Gibeah of Saul, the chosen one of
the LORD .”

The king said, “I will hand them over.”
77 But the king spared Mephibosheth the son of

Jonathan, the son of Saul on account of the oath of the
LORD that was between them, between David and
Jonathan the son of Saul. 88 So the king took the two
sons of Rizpah the daughter of Aiah, Armoni and
Mephibosheth, whom she had born to Saul, and the
five sons of Michal the daughter of Saul, whom she
had born to Adriel the son of Barzillai the Meholathite.
99 He delivered them into the hands of the Gibeonites,
and they hanged them on the mountain before the
LORD ; the seven of them fell together. They were put
to death in the first days of harvest, in the beginning
of the barley harvest.

1010 Rizpah the daughter of Aiah took sackcloth and
spread it for herself on the rock, from the beginning of
the harvest until the rains poured on them from heav-
en. She did not allow the birds of the air to rest on
them by day nor the animals of the field by night.
1111 When it was reported to David that which Rizpah the
daughter of Aiah, the concubine of Saul, had done,
1212 David went and took the bones of Saul and the
bones of Jonathan his son from the men of Jabesh
Gilead who had secretly taken them from the plaza in
Beth Shan, where the Philistines had hung them the
day the Philistines struck down Saul on Gilboa. 1313 He
brought up the bones of Saul and the bones of
Jonathan his son from there, and they gathered the
bones of those who had been hanged.

1414 They interred the bones of Saul and Jonathan his
son in the land of Benjamin at Zela, in the tomb of
Kish, his father. They did everything that the king com-
manded. After that God was entreated regarding the
land.

WWars With the Philistinesars With the Philistines
1Ch 20:4–8

1515 Now once again there was a battle between the
Philistines and Israel. So David went down and his ser-
vants with him to fight the Philistines, and David grew
weary. 1616 Now Ishbi-Benob, who was among the de-
scendants of the giant and was girded with new
weaponry, had a spear weighing three hundred
bronze shekels and had said that he would strike
David down. 1717 But Abishai the son of Zeruiah came to
his aid. He struck down the Philistine and killed him.
Then the men of David made an oath with him, saying,
“You shall no longer come out with us to battle, so that
you do not extinguish the lamp of Israel.”

1818 Now afterwards there was again a battle with the
Philistines at Gob. Then Sibbekai the Hushathite struck

down Saph, who was among the descendants of the
giant.

1919 Once again, there was a battle with the Philistines
at Gob. On this occasion, Elhanan the son of Jaare-
Oregim the Bethlehemite struck down Goliath the Git-
tite, whose spear shaft was like a weaver’s beam.

2020 Once again, there was war at Gath. There was a
man of stature who had six fingers on each hand and
six toes on each foot, twenty-four in number. Now he
also was born to the giant. 2121 When he taunted Israel,
Jonathan the son of Shimeah, the brother of David,
struck him down.

2222 Now these four were born to the giant in Gath,
and they fell by the hand of David and by the hand of
his servants.

David’David’s Song of Delivers Song of Deliveranceance
Ps 18:1–50

Now on the day the LORD delivered him from
the hand of all of his enemies and from the

hand of Saul, David spoke to the LORD the words of
this song. 22 He said:
The LORD is my rock and my fortress and my deliver-

er;
33 the God of my strength, in whom I will trust;
my shield and the horn of my salvation,

my fortress and my sanctuary;
my Savior, You save me from violence.

44 I call upon the LORD , who is praiseworthy,
and I am saved from my enemies.

55 When the waves of death encompassed me,
the currents of destruction made me afraid.

66 The ropes of Sheol were wrapped around me;
the snares of death were opposite me.

77 In my distress I called on the LORD ,
and cried out to my God;

from His temple He heard my voice.
My cry rreachedeached His ears.

88 Then the earth quaked and trembled;
the foundations of the heavens rumbled and shook,
because He was angry.

99 Smoke rose from His nostrils,
devouring fire from His mouth;
coals blazed forth from Him.

1010 He bowed the heaven as He came down,
with thick darkness under His feet.

1111 He rode upon a cherub as He flew,
and appeared upon the wings of the wind.

1212 He made darkness canopies around Him,
dark waters and thick clouds of the skies.

1313 From the brightness before Him
embers of fire are kindled.

1414 The LORD thundered from heaven,
and the Most High uttered His voice.

1515 He sent out arrows and dispersed them;
withwith lightning He sent them into confusion.

1616 The channels of the sea appeared,
the foundations of the world were exposed
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with the rebuke of the LORD ,
from the blast of breath from His nostrils.

1717 He reached from on high and took me;
He drew me out of mighty waters.

1818 He rescued me from my strong enemy,
from those who hate me;
for they were stronger than I.

1919 They confronted me in the day of my disaster,
but the LORD was my support.

2020 He brought me to the open expanse;
He rescued me, for He delighted in me.

2121 The LORD did for me according to my righteous-
ness;

according to the cleanness of my hands He recom-
pensed me.

2222 For I have kept the ways of the LORD ,
and I have not become guilty against my God.

2323 For all His judgments are before me,
and I have not abandoned His statutes.

2424 I am blameless toward Him,
and I have kept myself from guilt.

2525 The LORD has recompensed me according to my
righteousness,

according to my cleanness in His sight.
2626 With the faithful You prove Yourself faithful;
with the blameless You prove Yourself blameless;

2727 with the pure You show Yourself pure;
but with the perverse You show Yourself shrewd.

2828 You deliver a humble people;
but Your eyes are upon the exalted to bring them

down.
2929 For You are my lamp, O LORD ;
the LORD illuminates my darkness.

3030 For by You I can run ooverver a channel;
by my God I can leap over a wall.

3131 As for God, His way is perfect;
the word of the LORD is proven;

He is a shield
for all who take refuge in Him.

3232 For who is God except the LORD ?
And who is a rock except our God?

3333 God is my strong fortress,
and He sets the blameless on His way.

3434 He makes my feet like hinds’ feetfeet ;
He sets me on my high places.

3535 He trains my hand for battle,
so that my arm may bend a bow of bronze.

3636 You have given me a shield of Your salvation,
and Your humility has made me great.

3737 You widen my stride under me,
and my feet do stagger.

3838 I pursued my enemies and destroyed them;
I did not turn back until they were consumed.

3939 I consumed them and shattered them so that they
did not rise;

they fell under my feet.
4040 You girded me with strength for the battle;

You subjugated under me those who rose up
against me.

4141 You caused my enemies to retreat from me;
I destroyed those who hated me.

4242 They looked, but there was no one to save them,
to the LORD , but He did not respond.

4343 I crushed them like the dust of the land,
like the mud of the streets, I ground them and

stamped them down.
4444 You have also delivered me from the strivings of

my people;
You have kept me as the head of the nations.

A people whom I have not known will serve me.
4545 Foreigners submit to me, cringing;
as soon as they hear, they obey me.

4646 Foreigners lose heart;
they gird themselves as they leave their fortresses.

4747 The LORD lives; blessed be my rock.
May the God of the rock of my salvation be exalted,

4848 the God who gave me retribution
and brought down peoples under me,
4949 who brought me out from my enemies.

You exalted me above those who rose up against me;
You delivered me from violent ones.

5050 Therefore, I praise You, O LORD , among the na-
tions;

I sing praises to Your name.
5151 He is a tower of salvation for His king,
and He acts faithfully toward His anointed,
toward David and his descendants forever.

David’David’s Last Ws Last Worordsds

Now these are the last words of David:
The oracle of David the son of Jesse,

the oracle of the man who was raised on high,
the anointed of the God of Jacob,
and the favorite psalmist of Israel:

22 The Spirit of the LORD spoke by me,
and His word was on my tongue.

33 The God of Israel said,
the Rock of Israel spoke to me:

He who rules over man justly,
who rules in the fear of God,

44 is like the light of the morning whenwhen the sun rises,
a morning with no clouds,

gleaming after the rain
likelike grass from the land.

55 Is not my house like this with God?
For He made an everlasting covenant with me,
ordered in all things and secure.

For this isthis is all my salvation and all mymy desire;
will He not make itit flourish?

66 But the worthless individual is like a thorn tossed
away, all of them,

for they cannot be taken with the hand.
77 But the man who touches them
must have an iron implementimplement and the shaft of a

spear,
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and they must be burned with fire on the spot.

David’David’s Mighty Ws Mighty Warriorsarriors
1Ch 11:10–41

88 These are the names of the warriors whom David
had:

Josheb-Basshebeth, a Tahkemonite, was head of the
three. †† He was also known as Adino the Eznite, on ac-
count of eight hundred slain on one occasion.

99 After him was Eleazar the son of Dodai the son of
Ahohi. He was among the three warriors with David
when they defied the Philistines who were gathered
together there to fight when the men of Israel with-
drew. 1010 He arose and attacked the Philistines until his
hand grew weary and stuck to the sword. The LORD
brought about a great victory that day, and the people
returned only to plunder.

1111 After him was Shammah the son of Agee the
Hararite. The Philistines had gathered into a troop,
where the plot of the field was full of lentils, and the
people fled before the Philistines. 1212 He took his stand
in the midst of the plot of land, defended it, and de-
feated the Philistines. The LORD brought about a great
victory.

1313 Then three †††† of the thirty chief men went down
and came to David at the cave of Adullam during the
harvest. Now the Philistine army was in the Valley of
Rephaim. 1414 At that time, David was in the stronghold
while the Philistine garrison was at Bethlehem.
1515 David said longingly, “O that someone would give
me a drink of water from the well in Bethlehem by the
gate!” 1616 The three warriors breached the Philistine
camp and drew up water from the well in Bethlehem
by the gate, and they brought it to David. However, he
was not willing to drink it, so he poured it out as a
drink offering to the LORD . 1717 He said, “Far be it from
me, O LORD , to drink this, the blood of the men who
risked their lives.” So he was not willing to drink it.

These things the three warriors did.
1818 Now Abishai, the brother of Joab and son of

Zeruiah, was chief of the thirty. ‡‡ He wielded his spear
against three hundred men and killed them, and won
a name beside the three. 1919 Was he more honored
than the three? He became their commander, but he
did not attain to the three.

2020 And Benaiah the son of Jehoiada was a valiant man
of Kabzeel, who had done great acts. He struck down
two sons of Ariel of Moab. He also went down and
killed a lion in the middle of a pit on a snowy day. 2121 He
struck down an Egyptian, an impressive man. Now the
Egyptian had a spear in his hand, but Benaiah went
down to him with a staff, seized the spear from the
Egyptian, and killed him with his own spear. 2222 These
things Benaiah the son of Jehoiada did and won for

† Or a captains, or thirtythirty.. †† Text reads a thirty,
but thrthreeee

‡ Or a another
three, Cf. 11:20.

himself a name alongside the three. 2323 He was more
honored than the thirty, but he did not attain to the
three. So David set him over his bodyguard.

2424 Among the thirty were
Asahel the brother of Joab,
Elhanan the son of Dodo of Bethlehem,
2525 Shammah the Harodite,
Elika the Harodite,
2626 Helez the Paltite,
Ira the son of Ikkesh the Tekoite,
2727 Abiezer the Anathothite,
Mebunnai the Hushathite,
2828 Zalmon the Ahohite,
Maharai the Netophathite,
2929 Heled the son of Baanah the Netophathite,
Ithai the son of Ribai from Gibeah of Benjamin,
3030 Benaiah the Pirathonite,
Hiddai from the brooks of Gaash,
3131 Abi-Albon the Arbathite,
Azmaveth the Barhumite,
3232 Eliahba the Shaalbonite,
of the sons of Jashen,
Jonathan,
3333 Shammah the Hararite,
Ahiam the son of Sharar the Hararite,
3434 Eliphelet the son of Ahasbai, the son of the
Maakathite,
Eliam the son of Ahithophel the Gilonite,
3535 Hezro the Carmelite,
Paarai the Arbite,
3636 Igal the son of Nathan from Zobah,
the son of Hagri,
3737 Zelek the Ammonite,
Naharai the Beerothite, the armor bearer of Joab
the son of Zeruiah,
3838 Ira the Ithrite,
Gareb the Ithrite,
3939 and Uriah the Hittite.
There were thirty-seven in all.

David’David’s Census of Isrs Census of Israel and Judahael and Judah
1Ch 21:1–17

Again the LORD became angry against Israel,
and He incited David against them, saying, “Go

and count the people of Israel and Judah.”
22 The king said to Joab the commander of the army

who was with him, “Go throughout all of the tribes of
Israel, from Dan to Beersheba, and muster the people
so that I may know the number of the people.”

33 Joab said to the king, “May the LORD your God add
to the people however many they are one hundred
times over in the sight of my lord the king. But why
does my lord the king so desire this thing?”

44 However, the king’s word prevailed against Joab
and the commanders of the army. So Joab and the
commanders of the army went out from before the
king to register the people of Israel.

2 SAMUEL 23:8 243 2 SAMUEL 24:4



55 They crossed the Jordan and camped at Aroer,
south of the city, in the middle of the ravine of Gad to-
ward Jazer. 66 They went toward Gilead to the land of
Tahtim Hodshi. Then they went toward Dan Jaan and
around to Sidon. 77 They went to the fortress of Tyre
and all of the towns of the Hivites and Canaanites.
They went to the Negev and Beersheba.

88 They went throughout the entire land, and after
nine months and twenty days, they came to Jerusalem.

99 Joab gave the count of the census of the people to
the king. There were eight hundred thousand capable
men who could draw a sword in Israel, and the men of
Judah were five hundred thousand.

Judgment for David’Judgment for David’s Sins Sin
1010 Now the heart of David struck him after he had

counted the people. David said to the LORD , “I have
sinned greatly by what I have done. Now may the
LORD take away the iniquity of your servant, for I have
behaved very foolishly.”

1111 When David arose in the morning, the word of the
LORD came to the prophet Gad, the seer for David,
saying, 1212 “Go and speak to David: Thus says the LORD
: Three options I am laying before you. Choose for
yourself one of them, and I will do this to you.”

1313 So Gad came to David and told him. He said to
him, “Shall seven years of famine come to you in your
land? Or shall you flee three months before your ene-
mies while they pursue you? Or shall there be three
days of plague in your land? Now consider and advise
what answer I shall return to Him who sent me.”

1414 David said to Gad, “I am very distressed. Let us fall
by the hand of the LORD , for His mercy is great. May I
not fall by the hand of man.”

1515 So the LORD sent a plague upon Israel from the
morning until the appointed time. Seventy thousand
men from the people died, from Dan to Beersheba.
1616 When the angel stretched out his hand toward
Jerusalem to destroy it, the LORD relented from the
calamity. He said to the angel who was annihilating
the people, “Enough! Now stay your hand.” The angel

of the LORD was at the threshing floor of Araunah the
Jebusite.

1717 On seeing the angel who was striking down the
people, David said to the LORD , “I am the one who
has sinned and I am the one who has done wrong.
These sheep, what have they done? Please, let your
hand be against me and against the house of my fa-
ther.”

David Builds an AltarDavid Builds an Altar
1Ch 21:18–26

1818 Gad came to David that day and said to him, “Go
up and erect an altar to the LORD on the threshing
floor of Araunah the Jebusite.” 1919 So David went up ac-
cording to the word of Gad, as the LORD commanded.
2020 When Araunah looked and saw the king and his ser-
vants coming toward him, he went out and bowed low
to the king with his face on the ground.

2121 Araunah said, “Why has my lord the king come to
his servant?”

David replied, “To purchase the threshing floor from
you in order to build an altar to the LORD , so that the
plague may be averted from the people.”

2222 Araunah said to David, “Let my lord the king take
and offer up what seems good to him. Here are the
oxen for the burnt offering and the threshing sledges
and yokes of the oxen for wood. 2323 Everything, O king,
Araunah gives to the king.” Araunah also said to the
king, “May the LORD your God be favorable toward
you.”

2424 However, the king said to Araunah, “No, for I will
certainly purchase from you for a fair price. I will not
offer up to the LORD burnt offerings that cost me
nothing.”

So David purchased the threshing floor and the oxen
for fifty shekels †† of silver. 2525 David built an altar to the
LORD there and offered burnt offerings and peace of-
ferings. Then the land pleaded with the LORD , and
the plague was averted from Israel.

† About 1.25 pounds, or 575 grams.
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1 KINGS1 KINGS
The first book of Kings was likely written between 560 and 540 BC during the exile. It is the sequel to First and
Second Samuel. The setting is the ancient kingdom of Israel and Judah. Originally, both First Kings and Second
Kings were one book. Jewish tradition credits the prophet Jeremiah as the author. The theme of this book is the
kingdom united and divided. The splendor and wisdom of Solomon’s reign are described in detail. Other events
include the building of the temple, Elijah’s ministry, and the reigns of northern and southern kings and their
deeds. Some material in the books of Kings overlaps with the books of the Chronicles.

Adonijah Seeks KingshipAdonijah Seeks Kingship

Now King David was old and advanced in years,
and they covered him with clothes, but he could

not get warm. 22 Therefore his servants said to him,
“Let a young virgin be found for my lord the king, and
let her stand before the king and care for him, and let
her lie by your side so that my lord the king may keep
warm.”

33 So they searched for a beautiful young woman
throughout the land of Israel and found Abishag, a
Shunammite, and brought her to the king. 44 She was
very beautiful and cared for the king and ministered to
him, but the king did not know her intimately.

55 Then Adonijah the son of Haggith exalted himself,
saying, “I will be king,” and he assembled chariots and
horsemen and fifty men to run before him. 66 His father
had not confronted him at any time by asking, “Why
have you done this?” He also was a very attractive
man, and he was born next after Absalom.

77 He conferred with Joab the son of Zeruiah and with
Abiathar the priest, and they agreed to help him. 88 But
Zadok the priest and Benaiah the son of Jehoiada and
Nathan the prophet and Shimei and Rei and David’s
mighty men did not join Adonijah.

99 Adonijah slaughtered sheep and oxen and fat cattle
by the Stone of Zoheleth, which is by En Rogel, and in-
vited all his brothers, the king’s sons, and all the men
of Judah, the king’s servants. 1010 But he did not invite
Nathan the prophet, Benaiah, the mighty men, or his
brother Solomon.

1111 Therefore Nathan spoke to Bathsheba the mother
of Solomon, saying, “Have you not heard that Adonijah
the son of Haggith reigns and David our lord does not
know itit ? 1212 Now please come and let me give you
some advice, so that you may save your own life as
well as that of your son Solomon. 1313 Go to King David
and say to him, ‘Did not you, my lord, O king, swear to
your handmaid, saying: Assuredly Solomon your son
shall reign after me, and he shall sit upon my throne?
Why then does Adonijah reign?’ 1414 Then while you are

still there talking with the king, I will come in and con-
firm your words.”

1515 So Bathsheba went to the king’s chamber. Now the
king was very old, and Abishag the Shunammite minis-
tered to him. 1616 Bathsheba bowed and prostrated her-
self before the king.

And the king said, “What do you want?”
1717 And she said to him, “My lord, you swore by the

LORD your God to your handmaid, saying: Assuredly
Solomon your son shall reign after me, and he shall sit
upon my throne. 1818 But Adonijah reigns, and now, my
lord, O king, you are unaware. 1919 He has slain oxen and
fat cattle and sheep in abundance and has invited all
the sons of the king and Abiathar the priest and Joab
the commander of the army, but he has not invited
your servant Solomon. 2020 And you, my lord, O king, all
the eyes of Israel are upon you that you should tell
them who shall sit on the throne of my lord the king
after him. 2121 Otherwise it shall be that when my lord
the king sleeps with his fathers, I and my son Solomon
shall be considered offenders.”

2222 While she was still talking with the king, Nathan
the prophet also came in. 2323 The king was told,
“Nathan the prophet is here,” and when he entered
the king’s presence, he bowed himself before the king
with his face to the ground.

2424 Nathan said, “My lord, O king, have you said,
‘Adonijah shall reign after me, and he shall sit upon my
throne’? 2525 For he has gone down this day and has
slain oxen, fat cattle, and sheep in abundance and has
invited all the king’s sons, the commanders of the
guard, and Abiathar the priest, and they eat and drink
with him, saying, ‘God save King Adonijah!’ 2626 But he
has not invited me, your servant, or Zadok the priest
or Benaiah the son of Jehoiada or your servant
Solomon. 2727 Is this thing done by my lord the king, and
you have not let your servants know who should sit on
the throne of my lord the king after him?”
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Solomon Becomes KingSolomon Becomes King
1Ch 29:21–25

2828 Then King David answered and said, “Call Bathshe-
ba to me.” And she came into the king’s presence and
stood before the king.

2929 The king vowed, “As the LORD lives, who has re-
deemed my soul out of all distress, 3030 even as I swore
to you by the LORD God of Israel, saying, ‘Assuredly
Solomon your son shall reign after me, and he shall sit
upon my throne in my stead,’ even so will I certainly
do this day.”

3131 Then Bathsheba bowed with her face to the
ground in reverence to the king and said, “Let my lord
King David live forever.”

3232 King David said, “Call Zadok the priest, Nathan the
prophet, and Benaiah the son of Jehoiada for me.” So
they came before the king. 3333 And the king said to
them, “Take with you the servants of your lord, and
cause Solomon my son to ride upon my own mule,
and bring him down to Gihon. 3434 And let Zadok the
priest and Nathan the prophet there anoint him king
over Israel, and blow the trumpet and say, ‘God save
King Solomon!’ 3535 Then you shall come up after him.
And he shall come and sit on my throne, for he will be
king in my place as I have appointed him to be ruler
over Israel and over Judah.”

3636 Benaiah the son of Jehoiada answered the king
and said, “Amen! May the LORD , the God of my lord
the king, also say so! 3737 As the LORD has been with my
lord the king, may He also be with Solomon and make
his throne greater than the throne of my lord King
David.”

3838 So Zadok the priest, Nathan the prophet, Benaiah
the son of Jehoiada, and the Kerethites and the
Pelethites went down and had Solomon ride on King
David’s mule and brought him to Gihon. 3939 Zadok the
priest took a horn of oil out of the tabernacle and
anointed Solomon. Then they blew the trumpet, and
all the people said, “God save King Solomon!” 4040 All the
people came up to see him and played flutes and
greatly rejoiced, so that the earth shook at the sound.

4141 Adonijah and all the guests that were with him
heard the commotion as they were finishing their
meal, and when Joab heard the sound of the trumpet,
he said, “Why is the city so loud and in an uproar?”

4242 While he was speaking, Jonathan the son of Abi-
athar the priest came. Adonijah said to him, “Come in,
for you are a valiant man and bring good tidings.”

4343 Jonathan answered Adonijah, saying, “Surely our
lord King David has made Solomon king. 4444 The king
has sent with him Zadok the priest, Nathan the
prophet, Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, and the
Kerethites, and the Pelethites. And they had him ride
on the king’s mule. 4545 And Zadok the priest and Nathan
the prophet have anointed him king in Gihon, and
they have come up from their rejoicing, so that the city
is in an uproar. This is the noise that you heard. 4646 Also

Solomon sits on the throne of the kingdom. 4747 More-
over, the king’s servants came to bless our lord King
David, saying, ‘May God make the name of Solomon
better than your name and make his throne greater
than your throne.’ And the king bowed himself upon
the bed. 4848 The king also said, ‘Blessed be the LORD
God of Israel, who has given one to sit on my throne
this day so that I could see with my own eyes.’”

4949 All the guests that were with Adonijah were afraid
and rose up and went on their way. 5050 Adonijah feared
Solomon. So he got up and went to the altar and held
on to its horns. 5151 Then Solomon was told, “Adonijah
fears King Solomon, for he has caught hold of the
horns on the altar, saying ‘Let King Solomon swear to
me today that he will not slay his servant with the
sword.’”

5252 And Solomon said, “If he will show himself a wor-
thy man, not one of his hairs will fall to the ground,
but if wickedness is found in him, he shall die.” 5353 So
King Solomon sent for him, and they brought him
down from the altar, and he came and bowed himself
to King Solomon. And Solomon said to him, “Go to
your house.”

David’David’s Chars Charge to Solomonge to Solomon
1Ch 29:26–28

Now it was coming close to the day of David’s
death, and he gave his son Solomon a charge,

saying:
22 “I am going the way of all the earth. Be strong, and

show yourself to be a man. 33 And keep the charge of
the LORD your God, walking in His ways, keeping His
statutes, His commandments, His judgments, and His
testimonies, as it is written in the Law of Moses, that
you may prosper in all that you do and wherever you
turn, 44 that the LORD may carry out His word that He
spoke concerning me, saying, ‘If your children take
heed to their way, to walk before Me in faithfulness
with all their hearts and with all their souls, you shall
not fail to have a man on the throne of Israel.’

55 “Moreover, you know also what Joab the son of
Zeruiah did to me, what he did to the two comman-
ders of the army of Israel, to Abner the son of Ner and
to Amasa the son of Jether, whom he killed, shedding
the blood of war in a time of peace. He spilled their
blood on the belt that was around his waist and on the
shoes of his feet. 66 Do the right thing according to
your wisdom, and do not let his gray head go down to
the grave in peace.

77 “But show kindness to the sons of Barzillai the
Gileadite, and let them eat at your table, for with such
loyalty they supported me when I fled from your
brother Absalom.

88 “There is also with you Shimei the son of Gera, a
Benjamite from Bahurim, who cursed me with a griev-
ous curse in the day when I went to Mahanaim. But
when he came down to meet me at the Jordan, I swore
to him by the LORD , saying, ‘I will not put you to death
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with the sword.’ 99 Now therefore do not hold him guilt-
less, for you are a wise man and know what you ought
to do to him. Bring his gray head down to the grave
with blood.”

1010 So David slept with his fathers and was buried in
the City of David.

1111 David reigned over Israel forty years. He reigned
seven years in Hebron and thirty-three years in
Jerusalem. 1212 So Solomon sat upon the throne of his fa-
ther David, and his kingdom was firmly established.

The ThrThe Throne of Solomon Establishedone of Solomon Established
1313 Then Adonijah the son of Haggith came to

Bathsheba the mother of Solomon. And she said, “Do
you come in peace?”

And he said, “ I comeI come peaceably.” 1414 Then he said, “I
have something to say to you.”

And she said, “Speak.”
1515 He said, “You know that the kingdom was mine

and that all Israel viewed me as the king. However, the
kingdom has become my brother’s, for it was given to
him by the LORD . 1616 And now I ask one petition of you;
do not deny me.”

She said to him, “Keep speaking.”
1717 And he said, “Please speak to Solomon the king,

for he will not refuse you, that he may give me
Abishag the Shunammite as a wife.”

1818 Bathsheba said, “Very well, I will speak to the king
on your behalf.”

1919 So Bathsheba went to King Solomon to speak to
him on behalf of Adonijah. The king rose up to meet
her and bowed to her. Then he sat down on his throne
and had a seat placed at his right hand for her to sit
upon.

2020 Then she said, “I desire one small petition of you.
Please do not deny me.”

And the king said to her, “Ask, my mother, for I will
not refuse you.”

2121 She said, “Let Abishag the Shunammite be given as
a wife to Adonijah your brother.”

2222 King Solomon answered his mother, “Now why do
you ask Abishag the Shunammite for Adonijah? Ask
for him the kingdom also, for he is my elder brother.
Ask not only for him, but also for Abiathar the priest,
and for Joab the son of Zeruiah.”

2323 Then King Solomon swore by the LORD , saying,
“May God do so to me and more also if this word does
not cost Adonijah his life. 2424 Now therefore as the
LORD lives, who has established me and set me on the
throne of David my father and who has made me a
house as He promised, Adonijah shall be put to death
this day.” 2525 So King Solomon dispatched Benaiah the
son of Jehoiada, and he executed him.

2626 The king said to Abiathar the priest, “Go to
Anathoth, to your own fields, for you are worthy of
death. But I will not at this time put you to death, be-
cause you bore the ark of the Lord GOD before David
my father and because you shared in all the hardships

my father endured.” 2727 So Solomon expelled Abiathar
from being priest to the LORD , thus fulfilling the word
of the LORD that He had spoken concerning the house
of Eli in Shiloh.

2828 Then word came to Joab, for Joab had followed
Adonijah, though he did not support Absalom. And
Joab fled to the tabernacle of the LORD and caught
hold of the horns of the altar. 2929 King Solomon was told
that Joab had fled to the tabernacle of the LORD and
was by the altar. Then Solomon sent Benaiah the son
of Jehoiada, saying, “Go and execute him.”

3030 So Benaiah came to the tabernacle of the LORD
and said to him, “Thus says the king, ‘Come forth.’”

And he said, “No, I will die here.”
And Benaiah told the king all Joab said.
3131 The king said to him, “Do as he has said, strike him

down and bury him, and thus take away from me and
my father’s house the guilt for the blood Joab shed
without cause. 3232 The LORD shall return his blood upon
his own head, for he attacked two men more right-
eous and better than he—Abner the son of Ner, com-
mander of the army of Israel, and Amasa the son of
Jether, commander of the army of Judah—and killed
them with the sword when my father David was un-
aware. 3333 Therefore their blood shall return upon the
head of Joab and upon the head of his seed forever,
but upon David and upon his seed and upon his house
and upon his throne shall the peace of the LORD rest
forever.”

3434 So Benaiah the son of Jehoiada went up and at-
tacked and killed him, and he was buried in his own
house in the wilderness. 3535 The king put Benaiah the
son of Jehoiada over the army in place of Joab and put
Zadok the priest in the place of Abiathar.

3636 The king sent and called for Shimei and said to
him, “Build a house for yourself in Jerusalem, and
dwell there, and never leave the city. 3737 For on the day
you go out and pass over the Kidron Valley, know for
certain that you will surely die. Your blood shall be on
your own head.”

3838 Shimei said to the king, “What you say is good. As
my lord the king has said, so will your servant do.” And
Shimei lived in Jerusalem many days.

3939 It came about that at the end of three years, two
servants of Shimei ran away to Achish son of Maakah
king of Gath. And they told Shimei, saying, “Your ser-
vants are in Gath.” 4040 Shimei arose, saddled his donkey,
and went to Gath to Achish to look for his servants.
And Shimei went and brought his servants from Gath.

4141 Solomon was told that Shimei had gone from
Jerusalem to Gath and had returned. 4242 The king sent
and called for Shimei and said to him, “Did I not make
you swear by the LORD and warned you, saying, ‘Know
for certain that on the day you go out and walk abroad
anywhere, you shall surely die’? And you said to me,
‘What you say is good; I will obey.’ 4343 Why then have
you not kept the oath of the LORD and the command-
ment that I gave you?”
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44

4444 The king also said to Shimei, “You know all the
wickedness in your heart and what you did to David
my father. Therefore the LORD shall return your
wickedness on your own head. 4545 But King Solomon
shall be blessed, and the throne of David shall be es-
tablished before the LORD forever.”

4646 So the king commanded Benaiah the son of Jehoia-
da, who went out and attacked him so that he died.

And the kingdom was established in the hand of
Solomon.

Solomon Asks for WisdomSolomon Asks for Wisdom
2Ch 1:2–13

Solomon made a treaty with Pharaoh king of
Egypt. He married Pharaoh’s daughter and

brought her to the City of David until he finished build-
ing his palace, the house of the LORD , and the wall
around Jerusalem. 22 The people were sacrificing at the
high places, because no house had yet been built for
the name of the LORD . 33 Solomon loved the LORD ,
walking in the statutes of his father David, though he
sacrificed and burned incense at the high places.

44 The king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there, for that
was the great high place, and he offered a thousand
burnt offerings on that altar. 55 While he was in Gibeon,
the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream at night,
and He said, “Ask what you want from Me.”

66 Solomon answered, “You have shown great mercy
to your servant David my father, because he walked
before You in faithfulness, righteousness, and upright-
ness of heart toward You. And You have shown him
great kindness in giving him a son to sit on his throne
this day.

77 “Now, O LORD , my God, You have made Your ser-
vant king in place of my father David, and I am still a
little child and do not know how to go out or come in.
88 And Your servant is in the midst of Your people
whom You have chosen, a great people, so numerous
that they cannot be numbered or counted. 99 Give Your
servant therefore an understanding heart to judge
Your people, that I may discern between good and
bad, for who is able to judge among so great a peo-
ple?”

1010 It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this.
1111 God said to him, “Because you have asked this and
have not asked for yourself long life or riches or the
lives of your enemies, but have asked for yourself wis-
dom so that you may have discernment in judging, 1212 I
now do according to your words. I have given you a
wise and an understanding heart, so that there has
never been anyone like you in the past, and there shall
never arise another like you. 1313 I have also given you
what you have not asked, both riches and honor, so
that no kings will compare to you all of your days. 1414 If
you will walk in My ways, keeping My statutes and My
commandments as your father David did, then I will
lengthen your days.” 1515 Solomon awoke and found it
was a dream.

Then he came to Jerusalem and stood before the ark
of the covenant of the LORD and offered up burnt of-
ferings and peace offerings and made a feast for all of
his servants.

The Wisdom of SolomonThe Wisdom of Solomon
1616 At that time, two women who were prostitutes

came and stood before the king. 1717 The first woman
said, “O my lord, this woman and I live in the same
house, and I bore a child with her in the house.
1818 Three days after I gave birth, she also had a child,
and we were together. There was no one else with us
in the house, only the two of us were in the house.

1919 “Then this woman’s child died during the night be-
cause she rolled over on it. 2020 She got up at midnight
and took my son from beside me while your servant
slept and laid him at her bosom and laid her dead
child at my bosom. 2121 When I rose in the morning to
feed my child, it was dead. But when I looked closely
in the morning lightlight , I recognized that it was not my
son whom I bore.”

2222 The other woman said, “No, the living is my son,
and the dead is your son.”

And she said, “No, the dead is your son, and the liv-
ing is my son.” Thus they spoke before the king.

2323 Then the king said, “One says, ‘This is my son who
lives, and your son is the dead,’ and the other says,
‘No, but your son is dead, and my son is the living.’”

2424 So the king said, “Bring me a sword.” And they
brought a sword before the king. 2525 The king said, “Di-
vide the living child in two, and give half to the one
and half to the other.”

2626 Then the woman whose child was the living one
spoke to the king, for she yearned with compassion
for her son, and she said, “O my lord, give her the liv-
ing child, and do not kill it.”

But the other said, “Let it be neither mine nor yours
and divide it.”

2727 Then the king answered and said, “Give her the liv-
ing child, and do not slay it. She is its mother.”

2828 All Israel heard of the king’s judgment, and they
feared the king, for they saw that the wisdom of God
was in him, to execute sound judgment.

The Court of SolomonThe Court of Solomon

So King Solomon was king over all Israel. 22 These
were the officials in his court:

Azariah the son of Zadok was the priest.
33 Elihoreph and Ahijah, the sons of Shisha, were
secretaries.
Jehoshaphat the son of Ahilud was the recorder;
44 Benaiah the son of Jehoiada was over the army.
Zadok and Abiathar were priests.
55 Azariah the son of Nathan was over the officers,
and Zabud the son of Nathan was principal officer
and the king’s friend.
66 Ahishar was over the household,

1 KINGS 2:44 248 1 KINGS 4:6



55

and Adoniram the son of Abda was over the forced
labor.

77 Solomon had twelve officers over all Israel who
made provision for the king and his household. Each
man was assigned a month to make provision. 88 These
are their names:

the son of Hur in Mount Ephraim;
99 the son of Deker in Makaz and in Shaalbim and
Beth Shemesh and Elon Bethhanan;
1010 the son of Hesed in Arubboth (to him belonged
Sokoh and all the land of Hepher);
1111 the son of Abinadab in all the region of Dor (he
had Taphath the daughter of Solomon as his wife);
1212 Baana the son of Ahilud in Taanach, Megiddo,
and all Beth Shan that is by Zarethan beneath
Jezreel, and from Beth Shan to Abel Meholah as far
as the other side of Jokmeam;
1313 the son of Geber in Ramoth Gilead (to him per-
tained the towns of Jair the son of Manasseh which
are in Gilead, and also the region of Argob which is
in Bashan, sixty great cities with walls and iron
bars);
1414 Ahinadab the son of Iddo in Mahanaim;
1515 Ahimaaz in Naphtali (he had taken Basemath the
daughter of Solomon as his wife);
1616 Baana the son of Hushai in Asher and in Aloth;
1717 Jehoshaphat the son of Paruah in Issachar;
1818 Shimei the son of Ela in Benjamin;
1919 Geber the son of Uri in the country of Gilead, the
country of Sihon king of the Amorites and of Og
king of Bashan. He was the only officer who was in
that region.

The WThe Wealth of Solomonealth of Solomon
2020 Judah and Israel had a large populace, as numer-

ous as the sand by the sea. They ate and drank and
were happy. 2121 Solomon reigned over all kingdoms
from the River †† to the land of the Philistines and to
the border of Egypt. The people brought presents and
served Solomon all the days of his life.

2222 Solomon’s provision for one day was thirty kors ††††

of fine flour and sixty kors ‡‡ of meal, 2323 ten fat oxen
and twenty pasture-fed cattle, a hundred sheep in ad-
dition to deer, roebucks, gazelle, and fatted poultry.
2424 For he had dominion over all the region on this side
of the River ‡†‡† from Tiphsah to Gaza, over all the kings
on this side of the River, ‡‡‡‡ and he had peace on all
borders of his land. 2525 Judah and Israel lived safely,
every man under his vine and under his fig tree, from
Dan to Beersheba all the days of Solomon.

2626 Solomon had forty thousand stalls of horses for
his chariots and twelve thousand horsemen.

2727 Those officers made provision for King Solomon
and for all who came to King Solomon’s table, every
man in his month, and they lacked nothing. 2828 Barley

† Euphrates River. †† Likely about 51/2 tons, or 5 metric tons.
‡ Likely about 11 tons, or 10 metric tons. ‡† Euphrates River.
‡‡ Euphrates River.

also and straw for the horses and dromedaries were
brought to the place where the officers were, every
man according to his charge.

2929 God gave Solomon wisdom and great depth of un-
derstanding as well as compassion, as vast as the
sand on the seashore. 3030 Solomon’s wisdom excelled
the wisdom of all the people of the East country and
all the wisdom of Egypt. 3131 For he was wiser than all
other men, wiser than Ethan the Ezrahite, Heman,
Kalkol, and Darda, the sons of Mahol; his fame spread
throughout all the surrounding nations. 3232 He spoke
three thousand proverbs, and his songs numbered a
thousand and five. 3333 He spoke of trees, from the cedar
tree that is in Lebanon to the hyssop that springs out
of the wall. He also spoke of beasts and of fowl and of
insects and fish. 3434 People from all over came to hear
the wisdom of Solomon, from all kings of the earth,
who had heard of his wisdom.

Plans to Build the TPlans to Build the Templeemple
2Ch 2:1–18

Now Hiram king of Tyre sent his servants to
Solomon, for he had heard that they had anoint-

ed him king in place of his father, and Hiram had al-
ways loved David. 22 And Solomon sent worwordd to Hiram,
saying,

33 “You know how David my father was unable to
build a house for the name of the LORD his God be-
cause of the wars all around him, until the LORD put
his enemies under his feet. 44 But now the LORD my
God has given me peace on every side, so that there is
neither adversary nor misfortune. 55 So know that I
plan to build a house to honor the name of the LORD
my God, just as the LORD spoke to my father David,
saying, ‘Your son, whom I will set on your throne after
you, shall build a house to honor My name.’

66 “Now therefore command that cedar trees from
Lebanon be cut down for me, and my servants shall be
with your servants, and I will pay your servants what-
ever you command, for you know that there are none
among my people who can cut timber like the Sido-
nians.”

77 When Hiram heard the words of Solomon, he re-
joiced greatly and said, “Blessed be the LORD this day,
who has given David a wise son over this great peo-
ple.”

88 Hiram sent to Solomon, saying,
“I have considered the things which you contacted

me about, and I will do all you asked concerning tim-
ber of cedar and fir. 99 My servants shall bring them
down from Lebanon to the sea, and I will send them
by sea in floats to the place that you shall name and
will cause them to be discharged into your care there,
and in return you will meet my wishes by giving food
for my household.”

1010 So Hiram gave Solomon cedar trees and fir trees
as he desired. 1111 Solomon gave Hiram twenty thou-
sand kors ‡‡†‡‡† of wheat for his household and twenty
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baths †† of pure oil. This is what Solomon gave to Hiram
each year. 1212 The LORD gave Solomon wisdom, as He
promised, and there was peace between Hiram and
Solomon as they made a treaty together.

1313 King Solomon drafted men from all Israel, totaling
thirty thousand men. 1414 He sent them to Lebanon in
turns, ten thousand a month, with each spending a
month in Lebanon and two months at home.
Adoniram administered the labor force. 1515 Solomon
had seventy thousand porters and eighty thousand
stonecutters in the mountains, 1616 not counting the
chief of Solomon’s officers who were over the work,
three thousand three hundred, who ruled over the
people who did the work. 1717 At the king’s command,
they quarried out great, costly stones in order to lay
the foundation of the house with dressed stones.
1818 Solomon’s builders and Hiram’s builders, along with
the stonemasons, cut them and prepared timber and
stones to build the house.

Solomon Builds the TSolomon Builds the Templeemple
2Ch 3:1–14

In the four hundred and eightieth year after the
children of Israel came out of the land of Egypt, in

the fourth year of Solomon’s reign over Israel, in the
month Ziv (which is the second month), he began to
build the house of the LORD .

22 The house which King Solomon built for the LORD
had a length of sixty cubits, a width of twenty cubits,
and a height of thirty cubits. ††††33 The porch in front of
the temple was twenty cubits ‡‡ in length, the same as
the width of the house, and ten cubits ‡†‡† deep in front
of the house. 44 He made beveled windows for the
house. 55 He also built a structure against the wall of
the house, running around the walls of the house,
both of the temple and of the inner sanctuary, and he
made side chambers all around. 66 The lowest story was
five cubits ‡‡‡‡ broad, the middle one was six cubits ‡‡†‡‡†

broad, and the third was seven cubits ‡‡‡‡‡‡ broad. For
around the outside of the house, he made offsets on
the wall so that the supporting beams should not be
inserted into the walls of the house.

77 The house was built of stone prepared at the quar-
ry, so that neither hammer nor axe nor any tool of iron
was heard in the house while it was being built.

88 The door for the middle chamber was in the right
side of the house, and it had winding stairs into the
middle chamber and out of the middle into the third.
99 So he built the house and finished it and covered it
with beams and boards of cedar. 1010 Then he built
chambers against the whole house, five cubits high,
and they rested on the house with timber of cedar.

‡‡† Likely about 3,600 tons, or 3,250 metric tons. † About
120,000 gallons, or 440,000 liters. †† About 90 feet long, 30 feet
wide, and 45 feet high, or 27 meters long, 9 meters wide, and 14
meters high. ‡ About 30 feet, or 9 meters; and in vv. 16 and 20.
‡† About 15 feet, or 4.5 meters; and in vv. 23–26. ‡‡ About 71/2
feet, or 2.3 meters; and in vv. 10 and 24. ‡‡† About 9 feet, or 2.7
meters. ‡‡‡ About 11 feet, or 3.2 meters.

1111 Now the word of the LORD came to Solomon, say-
ing, 1212 “Concerning this house which you are building,
if you will walk in My statutes and execute My judg-
ments and keep all My commandments and walk in
them, then I will carry out My word with you, which I
spoke to David your father, 1313 and I will dwell among
the people of Israel and will not forsake My people Is-
rael.”

1414 So Solomon built the house and finished it. 1515 He
built the interior walls of the house with boards of
cedar. From the floor of the house to the ceiling, he
covered them on the inside with wood; and he covered
the floor of the house with planks of fir. 1616 He lined
twenty cubits on the sides of the house, both the floor
and the walls, with boards of cedar, and he even lined
them within, even the inner sanctuary and the Most
Holy Place. 1717 The house, that is, the nave in front of
the inner sanctuary, was forty cubits §§ long. 1818 The
cedar of the house within had carvings of gourds and
open flowers. All was cedar. There was no stone seen.

1919 He prepared the inner sanctuary in the inner part
of the house in order to set there the ark of the
covenant of the LORD . 2020 The inner sanctuary was
twenty cubits long, twenty cubits wide, and twenty cu-
bits high. He overlaid it with pure gold. He also over-
laid the altar of cedar. 2121 So Solomon overlaid the inte-
rior of the house with pure gold, and he made a parti-
tion with gold chains in front of the inner sanctuary,
and he overlaid it with gold. 2222 He overlaid the whole
house with gold as well as the whole altar that was by
the inner sanctuary.

2323 Within the inner sanctuary, he made two cherubim
from olive wood, each ten cubits high. 2424 One wing of
the cherub was five cubits, and the other wing was al-
so five cubits. From the furthest part of the one wing
to the furthest part of the other was ten cubits. 2525 The
other cherub was ten cubits. Both the cherubim were
the same shape and size. 2626 The height of the one
cherub was ten cubits, and so was that of the other
cherub. 2727 He set the cherubim within the inner sanc-
tuary, and they stretched forth the wings of the cheru-
bim, so that the wing of the one touched the one wall
and the wing of the other cherub touched the other
wall, and their wings touched one another in the mid-
dle of the house. 2828 He overlaid the cherubim with
gold.

2929 He carved all the walls of the house with carved
figures of cherubim and palm trees and open flowers
both inside and out. 3030 He overlaid the floor of the
house with gold, both inside and out.

3131 For the entrance to the inner sanctuary, he made
doors of olive wood; the lintel and doorposts were
five-sided. 3232 The two doors were also made of olive
wood. He carved on them cherubim, palm trees, and
open flowers, overlaid them with gold, and spread
gold upon the cherubim and upon the palm trees.
3333 So also he made for the entrance to the nave four-

§ About 60 feet, or 18 meters.
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sided posts of olive wood. 3434 The two doors were made
from fir tree, with two leaves of each door folding.
3535 He carved on them cherubim and palm trees and
open flowers and covered them with gold fitted upon
the carved work.

3636 He built the inner court with three rows of hewed
stone and a row of cedar beams.

3737 In the fourth year, in the month Ziv, the foundation
of the house of the LORD was laid, 3838 and in the
eleventh year, in the month Bul (which is the eighth
month), the house was completely finished. All the de-
tails and plans were met. So he took seven years to
build it.

SolomonSolomon’’s Palace Builts Palace Built

Solomon was building his own house for thirteen
years, and he finished all his house. 22 He built the

House of the Forest of Lebanon. Its length was a hun-
dred cubits, and its width was fifty cubits, and its
height was thirty cubits, †† built on four rows of cedar
pillars with cedar beams upon the pillars. 33 It was cov-
ered with cedar over the top of the beams, which sat
upon forty-five pillars, fifteen in a row. 44 There were
window frames in three rows and window opposite
window in three tiers. 55 All the doors and posts were
rectangular with the openings facing each other in
three tiers.

66 He made a porch of pillars with a length of fifty cu-
bits and a breadth of thirty cubits. †††† There was a porch
in front with pillars, and a canopy in front of them.

77 Then he made a porch for the throne, from which
he would judge, and called it the Hall of Judgment. It
was covered with cedar from one side of the floor to
the other. 88 His own house where he lived, in the other
court back of the hall, was similar in style. Solomon al-
so made a house like this for Pharaoh’s daughter,
whom he had taken as a wife.

99 All these were built with costly stones, cut to size
and sawed with saws on the inside and outside, from
the foundation up to the coping, throughout the out-
side toward the great court. 1010 The foundation was of
large, costly stones, stones of ten ‡‡ and eight ‡†‡† cubits
in size. 1111 Above were costly stones cut to size, along
with cedars. 1212 The great court was enclosed with three
rows of hewed stones and a row of cedar beams. So
were the inner court of the house of the LORD and the
porch of the house.

The Furnishings of the TThe Furnishings of the Templeemple
2Ch 4:2–5:1

1313 Now King Solomon sent and called Huram out of
Tyre. 1414 He was the son of a widow from the tribe of
Naphtali, and his father was a man of Tyre who

† About 150 feet long, 75 feet wide and 45 feet high, or 45 me-
ters long, 23 meters wide and 14 meters high. †† About 75 feet
long and 45 feet wide, or 23 meters long and 14 meters wide. ‡
About 15 feet, or 4.5 meters; and in v. 23. ‡† About 12 feet, or 3.6
meters.

worked in bronze, and he was filled with wisdom and
understanding and skill to make all sorts of items in
bronze. So he came to King Solomon and performed
all his work.

1515 He cast two pillars of bronze eighteen cubits high
each and twelve cubits ‡‡‡‡ in circumference. 1616 He made
two capitals of cast bronze to set on the tops of the pil-
lars. The height of the one capital was five cubits, ‡‡†‡‡†

and the height of the other capital was five cubits.
1717 He made lattices of checker work with wreaths of
chainwork for the capitals on top of the pillars: seven
for one capital and seven for the other. 1818 Likewise he
made pomegranates in two rows around the one lat-
ticework to cover the capital that was on the top of the
pillar, and he did the same for the other capital. 1919 The
capitals that were on top of the pillars in the porch
were four cubits ‡‡‡‡‡‡ high and in the shape of lilies.
2020 The capitals on top of the two pillars also had pome-
granates above, by the convex surface which was next
to the latticework. There were two hundred pome-
granates in rows encircling each capital. 2121 He set up
the pillars in the porch of the temple. He set up the
right pillar and called it Jakin, and he set up the left pil-
lar and called it Boaz. 2222 The tops of the pillars were in
the shape of lilies. This completed the work on the pil-
lars.

2323 He made a cast metal sea, ten cubits from one side
to the other. It was round and had a height of five cu-
bits, and a line of thirty cubits §§ encircled it. 2424 Under
the brim all the way around there were gourds, ten in
a cubit. When it was cast, the gourds were placed in
two rows going all the way around it.

2525 It stood on top of twelve oxen with three facing
north, three facing toward the west, three facing to-
ward the south, and three facing toward the east. The
sea was set on them, and their hindquarters were
turned inward. 2626 It was a hand-breadth §†§† thick, and
the brim was made similar to the brim of a cup, like a
lily blossom. It could hold two thousand baths. §††§††

2727 He made ten stands out of bronze, each measur-
ing four cubits long, four cubits wide, and three cubits
high. §‡§‡2828 The work of the stands looked like this: They
had panels, and the panels were set in the frames.
2929 And on the panels that were set in the frames were
lions, oxen, and cherubim. On the frames both above
and below the lions and oxen, there were wreaths of
beveled work. 3030 Every stand had four bronze wheels
and axles of bronze, and at the four corners were sup-
ports for a basin. The supports were cast with wreaths
at the side of each. 3131 Its opening was within a crown
that projected upward one cubit. Its opening was
round, like the work of a pedestal, a cubit and a half

‡‡ About 27 feet high and 18 feet in circumference, or 8.1 me-
ters high and 5.4 meters in circumference. ‡‡† About 71/2 feet, or
2.3 meters; and in v. 23. ‡‡‡ About 6 feet, or 1.8 meters; and in v.
38. § About 45 feet, or 14 meters. §† About 3 inches, or 7.5 cen-
timeters. §†† About 12,000 gallons, or 44,000 liters. §‡ About 6
feet long and wide and 41/2 feet high, or 1.8 meters long and wide
and 1.4 meters high.
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deep. †† At its opening there were engravings, and its
panels were four-sided, not round. 3232 Underneath the
panels were four wheels, and the axles of the wheels
were joined to the stand, and the height of a wheel
was a cubit and a half. 3333 The wheels worked like chari-
ot wheels in that their axles and rims and spokes and
hubs were all cast metal.

3434 There were four supports for the four corners of
each stand, and the supports were part of one piece
with the stand itself. 3535 On the top of the stand, there
was a round band half a cubit †††† high, and on the top
of the stand its stays and its panels were of one piece
with it. 3636 On the surface of its stays and on its panels,
he engraved cherubim, lions, and palm trees, accord-
ing to the space of each, with wreaths all around. 3737 In
this way he made the ten stands, with them all having
the same shape, measure, and size.

3838 Then he made ten basins of bronze, with each
basin able to hold forty baths, ‡‡ each being four cubits.
Upon every one of the ten stands sat one basin. 3939 He
put five stands on the right side of the house, and five
on the left side of the house. He set the sea on the
right side of the house toward the southeast. 4040 Huram
also made the pots, the shovels, and the basins.

So Huram finished all the work in making items for
King Solomon for use in the house of the LORD : 4141 the
two pillars, the two bowls of the capitals that were on
the top of the two pillars, the two latticeworks to cover
the two bowls of the capitals that were upon the top of
the pillars; 4242 and the four hundred pomegranates for
the two latticeworks, two rows of pomegranates for
each latticework, to cover the two bowls of the capitals
that were on the pillars; 4343 the ten stands and ten
basins on the stands; 4444 one sea and twelve oxen un-
der the sea; 4545 the pots, the shovels, and the basins.

All these vessels that Huram made for King Solomon
for the house of the LORD were of burnished bronze.
4646 In the plain of the Jordan the king cast them, in the
clay ground between Sukkoth and Zarethan.
4747 Solomon left all the vessels unweighed because
there were so many. The weight of the bronze was al-
so never measured.

4848 Solomon made all the vessels that were needed
for the house of the LORD : the altar of gold, the table
of gold on which was showbread, 4949 the candlesticks of
pure gold, five on the right side and five on the left be-
fore the inner sanctuary; the flowers, the lamps, and
the tongs, of gold; 5050 the cups, snuffers, basins, dishes
for incense, fire pans, of pure gold; the sockets for the
doors of the innermost part of the house, the Most
Holy Place, and for the doors of the nave of the tem-
ple, of gold.

5151 All the work that King Solomon made for the
house of the LORD was completed. And Solomon
brought in the things which David his father had dedi-
cated—the silver, the gold, and the cups—and he put

† About 21/4 feet, or 68 centimeters; and in v. 32. †† About 9
inches, or 23 centimeters. ‡ About 240 gallons, or 880 liters.

them among the treasures of the house of the LORD .

The Ark BrThe Ark Brought to the Tought to the Templeemple
2Ch 5:2–6:11

Then Solomon assembled the elders of Israel and
all the heads of the tribes, the chief of the fathers

of the children of Israel, before King Solomon in
Jerusalem, so that they could ensure that the ark of
the covenant of the LORD would be brought out of the
City of David in Zion. 22 All the men of Israel assembled
themselves before King Solomon at the feast in the
month Ethanim, which is the seventh month.

33 All the elders of Israel came, and the priests carried
the ark. 44 The priests and Levites brought up the ark of
the LORD , the tabernacle of the congregation, and all
the holy implements that were in the tabernacle.
55 King Solomon and all the congregation of Israel who
were assembled before him stood together in front of
the ark, sacrificing so many sheep and oxen that they
could not be told or numbered.

66 The priests brought in the ark of the covenant of
the LORD to its place in the inner sanctuary of the
house, to the Most Holy Place under the wings of the
cherubim. 77 For the cherubim spread forth their two
wings over the place of the ark and covered the ark
and the poles from above. 88 The poles were so long
that the ends of the poles could be seen out in the
holy place in front of the inner sanctuary, but they
could not be seen from outside, and they are there to
this day. 99 There was nothing in the ark except for the
two tablets of stone that Moses put there at Horeb
when the LORD made a covenant with the children of
Israel after they had come out of the land of Egypt.

1010 And when the priests came out of the holy place,
the cloud filled the house of the LORD , 1111 so that the
priests could not continue to minister because of the
cloud, for the glory of the LORD filled the house of the
LORD .

1212 Then Solomon spoke, saying, “The LORD said that
He would dwell in the thick darkness. 1313 I have surely
built You a house to dwell in, a settled place for You to
abide in forever.”

1414 Then the king turned around and blessed all the
congregation of Israel (and all the congregation of Is-
rael stood), 1515 and he said,

“Blessed be the LORD God of Israel, who spoke with
His mouth to my father David and has with His hand
fulfilled His word, saying, 1616 ‘Since the day that I
brought forth My people Israel out of Egypt, I chose
no city from any tribe of Israel to build a house where
My name might be praised, but I chose David to be
over My people Israel.’

1717 “My father David had it in mind to build a house
for the name of the LORD God of Israel. 1818 The LORD
said to my father David, ‘Whereas it was in your heart
to build a house for My name, you had good inten-
tions. 1919 Nevertheless, you shall not build the house,
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but your son who will come out of your loins, he shall
build the house for My name.’

2020 “The LORD has fulfilled His word that He spoke,
and I have been elevated to the position of my father
David, to sit on the throne of Israel as the LORD
promised, and have built a house for the name of the
LORD God of Israel. 2121 I have set a place there for the
ark, which houses the covenant of the LORD which He
made with our fathers when He brought them out of
the land of Egypt.”

SolomonSolomon’’s Prs Prayer of Dedicationayer of Dedication
2Ch 6:12–40

2222 Then Solomon stood in front of the altar of the
LORD in the presence of all the congregation of Israel
and spread his hands toward heaven. 2323 and he said,

“ LORD God of Israel, there is no God like You in
heaven above or on earth below who keeps covenant
and mercy with Your servants who walk before You
with all their hearts, 2424 who have kept what You
promised Your servant David my father. You spoke al-
so with Your mouth and have fulfilled it with Your
hand, as it is this day.

2525 “Therefore, LORD God of Israel, now keep what
You promised Your servant David my father, saying,
‘You will not fail to have a man sit before Me on the
throne of Israel, so long as your sons take heed to
their way, that they walk before Me as you have
walked before Me.’ 2626 Now, O God of Israel, let Your
word, I pray, be fulfilled, which You spoke to Your ser-
vant David my father.

2727 “But will God indeed dwell on the earth? See, heav-
en and the heaven of heavens cannot contain You.
How much less can this house that I have built? 2828 Yet
give consideration to the prayer of Your servant and to
his supplication, O LORD my God; listen to the cry and
to the prayer which Your servant prays before You to-
day, 2929 that Your eyes may be upon this house night
and day, even toward the place of which You have
said, ‘My name shall be there,’ that You may listen to
the prayer which Your servant shall make toward this
place. 3030 Please listen to the supplication of Your ser-
vant and of Your people Israel when they pray toward
this place. May You hear in heaven, Your dwelling
place, and when You hear, forgive.

3131 “If any man sins against his neighbor, and an oath
be laid upon him to cause him to swear, and the oath
comes before Your altar in this house, 3232 then may You
hear in heaven and act and judge Your servants, con-
demning the wicked, bringing his way on his own
head, and justifying the righteous, giving him accord-
ing to his righteousness.

3333 “When Your people Israel are defeated by their en-
emies, because they have sinned against You, and
they turn back to You and call upon Your name and
pray and make supplication to You in this house,
3434 then may You hear in heaven and forgive the sin of

Your people Israel and bring them again to the land
which You gave to their fathers.

3535 “When heaven is shut up, and there is no rain, be-
cause they have sinned against You, if they pray to-
ward this place and call upon Your name and turn
from their sin when You afflict them, 3636 then may You
hear in heaven and forgive the sin of Your servants
and Your people Israel, that You may teach them the
good way in which they should walk and give rain up-
on Your land which You have given to Your people as
an inheritance.

3737 “When there is famine in the land, if there is
plague, blight, mildew, locust, or grasshopper; if their
enemy besieges them in the land of their cities; what-
ever plague, whatever sickness there is; 3838 whatever
prayer, whatever supplication is made by anyone, or
by all Your people Israel, each knowing the affliction of
his own heart, and spreading his hands toward this
house; 3939 then hear in heaven Your dwelling place, and
forgive, and act, and render to everyone according to
all his ways, whose hearts You know—for only You
know the hearts of the sons of men— 4040 so that they
may fear You all the days that they live in the land that
You gave to our fathers.

4141 “Also concerning the foreigner who is not of Your
people Israel and comes from a far country for Your
name’s sake 4242 (for they will hear of Your great name
and of Your strong hand and of Your outstretched
arm), when he comes and prays toward this house,
4343 may You hear in heaven, Your dwelling place, and do
all that the foreigner asks of You, so all people of the
earth will know Your name, to fear You as Your people
Israel do, and that they may know that this house,
which I have built, is called by Your name.

4444 “If Your people go out to battle against their ene-
my wherever You send them, and they pray to the
LORD toward the city which You have chosen and to-
ward the house that I have built for Your name, 4545 then
may You hear their prayer and supplication in heaven
and maintain their cause.

4646 “If they sin against You (for there is no man who
does not sin), and You get angry with them and hand
them over to the enemy so that they are carried away
as captives to the land of the enemy, far or near, 4747 yet
when they come to their senses while in the land
where they were carried captives and repent and
make supplication to You, saying, ‘We have sinned and
have acted perversely and have committed wicked-
ness,’ 4848 and so return to You with all their hearts and
with all their souls in the land of their enemies, who
carried them away as captives, and pray to You toward
their land, which You gave to their fathers, the city
which You have chosen and the house which I have
built for Your name, 4949 then may You hear their prayers
and supplications in heaven, Your dwelling place, and
maintain their cause, 5050 and forgive Your people who
have sinned against You and all their transgressions
which they committed against You and grant them
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compassion before those who carried them away as
captives, so they will have compassion on them. 5151 For
they are Your people and Your inheritance whom You
brought forth out of Egypt from the midst of the fur-
nace of iron.

5252 “Let Your eyes be open to the supplication of Your
servant and to the supplication of Your people Israel,
to listen to them regarding all for which they call upon
You. 5353 For You did call them out from among all the
people of the earth to be Your inheritance, as You
spoke by the hand of Moses Your servant when You
brought our fathers out of Egypt, O Lord GOD .”

5454 Now when Solomon finished praying this prayer
and making supplication to the LORD , he arose from
before the altar of the LORD , from kneeling on his
knees with his hands spread up to heaven. 5555 He stood
up and blessed all the congregation of Israel with a
loud voice, saying,

5656 “Blessed be the LORD who has given rest to His
people Israel according to all that He promised. Not
one word of His promises which He gave by the hand
of Moses His servant has failed. 5757 The LORD our God
be with us, as He was with our fathers. Let Him neither
leave us nor forsake us, 5858 that He may incline our
hearts to Him, to walk in all His ways and to keep His
commandments, statutes, and judgments, which He
commanded our fathers. 5959 And let these my words,
with which I have made supplication before the LORD ,
be close to the LORD our God day and night, that He
will maintain the cause of His servant and the cause of
His people Israel at all times as the situation demands,
6060 so that all the people of the earth may know that the
LORD is God and that there is none else. 6161 Let your
hearts, therefore, be perfect with the LORD our God,
to walk in His statutes and keep His commandments,
as at this day.”

The Dedication of the TThe Dedication of the Templeemple
2Ch 7:1–10

6262 The king and all Israel with him offered sacrifices
before the LORD . 6363 Solomon offered a sacrifice of
peace offerings, which he offered to the LORD , twen-
ty-two thousand oxen and a hundred and twenty
thousand sheep. So the king and all the children of Is-
rael dedicated the house of the LORD .

6464 The same day the king consecrated the middle of
the court that was in front of the house of the LORD ,
for there he offered burnt offerings and meat offer-
ings and the fat of the peace offerings, because the
bronze altar that was before the LORD was too little to
receive the burnt offerings and meat offerings and the
fat of the peace offerings.

6565 At that time, Solomon held a feast for all Israel, a
great congregation, from the entry of Lebo Hamath to
the Brook of Egypt, before the LORD our God, seven
days and anotheranother seven days, a total of fourteen days.
6666 On the eighth day he sent the people away, and they
blessed the king and went to their tents rejoicing in

their hearts for all the goodness that the LORD had
done for David His servant and for Israel His people.

TheThe LLORDORD Appears to SolomonAppears to Solomon
2Ch 7:11–22

When Solomon had finished building the house
of the LORD and the king’s house and all else he

desired, 22 the LORD appeared to Solomon a second
time, as He had appeared to him at Gibeon. 33 The
LORD said to him,

“I have heard your prayer and supplication, which
you made before Me. I have consecrated this house
which you built by putting My name there forever. And
My eyes and My heart shall be there perpetually.

44 “If you will walk before Me, as your father David
walked, in integrity of heart and uprightness, so that
you are obedient to do all that I have commanded
you, and will keep My statutes and My judgments,
55 then I will establish the throne of your kingdom upon
Israel forever, just as I promised to your father David,
saying, ‘You shall not fail to have a man upon the
throne of Israel.’

66 “But if you and your sons turn in any way from fol-
lowing Me and do not keep My commandments and
My statutes which I have set before you, but go and
serve other gods and worship them, 77 then I will cut Is-
rael out of the land which I have given them, and I will
cast this house, which I have consecrated for My
name, out of My sight, and Israel shall be a proverb
and a byword among all people. 88 And everyone who
passes by this high house will be astonished and will
hiss, and they shall say, ‘Why has the LORD done this
to this land, and to this house?’ 99 And they will answer,
‘Because they forsook the LORD their God, who
brought their fathers out of the land of Egypt, and
took hold of other gods and have worshipped and
served them. That is why the LORD has brought all
this disaster upon them.’”

SolomonSolomon’’s Other Activitiess Other Activities
2Ch 8:1–18

1010 When twenty years had passed since Solomon had
built the two houses, the house of the LORD and the
king’s house 1111 (now Hiram the king of Tyre had fur-
nished Solomon with cedar and fir trees, along with
gold, as he had requested), King Solomon gave Hiram
twenty cities in the land of Galilee. 1212 Hiram came out
from Tyre to see the cities Solomon had given him,
and he was not pleased with them. 1313 He said, “What
cities are these which you have given me, my broth-
er?” And he called them the land of Kabul to this day.
1414 Hiram sent to the king one hundred and twenty tal-
ents †† of gold.

1515 This is the account of the forced labor which King
Solomon conscripted to build the house of the LORD
and his own house, Millo, the wall of Jerusalem, Hazor,
Megiddo, and Gezer. 1616 For Pharaoh, king of Egypt, had

† About 41/2 tons, or 4 metric tons.
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gone up against and conquered Gezer and burned it
with fire and slain the Canaanites that lived in the city
and given it as a present to his daughter, Solomon’s
wife. 1717 Solomon built Gezer and Lower Beth Horon
1818 and Baalath and Tadmor in the wilderness, in the
land, 1919 and all the storage cities that Solomon had,
cities for his chariots and cities for his horsemen and
all that which Solomon desired to build in Jerusalem
and in Lebanon and in all the land of his dominion.

2020 All the people who were left of the Amorites, Hit-
tites, Perizzites, Hivites, and Jebusites, who were not
children of Israel, 2121 the descendants of those who
were left in the land and whom the people of Israel
were not able to utterly destroy, were conscripted by
Solomon for slave labor to this day. 2222 But Solomon did
not make any children of Israel into slaves, but instead
used them as men of war, as his servants, his leaders,
his captains, rulers of his chariots, and his horsemen.
2323 These were the chief officers over Solomon’s work,
five hundred and fifty, who ruled over the people who
did the labor.

2424 But Pharaoh’s daughter moved out of the City of
David to her house which Solomon had built for her,
and he then built Millo.

2525 Three times a year Solomon offered burnt offer-
ings and peace offerings on the altar that he built to
the LORD , and he burned incense on the altar that
was before the LORD . So he finished the house.

2626 King Solomon built a fleet of ships in Ezion Geber,
which is beside Elath on the shore of the Red Sea in
the land of Edom. 2727 Hiram sent shipmen who had
knowledge of the sea to serve alongside Solomon’s
men. 2828 They went to Ophir and acquired four hundred
and twenty talents †† of gold there and brought it to
King Solomon.

The Queen of ShebaThe Queen of Sheba
2Ch 9:1–12

Now when the queen of Sheba heard of
Solomon’s fame connected to the name of the

LORD , she came to test him with hard questions. 22 She
came to Jerusalem with a very great retinue, with
camels bearing spices, and very much gold, and pre-
cious stones; and when she came to Solomon, she told
him all that was on her mind. 33 Solomon answered all
her questions; there was not anything too difficult for
the king which he could not answer. 44 When the queen
of Sheba observed Solomon’s wisdom and the house
he had built 55 and the meat of his table and the sitting
of his servants and the attendance of his ministers
and their clothing and his cupbearers and his entry-
way by which he went up to the house of the LORD , it
took her breath away.

66 She said to the king, “What I heard in my own land
about your acts and your wisdom was true! 77 I did not
believe it until I came and saw it with my own eyes! In
fact, I was not even told half. Your wisdom and pros-

† About 16 tons, or 14 metric tons.

perity are greater than the stories I heard! 88 Happy are
your men, and happy are these your servants who
stand continually before you and hear your wisdom!
99 Blessed be the LORD your God, who delighted in you
and set you on the throne of Israel, because the LORD
loved Israel forever; therefore He made you king in or-
der to execute judgment and justice.”

1010 She gave the king a hundred and twenty talents ††††

of gold and a great amount of spices and precious
stones. No one gave as many spices as the queen of
Sheba gave to King Solomon.

1111 The ships of Hiram, which brought gold from
Ophir, also brought from Ophir a large quantity of al-
mug wood and precious stones. 1212 The king made pil-
lars for the house of the LORD out of the almug trees
and harps also and psalteries for singers for the king’s
house. Never before had such almug wood beenbeen
brbroughtought , nor has any such been seen to this day.

1313 King Solomon gave to the queen of Sheba all she
desired, no matter what she asked for, in addition to
what Solomon gave her from his royal bounty. So she
turned and went to her own country, she and her ser-
vants.

SolomonSolomon’’s Ws Wealthealth
2Ch 1:14–17; 9:13–28

1414 Now the weight of gold that came to Solomon in
one year was six hundred and sixty-six talents ‡‡ of
gold. 1515 In addition, he collected from the merchant-
men and the traffic of the spice merchants and from
all the kings of Arabia and the governors of the coun-
try.

1616 King Solomon made two hundred large shields of
beaten gold made of six hundred shekels ‡†‡† of gold
each. 1717 He made three hundred shields of beaten gold
with three pounds ‡‡‡‡ of gold in each shield. And the
king put them in the House of the Forest of Lebanon.

1818 The king also made a great throne of ivory and
overlaid it with the best gold. 1919 The throne had six
steps, and the back of the throne was round, and
there were armrests on either side of the seat with
two lions standing beside the armrests. 2020 Twelve lions
stood on the sides of the six steps, and there was no
other like it in any kingdom. 2121 All of King Solomon’s
drinking cups were made of gold, and all the cups of
the House of the Forest of Lebanon were made of
pure gold. None were made of silver, for it was not
considered valuable in the days of Solomon. 2222 For the
king had ships at sea at Tarshish with the ships of Hi-
ram. Every three years the ships of Tarshish came
bringing gold, silver, ivory, apes, and peacocks.

2323 So King Solomon exceeded all the kings of the
earth in terms of riches and wisdom. 2424 All the earth
came to Solomon to hear his wisdom, which God had

†† About 41/2 tons, or 4 metric tons. ‡ About 25 tons, or 23
metric tons. ‡† About 15 pounds, or 6.9 kilograms; and in v. 29.
‡‡ About 33/4 pounds, or 1.7 kilograms, or if double minas, about
71/2 pounds, or 3.5 kilograms.
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put in his heart. 2525 Everyone brought an annual tribute
in the form of presents, silver and gold cups, gar-
ments, armor, spices, horses, and mules.

2626 Solomon gathered together chariots and horse-
men. He had one thousand four hundred chariots and
twelve thousand horsemen whom he stationed in the
cities for chariots and with the king at Jerusalem.
2727 The king made silver to be in Jerusalem as plentiful
as stones, and he made cedars to be as plentiful as
sycamore trees in the valley. 2828 Solomon had horses
brought out of Egypt along with linen yarn. The king’s
merchants received the linen yarn at a price. 2929 He
brought chariots from Egypt at a price of six hundred
shekels of silver and a horse for a hundred and fifty. ††

And he exported them to all the kings of the Hittites
and the kings of Aram, by their means.

SolomonSolomon’’s Apostasys Apostasy

But King Solomon loved many foreign women
in addition to the daughter of Pharaoh, women

of the Moabites, Ammonites, Edomites, Sidonians, and
Hittites, 22 from the nations which the LORD warned the
children of Israel about, saying, “You shall not go in to
them, nor shall they come in to you, for they will surely
turn your heart away toward their gods.” Solomon
clung to these in love. 33 He had seven hundred wives
who were princesses and three hundred concubines,
and his wives turned his heart away. 44 For when
Solomon was old, his wives turned his heart away af-
ter other gods, and his heart was not perfect with the
LORD his God as the heart of David his father had
been. 55 For Solomon went after Ashtoreth, the god-
dess of the Sidonians, and after Molek, the abomina-
tion of the Ammonites. 66 Solomon did what was evil in
the sight of the LORD and did not fully follow the
LORD as his father David had done.

77 Then Solomon built a high place for Chemosh, the
abomination of Moab, in the hill that is close to
Jerusalem, and for Molek, the abomination of the chil-
dren of Ammon. 88 He did the same for all his foreign
wives, who burned incense and sacrificed to their
gods.

99 The LORD was angry with Solomon because he
turned his heart away from the LORD God of Israel,
who had appeared to him twice, 1010 and had warned
him about this, that he should not follow other gods,
but he was disobedient to the LORD ’s command.
1111 Therefore the LORD said to Solomon, “Since you
have done this and have not kept My covenant and
statutes, which I commanded you, I will surely take
the kingdom from you and give it to your servant. 1212 I
will not do this in your lifetime for your father David’s
sake, but I will tear it out of the hand of your son.
1313 However, I will not take the whole kingdom away,
but will preserve one tribe for your son for David My
servant’s sake and for the sake of Jerusalem which I
chose.”

† About 33/4 pounds, or 1.7 kilograms.

SolomonSolomon’’s Adversariess Adversaries
1414 The LORD stirred up an adversary against

Solomon, Hadad the Edomite. He was a prince of
Edom. 1515 For when David was in Edom, and Joab the
commander of the army had gone to bury the slain,
he had killed every male in Edom 1616 (for six months
Joab stayed there with his men until he had killed
every male in Edom). 1717 But Hadad fled to Egypt, he
and some Edomites who served his father, Hadad still
being a small child. 1818 They set out from Midian and
went to Paran, and they gathered men from Paran and
then arrived in Egypt and presented him before
Pharaoh king of Egypt, who gave him a house and
provisions and land.

1919 Pharaoh had great affection for Hadad, so much
so that he gave him his sister-in-law, the sister of Tah-
penes the queen, as a wife. 2020 Tahpenes’ sister gave
birth to his son, Genubath, whom Tahpenes weaned in
Pharaoh’s house. Genubath lived in Pharaoh’s house
among the sons of Pharaoh.

2121 When Hadad heard in Egypt that David slept with
his fathers and that Joab, the commander of the army,
was dead, he said to Pharaoh, “Allow me to depart and
go to my own country.”

2222 Then Pharaoh said to him, “But what have you
lacked with me that you want to go to your own coun-
try?”

And he answered, “Nothing, however let me go any-
way.”

2323 God stirred up another adversary against him, Re-
zon the son of Eliada, who fled from his lord Hadadez-
er, king of Zobah. 2424 He gathered a group of men and
became leader over a band when David killed the men
of Zobah, and they fled to Damascus and lived and
reigned there. 2525 He was an enemy of Israel all the
days of Solomon in addition to the troubles caused by
Hadad, and he hated Israel and reigned over Aram.

JerJeroboamoboam’’s Rebellions Rebellion
2626 Jeroboam the son of Nebat, an Ephraimite of

Zeredah, who was Solomon’s servant and whose
mother’s name was Zeruah, a widow woman, even he
lifted up his hand against the king.

2727 This is what led to his rebellion against the king.
Solomon built Millo and repaired the wall of the City of
David his father. 2828 Jeroboam was a mighty man of val-
or, and when Solomon saw that the young man was
industrious, he made him ruler over all the labor force
of the house of Joseph.

2929 At that time, when Jeroboam went out of
Jerusalem, the prophet Ahijah the Shilonite found him
along the way, and he had dressed himself in a new
garment, and the two of themof them were alone in the field.
3030 Ahijah took off the new garment that he wore and
tore it into twelve pieces, 3131 and he said to Jeroboam:
Take ten pieces, for thus says the LORD , the God of Is-
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rael, “See, I will tear the kingdom out of the hand of
Solomon and will give ten tribes to you 3232 (but he shall
have one tribe for My servant David’s sake and for the
sake of Jerusalem, the city which I have chosen out of
all the tribes of Israel), 3333 because they have forsaken
Me and have worshipped Ashtoreth the goddess of
the Sidonians, Chemosh the god of the Moabites, and
Molek the god of the children of Ammon and have not
walked in My ways and have not done that which is
right in My eyes, to keep My statutes and judgments,
as his father David had done.

3434 “However, I will not take the whole kingdom out of
his hand, but I will make him prince all the days of his
life for David My servant’s sake, whom I chose, be-
cause he kept My commandments and My statutes.
3535 But I will take the kingdom out of his son’s hand and
will give ten tribes to you. 3636 To his son will I give one
tribe, so that My servant David will always have a light
before Me in Jerusalem, the city in which I have cho-
sen to put My name. 3737 I will take you, and you shall
reign according to all that your soul desires and shall
be king over Israel. 3838 It shall be, if you will listen to all
that I command you and will walk in My ways and do
what is right in My sight to keep My statutes and My
commandments, as David My servant did, I will be
with you and build you a sure house, as I built for
David, and will give Israel to you. 3939 I will thus afflict
the seed of David, but not forever.”

4040 Solomon therefore sought to kill Jeroboam. And
Jeroboam arose and fled to Egypt to Shishak, king of
Egypt, and he stayed in Egypt until the death of
Solomon.

The Death of SolomonThe Death of Solomon
2Ch 9:29–31

4141 The rest of the acts of Solomon and all that he did
and his wisdom, are they not written in the book of
the acts of Solomon? 4242 And the time that Solomon
reigned in Jerusalem over all Israel was forty years.
4343 Solomon slept with his fathers and was buried in the
City of David his father, and his son Rehoboam
reigned after him.

IsrIsrael Rebels Against Rehoboamael Rebels Against Rehoboam
2Ch 10:1–11:4

And Rehoboam went to Shechem, for all Israel
had gone to Shechem to make him king. 22 When

Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who was still in Egypt,
heard of it (for he had fled from King Solomon and
stayed in Egypt), 33 they called and sent forfor him. And
Jeroboam and all the congregation of Israel came and
spoke to Rehoboam, saying, 44 “Your father made our
yoke unbearable. Now, therefore, make the grievous
service to your father and the heavy yoke he put upon
us lighter, and we will serve you.”

55 He said to them, “Depart for three days, and then
come back to me.” And the people departed.

66 King Rehoboam consulted with the old men who
advised his father Solomon while he was still alive and
asked, “How do you advise me to answer the people?”

77 And they spoke to him, saying, “If you will be a ser-
vant to this people this day and will serve them and
answer them and speak kind words to them, they will
be your servants forever.”

88 But he rejected the advice that the old men gave
him and consulted with the young men who grew up
with him and who stood before him, 99 and he said to
them, “What advice do you give on how we should an-
swer this people, who have spoken to me saying,
‘Make the yoke your father put on us lighter’?”

1010 And the young men who grew up with him said,
“Thus shall you answer this people who said to you,
‘Your father made our yoke heavy, but make it lighter
for us’; thus shall you say to them, ‘My little finger will
be thicker than my father’s loins! 1111 Whereas my father
loaded you with a heavy yoke, I will add to your bur-
den. My father chastised you with whips, but I will
chastise you with scorpions!’”

1212 So Jeroboam and all the people came to Re-
hoboam on the third day, just as the king had appoint-
ed, saying, “Come to me again the third day.” 1313 The
king answered the people roughly and forsook the
counsel the old men gave him, 1414 and instead spoke to
them following the advice of the young men. He said,
“My father made your yoke heavy, and I will add to
your burden. My father chastised you with whips, but I
will chastise you with scorpions.” 1515 Thus the king did
not listen to the people, for the cause was from the
LORD , that He might fulfill His saying, which the LORD
spoke by Ahijah the Shilonite to Jeroboam the son of
Nebat.

1616 So when all Israel saw that the king did not listen
to them, the people responded to the king, saying,
“What portion do we have in David?
We also do not have an inheritance in the son of

Jesse.
To your tents, O Israel,
and see to your own house, David!”

So the people of Israel departed to their tents. 1717 But
the people of Israel living in the cities of Judah were
ruled over by Rehoboam.

1818 Then King Rehoboam sent Adoniram, who was in
charge of the forced labor, and all Israel stoned him to
death. As a result, King Rehoboam quickly mounted
his chariot and fled to Jerusalem. 1919 So Israel rebelled
against the house of David, and it rand it remains soemains so even to
this day.

2020 When all Israel heard that Jeroboam had returned,
they sent and called him before the congregation and
made him king over all Israel. Only the tribe of Judah
followed the house of David.

2121 When Rehoboam arrived at Jerusalem, he assem-
bled all the house of Judah along with the tribe of Ben-
jamin, a hundred and eighty thousand chosen men
who were warriors, to fight against the house of Israel
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and to bring the kingdom back to Rehoboam the son
of Solomon.

2222 But the word of God came to Shemaiah the man of
God, saying: 2323 Speak to Rehoboam the son of
Solomon, king of Judah, and to all the house of Judah
and Benjamin and to the remnant of the people, say-
ing, 2424 “Thus says the LORD : You shall not go up, nor
fight against your brothers the children of Israel. Every
man is to return to his house, for this thing is from
Me.” They listened therefore to the word of the LORD
and turned to depart, according to the word of the
LORD .

JerJeroboamoboam’’s Golden Calvess Golden Calves
2525 Then Jeroboam built Shechem in Mount Ephraim

and lived there and went out from there and built Pe-
niel.

2626 Jeroboam said in his heart, “The kingdom will re-
turn to the house of David. 2727 If this people go up to do
sacrifice in the house of the LORD at Jerusalem, then
shall the heart of this people turn again to their lord,
even to Rehoboam king of Judah, and they shall kill me
and go again to Rehoboam king of Judah.”

2828 At that point, the king got some advice and made
two golden calves and said to the people, “It is too dif-
ficult for you to go up to Jerusalem. Here are your
gods, O Israel, which brought you up out of the land
of Egypt.” 2929 He set one in Bethel, and he put the other
in Dan. 3030 This was a sin, for the people went to wor-
ship before the one, even all the way in Dan.

3131 He also made houses on high places and appoint-
ed priests from among all the people who were not
Levites. 3232 Jeroboam ordained a feast in the eighth
month, on the fifteenth day of the month, like the
feast in Judah, and he offered sacrificesacrifice on the altar. He
did this in Bethel, sacrificing to the calves that he had
made, and he stationed in Bethel the priests of the
high places he had made. 3333 So he made offerings on
the altar that he had made in Bethel on the fifteenth
day of the eighth month, a holiday he imagined in his
own heart, and ordained a feast for the children of Is-
rael, and he sacrificed on the altar and burned in-
cense.

The Man of God FrThe Man of God From Judahom Judah

A man of God came out of Judah to Bethel by
the word of the LORD while Jeroboam stood by

the altar to burn incense. 22 He cried against the altar
by the word of the LORD and said, “O altar, altar, thus
says the LORD : ‘A child named Josiah will be born in
the house of David, and he will sacrifice upon you the
priests of the high places who burn incense on you,
and these men’s bones shall be burned upon you.’”
33 He gave a sign the same day, saying, “This is the sign
that the LORD has spoken: ‘The altar will be torn apart,
and the ashes that are upon it will be poured out.’”

44 When King Jeroboam heard the saying of the man
of God who had cried against the altar in Bethel, he
reached out his hand from the altar, saying, “Arrest
him!” And the hand that he put forth against him dried
up so that he could not pull it back in again. 55 The altar
also was torn, and the ashes poured out from the al-
tar, just as the man of God had said it would as a sign
of the LORD .

66 The king answered and said to the man of God,
“Seek the face of the LORD your God, and pray for me,
that my hand will be healed.” And the man of God in-
terceded with the LORD , and the king’s hand was
healed and became as it was before.

77 The king said to the man of God, “Come home with
me and refresh yourself, and I will give you a reward.”

88 The man of God said to the king, “If you were to
give me half your house, I would not go with you, nor
will I eat bread nor drink water in this place, 99 for so I
was commanded by the word of the LORD , saying:
You shall eat no bread, nor drink water nor return by
the same way that you came.” 1010 So he went another
way and did not return by the same way he came to
Bethel.

1111 Now there lived an old prophet in Bethel, and his
sons came and told him all that the man of God had
done that day in Bethel. They also told their father the
words that he had spoken to the king. 1212 Their father
said to them, “What way did he go?” For his sons had
seen the way the man of God who came from Judah
had gone. 1313 He said to his sons, “Saddle my donkey.”
So they saddled the donkey for him, and he rode on it.
1414 He went after the man of God and found him sitting
under an oak, and he said to him, “Are you the man of
God who came from Judah?”

And he said, “I am.”
1515 Then he said to him, “Come home with me and eat

bread.”
1616 He said, “I may not return with you or go in with

you, nor will I eat bread nor drink water with you in
this place, 1717 for I was commanded by the word of the
LORD : You shall eat no bread andand drink no water
there nor return by the way you came.”

1818 He said to him, “I am a prophet like you, and an
angel spoke to me by the word of the LORD , saying,
‘Bring him back with you into your house so that he
may eat bread and drink water.’” But he had lied to
him. 1919 So he went back with him to his house and ate
bread and drank water.

2020 Then as they sat at the table, the word of the LORD
came to the prophet who brought him back, 2121 and he
cried out to the man of God who came from Judah,
saying, “Thus says the LORD : Since you have dis-
obeyed the mouth of the LORD and have not kept the
commandment that the LORD your God commanded
you, 2222 but instead came back and have eaten bread
and drunk water in the place of which the LORD told
you to eat no bread and drink no water, your carcass
will not be buried in the tomb of your fathers!”
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2323 After he had eaten bread and had drunk, he sad-
dled the donkey for the prophet whom he had
brought back. 2424 As he was going, a lion met him on
the way and killed him, and his body was thrown in
the road, and both the donkey and lion stood by it.
2525 Some men passed by and saw the body thrown in
the road with the lion standing by the body, and they
came and told the story in the city where the old
prophet lived.

2626 When the prophet who brought him back from the
way heard about it, he said, “It is the man of God who
was disobedient to the word of the LORD , and thus
the LORD has delivered him to the lion, which has torn
and slain him, according to the word of the LORD that
He spoke to him.”

2727 He said to his sons, “Saddle my donkey,” and they
saddled it. 2828 He then went and found his body thrown
in the road, and the donkey and the lion were still
standing by the body. The lion had not eaten the body
nor attacked the donkey. 2929 The prophet picked up the
body of the man of God and laid it on his donkey and
brought it back. The old prophet came to the city to
mourn and to bury him. 3030 He laid his body in his own
tomb, and they mourned over him, saying, “Alas, my
brother!”

3131 And after he had buried him, he said to his sons,
“When I am dead, bury me in the grave in which the
man of God is buried; lay my bones beside his bones.
3232 For the saying that he cried out by the word of the
LORD against the altar in Bethel and against all the
houses of the high places that are in the cities of
Samaria shall surely come to pass.”

3333 After this event Jeroboam did not turn from his evil
ways, but made priests for the high places again from
among all the people. Any who would, he consecrated
to be priests of the high places. 3434 This matter became
sin to the house of Jeroboam, so as to cut it off and to
destroy it from the face of the earth.

Ahijah PrAhijah Prophesies Against Jerophesies Against Jeroboamoboam

At that time, Jeroboam’s son Abijah became
sick. 22 Jeroboam said to his wife, “Please get up

and disguise yourself, so that you will not be recog-
nized as the wife of Jeroboam, and go to Shiloh. There
you will find Ahijah the prophet, who told me that I
would be king over this people. 33 Take ten loaves,
cakes, and a jar of honey, and go to him. He will tell
you what will happen to our child.” 44 Jeroboam’s wife
did so and arose and went to Shiloh, to the house of
Ahijah.

But Ahijah could not see, for in his old age he had
gone blind. 55 The LORD said to Ahijah, “The wife of Jer-
oboam has come to ask you about her son, for he is
sick. You shall say thus and thus to her, for when she
comes, she will be disguised as another woman.”

66 And so when Ahijah heard the sound of her feet as
she came in the door, he said, “Come in, wife of Jer-
oboam. Why do you disguise yourself as another? I

have been sent to you with bad news. 77 Go tell Jer-
oboam, ‘Thus says the LORD God of Israel: I raised you
up from among the people and made you prince over
My people Israel, 88 and took the kingdom away from
the house of David and gave it you. Yet you have not
been as My servant David, who kept My command-
ments and who followed Me with all his heart to do
only that which was right in My eyes, 99 but you have
sinned more than all who were before you, for you
have gone and made other gods and molded images
and provoked Me to anger and have cast Me behind
your back.

1010 “‘Therefore I will bring disaster upon the house of
Jeroboam and will cut off from Jeroboam all males,
both slave and free in Israel, and will take away the
remnant of the house of Jeroboam, as a man takes
away refuse until it is all gone. 1111 Descendants of Jer-
oboam who die in the city will be eaten by dogs, and
those who die in the field will be eaten by the birds of
the air, for the LORD has spoken it.’

1212 “Arise therefore and go to your own house. When
your feet enter the city, the child will die. 1313 All Israel
will mourn for him and bury him, for he alone from
the house of Jeroboam will come to the grave, be-
cause in him there is found some good thing toward
the LORD God of Israel.

1414 “Moreover the LORD will raise up a king over Israel
who will destroy the house of Jeroboam this day and
from now on. 1515 For the LORD will smite Israel, as a
reed is shaken in the water, and He will uproot Israel
from this good land, which he gave to their fathers,
and will scatter them beyond the river, because they
have made their Asherah poles, provoking the LORD
to anger. 1616 He shall give Israel up because of the sins
of Jeroboam who sinned and who led Israel to sin.”

1717 Jeroboam’s wife arose and departed and came to
Tirzah. As she arrived at the threshold of the door, the
child died, 1818 and they buried him, and all Israel
mourned for him, according to the word of the LORD ,
which He spoke by the hand of His servant Ahijah the
prophet.

1919 The rest of the acts of Jeroboam, how he waged
war and how he reigned, are written in the book of the
chronicles of the kings of Israel. 2020 Jeroboam reigned
twenty-two years, and then he slept with his fathers,
and Nadab, his son, reigned in his stead.

Rehoboam, King of JudahRehoboam, King of Judah
2Ch 12:9–16

2121 Rehoboam the son of Solomon reigned in Judah.
Rehoboam was forty-one years old when he began to
reign, and he reigned seventeen years in Jerusalem,
the city which the LORD had chosen out of all the
tribes of Israel to put His name there. And his moth-
er’s name was Naamah, an Ammonitess.

2222 Judah did evil in the sight of the LORD , and the
people provoked Him to jealousy with the sins they
committed, even worse than their fathers had done.
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2323 For they also built high places and images and
Asherah poles on every high hill and under every
green tree. 2424 There were also male cult prostitutes in
the land, and they did according to all the abomina-
tions of the nations that the LORD cast out before the
children of Israel.

2525 In the fifth year of King Rehoboam, Shishak king of
Egypt came up against Jerusalem. 2626 He took away all
the treasures of the house of the LORD and the trea-
sures of the king’s house, even all the shields of gold
which Solomon had made. 2727 King Rehoboam replaced
them with bronze shields and committed them to the
hands of the chief of the guard who guarded the
king’s house. 2828 And whenever the king entered the
house of the LORD , the guards carried them and
brought them back into the guard chamber.

2929 Now the rest of the acts of Rehoboam and all that
he did, are they not written in the book of the chroni-
cles of the kings of Judah? 3030 There was war between
Rehoboam and Jeroboam all their days. 3131 Rehoboam
slept with his fathers and was buried with his fathers
in the City of David. And his mother’s name was
Naamah, an Ammonitess. And Abijah his son reigned
in his stead.

Abijah, King of JudahAbijah, King of Judah
2Ch 13:1–2; 13:22–14:1

Now in the eighteenth year of King Jeroboam
the son of Nebat, Abijah became king over Ju-

dah. 22 He reigned three years in Jerusalem. His moth-
er’s name was Maakah, the daughter of Abishalom.

33 He walked in all the sins of his father that he had
done before him, and his heart was not wholly devot-
ed to the LORD his God as the heart of his father David
had been. 44 Nevertheless, for David’s sake, the LORD
his God gave him a lamp in Jerusalem, to set up his
son after him and to establish Jerusalem, 55 because
David did that which was right in the eyes of the LORD
and did not turn aside from anything that He com-
manded him all the days of his life, except in the mat-
ter involving Uriah the Hittite.

66 The war begun between Rehoboam and Jeroboam
continued all the days of his life. 77 Now the rest of the
acts of Abijah and all that he did, are they not written
in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah?
And there was war between Abijah and Jeroboam.
88 Abijah slept with his fathers, and they buried him in
the City of David, and Asa his son reigned in his place.

Asa, King of JudahAsa, King of Judah
2Ch 14:2–3; 15:16–17:1

99 In the twentieth year of Jeroboam king of Israel,
Asa became king over Judah. 1010 He reigned forty-one
years in Jerusalem, and his grandmother’s name was
Maakah, the daughter of Abishalom.

1111 Asa did what was right in the eyes of the LORD ,
just as his father David had done. 1212 He expelled the
male cult prostitutes from the land and removed all

the idols that his fathers had made. 1313 In addition he
even deposed his grandmother Maakah as queen, be-
cause she had made an idol in a grove. Asa destroyed
her idol and burned it by the Kidron brook. 1414 But the
high places were not all removed, even though Asa’s
heart was wholly devoted to the LORD all his days.
1515 He brought into the house of the LORD the things
that both his father and he himself had dedicated, the
silver and gold and cups.

1616 There was war between Asa and Baasha king of Is-
rael all their days. 1717 Baasha king of Israel went up
against Judah and fortified Ramah so he could prevent
anyone from going out or coming in to Asa king of Ju-
dah.

1818 Then Asa took all the silver and the gold that were
left in the treasures of the house of the LORD , as well
as the treasures of the king’s house, and delivered
them into the hand of his servants, and he sent them
to Ben-Hadad, the son of Tabrimmon, the son of
Hezion, king of Aram, who lived at Damascus, saying,
1919 “There is a treaty between me and you and between
my father and your father. I have sent to you a present
of silver and gold. Come and break your treaty with
Baasha king of Israel, so he will depart from me.”

2020 So Ben-Hadad listened to King Asa and sent the
commanders of his armies against the cities of Israel
and conquered Ijon, Dan, Abel Beth Maakah, and all
Kinnereth, along with all the land of Naphtali. 2121 When
Baasha heard about it, he halted the fortification of
Ramah and moved to Tirzah. 2222 Then King Asa made a
proclamation throughout all Judah—none was ex-
empted—and they took away the stones of Ramah
and the timber with which Baasha had built, and King
Asa used them to build Geba of Benjamin as well as
Mizpah.

2323 The rest of all the acts of Asa and all his might and
all that he did and the cities that he built, are they not
written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Ju-
dah? When he was old, he got a disease in his feet.
2424 Asa then slept with his fathers and was buried with
them in the city of his father David, and Jehoshaphat
his son reigned in his place.

Nadab, King of IsrNadab, King of Israelael
2525 Nadab the son of Jeroboam began to reign over Is-

rael in the second year of Asa king of Judah and
reigned over Israel two years. 2626 He did evil in the sight
of the LORD and walked in the way of his father and in
his sin with which he made Israel to sin.

2727 Baasha the son of Ahijah of the house of Issachar
conspired against him, and Baasha killed him at Gib-
bethon, which belonged to the Philistines, for Nadab
and all Israel laid siege to Gibbethon. 2828 It was in the
third year of Asa king of Judah that Baasha killed him
and took his throne.

2929 When he became king, Baasha killed all the house
of Jeroboam. No one from Jeroboam’s family was left
breathing. He completely destroyed them, according
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to the word of the LORD which He spoke by His ser-
vant Ahijah the Shilonite, 3030 because of the sins of Jer-
oboam which he sinned and which he made Israel sin,
by his provocation with which he provoked the LORD
God of Israel to anger.

3131 Now the rest of the acts of Nadab and all that he
did, are they not written in the book of the chronicles
of the kings of Israel? 3232 And there was war between
Asa and Baasha king of Israel all their days.

Baasha, King of IsrBaasha, King of Israelael
3333 In the third year of Asa king of Judah, Baasha the

son of Ahijah began to reign over all Israel in Tirzah,
and he did soand he did so twenty-four years. 3434 He did evil in the
sight of the LORD and walked in the way of Jeroboam
and in his sin with which he made Israel to sin.

Then the word of the LORD came to Jehu the
son of Hanani against Baasha, saying, 22 “I exalt-

ed you out of the dust and made you prince over My
people Israel, and you have walked in the way of Jer-
oboam and have made My people Israel to sin, to pro-
voke Me to anger with their sins. 33 See, I will take away
the posterity of Baasha and the posterity of his house
and will make your house like the house of Jeroboam
the son of Nebat. 44 Those from the house of Baasha
who die in the city will be eaten by dogs, and those
who die in the fields will be eaten by the birds of the
air.”

55 Now the rest of the acts of Baasha and what he did
and his might, are they not written in the book of the
chronicles of the kings of Israel? 66 So Baasha slept with
his fathers and was buried in Tirzah, and Elah his son
reigned in his place.

77 And so it was by the hand of the prophet Jehu the
son of Hanani that the word of the LORD came against
Baasha and his house, for all the evil that he did in the
sight of the LORD in provoking Him to anger with the
work of his hands because he acted like the house of
Jeroboam and also because he killed it.

Elah, King of IsrElah, King of Israelael
88 In the twenty-sixth year of Asa king of Judah, Elah

the son of Baasha began to reign over Israel in Tirzah,
and he did soand he did so two years.

99 His servant Zimri, commander of half his chariots,
conspired against him, and when he was in Tirzah,
drinking himself drunk in the house of Arza, manager
of his house in Tirzah, 1010 Zimri went in and smote him
and killed him. This took place in the twenty-seventh
year of Asa king of Judah, and Zimri reigned in his
place.

1111 When he began to reign, as soon as he was seated
on his throne, he executed all the household of
Baasha. He left no males, neither of his relatives nor of
his friends. 1212 Thus Zimri destroyed all the house of
Baasha, according to the word of the LORD which He
spoke against Baasha by Jehu the prophet, 1313 because

of all the sins of Baasha and the sins of Elah his son,
by which they sinned and by which they made Israel to
sin in provoking the LORD God of Israel to anger with
their vanities.

1414 Now the rest of the acts of Elah and all that he did,
are they not written in the book of the chronicles of
the kings of Israel?

Zimri, King of IsrZimri, King of Israelael
1515 In the twenty-seventh year of Asa king of Judah,

Zimri reigned seven days in Tirzah. Now the troops
were encamped against Gibbethon, which belonged
to the Philistines. 1616 The troops who were encamped
heard how Zimri had conspired and had slain the king.
As a result, all Israel made Omri, the commander of
the army, king over Israel that day in the camp. 1717 Omri
went up from Gibbethon and all Israel with him, and
they besieged Tirzah. 1818 When Zimri saw that the city
had fallen, he went into the citadel of the king’s house
and burned the king’s house over him with fire, and he
died, 1919 because of his sins which he sinned in doing
evil in the sight of the LORD , in walking in the way of
Jeroboam and in his sin which he did to make Israel to
sin.

2020 Now the rest of the acts of Zimri and his treason,
are they not written in the book of the chronicles of
the kings of Israel?

Omri, King of IsrOmri, King of Israelael
2121 Then the people of Israel were divided into two

parts. Half of the people followed Tibni the son of Gi-
nath to make him king, and half followed Omri. 2222 But
the people who followed Omri defeated the people
who followed Tibni, the son of Ginath. So Tibni died,
and Omri reigned.

2323 In the thirty-first year of Asa king of Judah, Omri
began to reign over Israel, and he did soand he did so twelve years.
He reigned six years in Tirzah. 2424 He bought the hill of
Samaria from Shemer for two talents †† of silver. He for-
tified the hill and named the city he built after the
name of Shemer, owner of the hill, calling it “Samaria.”

2525 But Omri did evil in the eyes of the LORD and did
worse than all who preceded him, 2626 for he walked in
all the ways of Jeroboam the son of Nebat and in his
sin with which he made Israel to sin to provoke the
LORD God of Israel to anger with their vanities.

2727 Now the rest of the acts Omri performed and his
might that he showed, are they not written in the book
of the chronicles of the kings of Israel? 2828 So Omri slept
with his fathers and was buried in Samaria, and Ahab
his son reigned in his place.

Ahab Reigns in IsrAhab Reigns in Israelael
2929 In the thirty-eighth year of Asa king of Judah, Ahab

the son of Omri began to reign over Israel, and Ahab
the son of Omri reigned over Israel in Samaria twenty-

† About 150 pounds, or 68 kilograms.
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two years. 3030 Ahab the son of Omri did more evil in the
sight of the LORD than all who were before him. 3131 The
sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat were seen as minor
for him to walk in, for he took Jezebel the daughter of
Ethbaal, king of the Sidonians, as his wife and went
and served Baal and worshipped him. 3232 He raised an
altar for Baal in the house of Baal, which he had built
in Samaria. 3333 Ahab made an Asherah and did more to
provoke the LORD God of Israel to anger than all the
kings of Israel who preceded him.

3434 In his days, Hiel the Bethelite built Jericho. He laid
the foundation at the expense of his firstborn Abiram
and set up the gates at the cost of the life of his
youngest son Segub, according to the word of the
LORD , which He spoke by Joshua the son of Nun.

ElijahElijah’’s Prs Prediction of Drediction of Droughtought

Now Elijah the Tishbite, who was one of the in-
habitants of Gilead, said to Ahab, “As the LORD

God of Israel lives before whom I stand, there will not
be dew or rain these years except by my word.”

22 The word of the LORD came to him, saying, 33 “Go
from here and turn eastward and hide by the Kerith
brook, which is east of the Jordan. 44 You shall drink
from the brook, and I have commanded the ravens to
feed you there.”

55 So he went and did according to the word of the
LORD , for he went and lived by the Kerith brook,
which is east of the Jordan. 66 The ravens brought him
bread and meat in the morning and bread and meat in
the evening, and he drank from the brook.

The WidoThe Widow of Zarw of Zarephathephath
77 After some time, the brook dried up because there

had been no rain in the land. 88 The word of the LORD
came to him, saying, 99 “Arise, go to Zarephath, which
belongs to Sidon, and live there. I have commanded a
widow there to provide for you.” 1010 So he got up and
went to Zarephath, and when he came to the gate of
the city, a widow was there gathering sticks. He called
to her and said, “Please get a small cup of water for
me to drink.” 1111 As she was going to get it, he called to
her and said, “Please bring me a morsel of bread in
your hand.”

1212 She said, “As the LORD your God lives, I do not
have bread, but only a handful of meal in a barrel and
a little oil in a jar. I am gathering two sticks, that I can
go in and make it for me and my son, so we may eat it
and die.”

1313 Elijah said to her, “Do not fear; go and do as you
have said, but make a little cake for me first, and bring
it to me, and afterward, make some for your son and
you, 1414 for thus says the LORD God of Israel: The barrel
of meal will not run out, nor will the jar of oil empty,
until the day that the LORD sends rain upon the
earth.”

1515 She went and did what Elijah told her to do, and
she, he, and her household ate many days. 1616 The bar-
rel of meal did not run out, nor did the jar of oil empty,
according to the word of the LORD , which He spoke
by Elijah.

1717 Later on, the son of the woman, the mistress of
the house, became terribly sick, so much so that he
had no breath left in him. 1818 She said to Elijah, “What
do I have to do with you, O you man of God? Have you
come to remind me of my sin and to kill my son?”

1919 And he said to her, “Give me your son,” and he
took him out of her arms and carried him up to a loft
where he slept and laid him on his own bed. 2020 He
cried to the LORD and said, “O LORD , my God, have
You brought tragedy upon the widow with whom I live
by killing her son?” 2121 And he stretched himself upon
the child three times and cried to the LORD and said,
“O LORD , my God, I pray that You let this child’s soul
come into him again.”

2222 The LORD heard the voice of Elijah, and the soul of
the child came into him again, and he was revived.
2323 Elijah took the child and brought him down out of
the chamber into the house and returned him to his
mother, and Elijah said, “See, your son lives!”

2424 The woman said to Elijah, “Now, because of this, I
know that you are a man of God, and that the word of
the LORD in your mouth is truth!”

Elijah ConfrElijah Confronts Ahabonts Ahab

After many days, in the third year, the word of
the LORD came to Elijah, saying, “Go and pre-

sent yourself to Ahab, and I will send rain upon the
earth.” 22 Elijah went to show himself to Ahab.

And there was a great famine in Samaria. 33 Ahab
called Obadiah, who was the governor of his house.
(Now Obadiah feared the LORD greatly. 44 When Jezebel
killed the prophets of the LORD , Obadiah took a hun-
dred prophets and hid them in groups of fifty in a cave
and fed them with bread and water.) 55 And Ahab said
to Obadiah, “Go into the land, to all the springs of wa-
ter and to all the brooks. Perhaps we will find grass to
save the horses and mules, so that we do not lose all
the beasts.” 66 So they divided the land between them
to search throughout it. Ahab went one way by him-
self, and Obadiah went another way by himself.

77 As Obadiah was going along, he met Elijah, and he
recognized him and fell on his face and said, “Is that
you, my lord Elijah?”

88 And he answered him, “I am. Go, tell your lord, ‘Eli-
jah is here.’”

99 He said, “What evil have I done that you would
hand your servant into the hand of Ahab to put me to
death? 1010 As the LORD your God lives, there is no na-
tion or kingdom where my lord has not looked for you,
and when they said, ‘He is not here,’ he made the king-
dom and nation swear that they could not find you,
1111 and now you say, ‘Go, tell your lord, “Elijah is here!” ’
1212 As soon as I am gone from you, the Spirit of the
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LORD will carry you to a place I do not know, and so
when I come and tell Ahab and he cannot find you, he
will execute me. But I, your servant, have feared the
LORD since my youth. 1313 Were you not told what I did
when Jezebel killed the prophets of the LORD , how I
hid a hundred men of the LORD ’s prophets in groups
of fifty in a cave and fed them with bread and water?
1414 And now you say, ‘Go, tell your lord, “Elijah is here,” ’
and he will execute me.”

1515 Elijah said, “As the LORD of Hosts lives, before
whom I stand, I will surely show myself to him today.”

Elijah and the PrElijah and the Prophets of Baalophets of Baal
1616 So Obadiah went to meet Ahab and told him. And

Ahab went to meet Elijah. 1717 When Ahab saw Elijah,
Ahab said to him, “Are you he that troubles Israel?”

1818 And he answered, “I have not troubled Israel, but
you and your father’s house, in that you have forsaken
the commandments of the LORD and you have fol-
lowed the Baals. 1919 Now send word out and gather for
me all Israel on Mount Carmel, along with the four
hundred and fifty prophets of Baal and the four hun-
dred prophets of Asherah who eat at Jezebel’s table.”

2020 So Ahab called out all the children of Israel and
gathered the prophets together on Mount Carmel.
2121 Elijah came to all the people and said, “How long will
you stay between two opinions? If the LORD is God,
follow Him, but if Baal, then follow him.”

And the people did not say a word.
2222 Then Elijah said to the people, “I alone remain a

prophet of the LORD , but Baal’s prophets number
four hundred and fifty men. 2323 Therefore, let them give
us two bulls, and let them choose one bull for them-
selves and cut it in pieces and lay it on some wood,
but do not light a fire under it, and I will prepare the
other bull, lay it on some wood, and not light a fire un-
derneath it. 2424 And you call on the name of your gods,
and I will call on the name of the LORD , and the God
that answers by fire, let Him be God.”

And all the people answered and said, “It is well spo-
ken.”

2525 Elijah said to the prophets of Baal, “Choose one
bull for yourselves and prepare it first, for there are
many of you, and call on the name of your god, but do
not light a fire underneath.”

2626 They took the bull which was given to them, and
they prepared it and called on the name of Baal from
morning until noon, saying, “O Baal, hear us.” But
there was no voice, and no one answered. And they
leaped upon the altar which was made.

2727 By noon, Elijah mocked them, saying, “Cry out
loud, for he is a god. Either he is talking or is gone
away or is on a journey, or perhaps he is asleep and
needs to be awakened.” 2828 They cried out loud and cut
themselves with knives and spears according to their
custom until the blood gushed out on them. 2929 And as
midday passed, they prophesied until the time of the

offering of the evening sacrifice. But there was no
voice. No one answered; no one paid attention.

3030 Elijah said to all the people, “Come near to me.”
And all the people came near to him. And he repaired
the altar of the LORD that was broken down. 3131 Elijah
took twelve stones, according to the number of the
tribes of the sons of Jacob, to whom the word of the
LORD came saying, “Israel shall be your name,” 3232 and
he built an altar in the name of the LORD with stones,
and he made a trench around the altar, so deep that it
could contain two seahs †† of seed. 3333 He arranged the
wood and cut the bull in pieces and laid him on the
wood and said, “Fill four barrels with water, and pour it
on the burnt sacrifice and on the wood.”

3434 He said, “Do it a second time,” and they did it a sec-
ond time.

And he said, “Do it a third time,” and they did it the
third time. 3535 The water ran all around the altar and al-
so filled the trench with water.

3636 At the time of the offering of the evening sacrifice,
Elijah the prophet came near and said, “The LORD ,
God of Abraham, Isaac, and of Israel, let it be known
this day that You are God in Israel and that I am Your
servant and that I have done all these things at Your
word. 3737 Hear me, O LORD , hear me, so that this peo-
ple may know that You are the LORD God and that You
have turned their hearts back again.”

3838 Then the fire of the LORD fell and consumed the
burnt sacrifice and the wood and the stones and the
dust and licked up the water that was in the trench.

3939 When all the people saw it, they fell on their faces
and said, “The LORD , He is God! The LORD , He is
God!”

4040 Elijah said to them, “Arrest the prophets of Baal,
and do not let one of them escape.” And they arrested
them, and Elijah brought them down to the Kishon
brook and executed them there.

End of the DrEnd of the Droughtought
4141 Elijah said to Ahab, “Get up, eat and drink, for

there is a sound of a heavy rainfall.” 4242 So Ahab got up
to eat and drink. And Elijah went up to the top of
Carmel, and he threw himself down on the ground
and put his face between his knees.

4343 And he said to his servant, “Go up now, and look
toward the sea.”

And he went up and looked and said, “There is noth-
ing.”

And he said, “Go again,” seven times.
4444 On the seventh time, he said, “A small cloud as

small as a man’s hand is rising out of the sea.”
And he said, “Go up and say to Ahab, ‘Mount your

chariot and get down, so that the rain does not stop
you.’”

4545 In the meantime, the sky turned black with clouds
and wind, and there was a great rain. And Ahab rode
and went to Jezreel. 4646 The hand of the LORD was on

† Likely about 24 pounds, or 11 kilograms.
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Elijah, and he girded up his loins and ran ahead of
Ahab to the entrance of Jezreel.

Elijah Flees FrElijah Flees From Jeom Jezebelzebel

And Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done
and how he had executed all the prophets with

the sword. 22 Then Jezebel sent a messenger to Elijah,
saying, “So let the gods do to me and more also, if I do
not make your life as the life of one of them by tomor-
row about this time.”

33 When he saw that she was serious, he arose and
ran for his life to Beersheba, which belongs to Judah,
and left his servant there. 44 But he went a day’s jour-
ney into the wilderness and came and sat down under
a juniper tree and asked that he might die, saying, “It
is enough! Now, O LORD , take my life, for I am not
better than my fathers.”

55 As he lay and slept under the juniper tree, an angel
touched him and said to him, “Arise and eat.” 66 He
looked, and there was a cake baked on coals and a jar
of water at his head. And he ate and drank and then
lay down again.

77 The angel of the LORD came again a second time
and touched him and said, “Arise and eat, because the
journey is too great for you.” 88 He arose and ate and
drank and went in the strength of that food forty days
and forty nights to Horeb, the mountain of God.

Elijah Hears theElijah Hears the LLORDORD
99 He came to a cave and camped there, and the word

of the LORD came to him, and He said to him, “Why
are you here, Elijah?”

1010 And he said, “I have been very zealous for the
LORD , Lord of Hosts, for the children of Israel have
forsaken Your covenant, thrown down Your altars, and
killed Your prophets with the sword, and I alone am
left, and they seek to take my life.”

1111 He said, “Go and stand on the mountain before the
LORD .”

And, behold, the LORD passed by, and a great and
strong wind split the mountains and broke in pieces
the rocks before the LORD , but the LORD was not in
the wind. And after the wind, an earthquake came, but
the LORD was not in the earthquake. 1212 And after the
earthquake, a fire came, but the LORD was not in the
fire, and after the fire, a still, small voice. 1313 When Elijah
heard it, he wrapped his face in his cloak and went out
and stood in the entrance to the cave.

And a voice came to him and said, “Why are you
here, Elijah?”

1414 And he said, “I have been very zealous for the
LORD , Lord of Hosts, because the children of Israel
have forsaken Your covenant, thrown down Your al-
tars, and killed your prophets with the sword, and I
alone am left, and they seek to take my life.”

1515 The LORD said to him, “Go, return on the road
through the Wilderness of Damascus, and when you

arrive, anoint Hazael to be king over Aram. 1616 And you
shall anoint Jehu, the son of Nimshi, to be king over Is-
rael, and you shall anoint Elisha, the son of Shaphat of
Abel Meholah, to be prophet in your place. 1717 He who
escapes the sword of Hazael will be killed by Jehu, and
he who escapes the sword of Jehu will be killed by El-
isha. 1818 Still, I have preserved seven thousand men in
Israel for Myself, all of whose knees have not bowed to
Baal and whose mouths have not kissed him.”

The Call of ElishaThe Call of Elisha
1919 So he departed from there and found Elisha the

son of Shaphat, who was plowing with twelve yoke of
oxen before him and he with the twelfth, and Elijah
passed by him and threw his cloak on him. 2020 He left
the oxen and ran after Elijah and said, “Please let me
kiss my father and mother, and then I will follow you.”

And he said to him, “Go back, for what have I done
to you?”

2121 So he returned from following him and took a yoke
of oxen and sacrificed them and boiled their flesh with
the yokes from the oxen and gave it to the people, and
they ate. Then he got up and went after Elijah and
ministered to him.

Ben-Hadad Attacks SamariaBen-Hadad Attacks Samaria

Now Ben-Hadad the king of Aram gathered his
army together. Thirty-two kings were with him,

with horses and chariots, and he went up and be-
sieged Samaria and fought against it. 22 He sent mes-
sengers into the city to Ahab king of Israel and said to
him, “Thus says Ben-Hadad: 33 Your silver and gold is
mine, as are your most attractive wives and children.”

44 The king of Israel answered, “My lord, O king, just
as you have said, I and all that I own are yours.”

55 The messengers came again and said, “Thus says
Ben-Hadad: Although I have said that you must give
me your silver and gold, your wives and your children,
66 instead I will send my servants tomorrow about this
time, and they will search your house and the houses
of your servants, and whatever is precious to you, they
will put it in their hands and take it away.”

77 Then the king of Israel called all the elders of the
land and said, “Please notice how this man is looking
for trouble, for he has demanded I give him my wives
and children and my silver and gold, and I have not
denied his request.”

88 All the elders and all the people said to him, “Do
not listen to him or consent to his demands.”

99 Therefore he said to the messengers of Ben-Hadad,
“Tell my lord the king: I will comply with the first re-
quest of your servant, but this thing I will not do.” And
the messengers departed and brought him word
again.

1010 Then Ben-Hadad sent messengersmessengers to him and said,
“The gods do to me and then some if the dust of
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Samaria shall suffice for handfuls for all the people
who follow me.”

1111 The king of Israel answered, “Tell him: Let not he
who puts on his armorhis armor boast himself as he who takes
itit off.”

1212 When Ben-Hadad heard this message as he was
drinking with the kings in the pavilions, he said to his
servants, “Station yourselves!” And they stationed
themselves against the city.

Ahab Defeats Ben-HadadAhab Defeats Ben-Hadad
1313 Then a prophet came to Ahab king of Israel, say-

ing, “Thus says the LORD : Have you seen this great
multitude? See, I will deliver it into your hand this day,
and you shall know that I am the LORD .”

1414 Ahab asked, “By whom?”
And he said, “Thus says the LORD : By the young

leaders of the provinces.”
Then he said, “Who shall order the battle?”
And he answered, “You.”
1515 Then he counted the young leaders of the

provinces, and they were two hundred and thirty-two,
and after them he counted all the people, all the chil-
dren of Israel, and had seven thousand. 1616 They went
out at noon. But Ben-Hadad and the thirty-two kings
who helped him were getting drunk in the pavilions.
1717 The young leaders of the provinces went out first.

Ben-Hadad sent out scouts, and they told him, “Men
from Samaria have come out.”

1818 He said, “If they have come out peacefully, take
them alive, and if they have come out for battle, take
them alive.”

1919 So these young leaders of the provinces came out
of the city, followed by the army. 2020 Each one killed his
man, and the Arameans fled with Israel pursuing
them, but Ben-Hadad, the king of Aram, escaped on a
horse with the horsemen. 2121 The king of Israel went
out and attacked the horses and chariots and killed a
great number of Arameans.

2222 The prophet came to the king of Israel and said,
“Go, strengthen yourself and prepare, and see what
you do, for next year the king of Aram will come up
against you.”

2323 The servants of the king of Aram said to him,
“Their gods are gods of the hills. That is why they were
stronger than us, but if we fight against them in the
plain, we will surely be stronger than they. 2424 Do this:
Dismiss the kings, each from his position, and put
commanders in their places, 2525 and assemble an army
like the army that you lost, horse for horse and chariot
for chariot, and we will fight them in the plain and will
surely be stronger than they.” And he listened to their
advice and followed it.

2626 The next year Ben-Hadad assembled the
Arameans and went up to Aphek to fight against Is-
rael. 2727 The children of Israel were assembled and were
all present, and they went against them, and the chil-

dren of Israel camped in front of them like two little
flocks of kids, while the Arameans filled the country.

2828 A man of God came and spoke to the king of Israel
and said, “Thus says the LORD : Because the Arameans
have said, ‘The LORD is God of the hills, but He is not
God of the valleys,’ I will deliver all this great multitude
into your hand, and you will know that I am the LORD
.”

2929 They camped opposite each other for seven days,
and on the seventh day, the battle was joined. The
children of Israel killed a hundred thousand Aramean
footmen in one day. 3030 But the rest fled into the city of
Aphek, where a wall fell on twenty-seven thousand of
the men who were left. And Ben-Hadad fled and came
into the city into an inner chamber.

3131 His servants said to him, “We have heard that the
kings of the house of Israel are merciful kings. Please
let us put sackcloth on our loins and ropes on our
heads and go out to the king of Israel. Perhaps he will
spare your life.”

3232 So they girded sackcloth on their loins and put
ropes on their heads and came to the king of Israel
and said, “Your servant Ben-Hadad says, ‘Please let me
live.’”

And he said, “Is he still alive? He is my brother!”
3333 Now the men were diligently looking for a positive

sign and quickly took hold of it, and they said, “Your
brother Ben-Hadad!”

Then he said, “Go. You bring him.” Then Ben-Hadad
came to him and got into the chariot.

3434 Ben-Hadad said to him, “I will restore the cities
which my father took from your father, and you shall
make streets for yourself in Damascus, as my father
made in Samaria.”

Then Ahab said, “I will send you away with this
covenant.” So he made a covenant with him and sent
him away.

A PrA Prophet Condemns Ahabophet Condemns Ahab
3535 Speaking in the word of the LORD , a certain man

of the sons of the prophets said to his neighbor,
“Strike me, please.” But the man refused to strike him.

3636 Then he said to him, “Because you have not
obeyed the voice of the LORD , as soon as you leave
me, a lion will kill you.” And as soon as he left him, a li-
on found and killed him.

3737 Then he found another man and said, “Strike me,
please.” And the man struck him so that he was
wounded. 3838 So the prophet departed and waited by
the road for the king and disguised himself with ashes
on his face. 3939 As the king passed by, he cried to the
king and said, “Your servant went out into the midst of
the battle, and a man turned aside and brought a man
to me and said, ‘Keep this man, and if by any means
he goes missing, then your life shall be given for his
life, or else you shall pay a talent †† of silver.’ 4040 As your
servant was busy here and there, he disappeared.”

† About 75 pounds, or 34 kilograms.
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And the king of Israel said to him, “So shall your
judgment be; you have decided it yourself.”

4141 He quickly took the ashes away from his face, and
the king of Israel recognized him as one of the
prophets. 4242 He said to him, “Thus says the LORD , ‘Be-
cause you have let go out of your hand a man whom I
had appointed to utter destruction, you shall pay for
his life with your life and his people with your people.’”
4343 The king of Israel went to his house in Samaria an-
gry and depressed.

NabothNaboth’’s Vines Vineyaryardd

Now Naboth the Jezreelite had a vineyard in
Jezreel right by the palace of Ahab king of

Samaria. 22 And after this Ahab spoke to Naboth, say-
ing, “Give me your vineyard, so that I can have it for a
garden of herbs, because it is near to my house, and I
will give you a better vineyard for it, or if you prefer, I
will give you its worth in money.”

33 Naboth said to Ahab, “The LORD forbid that I
should give you the inheritance of my fathers.”

44 Ahab returned home angry and depressed because
of the answer Naboth the Jezreelite had given him, for
he had said, “I will not give you the inheritance of my
fathers.” He lay down on his bed and sulked and
would not eat any bread.

55 But Jezebel his wife came to him and said, “Why is
your spirit so sad that you refuse to eat bread?”

66 And he said to her, “Because I spoke to Naboth the
Jezreelite and said to him, ‘Give me your vineyard for
money; or else, if you prefer, I will give you another
vineyard for it.’ And he answered, ‘I will not give you
my vineyard.’”

77 Jezebel his wife said to him, “Are you not the gover-
nor of the kingdom of Israel? Get up and eat bread,
and let your heart be happy, for I will get the vineyard
of Naboth the Jezreelite for you.”

88 So she wrote letters in Ahab’s name and sealed
them with his seal and sent the letters to the elders
and to the nobles that were in the city where Naboth
lived. 99 In the letters she wrote,

“Proclaim a fast, and set Naboth on high among the
people, 1010 and set two men, sons of Belial, †† before
him, to bear witness against him, saying, ‘You blas-
phemed God and the king.’ And then carry him out
and stone him, so that he will die.”

1111 The men of his city, the elders and the nobles who
lived in his city, did as Jezebel had sent word to them,
as it was written in the letters that she had sent to
them. 1212 They proclaimed a fast and set Naboth on
high among the people. 1313 Two men, children of Belial,
came in and sat in front of him, and the men of Belial
witnessed against Naboth in the presence of the peo-
ple, saying, “Naboth blasphemed God and the king.”
Then they carried him out of the city and stoned him
to death. 1414 Then they sent word to Jezebel, saying,
“Naboth has been stoned and is dead.”

† a evil men.

1515 When Jezebel heard that Naboth had been stoned
and was dead, she said to Ahab, “Arise, take posses-
sion of the vineyard of Naboth the Jezreelite, which he
refused to sell to you for money, for Naboth is not
alive, but dead.” 1616 When Ahab heard that Naboth was
dead, he got up to go down to the vineyard of Naboth
the Jezreelite, to take possession of it.

TheThe LLORDORD Condemns AhabCondemns Ahab
1717 The word of the LORD came to Elijah the Tishbite,

saying: 1818 Arise, go down to meet Ahab, king of Israel,
who is in Samaria. He is now in the vineyard of
Naboth, where he has gone down to possess it. 1919 You
shall speak to him, saying, “Thus says the LORD : Have
you killed and also taken possession?” And you shall
speak to him, saying, “Thus says the LORD : In the
place where dogs licked the blood of Naboth, dogs will
lick your own blood!”

2020 Ahab said to Elijah, “Have you found me, my ene-
my?”

And he answered, “I have found you, because you
have sold yourself to work evil in the sight of the LORD
. 2121 ‘See, I will bring disaster upon you and will take
away your posterity and will cut off all your males,
both free and slave, who are left in Israel, 2222 and will
make your house like the house of Jeroboam the son
of Nebat and like the house of Baasha the son of Ahi-
jah, for the provocation with which you have provoked
Me to anger and made Israel to sin.’

2323 “The LORD also spoke of Jezebel, saying, ‘The dogs
will eat Jezebel by the wall of Jezreel.’

2424 “Those from Ahab’s family who die in the city will
be eaten by dogs, and those who die in the field will
be eaten by birds of the air.”

2525 But there were none compared to Ahab, who sold
himself to evil deeds in the sight of the LORD , which
Jezebel his wife stirred up. 2626 He performed the most
abominable act in following idols like the Amorites,
whom the LORD cast out before the children of Israel.

2727 When Ahab heard those words, he tore his clothes
and put on sackcloth on his flesh and fasted and lay in
sackcloth and walked meekly.

2828 The word of the LORD came to Elijah the Tishbite,
saying, 2929 “See how Ahab humbles himself before Me?
Because he humbles himself before Me, I will not
bring the disaster during his lifetime, but during his
son’s lifetime I will bring the disaster on his house-
hold.”

Micaiah PrMicaiah Prophesies Against Ahabophesies Against Ahab
2Ch 18:1–27

And there were three years without war be-
tween Aram and Israel. 22 In the third year, Je-

hoshaphat king of Judah went to visit the king of Is-
rael. 33 The king of Israel said to his servants, “You know
that Ramoth in Gilead is ours, but we have done noth-
ing to take it out of the hand of the king of Aram!”
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44 And he said to Jehoshaphat, “Will you go with me to
battle Ramoth Gilead?”

And Jehoshaphat said to the king of Israel, “I am as
you are, my people as your people, my horses as your
horses.” 55 Jehoshaphat said to the king of Israel,
“Please ask for a word from the LORD today.”

66 Then the king of Israel gathered the prophets to-
gether, approximately four hundred men, and said to
them, “Shall I go against Ramoth Gilead to battle, or
shall I wait?”

And they said, “Go up, for the Lord shall deliver it in-
to the hand of the king.”

77 Jehoshaphat said, “Is there not a prophet of the
LORD here whom we can ask?”

88 And the king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, “There is
still one man, Micaiah the son of Imlah, by whom we
can inquire of the LORD . But I hate him because he
never prophesies good for me, but always evil.”

And Jehoshaphat said, “Let not the king say so.”
99 Then the king of Israel called an officer and said,

“Quickly, bring Micaiah the son of Imlah.”
1010 The king of Israel and Jehoshaphat the king of Ju-

dah eacheach put on his robes and sat on his throne at the
entrance of the gate of Samaria, and all the prophets
prophesied before them. 1111 Zedekiah the son of Ke-
naanah made horns of iron and said, “Thus says the
LORD : With these you shall push the Arameans until
you have consumed them.”

1212 All the prophets prophesied similarly, saying, “Go
up to Ramoth Gilead and prosper, for the LORD will
deliver it into the king’s hand.”

1313 The servant who had gone to get Micaiah spoke to
him, saying, “See here, the words of the prophets
unanimously declare success for the king. Please let
your word be like the word of one of them, and speak
that which is good.”

1414 Micaiah said, “As the LORD lives, I will speak what-
ever the LORD says to me.”

1515 So he came to the king. And the king said to him,
“Micaiah, shall we go against Ramoth Gilead to battle,
or shall we wait?”

And he answered him, “Go and prosper, for the
LORD will deliver it into the hand of the king.”

1616 The king said to him, “How many times must I ad-
monish you to tell me only the truth in the name of
the LORD ?”

1717 And he said, “I saw all Israel scattered upon the
hills, as sheep without a shepherd, and the LORD said,
‘These have no master. Let every man return to his
own house in peace.’”

1818 The king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, “Did I not
tell you that he would not prophesy good concerning
me, but evil?”

1919 And he said, “Hear, therefore, the word of the
LORD : I saw the LORD sitting on His throne, and all
the host of heaven standing beside Him on His right
hand and on His left. 2020 The LORD said, ‘Who will per-

suade Ahab so that he will go up and die at Ramoth
Gilead?’

“And one said this, and another said that. 2121 Then a
spirit came forth and stood before the LORD and said,
‘I will persuade him.’

2222 “The LORD said to him, ‘How?’
“And he said, ‘I will go and be a lying spirit in the

mouth of all his prophets.’
“And He said, ‘You will be successful and persuade

him. Go forth, and do so.’
2323 “Now therefore, the LORD has put a lying spirit in

the mouths of all your prophets here, and He has spo-
ken evil concerning you!”

2424 Then Zedekiah the son of Kenaanah walked up
and struck Micaiah on the cheek and said, “Which way
did the spirit of the LORD go from me in order to
speak to you?”

2525 And Micaiah said, “You will see in that day, when
you go into an inner chamber to hide.”

2626 The king of Israel said, “Take Micaiah back to Amon
the governor of the city and to Joash the king’s son,
2727 and say, ‘Thus says the king: Put this man in the
prison, and feed him with reduced rations of bread
and water until I return safely.’”

2828 Micaiah said, “If you return safely, the LORD has
not spoken through me.” And he said, “Listen, all you
people!”

Ahab Dies in BattleAhab Dies in Battle
2Ch 18:28–34

2929 So the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat the king of
Judah went up to Ramoth Gilead. 3030 The king of Israel
said to Jehoshaphat, “I will disguise myself and enter
into the battle, but you wear your robes.” And the king
of Israel disguised himself and went into the battle.

3131 But the king of Aram ordered his thirty-two com-
manders who had control over his chariots, saying,
“Fight neither against small nor great, but only against
the king of Israel.” 3232 So when the commanders of the
chariots saw Jehoshaphat, they said, “Surely it is the
king of Israel.” And they turned aside to fight against
him, and Jehoshaphat cried out. 3333 When the comman-
ders of the chariots realized that it was not the king of
Israel, they turned away from pursuing him.

3434 A certain man drew a bow at random and struck
the king of Israel between the joints of the armor, and
because of this, he said to the driver of his chariot,
“Turn around and carry me out of the battle, for I am
wounded.” 3535 The battle intensified that day, and the
king was propped up in his chariot against the
Arameans and died that evening, and the blood ran
out of the wound into the floor of the chariot. 3636 A
proclamation went throughout the army as the sun
was setting, saying, “Every man is to return to his city,
and every man is to return to his own country.”

3737 So the king died and was brought to Samaria, and
they buried him there. 3838 The chariot was washed in
the pool of Samaria, and the dogs licked up the king’s
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blood, and they washed his armor according to the
word which the LORD spoke.

3939 Now the rest of the acts of Ahab and all that he did
and the ivory house that he built and all the cities that
he built, are they not written in the book of the chroni-
cles of the kings of Israel? 4040 So Ahab slept with his fa-
thers. And Ahaziah his son reigned in his place.

Jehoshaphat, King of JudahJehoshaphat, King of Judah
2Ch 20:31–21:1

4141 Jehoshaphat the son of Asa began to reign over Ju-
dah in the fourth year of Ahab king of Israel. 4242 Je-
hoshaphat was thirty-five years old when he began to
reign, and he reigned twenty-five years in Jerusalem.
His mother’s name was Azubah, the daughter of Shil-
hi. 4343 He walked in all the ways of Asa his father. He did
not turn aside, doing that which was right in the eyes
of the LORD . Nevertheless, the high places were not
taken down, and the people continued to offer sacri-sacri-
ficesfices and burn incense there. 4444 So Jehoshaphat made
peace with the king of Israel.

4545 Now the rest of the acts of Jehoshaphat and the
strength he showed and how he warred, are they not
written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Ju-
dah? 4646 And he exterminated from the land the rem-

nant of the male cult prostitutes who remained in the
days of his father Asa. 4747 At that time there was no king
in Edom, and a regent sat in the king’s place.

4848 Jehoshaphat made ships of Tarshish to go to Ophir
for gold, but they never made it there, for the ships
were broken at Ezion Geber. 4949 Then Ahaziah the son
of Ahab said to Jehoshaphat, “Let my servants go with
your servants in the ships.” But Jehoshaphat did not
agree.

5050 Jehoshaphat slept with his fathers and was buried
with his fathers in the City of David his father, and Je-
horam his son reigned in his place.

Ahaziah, King of IsrAhaziah, King of Israelael
5151 Ahaziah the son of Ahab began to reign over Israel

in Samaria the seventeenth year of Jehoshaphat king
of Judah, and he reigned two years over Israel. 5252 He
did evil in the sight of the LORD and walked in the way
of his father and in the way of his mother and in the
way of Jeroboam the son of Nebat who made Israel
sin, 5353 for he served Baal and worshipped him and pro-
voked the LORD God of Israel to anger, according to
all that his father had done.
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2 KINGS2 KINGS
The second book of Kings was likely written between 560 and 540 BC. The theme is a history of the kingdoms
of Judah and Israel. Jewish tradition has Jeremiah as the author, writing it while in Babylon during the exile. The
setting is the northern kingdom of Israel and the southern kingdom of Judah, and covers approximately 400
years. Major events include the fall of the northern kingdom of Israel in 722 BC, the fall of Judah and the de-
struction of Jerusalem in 586 BC, and the captivity in Babylon. The reigns of both wicked and righteous kings in
Judah and Israel are documented, as well as the prophetic ministries of Elijah and Elisha.

God Judges AhaziahGod Judges Ahaziah

Then Moab rebelled against Israel after the death
of Ahab. 22 Ahaziah fell down through a lattice in

his upper chamber that was in Samaria and became
ill. So he sent messengers and said to them, “Go, in-
quire of Baal-Zebub the god of Ekron whether I will re-
cover from this illness.”

33 But the angel of the LORD said to Elijah the Tish-
bite, “Arise, go up to meet the messengers of the king
of Samaria, and say to them, ‘Is it because there is not
a God in Israel, that you go to inquire of Baal-Zebub
the god of Ekron?’ 44 Therefore thus says the LORD ,
‘You will not come down from the bed on which you
have gone up but will surely die.’” Then Elijah depart-
ed.

55 When the messengers returned to the king, he said
to them, “Why have you returned?”

66 And they said to him, “A man came up to meet us
and said to us, ‘Go, return to the king that sent you
and say to him: Thus says the LORD : Is it because
there is no God in Israel that you are sending to in-
quire of Baal-Zebub the god of Ekron? Therefore you
will not come down from the bed on which you have
gone up, but you will surely die.’”

77 He said to them, “What sort of man was he who
came up to meet you and told you these things?”

88 They answered him, “He was a hairy man with a
leather belt around his waist.”

He said, “It was Elijah the Tishbite.”
99 Then the king sent to him a captain of fifty with his

fifty men. He went up to Elijah, and there he was, sit-
ting on the top of a hill, and he said to him, “Man of
God, the king says, ‘Come down.’”

1010 But Elijah answered the captain of fifty: “If I am a
man of God, then let fire come down from heaven and
consume you and your fifty men.” Then fire came
down from heaven and consumed him and his fifty
men.

1111 Again the king sent to him another captain of fifty
with his fifty men. He said, “Man of God, thus says the
king: Come down quickly.”

1212 Elijah answered them, “If I am a man of God, let
fire come down from heaven and consume you and
your fifty men.” Then the fire of God came down from
heaven and consumed him and his fifty men.

1313 Then again the king sent a third captain of fifty
with his fifty men. The third captain of fifty went up,
came and fell on his knees before Elijah, and pleaded
with him, “Man of God, may my life and the life of
these fifty servants of yours be precious in your sight.
1414 See, fire came down from heaven and consumed the
two captains of the former fifties with their fifty men.
May my life now be precious in your sight.”

1515 Then the angel of the LORD said to Elijah, “Go
down with him. Do not be afraid of him.” So he arose
and went down with him to the king.

1616 Then he said to him, “Thus says the LORD : Have
you sent messengers to inquire of Baal-Zebub the god
of Ekron, because there is no God in Israel to inquire
of His word? Therefore you will not come down from
the bed on which you have gone up, but you will sure-
ly die.” 1717 So he died according to the word of the LORD
which Elijah had spoken.

Then Jehoram †† reigned in his place in the second
year of Jehoram son of Jehoshaphat, king of Judah, be-
cause he had no son. 1818 Now the rest of the acts of
Ahaziah which he did, are they not written in the book
of the chronicles of the kings of Israel?

Elijah Ascends to HeavenElijah Ascends to Heaven

Then when the LORD was about to take Elijah up
to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah went with Elisha

from Gilgal. 22 Elijah said to Elisha, “Tarry here, I ask
you, for the LORD has sent me to Bethel.”

But Elisha said to him, “As the LORD lives, and as you
live, I will not leave you.” So they went down to Bethel.

33 The sons of the prophets who were at Bethel came
out to Elisha and said to him, “Do you know that today
the LORD is taking away your master from you?”

And he said, “Yes, I know. Keep silent.”
44 Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here, for the LORD

has sent me to Jericho.”
† in 1Ch 3:11; 26:24.
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And he said, “As the LORD lives, and as you live, I will
not leave you.” So they entered Jericho.

55 The sons of the prophets who were at Jericho ap-
proached Elisha and said to him, “Do you know that to-
day the LORD is taking away your master from you?”

And he said, “Yes, I know. Keep silent.”
66 Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here, for the LORD

has sent me to the Jordan.”
And he said, “As the LORD lives, and as you live, I will

not leave you.” And the two of them went on.
77 Fifty men of the sons of the prophets went and

stood at a distance, and the two of them stood by the
Jordan. 88 Then Elijah took his robe and rolled it up and
struck the water, and it was divided from one side to
the other. Then the two of them crossed on dry
ground.

99 And as they were crossing, Elijah said to Elisha, “Ask
for something, and I will do it for you before I am tak-
en away from you.”

And Elisha said, “Let a double portion of your spirit
be upon me.”

1010 He said, “You have asked for a difficult thing, but if
you see me when I am taken from you, it will happen
to you. If not, it will not.”

1111 As they continued walking and talking, a chariot of
fire and horses of fire separated the two of them, and
Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven. 1212 Elisha
was watching and crying, “My father, my father, the
chariot of Israel and its horsemen!” And he did not see
him again. Then he grabbed his own clothes and tore
them in two pieces.

1313 He picked up the robe of Elijah that fell from him,
and he returned and stood on the bank of the Jordan.
1414 And he took the robe of Elijah that fell from him, and
struck the water, and said, “Where is the LORD , God of
Elijah?” When he had struck the water, it parted from
one side to the other, and Elisha crossed over.

1515 When the sons of the prophets who were at Jeri-
cho saw him from far off, they said, “The spirit of Elijah
rests on Elisha.” And they came to meet him and
bowed down to the ground before him. 1616 They said to
him, “Look now, there are fifty strong men with your
servants. Let them go and look for your master. Per-
haps the Spirit of the LORD has lifted him up and
thrown him on some mountain or into some valley.”

He said, “Do not send them.”
1717 When they urged him until he was ashamed, he

said, “Send them.” So they sent fifty men, and they
searched for three days but did not find him. 1818 When
they returned to him (for he had stayed at Jericho), he
said to them, “Did I not say to you, do not go?”

Elisha Performs MirElisha Performs Miraclesacles
1919 Now the men of the city said to Elisha, “The loca-

tion of this city is good, as my lord sees, but the water
is bad, and the land is unfruitful.”

2020 He said, “Bring me a new bowl and put salt in it.”
So they brought it to him.

2121 He went out to the spring of water and threw the
salt into it and said, “Thus says the LORD : I have
healed this water. No more death or unfruitfulness will
come from it.” 2222 So the waters have been healthy until
this day, according to the word that Elisha spoke.

2323 He went up from there to Bethel, and going up on
the way, little boys came out of the city and made fun
of him and said to him, “Go up, you bald head! Go up,
you bald head!” 2424 He turned around, saw them, and
cursed them in the name of the LORD . Then two she-
bears came out of the woods and ripped open forty-
two of the boys. 2525 He went from there to Mount
Carmel, and from there he returned to Samaria.

JehorJehoram Reigns Over Isram Reigns Over Israelael

Now Jehoram son of Ahab reigned over Israel in
Samaria in the eighteenth year of Jehoshaphat

king of Judah and reigned twelve years. 22 He did evil in
the sight of the LORD , but not like his father and
mother, for he removed the pillar of Baal that his fa-
ther had made. 33 Nevertheless he clung to the sins of
Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who had caused Israel to
sin. He did not depart from them.

44 Now Mesha king of Moab was a sheep-breeder and
gave back to the king of Israel a hundred thousand
lambs and the wool of a hundred thousand rams. 55 But
when Ahab died, the king of Moab rebelled against
the king of Israel. 66 King Jehoram went out of Samaria
at that time and mustered all Israel. 77 He went and
sent to Jehoshaphat the king of Judah, saying, “The
king of Moab has rebelled against me. Will you go with
me to Moab to battle?”

He said, “I will go up. I am as you are, my people as
your people, and my horses as your horses.”

88 Then he said, “Which way should we go up?”
And he said, “The way through the Wilderness of

Edom.”
99 So the king of Israel, the king of Judah, and the king

of Edom went, and they marched around seven days.
But there was no water for the camp or for the live-
stock that followed them.

1010 The king of Israel said, “Alas! The LORD has called
these three kings to give them into the hand of Moab!”

1111 But Jehoshaphat said, “Is there a prophet of the
LORD here, through whom we may inquire of the
LORD ?”

Then one of the king of Israel’s servants answered,
“Elisha the son of Shaphat, who poured water on the
hands of Elijah, is here.”

1212 Jehoshaphat said, “The word of the LORD is with
him.” So the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat and the
king of Edom went down to him.

1313 Elisha said to the king of Israel, “What have I to do
with you? Go to your father’s prophets, or to your
mother’s prophets.”

Then the king of Israel said to him, “No. The LORD
has called these three kings to deliver them into the
hand of Moab.”
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1414 Elisha said, “As the LORD of Hosts lives, before
whom I stand, surely, were it not for my regard for Je-
hoshaphat the king of Judah, I would not look at you
nor see you. 1515 Now bring me a musician.”

And when the musician played, the hand of the
LORD came upon him. 1616 He said, “Thus says the LORD
, ‘Make this valley full of pools.’ 1717 For thus says the
LORD , ‘You will not see wind, nor will you see rain, yet
that valley will be filled with water, that you may drink,
both you and your livestock, and your cattle.’ 1818 This is
an easy thing in the sight of the LORD , and He will
give the Moabites into your hand. 1919 You will strike
every fortified city and every choice city, and will cut
down every good tree, and stop every spring of water,
and you will ruin every good piece of land with
stones.”

2020 So in the morning as the offering was offered up,
suddenly water flowed from the way of Edom, and the
land was filled with water.

2121 When all the Moabites heard that the kings had
come up to fight against them, all who were able to
bear arms and older were summoned and stood at
the border. 2222 They got up early in the morning, and
the sun shone on the water, and the Moabites saw the
water opposite them was as red as blood. 2323 Then they
said, “This is blood. The kings have surely fought to-
gether; and they have killed one another. Now there-
fore, Moab, to the spoil!”

2424 When they came to the camp of Israel, the children
of Israel arose and struck the Moabites, so that they
ran from them. And they went forward into their land,
killing the Moabites. 2525 They demolished the cities, and
on every good piece of land every man threw a stone
and filled it with stones, and they stopped every spring
of water and cut down every good tree. Only in Kir
Hareseth did the stones in the wall remain, until the
slingers surrounded it and struck it.

2626 When the king of Moab saw that the battle was
overwhelming him, he took with him seven hundred
swordsmen to break through to the king of Edom, but
they were unable. 2727 Then he took his firstborn son,
who would have reigned in his place, and offered him
for a burnt offering on the wall. And great wrath came
upon Israel, and they departed from him and returned
to their own land.

The WidoThe Widoww’’s Olive Oils Olive Oil

Now one of the wives of the sons of the prophets
cried to Elisha, “Your servant my husband is dead,

and you know that your servant feared the LORD , but
a creditor has come to take my two sons as slaves.”

22 Elisha said to her, “What shall I do for you? Tell me,
what do you have in the house?”

She said, “Your servant has nothing in the house ex-
cept a jar of oil.”

33 Then he said, “Go, ask for vessels from all your
neighbors, empty vessels and not just a few. 44 Then go
in, shut the door behind you and your sons, and pour

the oil into all these vessels. When each is full, set it
aside.”

55 So she left him and shut the door behind her and
her sons, and they kept bringing vessels to her, and
she kept pouring. 66 When the vessels were full, she
said to her son, “Bring me another vessel.”

But he said to her, “There is not another vessel.” And
the oil ceased.

77 Then she went and told the man of God. And he
said, “Go, sell the oil, and pay your debt, and you and
your children can live on the rest.”

Elisha Raises the ShunammiteElisha Raises the Shunammite’’s Sons Son
88 One day Elisha passed through Shunem, and a no-

ble woman was there who urged him to eat a meal. So
whenever he passed through, he stopped there to eat
a meal. 99 And she said to her husband, “I know that he
is a holy man of God regularly passing through near
us. 1010 Let us make a little walled upper room and put
for him there a bed, a table, a chair, and a lamp, so
when he comes to us he can stay there.”

1111 One day he came by there, and he turned aside to
the upper room and lay down. 1212 He said to Gehazi his
servant, “Call this Shunammite woman.” So he called
her and she stood before him. 1313 He said to him, “Say
to her, Look, you have gone to all this trouble for us.
What may be done for you? Would you have a word
spoken on your behalf to the king, or to the captain of
the army?”

And she answered, “I am living among my people.”
1414 He said, “What may be done for her?”
And Gehazi said, “Actually, she has no son, and her

husband is old.”
1515 He said, “Call her.” When he had called her, she

stood in the entrance. 1616 He said, “At this season, when
it is time, you will embrace a son.”

And she said, “No, my lord, man of God, do not lie to
your servant.”

1717 But the woman conceived and bore a son at that
season, at the time that Elisha had told her.

1818 When the child was older, he went out one day to
his father with the reapers. 1919 He said to his father, “My
head, my head!”

And he said to a servant, “Carry him to his mother.”
2020 When he had taken him and brought him to his
mother, the boy sat on her knees until noon, and died.
2121 She went up, and laid him down on the bed of the
man of God, shut the door on him, and went out.

2222 Then she called to her husband, “Send me one of
the servants and one of the donkeys, so that I may run
to the man of God and return.”

2323 He said, “Why are you going to him today? It is nei-
ther New Moon nor Sabbath.”

She said, “It will be all right.”
2424 Then she saddled the donkey and said to her ser-

vant, “Lead on, and do not hold back for me unless I
tell you.” 2525 So she went and came to the man of God
at Mount Carmel.

2 KINGS 3:14 271 2 KINGS 4:25



55

And when the man of God saw her far off, he said to
Gehazi his servant, “Look, over there is the Shunam-
mite woman. 2626 Now run to meet her, and say to her,
Are you all right? Is your husband all right? Is the child
all right?”

And she said, “It is all right.”
2727 When she came to the man of God at the moun-

tain, she grabbed his feet. Gehazi approached to push
her away. But the man of God said, “Let her alone, for
she is in bitter distress, and the LORD has hidden it
from me and has not told me.”

2828 Then she said, “Did I ask for a son from my lord?
Did I not say, Do not give me false hope?”

2929 Then he said to Gehazi, “Prepare yourself, take my
staff in your hand, and go. If you find anyone, do not
greet him, and if anyone greets you, do not answer
him, and lay my staff on the face of the boy.”

3030 Then the boy’s mother said, “As the LORD lives,
and as you live, I will not leave without you.” And he
got up and followed her.

3131 Gehazi passed through ahead of them and laid the
staff on the face of the boy, but there was no sound or
response. So he returned to meet him and told him,
“The boy is not awake.”

3232 When Elisha came into the house, he saw that the
boy was dead, lying on his bed. 3333 So he went in, and
shut the door on the two of them, and prayed to the
LORD . 3434 He went up and lay on the child, put his face
on his face, and his eyes on his eyes, and his hands on
his hands. Then he bent over the child, and the child’s
flesh warmed. 3535 Then he got down, walked once back
and forth in the house, and went up, and bent over
him; the boy sneezed seven times, and the boy
opened his eyes.

3636 Then Elisha called Gehazi and said, “Call the Shu-
nammite woman.” So he called her, and she came to
him. Then he said, “Pick up your son.” 3737 Then she
came in, fell at his feet, and bowed down to the
ground. Then she picked up her son and went out.

Elisha Purifies the Deadly SteElisha Purifies the Deadly Steww
3838 When Elisha returned to Gilgal, there was a famine

in the land. The sons of the prophets were sitting be-
fore him, and he said to his servant, “Put on the big
cooking pot, and boil some stew for the sons of the
prophets.”

3939 One went out into the field to gather herbs. He
found a wild vine and gathered from it wild gourds,
filling his clothes, and came and split them into the
pot of stew, but they did not recognize them. 4040 So they
poured it out for the men to eat. But as they were eat-
ing the stew, they cried out, “Man of God, there is
death in the pot.” They could not eat it.

4141 But he said, “Then bring flour.” He threw it into the
pot and said, “Pour it for the people and let them eat.”
And there was nothing bad in the pot.

Elisha Feeds One HundrElisha Feeds One Hundred Mened Men
4242 A man came from Baal Shalishah, and he brought

the man of God food from the first fruits—twenty
loaves of barley and fresh ears of grain—in his sack.
And Elisha said, “Give it to the people and let them
eat.”

4343 But his servant said, “How can I set this before a
hundred men?”

He said, “Give it to the people and let them eat, for
thus says the LORD , ‘They will eat and have some
left.’” 4444 So he set it before them, they ate, and some
was left over, according to the word of the LORD .

Naaman Healed of LeprNaaman Healed of Leprosyosy

Now Naaman, captain of the army of the king of
Aram, was a great man before his master and

held favor because by him the LORD had given deliver-
ance to Aram. He was also a mighty warrior, but he
had leprosy.

22 The Arameans had gone out raiding and had taken
captive a little girl from the land of Israel, and she
waited on the wife of Naaman. 33 She said to her mis-
tress, “If only my lord were before the prophet who is
in Samaria! Then he would take away his leprosy from
him.”

44 So Naaman went in and told his lord, “Thus and so
spoke the girl from the land of Israel.” 55 The king of
Aram said, “Go, and I will send a letter to the king of
Israel.” So he went and took with him ten talents †† of
silver, six thousand shekels †††† of gold, and ten sets of
clothes. 66 He brought the letter to the king of Israel,
which read, “Now when this letter comes to you, know
that I have sent Naaman my servant to you, that you
may take away from him his leprosy.”

77 When the king of Israel had read the letter, he tore
his clothes and said, “Am I God, to kill and to give life,
that this man sends a man to me to take away his lep-
rosy? But consider, and see how he is seeking a quar-
rel with me.”

88 But when Elisha the man of God heard that the
king of Israel had torn his clothes, he sent word to the
king, saying, “Why have you torn your clothes? Let him
come to me, and he will know that there is a prophet
in Israel.” 99 So Naaman came with his horses and char-
iot and stood at the entrance to the house of Elisha.
1010 Elisha sent a messenger to him, saying, “Go and
wash seven times in the Jordan, and your flesh will be
returned and cleansed.”

1111 But Naaman became angry and went away and
said to himself, “Surely he could have come out, and
stood and called on the name of the LORD his God,
and waved his hand over the infected area, and taken
away the leprosy. 1212 Are not Abana and Pharpar, rivers
of Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel?

† About 750 pounds, or 340 kilograms. †† About 150 pounds,
or 69 kilograms.
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Could I not wash in them and be clean?” So he turned
and went away in a rage.

1313 But his servants approached and spoke to him,
“My father, if the prophet had told you to do some
great thing, would you not have done it? How much
more when he said to you, ‘Wash and be clean’?” 1414 So
he went down and dipped himself in the Jordan seven
times, according to the word of the man of God, and
his flesh returned like the flesh of a little boy, and he
was clean.

1515 Then he returned to the man of God, he and all his
company. He came and stood before him, and he said,
“Now I know that there is no God in all the land, except
in Israel. Now take a gift from your servant.”

1616 But he said, “As the LORD lives, before whom I
stand, I will take no gift.” He urged him to take it, but
he refused.

1717 Then Naaman said, “If not, let two mule loads of
dirt be given to your servant, for your servant will no
longer offer a burnt offering or sacrifice to any god,
except the LORD . 1818 But may the LORD pardon your
servant on one account: When my master enters the
house of Rimmon to worship, and he leans on my
hand, and I bow down in the house of Rimmon, when I
do bow down in the house of Rimmon, may the LORD
pardon your servant on this one account.”

1919 He said to him, “Go in peace.” So he departed from
him a short distance.

Gehazi’Gehazi’s Grs Greedeed
2020 Then Gehazi the servant of Elisha the man of God

said, “My master has spared Naaman the Aramean by
not taking from his hands what he brought. As the
LORD lives, I will run after him and take something
from him.”

2121 So Gehazi pursued Naaman. Then Naaman saw
him running after him, jumped down from the chariot
to meet him, and said, “Is everything all right?”

2222 And he said, “Everything is all right. My master has
sent me and says, ‘Even now two servants from
Ephraim, from the sons of the prophets, have come to
me. Give them a talent †† of silver and two changes of
clothes.’”

2323 Naaman said, “Please, take two talents.” He urged
him and tied up two talents of silver in two bags with
two changes of clothes and gave them to two of his
servants, who carried them before Gehazi. 2424 When he
came to Ophel, he took them from their hand and put
them away in the house. Then he sent the men away,
and they departed.

2525 Then he entered and stood before his master. And
Elisha said to him, “Where have you come from, Ge-
hazi?”

And he said, “Your servant went here and there.”
2626 He said to him, “Did my heart not go with you

when the man turned from his chariot to meet you? Is
it a time to take money, and to take garments, olives

† About 75 pounds, or 34 kilograms.

and vineyards, sheep and oxen, male and female ser-
vants? 2727 The leprosy of Naaman will cling to you and
to your descendants forever.” So he went out from his
presence, leprous like snow.

The Floating AxThe Floating Axe Heade Head

Now the sons of the prophets said to Elisha,
“Look, the place where we are living with you is

too small for us. 22 Let us go to the Jordan and take
from there one beam per man, and let us make for
ourselves a place to live there.”

And Elisha said, “Go.”
33 Then one of them said, “Please come with your ser-

vants.”
And he said, “I will come.” 44 So he went with them.
And they came to the Jordan and cut down trees.

55 But as one was cutting down a tree, the axe head fell
into the water. He cried, “Ah, master! It was borrowed.”

66 Then the man of God said, “Where did it fall?” When
he showed him the place, he cut off a stick, and threw
it in there, and he made the iron float. 77 So Elisha said,
“Pick it up.” And he reached out his hand and took it.

The Blinded ArThe Blinded Arameans Capturameans Captureded
88 Then the king of Aram was fighting against Israel,

and he took counsel with his servants, saying, “At such
and such a place will be my camp.”

99 But the man of God sent word to the king of Israel,
saying, “Take care not to pass through this place, for
the Arameans are marching down there.” 1010 The king
of Israel sent word to the place of which the man of
God spoke. He warned him and was on his guard
there more than once.

1111 The mind of the king of Aram was troubled by this,
so he called his servants and said to them, “Will you
not tell me who among us sides with the king of Is-
rael?”

1212 Then one of his servants said, “No one, my lord, O
king. Elisha, the prophet who is in Israel, tells the king
of Israel the words that you speak in your bedroom.”

1313 He said, “Go and see where he is, so that I may
send for him and take him.” And it was told to him, “He
is in Dothan.” 1414 So he sent horses, chariots, and a
great army there. They came by night and surrounded
the city.

1515 When a servant of the man of God rose early in the
morning and went out, a force surrounded the city
both with horses and chariots. And his servant said to
him, “Alas, my master! What will we do?”

1616 And he said, “Do not be afraid, for there are more
with us than with them.”

1717 Then Elisha prayed, “ LORD , open his eyes and let
him see.” So the LORD opened the eyes of the young
man, and he saw that the mountain was full of horses
and chariots of fire surrounding Elisha.

1818 When they came down to him, Elisha prayed to the
LORD , “Strike this people with blindness.” And He
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77struck them with blindness according to the word of
Elisha.

1919 Elisha said to them, “This is not the way, and this is
not the city. Follow me, and let me bring you to the
man whom you seek.” But he led them to Samaria.

2020 When they entered Samaria, Elisha said, “ LORD ,
open the eyes of these men and let them see.” And the
LORD opened their eyes, and they saw that they were
in the middle of Samaria.

2121 The king of Israel said to Elisha when he saw them,
“My father, shall I kill them? Shall I kill them?”

2222 And he said, “You shall not kill them. Did you cap-
ture with your sword and with your bow those whom
you want to kill? Set bread and water before them,
and let them eat and drink and then go to their mas-
ter.” 2323 So he prepared for them a great banquet. When
they had eaten and had drunk, he sent them away,
and they went to their master. So the Aramean raiders
did not enter into the land of Israel again.

Ben-Hadad Besieges SamariaBen-Hadad Besieges Samaria
2424 After this, Ben-Hadad king of Aram gathered all his

army, went up, and besieged Samaria. 2525 There was a
great famine in Samaria, and they besieged it until a
donkey’s head was sold for eighty shekels †† of silver,
and one-fourth of a kab †††† of dove droppings for five
shekels ‡‡ of silver.

2626 As the king of Israel was walking across the city
wall, a woman cried out to him, “Help, my lord king.”

2727 He said, “If the LORD will not help you, how can I
help you? From the threshing floor or from the wine-
press?” 2828 And the king said to her, “What is wrong with
you?”

And she said, “This woman said to me, ‘Give your son
and let us eat him today, and we will eat my son to-
morrow.’ 2929 So we boiled my son and ate him. The next
day I said to her, ‘Give your son, that we may eat him.’
But she has hidden her son.”

3030 When the king heard the words of the woman, he
tore his clothes. And since he was walking across the
city wall, the people saw that he had sackcloth on his
body underneath. 3131 Then he said, “So may God do to
me, and even more, if the head of Elisha the son of
Shaphat stands on his shoulders after today.”

3232 Now Elisha was sitting in his house, and the elders
were sitting with him. The king sent a messenger, but
before the messenger came to him, Elisha said to the
elders, “Are you aware that this son of a murderer has
sent a man to take off my head? When the messenger
enters, shut the door and hold it against him. Is not
the sound of his master’s feet behind him?”

3333 And while he was speaking with them, the mes-
senger came down to him, and then the king said,
“This calamity is of the LORD ! Why should I hope in
the LORD any longer?”

† About 2 pounds, or 920 grams. †† Likely about 1/4 pound,
or 100 grams. ‡ About 2 ounces, or 58 grams.

Then Elisha said, “Hear the word of the LORD :
Thus says the LORD : Tomorrow about this time a

measure ‡†‡† of fine flour will be sold for a shekel, ‡‡‡‡ and
two measures ‡‡†‡‡† of barley for a shekel, at the gate of
Samaria.”

22 Then an officer on whose hand the king leaned an-
swered the man of God, “If the LORD were to make
windows in heaven, could this thing happen?”

And he said, “You will see it with your eyes, but you
will not eat from it.”

The ArThe Arameans Fleeameans Flee
33 There were four leprous men at the entry of the

gate, and they said to one another, “Why are we sitting
here until we die? 44 If we say, ‘Let us enter the city,’ the
famine is in the city, and we shall die there. But if we
sit here, we die also. Now come, let us fall into the
camp of the Arameans. If they spare our lives, we will
live, and if they kill us, we will die.”

55 So they rose at twilight to enter the camp of the
Arameans. When they came to the edge of the camp
of the Arameans, there was no one there. 66 For the
Lord had caused the Aramean camp to hear the sound
of chariots, horses, even the sound of a large army, so
that they said to one another, “Listen, the king of Is-
rael has hired the kings of the Hittites and the kings of
the Egyptians to come against us.” 77 So they got up
and ran away in the twilight and abandoned their
tents, their horses, and their donkeys. The camp re-
mained just as it was, and they ran for their lives.

88 When these leprous men came to the edge of the
camp, they went into one tent. They ate and drank,
carried off silver, gold, and clothes, and went and hid
them. Then they went back, entered another tent, and
carried off things from there and went and hid them.

99 Then they said to one another, “We are not doing
right today. This is a day of good news. If we are silent
and wait until the morning light, we will be found
guilty. Let us go now and enter the city and tell the
king’s household.”

1010 So they went and called to the gatekeepers of the
city, and they told them, “We came to the camp of the
Arameans, and there was no one there. There was no
sound of a man’s voice, only horses tied, donkeys tied,
and the tents as they were.” 1111 Then the gatekeepers
called out and told the king’s household inside.

1212 The king got up in the night and said to his ser-
vants, “I will show you what the Arameans have done
to us. They know that we are starving, so they left the
camp to hide themselves in the field, saying, ‘When
they come out of the city, we will capture them alive
and get into the city.’”

1313 One of his servants answered, “Let some men take
five of the remaining horses, since those remaining

‡† Likely about 12 pounds, or 5.5 kilograms of flour, and in vv.
16 and 18. ‡‡ About 2/5 ounce, or 12 grams, and in vv. 16 and 18.
‡‡† Likely about 20 pounds, or 9 kilograms of barley, and in vv. 16
and 18.
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will suffer the fate of the whole multitude of Israel that
have perished already; so let us send them and see.”

1414 So they took two chariots with horses, and the
king sent them after the army of the Arameans, say-
ing, “Go and see.” 1515 So they went after them to the Jor-
dan, and the whole way was full of clothes and ves-
sels, which the Arameans had thrown away in their
haste. Then the messengers returned and told the
king. 1616 Then the people went out and looted the camp
of the Arameans. So a measure of fine flour was sold
for a shekel, and two measures of barley for a shekel,
according to the word of the LORD .

1717 The king had appointed the officer on whose hand
he leaned to have charge over the gate, and the peo-
ple trampled him in the gate, and he died, just as the
man of God had said when the king came down to
him. 1818 Then the man of God had spoken to the king,
saying, “Two seahs of barley shall be sold for a shekel,
and a seah of fine flour for a shekel, about this time
tomorrow at the gate of Samaria.”

1919 The officer had answered the man of God, “If the
LORD should make windows in heaven, could such a
thing happen?” And he had said, “You shall see it with
your own eyes, but you shall not eat of it.” 2020 So it hap-
pened to him, for the people trampled him in the gate,
and he died.

The ShunammiteThe Shunammite’’s Land Restors Land Restoreded

Then Elisha spoke to the woman whose son he
had restored to life, “Get up and go, you and your

household, and sojourn wherever you can, for the
LORD has called for a famine, and it will come on the
land for seven years.” 22 So the woman got up and did
according to the word of the man of God. She went
with her household and sojourned in the land of the
Philistines for seven years.

33 At the end of seven years, the woman returned
from the land of the Philistines, and she went forth to
appeal to the king for her house and her field. 44 Now
the king was talking with Gehazi the servant of the
man of God, saying, “Tell me all the great things that
Elisha has done.” 55 As he was telling the king how he
had restored a dead body to life, the woman whose
son he had restored to life started appealing to the
king for her house and her land.

Gehazi said, “My lord king, this is the woman, and
this is her son whom Elisha restored to life.” 66 When
the king questioned the woman, she told him.

So the king appointed to her an official, saying, “Re-
store all that was hers and all the proceeds of the field
from the day that she abandoned the land until now.”

Ben-Hadad Is MurBen-Hadad Is Murderdereded
77 Then Elisha came to Damascus while Ben-Hadad

the king of Aram was ill, and he was told, “The man of
God has come here.” 88 The king said to Hazael, “Take a
present with you and go to meet the man of God. In-

quire of the LORD through him, saying, ‘Will I recover
from this illness?’”

99 So Hazael went to meet him and took a present
with him, all sorts of good things from Damascus,
forty camel loads. He came and stood before him and
said, “Your son Ben-Hadad king of Aram has sent me
to you, asking, ‘Will I recover from this illness?’”

1010 And Elisha said to him, “Go, say to him, ‘You will
certainly recover,’ but the LORD has shown me that he
will certainly die.” 1111 Hazael stared at him until he was
ashamed. Then the man of God wept.

1212 Hazael said, “Why are you weeping, my lord?”
He said, “Because I know the evil that you will do to

the children of Israel. You will set their fortresses on
fire. You will kill their young men with the sword. You
will smash their children and rip open their pregnant
women.”

1313 Hazael said, “What? Is your servant a dog that he
should do this great thing?”

And Elisha said, “The LORD has shown me that you
will be king over Aram.”

1414 Then he left Elisha and went to his master, who
said to him, “What did Elisha say to you?” And he said,
“He told me that you would surely recover.” 1515 But the
next day he took a blanket, dipped it in water, and
spread it on his face, so that he died. And Hazael
reigned in his place.

JehorJehoram, King of Judaham, King of Judah
2Ch 21:5–20

1616 In the fifth year of Joram the son of Ahab, king of
Israel, Jehoram the son of Jehoshaphat, king of Judah,
became king. 1717 He was thirty-two years old when he
became king, and he reigned eight years in Jerusalem.
1818 He walked in the way of the kings of Israel, just as
the house of Ahab had done, for the daughter of Ahab
was his wife. He did evil in the sight of the LORD . 1919 Yet
the LORD was not willing to destroy Judah, for the
sake of His servant David, since He promised to give a
lamp to him and his sons perpetually.

2020 In his days Edom rebelled against the rule of Ju-
dah, and they put a king over themselves. 2121 So Jeho-
ram crossed over to Zair, all his chariots with him, and
he rose at night and struck Edom and the captains of
their chariots who had surrounded him. But the peo-
ple fled to their tents. 2222 So Edom has been in rebellion
against the rule of Judah until this day. Libnah rebelled
at the same time.

2323 The rest of the deeds of Jehoram and all that he
did, are they not written in the book of the annals of
the kings of Judah? 2424 So Jehoram slept with his fathers
and was buried with his fathers in the City of David.
Ahaziah his son reigned in his place.

Ahaziah, King of JudahAhaziah, King of Judah
2Ch 22:1–6

2525 In the twelfth year of Joram the son of Ahab, king
of Israel, Ahaziah the son of Jehoram, king of Judah,
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became king. 2626 Ahaziah was twenty-two years old
when he became king. He reigned one year in
Jerusalem. His mother’s name was Athaliah, the
daughter of Omri, king of Israel. 2727 He walked in the
way of the house of Ahab and did evil in the sight of
the LORD , as the house of Ahab did, for he was the
son-in-law of the house of Ahab.

2828 He went with Joram the son of Ahab to the war
against Hazael king of Aram at Ramoth Gilead, and the
Arameans struck Joram. 2929 King Joram returned to be
healed in Jezreel of the wounds which the Arameans
had inflicted on him at Ramah when he fought against
Hazael king of Aram.

And Ahaziah the son of Jehoram, king of Judah, went
down to see Joram the son of Ahab in Jezreel because
he was ill.

Jehu Anointed King of IsrJehu Anointed King of Israelael

Then Elisha the prophet called one of the sons of
the prophets, “Prepare yourself. Take this flask of

oil in your hand, and go to Ramoth Gilead. 22 When you
get there, look for Jehu the son of Jehoshaphat, the
son of Nimshi. Go in and make him rise from among
his brothers, and bring him into an inner chamber.
33 Then take the flask of oil, pour it on his head, and
say, ‘Thus says the LORD : I have anointed you king
over Israel.’ Then open the door and flee. Do not wait.”

44 So the young man, the prophet, went to Ramoth
Gilead. 55 When he arrived, the commanders of the
army were sitting, and he said, “I have a word for you,
Commander.”

Jehu said, “Which one of us?”
And he said, “For you, Commander.”
66 So he arose, went into the house, poured the oil on

his head, and said to him, “Thus says the LORD , God
of Israel: I am anointing you king over the people of
the LORD , over Israel. 77 You will strike the house of
Ahab your master, and I will avenge the blood of my
servants the prophets and the blood of all the ser-
vants of the LORD from the hand of Jezebel. 88 The
whole house of Ahab will perish, and I will cut off from
Ahab all the males in Israel, both imprisoned and free.
99 I will make the house of Ahab like the house of Jer-
oboam son of Nebat and like the house of Baasha the
son of Ahijah. 1010 Dogs will eat Jezebel in the territory of
Jezreel, and no one will bury her.” Then he opened the
door and fled.

1111 When Jehu had returned to his master’s servants,
one said to him, “Is all well? Why did this madman
come to you?”

And he said to them, “You know this man and his
babble.”

1212 They said, “A lie! Tell us.”
Then he said, “Thus and thus he spoke to me, saying,

‘Thus says the LORD : I am anointing you king over Is-
rael.’”

1313 Then they hurried. Each took his clothes, put them
under him on the bare stairs, and blew a horn, saying,
“Jehu is king.”

JorJoram of Isram of Israel Killedael Killed
2Ch 22:7–9

1414 So Jehu the son of Jehoshaphat, the son of Nimshi,
conspired against Joram. Joram had been guarding
Ramoth Gilead, he and all Israel, because of Hazael
king of Aram. 1515 But King Joram had returned to be
healed in Jezreel from the wounds with which the
Arameans had stricken him when he fought with Haz-
ael king of Aram. So Jehu said, “If this be your minds,
let no fugitive exit the city to go tell Jezreel.” 1616 Then Je-
hu rode in a chariot and went to Jezreel, for Joram lay
there. Ahaziah king of Judah had come down to see Jo-
ram.

1717 A watchman was standing on the tower in Jezreel,
and he saw the company of Jehu as he was coming
and said, “I see a company.”

And Joram said, “Take a horseman and send him to
meet them, and let him say, ‘Is it peace?’”

1818 So the horseman went to meet him and said,
“Thus says the king, ‘Is it peace?’”

But Jehu said, “What have you to do with peace? Cir-
cle in behind me.”

So the watchman reported, “The messenger came to
them, but he is not returning.”

1919 Then he sent out a second horseman, who came
to them and said, “Thus says the king, ‘Is it peace?’”

Again, Jehu said, “What have you to do with peace?
Circle in behind me.”

2020 The watchman reported, “He came to them, but he
is not returning. The driving is like the driving of Jehu
the son of Nimshi, for he drives furiously.”

2121 Then Joram said, “Hitch my chariot.” So his chariot
was hitched, and Joram king of Israel and Ahaziah king
of Judah went out, each in his chariot. They went out
to meet Jehu and found him on the property of
Naboth the Jezreelite. 2222 When Joram saw Jehu he said,
“Is it peace, Jehu?”

And he said, “What peace, so long as the harlotries
of your mother Jezebel and her sorceries are so
many?”

2323 Then Joram turned the reins, fled, and said to
Ahaziah, “There is treachery, Ahaziah.”

2424 Jehu drew a bow with his full strength and shot Jo-
ram between his shoulder blades. The arrow went out
at his heart, and he kneeled down in his chariot.
2525 Then Jehu said to Bidkar his officer, “Lift him up and
throw him on the property of the field of Naboth the
Jezreelite. Remember when you and I were riding to-
gether after Ahab his father and the LORD pro-
nounced this oracle about him: 2626 ‘Surely I have seen
yesterday the blood of Naboth and his sons, declares
the LORD , and I will pay you back on this property, de-
clares the LORD .’ Now lift him up and throw him onto
the property, according to the word of the LORD .”
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Ahaziah of Judah KilledAhaziah of Judah Killed
2727 But when Ahaziah the king of Judah saw this, he

fled on the path to the garden house. Jehu chased af-
ter him and said, “Shoot him too.” So they shot him on
the ascent to Gur, which is by Ibleam. And he fled to
Megiddo and died there. 2828 His servants carried him in
a chariot to Jerusalem and buried him in his tomb with
his fathers in the City of David. 2929 In the eleventh year
of Joram the son of Ahab, Ahaziah became king over
Judah.

JeJezebel Exzebel Executedecuted
3030 When Jehu came to Jezreel, Jezebel heard about it.

She put black paint on her eyes, adorned her head,
and looked down through the window. 3131 As Jehu en-
tered in at the gate, she said, “Is everything all right,
Zimri, murderer of his master?”

3232 And he lifted up his face toward the window and
said, “Who is on my side? Who?” And two or three eu-
nuchs looked down to him. 3333 He said, “Drop her
down.” So they dropped her down and some of her
blood splattered on the wall and on the horses. Then
he trampled her.

3434 Then he entered, ate and drank, and said, “Attend
to that cursed woman and bury her, for she is a king’s
daughter.” 3535 So they went to bury her, but they found
nothing of her except a skull, the feet, and the palms
of her hands. 3636 They returned and told Jehu, and he
said, “This is the word of the LORD , which He spoke by
His servant Elijah the Tishbite, saying, ‘On the property
of Jezreel dogs will eat the flesh of Jezebel. 3737 The
corpse of Jezebel will be like dung in the field on the
property of Jezreel, so that they cannot say, This is
Jezebel.’”

AhabAhab’’s Ses Seventy Sons Killedventy Sons Killed

Now Ahab had seventy sons in Samaria. So Jehu
wrote letters and sent them to Samaria to the

captains of Jezreel, to the elders, and to the guardians
of the sons of Ahab, saying, 22 “Now as soon as this let-
ter comes to you—since you are with your master’s
sons, chariots, horses, a fortified city, and weapons—
33 select the best and most fitting of your master’s
sons, put him on his father’s throne, and fight for your
master’s house.”

44 But they were extremely afraid and said, “Two kings
could not stand before him. How can we stand?”

55 So he who was over the house, and he who was
over the city, the elders, and the guardians sent word
to Jehu, saying, “We are your servants, and everything
you say to us we will do. We will not appoint a man
king. Do what is good in your eyes.”

66 Then he wrote a second letter to them, saying, “If
you belong to me and will obey me, take the heads of
your master’s sons and come to me at Jezreel at this
time tomorrow.”

Now the king’s sons, seventy men, were with the
great men of the city who brought them up. 77 When
the letter came to them, they took the king’s sons,
slaughtered all seventy, put their heads in baskets,
and sent them to him in Jezreel. 88 So the messenger
came and told him, saying, “They have brought the
heads of the king’s sons.”

Then he said, “Put them in two heaps at the entry of
the gate until morning.”

99 When morning came, he went out and stood and
said to all the people, “You are innocent. I conspired
against my master and killed him, but who struck all
these? 1010 Know then that the words of the LORD which
He spoke about the house of Ahab will not fall to the
ground. The LORD has done that which He spoke by
His servant Elijah.” 1111 So Jehu struck all that remained
of the house of Ahab in Jezreel and all his great men,
his confidants, and his priests, until he left him no sur-
vivor.

AhaziahAhaziah’’s Forty-Ts Forty-Two Brwo Brothers Killedothers Killed
1212 Then he got up and went to Samaria. When he was

at Beth Eked of the Shepherds on the way, 1313 Jehu
found the brothers of Ahaziah king of Judah and said,
“Who are you?”

And they said, “We are brothers of Ahaziah, and we
have come down to visit the sons of the king and the
sons of the queen mother.”

1414 He said, “Capture them alive.” So they took them
alive and slaughtered them at the pit of Beth Eked,
forty-two men. Not a man of them remained.

1515 Then he left there and found Jehonadab son of
Rekab coming to meet him. He greeted him and said
to him, “Is your heart right with me, as my heart is
with yours?”

And Jehonadab said, “It is.”
“If it is, give me your hand.” So he gave him his hand,

and he pulled him up to him into the chariot. 1616 He
said, “Come with me, and see my zeal for the LORD .”
So he made him ride in his chariot.

1717 Then he came to Samaria and struck all that re-
mained to Ahab in Samaria until he exterminated
them, according to the word of the LORD which He
spoke to Elijah.

WWorshippers of Baal Killedorshippers of Baal Killed
1818 Then Jehu gathered all the people and said to

them, “Ahab served Baal a little, but Jehu will serve
him much. 1919 Now call to me all the prophets of Baal,
all his worshippers, and all his priests. Let none go un-
accounted for, because I have a great sacrifice for
Baal. All who are not accounted for will not live.” But
Jehu did it with cunning in order to destroy the ser-
vants of Baal.

2020 Jehu said, “Sanctify a festive assembly for Baal.” So
they proclaimed it. 2121 Jehu sent word through all Israel,
and all the worshippers of Baal came. Not a man re-
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mained who did not come. They came into the house
of Baal, and the house of Baal was full from one end
to the other. 2222 He said to the one in charge of the
wardrobe, “Bring out garments for all the worshippers
of Baal.” So he brought them garments.

2323 Then Jehu and Jehonadab the son of Rekab went
into the house of Baal and said to the worshippers of
Baal, “Search and see that there are no worshippers of
the LORD here with you and only worshippers of Baal.”
2424 Then they went to offer sacrifices and burnt offer-
ings, but Jehu put eighty men outside and said, “If any
of the men whom I have brought into your hands es-
capes, the one who lets him go will die in his place.”

2525 As soon as he had finished making the burnt offer-
ing, Jehu said to the guards and the officers, “Go in.
Kill them. No one comes out.” So they struck them
with the edge of the sword. The guards and the offi-
cers threw them out and went to the city of the house
of Baal. 2626 They brought out the sacred pillar from the
house of Baal and burned it. 2727 They broke down the
sacred pillar of Baal, and tore down the house of Baal
and made it a latrine to this day.

2828 So Jehu exterminated Baal from Israel. 2929 But from
the sins of Jeroboam son of Nebat, who caused Israel
to sin, Jehu did not turn aside (that is, the golden
calves that were in Bethel and Dan).

3030 And the LORD said to Jehu, “Because you have
done well by doing what is right in My sight, and have
done to the house of Ahab all that was in My heart,
four generations of your sons will sit on the throne of
Israel.” 3131 But Jehu was not careful to walk in the law of
the LORD God of Israel with all his heart. He did not
turn aside from the sins of Jeroboam, who caused Is-
rael to sin.

The Death of JehuThe Death of Jehu
3232 In those days the LORD began to trim off parts of

Israel, and Hazael struck them in all the territory of Is-
rael: 3333 from the Jordan eastward, all the land of Gilead,
the Gadites, the Reubenites, the Manassites from
Aroer, which is by the River Arnon, even Gilead and
Bashan.

3434 Now the rest of the deeds of Jehu, all he did and all
his power, are they not written in the book of the an-
nals of the kings of Israel?

3535 So Jehu slept with his fathers, and they buried him
in Samaria. Jehoahaz his son became king in his place.
3636 The days that Jehu reigned over Israel in Samaria
were twenty-eight years.

Athaliah Reigns in JudahAthaliah Reigns in Judah
2Ch 22:10–23:21

Now when Athaliah the mother of Ahaziah saw
that her son was dead, she rose up and de-

stroyed all the royal descendants. 22 But Jehosheba, the
daughter of King Joram, sister of Ahaziah, took Joash ††

† An alternate spelling of a Jehoash.

the son of Ahaziah, and stole him away from among
the king’s sons who were being murdered; and they
hid him and his nurse in the bedroom, from Athaliah,
so that he was not killed. 33 He was with her, hidden in
the house of the LORD for six years, while Athaliah
reigned over the land.

Joash Anointed King of JudahJoash Anointed King of Judah
44 But in the seventh year Jehoiada sent word and

took the captains of hundreds from the Carites and
the guards and brought them to him in the house of
the LORD . He made a covenant with them, put them
under oath in the house of the LORD , and then
showed them the king’s son. 55 He commanded them,
saying, “This is the thing that you shall do: One-third
of your unit, those who come on duty on the Sabbath,
will guard the king’s house. 66 One-third will be at the
gate of Sur, and one-third will be at the gate behind
the guards. You will take turns guarding the house.
77 Two of your companies from all who go out on the
Sabbath will keep watch over the house of the LORD
for the king. 88 You will encircle the king, each man with
his weapons in his hand, and the one that comes with-
in the ranks must be killed. They must be with the king
when he goes out and comes in.”

99 The captains of hundreds did according to every-
thing that Jehoiada the priest commanded. Each took
his men, those who came on duty on the Sabbath,
with those that went off duty on the Sabbath, and
came to Jehoiada the priest. 1010 And the priest gave to
the captains of hundreds spears and shields which be-
longed to King David that were in the house of the
LORD . 1111 The guards stood, each with his weapons in
his hand, from the south side of the house to the
north side of the house, along the altar and the house,
surrounding the king.

1212 Then he brought out the king’s son and put the
crown on him and gave him the testimony. They made
him king and anointed him. Then they clapped their
hands and said, “Live, O king!”

The Death of AthaliahThe Death of Athaliah
1313 Then Athaliah heard the sound of the guards and

the people, so she came to the people in the house of
the LORD . 1414 Then she looked, and the king was stand-
ing by a pillar according to custom, the captains and
the trumpeters by the king, and all the people of the
land were rejoicing and blowing trumpets. So Athaliah
tore her clothes and cried, “Conspiracy, conspiracy!”

1515 But Jehoiada the priest commanded the captains
of hundreds, those appointed over the forces, “Bring
her out of the house to the ranks, and kill with the
sword whoever follows her.” For the priest had said,
“Let her not be killed in the house of the LORD .” 1616 So
they laid hands on her, and she came through the
horses’ entrance into the king’s house. Then she was
put to death there.
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1313

1717 Jehoiada made a covenant between the LORD and
the king and the people, that they should be the peo-
ple of the LORD , and also between the king and the
people. 1818 Then all the people of the land entered the
house of Baal and broke down its altars. His images
they thoroughly broke in pieces, and they killed Mat-
tan the priest of Baal before the altars.

The priest put appointees over the house of the
LORD . 1919 He took the captains of hundreds, the
Carites, the guards, and all the people of the land.
Then they brought down the king from the house of
the LORD and marched through the gate of the
guards to the king’s house. Then he sat on the throne
of the kings. 2020 All the people of the land rejoiced, and
the city was quiet. They had killed Athaliah with the
sword at the king’s house.

2121 Jehoash †† was seven years old when he became
king.

Jehoash Repairs the TJehoash Repairs the Templeemple
2Ch 24:1–27

In the seventh year of Jehu, Jehoash became
king. He reigned forty years in Jerusalem. His

mother’s name was Zibiah of Beersheba. 22 Jehoash did
what was right in the sight of the LORD all his days be-
cause Jehoiada the priest instructed him. 33 However,
the high places were not taken away. The people still
sacrificed and made offerings in the high places.

44 Now Jehoash said to the priests, “All the consecrat-
ed money that is brought into the house of the LORD ,
the money for which each man is currently assessed,
and all the money that is brought voluntarily to the
house of the LORD , 55 let the priests receive it, each
from his donor, and repair the damages to the house
wherever damages are found.”

66 But in the twenty-third year of King Jehoash the
priests had not repaired the damages to the house.
77 Then King Jehoash called for Jehoiada the priest and
the other priests and said to them, “Why have you not
repaired the damages to the house? So now money
will no longer be taken from your donors. You will give
it over for the damages to the house.” 88 The priests
agreed that they should take no more money from the
people, nor repair the damages of the house.

99 So Jehoiada the priest took a chest, made a hole in
its lid, and set it beside the altar on the right side as
one enters the house of the LORD . The priests guard-
ing the threshold put there all the money that was
brought into the house of the LORD . 1010 Whenever they
saw that there was much money in the chest, the
king’s scribe and the high priest went up, emptied it,
and counted the money that was found in the house
of the LORD . 1111 They gave the money that was
weighed out into the hands of the workers who were
appointed to the house of the LORD . Then they paid it
out to the carpenters and builders working on the
house of the LORD , 1212 to the masons and stonecut-

† An alternate spelling of a Joash.

ters, and to buy timber and cut stone to repair the
damages to the house of the LORD , that is, whatever
went out for repairs to the house.

1313 But for the house of the LORD silver bowls,
snuffers, sprinkling basins, trumpets, and all the gold
and silver vessels were not made with any of the mon-
ey that was brought into the house of the LORD , 1414 for
they gave it to the workmen, and they repaired the
house of the LORD with it. 1515 They did not settle ac-
counts with the men in whose hand they gave the
money to give to the workmen, for they dealt faithful-
ly. 1616 The money from the guilt offerings and the mon-
ey from the sin offerings were not brought into the
house of the LORD . It belonged to the priests.

Hazael ThrHazael Threatens Jerusalemeatens Jerusalem
1717 Then Hazael king of Aram went up, fought against

Gath, and seized it. Then Hazael set his face to go up
to Jerusalem. 1818 So Jehoash king of Judah took all the
consecrated things that Jehoshaphat, Jehoram, and
Ahaziah, his fathers, kings of Judah, had dedicated and
his own consecrated things, all the gold that was
found in the treasures of the house of the LORD and in
the king’s house, and sent it to Hazael king of Aram.
Then Hazael went away from Jerusalem.

The Death of JoashThe Death of Joash
1919 Now the rest of the deeds of Joash, and all that he

did, are they not written in the book of the annals of
the kings of Judah? 2020 His servants rose up, made a
conspiracy, and struck Joash in the house of Millo,
which goes down to Silla. 2121 Jozabad the son of
Shimeath and Jehozabad the son of Shomer, his ser-
vants, struck him, and he died. They buried him with
his fathers in the City of David. Then Amaziah his son
reigned in his place.

Jehoahaz, King of IsrJehoahaz, King of Israelael

In the twenty-third year of Joash the son of
Ahaziah, king of Judah, Jehoahaz the son of Jehu

reigned over Israel in Samaria for seventeen years.
22 He did evil in the sight of the LORD and followed the
sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who caused Israel
to sin. He did not turn aside from them. 33 The anger of
the LORD was kindled against Israel, so He gave them
into the hand of Hazael king of Aram and into the
hand of Ben-Hadad the son of Hazael all their days.

44 But Jehoahaz appeased the LORD , and the LORD
listened to him. For He saw the oppression of Israel,
because the king of Aram oppressed them. 55 So the
LORD gave Israel a savior, so that they got out from
under the hand of Aram. Then the children of Israel
dwelt in their tents as before. 66 Nevertheless, they did
not turn aside from the sins of the house of Jeroboam,
who caused Israel to sin, but walked in them. The
Asherah pole also stood in Samaria.
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77 So Jehoahaz had only fifty horsemen, ten chariots,
and ten thousand footmen left, for the king of Aram
had destroyed them and made them like the dust at
threshing.

88 Now the rest of the deeds of Jehoahaz, all that he
did and his power, are they not written in the book of
the annals of the kings of Israel? 99 And Jehoahaz slept
with his fathers, and they buried him in Samaria. Joash
his son reigned in his place.

Jehoash, King of IsrJehoash, King of Israelael
1010 In the thirty-seventh year of Joash king of Judah,

Jehoash the son of Jehoahaz reigned over Israel in
Samaria for sixteen years. 1111 He did evil in the sight of
the LORD . He did not turn aside from all the sins of
Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who caused Israel to sin,
but he walked in them.

1212 The rest of the deeds of Joash, all that he did and
his power with which he fought against Amaziah king
of Judah, are they not written in the book of the annals
of the kings of Israel? 1313 So Joash slept with his fathers,
and Jeroboam sat on his throne. Joash was buried in
Samaria with the kings of Israel.

The Death of ElishaThe Death of Elisha
1414 Now Elisha had become sick with the illness of

which he would die. So Joash the king of Israel went
down to him and wept before him, and said, “My fa-
ther, my father, the chariot of Israel and its horse-
men.”

1515 Elisha said to him, “Take a bow and arrows.” So he
took a bow and arrows. 1616 Then he said to the king of
Israel, “Draw the bow.” So he drew it. Elisha put his
hands on the king’s hands.

1717 Then he said, “Open the east window.” So he
opened it. Then Elisha said, “Shoot.” So he shot. Then
he said, “The arrow of the deliverance of the LORD ,
and the arrow of deliverance from Aram; for you must
strike Aram in Aphek until you have destroyed them.”

1818 Then he said, “Take the arrows.” So he took them.
Then he said to the king of Israel, “Strike the ground.”
So he struck it three times and stood there. 1919 Then the
man of God was angry with him and said, “You should
have struck it five or six times. Then you would have
stricken Aram until you had finished them. Now you
will strike Aram just three times.”

2020 So Elisha died, and they buried him.
Now Moabite raiders would enter the land in the

spring. 2121 As they were burying a man, they saw
raiders. So they threw the man into the tomb of Elisha.
When the man touched the bones of Elisha, he came
to life and stood on his feet.

IsrIsrael Recapturael Recaptures Cities fres Cities from Arom Aramam
2222 Now Hazael king of Aram oppressed Israel all the

days of Jehoahaz. 2323 But the LORD was gracious to
them and had compassion on them. He turned toward

them because of His covenant with Abraham, Isaac,
and Jacob, and would not yet destroy them or cast
them from His presence.

2424 Then Hazael king of Aram died and Ben-Hadad his
son reigned in his place. 2525 And Jehoash the son of Je-
hoahaz took back the cities from Ben-Hadad the son
of Hazael that had been taken from Jehoahaz his fa-
ther in war. Three times Joash struck him and recov-
ered the cities of Israel.

Amaziah, King of JudahAmaziah, King of Judah
2Ch 25:1–26:2

In the second year of Joash son of Jehoahaz,
king of Israel, Amaziah the son of Joash, king of

Judah, became king. 22 He was twenty-five years old
when he became king and reigned twenty-nine years
in Jerusalem. His mother’s name was Jehoaddan from
Jerusalem. 33 He did what was right in the sight of the
LORD , only not like David his father. He did everything
that Joash his father did. 44 But he did not remove the
high places. Still the people sacrificed and made offer-
ings on the high places.

55 As soon as he seized the kingdom, he killed his ser-
vants who had killed his father, the king. 66 But he did
not kill the children of the murderers, according to
what is written in the Book of the Law of Moses, in
which the LORD commanded, “Fathers must not be
put to death for the children, nor the children be put
to death for the fathers. Rather, a man should be put
to death for his own sin.”

77 He struck ten thousand Edomites in the Valley of
Salt and captured Sela in battle. He called it Joktheel,
as it is to this day.

88 Then Amaziah sent messengers to Jehoash son of
Jehoahaz, son of Jehu, king of Israel, saying, “Come, let
us look one another in the face.”

99 Then Jehoash the king of Israel sent word to Amazi-
ah king of Judah, saying, “The thorn bush in Lebanon
sent to the cedar in Lebanon, saying, ‘Give your
daughter to my son for a wife.’ But a wild animal
passed through in Lebanon and trampled the thorn
bush. 1010 You have indeed struck Edom, and your heart
has lifted you up. Enjoy respect and sit at home. Why
stir up trouble and fall, you and Judah with you?”

1111 But Amaziah would not listen. So Jehoash king of
Israel went up, and he and Amaziah king of Judah
looked one another in the face at Beth Shemesh,
which belongs to Judah. 1212 Judah was beaten before Is-
rael, and every man fled to his tent. 1313 Jehoash king of
Israel captured Amaziah king of Judah, the son of Je-
hoash, the son of Ahaziah, at Beth Shemesh. Then he
came to Jerusalem and breached the wall of Jerusalem
from the Gate of Ephraim to the Corner Gate, four
hundred cubits. ††1414 He took all the gold and silver, all
the vessels found in the house of the LORD and in the
treasuries of the king’s house, and hostages, and then
returned to Samaria.

† About 600 feet, or 180 meters.
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1515 Now the rest of the deeds Jehoash did, his power
and how he fought with Amaziah king of Judah, are
they not written in the book of the annals of the kings
of Israel? 1616 So Jehoash slept with his fathers and was
buried in Samaria with the kings of Israel. Jeroboam
his son reigned in his place.

1717 Amaziah the son of Joash king of Judah lived fif-
teen years after the death of Jehoash son of Jehoahaz,
king of Israel. 1818 And the rest of the deeds of Amaziah,
are they not written in the book of the annals of the
kings of Judah?

1919 They made a conspiracy against him in Jerusalem,
and he fled to Lachish. But they sent after him to
Lachish, and killed him there. 2020 They carried him on
horses, and he was buried in Jerusalem with his fa-
thers in the City of David.

2121 All the people of Judah took Azariah, who was six-
teen years old, and made him king instead of his fa-
ther Amaziah. 2222 He built Elath and restored it to Judah
after the king slept with his fathers.

JerJeroboam II, King of Isroboam II, King of Israelael
2323 In the fifteenth year of Amaziah the son of Joash,

king of Judah, Jeroboam the son of Joash, king of Is-
rael, became king in Samaria for forty-one years. 2424 He
did evil in the sight of the LORD . He did not turn aside
from all the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who
caused Israel to sin. 2525 He restored the border of Israel
from the entrance of Lebo Hamath to the Sea of the
Arabah, according to the word of the LORD God of Is-
rael, which He spoke by His servant Jonah the son of
Amittai, the prophet, who was from Gath Hepher.

2626 For the LORD saw the very bitter affliction of Israel.
There was no one left, imprisoned or free, and no
helper for Israel. 2727 The LORD had not said that He
would wipe out the name of Israel from under heaven,
so He saved them by the hand of Jeroboam son of
Joash.

2828 Now the rest of the deeds of Jeroboam, all that he
did and his power, how he fought, and how he recov-
ered for Israel Damascus and Hamath, which had be-
longed to Judah, are they not written in the book of
the annals of the kings of Israel? 2929 Jeroboam slept
with his fathers, with the kings of Israel. Zechariah his
son reigned in his place.

Azariah, King of JudahAzariah, King of Judah
2Ch 26:3–23

In the twenty-seventh year of Jeroboam king of
Israel, Azariah son of Amaziah, king of Judah,

became king. 22 He was sixteen years old when he be-
came king, and he reigned fifty-two years in
Jerusalem. His mother’s name was Jekoliah from
Jerusalem. 33 He did what was right in the sight of the
LORD , according to all that his father Amaziah had
done. 44 But the high places were not removed. The
people continued sacrificing and making offerings on
the high places.

55 The LORD afflicted the king, and he was leprous un-
til the day of his death. He lived in a separate house.
Jotham the king’s son was in charge of the house,
judging the people of the land.

66 Now the rest of the deeds of Azariah, and all that
he did, are they not written in the book of the annals
of the kings of Judah? 77 So Azariah slept with his fa-
thers, and they buried him with his fathers in the City
of David. Jotham his son reigned in his place.

Zechariah, King of IsrZechariah, King of Israelael
88 In the thirty-eighth year of Azariah king of Judah,

Zechariah the son of Jeroboam became king of Israel
in Samaria for six months. 99 He did evil in the sight of
the LORD , as his fathers had done. He did not turn
aside from the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who
caused Israel to sin.

1010 Shallum the son of Jabesh conspired against him,
struck him at Ibleam, and killed him. Then Shallum
reigned in his place. 1111 Now the rest of the deeds of
Zechariah are written in the book of the annals of the
kings of Israel. 1212 This was the word of the LORD which
He spoke to Jehu, “Your sons will sit on the throne of
Israel to the fourth generation.” And it was so.

Shallum, King of IsrShallum, King of Israelael
1313 Shallum son of Jabesh became king in the thirty-

ninth year of Uzziah king of Judah. He reigned for a
month in Samaria. 1414 Then Menahem son of Gadi went
up from Tirzah, entered Samaria, and struck Shallum
son of Jabesh in Samaria and killed him. Then Mena-
hem reigned in his place.

1515 Now the rest of the deeds of Shallum and the con-
spiracy he made are written in the book of the annals
of the kings of Israel.

1616 Then Menahem struck Tiphsah and all who were in
it, and the territories around Tirzah. Because they did
not open up the city to him, he attacked it. Then he
split open all its pregnant woman.

Menahem, King of IsrMenahem, King of Israelael
1717 In the thirty-ninth year of Azariah king of Judah,

Menahem son of Gadi became king over Israel for ten
years in Samaria. 1818 He did evil in the sight of the LORD
. He did not turn aside all his days from the sins of Jer-
oboam the son of Nebat, who caused Israel to sin.

1919 Pul the king of Assyria came against the land, and
Menahem gave Pul a thousand talents †† of silver, that
he might help him strengthen his control of the king-
dom. 2020 Menahem exacted the money from Israel,
from all the very wealthy men, fifty shekels †††† of silver
each, to give to the king of Assyria. So the king of As-
syria left and did not stay there in the land.

2121 The rest of the deeds of Menahem, and all that he
did, are they not written in the book of the annals of

† About 38 tons, or 34 metric tons. †† About 11/4 pounds, or
575 grams.
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the kings of Israel? 2222 And Menahem slept with his fa-
thers, and Pekahiah his son reigned in his place.

Pekahiah, King of IsrPekahiah, King of Israelael
2323 In the fiftieth year of Azariah king of Judah, Pekahi-

ah the son of Menahem became king over Israel in
Samaria for two years. 2424 He did evil in the sight of the
LORD . He did not turn aside from the sins of Jer-
oboam the son of Nebat, who caused Israel to sin.
2525 But Pekah son of Remaliah, his officer, conspired
against him and struck him in Samaria, in the palace
of the king’s house, with Argob, Arieh, and fifty men of
the Gileadites with him. He killed him and reigned in
his place.

2626 Now the rest of the deeds of Pekahiah and all that
he did are written in the book of the annals of the
kings of Israel.

Pekah, King of IsrPekah, King of Israelael
2727 In the fifty-second year of Azariah king of Judah,

Pekah son of Remaliah became king over Israel in
Samaria for twenty years. 2828 He did evil in the sight of
the LORD . He did not turn aside from the sins of Jer-
oboam son of Nebat, who caused Israel to sin.

2929 In the days of Pekah king of Israel, Tiglath-Pileser
king of Assyria came and took Ijon, Abel Beth Maakah,
Janoah, Kedesh, Hazor, Gilead, Galilee, and all the land
of Naphtali, and then exiled them to Assyria. 3030 Then
Hoshea son of Elah made a conspiracy against Pekah
son of Remaliah and struck and killed him. Then he
reigned in his place in the twentieth year of Jotham
son of Uzziah.

3131 The rest of the deeds of Pekah and all that he did
are written in the book of the annals of the kings of Is-
rael.

Jotham, King of JudahJotham, King of Judah
2Ch 27:1–9

3232 In the second year of Pekah son of Remaliah, king
of Israel, Jotham son of Uzziah, king of Judah, became
king. 3333 He was twenty-five years old when he became
king, and he reigned sixteen years in Jerusalem. His
mother’s name was Jerusha daughter of Zadok. 3434 He
did what was right in the sight of the LORD . He did ac-
cording to all that his father Uzziah had done. 3535 Only
he did not remove the high places. The people contin-
ued sacrificing and making offerings on the high
places. He built the upper gate of the house of the
LORD .

3636 Now the rest of the deeds of Jotham, and all that
he did, are they not written in the book of the annals
of the kings of Judah? 3737 In those days the LORD began
to send Rezin king of Aram and Pekah son of Remaliah
against Judah. 3838 Jotham slept with his fathers and was
buried with his fathers in the City of David his father.
Then Ahaz his son reigned in his place.

Ahaz, King of JudahAhaz, King of Judah
2Ch 28:1–27

In the seventeenth year of Pekah son of Remali-
ah, Ahaz son of Jotham, king of Judah, became

king. 22 Ahaz was twenty years old when he became
king, and he reigned for sixteen years in Jerusalem. He
did not do what was right in the sight of the LORD his
God like David his father. 33 He walked in the way of the
kings of Israel and even made his son pass through
the fire according to the abominations of the nations
whom the LORD dispossessed before the children of
Israel. 44 He sacrificed and made offerings on the high
places, on the hills, and under every green tree.

55 Then Rezin king of Aram and Pekah son of Remali-
ah, king of Israel, came up to Jerusalem to battle, and
they besieged Ahaz but could not subdue him. 66 At
that time Rezin king of Aram recovered Elath for Aram
and expelled the Judeans from Elath. The Edomites
came to Elath and live there to this day.

77 So Ahaz sent messengers to Tiglath-Pileser king of
Assyria, saying, “I am your servant and your son.
Come up and save me from the hand of the king of
Aram and from the hand of the king of Israel, who are
rising up against me.” 88 Then Ahaz took the silver and
gold that was found in the house of the LORD and in
the treasures of the king’s house, and sent a present
to the king of Assyria. 99 So the king of Assyria listened
to him. The king of Assyria went up to Damascus, cap-
tured it, exiled the people to Kir, and killed Rezin.

1010 Then King Ahaz went to Damascus to meet Tiglath-
Pileser king of Assyria and saw an altar that was in
Damascus. King Ahaz sent to Uriah the priest a pat-
tern of the altar and model of it, according to the man-
ner of its construction. 1111 Uriah the priest built an altar
according to all that King Ahaz had sent from Damas-
cus. Thus Uriah the priest worked until King Ahaz
came from Damascus. 1212 When the king came back
from Damascus and saw the altar, the king ap-
proached the altar and made offerings on it. 1313 He of-
fered his burnt offering and his grain offering, poured
out his libations, and sprinkled the blood of his peace
offerings upon the altar. 1414 And the bronze altar that
was before the LORD he moved from the front of the
house, from between the altar and the house of the
LORD . He put it on the north side of the new altar.

1515 Then King Ahaz commanded Uriah the priest, “Up-
on the great altar offer the morning burnt offering,
the evening grain offering, the king’s burnt offering,
and his grain offering with the burnt offering of all the
people of the land, their grain offering, and their liba-
tions. Sprinkle on it all the blood of the burnt offering
and all the blood of the sacrifice, and the bronze altar
will be for me to inquire by.” 1616 So Uriah the priest did
everything that King Ahaz commanded.

1717 King Ahaz cut off the bases of the stands and re-
moved the basin from them. He took down the sea
from off the bronze oxen that were under it and put it
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on stone pavement. 1818 The structure for the Sabbath
that they had built in the house and the king’s outer
entrance he removed from the house of the LORD for
the king of Assyria.

1919 Now the rest of the deeds of Ahaz that he did, are
they not written in the book of the annals of the kings
of Judah? 2020 Ahaz slept with his fathers and was buried
with his fathers in the City of David. Then Hezekiah his
son reigned in his place.

Hoshea, King of IsrHoshea, King of Israelael
2Kgs 18:9–12

In the twelfth year of Ahaz king of Judah,
Hoshea son of Elah became king in Samaria

over Israel for nine years. 22 He did evil in the sight of
the LORD , only not as the kings of Israel who were be-
fore him.

33 Shalmaneser king of Assyria came up against him.
Hoshea became his servant and gave him gifts. 44 But
the king of Assyria found conspiracy in Hoshea, for he
had sent messengers to So king of Egypt and offered
up no gift to the king of Assyria as he had done year
by year. So the king of Assyria detained him, and then
put him in prison.

IsrIsrael Exiled to Assyriaael Exiled to Assyria
55 Then the king of Assyria went throughout all the

land, went up to Samaria, and besieged it for three
years. 66 In the ninth year of Hoshea, the king of Assyria
seized Samaria and exiled Israel to Assyria. He put
them in Halah, in Habor by the River of Gozan, and in
the cities of the Medes.

77 This happened because the children of Israel had
sinned against the LORD their God, who had brought
them up from the land of Egypt from under the hand
of Pharaoh king of Egypt. They had feared other gods
88 and walked in the statutes of the nations, whom the
LORD dispossessed before the children of Israel, and
walked in the statutes which the kings of Israel had
made. 99 The children of Israel ascribed things to the
LORD their God that were not so, and they built for
themselves high places in all their cities from the
watchtower to the fortified city. 1010 They set up standing
stones and Asherah poles on every high hill and under
every green tree. 1111 There they burned incense on all
the high places, as the nations did whom the LORD
had carried away before them. And they did wicked
things to provoke the LORD to anger, 1212 for they served
idols, of which the LORD had said to them, “You shall
not do this thing.” 1313 But the LORD warned Israel and
Judah by all the prophets and by all the seers, saying,
“Turn from your evil ways, and keep My command-
ments and My statutes, according to all the law which
I commanded your fathers and which I sent to you by
My servants the prophets.”

1414 But they would not listen. They stiffened their
necks, like the neck of their fathers, who did not be-
lieve in the LORD their God. 1515 They rejected His

statutes and His covenant that He had made with their
fathers and the decrees He had given them. They fol-
lowed idols, and became idolaters, and followed the
surrounding nations, concerning whom the LORD
commanded them, that they should not do like them.

1616 They forsook all the commandments of the LORD
their God, made themselves cast images (two calves),
made an Asherah pole, worshipped all the host of
heaven, and served Baal. 1717 They caused their sons and
daughters to pass through the fire, used divination
and omens, and sold themselves to do evil in the sight
of the LORD to anger Him.

1818 Therefore the LORD was very angry with Israel and
removed them from His presence. None remained ex-
cept the tribe of Judah. 1919 Judah also did not keep the
commandments of the LORD their God, but walked in
the statutes of Israel which they made. 2020 The LORD re-
jected all the seed of Israel, afflicted them, and gave
them into the hand of plunderers until He had cast
them out of His presence.

2121 For He had torn Israel from the house of David,
and they made Jeroboam the son of Nebat king. Jer-
oboam diverted Israel from following the LORD and
caused them to sin greatly. 2222 For the children of Israel
walked in all the sins which Jeroboam committed. They
did not turn aside from them 2323 until the LORD re-
moved Israel from His presence as He had said by all
His servants the prophets. So Israel was exiled from
their land to Assyria until this day.

Assyria Resettles SamariaAssyria Resettles Samaria
2424 Then the king of Assyria brought people from

Babylon, Kuthah, Avva, Hamath, and Sepharvaim and
put them in the cities of Samaria instead of the chil-
dren of Israel. They possessed Samaria and lived in its
cities. 2525 Right at the beginning of their settling there,
they did not fear the LORD , so the LORD sent lions
among them, and they killed some of them. 2626 So they
said to the king of Assyria, “The nations which you
have exiled and settled in the cities of Samaria do not
know the law of the god of the land. Therefore He has
sent lions among them; they are killing them, because
they do not know the requirements of the god of the
land.”

2727 Then the king of Assyria commanded, “Escort back
one of the priests whom you exiled from there and let
him go and dwell there. Let him teach them the law of
the god of the land.” 2828 Then one of the priests whom
they had exiled from Samaria came and lived in
Bethel. He taught them how they should fear the
LORD .

2929 But each nation was making its own gods, and
they put them in the houses of the high places that
the people of Samaria had made, each nation in the
cities where they were living. 3030 The men of Babylon
made Sukkoth Benoth, the men of Kuthah made Ner-
gal, the men of Hamath made Ashima, 3131 the Avvites
made Nibhaz and Tartak. The Sepharvites were burn-
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ing their children in fire to Adrammelek and Anam-
melek, the gods of Sepharvaim. 3232 They feared the
LORD and made from amongst themselves priests of
the high places, who were working for them in the
houses of the high places. 3333 They feared the LORD ,
and they were serving their own gods, after the man-
ner of the nations whom they exiled from there.

3434 To this day they continue to practice their former
customs. They do not fear the LORD , nor are they do-
ing according to the statutes, requirements, the law or
commandment that the LORD commanded the chil-
dren of Jacob, whom He named Israel. 3535 The LORD
had made a covenant and commanded them, saying,
“You shall not fear other gods, nor bow yourselves to
them. You shall not serve them or sacrifice to them.
3636 Rather, the LORD , who brought you up out of the
land of Egypt with great power and an outstretched
arm, Him you shall fear, to Him you shall bow down,
and to Him you shall sacrifice. 3737 The statutes, the ordi-
nances, the law, and the commandment, which He
wrote for you, you shall observe to do forever. And
you shall not fear other gods. 3838 The covenant that I
have made with you, you shall not forget. You shall
not fear other gods. 3939 Rather the LORD your God you
shall fear, and He will deliver you from the hand of all
your enemies.”

4040 But they did not listen; rather they were practicing
their former customs. 4141 So these nations feared the
LORD and were serving their carved images, both
their children and their grandchildren, as their fathers
did, and so they are doing to this day.

HeHezekiah, King of Judahzekiah, King of Judah
2Ch 29:1–2; 31:1, 20–21; 2Ki 17:3–7

In the third year of Hoshea son of Elah, king of
Israel, Hezekiah the son of Ahaz, king of Judah,

became king. 22 He was twenty-five years old when he
became king, and he reigned twenty-nine years in
Jerusalem. His mother’s name was Abi daughter of
Zechariah. 33 He did what was right in the sight of the
LORD , according to everything that David his father
had done. 44 He removed the high places, broke down
the sacred pillars, cut down the Asherah poles, and
crushed the bronze serpent that Moses had made, for
until those days the children of Israel had made offer-
ings to it. They called it Nehushtan.

55 He trusted in the LORD God of Israel. Afterwards,
there was no one like him among all the kings of Ju-
dah or among those who were before him. 66 He clung
to the LORD . He did not depart from following him,
but kept His commandments, which the LORD com-
manded Moses. 77 The LORD was with him. Wherever
he went, he prospered. He rebelled against the king of
Assyria and did not serve him. 88 He struck the
Philistines as far as Gaza and its territory, from watch-
tower to fortified city.

99 In the fourth year of King Hezekiah, which was the
seventh year of Hoshea son of Elah, king of Israel,

Shalmaneser king of Assyria came up against Samaria
and besieged it. 1010 He seized it at the end of three
years. In the sixth year of Hezekiah, that is, the ninth
year of Hoshea king of Israel, Samaria was taken.
1111 Then the king of Assyria exiled Israel to Assyria and
put them in Halah and in Habor by the River of Gozan
and in the cities of the Medes, 1212 because they did not
obey the voice of the LORD their God, but trans-
gressed His covenant and all that Moses the servant of
the LORD commanded, and would not obey or do
them.

Sennacherib Invades JudahSennacherib Invades Judah
Isa 36:1–22; 2Ch 32:9–19

1313 In the fourteenth year of King Hezekiah, Sen-
nacherib king of Assyria came up against all the forti-
fied cities of Judah and captured them. 1414 Hezekiah
king of Judah sent word to the king of Assyria at
Lachish, saying, “I have done wrong; turn away from
me. I will bear whatever you put on me.” So the king of
Assyria required of Hezekiah king of Judah three hun-
dred talents †† of silver and thirty talents †††† of gold. 1515 So
Hezekiah gave him all the silver that was found in the
house of the LORD and in the treasuries of the king’s
house.

1616 At that time Hezekiah cut off the gold from the
doors of the temple of the LORD and from the door-
posts that Hezekiah king of Judah had overlaid and
gave it to the king of Assyria.

1717 Then the king of Assyria sent the Tartan, ‡‡ the Rab-
saris, ‡†‡† and the Rabshakeh ‡‡‡‡ from Lachish to King
Hezekiah with a great army against Jerusalem. So they
went up and came to Jerusalem. When they went up,
they came and stood by the conduit of the upper pool,
which is on the highway of the Fuller’s Field. 1818 Then
they called to the king, and Eliakim the son of Hilkiah,
who was over the household, Shebna the scribe, and
Joah the son of Asaph, the recorder, came out to them.

1919 Then the Rabshakeh said to them, “Speak to
Hezekiah:

“Thus says the great king, the king of Assyria: What
is the basis of your confidence? 2020 You speak empty
words concerning counsel and strength for the war.
Now on whom do you trust, that you have rebelled
against me? 2121 Now, look! You trust in the staff of this
bruised reed, on Egypt, on which if a man leans, it will
enter his hand and pierce it. So is Pharaoh king of
Egypt to all who trust in him. 2222 But if you say to me,
‘We trust in the LORD our God,’ is it not He, whose
high places and altars Hezekiah has removed, saying
to Judah and to Jerusalem, ‘You shall worship before
this altar in Jerusalem’?

2323 “Now, make a wager with my lord king of Assyria. I
will give you two thousand horses if you are able to
set riders on them. 2424 How can you turn away one offi-

† About 11 tons, or 10 metric tons. †† About 1 ton, or 1 met-
ric ton. ‡ Possibly a Commander in Chief. ‡† Possibly a Chief of
Staff. ‡‡ Possibly a Commanding General.
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cial of the least of my master’s servants and put your
trust on Egypt for chariots and horsemen? 2525 Have I
come up apart from the will of the LORD against this
place to destroy it? The LORD said to me, Go up
against this land and destroy it.”

2626 Then Eliakim the son of Hilkiah, Shebna, and Joah
said to the Rabshakeh, “Speak to your servants in Ara-
maic, for we understand it. Do not speak with us in the
language of Judah in earshot of the people who are on
the wall.”

2727 But the Rabshakeh said to them, “Has my master
sent me to speak these words to your master and to
you, and not to the men sitting on the wall, who are
about to eat their own dung and drink their own urine
with you?”

2828 Then the Rabshakeh stood and called with a loud
voice in the language of Judah, “Hear the word of the
great king, the king of Assyria. 2929 Thus says the king:
‘Do not let Hezekiah deceive you, for he is not able to
deliver you from my hand. 3030 Do not let Hezekiah make
you trust in the LORD , saying, The LORD will surely
deliver us, and this city will not be given into the hand
of the king of Assyria.’

3131 “Do not listen to Hezekiah, for thus says the king of
Assyria: ‘Submit to me; come out to me, so that every
man may eat from his own vine and his own fig tree
and drink water from his own cistern, 3232 until I come
and take you to a land like your own land, a land of
grain and wine, a land of bread and vineyards, a land
of olive oil and honey, that you may live and not die.’

“Do not listen to Hezekiah when he leads you astray
saying, The LORD will deliver us. 3333 Has any of the gods
of the nations at all delivered its land from the hand of
the king of Assyria? 3434 Where are the gods of Hamath
and Arpad? Where are the gods of Sepharvaim, Hena,
and Ivvah? Have they delivered Samaria from my
hand? 3535 Who among all the gods of the lands have de-
livered their land out of my hand, that the LORD
should deliver Jerusalem from my hand?”

3636 But the people were silent and answered him not a
word, for the king’s command was, “Do not answer
him.”

3737 Then Eliakim son of Hilkiah, who was over the
household, Shebna the scribe, and Joah the son of As-
aph, the recorder, came to Hezekiah with their clothes
torn and told him the words of the Rabshakeh.

HeHezekiah Consults Isaiahzekiah Consults Isaiah
Isa 37:1–13

When King Hezekiah heard it, he tore his
clothes, covered himself with sackcloth, and en-

tered the house of the LORD . 22 He sent Eliakim, who
was over the household, Shebna the scribe, and the el-
ders of the priests, covered with sackcloth, to Isaiah
the prophet, the son of Amoz. 33 They said to him,
“Thus says Hezekiah: This day is a day of distress,
chastisement, and disgrace, for children have come to
the mouth of the womb, but there is no strength to

birth them. 44 Perhaps the LORD your God will hear all
the words of the Rabshakeh, whom the king of Assyr-
ia, his master, has sent to taunt the living God and will
rebuke the words that the LORD your God has heard,
and you might lift up a prayer for the remnant that are
left.”

55 When the servants of King Hezekiah came to Isaiah,
66 Isaiah said to them, “Thus shall you say to your mas-
ter, ‘Thus says the LORD : Do not be afraid of the
words that you have heard, with which the servants of
the king of Assyria have blasphemed Me. 77 I am
putting a spirit in him, and he will hear a report and
return to his own land. Then I will cause him to fall by
the sword in his own land.’”

Sennacherib Defies theSennacherib Defies the LLORDORD
88 Then the Rabshakeh returned and found the king

of Assyria warring against Libnah, for he had heard
that he had departed from Lachish.

99 When the king heard concerning Tirhakah king of
Cush, “He has come out to fight against you,” he sent
messengers to Hezekiah, saying, 1010 “Thus you shall
speak to Hezekiah king of Judah, saying: Do not let
your God in whom you trust deceive you, saying:
Jerusalem will not be given into the hand of the king of
Assyria. 1111 You have heard what the kings of Assyria
have done to all lands by annihilating them. Will you
be delivered? 1212 Have the gods of the nations delivered
them, the nations that my fathers destroyed, Gozan,
Harran, Rezeph, and the sons of Eden who were in Tel
Assar? 1313 Where is the king of Hamath, the king of
Arpad, the king of the city of Sepharvaim, of Hena, and
Ivvah?”

HeHezekiahzekiah’’s Prs Prayerayer
Isa 37:14–20

1414 Hezekiah received the letter from the hand of the
messengers and read it. Then Hezekiah went up to the
house of the LORD and spread it before the LORD .
1515 Then Hezekiah prayed before the LORD and said, “O
LORD , God of Israel, who sits on the cherubim, You
alone are God over all the kingdoms of the earth. You
have made the sky and the earth. 1616 Incline, O LORD ,
Your ear and hear. Open, O LORD , Your eyes and see.
Hear the words of Sennacherib, which he sent to taunt
the living God.

1717 “Surely, O LORD , the kings of Assyria have annihi-
lated the nations and their lands 1818 and have put their
gods in the fire, for they were no gods but the work of
men’s hands, wood and stone; thus they have been
destroyed. 1919 So now, O LORD our God, save us from
his hand, that all the kingdoms of the earth may know
that You, O LORD , are God alone.”
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Isaiah PrIsaiah Prophesies Sennacheribophesies Sennacherib’’s Falls Fall
Isa 37:21–38; 2Ch 32:20–21

2020 Then Isaiah son of Amoz sent word to Hezekiah,
saying, “Thus says the LORD God of Israel: That which
you have prayed to Me concerning Sennacherib king
of Assyria I have heard. 2121 This is the word that the
LORD has spoken concerning him:
She despises you, she ridicules you—
virgin daughter of Zion.

Behind you, she shakes her head—
daughter of Jerusalem.

2222 Whom have you taunted and blasphemed?
And against whom have you raised a voice

and lifted your eyes upward?
Against the Holy One of Israel.

2323 By your messengers
you have taunted the Lord,

and have said,
‘With my many chariots

I have gone up the height of the mountains,
to farthest reaches of Lebanon,

and I will cut down its tallest cedars,
its choicest junipers.

I will enter its most remote canopies of night,
its dense forest.

2424 I have dug wellswells
and drunk foreign waters,

and I dried up with the sole of my foot
all the streams of Egypt.’

2525 “Have you not heard?
Long ago I arranged it,

in ancient times I formed it;
now I bring it to pass,

that you will turn impregnable cities
into desolate heaps of stones.

2626 Their inhabitants are powerless;
they are terrified and ashamed.

They are like grass of the field
and new vegetation,

grass on the roof tops,
scorched before it stands.

2727 “But I know your dwelling place,
your going out and your coming in,
and your raging against Me.

2828 Because you have raged against Me,
and your self-assuredness has come up to My ears,

I will put My hook in your nose
and My bridle on your lips,

and I will turn you back
on the way by which you came.

2929 “This will be the sign to you:
This year you will eat what grows itself,
and in the second year the same.

Then in the third year sow, reap,
and plant vineyards, and eat their fruits.

3030 The spared of the house of Judah who remain
will again take root below, and bear fruit above.

3131 For from Jerusalem a remnant will go forth,
and escapees from Mount Zion.

“The zeal of the LORD of Hosts will do this.
3232 “Therefore thus says the LORD concerning the king

of Assyria:
He will not enter this city,
shoot an arrow there,

approach it with shield,
or heap up a siege ramp against it.

3333 By the way that he came, he will return;
he will not enter this city,
declares the LORD .

3434 For I will protect this city to save it,
for My own sake and for the sake of David My ser-

vant.”

The Death of SennacheribThe Death of Sennacherib
3535 On that night the angel of the LORD went out and

struck one hundred and eighty-five thousand in the
camp of the Assyrians. When others woke up early in
the morning, these were all dead bodies. 3636 So Sen-
nacherib king of Assyria departed and stayed in Nin-
eveh.

3737 As he was worshipping in the house of Nisrok his
god, Adrammelek and Sharezer his sons struck him
with the sword, and they escaped into the land of
Ararat. Esarhaddon his son reigned in his place.

HeHezekiahzekiah’’s Life Extendeds Life Extended
2Ch 32:24–26; Isa 38:1–8

In those days Hezekiah became ill and was near
death. The prophet Isaiah son of Amoz came to

him, and said to him, “Thus says the LORD : Set your
house in order, for you shall die and not live.”

22 Then he turned his face toward the wall and prayed
to the LORD , saying, 33 “Please, O LORD , remember
how I have walked before You faithfully and with an
undivided heart and have done what is good in Your
sight.” And Hezekiah wept bitterly.

44 Now before Isaiah had come out of the middle
courtyard, the word of the LORD came to him, saying,
55 “Turn back and say to Hezekiah the leader of My peo-
ple: Thus says the LORD , the God of David your fa-
ther: I have heard your prayer; I have seen your tears.
I will heal you. On the third day you shall go up to the
house of the LORD . 66 I will add to your days fifteen
years, and I will deliver you and this city from the hand
of the king of Assyria. I will defend this city for My own
sake and for the sake of David My servant.”

77 Then Isaiah said, “Take a cake of figs.” So they took
it and laid it on the boil, and he recovered.

88 Hezekiah said to Isaiah, “What will be the sign that
the LORD will heal me, and that I should go up to the
house of the LORD on the third day?”

99 Isaiah said, “This is the sign to you from the LORD ,
that the LORD will do the thing that He has spoken:
Should the shadow walk forward ten steps or go back
ten steps?”
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1010 And Hezekiah answered, “It is an easy thing for the
shadow to stretch ten steps, so let it go back ten
steps.”

1111 Isaiah the prophet called to the LORD , and He
made the shadow go back ten steps on the stairs of
Ahaz.

EnvoEnvoys Frys From Babom Babylonylon
Isa 39:1–8; 2Ch 32:32–33

1212 At that time Marduk-Baladan son of Baladan, king
of Babylon, sent letters and a gift to Hezekiah, for he
had heard that Hezekiah had been ill. 1313 Hezekiah wel-
comed them and showed them all the treasure house,
the silver, the gold, the spices, the fine oil, all the ar-
mory, and all that was found in his storehouses. There
was nothing in his house nor in all his dominion that
Hezekiah did not show them.

1414 Then Isaiah the prophet came to King Hezekiah
and said to him, “What did these men say? From
where did they come to you?”

Hezekiah said, “They came from a distant land, from
Babylon.”

1515 He said, “What have they seen in your house?”
Hezekiah said, “They have seen everything in my

house. There is nothing in my storehouses that I did
not show them.”

1616 Isaiah said to Hezekiah, “Hear the word of the
LORD : 1717 The days are coming when everything that is
in your house and that your fathers have stored up
until this day will be carried off to Babylon. Nothing
will be left, says the LORD . 1818 Some of your sons who
go out from you, who will be born to you, will be taken
away. They will be eunuchs in the palace of the king of
Babylon.”

1919 Then Hezekiah said to Isaiah, “The word of the
LORD that you have spoken is good.” And he said,
“Why not, if there is peace and security in my days?”

The Death of HeThe Death of Hezekiahzekiah
2020 The rest of the deeds of Hezekiah, all his power,

how he made a pool and a conduit and brought water
into the city, are they not written in the book of the an-
nals of the kings of Judah? 2121 Hezekiah slept with his
fathers, and Manasseh his son reigned in his place.

Manasseh, King of JudahManasseh, King of Judah
2Ch 33:1–20

Manasseh was twelve years old when he be-
came king, and he reigned fifty-five years in

Jerusalem. His mother’s name was Hephzibah. 22 He did
evil in the sight of the LORD , according to the abomi-
nations of the nations whom the LORD dispossessed
before the children of Israel. 33 He went back and re-
built the high places that Hezekiah his father had de-
stroyed. He erected altars for Baal, made an Asherah
pole as Ahab king of Israel had done, and worshipped
all the host of heaven and served them. 44 He built al-

tars in the house of the LORD , of which the LORD had
said, “In Jerusalem I will put My name.” 55 He built altars
for all the host of heaven in the two courts of the
house of the LORD . 66 He made his son pass through
the fire, was conjuring and seeking omens, and dealt
with mediums and soothsayers. He did much evil in
the sight of the LORD , provoking Him to anger.

77 He put a carved image of Asherah that he had
made in the house of which the LORD said to David
and to Solomon his son, “In this house and in
Jerusalem, which I have chosen out of all tribes of Is-
rael, I will put My name forever. 88 I will not make the
feet of Israel to wander homeless from the land that I
gave to their fathers, if only they will be careful to do
according to all that I have commanded them and ac-
cording to all the law that My servant Moses com-
manded them.” 99 But they did not listen. Manasseh led
them to do more evil than the nations whom the LORD
had destroyed before the children of Israel.

1010 The LORD spoke by His servants the prophets, say-
ing, 1111 “Because Manasseh king of Judah has done
these abominations, things more evil than all that the
Amorites did, and has also caused Judah to sin with his
idols, 1212 therefore thus says the LORD God of Israel: I
am bringing evil on Jerusalem and Judah, such evil
that the ears of whoever hears about it will tingle. 1313 I
will stretch over Jerusalem the measuring line of
Samaria and the level of the house of Ahab, and I will
wipe out Jerusalem as one wipes out a bowl, wiping it
and turning it upside down. 1414 I will disregard the rem-
nant of My inheritance and give them into the hand of
their enemies. They shall become plunder and spoil
for all their enemies, 1515 because they have done evil in
My sight and have provoked Me to anger, since the
day their fathers came out of Egypt, even to this day.”

1616 Moreover, Manasseh shed innocent blood very
much, until he had filled Jerusalem from one end to
the other; besides his sin he caused Judah to sin by do-
ing evil in the sight of the LORD .

1717 Now the rest of the deeds of Manasseh, all that he
did, and his sin that he committed, are they not writ-
ten in the book of the annals of the kings of Judah?
1818 Manasseh slept with his fathers, and was buried in
the garden of his house, in the garden of Uzza. Amon
his son reigned in his place.

Amon, King of JudahAmon, King of Judah
2Ch 33:21–25

1919 Amon was twenty-two years old when he became
king. He reigned two years in Jerusalem. His mother’s
name was Meshullemeth, daughter of Haruz of Jot-
bah. 2020 He did evil in the sight of the LORD , as his fa-
ther Manasseh had done. 2121 He walked in all the ways
that his father walked, served the idols that his father
served, and worshipped them. 2222 He abandoned the
LORD God of his fathers, and he did not walk in the
way of the LORD .
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2323

2323 The servants of Amon conspired against him and
killed the king in his house. 2424 But the people of the
land struck all those who conspired against King
Amon, and the people of the land made Josiah his son
king in his place.

2525 Now the rest of the deeds of Amon that he did, are
they not written in the book of the annals of the kings
of Judah? 2626 And he was buried in his tomb in the gar-
den of Uzza, and Josiah his son reigned in his place.

Josiah, King of JudahJosiah, King of Judah
2Ch 34:1–28

Josiah was eight years old when he became
king, and he reigned thirty-one years in

Jerusalem. His mother’s name was Jedidah daughter
of Adaiah from Bozkath. 22 He did what was right in the
sight of the LORD and walked in all the ways of David
his father. He did not turn aside to the right hand or to
the left.

The Book of the Law FoundThe Book of the Law Found
33 In the eighteenth year of King Josiah the king sent

Shaphan son of Azaliah, son of Meshullam, the scribe,
to the house of the LORD , saying, 44 “Go up to Hilkiah
the high priest, and have him prepare the money that
has been brought to the house of the LORD , which
the keepers of the threshold have gathered from the
people. 55 Let them deliver it to the hand of the ap-
pointed workers of the house of the LORD , and let
them give it to the workers who are in the house of
the LORD to repair the damages to the house, 66 that is,
to the carpenters, the builders, and the masons to buy
timber and cut stone to repair the house. 77 But there
need be no settling of accounts with them concerning
the money that was given to their hand, because they
are behaving honestly.”

88 Hilkiah the high priest said to Shaphan the scribe, “I
have found the Book of the Law in the house of the
LORD .” Hilkiah gave the book to Shaphan, and he
read it. 99 Then Shaphan the scribe came to the king
and brought the king a report. He said, “Your servants
have emptied the money that was found in the house
and have given it into the hand of the appointed work-
ers of the house of the LORD .” 1010 Shaphan the scribe
informed the king, saying, “Hilkiah the priest has given
me a book.” So Shaphan read it before the king.

1111 When the king had heard the words of the Book of
the Law, he tore his clothes. 1212 Then the king com-
manded Hilkiah the priest, Ahikam son of Shaphan,
Akbor son of Micaiah, Shaphan the scribe, and Asaiah,
a servant of the king, saying, 1313 “Go, inquire of the
LORD for me, for the people, and for all Judah con-
cerning the words of this book that has been found,
for great is the wrath of the LORD that is kindled
against us, because our fathers have not obeyed the
words of this book by doing according to all that is
written concerning us.”

1414 So Hilkiah the priest, Ahikam, Akbor, Shaphan, and
Asaiah went to Huldah the prophetess, wife of Shal-
lum, son of Tikvah, son of Harhas, keeper of the
wardrobe (she lived in Jerusalem in the second quar-
ter), and they spoke with her.

1515 She said to them, “Thus says the LORD God of Is-
rael: Tell the man that sent you to Me, 1616 Thus says the
LORD : See, I will bring evil on this place and on its in-
habitants—all the words of the book that the king of
Judah has read. 1717 Because they have forsaken Me and
have made offerings to other gods, so that they have
provoked Me to anger with all the works of their
hands, therefore My wrath will be kindled against this
place, and it will not be quenched. 1818 But to the king of
Judah who sent you to inquire of the LORD , thus shall
you say to him, “Thus says the LORD God of Israel with
regard to the words you have heard: 1919 Because your
heart was timid, and you humbled yourself before the
LORD when you heard what I spoke against this place
and against its inhabitants, that they should become a
desolation and a curse, and you have torn your
clothes and wept before Me, I also have heard you, de-
clares the LORD . 2020 Therefore, I will gather you to your
fathers, and you will be gathered to your grave in
peace. Your eyes will not see all the evil which I am
about to bring upon this place.”

Then they brought the king a report.

Josiah ReneJosiah Renews the Cows the Covenantvenant
2Ch 34:3–33; 35:1–36:1

Then the king sent them away and they gath-
ered all the elders of Judah and Jerusalem to

him. 22 The king went up to the house of the LORD ,
and all the men of Judah and all the inhabitants of
Jerusalem with him, the priests, the prophets, and all
the people, both small and great. He read in their
hearing all the words of the Book of the Covenant that
was found in the house of the LORD . 33 The king stood
by a pillar and made a covenant before the LORD to
follow the LORD , to keep His commandments, His tes-
timonies, and His statutes with all his heart and all his
soul, to perform the words of this covenant that were
written in this book. All the people agreed with the
covenant.

44 The king commanded Hilkiah the high priest, the
priests of the second order, and the keepers of the
threshold to bring out of the temple of the LORD all
the implements that were made for Baal, for Asherah,
and for all the host of heaven. Then he burned them
outside Jerusalem in the fields of Kidron and carried
their ashes to Bethel. 55 Then he removed the idola-
trous priests whom the kings of Judah had ordained to
burn incense on the high places at the cities of Judah
and around Jerusalem; those also who burned incense
to Baal, to the sun, to the moon, to the constellations,
and to all the host of heaven. 66 He brought out the
Asherah from the house of the LORD to the outside of
Jerusalem, to the Kidron Valley. Then he burned it at
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the Kidron Valley, crushed it to dust, and threw its dust
upon the graves of the people. 77 He tore down the
houses of the male cult prostitutes that were in the
house of the LORD , where the women were weaving
hangings for the Asherah.

88 He brought all the priests out of the cities of Judah
and defiled the high places where the priests had
made offerings, from Geba to Beersheba. He broke
down the high places of the gates at the entry of the
gates of Joshua the governor of the city, which were
on the left at the gate of the city. 99 However the priests
of the high places did not go up to the altar of the
LORD in Jerusalem. Instead they ate unleavened bread
among their fellow priests.

1010 He defiled Topheth, which is in the Valley of Ben
Hinnom, so that no man would make his son or his
daughter pass through the fire to Molek. 1111 He re-
moved the horses that the kings of Judah had given to
the sun, at the entry of the house of the LORD , by the
hall of Nathan-Melek the eunuch, which was in the
vestibule. The chariots of the sun he burned with fire.

1212 The altars that were on the roof of the upper
chamber of Ahaz, which the kings of Judah had made,
and the altars which Manasseh had made in the two
courts of the house of the LORD the king tore down
and banished from there and threw their dust into the
Kidron Valley. 1313 The high places east of Jerusalem,
south of the Mount of Corruption, which Solomon the
king of Israel had built for Ashtoreth the abomination
of the Sidonians, for Chemosh the abomination of the
Moabites, and for Molek the abomination of the Am-
monites, the king defiled. 1414 He broke the standing
stones, cut down the Asherah poles, and filled their
sites with human bones.

1515 Moreover, the altar that was at Bethel and the high
place which Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who made Is-
rael sin, had made, both that altar and the high place
he tore down. Then he burned the high place and
crushed it to powder, and he burned the Asherah. 1616 As
Josiah turned, he saw the tombs that were there on
the mount. He took the bones out of the tombs and
burned them on the altar and defiled it, according to
the word of the LORD that the man of God proclaimed,
the one who announced these things.

1717 Then he said, “What is this monument that I see?”
The men of the city said to him, “It is the tomb of the

man of God who came from Judah and proclaimed
these things that you have done against the altar of
Bethel.”

1818 He said, “Let him rest. No one shall disturb his
bones.” So they let his bones alone, with the bones of
the prophet who came out of Samaria.

1919 Moreover, all the houses of the high places that
were in the cities of Samaria, which the kings of Israel
had made to provoke the LORD to anger, Josiah re-
moved. He did to them just as he had done in Bethel.
2020 He slaughtered on the altars all the priests of the

high places who were there, and burned human
bones on them. Then he returned to Jerusalem.

2121 The king commanded all the people, “Keep the
Passover to the LORD your God as it is written in this
Book of the Covenant.” 2222 For such a Passover had not
been kept from the days of the judges who judged Is-
rael, nor in all the days of the kings of Israel and the
kings of Judah. 2323 But in the eighteenth year of King
Josiah, this Passover was kept to the LORD in
Jerusalem.

2424 Moreover, Josiah disposed of the mediums, the
soothsayers, the teraphim, the idols, and all the abom-
inations that were seen in the land of Judah and in
Jerusalem, so that he established the words of the law
that were written in the book that Hilkiah the priest
found in the house of the LORD . 2525 Now there had
been no king like him before or after, who turned to
the LORD with all his heart, with all his soul, and with
all his might, according to all the Law of Moses.

2626 However, the LORD did not turn from the fierce-
ness of His great wrath, by which His anger was kin-
dled against Judah, because of all the provocations
with which Manasseh had provoked Him. 2727 The LORD
said, “I will also remove Judah from before Me, as I
have removed Israel. I will reject this city that I have
chosen, Jerusalem, and the house of which I said, My
name shall be there.”

Josiah Dies in BattleJosiah Dies in Battle
2828 Now the rest of the deeds of Josiah, and all that he

did, are they not written in the book of the annals of
the kings of Judah?

2929 In his days Pharaoh Necho, king of Egypt, went up
against the king of Assyria to the River Euphrates. King
Josiah went to meet him, but he killed him at Megiddo
when he had seen him. 3030 His servants carried him
dead in a chariot from Megiddo, brought him to
Jerusalem, and buried him in his own tomb. The peo-
ple of the land took Jehoahaz the son of Josiah, anoint-
ed him, and made him king in place of his father.

Jehoahaz, King of JudahJehoahaz, King of Judah
2Ch 36:2–4

3131 Jehoahaz was twenty-three years old when he be-
came king, and he reigned three months in Jerusalem.
His mother’s name was Hamutal daughter of Jeremiah
of Libnah. 3232 He did evil in the sight of the LORD , ac-
cording to all that his fathers had done. 3333 Pharaoh Ne-
cho imprisoned him at Riblah in the land of Hamath,
so that he might not reign in Jerusalem, and imposed
tribute on the land of a hundred talents †† of silver and
a talent †††† of gold. 3434 Pharaoh Necho made Eliakim son
of Josiah king in place of Josiah his father and changed
his name to Jehoiakim. He took Jehoahaz away and
went to Egypt, and he died there. 3535 Jehoiakim gave the
silver and gold to Pharaoh, but he taxed the land to

† About 33/4 tons, or 3.4 metric tons. †† About 75 pounds, or
34 kilograms.
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2525

give the money according to Pharaoh’s demand. Ac-
cording to an assessed amount, he exacted the silver
and gold from the people of the land to give to
Pharaoh Necho.

Jehoiakim, King of JudahJehoiakim, King of Judah
2Ch 36:5–8

3636 Jehoiakim was twenty-five years old when he be-
came king. He reigned eleven years in Jerusalem. His
mother’s name was Zebidah daughter of Pedaiah of
Rumah. 3737 He did evil in the sight of the LORD , accord-
ing to all that his fathers had done.

Judah Overrun bJudah Overrun by Enemiesy Enemies

In his days Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon
came up, and Jehoiakim became his servant for

three years. Then he turned and rebelled against him.
22 The LORD sent against him bands of Chaldeans,
bands of Arameans, bands of Moabites, and bands of
Ammonites. He sent them against Judah to destroy it,
according to the word of the LORD that He spoke by
His servants the prophets. 33 Surely at the decree of the
LORD this came upon Judah, to remove them from be-
fore Him, for the sins of Manasseh, according to all
that he had done, 44 and also for the innocent blood
that he had shed, for he filled Jerusalem with innocent
blood, and the LORD was not willing to pardon.

55 Now the rest of the deeds of Jehoiakim and all that
he did, are they not written in the book of the annals
of the kings of Judah? 66 So Jehoiakim slept with his fa-
thers, and Jehoiachin his son reigned in his place.

77 The king of Egypt did not come again from his land,
for the king of Babylon had taken over from the Brook
of Egypt to the River Euphrates all that belonged to
the king of Egypt.

Jehoiachin, King of JudahJehoiachin, King of Judah
2Ch 36:9–10

88 Jehoiachin was eighteen years old when he became
king. He reigned in Jerusalem three months. His moth-
er’s name was Nehushta daughter of Elnathan of
Jerusalem. 99 He did evil in the sight of the LORD , ac-
cording to all that his father had done.

1010 At that time the servants of Nebuchadnezzar king
of Babylon came up against Jerusalem, and the city
was under siege. 1111 Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon
came up to the city while his servants were besieging
it, 1212 and Jehoiachin king of Judah went out to the king
of Babylon, he, his mother, his servants, his princes,
and his eunuchs. The king of Babylon took him in the
eighth year of his reign.

The Captivity of JerusalemThe Captivity of Jerusalem
1313 He brought out from there all the treasures of the

house of the LORD and the treasures of the king’s
house, and cut in pieces all the implements of gold in
the temple of the LORD , which Solomon king of Israel

had made, just as the LORD had spoken. 1414 He exiled
all Jerusalem, all the princes, and all the mighty men
of valor, ten thousand captives, and all the craftsmen
and smiths. No one remained, except the poorest peo-
ple of the land.

1515 He exiled Jehoiachin in Babylon. The king’s mother,
the king’s wives, his eunuchs, and the elite of the land
he took into exile from Jerusalem to Babylon. 1616 All the
fighting men, seven thousand, the craftsmen and
smiths, one thousand, all those strong and fit for war
the king of Babylon brought them into exile in Baby-
lon. 1717 The king of Babylon made Mattaniah, the uncle
of Jehoiachin, king in his place and changed his name
to Zedekiah.

Zedekiah, King of JudahZedekiah, King of Judah
2Ch 36:11–16; Jer 52:1–3

1818 Zedekiah was twenty-one years old when he be-
came king. He reigned eleven years in Jerusalem. His
mother’s name was Hamutal daughter of Jeremiah of
Libnah. 1919 He did evil in the sight of the LORD , accord-
ing to all that Jehoiakim had done. 2020 Because of the
anger of the LORD this happened in Jerusalem and Ju-
dah until He threw them out from His presence. But
Zedekiah rebelled against the king of Babylon.

The Fall and Exile of JudahThe Fall and Exile of Judah
Jer 39:1–10; 40:7–9; 41:1–18; 52:4–27; 2Ch 36:17–20

In the ninth year of his reign, in the tenth
month, on the tenth day of the month, Neb-

uchadnezzar king of Babylon came, he and all his
army, against Jerusalem, and set up camp near it. They
built siege mounds against it all around. 22 The city
came under siege until the eleventh year of King
Zedekiah. 33 On the ninth day of the fourth month the
famine was severe in the city, and there was no food
for the people of the land. 44 The city was breached,
and all the fighting men fled by night by the way of
the gate between the two walls, which is by the king’s
garden, though the Chaldeans were all around the
city. They went along the way of the Arabah. 55 Then
the army of the Chaldeans pursued the king and over-
took him in the plains of Jericho. All his army deserted
him. 66 So they captured the king and brought him up
to the king of Babylon at Riblah, and they passed sen-
tence upon him. 77 They slaughtered the sons of
Zedekiah before his eyes, and put out the eyes of
Zedekiah. They bound him with bronze fetters and
brought him to Babylon.

88 In the fifth month, on the seventh day of the month
(that was the nineteenth year of King Nebuchadnez-
zar, king of Babylon), Nebuzaradan, the captain of the
bodyguard, a servant of the king of Babylon, came to
Jerusalem. 99 He burned the house of the LORD , the
king’s house, and all the houses of Jerusalem. Every
great house he burned with fire. 1010 All the army of the
Chaldeans who were with the captain of the guard
tore down the walls of Jerusalem all around. 1111 The rest
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of the people who remained in the city, the deserters
who had defected to the king of Babylon, and the rest
of the crowd Nebuzaradan the captain of the body-
guard took into exile. 1212 But the captain of the body-
guard left some of the poor of the land to be vine-
dressers and farmers.

1313 The bronze pillars that were in the house of the
LORD , the stands, and the bronze sea that were in the
house of the LORD the Chaldeans broke in pieces, and
carried their bronze to Babylon. 1414 The pots, the shov-
els, the snuffers, the incense bowls, and all the bronze
implements which were used in service they took
away. 1515 The fire pans and sprinkling basins that were
fine gold and fine silver the captain of the bodyguard
took.

1616 The two pillars, the one sea, and the stands, which
Solomon had made for the house of the LORD —the
bronze of all these implements was beyond weight.
1717 The height of the one pillar was eighteen cubits, ††

and a bronze capital was on it. The height of the capi-
tal was three cubits. †††† Latticework and pomegranates,
all of bronze, were on the capital all around. The sec-
ond pillar with its latticework was like it.

1818 The captain of the bodyguard took Seraiah the
chief priest, Zephaniah the second priest, and the
three keepers of the threshold. 1919 From the city he took
a eunuch who was an officer over the fighting men,
five men of the king’s council who were found in the
city, the chief scribe of the army who mustered the
people of the land, and sixty men from the people of
the land who were found in the city. 2020 Nebuzaradan
captain of the bodyguard took them, and brought
them to the king of Babylon at Riblah. 2121 Then the king
of Babylon struck them down and killed them at Riblah
in the land of Hamath.

Thus he exiled Judah from their land.
† About 27 feet, or 8.1 a meters. †† About 41/2 feet, or 1.4

meters.

Gedaliah, GoGedaliah, Governor of Judahvernor of Judah
2222 Over the people who remained in the land of Ju-

dah, whom Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon had left,
he appointed Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, the son of
Shaphan. 2323 When all the captains of the armies, they
and their men, heard that the king of Babylon had ap-
pointed Gedaliah, they came to Gedaliah at Mizpah,
that is, Ishmael son of Nethaniah, Johanan son of
Kareah, Seraiah son of Tanhumeth the Netophathite,
and Jaazaniah son of the Maakathite, they and their
men. 2424 Gedaliah swore to them and to their men, and
said to them, “Do not be afraid of being the servants
of the Chaldeans. Live in the land and serve the king
of Babylon, and it will go well for you.”

2525 But in the seventh month, Ishmael the son of
Nethaniah, the son of Elishama, of the royal line, came
with ten men and struck down Gedaliah. He died
along with the Judeans and Chaldeans who were with
him at Mizpah. 2626 Then all the people, both small and
great, and the captains of the armies arose and went
to Egypt, for they were afraid of the Chaldeans.

Jehoiachin Released frJehoiachin Released from Prisonom Prison
Jer 52:31–34

2727 In the thirty-seventh year of the exile of Jehoiachin
king of Judah, in the twelfth month, on the twenty-sev-
enth day of the month, Awel-Marduk king of Babylon,
in the year that he became king, released Jehoiachin
king of Judah from prison. 2828 He spoke kindly to him,
and gave him a throne above the thrones of the kings
that were with him in Babylon. 2929 He changed his
prison garments, and he ate food continually before
him all the days of his life. 3030 His allowance was a regu-
lar allowance given him by the king every day, all the
days of his life.
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1 CHRONICLES1 CHRONICLES
The first book of Chronicles was likely written between 450 and 425 BC. Jewish tradition attributes authorship
to Ezra. This was after the captives began to return from Babylonian exile in 538 BC. Its theme of genealogy
and history, especially regarding David and Solomon, focuses on Judah and the priestly lineage who would
maintain the temple sacrifices. Both books of the Chronicles were composed later than the books of Kings.
First Chronicles can be divided into genealogies of the patriarchs and twelve sons of Israel, the last days and
death of King Saul, and the reign of King David and his death. Special events include the return of the ark of
the covenant to Jerusalem and the account of David gathering material to build the temple.

The GenerThe Generations Frations From Adam to Abrom Adam to Abrahamaham

Adam, Seth, Enosh; 22 Kenan, Mahalalel, Jared;
33 Enoch, Methuselah, Lamech;

44 Noah,
Shem, Ham, and Japheth.

JaphethitesJaphethites
Ge 10:2–5

55 The sons of Japheth werweree
Gomer, Magog, Madai, Javan, Tubal, Meshek, and
Tiras.

66 The sons of Gomer werweree
Ashkenaz, Riphath, and Togarmah.

77 The sons of Javan werweree
Elishah, Tarshish, the Kittites, and the Rodanites.

HamitesHamites
Ge 10:6–20

88 The sons of Ham werweree
Cush, Egypt, Put, and Canaan.

99 The sons of Cush werweree
Seba, Havilah, Sabta, Raamah, and Sabteka.

The sons of Raamah werweree
Sheba and Dedan.

1010 Cush became the father of
Nimrod, who began to be mighty on the earth.

1111 Egypt became the father of
the Ludites, Anamites, Lehabites, and Naph-
tuhites, 1212 Pathrusites, Kasluhites (from whom
came the Philistines), and the Caphtorites.

1313 Canaan became the father of
Sidon, his firstborn, and Heth 1414 and the Jebusites,
the Amorites, the Girgashites, 1515 the Hivites, the
Arkites, the Sinites, 1616 the Arvadites, the Zemarites,
and the Hamathites.

SemitesSemites
Ge 10:21–31; 11:10–27

1717 The sons of Shem werweree
Elam, Ashur, Arphaxad, Lud, Aram,

Uz, Hul, Gether, and Meshek.
1818 Arphaxad became the father of Shelah,
and Shelah became the father of Eber.

1919 Two sons were born to Eber:
The name of one waswas Peleg, for in his days the
earth was divided, and the name of his brother
waswas Joktan.

2020 Joktan became the father of
Almodad, Sheleph, Hazarmaveth, and Jerah,
2121 Hadoram, Uzal, and Diklah, 2222 Ebal, Abimael,
Sheba, 2323 Ophir, Havilah, and Jobab. All these werweree
the sons of Joktan.

2424 Shem, Arphaxad, Shelah,
2525 Eber, Peleg, Reu,
2626 Serug, Nahor, Terah,
2727 and Abram, who is Abraham.

The GenerThe Generations of Abrations of Abrahamaham
2828 The sons of Abraham werweree
Isaac and Ishmael.

Descendants of HagarDescendants of Hagar
Ge 25:12–16

2929 These araree their generations:
The firstborn of Ishmael waswas Nebaioth, then
Kedar, Adbeel, Mibsam, 3030 Mishma, Dumah, Mas-
sa, Hadad, Tema, 3131 Jetur, Naphish, and Kedemah.
These werweree the sons of Ishmael.

Descendants of KeturDescendants of Keturahah
Ge 25:1–4

3232 The sons of Keturah, Abraham’s concubine:
She bore Zimran, Jokshan, Medan, Midian, Ishbak,
and Shuah.

The sons of Jokshan werweree
Sheba and Dedan.

3333 The sons of Midian werweree
Ephah, Epher, Hanok, Abida, and Eldaah.

All these werweree the sons of Keturah.
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Descendants of SarDescendants of Sarahah
Ge 36:10–14

3434 Abraham alsoalso became the father of Isaac.
The sons of Isaac werweree
Esau and Israel.

3535 The sons of Esau werweree
Eliphaz, Reuel, Jeush, Jalam, and Korah.

3636 The sons of Eliphaz werweree
Teman, Omar, Zephi, Gatam, Kenaz, Timna, and
Amalek.

3737 The sons of Reuel werweree
Nahath, Zerah, Shammah, and Mizzah.

Descendants of Esau in EdomDescendants of Esau in Edom
Ge 36:20–43

3838 The sons of Seir werweree
Lotan, Shobal, Zibeon, Anah, Dishon, Ezer, and
Dishan.

3939 The sons of Lotan werweree
Hori and Homam; the sister of Lotan waswas Timna.

4040 The sons of Shobal werweree
Alian, Manahath, Ebal, Shepho, and Onam.

The sons of Zibeon werweree
Aiah and Anah.

4141 The son of Anah waswas
Dishon.

The sons of Dishon werweree
Hamran, Eshban, Ithran, and Keran.

4242 The sons of Ezer werweree
Bilhan, Zaavan, and Jaakan.

The sons of Dishan werweree
Uz and Aran.

4343 These araree the kings who reigned in the land of
Edom before anyany king reigned ooverver the children of
Israel:
Bela the son of Beor (the name of his city waswas Din-
habah).

4444 When Bela died, Jobab the son of Zerah from
Bozrah reigned in his place.

4545 When Jobab died, Husham from the land of the
Temanites reigned in his place.
4646 When Husham died, Hadad the son of Bedad, the
one who struck Midian in the open field of Moab,
reigned in his place (the name of his city waswas Avith).
4747 When Hadad died, Samlah from Masrekah
reigned in his place.
4848 When Samlah died, Shaul from Rehoboth on the
River reigned in his place.
4949 When Shaul died, Baal-Hanan the son of Akbor
reigned in his place.
5050 When Baal-Hanan died, Hadad reigned in his
place (the name of his city waswas Pai, and the name
of his wife waswas Mehetabel, the daughter of Matred,
the daughter of Me-Zahab). 5151 Then Hadad died.
The tribal chiefs of Edom werweree
Chief Timnah, Chief Alvah, Chief Jetheth, 5252 Chief
Oholibamah, Chief Elah, Chief Pinon, 5353 Chief Ke-

naz, Chief Teman, Chief Mibzar, 5454 Chief Magdiel,
and Chief Iram. These werweree the chiefs of Edom.

Sons of IsrSons of Israelael
Ge 35:23–26; Ru 4:18–22; Mt 1:3–6

These araree the sons of Israel:
Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issachar, Zebulun,
22 Dan, Joseph, Benjamin, Naphtali, Gad, and Asher.

FrFrom Judah to Davidom Judah to David
33 The sons of Judah werweree
Er, Onan, and Shelah: TheseThese three were born to
him by the daughter of Shua the Canaanitess.
Now Er, the firstborn of Judah, was evil in the sight
of the LORD , and He put him to death. 44 Then
Tamar his daughter-in-law bore Perez and Zerah
for him. In all, Judah had five sons.

55 The sons of Perez werweree
Hezron and Hamul.

66 The sons of Zerah werweree
Zimri, Ethan, Heman, Kalkol, and Dara, five of
them in all.

77 The sons of Karmi werweree
Achar, the troubler of Israel, who acted unfaithful-
ly in regard to the ban.

88 The son of Ethan waswas
Azariah.

99 Now the sons of Hezron, who were born to him,
werweree
Jerahmeel, Ram, and Kelubai.

Sons of RamSons of Ram
1010 Ram became the father of
Amminadab, and Amminadab became the father
of Nahshon, a leader of the sons of Judah.
1111 Nahshon became the father of Salma, and
Salma became the father of Boaz. 1212 Boaz became
the father of Obed, and Obed became the father
of Jesse.

1313 Now Jesse became the father of
his firstborn Eliab, and Abinadab the second, and
Shimea the third, 1414 Nethanel the fourth, Raddai
the fifth, 1515 Ozem the sixth, David the seventh;
1616 their sisters were Zeruiah and Abigail. The sons
of Zeruiah werweree Abishai, Joab, and Asahel, three inin
allall . 1717 Abigail bore Amasa: the father of Amasa
was Jether the Ishmaelite.

Sons of CalebSons of Caleb
1818 Caleb the son of Hezron had childrchildrenen with his
wife Azubah and with Jerioth. These are her sons:
Jesher, Shobab, and Ardon. 1919 Now Azubah died,
and Caleb took Ephrath as a wifeas a wife . She bore Hur for
him. 2020 Hur became the father of Uri, and Uri be-
came the father of Bezalel.
2121 Afterward Hezron had relations with the daugh-
ter of Makir, the father of Gilead, whom he took asas
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a wifea wife when he was sixty years old, and she bore
Segub for him. 2222 Segub became the father of Jair,
who had twenty-three cities in the land of Gilead.
2323 He took Geshur and Aram, the towns of Jair, from
them, with Kenath and its villages, sixty towns. All
these were descendants of Makir, the father of
Gilead.
2424 After the death of Hezron in Caleb Ephrathah,
Hezron’s wife Abijah bore him Ashhur the father of
Tekoa.

Sons of JerSons of Jerahmeelahmeel
2525 Now the sons of Jerahmeel the firstborn of
Hezron were
Ram the firstborn, Bunah, Oren, Ozem, and Ahi-
jah. 2626 Jerahmeel also had another wife. Her name
was Atarah, and she was the mother of Onam.

2727 The sons of Ram the firstborn of Jerahmeel were
Maaz, Jamin, and Eker.

2828 The sons of Onam were
Shammai and Jada.

And the sons of Shammai werweree
Nadab and Abishur.

2929 The name of the wife of Abishur waswas Abihail. She
bore him Ahban and Molid.
3030 The sons of Nadab werweree
Seled and Appaim, but Seled died without chil-
dren.

3131 The son of Appaim waswas
Ishi. The son of Ishi waswas Sheshan,
and the son of Sheshan waswas Ahlai.

3232 The sons of Jada the brother of Shammai werweree
Jether and Jonathan, but Jether died without chil-
dren.

3333 The sons of Jonathan werweree
Peleth and Zaza.

These were the sons of Jerahmeel.
3434 Now Sheshan had no children except daughters,
but he did have a servant, an Egyptian, whose
name waswas Jarha. 3535 Sheshan gave one ofone of his
daughters to Jarha his servant as a wifeas a wife , and she
bore him Attai.

3636 Attai became the father of Nathan,
and Nathan became the father of Zabad.
3737 Zabad became the father of Ephlal,
and Ephlal became the father of Obed.
3838 Obed became the father of Jehu,
and Jehu became the father of Azariah.
3939 Azariah became the father of Helez,
and Helez became the father of Eleasah.
4040 Eleasah became the father of Sismai,
and Sismai became the father of Shallum.
4141 Shallum became the father of Jekamiah,
and Jekamiah became the father of Elishama.

CalebCaleb’’s Clanss Clans
4242 Now the sons of Caleb the brother of Jerahmeel
werweree
Mesha his firstborn, who was the father of Ziph,
and the sons of Mareshah the father of Hebron.

4343 The sons of Hebron werweree
Korah, Tappuah, Rekem, and Shema. 4444 Shema be-
came the father of Raham, the father of Jorkeam,
and Rekem became the father of Shammai. 4545 The
son of Shammai was Maon, and Maon was the fa-
ther of Beth Zur.

4646 Ephah, Caleb’s concubine, bore Haran, Moza, and
Gazez, and Haran became the father of Gazez.
4747 The sons of Jahdai werweree
Regem, Jotham, Geshan, Pelet, Ephah, and
Shaaph.

4848 Maakah, Caleb’s concubine, bore Sheber and
Tirhanah. 4949 She also bore Shaaph the father of
Madmannah, Sheva the father of Makbenah, and
the father of Gibea. The daughter of Caleb was Ak-
sah.
5050 These were the sons of Caleb the son of Hur, the
firstborn of Ephrathah:
Shobal the father of Kiriath Jearim, 5151 Salma the fa-
ther of Bethlehem, and Hareph the father of Beth
Gader.

5252 Now sons were bornborn to Shobal the father of
Kiriath Jearim:
Haroeh andand half of the Manahathites. 5353 The fami-
lies of Kiriath Jearim werweree the Ithrites, the
Puthites, the Shumathites, and the Mishraites.
From these the Zorathites and the Eshtaolites
went forth.

5454 The sons of Salma werweree
Bethlehem, the Netophathites, Atroth Beth Joab,
and half of the Manahathites, the Zorites. 5555 The
families of the scribes who lived at Jabez werweree the
Tirathites, the Shimeathites, andand the Sucathites.
They are the Kenites who came from Hammath,
the father of the house of Rekab.

The GenerThe Generations of Davidations of David
2Sa 3:2–5; 5:14–16; 1Ch 14:4–7

Now these were the sons of David, who were
born to him in Hebron:

The firstborn waswas Amnon by Ahinoam the Jezreel-
itess;
the second, Daniel by Abigail the Carmelitess;
22 the third waswas Absalom the son of Maakah, the
daughter of Talmai king of Geshur;
the fourth, Adonijah the son of Haggith;
33 the fifth, Shephatiah by Abital;
the sixth, Ithream by Eglah his wife.
44 Six sonssons were born to him in Hebron, and he
reigned there seven years and six months.
He also reigned thirty-three years in Jerusalem.
55 Now these were born to him in Jerusalem:
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Shimea, Shobab, Nathan, and Solomon, four sons
by Bathsheba the daughter of Ammiel; 66 then Ib-
har, Elishama, Eliphelet, 77 Nogah, Nepheg, Japhia,
88 Elishama, Eliada, and Eliphelet, nine. 99 These
werweree all the sons of David, besides the sons of the
concubines, and Tamar their sister.

The Kings of JudahThe Kings of Judah
1010 Solomon’s son waswas Rehoboam;
Abijah waswas his son,
Asa his son,
Jehoshaphat his son,
1111 Joram †† his son,
Ahaziah his son,
Joash his son,
1212 Amaziah his son,
Azariah his son,
Jotham his son,
1313 Ahaz his son,
Hezekiah his son,
Manasseh his son,
1414 Amon his son,
and Josiah his son.

1515 The sons of Josiah werweree
the firstborn Johanan,
the second Jehoiakim,
the third Zedekiah,
andand the fourth Shallum.

1616 The sons of Jehoiakim werweree
Jeconiah his son
andand Zedekiah his son.

The Post-Exilic RoThe Post-Exilic Royal Lineyal Line
1717 The sons of Jeconiah werweree Assir,
Shealtiel his son, 1818 Malkiram, Pedaiah, Shenazzar,
Jekamiah, Hoshama, and Nedabiah.

1919 The sons of Pedaiah werweree
Zerubbabel and Shimei,

and the sons of Zerubbabel werweree
Meshullam and Hananiah,
and Shelomith waswas their sister;
2020 and Hashubah, Ohel, Berekiah, Hasadiah, andand
Jushab-Hesed, five.

2121 The sons of Hananiah werweree
Pelatiah and Jeshaiah, the sons of Rephaiah, the
sons of Arnan, the sons of Obadiah, and the sons
of Shekaniah.

2222 The sons of Shekaniah werweree
Shemaiah and the sons of Shemaiah:
Hattush, Igal, Bariah, Neariah, and Shaphat, six inin
allall .

2323 The sons of Neariah werweree
Elioenai, Hizkiah, and Azrikam, three in allin all .

2424 The sons of Elioenai werweree
Hodaviah, Eliashib, Pelaiah, Akkub, Johanan, Dela-
iah, and Anani, seven in allin all .

† in 2Ki 1:17; 8:16.

Other Sons of JudahOther Sons of Judah

The sons of Judah werweree
Perez, Hezron, Karmi, Hur, and Shobal.

22 Reaiah the son of Shobal became the father of Ja-
hath, and Jahath became the father of Ahumai and
Lahad. These araree the families of the Zorathites.
33 These werwere the sonse the sons ofof the father of Etam:
Jezreel, Ishma, and Idbash. The name of their sis-
ter waswas Hazzelelponi. 44 Penuel waswas the father of
Gedor, and Ezer waswas the father of Hushah.

These werweree the sons of Hur, the firstborn of
Ephrathah, the father of Bethlehem.
55 Ashhur the father of Tekoa hadhad two wives: Helah
and Naarah.
66 Naarah bore him Ahuzzam, Hepher, Temeni, and
Haahashtari. These werweree the sons of Naarah.
77 The sons of Helah werweree
Zereth, Zohar, and Ethnan. 88 Koz became the fa-
ther of Anub and Hazzobebah and the families of
Aharhel the son of Harum.

99 Now Jabez was more honorable than his brothers,
and his mother called his name Jabez, saying, “Be-
cause I bore himhim in hardship.” 1010 Then Jabez called on
the God of Israel, saying, “Oh, that You would indeed
bless me and enlarge my territory, that Your hand
might be with me, and that You would keep meme from
evil, that itit may not bring me hardship!” So God grant-
ed what he asked.

1111 Kelub the brother of Shuhah became the father
of Mehir, who waswas the father of Eshton. 1212 Eshton
became the father of Beth Rapha, Paseah, and
Tehinnah the father of Ir Nahash. These werweree the
men of Rekah.
1313 The sons of Kenaz werweree
Othniel and Seraiah,

and the sons of Othniel werweree
Hathath and Meonothaiand Meonothai . 1414 Meonothai became
the father of Ophrah,

and Seraiah became the father of Joab,
the father of Ge Harashim, for they were crafts-
men.

1515 The sons of Caleb the son of Jephunneh werweree
Iru, Elah, and Naam,

and the son of Elah waswas
Kenaz.

1616 The sons of Jehallelel werweree
Ziph, Ziphah, Tiria, and Asarel.

1717 The sons of Ezrah werweree
Jether, Mered, Epher, and Jalon, and MerMered’ed’s wifes wife
bore Miriam, Shammai, and Ishbah the father of
Eshtemoa. 1818 His Judean wife bore Jered the father
of Gedor, Heber the father of Soko, and Jekuthiel
the father of Zanoah. So these were the sons of
Bithiah the daughter of Pharaoh, whom Mered
took.

1919 The sons of his wife Hodiah, the sister of Naham,
werweree
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the father of Keilah the Garmite and Eshtemoa
the Maakathite.

2020 The sons of Shimon werweree
Amnon, Rinnah, Ben-Hanan, and Tilon.

And the sons of Ishi werweree
Zoheth and Ben-Zoheth.

2121 The sons of Shelah the son of Judah werweree
Er the father of Lekah, Laadah the father of Mare-
shah, the families of the house of workers of fine
linen at Beth Ashbea; 2222 Jokim, the men of Kozeba,
Joash, Saraph, who was lord in Moab, and Jashubi
Lehem (these records are ancient). 2323 They werweree
the potters, those dwelling at Netaim and Geder-
ah (they dwelt there with the king for his work).

Sons of SimeonSons of Simeon
Jos 19:2–10

2424 The sons of Simeon werweree
Nemuel, Jamin, Jarib, Zerah, Shaul,
2525 Shallum his son, Mibsam his son, andand Mishma
his son.

2626 The sons of Mishma werweree
Hammuel his son, Zakkur his son, andand Shimei his
son.

2727 Shimei had sixteen sons and six daughters, but his
brothers did not have many sons, nor did all their fam-
ily multiply as much as the sons of Judah. 2828 Now they
dwelt in Beersheba, Moladah, and Hazar Shual 2929 a ss
well aswell as in Bilhah, Ezem, Tolad, 3030 Bethuel, Hormah, Zik-
lag, 3131 Beth Markaboth, Hazar Susim, Beth Biri, and
Shaaraim. These werweree their cities until the reign of
David. 3232 Their villages werweree Etam, Ain, Rimmon, Token,
and Ashan, five cities in allin all , 3333 and all the villages that
werweree around these cities as far as Baal. Such araree their
inhabited cities, and those registered to them werweree
3434 Meshobab, Jamlech, and Joshah the son of Amaziah;
3535 Joel, and Jehu the son of Joshibiah, the son of Sera-
iah, the son of Asiel; 3636 Elioenai, Jaakobah, Jeshohaiah,
Asaiah, Adiel, Jesimiel, Benaiah; 3737 Ziza the son of
Shiphi, the son of Allon, the son of Jedaiah, the son of
Shimri, the son of Shemaiah.

3838 These mentioned by name werweree leaders in their
families, and their fathers’ houses increased greatly.
3939 They went to the entrance of Gedor, as far as the
east side of the valley, to seek pasture for their flocks.
4040 There they found rich, good pasture, and the land
was wide, quiet, and peaceful; for former inhabitants
there belonged to Ham.

4141 In the days of Hezekiah king of Judah, those writ-
ten by name came and attacked their tents, along withalong with
the Meunites who were found there, and utterly de-
stroyed them until this day. Then they dwelt there in
their place because therthere wase was pasture for their flocks
there. 4242 Now somesome of them, namelynamely five hundred men
from the sons of Simeon, went to Mount Seir with
Pelatiah, Neariah, Rephaiah, and Uzziel, the sons of
Ishi, as their captains. 4343 ThenThen they struck down the

rest of the Amalekites who had escaped. So they have
dwelt there until this day.

Sons of ReubenSons of Reuben

Now the sons of Reuben the firstborn of Israel
(for he was the firstborn, but since he defiled his

father’s bed, his birthright was given to the sons of
Joseph the son of Israel, so that the genealogy is not
listed according to the birthright; 22 though Judah pre-
vailed over his brothers and a ruler came from him,
yet the birthright belonged to Joseph), 33 the sons of
Reuben the firstborn of Israel werweree

Hanok, Pallu, Hezron, and Karmi.
44 The sons of Joel werweree
Shemaiah his son, Gog his son,
Shimei his son, 55 Micah his son,
Reaiah his son, Baal his son,
66 and Beerah his son, whom Tiglath-Pileser the
king of Assyria led into exile. He was a leader of
the Reubenites.

77 His brothers according to their families by the
registration of their generations werweree
Jeiel, the first, and Zechariah; 88 Bela the son of
Azaz, the son of Shema, the son of Joel, who dwelt
in Aroer, even as far as Nebo and Baal Meon.
99 And he dwelt toward the east as far as the en-
trance to the wilderness from the Euphrates, for
their cattle were abundant in the land of Gilead.

1010 Now in the days of Saul, they made war with
the Hagrites, who fell by their hand, and they
dwelt in their tents over all the eastern plains of
Gilead.

Sons of GadSons of Gad
1111 The sons of Gad dwelt opposite them in the land
of Bashan as far as Salekah.

1212 Joel waswas the first, Shapham the second, with
Janai and Shaphat in Bashan.

1313 Their brothers of their father’s house werweree
Michael, Meshullam, Sheba, Jorai, Jakan, Zia, and
Eber, seven in allin all .
1414 These araree the sons of Abihail, the son of Huri,
the son of Jaroah, the son of Gilead, the son of
Michael, the son of Jeshishai, the son of Jahdo, the
son of Buz;
1515 Ahi the son of Abdiel, the son of Guni, waswas the
head of their father’s house.

1616 They dwelt in Gilead in Bashan, and in its towns,
and in all the outlands of Sharon to the edge ofthe edge of
their borders.

1717 All of them were registered bby genealogyy genealogy in the
days of Jotham king of Judah and in the days of Jer-
oboam king of Israel.

1818 The sons of Reuben, and the Gadites, and the half-
tribe of Manasseh numbernumbereded forty-four thousand sev-
en hundred and sixty valiant men, men able to bear
shield and sword, to shoot with a bow, and who werwho weree
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skillful in battle, who went to war. 1919 They made war
with the Hagrites, namelynamely Jetur, Naphish, and Nodab.
2020 They were helped against them, and the Hagrites
and all who werweree with them were delivered into their
hand, for they cried to God in the battle, and He heard
their prayer because they trusted in Him. 2121 They cap-
tured their livestock: fifty thousand of their camels,
two hundred and fifty thousand sheep, two thousand
donkeys, and one hundred thousand men. 2222 So many
fell slain, because the war was of God. And they dwelt
in their place until the exile.

The Half-TThe Half-Tribe of Manassehribe of Manasseh
2323 The children of the half-tribe of Manasseh alsoalso

dwelt in the land. They increased from Bashan as far
as Baal Hermon and Senir, even to Mount Hermon.

2424 These were the heads of their fathers’ houses:
Epher, Ishi, Eliel, Azriel, Jeremiah, Hodaviah, and
Jahdiel, mighty men of valor, men of reputation, andand
heads of their fathers’ houses. 2525 They were unfaithful
to the God of their fathers and played the harlot after
the gods of the peoples of the land, whom God had
wiped out before them. 2626 So the God of Israel stirred
up the spirit of Pul the king of Assyria, eevenven the spirit
of Tiglath-Pileser king of Assyria, and he led the
Reubenites, the Gadites, and the half-tribe of Man-
asseh into exile and brought them to Halah, Habor,
Hara, and to the river of Gozan to this day.

Sons of LeSons of Levivi

The sons of Levi werweree
Gershon, Kohath, and Merari.

22 The sons of Kohath werweree
Amram, Izhar, Hebron, and Uzziel.

33 The children of Amram werweree
Aaron, Moses, and Miriam.

The sons of Aaron werweree
Nadab, Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar.
44 Eleazar became the father of Phinehas, Phinehas
the father of Abishua,
55 Abishua the father of Bukki, and Bukki the father
of Uzzi.
66 Uzzi became the father of Zerahiah, and Zerahi-
ah the father of Meraioth.
77 Meraioth became the father of Amariah, and
Amariah father of Ahitub.
88 Ahitub became the father of Zadok, and Zadok
father of Ahimaaz.
99 Ahimaaz became the father of Azariah, and
Azariah father of Johanan.
1010 Johanan became the father of Azariah (he was
the one who ministered as a priest in the temple
that Solomon built in Jerusalem).
1111 Azariah became the father of Amariah, and
Amariah the father of Ahitub.
1212 Ahitub became the father of Zadok, and Zadok
the father of Shallum.

1313 Shallum became the father of Hilkiah, and Hilki-
ah the father of Azariah.
1414 Azariah became the father of Seraiah, and Sera-
iah of Jehozadak.

1515 Jehozadak went into einto exilexile when the LORD led Ju-
dah and Jerusalem into exile by the hand of Neb-
uchadnezzar.
1616 The sons of Levi werweree
Gershom, Kohath, and Merari.

1717 These araree the names of the sons of Gershom:
Libni and Shimei.

1818 The sons of Kohath werweree
Amram, Izhar, Hebron, and Uzziel.

1919 The sons of Merari werweree
Mahli and Mushi.

Now these araree the families of the Levites according
to their fathers.
2020 Of Gershom werweree
Libni his son, Jahath his son,
Zimmah his son, 2121 Joah his son,
Iddo his son, Zerah his son,
and Jeatherai his son.

2222 The sons of Kohath werweree
Amminadab his son, Korah his son,
Assir his son, 2323 Elkanah his son,
Ebiasaph his son, Assir his son,
2424 Tahath his son, Uriel his son,
Uzziah his son, and Shaul his son.

2525 The sons of Elkanah werweree
Amasai and Ahimoth.
2626 As for Elkanah, the sons of Elkanah werweree Zophai
his son,
Nahath his son, 2727 Eliab his son,
Jeroham his son, and Elkanah his son.

2828 The sons of Samuel werweree
the firstborn Joel and Abijah.

2929 The sons of Merari werweree
Mahli, Libni his son,
Shimei his son, Uzzah his son,
3030 Shimea his son, Haggiah his son,
andand Asaiah his son.

The TThe Temple Musiciansemple Musicians
Jos 21:4–39

3131 These araree the ones whom David appointed over
the service of song in the house of the LORD , after the
ark rested thertheree . 3232 Now they were ministering before
the dwelling place of the tabernacle of meeting with
singing until Solomon had built the house of the LORD
in Jerusalem, and they were arranged by their order
according to their service.

3333 These araree the ones standing in order with their
sons.

Of the sons of the Kohathites werweree
Heman the singer,
the son of Joel, the son of Samuel,
3434 the son of Elkanah, the son of Jeroham,
the son of Eliel, the son of Toah,
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3535 the son of Zuph, the son of Elkanah,
the son of Mahath, the son of Amasai,
3636 the son of Elkanah, the son of Joel,
the son of Azariah, the son of Zephaniah,
3737 the son of Tahath, the son of Assir,
the son of Ebiasaph, the son of Korah,
3838 the son of Izhar, the son of Kohath,
the son of Levi, the son of Israel.

3939 His brother Asaph, the one standing at his right
hand, was
Asaph the son of Berekiah, the son of Shimea,
4040 the son of Michael, the son of Baaseiah,
the son of Malkijah, 4141 the son of Ethni,
the son of Zerah, the son of Adaiah,
4242 the son of Ethan, the son of Zimmah,
the son of Shimei, 4343 the son of Jahath,
the son of Gershom, the son of Levi.

4444 Of the sons of Merari, their brothers, standingstanding on
the left hand waswas
Ethan the son of Kishi, the son of Abdi,
the son of Malluk, 4545 the son of Hashabiah,
the son of Amaziah, the son of Hilkiah,
4646 the son of Amzi, the son of Bani,
the son of Shemer, 4747 the son of Mahli,
the son of Mushi, the son of Merari,
the son of Levi.

4848 Their brothers the Levites also werweree appointed for
all kinds of service to the tabernacle of the house of
God. 4949 But Aaron and his sons were making sacrifices
on the altar of the burnt offering and on the altar of
incense for all the work of the Most Holy Place and to
make atonement for Israel, according to all that Moses
the servant of God had commanded.

5050 Now these araree the sons of Aaron:
Eleazar his son, Phinehas his son,
Abishua his son, 5151 Bukki his son,
Uzzi his son, Zerahiah his son,
5252 Meraioth his son, Amariah his son,
Ahitub his son, 5353 Zadok his son,
andand Ahimaaz his son.

5454 And these araree their dwelling places according to
their walled settlements in their territory, for they
were given to them, namelynamely to the sons of Aaron and
to the families of the Kohathites, by lot.

5555 They gave them Hebron in the land of Judah, and
its surrounding outlands. 5656 But the open fields of the
city, and its villages, they gave to Caleb the son of Je-
phunneh.

5757 To the sons of Aaron they gave the cities of Judah
with the cities of refuge: Hebron and Libnah with its
outlands, Jattir and Eshtemoa with their outlands,
5858 Hilen with its outlands, Debir with its outlands,
5959 Ashan with its outlands, and Beth Shemesh with its
outlands. 6060 From the tribe of Benjamin, thethey gavey gave Ge-
ba with its outlands, Alemeth with its outlands, and
Anathoth with its outlands.

All their cities throughout their families werweree thir-
teen.

6161 To the sons of Kohath, those remaining from the
family of thatthat tribe, thethey gavey gave ten cities by lot from half
the tribe of Manasseh.

6262 To the sons of Gershon, throughout their families,
thethey gavey gave from the tribe of Issachar, from the tribe of
Asher, from the tribe of Naphtali, and from the tribe of
Manasseh in Bashan, thirteen cities in allin all .

6363 To the sons of Merari, throughout their families,
thethey gavey gave by lot from the tribe of Reuben, from the
tribe of Gad, and from the tribe of Zebulun, twelve
cities in allin all .

6464 Thus, the sons of Israel gave cities with their out-
lands to the Levites. 6565 They gave by lot from the tribe
of the sons of Judah, and from the tribe of the sons of
Simeon, and from the tribe of the sons of Benjamin,
these cities, which are called by theirtheir names.

6666 Then some from the families of the sons of Kohath
rreceivedeceived cities for their territory from the tribe of
Ephraim.

6767 They gave to them with the cities of refuge:
Shechem in the mountains of Ephraim with its out-
lands, Gezer with its outlands, 6868 Jokmeam with its out-
lands, Beth Horon with its outlands, 6969 Aijalon with its
outlands, and Gath Rimmon with its outlands.

7070 Also the half-tribe of Manasseh gavegave Aner with its
outlands and Bileam with its outlands for the remain-
ing family of the sons of Kohath.

7171 To the sons of Gershom, the family of the half-tribe
of Manasseh gavegave Golan in Bashan with its outlands
and Ashtaroth with its outlands.

7272 From the tribe of Issachar, thethey ry receivedeceived Kedesh
with its outlands, Daberath with its outlands,
7373 Ramoth with its outlands, and Anem with its out-
lands.

7474 From the tribe of Asher, thethey ry receivedeceived Mashal with
its outlands, Abdon with its outlands, 7575 Hukok with its
outlands, and Rehob with its outlands.

7676 From the tribe of Naphtali, thethey ry receivedeceived Kedesh in
Galilee with its outlands, Hammon with its outlands,
and Kiriathaim with its outlands.

7777 To the remaining sons of Merari, the tribe of Zebu-
lun gavegave Rimmono with its outlands and Tabor with its
outlands.

7878 Then on the other side of the Jordan oppositeopposite Jeri-
cho, to the east of the Jordan, from the tribe of
Reuben thethey wery were givene given Bezer in the wilderness with
its outlands, Jahzah with its outlands, 7979 Kedemoth
with its outlands, and Mephaath with its outlands.

8080 And from the tribe of Gad, thethey ry receivedeceived Ramoth in
Gilead with its outlands, Mahanaim with its outlands,
8181 Heshbon with its outlands, and Jazer with its out-
lands.

Sons of IssacharSons of Issachar

Now the sons of Issachar werweree
Tola, Puah, Jashub, and Shimron, four in allin all .

22 The sons of Tola werweree
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Uzzi, Rephaiah, Jeriel, Jahmai, Ibsam, and Samuel ..
TheThey wery weree heads of their father’s house. The sons
of Tola were mighty men of valor in their genera-
tions. Their number in the days of David waswas
twenty-two thousand six hundred.

33 The son of Uzzi was
Izrahiah,

and the sons of Izrahiah were
Michael, Obadiah, Joel, and Ishiah, five chiefs in
all. 44 With them, by their generations, after the
house of their fathers, werweree thirty-six thousand
troops of war, battle-ready, for they had many
wives and sons.

55 Now their brothers from all the families of Is-
sachar werweree mighty men of valor, in all eighty-sev-
en thousand registered by genealogy.

Sons of BenjaminSons of Benjamin
66 Benjamin hadhad
Bela, Beker, and Jediael, three sons in allsons in all .

77 The sons of Bela werweree five:
Ezbon, Uzzi, Uzziel, Jerimoth, and Iri. TheThey wery weree
heads of their fathers’ houses, mighty men of val-
or, and registered by their genealogies, twenty-
two thousand and thirty four in numberin number .

88 The sons of Beker werweree
Zemirah, Joash, Eliezer, Elioenai, Omri, Jeremoth,
Abijah, Anathoth, and Alemeth. All these araree the
sons of Beker. 99 Now their registration according
to their generations, heads of their fathers’ hous-
es, mighty men of valor, waswas twenty thousand two
hundred.

1010 The son of Jediael was
Bilhan,

along withalong with the sons of Bilhan:
Jeush, Benjamin, Ehud, Kenaanah, Zethan,
Tarshish, and Ahishahar. 1111 All these sons of Jediael
werweree heads of their fathers’ houses, mighty men
of valor, numberingnumbering seventeen thousand two hun-
dred soldiers, ready to go out to war for battle.

1212 And the Shuppites and Huppites werweree the sons of
Ir; the Hushites the sons of Aher.

Sons of NaphtaliSons of Naphtali
1313 The sons of Naphtali werweree
Jahziel, Guni, Jezer, and Shallum, descendants of
Bilhah.

Sons of ManassehSons of Manasseh
1414 The sons of Manasseh werweree
Asriel, whom his Aramean concubine bore. She al-al-
soso bore Makir the father of Gilead. 1515 Now Makir
took a wife for Huppim and Shuppim, whose sis-
ter’s name was Maakah.
The name of the second was Zelophehad, and
Zelophehad had daughters.

1616 Maakah the wife of Makir bore a son, and she
called his name Peresh. His brother’s name waswas
Sheresh, and his sons werweree Ulam and Rakem.

1717 The son of Ulam was
Bedan.

These werweree the sons of Gilead, the son of Makir,
the son of Manasseh. 1818 His sister Hammoleketh
bore Ishhod, Abiezer, and Mahlah.
1919 The sons of Shemida were
Ahian, Shechem, Likhi, and Aniam.

Sons of EphrSons of Ephraimaim
2020 The sons of Ephraim werweree
Shuthelah, Bered his son,
Tahath his son, Eleadah his son,
Tahath his son, 2121 Zabad his son,
Shuthelah his son, and Ezer and Elead, whom the
men of Gath born in that land killed because they
came down to take their livestock. 2222 Ephraim their
father mourned many days, and his brothers
came to comfort him. 2323 Then he went in to his
wife, and she conceived and bore a son, so he
called his name Beriah, because evil had been in
his house 2424 (his daughter was Sheerah, who built
bothboth Lower and Upper Beth Horon as well as
Uzzen Sheerah).

2525 Rephah waswas also his son, as weras weree Resheph,
Telah his son, Tahan his son,
2626 Ladan his son, Ammihud his son,
Elishama his son, 2727 Nun his son,
andand Joshua his son.

2828 Their possessions and settlements were Bethel
and its towns, and to the east Naaran, and to the west
Gezer with its towns, Shechem and its towns, andand
Ayyah and its towns; 2929 also along the borders of the
Manassites, Beth Shan and its towns, Taanach and its
towns, Megiddo and its towns, and Dor and its towns.
In these lived the sons of Joseph the son of Israel.

Sons of AsherSons of Asher
3030 Now the children of Asher werweree
Imnah, Ishvah, Ishvi, Beriah, and their sister Ser-
ah.

3131 The sons of Beriah werweree
Heber and Malkiel, who was the father of Birzaith.

3232 Heber became the father of Japhlet, Shomer,
Hotham, and their sister Shua.
3333 The sons of Japhlet werweree
Pasak, Bimhal, and Ashvath.
These werweree the children of Japhlet.

3434 The sons of Shomer werweree
Ahi, Rohgah, Hubbah, and Aram.

3535 The sons of his brother Helem werweree
Zophah, Imna, Shelesh, and Amal.

3636 The sons of Zophah werweree
Suah, Harnepher, Shual, Beri, Imrah, 3737 Bezer, Hod,
Shamma, Shilshah, Ithran, and Beera.
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3838 The sons of Jether werweree
Jephunneh, Pispah, and Ara.

3939 The sons of Ulla werweree
Arah, Hanniel, and Rizia.

4040 All these werweree the children of Asher, heads of their
fathers’ houses, choice men, mighty men of valor, and
heads of the leaders. They were registered by their ge-
nealogy among the army fit for war. Their number waswas
twenty-six thousand men.

The GenerThe Generations of Benjaminations of Benjamin
1Ch 9:34–44

Now Benjamin became the father of Bela his
firstborn,
Ashbel the second, Aharah the third,
22 Nohah the fourth, and Rapha the fifth.

33 The sons of Bela were
Addar, Gera, Abihud, 44 Abishua, Naaman, Ahoah,
55 Gera, Shephuphan, and Huram.

66 These araree the sons of Ehud, who werweree the heads
of the fathers’ houseshouses to those dwelling in Geba,
and who exiled them to Manahath.

77 So he exiled Naaman, Ahijah, and Gera and thenthen
became the father of Uzza and Ahihud.

88 Shaharaim had sonssons in the country of Moab after
he had sent away his wives Hushim and Baara. 99 He
had sonssons with his wife Hodesh, namelynamely Jobab, Zib-
ia, Mesha, Malkam, 1010 Jeuz, Sakia, and Mirmah.
These werweree his sons, heads of the fathers’ houseshouses .
1111 He also had sons by Hushim: Abitub and Elpaal.
1212 The sons of Elpaal werweree
Eber, Misham, Shemed (he built Ono and Lod with
its towns), 1313 Beriah, and Shema, who were heads
of the fathers’ houseshouses to those dwelling in Aijalon
andand who drove out the inhabitants of Gath,

1414 as well asas well as Ahio, Shashak, Jeremoth, 1515 Zebadiah,
Arad, Eder, 1616 Michael, Ishpah, and Joha, the sons of
Beriah.
1717 Zebadiah, Meshullam, Hizki, Heber, 1818 Ishmerai,
Izliah, and Jobab werweree the sons of Elpaal.
1919 Jakim, Zikri, Zabdi, 2020 Elienai, Zillethai, Eliel, 2121 Ada-
iah, Beraiah, and Shimrath werweree the sons of Shimei.
2222 Ishpan, Eber, Eliel, 2323 Abdon, Zikri, Hanan,
2424 Hananiah, Elam, Anthothijah, 2525 Iphdeiah, and
Penuel werweree the sons of Shashak.
2626 Shamsherai, Shehariah, Athaliah, 2727 Jaareshiah,
Elijah, and Zikri werweree the sons of Jeroham.

2828 These werweree heads of the fathers’ houses according
to their generations, chief men who dwelt in
Jerusalem.

2929 The father of Gibeon dwelt in Gibeon,
and Maakah waswas his wife’s name. 3030 His firstborn
son waswas Abdon, along withalong with Zur, Kish, Baal, Nadab,
3131 Gedor, Ahio, and Zeker. 3232 Mikloth also became
the father of Shimeah. Now these also dwelt in
Jerusalem with their own families near their broth-
ers.

3333 Ner became the father of Kish; Kish the father of
Saul; Saul the father of Jonathan, Malki-Shua, Abi-
nadab, and Esh-Baal.
3434 Jonathan’s son waswas
Merib-Baal, and Merib-Baal became the father of
Micah.

3535 The sons of Micah werweree
Pithon, Melek, Tarea, and Ahaz.
3636 Ahaz became the father of Jehoaddah, and Je-
hoaddah became the father of Alemeth, Az-
maveth, and Zimri. Zimri became the father of
Moza, 3737 and Moza became the father of Binea.
Now Raphah waswas his son, Eleasah his son, andand
Azel his son.

3838 Azel had six sons, and their names werweree
Azrikam, Bokeru, Ishmael, Sheariah, Obadiah, and
Hanan. All these werweree the sons of Azel.

3939 The sons of his brother Eshek werweree
Ulam his firstborn, Jeush the second, and Eliphelet
the third. 4040 The sons of Ulam werweree mighty men of
valor, eevenven archers, and had many sons and
grandsons, one hundred and fifty in allin all .

These werweree all the sons of Benjamin.
So all Israel was registered by genealogies, and

these were written in the book of the kings of Is-
rael.

And Judah was led into exile to Babylon for their un-
faithfulness.

22 Now the first ones to dwell in their possessions in
their cities werweree children of Israel, priests, Levites, and
temple servants.

A Post-Exilic GenealogyA Post-Exilic Genealogy
Ne 11:3–19

33 Some of the sons of Judah dwelt in Jerusalem
alongsidealongside some of the sons of Benjamin, Ephraim, and
Manasseh:

44 Uthai the son of Ammihud, the son of Omri, the
son of Imri, the son of Bani, of the sons of Perez
the son of Judah;
55 of the Shilonites:
Asaiah the firstborn and his sons;

66 of the sons of Zerah:
Jeuel and their brothers, six hundred and ninety.

77 ThoseThose of the sons of Benjamin werweree
Sallu the son of Meshullam, the son of Hodaviah,
the son of Hassenuah;
88 Ibneiah the son of Jeroham; Elah the son of Uzzi,
the son of Mikri; Meshullam the son of Shephati-
ah, the son of Reuel, the son of Ibnijah;
99 and their brothers according to their genera-
tions, nine hundred and fifty-six. All these men
were heads of families according to their fathers’
houses.

1010 ThoseThose of the priests werweree
Jedaiah, Jehoiarib, Jakin;
1111 Azariah the son of Hilkiah, the son of Meshul-
lam, the son of Zadok, the son of Meraioth, the
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1010

son of Ahitub, the head official of the house of
God;
1212 Adaiah the son of Jeroham, the son of Pashhur,
the son of Malkijah; Maasai the son of Adiel, the
son of Jahzerah, the son of Meshullam, the son of
Meshillemith, the son of Immer;
1313 and their brothers, heads of the houses of their
fathers, one thousand seven hundred and sixty
very able men for the work of the service of the
house of God.

1414 ThoseThose of the Levites werweree
Shemaiah the son of Hasshub, the son of Azrikam,
the son of Hashabiah, of the sons of Merari;
1515 Bakbakkar, Heresh, Galal, and Mattaniah the
son of Mika, the son of Zikri, the son of Asaph;
1616 Obadiah the son of Shemaiah, the son of Galal,
the son of Jeduthun; Berekiah the son of Asa, the
son of Elkanah, who lived in the villages of the Ne-
tophathites.

1717 Now the gatekeepers werweree
Shallum, Akkub, Talmon, Ahiman, and their broth-
ers (Shallum was the head officerofficer 1818 who until then
had servedhad served at the king’s eastern gate). They werweree
the gatekeepers for the camps of the Levites.
1919 Shallum the son of Kore, the son of Ebiasaph,
the son of Korah, and his brothers from his fa-
ther’s house, the Korahites, werweree over the work of
the service, gatekeepers of the tabernacle. Their
fathers had been over the camp of the LORD ,
guards at the entrance. 2020 Phinehas the son of
Eleazar was the official over them in previous
timestimes , andand the LORD waswas with him. 2121 Zechariah
the son of Meshelemiah was gatekeeper at the
entrance to the tent of meeting.

2222 All those chosen as gatekeepers werweree two hundred
and twelve. They were registered by their genealogy in
their villages. NoNoww David and Samuel the seer estab-
lished them in their trusted offices. 2323 So they and their
sons werweree in charge of the gates of the house of the
LORD , that is,that is, the house of the tabernacle, as guards.
2424 The gatekeepers were on four sides: east, west,
north, and south. 2525 Their brothers in their villages
werweree to come for seven days from time to time toto
serveserve with them. 2626 For in their trusted offices the four
main gatekeepers who were Levites had charhad chargege over
the chambers and treasuries of the house of God.
2727 They spent the night around the house of God, for
the watch was entrusted to them, and they were re-
sponsible for opening itit every morning.

2828 Some of them were in charge of the vessels of ser-
vice, that they should bring them in and out by num-
ber. 2929 Some others werothers weree appointed over the furnish-
ings and all the implements of the sanctuary as well as
the fine flour, the wine, the oil, the frankincense, and
the spices. 3030 And some of the sons of the priests
mixed the ointment of the spices. 3131 Mattithiah, one of
the Levites (he waswas the firstborn of Shallum the Ko-
rahite), was entrusted with making the flat cakes. 3232

OthersOthers of the sons of the Kohathites and from their
brothers werwere given chare given chargege over the showbread to
prepare itit every Sabbath.

3333 Now these araree the singers, heads of the fathers’
houses of the Levites, who stayed in the templetemple cham-
bers, free frfrom other serviceom other service , because they werwere occu-e occu-
piedpied with the work day and night.

3434 These werweree the heads of the fathers’ houses of the
Levites according to their generations, leaders, who
dwelt in Jerusalem.

The Genealogy of SaulThe Genealogy of Saul
1Ch 8:28–38

3535 Now Jeiel the father of Gibeon,
whose wife’s name was Maakah, dwelt in Gibeon.
3636 His firstborn son waswas Abdon, then Zur, Kish,
Baal, Ner, Nadab, 3737 Gedor, Ahio, Zechariah, and
Mikloth. 3838 Mikloth became the father of Shimeam.
These also dwelt in Jerusalem with their own fami-
lies near their brothers.

3939 Ner became the father of Kish; Kish the father of
Saul; Saul the father of Jonathan, Malki-Shua, Abi-
nadab, and Esh-Baal.
4040 The son of Jonathan waswas
Merib-Baal, and Merib-Baal became the father of
Micah.

4141 The sons of Micah werweree
Pithon, Melek, Tahrea, and Ahaz.
4242 Ahaz became the father of Jarah, and Jarah the
father of Alemeth, Azmaveth, and Zimri. Zimri be-
came the father of Moza, 4343 and Moza became the
father of Binea, Rephaiah his son, Eleasah his son,
andand Azel his son.

4444 Azel had six sons, and these werweree their names:
Azrikam, Bokeru, Ishmael, Sheariah, Obadiah, and
Hanan. These werweree the sons of Azel.

The Death of SaulThe Death of Saul
1Sa 31:1–13; 2Sa 1:4–12

Now whenwhen the Philistines fought against Israel,
every Israelite fighterfighter fled before the Philistines,

and the slain fell on Mount Gilboa. 22 But the Philistines
pursued Saul and his sons and struck down Saul’s sons
Jonathan, Abinadab, and Malki-Shua. 33 As the battle
with Saul became heavy, the archers’ bows found theirtheir
tartargetget and mortally wounded him.

44 So Saul said to his armor bearer, “Draw your sword
and pierce me through lest these uncircumcised
PhilistinesPhilistines come and make a fool of me.”

But his armor bearer was unwilling to do it because
he was overwhelmed with fear, so Saul took the sword
and fell on it himselfhimself . 55 When the armor bearer saw
that Saul was dead, he too fell on his sword and died.
66 Thus, Saul and his three sons, namelynamely all his house,
died together.

77 Now whenwhen all the children of Israel in the valley saw
that they had fled the battlefieldthe battlefield , and Saul and his
sons were dead, they abandoned their cities and es-
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caped, leavingleaving the Philistines to come and dwell in
them.

88 The next day, whenwhen the Philistines came to pillage
the slain, they found Saul and his sons fallen on Mount
Gilboa. 99 So they stripped SaulSaul , removed his head and
his armor, and circulated the news of his demise
throughout the land of the Philistines to their idols asas
well aswell as the people. 1010 Then they placed his armor in the
temple of their gods, while his head they impaled in
the house of Dagon.

1111 Now all Jabesh Gilead heard about everything the
Philistines did to Saul, 1212 so their valiant men rose up
and carried the body of Saul and the bodies of his
sons to Jabesh. They buried their bones under the oak
in Jabesh and fasted, mourningmourning seven days.

1313 So Saul died because of his unfaithful deeds
against the LORD , because of his failure to keep the
word of the LORD , and because he sought to consult
a spirit of divinationof divination 1414 but did not seek the LORD . So
He killed him and turned the kingdom over to David
the son of Jesse.

David, King of IsrDavid, King of Israelael
2Sa 5:1–10

Then all Israel assembled before David at He-
bron, saying, “We are your oown peoplewn people , eevenven

your flesh and blood. 22 Also from times past until now,
even when Saul was king, you were the one who led
Israel going out and coming in, and the LORD your
God said to you, Indeed, you will shepherd My people
Israel as the ruler of Israel.”

33 Then all the elders of Israel came to King David at
Hebron, and he made a covenant with them there be-
fore the LORD . So they anointed David king over Is-
rael according to the word of the LORD deliverdelivereded by
Samuel.

David Conquers JerusalemDavid Conquers Jerusalem
44 Now David and all Israel with himwith him went to

Jerusalem (that is, Jebus, since the Jebusites still dwelt
there in the land). 55 And the Jebusites said to David,
“You will not come here,” but he captured the strong-
hold of Zion (it is the City of David).

66 Now David had said, “Whoever strikes Jebus first
will be the commander and leader of the armyof the army ,” so
Joab, the son of Zeruiah, went up first and became the
commander.

77 Then David dwelt in the stronghold, which is why
they called it the City of David, 88 and he fortified the
city all around from the Millo encircling the strthe strongholdonghold
, while Joab preserved the rest of the city. 99 So David
kept on going, becoming greater and grand greatereater , and the
LORD of Hosts was with him.

David’David’s Mighty Mens Mighty Men
2Sa 23:8–39

1010 Now these araree the heads of the mighty men whom
David had, who strengthened him in his kingdom,
along with all Israel, to establish him as king according
to the word of the LORD to Israel. 1111 These make upmake up
the number of the mighty men who foughtfought for David:

Jashobeam, the son of Hakmoni, the head of the
thirty, who lifted his spear in triumphin triumph over three hun-
dred slain at one time.

1212 After him was Eleazar, the son of Dodai the Aho-
hite, who was among the three mighty men. 1313 He was
with David at Pas Dammim when the Philistines were
gathered there for battle. There was a piece of ground
full of barley. Now the men fled from the Philistines.
1414 But they stood their ground in the middle of the
field, defended it, and killed the Philistines; and the
LORD saved them by a great victory.

1515 Now three of the thirty captains climbed down the
rock to David at the cave of Adullam while the camp of
the Philistines was set up in the Valley of Rephaim.
1616 (At that time, David was in the stronghold, but a gar-
rison of the Philistines was in Bethlehem.) 1717 Now
David was overcome with longing and said, “Who will
get me a drink of water from the well of Bethlehem by
the gate?” 1818 These three broke through the Philistine
camp, drew water from the well of Bethlehem by the
gate, and carried itit back to David. However, he was
not willing to drink it but poured out the waterthe water to the
LORD . 1919 For he said, “Far be it from me before my
God to do this. Should I drink the life blood of these
men who put their lives in jeopardy? For at the risk of
their lives they brought it.” Therefore he would not
drink it.

The three mighty men did these things.
2020 Also Abishai himself, the brother of Joab, was a

captain of the three who lifted his spear in triumphin triumph
over three hundred slain and was given a name
among the three. 2121 He was honored as a leader by the
second companycompany of the three, but he did not attain to
the firstfirst three.

2222 Benaiah son of Jehoiada was the son of a valiant
man from Kabzeel, who had done many deeds. He
killed two Moabite warriors. Indeed, once he went
down into a well and struck a lion on a snowy day.
2323 And he killed an Egyptian, a man of great stature,
five cubits †† tall. The Egyptian had in his hand a spear
like a weaver’s beam, and he went down to him with a
staff, wrested the spear from the Egyptian’s hand, and
killed him with his own spear. 2424 Benaiah, the son of Je-
hoiada, did these things, and won a name among the
three mighty men. 2525 Out of the thirty captainscaptains , he
himself was honored, and although he did not attain
to the three, David set him over his guard.

2626 Now the otherother mighty men of valor of the army
werweree

† About 7 feet 6 inches, or 2.3 meters.
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Asahel the brother of Joab,
Elhanan the son of Dodo of Bethlehem,
2727 Shammoth the Harorite,
Helez the Pelonite,
2828 Ira the son of Ikkesh the Tekoite,
Abiezer the Anathothite,
2929 Sibbekai the Hushathite,
Ilai the Ahohite,
3030 Maharai the Netophathite,
Heled the son of Baanah, the Netophathite,
3131 Ithai the son of Ribai of Gibeah in Benjamin,
Benaiah the Pirathonite,
3232 Hurai from the rivers of Gaash,
Abiel the Arbathite,
3333 Azmaveth the Baharumite,
Eliahba the Shaalbonite,
3434 the sons of Hashem the Gizonite,
Jonathan the son of Shagee, the Hararite,
3535 Ahiam the son of Sakar, the Hararite,
Eliphal the son of Ur,
3636 Hepher the Mekerathite,
Ahijah the Pelonite,
3737 Hezro the Carmelite,
Naarai the son of Ezbai,
3838 Joel the brother of Nathan,
Mibhar the son of Hagri,
3939 Zelek the Ammonite,
Naharai the Berothite, the armor bearer of Joab,
the son of Zeruiah,
4040 Ira the Ithrite,
Gareb the Ithrite,
4141 Uriah the Hittite,
Zabad the son of Ahlai,
4242 Adina the son of Shiza, the Reubenite, a captain
of the Reubenites, and thirty with him,
4343 Hanan the son of Maakah,
Joshaphat the Mithnite,
4444 Uzzia the Ashterathite,
Shama and Jeiel the sons of Hotham, the Aroerite,
4545 Jediael the son of Shimri and
Joha his brother, the Tizite,
4646 Eliel the Mahavite,
and Jeribai and Joshaviah the sons of Elnaam,
Ithmah the Moabite,
4747 Eliel, Obed, and Jaasiel the Mezobaite.

The Mighty Men Join DavidThe Mighty Men Join David

Now these are the men who came to David at
Ziklag, while he yet kept himself away from Saul

the son of Kish. They werweree among the brave men,
helpers in the war. 22 They were armed with bows, and
could use both the right hand and the left in hurling
stones and shooting arrows out of a bow. They were
Saul’s brothers of Benjamin ..

33 The chief was Ahiezer, then Joash, the sons of She-
maah the Gibeathite; Jeziel and Pelet the sons of Az-
maveth; Berakah, and Jehu the Anathothite; 44 and Ish-
maiah the Gibeonite, a brave warrior among the thirty,

and over the thirty; Jeremiah, Jahaziel, Johanan, and
Jozabad the Gederathite; 55 and Eluzai, Jerimoth, Beali-
ah, Shemariah, and Shephatiah the Haruphite; 66 and
Elkanah, Ishiah, Azarel, Joezer, and Jashobeam the Ko-
rahites; 77 and Joelah and Zebadiah, the sons of Jero-
ham of Gedor.

88 From the Gadites mighty men of valor, men of the
war battalion, who could handle shield and sword,
whose faces were like the faces of lions, and who were
as swift as the gazelles on the mountains, separated
themselves for David in the stronghold in the wilder-
ness:

99 Ezer the captain,
Obadiah the second, Eliab the third,
1010 Mishmannah the fourth, Jeremiah the fifth,
1111 Attai the sixth, Eliel the seventh,
1212 Johanan the eighth, Elzabad the ninth,
1313 Jeremiah the tenth, Makbannai the eleventh.

1414 These werweree from Gad, captains of the battalions.
One of the least of themof them was as a hundred and the
greatest as a thousand. 1515 These were the ones who
crossed over the Jordan during the first month when it
had overflowed its banks and caused the valley
dwellers to flee to the east and to the west.

1616 Some of the sons of Benjamin and Judah came to
the stronghold of David. 1717 So David went out before
them and said to them, “If you have come in peace to
help me, then I will havehave a heart united with yoursyours ,
but if to betray me to my adversaries, when therthere ise is no
violence in my hand, may the God of our fathers see,
and may He decide between usbetween us .”

1818 Then the Spirit came upon Amasai the captain of
the officers, and he saidand he said ,
“ WWe are aree for you, David,
and with you, son of Jesse.

Peace, peace to you,
and peace to the one helping you,
for your God helps you.”

So David welcomed them and appointed them as
captains of the troops.

1919 Now some from Manasseh joined forces with
David when he came with the Philistines for battle
against Saul, but they did not help them. For after tak-
ing counsel, the lords of the Philistines sent him away,
saying, “ It will beIt will be our heads if he falls backback to his lord
Saul.” 2020 As he went to Ziklag, these men of Manasseh
deserted to join him: Adnah, Jozabad, Jediael, Michael,
Jozabad, Elihu, and Zillethai, chiefs of thousands in
Manasseh. 2121 So they helped David against the bands
of rof raidersaiders because all of them were mighty men of val-
or and commanders in the army. 2222 For at thatthat time,
day by day, they came to help David until thethey becamey became
a great camp like the camp of God.

David’David’s Army at Hebrs Army at Hebronon
2323 Now these make upmake up the number of the leaders

equipped for the battalion who came to David at He-
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bron in order to turn the kingdom of Saul over to him,
as the mouth of the LORD had spokenhad spoken .

2424 The sons of Judah who carried shields and
spears: six thousand eight hundred equipped for
war.
2525 From the sons of Simeon, mighty men of valor, fit
for war: seven thousand one hundred.
2626 From the sons of the Levites: four thousand six
hundred. 2727 Jehoiada waswas the principal leader of the
Aaronites, and he brhe broughtought with him three thousand
seven hundred, 2828 while Zadok, a brave young war-
rior, brbroughtought twenty-two leaders from the house of
his father.
2929 From the sons of Benjamin, the brothers of Saul:
three thousand (up to that time the greater num-
ber of them were keeping their lotheir loyaltyyalty with the
house of Saul).
3030 From the sons of Ephraim: twenty thousand eight
hundred mighty men of valor, men of reputation in
the house of their fathers.
3131 From the half-tribe of Manasseh: eighteen thou-
sand who were marked by name to come and
crown David king.
3232 From the sons of Issachar, those having under-
standing of times and what Israel should do: two
hundred of their captains with all their brothers at
their command.
3333 Of Zebulun, fifty thousand seasoned troops,
equipped for battle with all the weapons of war, to
help David with singleness of purpose. From Zebu-
lun, those going out to war, equipped for battle
with all the weapons of war, to help David with an
undivided heart: fifty thousand.
3434 From Naphtali: one thousand leaders and thirty-
seven thousand with shields and spears.
3535 From the Danites, competent for battle: twenty-
eight thousand six hundred.
3636 From Asher, those going out to war, arranged for
battle: forty thousand.
3737 Also from the other side of the Jordan, from the
Reubenites, the Gadites, and half of the tribe of
Manasseh with all their battle array: one hundred
and twenty thousand.

3838 All these made upmade up the men of war, arranged in
ranks, whowho came to Hebron with a sincere heart to
make David king over all Israel, along with the all the
rest of Israel whowho with one heart camecame to make David
king. 3939 Now all theseall these were there with David three
days, eating and drinking, for their brothers had made
provisions for them, 4040 and also the ones who were as
near to them as Issachar, Zebulun, and Naphtali were
bringing bread on donkeys, on camels, on mules, and
on oxen, food of fine flour, fig cakes, raisins, wine, oil,
herds, and flocks in abundance, for there was joy in Is-
rael.

The ArkThe Ark
2Sa 6:1–11

So David conferred with the captains of the
thousands and of the hundreds andand with every

leader. 22 Then he said to all the assembly of Israel, “If it
seems good to you and to the LORD our God, let us
send word to the rest of our brothers throughout all
the land of Israel along with the priests and the
Levites in their cities, that they might join us here.
33 Then let us bring the ark of the LORD our God back
to us, for we did not seek it during the days of Saul.”
44 Then all the assembly agreed to do it because the
thing seemedseemed right in the eyes of all the people.

55 So David assembled all Israel, from Shihor in Egypt
as far as the entrance to Hamath, in order to bring the
ark of God from Kiriath Jearim. 66 And he went up with
all Israel to Baalah, that is,that is, to Kiriath Jearim, which be-
longs to Judah, to bring up the ark of God, the LORD
who dwells between the cherubim, where HisHis name is
called.

77 They transported the ark of God on a new cart from
the house of Abinadab with Uzzah and Ahio driving
the cart 88 while David and all Israel played musicmusic be-
fore God with all their might, performingperforming songs on
lyres, harps, tambourines, cymbals, and trumpets.

99 When they had come as far as the threshing floor
of Kidon, Uzzah stretched out his hand to take hold of
the ark because the oxen had stumbled on the pathon the path .
1010 Then the anger of the LORD burned against Uzzah,
and He struck him because he reached his hand out to
touch the ark. Thus, UzzahUzzah died there before God.

1111 Now David was angry because the LORD struck out
against Uzzah, so he called that place Perez Uzzah, asas
it isit is to this day.

1212 David was afraid of God that day, saying, “How can
I eeverver bring the ark of God to myself?” 1313 So David
stopped mostopped movingving the ark of God to himself in the City
of David and diverted it to the house of Obed-Edom
the Gittite, 1414 and whilewhile the ark of God stayed in his
house three months, the LORD blessed the house of
Obed-Edom and all he had.

David ESTDavid ESTablished at Jerusalemablished at Jerusalem
2Sa 5:11–25; 1Ch 3:5–8

Then Hiram the king of Tyre sent messengers
to David with cedar wood, stonemasons, and

carpenters to build a palace for him. 22 So David knew
that the LORD had established him as king over Israel
because his kingdom was highly exalted for the sake
of His people Israel.

33 Now David took more wives in Jerusalem, and
David became the father of more sons and daughters.
44 These are the names of the children who were born
to him in Jerusalem: Shammua, Shobab, Nathan,
Solomon, 55 Ibhar, Elishua, Elpelet, 66 Nogah, Nepheg,
Japhia, 77 Elishama, Beeliada, and Eliphelet.
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David Defeats the PhilistinesDavid Defeats the Philistines
88 Now whenwhen the Philistines heard that David had

been anointed king over all Israel, all the Philistines
went up to seek out David, but David heard and went
out to them. 99 So the Philistines came and raided the
Valley of Rephaim. 1010 Then David inquired of the LORD
, saying, “Should I go up against the Philistines? Will
You give them into my hand?”

The LORD answered, “Go up against themagainst them , and I will
give them into your hand.”

1111 And they went up to Baal Perazim, and David
struck them down there. Then David said, “God broke
through my enemies by my hand as the breaking
through of waters.” Therefore they named that place
Baal Perazim. 1212 They abandoned their gods there, and
David said thatthat they should be burned with fire.

1313 Now the Philistines raided the valley once more.
1414 And David again inquired of God, and God answeranswereded
him: “Do not go up after them, but turn around be-
hind them and come to them in front of the balsam
trees. 1515 Whenever you hear the sound of marching in
the tops of the balsam trees, you will advance the bat-
tle, for God has gone out before you to strike the
camp of the Philistines.” 1616 David did just as God com-
manded him, and they struck the camp of the
Philistines from Gibeon as far as Gezer.

1717 So the fame of David went out in all the lands, and
the LORD put the dread of him on all the nations.

The Ark BrThe Ark Brought to Jerusalemought to Jerusalem
2Sa 6:12–19

So David built houses for himself in the City of
David, and he prepared a place for the ark of

God and pitched a tent for it. 22 Then David said, “No
one may carry the ark of God except the Levites since
the LORD chose them to carry the ark of the LORD and
to minister before Him always.”

33 David assembled all Israel to Jerusalem in order to
bring up the ark of the LORD to the place he had pre-
pared for it. 44 And David gathered rreprepresentativesesentatives of
the sons of Aaron and the Levites, as folloas followsws :

55 from the sons of Kohath,
Uriel the leader and one hundred and twenty of
his brothers;

66 from the sons of Merari,
Asaiah the leader and two hundred and twenty of
his brothers;

77 from the sons of Gershom,
Joel the leader and one hundred and thirty of his
brothers;

88 from the sons of Elizaphan,
Shemaiah the leader and two hundred of his
brothers;

99 from the sons of Hebron,
Eliel the leader and eighty of his brothers;

1010 from the sons of Uzziel,

Amminadab the leader and one hundred and
twelve of his brothers.

1111 Then David called for Zadok and Abiathar the
priests and for the Levites: Uriel, Asaiah, Joel, Shema-
iah, Eliel, and Amminadab. 1212 He said to them, “You are
the captains of the fathers’ houses for the Levites.
Consecrate yourselves, you and your brothers, so you
may bring up the ark of the LORD , the God of Israel,
to the placethe place I have prepared for it 1313 because onon the
first attemptattempt without you the LORD struck out against
us since we did not seek Him properly.” 1414 So the
priests and the Levites consecrated themselves to
bring up the ark of the LORD , the God of Israel. 1515 The
sons of the Levites lifted up the ark of God just as
Moses commanded, with the poles on their shoulders,
according to the word of the LORD .

1616 Then David told the leaders of the Levites to posi-
tion their brothers the singers with musical instru-
ments, harps, lyres, and cymbals to resound with joy-
ful songs.

1717 So the Levites placed Heman the son of Joel, and
from his brothers, Asaph the son of Berekiah, and
from their brothers the sons of Merari, Ethan the son
of Kushaiah, 1818 and with them their brothers of the
second rank: Zechariah, Ben, Jaaziel, Shemiramoth, Je-
hiel, Unni, Eliab, Benaiah, Maaseiah, Mattithiah,
Eliphelehu, Mikneiah, Obed-Edom, and Jeiel, the gate-
keepers.

1919 So the singers, Heman, Asaph, and Ethan, werwere di-e di-
rrectedected to sound cymbals of brass. 2020 Zechariah, Aziel,
Shemiramoth, Jehiel, Unni, Eliab, Maaseiah, and Bena-
iah werwere to accompanye to accompany with harps on Alamoth. 2121 Mat-
tithiah, Eliphelehu, Mikneiah, Obed-Edom, Jeiel, and
Azaziah werwere to leade to lead with lyres on the Sheminith. 2222 Ke-
naniah, leader of the Levites, was to conductwas to conduct the mu-
sic because he waswas skillful.

2323 Berekiah and Elkanah were gatekeepers for the
ark. 2424 Shebaniah, Joshaphat, Nethanel, Amasai,
Zechariah, Benaiah, and Eliezer, the priests, werwere as-e as-
signedsigned to sound trumpets before the ark of God.
Obed-Edom and Jehiah were gatekeepers for the ark.

2525 So David, the elders of Israel, and the leaders of
the thousands went to bring up the ark of the
covenant of the LORD from the house of Obed-Edom
with rejoicing. 2626 Since God helped the Levites who car-
ried the ark of the covenant of the LORD , they sacri-
ficed seven bulls and seven rams. 2727 Now David was
clothed in a fine linen robe, as weras weree the Levites who
carried the ark, the singers, and Kenaniah, the con-
ductor of singing and singers. David himselfhimself wore a
linen ephod. 2828 So all Israel brought up the ark of the
covenant of the LORD with a shout and with the sound
of the ram’s horn and with trumpets and cymbals,
making music on harps and lyres.

2929 Now as the ark of the covenant of the LORD was
entering the City of David, Michal the daughter of Saul
was looking down from the window, and when she
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saw King David dancing and spinning, she despised
him in her heart.

The Ark Set in the TThe Ark Set in the Tentent

So they brought in the ark of God, placed it in
the midst of the tent that David had erected for

it, and drew near to God with burnt offerings and
peace offerings. 22 W henhen David had finished offering
the burnt offerings and the peace offerings, he
blessed the people in the name of the LORD . 33 Then
he distributed to all the children of Israel, both men
and women, a loaf of bread, a piece of meat, and a
raisin cake for each.

44 And he appointed some of the Levites to minister
before the ark of the LORD , to commemorate, to
thank, and to praise the LORD God of Israel: 55 Asaph
the chief, and next to him Zechariah, then Jeiel, Shemi-
ramoth, Jehiel, Mattithiah, Eliab, Benaiah, and Obed-
Edom: Jeiel with stringed instruments and harps, but
Asaph made music with the cymbals. 66 Moreover, Be-
naiah and Jahaziel the priests sounded trumpets con-
tinually before the ark of the covenant of God.

David’David’s Psalm of Thanksgivings Psalm of Thanksgiving
Ps 96:1–13; 105:1–15; 106:1, 47–48

77 On that day then, David delivered for the first time
this psalm of thanksgiving to the LORD into the hand
of Asaph and his brothers:

88 Give thanks to the LORD , call on His name;
make known His deeds among the peoples.

99 Sing to Him, sing praise to Him,
recount all His wonders.

1010 Glory in His holy name;
let the heart of those who seek the LORD rejoice.

1111 Seek the LORD and His strength;
seek His face continually.

1212 Remember His wonders which He has done,
His wonders and the judgments of His mouth,

1313 O seed of Israel, His servant,
O sons of Jacob, His chosen.

1414 He is the LORD our God;
His judgments are in all the earth.

1515 Remember His covenant forever,
the word He commanded for a thousand genera-

tions,
1616 that He made with Abraham,
eevenven His oath to Isaac.

1717 He confirmed it to Jacob as a statute,
to Israel forfor an everlasting covenant,

1818 saying, “To you I will give the land of Canaan
as the portion of your inheritance.”

1919 When you were few in number,
few indeed, and strangers thertheree ,

2020 when they wandered from nation to nation,
from one kingdom to another,

2121 He allowed no man to oppress them;
He rebuked kings on their account,

2222 saying, “Do not touch My anointed,

and do My prophets no harm.”
2323 Sing to the LORD , all the earth.
Proclaim good tidings of His salvation from day to

day.
2424 Declare His glory among the nations,
His wonders among all the peoples.

2525 For great is the LORD and greatly to be praised.
He is to be feared above all gods.

2626 For all the gods of the peoples are idols,
but the LORD made the heavens.

2727 Honor and majesty are before Him;
strength and joy are in His place.

2828 Give to the LORD , O families of the peoples,
give to the LORD glory and strength.
2929 Give to the LORD the glory due His name;

bring an offering and come before Him,
bow down to the LORD in holy array.

3030 Tremble before Him, all the earth.
The world also is firmly established; it shall not be

moved.
3131 Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad.
Let them say among the nations, “The LORD is

King.”
3232 Let the sea roar, and all its fullness.
Let the field rejoice, and all that is in it.

3333 Then the trees of the forest will ring out before the
LORD ,

for He is coming to judge the earth.
3434 Oh, give thanks to the LORD , for He isHe is good;
for His mercy endures forever.

3535 Now say, “Save us, O God of our salvation,
and gather us and deliver us from the nations,

that we may give thanks to Your holy name,
to glory in Your praise.

3636 Blessed is the LORD , the God of Israel,
from everlasting to everlasting.”

Then all the people said, “Amen,” and “Praise the LORD
.”

WWorship Befororship Before the Arke the Ark
3737 So he left Asaph and his brothers before the ark of

the covenant of the LORD to minister before the ark
regularly, as each day required, 3838 and also Obed-
Edom and his sixty-eight brothers, while Obed-Edom,
the son of Jeduthun, and Hosah were to be gatekeep-
ers. 3939 And he left Zadok the priest and his priestly
brothers before the tabernacle of the LORD at the
high place that was at Gibeon 4040 to offer burnt offer-
ings to the LORD on the altar of burnt offering contin-
ually, morning and evening, according to all that was
written in the Law of the LORD , which He commanded
Israel.

4141 With them were Heman and Jeduthun and the rest
who were chosen, who were marked by name to give
thanks to the LORD , for His mercy endures forever.
4242 Heman and Jeduthun had with them trumpets and
cymbals to sound aloud and instruments for sacred
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song. The sons of Jeduthun were appointed to the
gate.

4343 Then all the people departed, each man to his
house, and David returned to bless his house.

The Davidic CoThe Davidic Covenantvenant
2Sa 7:1–17

Now it happened as David dwelt in his house
that he said to Nathan the prophet, “Here I am

dwelling in a house of cedar while the ark of the LORD
is under curtains.”

22 So Nathan said to David, “Do all that is in your
heart, for God is with you.”

33 But it happened on that same night that the word
of the LORD came to Nathan, saying,

44 Go and tell David My servant: Thus says the LORD :
You will not build a house for Me to dwell in, 55 for I
have not dwelt in a house since the day when I
brought Israel up eevenven until this day, but I have gone
from tent to tent and from tabernacle to tabernacleto tabernacle .
66 Wherever I have gone in all Israel, have I ever spoken
a word to the any of the judges of Israel that I com-
manded to shepherd My people, saying, Why have you
not built Me a house of cedar?

77 And now say this to My servant David: Thus says
the LORD of Hosts: I took you from the pasture, from
following after the flock, to be ruler over My people Is-
rael, 88 and I have been with you wherever you went,
and I have cut off all your enemies from before you.
Also I will make your name like the names of the
greatest on earth. 99 And I will appoint a place for My
people Israel, and I will plant them there where they
will dwell securely and tremble no more, so thatso that the
sons of wickedness will not oppress them just as be-
fore 1010 from the time when I commanded the judges of
My people Israel. I will subdue all your enemies.

And I declare to you the LORD will build a house for
you. 1111 Then it will be when your days are full and you
go to your fathers, I will raise up your seed after you
from your own sons. His kingdom I will establish. 1212 He
is the one who will build Me a house, and I will estab-
lish his throne forever. 1313 I will be a father to him, and
he will be a son to Me. I will not take away My favor
from him as I did from the one who was before you.
1414 I will assign him a place in My house and in My king-
dom forever, and his throne will be established for all
time.

1515 Thus, Nathan spoke to David all these words and
according to all this vision.

The PrThe Prayer of Davidayer of David
2Sa 7:18–29

1616 Then King David came and sat before the LORD ,
and he said,

“Who am I, O LORD God, and what is my house that
You have brought me this far? 1717 This was something
small in Your eyes, God, but You have spoken concern-
ing the house of Your servant for a great while to

come and have regarded me with the status of a great
man, O LORD God.

1818 “What more can David speakspeak to You for the honor
of Your servant? For You know Your servant. 1919 O LORD
, for the sake of Your servant and according to Your
own heart You have done all these great things and
made known all these great things.

2020 “O LORD , there is none like You, and there is no
god besides You as we have heard with our ears.
2121 Who is like Your people Israel, a nation on earth
whom God has redeemed for Himself as a people to
make for Yourself a great name by great and awe-
some deeds in driving out nations from before Your
people whom You redeemed from Egypt? 2222 For You
made Your people Israel for Yourself for a people for-
ever, and You, O LORD , have become their God.

2323 “And now, LORD , the word which You have spoken
concerning Your servant and concerning his house, letlet
itit endure forever and do just as You have spoken.
2424 Let Your name endure and be magnified forever,
saying, ‘The LORD of Hosts, the God of Israel, is God to
Israel.’ And let the house of David Your servant be es-
tablished before You.

2525 “For You, my God, have revealed to Your servant
that You will build a house for him. Therefore Your ser-
vant has found courage to pray before You. 2626 And
now, O LORD , You are God, and You have promised
this good worwordd to Your servant. 2727 Now, You have been
pleased to bless the house of Your servant that it may
be forever before You. For You, O LORD , have blessed
it, and it shall be blessed forever.”

David’David’s Conquestss Conquests
2Sa 8:1–18

Now it happened after this that David attacked
the Philistines and subdued them, so he took

Gath and its neighboring towns from Philistine con-
trol.

22 He also defeated Moab so that the Moabites be-
came servants to David and brought tribute.

33 Next David struck down Hadadezer the king of
Zobah toward Hamath as he marched out to establish
his authority along the Euphrates. 44 David captured
from him one thousand chariots, seven thousand
horsemen, and twenty thousand infantry men. Then
David hamstrung all the chariot horseshorses except for the
one hundred he spared.

55 When the Arameans of Damascus came to help
Hadadezer king of Zobah, David struck down twenty-
two thousand Arameans. 66 Then David set garrisonsgarrisons in
Aram of Damascus; and Arameans became subject to
David, and brought tribute. The LORD gave victory to
David wherever he went.

77 So David took the shields of gold that were on the
servants of Hadadezer, and brought them to
Jerusalem. 88 Also from Tibhath †† and Kun, cities of
Hadadezer, David took a large amount of bronze; with

† in 2Sa 8:8.
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it Solomon made the bronze Sea, the pillars, and the
vessels of bronze.

99 When Tou king of Hamath heard that David had de-
feated all the army of Hadadezer king of Zobah, 1010 he
sent his son Hadoram to King David to ask about his
welfare and to bless him because he fought and de-
feated Hadadezer (for Hadadezer had been at war
with Tou). He sent all kinds of articles of gold, silver,
and bronze.

1111 King David also dedicated these to the LORD , to-
gether with the silver and gold which he had carried
away from all the surrounding nations, from Edom,
Moab, the Ammonites, the Philistines, and Amalek.

1212 Also Abishai the son of Zeruiah struck down eigh-
teen thousand men of Edom in the Valley of Salt. 1313 He
set up garrisons in Edom, and all the Edomites be-
came servants to David. Wherever he went, the LORD
gave David victory.

David’David’s Officialss Officials
1414 So David was king over all Israel, and he executed

justice and righteousness for all his people. 1515 Joab the
son of Zeruiah waswas over the army, and Jehoshaphat
the son of Ahilud was the historian. 1616 Zadok the son of
Ahitub and Abimelek the son of Abiathar served asserved as
priests, while Shavsha waswas scribe. 1717 Benaiah the son
of Jehoiada waswas over the Kerethites and the Pelethites,
and the sons of David were the king’s principal offi-
cials.

David Defeats the AmmonitesDavid Defeats the Ammonites
2Sa 10:1–19

Now it happened after this that Nahash the
king of the Ammonites died, and his son

reigned in his place. 22 Then David said, “I will show
kindness to Hanun the son of Nahash, because his fa-
ther showed kindness to me.” So David sent messen-
gers to comfort him concerning his father. And David’s
servants came to Hanun in the land of the Ammonites
to comfort him.

33 But the leaders of the Ammonites said to Hanun,
“Do you think that David is honoring your father be-
cause he sent consolers? Have not his servants come
to you to search and to overthrow and to spy out the
land?” 44 So Hanun took the servants of David, shaved
them, cut their garments in half as far as the hip, and
sent them away.

55 Then somesome came and told David about the men, so
he sent to meet them, for the men were greatly humil-
iated. The king said, “Remain in Jericho until your
beards grow full, and then return.”

66 When the Ammonites saw that they had become a
stench to David, Hanun and the Ammonites sent one
thousand talents †† of silver to hire chariots and horse-
men from Aram Naharaim, Aram Maakah, and Zobah.
77 So they hired for themselves thirty-two thousand

† About 38 tons, or 34 metric tons.

chariots, with the king of Maakah and his people. They
camped before Medeba as the Ammonites gathered
from their cities to go out to war.

88 When David heard of it, he sent Joab and all the
army of the mighty men. 99 So the Ammonites went out
and formed ranks for battle at the entrance to the city
while the kings who had come were by themselves in
the open country.

1010 When Joab saw the battle line was drawn in front
of him and behind him, he chose some of the best
men in Israel and arrayed them against the Arameans.
1111 The rest of the people he placed in the charge of his
brother Abishai, and they took up positions to engage
the Ammonites. 1212 Then he said, “If the Arameans are
too strong for me, then you will come help me, but if
the Ammonites are too strong for you, I will come help
you. 1313 Take courage, and let us prove worthy of our
people and the cities of our God. May the LORD do
what seems right to Him.”

1414 So Joab and the people who werweree with him drew
near to the Arameans for battle, and they fled before
him. 1515 When the Ammonites saw the Arameans flee-
ing, they also fled before Abishai his brother and en-
tered the city. So Joab returned to Jerusalem.

1616 When the Arameans saw that they had been de-
feated by Israel, they sent messengers and sum-
moned the Arameans who were beyond the River, ††††

and Shophak, the commander of Hadadezer’s army
wentwent before them.

1717 When David was told about it, he gathered all Is-
rael, crossed over the Jordan, and came against them.
He divided his ranks and prepared to engage the
Arameans in battle, so they fought against him. 1818 But
the Arameans fled before Israel, and David killed sev-
en thousand chariot drivers and forty thousand in-
fantry men of the Arameans, and killed Shophak, the
commander of the army.

1919 And when the servants of Hadadezer saw that they
were defeated before Israel, they negotiated peace
with David and served him.

So the Arameans were not willing to aid the Am-
monites in battle again.

Rabbah CapturRabbah Captureded
2Sa 11:1; 12:29–31

Now at the beginning of the year when kings
would go out to warto war , Joab led the army and

devastated the land of the Ammonites. He came and
besieged Rabbah. But David remained in Jerusalem.
So Joab struck Rabbah and overthrew it. 22 Then David
took the crown of their king from his head and found
it weighed about a talent ‡‡ of gold with a precious
stone setset in it. And it was placed on David’s head. He
also brought out a great abundance of plunder from
the city. 33 He brought out the people who were it in,
and put themthem to work with saws, sharp iron tools, and

†† Euphrates River. ‡ About 75 pounds, or 34 kilograms.
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axes. Thus David did to all the cities of the Ammonites,
and then he and all the people returned to Jerusalem.

Philistine Giants KilledPhilistine Giants Killed
2Sa 21:15–22

44 Now after thisthis , whenwhen war broke out in Gezer with
the Philistines, Sibbekai of Hushah killed Sippai, who
was one of the descendants of the giants, and they
were humbled.

55 Again there was war with the Philistines, and El-
hanan the son of Jair killed Lahmi, the brother of Go-
liath the Gittite, the shaft of whose wooden spear was
like a weaver’s beam.

66 Yet again there was war at Gath, where there was a
man of great stature, who had six fingers on each
hand and six toes on each foot, twenty-four in num-
ber; and he also was descended from the giants.
77 When he taunted Israel, Jonathan the son of Shimea,
David’s brother, killed him.

88 These were descended from the giants in Gath, and
they fell by the hand of David and his servants.

The Census of IsrThe Census of Israel and Judahael and Judah
2Sa 24:1–25

Now Satan stood against Israel and incited
David to number Israel. 22 Then David said to

Joab and the leaders of the people, “Go count Israel
from Beersheba to Dan and bring me a report, that I
may know their number.”

33 But Joab said, “May the LORD increase the number
of His people one hundred times more. My lord the
king, are not all of them my lord’s servants? Why then
should my lord require this? Why should it bring guilt
on Israel?”

44 Nevertheless, the king’s word prevailed against
Joab, so Joab departed and went throughout all Israel.
Then he returned to Jerusalem. 55 Joab gave the results
of the census of the people to David: All Israel had one
million one hundred thousand men who drew the
sword, and in Judah four hundred and seventy thou-
sand men drew the sword.

66 However, he did not include the Levites and Ben-
jamin because the word of the king was abhorrent to
Joab. 77 Now this thing was evil in the sight of God, and
He struck Israel.

88 So David said to God, “I have sinned greatly in do-
ing this thing. Now, please, take away the iniquity of
your servant, for I have acted very foolishly.”

99 And the LORD spoke to Gad, David’s seer, saying,
1010 “Go and speak to David, ‘Thus says the LORD : Three
things I offer you; choose one of these for yourself
that I may do to you.’”

1111 So Gad came to David and said to him, “Thus says
the LORD , ‘Select for yourself, 1212 either three years of
famine, or three months of being swept away before
your foes while the sword of your enemy overtakes
you, or three days of the sword of the LORD , even
pestilence in the land, with the angel of the LORD de-

stroying throughout all the territory of Israel.’ Now
then consider what answer I shall return to Him who
sent me.”

1313 David replied to Gad, “I am in great distress. Let
me fall into the hands of the LORD , for His mercies
araree very great, but do not let me fall into the hand of
man.”

1414 So the LORD sent a plague throughout Israel, and
seventy thousand men of Israel fell. 1515 And God sent
an angel to Jerusalem to destroy it, but as he prepared
to destroy it, the LORD looked and relented from the
calamity. And He said to the angel bringing the de-
struction, “It is enough. Remove your hand.” The angel
of the LORD was then standing by the threshing floor
of Ornan the Jebusite.

1616 David lifted up his eyes and saw the angel of the
LORD standing between earth and heaven with his
sword drawn in his hand stretched out over Jerusalem.
So David and the elders, covered in sackcloth, fell on
their faces.

1717 David said to God, “Was it not I who gave the com-
mand to number the people? I am the one who has
sinned and surely done evil. But these sheep, what
have they done? O LORD my God, I pray, let Your hand
be against me and my father’s house, but do not let
Your people be plagued.”

David Builds an AltarDavid Builds an Altar
1818 Then the angel of the LORD commanded Gad to

tell David that David should go up and raise an altar to
the LORD on the threshing floor of Ornan the Jebusite.
1919 So David went up at the word of Gad which he deliv-
ered in the name of the LORD .

2020 Now Ornan turned and saw the angel, but his four
sons who werwho weree with him hid themselves as Ornan
threshed the wheat. 2121 As David came to Ornan, Ornan
looked and saw David and went out from the thresh-
ing floor and bowed down before David with hishis face
to the ground.

2222 Then David said to Ornan, “Give me the site of the
threshing floor so that I may build an altar on it to the
LORD . Sell it to me at full price so the plague on the
people may be restrained.”

2323 So Ornan replied to David, “Take it for yourself,
and let my lord the king do whatever seems good in
his eyes. Look, I will give the oxen for the burnt offer-
ings, the threshing wagons for wood, and the wheat
for the grain offering. I will give it all.”

2424 Then King David said to Ornan, “No, for I will surely
acquire it for the full price, for I will not take what is
yours for the LORD nor offer burnt offerings that cost
me nothing.”

2525 So David gave Ornan six hundred shekels †† of gold
by weight for the site, 2626 and David built there an altar
to the LORD and offered up burnt offerings and peace
offerings. He called on the LORD , and the LORD an-

† About 15 pounds, or 6.9 kilograms.
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2323

swered him by fire from heaven on the altar of burnt
offering.

2727 So the LORD spoke to the angel, and he put away
his sword in its sheath. 2828 At that time, when David saw
that the LORD had answered him at the threshing
floor of Ornan the Jebusite, he sacrificed there. 2929 For
the tabernacle of the LORD and the altar of burnt of-
fering that Moses had made in the wilderness werweree in
the high place in Gibeon at that time. 3030 But David was
unable to go before it to inquire of God, because he
was terrified by the sword of the angel of the LORD .

Then David said, “Here shall be the house of the
LORD God and here the altar of the burnt offer-

ing for Israel.”

Plans to Build the TPlans to Build the Templeemple
22 So David gave instructions to gather together those

sojourning in the land of Israel, and he appointed
stonemasons to cut hewn stones for building the
house of God. 33 David also provided large quantities of
iron for nails for the doors of the gates and for the
clamps as well as an abundance of bronze beyond
measure, 44 and cedar logs without number, for the
Sidonians and the Tyrians brought much cedar wood
to David.

55 Now David said, “Solomon my son isis young and in-
experienced, and the house that is to be built for the
LORD mustmust be exceedingly magnificent, of fame and
glory throughout all the lands. Therefore I will make
preparation for it now.” So David made extensive
preparations before his death.

66 Then David called Solomon his son and command-
ed him to build a house for the LORD , the God of Is-
rael. 77 David said to Solomon, “My son, I had it in my
heart to build a house for the name of the LORD my
God, 88 but the word of the LORD came to me, saying,
‘You have shed much blood and waged great wars.
You shall not build a house for My name because you
have shed much blood on the earth before Me. 99 A son
shall be born to you who shall be a man of rest. I will
give him rest from all his enemies all around. Solomon
will be his name, and I will give peace and tranquility
to Israel in his days. 1010 He will be the one to build a
house for My name. He shall be a son to Me, and I will
be a father to him, and I will establish the throne of his
kingdom over Israel forever.’

1111 “Now, my son, may the LORD be with you, and may
you have success in building the house of the LORD
your God just as He has spoken concerning you. 1212 On-
ly may the LORD give you insight and understanding
and give you charge over Israel so you may keep the
law of the LORD your God. 1313 Then you will prosper if
you carefully observe the statutes and the judgments
which the LORD commanded Moses for Israel. Be
strong and of good courage. Do not be afraid or dis-
mayed.

1414 “With great difficulty I have prepared for the house
of the LORD one hundred thousand talents †† of gold

and one million †††† talents of silver as well as innumer-
able quantities of bronze and iron, beyond measure. I
have also prepared timber and stone to which you
may add even more. 1515 Moreover you have an abun-
dance of workers: stonecutters, masons, carpenters,
and men skilled in all kinds ofkinds of work, 1616 craftsmen in
gold, silver, bronze, and iron without number. Rise up
and work, and may the LORD be with you.”

1717 Then David commanded all the leaders of Israel to
assist Solomon his son, sayingsaying , 1818 “Is not the LORD
your God with you? Has He not given you rest all
around? For He has given the inhabitants of the land
into my hand, and the land is subdued before the
LORD and His people. 1919 Now dedicate your heart and
your soul to seek the LORD your God. Rise up and
build the sanctuary of the LORD God, so that you may
bring the ark of the covenant of the LORD along with
the holy vessels of God into the house which is to be
built for the name of the LORD .”

The LeThe Levitesvites

Now David was old and full of days when he
made Solomon his son king over Israel. 22 So he

gathered together all the leaders of Israel with the
priests and the Levites.

33 The Levites from thirty years old and up were
counted, and their head count of men was thirty-eight
thousand. 44 Twenty-four thousand of these, David
said, “shall have charge of the work in the house of the
LORD ; six thousand shall be officers and judges, 55 four
thousand shall be gatekeepers, and four thousand
shall offer praises to the LORD with the instruments
that I have made for praise.”

66 David assigned them to divisions according to the
sons of Levi: Gershon, Kohath, and Merari.

GershonitesGershonites
77 From the Gershonites:

Ladan and Shimei.
88 The sons of Ladan werweree
first Jehiel, then Zetham and Joel, three in allin all .

99 The sons of Shimei werweree
Shelomith, Haziel, and Haran, three.
These werweree the heads of the fathers’ houses of
Ladan.

1010 The sons of Shimei werweree
Jahath, Zina, Jeush, and Beriah.
These four werweree the sons of Shimei.
1111 Now Jahath was the first and Ziza the second,
but Jeush and Beriah did not have many sons, so
they were counted as one unit for their father’s
house.

KohathitesKohathites
1212 The sons of Kohath werweree

† About 3,750 tons, or 3,400 metric tons. †† About 37,500
tons, or 34,000 metric tons.

1 CHRONICLES 21:27 310 1 CHRONICLES 23:12



2424

Amram, Izhar, Hebron, and Uzziel, four in allin all .
1313 The sons of Amram werweree
Aaron and Moses,
but Aaron was set apart to consecrate the most
holy things, he and his sons forever, to offer sacri-
fices before the LORD , to minister to Him, and to
bless in His name forever. 1414 As for Moses, the
man of God,
his sons were named among the tribe of Levi.

1515 The sons of Moses werweree
Gershom and Eliezer.

1616 The son of Gershom waswas
Shubael the chief.

1717 The son of Eliezer waswas
Rehabiah the chief.
Eliezer had no other sons, but the sons of Rehabi-
ah were very many.

1818 The son of Izhar waswas
Shelomith the chief.

1919 The sons of Hebron werweree
Jeriah the first, Amariah the second, Jahaziel the
third, andand Jekameam the fourth.

2020 The sons of Uzziel werweree
Micah the first and Ishiah the second.

MerMeraritesarites
2121 The sons of Merari werweree

Mahli and Mushi.
The sons of Mahli werweree
Eleazar and Kish.
2222 Eleazar died having no sons, but only daugh-
ters, so the sons of Kish, their brothers, took them
as wivesas wives .

2323 The sons of Mushi were
Mahli, Eder, and Jerimoth, three.

2424 These werweree the sons of Levi according to their fa-
thers’ houses, the heads of the fathers’ houses as they
were registered by the number of their names accord-
ing to their head count, those doing the work for the
service of the house of the LORD , from twenty years
old and up.

2525 For David said, “The LORD , the God of Israel, has
given rest to His people, and He dwells in Jerusalem
forever. 2626 And so the Levites no longer need to carry
the tabernacle and all its implements for its service.”
2727 For by the last words of David, the sons of Levi were
numbered from twenty years old and up; 2828 because
their duty was to help the sons of Aaron in the service
of the house of the LORD , in the courts and in the
chambers, with the purifying of all holy things, even
the work of service of the house of God, 2929 and with
the showbread, the fine flour for a grain offering, the
wafers of unleavened bread, the baked offering, the
offering mixed with oil, and all measures of quantity
and size, 3030 to stand morning by morning to thank and
praise the LORD , and likewise in the evening, 3131 and to
offer up all burnt offerings to the LORD , for Sabbaths,
New Moons, and appointed feasts, by number as the

judgment concerning them, continually before the
LORD , 3232 and that they should keep charge of the tent
of meeting and the sanctuary and attend to the sons
of Aaron, their brothers, for the service of the house of
the LORD .

Priestly Divisions AssignedPriestly Divisions Assigned

Now the divisions of the sons of Aaron werweree
these.

The sons of Aaron: Nadab, Abihu, Eleazar, and
Ithamar. 22 But Nadab and Abihu died before their fa-
ther, and they had no sons. So Eleazar and Ithamar
served as priests. 33 Then David, along with Zadok of
the sons of Eleazar and Ahimelek of the sons of
Ithamar, divided them to their offices by their service.
44 Since the sons of Eleazar were found to haveto have more
chief men than the sons of Ithamar, they divided them
into sixteen heads of the fathers’ houses for the sons
of Eleazar, and eight for the sons of Ithamar, accord-
ing to their fathers’ houses. 55 So they divided them by
lots, the one as the other, for there were officers of the
sanctuary and officers of God among both the sons of
Eleazar and Ithamar.

66 Shemaiah the son of Nethanel, the Levite scribe,
wrote them down in the presence of the king, the
leaders, Zadok the priest, Ahimelek the son of Abi-
athar, and the heads of the fathers’ houses of the
priests and the Levites, one father’s house taken for
Eleazar and one for Ithamar.

77 The first lot fell to Jehoiarib,
the second to Jedaiah,
88 the third to Harim,
the fourth to Seorim,
99 the fifth to Malkijah,
the sixth to Mijamin,
1010 the seventh to Hakkoz,
the eighth to Abijah,
1111 the ninth to Jeshua,
the tenth to Shekaniah,
1212 the eleventh to Eliashib,
the twelfth to Jakim,
1313 the thirteenth to Huppah,
the fourteenth to Jeshebeab,
1414 the fifteenth to Bilgah,
the sixteenth to Immer,
1515 the seventeenth to Hezir,
the eighteenth to Happizzez,
1616 the nineteenth to Pethahiah,
the twentieth to Jehezkel,
1717 the twenty-first to Jakin,
the twenty-second to Gamul,
1818 the twenty-third to Delaiah,
the twenty-fourth to Maaziah.

1919 These were their appointments for their service to
come into the house of the LORD according to the
schedule prescribed for them by Aaron their father, as
the LORD God of Israel had commanded him.
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Remaining LeRemaining Levite Assignmentsvite Assignments
2020 Now for the remaining sons of Levi:

from the sons of Amram, Shubael;
from the sons of Shubael, Jehdeiah.
2121 For Rehabiah: from the sons of Rehabiah,
the first waswas Ishiah.

2222 From the Izharites, Shelomoth;
from the sons of Shelomoth, Jahath.

2323 The sons of Hebron: Jeriah the firstthe first , Amariah the
second, Jahaziel the third, andand Jekameam the
fourth.
2424 The sons of Uzziel, Micah;
from the sons of Micah, Shamir.
2525 The brother of Micah, Ishiah;
from the sons of Ishiah, Zechariah.

2626 The sons of Merari, Mahli and Mushi;
the son of Jaaziah, Beno.

2727 The sons of Merari:
by Jaaziah werweree Beno, Shoham, Zakkur, and Ibri.

2828 For Mahli: Eleazar, who had no sons.
2929 For Kish: the son of Kish,
Jerahmeel.

3030 The sons of Mushi: Mahli, Eder, and Jerimoth.
These werweree the sons of the Levites according to their

fathers’ houses. 3131 These also cast lots just as their
brothers, the sons of Aaron, in the presence of David
the king, Zadok, Ahimelek, and the heads of the fa-
thers’ houses of the priests and of the Levites, the
head of the fathers’ houses as well as his younger
brother.

The MusiciansThe Musicians

Then David and the officers of the army also set
apart for the service somesome of the sons of Asaph,

and of Heman, and of Jeduthun, those who prophe-
sied with lyres, harps, and cymbals. The number of
those who did the work according to their service was:

22 From the sons of Asaph:
Zakkur, Joseph, Nethaniah, and Asarelah, the sons
of Asaph under the guidance of Asaph, who
prophesied according to the decree of the king.

33 For Jeduthun, the sons of Jeduthun:
Gedaliah, Zeri, Jeshaiah, Hashabiah, and Mattithi-
ah, six, under the guidance of their father Je-
duthun, who prophesied with the lyre in giving
thanks and praise to the LORD .

44 For Heman, the sons of Heman:
Bukkiah, Mattaniah, Uzziel, Shubael and Jerimoth,
Hananiah, Hanani, Eliathah, Giddalti, and Ro-
mamti-Ezer, Joshbekashah, Mallothi, Hothir, Ma-
hazioth. 55 All these were the sons of Heman, the
king’s seer, according to the words of God, to exalt
him, for God gave fourteen sons and three daugh-
ters to Heman.

66 All these werweree under the direction of their father
for the music in the house of the LORD with cymbals,

harps, and lyres, for the service of the house of God by
decree of the king: Asaph, Jeduthun, and Heman. 77 So
the number of them, with their brothers, who were
trained in singing to the LORD , all of whom were skill-
ful, waswas two hundred and eighty-eight. 88 They cast lots
for their duties, small and great, teacher and student
alike.

99 The first lot fell for Asaph to Joseph;
the second to Gedaliah,
to him and his brothers and his sons, twelve;

1010 the third to Zakkur,
his sons and his brothers, twelve;

1111 the fourth to Izri,
his sons and his brothers, twelve;

1212 the fifth to Nethaniah,
his sons and his brothers, twelve;

1313 the sixth to Bukkiah,
his sons and his brothers, twelve;

1414 the seventh to Jesarelah,
his sons and his brothers, twelve;

1515 the eighth to Jeshaiah,
his sons and his brothers, twelve;

1616 the ninth to Mattaniah,
his sons and his brothers, twelve;

1717 the tenth to Shimei,
his sons and his brothers, twelve;

1818 the eleventh to Azarel,
his sons and his brothers, twelve;

1919 the twelfth to Hashabiah,
his sons and his brothers, twelve;

2020 for the thirteenth to Shubael,
his sons and his brothers, twelve;

2121 for the fourteenth to Mattithiah,
his sons and his brothers, twelve;

2222 for the fifteenth to Jerimoth,
his sons and his brothers, twelve;

2323 for the sixteenth to Hananiah,
his sons and his brothers, twelve;

2424 for the seventeenth to Joshbekashah,
his sons and his brothers, twelve;

2525 for the eighteenth to Hanani,
his sons and his brothers, twelve;

2626 for the nineteenth to Mallothi,
his sons and his brothers, twelve;

2727 for the twentieth to Eliathah,
his sons and his brothers, twelve;

2828 for the twenty-first to Hothir,
his sons and his brothers, twelve;

2929 for the twenty-second to Giddalti,
his sons and his brothers, twelve;

3030 for the twenty-third to Mahazioth,
his sons and his brothers, twelve;

3131 for the twenty-fourth to Romamti-Ezer,
his sons and his brothers, twelve.

The GatekeepersThe Gatekeepers

These werThese weree the divisions of the gatekeepers:

1 CHRONICLES 24:20 312 1 CHRONICLES 25:31



2727

from the Korahites, Meshelemiah the son of Kore,
oneone of the sons of Asaph.
22 Meshelemiah had sons:
Zechariah the firstborn,
Jediael the second,
Zebadiah the third,
Jathniel the fourth,
33 Elam the fifth,
Jehohanan the sixth,
andand Eliehoenai the seventh.

44 Obed-Edom had sons:
Shemaiah the firstborn,
Jehozabad the second,
Joah the third,
Sakar the fourth,
Nethanel the fifth,
55 Ammiel the sixth,
Issachar the seventh,
andand Peullethai the eighth
(for God blessed him).

66 Also to his son Shemaiah sons were born who
ruled their fathers’ houses, for they were men of
great ability. 77 The sons of Shemaiah werweree Othni,
Rephael, Obed, andand Elzabad, whose brothers were
able men: namelynamely Elihu and Semakiah. 88 All these
were of the sons of Obed-Edom with their sons and
their brothers, able men qualified for service, sixty-
two of Obed-Edom.
99 Meshelemiah had sons and brothers, able men,
eighteen in allin all .
1010 Also Hosah, of the sons of Merari, had sons:
Shimri the first (although he was not the firstborn,
his father made him the first), 1111 Hilkiah the second,
Tabaliah the third, Zechariah the fourth: all the
sons and brothers of Hosah, thirteen.

1212 These divisions of the gatekeepers, for their chief
men, had assignments to minister in the house of the
LORD just as their brothers. 1313 They cast lots, small and
great alike, according to their fathers’ houses, gate by
gate.

1414 The lot for the East Gate fell to Shelemiah. Then
they cast lots for Zechariah his son, a wise counselor,
and his lot came out for the North Gate; 1515 to Obed-
Edom the South Gate, and to his sons was allotted the
storehouse. 1616 For Shuppim and Hosah the lotthe lot came
out for the West Gate, at the Shalleketh Gate on the
ascending road, guard corresponding to guard.

1717 On the east there were six Levites each dayeach day , on
the north four each day, on the south four each day,
as well as two and two at the storehouse. 1818 For the
colonnade on the west, therthere were weree four at the high-
way, and two at the colonnade.

1919 These were the divisions of the gatekeepers of the
sons of Korah and of the sons of Merari.

The TThe Trreasureasurers and Other Officialsers and Other Officials
2020 And of the Levites, Ahijah waswas over the treasures

of the house of God, and over the treasures of the
dedicated offerings.

2121 The sons of Ladan, the sons of the Gershonites,
belonging to Ladan, the heads of the fathers’ houses
belonging to Ladan the Gershonite: Jehieli. 2222 The sons
of Jehieli, Zetham, and Joel his brother, werwere in chare in chargege
ofof the treasures of the house of the LORD .

2323 From the Amramites, the Izharites, the Hebronites,
and the Uzzielites:

2424 Shubael the son of Gershom, the son of Moses,
waswas ruler of the treasures. 2525 His brothers by Eliezer
werweree Rehabiah his son, Jeshaiah his son, Joram his
son, Zikri his son, and Shelomith his son. 2626 This Sh-
elomith and his brothers werwere in chare in charge ofge of all the
treasures of the dedicated offerings, which David
the king, the heads of the fathers, the officers of
the thousands and the hundreds, and the com-
manders of the army had dedicated. 2727 Some of the
spoils won in battles they dedicated for the mainte-
nance of the house of the LORD . 2828 Also all that
Samuel the seer and Saul the son of Kish and Abn-
er the son of Ner and Joab the son of Zeruiah had
dedicated—all dedicated gifts were in the care of
Shelomith and his brothers.
2929 From the Izharites, Kenaniah and his sons were
assignedassigned the outside duties for Israel, as officers
and judges.
3030 From the Hebronites: Hashabiah and his broth-
ers, one thousand seven hundred able men, werweree
administrators of Israel on the west side of the Jor-
dan for all the work of the LORD and for the service
of the king. 3131 Jeriah was chief of the Hebronites ac-
cording to the genealogical records of his fathers.
In the fortieth year of the reign of David, mighty
men of valor were found in the records among the
Hebronites at Jazer of Gilead, 3232 and his brothers,
able men, two thousand seven hundred heads of
the fathers, to them King David entrusted all mat-
ters of God and of the king concerning the Reuben-
ites, the Gadites, and the half-tribe of Manasseh.

The Military DivisionsThe Military Divisions

Now these arthese aree the sons of Israel according to
their number, the heads of fathers’ houses, the

commanders of thousands and hundreds, and their
officers who ministered to the king in all matters con-
cerning the divisions, which came and went, month by
month throughout all the months of the year, to each
division of twenty-four thousand:
22 Jashobeam the son of Zabdiel led the first division for
the first month; in his division, twenty-four thousand.
33 He wasHe was from the sons of Perez and wasand was the leader of
all the officers of the army for the first month.
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44 Dodai the Ahohite and his division led the division of
the second month with Mikloth asas the ruler: in his divi-
sion, twenty-four thousand.
55 The third commander of the army for the third
month was Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, a chief priest:
in his division, twenty-four thousand. 66 Benaiah him-
self waswas the mighty man of the thirty who led the thir-
ty: Ammizabad his son ledled his division.
77 The fourth for the fourth month, Asahel the brother
of Joab, and Zebadiah his son after him: in his division,
twenty-four thousand.
88 The fifth for the fifth month, the leader Shamhuth
the Izrahite: in his division, twenty-four thousand.
99 The sixth for the sixth month, Ira the son of Ikkesh
the Tekoite: in his division, twenty-four thousand.
1010 The seventh for the seventh month, Helez the
Pelonite, from the sons of Ephraim: in his division,
twenty-four thousand.
1111 The eighth for the eighth month, Sibbekai the
Hushathite, of the Zerahites: in his division, twenty-
four thousand.
1212 The ninth for the ninth month, Abiezer the
Anathothite, of the Benjamites: in his division, twenty-
four thousand.
1313 The tenth for the tenth month, Maharai the Ne-
tophathite, of the Zerahites: in his division, twenty-
four thousand.
1414 The eleventh for the eleventh month, Benaiah the Pi-
rathonite, from the sons of Ephraim: in his division,
twenty-four thousand.
1515 The twelfth for the twelfth month, Heldai the Ne-
tophathite, of Othniel: in his division, twenty-four
thousand.

Leaders of the TLeaders of the Tribesribes
1616 Over the tribes of Israel:

The chief officer over the Reubenites was Eliezer
the son of Zikri;
over the Simeonites, Shephatiah the son of
Maakah;
1717 over the Levites, Hashabiah the son of Kemuel;
over the Aaronites, Zadok;
1818 over Judah, Elihu, one of the brothers of David;
over Issachar, Omri the son of Michael;
1919 over Zebulun, Ishmaiah the son of Obadiah;
over Naphtali, Jerimoth the son of Azriel;
2020 over the sons of Ephraim, Hoshea the son of
Azaziah;
over the half-tribe of Manasseh, Joel the son of
Pedaiah;
2121 over the half-tribe of Manasseh in Gilead, Iddo
the son of Zechariah;
over Benjamin, Jaasiel the son of Abner;
2222 over Dan, Azarel the son of Jeroham.

These werweree the leaders of the tribes of Israel.
2323 But David did not take the number from twenty

years old and under because the LORD had said He
would multiply Israel as the stars of the heavens.

2424 Joab the son of Zeruiah began to count themthem , but
he did not finish. And because of this wrath came on
Israel, and the number was not recorded in the ac-
count of the chronicles of King David.

Civic OfficialsCivic Officials
2525 Azmaveth the son of Adiel was over the king’s trea-

sures, and Jonathan the son of Uzziah was over the
storehouses in the fields, in the cities, and in the vil-
lages, and in the towers.

2626 Ezri the son of Kelub was over those who did the
work of the field to till the ground.

2727 Shimei the Ramathite was over the vineyards, and
Zabdi the Shiphmite was over what was in the vine-
yards for the stores of wine.

2828 Baal-Hanan the Gederite was over the olive trees
and the sycamore trees that were in the Shephelah,
and Joash was over the stores of oil.

2929 Shitrai the Sharonite was over the herds that fed in
Sharon, and Shaphat the son of Adlai was over the
herds that were in the valleys.

3030 Obil the Ishmaelite was over the camels, and Je-
hdeiah the Meronothite was over the donkeys.

3131 Jaziz the Hagrite was over the flocks.
All these were the overseers of King David’s proper-

ty.
3232 Also Jonathan, David’s uncle, waswas a counselor, a

man of understanding, and a scribe; and Jehiel the son
of Hakmoni was with the king’s sons.

3333 Now Ahithophel was the king’s counselor, and
Hushai the Arkite was the king’s friend. 3434 Jehoiada the
son of Benaiah and Abiathar camecame after Ahithophel,
and Joab was the leader of the king’s army.

David’David’s Plans for the Ts Plans for the Templeemple

Now David assembled all the leaders of Israel in
Jerusalem: the leaders of the tribes, the officers

of the divisions of those ministering to the king, the
captains of thousands and the captains of hundreds,
the stewards over all the property and livestock of the
king and his sons with the eunuchs and the fighting
men and all the brave warriors.

22 So King David rose to his feet and said, “Hear me,
my brothers and my people. I hadhad it in my heart to
build a house of rest for the ark of the covenant of the
LORD , a footstool for the feet of our God, so I pre-
pared to build it. 33 But God said to me, ‘You shall not
build a house for My name because you araree a man of
war and have spilled much blood.’

44 “Still, the LORD God of Israel chose me from all my
father’s house to be king over Israel forever; for He
chose Judah as leader, and in the house of Judah, the
house of my father, and among the sons of my father,
He took pleasure in me to make me king over all Is-
rael. 55 Of all my sons (for the LORD has given me many
sons), He has chosen my son Solomon to sit on the
throne of the kingdom of the LORD over Israel. 66 For
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2929

He said to me, ‘Solomon your son is the one who shall
build My house and My courts, for I have chosen him
to beto be My son, and I will be his Father. 77 I will establish
his kingdom forever if he is fully committed to keep
My commandments and My judgments as it is this
day.’

88 “Now therefore in the sight of all Israel, the assem-
bly of the LORD , and in the hearing of our God, ob-
serve and seek out all the commandments of the
LORD your God, that you may possess this good land
and leave it for an inheritance for your children after
you forever. 99 As for you, Solomon my son, know the
God of your fathers and serve Him with a whole heart
and with a willing spirit, for the LORD searches every
heart and understands the intent of every thought. If
you seek Him, He will be found by you, but if you for-
sake Him, He will abandon you forever. 1010 See now that
the LORD chose you to build the house for His sanctu-
ary. Be strong and do it.”

1111 Then David gave to Solomon his son the building
plans for the vestibule of the templeof the temple , its house, its
treasury, its roof chambers, its inner rooms, and the
place of the mercy seat; 1212 and the plans, all of which
were givengiven to him by the Spirit, for the courts of the
house of the LORD and for the surrounding rooms,
the storehouses of the house of God, and the store-
houses of the dedicated offerings; 1313 for the divisions
of the priests and the Levites for all the work of the
service of the house of the LORD and for all the imple-
ments of the service of the house of the LORD ; 1414 the
weight of gold for all the golden implements of ser-
vice, the implements of silver by weight for all imple-
ments of service, 1515 and the weight of the golden
lampstands and their lamps, the weight of gold for
each lampstand and its lamps, the weight of silver for
a lampstand and its lamps according to the use of
each lampstand; 1616 the weight of gold for the tables of
the showbread, table by table, and silver for the tables
of silver; 1717 and the pure gold forks, the basins, and the
pitchers; for the golden bowls with the weight for each
bowl; the weight of silver for each silver dish; 1818 and for
the altar of incense, refined gold by weight; also his
plan for the golden chariot of the cherubim that
spread their wingstheir wings and covered the ark of the
covenant of the LORD .

1919 “All thisthis ,” said Dsaid DANvidANvid , “the LORD made me under-
stand in writing by His hand upon me, all the works of
this pattern.”

2020 Then David said to Solomon his son, “Be strong
and courageous, and take action. Do not be afraid nor
be dismayed for the LORD God, my God, is with you.
He will not leave you nor forsake you, until you have
finished all the work of the service of the house of the
LORD . 2121 Now, here are the divisions of the priests and
the Levites for all the service of the house of God, and
all those who are willing and skillful for all the work
will be with you for all the service; also the leaders and
the people will be wholly at your command.”

TTemple Offeringsemple Offerings

King David said to all the assembly, “Solomon
my son, the one whom God has chosen, is

young and inexperienced, and the work is great since
the palace is not for a man but for the LORD God. 22 So
with all my might I have prepared for the house of my
God: gold for the things ofthings of gold, silver for the things ofthings of
silver, bronze for the things ofthings of bronze, iron for the
things ofthings of iron, and wood for the things ofthings of wood, alongalong
withwith onyx stones and stones for setting, stones of an-
timony, multicolored stones, and every precious stone,
even alabaster in abundance. 33 Moreover, in my devo-
tion to the house of my God I have offered from my
own property, gold and silver, which I give for the
house of my God, over and above that which I pre-
pared for the holy dwelling place: 44 three thousand tal-
ents †† of gold of the gold of Ophir and seven thousand
talents †††† of refined silver for overlaying the walls of
the house; 55 of gold for the things ofthings of gold and of silver
for the things ofthings of silver, even for all the handiwork of
the craftsmen. Now, who is willing to consecrate him-
self today to the LORD ?”

66 Then the leaders of the fathers’ houses, the leaders
of the tribes of Israel, the captains of thousands and
hundreds, and the officials of the king’s workers of-
fered willingly. 77 Also they donated to the service of the
house of God five thousand talents ‡‡ of gold and ten
thousand darics ‡†‡† of gold, ten thousand talents ‡‡‡‡ of
silver, eighteen thousand talents ‡‡†‡‡† of bronze, and one
hundred thousand talents ‡‡‡‡‡‡ of iron. 88 Whoever had
prpreciousecious stones gave them to the treasury of the
house of the LORD in the custody of Jehiel the Ger-
shonite. 99 Then the people rejoiced because they had
offered willingly, for with a whole heart they had of-
fered freely to the LORD ; and King David also rejoiced
greatly.

A PrA Prayer of Davidayer of David
1010 So David blessed the LORD in the presence of all

the assembly, and David said,
“Blessed are You, O LORD ,
the God of Israel,
our Father forever and ever.

1111 Yours, O LORD , is the greatness, and the power,
and the glory, and the victory, and the majesty,
for everything in the heavens and the earth is Yis Yoursours

.
YYoursours is the kingdom, O LORD ,
and You exalt Yourself as head above all.

1212 Riches and honor flow from You,
and You rule over all.

In Your hand are power and might,
† About 110 tons, or 100 metric tons. †† About 260 tons, or

235 metric tons. ‡ About 190 tons, or 170 metric tons. ‡† About
185 pounds, or 84 kilograms. ‡‡ About 380 tons, or 340 metric
tons. ‡‡† About 675 tons, or 610 metric tons. ‡‡‡ About 3,800
tons, or 3,400 metric tons.
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and in Your hand it isit is to make great and to strength-
en all.

1313 So now, our God, we give thanks to You,
and praise Your glorious name.

1414 “But who am I, and who are my people, that we
should be able to offer so freely as this? For everything
comes from You, eevenven from Your own hand we have
given to You. 1515 For we are strangers and sojourners
before You, just as all our fathers were. Our days on
earth are like a shadow, and there is no hope. 1616 O
LORD our God, all this abundance that we have pre-
pared to build You a house for Your holy name has
come from Your hand, and all belongs to You. 1717 I
know, my God, that You test the heart, and with up-
rightness You are pleased, so in the uprightness of my
heart I have offered freely all these things, and now I
have seen Your people, those present here, offer
freely and joyously to You. 1818 O LORD , the God of Abra-
ham, Isaac, and Israel, our fathers, keep this forever in
the thoughts and intentions of the heart of Your peo-
ple and direct their heart to You. 1919 Grant to Solomon
my son a whole heart to keep Your commandments,
Your testimonies, and Your statutes, to do all thesethese
thingsthings and to build the palace for which I have made
preparation.”

2020 Then David said to all the assembly, “Bless now the
LORD your God.” So all the assembly blessed the LORD
, the God of their fathers. They bowed down and paid
homage to the LORD and the king.

Solomon, King of IsrSolomon, King of Israelael
1Ki 1:28–53

2121 On the following day, they made sacrifices to the
LORD and offered burnt offerings to the LORD : one

thousand bulls, one thousand rams, andand one thou-
sand lambs, with their drink offerings and sacrifices in
abundance for all Israel. 2222 So they ate and drank be-
fore the LORD on that day with great joy.

And they made Solomon the son of David king a sec-
ond time, for they anointed himhim to the LORD as a ruler
and Zadok as a priest. 2323 Then Solomon sat on the
throne of the LORD as king instead of David his father,
and he prospered, and all Israel obeyed him. 2424 All the
leaders and the mighty men, and also the sons of King
David, pledged their allegiance to King Solomon.

2525 The LORD highly exalted Solomon in the sight of
all Israel and bestowed on him such royal majesty as
had never been on any king in Israel before him.

The Death of DavidThe Death of David
1Ki 2:10–12

2626 Now David son of Jesse reigned over all Israel.
2727 His tenure as king over Israel was forty years: In He-
bron, he reigned seven years, and in Jerusalem he was
king thirty-three years. 2828 So he died at a good old age,
full of days, riches, and honor. And Solomon his son
reigned in his place.

2929 Now the acts of David the king, first to last, are
written in the book of Samuel the seer, and in the
book of Nathan the prophet, and in the book of Gad
the seer 3030 with all his reign and his might and the
times that overtook him, and Israel, and all the king-
doms of the lands.
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2 CHRONICLES2 CHRONICLES
The second book of Chronicles is a continuation of the historical narrative of First Chronicles and was likely
written between 450 and 425 BC, sometime after the return from Babylon. Authorship is attributed to Ezra ac-
cording to Jewish tradition. Its theme is Judah’s greatness and the emphasis of the Davidic lineage and temple
worship. Several reformations and extended revivals are documented, including those under the reigns of King
Hezekiah and King Josiah. The building and dedication of the temple is also told in detail. This book is essential-
ly an evaluation of the nation’s religious history.

Solomon Seeks WisdomSolomon Seeks Wisdom
1Ki 3:4–15; 10:26–29; 2Ch 9:25–28

Now Solomon the son of David strengthened
himself over his kingdom, and the LORD his God

was with him and made SolomonSolomon exceedingly great.
22 And Solomon spoke to all Israel, to the comman-

ders of thousands and of hundreds, to the judges, and
to all the leaders in all Israel, the heads of fathers’
houses. 33 Then they all went, Solomon and all the as-
sembly that was with him, to the high place that was
at Gibeon, because the tent of meeting with God,
which Moses the servant of the LORD had made in the
wilderness, was there. 44 However, David had brought
up the ark of God from Kiriath Jearim to the place he
had prepared, for he had pitched a tent for it in
Jerusalem. 55 And the bronze altar that Bezalel the son
of Uri, the son of Hur, had made was set before the
tabernacle of the LORD . And Solomon and the assem-
bly sought it out to seek theto seek the LLORDORD . 66 And Solomon
went up to the bronze altar before the LORD , which
was before the tent of meeting, and he offered up a
thousand burnt offerings on it.

77 That night God appeared to Solomon and said to
him, “Ask what I might give to you.”

88 Then Solomon said to God, “You have given a great
mercy to David my father and have made me king in
his place. 99 Now, LORD God, may Your word to David
my father be confirmed, for You have made me king
over a people numerous as the dust of the earth.
1010 Now give wisdom and knowledge to me so that I
might know how to go before this people, for who can
judge this great people of Yours?”

1111 Then God responded to Solomon, “Because this
was in your heart and you did not ask for possessions,
wealth, and honor, or even the life of those who hate
you, nor have you asked for many days of life, but you
have asked Me for wisdom and knowledge that you
might govern My people over whom I have made you
king, 1212 wisdom and knowledge are now given to you.
Possessions, wealth, and honor I will also give to you;
such has not been given to kings before you nor those
who will follow after you.”

1313 So Solomon came from the high place at Gibeon,
before the tent of meeting, to Jerusalem, and he
reigned over Israel.

1414 Solomon gathered together chariots and horses.
He had one thousand four hundred chariots and
twelve thousand horses, and he put them in designat-
ed cities and with the king in Jerusalem. 1515 The king
made silver and gold in Jerusalem as abundantabundant as
stones and cedar as plentiful as sycamore trees in the
lowlands of the Shephelah. 1616 The horses of Solomon
were imported from Egypt and Kue, and the traders of
the king would take them from Kue for a price. 1717 They
imported chariots from Egypt for six hundred shekels ††

of silver and a horse for one hundred and fifty pieces.
†††† And they imported from these places to all the kings
of the Hittites and Arameans.

Plans for Building the TPlans for Building the Templeemple
1Ki 5:1–16

Now Solomon wanted to build a temple for the
name of the LORD and a royal house for his king-

ship. 22 And Solomon designated seventy thousand
men to carry materials, eighty thousand men to cut
stone in the hills, and three thousand six hundred su-
pervisors to oversee these men.

33 And Solomon sent word to Hiram ‡‡ king of Tyre say-
ing,
“As you did for David my father and sent him cedar
trees in order to build for himself a house in which to
dwell, so deal with meso deal with me . 44 I am going to build a temple
for the name of the LORD my God, sanctified for Him,
for making sacrifices before Him, and for incense of
fragrant spices, and for the continual showbread, for
burnt offerings on both morning and evening, and for
Sabbaths, New Moons, and appointed feasts of the
LORD our God, as an ordinance forever for Israel.
55 “And the house that I am building will be great be-
cause our God is greater than all other gods. 66 But
who is able to build a house for Him, since the heav-
ens and the highest heavens cannot contain Him?

† About 15 pounds, or 6.9 kilograms. †† About 33/4 pounds,
or 1.7 kilograms. ‡ Huram in the Heb. text.
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Who am I that I build a house for Him, except to make
offerings before Him?
77 “Now may you send to me a wise man who works
with gold, silver, bronze, iron, and in purple, crimson,
and violet threads and knows how to engrave, who
will be with the skilled workers and me in Judah and
Jerusalem, which David my father established.
88 “And may you send me trees of cedar, cypress, and
algum from Lebanon because I realize that your slaves
know how to cut timber in Lebanon; and my servants
will be alongside your servants, 99 to prepare an abun-
dance of timber for me, because the temple that I will
build will be great and marvelous. 1010 I will provide for
the woodsmen, your servants who cut timber, twenty
thousand dry kors †† of crushed wheat, twenty thou-
sand kors †††† of barley, twenty thousand liquid baths ‡‡

of wine, and twenty thousand liquid baths of oil.”
1111 Then Hiram king of Tyre responded in a letter that

he sent to Solomon,
“Because the LORD loves His people, He has made you
king over them.”

1212 And Hiram said,
“Blessed be the LORD God of Israel who made heaven
and earth and has given King David a wise son, having
insight and understanding, who is building a temple
for the LORD and a royal house for his kingship.
1313 “And now I have sent a skilled man, endowed with
understanding, Huram-Abi, 1414 the son of a woman
from the daughters of Dan and the son of a man of
Tyre, who knows gold, silver, bronze, iron, stone,
wood, and purple, violet, blue, and crimson threads,
and who knows how to make all types of engravings
and to devise every type of design that is given to him,
with your skilled men and the skilled men of my lord
David your father.
1515 “Now the wheat, the barley, the oil, and the wine
that my lord has declared, may he send these itemsthese items to
his slaves. 1616 And let us cut the timber from Lebanon,
whatever you need, and we will bring it to you on rafts
on the sea to Joppa, and you will bring it up to
Jerusalem.”

1717 Then Solomon numbered all the male foreigners
who were in the land of Israel, after the census that
David his father had taken. And there were found one
hundred and fifty-three thousand six hundred. 1818 And
he made seventy thousand of them to carry materials,
eighty thousand to cut stone in the hills, and three
thousand six hundred supervisors to make the people
work.

Solomon Builds the TSolomon Builds the Templeemple
1Ki 6:1–29

So Solomon began to build the house of the
LORD in Jerusalem on Mount Moriah, where HeHe

appeared to David his father, at the place that David
† Likely about 3,600 tons, or 3,200 metric tons of wheat. ††
Likely about 3,000 tons, or 2,700 metric tons of barley. ‡ About
120,000 gallons, or 440,000 liters.

established on the threshing floor of Ornan the Je-
busite. 22 He began to build in the second month ‡†‡† on
the second day during the fourth year of his reign. ‡‡‡‡

33 These are the foundation measurmeasurementsements that
Solomon used for building the house of God. The cubit
‡‡†‡‡† length in the former standard measure was sixty cu-
bits and the width twenty cubits. ‡‡‡‡‡‡44 The porch
vestibule that was in front of the nave hallthe nave hall had its
length, like the width of the house, as twenty cubits, §§

and its height was one hundred and twenty cubits; §†§†

and he overlaid the inside with pure gold.
55 And he paneled the great house with cypress trees

and then covered it with fine gold. Then he decorated
it with palm trees and chain work. 66 And he overlaid
the house with precious stones for decoration, and the
gold was from Parvaim. 77 And he covered the
house—its beams, thresholds, walls, and doors—with
gold, and he engraved cherubim on the walls.

88 Then he made the dwelling of the Most Holy Place.
Its length was as the width of twenty cubits, and its
width also twenty cubits; and he covered it with fine
gold, six hundred talents §††§†† worth. 99 And the weight in
gold for the nails was fifty shekels. §‡§‡ And he covered
the upper chamber in gold.

1010 Then in the dwelling of the Most Holy Place, he
made two cherubim that were cast metal and overlaid
them with gold. 1111 And the wings of the cherubim were
the length of twenty cubits. The wing of one cherub
was five cubits, reaching the wall of the house, and the
wing of the other was five cubits, §‡†§‡† reaching to the
wing of the other cherub. 1212 And the wing of this
cherub was five cubits, reaching to the other wall of
the house, and the other wing was five cubits, touch-
ing the wing of the first cherub. 1313 So the wings of
these cherubim spread out were twenty cubits; they
were upright on their feet facing inward toward the
house.

1414 Then he made the curtain of violet, purple, crim-
son, and blue thread, and he wove cherubim into it.

1515 And he made two pillars in front of the house thir-
ty-five cubits §†§† high, with a five cubit capital on the top
of the pillar. 1616 Then he made ornamental chain work,
like in the Most Holy Place, and set it on the top of the
pillars. Then he designed a hundred pomegranates
and set them on the chain work. 1717 He then raised the
pillars in front of the temple, with one on the right toto
the souththe south and the other on the left to the northto the north , and
the pillar to the south he called Jakin, and the pillar to
the north he called Boaz.

‡† Ziv or Iyyar in the Hebrew calendar. ‡‡ April or May in 966
BC. ‡‡† The Egyptian cubit had a royal measure of 20.6 inches
(52.3cm) and a commercial measure of 17.6 inches (44.7 cm). The
cubit standards in Egypt and Mesopotamia were slightly different.
‡‡‡ About 90 feet long and 30 feet wide, or 27 meters long and 9
meters wide. § About 30 feet, or 9 meters; and in vv. 8, 11, and 13.
§† About 180 feet, or 54 meters. §†† About 23 tons, or 21 met-
ric tons. §‡ About 11/4 pounds, or 575 grams. §‡† About 71/2
feet, or 2.3 meters; and in v. 15. §† About 53 feet, or 16 meters.
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The Furnishings of the TThe Furnishings of the Templeemple
1Ki 7:23–51

Then he made a bronze altar that was twenty cu-
bits long, twenty cubits wide, and ten cubits ††

high. 22 And he made a cast metal sea as a water basinas a water basin .
It was round and ten cubits from edge to edge, five
cubits high, †††† and a line of thirty cubits ‡‡ measured its
circumference. 33 Figures like oxen were underneath it,
going all the way around the sea basin, ten cubits ‡†‡† on
each side. ‡‡‡‡ There were two rows of oxen that were
poured as cast metal.

44 It stood on twelve oxen, three facing north, three
facing west, three facing south, and three facing east.
The sea was set on them, and their back sides were
facing inward. 55 The thickness of the seaof the sea was a palm,
‡‡†‡‡† and its brim was like the brim of a cup, as the flower
of a lily. It held three thousand baths securely. ‡‡‡‡‡‡

66 Then he made ten water basins, and he set five on
the southern right side and five on the northern left
side to rinse off in them the instruments of the burnt
offering. And the sea basin was for the priests to wash
in.

77 And he made ten lampstands of gold according to
the specifications, and he set them in the temple, five
on the southern, right side and five on the northern,
left side.

88 Then he made ten tables and put them in the tem-
ple, five on the southern, right side and five on the
northern, left side; and he made a hundred basins of
gold.

99 Then he made the court of the priests and the
great enclosure and the doors for the enclosure, and
he overlaid the doors with bronze. 1010 And he set the
sea basin at the southeast side, opposite the southern
side of the houseof the house .

1111 And Huram made the pots, shovels, and bowls.
So Huram completed the work that he did for King

Solomon on the house of God: 1212 the two pillars, the
bowls, and the two capitals on the top of the pillars;
and the two latticeworks to cover the two bowls of the
capitals that were on the top of the pillars; 1313 and the
four hundred pomegranates for the two pieces of
grating, with two rows of pomegranates for each
screen grate that covered the two bowl-shaped capi-
tals on top of the pillars. 1414 And he made the support-
ing stands and the basins on top of the stands, 1515 and
the sea basin and the twelve oxen underneath it; 1616 the
pots, shovels, utensils, and all the vessels from pol-
ished bronze, Huram-Abi made for King Solomon for
the house of the LORD .

1717 The king cast these vesselsvessels in the district of the Jor-
dan in earthen foundries between Sukkoth and Zere-

† About 30 feet long and wide and 15 feet high, or 9 meters
long and wide and 4.5 meters high. †† About 71/2 feet, or 2.3 me-
ters. ‡ About 45 feet, or 14 meters. ‡† About 18 inches, or 45
centimeters. ‡‡ Or a ten oxen for a cubit. ‡‡† About 3 inches, or
7.5 centimeters. ‡‡‡ About 18,000 gallons, or 66,000 liters.

datha. §§1818 And Solomon made all of these items in a
great abundance such that they did not consider the
weight of the bronze.

1919 So Solomon made all the vessels that were in the
house of God: the gold altar and the tables displaying
the showbread, 2020 and the finely hammered lamp-
stands with their lamps to burn before the Most Holy
Place as prescribed; 2121 the golden flower-shaped orna-
ments, lamps, and tongs, of purest gold; 2222 the
snuffers, basins, ladles, and fire pans, of pure gold. As
for the entrance to the temple: the inner doors to the
Most Holy Place and the doors of the nave of the tem-
ple were of gold.

Thus all the work that Solomon did for the house
of the LORD was finished. And Solomon brought

in the things that David his father had dedicated: the
silver and the gold and all the furnishings in the trea-
sury of the house of God.

The Ark BrThe Ark Brought to the Tought to the Templeemple
1Ki 8:1–21

22 Then Solomon assembled the elders of Israel and
all the heads of the tribes and the leaders of the hous-
es of the fathers among the sons of Israel to bring up
the ark of the covenant of the LORD from the City of
David, which is Zion. 33 And all the men of Israel were
assembled before the king at the feast, which is the
seventh month. §†§†

44 All the elders of Israel came, and the Levites carried
the ark. 55 Then they brought up the ark, and the tent
of meeting, and all the holy vessels that were in the
tent. So the Levitical priests brought them up. 66 And
King Solomon and all the congregation of Israel, who
were assembled with him before the ark, were sacrific-
ing so many sheep and oxen that they could not be
counted or numbered.

77 The priests brought the ark of the covenant of the
LORD to its place—to the inner sanctuary of the tem-
ple, into the Most Holy Place, under the wings of the
cherubim. 88 Then the cherubim wings were spread out
over the place of the ark so that the cherubim covered
the ark and its poles. 99 The poles were extended so
that the ends of the poles of the ark were seen in front
of the Most Holy Place, but they were not seen out-
side; and they are still there to this day. 1010 In the ark
there was nothing except the two tablets that Moses
had given at Mount Horeb where the LORD made a
covenant with the sons of Israel when they went out
from Egypt.

1111 When the priests came out from the Most Holy
Place—for all the priests who were present had conse-
crated themselves, without keeping separate divi-
sions— 1212 and all the Levitical singers, Asaph, Heman,
and Jeduthun, with their sons and relatives, all clothed
in fine linen, with cymbals, harps, and lyres, stood to
the east of the altar, and with them one hundred and
twenty priests who were sounding with trumpets, 1313 it

§ in 1Ki 7:46. §† Tishri or Ethanim in the Hebrew calendar.
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happened, when the trumpet players and singers
made one sound to praise and give thanks to the
LORD , and when they lifted up their voice with the
trumpets and cymbals and all the instruments of mu-
sic and praised the LORD saying,
“For He is good
and His mercy endures forever,”

that the house, the house of the LORD , was filled with
a cloud. 1414 And the priests were not able to stand in or-
der to serve because of the cloud, for the glory of the
LORD had filled the house of God.

Then Solomon said, “The LORD has said that He
would dwell in the dark cloud. 22 But I have built

for You an exalted house, even a habitation where You
can continually dwell.”

SolomonSolomon’’s Speechs Speech
33 Then the king turned his face around, and he

blessed the entire assembly of Israel while all the as-
sembly of Israel was standing before him. 44 And he
said:
“Blessed be the LORD God of Israel who spoke with
David my father and fulfilled His prHis promiseomise saying,
55 ‘Since the day that I brought out My people from the
land of Egypt, I did not choose any city from among
the tribes of Israel to build a house for My name to
dwell there, nor did I select a man to be the leader
over My people Israel; 66 but I have chosen Jerusalem
for My name to dwell there, and I have selected David
to be over My people Israel.’
77 “And it was in the heart of David my father to build a
house for the name of the LORD God of Israel. 88 But
the LORD said to David my father, ‘Whereas it was in
your heart to build a house for My name, you did well
because of what was in your heart; 99 only you will not
be the one to build the house. For your son, who will
be born to you, he will build a house for My name.’
1010 “The LORD has fulfilled the word that He spoke. For I
have risen up in the place of David my father and sit
on the throne of Israel, as the LORD spoke, and I will
build the house for the name of the LORD God of Is-
rael. 1111 And there I have set the ark, in which is the
covenant of the LORD that He made with the children
of Israel.”

SolomonSolomon’’s Prs Prayer of Dedicationayer of Dedication
1Ki 8:22–53; Ps 132:8–10

1212 Then Solomon stood before the altar of the LORD
before all the assembly of Israel and spread out his
hands. 1313 For Solomon made a bronze platform and set
it in the midst of the enclosure. It was five cubits in
length, five cubits in width, and three cubits in height.
†† And he stood on it and knelt down before all the as-
sembly of Israel and spread out his hands to heaven.
1414 And he said:

† About 71/2 feet long and wide, and 41/2 feet high; or 2.3 me-
ters long and wide, and 1.4 meters high.

“O LORD God of Israel, there is no God like You in the
heavens or on the earth, who keeps covenants and
mercy with Your servants who walk before You with all
their heart. 1515 You have kept what You promised Your
servant David my father. You have both spoken with
Your mouth and fulfilled itit with Your hand, as it isit is this
day.
1616 “And now, O LORD God of Israel, keep what You
promised Your servant David my father saying, ‘You
will not lack a man sitting on the throne of Israel be-
fore Me, if only your sons take heed to their way to
walk in My law as you have walked before Me.’ 1717 And
now, O LORD God of Israel, may Your word be con-
firmed which You have spoken to Your servant David.
1818 “For will God indeed dwell with man on the earth?
The heavens, even the highest heavens, are not able
to contain You, much less this house that I have built.
1919 But respond to the prayer of Your servant and to his
plea, O LORD my God, to listen to the cry and prayer of
Your servant who prays before You, 2020 that Your eyes
might be open toward this house both day and night,
to the place that You have said that You will set Your
name, in order to hear the prayer of Your servant for
this place. 2121 And listen to the pleas of Your servant
and Your people Israel when they pray toward this
place. And may You respond from heaven, the place of
Your dwelling, so that You hear and forgive.
2222 “If a man sins against his companion, and the com-com-
panionpanion swears and puts him under a curse, and the
wrwronged manonged man comes with an oath before Your altar at
this temple, 2323 then You will hear from heaven, and You
will act and judge Your servants, to repay the guilty
one by bringing his way on his own head; and to vindi-
cate the innocent one by rendering to him according
to his righteous behavior.
2424 “If Your people Israel are struck before enemies be-
cause they have sinned against You, and they return
and confess Your name and pray and seek Your favor
in this house, 2525 then You will hear from heaven and
forgive the sin of Your people Israel, and You will bring
them back to the land that You gave them and their
fathers.
2626 “When the sky is shut up and there is no rain be-
cause they have sinned against You, and they pray to-
ward this place and confess Your name and turn from
their sin when You afflict them, 2727 then You will hear
from heaven and forgive the sin of Your servants and
Your people Israel because You will teach them the
good path in which they will walk, and You will send
rain on the land that You have given to Your people as
a possession.
2828 “When there is famine in the land or when there is
pestilence, blight, mildew, winged locust, or grasshop-
per, or when enemies besiege them in the land up to
their city gates, in whatever plague or sickness,
2929 whatever prayer or plea that is made by any man or
by all your people Israel, when each man knows his
own affliction and his own sorrow, and stretches out
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his hands toward this house, 3030 then You will hear from
heaven, the place of the habitation of Your dwelling,
and forgive, and You will render to each according to
his conduct, for You know their hearts (for You alone
know the heart of people), 3131 so that they may fear You
and walk in Your ways all the days that they live on the
land that You have given to our fathers.
3232 “When foreigners are not from Your people Israel
and come from a distant land, because of Your great
name, mighty hand, and outstretched arm, and they
come and pray toward this house, 3333 then hear from
heaven, from Your dwelling place, and act on every-
thing for which the foreigner calls on You, that all the
peoples of the earth may know Your name and fear
You, as do Your people Israel; and that they may know
that this house which I have built is called by Your
name.
3434 “When Your people go out to battle against their en-
emies, in the way that You send them, and when they
pray to You toward this city that You have chosen and
the house that I have built for Your name, 3535 then hear
from heaven their prayer and plea and act for their
cause.
3636 “When they sin against You (for there is no one who
does not sin) and You are angry against them and give
them to their enemies, and they are taken captive to a
land, whether distant or near, 3737 and they turn their
hearts in the land that they have been taken captive,
and they repent and seek Your favor in the land of
captivity saying, ‘We have sinned, done wrong, and
acted wickedly,’ 3838 and if they turn in repentance to You
with all their heart and all their soul in the land of their
captivity that they were taken to, and pray toward the
land that You have given to their fathers, and toward
the city that You have chosen, and toward the house
that I have built for Your name, 3939 then hear from
heaven, from Your dwelling place, their prayer and
supplication, and maintain their cause, and forgive the
people who have sinned against You.
4040 “Now, O my God, may Your eyes be open and Your
ears attentive to the prayer that I offerthat I offer in this place.

4141 “Now rise up, O LORD God, to Your resting place,
both You and the ark of Your strength.

And let Your priests, O LORD God, be clothed in salva-
tion

and Your loyal ones rejoice in goodness.
4242 O LORD God, do not turn Your face from Your

anointed.
Remember the mercies of Your servant David.”

Solomon Dedicates the TSolomon Dedicates the Templeemple
1Ki 8:62–66

And when Solomon finished praying, fire came
down from the heavens and consumed the burnt

offering and sacrifices, and the glory of the LORD filled
the temple. 22 And the priests were not able to enter in-
to the house of the LORD , for the glory of the LORD
filled the LORD ’s house. 33 And all the sons of Israel

saw when the fire came down and the glory of the
LORD came on the temple, and they bowed their faces
low to the ground on the pavement, and they wor-
shipped confessing,
“The LORD is good,
and His mercy endures forever.”

44 Then the king and all the people were making sacri-
fices before the LORD . 55 King Solomon sacrificed
twenty-two thousand oxen and one hundred and
twenty thousand sheep. So the king and all the people
dedicated the house of God. 66 The priests stood at
their positions, with the Levites and all their instru-
ments of music for the LORD that King David had
made to praise the LORD —for His mercy endures for-
ever—when David gave praise by their ministry, and
the priests sounded trumpets opposite the LeLevitesvites ,
and all Israel stood.

77 And Solomon consecrated the middle of the court
that was in front of the house of the LORD because
there he made burnt offerings and the fat of peace of-
ferings (because the bronze altar that Solomon made
was surely not able to contain the burnt offerings,
grain offerings, and fat offerings).

88 And at the appointed time, Solomon made a feast
for seven days, and all Israel—as a very great assem-
bly—was with him, from the entrance of Lebo Hamath
in the northin the north to the Brook of Egypt in the southin the south . 99 Then
on the eighth day they made a solemn assembly be-
cause they had made a consecration of the altar for
seven days and then the feast for seven days more.
1010 Then on the twenty-third day of the seventh month
SolomonSolomon sent the people away to their homes. They
were joyful and good of heart because of what the
LORD had done for David, Solomon, and His people Is-
rael.

1111 Thus Solomon finished the house of the LORD and
the king’s house. And Solomon successfully accom-
plished everything that came into his heart to do in
the house of the LORD and in his own house.

TheThe LLORDORD Appears to SolomonAppears to Solomon
1Ki 9:1–9

1212 Then the LORD appeared to Solomon at night, and
He said to Solomon,
“I have heard your prayer, and I have chosen for My-
self in this place a house of sacrifice.
1313 “When I shut up the heaven and there is no rain, or
when I command the locusts to devour the land, or
send pestilence on My people, 1414 if My people, who are
called by My name, will humble themselves and pray,
and seek My face and turn from their wicked ways,
then I will hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin
and will heal their land. 1515 Now My eyes will be open
and My ears attentive to the prayer of this place. 1616 So
now I have chosen and consecrated this house that
My name be there continually. My eyes and heart will
be there for all days.
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1717 “And you, if you walk before Me as David your father
did to do everything that I command you to do, and
you keep My statutes and judgments, 1818 then I will set
the throne of your kingdom as I made a covenant with
David your father saying, ‘You will not lack a man to
rule Israel.’
1919 “But if the people turn aside and abandon My
statutes and commandments that I have given to you,
and you walk after and serve other gods and worship
them, 2020 then I will uproot them from My land that I
have given to them; and the house that I have conse-
crated for My name, I will throw it from before Me and
set it as a proverb and taunt among the peoples.
2121 And even though this house was majestic, it will lie
desolate before all who pass by it, and they will say,
‘Why did the LORD do such a thing to this land and
this house?’ 2222 Then they will say, ‘Because they aban-
doned the LORD , the God of their fathers who
brought them up from the land of Egypt, and they
took hold of other gods and worshipped and served
them; therefore He has brought on them all this disas-
ter.”

SolomonSolomon’’s Other Activitiess Other Activities
1Ki 9:10–28

It came that after twenty years, Solomon built
the house of the LORD and his royal house, 22 and

Solomon even rebuilt the cities that Hiram had given
to him, and he settled the sons of Israel in them.
33 Then Solomon went to Hamath Zobah and seized it.
44 He also built Tadmor in the wilderness and all the
store cities that he built in Hamath. 55 He also built the
Upper and Lower Beth Horon, fortified cities with
walls, gates, and bars, 66 and Baalath, and all the store
cities that Solomon had, and all the cities for his chari-
ots, the cities for his cavalry, and whatever Solomon
desired to build in Jerusalem, Lebanon, and in all the
land of his dominion.

77 And all the people who remained from the Hittites,
Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites, and Jebusites who were
not from Israel, 88 and from their descendants who re-
mained frfrom these peoplesom these peoples in the land and whom the
sons of Israel did not finish destroying, Solomon
brought them up to be forced labor, even to this day.
99 But from the sons of Israel Solomon did not make
servants for his work. These were his soldiers, officers,
commanders of his chariots, and horsemen. 1010 And
these were the two hundred and fifty chief officers for
King Solomon who governed the people.

1111 And Solomon brought up the daughter of Pharaoh
from the City of David to the house that he built for
her, for he said, “My wife will not live in the house of
David king of Israel, for the places where the ark of
the LORD have been are holy.”

1212 At that time Solomon offered up burnt offerings
on the altar of the LORD that he built before the
vestibule, 1313 according to the daily duty to offer up as
the commandment of Moses for Sabbaths, New

Moons, and the three annual festivals: the Feast of Un-
leavened Bread, the Feast of Weeks, and the Feast of
Tabernacles. 1414 According to the ruling of David his fa-
ther, he set the divisions of the priests for their ser-
vice, and the Levites for their function to praise and
serve before the priests according to the daily duty,
and even the gatekeepers for their divisions at each
gate, for this was the commandment of David the man
of God. 1515 And they did not turn from the command-
ment of the king, whether the priests or Levites, con-
cerning any matter and concerning the treasury.

1616 So all the work of Solomon was established from
the day of the foundation of the house of the LORD
and until its completion; and the house of the LORD
was complete.

1717 Then Solomon went to Ezion Geber and Elath at
the shore of the sea in Edom. 1818 And Hiram sent him
ships by the hand of his servants, who knew the sea.
And they went with the servants of Solomon to Ophir,
and took from there four hundred and fifty talents †† of
gold, and brought them to King Solomon.

The Queen of Sheba VisitsThe Queen of Sheba Visits
1Ki 10:1–13

The queen of Sheba heard a report of Solomon,
and she came to Jerusalem with a very impressive

retinue—with camels carrying spices, an abundance of
gold, and precious stones—to test Solomon with rid-
dles. When she came to Solomon she shared with him
everything that was on her heart. 22 Solomon declared
to her everything that she asked, and there was not
any matter concealed from Solomon that he did not
declare to her. 33 When the queen of Sheba had ob-
served the wisdom of Solomon, the house that he had
built, 44 the food on his table, the seating of his officials,
and the attendance of his servants, and their clothing,
his valets, and their clothing, and his burnt offerings
that he offered at the house of the LORD , there was
no more spirit left in her.

55 Then she said to the king, “True was the report that
I heard in my land concerning your words and wis-
dom. 66 But I did not believe their reports until I came
and my eyes saw; and indeed, half the greatness of
your wisdom was not declared to me. You have ex-
ceeded the report that I heard. 77 How happy your men
must be! How happy these servants, those who are
continually before you listening to your wisdom. 88 May
the LORD your God be blessed, who has delighted in
you, to set you as king on the throne of the LORD your
God. Your God has loved Israel to establish them con-
tinually and has set you as king over them to perform
justice and righteousness.”

99 Then she gave the king one hundred and twenty
talents †††† of gold and a great abundance of spices and
precious stones. And there were no spices like those
that the queen of Sheba gave to King Solomon.

† About 17 tons, or 15 metric tons. †† About 41/2 tons or 4
metric tons.
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1010 Moreover, the servants of Hiram and Solomon who
brought gold from Ophir also brought algum wood
and precious stones. 1111 And the king used the algum
wood for steps for the house of the LORD and the
palace of the king, even for lyres and harps for the
singers. And there had not been anything seen like
these in the land of Judah.

1212 And King Solomon gave everything to the queen of
Sheba in which she had pleasure, even what she asked
for in addition to what she brought to the king. Then
she turned and left for her own land with her servants.

The Splendor of SolomonThe Splendor of Solomon
1Ki 10:14–29; 2Ch 1:14–17

1313 The weight of gold that came to Solomon every
year was six hundred and sixty-six talents †† of gold.
1414 In addition to what the explorers and merchants
brought in, all the kings of Arabia and governors of
the land brought in gold and silver to Solomon.

1515 King Solomon made two hundred large shields of
hammered gold, and six hundred gold pieces †††† were
used for each large shield. 1616 And he made three hun-
dred shields of hammered gold; three hundred gold
pieces ‡‡ were used for each shield. And the king put
them in the House of the Forest of Lebanon.

1717 And the king made a great throne of ivory, and he
covered it with fine gold. 1818 And there were six steps
and a gold footstool attached to the throne, and on
each side at the place of the seat were armrests with
two lions standing beside the armrests. 1919 So twelve li-
ons stood there on the six steps, one on each side,
and there was nothing like this in any kingdom. 2020 Even
all the drinking vessels of King Solomon were gold,
and all the vessels in the House of the Forest of
Lebanon were fine gold. And silver was not thought to
be valuable in the days of Solomon. 2121 The ships of
Solomon went to Tarshish with the servants of Hiram.
Once every three years the ships of Tarshish returned
carrying gold, silver, ivory, apes, and peacocks.

2222 So King Solomon was greater than all the kings of
the earth in wealth and wisdom. 2323 All the kings of the
earth sought out an audience before Solomon to hear
his wisdom that God gave to his mind. 2424 Every year
each man brought his own tribute, vessels of silver
and gold, garments, myrrh, spices, horses, and mules.

2525 Solomon had four thousand stalls for horses and
chariots and twelve thousand horses, and he put them
in designated cities and with him in Jerusalem. 2626 He
ruled over all the kings from the River 1 to the land of
the Philistines and to the border of Egypt. 2727 So the
king made silver in Jerusalem as abundantabundant as stones
and cedar as plentiful as sycamore trees in the low-
lands of the Shephelah. 2828 The horses of Solomon were
imported from Egypt and from all other lands.

† About 25 tons, or 23 metric tons. †† About 15 pounds, or
6.9 kilograms. ‡ About 71/2 pounds, or 3.5 kilograms.

The Death of SolomonThe Death of Solomon
1Ki 11:41–43

2929 And the rest of the acts of Solomon, from begin-
ning to end, are they not written in the annals of
Nathan the prophet, and the prophecy of Ahijah the
Shilonite, and in the visions of Iddo the seer concern-
ing Jeroboam the son of Nebat? 3030 So Solomon reigned
in Jerusalem over all Israel for forty years. 3131 And
Solomon slept with his fathers, and they buried him in
the City of David his father. And Rehoboam his son
then ruled in his place.

IsrIsrael Rebels Against Rehoboamael Rebels Against Rehoboam
1Ki 12:1–24

Rehoboam went to Shechem because all Israel
journeyed to Shechem to make him king. 22 It

happened that Jeroboam the son of Nebat heard
this—he was in Egypt, where he fled from King
Solomon—so he returned from Egypt. 33 So they sent
for him and called him. And Jeroboam and all Israel
came and spoke to Rehoboam saying, 44 “Your father
made our yoke heavy. Now therefore, lighten your fa-
ther’s labor and heavy yoke that he put on us, and we
will serve you.”

55 He responded, “Return again to me in three days.”
So the people left.

66 Then King Rehoboam consulted with the elders
who stood in the presence of Solomon his father when
he was alive saying, “How do you counsel that I should
give a response to this people?”

77 They said to him, “If you are good to this people
and please them and speak well to them, then they
will be servants to you all your days.”

88 But he abandoned the counsel of the elders that
they gave to him. And he consulted the young men
who grew up and stood before him. 99 Rehoboam said
to them, “What do you counsel that we give as a re-
sponse to this people who have spoken to me, ‘Light-
en the yoke that your father placed on us’?”

1010 The young men who had grown up with him said,
“So you should speak to the people who have spoken
to you saying, ‘Your father made our yoke heavy, but
you lighten it from us.’ So you will say to them, ‘My lit-
tle fingerfinger is thicker than my father’s waist! 1111 Whereas
my father placed a heavy yoke on you, I will add to
your yoke. My father chastened you with whips, but I
will scourge you with scorpions.’”

1212 So Jeroboam and all the people came to Re-
hoboam on the third day, as the king had ordered say-
ing, “Return to me on the third day.” 1313 Then the king
answered them harshly. King Rehoboam rejected the
advice of the elders. 1414 He spoke to them with the ad-
vice of the young men, saying, “My father made your
yoke heavy, but I will increase it. My father chastised
you with whips, but I will chastise you with scorpions.”
1515 The king did not listen to the people, for the event
occurred because of God, that the LORD might estab-
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lish His word that He spoke through Ahijah the
Shilonite to Jeroboam the son of Nebat.

1616 When all Israel saw that the king would not listen
to them, the people answered the king saying,
“What portion do we have in David?
We have no inheritance in the son of Jesse.

O Israel, each man to your tent.
Now look after your own house, O David!”

Then all Israel departed to their tents. 1717 The sons of
Israel dwelled in the cities of Judah, and Rehoboam
reigned over them.

1818 Then King Rehoboam sent Hadoram, who was
over the forced labor, and the sons of Israel stoned
him to death. And King Rehoboam hurried to mount
his chariot and to flee to Jerusalem. 1919 So Israel has re-
belled against the house of David until this day.

When Rehoboam came to Jerusalem, he called
together from the house of Judah and Benjamin

one hundred and eighty thousand †† choice men to
make war and to battle with Israel in order to restore
the kingdom to Rehoboam.

22 But the word of the LORD came to Shemaiah the
man of God saying: 33 Speak to Rehoboam, son of
Solomon and king of Judah, and to all Israel in Judah
and Benjamin, 44 “So says the LORD : You are not to go
up and fight against your brothers. Each man must re-
turn to his house, for this event is from Me.” So they
obeyed the word of the LORD and turned back from
attacking Jeroboam.

Rehoboam SecurRehoboam Secures the Kingdomes the Kingdom
55 So Rehoboam dwelled in Jerusalem and built siege

cities in Judah. 66 He built Bethlehem, Etam, Tekoa,
77 Beth Zur in the eastin the east , Soko, Adullam, 88 Gath, Mare-
shah in the westin the west , Ziph, 99 Adoraim, Lachish in the southin the south
, Azekah, 1010 Zorah, Aijalon in the northwestin the northwest , and cen-cen-
trtralal Hebron, all of which were fortified cities in Judah
and Benjamin. 1111 He strengthened the fortresses and
set leaders in them with stockpiles of food, oil, and
wine. 1212 And in all the cities he placed shields and
spears, and he greatly strengthened these placesplaces . So
he held Judah and Benjamin.

1313 And the priests and Levites in all Israel came be-
fore him from all their territories. 1414 For the Levites left
their pasture lands and properties, and they traveled
to Judah and Jerusalem because Jeroboam and his
sons excluded them from serving as priests to the
LORD . 1515 And he set for himself priests for the high
places and for the goat and calf idols that he made.
1616 And those who set their hearts to seek the LORD
God of Israel followed after them from all the tribes of
Israel, and they came to Jerusalem to sacrifice to the
LORD God of their fathers. 1717 So they strengthened the
kingdom of Judah and supported Rehoboam, the son
of Solomon, for three years, for they walked in the way
of David and Solomon for three years.

† From population numbers in the region at this time, the Heb.
term is a divisionrather than thousandthousand

RehoboamRehoboam’’s Familys Family
1818 And Rehoboam took Mahalath for a wife, the

daughter of both Jerimoth the son of David and of Abi-
hail the daughter of Eliab the son of Jesse, 1919 and she
bore sons to him: Jeush, Shemariah, and Zaham.
2020 Then after her he took Maakah the daughter of Ab-
salom. And she bore to him Abijah, Attai, Ziza, and Sh-
elomith. 2121 And Rehoboam loved Maakah the daughter
of Absalom more than his other wives and concubines
(for he took eighteen wives and sixty concubines), and
he had twenty-eight sons and sixty daughters.

2222 And Rehoboam set Abijah the son of Maakah as
chief and head over his brothers for he plannedplanned to
make him king. 2323 And he was discerning and spread
out all his sons to all the lands of Judah and Benjamin,
even among the fortified cities, and he provided for
them an abundance of provisions and wives.

Egypt Attacks JerusalemEgypt Attacks Jerusalem
1Ki 14:21–31

Now when the reign of Rehoboam was estab-
lished and strong, he, and all of Israel with him,

abandoned the law of the LORD . 22 And in the fifth year
of King Rehoboam, Shishak king of Egypt went up
against Jerusalem for they had acted unfaithfully
against the LORD , 33 with one thousand two hundred
chariots and sixty thousand horses. The people were
without number who came with him from
Egypt—Libyans, Sukkiktes, and Ethiopians. 44 And he
captured the fortified cities that were in Judah, and he
came even to Jerusalem.

55 Then Shemaiah the prophet came to Rehoboam
and the rulers of Judah who were assembled in
Jerusalem before Shishak, and he said to them, “So the
LORD says: You have abandoned Me, so I have aban-
doned you into the hand of Shishak.”

66 Then the king and the rulers of Israel humbled
themselves and said, “The LORD is righteous.”

77 So when the LORD observed that they had hum-
bled themselves, the word of the LORD came to She-
maiah, “They have humbled themselves, so I will not
destroy them. I will let some of them escape, and My
anger will not pour out against Jerusalem by the hand
of Shishak. 88 For they will be slaves to him so that they
experience My labor and the labor of the kingdoms of
other lands.”

99 So Shishak king of Egypt went up against Jerusalem
and took away the treasures of the house of the LORD
and of the palace of the king. He took everything, even
the gold shields that Solomon made. 1010 And King Re-
hoboam made bronze shields in their place and en-
trusted them to the hands of the rulers of the guards,
those who guarded the entrance to the king’s palace.
1111 And it happened that whenever the king came to the
house of the LORD , the guards came and carried the
shieldsshields and then returned them to the guardroom.
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1212 And when he humbled himself, the anger of the
LORD turned away from him so that there was not a
complete annihilation. Moreover, there were some
good things in Judah during this timeduring this time .

The Death of RehoboamThe Death of Rehoboam
1313 So King Rehoboam was strong and reigned in

Jerusalem. For Rehoboam was forty-one years old
when he became king, and he reigned for seventeen
years in Jerusalem, the city that the LORD had chosen
out of all the tribes of Israel, to put His name there.
His mother’s name was Naamah the Ammonite. 1414 And
he acted evil because he did not set his heart to seek
out the LORD .

1515 Now, are not the acts of Rehoboam written from
beginning to end in the annals of Shemaiah the
prophet and Iddo the seer, according to genealogy?
And there were battles between Rehoboam and Jer-
oboam all their days. 1616 And Rehoboam slept with his
fathers and was buried in the City of David, and Abijah
ruled in his place.

Abijah, King of JudahAbijah, King of Judah
1Ki 15:1–8

In the eighteenth year of King Jeroboam, Abijah
became king of Judah. 22 He reigned for three

years in Judah, and his mother’s name was Micaiah, ††

the granddaughter of Uriel of Gibeah.
And there was a war between Abijah and Jeroboam.

33 Abijah set the battle in order with an army of valiant
men of war, four hundred thousand choice men. Jer-
oboam also drew up battle lines against him with an
army of eight hundred thousand men, mighty men of
valor.

44 Then Abijah went up to Mount Zemaraim that is in
the hills of Ephraim, and he said, “Listen to me, Jer-
oboam and all Israel! 55 Do you all not know that the
LORD God of Israel has perpetually given the kingdom
of Israel to David, even to him and to his sons with a
covenant of salt? 66 And Jeroboam the son of Nebat, the
servant of Solomon son of David, stood up and re-
belled against his lord RehoboamRehoboam . 77 Then vain, worth-
less men gathered together around him and defied
Rehoboam son of Solomon. And Rehoboam was
young and timid in heart and was not strong before
them.

88 “And now you think that you can withstand before
the kingdom of the LORD by the hand of the sons of
David. And you all are a great multitude, and with you
are the golden calves that Jeroboam has made for you
to be gods. 99 Have you all not driven out the priests of
the LORD , even the Levites and sons of Aaron, and
made for yourselves priests from the peoples of other
lands? Whoever comes to be dedicated and has in his
hand a young bull or seven rams becomes a priest to
what is not a god.

† in 1Ki 15:2.

1010 “But for us, the LORD is our God, and we have not
abandoned Him. And our priests serve the LORD and
are sons of Aaron, Levites with their service. 1111 They
sacrifice burnt offerings to the LORD every morning
and evening and put out an incense of spices. They al-
so set the showbread in place on the ritual table and
set the golden lampstand with its lamps to burn every
evening. For we keep the duty of the LORD our God,
but you all have abandoned Him. 1212 God is with us as a
leader, and His priests with their battle trumpets to
call for battle against you all. O sons of Israel, do not
fight against the LORD the God of your fathers be-
cause you will not find success.”

1313 So Jeroboam went around them with an ambush
to come from behind them. Those from Israel were in
front of Judah, while the ambush was behind them.
1414 Then Judah turned and saw that the battle was both
in front of and behind them. Then they cried out to the
LORD , and the priests sounded their trumpets.
1515 Then the men from Judah shouted out; and it hap-
pened when Judah shouted out, God struck down Jer-
oboam and all Israel before Abijah and Judah. 1616 The
men of Israel fled before Judah, and God gave them
into their hand. 1717 Abijah and his people struck them
down with a great slaughter, and the slain from Israel
who fell that day were five hundred thousand choice
men. 1818 So the sons of Israel were subdued at that
time, and the people of Judah were strong for they de-
pended on the LORD God of their fathers.

1919 And Abijah chased after Jeroboam and captured
cities from him: Bethel, Jeshanah, and Ephron with
their surrounding villages. 2020 And Jeroboam did not
again recover his strength in the days of Abijah, and
the LORD struck down Jeroboam, and he died.

2121 So Abijah grew strong and took fourteen wives
and had twenty-two sons and sixteen daughters.

2222 And the remainder of the acts of Abijah, both his
ways and words, are written in the story of the
prophet Iddo.

And Abijah slept with his fathers, and they
buried him in the City of David. Asa his son then

reigned in his place. In his days the land was quiet for
ten years.

Asa, King of JudahAsa, King of Judah
1Ki 15:11–12

22 Asa did what was good and right in the eyes of the
LORD his God. 33 He took down the foreign altars and
high places, and he shattered the pillars and cut down
the images of Asherah. 44 Then he urged Judah to seek
the LORD the God of their fathers and to keep the law
and commandments. 55 And he also removed all the
high places and incense altars in the cities in Judah.
And the kingdom was at rest under Asa. 66 He built for-
tified cities in Judah because the land was quiet; and
there was no war in these years, for the LORD gave
peace to him.
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77 And he said to Judah, “Let us build up these cities
and let us surround them with walls, towers, gates,
and bars for the land before us is still ours because we
have sought after the LORD our God. We have sought
Him, and He has given us peace all around.” So they
built and had success.

88 And it happened that Asa had an army from Judah
carrying large shields and spears numbering three
hundred thousand. And from Benjamin he had an
army carrying shields and bows numbering two hun-
dred eighty thousand. All of these were mighty men of
valor.

99 But Zerah the Ethiopian Cushite came out against
them with an army of a million men and three hun-
dred chariots. And he came up to Mareshah. 1010 Then
Asa went out to engage him, and they arranged for
battle in the Valley of Zephathah near Mareshah.

1111 And Asa cried out the LORD his God, and said, “
LORD , it is nothing with You to help, whether with
many or with those who have no power. Help us, O
LORD our God; for we trust in You, and in Your name
we come against this multitude. O LORD , You are our
God. Let no man prevail against You.”

1212 So the LORD struck down the Ethiopian Cushites
before Asa and Judah, and the Cushites fled. 1313 Then
Asa and those with him pursued them until Gerar. And
the Cushites fell till there was not one left alive be-
cause they were struck down before the LORD and His
army. And those in Judahin Judah carried off a very great plun-
der. 1414 And they struck down all the cities surrounding
Gerar because the terror of the LORD was on them.
And they plundered all the cities because there was a
great amount of possessions in them. 1515 And they also
struck the tents holding livestock, and they carried off
sheep and a great amount of camels. Then they re-
turned to Jerusalem.

The Reforms of AsaThe Reforms of Asa
1Ki 15:13–16

Then the Spirit of God came on Azariah the son
of Oded, 22 and he went out to meet Asa and said

to him, “Listen to me, Asa, and all Judah and Benjamin:
The LORD is with you while you are with Him. If you all
seek Him, He will be found with you. But if you forsake
Him, He will forsake you. 33 For a long time Israel has
been without the true God, and without a teaching
priest and without law, 44 but when in their trouble they
turned to the LORD God of Israel, and sought Him, He
was found by them. 55 And at that time there was no
peace to the one traveling in or out because there was
a great panic on all those who dwelt in the land. 66 They
were broken to pieces, nation against nation and city
against city, because God confused them with every
type of distress. 77 But you all must be strong and not
lose heart, for there is a reward for your deeds.”

88 And when Asa heard these words of the prophecy
of Azariah son ofAzariah son of Oded the prophet, he was encour-
aged and removed the detestable idols from the entire

land of Judah and Benjamin and from the cities that he
captured in the hills of Ephraim. And he repaired the
altar of the LORD that was before the vestibule of the
LORD .

99 And he gathered together all of Judah and Ben-
jamin and those who had settled among them from
Ephraim, Manasseh, and Simeon, for these had come
down to him from Israel in a great number when they
saw that the LORD his God was with him.

1010 These were gathered in Jerusalem in the third
month in the fifteenth year in the reign of Asa. 1111 They
sacrificed to the LORD that day from the plunder that
they brought in, seven hundred oxen and seven thou-
sand sheep. 1212 And they entered into a covenant to
seek the LORD God of their fathers with all their heart
and soul. 1313 But whoever would not seek the LORD
God of Israel would be put to death, whether young or
old, man or woman. 1414 They swore an oath to the
LORD in a loud voice, with shouting, trumpets, and
horns. 1515 And all Judah rejoiced over this oath because
they swore with their whole heart and they sought
Him with all their desire; and He was found by them,
and the LORD gave them rest all around.

1616 King Asa even removed his mother Maakah from
being queen mother because she had made a de-
testable image for Asherah. Asa cut down her image,
crushed it, and burned it in the Kidron Valley. 1717 But
they did not remove the high places from Israel. Nev-
ertheless the heart of Asa was wholly committed all
his days. 1818 He brought into the house of God the sa-
cred gifts of his father and his own sacred gifts—silver,
gold, and utensils.

1919 And there was no war until the thirty-fifth year of
the reign of Asa.

AsaAsa’’s Last Ys Last Yearsears
1Ki 15:17–24

But in the thirty-sixth year of the reign of Asa,
Baasha king of Israel went up against Judah and

built Ramah and did not allow anyone to come in or
go out to Asa king of Judah.

22 Then Asa removed silver and gold from the store-
houses of the house of the LORD and palace of the
king, and he sent it to Ben-Hadad king of Aram in Syr-
ia, who lived in Damascus, saying, 33 “There is a
covenant between me and you as between my father
and your father. I am sending you silver and gold. Go
and break your covenant with Baasha king of Israel so
that he might leave me.”

44 And Ben-Hadad listened to King Asa, and he sent
the commanders of his armies against the cities of Is-
rael. They struck down Ijon, Dan, Abel Maim, and all
the depot cities of Naphtali. 55 And it happened when
Baasha heard this, that he stopped building Ramah
and he ceased his work. 66 Then King Asa took all of Ju-
dah, and they took the stones of Ramah and its timber
that Baasha had used to build, and he built with them
Geba and Mizpah.
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77 And at that time Hanani the seer came to King Asa
of Judah saying, “Because you depended on the king
of Aram and did not depend on the LORD your God,
therefore the army of the king of Aram escaped from
your hand. 88 Were not the Cushites and Libyans a very
large army with chariots and horses, but when you de-
pended on the LORD , He gave them to your hand.
99 For the eyes of the LORD move about on all the earth
to strengthen the heart that is completely toward Him.
You have acted foolishly in this, and from this point
forward you will have wars.”

1010 Then Asa was angry with the seer and placed him
in prison stocks, for he was enraged by these words.
Asa even oppressed some of the people during this
time.

The Death of AsaThe Death of Asa
1111 The events of Asa from beginning to end are writ-

ten in the book of the kings of Judah and Israel. 1212 In
the thirty-ninth year of the reign of Asa, he had a sick-
ness in his feet until his sickness became grave. Even
in his disease he did not seek after the LORD , but the
physicians. 1313 So Asa slept with his fathers; he died in
the forty-first year of his reign. 1414 And they buried him
in the tomb that he cut for himself in the City of David.
And they placed him on a place filled with all types of
spices mixed with ointments, and then they burned
him up with a very great conflagration.

Jehoshaphat, King of JudahJehoshaphat, King of Judah

Then Jehoshaphat his son reigned in his place,
and he grew strong against Israel. 22 He put an

army in all the fortified cities of Judah and set military
garrisons in the land of Judah, even in the cities of
Ephraim that Asa his father had captured.

33 Now the LORD was with Jehoshaphat, for he walked
in the previous ways of David his father, and he did
not seek out the Baal cult. 44 For he sought out the God
of his fathers and walked in his commandments,
rather than the deeds of Israel. 55 So the LORD made
firm the kingdom in his hand, and all Judah gave a
tribute to Jehoshaphat. So he had an abundance of
riches and honor. 66 His heart was raised up for the
ways of the LORD . He even removed the high places
and Asherah poles from Judah.

77 In the third year of his reign he sent officials, Ben-
Hail, Obadiah, Zechariah, Nethanel, and Micaiah, to
teach in the cities of Jerusalem, 88 and with them were
also the Levites: Shemaiah, Nethaniah, Zebadiah, Asa-
hel, Shemiramoth, Jehonathan, Adonijah, Tobijah, and
Tob-Adonijah, who were Levites. And with these were
also Elishama and Jehoram, who were priests. 99 They
taught the peoplethe people in Judah, and they used the Book of
the Law of the LORD and they traveled about all the
cities of Judah and taught the people.

1010 The terror of the LORD came on all the kingdoms
of the land that surrounded Judah, and they did not

bring war against Jehoshaphat. 1111 Some from the
Philistine peoples brought gifts to Jehoshaphat such
as silver for tribute. The Arabians even brought seven
thousand seven hundred rams and seven thousand
seven hundred goats to him.

1212 Jehoshaphat continued to increase in greatness,
and he built citadels and storehouses in Judah. 1313 And
he had much property in the cities of Judah, and the
men of war, mighty men of valor, were in Jerusalem.
1414 This was their divisions by the houses of their father:

From Judah, the commanders of thousands:
Adnah the commander with three hundred thou-
sand mighty men of valor.
1515 Beside him was Jehohanan the commander with
two hundred eighty thousand mighty men of war.
1616 Beside him was Amasiah the son of Zikri, a vol-
unteer for the LORD with two hundred thousand
mighty men of war.

1717 From Benjamin:
Eliada a mighty man of war with two hundred
thousand men armed with bow and shield.
1818 Beside him was Jehozabad with one hundred
and eighty thousand equipped for warfare.

1919 These were serving the king in addition to those the
king placed in the fortified cities throughout Judah.

Micaiah PrMicaiah Prophesies Against Ahabophesies Against Ahab
1Ki 22:1–28

Now Jehoshaphat had great riches and honor,
and he married into the family of Ahab. 22 At the

end of some years he went down to Ahab in Samaria.
And Ahab slaughtered a great amount of sheep and
oxen for Jehoshaphat and those who journeyed with
him and then lured him up to Ramoth Gilead. 33 And
King Ahab of Israel said to King Jehoshaphat of Judah,
“Will you go up with me to Ramoth Gilead?”

And he responded, “I am as you are, and as your
people also my people are. We will be with you in this
war.” 44 And Jehoshaphat further said to the king of Is-
rael, “Inquire today the word of the LORD on this.”

55 So the king of Israel gathered together four hun-
dred prophets, and he inquired from them, “Should I
go up to Ramoth Gilead for battle, or should I cease
from this?”

They said, “Go up, for God will give this to the hand
of the king.”

66 But Jehoshaphat said, “Is there not still here anoth-
er prophet for the LORD from whom we might in-
quire?”

77 Then the king of Israel responded to Jehoshaphat,
“There is still one man from whom we can seek the
LORD , but I hate him because he does not prophesy
anything good for me but always disaster. He is Mica-
iah the son of Imlah.”

And Jehoshaphat said, “May the king not speak like
this.”

88 So the king of Israel called to a court eunuch and
said, “Hurry and bring Micaiah the son of Imlah.”
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99 And the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat the king of
Judah were sitting on their own thrones, clothed in
their rrooyalyal garments, at the threshing floor at the en-
trance at the gate of Samaria, and all the prophets
were prophesying before them. 1010 Then Zedekiah the
son of Kenaanah made for himself iron horns, and he
said, “Thus says the LORD : With these you will thrust
out the Arameans in Syria until they are finished.”

1111 And all the prophets were prophesying the same,
“Go up to Ramoth Gilead and find success, because
the LORD has given the king into your hands.”

1212 And the messenger who went to call Micaiah said
to him, “The words of the prophets are as one voice
and onlyonly for good to the king, so may your word be
like one of them, and you speak favorably.”

1313 And Micaiah said, “As the LORD lives, whatever my
God says, that will I speak.”

1414 When he came to the king, the king said to him,
“Micaiah, should we go up to Ramoth Gilead for battle,
or should I cease?”

He said, “All of you go up and be successful, and they
will be given into your hands.”

1515 Then the king said to him, “How many times must I
cause you to swear that you speak to me only truth in
the name of the LORD ?”

1616 Then he said, “I saw all Israel scattered on the
mountains like sheep that have no shepherd. The
LORD said, ‘There are no masters for them. Let each
man return to his home in peace.’”

1717 Then the king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, “Did I
not say to you that he would not prophesy good con-
cerning me, but evil?”

1818 So the prprophetophet said, “Now hear the word of the
LORD : I saw the LORD sitting on His throne and the
heavenly assembly was standing at His right and His
left. 1919 And the LORD said, ‘Who will deceive Ahab king
of Israel so that he might go up and fall at Ramoth
Gilead?’

“One was saying one thing, and another was saying
something else. 2020 Then a spirit came out and stood
before the LORD , and he said, ‘I will deceive him.’

“Then the LORD said to him, ‘How?’
2121 “Then he said, ‘I will go out and be a spirit of de-

ception in the mouth of all the prophets.’
“Then the LORD said, ‘You will deceive and find suc-

cess. Go out and do this.’
2222 “Now see that the LORD has put a spirit of decep-

tion in the mouth of your prophets. So the LORD has
declared disaster over you.”

2323 Then Zedekiah the son of Kenaanah came near to
Micaiah and struck him on the cheek. And he said,
“Which way then did the spirit from the LORD pass
from me to speak with you?”

2424 Then Micaiah said, “You will see itit on the day when
you enter an inner chamber to hide yourself.”

2525 And the king of Israel said, “Seize Micaiah and take
him to Amon, the governor of the city, and to Joash
the son of the king, 2626 and you will say, ‘So says the

king: Put him in a prison, and feed him a little food
and water until I return in peace.’”

2727 Then Micaiah said, “If you certainly return in peace,
then the LORD has not spoken by me. Listen, all you
people!”

The Death of AhabThe Death of Ahab
1Ki 22:29–36

2828 So the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat the king of
Judah went up to Ramoth Gilead. 2929 Then the king of
Israel said to Jehoshaphat, “I will disguise myself and
go into battle, but you will put on your clothes.” So the
king of Israel disguised himself, and they both entered
into battle.

3030 And the king of Aram ordered the commanders of
his chariots, “Do not wage war with the small or great
but with the king of Israel alone.” 3131 And it happened
when the commanders of the chariots saw Je-
hoshaphat they said, “It is the king of Israel.” So they
turned on him to wage war. But Jehoshaphat cried
out, and the LORD helped him, then God drew them
away from the kingking . 3232 And it happened when the
commanders of the chariots saw that he was not the
king of Israel, then they turned away from him.

3333 But a man pulled his bow at random and struck
the king of Israel between his armor scales and body
armor. He said to the commander of the chariot, “Turn
and remove me from the battle because I am wound-
ed.” 3434 And the battle continued on that day, and the
king of Israel was set up in his chariot before the
Arameans until evening. Then he died when the sun
set.

But Jehoshaphat king of Judah returned to his
palace in Jerusalem in peace. 22 And Jehu the son

of Hanani the seer went out to meet him, and he said
to King Jehoshaphat, “How do you help those who are
wicked and love those who hate the LORD ? Because
of this, wrath has gone out against you from the LORD
. 33 However, some good things are found in you for
you swept away the Asherah poles from the land, and
you set your heart to seek after God.”

The Reforms of JehoshaphatThe Reforms of Jehoshaphat
44 Jehoshaphat lived in Jerusalem, but he went out

among the people from Beersheba to the hill country
of Ephraim, and he brought them back to the LORD
God of their fathers. 55 And he set judges in the land
among all the fortified cities of Judah, one by one.
66 And he said to the judges, “Consider carefully what
you do because you do not judge according to man
but the LORD , and He is with you in the matter of
judgment. 77 So now may the fear of the LORD be on
you. Consider and act wellwell because there is no injus-
tice, partiality, or bribe taking with the LORD our God.”

88 Moreover, Jehoshaphat appointed in Jerusalem
some from the Levites and the priests and some from
the heads of the families of Israel, in order to render
judgment and decide disputes before the LORD ; and
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they lived in Jerusalem. 99 And he commanded them,
“So you will act in the fear of the LORD , in honesty,
and with a complete heart. 1010 And any dispute that
comes before you all from your brothers who live in
their cities, concerning bloodshed or offenses against
law or commandment, against statutes or judgments,
you will warn them, lest they trespass against the
LORD and wrath come upon you and your brothers.
Do this, and you will not trespass.

1111 “Note that Amariah the chief priest is over you in
all matters of the LORD ; and Zebadiah the son of Ish-
mael, the ruler of the house of Judah, for all the king’s
matters; also, the Levites will be officials before you.
Deal courageously, and the LORD will be with the
good.”

Jehoshaphat Defeats Moab and AmmonJehoshaphat Defeats Moab and Ammon

After that, the Moabites and the Ammonites, to-
gether with some Meunites, †† came against Je-

hoshaphat for battle.
22 And some came and declared this to Jehoshaphat,

“A large multitude is coming against you from across
the Dead Sea from Edom; and observe, they are in
Hazezon Tamar” (that is, En Gedi). 33 Then Jehoshaphat
was fearful and set himself to seek the LORD , and he
called for a fast throughout all Judah. 44 And Judah was
assembled to seek the LORD ; even from all the cities
of Judah, they came to obtain aidaid from the LORD .

55 And Jehoshaphat stood in the midst of the assem-
bly of Judah and Jerusalem in the house of the LORD
before the new courtyard, 66 and he said:
“O LORD God of our fathers, are You not God in the
heavens? And do You not rule over all the kingdoms of
the nations? In Your hand are strength and might, and
there is no one who can oppose You. 77 Did You not,
our God, drive out those who lived in this land before
Your people Israel, and You gave it perpetually to the
descendants of Abraham, who was in cocovenantvenant love
with You. 88 And they have dwelled in it and have built
in it for You a sanctuary for Your name saying, 99 ‘If dis-
aster comes upon us, the sword, or judgment, or
pestilence, or famine, then we will stand before this
temple and before You because Your name is in this
temple. And we will cry out to You in our distress, and
You will hear and deliver.’
1010 “Now here are the sons of Ammon and Moab and
Mount Seir, whom You did not let Israel invade when
they came out of the land of Egypt, when they turned
away from them and did not destroy them. 1111 See how
they are rewarding us by coming to drive us out of
Your possession, which You have given us to inherit.
1212 O our God, will You not render judgment on them?
For we have not strength enough to stand before this
great army that is coming against us. And we do not
know what we should do, but our eyes are on You.”

1313 Now all of Judah was standing before the LORD ,
even their infants, wives, and children.

† Heb. a and others with those from the Ammonites.

1414 And in the midst of the assembly the Spirit of the
LORD came on Jahaziel the son of Zechariah, the son
of Benaiah, the son of Jeiel, the son of Mattaniah, a
Levite from the line of Asaph.

1515 And he said, “Pay attention all Judah, and those
dwelling in Jerusalem, and King Jehoshaphat: Thus
says the LORD to you, ‘Do not fear, nor be dismayed
because of this great army, for the battle is not yours,
but God’s. 1616 Tomorrow, go down against them. They
will travel up by the Ascent of Ziz. You will find them at
the back of the valley, before the Wilderness of Jeruel.
1717 It will not be necessarynecessary for you to fight in this con-con-
flictflict . Take your positions, stand, and observe the deliv-
erance of the LORD for you, O Judah and Jerusalem.’
Do not fear or be filled with terror. Tomorrow, go out
before them, and the LORD will be with you.”

1818 Then Jehoshaphat bowed his face to the ground,
and all Judah and those dwelling in Jerusalem fell be-
fore the LORD to worship Him. 1919 And the Levites from
the descendants of the Kohathites and Korahites rose
up to praise the LORD God of Israel with a very loud
voice.

2020 So they rose up early in the morning and went out
to the Wilderness of Tekoa. And when they went out,
Jehoshaphat stood and said, “Listen to me, Judah and
those dwelling in Jerusalem. Believe in the LORD your
God, and you will be supported. Believe His prophets,
and you will succeed.” 2121 And he consulted with the
people and then appointed singers for the LORD and
those praising Him in holy attire as they went before
those equipped for battle saying,
“Praise the LORD ,
for His mercy endures forever.”

2222 When they began singing and praising, the LORD
set ambushes against Ammon, Moab, and Mount Seir,
who had come against Judah; so they were defeated.
2323 Then the Ammonites and Moabites stood up against
those dwelling from Mount Seir to destroy and finish
them. Then when they made an end of the inhabitants
of Seir, each man attacked his companion to destroy
each other.

2424 And Judah came to the watchtower of the wilder-
ness, and they turned to the vast army and saw only
corpses lying on the ground. And no one was spared.
2525 Then Jehoshaphat and his people came to gather
their plunder, and they found among them an abun-
dance of riches with the corpses, and precious jewelry,
which they took for themselves, more than they could
carry. They were gathering the plunder for three days
because there was so much to carry. 2626 On the fourth
day they gathered at the Valley of Berakah, because
there they blessed the LORD . For this reason people
have called the name of this place the Valley of Be-
rakah until this day.

2727 Then they all returned, every man from Judah and
Jerusalem, with Jehoshaphat as their head, to
Jerusalem with joy because the LORD made them re-
joice because of the deathdeath of their enemies. 2828 So they
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2222

entered Jerusalem with harps, lyres, and trumpets to
the house of the LORD .

2929 And it happened that the terror of God was on all
the kingdoms of the lands who heard that the LORD
had fought against the enemies of Israel. 3030 So the
kingdom of Jehoshaphat was quiet, because his God
gave him rest on all sides.

The End of JehoshaphatThe End of Jehoshaphat’’s Reigns Reign
1Ki 22:41–50

3131 And Jehoshaphat reigned over Judah. He was thir-
ty-five years old when he began his reign, and he was
king in Jerusalem for twenty-five years. The name of
his mother was Azubah the daughter of Shilhi. 3232 He
walked in the way of his father Asa, and he did not
turn aside from doing what was right in the eyes of
the LORD . 3333 Only the high places were not taken
down. The people had yet to set their hearts to the
God of their fathers.

3434 And the remainder of the acts of Jehoshaphat,
from beginning to end, are written in the annals of Je-
hu son of Hanani, which are taken up in the book of
the kings of Israel.

3535 Also, Jehoshaphat king of Judah was united with
Ahaziah king of Israel, who acted wickedly. 3636 Je-
hoshaphat joined with him to make ships to travel to
Tarshish, and they made ships in Ezion Geber. 3737 And
Eliezer son of Dodavahu from Mareshah prophesied
against Jehoshaphat saying, “Because you have joined
with Ahaziah, the LORD will tear down your works.” So
the ships were wrecked, so that they were not able to
journey to Tarshish.

So Jehoshaphat slept with his fathers and was
buried with them in the City of David, and Jeho-

ram his son ruled in his place. 22 And he had brothers,
sons of Jehoshaphat king of Israel, Azariah, Jehiel,
Zechariah, Azariahu, Michael, and Shephatiah. 33 And
their father gave them great gifts of silver, gold, and
excellent items, along with fortified cities in Judah, but
he gave the kingdom to Jehoram because he was the
firstborn.

JehorJehoram, King of Judaham, King of Judah
2Ki 8:16–24

44 Then Jehoram rose up over the kingdom of his fa-
ther and he became strong. And he killed all his broth-
ers with the sword and even some of the officials in Is-
rael. 55 Now Jehoram was thirty-two years old when he
began as king, and he reigned eight years in
Jerusalem. 66 And he walked in the ways of the kings of
Israel as those from the house of Ahab did, for the
daughter of Ahab was the wife of Jehoram. And he did
evil in the eyes of the LORD . 77 But the LORD was not
willing to destroy the house of David because of the
covenant that He made with David, and because He
said that He would give a lamp to David and his sons
for all days.

88 In the days of Jehoram, Edom revolted from being
under the hand of Judah, and they set a king for them-
selves. 99 So Jehoram passed over to the Edomite terri-
tory with his commanders and all his chariots, and it
happened that he rose up at night and struck the
Edomites, who had surrounded him and his chariot
commanders. 1010 So Edom revolted from being under
the hand of Judah until this day.

At that time Libnah also revolted from being under
their rule, because Jehoram had abandoned the LORD
God of his fathers. 1111 He even made high places in the
hill country of Judah and caused those in Jerusalem to
be like prostitutes, and he led Judah astray.

1212 And a letter came to him from Elijah the prophet,
saying,
“Thus says the LORD God of David your father: Be-
cause you have not walked in the ways of Jehoshaphat
your father, or in the ways of Asa king of Judah, 1313 but
have walked in the way of the kings of Israel, and have
led Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem into whore-
dom, as the house of Ahab led Israel into whoredom,
and also have killed your brothers, those of your fa-
ther’s house, who were better than you, 1414 the LORD
will bring a great plague on your people, your chil-
dren, your wives, and all your possessions; 1515 and you
will have great sickness with a disease of your in-
testines, until your intestines come out because of the
disease, day by day.”

1616 Then the LORD stirred up the spirit of the
Philistines against Jehoram and also the Arabians who
were near the Cushites. 1717 And they went up against Ju-
dah and broke through, and they took every posses-
sion found in the palace of the king, even his sons and
wives, so that no son was left with him except his
youngest AhaziahAhaziah .

The Death of JehorThe Death of Jehoramam
1818 And after all this, the LORD struck him in his en-

trails with an incurable disease. 1919 And it happened af-
ter many days, at the end of two years, his entrails
came out due to his disease, so he died by a despica-
ble disease. And his people did not make for him a
memorialmemorial fire like the fire for his fathers.

2020 He was thirty-two when he began to reign, and he
reigned eight years in Jerusalem. And he departed
with no one’s regret. They buried him in the City of
David, but not in the tombs of the kings.

Ahaziah, King of JudahAhaziah, King of Judah
2Ki 8:25–29; 9:21–29

Then those in Jerusalem made Ahaziah, the
youngest son of Jehoram, king in his place be-

cause the raiding party, those coming with the Arabi-
ans to the camp, killed all the older sons. So Ahaziah
the son of Jehoram reigned in Jerusalem.

22 Now Ahaziah was forty-two years †† old when he be-
gan to reign, but he only reigned one year in
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Jerusalem. The name of his mother was Athaliah, a
granddaughter of Omri.

33 And he also walked in the ways of the house of
Ahab because his mother was the one counseling him
to do evil. 44 And he also did what was evil in the eyes of
the LORD , like the house of Ahab, for they served as
his counselors after his father JehorJehoramam died, which ledled
to his destruction. 55 Even Ahaziah walked in their coun-
sel and went with Jehoram the son of Ahab king of Is-
rael to war against Hazael king of Aram at Ramoth
Gilead. And the Arameans wounded Joram, 66 and the
king returned to Jezreel to heal from the wounds that
he sustained in Ramah where he fought against Haza-
el king of Aram.

Then Ahaziah the son of Jehoram king of Judah went
down to see Joram the son of Ahab in Jezreel because
he was wounded.

77 And it was from God that a downfall would happen
to Ahaziah in regard to his visit with Joram. And when
he arrived he went out with Joram to see Jehu the son
of Nimshi, whom the LORD anointed to cut off the
house of Ahab. 88 And it happened that when Jehu was
acting in judgment with the house of Ahab that he
found the rulers of Judah and the sons of the brothers
of Ahaziah, who were serving Ahaziah, and Jehu killed
them. 99 He sought out Ahaziah, and they captured him
while he hid in Samaria, and they brought him to Jehu,
and they put him to death. And they buried him be-
cause they said, “He is the grandson of Jehoshaphat
who sought the LORD with all his heart.” And there
was no one from the house of Ahaziah strong enough
to retain the kingdom.

Athaliah Seizes the ThrAthaliah Seizes the Throneone
2Ki 11:1–21

1010 So when Athaliah the mother of Ahaziah saw that
her son was dead, she rose up and mounted a cam-
paign to destroy all the royal offspring of the house of
Judah. 1111 But Jehoshabeath, †† the daughter of the king,
took Joash the son of Ahaziah and stole him away
from the king’s sons who were going to be put to
death, and she placed him and his nurse in a bed
chamber. So Jehoshabeath, the daughter of King Jeho-
ram and wife of Jehoiada the priest (since she was a
sister of Ahaziah), hid Joash from Athaliah. And she did
not put the rrooyal childyal child to death. 1212 And he was hidden
away with them in the house of God for six years. And
Athaliah ruled over the land.

Joash, King of JudahJoash, King of Judah

Then in the seventh year Jehoiada strengthened
himself and made a covenant with the comman-

ders over hundreds: Azariah the son of Jeroham, Ish-
mael the son of Jehohanan, Azariah the son of Obed,
Maaseiah the son of Adaiah, and Elishaphat the son of
Zikri. 22 And they went throughout Judah and gathered

† 2Ki 8:26 reads twenty-two years. † Jehosheba in 2Ki 11:2.

the Levites from all the cities of Judah and even the
heads of the fathers’ houses in Israel. Then they all
came to Jerusalem.

33 So the whole assembly made a covenant with the
king in the house of God, and JehoiadaJehoiada said to them,
“The king’s son will reign, as the LORD has said of the
sons of David. 44 And this is the thing that you all will
do: A third of you all from the priests and Levites who
come on the Sabbath will be gatekeepers, 55 one-third
will be at the palace of the king and another third at
the Foundation Gate. And all the people will be in the
courts of the house of the LORD . 66 And may no one
enter the house of the LORD except the priests and
those Levites who are serving. Those can enter be-
cause they are holy, but all the people will keep their
assigned duty of the LORD . 77 Then the Levites will sur-
round the king, each man with his weapon in his hand,
and whoever enters the house will be put to death.
They will be with the king when he enters and leaves.”

88 The Levites and all Judah did everything that Jehoia-
da the priest commanded. Each brought his men, who
were to come on duty on the Sabbath, with those who
were to go off duty on the Sabbath, because Jehoiada
the priest did not dismiss the divisions. 99 Then Jehoia-
da the priest gave to the commanders of hundreds
the spears and the large and small shields which had
been King David’s, which were in the house of God.
1010 Then he set all the people around the king, each
man with his weapon in hand, from the south side to
the north side of the temple, from the altar to the tem-
ple.

1111 Then they brought out the son of the king and set
on him the crown and the testimony and they pro-
claimed him as king. So Jehoiada and his sons anoint-
ed him and said, “Long live the king!”

The Death of AthaliahThe Death of Athaliah
1212 And when Athaliah heard the sound of the people

running and praising the king, she went toward the
people in the temple of the LORD . 1313 And she saw the
king standing by the pillar at the entrance with the of-
ficials and trumpeters next to the king, and all of the
people of the land were rejoicing and blowing trum-
pets, and singers with their instruments with songs
were offering up praise. Then Athaliah tore her gar-
ments and yelled, “Treachery! Treachery!”

1414 Then Jehoiada the priest brought out the comman-
ders over hundreds, those entrusted over the army,
and said to them, “Bring her out between the ranks,
and let whoever follows her be killed with the sword.”
For the priest said, “Do not put her to death in the
house of the LORD .” 1515 So they seized her, and she
went to the entrance of the Horse Gate of the king’s
palace, and they put her to death there.

1616 And Jehoiada made a covenant between himself,
the people, and the king that they would be a people
dedicateddedicated to the LORD . 1717 Then all the people went to
the temple of Baal, and they tore it down along with
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its altars, and they shattered its images. And Mattan
the priest of Baal, they killed before the altars.

1818 Then Jehoiada placed guards at the house of the
LORD , under the supervision of the priests, the
Levites whom David allotted for the house of the
LORD to make burnt offerings to the LORD as is writ-
ten in the Law of Moses, with rejoicing and music, ac-
cording to the direction of David. 1919 And he set the
gatekeepers at the gates of the house of the LORD so
that no one might enter who was in any manner un-
clean.

2020 Then he took the commanders over hundreds, the
nobles, those in authority over the people, and all the
people of the land, and they brought down the king
from the house of the LORD . And they went through
the Upper Gate of the palace of the king, and they
brought the king to sit on the royal throne. 2121 And all
the people of the land rejoiced. And the city had peace
when they put Athaliah to death with the sword.

Joash Repairs the TJoash Repairs the Templeemple
2Ki 12:1–21

Now Joash †† was seven years old when he start-
ed his reign, and he was king in Jerusalem for

forty years. The name of his mother was Zibiah of
Beersheba. 22 Joash did what was correct in the eyes of
the LORD all the days of Jehoiada the priest. 33 And Je-
hoiada gave JoashJoash two wives, and he had sons and
daughters.

44 And it happened after this that it was in the heart
of Joash to restore the house of the LORD . 55 So he as-
sembled the priests and Levites to speak with them,
“Go out to the cities of Judah and collect money from
all Israel to fortify the house of your God, what is nec-
essary each year. Now hurry with this matter.” But the
Levites delayed.

66 So the king called Jehoiada, who was head over
this, and said to him, “Why have you not required from
the Levites that they bring in from Judah and
Jerusalem the tax levied by Moses, the servant of the
LORD , for the congregation of Israel for the tent of
the testimony?”

77 For the sons of Athaliah, the wicked woman, had
broken into the house of God and even used all the
holy items of the house of the LORD for Baal worshipworship .

88 Then the king spoke, and they made a chest, and
put it outside the gate of the house of the LORD .
99 And they gave a report in Judah and Jerusalem to
bring in to the LORD a tax levied by Moses the servant
of God on Israel in the wilderness. 1010 So all the officials
and people rejoiced, and they brought in the monethe moneyy
and cast it into the chest until it was full. 1111 And it hap-
pened that at the time the Levites brought the chest to
the guards of the king that there was a large amount
of money. So the king’s scribe and head priest’s com-
missioner would bring it and empty the chest and
then take it and return it to its place. They continued

† Jehoash in 2Ki 12:1.

to do this every day and collected a great amount of
money. 1212 So the king and Jehoiada gave it to those do-
ing a work of labor on the house of the LORD . And
they hired masons and craftsmen to repair the house
of the LORD , and even metal workers in iron and
bronze to fortify the house of the LORD .

1313 So the workmen worked, and the work was com-
pleted by them. They restored the house of God to its
specifications and strengthened it. 1414 When they had
finished, they brought the rest of the money before
the king and Jehoiada, who made vessels for the
house of the LORD , vessels for serving and for mak-
ing burnt offerings, spoons and vessels of gold and sil-
ver. They continually offered burnt offerings in the
house of the LORD all the days of Jehoiada.

1515 Then Jehoiada became old and full of days and
died. He was one hundred and thirty years old when
he died. 1616 So they buried him in the City of David with
the kings, because he had done good in Israel, both
toward God and His house.

The Wickedness of JoashThe Wickedness of Joash
1717 After the death of Jehoiada the officials of Judah

came and paid homage to the king. At that time the
king listened to them. 1818 Then they abandoned the
house of the LORD and God of their fathers, and they
served the Asherah poles and idols. And divinedivine wrath
was on Judah and Jerusalem because of this guilt.
1919 And GodGod sent prophets to return them to the LORD .
These warned the peoplepeople , but they would not listen.

2020 Then the Spirit of God clothed Zechariah the son of
Jehoiada the priest, and he stood above the people
saying, “Thus says God: Why are you transgressing the
commandments of the LORD so that you all will not be
successful? Because you all have abandoned the LORD
, He has abandoned you.”

2121 But they plotted against him, and at the command
of the king they all stoned him in the court of the
house of the LORD . 2222 And Joash the king did not re-
member the kindness that Jehoiada the father of
Zechariah had shown him, but killed his son. As he
was dying, he said, “May the LORD see and avenge!”

The Death of JoashThe Death of Joash
2323 And it happened that at the turn of the year the

army of Aram came up against Joash. They came to Ju-
dah and Jerusalem and destroyed all the officials of
the people, and they sent all their plunder to the king
of Damascus. 2424 Though the Aramean army came with
a few men, the LORD delivered into their hand a very
great Judean army because they abandoned the LORD
God of their fathers. So they enacted judgment on
Joash. 2525 When they left him (for they abandoned him
with severe wounds) his own servants plotted against
him because of the blood of the son of Jehoiada the
priest. So they killed him on his bed. So he died, and
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they buried him in the City of David, but they did not
bury him in the tombs of the kings.

2626 And those who conspired against him were Zabad
the son of Shimeath the Ammonite and Jehozabad the
son of Shimrith the Moabite. 2727 Accounts of his sons
and of the many oracles against him and of the re-
building of the house of God are written in the annals
of the kings. And Amaziah his son ruled in his place.

Amaziah, King of JudahAmaziah, King of Judah
2Ki 14:1–20

Amaziah was twenty-five years old when he was
king, and he reigned twenty-nine years in

Jerusalem. The name of his mother was Jehoaddan
from Jerusalem. 22 He did what was correct in the eyes
of the LORD , only not with a complete heart. 33 And it
happened that when the kingdom was firmly his that
he killed his servants, those who struck down his fa-
ther King Joash. 44 But he did not put to death their chil-
dren because, as it is written in the Law in the Book of
Moses, as the LORD commanded, “You will not put to
death the fathers for their children’s actionsactions nor the
children will you put to death for their fathers’ actions,actions,
for every man will be put to death for his own sin.”

Slaughter of the EdomitesSlaughter of the Edomites
55 Then Amaziah assembled Judah and set over them

according to the house of the fathers commanders of
thousands and hundreds in all Judah and Benjamin,
and he appointed men who were twenty years old and
above. And they found three hundred thousand choice
men fit for war and able to use a long spear and large
shield. 66 And he hired out from Israel one hundred
thousand mighty men of war for one hundred talents ††

of silver.
77 Then a man of God came to him saying, “O king, do

not let the army of Israel come with you because the
LORD is not with Israel or with any of the sons of
Ephraim. 88 But if you go, do it. Be strong for the battle.
Yet God shall make you fall before the enemy, for God
has power to help and to bring down.”

99 Then Amaziah said to the man of God, “So what
should I do about the one hundred talents of silver
that I gave to the military party from Israel?”

And the man of God responded, “The LORD has
more to give to you than this.”

1010 So Amaziah dismissed the military party that came
to him from Ephraim to return to their place. And they
were very angry with Judah and returned to their place
in a great rage.

1111 But Amaziah strengthened himself and led his
people, and he journeyed to the Valley of Salt and
struck down ten thousand of the people of Seir. 1212 And
the people of Judah took captive another ten thousand
alive and brought them to the top of a cliff and threw

† About 33/4 tons, or 3.4 metric tons; also in v. 9.

them from the top of the rock so that they were all
dashed to pieces.

1313 But the men of the military party that Amaziah
turned back from going with him in battle raided the
cities of Judah from Samaria to Beth Horon. They
struck down three thousand JudeansJudeans and took a great
amount of plunder.

1414 And it happened after Amaziah came back from
striking down the Edomites, he brought back the gods
of the people from Seir and set them up as gods for
himself. He worshipped them and gave them sacri-
fices. 1515 So the LORD was greatly angry with Amaziah,
and He sent a prophet to the kingking . And he said, “Why
do you seek from the gods of the people who were
not even able to deliver the people from your hand?”

1616 But while the prprophetophet was speaking, the kingking said,
“Have we made you a counselor to the king? Stop!
Why should you be struck down?”

The prophet refrained, but he said, “I know that God
has determined to destroy you because you have
done this and not heeded my advice.”

IsrIsrael Defeats Judahael Defeats Judah
1717 Then Amaziah king of Judah received advice and

sent for Jehoash †††† the son of Jehoahaz, the son of Jehu
king of Israel, saying, “Come, let us meet together.”

1818 So Jehoash king of Israel sent a messagemessage for
Amaziah king of Judah saying, “A thistle in Lebanon
sent for a cedar in Lebanon stating, ‘Give your daugh-
ter to my son as a wife.’ Then an animal of the field in
Lebanon passed by and trampled the thistle. 1919 You say
that you have struck down Edom, and your heart lifts
you up in arrogance. Now remain in your palace. Why
do you provoke disaster so that you fall, you and Ju-
dah with you?”

2020 But Amaziah would not listen because this was
from God so that He might give them into the hand of
JehoashJehoash because AmaziahAmaziah had sought after the gods
of Edom. 2121 So Jehoash king of Israel went up, and they
faced each other, he and Amaziah king of Judah, at
Beth Shemesh, which is in Judah. 2222 And Judah was
struck down by Israel, and each man fled to his home.
2323 So at Beth Shemesh, Jehoash king of Israel seized
Amaziah king of Judah the son of Joash, the son of
Ahaziah. And they brought him to Jerusalem and
broke through the walls of the city from the Ephraim
Gate to the Corner Gate, a section of four hundred cu-
bits. ‡‡2424 And JehoashJehoash took all the gold and silver and all
the vessels that were found in the house of God with
Obed-Edom, even the treasures of the palace of the
king and hostages. Then he returned to Samaria.

The Death of AmaziahThe Death of Amaziah
2525 And Amaziah, the son of Joash king of Judah, lived

fifteen years more after the death of Jehoash, the son
†† Heb. text has a Joash, but JehoashJehoash

‡ About 600 feet, or 180
meters.

2 CHRONICLES 24:26 333 2 CHRONICLES 25:25



2626

2727

of Jehoahaz king of Israel. 2626 Now the rest of the acts of
Amaziah, from first to last, are they not written in the
book of the kings of Judah and Israel? 2727 From the time
when Amaziah turned aside from the LORD , they plot-
ted a conspiracy against him in Jerusalem, and he fled
to Lachish. Then they sent for him and put him to
death in Lachish. 2828 They brought him on horses and
buried him with his fathers in the City of David in Ju-
dah.

Uzziah, King of JudahUzziah, King of Judah
2Ki 14:21–22; 15:1–7

And all the people of Judah took Uzziah †† and
made him king in the place of his father Amazi-

ah when he was sixteen years old. 22 He built Eloth and
restored it to Judah after AmaziahAmaziah the king slept with
his fathers.

33 Uzziah was sixteen years old when he began to
reign, and he was king in Jerusalem for fifty-two years.
The name of his mother was Jekoliah from Jerusalem.
44 And he did what was correct in the eyes of the LORD
as everything his father Amaziah had done. 55 And he
sought after God in the days of Zechariah, the one
who instructed him in the fear of the LORD . And in
the days that he sought after the LORD , God caused
him to succeed.

66 He went out to make war with the Philistines, and
he broke through the walls at Gath and Jabneh and
Ashdod. Then he built cities in Ashdod and among the
Philistines. 77 And God brought him aid against the
Philistines and Arabians, those living in Gur Baal, and
the Meunites. 88 And the Ammonites gave a gift to Uzzi-
ah, and his name spread even to the border of Egypt
because he became quite powerful.

99 Uzziah built towers in Jerusalem at the Corner Gate,
at the Valley Gate, and at the corner buttress; and he
fortified them. 1010 And he built towers in the wilderness,
and he dug out many cisterns because he had a large
amount of livestock, both in the lowland Shephelah
and in the plain. He also had workers in the fields and
vineyards in the hills and fertile orchards, for he loved
agriculture.

1111 And Uzziah had an army prepared for battle, those
who went out for war as companies in the number of
their divisions by the appointment of Jeiel the scribe,
and Maaseiah the officer, and Hananiah a commander
of the king. 1212 The total number of chief officers of the
mighty men of valor was two thousand six hundred.
1313 And under their hand was a mighty army of three
hundred and seven thousand five hundred who were
able to go to battle as a strong army and to help the
king against his enemies. 1414 And Uzziah prepared for
the entire army shields, long spears, helmets, scale ar-
mor, bows, and slings for stones. 1515 In Jerusalem he
made war machines by skilled men to be placed on
towers and corners to shoot arrows and large stones.

† Also known as Azariah in 2Ki 15.

And his name went out for a great distance. He re-
ceived great help until he was even more powerful.

UzziahUzziah’’s Punishment for Prides Punishment for Pride
1616 And as he grew strong, his heart grew more proud,

leading to his destruction. Then he acted unfaithfully
against the LORD his God, for he entered the temple
main hall of the LORD to burn incense on the altar.
1717 But Azariah the priest entered in after him, and with
him were eighty priests of the LORD —men of valor.
1818 And they stood against King Uzziah and said to him,
“It is not for you, Uzziah, to burn incense to the LORD
for it is for the priests, the sons of Aaron, who are con-
secrated to burn incense. Leave from the sanctuary
because you have been unfaithful, and there will be no
honor for you from the LORD God.”

1919 Then Uzziah was enraged, and in his hand was a
censer for incense. And when he became angry with
the priests, leprosy appeared on his forehead in front
of the priests in the house of the LORD , near the altar
of incense. 2020 Then Azariah the head priest and all the
priests turned to him, and he had leprosy on his fore-
head; and they hastened to remove him from there,
and he also hurried to leave because the LORD had
struck him.

2121 So King Uzziah had leprosy until the day of his
death. He dwelt in a separate house with his uncleanunclean
disease because he was cut off from the house of the
LORD . Then Jotham his son was over the house of the
king, and he governed the people of the land.

2222 Now the remainder of the acts of Uzziah, from be-
ginning to end, Isaiah the prophet, son of Amoz, has
written themthem . 2323 So Uzziah slept with his fathers, and
they buried him with his fathers in the burial field be-
longing to the kings because they said, “He is a leper.”
And Jotham his son ruled in his place.

Jotham, King of JudahJotham, King of Judah
2Ki 15:33–38

Jotham was twenty-five years old when he be-
gan as king, and he reigned sixteen years in

Jerusalem. The name of his mother was Jerushah the
daughter of Zadok. 22 And he did what was correct in
the eyes of the LORD just as his father Uzziah had
done. However, he did not enter the temple of the
LORD . But the people continued acting corruptly.
33 And he built the Upper Gate of the house of the
LORD , and he built much on the wall of Ophel. 44 And
he built cities in the hill country of Judah, and on the
wooded heights he built citadels and towers.

55 He made war with the king of the Ammonites and
prevailed against them. That year the Ammonites gave
to him one hundred talents †††† of silver, ten thousand
kors ‡‡ of wheat, and ten thousand kors ‡†‡† of barley. The

†† About 33/4 tons, or 3.4 metric tons. ‡ Likely about 1,800
tons, or 1,600 metric tons of wheat. ‡† Likely about 1,500 tons, or
1,350 metric tons of barley.
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Ammonites paid him the same amount in the second
and third years as well.

66 So Jotham was strengthened because he estab-
lished his ways before the LORD his God.

77 And the remainder of the acts of Jotham, all his
wars and ways, are written in the book of the kings of
Israel and Judah. 88 He was twenty-five years old when
he began to reign, and he was king for sixteen years in
Jerusalem. 99 And Jotham slept with his fathers, and
they buried him in the City of David. And Ahaz his son
reigned in his place.

Ahaz, King of JudahAhaz, King of Judah
2Ki 16:1–20

Ahaz was twenty years old when he began to
reign, and he was king in Jerusalem for sixteen

years. And he did not do what was correct in the eyes
of the LORD as David his father. 22 And he walked in the
ways of the kings of Israel, and he cast images for Baal
worship. 33 And he made sacrifices in the Valley of Ben
Hinnom, and he burned his sons in the fire according
to the detestable acts of the nations that the LORD
had displaced before the sons of Israel. 44 He even
made sacrifices and offered incense on the high
places of the hills and under every green tree.

Judah DefeatedJudah Defeated
55 So the LORD his God gave him into the hand of the

king of Aram. They struck AhazAhaz and took captive many
prisoners and brought them to Damascus.

He was even given into the hand of the king of Is-
rael, and he attacked AhazAhaz with a great slaughter.
66 And Pekah the son of Remaliah killed one hundred
and twenty thousand in Judah in one day, and they
were all strong men, but they abandoned the LORD
God of their fathers. 77 And Zikri, a mighty warrior from
Ephraim, killed Maaseiah the son of the king, and
Azrikam the official of the palace, and Elkanah second
to the king. 88 And the sons of Israel took captive two
hundred thousand of their kin, women, sons, and
daughters. They also took much plunder and brought
the plunder to Samaria.

99 And there was a prophet there whose name was
Oded, and he went out to the army as it approached
Samaria and said to them, “See that the anger of the
LORD God of your fathers is against Judah, and He
gave them into your hand, and you all have killed
them in a rage that has reached even to heaven.
1010 And now you are planning to subdue for yourselves
the people of Judah and Jerusalem as male and female
slaves. Do you all not surely have among you guilt be-
fore the LORD your God? 1111 And now listen to me. Re-
turn the captives whom you have taken captive from
your relatives because the burning wrath of the LORD
is on you all.”

1212 And some men who were heads of the people of
Ephraim rose up before those coming from the war:
Azariah the son of Jehohanan, Berekiah the son of

Meshillemoth, Jehizkiah the son of Shallum, and
Amasa the son of Hadlai. 1313 And they said, “You will not
bring the captives here, for guilt from the LORD will be
on us, and you plan to add to our sin and guilt. Our
guilt is great, and there is alralreadyeady a burning anger
against Israel.”

1414 So the soldiers left the captives and spoil before
the officials and all the assembly. 1515 Then the men who
were designated by name took the captives andand
clothed those who were naked from the plunder. So
they clothed them, gave them sandals, offered them
food and drink, anointed them with oil, and led them
on donkeys, even all those who stumbled. They
brought them to Jericho, the city of palm trees, which
was near their kinsmen. Then the officialsofficials returned to
Samaria.

1616 At that time King Ahaz sent to the king of Assyria
for help. 1717 The Edomites continually came and struck
Judah and carried off captives. 1818 Even the Philistines
made raids on the cities of the lowlands of the Shep-
helah and the Negev of Judah. And they captured Beth
Shemesh, Aijalon, Gederoth, Soko and its villages, Tim-
nah and its villages, and Gimzo and its villages; and
they settled there. 1919 For the LORD humbled Judah be-
cause of Ahaz king of Judah, for he allowed depravity
to spread in Judah and continually transgressed
against the LORD . 2020 So Tiglath-Pileser king of Assyria
came against him, but he brought him distress and
not strength. 2121 For Ahaz took a portion from the
house of the LORD and palace of the king and the offi-
cials, and he gave it to the king of Assyria, but the king
did not help Ahaz.

The Death of AhazThe Death of Ahaz
2222 And at the time that he was oppressed he in-

creased in unfaithfulness against the LORD . 2323 So he
sacrificed to the gods of Damascus that had devastat-
ed him, for he said, “Because the gods of the kings of
Aram have helped them, I will sacrifice to them so that
they might help me.” But they were his downfall in Ju-in Ju-
dahdah and the downfall for all of Israel.

2424 And Ahaz gathered the vessels from the house of
God, and he cut up the vessels. Then he shut the
doors of the house of the LORD , and he made altars
in every corner of Jerusalem. 2525 Then in every city in Ju-
dah he made high places to make offerings to other
gods. So he provoked the LORD God of his fathers.

2626 Now the remainder of the acts and all his ways,
from first to last, are written in the book of the kings
of Judah and Israel. 2727 So Ahaz slept with his fathers,
and they buried him in the city of Jerusalem because
they did not bring him to the tombs of the kings of Is-
rael. Then Hezekiah his son was king in his place.

HeHezekiah, King of Judahzekiah, King of Judah
2Ki 18:2–3

Hezekiah was twenty-five years old when he be-
gan to reign, and he was king in Jerusalem for
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twenty-nine years. The name of his mother was Abijah
†† the daughter of Zechariah. 22 And he did what was
correct in the eyes of the LORD just as his father David
had done.

HeHezekiah Cleanses the Tzekiah Cleanses the Templeemple
33 And in the first year and first month of his reign he

opened the doors of the house of the LORD and re-
stored them. 44 He then brought in the priests and
Levites and gathered them in the square on the east-
ern side 55 and said to them, “Listen to me, Levites.
Consecrate yourselves and consecrate the house of
the LORD God of your fathers. And bring out the de-
testable things from the holy sanctuary. 66 For our fa-
thers have acted unfaithfully and have done what is
evil in the eyes of the LORD our God, and they have
abandoned Him. They have turned their face from the
sanctuary of the LORD and have turned their back.
77 They also shut the doors of the vestibule and have
extinguished the lamps, nor have they burned incense
or burnt offerings in the Holy Place to the God of Is-
rael. 88 Therefore the wrath of the LORD has come on
Judah and Jerusalem for a terror, horror, and scorn as
you all can see with your own eyes. 99 Observe, our fa-
thers have fallen by the sword, and now our sons,
daughters, and wives are in captivity for all this. 1010 Now
it is in my heart to make a covenant with the LORD
God of Israel so that His burning anger might turn
away from us. 1111 My people, do not now be negligent
for the LORD has chosen you all to stand in His pres-
ence, to serve Him, and to be ministers and make sac-
rifices for Him.”

1212 Then the Levites arose:
from the Kohathites,
Mahath son of Amasai and Joel son of Azariah;

from the Merarites,
Kish son of Abdi and Azariah son of Jehallelel;

from the Gershonites,
Joah son of Zimmah and Eden son of Joah;

1313 from the descendants of Elizaphan,
Shimri and Jeiel;

from the descendants of Asaph,
Zechariah and Mattaniah;

1414 from the descendants of Heman,
Jehiel and Shimei;

from the descendants of Jeduthun,
Shemaiah and Uzziel.

1515 So they gathered their brothers together and con-
secrated themselves and entered in as the king com-
manded by the words of the LORD in order to cleanse
the house of the LORD . 1616 Then the priests came into
the inner part of the house of the LORD to cleanse it,
and they removed everything that they found that was
unclean in the main hall of the temple of the LORD to
the court. And the Levites took those things and
brought them out to the Kidron Valley. 1717 They began
to consecrate themselves on the first day of the first

† Or Abi in 2Ki 18:2.

month, and on the eighth day of the month they en-
tered the vestibule of the LORD . They consecrated the
house of the LORD for eight days. Then on the six-
teenth day of the first month they completed the taskthe task .

1818 Then they came toward Hezekiah the king and
said, “We have cleaned the entire house of the LORD ,
the altar of burnt offerings and all its utensils, and the
table for showbread and all its utensils. 1919 All the ves-
sels that King Ahaz discarded from use during his
reign in his treachery we have prepared and conse-
crated. They are before the altar of the LORD .”

HeHezekiah Restorzekiah Restores Tes Temple Wemple Worshiporship
2020 So King Hezekiah got up early and gathered the of-

ficials of the city and went up to the house of the
LORD . 2121 And he brought seven bulls, seven rams, sev-
en lambs, and seven male goats for a sin offering for
the kingdom, sanctuary, and Judah. Then he com-
manded the priests, the sons of Aaron, to offer them
up on the altar of the LORD . 2222 So they slaughtered
the bulls, and the priests took their blood and sprin-
kled it on the altar and then slaughtered the rams and
sprinkled their blood on the altar. They did the same
for the lambs. 2323 And they brought the male goats for a
sin offering before the king and the assembly, and
they placed their hands on the goatsthe goats . 2424 And the
priests slaughtered them and purified the altar with
their blood to provide atoning reconciliation for all Is-
rael because the king said that the burnt offering and
sin offering would be for all Israel.

2525 And he set the Levites at the house of the LORD
with cymbals, harps, and lyres according to the com-
mandment of David, and Gad the seer of the king, and
Nathan the prophet. For the commandment came
from the LORD through His prophets. 2626 So the Levites
stood with the instruments of David and the priests
with the trumpets.

2727 Then Hezekiah gave the command to offer the
burnt offering on the altar. When they started the
burnt offering, the song of the LORD began also, with
the trumpets and the instruments of David, king of Is-
rael. 2828 The entire assembly worshipped, the singers
sang, and the trumpeters sounded. All of this took
place until the burnt offering was finished.

2929 When the burnt offering was finished, the king and
all those with him bowed down and worshipped.
3030 Then Hezekiah the king and the officials ordered the
Levites to praise the LORD with the words of David
and Asaph the seer. So they praised with gladness and
bowed down to worship.

3131 Then Hezekiah responded, “Now you have dedicat-
ed yourselves to the LORD . Come near and bring sac-
rifices and thank offerings to the house of the LORD .”
So the assembly brought sacrifices and thank offer-
ings, and all who had a willing heart brought burnt of-
ferings.

3232 The number of the burnt offerings that the assem-
bly brought was seventy bulls, one hundred rams, and
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3131

two hundred lambs; all these were for a burnt offering
to the LORD . 3333 The consecrated animals were six hun-
dred bulls and three thousand sheep. 3434 However there
were too few priests, and they were not able to skin
the burnt offerings. But their brothers the Levites
helped them until the work was finished and more
priests consecrated themselves, for the Levites were
more upright in heart to consecrate themselves than
the priests. 3535 Also burnt offerings were in abundance
with the fat of the peace offerings and the drink offer-
ings for the burnt offerings.

So the service of the house of the LORD was set in
order. 3636 Then Hezekiah and all the people rejoiced
that God had prepared the people, since the events
happened suddenly.

HeHezekiah Celebrzekiah Celebrates the Passoates the Passoverver

And Hezekiah sent word to all Israel and Judah.
He even wrote letters to Ephraim and Man-

asseh, that they come to the house of the LORD in
Jerusalem to keep the Passover to the LORD God of Is-
rael. 22 The king counseled with his officials and all the
assembly in Jerusalem to have the Passover in the sec-
ond month. 33 For they were not able to have it at the
appropriate time of the first monthof the first month because a suffi-
cient amount of priests had not consecrated them-
selves, nor had the people assembled yet in
Jerusalem. 44 And this matter was pleasing in the eyes
of the king and all the assembly. 55 So they decreed to
make a proclamation throughout all Israel, from Beer-
sheba to Dan, that they come to keep the Passover to
the LORD God of Israel in Jerusalem, for the multitudemultitude
of peopleof people did not do as it was written.

66 So couriers ran throughout all Israel and Judah with
a letter from the hand of the king and his officials as a
command from the king:
“Sons of Israel, return to the LORD of Abraham, Isaac,
and Israel that He might turn to the remnant who has
escaped from the king of Assyria. 77 Do not act like your
fathers and brothers who were faithless before the
LORD God of their fathers, and He appointed them for
horror, as you observe. 88 So now do not harden your
necks as your fathers, but give yourselves to the LORD
and come to the sanctuary that He has consecrated
permanently. Serve the LORD your God so that His
burning anger might turn away from you all. 99 Because
if you return to the LORD , your brothers and children
will find compassion before those who have taken
them captive, in order to return you to this land. For
the LORD your God is gracious and compassionate. He
will not turn His face from you if you all return to Him.”

1010 So the couriers ran from city to city in the land of
Ephraim and Manasseh and up to Zebulun, but thethe
peoplepeople laughed at them and mocked them. 1111 However
some men from Asher, Manasseh, and Zebulun hum-
bled themselves and journeyed to Jerusalem. 1212 And
even in Judah the hand of God was on them to give

them one heart to do the commandment of the king
and officials by the word of the LORD .

1313 And many people assembled in Jerusalem to have
the Feast of Unleavened Bread in the second month.
There was a very large assembly. 1414 They went out and
removed the altars that were in Jerusalem, and they
took away all the incense altars and threw themthem into
the Kidron Valley.

1515 They slaughtered the Passover lamb on the four-
teenth day of the second month. The priests and
Levites were ashamed, and they consecrated them-
selves and brought in burnt offerings to the house of
the LORD . 1616 They stood at their places according to
the Law of Moses, the man of God; the priests sprin-
kled the blood they received from the hands of the
Levites. 1717 For there were many in the assembly who
had consecrated themselves, so the Levites slaugh-
tered the Passover lamb for those who were not clean
in order to consecrate the peoplethe people to the LORD . 1818 For a
multitude of the people—many from Ephraim, Man-
asseh, Issachar, and Zebulun—had not purified them-
selves. For they ate of the Passover contrary to what
was written. But Hezekiah prayed over them saying,
“The LORD is good, and may He pardon 1919 everyone
who sets his heart to seek God, the LORD God of his
fathers, but is not pure according the rules of therules of the holy
sanctuary.” 2020 So the LORD heard Hezekiah and healed
the people.

2121 Then the sons of Israel present in Jerusalem kept
the Feast of Unleavened Bread for seven days with
great joy, and the Levites and priests praised the LORD
every day, singingsinging with loud instruments to the LORD .

2222 Then Hezekiah spoke encouragingly to all the
Levites who taught the good knowledge of the LORD .
So they ate for the appointed seven days, sacrificing
peace offerings and giving thanks to the LORD God of
their fathers.

2323 Then the whole assembly counseled to have the
feastfeast for another seven days, so they had seven more
days of gladness. 2424 For Hezekiah king of Judah lifted
up for the assembly one thousand bulls and seven
thousand sheep. And the officials offered up for the
assembly one thousand bulls and ten thousand sheep.
And a multitude of priests consecrated themselves.
2525 So all the assembly of Judah and the priests and
Levites and all the assembly who came from Israel re-
joiced, even the sojourners who came from the land of
Israel and those who resided in Judah. 2626 And there
was a great rejoicing in Jerusalem, for since the days
of Solomon son of David king of Israel there had not
been anything like this. 2727 Then the priests and Levites
went out and blessed the people, and their voices
were heard. And their prayers came up to His holy
habitation in the heavens.

And when this celebrcelebrationation was finished, all of
Israel that was present went out to the cities of

Judah and smashed the sacred pillars and cut down
the Asherah poles and tore down the high places and
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the altars throughout all Judah and Benjamin, and in
Ephraim and Manasseh, until everything was de-
stroyed. Then all Israel returned to their cities, each
man to his own possession.

TTemple Contributionsemple Contributions
2Ki 18:5–7

22 And Hezekiah set up the divisions of the priests and
Levites according to their divisions, each man as he
worked among the priests and Levites for burnt and
fellowship offerings, to serve, give thanks, and offer
praise at the gates of the camp of the LORD . 33 And the
portion of the king that came from his own posses-
sions was for burnt offerings, those given in the morn-
ing and evening, and those given for Sabbaths, New
Moons, and appointed feasts, as written in the Law of
the LORD . 44 And he ordered those people living in
Jerusalem to give a portion for the priests and Levites,
in order for them to devote themselves to the Law of
the LORD . 55 And when the command spread, the sons
of Israel gave generously the first fruits of grain, wine,
oil, honey, and all the produce of the field. And they
brought in abundance a tenth portion of everything.
66 And the sons of Israel and Judah and all who dwelled
in the cities of Judah also brought in a tenth portion of
cattle and sheep, and a tenth portion of the consecrat-
ed items that were to the LORD their God, and
brought them in and set them in great piles. 77 In the
third month they began to assign the piles of contribu-
tion, and they finished in the seventh month. 88 When
Hezekiah and the officials saw the contribution piles,
they blessed the LORD and His people Israel.

99 Then Hezekiah questioned the priests and Levites
regarding the contribution piles. 1010 Azariah the head
priest from the house of Zadok said, “Since they began
to bring the contributions into the house of the LORD ,
there has been plenty of food and a large amount left
over. For the LORD has blessed His people, and this
great abundance is left over.”

1111 Then Hezekiah ordered them to prepare chambers
in the house of the LORD , and they did this. 1212 They re-
liably brought in the contributions, tenth portions, and
consecrated items. The leader over them was Konani-
ah the Levite, and Shimei his brother was second to
him. 1313 And Jehiel, Azaziah, Nahath, Asahel, Jerimoth,
Jozabad, Eliel, Ismakiah, Mahath, and Benaiah were
supervisors under Konaniah and Shimei his brother by
the appointment of Hezekiah the king and Azariah the
leader of the house of God.

1414 And Kore the son of Imnah the Levite was gate-
keeper for the East Gate and over the voluntary offer-
ings to God, to designate the contributions of the
LORD and most holy offerings. 1515 Eden, Miniamin,
Jeshua, Shemaiah, Amariah, and Shekaniah reliably as-
sisted him in the cities of the priests to distribute the
portions to their brothers by division, both great and
small.

1616 Besides those males registered from three years
old and above, they distributed to all who entered into
the house of the LORD his daily portion, for their ser-
vices according to their duties and their divisions.
1717 The registration of the priests was according to the
house of their fathers and the Levites from twenty
years and above, according to their duties and their di-
visions. 1818 They were registered with all their little chil-
dren, wives, sons, and daughters for the entire assem-
bly for they consecrated themselves in faithfulness.

1919 Also for the sons of Aaron, the priests, who were in
the fields of common land of their cities, there were
men in each city who were designated by name to al-
locate portions to every male among the priests and
to everyone who was registered by genealogy among
the Levites.

2020 Hezekiah did this throughout all Judah, and he did
what was good and just and faithful before the LORD
his God. 2121 And in every deed that he undertook in the
service of the house of God and with the law and com-
mandment to seek out his God, he did this with all his
heart, and he found success.

Sennacherib ThrSennacherib Threatens Jerusalemeatens Jerusalem
2Ki 18:17–35; 19:35–37; Isa 36:2–20; 37:36–38

After these things and these acts of faithful-
ness, Sennacherib king of Assyria came to Judah

and encamped against the fortified cities thinking that
he would break through them for himself. 22 When
Hezekiah observed that Sennacherib had come and
that he turned to war against Jerusalem, 33 he consult-
ed with his officials and military men to stop up the
waters of the springs that were outside the city, and
they helped in this. 44 So, many people assembled and
worked to stop up all the springs and the stream flow-
ing through the area. They reasoned, “Why should the
king of Assyria come and find a great amount of wa-
ter?” 55 He then worked hard to build up all the walls
that were broken down and to raise up towers. Then
he built another wall outside that one and strength-
ened the Millo in the City of David. And he made
weapons and shields in abundance.

66 And he designated commanders for fighting over
the people, and he gathered them to himself at the
open square of the gate of the city and spoke encour-
agingly to them saying, 77 “Be strong and brave. Do not
fear or have terror before the king of Assyria or before
all this army that is with him because there are more
who are with us than with him. 88 With this king is a
strong arm of flesh, but with us is the LORD our God
who will help us and fight our battles.” So the people
leaned on the words of Hezekiah king of Judah.

99 After all this Sennacherib king of Assyria sent his
servants to Jerusalem—while he was at Lachish with
all his military force that was with him—to Hezekiah
king of Judah and to all Judah that was in Jerusalem
stating,
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1010 “Thus says Sennacherib king of Assyria: By what do
you all trust that you remain in a besieged Jerusalem?
1111 Is not Hezekiah leading you all astray to give you
over to death by famine and thirst when he tells you,
‘The LORD our God will deliver us from the hand of the
king of Assyria’? 1212 Has not Hezekiah himself taken
down this god’s high places and altars by ordering Ju-
dah and Jerusalem, ‘You all will bow down at one altar
and on it burn sacrifices’?
1313 “Do you not know what I and my fathers have done
to all the peoples of other lands? Were the gods of the
nations of these lands surely able to rescue their lands
from my hand? 1414 Who from among all the gods of
these nations that my fathers utterly destroyed was
able to rescue his people from my hand? For will your
god be able to rescue you all from my hand? 1515 Now do
not let Hezekiah trick or lead you all astray in this. And
do not believe him, for no god from any nation or
kingdom has been able to deliver his people from my
hand or the hand of my fathers. How much less will
your God deliver you from my hand?”

1616 And his servants continued to speak against the
LORD God and Hezekiah his servant. 1717 He also wrote
letters to insult the LORD God of Israel, speaking
against Him, “As the gods of the nations of other lands
did not rescue their people from my hand, so the god
of Hezekiah will not rescue his people from my hand.”
1818 And they proclaimed it also in a loud voice in the
Judean language against the people of Jerusalem who
were on the wall to frighten and terrify them in order
to capture the city. 1919 They spoke about the God of
Jerusalem like the gods of the other peoples of the
earth, which are only objects made by men’s hands.

The Death of SennacheribThe Death of Sennacherib
2020 So Hezekiah the king and Isaiah the prophet son of

Amoz prayed concerning this. And they called out to
heaven. 2121 So the LORD sent an angel and destroyed
the mighty army, leaders, and officials in the camp of
the king of Assyria. So the king returned in shame to
his own land. When he entered the temple of his god,
some of his sons fell on him there with the sword.

2222 So the LORD saved Hezekiah and the inhabitants
of Jerusalem from the hand of Sennacherib king of As-
syria, and from the hand of all others, and gave them
rest on every side. 2323 Many brought tribute to the
LORD in Jerusalem and choice gifts to Hezekiah king of
Judah so that he was lifted up before the eyes of all
the nations from then on.

HeHezekiahzekiah’’s Prides Pride
2424 In those days Hezekiah became ill even to the

point of death, so he prayed to the LORD . He spoke to
the kingking and gave him a sign. 2525 But Hezekiah did not
make recompense for what was given to him because
his heart was proud. So divinedivine anger was on him, Ju-
dah, and Jerusalem. 2626 Then Hezekiah humbled himself

from his arrogant heart, both he and those who lived
in Jerusalem, and the anger of the LORD did not come
over them in the days of Hezekiah.

2727 And Hezekiah had a vast amount of riches and
honor, and he made treasures for himself from silver,
gold, costly stones, spices, shields, and all types of
precious items. 2828 He made storehouses for the pro-
duce of grain, wine, and oil; and stalls for all types of
livestock and flocks. 2929 He also built cities for himself
and acquired numbers of flocks and herds, for God
had given to him a vast amount of possessions.

3030 And Hezekiah shut up the upper outlet of the wa-
ters of the Gihon and directed them downward to the
western side of the City of David. And Hezekiah found
success in all his works. 3131 But the envoys came from
the officials of Babylon who were sent to him to in-
quire about the sign that had been given in the land.
God left him alonealone in order to test HeHezekiahzekiah , to know
what was in his heart.

The Death of HeThe Death of Hezekiahzekiah
2Ki 20:1–21; Isa 37:21–38; 38:1–8

3232 And the remainder of the acts of Hezekiah and his
kind acts, they are written in the vision of Isaiah the
prophet, son of Amoz, in the book of the kings of Ju-
dah and Israel. 3333 So Hezekiah slept with his fathers,
and they buried him in the upper tombs of the sons of
David. And all those from Judah and those living in
Jerusalem paid him honor at his death. Then Man-
asseh his son reigned in his place.

Manasseh, King of JudahManasseh, King of Judah
2Ki 21:1–18

Manasseh was twelve years old when he be-
came king, and he was king in Jerusalem for

fifty-five years. 22 But he did evil in the sight of the
LORD , according to the abominations of the nations
whom the LORD prpreeviouslyviously cast out before the sons of
Israel. 33 And he turned again to build the high places
that his father Hezekiah had torn down, and he set up
altars to the Baals, and made Asherah poles, and wor-
shipped the starry assembly of heaven and served
them. 44 And he built altars in the house of the LORD
where the LORD said, “In Jerusalem My name will be
perpetual.” 55 And he built altars for the starry assem-
bly of heaven in the two courtyards of the house of
the LORD . 66 He even made his sons pass through the
fire in the Valley of Ben Hinnom; and he had conjurers,
and practitioners of divination and sorcery, and necro-
mancers, and mediums. So he did a great amount of
evil in the eyes of the LORD , so that God was pro-
voked.

77 And he set the carved image of a statue that he
made and put in the house of God where God said to
David and to Solomon his son, “In this house and in
Jerusalem where I have chosen from among all the
tribes of Israel, there I have set My name perpetually.
88 And I will not again remove the foot of Israel from
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the ground that I have designated to your fathers, if
only they will keep on doing everything that I have
commanded them, the whole law, statutes, and judg-
ments from the hand of Moses.” 99 So Manasseh made
Judah and those living in Jerusalem to wander and to
perform more evil than the nations that the LORD de-
stroyed from before Israel.

ManassehManasseh’’s Repentances Repentance
1010 The LORD spoke to Manasseh and his people, but

they did not pay attention. 1111 So the LORD brought on
them the officials of the army of the king of Assyria.
They captured Manasseh with hooks, and they bound
him in bronze chains and led him to Babylon. 1212 And
when he was distressed, he entreated the face of the
LORD his God, and he greatly humbled himself before
the God of his fathers. 1313 And he prayed to GodGod , and
He was moved and responded to his plea and re-
turned him to Jerusalem to his kingdom. Then Man-
asseh knew that the LORD was God.

1414 After this he built an outer wall for the City of
David, west of Gihon, in the valley and toward the en-
trance of the Fish Gate, where it went around Ophel,
and raised it to a very great height. Then he posi-
tioned military commanders in all the fortified cities in
Judah.

1515 And he removed the foreign gods and statues
from the house of the LORD , and all the altars that he
built on the hill of the house of the LORD and
Jerusalem, and he cast them outside the city. 1616 He also
restored the altar of the LORD , and he sacrificed fel-
lowship and thanksgiving offerings, and he ordered
Judah to serve the LORD God of Israel. 1717 However, the
people continued to sacrifice at the high places, but
only to the LORD their God.

The Death of ManassehThe Death of Manasseh
1818 And the remainder of the acts of Manasseh and his

prayer to God and the words of the seers who spoke
to him in the name of the LORD God of Israel are writ-
ten in the annals of the kings of Israel. 1919 And his
prayer and how God received his entreaty, and all his
sin and unfaithfulness, and the sites where he built
high places and where he set up the Asherah poles
and images before he humbled himself, indeed they
are written in the sayings of Hozai. 2020 So Manasseh
slept with his fathers, and they buried him in his
palace, and Amon his son reigned in his place.

Amon, King of JudahAmon, King of Judah
2Ki 21:19–24

2121 And Amon was twenty-two years old when he be-
gan to reign, and he was king for two years in
Jerusalem. 2222 And he did what was evil in the eyes of
the LORD as his father Manasseh had done. And
Amon sacrificed to and served all the idols that Man-
asseh his father had made. 2323 He did not humble him-

self before the LORD as his father humbled himself.
But he increased his guilt all the more.

2424 And his servants plotted against him, and they
killed him in his palace. 2525 Then the people of the land
struck down all those who conspired against King
Amon. The people of the land made Josiah his son
king in his place.

Josiah, King of JudahJosiah, King of Judah
2Ki 22:1–7; 23:4–20

And Josiah was eight years old when he began
to reign, and he was king for thirty-one years in

Jerusalem. 22 And he did what was correct in the eyes of
the LORD , and he walked in the ways of David his fa-
ther and did not turn either to the right or left.

33 And in the eighth year of his reign, while he was
still a young boy, he began to seek out the God of
David his father; and in the twelfth year he began to
cleanse Judah and Jerusalem from high places, Asher-
ah poles, idols, and carved and cast images. 44 So they
tore down the altars for the Baals, and he cut down
the incense altars that were above them and smashed
the Asherah poles and carved and cast images. And he
crushed them to dust and scattered them before the
graves of those who sacrificed to them. 55 Then he
burned the bones of the priests on their altars and so
cleansed Judah and Jerusalem. 66 In the cities of Man-
asseh, Ephraim, and Simeon, and as far as Naphtali, in
their ruins all around, 77 he broke down the altars, beat
Asherah poles and the images into powder, and cut
down all the incense altars throughout all the land of
Israel. Then he returned to Jerusalem.

88 In the eighteenth year of his reign, when he had
purged the land and the house, he sent Shaphan the
son of Azaliah, Maaseiah the governor of the city, and
Joah the son of Joahaz, the recorder, to repair the
house of the LORD his God.

99 When they came to Hilkiah the high priest, they de-
livered the money that was brought into the house of
God, which the Levites, the keepers of the door, had
collected from the hand of Manasseh and Ephraim,
and from all the remnant of Israel, and from all Judah
and Benjamin, and from the inhabitants of Jerusalem.
1010 And they gave it to those appointed to do the work
in the house of the LORD . And those who were doing
the work on the house gave it to repair and restore
the house. 1111 And they gave it to the craftsmen and
builders to acquire quarried stones and timber for
joists and beams for the buildings that the kings of Ju-
dah had ruined.

1212 So the men did the work faithfully. Their overseers
were Jahath and Obadiah the Levites, of the sons of
Merari, and Zechariah and Meshullam, of the sons of
the Kohathites, as supervisors. And other Levites, all
skillful with musical instruments, 1313 were over those la-
borers and supervised all those doing the work in
every type of service, and other Levites were scribes,
officials, and gatekeepers.
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The Book of the Law FoundThe Book of the Law Found
2Ki 22:8–20; 23:1–3

1414 When they brought out the money that had been
given to the house of the LORD , Hilkiah the priest
found the Book of the Law of the LORD from Moses.
1515 Then Hilkiah said to Shaphan the scribe, “I have
found the Book of the Law in the house of the LORD .”
And Hilkiah gave the book to Shaphan.

1616 Shaphan brought the book to the king and report-
ed, “Everything that has been designated to your ser-
vants, they are doing. 1717 They have given out the mon-
ey that was in the house of the LORD and have allocat-
ed to those who are supervisors and those who are
doing the work.” 1818 Then Shaphan the scribe also de-
clared to the king, “Hilkiah the priest has given me a
book.” And Shaphan read from it to the king.

1919 And it happened that when the king heard the
words of the Law, he tore his garments. 2020 Then the
king ordered Hilkiah, Ahikam the son of Shaphan, Ab-
don the son of Micah, Shaphan the scribe, and Asaiah
the attendant of the king: 2121 “Go and seek the LORD on
my behalf and on the behalf of the remnant in Israel
and Judah concerning what is written in the book that
was found, for the wrath of the LORD that is poured
out on us is great because our fathers have not kept
the word of the LORD , to do everything that is written
in this book.”

2222 So Hilkiah and those with the king went to Huldah
the prophetess, the wife of Shallum the son of
Tokhath, son of Hasrah, who kept the wardrobe. She
lived in Jerusalem in the Second Quarter, and they
spoke to her about this.

2323 And she said to them, “So says the LORD God of Is-
rael: Speak to the man who sent you all to Me, 2424 Thus
says the LORD : I am bringing disaster on this place
and all who dwell in it, even all the curses that are
written in the book that they read before the king of
Judah. 2525 Because they have abandoned Me and of-
fered sacrifices to other gods in order to provoke Me
with everything they have made with their hands, so
My rage will be poured out on this place, and it will not
be quenched. 2626 And the king of Judah who sent you all
to seek out the LORD , so you will speak to him: So
says the LORD God of Israel: The words that you have
heard, 2727 because your heart was tender and you hum-
bled yourself before God when you heard His words
against this place and those who dwell here, and you
have brought yourself low before Me and torn your
clothes and wept before Me, I have heard youyou , de-
clares the LORD . 2828 I am bringing you to be with your
fathers, and you will be brought to your grave in
peace, and your eyes will not see all the disaster that I
am bringing on this place and on those who dwell
here.”

So they returned this word to the king.

Josiah RestorJosiah Restores Tes True Wrue Worshiporship
2929 Then the king sent for all the elders of Judah and

Jerusalem. 3030 Then the king went up to the house of
the LORD with men from Judah and those living in
Jerusalem, even the priests and Levites and all the
people from the greatest to the least, and he read
within their hearing all the words of the Book of the
Covenant that was found in the house of the LORD .
3131 Then the king stood in his place and made a
covenant before the LORD , to walk after the LORD ,
and to keep His commandments and His testimonies
and His statutes with all his soul, to perform the words
of the covenant written in this book.

3232 Then he appointed all who were in Jerusalem and
Benjamin to carry this out, and those living in
Jerusalem did according to the covenant of God, the
God of their fathers.

3333 So Josiah took away all the detestable things from
the lands that belonged to the people of Israel and
caused all who were found in Israel to serve their
LORD God. And all his days they did not turn away
from the LORD God of their fathers.

Josiah CelebrJosiah Celebrates the Passoates the Passoverver
2Ki 23:21–23

Josiah kept a Passover for the LORD in
Jerusalem; they slaughtered the Passover lamb

on the fourteenth day of the first month. 22 He appoint-
ed priests for their duties and encouraged them in
their service to the house of the LORD . 33 And he said
to the Levites who gave insight to all Israel and were
consecrated to the LORD , “Set the holy ark in the
house that Solomon, the son of David and king of Is-
rael, built. You should not carry it on your shoulders.
Now serve the LORD your God and His people Israel.
44 Prepare yourselves according to your fathers’ houses
by your divisions, as instructed in the writing of David,
king of Israel, and the document of Solomon his son.

55 “And stand in the Holy Place according to the divi-
sions of the fathers’ households of your brothers, the
laypeople, and according to the Levites, by division of
a father’s household. 66 Then slaughter the Passover
lamb and consecrate yourselves and prepare for your
brothers to do according to the word of the LORD by
the hand of Moses.”

77 Josiah contributed to the laypeople, as Passover of-of-
feringsferings for all who were present, lambs and young
goats from the flock to the number of thirty thousand,
and three thousand bulls; these were from the king’s
possession.

88 His officials contributed willingly to the people, to
the priests, and to the Levites. Hilkiah, Zechariah, and
Jehiel, the chief officers of the house of God, gave to
the priests for the Passover offeringsofferings two thousand six
hundred lambs and three hundred bulls. 99 Konaniah,
his brothers Shemaiah and Nethanel, and Hashabiah,
Jeiel, and Jozabad, officers of the Levites, gave to the
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Levites for the Passover offeringsofferings five thousand lambs
and five hundred bulls.

1010 When the service was prepared, the priests stood
in their places and the Levites in their divisions, ac-
cording to the king’s command. 1111 And they slaugh-
tered the Passover offeringsofferings , and the priests sprinkled
the bloodblood given to them while the Levites skinned ani-ani-
malsmals . 1212 And they set aside the burnt offering to dis-
tribute according to each house of the fathers for the
people to bring near to the LORD , as written in the
Book of Moses. And they did the same with the bulls.
1313 And they cooked the Passover lamb with fire accord-
ing to the rule, and they cooked the holy offerings in
pots, jars, bowls, and quickly brought them to all the
people. 1414 Afterward they prepared the offeringsofferings for
them and the priests because the priests, the sons of
Aaron, offered the burnt offering and fat portions until
night. So the Levites prepared for themselves and for
the priests, the sons of Aaron.

1515 The singers, the sons of Asaph, were in their
places according to the command of David, Asaph, He-
man, and Jeduthun the king’s seer. The gatekeepers
were at each of the gates; they did not need to leave
their service, for their brothers the Levites made
preparations for them.

1616 So all the service of the LORD was carried out that
day to have the Passover, and to offer the burnt offer-
ings on the altar of the LORD according to the com-
mand of King Josiah. 1717 And the sons of Israel who
were present had the Passover at that time and the
Feast of Unleavened Bread for seven days. 1818 And no
Passover had been made like this in Israel since the
days of Samuel the prophet. And none of the kings of
Israel had performed a Passover like Josiah had done.
And the priests and Levites and all Judah and Israel
were present along with those living in Jerusalem. 1919 In
the eighteenth year of the reign of Josiah this Passover
was performed.

The Death of JosiahThe Death of Josiah
2Ki 23:28–30

2020 After all this when Josiah had prepared the temple,
Necho king of Egypt went up to war in Carchemish on
the Euphrates, and Josiah went out to meet him. 2121 And
Necho sent messengers to him saying, “What is there
between you and me, king of Judah? I am not against
you this day, but againstagainst the house with which I am at
war. And God has commanded that I hurry. Refrain
from being against God who is with me so that He
does not destroy you.”

2222 But Josiah did not turn away from him for he went
to battle against him disguised. He did not listen to
the words of Necho that came from the mouth of God,
but he came to battle in the plain of Megiddo.

2323 So the archers shot King Josiah, and the king said
to his servants, “Take me away for I am severely
wounded.” 2424 Then his servants took him from the
chariot, and they set him in a second chariot, and they

brought him to Jerusalem. He died and was buried in
the tombs of his fathers. And all Judah and Jerusalem
mourned for Josiah.

2525 And Jeremiah composed a dirge for Josiah, and all
the male and female singers speak of Josiah in their
laments to this day. They set them as a statute over Is-
rael. They are written in the Laments.

2626 And the remainder of the acts of Josiah, his deeds
and covenant faithfulness, according to what is writ-
ten in the Law of the LORD , 2727 and his acts from begin-
ning to end are written in the book of the kings of Is-
rael and Judah.

Jehoahaz, King of JudahJehoahaz, King of Judah
2Ki 23:31–34

Then the people of the land took Jehoahaz the
son of Josiah and made him king in the place of

his father in Jerusalem.
22 And Jehoahaz was twenty-three years old when he

began to reign, and he reigned three months in
Jerusalem. 33 Then the king of Egypt deposed him in
Jerusalem and imposed on the land a tribute of a hun-
dred talents †† of silver and a talent †††† of gold. 44 The king
of Egypt made his brother Eliakim king over Judah and
Jerusalem, and changed his name to Jehoiakim. But
Necho took his brother Jehoahaz and carried him to
Egypt.

Jehoiakim, King of JudahJehoiakim, King of Judah
2Ki 23:36–24:6

55 Jehoiakim was twenty-five years old when he began
to reign, and he was king in Jerusalem for eleven
years. He did what was evil in the eyes of the LORD his
God. 66 And Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came up
against him and bound him in bronze chains to lead
him to Babylon. 77 Nebuchadnezzar also brought out
some of the vessels of the house of the LORD to Baby-
lon and put them in his temple in Babylon.

88 And the remainder of the acts of Jehoiakim, the de-
testable things that he did and were found against
him, are written in the book of the kings of Israel and
Judah. Then Jehoiachin his son reigned in his place.

Jehoiachin, King of JudahJehoiachin, King of Judah
2Ki 24:8–17

99 Jehoiachin was eighteen years old when he began
to reign, and he was king in Jerusalem for three
months and ten days. He did what was evil in the eyes
of the LORD . 1010 In the spring of that year King Neb-
uchadnezzar sent for him and brought him to Babylon
with the precious items from the house of the LORD .
Then Zedekiah his brother was king over Judah and
Jerusalem.

† About 33/4 tons, or 3.4 metric tons. †† About 75 pounds, or
34 kilograms.
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Zedekiah, King of JudahZedekiah, King of Judah
2Ki 24:18–20; Jer 52:1–3

1111 Zedekiah was twenty-one years old when he be-
gan to reign, and he was king in Jerusalem for eleven
years. 1212 He did what was evil in the eyes of the LORD
his God and did not humble himself before Jeremiah
the prophet, who spoke from the LORD . 1313 He also re-
belled against King Nebuchadnezzar, who had made
him swear by an oath by God. He stiffened his neck
and hardened his heart against turning to the LORD
God of Israel. 1414 Even the officials over the priests and
the people increased in their unfaithfulness in all the
detestable practices of the nations, and they defiled
the house of the LORD which He had consecrated in
Jerusalem.

The Fall of JerusalemThe Fall of Jerusalem
2Ki 25:1–21; Jer 52:4–27; Ezr 1:1–3

1515 The LORD God of their fathers sent warningswarnings to
them over and over again by His messengers because
He had compassion on His people and His dwelling
place. 1616 But they continued to jest regarding the mes-
sengers of God, despising His word and making fun of
His prophets until the wrath of the LORD came up
against His people, until there was no remedy. 1717 So He
brought up against them the king of the Chaldeans
from Babylon, who killed their young men with the
sword at the house of their sanctuary. He did not

spare a young man or virgin, old or aged. GodGod gave all
of them into his hand. 1818 Even all the vessels of the
house of God, both large and small, and the treasures
of the house of the LORD , the king, and his officials,
all of this was taken to Babylon. 1919 So they burned
down the house of God, tore down the wall of
Jerusalem, burned down all the palaces with fire, and
destroyed all the precious items.

2020 Then he carried into exile to Babylon the remnant,
who survived the sword, and they were slaves to him
and his sons until the kingdom of Persia ruled, 2121 to
fulfill the word of the LORD by the mouth of Jeremiah,
until the land had enjoyed her Sabbaths. As long as
she lay desolate, she kept Sabbath, to fulfill seventy
years.

The PrThe Proclamation of Cyrusoclamation of Cyrus
2222 In the first year of King Cyrus of Persia, that the

word of the LORD spoken by the mouth of Jeremiah
might be fulfilled, the LORD stirred up the spirit of
King Cyrus of Persia, so that he sent a proclamation
throughout all his kingdom and also declared in a writ-
ten edict:
2323 “Thus says King Cyrus of Persia:
“The LORD God of heaven has given me all the king-
doms of the earth, and He has commanded me to
build for Him a house at Jerusalem, which is in Judah.
Whoever is among you of all His people, may the
LORD his God be with him. Let him go up.”
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EZRAEZRA
The book of Ezra was likely written between 460 and 440 BC. The author was Ezra, and its theme is the return
of the remnant from captivity to their homeland of Israel. The time period covers approximately one century
and features a genealogical record of the returning Israelites. The book opens with the decree of Cyrus permit-
ting the Jews to return to Jerusalem to rebuild the temple. They are led back by Zerubbabel and a priest named
Jeshua. Later chapters take place several decades later when Ezra is commissioned by King Artaxerxes I to
check on the Jews in Jerusalem and to set up a government structure. Ezra goes to Jerusalem with a new group
of Jews leaving exile, and while there he forces an end to all marriages to foreign, non-Jewish women.

The PrThe Proclamation of Cyrusoclamation of Cyrus
2Ch 36:22–23

Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that
the word of the LORD by the mouth of Jeremiah

might be fulfilled, the LORD stirred up the spirit of
Cyrus king of Persia, so that he issued a proclamation
throughout all his kingdom, and also put it in writing,
saying,

22 “Thus says Cyrus king of Persia:
“The LORD God of heaven has given me all the king-

doms of the earth, and He has charged me to build
Him a house at Jerusalem, which is in Judah. 33 Whoever
there is among you of all His people, may his God be
with him, and may he go to Jerusalem, which is in Ju-
dah, and build the house of the LORD God of Israel.
He is the God who is in Jerusalem. 44 Whoever remains
in any place where he sojourns, let the men of his
place help him with silver, gold, goods, and animals,
along with voluntary gifts for the house of God in
Jerusalem.”

55 Then the heads of the households of Judah and
Benjamin, and the Levitical priests, with all those
whose spirits God had stirred, rose up to go up to
build the house of the LORD in Jerusalem. 66 So every-
one all around them strengthened their hands with
vessels of silver, gold, goods, animals, and precious
things, besides all that was given voluntarily. 77 Also
Cyrus the king brought forth the vessels of the house
of the LORD , which Nebuchadnezzar had brought
from Jerusalem and had put in the house of his gods.
88 Cyrus king of Persia even brought forth more for
them, by the hand of Mithredath the treasurer and
had them numbered for Sheshbazzar, who was the
prince of Judah.

99 This is the number of them: thirty containers of
gold, one thousand containers of silver, and twenty-
nine knives. 1010 There were also thirty smaller bowls of
gold, four hundred and ten smaller bowls of silver (of
lesser value), and one thousand other various contain-
ers.

1111 All the articles of gold and silver were five thou-
sand four hundred. All these did Sheshbazzar bring
up, when the exiles were brought from Babylon to
Jerusalem.

The List of Returning ExilesThe List of Returning Exiles
Ne 7:6–73

Now these are the people of the province who
went up from the captivity of the exiles, whom

Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon had carried away
to Babylon, and came again to Jerusalem and Judah.
Each returned to his own city. 22 Those who came with
Zerubbabel were Joshua, Nehemiah, Seraiah, Reelaiah,
Mordecai, Bilshan, Mispar, Bigvai, Rehum, and
Baanah.

The number of men of the people of Israel were:
33 The sons of Parosh—two thousand one hundred
and seventy-two;

44 the sons of Shephatiah—three hundred and sev-
enty-two;
55 the sons of Arah—seven hundred and seventy-
five;
66 the sons of Pahath-Moab of the sons of Jeshua
and Joab—two thousand eight hundred and
twelve;
77 the sons of Elam—one thousand two hundred
and fifty-four;
88 the sons of Zattu—nine hundred and forty-five;
99 the sons of Zakkai—seven hundred and sixty;
1010 the sons of Bani—six hundred and forty-two;
1111 the sons of Bebai—six hundred and twenty-
three;
1212 the sons of Azgad—one thousand two hundred
and twenty-two;
1313 the sons of Adonikam—six hundred and sixty-
six;
1414 the sons of Bigvai—two thousand and fifty-six;
1515 the sons of Adin—four hundred and fifty-four;
1616 the sons of Ater of Hezekiah—ninety-eight;
1717 the sons of Bezai—three hundred and twenty-
three;
1818 the sons of Jorah—one hundred and twelve;
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1919 the sons of Hashum—two hundred and twenty-
three;
2020 the sons of Gibbar—ninety-five.

2121 The sons of Bethlehem—one hundred and twen-
ty-three;

2222 the men of Netophah—fifty-six;
2323 the men of Anathoth—one hundred and twenty-
eight;
2424 the sons of Azmaveth—forty-two;
2525 the sons of Kiriath Arim, Kephirah, and
Beeroth—seven hundred and forty-three;
2626 the sons of Ramah and Geba—six hundred and
twenty-one;
2727 the men of Mikmash—one hundred and twenty-
two;
2828 the men of Bethel and Ai—two hundred and
twenty-three;
2929 the sons of Nebo—fifty-two;
3030 the sons of Magbish—one hundred and fifty-six;
3131 the sons of the other Elam—one thousand two
hundred and fifty-four;
3232 the sons of Harim—three hundred and twenty;
3333 the sons of Lod, Hadid, and Ono—seven hun-
dred and twenty-five;
3434 the sons of Jericho—three hundred and forty-
five;
3535 the sons of Senaah—three thousand six hun-
dred and thirty.

3636 Those who came withThose who came with the priests werwere:e:
the sons of Jedaiah, of the house of Jeshua—nine
hundred and seventy-three;

3737 the sons of Immer—one thousand and fifty-two;
3838 the sons of Pashhur—one thousand two hun-
dred and forty-seven;
3939 the sons of Harim—one thousand and seven-
teen.

4040 Those who came withThose who came with the Levites were:
the sons of Jeshua and Kadmiel, of the sons of Ho-
daviah—seventy-four.

4141 Those who came withThose who came with the singers were:
the sons of Asaph—one hundred and twenty-
eight.

4242 The sons of the gatekeepers werweree :
the sons of Shallum, the sons of Ater, the sons of
Talmon, the sons of Akkub, the sons of Hatita, the
sons of Shobai—in all one hundred and thirty-
nine.

4343 Those devoted to the temple as servants were:
the sons of Ziha, the sons of Hasupha, the sons of
Tabbaoth,
4444 the sons of Keros, the sons of Siaha, the sons of
Padon,
4545 the sons of Lebanah, the sons of Hagabah, the
sons of Akkub,
4646 the sons of Hagab, the sons of Shalmai, the
sons of Hanan,
4747 the sons of Giddel, the sons of Gahar, the sons
of Reaiah,

4848 the sons of Rezin, the sons of Nekoda, the sons
of Gazzam,
4949 the sons of Uzza, the sons of Paseah, the sons
of Besai,
5050 the sons of Asnah, the sons of Meunim, the
sons of Nephusim,
5151 the sons of Bakbuk, the sons of Hakupha, the
sons of Harhur,
5252 the sons of Bazluth, the sons of Mehida, the
sons of Harsha,
5353 the sons of Barkos, the sons of Sisera, the sons
of Temah,
5454 the sons of Neziah, the sons of Hatipha.

5555 The sons of Solomon’s servants were:
the sons of Sotai, the sons of Hassophereth, the
sons of Peruda,
5656 the sons of Jaala, the sons of Darkon, the sons
of Giddel,
5757 the sons of Shephatiah, the sons of Hattil, the
sons of Pokereth-Hazzebaim, the sons of Ami.

5858 All those devoted to the temple as servants and
the children of Solomon’s servants were three hun-
dred and ninety-two.

5959 These were the ones who came up from Tel Melah,
Tel Harsha, Kerub, Addon, and Immer; but they could
not prove their father’s house or their descent,
whether they were of Israel:

6060 the sons of Delaiah, the sons of Tobiah, and the
sons of Nekoda—six hundred and fifty-two;
6161 and of the sons of the priests:
the sons of Hobaiah, the sons of Hakkoz, and the
sons of Barzillai (whose ancestor married one of
the daughters of Barzillai the Gileadite and was
thereafter called by their name).

6262 These sought their records in the genealogy regis-
ter, but they were not found. Therefore, they were dis-
qualified (as polluted) from the priesthood. 6363 The gov-
ernor advised them not to eat of the most holy things
until a priest consulted with the Urim and Thummim.

6464 The whole congregation together was forty-two
thousand three hundred and sixty, 6565 besides their
male and female servants (these numbered seven
thousand three hundred and thirty-seven); they also
had two hundred singing men and women. 6666 Their
horses numbered seven hundred and thirty-six; their
mules, two hundred and forty-five; 6767 their camels,
four hundred and thirty-five; and their donkeys, six
thousand seven hundred and twenty.

6868 As some of the heads of households came to the
house of the LORD in Jerusalem, they volunteered to
erect the foundations for the house of God. 6969 They
gave after their ability to the treasure of the work six-
ty-one thousand drachmas †† of gold, five thousand
pounds †††† of silver, and one hundred priestly gar-
ments.

† About 1,100 pounds, or 500 kilograms. †† About 3 tons, or
2.8 metric tons.
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44

7070 So the priests and the Levites, along with some of
the people, the singers, the porters, and those donat-
ed as temple servants, lived in their cities, with the re-
sult that all Israel resettled in their cities.

Rebuilding the AltarRebuilding the Altar

When the seventh month had come, the children
of Israel had rhad resettledesettled in their cities, and the peo-

ple gathered themselves together, as one man, to
Jerusalem. 22 Then Joshua the son of Jozadak and his
brothers the priests stood up, along with Zerubbabel
the son of Shealtiel and his brothers, and they built
the altar of the God of Israel in order to offer burnt of-
ferings on it, as it had been written in the Law of
Moses, the man of God. 33 They set the altar upon its
foundations and, because they were living in fear of
some of the peoples of the region, they offered burnt
offerings on it to the LORD —morning and evening.
44 They also kept the Feast of Tabernacles, as it had
been written, and offered the daily burnt offerings in
accordance with the daily schedule, according to each
day’s custom. 55 Thereafter, observance ofobservance of the burnt of-
fering became a perpetual sacrifice with regard to the
New Moon sacrifices and all of the appointed feasts of
the LORD that had been consecrated, and all of the
voluntary freewill offerings to the LORD . 66 From the
first day of the seventh month they had begun to offer
burnt offerings unto the LORD , but the foundation of
the temple of the LORD was not yet laid.

Rebuilding the TRebuilding the Templeemple
77 They gave money to the masons and carpenters,

and food, drink, and oil to the people of Sidon and to
the people of Tyre so that they would bring cedar
trees from Lebanon to the sea, at Joppa, according to
the grant they had from Cyrus king of Persia.

88 Now in the second month of the second year of
their coming to the house of God in Jerusalem, Zerub-
babel the son of Shealtiel, Joshua the son of Jozadak,
along with the remnant of their brothers the Levitical
priests and all who had come out of captivity back to
Jerusalem, began work and appointed the Levites
twenty years old and older to supervise the work on
the house of the LORD . 99 Then Joshua with his sons
and brothers, and Kadmiel with his sons, who are the
sons of Judah, along with the sons of Henadad with
their sons and their brothers—all Levites—stood to-
gether to supervise the workers on the house of God.

1010 When the builders laid the foundation of the tem-
ple of the LORD , the priests in their apparel stood
with trumpets and, from the Levites, the sons of Asaph
stoodstood with cymbals to praise the LORD , following the
example of David king of Israel. 1111 They sang respon-
sively, praising and giving thanks unto the LORD ,
“For He is good,
for His mercy endures forever toward Israel.”

And all the people responded with a great shout when
they praised the LORD , because the foundation of the
house of the LORD was laid. 1212 Now many of the older
Levitical priests and chiefs of the fathers’ householdshouseholds
who had seen the first temple wept with a loud voice
as the foundation of this temple was laid before their
eyes, though many others shouted exuberantly for joy.
1313 As a result, the people could not distinguish the
noise of the shout of joy from the noise of the weep-
ing of the people since the people had raised such a
loud noise that could be heard from afar off.

Resistance to RebuildingResistance to Rebuilding

Now when the adversaries of Judah and Ben-
jamin heard that the descendants of the captivity

built the temple unto the LORD God of Israel, 22 they
came to Zerubbabel, and to the chiefs of the fathers’
households, and said to them, “Let us build with you,
for, like you, we seek your God and have been sacrific-
ing to Him since the days of Esarhaddon king of Assyr-
ia, who brought us here.”

33 But Zerubbabel, and Joshua, and the rest of the
chiefs of the fathers’ households of Israel said to
them, “ This isThis is not for you! It is for us to build the tem-
ple of our God, so we ourselves together will build un-
to the LORD God of Israel, as Cyrus the king of Persia
has commanded us.”

44 Then the people of the land demoralized the peo-
ple of Judah and terrified them while building, 55 and
hired counselors against them to frustrate their pur-
pose, all the days of Cyrus king of Persia, even until
the reign of Darius king of Persia.

66 In the reign of Ahasuerus, in the beginning of his
reign, they wrote an accusation against the inhabi-
tants of Judah and Jerusalem.

The Letter to ArtaxThe Letter to Artaxerxerxeses
77 In the days of Artaxerxes, Bishlam, Mithredath,

Tabeel, and the rest of their companions wrote to Ar-
taxerxes king of Persia, and the writing of the letter
was written in Aramaic, and interpreted in Aramaic.

88 Rehum the commander and Shimshai the scribe
wrote a letter against Jerusalem to Artaxerxes the king
in this manner:

99 (Rehum the commander, Shimshai the scribe, and
the rest of their colleagues, the judges, the officials,
the officers, the Persians, the men of Uruk, and of
Babylon, and of Susa—that is, the Elamites— 1010 and
the rest of the nations whom the great and noble
Ashurbanipal deported and settled in the city of
Samaria and in the rest of the province Beyond the
River—and now 1111 this is the copy of the letter that
they sent to him)—

“To Artaxerxes the king:
“Your servants the men of the province Beyond the

River, and so forth.

EZRA 2:70 346 EZRA 4:11



55

66

1212 “May it be known to the king, that the Jews who
came from you have come near to us at Jerusalem and
that they are building the rebellious and evil city,
restoring its walls, and repairing the foundations.

1313 “Be it known now to the king, that, if this city is re-
built and the walls set up again, then they will not pay
toll, tribute, and custom, and the revenue of the kings
will be impacted. 1414 Now because we are under obliga-
tion to the king’s palace, and it was not appropriate for
us to see the king’s dishonor, therefore we have sent
and notified the king, 1515 so that a search may be made
in the book of the records of your fathers. There you
will find in the book of the records and realize that this
city is a rebellious city, and hurtful to kings and
provinces, and that they have incited revolt within it in
former times—for which cause this city was destroyed.
1616 We notify the king that if this city is rebuilt and the
walls repaired by this means the portion Beyond the
River will no longer be yours.”

1717 The king sent an answer:
“To Rehum the commander, to Shimshai the scribe,

to the rest of their companions that dwell in Samaria,
and to the remainder Beyond the River:

“Peace, and so forth.
1818 “The letter which you sent to us has been translat-

ed and read before me. 1919 I commanded, and a search
has been made, and it is found that this city has in the
past made insurrection against kings, and that rebel-
lion and revolt have occurred there. 2020 There have also
been mighty kings over Jerusalem, who have ruled
over the whole province Beyond the River, and toll,
tribute, and custom was paid to them. 2121 Command
these men to cease now, so that this city is not built
unless I give the command. 2222 Take heed now that you
do not fail to do this. Why should damage increase to
the hurt of the king?”

2323 Now when the copy of the letter by King Artaxerx-
es was read before Rehum, and Shimshai the scribe,
and their companions, they went up in haste to
Jerusalem to the Jews and made them cease by force
and power.

2424 Then the work of the house of God in Jerusalem
ceased. So it ceased until the second year of the reign
of Darius king of Persia.

RestorRestoration of the Tation of the Temple Resumedemple Resumed

Now the prophets, Haggai and Zechariah the son
of Iddo, prophesied to the Jews that were in Judah

and Jerusalem in the name of the God of Israel who
was over them. 22 Then Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel
and Joshua the son of Jozadak rose up and began to
build the house of God which is at Jerusalem, and the
prophets of God were with them, helping them.

33 At the same time Tattenai, governor of the province
Beyond the River, and Shethar-Bozenai and their com-
panions came to them and said to them, “Who issued
a command for you to build this house and complete
this structure?” 44 They also asked them, “What are the

names of the men building this building?” 55 But the
eye of their God was on the elders of the Jews, so that
they could not cause them to cease building until a
command came from Darius. Consequently, they sent
a letter concerning this matter.

66 This is a copy of the letter that Tattenai, governor of
the province Beyond the River, and Shethar-Bozenai
and his colleagues, the officials who were in the
province Beyond the River, sent to Darius the king.

77 This is the document that they sent to him, contain-
ing accordingly what follows:

“To Darius the king:
“All peace.
88 “May it be known to the king that we went into the

province of Judah, to the temple of the great God,
which is built with great stones, and timber is laid in
the walls, and this work goes diligently, and prospers
in their hands.

99 “Then we questioned those elders and said to
them, ‘Who issued a command for you to build this
house and complete this structure?’ 1010 Also, we asked
for their names in order to notify you and to docu-
ment the names of the men that were their leaders.

1111 “Thus they returned us an answer, saying,
“‘We are the servants of the God of heaven and earth

and are rebuilding the temple that was built these
many years ago, which a great king of Israel built and
completed. 1212 Afterwards, our fathers provoked the
God of heaven to wrath, so He gave them into the
hand of Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon, the
Chaldean, who destroyed this temple and carried the
people away into Babylon.

1313 “‘However, in the first year of Cyrus the king of
Babylon, King Cyrus made a decree to rebuild this
house of God. 1414 The vessels also of gold and silver of
the house of God, which Nebuchadnezzar took from
the temple in Jerusalem and placed them into the tem-
ple of Babylon, those Cyrus the king withdrew from
the temple of Babylon and had them delivered to the
one named Sheshbazzar, whom he had made gover-
nor.

1515 King Cyrus said to him, “Take these vessels, go,
carry them to the temple in Jerusalem and let the
house of God be built its site.” 1616 “‘So that same Shesh-
bazzar came and laid the foundation of the house of
God in Jerusalem. Since that time even until now it has
been under construction, yet it is not finished.’

1717 “Now therefore, if it seems good to the king, let
there be search made in the king’s treasure house
there in Babylon to ascertain if it is so that a decree
was made of Cyrus the king to build this house of God
at Jerusalem. May the king send his pleasure to us
concerning this matter.”

The DecrThe Decree of Dariusee of Darius

Then Darius the king issued a decree and a
search was made in the house of records, where

the treasures were stored in Babylon. 22 At Ecbatana, in
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the provincial palace of the Medes, a scroll was found,
and in it the following record was written:

33 “In the first year of Cyrus the king, the same Cyrus
the king issued a decree concerning the temple of God
at Jerusalem:

“Let the house be rebuilt, the place where they of-
fered sacrifices, and let the foundations of it be
strongly laid, to a height of sixty cubits, †† and a width
of sixty cubits. 44 Let it consist ofLet it consist of three rows of great
stones and a row of new timber, and let the expenses
be paid from the king’s treasury. 55 Also, let the golden
and silver vessels of the house of God, which Neb-
uchadnezzar took from the temple in Jerusalem and
brought to Babylon, be returned and brought back to
their places in the temple in Jerusalem. Put them in
the house of God.

66 “Now therefore, Tattenai, governor of the province
Beyond the River, and Shethar-Bozenai, along with
your colleagues, the officials who are in the province
Beyond the River, stay far away from there. 77 Let the
work of this house of God alone. Let the governor of
the Jews and the elders of the Jews build this house of
God in its place.

88 “Moreover, I issue a decree concerning what you
shall do for the elders of these Jews for the rebuilding
of this house of God:

“The cost is to be paid to these men, in full and with-
out delay, from the royal revenue, the tribute of the
province Beyond the River. 99 Whatever they
need—whether young bulls, rams, and lambs for the
burnt offerings to the God of heaven, or wheat, salt,
wine, and oil, according to the appointment of the
priests in Jerusalem—let it be given them daily without
fail, 1010 so that they may offer acceptable sacrifices to
the God of heaven, as well as pray for the life of the
king and of his sons.

1111 “Also, I have issued a decree that whoever shall vi-
olate this word, the timber will be pulled down from
his house and arranged so that he may be hanged on
it. Thus shall his house be made a dunghill for this.
1212 May the God who has caused His name to dwell
there overthrow all kings and people who stretch forth
their hand to violate or destroy this house of God in
Jerusalem.

“I, Darius, have issued the decree; so let it be done
diligently.”

Completion and Dedication of the TCompletion and Dedication of the Templeemple
1313 In compliance, Tattenai, governor of the province

Beyond the River, Shethar-Bozenai, and their compan-
ions speedily accomplished what Darius the king had
decreed. 1414 The rebuilding by the elders of the Jews
prospered through the prophesying of Haggai the
prophet and Zechariah the son of Iddo. And they built,
and finished it, according to the decree of the God of
Israel and according to the decrees of Cyrus, Darius,
and Artaxerxes king of Persia. 1515 This temple was fin-

† About 90 feet, or 27 meters.

ished on the third day of the month Adar during the
sixth year of the reign of Darius the king.

1616 The children of Israel, the priests and the Levites,
and the rest of the descendants of the captivity kept
the dedication of this house of God with joy. 1717 At the
dedication of this house of God, they offered a hun-
dred bulls, two hundred rams, four hundred lambs;
and as a sin offering for all Israel, they offered twelve
goats (according to the number of the tribes of Israel).
1818 They appointed the priests in their divisions and the
Levites in their orders for the service of God in
Jerusalem, as it had been written in the Book of
Moses.

The PassoThe Passoverver
1919 The children of the captivity kept the Passover on

the fourteenth day of the first month. 2020 Because the
priests and the Levites had purified themselves to-
gether, all of them were pure. So, they slaughtered the
Passover lambslambs for all the descendants of the captivi-
ty, both for their brothers the priests and for them-
selves. 2121 Then they ate together, both the children of
Israel who had come out of captivity and all those who
had separated themselves from the uncleanness of
the nations of the land, in order to seek the LORD God
of Israel. 2222 With joy they observed the Feast of Unleav-
ened Bread for seven days because the LORD had
made them joyful. He had turned the heart of the king
of Assyria toward them and strengthened their hands
in the work on the house of God, who is the God of Is-
rael.

The Arrival of EzrThe Arrival of Ezraa

Now after these things, in the reign of Artaxerxes
king of Persia, Ezra the son of Seraiah, the son of

Azariah, the son of Hilkiah, 22 the son of Shallum, the
son of Zadok, the son of Ahitub, 33 the son of Amariah,
the son of Azariah, the son of Meraioth, 44 the son of
Zerahiah, the son of Uzzi, the son of Bukki, 55 the son of
Abishua, the son of Phinehas, the son of Eleazar, the
son of Aaron the high priest— 66 this Ezra went up from
Babylon. He was a scribe skilled in the Law of Moses,
given by the LORD God of Israel. Because the hand of
the LORD his God was upon him, the king granted him
all his requests. 77 Some of the children of Israel, along
with some of the priests, and the Levites, the singers,
the porters, and the temple servants, went up to
Jerusalem in the seventh year of King Artaxerxes.

88 Ezra arrived at Jerusalem in the fifth month, during
the king’s seventh year. 99 From the first day of the first
month when the journey from Babylon began, until
the first day of the fifth month when he arrived at
Jerusalem, the good hand of his God was upon him.
1010 Because Ezra had prepared his heart to seek the Law
of the LORD , he was doing soso and teaching the
statutes and judgments in Israel.
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The Letter of ArtaxThe Letter of Artaxerxerxes to Ezres to Ezraa
1111 Now this is the copy of the letter that King Artax-

erxes gave to Ezra the priest, who was likewise the
scribe, the one responsible for the words of the com-
mandments of the LORD and His statutes to Israel:

1212 “Artaxerxes, king of kings,
“To Ezra the priest, scribe of the law of the God of

heaven:
“Perfect peace, and so forth.
1313 “I have issued a decree that all the people of Israel,

and their priests, and the Levites in my realm, who are
inclined to go up to Jerusalem, may go with you. 1414 For
you are sent by the king and his seven counselors to
inquire concerning Judah and Jerusalem in accordance
with the Law of your God which is in your hand, 1515 and
to carry the silver and gold, which the king and his
counselors have freely offered to the God of Israel,
whose habitation is in Jerusalem, 1616 along with all the
silver and gold that you can find in all the province of
Babylon, plus the freewill offering of the people and
priests, who are voluntarily giving for the house of
their God in Jerusalem. 1717 Diligently use this money to
buy bulls, rams, lambs, with their grain offerings and
their drink offerings, and offer them on the altar of
the house of your God in Jerusalem.

1818 “Whatever seems good to you and your brothers
to do with the rest of the silver and the gold, do that
according to the will of your God. 1919 The vessels also
that are given to you for the service of the house of
your God, deliver before the God of Jerusalem. 2020 And
whatever else is needed for the house of your God
and is your responsibility to provide, use the king’s
treasury to pay for it.

2121 “I, even I Artaxerxes the king, issue a decree to all
the treasurers of the province Beyond the River, that
whatever Ezra the priest, scribe of the law of the God
of heaven, should request from you, you should do it
with all diligence— 2222 as much as a hundred talents †† of
silver, a hundred measures †††† of wheat, a hundred
baths ‡‡ of wine, a hundred baths ‡†‡† of oil, and salt
(without prescribing how much). 2323 Whatever is de-
creed by the God of heaven, let it be zealously done
for the house of the God of heaven so as to avoid
there being wrath against the realm of the king and
his sons. 2424 Also we are informing you that with regard
to all the priests, Levites, singers, doorkeepers, temple
servants, or other servants of this house of God, it is
not permitted to impose toll, tribute, or custom on
them.

2525 “You, Ezra, according to the wisdom of your God
who empowers you, appoint magistrates and judges
to judge all the people of the province Beyond the Riv-
er, all those who know the laws of your God and those
who do not, whom you must teach. 2626 Whoever will not

† About 33/4 tons, or 3.4 metric tons. †† Likely about 18 tons,
or 16 metric tons. ‡ About 600 gallons, or 2,200 liters. ‡† About
600 gallons, or 2,200 liters.

observe the law of your God or the law of the king, let
judgment be executed speedily on him, whether that
be death, banishment, confiscation of goods, or im-
prisonment.”

2727 Blessed be the LORD God of our fathers, who has
put such a thing as this in the king’s heart, to beautify
the house of the LORD in Jerusalem, 2828 and has extend-
ed mercy to me before the king, his counselors, and all
the king’s mighty princes. Thus I had been strength-
ened, because the hand of the LORD my God was up-
on me. As a result, I gathered together some of the
chief men of Israel to go up with me.

Family Leaders Returning With EzrFamily Leaders Returning With Ezraa

Now these are the chiefs of the households of
the fathers and the genealogical register of those

who went up with me from Babylon, in the reign of
King Artaxerxes:

22 of the sons of Phinehas, Gershom;
of the sons of Ithamar, Daniel;
of the sons of David, Hattush, 33 a descendant of
Shekaniah
and a descendant of Parosh, Zechariah, plus anoth-
er one hundred and fifty men registered in the ge-
nealogical register;
44 of the sons of Pahath-Moab; Eliehoenai a descen-
dant of Zerahiah, plus two hundred other males;
55 of the sons of Zattu, Shekaniah a descendant of
Jahaziel, plus three hundred other males;
66 of the sons of Adin, Ebed a descendant of
Jonathan, plus fifty other males;
77 of the sons of Elam, Jeshaiah a descendant of
Athaliah, plus seventy other males;
88 of the sons of Shephatiah, Zebadiah a descendant
of Michael, plus eighty other males;
99 of the sons of Joab, Obadiah a descendant of Je-
hiel, plus two hundred and eighteen other males;
1010 of the sons of Bani, Shelomith a descendant of
Josiphiah, plus one hundred and sixty other males;
1111 of the sons of Bebai, his son Zechariah, plus
twenty-eight other males;
1212 of the sons of Azgad, Johanan a descendant of
Hakkatan, plus one hundred and ten other males;
1313 of the last sons of Adonikam, the ones named
Eliphelet, Jeuel, and Shemaiah, plus sixty other
males;
1414 also of the sons of Bigvai, Uthai and Zakkur, plus
seventy other males.

TTemple Servantsemple Servants
1515 I gathered them together at the river that runs to

Ahava, and we camped in tents three days. As I exam-
ined the people and the priests, I discovered that none
of the sons of Levi were there. 1616 So I sent for Eliezer,
Ariel, Shemaiah, Elnathan, Jarib, Elnathan, Nathan,
Zechariah, and Meshullam, chief men; and also for
Joiarib and Elnathan, discerning men. 1717 I gave them
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orders for Iddo, chief at the place Kasiphia, and craft-
ed exactly what they would say to Iddo, his brothers,
and the temple servants at the place Kasiphia so that
they would bring us ministering servants for the
house of our God. 1818 Because the good hand of our
God was upon us, indeed they brought us a man of
understanding descended from the sons of Mahli,
who is a descendant of Levi, the son of Israel—Shere-
biah along with his sons and his brothers, eighteen
men; 1919 and Hashabiah, and with him Jeshaiah of the
sons of Merari, his brothers and their sons, twenty
men; 2020 and of the temple servants whom David and
the leaders had appointed for the service of the
Levites, two hundred and twenty temple servants, all
of them designated by name.

2121 Then I proclaimed a fast there, at the river of Aha-
va, that we might humble ourselves before our God,
to seek from Him a good route for us, our little ones,
and all our substance. 2222 For I was ashamed to ask the
king for an escort of foot and horse soldiers to help us
against the enemy on the way, because we had spo-
ken to the king, saying, “The hand of our God is upon
all who seek Him for good, but His power and His
wrath are against all who forsake Him.” 2323 So we fasted
and sought our God for this, and He was moved by
our prayers.

TTemple Giftsemple Gifts
2424 Then I separated twelve of the presiding

priests—Sherebiah and Hashabiah, along with ten of
their brothers— 2525 and weighed out to them the silver,
the gold, the vessels, as well as the contribution col-
lected for the house of our God by the king, his coun-
selors, his lords, in conjunction with what all Israel had
offered. 2626 I weighed out into their hand six hundred
and fifty †† talents of silver, silver articles worthworth one
hundred talents, †††† one hundred talents ‡‡ of gold,
2727 twenty gold bowls worthworth a thousand darics, ‡†‡† and
two vessels of fine shining bronze, precious as gold.

2828 I said to them, “You are holy to the LORD . The ves-
sels are holy also. The silver and the gold are a freewill
offering to the LORD God of your fathers. 2929 Watch and
guard them until you weigh them before the presiding
priests and Levites, and the presiding elders of Israel
at Jerusalem, for the chambers of the house of the
LORD .” 3030 So the priests and the Levites accepted the
weighed-out silver and gold, along with the vessels, to
bring them to Jerusalem to the house of our God.

The Return to JerusalemThe Return to Jerusalem
3131 Then we began the journey from the Ahava River

on the twelfth day of the first month to go to
Jerusalem. The hand of our God was upon us, and He
delivered us from the hand of the attacker and the

† About 24 tons, or about 22 metric tons. †† About 33/4 tons,
or about 3.4 metric tons. ‡ About 33/4 tons, or about 3.4 metric
tons. ‡† About 1/4 ounce or 8.5 grams.

ambusher along the way. 3232 When we arrived at
Jerusalem, we stayed there three days.

3333 Then on the fourth day the silver and the gold and
the vessels were weighed out in the house of our God
by the hand of Meremoth the son of Uriah the priest.
With him was Eleazar the son of Phinehas as well as
Jozabad the son of Jeshua, and Noadiah the son of Bin-
nui—both Levites. 3434 All of it was counted by number
and by weight, and all the information was recorded at
that time.

3535 Then, the children of the exile who had come out
of captivity offered burnt offerings to the God of Is-
rael. On behalf of all Israel, they offered twelve bulls,
ninety-six rams, seventy-seven lambs, and twelve male
goats as a sin offering. All of it was offered as a burnt
offering to the LORD . 3636 Finally, they delivered the
king’s decrees to the satraps of the king as well as to
the governors of the province Beyond the River. Ac-
cordingly, they supported the people and the house of
God.

EzrEzra Pra Prays About Intermarriageays About Intermarriage

Now when these things were done, the leaders
contacted me, saying, “The people of Israel, the

priests, and the Levites have not separated them-
selves from the people of the lands. They practice the
abominations of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Per-
izzites, the Jebusites, the Ammonites, the Moabites,
the Egyptians, and the Amorites. 22 Specifically, they
have taken some of their daughters as wivesas wives for them-
selves, as well as for their sons, so that the holy seed
has been mingled with the people of the lands. In fact,
the involvement of the leaders and rulers has been
foremost in this vile behavior.”

33 When I heard this, I tore my clothes and my robe,
plucked out the hair of my head and from my beard,
and sat down astonished. 44 Because of the vile behav-
ior of those who had been in exile, every one that
trembled at the words of the God of Israel gathered to
me, but I sat astonished until the evening sacrifice.

55 At the evening sacrifice I rose up from my heavi-
ness and, despite having my clothes and my robe torn,
I knelt on my knees and stretched out my hands in
prayer to the LORD my God 66 and said:

“O my God, I am ashamed and embarrassed to lift
up my face to You, my God, because our iniquities
have expanded over our heads and our wrongdoing
has grown up to the heavens. 77 Since the days of our
fathers until this day, we have been in a great guilt. It
is because of our iniquities that we, our kings, and our
priests have been delivered—by the sword, by captivi-
ty, by spoil, and by being shamed—into the hand of
the kings of the lands. This day is like that, too.

88 “Yet now for a little while, there has been a favor-
able response from the LORD our God—leaving us a
remnant to escape, giving us a tent peg from His holy
place, having our eyes enlightened by our God, and
giving us a little reviving in our bondage. 99 For though
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we were slaves, our God has not forsaken us in our
bondage but has extended mercy to us in the sight of
the kings of Persia, granting us a reviving for the re-
building of the house of our God, for the repairing of
its ruins, and for giving us a wall in Judah and in
Jerusalem.

1010 “Now, O our God, what shall we say after this? For
we have forsaken Your commandments, 1111 which You
commanded by Your servants the prophets, saying,
‘The land you are going to possess, it is an unclean
land with the filthiness of the people of the lands. By
their abominations, it is has been filled from one end
to another with their uncleanness. 1212 Now, therefore,
cease giving your daughters as wives to their sons, do
not take their daughters to your sons, and never seek
their peace or prosperity, that you might grow strong
and eat the good of the land and leave it as an eternal
inheritance to your children.’

1313 “After all that has come upon us because of our
evil deeds and our great guilt, seeing that You our God
have punished us less than our iniquities deserve and
have given us such deliverance as this, 1414 should we
again break Your commandments and intermarry with
the people of these abominations? Would You not be-
come so completely angry with us that there would be
no remnant nor any who escape? 1515 O LORD God of Is-
rael, You are righteous, for we who escaped exile yet
remain to this very day. Here we stand before You in
our guiltiness even though we should not stand be-
fore You because of this.”

The PeopleThe People’’s Confession of Sins Confession of Sin

Now while Ezra prayed and confessed, weeping
and prostrating himself before the house of

God, a very large congregation of men, women, and
children gathered around him from Israel, for the peo-
ple too wept bitterly. 22 Shekaniah the son of Jehiel, one
of the sons of Elam, answered and said to Ezra, “We
have acted with vile unfaithfulness against our God
and have wedded foreign women from the people of
the land, yet there is now hope in Israel concerning
this. 33 Now therefore let us make a covenant with our
God to sever relations with all the women and their
children according to the counsel of my lord and those
who tremble at the commandment of our God. May
this be done in accordance with the law. 44 Arise, for
this matter is your responsibility. But we are standing
with you. Be courageous and act!”

55 Then Ezra stood and made the presiding Levitical
priests and all Israel to swear an oath to act according
to this word. And they swore an oath. 66 Then Ezra
stood in front of the house of God and went into the
chamber of Jehohanan the son of Eliashib. When he
arrived there, he ate no bread and drank no water be-
cause he was mourning over the vile unfaithfulness of
the exiles.

77 They made a proclamation throughout Judah and
Jerusalem for all the children of the exile to assemble

in Jerusalem. 88 Whoever would not come within three
days would forfeit all his possessions, according to the
counsel of the leaders and the elders, and would him-
self be excluded from the congregation of the exiles.

99 Then all the men of Judah and Benjamin gathered
themselves together to Jerusalem within the three
days. It was the ninth month, on the twentieth day of
the month. All the people sat on the grounds of the
house of God, trembling about this matter and also
because of the great rain. 1010 Ezra the priest stood up
and said to them, “You have acted unfaithfully by
bringing home foreign women, adding to the guilt of
Israel. 1111 Now therefore make confession to the LORD
God of your fathers and do what pleases Him: Sever
your relationships with the people of the land, espe-
cially from the foreign women.”

1212 Then all the congregation answered loudly, “As you
have said to us, that we will do. 1313 But there are many
people, and because it is the rainy season we will not
be able to set up outside. Moreover, this is not a task
for a day or two since we have so grievously trans-
gressed in this matter. 1414 Let now our rulers preside
over all the congregation so that, in each of our cities,
all who have married foreign women, along with the
elders and judges of that city, will come at appointed
times, until the fierce wrath of our God for this matter
is turned from us.” 1515 Only Jonathan the son of Asahel
and Jahzeiah the son of Tikvah opposed this, with
Meshullam and Shabbethai the Levite supporting
them.

1616 Then the descendants of the captivity did so. Ezra
the priest selected men, heads of the fathers’ house-
holds, according to their families, each of them by
name. They sat down in the first day of the tenth
month to examine the matter, 1717 and finished dealingdealing
withwith every man who had married foreign women by
the first day of the first month.

Those Guilty of IntermarriageThose Guilty of Intermarriage
1818 Some of the sons of the priests were discovered
to have wedded foreign women,
namely the sons of Joshua the son of Jozadak, and
his brothers: Maaseiah, Eliezer, Jarib, and Gedali-
ah.

1919 They committed to sever their relations with their
women, and, being guilty, they offered a ram of the
flock for their guilt.
2020 Likewise, of the sons of Immer,
there were Hanani and Zebadiah.

2121 Of the sons of Harim,
there were Maaseiah, Elijah, Shemaiah, Jehiel, and
Uzziah.

2222 Of the sons of Pashhur,
there were Elioenai, Maaseiah, Ishmael, Nethanel,
Jozabad, and Elasah.

2323 Also, from the Levites,
there were Jozabad, Shimei, Kelaiah, (the same is
Kelita), Pethahiah, Judah, and Eliezer.
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2424 Among the singers,
there was Eliashib,

and from the porters,
there were Shallum, Telem, and Uri.

2525 Further from Israel, of the sons of Parosh,
there were Ramiah, Izziah, Malkijah, Mijamin,
Eleazar, Malkijah, and Benaiah.

2626 Of the sons of Elam,
there were Mattaniah, Zechariah, Jehiel, Abdi, Jere-
moth, and Elijah.

2727 Of the sons of Zattu,
there were Elioenai, Eliashib, Mattaniah, Jeremoth,
Zabad, and Aziza.

2828 Of the sons of Bebai,
there were Jehohanan, Hananiah, Zabbai, and Ath-
lai.

2929 Of the sons of Bani,
there were Meshullam, Malluk, Adaiah, Jashub,
Sheal, and Jeremoth.

3030 Of the sons of Pahath-Moab,

there were Adna, Kelal, Benaiah, Maaseiah, Matta-
niah, Bezalel, Binnui, and Manasseh.

3131 Of the sons of Harim,
there were Eliezer, Ishijah, Malkijah, Shemaiah,
Shimeon, 3232 Benjamin, Malluk, and Shemariah.

3333 Of the sons of Hashum,
there were Mattenai, Mattattah, Zabad, Eliphelet,
Jeremai, Manasseh, and Shimei.

3434 Of the sons of Bani,
there were Maadai, Amram, Uel, 3535 Benaiah, Be-
deiah, Keluhi, 3636 Vaniah, Meremoth, Eliashib,
3737 Mattaniah, Mattenai, and Jaasu.

3838 Of the sons of Binnui,
there were Shimei, 3939 Shelemiah, Nathan, Adaiah,
4040 Maknadebai, Shashai, Sharai, 4141 Azarel, Shelemi-
ah, Shemariah, 4242 Shallum, Amariah, and Joseph.

4343 Of the sons of Nebo,
there were Jeiel, Mattithiah, Zabad, Zebina, Jaddai,
Joel, and Benaiah.

4444 All these married foreign women, and some of
them had wives that had children.
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NEHEMIAHNEHEMIAH
The book of Nehemiah was likely written between 445 and 420 BC. Jewish and Christian traditions credit Ezra
as the author. Originally written as a two-volume composition, the books of Ezra and Nehemiah are closely re-
lated and recount overlapping time periods and events. Nehemiah records some of the last historical events in
Old Testament history at the end of the fifth century. This book is the story of a Jewish cupbearer of King Artax-
erxes I in Persia who is made governor of Judah and sent to Jerusalem to build its walls and make it a more po-
litically and militarily secure site. Nehemiah’s return marks the third wave of returning exiles. They rebuild the
walls of Jerusalem in the face of armed opposition from inhabitants of the land. Important events include the
public reading of the Law of Moses, the repentance of the people, and the restoration of the Feast of Taberna-
cles, temple procedures, and Sabbath rest.

The PrThe Prayer of Nehemiahayer of Nehemiah

The words of Nehemiah the son of Hakaliah.
In the month Kislev, in the twentieth year, while

I was in Susa the palace, 22 Hanani, one of my relatives,
and some men of Judah arrived. So I asked them con-
cerning the returning Jews who had been in captivity,
and concerning Jerusalem.

33 They said to me, “The remnant that returned from
captivity is there in the province enduring great afflic-
tion and reproach. Also, the wall of Jerusalem remains
broken down, and its gates have been burned with
fire.”

44 When I heard these words, I sat down and wept
and mourned for days. Then I fasted, and prayed be-
fore the God of heaven, 55 and said:

“I beseech You, O LORD God of heaven, the great
and awesome God, who keeps covenant and mercy for
those who love Him and keep His commandments.
66 Let Your ear now be attentive, and Your eyes open,
that You may hear the prayer of Your servant, which I
now pray before You, day and night, for the children of
Israel Your servants, and confess the sins of the chil-
dren of Israel, which we have sinned against You. Both
my father’s house and I have sinned. 77 We have acted
very corruptly against You and have not obeyed the
commandments, nor the statutes, nor the judgments,
which You commanded Your servant Moses.

88 “Please remember the word that You commanded
Your servant Moses, saying, ‘If you behave unfaithful-
ly, then I will scatter you among the nations, 99 but if
you return to Me and keep My commandments and do
them, though your outcasts are under the farthest
part of the heavens, I will gather them from there and
bring them back to the place where I have chosen to
establish My name.’

1010 “Now these are Your servants and Your people,
whom You have redeemed by Your great power and
by Your strong hand. 1111 O Lord, I implore You, let Your

ear be attentive to the prayer of Your servant, and to
the prayer of Your servants who delight to revere Your
name. And let Your servant prosper this day, and grant
him mercy in the sight of this man.”

For I was the king’s cupbearer.

Nehemiah Sent to JerusalemNehemiah Sent to Jerusalem

In the month of Nisan, during the twentieth year
of King Artaxerxes, when wine was before him, I

took the wine and gave it to the king. Never had I
been upset in his presence. 22 So the king said to me,
“Why is your face troubled though you do not seem
sick? This is nothing but a troubled heart.”

Then I became very much afraid 33 and said to the
king, “May the king live forever! Why should not my
face be troubled when the city, the place of my fathers’
tombs, lies waste, and its gates have been destroyed
by fire?”

44 So the king said to me, “What are you requesting
about this matter?”

Immediately, I prayed to the God of heaven 55 and
then said to the king, “If this pleases the king and if
this might be good for your servant who is before you,
then would you send me to Judah, to the city of my fa-
thers’ tombs so that I may rebuild it?”

66 The king, with the queen sitting beside him, said to
me, “How long would your journey be? And when will
you return?” Because it pleased the king to send me, I
established a timetable for him.

77 I further said to the king, “If this pleases the king,
may letters be given to me for the governors of the
province Beyond the River so that they would allow me
to pass through until I come to Judah, 88 as well as a let-
ter to Asaph the keeper of the king’s forest, that he
may give me timber to make beams for the gates of
the temple mount, for the city wall, and for the house
into which I will enter.” The king granted me these
things, because the good hand of my God was upon
me. 99 When I came to the governors of the province
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Beyond the River, I gave them the king’s letters. He al-
so sent with me commanders of foot and horse sol-
diers.

1010 When Sanballat the Horonite and Tobiah the Am-
monite subordinate heard this, it deeply grieved them
that there was a man coming to seek the welfare of
the children of Israel.

Nehemiah Inspects JerusalemNehemiah Inspects Jerusalem’’s Ws Wallsalls
1111 When I arrived in Jerusalem, I was there three

days. 1212 Then I arose in the night, I and a few men who
were with me; I told no one what my God had put in
my heart to do for Jerusalem. There was no animal
with me, except the one on which I rode.

1313 So I went out by night by the Valley Gate toward
the Dragon’s Well and then to the Dung Gate, because
I was inspecting the broken-down walls of Jerusalem
and its burned gates. 1414 Next I passed by the Fountain
Gate and then to the King’s Pool, but there was no
place for my mount to pass. 1515 By going up along the
riverbed at night, I inspected the wall. Then I turned
back so that I could enter by the Valley Gate, and then
came back again. 1616 The officials did not know where I
went or what I did, since I had not yet told it to the
Jews, the priests, the nobles, the officials, or to any of
the others who would do the work.

1717 Finally, I said to them, “You see the distress that we
are in, how Jerusalem is devastated and its gates are
burned with fire. Come, and let us rebuild the wall of
Jerusalem so that we will no more be a reproach.”
1818 Then I told them that the hand of my God had been
good to me and also about the king’s words that he
had spoken to me.

And they said, “Let us rise up and build!” So they
strengthened their hands for the good work.

1919 But when Sanballat the Horonite, Tobiah the Am-
monite subordinate, and Geshem the Arabian heard it,
they laughed us to scorn, and despised us, and said,
“What is this thing that you are doing? Are you re-
belling against the king?”

2020 Then answered I them and said to them, “The God
of heaven, He will enable us to prosper. Therefore we
His servants will arise and build, but you will have no
portion, or right, or memorial in Jerusalem.”

Rebuilding the WRebuilding the Wallall

Then Eliashib the high priest rose up with his
brothers the priests, and they built the Sheep

Gate. They sanctified it and erected its doors. From the
Tower of the Hundred to the Tower of Hananel, they
sanctified the wall. 22 Next to him the men of Jericho
built, and next to them Zakkur the son of Imri built.

33 The sons of Hassenaah built the Fish Gate, con-
structing its beams, erecting its doors, and installinginstalling
locks and bars for it. 44 Next to them Meremoth the son
of Uriah, the son of Hakkoz made repairs. Next to him,
Meshullam the son of Berekiah, the son of Meshezabel

made repairs. Next to him Zadok the son of Baana
made repairs. 55 Next to them the Tekoites made re-
pairs, but their noblemen would not put their shoul-
ders to the work of their Lord.

66 Joiada the son of Paseah and Meshullam the son of
Besodeiah repaired the Old Gate. They constructed its
beams, erected its doors, and installedinstalled locks and bars
for it. 77 Next to them repairs were made by Melatiah
the Gibeonite and Jadon the Meronothite, the men of
Gibeon and of Mizpah, places under the authority of
the governor of the province Beyond the River. 88 Next
to them Uzziel the son of Harhaiah, one of the gold-
smiths, made repairs. Next to him Hananiah, the son
of one of the apothecaries, made repairs, and they re-
paired Jerusalem as far as the Broad Wall. 99 Next to
him Rephaiah the son of Hur, commander of half of
the Jerusalem district, made repairs. 1010 Next to him
Jedaiah the son of Harumaph made repairs across
from his house. Next to him Hattush the son of
Hashabneiah made repairs. 1111 Malkijah the son of
Harim and Hasshub the son of Pahath-Moab repaired
another section, as well as the Tower of the Furnaces.
1212 Next to them Shallum the son of Hallohesh, com-
mander of the other half of the Jerusalem district,
made repairs along with his daughters.

1313 Hanun and the inhabitants of Zanoah repaired the
Valley Gate. They rebuilt it, erected its doors, and in-in-
stalledstalled locks and bars for it, plus rrepairepaireded one thou-
sand cubits †† along on the wall to the Dung Gate.

1414 But the Dung Gate was repaired by Malkijah the
son of Rekab, commander of the Beth Hakkerem dis-
trict. He rebuilt it, and erected its doors, and installedinstalled
the locks and bars for it.

1515 Moreover, Shallun the son of Kol-Hozeh, comman-
der of the Mizpah district, made repairs to the Foun-
tain Gate. He rebuilt it, covered it, erected its doors,
and installedinstalled the locks and bars for it. He also rHe also repairepaireded
the wall of the pool of Shelah by the king’s garden as
far as the steps going down from the City of David.
1616 After him Nehemiah the son of Azbuk, commander
of half of the Beth Zur district, made repairs as far as
the area across from the Tomb of David plus to the
constructed pool and to the house of the mighty.

1717 After him the Levites, under Rehum the son of
Bani, made repairs. Next to them Hashabiah, com-
mander of half of the Keilah district, made repairs in
his area. 1818 After him their brothers, under Binnui the
son of Henadad, commander of the other half of the
Keilah district, made repairs. 1919 Next to them Ezer the
son of Jeshua, commander of Mizpah, made repairs to
another section across from the ascent to the armory
at the corner. 2020 After him Baruch the son of Zabbai
zealously repaired another section, from the corner to
the door of the house of Eliashib the high priest. 2121 Af-
ter him Meremoth the son of Uriah the son of Hakkoz
repaired another section from the door of the house
of Eliashib to the end of it.

† About 1,500 feet, or about 450 meters.
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2222 After him the priests, the men of the surrounding
plain, made repairs. 2323 After them Benjamin and Has-
shub made repairs across from their house. After
them Azariah the son of Maaseiah the son of Ananiah
made repairs beside his house. 2424 After him Binnui the
son of Henadad repaired another section from the
house of Azariah as far as the corner plus the corner
tower. 2525 Palal the son of Uzai made rmade repairsepairs across
from the corner and to the tower protruding out of
the king’s upper house next to the courtyard of the
guards. After him Pedaiah the son of Parosh made rmade re-e-
pairspairs . 2626 The temple servants living in Ophel made rmade re-e-
pairspairs from opposite the Water Gate eastward to the
protruding tower. 2727 After them the Tekoites repaired
another section across from the great protruding tow-
er as far as the wall of Ophel.

2828 Up to the Horse Gate the priests made re-
pairs—each one across from his house. 2929 After them
Zadok the son of Immer repaired across from his
house. After him Shemaiah the son of Shekaniah, who
was keeper of the East Gate, made repairs. 3030 After him
Hananiah the son of Shelemiah and Hanun the sixth
son of Zalaph repaired another section. After them
Meshullam the son of Berekiah made repairs across
from his chamber. 3131 After him Malkijah the gold-
smith’s son made repairs as far as the house of the
temple servants and the merchants. This was across
from the Mustering Gate eextendingxtending as far as the up-
per room of the corner tower. 3232 Between the upper
room of the corner tower and the Sheep Gate, the
goldsmiths and the merchants made repairs.

Opposition to the RebuildingOpposition to the Rebuilding

When Sanballat heard that we were rebuilding
the wall, he became angry and was greatly irritat-

ed, and he mocked the Jews. 22 He spoke before his rel-
atives and the army of Samaria and said, “What are
these feeble Jews doing? Are they fortifying them-
selves? Will they make sacrifices? Can they complete
this in a day? Can they revive the burned-up stones
out of the rubbish heaps?”

33 Now Tobiah the Ammonite was beside him, and he
said, “Even what they are rebuilding, if even a fox
climbed it, that would break down their stone wall.”

44 Hear, O our God, that we are despised. Turn their
reproach back upon their own head, and give them as
spoil in a land of captivity: 55 No longer cover their iniq-
uity nor blot out their sin, which is before You since
they have made insults against the builders.

66 So we rebuilt the wall until all of it was solidified up
to half its height. The people had a passion for the
work.

77 When Sanballat, Tobiah, the Arabians, the Am-
monites, and the Ashdodites heard how the restora-
tion of Jerusalem’s walls was progressing and how the
breaches had begun to be sealed, it made them ex-
tremely furious. 88 So they all conspired together to
fight against Jerusalem in order to cause it chaos.

99 Nevertheless we prayed to our God, and, because of
them, we set up a watch for them day and night.

1010 Judah had said, “The strength of the burden bear-
ers is failing though there is much rubble. And we our-
selves are unable to rebuild the wall.”

1111 Our adversaries said, “They will neither know nor
see until we have entered in among them and slain
them. Indeed, we will stop the work!”

1212 When the Jews living near them came, they told us
ten times, “From every place where you turn, thethey willy will
bebe against us.”

1313 Therefore I set guarguardsds at the lowest positions
along the wallalong the wall and just inside the wall at the unre-
paired areas. I also stationed the people by families
prprooviding them individuallyviding them individually their own swords, spears,
and bows. 1414 After I looked around, I stood up and said
to the nobles, the rulers, and the rest of the people,
“Stop being terrified because of them! Remember in-
stead that the Lord is great and awesome. So fight for
each other—and for your sons, your daughters, your
wives, and your houses.”

1515 Now when our enemies heard that this had be-
come known to us and that God had brought their
counsel to nothing, then we all returned to the wall,
everyone to his work.

1616 After that day, half of my servants did the work
while the other half handled the spears, shields, bows,
and body armor. Commanders were appointedappointed to sup-
port every house of Judah. 1717 Those rebuilding the wall
and those hauling the loads were working with one
hand doing the task, but with the other hand holding
the weapon. 1818 For the builders, everyone had his
sword bound to his side, even while rebuilding. The
trumpet blower worked beside me.

1919 I said to the nobles, the rulers, and to the rest of
the people, “The work is vast and over a large area.
Since we are spread along the wall far from each oth-
er, 2020 assemble to us there at the place where you hear
the trumpet sounded. Our God shall fight for us.”

2121 So we labored in the work with half of them hold-
ing spears from sunrise to the rising of the stars.
2222 Likewise at the same time I said to the people,
“Every man and his servant must lodge within
Jerusalem. By night, they may be a guard to us; by day,
a laborlaborer forer for the work.” 2323 So neither I nor my brothers
nor my servants nor the men of the guard who fol-
lowed me took off our clothes. Each carried his
weapon, eeven whenven when washing.

Nehemiah Stops OpprNehemiah Stops Oppressionession

Now there was a great outcry of the people and
their wives against their fellow Jews. 22 Some were

saying, “We and our sons and our daughters are
many. Therefore, let us acquire grain so that we may
eat and live.”

33 Others were saying, “We have mortgaged our
fields, vineyards, and houses so that we might acquire
grain because of hunger.”
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44 Still others were saying, “We have borrowed money
for the king’s tribute against the value ofagainst the value of our fields
and vineyards. 55 Now our flesh is the same as the flesh
of our countrymen. Our children are like their children,
but we are subjugating our sons and our daughters as
servants. Indeed, some of our daughters are in
bondage already, and we are powerless to do any-to do any-
thingthing because our fields and vineyards belong to oth-
ers.”

66 I was very angry when I heard their outcry and
these words. 77 So I contemplated about this for myself
and, as a result, I rebuked the nobles and officials and
said to them, “Based on the claim of each against his
brother, you are exacting usury.” Then I convened a
great assembly against them, 88 and I said to them, “By
whatever means we had, we purchased our Jewish
countrymen who were being sold to the nations. So,
will you once more sell your countrymen so that they
might againagain be sold to us?” Then they kept silent, be-
cause they found nothing to answer.

99 Also I said, “What you are doing is not good! Should
not you walk in the fear of our God because of the re-
proach of the nations, our enemies? 1010 Moreover, I, my
relatives, and my servants are loaning them money
and grain. So, I urge you, cease from this practice of
usury. 1111 Please restore to them, even this day, their
fields, their vineyards, their olive groves, and their
houses, along with a hundredth part of the money, the
grain, the wine, and the oil that you had exacted from
them.”

1212 Then they said, “We will restore itit and will require
nothing of them. We will do what you have said.”

Then I called the priests and made them swear an
oath to keep this promise. 1313 Also I shook out the front
of my garment and said, “Like this, may God shake out
every man from his house and from his labor who
does not carry out this promise. Exactly like this, may
he be shaken out and emptied.”

And all the congregation said, “Amen,” and praised
the LORD . And the people did according to this
promise.

NehemiahNehemiah’’s Geners Generosityosity
1414 Moreover from the time that I was appointed to be

their governor in the land of Judah (from the twentieth
year even until the thirty-second year of King Artaxerx-
es) twelve years had passedhad passed . And my companions and
I had not eaten the governor’s food allotmentallotment . 1515 The
former governors preceding me had extracted a heavy
burden on the people, because they took from them
food and wine, besides forty shekels †† of silver. More-
over, even their servants domineered over the people.
But I myself never did so, because of the fear of God.
1616 Furthermore, I stayed determined in the work on
this wall. We bought no field, and all my servants were
gathered there for the sake of the work.

† About 1 pound, or 460 grams.

1717 Moreover there were rregularlyegularly at my table one
hundred and fifty Jews and officials, besides those who
came to us from the nations around us. 1818 Daily there
were one ox and six choice sheep prepared for me.
Fowls were also prepared for me. Once in ten days all
sorts of wine werwere suppliede supplied in abundance. Yet for all
this, I never required the governor’s food allotmentallotment
because it was a heavy burden on this people.

1919 Remember me, O my God, for good, according to
all that I have done for this people.

NehemiahNehemiah’’s Enemiess Enemies

When Sanballat, Tobiah, Geshem the Arabian,
and the rest of our enemies heard that I had re-

built the wall and that there was not a gap in it
(though at that time I had not erected the doors on
the gates), 22 Sanballat and Geshem sent to me, saying,
“Come, that we might meet together in one of the vil-
lages in the plain of Ono.”

But they planned to do evil to me. 33 So I sent mes-
sengers to them, saying, “I am doing a great work, so I
am not able to come down. Why should the work
cease while I leave it and come down to you?” 44 Four
more times they sent for me like this, but I answered
them the same way.

55 Sanballat sent the same request a fifth time by his
servant, but the letter was open in his hand. 66 In it was
written,

“It is reported among the nations, and Geshem con-
firms it, that you and the Jews are planning to rebel;
consequently you are rebuilding the wall. According to
these words, you are their king. 77 You have also ap-
pointed prophets to preach on your behalf in
Jerusalem, saying, ‘There is a king in Judah!’ According
to these words, it will now be reported to the king. So
come now and let us consult together.”

88 I sent him this rthis responseesponse , saying, “Nothing like
these reports that you are saying has occurred. From
your own mind, you are inventing themthem .”

99 Because they all wanted to frighten us, they
thought, “They will pull their hands back from the
work.” But that would never be done.

So now, O GodO God , strengthen my hands.
1010 When I came to the house of Shemaiah the crip-

pled son of Delaiah the son of Mehetabel, he said, “Let
us meet together at the house of God, inside the tem-
ple, and then we can shut the temple doors. They are
coming to kill you! Even tonight, they could come to
kill you!”

1111 But I said, “Should a man like me flee? Who is
there like me who would go into the temple to save
his life? I would never go!” 1212 Then I perceived and saw
that God had not sent him, but that he pronounced
the prophecy against me, because Tobiah and Sanbal-
lat had hired him. 1313 He was hired for this reason: that I
might become fearful, act accordingly, and sin. Then
they would have an evil report by which they could re-
proach me.
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1414 Remember, O my God, concerning Tobiah and San-
ballat these deeds of theirs, as well as the prophetess
Noadiah and the rest of the prophets who were trying
to frighten me.

The WThe Wall Completedall Completed
1515 The wall was finished on the twenty-fifth day of the

month Elul, in fifty-two days. 1616 When all our enemies
heard itit and all the surrounding nations saw itit , they
were tremendously humbled. They perceived that, be-
cause of our God, this work had been accomplished.

1717 Moreover in those days the nobles of Judah pro-
duced numerous letters in transit to Tobiah. Likewise,
the letters of Tobiah came to them, 1818 because so
many in Judah were bound by oath to him since he
was the son-in-law of Shekaniah the son of Arah, and
his son Jehohanan had married the daughter of
Meshullam the son of Berekiah. 1919 Also they reported
his good deeds in front of me and reported my words
to him. Tobiah sent letters to frighten me.

Once the wall was rebuilt and I had erected the
doors, the gatekeepers, the singers, and the

Levites were appointed. 22 Over Jerusalem, I put in
charge both my brother Hanani and Hananiah, the
palace commander, because each was a faithful man
and feared God more than many. 33 I said to them, “The
gates of Jerusalem should not be opened until the sun
is hot. Until guarguardsds are posted, the doors should be
closed and bolted. Likewise, appoint guards from
Jerusalem’s inhabitants—each at his post, across from
his own house.”

44 Now the city was large and spacious, yet the people
in it were few since there had been no houses built.

The List of Returned ExilesThe List of Returned Exiles
Ezr 2:1–70

55 So my God put an ideaan idea in my mind, and I gathered
the nobles, the officials, and the people together to
conduct a genealogy registration. When I found the
book of the genealogical register, it contained the listcontained the list
of those who first came back. I found written in it:

66 These are the people of the province who returned
from the captivity of the exiles whom King Nebuchad-
nezzar of Babylon had carried away, but came back to
Jerusalem and to Judah, everyone to his city. 77 Those
who came with Zerubbabel were Joshua, Nehemiah,
Azariah, Raamiah, Nahamani, Mordecai, Bilshan, Mis-
pereth, Bigvai, Nehum, and Baanah.

The number of the men of the people of Israel was
this:
88 The sons of Parosh, two thousand one hundred
and seventy-two;

99 the sons of Shephatiah, three hundred and sev-
enty-two;
1010 the sons of Arah, six hundred and fifty-two;
1111 the sons of Pahath-Moab, of the sons of Jeshua
and Joab, two thousand eight hundred and eigh-
teen;

1212 the sons of Elam, one thousand two hundred
and fifty-four;
1313 the sons of Zattu, eight hundred and forty-five;
1414 the sons of Zakkai, seven hundred and sixty;
1515 the sons of Binnui, six hundred and forty-eight;
1616 the sons of Bebai, six hundred and twenty-eight;
1717 the sons of Azgad, two thousand three hundred
and twenty-two;
1818 the sons of Adonikam, six hundred and sixty-
seven;
1919 the sons of Bigvai, two thousand and sixty-sev-
en;
2020 the sons of Adin, six hundred and fifty-five;
2121 the sons of Ater of Hezekiah, ninety-eight;
2222 the sons of Hashum, three hundred and twenty-
eight;
2323 the sons of Bezai, three hundred and twenty-
four;
2424 the sons of Hariph, one hundred and twelve;
2525 the sons of Gibeon, ninety-five.

2626 The men of Bethlehem and Netophah, one hun-
dred and eighty-eight;

2727 the men of Anathoth, one hundred and twenty-
eight;
2828 the men of Beth Azmaveth, forty-two;
2929 the men of Kiriath Jearim, Kephirah, and
Beeroth, seven hundred and forty-three;
3030 the men of Ramah and Geba, six hundred and
twenty-one;
3131 the men of Mikmash, one hundred and twenty-
two;
3232 the men of Bethel and Ai, one hundred and
twenty-three;
3333 the men of the other Nebo, fifty-two;
3434 the sons of the other Elam, one thousand two
hundred and fifty-four;
3535 the sons of Harim, three hundred and twenty;
3636 the sons of Jericho, three hundred and forty-
five;
3737 the sons of Lod, Hadid, and Ono, seven hundred
and twenty-one;
3838 the sons of Senaah, three thousand nine hun-
dred and thirty.

Priestly LeadersPriestly Leaders
3939 The priests:
the sons of Jedaiah, of the house of Jeshua, nine
hundred and seventy-three;

4040 the sons of Immer, one thousand and fifty-two;
4141 the sons of Pashhur, one thousand two hundred
and forty-seven;
4242 the sons of Harim, one thousand and seven-
teen.

4343 The Levites:
the sons of Jeshua, of Kadmiel, and of the sons of
Hodaviah, seventy-four.

4444 The singers:
the sons of Asaph, one hundred and forty-eight.
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4545 The gatekeepers:
the sons of Shallum, the sons of Ater, the sons of
Talmon, the sons of Akkub, the sons of Hatita, the
sons of Shobai, one hundred and thirty-eight.

4646 The temple servants:
the sons of Ziha, the sons of Hasupha, the sons of
Tabbaoth,
4747 the sons of Keros, the sons of Sia, the sons of
Padon,
4848 the sons of Lebana, the sons of Hagaba, the
sons of Shalmai,
4949 the sons of Hanan, the sons of Giddel, the sons
of Gahar,
5050 the sons of Reaiah, the sons of Rezin, the sons
of Nekoda,
5151 the sons of Gazzam, the sons of Uzza, the sons
of Paseah,
5252 the sons of Besai, the sons of Meunim, the sons
of Nephusim,
5353 the sons of Bakbuk, the sons of Hakupha, the
sons of Harhur,
5454 the sons of Bazluth, the sons of Mehida, the
sons of Harsha,
5555 the sons of Barkos, the sons of Sisera, the sons
of Temah,
5656 the sons of Neziah, the sons of Hatipha.

5757 The sons of Solomon’s servants:
the sons of Sotai, the sons of Sophereth, the sons
of Perida,
5858 the sons of Jaala, the sons of Darkon, the sons
of Giddel,
5959 the sons of Shephatiah, the sons of Hattil,
the sons of Pokereth-Hazzebaim, the sons of
Amon.

6060 All the temple servants and the sons of
Solomon’s servants were three hundred and nine-
ty-two.

6161 These were they who came up from Tel Melah, Tel
Harsha, Kerub, Addon, and Immer, but they could not
show their fathers’ houses nor their lineage—whether
they were of Israel:

6262 The sons of
Delaiah, the sons of Tobiah, the sons of Nekoda,
six hundred and forty-two.

6363 Of the priests:
the sons of
Hobaiah, the sons of Hakkoz, the sons of Barzillai,
who married one of the daughters of Barzillai the
Gileadite, and was called by their name.

6464 These sought for their fathers’ registration in the
genealogical registry, but it was not found. Therefore,
they were considered as unclean and rand remoemovedved from
the priesthood. 6565 The magistrate said to them that
they should not eat of the most holy things until there
was an appointed priest with Urim and Thummim.

6666 The whole congregation together was forty-two
thousand three hundred and sixty, 6767 besides their
male and female servants, which numbered seven

thousand three hundred and thirty-seven; and they
had two hundred and forty-five male and female
singers. 6868 Their horses were seven hundred and thir-
ty-six; their mules, two hundred and forty-five; 6969 their
camels, four hundred and thirty-five; the donkeys, six
thousand seven hundred and twenty.

7070 Some of the chiefs of the fathers’ households gave
to the work. The magistrate gave to the treasury one
thousand gold drachmas, †† fifty basins, and five hun-
dred and thirty priests’ garments. 7171 Others of the
chiefs of the fathers’ households gave to the treasury
for the work twenty thousand gold drachmas †††† and
two thousand two hundred silver minas. ‡‡7272 What the
rest of the people gave was twenty thousand gold
drachmas, two thousand silver minas, ‡†‡† and sixty-sev-
en priests’ garments.

7373 So the priests, the Levites, the gatekeepers, the
singers, some of the people, the temple servants, and
all Israel lived in their cities.

EzrEzra Reads the Lawa Reads the Law

When the seventh month came, the children of Israel
were in their cities.

All the people gathered together as one man in
the area in front of the Water Gate, and they

asked Ezra the scribe to bring the Book of the Law of
Moses, which the LORD had commanded to Israel.

22 On the first day of the seventh month, Ezra the
priest brought the Law before the congregation of
men, women, and all who could listen with under-
standing. 33 In the area in front of the Water Gate, he
read aloud from sunrise until midday to the men,
women, and those who could understand. All the peo-
ple listened attentively to the Book of the Law.

44 Ezra the scribe stood on a raised wood platform,
which they had made for the purpose. Beside him
stood Mattithiah, Shema, Anaiah, Uriah, Hilkiah, and
Maaseiah on his right hand; and on his left hand,
Pedaiah, Mishael, Malkijah, Hashum, Hashbaddanah,
Zechariah, and Meshullam.

55 Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people
(because he was above all the people), and, as he
opened it, all the people stood up. 66 When Ezra
blessed the LORD as the great God, all the people re-
sponded “Amen, Amen!” By lifting up their hands as
they bowed their heads, they worshipped the LORD
with their faces to the ground.

77 Then Jeshua, Bani, Sherebiah, Jamin, Akkub, Shab-
bethai, Hodiah, Maaseiah, Kelita, Azariah, Jozabad,
Hanan, Pelaiah, and the Levites, explained the Law to
the people while the people stood in their place. 88 They
read from the book, from the Law of God, with inter-
pretation, and they gave the sense, so that the people
understood the reading.

† About 19 pounds, or 8.4 kilograms. †† About 375 pounds,
or 170 kilograms; and in v. 72. ‡ About 11/3 tons, or 1.2 metric
tons. ‡† About 11/4 tons, or 1.1 metric tons.
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99 Then Nehemiah the magistrate, Ezra the priest and
scribe, and the Levites who were teaching the people
said to all the people, “This day is holy to the LORD
your God. Stop mourning and weeping.” (This was be-
cause all the people wept when they heard the words
of the Law.)

1010 Then he said to them, “Go your way. Eat the fat,
drink the sweet drinkdrink , and send portions to those for
whom nothing is prepared; for this day is holy to our
Lord. Do not be grieved, for the joy of the LORD is your
strength.”

1111 So the Levites quieted all the people, saying,
“Hush! Because today is holy you should stop being so
sorrowful.”

1212 Then all the people went to eat, to drink, to send
portions, and to enjoy a great celebration because
they had understood the words declared to them.

The Feast of TThe Feast of Tabernaclesabernacles
1313 On the second day, the chiefs of the fathers’

households of all the people, the priests, and the
Levites were gathered to Ezra the scribe in order to
understand the words of the Law. 1414 They found writ-
ten in the Law where the LORD had commanded by
Moses that the children of Israel should dwell in
booths in the feast of the seventh month, 1515 and that
they should publish and proclaim in all their cities and
in Jerusalem, “Go out to the hills and bring olive
branches, along with wild olive branches, myrtle
branches, palm branches, and other leafy branches to
make booths, as it was written.”

1616 So the people went out and brought back brbranch-anch-
eses and made themselves booths. Each household didhousehold did
soso on its roof, in their yard, on the grounds of the
house of God, in the area in front of the Water Gate, or
in the area at the Gate of Ephraim. 1717 All the congrega-
tion who had returned from captivity made booths
and lived in them. Not since the days of Joshua the son
of Nun to that day had the children of Israel done so,
and there was a tremendously great feast.

1818 And day by day, from the first day to the last day,
he read from the Book of the Law of God. They cele-
brated the feast seven days, and on the eighth day
there was a solemn assembly as required.

The IsrThe Israelites Confess Their Sinsaelites Confess Their Sins

Now on the twenty-fourth day of this month the
children of Israel were assembled with fasting

and sackcloth, and there was dirt on them. 22 The off-
spring of Israel separated themselves from all the for-
eigners and then stood and confessed their sins and
the iniquities of their fathers. 33 They stood in their
place and read from the Book of the Law of the LORD
their God for a fourth of the day. And for another
fourth, they confessed and worshipped the LORD their
God. 44 Jeshua, Bani, Kadmiel, Shebaniah, Bunni, Shere-
biah, Bani, and Kenani stood up on the stairs of the

Levites and cried with a loud voice to the LORD their
God. 55 Then the Levites, Jeshua, Kadmiel, Bani,
Hashabneiah, Sherebiah, Hodiah, Shebaniah, and
Pethahiah, said:

“Stand up and bless the LORD your God forever and
ever! Let them bless Your glorious name, which is ex-
alted above all blessing and praise. 66 You alone are the
LORD . You have made heaven, the heaven of heav-
ens, with all their host, the earth and all that is on it,
the seas and all that is in them; and You preserve
them all. And the host of heaven worships You.

77 “You are the LORD God who chose Abram and
brought him out of Ur of the Chaldeans. You gave him
the name Abraham 88 and found his heart faithful be-
fore You. And You made a covenant with him to give
him the land of the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amor-
ites, the Perizzites, the Jebusites, and the Gir-
gashites—to give it to his seed. Indeed, You have ful-
filled Your words because You are righteous.

99 “When You saw the affliction of our fathers in Egypt
and heard their cry by the Red Sea, 1010 You enacted
signs and wonders against Pharaoh, against all his
servants, and against all the people of his land be-
cause You knew how arrogantly they had acted
against them. Thus, You made a name for Yourself, as
it is this day. 1111 You divided the sea before them, so
they might pass through the midst of the sea on dry
ground, and cast their pursuers into the deep like a
stone into stormy waters. 1212 By day You led them with
a pillar of cloud, and by night with a pillar of fire to
light the way for them to go.

1313 “You came down on Mount Sinai and spoke with
them from heaven and gave them just requirements,
true laws, good statutes and commandments. 1414 You
also revealed to them Your Holy Sabbath and, by the
hand of Moses Your servant, set in place for them the
precepts, statutes, and laws. 1515 You gave them bread
from heaven for their hunger and brought water out
of the rock for them for their thirst. You told them to
enter in order to possess the land which You had
sworn to give them.

1616 “But they and our fathers acted proudly and hard-
ened their necks and did not obey Your command-
ments. 1717 They refused to obey and were not mindful
of Your wonders that You performed among them. But
they hardened their necks and in their rebellion ap-
pointed a leader to return to their bondage. But You
are a God ready to pardon, gracious and merciful, slow
to anger and abounding in kindness, and did not for-
sake them.

1818 “Even when they had made themselves a molded
calf and said, ‘This is your god that brought you out of
Egypt,’ and committed terrible provocations, 1919 yet You
in Your great mercy did not forsake them in the wilder-
ness: The pillar of the cloud did not depart from them
by day, to lead them in the way, nor the pillar of fire by
night, to light for them the way they should go. 2020 You
gave Your good Spirit to instruct them, did not with-

NEHEMIAH 8:9 359 NEHEMIAH 9:20



1010

hold Your manna from their mouth, and gave them
water for their thirst. 2121 Forty years You sustained
them in the wilderness, so that they lacked noth-
ing—their clothing did not wear out nor did their feet
swell.

2222 “You gave them kingdoms and nations, and You di-
vided them as boundaries. They possessed the land of
Sihon, which was the land of the king of Heshbon, and
the land of Og, the king of Bashan. 2323 Their descen-
dants You increased like the stars of heaven, and You
brought them into the land, which You had promised
to their fathers that they would enter and possess it.
2424 So the descendants went in and possessed the land,
and You subdued for them the inhabitants of the land,
the Canaanites, and gave them into their hands—with
their kings and the peoples of the land—to do with
them as they would. 2525 They captured unassailable
cities and a fertile land. They possessed houses full of
all goods, wells dug, vineyards, olive groves, and fruit
trees in abundance, so they ate, were filled, and be-
came fat, and they indulged themselves in Your great
goodness.

2626 “Nevertheless they became disobedient, and re-
belled against You, and cast Your law behind their
backs, and killed Your prophets who had warned them
to turn back to You. But they committed terrible
provocations. 2727 Therefore You delivered them into the
hand of their enemies, who afflicted them. When they
cried to You in the time of their affliction, You heard
from heaven, and, according to Your abundant mercy,
You gave them deliverers who delivered them out of
the hand of their enemies.

2828 “But after they had rest, they again did evil before
You. Therefore You abandoned them to the hand of
their enemies, so that they had dominion over them.
Yet when they turned and cried to You, You heard
from heaven, and many times You delivered them ac-
cording to Your mercies.

2929 “You warned them in order to restore them again
to Your law, but they acted arrogantly and did not lis-
ten to Your commandments. They sinned against Your
ordinances (which would enable a man to live, if he
would do them), stubbornly turning away and becom-
ing belligerent so that they would not hear. 3030 For
many years You endured them and warned them by
Your Spirit in Your prophets, yet they would not listen.
Therefore, You gave them into the hand of the people
of the lands. 3131 Nevertheless, for the sake of Your
abundant mercy, You did not completely destroy them
or forsake them. Indeed, You are a gracious and mer-
ciful God.

3232 “Now therefore, our God, the great, the mighty,
and the awesome God, who keeps covenant and mer-
cy, let not all the hardship, since the time of the kings
of Assyria until this day, that has come on us, our
kings, our princes, our priests, our prophets, our fa-
thers, and on all Your people seem insignificant to
You. 3333 You are righteous for everything that has come

upon us! You have acted faithfully while we have done
wickedly. 3434 For our kings, princes, priests, and fathers
have failed to keep Your law and did not obey Your
commandments and Your warnings even when You
confronted them. 3535 For whether in their kingdom or in
Your abundant goodness (that You gave them) or in
the spacious and fertile land (that You set before
them), they have neither served You nor turned away
from their wicked deeds.

3636 “Here we are, slaves today. The land that You gave
to our fathers was for eating its fruit and its goodness.
Behold, we have become slaves on account of it, 3737 be-
cause its abundant produce belongs to the kings
whom You have set over us due to our sins. They have
control over our bodies and over our livestock, as they
please. We are in great distress.”

Signatories to the AgrSignatories to the Agreementeement
3838 So on the basis of all this, we are executing a writ-

ten agreement that is being sealed by our princes,
Levites, and priests.

Signatories of the CoSignatories of the Covenantvenant

Now the names ofthe names of those on the sealed agree-
ment were:

Nehemiah, the magistrate, the son of Hakaliah,
and Zedekiah. 22 Next were Seraiah, Azariah, Jere-
miah,
33 Pashhur, Amariah, Malkijah,
44 Hattush, Shebaniah, Malluk,
55 Harim, Meremoth, Obadiah,
66 Daniel, Ginnethon, Baruch,
77 Meshullam, Abijah, Mijamin,
88 Maaziah, Bilgai, and Shemaiah.
These were the priests.

99 The Levites were:
Jeshua the son of Azaniah, Binnui of the sons of
Henadad, and Kadmiel,
1010 along with their relatives Shebaniah,
Hodiah, Kelita, Pelaiah, Hanan,
1111 Mika, Rehob, Hashabiah,
1212 Zakkur, Sherebiah, Shebaniah,
1313 Hodiah, Bani, and Beninu.

1414 The leaders of the people were:
Parosh, Pahath-Moab, Elam, Zattu, Bani,
1515 Bunni, Azgad, Bebai,
1616 Adonijah, Bigvai, Adin,
1717 Ater, Hezekiah, Azzur,
1818 Hodiah, Hashum, Bezai,
1919 Hariph, Anathoth, Nebai,
2020 Magpiash, Meshullam, Hezir,
2121 Meshezabel, Zadok, Jaddua,
2222 Pelatiah, Hanan, Anaiah,
2323 Hoshea, Hananiah, Hasshub,
2424 Hallohesh, Pilha, Shobek,
2525 Rehum, Hashabnah, Maaseiah,
2626 Ahiah, Hanan, Anan,
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2727 Malluk, Harim, and Baanah.

Summary of the CoSummary of the Covenantvenant
2828 The remainder of the people, the priests, the

Levites, the gatekeepers, the singers, the temple ser-
vants, and all those who on the basis of the Law of
God separated themselves from the people of the
lands—their wives, their sons, and their daughters,
that is,that is, every one capable ofcapable of knowledge andand under-
standing— 2929 have decisively joined in with their coun-
trymen and their nobles, and obligated them-
selves—by both a curse and an oath—to walk in the
Law of God, which was given by Moses the servant of
God, and to observe and do all the commandments of
the LORD who is our Lord, along with His judgments
and His statutes 3030 so that we will not give our daugh-
ters to the people of the land nor take their daughters
for our sons.

3131 If the people of the land bring merchandise or any
grain on the Sabbath day to sell, we will not buy from
them on the Sabbath or a holy day. We will also re-
nounce the seventh year harvestharvest and the full payment
of every debt.

3232 We also establish for ourselves the ordinance to
collect from ourselves annually one-third of a shekel
for the service of the house of our God: 3333 for the
showbread, the continual grain offering, the continual
burnt offering, the Sabbaths, the New Moons, the ap-
pointed feasts, the holy things, and the sin offerings to
make an atonement for Israel, as well as for all the
work of the house of our God.

3434 Also, we cast lots to determine the dutythe duty of the sup-
ply of wood that the priests, the Levites, and the peo-
ple—according to the houses of our fathers, beingbeing set
by annually appointed times—might bring to the
house of our God, in order to burn itit on the altar of
the LORD our God, as it is written in the Law; 3535 and,
likewise, for the annual bringing of the first fruits of
our ground and the first fruits of all fruit of all trees to
the house of the LORD ; 3636 and for bringing to the
priests who are ministering at the house of God, the
firstborn of our sons and livestock, as it is written in
the Law, plus the firstborn of our herds and flocks.

3737 Moreover, the first of our fresh dough, our contri-
butions, the fruit of every tree, and the new wine and
oil we will bring to the priests at the chambers of the
house of our God, but the tithe of our crops we willwe will
bringbring to the Levites, since they themselves receive the
tithes in all our agricultural cities. 3838 There must be a
priest, a descendant of Aaron, with the Levites when
they are collecting tithes, and the Levites will offer a
tenth of the tithes to the house of our God, for the
chambers of the storehouse. 3939 Both the children of Is-
rael and the Levites should bring the contribution of
the grain, new wine, and the fresh oil to the chambers
because the vessels of the sanctuary and the minister-
ing priests, the gatekeepers, and the singers are
there.

We resolve not to forsake the house of our God.

The Residents of JerusalemThe Residents of Jerusalem
1Ch 9:1–17

Now the rulers of the people lived at Jerusalem,
so the rest of the people cast lots in order to

bring one out of ten to stay in Jerusalem, the holy city,
while the other nine rremainedemained in otherother cities. 22 The
people blessed all the men who volunteered to dwell
in Jerusalem.

33 Now these are the leaders of the provinces who
lived in Jerusalem (though in the cities of Judah every
one lived on his own property within their cities): Is-
rael, the priests, the Levites, the temple servants, and
the descendants of Solomon’s servants. 44 Some of the
sons of Judah and Benjamin lived in Jerusalem.

Those from Judah were:
Athaiah the son of Uzziah, the son of Zechariah,
the son of Amariah, the son of Shephatiah, the
son of Mahalalel—the descendants of Perez, 55 and
Maaseiah the son of Baruch, the son of Kol-Hozeh,
the son of Hazaiah, the son of Adaiah, the son of
Joiarib, the son of Zechariah, the son of Shelah.
66 All the descendants of Perez who lived in
Jerusalem were four hundred and sixty-eight
valiant men.

77 These are the sons of Benjamin:
Sallu the son of Meshullam, the son of Joed, the
son of Pedaiah, the son of Kolaiah, the son of
Maaseiah, the son of Ithiel, the son of Jeshaiah,
88 and after him Gabbai and Sallai, totalingtotaling nine
hundred and twenty-eight. 99 Joel, the son of Zikri,
was their overseer, and Judah the son of Hassenu-
ah was second to himto him over the city.

1010 Of the priests there were:
Jedaiah the son of Joiarib and Jakin; 1111 Seraiah the
son of Hilkiah, the son of Meshullam, the son of
Zadok, the son of Meraioth, the son of Ahitub, was
a ruler of the house of God. 1212 Their relatives per-
forming the work of the house were eight hun-
dred and twenty-two. There was also Adaiah the
son of Jeroham, the son of Pelaliah, the son of
Amzi, the son of Zechariah, the son of Pashhur,
the son of Malkijah, 1313 plus his relatives who were
chiefs of the fathers’ houses were two hundred
and forty-two; and Amashsai the son of Azarel, the
son of Ahzai, the son of Meshillemoth, the son of
Immer, 1414 and their brothers, mighty men of valor,
were one hundred and twenty-eight. Their over-
seer was Zabdiel, the son of Haggedolim.

1515 From the Levites there were:
Shemaiah the son of Hasshub, the son of Azrikam,
the son of Hashabiah, the son of Bunni; 1616 plus
Shabbethai and Jozabad, who as leaders of the
Levites had oversight of the outside work of the
house of God. 1717 Mattaniah the son of Mika, the
son of Zabdi, the son of Asaph, was the first to be-
gin the thanksgiving at prayer, Bakbukiah was the
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second out of his relatives, and then Abda the son
of Shammua, the son of Galal, the son of Je-
duthun. 1818 All the Levites in the holy city were two
hundred and eighty-four.

1919 Moreover, the gatekeepers,
Akkub, Talmon, and their relatives who kept watch
at the gates, were one hundred and seventy-two.

2020 The rest of Israel, the priests, and the Levites were
in all the cities of Judah, every one tendingtending to his own
inheritance.

2121 But the temple servants lived in Ophel, and Ziha
and Gishpa were over them.

2222 The overseer of the Levites in Jerusalem was Uzzi
the son of Bani, the son of Hashabiah, the son of Mat-
taniah, the son of Mika. Some of the sons of Asaph
were the singers attending to the work of the house of
God, 2323 for the king’s regulation about them made
their unity a daily issue.

2424 Pethahiah the son of Meshezabel, of the sons of
Zerah the son of Judah, was the king’s assistant †† in all
matters concerning the people.

The Residents Outside JerusalemThe Residents Outside Jerusalem
2525 For the villages locatedlocated by their fields, some of the

people of Judah lived at Kiriath Arba and its villages,
othersothers at Dibon and its villages, or at Jekabzeel and its
villages, 2626 as well as at Jeshua, at Moladah, and at
Beth Pelet, 2727 and at Hazar Shual, and at Beersheba
and its villages, 2828 and at Ziklag, at Mekonah and its vil-
lages, 2929 and at En Rimmon, at Zorah, at Jarmuth,
3030 Zanoah, Adullam and their villages, at Lachish and
its fields, and at Azekah and its villages. So they lived
from Beersheba as far as the Valley of Hinnom.

3131 Some of the Benjamites settled from Geba on-
ward, at Mikmash, Aija, and Bethel and their villages,
3232 at Anathoth, Nob, Ananiah, 3333 Hazor, Ramah, Gittaim,
3434 Hadid, Zeboim, Neballat, 3535 Lod, and Ono, the valley
of craftsmen.

3636 From the Levites, some divisions in Judah be-
longed to Benjamin.

The Priests and LeThe Priests and Levitesvites

Now these are the priests and the Levites who
came up with Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel,

and Joshua:
Seraiah, Jeremiah, Ezra,
22 Amariah, Malluk, Hattush,
33 Shekaniah, Rehum, Meremoth,
44 Iddo, Ginnethon, Abijah,
55 Mijamin, Moadiah, Bilgah,
66 Shemaiah, and Joiarib, Jedaiah,
77 Sallu, Amok, Hilkiah, Jedaiah.

These were the leaders of the priests and of their rela-
tives in the days of Joshua.

88 Moreover the Levites were Jeshua, Binnui, Kadmiel,
Sherebiah, Judah, and Mattaniah, who was over the

† Lit. a at the king’s hand.

thanksgiving songssongs , in conjunction with his relatives.
99 There were also their relatives Bakbukiah and Unni,
positioned across from each other in the watches.

1010 Joshua was the father of Joiakim, Joiakim was the
father of Eliashib, Eliashib was the father of Joiada,
1111 Joiada was the father of Jonathan, and Jonathan was
the father of Jaddua.

1212 Now in the days of Joiakim, the priests, these
were the heads of the fathers’ houses:
of Seraiah, Meraiah;
of Jeremiah, Hananiah;
1313 of Ezra, Meshullam;
of Amariah, Jehohanan;
1414 of Malluk, Jonathan;
of Shebaniah, Joseph;
1515 of Harim, Adna;
of Meraioth, Helkai;
1616 of Iddo, Zechariah;
of Ginnethon, Meshullam;
1717 of Abijah, Zikri;
of Miniamin and of Moadiah, Piltai;
1818 of Bilgah, Shammua;
of Shemaiah, Jehonathan;
1919 of Joiarib, Mattenai;
of Jedaiah, Uzzi;
2020 of Sallu, Kallai;
of Amok, Eber;
2121 of Hilkiah, Hashabiah;
and of Jedaiah, Nethanel.

2222 The Levites, as well as the priests, were recorded
as the chiefs of the fathers’ houses in the days of
Eliashib, Joiada, Johanan, and Jaddua during the reign
of Darius the Persian. 2323 The descendants of Levi who
servedserved as the chiefs of the fathers’ house were record-
ed in the book of the chronicles until the days of Jo-
hanan the son of Eliashib. 2424 The leaders of the Levites
were Hashabiah, Sherebiah, and Jeshua the son of
Kadmiel, with their brothers across from them, to
praise and to give thanks, section opposite section, ac-
cording to the commandment of David the man of
God.

2525 Mattaniah, Bakbukiah, Obadiah, Meshullam, Tal-
mon, and Akkub were gatekeepers maintaining the
guard duty at the storehouse of the gates. 2626 These
leadersleaders served during the days of Joiakim the son of
Joshua, the son of Jozadak, during the days of Nehemi-
ah the governor, and during the daysduring the days of Ezra the
priest, the scribe.

Nehemiah Dedicates the City WNehemiah Dedicates the City Wallall
2727 At the dedication of the wall of Jerusalem they

sought to bring the Levites from all their places to
Jerusalem to celebrate the dedication appropriately
with thanksgiving songs and singing, accompanied by
cymbals, harps, and lyres. 2828 The members of choirs
had assembled from the regions all around Jerusalem,
from the villages of the Netophathites, 2929 from Beth
Gilgal, and from fields of Geba and Azmaveth, because

NEHEMIAH 11:18 362 NEHEMIAH 12:29



1313

they had built villages for themselves all around
Jerusalem. 3030 Then the priests and the Levites purified
themselves. They also purified the people, the gates,
and the wall.

3131 Then I led the commanders of Judah up to the top
of the wall and appointed two great thanksgiving
choirs. The first choir proceeded to the right on the
wall toward the Dung Gate. 3232 Behind them followed
Hoshaiah, and half of the princes of Judah, 3333 with
Azariah, Ezra, and Meshullam, 3434 Judah, Benjamin, She-
maiah, Jeremiah, 3535 and some of the priests with trum-
pets—Zechariah, the son of Jonathan, the son of She-
maiah, the son of Mattaniah, the son of Micaiah, the
son of Zakkur, the son of Asaph, 3636 in conjunction with
his relatives—Shemaiah, Azarel, Milalai, Gilalai, Maai,
Nethanel, Judah, and Hanani, being accompanied with
the musical instruments of David the man of God. Ezra
the scribe went before them. 3737 At the Fountain Gate,
directly across from them, they ascended the steps of
the City of David, following that sloped section of the
wall up to the house of David, then eastward to the
Water Gate.

3838 The second thanksgiving choir proceeded to the
left where I followed them with the other half of the
people on top of the wall, from the Tower of the Fur-
naces to the Broad Wall, 3939 then from above the
Ephraim Gate past the Old Gate, the Fish Gate, the
Tower of Hananel, and the Tower of the Hundred, as
far as the Sheep Gate, but they stood stillstill at the Gate
of the Guard.

4040 So the two thanksgiving choirs stood in the house
of God, as did I and the half of the officials with me,
4141 and the priests, Eliakim, Maaseiah, Miniamin, Mica-
iah, Elioenai, Zechariah, and Hananiah, with trumpets,
4242 and Maaseiah, Shemaiah, Eleazar, Uzzi, Jehohanan,
Malkijah, Elam, and Ezer. The singers sang loudly.
Jezrahiah was their director. 4343 On that day they of-
fered great sacrifices and rejoiced because God had
given them great cause for rejoicing. The wives and
the children rejoiced, too. From far away the joyful cel-
ebration of Jerusalem was heard.

TTemple Responsibilitiesemple Responsibilities
4444 At that time men were appointed to govern over

the chambers for the treasures, for the contributions,
for the first fruits, and for the tithes, so that they
might gather into them out of the fields of the cities
the legal portions belonging to the priests and Levites.
This was because the celebration of Judah survived on
the basis of the priests and the Levites 4545 who, accom-
panied by the singers and the gatekeepers, attentively
preserved the practices of their God and the practices
of purification, according to the commandment of
David and of his son Solomon. 4646 For in the former
days of David and Asaph there were leaders for the
singers, the songs of praise, and thanksgivings to
God. 4747 All Israel in the days of Zerubbabel and Ne-
hemiah gave the singers and the gatekeepers theirtheir

portions, as specified daily. Likewise, they consecrated
what was due to the Levites, who then consecrated
what was due to the descendants of Aaron.

The Reforms of NehemiahThe Reforms of Nehemiah

On that day they read aloud from the Book of
Moses in the hearing of the people. In it there

was found written that no Ammonite or Moabite
should ever enter the congregation of God, 22 because
they did not meet the children of Israel with bread and
water, but hired Balaam to curse them. However, our
God turned the curse into a blessing. 33 When they
heard the Law, they separated from Israel all the
racially mixed.

44 Before this, Eliashib the priest, who had been ap-
pointed to govern the chambers of the house of our
God, was related to Tobiah. 55 So, he had prepared a
great chamber hall for him, where previously they had
stored the contributions, the frankincense, the vessels,
and the tithes of grain, new wine, and fresh oil, as re-
quired, for the Levites, the singers, the gatekeepers,
and the contribution for the priests.

66 But during this time I was not in Jerusalem, since in
the thirty-second year of King Artaxerxes of Babylon I
had gone to the king. At the conclusion of those days I
requested a leave of the king. 77 When I came to
Jerusalem and understood the evil that Eliashib did for
Tobiah by preparing him a chamber in the courts of
the house of God, 88 I was very grieved. So, from the
chamber I threw all of the household belongings of
Tobiah outside. 99 Then I commanded, and they
cleansed the chambers so that I could return there the
vessels of the house of God, the contributions for the
offerings, and the frankincense.

1010 When I perceived that the supplies for the Levites
had not been given and that the Levites and the
singers doing the work had fled, everyone to his own
field, 1111 I confronted the officials and asked, “Why is
the house of God forsaken?” So I gathered them and
stationed them at their posts.

1212 Then all Judah brought the tithe of the grain, the
new wine, and the fresh oil to the storehouses.
1313 Overseeing the replenishing of the storehouse, I ap-
pointed Shelemiah the priest, Zadok the scribe, and
Pedaiah from the Levites, and to assist them Hanan
the son of Zakkur, the son of Mattaniah, for they were
considered reliable, and their task was to distribute to
their relatives.

1414 Remember me, O my God, concerning this. Do not
blot out my good deeds that I have done for the house
of my God and its workings.

1515 In those days I saw in Judah some treading wine-
presses on the Sabbath or hauling loads of grain or
loading donkeys with wine, grapes, figs, and all man-
ner of burdens in order to bring them to Jerusalem on
the Sabbath day. So, during the day while they were
selling the food goods, I warned them. 1616 Men of Tyre
also stayed there, having hauled in fish and all kinds of
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merchandise, and sold them on the Sabbath to the
people of Judah, and in Jerusalem. 1717 Then I confronted
the nobles of Judah and asked them, “What is this evil
thing that you are doing, profaning the Sabbath day?
1818 Did not your fathers do likewise? Did not our God
bring all this evil against us and against this city? Will
you yet bring more wrath upon Israel by profaning the
Sabbath?”

1919 As the gates of Jerusalem began to cast the
evening shadow before the Sabbath, I commanded
that the gates should be shut, and charged that they
should not be opened until after the Sabbath. Some of
my servants I stationed at the gates so that there
would be no loads brought in on the Sabbath day.
2020 Once or twice the merchants and sellers of all kind
of merchandise lodged outside Jerusalem. 2121 So I
warned them and said to them, “Why do you spend
the night next to the wall? If you do so again, I will
send you away by force.” From that time on they
stopped coming on the Sabbath. 2222 Then I commanded
the Levites to purify themselves so that they could
come and, as guardians of the gates, sanctify the Sab-
bath day.

Remember me, O my God, concerning this also, and
spare me according to Your abundant mercy.

2323 Moreover, in those days I also saw Jews who had
married the women of Ashdod, Ammon, and Moab.

2424 Half of their children spoke in the language of Ash-
dod, yet none of them could recognize the language
of the Jews. This was true language by language. 2525 So
I confronted them and cursed them. Some of the men
I beat. Others, I plucked out their hair. Also, I made
them swear an oath by God and said to them, “You
shall neither give your daughters to their sons, nor
marry their daughters to your sons or to yourselves.
2626 Did not Solomon king of Israel sin by these things?
Yet among many nations there was no king like him.
He was loved by his God, who made him king over all
Israel. Nevertheless, foreign women caused even him
to sin. 2727 Should we then listen to you, the ones doing
all this great evil, who are behaving unfaithfully
against our God by bedding foreign women?”

2828 Also, one of the sons of Joiada, the son of Eliashib
the high priest, was a son-in-law to Sanballat the
Horonite, so I drove him away from me.

2929 Remember them, O my God, because they have
defiled the priesthood and the covenant of the priest-
hood and the Levites.

3030 Thus I purified them from everything foreign and
appointed work crews for the priests and the Levites,
each to his task, 3131 and I provided the wood offering, at
the appointed times, and the first fruits.

Remember me, O my God, for good.
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ESTHERESTHER
The book of Esther was likely written between 460 and 350 BC. Its author is unknown, though some suggest
Mordecai, Ezra, or Nehemiah. The theme concerns God’s providential care over His people as they live in the Di-
aspora. This book records events when the Jews were captives in Persia in about 480 BC. It tells the story of a
young woman placed by circumstances beyond her control in a position where she eventually became queen
and was instrumental in saving her people from a massacre. The book of Esther beautifully depicts God’s sov-
ereign role—although God is nowhere mentioned—in preserving His people.

Queen VQueen Vashti Deposedashti Deposed

Now in the days of Ahasuerus, also called Xerxalso called Xerxeses
, who reigned from India to Ethiopia, over one

hundred and twenty-seven provinces, 22 in those days,
the palace where King Ahasuerus sat on the royal
throne of his kingdom was in Susa. 33 In the third year
of his reign, he prepared a feast for all his officials and
his servants. So the army commanders of Persia and
Media, the nobles, and the officials of the provinces
were before him.

44 He unveiled the riches of his glorious kingdom and
the costly luxury of his greatness for many days, one
hundred and eighty days. 55 When these days were
completed, the king prepared a seven-day feast for all
the people present, from the greatest to the least, in
the citadel of Susa. This feast was in the courtyard gar-
den of the king’s palace 66 where white and blue linen
hangings were fastened with cords of white and pur-
ple linen to silver rings and columns of marble. The
gold- and silver- platedplated couches were on a mosaic
pavement of porphyry, marble, mother-of-pearl, and
otherother costly stones. 77 They provided drinks in golden
vessels (the vessels being diverse one from another)
and royal wine in abundance, by the expense of the
king. 88 In accordance with the law, the drinking was
not mandatory, because the king had directed all the
stewards of his house to serve according to every
man’s pleasure.

99 Additionally, Vashti the queen prepared a feast for
the women in the royal house of King Ahasuerus.

1010 On the seventh day, when the heart of the king
was merry with wine, he commanded Mehuman,
Biztha, Harbona, Bigtha, Abagtha, Zethar, and Karkas,
the seven eunuchs attending to the needs of King
Ahasuerus, 1111 to bring Queen Vashti before the king
with the royal crown, to unveil her beauty to the peo-
ple and the officials, for she was beautiful. 1212 But
Queen Vashti refused to come at the king’s command
delivered by his eunuchs. Therefore, the king grew
very angry, and his wrath burned within him.

1313 Then the king spoke to the wise men, who under-
stood the times (for in this way the king would speak
before all who understood law and judgment).
1414 Those nearest him were Karshena, Shethar, Ad-
matha, Tarshish, Meres, Marsena, and Memukan. TheTheyy
werweree the seven princes of Persia and Media and the
king’s closest confidants who met with the king and
held the highest rank in the kingdom.

1515 “According to law, what should be done about
Queen Vashti because she did not obey the command
of King Ahasuerus when it was deliverwhen it was delivereded by the eu-
nuchs?”

1616 And Memukan answered before the king and the
princes, “Queen Vashti has wronged not only the king
but also all the princes and all the people who are in
all the provinces of King Ahasuerus. 1717 For should this
matter of the queen spread to all wives, then they
would look with contempt on their husbands when it
is reported that, ‘King Ahasuerus commanded Queen
Vashti to be brought before him, but she never came.’
1818 This very day the noble ladies of Persia and Media,
who hear of the queen’s act, will say the same thing to
all the king’s princes. Then there will be more con-
tempt and wrath.

1919 “If it pleases the king, let a royal decree be sent by
him, and let it be written in the laws of the Persians
and the Medes, that it may not be altered, that Vashti
can never enter into the presence of King Ahasuerus,
and that the king will give her royal position to anoth-
er woman who is better than she. 2020 When the king’s
decree that he shall make is proclaimed throughout all
his empire (for it is vast), then all the wives shall give
honor to their husbands, both the prominent and low-
ly.”

2121 The suggestion pleased the king and the princes,
so the king did according to the word of Memukan.
2222 He sent letters to all the king’s provinces, in the
script of every province and in the language of every
people group, bearing the message in the languages
of his people that each man should rule over his own
house.
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Esther Becomes QueenEsther Becomes Queen

After these things, as the rage of King Ahasuerus
abated, he became mindful of Vashti, what she

had done and what was decreed against her. 22 So the
king’s servants who attended him said, “Let beautiful
young virgins be sought for the king! 33 Let the king ap-
point officers in all the provinces of his kingdom so
that they may gather all the beautiful young virgins to
the citadel of Susa, to the harem under the custody of
Hegai the king’s eunuch, who is in charge of the
harem, and let ointments and cosmetics be given to
them. 44 May the young woman who pleases the king
be queen instead of Vashti.” And the idea pleased the
king, so he acted accordingly.

55 Now in the citadel of Susa, there was a certain Jew
named Mordecai, the son of Jair, the son of Shimei, the
son of Kish, a Benjamite. 66 He had been taken away
from Jerusalem among the exiles and carried into cap-
tivity along with King Jeconiah of Judah by King Neb-
uchadnezzar of Babylon. 77 He was the guardian of
Hadassah, that is Esther (who was his uncle’s daugh-
ter) because she had neither father nor mother. The
young woman was lovely to look at and beautiful in
form. When her father and mother died, Mordecai
took her as his own daughter.

88 When the king’s notice and his decree were heard,
many young women were then gathered to the citadel
of Susa and placedplaced under the custody of Hegai. Esther
was likewise brought to the king’s house and placedplaced
under the custody of Hegai, who was in charge of the
harem. 99 Because the young lady appeared pleasing to
him and had gained favor in his sight, he quickly gave
her the ointments and cosmetics, her allotted food,
and seven young chosen women from the king’s
palace. He also transferred her and her young women
to the best place of the harem.

1010 Esther had not disclosed her people or her lineage
because Mordecai had charged her not to disclose it.
1111 Every day Mordecai walked around the courtyard of
the harem to find out how Esther fared and what
might be done with her.

1212 The turn came for each young woman to go in to
King Ahasuerus, after being twelve months under the
regulations for the women, since this was the regular
period of their beautifying, six months with oil of
myrrh and six months with spices and ointments for
women. 1313 When the young woman went in to the king
in this way, she was given whatever she desired to
take with her from the harem to take to the king’s
palace. 1414 In the evening she went in, and in the morn-
ing she returned to the second harem in custody of
Shaashgaz, the king’s eunuch, who was in charge of
the concubines. She did not go in to the king again un-
less the king delighted in her and called for her by
name.

1515 When the turn came for Esther, the daughter of
Abihail the uncle of Mordecai, who had taken her as

his own daughter, to go in to the king, she asked for
nothing except what the king’s eunuch Hegai, who
had charge of the women, advised. Now Esther ob-
tained favor in the sight of all who saw her. 1616 So Es-
ther was taken to King Ahasuerus at his royal house in
the month of Tebeth, which is the tenth month, in the
seventh year of his reign.

1717 The king loved Esther more than any other woman
because she had gained grace and favor in his sight
more than all the virgins. So he set the royal crown on
her head and made her queen instead of Vashti. 1818 The
king held a great feast for all his officials and servants.
It was a feast for Esther. He remitted his provinces
from tax payments and gave gifts according to his roy-
al generosity.

MorMordecai Uncodecai Uncovers a Plotvers a Plot
1919 At the second gathering of the virgins, Mordecai

was sitting at the king’s gate. 2020 Esther had not yet dis-
closed her lineage or her people, since Mordecai had
so commanded her. Esther followed the command of
Mordecai just as she had when under his protection.

2121 During those days when Mordecai was sitting at
the king’s gate, two of the king’s eunuchs, Bigthan and
Teresh, who served as keepers of the door, became
angry and sought to attack King Ahasuerus. 2222 But the
matter became known to Mordecai, and he reported it
to Queen Esther, and Esther reported it to the king in
the name of Mordecai. 2323 When the matter was investi-
gated and confirmed, both men were hanged on the
gallows, and it was written in the book of the chroni-
cles in the presence of the king.

Haman Plots to DestrHaman Plots to Destrooy the Jey the Jewsws

After these things King Ahasuerus praised
Haman the son of Hammedatha the Agagite, and

promoted him, and set his seat above all the officials
who were with him. 22 All the king’s servants, when they
were at the king’s gate, bowed or paid homage to
Haman since the king had commanded it. Mordecai,
however, never bowed or paid homage.

33 So the king’s servants tending the king’s gate said
to Mordecai, “Why are you transgressing the king’s
commandment?” 44 Though they spoke to him daily, he
never listened to them, so they reported it to Haman
to see if the words of Mordecai would stand, for
Mordecai had told them that he was a Jew.

55 When Haman saw that Mordecai neither bowed nor
paid him homage, he was filled with rage. 66 But he dis-
dained to lay hands on only Mordecai, since they had
told him of the people of Mordecai. So Haman sought
to destroy all the Jews throughout the whole kingdom
of Ahasuerus.

77 In the first month, which is the month Nisan, in the
twelfth year of King Ahasuerus, they cast Pur (that is,
cast lots) before Haman daily, and each month, until

ESTHER 2:2 366 ESTHER 3:7



44
55

the twelfth month, which is the month Adar, to deter-to deter-
mine the timemine the time .

88 Then Haman said to King Ahasuerus, “There exists
a scattered people dispersed among the otherother peo-
ples in all the provinces of your kingdom. Their laws
are different from all others, and they are not comply-
ing with the king’s laws, so there may not be a suitable
reason for the king to allow them to exist. 99 If it pleas-
es the king, may it be written that they are to be de-
stroyed, and may there be ten thousand talents of sil-
ver †† deposited into the king’s treasuries so that I may
distribute it to the hands of those doing the work.”

1010 The king took his signet ring from his hand and
gave it to Haman, the son of Hammedatha the
Agagite, the enemy of the Jews. 1111 The king said to
Haman, “The silver has been granted to you, as have
the people, so do with each as it pleases you.”

1212 Then the king’s scribes were summoned on the
thirteenth day of the first month, and a decree was
written just as Haman had commanded to the king’s
satraps and to the governors over each province and
to the officials of all peoples and to every province ac-
cording to its own script, and to every people in their
language. It was written in the name of King Aha-
suerus and sealed with the king’s signet ring. 1313 The
letters were sent by mounted couriers into all the
king’s provinces to cause the destruction, slaughter,
and annihilation of all Jews, both young and old, little
children and women, in one day, the thirteenth day of
the twelfth month, which is the month Adar, and even
to plunder their possessions. 1414 A copy of the docu-
ment, issued as law in every province, was proclaimed,
calling for all people to be ready for the day.

1515 The couriers went out, being hastened by the
king’s command. At the citadel of Susa, when the de-
cree was issued, the king and Haman sat down to
drink, but the city of Susa was in uproar.

Esther Helps the JeEsther Helps the Jewsws

When Mordecai learned all that had been done,
he tore his clothes and put on sackcloth with ash-

es, and went out into the midst of the city, and cried
with a loud and bitter cry. 22 He went as far as the king’s
gate because no one was allowed to enter into the
king’s gate clothed with sackcloth. 33 In each and every
province where the king’s command and his decree
came there was great mourning among the Jews, and
fasting, and weeping, and wailing. Many lay in sack-
cloth and ashes.

44 So the young women of Esther and her eunuchs
came and told her of it. The queen was then seized by
anguish. She sent garments to clothe Mordecai so that
he could remove his sackcloth, but he would not ac-
cept them. 55 So Esther summoned Hathak, one of the
king’s eunuchs appointed to attend her, and com-
manded him concerning Mordecai to learn what this
was about and why.

† About 375 tons, or 340 metric tons.

66 So Hathak went out to where Mordecai was in the
area of the city in front of the king’s gate. 77 Mordecai
told him about all that had happened to him and
about the sum of silver that Haman had promised to
pay to the king’s treasuries for the destruction of the
Jews. 88 Mordecai also gave him a copy of the written
decree issued in Susa concerning their destruction so
he could show Esther, tell her about it, and then
charge her to go to the king in order to gain him favor
with the king and to make requests in the presence of
the king for her people.

99 Hathak returned and told Esther the words of
Mordecai. 1010 Again Esther spoke to Hathak and or-
dered him to rto replyeply to Mordecai: 1111 “All the king’s ser-
vants and the people of the king’s provinces know that
whoever, whether man or woman, wishes to come to
the king at the inner court but has not been sum-
moned, there is one law—to put him to death—unless
for some reason the king should hold out the golden
scepter so that he might live. I, however, have not
been summoned to come to the king for these thirty
days.”

1212 So all the words of Esther were told to Mordecai.
1313 Then Mordecai told them to reply to Esther, “Do not
think that in the king’s palace you will be more likely to
escape than all the other Jews. 1414 For if you remain
silent at this time, protection and deliverance for the
Jews will be ordained from some other place, but you
and your father’s house shall be destroyed. And who
knows if you may have attained royal position for such
a time as this?”

1515 Then Esther replied, sending back to Mordecai:
1616 “Go, gather all the Jews who can be found in Susa,
then fast for me. Stop eating and drinking for three
days, night or day. I and my young women will fast
likewise. Only then would I dare go to the king since it
is not allowed by law, and if I perish, I perish.”

1717 So Mordecai went away and did exactly as Esther
had commanded him.

Queen EstherQueen Esther’’s Banquets Banquet

On the third day, Esther put on her royal apparel
and positioned herself in the king’s palace court-

yard so that she would be directly in line with the partpart
ofof the king’s throne room where the king sat facing
the entrance of the room on his royal throne in the
royal hall. 22 When the king saw Queen Esther standing
quietly out in the courtyard, she gained favor in his
sight, so the king held out the golden scepter in his
hand to Esther. Esther approached and touched the
top of the scepter.

33 And the king said to her, “Queen Esther, what do
you want? What is your request? Even if it is up to half
of the kingdom, it will be given to you.”

44 Esther answered, “If it pleases the king, let the king
and Haman come today to a feast that I have pre-
pared for him.”
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77

55 Then the king said, “Quickly bring Haman so that
we may accept the invitation of Esther.”

So the king and Haman came to the banquet that Es-
ther had prepared. 66 While drinking wine the king said
to Esther, “For whatever you ask, it shall be granted
you. So, what is your request? Even if it is for as much
as half of the kingdom, it shall be done.”

77 Then Esther replied and said, “This is my petition
and request. 88 If I have won the king’s favor, and if it
pleases the king to grant my petition and fulfill my re-
quest, then let the king and Haman come to the ban-
quet that I will prepare for them, and tomorrow I will
do what the king says.”

HamanHaman’’s Plan to Destrs Plan to Destrooy Mory Mordecaidecai
99 Haman left that day joyfully and with a glad heart,

but when Haman saw Mordecai at the king’s gate, that
he neither stood up nor trembled because of him,
then Haman was full of indignation against Mordecai.
1010 Nevertheless, Haman restrained himself, and when
he came to his home, he sent for his friends and for
his wife Zeresh.

1111 Haman recounted to them the glory of his riches,
his many children, and everything about him the king
had praised, and how he had promoted him over the
princes and servants of the king. 1212 Then Haman con-
tinued, “Indeed, Queen Esther brought to the banquet
she had prepared no one but the king and me, and to-
morrow I am again invited by her with the king. 1313 Yet
for all this, I am not satisfied whenever I see Mordecai
the Jew sitting at the king’s gate.”

1414 Then his wife Zeresh and all his friends suggested
to him, “Let a gallows fifty cubits †† tall be constructed,
and in the morning ask the king if Mordecai can be
hanged on it. Then go merrily with the king to the
banquet.” And the suggestion pleased Haman, so he
had the gallows constructed.

The King Honors MorThe King Honors Mordecaidecai

During that night the king could not sleep, so he
ordered that the book of memorable acts (the

chronicles) be brought, and they were read before the
king. 22 It was found written that Mordecai had in-
formed on Bigthana and Teresh, the two eunuchs of
the king serving asserving as the keepers of the door, who had
sought to assault King Ahasuerus.

33 So the king said, “What honor or dignity has been
done for Mordecai as a result of this?”

Then the king’s servants attending him said, “Noth-
ing has been done for him.”

44 So the king said, “Who is out in the courtyard?” Now
Haman had just then entered from across the palace
courtyard in order to speak to the king about hanging
Mordecai on the gallows that he had prepared for him.

55 The king’s attendants said to him, “Haman is wait-
ing in the court.”

† About 75 feet, or 23 meters.

So the king said, “Let him enter.”
66 And Haman entered. Now the king said to him,

“What should be done for the man whom the king de-
sires to honor?”

Haman thought in his heart, “Who more than me
would the king desire to honor?” 77 So Haman an-
swered the king, “For the man whom the king delights
to honor, 88 let royal apparel be brought that the king
himself has worn, and a horse on which the king has
ridden, which has a royal insignia on its head. 99 Let the
apparel and horse for this man be handled by one of
the king’s noble officials in order to dress the man
whom the king delights to honor, as well as to lead
him on horseback throughout the city. Finally, let him
proclaim before him, ‘Like this it shall be done for the
man whom the king delights to honor.’”

1010 Then the king said to Haman, “Quickly take the ap-
parel and the horse, as you have said, and do so for
Mordecai, the Jew sitting at the king’s gate. Of every-
thing you have spoken, do not fall short of any of it.”

1111 So Haman took the apparel and the horse, arrayed
Mordecai, led him on horseback throughout the city,
and proclaimed before him, “Like this it shall be done
for the man whom the king delights to honor.”

1212 As Mordecai returned again to the king’s gate,
Haman hurried to his house, mourning with hishis head
covered. 1313 Haman recounted to his wife Zeresh and all
his friends everything that had happened to him.

Then his wise friends and his wife Zeresh said to
him, “If Mordecai, before whom you have begun to
fall, is of Jewish lineage, then you will not be victorious
over him. Rather, you will surely fall before him.”
1414 While they were still talking with him, the king’s eu-
nuchs arrived and rushed Haman to the banquet that
Esther had prepared.

Haman ExHaman Executedecuted

So the king and Haman entered to feast and
drink with Queen Esther. 22 The king repeated to

Esther what he had said on the previous day while
drinking wine, “For what are you asking, Queen Es-
ther? It shall be granted to you. Now, what is your re-
quest? Even if it is half of the kingdom, it will be done!”

33 Queen Esther replied, “If I have found favor in your
sight, O king, and if it pleases the king, at my petition,
let my life be given me, and my people at my request.
44 For we have been sold, I and my people, to be de-
stroyed, to be slain, and to be annihilated. If only we
had been sold as male and female slaves, I could have
kept quiet, for that distress would not be sufficient to
trouble the king.”

55 Then King Ahasuerus answered and demanded of
Queen Esther, “Who is he, and where is he, who would
dare presume in his heart to do so?”

66 Esther said, “This wicked Haman is the adversary
and enemy!”

Then Haman was seized with terror before the king
and the queen. 77 And the king arose from the banquet
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of wine in his wrath and went into the palace garden.
But Haman remained to plead for his life from Queen
Esther, for he saw that harm was determined against
him by the king.

88 Now the king returned from the palace garden
back to the hall of the banquet as Haman was falling
on the couch where Esther was. Then the king said,
“Will he also violate the queen while I am in the
room?”

As the shout erupted from the king’s mouth, they
covered the face of Haman. 99 Then Harbona, one of
the eunuchs in the king’s presence, said, “The gallows,
fifty cubits †† high, which Haman had constructed for
Mordecai (who had spoken good on behalf of the
king), stands at the house of Haman.”

1010 Then the king said, “Hang him on it!” So they
hanged Haman on the gallows that he had prepared
for Mordecai. Then the king’s wrath was pacified.

Esther Saves the JeEsther Saves the Jewsws

On that day King Ahasuerus gave Queen Esther
the house of Haman, the enemy of the Jews.

Mordecai came before the king because Esther dis-
closed who he was to her. 22 The king took off his signet
ring, which he had taken away from Haman, and gave
it to Mordecai. Esther appointed Mordecai over the
house of Haman.

33 Then Esther spoke again to the king and fell down
at his feet and begged him with tears to avert the evil
of Haman the Agagite, and the scheme that he had
devised against the Jews. 44 When the king held out the
golden scepter to Esther, she rose and stood before
the king, 55 and said, “If it pleases the king, and if I have
found favor in his sight, and the idea seems right be-
fore the king, and I have his approval, then let it be
written to reverse the letters, devised by Haman the
son of Hammedatha the Agagite, which he wrote to
destroy the Jews in all the king’s provinces. 66 For how
am I able to watch the evil that will unfold against my
people? How can I endure to see the destruction of my
kindred?”

77 Then King Ahasuerus said to Queen Esther and to
Mordecai the Jew, “See, I have given Esther the house
of Haman, and they have hanged him on the gallows
because he threatened violence against the Jews.
88 Now, as it suits you, write in the king’s name on be-
half of the Jews and seal it with the king’s signet ring,
because a document written in the king’s name and
sealed with the king’s signet ring cannot be repealed.”

99 The king’s scribes were summoned at that time, in
the third month, which is the month of Sivan, on the
twenty-third day; and everything was written, accord-
ing to all that Mordecai commanded, to the Jews, to
the satraps, the governors, and the princes of the
provinces from India to Ethiopia, one hundred and
twenty-seven provinces, to every province in its own
script, to every people in their own language, and to

† About 75 feet, or 23 meters.

the Jews in their script and language. 1010 He wrote in
the name of King Ahasuerus, sealed it with the king’s
signet ring, sent letters by couriers on horseback, rid-
ing steeds bred from mares from the royal stables.

1111 What the king granted to the Jews in each and
every city was the rightthe right to assemble and to defend
their lives by annihilating, slaying, and destroying any
army of any people or any province that would assault
them, the little children and women included, and to
plunder their possessions. 1212 This would happenThis would happen on
one day in all the provinces of King Ahasuerus, name-
ly, on the thirteenth day of the twelfth month (which is
the month Adar). 1313 A copy of the edict being issued as
law in each and every province was published to all
people, so that the Jews could be ready for this day to
avenge themselves on their enemies.

1414 So the couriers riding on royal steeds went out
with haste and urgency by the king’s edict. The decree
was given at the citadel of Susa.

1515 Mordecai went out from the king’s presence in roy-
al apparel of blue and white, with a large crown of
gold, and with a garment of fine linen and purple. The
city of Susa erupted with shouts of rejoicing. 1616 To the
Jews belonged light, gladness, joy, and honor. 1717 In
each and every province as well as in each and every
city, wherever the king’s edict and his decree reached,
the Jews had joy and gladness, a feast, and a holiday.
Furthermore, many of the people of the land pro-
fessed to be Jews because the dread of the Jews fell on
them.

The JeThe Jews Destrws Destrooy Their Enemiesy Their Enemies

Now in the twelfth month (that is, the month
Adar), on the thirteenth day, when the king’s edict

and his decree were to be carried out on the day that
the enemies of the Jews had hoped to have power
over them, things were turned around. The Jews
gained power over those who hated them. 22 The Jews
had assembled in their cities throughout all the
provinces of King Ahasuerus in order to forcibly as-
sault those seeking their injury. No man could stand
before them because the dread of them had fallen on
all people. 33 All the rulers of the provinces, and the
satraps, and the governors, and all those doing the
work of the king were helping the Jews, because the
fear of Mordecai had fallen on them. 44 For Mordecai
had become great in the king’s house, and his fame
went out throughout all the provinces because Morde-
cai grew more powerful.

55 So the Jews struck all their enemies by sword,
slaughtering and destroying them, and doing to those
who hated them as they pleased. 66 In the citadel of
Susa, the Jews killed and destroyed five hundred men,
77 along with Parshandatha, Dalphon, Aspatha, 88 Po-
ratha, Adalia, Aridatha, 99 Parmashta, Arisai, Aridai, and
Vaizatha. 1010 These were the ten sons of Haman the son
of Hammedatha, the enemy of the Jews, whom they
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killed, but on their plunder none of the Jeof the Jewsws attempt-
ed to take it.

1111 On that day the number of those who were killed
in the citadel of Susa was reported before the king.
1212 The king said to Queen Esther, “The Jews have slain
and destroyed five hundred men in the citadel of Susa
and the ten sons of Haman. What have they done in
the rest of the king’s provinces? Now what is your peti-
tion? It shall be granted you! What is your request fur-
ther? It shall be done!”

1313 Then Esther said, “If it pleases the king, let it be
granted to the Jews in Susa to do again tomorrow ac-
cording to this day’s decree. Let the ten sons of
Haman be hanged on the gallows.”

1414 So the king commanded that it be so done, and
the decree was given at Susa, and they hanged the ten
sons of Haman.

1515 The Jews in Susa assembled again on the four-
teenth day of the month Adar and killed three hun-
dred more there, but on the plunder no one attempt-
ed to take it.

1616 But the rest of the Jews in the king’s provinces as-
sembled to defend their lives. Some had rest from
their enemies, while others killed seventy-five thou-
sand of those who hated them, but no one took from
the plunder. 1717 Because this occurrthis occurreded on the thirteenth
day of the month Adar, they rested on the fourteenth
day and made it a day of feasting and rejoicing.

The Feast of Purim EstablishedThe Feast of Purim Established
1818 Because the Jews in Susa had assembled on the

thirteenth day and the fourteenth day of Adar, then on
the fifteenth day they rested and made it a day of
feasting and rejoicing.

1919 Therefore, the Jews of the rural areas, who were
living in the villages, made the fourteenth day of the
month Adar a day of rejoicing and feasting and a spe-
cial day for sending portions of foodof food to one another.

2020 Mordecai recorded these events and sent letters to
all the Jews throughout all the provinces of King Aha-
suerus, both near and far, 2121 in order to institute for
them the celebration for the fourteenth day and the
fifteenth day of the month of Adar, each and every
year, 2222 like the days when the Jews had rest from their
enemies, and likelike the month when things turned
around for them— changingchanging from sorrow to joy and
from mourning into a favorable day—so that they
could celebrate a season of feasting and rejoicing and
sending foodfood portions to one another and gifts to the
poor.

2323 So the Jews accepted what had begun as tras traditionadition
as Mordecai had written to them. 2424 Haman, the son of
Hammedatha, the Agagite, the enemy of all the Jews,
had plotted against the Jews to destroy them, and had
cast Pur (that is, cast lots), to crush and destroy them.
2525 But when Esther came before the king, he ordered
by letter that the wicked plot which Haman had de-
vised against the Jews should come upon his own
head, and that he and his sons should be hanged on
the gallows. 2626 Therefore, they call these days Purim on
the basis of the name Pur. Furthermore, based on all
the information of this letter, along with what they had
seen in this regard and what had happened to them,
2727 the Jews instituted and accepted as tras traditionadition for
themselves, for their descendants, and for all joining
with them not to fail in observing the celebration of
these two days as prescribed and as specified in each
and every year. 2828 These days should be remembered
and celebrated throughout every generation, every
family, province, and city, so that these days of Purim
will not lose their significance among the Jews, and
the commemoration of these days will not cease
among their descendants.

2929 Then Queen Esther, the daughter of Abihail, and
Mordecai the Jew wrote with all authority, to confirm
this second letter about Purim. 3030 He sent the letters to
all the Jews, to the one hundred and twenty-seven
provinces of the kingdom of Ahasuerus, with instruc-
tions for peace and truth 3131 in order to confirm these
days of Purim at their appointed times, as Mordecai
the Jew and Queen Esther had instituted for them-
selves and for their offspring, with the instructions for
their times of fasting and their lamenting. 3232 The com-
mand of Esther confirmed these traditions of Purim,
and it was written in the book.

MorMordecai’decai’s Grs Greatnesseatness

Then King Ahasuerus charged a tribute on the
land and on the coastal lands of the sea. 22 All the

deeds of his power and of his might, and the detailed
record of the greatness of Mordecai, after the king
promoted him, are they not written in the book of the
chronicles of the kings of Media and Persia? 33 Indeed,
Mordecai the Jew was second in power to King Aha-
suerus. He was great among the Jews and popular
with many of his countrymen, for he sought favor for
his people, and spoke of peace and prosperity for all
of his posterity.
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JOBJOB
The book of Job has no formal mention of authorship. Some scholars have suggested Job, Elihu, Moses, or
Solomon. Since authorship cannot be established, neither can the date. While the events of Job are set in the
patriarchal period, the book appears to have been composed much later, possibly in the monarchy with some
of the other wisdom literature by Jewish scribes. Themes include God’s sovereign rule of the earth, His good-
ness and justice, and the problem of suffering. Job deals with the crucial issue of how to understand suffering
and evil when a person has been devoted to God and His worship. This book is the story of a wealthy Gentile
named Job living in the land of Uz, somewhere possibly southeast of Israel near Edom. Job epitomizes the invis-
ible, celestial war raging between good and evil. It also shows that God is in control and we are not, and that
we cannot require God to give us a reason for what He chooses to do.

The PrThe Prologueologue

There was a man in the land of Uz whose name
was Job. That man was blameless and upright,

fearing God and avoiding evil. 22 Seven sons and three
daughters were born to him. 33 His possessions were
seven thousand sheep, three thousand camels, five
hundred yoke of oxen, five hundred female donkeys,
and very many servants. This man was the greatest of
all the people of the East.

44 His sons used to go and make a feast in the house
of each on his day, and they would send and call for
their three sisters to eat and drink with them. 55 Now
when the days of feasting had run their course, Job
sent and sanctified them. He would rise up early in the
morning, and he would offer burnt offerings accord-
ing to the number of them all, because Job said: “It
may be that my sons have sinned, and cursed God in
their hearts.” Thus Job would do always.

66 Now there was a day when the sons of God came to
present themselves before the LORD , and the Adver-
sary also came among them. 77 And the LORD said to
the Adversary, “From where have you come?”

Then the Adversary answered the LORD , saying,
“From roaming on the earth, and from walking up and
down on it.”

88 And the LORD said to the Adversary, “Have you con-
sidered My servant Job, that there is none like him on
the earth, a blameless and an upright man, who fears
God, and avoids evil?”

99 Then the Adversary answered the LORD , saying,
“Has Job feared God for nothing? 1010 Have You not
made a hedge around him, around his household, and
around all that he has on every side? You have blessed
the work of his hands, and his possessions have in-
creased in the land. 1111 But stretch out Your hand now,
and touch all that he has, and he will curse You to Your
face.”

1212 The LORD said to the Adversary, “Look, all that he
has is in your power; only do not stretch out your
hand against his person.”

So the Adversary departed from the presence of the
LORD .

1313 So a day came when his sons and his daughters
were eating and drinking wine in their eldest brother’s
house, 1414 and a messenger came to Job and said, “The
oxen were plowing, and the donkeys were feeding be-
side them, 1515 and the Sabeans attacked them, and took
them away, and they killed the servants with the edge
of the sword, and only I alone have escaped to tell
you.”

1616 While he was still speaking, another came and
said, “The fire of God fell from heaven and burned up
the sheep and the servants and consumed them, and I
alone have escaped to tell you.”

1717 While he was still speaking, another came and
said, “The Chaldeans formed three companies and
made a raid on the camels and have taken them away.
They killed the servants with the edge of the sword,
and I alone have escaped to tell you.”

1818 While he was still speaking, another came and
said, “Your sons and your daughters were eating and
drinking wine in their eldest brother’s house, 1919 and
suddenly a great wind came from the wilderness and
struck the four corners of the house, and it fell on the
young people, and they are dead; and I alone have es-
caped to tell you.”

2020 Then Job stood up, tore his robe, and shaved his
head. He fell to the ground and worshipped. 2121 He
said,
“Naked I came from my mother’s womb,
and naked will I return there.

The LORD gave, and the LORD has taken away;
blessed be the name of the LORD .”

2222 In all this Job did not sin, and he did not accuse
God of wrongdoing.

Again there was a day when the sons of God
came to present themselves before the LORD ,
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and the Adversary came also among them to present
himself before the LORD . 22 The LORD said to the Ad-
versary, “From where do you come?”

And the Adversary answered the LORD , saying,
“From roaming on the earth, and from walking up and
down on it.”

33 The LORD said to the Adversary, “Have you consid-
ered My servant Job, that there is none like him on the
earth, a blameless and an upright man, who fears God
and avoids evil? He still holds fast his integrity, al-
though you moved Me against him, to destroy him
without cause.”

44 The Adversary answered the LORD , saying, “Skin
for skin; yes, all that a man has he will give for his life.
55 Put forth Your hand now and touch his bone and his
flesh, and he will curse You to Your face.”

66 The LORD said to the Adversary, “Very well, he is in
your hand, but spare his life.”

77 Therefore, the Adversary went out from the pres-
ence of the LORD , and he afflicted Job with severe
sores from the sole of his foot to the top of his head.
88 So he took a piece of broken pottery with which to
scrape himself while he was sitting among the ashes.

99 His wife said to him, “Are you still maintaining your
integrity? Curse God and die.”

1010 He said to her, “You talk like one of the foolish
women talks. Will we indeed accept the good from
God but not accept the adversity?”

In all this Job did not sin with his lips.
1111 Three friends of Job heard about all this evil that

had come upon him, and each one came from his own
place: Eliphaz the Temanite, Bildad the Shuhite, and
Zophar the Naamathite. They had agreed together to
come to mourn with him and to comfort him. 1212 They
saw him from a distance and did not recognize him, so
they wept aloud. Each one tore his robe, and they
tossed dust into the air above their heads. 1313 Then they
sat down with him on the ground seven days and sev-
en nights. Meanwhile, no one was speaking to him at
all because they saw that his pain was severe.

Job Laments His BirthJob Laments His Birth

After this Job opened his mouth, and cursed the
day of his birthbirth . 22 Job said:

33 “Let the day perish in which I was born
and the night in which it was said, ‘A male child is

conceived.’
44 As for that day, let it be darkness;
let God above not regard it;
and let not light shine upon it.

55 Let darkness and the shadow of death claim it;
let a cloud settle on it;
let the blackness of the day terrify it.

66 As for that night, let darkness capture it;
let it not rejoice among the days of the year;
let it not come into the number of the months.

77 Yes, as for that night, let it be barren!
Let no joyful cry come into it!

88 Let them curse it who curse any day,
those who are prepared to rouse Leviathan.

99 Let its morning stars be dark;
let it look for light, but have none;
let it not see the rays of dawn,

1010 because it did not shut the doors of my mother’s
womb,

nor hide trouble from my eyes.
1111 “Why did I not die at birth?
Why did I not expire when I came out of the womb?

1212 Why did herher knees receive me?
And why herher breasts that I should nurse?

1313 For now I would be lying down and would be at
peace;

I would have slept; then there would be rest for me,
1414 with kings and counselors of the earth,
who built ruins for themselves,

1515 or with princes who had gold,
who filled their houses with silver.

1616 Or why was I not hidden like a stillborn child,
like infants who never saw light?

1717 There the wicked will have stopped causing trou-
ble,

and there the exhausted will rest.
1818 Captives will relax together;
they do not hear the voice of the oppressor.

1919 The small and great, they are there,
and the servant is free from his master.

2020 “Why is light given to the miserable,
and life unto the bitter in soul,

2121 who look for death, but it is not there;
and they search for it more than for hidden trea-

sures;
2222 who rejoice exceedingly,
and they are glad when they find the grave?

2323 And why is light given to a man
whose way is hidden,
whom God has hedged in?

2424 For my sighing comes before I eat,
and my groaning pours forth like the waters.

2525 For the thing which I greatly feared has happened
to me,

and that which I dreaded has come to me.
2626 I am not at peace; I have no quiet,
I cannot rest, and turmoil has come.”

Eliphaz Speaks: Job Has SinnedEliphaz Speaks: Job Has Sinned

Then Eliphaz the Temanite answered:
22 “If one attempts a word with you, will you be

impatient?
But who can keep from speaking?

33 Surely you have instructed many,
and you have strengthened the weak hands.

44 Your words have raised up him who was falling,
and you have fortified the feeble knees.

55 But now it comes upon you, and you are weary;
it reaches even you, and you are terrified.

66 Is not your reverence your confidence?
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And the integrity of your ways your hope?
77 “Remember now, who being innocent ever per-

ished?
Or where were the upright ever wiped out?

88 Just like I have seen, those who plow iniquity
and sow trouble, reap the same.

99 By the breath of God they perish,
and by the blast of His anger they are destroyed.

1010 The roaring of the lion, and the voice of the fierce li-
on,

and the teeth of the young lions are broken.
1111 The old lion perishes for lack of prey,
and the cubs of the lioness are scattered.

1212 “Now a word was brought to me secretly,
and my ear received a whisper of it.

1313 Amid disquieting thoughts from night visions,
when deep sleep falls on mortals,

1414 terror and trembling came to me,
which made all my bones shake.

1515 A breath of wind was passing before my face,
and the hair on my body was standing up.

1616 It stood still,
but I could not recognize its appearance;

a form was in front of my eyes,
there was stillness, then I heard a voice saying:

1717 ‘Can a mortal be more righteous than God?
Can a man be more pure than his Maker?

1818 He does not trust in His servants,
and He charges His angels with error;

1919 Even more, those who dwell in houses of clay,
whose foundation is in the dust,
who are crushed before the moth.

2020 They are broken in pieces from morning to
evening;

they perish forever without anyone regarding it.
2121 Are not their tent ropes plucked up,
so they die, even without wisdom?’

Eliphaz: Job Is Chastised bEliphaz: Job Is Chastised by Gody God

“ C all out now; is anyone answering you?
And to whom among the holy ones will you

turn?
22 For anger slays the foolish man,
and jealousy kills the gullible.

33 Yes, I saw the foolish taking root,
and quickly I cursed his dwelling.

44 May his children be far from safety,
and may they be crushed in the gate without a deliv-

erer;
55 whose harvest the hungry eats up,
and takes it even out of the thorns,
and the thirsty captures his wealth.

66 For affliction does not come out of the dust,
nor does trouble sprout up out of the ground;

77 but man is born to trouble,
as the sparks fly upward.

88 “Indeed, I would appeal to God,
and before God I would set forth my case,

99 who does the great and the inscrutable,
wonders without number.

1010 He gives rain on the surface of the earth
and sends water on the outdoor places.

1111 He sets on high those who are lowly,
and those who mourn are lifted to safety.

1212 He frustrates the schemes of the crafty,
so that their hands cannot perform their plans.

1313 He catches the wise in their own craftiness,
and the scheme of the shrewd is swiftly stopped.

1414 In the daytime they encounter darkness,
and at noontime they grope as in the night.

1515 But the needy He saves from the sword,
from their mouth, and from the hand of the mighty.

1616 So the helpless has hope,
and injustice shuts her mouth.

1717 “How happy is the man whom God corrects!
Therefore do not despise the discipline of the

Almighty,
1818 for He wounds, but He applies the bandage;
He injures, but His hands also heal.

1919 In six crises He will deliver you;
even in seven, disaster will not touch you.

2020 In famine He will redeem you from death,
and in war from the power of the sword.

2121 You will be hidden from the lash of the tongue,
and you will not fear violence when it comes.

2222 You will laugh at devastation and famine,
and you will not fear wild animals.

2323 For you will have a covenant with the stones of the
field,

and the wild animals will be at peace with you.
2424 You will know that your tent is peaceful,
and you will inspect your property and find nothing

missing.
2525 You will know that your offspring will be many
and your descendants as the grass of the earth.

2626 You go to the grave in a full age,
as stalks of grain are gathered up in season.

2727 “Look! We have investigated all this, and it is so;
hear it, and know for yourself.”

Job Replies: My Complaint Is JustJob Replies: My Complaint Is Just

But Job answered:
22 “O that my grief were fully weighed,

and my calamity laid with it on the scales!
33 For now it would be heavier than the sand of the

sea;
therefore my words are stuck in my throat.

44 For the arrows of the Almighty are within me;
my spirit drinks in their poison;
the terrors of God are arrayed against me.

55 Does the wild donkey bray when he has grass?
Or the ox bellow over his fodder?

66 Is tasteless food eaten without salt?
Or is there any taste in the white of an egg?

77 My soul refuses to touch them;
they are like loathsome food to me.

JOB 4:7 373 JOB 6:7



77

88

88 “O that I might have my request,
and that God would grant me the thing that I long

for!
99 That it would please God to crush me,
that He would let loose His hand and cut me off!

1010 Then I would still have comfort;
I would revel in pain; it will not subside,
for I have not concealed the words of the Holy One.

1111 “What strength do I have, that I should hope?
And what is my end, that I should prolong my life?

1212 Is my strength the strength of stones?
Or is my flesh made of brass?

1313 Is there no help within me?
And is success banished from me?

1414 “A despairing man should be shown kindness from
his friend,

or he forsakes the fear of the Almighty.
1515 My brothers have acted deceitfully like a riverbed,
like the streams of the river beds that run dry;

1616 which are dark because of the ice,
and into which the snow disappears.

1717 In time they are scorched; they vanish!
When it is hot, they disappear from their place.

1818 The caravans of their way turn aside;
they go nowhere, and they perish.

1919 The caravans of Tema looked,
the travelers of Sheba hoped for them.

2020 They were disappointed because they were confi-
dent;

they arrived there and were dismayed.
2121 For now you are nothing;
you see terror and are afraid.

2222 Did I say, ‘Give to me’?
or, ‘Out of your wealth, bribe me’?

2323 or, ‘Deliver me from the power of the enemy’?
or, ‘From the power of the oppressors, liberate me’?

2424 “Teach me, and I will hold my tongue,
and make me understand how I have erred.

2525 How forceful are right words!
But what does your arguing prove?

2626 Do you mean to correct my words,
and treat my desperate words as wind?

2727 Yes, you cast lots for the fatherless,
and you bargain over your friend.

2828 “And now, please give me your attention,
for surely I will not lie to you.

2929 Turn, I pray, let there be no injustice!
Yes, turn again, my righteousness still stands!

3030 Is there injustice on my tongue?
Cannot my taste discern pernicious things?

Job: My Suffering Is EndlessJob: My Suffering Is Endless

“Is there not a time of hard service for a man up-
on earth?

Are not his days also like the days of a hired worker?
22 Like a servant, he longs for the shade,
and like a hired worker, he looks for his wages,

33 So I have been assigned months of futility,

and nights of trouble have been appointed to me.
44 When I lie down, I say,
‘When will I arise and the night be ended?’
And I am full of restlessness until the dawn.

55 My flesh is covered with worms and caked with dirt;
my skin is broken, and has become loathsome.

66 “My days fly more swiftly than a weaver’s shuttle,
and are spent without hope.

77 Oh, remember that my life is a breath!
My eye will never again see good.

88 The eye of him who sees me will behold me no
more;

Your eyes will be on me, but I will be no more.
99 As the cloud disappears and vanishes away,
so he who goes down to Sheol will come up no

more.
1010 He will never return to his house,
and his place will not recognize him anymore.

1111 “Therefore, I will not restrain my mouth;
I will speak in the anguish of my spirit;
I will complain in the bitterness of my soul.

1212 Am I the sea, or a sea monster,
that You set a guard over me?

1313 When I say, ‘My bed will comfort me,
my couch will ease my complaint,’

1414 then You scare me with dreams
and terrify me with visions,

1515 so that my soul chooses strangling,
even death rather than my life.

1616 I loathe my life; I would not live forever;
let me alone, for my days are emptiness.

1717 “What is man, that You should exalt him,
and that You should set Your heart on him,

1818 and that You should visit him every morning,
and test him every moment?

1919 How long until You look away from me?
Will You not let me alone until I swallow my saliva?

2020 Have I sinned? What am I doing to You,
O You watcher of men?

Why have You set me as Your target,
so that I am a burden to myself?

2121 And why do You not pardon my transgression
and take away my iniquity?

For now I will lie down in the dust;
and You will seek me diligently, but I will not be.”

Bildad Speaks: Job Should RepentBildad Speaks: Job Should Repent

Then Bildad the Shuhite answered:
22 “How long will you speak these things,

and the words of your mouth be like a strong wind?
33 Does God pervert judgment?
Or does the Almighty pervert justice?

44 If your children sinned against Him,
He cast them away for their transgression.

55 If you yourself would seek God earnestly,
and seek favor from the Almighty,

66 if you were pure and upright,
surely now He would rouse Himself on your behalf,
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and He would prosper your righteous dwelling.
77 Though your beginning was small,
your end will increase greatly.

88 “Please, ask the former generation,
and prepare yourself for what their fathers searched

out;
99 for we were born but yesterday and know nothing,
because our days on earth are a shadow.

1010 Will they not teach you, and tell you,
and bring forth words out of their heart?

1111 Can the papyrus grow up without a marsh?
Can the reed grow without water?

1212 While it is yet green and not cut down,
it withers before any other plant.

1313 So are the paths of all who forget God;
and the hypocrite’s hope will perish,

1414 whose confidence will be cut off,
and whose trust will be a spider’s web.

1515 He will lean upon his house, but it will not stand;
he will hold it fast, but it will not endure.

1616 He is green before the sun,
and his branch shoots forth in his garden.

1717 His roots are wrapped around the rock heap,
and hehe sees the place of stones.

1818 If he is uprooted from his place,
then it will deny him, saying, ‘I have not seen you.’

1919 See, this is the joy of his way,
and out of the ground others will grow.

2020 “Surely, God will not cast away a perfect man,
nor will He strengthen the evildoers,

2121 until He fills your mouth with laughing,
and your lips with rejoicing.

2222 Those who hate you will be clothed with shame,
and the dwelling place of the wicked will come to

nothing.”

Job Replies: TherJob Replies: There Is No Mediatore Is No Mediator

Then Job answered:
22 “Truly, I know it is so,

but how can a man be righteous with God?
33 If one would dispute with Him,
he cannot answer Him once in a thousand times.

44 He is wise in heart and mighty in strength.
Who has hardened himself against Him and pros-

pered?
55 He who removes mountains, and they know not,
who overturns them in His anger.

66 He who shakes the earth out of its place,
and its pillars tremble.

77 He who commands the sun, and it does not rise;
he seals off the stars.

88 He who alone spreads out the heavens,
and treads on the waves of the sea.

99 He who makes the Bear, Orion, and Pleiades,
and the constellations of the south.

1010 He who does great things, beyond discovery,
yes, and wonders beyond number.

1111 Yes, He would cross before me, and I would not see
Him;

He would pass on by, but I would not perceive Him.
1212 Yes, He takes away; who can hinder Him?
Who will say to Him, ‘What are You doing?’

1313 God will not withdraw His anger.
The proud helpers bow down beneath Him.

1414 “How, then, can I myself answer Him,
and choose my words to reason with Him?

1515 Even if I were righteous I could not answer;
I would plead to my Judge for favor.

1616 If I called, and He answered me,
I would not believe that He had listened to my voice.

1717 For He crushes me with a storm
and multiplies my wounds without cause.

1818 He will not allow me to get my breath,
but fills me with bitterness.

1919 If it is a matter of strength, indeed, He is strong;
and if of justice, who will set me a time to plead?

2020 Though I were righteous, my own mouth would
condemn me;

though I were perfect, it would prove me perverse.
2121 “Though I were perfect,
I would not know myself;
I would despise my life.

2222 It is all one thing; therefore I said,
‘He destroys both the perfect and the wicked.’

2323 If the whip kills suddenly,
He will laugh at the trial of the innocent.

2424 The earth is given into the hand of the wicked.
He covers the faces of its judges.
If it is not He, then who is it?

2525 “Now my days are swifter than a runner;
they flee away, they see no good.

2626 They pass by like reed skiffs,
like an eagle rushing upon its prey.

2727 If I say, ‘I will forget my complaint;
I will leave off my sad face and brighten up,’

2828 I am afraid of all my sorrows;
I know that You will not hold me innocent.

2929 If I am guilty,
why then do I labor in vain?

3030 If I wash myself with snow water
and cleanse my hands with soap,

3131 yet You will plunge me into the pit,
and my own clothes will abhor me.

3232 “For He is not a man as I am, that I should answer
Him,

and we should come together in judgment.
3333 Nor is there a mediator between us,
who may lay his hand upon us both.

3434 Let Him take His rod away from me,
and let not dread of Him terrify me.

3535 Then I would speak and not fear Him,
but it is not so with me.
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Job: I Abhor My LifeJob: I Abhor My Life

“My soul loathes my life;
I will freely give my complaint,

I will speak in the bitterness of my soul.
22 I will say to God, Do not condemn me;
show me why You contend with me.

33 Is it good for You that You should oppress,
that You should despise the work of Your hands
and smile on the counsel of the wicked?

44 Do You have eyes of flesh?
Or do You see as man sees?

55 Are Your days as the days of man?
Are Your years as the days of a mortal,

66 that You inquire after my iniquity
and search after my sin?

77 You know that I am not wicked,
and there is none who can deliver out of Your hand.

88 “Your hands have shaped me and made me com-
pletely,

yet You destroy me.
99 Remember, I pray,
that You have made me as the clay.
And would You return me to dust?

1010 Have You not poured me out as milk
and curdled me like cheese?

1111 You have clothed me with skin and flesh,
and have knit me together with bones and sinews.

1212 You have granted me life and loyal love,
and Your care has preserved my spirit.

1313 “These things You have hid in Your heart.
I know that this is with You.

1414 If I have sinned, then You would watch me,
and You would not acquit me from my iniquity.

1515 If I am wicked, woe unto me;
and if I am righteous, yet will I not lift up my head.

I am full of shame;
look at my affliction!

1616 For if my headmy head is lifted up, You would hunt me like a
lion,

and again You show Yourself marvelous to me.
1717 You renew Your witnesses against me
and increase Your indignation upon me.
Your troops come against me.

1818 “Why then did You bring me forth out of the womb?
O that I had died, and no eye had seen me!

1919 I should have been as though I had not been;
I should have been carried from the womb to the

grave.
2020 Are not my days few? Stop then,
and leave me alone that I may cheer up a little,

2121 before I go and do not return,
even to the land of darkness and the shadow of

death,
2222 a land of darkness, as darkness itself;
and of the shadow of death, without any order,
and where the light is as thick darkness.”

Zophar Speaks: Job Is GuiltyZophar Speaks: Job Is Guilty

Then Zophar the Naamathite answered:
22 “Should not the multitude of words be an-

swered?
And should a man full of talk be justified?

33 Should your empty talk make men hold their peace?
And when you mock, will no one shame you?

44 For you have said, ‘My teaching is pure,
And I am clean in your eyes.’

55 But O that God would speak
and open His lips against you,

66 and that He would show you the secrets of wisdom!
For they would double your prudence.
And know that God overlooks some of your iniquity.

77 “Can you search out the deep things of God?
Can you find out the totality of the Almighty?

88 It is as high as heaven; what can you do?
Deeper than Sheol; what can you know?

99 Its measure is longer than the earth
and broader than the sea.

1010 “If He passes through, and shuts up, and gathers
together for judgmentfor judgment ,

then who can hinder Him?
1111 For He knows worthless men;
He sees wickedness also; will He not then consider

it?
1212 For an empty-headed man will become wise,
when a wild donkey’s colt is born a man.

1313 “If you prepare your heart
and stretch out your hands toward Him;

1414 if iniquity is in your hand, put it far away,
and do not let wickedness dwell in your tents;

1515 for then you will lift up your face without blemish;
yes, you will be steadfast and will not fear,

1616 because you will forget misery,
and remember it as waters that pass away,

1717 and your life will be brighter than noonday,
even your darkness will be as the morning.

1818 You will trust because there is hope;
yes, you will search about you,
and you will look around and rest in safety.

1919 Also you will lie down, and none will make you
afraid;

yes, many will court your favor.
2020 But the eyes of the wicked will fail,
and they will not escape,
and their hope will be as the giving up of breath.”

Job RepliesJob Replies

And Job answered:
22 “No doubt but you are the people,

and wisdom will die with you!
33 But I have understanding as well as you;
I am not inferior to you.
Yes, who does not know such things as these?

44 “I am a laughingstock to my neighbor,
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who calls upon God, and He answers him;
the righteous, upright man is a laughingstock.

55 He whose foot is unsteady
is despised in the thoughts of him who is at ease.

66 The tents of robbers are at peace,
and those who provoke God are secure,
into whose hand they bring their own god.

77 “But now ask the beasts, and let them teach you;
and the birds of the air, and let them tell you;

88 or speak to the earth, let it teach you;
and let the fish of the sea declare to you.

99 Who among all these does not know
that the hand of the LORD has done this?

1010 In whose hand is the soul of every living thing
and the breath of all mankind?

1111 Does not the ear test words
and the mouth taste its food?

1212 Wisdom is with the elderly,
and understanding comes with long life.

1313 “With Him are wisdom and strength;
He has counsel and understanding.

1414 Surely, He tears down, and it cannot be built again;
He imprisons a man, and there can be no release.

1515 Surely, He withholds the waters, and they dry up;
also He sends them out, and they overthrow the

earth.
1616 With Him are strength and wisdom.
The deceived and the deceiver are His.

1717 He leads counselors away stripped
and makes fools of judges.

1818 He has loosened the bonds imposed by kings
and bound their waist with a belt.

1919 He leads away priests stripped
and overthrows the mighty.

2020 He removes speech from the trusted ones
and takes away the understanding of the aged.

2121 He pours contempt upon princes
and loosens the belt of the mighty.

2222 He uncovers deep things out of darkness
and brings the shadow of death to light.

2323 He increases the nations, and destroys them;
He enlarges the nations and guides them.

2424 He takes away the understanding of the chiefs of
the people of the earth,

and causes them to wander in a wilderness where
there is no way.

2525 They grope in the dark without light,
and He makes them to stagger like a drunk man.

“Notice, my eye has seen all this;
my ear has heard and understood it.

22 What you know, I also know the same;
I am not inferior to you.

33 Surely I would speak to the Almighty,
and I desire to reason with God.

44 But you are plasterers of falsehood;
you are all physicians of no value.

55 O that you would altogether hold your peace,
and it would be your wisdom!

66 Hear now my reasoning,
and listen to the pleadings of my lips.

77 Will you speak wickedly for God?
And talk deceitfully for Him?

88 Will you take His side?
Will you plead for God?

99 Is it good that He would search you out?
Or as one man mocks another, do you so mock Him?

1010 He will surely rebuke you,
if you secretly show partiality.

1111 Will not His excellence make you afraid,
and the dread of Him fall upon you?

1212 Your reminders are parables made of ashes;
your answers are answers made of clay.

1313 “Hold your peace; leave me alone, that I may speak,
and let come on me what may!

1414 Why do I take my flesh in my teeth,
and put my life in my hand?

1515 Though He slay me, yet will I trust in Him, ††

but I will defend my own ways before Him.
1616 He also will be my salvation,
for a hypocrite could not come before Him.

1717 Listen carefully to my speech,
and to my declaration with your ears.

1818 See now, I have prepared my case;
I know that I will be justified.

1919 Who is he who will plead with me?
For now, if I hold my tongue, I will give up my

breath.
2020 “Only grant me two things,
then I will not hide myself from You:

2121 Withdraw Your hand far from me,
and let not the dread of You make me afraid.

2222 Then call, and I will answer;
or let me speak, and You answer me.

2323 How many are my iniquities and sins?
Make known to me my transgression and my sin.

2424 Why do You hide Your face
and regard me as Your enemy?

2525 Will You frighten a leaf driven to and fro?
And will You pursue dry stubble?

2626 For You write bitter things against me
and make me inherit the iniquities of my youth.

2727 You put my feet in the stocks
and watch closely all my paths;
You draw a line around the soles of my feet.

2828 “Man, as a rotten thing, decays,
as a garment that is moth eaten.

“Man who is born of a woman
is of few days and full of trouble.

22 He comes forth like a flower and withers;
he flees like a shadow and does not continue.

33 Do You open Your eyes on such a one,
and bring me into judgment with You?

44 Who can bring a clean thing out of an unclean?
There is no one.

55 Seeing his days are determined,
† Original Heb. a I have no hope.

JOB 12:5 377 JOB 14:5



1515

the number of his months are with You;
You have appointed his bounds that he cannot pass;

66 turn from him, that he may rest,
until he, as a hired man, finishes his day.

77 “For there is hope for a tree,
if it is cut down, that it will sprout again,
and that its tender shoots will not cease.

88 Though its root may grow old in the earth,
and its stump may die in the ground,

99 yet at the scent of water it will bud
and bring forth boughs like a plant.

1010 But man dies and wastes away;
yes, man gives up his breath, and where is he?

1111 As the waters disappear from the sea,
and the flood shrivels and dries up,

1212 so man lies down and does not rise;
until the heavens are no more, he will not awake,
nor be raised out of his sleep.

1313 “O that You would hide me in the grave,
that You would conceal me until Your wrath is past,

that You would appoint me a set time
and remember me!

1414 If a man dies, will he live again?
All the days of my service I will wait,
until my relief comes.

1515 You will call, and I will answer You;
You will long for the work of Your hands.

1616 For now You number my steps;
do You not observe my sin?

1717 My transgression is sealed up in a bag,
and You plaster over my iniquity.

1818 “Surely the mountain falling comes to nothing,
and the rock is removed out of its place.

1919 The waters wear away the stones;
its overflow washes away the dust of the earth;
and You destroy the hope of man.

2020 You prevail forever against him, and he passes on;
changing his countenance, You send him away.

2121 His sons come to honor, and he does not know it;
and they are brought low, but he does not perceive

it.
2222 But his flesh on him will have pain,
and his soul within him will mourn.”

Eliphaz Speaks: Job Does Not Fear GodEliphaz Speaks: Job Does Not Fear God

Then Eliphaz the Temanite answered:
22 “Should a wise man reply with empty knowl-

edge
and fill his lungs with the east wind?

33 Should he reason with unprofitable talk
or with speeches with which he can do no good?

44 Yes, you cast off reverence
and hinder prayer before God.

55 For your mouth utters your iniquity,
and you choose the tongue of the crafty.

66 Your own mouth condemns you, and not I;
yes, your own lips testify against you.

77 “Are you the first man who was born?

Or were you made before the hills?
88 Have you heard the counsel of God?
And do you restrict wisdom to yourself?

99 What do you know that we do not know?
What do you understand that is not in us?

1010 Both the gray-haired and very aged are among
us—

much older than your father.
1111 Are the consolations of God too small for you?
Or the word spoken gently to you?

1212 Why does your heart carry you away?
And what do your eyes wink at,

1313 that you turn your spirit against God,
and let such words go out of your mouth?

1414 “What is man that he should be pure?
And he who is born of a woman, that he should be

righteous?
1515 Behold, He puts no trust in His holy ones,
and the heavens are not pure in His sight.

1616 How much more abhorred and corrupt is man,
who drinks iniquity like water!

1717 “I will tell you; hear me,
and what I have seen I will declare,

1818 what wise men have told,
not hiding anything received from their fathers,

1919 to whom alone the land was given,
and no foreigner passed among them:

2020 The wicked man travails with pain all his days,
and numbered are the years stored up for the op-

pressor.
2121 A dreadful sound is in his ears;
in prosperity the destroyer will come upon him.

2222 He does not believe that he will return from dark-
ness,

and a sword awaits him.
2323 He wanders about for bread, saying, ‘Where is it?’
He knows that the day of darkness is ready at his

hand.
2424 Trouble and anguish will make him afraid;
they will prevail against him as a king ready to the

battle.
2525 For he stretches out his hand against God,
and strengthens himself against the Almighty.

2626 He rushes upon Him, even on His neck,
with his thick embossed shield.

2727 He has covered his face with his fatness
and gathered fat upon his waist.

2828 “He dwells in desolate cities
and in houses which no man inhabits,
which are ready to become heaps.

2929 He will not be rich, nor will his wealth continue,
nor will his possessions spread over the earth.

3030 He will not depart out of darkness;
the flame will dry out his branches,
and by the breath of His mouth he will go away.

3131 Let him who is deceived not trust in futility,
for futility will be his reward.

3232 It will be accomplished before his time,
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and his branch will not be green.
3333 He will shake off his unripe grape like the vine,
and will cast off his blossom like the olive.

3434 For the company of hypocrites will be desolate,
and fire will consume the tents of bribery.

3535 They conceive mischief, and give birth to futility;
their womb prepares deceit.”

Job Replies: YJob Replies: You Arou Are Misere Miserable Comfortersable Comforters

Then Job answered:
22 “I have heard many such things;

miserable comforters are you all!
33 Will windy words have an end?
Or what provokes you that you answer?

44 I also could speak as you do,
if your soul were in my place.

I could heap up words against you
and shake my head at you;

55 but I would strengthen you with my mouth,
and the moving of my lips wouldwould relieve your grief.

66 “Though I speak, my grief is not relieved;
and though I stop, how am I eased?

77 But now He has made me weary;
You have made desolate all my company.

88 You have filled me with wrinkles, which is a witness
against me;

and my leanness has risen up and bears witness to
my face.

99 He has torn me in His wrath, and He has carried a
grudge against me.

He has gnashed me with His teeth;
my enemy sharpens His gaze upon me.

1010 They have gaped upon me with their mouth;
they have struck me upon the cheek with reproach;
they have gathered themselves together against

me.
1111 God has delivered me to the ungodly
and turned me over into the hands of the wicked.

1212 I was at ease, but He has shattered me.
He also has taken me by my neck, and shaken me to

pieces,
and set me up for His target.

1313 His archers surround me;
He splits open my kidneys and does not pity;
He pours out my gall upon the ground.

1414 He pierces me with thrust after thrust;
He rushes upon me like a warrior.

1515 “I have sewn sackcloth over my skin
and thrust my horn into the dust.

1616 My face is inflamed with weeping,
and on my eyelids is the shadow of death,

1717 thoughthough not for any violence in my hands,
and my prayer is pure.

1818 “O earth, do not cover my blood,
and let my cry have no resting place.

1919 Also now, look, my witness is in heaven,
and my record is on high.

2020 My friends scorn me;

my eyes pour out tears unto God.
2121 Oh, that one might plead for a man with God,
as a man pleads for his neighbor!

2222 For when a few years have passed,
I will go the way from which I will not return.

Job PrJob Prays for Reliefays for Relief

“My spirit is broken,
my days are extinguished,

the grave is ready for me.
22 Are not mockers with me?
And does not my eye dwell on their provocation?

33 “Now put down a pledge for me with Yourself.
Who is he who will shake hands with me?

44 For You have hidden their heart from understand-
ing.

Therefore will You not exalt them.
55 He who speaks flattery to his friends,
even the eyes of his children will fail.

66 “And He has made me a byword of the people,
someone in whose face they spit.

77 My eye also is dim because of sorrow,
and all my members are like a shadow.

88 Upright men will be astonished at this,
and the innocent will stir up himself against the hyp-

ocrite.
99 The righteous also will hold to his way,
and he who has clean hands will be stronger and

stronger.
1010 “But as for you all, return and come now,
for I cannot find one wise man among you.

1111 My days are past, my purposes are broken off,
even the thoughts of my heart.

1212 They change the night into day;
the light is short because of darkness.

1313 If I wait, the grave is my house;
I have made my bed in the darkness.

1414 I have said to the pit, ‘You are my father’;
to the worm, ‘You are my mother and my sister.’

1515 Where now is my hope?
As for my hope, who will see it?

1616 Will they go down to the gates of Sheol?
Will we descend together in the dust?”

Bildad Speaks: God Punishes the WickedBildad Speaks: God Punishes the Wicked

Then Bildad the Shuhite answered:
22 “How long will it be until you put an end to

words?
Gain understanding, and afterwards we will speak.

33 Why are we counted as beasts
and regarded as stupid in your sight?

44 You who tear yourself in anger,
will the earth be forsaken for you?
And will the rock be removed from its place?

55 “Yes, the light of the wicked will be put out,
and the spark of his fire will not shine.

66 The light will be dark in his tent,
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and his candle beside him will be put out.
77 The steps of his strength will be shortened,
and his own counsel will cast him down.

88 For he is cast into a net by his own feet,
and he walks upon a snare.

99 The trap will take him by the heel,
and the snare will prevail against him.

1010 The snare is laid for him in the ground,
and a trap for him in the path.

1111 Terrors will make him afraid on every side
and will drive him to his feet.

1212 His strength will be hungry,
and destruction will be ready at his side.

1313 It will devour the parts of his skin;
the firstborn of death will devour his limbs.

1414 His confidence will be rooted out of his tent,
and it will bring him to the king of terrors.

1515 They dwell in his tent who have no part with him;
brimstone will be scattered upon his habitation.

1616 His roots will be dried up beneath,
and above his branch will dry up.

1717 The memory of him will perish from the earth,
and he will have no name in the street.

1818 He will be driven from light into darkness,
and chased out of the world.

1919 He has neither descendant nor posterity among his
people,

nor anyone remaining in his dwellings.
2020 They who come after him will be astonished at his

day,
as they who went before were seized with fright.

2121 Surely such are the dwellings of the wicked,
and this is the place of him who does not know

God.”

Job Replies: My Redeemer LivesJob Replies: My Redeemer Lives

Then Job answered:
22 “How long will you torment my soul

and break me in pieces with words?
33 These ten times you have reproached me;
you are not ashamed that you have wronged me.

44 And if indeed I have erred,
my error remains with me.

55 If indeed you exalt yourselves against me
and plead against me with my disgrace,

66 know now that God has bent me
and has surrounded me with His net.

77 “Look, I cry out concerning wrong, but I am not
heard;

I cry aloud, but there is no justice.
88 He has fenced up my way that I cannot pass,
and He has set darkness in my paths.

99 He has stripped me of my glory
and taken the crown from my head.

1010 He has destroyed me on every side, and I am gone;
and my hope He has uprooted like a tree.

1111 He has also kindled His wrath against me,
and He counts me as one of His enemies.

1212 His troops come together
and build up their road against me;
they set up camp all around my tent.

1313 “He has removed my brothers far from me,
and my acquaintances are completely estranged

from me.
1414 My relatives have failed,
and my close friends have forgotten me.

1515 Those who dwell in my house, and my maidser-
vants,

count me for a stranger;
I am a foreigner in their sight.

1616 I called my servant, but he gave me no answer;
I begged him with my mouth.

1717 My breath is offensive to my wife;
I am loathsome to the children of my own body.

1818 Yes, young children despise me;
I arose, and they spoke against me.

1919 All my close friends abhorred me,
and they whom I love are turned against me.

2020 My bones cling to my skin and to my flesh,
and I have escaped by the skin of my teeth.

2121 “Have pity upon me, have pity upon me, O you my
friends,

for the hand of God has struck me!
2222 Why do you persecute me as God does,
and are not satisfied with my flesh?

2323 “Oh, that my words were written!
Oh, that they were inscribed in a book!

2424 That they were engraved with an iron pen
and lead in the rock forever!

2525 For I know that my Redeemer lives,
and He will stand at last on the earth;

2626 and after my skin is destroyed,
yet in my flesh I will see God,

2727 whom I will see for myself,
and my eyes will behold, and not another.
How my heart yearns within me.

2828 “If you should say, ‘How shall we persecute him?’
since the root of the matter is found in me,

2929 be afraid of the sword for yourselves;
for wrath brings the punishments of the sword,
that you may know there is a judgment.”

Zophar Speaks: The Wicked Will SufferZophar Speaks: The Wicked Will Suffer

Then Zophar the Naamathite answered:
22 “Therefore my thoughts cause me to answer,

and for this I make haste.
33 I have heard the rebuke that disgraces me,
and the spirit of my understanding causes me to an-

swer.
44 “Do you not know this of old,
since man was placed upon earth,

55 that the triumphing of the wicked is short,
and the joy of the hypocrite is but for a moment?

66 Though his loftiness extends to the heavens,
and his head reaches to the clouds,

77 yet he will perish forever like his own excrement;
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those who have seen him will say, ‘Where is he?’
88 He will fly away like a dream and will not be found;
yes, he will be chased away as a vision of the night.

99 The eye that saw him will see him no more;
nor will his place behold him anymore.

1010 His children will seek favor from the poor,
and his hands will give back his wealth.

1111 His bones are full of his youthful vigor,
but it will lie down with him in the dust.

1212 “Though evil is sweet in his mouth,
and he hides it under his tongue,

1313 though he spares it and does not forsake it,
but keeps it in his mouth,

1414 yet his food in his stomach turns sour;
it becomes the venom of cobras within him.

1515 He has swallowed down riches,
and he will vomit them up again;
God will cast them out of his belly.

1616 He will suck the poison of cobras;
the viper’s tongue will slay him.

1717 He will not see the streams, the rivers,
the brooks of honey and butter.

1818 He will give back the produce of labor and will not
swallow it down.

According to his wealth the restitution will be, and
he will not rejoice in it;

1919 because he has oppressed and has forsaken the
poor.

He has violently taken away a house that he did not
build.

2020 “Because he knows no quietness in his belly,
he will not save anything he desired.

2121 Nothing is left for him to eat;
therefore his prosperity will not endure.

2222 In his self-sufficiency he will be in distress;
every hand of misery will come upon him.

2323 When he is about to fill his belly,
God will cast the fury of His wrath on him
and will rain it on him while he is eating.

2424 He will flee from the iron weapon;
a bronze bow will pierce him through.

2525 It is drawn and comes out of the body;
yes, the glittering point comes out of his gall.

Terrors are upon him.
2626 Total darkness is stored up for his treasures.

An unfanned fire will consume him;
what is left in his tent will be consumed.

2727 The heavens will reveal his iniquity,
and the earth will rise up against him.

2828 The increase of his house will depart,
and his goods will flow away in the day of His wrath.

2929 This is the wicked man’s portion from God,
and the inheritance appointed to him by God.”

Job Replies: The Wicked Do PrJob Replies: The Wicked Do Prosperosper

But Job answered:
22 “Listen carefully to my speech,

and let this be your consolation.

33 Bear with me that I may speak,
and after I have spoken, mock on.

44 “As for me, is my complaint against man?
And if it were so, why should not my spirit be trou-

bled?
55 Look at me and be astonished,
and put your hand over your mouth.

66 Even when I remember I am afraid,
and trembling takes hold of my body.

77 Why do the wicked live and become old;
yes, become mighty in power?

88 Their descendants are established with them in
their sight,

and their offspring before their eyes.
99 Their houses are safe from fear,
nor is the rod of God upon them.

1010 Their bull breeds without failure;
their cow gives calves without miscarriage.

1111 They send forth their little ones like a flock,
and their children dance.

1212 They take up the tambourine and harp
and rejoice at the sound of the flute.

1313 They spend their days in wealth,
and in a moment go down to Sheol.

1414 Therefore they say to God, ‘Depart from us,
for we do not desire the knowledge of Your ways.

1515 Who is the Almighty, that we should serve Him?
And what profit do we have if we pray to Him?’

1616 Indeed, their prosperity is not in their hand.
The counsel of the wicked is far from me.

1717 “How often is the lamp of the wicked put out?
How often does their destruction come upon them,
the sorrows God distributes in His anger?

1818 They are like straw before the wind,
and like chaff that a storm carries away.

1919 God stores up their iniquity for their children;
let Him reward the people themselves, and they will

know it.
2020 Let their eyes see their own destruction,
and let them drink of the wrath of the Almighty.

2121 For what do they care about their households after
them,

when the number of their months is cut off?
2222 “Can anyone teach God knowledge,
since He judges those who are on high?

2323 One dies in his full strength,
being wholly at ease and secure.

2424 His pails are full of milk,
and the marrow of his bones is moist.

2525 Another dies in the bitterness of his soul,
never having eaten with pleasure.

2626 They will lie down alike in the dust,
and worms will cover them.

2727 “Behold, I know your thoughts,
and the schemes with which you would wrong me.

2828 For you say, ‘Where is the house of the prince?
And where are the dwelling places of the wicked?’

2929 Have you not asked them who travel the road?
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And do you not know their signs?
3030 For the wicked are reserved for the day of destruc-

tion;
they will be brought forth on the day of wrath.

3131 Who will declare his way to his face?
And who will repay him for what he has done?

3232 Yet will he be brought to the grave
and will remain in the tomb.

3333 The clods of the valley will be sweet unto him;
and everyone will follow him,
as countless have gone before.

3434 “How then can you comfort me with emptiness,
since deceit remains in your answers?”

Eliphaz Speaks: JobEliphaz Speaks: Job’’s Wickedness Is Grs Wickedness Is Greateat

Then Eliphaz the Temanite answered:
22 “Can a man be profitable to God,

as he who is wise may be profitable to himself?
33 Is it any pleasure to the Almighty that you are right-

eous?
Or is it gain to Him that you make your ways blame-

less?
44 “Is it because of your fear of Him that He corrects

you,
and enters into judgment with you?

55 Is not your wickedness great,
and your iniquity infinite?

66 For you have taken a pledge from your brother for
nothing,

and stripped the naked of their clothing.
77 You have not given water to the weary to drink,
and you have withheld bread from the hungry.

88 But as for the mighty man, he possessed the earth,
and the honorable man lived in it.

99 You have sent widows away empty,
and the strength of the fatherless was crushed.

1010 Therefore snares are all around you,
and sudden fear troubles you,

1111 or darkness, so that you cannot see;
and an abundance of waters covers you.

1212 “Is not God in the height of heaven?
And see the height of the stars, how high they are!

1313 And you say, ‘What does God know?
Can He judge through the dark cloud?

1414 Thick clouds are His covering, so He cannot see;
and He walks above the circle of heaven.’

1515 Will you keep to the old way,
that wicked men have trod?

1616 They were cut down before their time;
their foundations were swept away by a flood.

1717 They said to God, ‘Depart from us,’
And, ‘What can the Almighty do to us?’

1818 Yet He filled their houses with good things;
but the counsel of the wicked is far from me.

1919 “The righteous see it and are glad,
and the innocent laugh them to scorn:

2020 ‘Surely our adversaries are cut down,
and the fire consumes their remnant.’

2121 “Now acquaint yourself with Him and be at peace;
thereby good will come to you.

2222 Receive, I pray, the teaching from His mouth,
and lay up His words in your heart.

2323 If you return to the Almighty, you will be built up;
you will put away iniquity far from your tents.

2424 Then you will lay up gold as dust,
and the gold of Ophir as the stones of the brooks.

2525 Yes, the Almighty will be your gold
and your precious silver;

2626 for then you will delight yourself in the Almighty,
and will lift up your face unto God.

2727 You will make your prayer to Him, and He will hear
you,

and you will pay your vows.
2828 You will also declare a matter, and it will be estab-

lished unto you;
and the light will shine upon your ways.

2929 When men are cast down, and you say, ‘There is a
time of exaltation!’

then He will save the humble person.
3030 He will even deliver one who is not innocent;
He will be delivered by the purity of your hands.”

Job Replies: My Complaint Is GrieJob Replies: My Complaint Is Grievousvous

Then Job answered:
22 “Today also my complaint is bitter;

my hand is heavy because of my groaning.
33 Oh, that I knew where I might find Him,
that I might come even to His seat!

44 I would present my case before Him
and fill my mouth with arguments.

55 I would know the words that He would answer me
and understand what He would say to me.

66 Will He plead against me with His great power?
No! But He would take note of me.

77 There the righteous might dispute with Him;
so would I be delivered forever from my Judge.

88 “Look, I go forward, but He is not there,
and backward, but I cannot perceive Him;

99 when He works on the left hand, I cannot behold
Him;

He turns to the right hand, I cannot see Him.
1010 But He knows the way that I take;
when He has tested me, I will come forth as gold.

1111 My foot has held fast to His steps;
I have kept His way and have not turned aside.

1212 I have not departed from the commandment of His
lips;

I have esteemed the words of His mouth more than
my necessary food.

1313 “But He is resolute, and who can turn Him?
And whatever His soul desires, that He does.

1414 For He performs what is appointed for me,
and many such things are with Him.

1515 Therefore I am troubled at His presence;
when I consider, I am afraid of Him.

1616 For God makes my heart soft,
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and the Almighty troubles me;
1717 because I was not cut off from the presence of

darkness,
nor has He covered the darkness from my face.

“Since times of judgment are not kept by the
Almighty,

why do they who know Him not see His days?
22 Some remove the landmarks;
they violently take away flocks and feed on them.

33 They drive away the donkey of the orphan;
they take the widow’s ox for a pledge.

44 They turn away the needy;
the poor of the earth are forced to hide.

55 Behold, as wild donkeys in the desert,
they go out to their work, rising early for a prey.
The wilderness yields food for them and for their

children.
66 They gather their fodder in the field,
and they glean in the vineyard of the wicked.

77 They cause the naked to lodge without clothing,
and they have no covering in the cold.

88 They are wet with the showers of the mountains
and embrace the rock for want of a shelter.

99 They snatch the fatherless from the breast
and take a pledge from the poor.

1010 They cause him to go naked without clothing,
and they take away the sheaf from the hungry.

1111 They press out oil within their walls
and tread their winepresses, yet suffer thirst.

1212 Men groan from outside the city,
and the soul of the wounded cries out;
yet God does not charge them with wrong.

1313 “They are those who rebel against the light;
they do not know its ways
nor abide in its paths.

1414 The murderer, rising with the light, kills the poor
and needy,

and in the night he is like a thief.
1515 Also the eye of the adulterer waits for the twilight,
saying, ‘No eye will see me’;
and he disguises his face.

1616 In the dark they break into houses,
which they had marked for themselves in the day-

time;
they do not know the light.

1717 For the morning is the same to them as the shadow
of death;

if someone recognizes them,
they are in the terrors of the shadow of death.

1818 “He is swift as the waters.
Their portion is cursed in the earth.
They do not turn toward the way of the vineyards.

1919 Drought and heat consume the snow waters;
so the grave consumes those who have sinned.

2020 The womb will forget him;
the worm will feed sweetly on him;

he will be remembered no more,
and wickedness will be broken like a tree.

2121 He preys on the barren who do not bear,
and does no good for the widow.

2222 But God draws the mighty away with His power;
He rises up, and no man is sure of life.

2323 He gives them security, and they rely on it;
yet His eyes are on their ways.

2424 They are exalted for a little while but are gone and
brought low;

they are taken out of the way like all others
and cut off as the tops of the grain.

2525 “If it is not so, who will prove me a liar
and make my speech worth nothing?”

Bildad Speaks: Man Cannot Be RighteousBildad Speaks: Man Cannot Be Righteous

Then Bildad the Shuhite answered:
22 “Dominion and fear are with Him;

He makes peace in His high places.
33 Is there any number to His armies?
And upon whom does His light not rise?

44 How then can man be righteous with God?
Or how can he who is born of a woman be clean?

55 Behold, even the moon does not shine,
and the stars are not pure in His sight;

66 how much less man, who is a maggot?
And the son of man, who is a worm?”

Job Replies: God’Job Replies: God’s Majesty Is Unsears Majesty Is Unsearchablechable

But Job answered:
22 “How have you helped him who is without

power?
How have you saved the arm that has no strength?

33 How have you counseled him who has no wisdom?
And how have you plentifully declared sound knowl-

edge?
44 To whom have you uttered words?
And whose breath came from you?

55 “The departed spirits tremble under the waters,
and their inhabitants.

66 The underworld is naked before Him,
and destruction has no covering.

77 He stretches out the north over empty space,
He hangs the earth upon nothing.

88 He binds up the waters in His thick clouds,
and the cloud is not broken under them.

99 He covers the face of the full moon
and spreads His cloud over it.

1010 He has circled the waters with boundaries,
until the day and night come to an end.

1111 The pillars of heaven tremble
and are astonished at His reproof.

1212 He divides the sea with His power,
and by His understanding He strikes through the

proud.
1313 By His breath He has made fair the heavens;
His hand has formed the fleeing serpent.

1414 Indeed, these are but a part of His ways,
and how small a whisper we hear of Him!
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But the thunder of His power who can understand?”

JobJob’’s Last Ws Last Worords to His Friendsds to His Friends

Moreover Job continued his discourse:
22 “As God lives, who has taken away my judg-

ment,
and the Almighty, who has made my soul bitter,

33 all the while my spirit is in me,
and the breath of God is in my nostrils,

44 my lips will not speak wickedness,
nor my tongue utter deceit.

55 God forbid that I should justify you.
Until I die I will not put away my integrity from me.

66 My righteousness I hold fast and will not let it go;
my heart will not reproach me as long as I live.

77 “Let my enemy be like the wicked,
and he who rises up against me like the unright-

eous.
88 For what is the hope of the hypocrite,
though he may gain much, when God takes away

his soul?
99 Will God hear his cry
when trouble comes upon him?

1010 Will he delight himself in the Almighty?
Will he always call upon God?

1111 “I will teach you about the hand of God;
what is with the Almighty I will not conceal.

1212 Look, all of you have seen it;
why then have you become altogether vain?

1313 “This is the portion of a wicked man with God,
and the inheritance that oppressors receive from

the Almighty:
1414 If his children are multiplied, it is for the sword,
and his offspring will not be satisfied with bread.

1515 Those who survive him will be buried in death,
and their widows will not weep.

1616 Though he heaps up silver like the dust
and piles up clothing like the clay—

1717 he may pile it up, but the just will wear it,
and the innocent will divide the silver.

1818 He builds his house like a moth
and like a booth that the watchman makes.

1919 The rich man will lie down, but he will not be gath-
ered;

he opens his eyes, and he is not.
2020 Terrors overtake him like floodwaters;
a tempest steals him away in the night.

2121 The east wind carries him away, and he departs;
it sweeps him out of his place.

2222 For God will cast it upon him and not spare;
he would flee from its power.

2323 Men will clap their hands at him
and will hiss him out of his place.

Interlude: WherInterlude: Where Wisdom Is Founde Wisdom Is Found

“Surely there is a mine for the silver,
and a place where they refine gold.

22 Iron is taken out of the earth,
and copper is smelted from the ore.

33 Man puts an end to darkness,
and searches every extremity
for ore in the darkness and the shadow of death.

44 He breaks open a shaft away from the inhabitants;
in places forgotten by feet
they hang far away from men; and they totter.

55 As for the earth, from it comes bread,
and underneath it is turned up as by fire.

66 Its stones are the source of sapphires,
and it has dust of gold.

77 There is a path that no bird knows,
and that the vulture’s eye has not seen;

88 the lion cubs have not trodden it,
nor has the fierce lion passed by it.

99 He puts forth his hand upon the rock;
he overturns the mountains by the roots.

1010 He cuts out rivers among the rocks,
and his eye sees every precious thing.

1111 He prevents the floods from overflowing,
and the thing that is hidden he brings forth to light.

1212 “But where will wisdom be found?
And where is the place of understanding?

1313 Man does not know its price,
nor is it found in the land of the living.

1414 The depth says, ‘It is not in me,’
and the sea says, ‘It is not with me.’

1515 It cannot be bought for gold,
nor can silver be weighed for its price.

1616 It cannot be valued in the gold of Ophir,
with the precious onyx or the sapphire.

1717 The gold and the crystal cannot equal it,
and it cannot be exchanged for jewels of fine gold.

1818 No mention will be made of coral or of pearls,
for the price of wisdom is above rubies.

1919 The topaz of Ethiopia will not equal it,
nor will it be valued with pure gold.

2020 “From where then does wisdom come?
And where is the place of understanding?

2121 It is hidden from the eyes of all living
and concealed from the birds of the air.

2222 Destruction and death say,
‘We have heard of its fame with our ears.’

2323 God understands its way,
and He knows its place.

2424 For He looks to the ends of the earth,
and sees under the whole heaven,

2525 to make the weight of the wind,
and He weighs the waters by measure.

2626 When He made a decree for the rain,
and a path for the lightning of the thunder,

2727 then He saw it and declared it;
He prepared it, yes, and searched it out.

2828 To man He said:
‘Look, the fear of the Lord, that is wisdom;
And to depart from evil is understanding.’”
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JobJob’’s Final Defenses Final Defense

Moreover Job continued his discourse:
22 “Oh, that I were as in months past,

as in the days when God watched over me;
33 when His lamp shone upon my head,
and when by His light I walked through darkness;

44 as I was in the days of my autumn youth,
when the friendly counsel of God was over my tent;

55 when the Almighty was still with me,
when my children were around me;

66 when my steps were bathed in butter,
and the rock poured out rivers of oil for me!

77 “When I went out to the gate of the city,
when I took my seat in the square,

88 the young men saw me and hid themselves,
and the aged arose and stood up.

99 The princes refrained from talking,
and put their hand on their mouth.

1010 The nobles held their peace,
and their tongue stuck to the roof of their mouth.

1111 When the ear heard, then it blessed me;
and when the eye saw, then it approved me,

1212 because I delivered the poor who cried,
and the fatherless, and him who had none to help

him.
1313 The blessing of the perishing man came upon me,
and I caused the widow’s heart to sing for joy.

1414 I put on righteousness, and it clothed me;
my judgment was like a robe and a diadem.

1515 I was eyes for the blind,
and I was feet for the lame.

1616 I was a father to the poor,
and I searched out the case that I did not know.

1717 I broke the jaws of the wicked
and plucked the victim from his teeth.

1818 “Then I said, ‘I will die in my nest,
and I will multiply my days as the sand.

1919 My root was spread out by the waters,
and the dew lay all night upon my branch.

2020 My glory was fresh in me,
and my bow was renewed in my hand.’

2121 “Men listened to me and waited,
and kept silence for my counsel.

2222 After my words they did not speak again,
and my speech settled on them like dew.

2323 They waited for me as for the rain,
and they opened their mouth wide as for the spring

rain.
2424 If I mocked at them, they did not believe it,
and the light of my countenance they did not cast

down.
2525 I chose the way for them and sat as chief,
and lived as a king in the army,
as one who comforts mourners.

“But now those who are younger than I mock
me,

whose fathers I disdained to put with the dogs of
my flock.

22 Yes, how does the strength of their hands profit me?
Their vigor has perished.

33 For want and famine
they gnawed the parched land;
fleeing into the wilderness in former time, desolate

and waste.
44 Who pluck mallow by the bushes,
and juniper roots for their food.

55 They were driven out from among men;
they shout after them as after a thief.

66 They had to dwell in the rocky river beds,
in caves of the earth, and in the rocks.

77 Among the bushes they brayed;
under the nettles they were gathered together.

88 They were children of fools, yes, children of vile
men;

they were scourged from the earth.
99 “Now I am their taunting song;
yes, I am their byword.

1010 They abhor me, they flee far from me;
they do not hesitate to spit in my face.

1111 Because He has loosed my bowstring and afflicted
me,

they have cast off the bridle before me.
1212 At my right hand their brood arises;
they push away my feet,
and they raise against me their ways of destruction.

1313 They tear apart my path,
they promote my calamity;
they have no helper.

1414 They came upon me as a wide breach, with a crash
they came;

in the desolation they rolled themselves upon me.
1515 Terrors are turned on me;
they pursue my dignity like the wind,
and my help passes away as a cloud.

1616 “Now my soul is poured out within me;
the days of affliction have taken hold of me.

1717 My bones are pierced in me at night,
and my sinews have no rest.

1818 By the great force of my disease my garment is
changed;

it binds me about as the collar of my coat.
1919 He has cast me into the mire,
and I have become like dust and ashes.

2020 “I cry unto You, but You do not hear me;
I stand up, and You do not regard me.

2121 You have become cruel to me;
with Your strong hand You oppose me.

2222 You lift me up to the wind and cause me to ride on
it;

You dissolve my success.
2323 For I know that You will bring me to death,
and to the house appointed for all living.

2424 “Surely He will not stretch out His hand to the
grave,
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though they cry when He destroys it.
2525 Did I not weep for him who was in trouble?
Was not my soul grieved for the poor?

2626 When I looked for good, then evil disaster came up-
on me;

and when I waited for light, darkness came.
2727 My insides boiled and did not rest;
the days of affliction have met me.

2828 I went mourning without the sun;
I stood up, and I cried in the congregation.

2929 I am a brother of jackals
and a companion of owls.

3030 My skin is black upon me,
and my bones are burned with fever.

3131 My harp is turned to mourning,
and my flute to the voice of those who weep.

“I made a covenant with my eyes;
why then should I look upon a young woman?

22 For what portion of God is there from above?
And what inheritance of the Almighty from on high?

33 Does not destruction belong to the wicked,
and calamity to the workers of iniquity?

44 Does He not see my ways,
and count all my steps?

55 “If I have walked in vanity,
or if my foot has hurried after deceit,

66 let me be weighed in an even balance
that God may know my integrity.

77 If my step has turned out of the path,
and my heart has gone after my eyes,
and if any spot has clung to my hands,

88 then let me sow, but let another eat;
yes, let my offspring be rooted out.

99 “If my heart has been deceived by a woman,
or if I have laid wait at my neighbor’s door,

1010 then let my wife grind for another,
and let others bow down over her.

1111 For this is a heinous crime;
yes, it is an iniquity to be punished by the judges.

1212 For it is a fire that consumes to destruction
and would root out all my increase.

1313 “If I have despised the cause of my male or female
servant

when they complained against me,
1414 what then will I do when God rises up?
And when He visits, what will I answer Him?

1515 Did not He who made me in the womb make him?
And did not the same One fashion us in the womb?

1616 “If I have kept the poor from their desire,
or have caused the eyes of the widow to fail,

1717 or have eaten my morsel by myself,
so that the fatherless could not eat of it

1818 (but from my youth he was brought up with me, as
with a father,

and I have guided the widow from my mother’s
womb);

1919 if I have seen anyone perish for lack of clothing,
or any poor without covering;

2020 if his body has not blessed me,
and if he was not warmed with the fleece of my

sheep;
2121 if I have lifted up my hand against the fatherless,
when I saw I had help in the gate;

2222 then let my arm fall from my shoulder blade,
and my arm be broken from the bone.

2323 For destruction from God is a terror to me,
and because of His highness I cannot endure.

2424 “If I have made gold my hope,
or have said to the fine gold, ‘You are my confi-

dence’;
2525 if I rejoiced because my wealth was great,
and because my hand had gained much;

2626 if I saw the sun when it shined,
or the moon moving in brightness;

2727 and my heart has been secretly enticed,
or my mouth has kissed my hand;

2828 this also would be an iniquity to be punished by the
judge,

for I would have denied the God who is above.
2929 “If I rejoiced at the destruction of him who hated

me,
or lifted up myself when disaster found him

3030 (nor have I allowed my mouth to sin
by wishing for a curse on his soul);

3131 if the men of my tent have not said,
‘Who is there who has not been satisfied with his

meat?’
3232 (the stranger has not lodged in the street,
but I opened my doors to the traveler);

3333 if I covered my transgressions as any man,
by hiding my iniquity in my heart,

3434 did I fear a great multitude,
or did the contempt of families terrify me,
so that I kept silence, and did not go out of the

door?
3535 “Oh, that one would hear me!
Behold, my desire is that the Almighty would answer

me,
and that the One who contends against me had

written a book!
3636 Surely I would carry it on my shoulder
and bind it on me like a crown.

3737 I would declare to Him the number of my steps;
like a prince I would approach Him.

3838 “If my land cries out against me,
and its furrows also weep together;

3939 if I have eaten its fruit without money,
or have caused its owners to lose their life;

4040 let thistles grow instead of wheat,
and weeds instead of barley.”
The words of Job are ended.

Elihu Speaks: JobElihu Speaks: Job’’s Thrs Three Friends Rebukedee Friends Rebuked

So these three men ceased answering Job, be-
cause he was righteous in his own eyes. 22 Then

the wrath of Elihu the son of Barakel the Buzite, of the
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family of Ram, was aroused; his wrath was aroused
against Job because he justified himself rather than
God. 33 His wrath was aroused also against his three
friends because they had found no answer and yet
had condemned Job. 44 Now Elihu had waited until Job
had spoken because they were older than he. 55 When
Elihu saw that there was no answer in the mouth of
these three men, then his wrath was aroused.

66 Elihu the son of Barakel the Buzite answered:
“I am young,
and you are very old;

therefore I was afraid
and dared not show you my opinion.

77 I said, ‘Age should speak,
and multitude of years should teach wisdom.’

88 But there is a spirit in man,
and the breath of the Almighty gives him under-

standing.
99 Great men are not always wise,
nor do the aged always understand judgment.

1010 “Therefore I say,
‘Listen to me; I will also declare my opinion.’

1111 Indeed, I waited for your words;
I listened to your reasons,

while you searched out what to say.
1212 Yes, I paid attention to you;

and surely none of you convinced Job
or answered his words.

1313 Lest you say, ‘We have found wisdom’;
God willwill subdue him, not man.

1414 Now he has not directed his words against me,
so I will not answer him with your speeches.

1515 “They are amazed; they answer no more;
they cease speaking.

1616 And I have waited,
(for they did not speak, but stood still and answered

no more).
1717 I said, ‘I also will answer my part;
I too will show my opinion.’

1818 For I am full of words;
the spirit within me compels me.

1919 See, my belly is like wine that has no vent;
it is ready to burst like new wineskins.

2020 I will speak, that I may be refreshed;
I will open my lips and answer.

2121 Let me not, I pray, show partiality to anyone,
nor let me give flattering titles to man.

2222 For I do not know how to give flattering titles;
in so doing my Maker would soon take me away.

Elihu AddrElihu Addresses Jobesses Job

“Therefore, Job, I pray, hear my speeches,
and listen to all my words.

22 Behold, now I have opened my mouth;
my tongue has spoken in my mouth.

33 My words will be from the uprightness of my heart,
and my lips will utter knowledge clearly.

44 The Spirit of God has made me,

and the breath of the Almighty has given me life.
55 If you can answer me,
set your words in order before me; stand up.

66 Surely, I am before God like you;
I also am formed out of the clay.

77 Indeed, no dread of me will make you afraid,
nor will my hand be heavy upon you.

88 “Surely you have spoken in my hearing,
and I have heard the sound of your words, saying,

99 ‘I am clean, without transgression;
I am innocent, nor is there iniquity in me.

1010 Behold, He finds occasions against me,
He counts me for His enemy;

1111 He puts my feet in the stocks,
He watches all my paths.’

1212 “Look, in this you are not just.
I will answer you, that God is greater than man.

1313 Why do you strive against Him?
For He does not give an accounting for any of His

words.
1414 For God speaks once, yes twice,
yet man does not perceive it.

1515 In a dream, in a vision of the night,
when deep sleep falls upon men,
in slumber on their beds,

1616 then He opens the ears of men,
and seals their instruction,

1717 that He mightmight turn aside man from his purpose,
and conceal pride from man.

1818 He keeps back his soul from the pit,
and his life from perishing by the sword.

1919 “He is also chastened with pain on his bed,
and with strong pain in many of his bones,

2020 so that his life abhors bread,
and his soul dainty food.

2121 His flesh is consumed away that it cannot be seen,
and his bones that were not seen stick out.

2222 Yes, his soul draws near to the grave,
and his life to the executioners.

2323 “If there is a messenger for him,
an interpreter, one among a thousand,
to show to man what is right for him,

2424 then He is gracious to him, and says,
‘Deliver him from going down to the pit;
I have found a ransom.’

2525 His flesh will be fresher than a child’s;
he will return to the days of his youth;

2626 he will pray to God, and He will be favorable unto
him,

and he will see His face with joy,
for He will render unto man His righteousness.

2727 Then he looks at men and says,
‘I have sinned and perverted what was right,
and it did not profit me.’

2828 He will deliver his soul from going down to the pit,
and his life will see the light.

2929 “Behold, God works all these things,
twice, three times with man,
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3535

3030 to bring back his soul from the pit,
to be enlightened with the light of the living.

3131 “Pay attention, Job, listen to me;
hold your peace, and I will speak.

3232 If you have anything to say, answer me;
speak, for I desire to justify you.

3333 If not, listen to me; hold your peace,
and I will teach you wisdom.”

Elihu PrElihu Proclaims God’oclaims God’s Justices Justice

Furthermore Elihu answered and said:
22 “Hear my words, O you wise men;

and give ear unto me, you that have knowledge.
33 For the ear tests words,
as the mouth tastes food.

44 Let us choose justice for ourselves;
let us know among ourselves what is good.

55 “For Job has said, ‘I am righteous,
but God has taken away my judgment.

66 Should I lie concerning my right?
My wound is incurable, though I am without trans-

gression.’
77 What man is like Job,
who drinks scorn like water,

88 who goes in company with the workers of iniquity
and walks with wicked men?

99 For he has said, ‘It profits a man nothing
that he should delight himself in God.’

1010 “Therefore listen to me, you men of understanding:
Far be it from God that He should do wickedness,
and from the Almighty that He should commit iniq-

uity.
1111 He will repay a man for his work,
and cause every man to find what is according to his

ways.
1212 Yes, surely God will not do wickedly,
nor will the Almighty pervert judgment.

1313 Who has given Him charge over the earth?
Or who has set in order the whole world?

1414 If He sets His heart on man,
if He gathers unto Himself His Spirit and His breath,

1515 all flesh will perish together,
and man will turn again to dust.

1616 “If now you have understanding, hear this;
listen to the voice of my words:

1717 Should he who hates justice govern?
And will you condemn Him who is most just?

1818 Is it fitting to say to a king, ‘You are wicked’?
And to princes, ‘You are ungodly’?

1919 Yet He is not partial to princes,
nor does He regard the rich more than the poor.
For they all are the work of His hands.

2020 In a moment they will die,
and the people will be troubled at midnight and

pass away,
and the mighty will be taken away without a hand.

2121 “For His eyes are upon the ways of man,
and He sees all his goings.

2222 There is no darkness nor shadow of death
where the workers of iniquity may hide themselves.

2323 For He will not lay upon man more than right,
that he should enter into judgment with God.

2424 He will break in pieces mighty men without num-
ber,

and set others in their place.
2525 Therefore He knows their works,
and He overturns them in the night
so that they are destroyed.

2626 He strikes them as wicked men
in the open sight of others,

2727 because they turned back from Him
and would not consider any of His ways,

2828 so that they cause the cry of the poor to come unto
Him;

and He hears the cry of the afflicted.
2929 When He gives quietness, who then can make trou-

ble?
And when He hides His face, who then can behold

Him,
whether it is done against a nation or against a man

only?
3030 That the hypocrite should not reign,
lest the people be ensnared.

3131 “Should anyone say to God,
‘I have borne chastisement, I will offend no more;

3232 teach me what I do not see;
if I have done iniquity, I will do no more’?

3333 Should it be according to your mind?
He will repay it, whether you refuse or whether you

choose,
and not I; therefore speak what you know.

3434 “Let men of understanding say to me,
wise men who listen to me:

3535 ‘Job has spoken without knowledge,
and his words were without wisdom.’

3636 My desire is that Job may be tried unto the end,
because he answers like wicked men.

3737 For he adds rebellion unto his sin;
he claps his hands among us,
and multiplies his words against God.”

Elihu Condemns Self-RighteousnessElihu Condemns Self-Righteousness

Elihu spoke again and said:
22 “Do you think this is right,

that you say, ‘My righteousness is before God’?
33 For you said, ‘What advantage will it be to me?
What profit will I have if I am cleansed from my sin?’

44 “I will answer you,
and your companions with you.

55 Look unto the heavens and see,
and behold the clouds that are higher than you.

66 If you sin, what do you accomplish against Him?
Or if your transgressions are multiplied, what does it

do to Him?
77 If you are righteous, what does it give Him?
Or what does He receive from your hand?
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88 Your wickedness may hurt a man like you,
and your righteousness may profit a son of man.

99 “Because of the many oppressions they cry out;
they cry out because of the arm of the mighty.

1010 But none says, ‘Where is God my Maker,
who gives songs in the night,

1111 who teaches us more than the beasts of the earth,
and makes us wiser than the birds of heaven?’

1212 There they cry out, but He does not answer
because of the pride of evil men.

1313 Surely God will not hear vanity,
nor will the Almighty regard it.

1414 Although you say you do not see Him,
yet judgment is before Him,
and you mustmust trust in Him.

1515 But now, because He has not punished in His
anger,

nor taken much notice of folly,
1616 therefore Job opens his mouth in vain;
he multiplies words without knowledge.”

Elihu PrElihu Proclaims God’oclaims God’s Majestys Majesty

Elihu continued and said:
22 “Bear with me a little, and I will show you

that I have yet to speak on God’s behalf.
33 I will bring my knowledge from afar
and will ascribe righteousness to my Maker.

44 For truly my words will not be false;
He who is perfect in knowledge is with you.

55 “Behold, God is mighty and despises no one;
He is mighty in strength and wisdom.

66 He does not preserve the life of the wicked,
but gives justice to the poor.

77 He does not withdraw His eyes from the righteous;
but they are on the throne with kings,
for He establishes them forever, and they are exalt-

ed.
88 If they are bound in chains,
and held in cords of affliction,

99 then He shows them their work,
and their transgressions that they have exceeded;

1010 and He opens their ear to discipline,
and commands that they turn from iniquity.

1111 If they obey and serve Him,
they will spend their days in prosperity
and their years in pleasures.

1212 But if they do not obey,
they will perish by the sword,
and they will die without knowledge.

1313 “But the hypocrites in heart heap up wrath;
they do not cry out when He binds them.

1414 They die in youth,
and their life ends among the unclean.

1515 He delivers the poor in their affliction,
and opens their ears in oppression.

1616 “Even so He would have removed you out of dis-
tress

into a broad place where there is no restraint;

and that which was set on your table would be full
of richness.

1717 But you are filled with the judgment due the
wicked;

judgment and justice take hold of you.
1818 Because there is wrath, beware lest He take you

away with a blow;
even a great ransom cannot deliver you.

1919 Will He esteem your riches?
No, not gold, nor all the force of your strength.

2020 Do not desire the night,
when people are cut off in their place.

2121 Take heed! Do not turn to iniquity,
for you have chosen this rather than affliction.

2222 “Behold, God is exalted in His power;
who teaches like Him?

2323 Who has prescribed His way for Him?
Or who can say, ‘You have worked iniquity’?

2424 Remember to magnify His work,
which men behold.

2525 Every man may see it;
man may behold it from afar.

2626 Look, God is great, and we do not know Him,
nor can the number of His years be searched out.

2727 “For He draws up the drops of water;
they distill rain according to its mist,

2828 which the clouds drop down,
and drip upon man abundantly.

2929 Indeed, can anyone understand the spreading of
clouds,

or the noise of His tent?
3030 See, He spreads His light upon it
and covers the bottom of the sea.

3131 For by these He judges the people;
He gives food in abundance.

3232 With clouds He covers the light,
and commands it to strike the mark.

3333 Its thunder declares it,
the cattle also, concerning the rising storm.

“At this also my heart trembles
and moves out of its place.

22 Hear attentively the thunder of His voice,
and the sound that goes out of His mouth.

33 He lets it loose under the whole heaven,
and His lightning unto the ends of the earth.

44 After it a voice roars; He thunders with His majestic
voice,

and He does not restrain them when His voice is
heard.

55 God thunders marvelously with His voice;
He does great things that we cannot comprehend.

66 For He says to the snow, ‘Come on the earth,’
likewise to the gentle rain and to the heavy rain of

His strength.
77 He seals up the hand of every man,
that all men may know His work.

88 Then the beasts go into dens
and remain in their places.
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99 Out of the south comes the whirlwind,
and cold out of the north.

1010 By the breath of God frost is given,
and the broad waters are frozen.

1111 Also He loads the thick clouds with moisture;
He scatters His bright clouds,

1212 and they are turned about by His guidance,
that they may do whatever He commands them
upon the face of the inhabited earth.

1313 He causes it to come, whether for correction,
or for His land or for mercy.

1414 “Listen to this, Job; stand still
and consider the wondrous works of God.

1515 Do you know when God dispatches them
and causes the light of His cloud to shine?

1616 Do you know how the clouds are balanced,
the wondrous works of Him who is perfect in knowl-

edge?
1717 How your garments are warm,
when He quiets the earth by the south wind?

1818 Have you, with Him, spread out the sky,
which is strong and is like a molten mirror?

1919 “Teach us what we will say to Him,
for we cannot prepare our speech because of the

darkness.
2020 Will it be told Him that I speak?
If a man speaks, surely he will be swallowed up.

2121 Now men do not see the bright light
which is in the clouds,
but the wind passes and cleanses them.

2222 Fair weather comes out of the north;
with God is terrible majesty.

2323 Concerning the Almighty, we cannot find Him out;
He is excellent in power, and in judgment,
and in much righteousness He will not oppress.

2424 Men therefore fear Him;
He shows no partiality to those who are wise in

heart.”

TheThe LLORDORD Speaks to JobSpeaks to Job

Then the LORD answered Job out of the whirl-
wind and said:

22 “Who is this who darkens counsel
by words without knowledge?

33 Prepare yourself like a man;
for I will question you,
and you shall answer Me.

44 “Where were you when I laid the foundations of the
earth?

Declare, if you have understanding.
55 Who has determined its measurements, if you

know?
Or who has stretched the line upon it?

66 To what are its foundations fastened?
Or who laid its cornerstone

77 when the morning stars sang together,
and all the sons of God shouted for joy?

88 “Or who shut up the sea with doors

when it broke forth and went out of the womb?
99 When I made the cloud its garment,
and thick darkness its swaddling band,

1010 and broke up for it My decreed place,
and set bars and doors,

1111 and said, ‘This far you will come but no farther,
and here your proud waves will be stopped’?

1212 “Have you commanded the morning in your days,
and caused the dawn to know its place,

1313 that it might take hold of the ends of the earth,
that the wicked might be shaken out of it?

1414 It is turned like clay by the seal,
and it stands out as a garment.

1515 From the wicked their light is withheld,
and the high arm will be broken.

1616 “Have you entered into the springs of the sea?
Or have you walked in search of the depths?

1717 Have the gates of death been opened to you?
Or have you seen the doors of the shadow of death?

1818 Have you perceived the breadth of the earth?
Declare, if you know it all.

1919 “Where is the path where light dwells?
And as for darkness, where is its place,

2020 that you should take it to its boundary,
and that you should know the paths to its house?

2121 Do you know it because you were born then,
or because the number of your days is many?

2222 “Have you entered the treasuries of the snow?
Or have you seen the treasures of the hail,

2323 which I have reserved against the time of trouble,
against the day of battle and war?

2424 By what way is the light diffused,
or the east wind scattered upon the earth?

2525 Who has divided a channel for the overflowing wa-
ters,

or a path for the thunderbolt,
2626 to cause it to rain on the earth where no man is,
on the wilderness in which there are no people,

2727 to satisfy the desolate waste,
and to cause the bud of the tender herb to spring

forth?
2828 Does the rain have a father?
Or who has produced the drops of dew?

2929 From whose womb came the ice?
And the frost of heaven, who gives it birth?

3030 The waters harden like stone,
and the surface of the deep is frozen.

3131 “Can you tie the cords to the Pleiades
or loosen the belt of Orion?

3232 Can you bring out the constellation in its season?
Or can you guide the Bear with its cubs?

3333 Do you know the ordinances of heaven?
Can you set their dominion over the earth?

3434 “Can you lift up your voice to the clouds,
that abundance of waters may cover you?

3535 Can you send lightning that they may go forth,
and say to you, ‘Here we are’?

3636 Who has put wisdom in the inward parts,
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or who has given understanding to the heart? ††
3737 Who can number the clouds by wisdom?
Or who cancan empty out the bottles of heaven,

3838 when the dust turns into hard clumps
and the clods stick together?

3939 “Will you hunt the prey for the lion?
Or fill the appetite of the young lions,

4040 when they crouch in their dens
and lie in the thicket to wait in ambush?

4141 Who provides for the raven his food
when his young ones cry unto God,
and they wander about for lack of food?

“Do you know the time when the wild mountain
goats produce offspring?

Or can you observe when the deer gives birth?
22 Can you number the months that they fulfill,
or do you know the time when they bring forth?

33 They bow themselves, they bring forth their young
ones,

they get rid of their labor pains.
44 Their young ones are healthy, they grow strong with

grain;
they go forth and do not return to them.

55 “Who has sent out the wild donkey free?
Or who has loosed the bands of the wild donkey,

66 whose home I have made the wilderness,
and the barren land his dwelling?

77 He scorns the multitude in the city
and does not regard the shouts of the driver.

88 The range of the mountains is his pasture,
and he searches after every green thing.

99 “Will the wild ox be willing to serve you
or spend the night by your manger?

1010 Can you bind the wild ox in the furrow with ropes?
Or will he plow the valleys behind you?

1111 Will you trust him because his strength is great?
Or will you leave your labor to him?

1212 Will you trust him to bring home your grain
and gather it into your barn?

1313 “Did you give the beautiful wings to the peacocks?
Or wings and feathers to the ostrich,

1414 who leaves her eggs in the earth,
and warms them in dust,

1515 and forgets that a foot may crush them,
or that the wild beast may break them?

1616 She is hardened against her young ones,
as though they were not hers;
her labor is in vain, without concern,

1717 because God has deprived her of wisdom,
nor has He imparted understanding to her.

1818 When she lifts up herself on high,
she scorns the horse and his rider.

1919 “Have you given the horse strength?
Have you clothed his neck with thunder?

2020 Can you make him afraid like a grasshopper?
The glory of his nostrils is awesome.

2121 He paws in the valley and rejoices in his strength;
† The Heb. may refer to celestial bodies.

he goes on to meet the armed men.
2222 He mocks at fear and is not frightened,
nor does he turn back from the sword.

2323 The quiver rattles against him,
the glittering spear and the shield.

2424 He devours the distance with fierceness and rage,
and he does not stand still at the sound of the trum-

pet.
2525 At the sound of the trumpet he says, ‘Aha’;
he smells the battle afar off,
the thunder of the captains, and the shouting.

2626 “Does the hawk fly by your wisdom,
and stretch her wings toward the south?

2727 Does the eagle mount up at your command
and make her nest on high?

2828 She dwells and remains on the rock,
upon the crag of the rock, and the strong place.

2929 From there she seeks the prey,
and her eyes see it from afar.

3030 Her young ones also suck up blood,
and where the slain are, there she is.”

Moreover, the LORD answered Job and said:
22 “Will he who argues with the Almighty in-

struct Him?
He who rebukes God, let him answer it.”

Job Replies to theJob Replies to the LLORDORD
33 Then Job answered the LORD and said:

44 “Behold, I am vile; what shall I answer You?
I will lay my hand over my mouth.

55 Once have I spoken, but I will not answer;
yes, twice, but I will proceed no further.”

TheThe LLORDORD Challenges JobChallenges Job
66 Then the LORD answered Job out of the whirlwind

and said:
77 “Prepare yourself now like a man;
I will question you,
and you will answer Me.

88 “Will you indeed annul My judgment?
Will you condemn Me, that you may be righteous?

99 Have you an arm like God?
Or can you thunder with a voice like Him?

1010 Adorn yourself now with majesty and excellence,
and array yourself with glory and beauty.

1111 Let loose the rage of your wrath,
and look on every one who is proud and abase him;

1212 look on every one who is proud and bring him low,
and tread down the wicked in their place.

1313 Hide them in the dust together,
and imprison them in the hidden place of the grave.

1414 Then I will also confess to you
that your own right hand can save you.

1515 “Look now at the behemoth
which I made along with you;
he eats grass like an ox.

1616 See now his strength is in his hips,
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and his power is in the muscles of his belly.
1717 He moves his tail like a cedar;
the sinews of his thighs are wrapped together.

1818 His bones are like strong pieces of brass;
his bones are like bars of iron.

1919 He is the first of the works of God;
He who made him can bring near His sword.

2020 Surely the mountains bring forth food for him,
where all the beasts of the field play.

2121 He lies under the shady trees,
in the thicket of the reed and marsh.

2222 The shady trees cover him with their shadow;
the willows of the brook surround him.

2323 Look, the river rages, but he is not alarmed;
he trusts that he can draw up the Jordan into his

mouth.
2424 Can anyone catch it by its eyes,
or pierce its nose with a snare?

“Can you draw out Leviathan with a hook ††

or snare his tongue with a line which you let
down?

22 Can you put a cord into his nose,
or pierce his jaw with a hook?

33 Will he make many supplications to you?
Will he speak soft words to you?

44 Will he make a covenant with you?
Will you take him for a servant forever?

55 Will you play with him as with a bird?
Or will you put him on a leash for your maidens?

66 Will your companions make a banquet of him?
Will they divide him among the merchants?

77 Can you fill his skin with harpoons
or his head with fishing spears?

88 Lay your hand on him;
remember the battle—you will do it no more.

99 Notice, any hope of overcoming him is in vain;
shall not one be overwhelmed at the sight of him?

1010 No one is so fierce that he dares to stir him up.
Who then is able to stand before Me?

1111 Who has preceded Me that I should repay him?
Everything under heaven is Mine.

1212 “I will not conceal his limbs,
nor his power, nor his graceful proportions.

1313 Who can remove his outer garment?
Or who can approach him with a double bridle?

1414 Who can open the jaws of his face?
His teeth are terrible all around.

1515 His scales are his pride,
shut up tightly as with a seal.

1616 One is so near to another
that no air can come between them.

1717 They are joined to each other;
they stick together that they cannot be separated.

1818 His sneezing flashes forth light,
and his eyes are like the eyelids of the morning.

1919 Out of his mouth go burning lights,
and sparks of fire leap out.

† Heb. text 40:25

2020 Out of his nostrils goes smoke
as out of a seething pot or cauldron.

2121 His breath kindles coals,
and a flame goes out of his mouth.

2222 In his neck remains strength,
and sorrow is turned into joy before him.

2323 The folds of his flesh are joined together;
they are firm on him; they cannot be moved.

2424 His heart is as firm as a stone,
yes, as hard as a piece of the lower millstone.

2525 When he raises up himself even the gods are
afraid;

because of his crashings they are beside them-
selves.

2626 The sword that reaches him cannot avail,
nor does the spear, the arrow, or the javelin.

2727 He counts iron as straw,
and brass as rotten wood.

2828 The arrow cannot make him flee;
sling stones are turned into stubble by him.

2929 Arrows are counted as straw;
he laughs at the shaking of a spear.

3030 Sharp stones are his underside;
he leaves a mark in the mire like a sharp threshing

sledge.
3131 He makes the deep to boil like a pot;
he makes the sea like a pot of ointment.

3232 He leaves a shining wake behind him;
one would think the deep had white hair.

3333 On earth there is nothing like him,
a creature made without fear.

3434 He beholds all high things;
he is a king over all the children of pride.”

JobJob’’s Repentances Repentance

Then Job answered the LORD and said:
22 “I know that You can do everything,

and that no thought can be withheld from You.
33 ‘Who is he who hides counsel without knowledge?’
Therefore I have uttered what I did not understand,
things too wonderful for me which I did not know.

44 “‘Hear, please, and I will speak;
I will question you,
and you declare to Me.’

55 I have heard of You by the hearing of the ear,
but now my eye sees You.

66 Therefore I abhor myself
and repent in dust and ashes.”

EpilogueEpilogue
77 And so it was, that after the LORD had spoken

these words to Job, the LORD said to Eliphaz the Te-
manite, “My wrath is kindled against you and against
your two friends, for you have not spoken of Me what
is right as My servant Job has. 88 And now, take for
yourselves seven bulls and seven rams, and go to My
servant Job, and offer up for yourselves a burnt offer-
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ing; and My servant Job will pray for you. For him I will
accept, lest I deal with you according to your folly, in
that you have not spoken of Me the thing which is
right like My servant Job.” 99 So Eliphaz the Temanite,
and Bildad the Shuhite, and Zophar the Naamathite
went and did as the LORD had commanded them; the
LORD also accepted Job.

1010 And the LORD restored the fortunes of Job when
he prayed for his friends, and also the LORD gave Job
twice as much as he had before. 1111 Then all of his
brothers, and all his sisters, and all of those who had
been of acquaintance before came to Job, and they ate
bread with him in his house, and they consoled him
and comforted him for all the adversity that the LORD

had brought upon him. Every man also gave him a
piece of money and an earring of gold.

1212 So the LORD blessed the latter days of Job more
than his beginning, for he had fourteen thousand
sheep, and six thousand camels, and a thousand yoke
of oxen, and a thousand female donkeys. 1313 He had al-
so seven sons and three daughters. 1414 He called the
name of the first Jemimah; and the name of the sec-
ond Keziah; and the name of the third Keren-Happuch.
1515 In all the land, there were no women as beautiful as
the daughters of Job, and their father gave them an in-
heritance along with their brothers.

1616 After this, Job lived a hundred and forty years, and
saw his sons, and their sons to the fourth generation.
1717 So Job died, being old and full of days.
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PSALMSPSALMS
Some of the most beautiful poetry ever written is found in the book of Psalms. No wonder believers through-
out the ages have turned to this powerful collection of inspired writings for wisdom, understanding, and espe-
cially comfort. The Psalms were written over a span of many centuries, with the earliest (Psalm 90) by Moses
and the latest (probably Psalm 137) during the time of captivity in Babylon. They were compiled into their pre-
sent form by Jewish scribes shortly after the captivity ended in about 537 BC. Many authors contributed to
these timeless and inspired writings. King David is associated with 73 of them; other writers include Asaph,
Solomon, Moses, and the sons of Korah. Originally these 150 poems were meant to be sung, accompanied by
musical instruments, to specific melodies. In addition to being tributes of praise to God, these poems are root-
ed in mankind’s struggles, fears, and deep concerns. They are deeply thoughtful and honest prayers express-
ing the joys and pains of life. To pray the Psalms is to touch the heart of God in a deep and meaningful way.

BOOK ONEBOOK ONE

Psalms 1–41Psalms 1–41

Blessed is the man
who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly,

nor stands in the path of sinners,
nor sits in the seat of scoffers;

22 but his delight is in the law of the LORD ,
and in His law he meditates day and night.

33 He will be like a tree planted by the rivers of water,
that brings forth its fruit in its season;

its leaf will not wither,
and whatever he does will prosper.

44 The ungodly are not so,
but are like the chaff
which the wind drives away.

55 Therefore the ungodly will not stand in the judg-
ment,

nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous.
66 For the LORD knows the way of the righteous,
but the way of the ungodly will perish.

Why do the nations rage,
and the peoples plot in vain?

22 The kings of the earth set themselves,
and the rulers take counsel together,

against the LORD
and against His anointed, saying,

33 “Let us tear off their bonds
and cast away their ropes from us.”

44 He who sits in the heavens laughs;
the LORD ridicules them.

55 Then He will speak to them in His wrath
and terrify them in His burning anger:

66 “I have installed My king
on Zion, My holy hill.”

77 I will declare the decree of the LORD :

He said to me, “You are My son;
this day have I begotten you.

88 Ask of Me,
and I will give you the nations for your inheritance,
and the ends of the earth for your possession.

99 You will break them with a scepter of iron;
you will dash them in pieces like a potter’s vessel.”

1010 Now then, you kings, be wise;
be admonished, you judges of the earth.

1111 Serve the LORD with fear;
tremble with trepidation!

1212 Kiss the son, lest He become angry,
and you perish in the way,

for His wrath kindles in a flash.
Blessed are all who seek refuge in Him.

A Psalm of David, when he fled from Absalom his son.
LORD , how my foes have multiplied!
Many rise up against me!

22 Many are saying about my life,
“There is no help for him in God.” Selah ††

33 But You, O LORD , are a shield for me,
my glory and the One who raises up my head.

44 I cried to the LORD with my voice,
and He answered me from His holy hill. Selah

55 I lay down and slept;
I awoke, for the LORD sustained me.

66 I will not be afraid of multitudes of people
who have set themselves against me all around.

77 Arise, O LORD ;
save me, O my God!

For You have struck all my enemies on the cheek;
You have broken the teeth of the wicked.

88 Salvation belongs to the LORD .
Your blessing is on Your people. Selah

For the Music Director. With stringed instruments. A
Psalm of David.

† Musical term for a pause or change in the music.
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55

66

77

Hear me when I call,
O God of my righteousness!

You have given me relief when I was in distress;
have mercy on me, and hear my prayer.

22 O people, how long will you turn my glory into
shame?

How long will you love vanity and seek after lies? Se-
lah

33 Know that the LORD set apart the faithful for Him-
self;

the LORD hears when I call to Him.
44 Tremble in awein awe , and do not sin.
Commune with your own heart on your bed,
and be still. Selah

55 Offer sacrifices of righteousness,
and trust in the LORD .

66 Many are saying, “Who will show us any good?”
Lift up the light of Your face over us.

77 You have placed gladness in my heart
that is better than when their corn and their new

wine abound.
88 I will both lie down in peace and sleep;
for You, LORD ,
make me dwell safely and securely.
For the Music Director. With the flutes. A Psalm of

David.
Give ear to my words, O LORD ;

consider my meditation.
22 Listen to the voice of my cry,
my King and my God,
for to You will I pray.

33 O LORD , in the morning You will hear my voice;
in the morning I will direct my prayer to You,
and I will watch expectantly.

44 For You are not a God who has pleasure in wicked-
ness,

nor will evil dwell with You.
55 Those who boast will not stand in Your sight;
You hate all workers of iniquity.

66 You will destroy those who speak lies;
the LORD abhors
the bloodthirsty and deceitful man.

77 But as for me, in the abundance of Your mercy
I will enter Your house;

in fear of You I will worship
at Your holy temple.

88 Lead me, O LORD , in Your righteousness
because of my enemies;
make Your way straight before me.

99 For there is no uprightness in their mouth;
destruction is in their midst;

their throat is an open tomb;
they flatter with their tongue.

1010 Declare them guilty, O God;
may they fall by their own counsels;

cast them out in the multitude of their transgres-
sions,

for they have rebelled against You.
1111 But may all those who seek refuge in You rejoice;
may they ever shout for joy,

because You defend them;
may those who love Your name be joyful in You.

1212 For You, LORD , will bless the righteous;
You surround him with favor like a shield.

For the Music Director. With stringed instruments. Ac-
cording to The Sheminith. A Psalm of David.

O LORD , do not rebuke me in Your anger,
nor discipline me in the heat of Your anger.

22 Be gracious to me, O LORD , for I am weak;
O LORD , heal me, for my bones are terrified.

33 My soul is greatly troubled,
but You, O LORD , how long?

44 Return, O LORD , rescue my soul.
Save me for the sake of Your lovingkindness.

55 For in death there is no remembrance of You;
in Sheol who will give You thanks?

66 I am weary with my groaning;
all night I flood my bed with weepingwith weeping ;
I drench my couch with my tears.

77 My eye wastes away from grief;
it grows weak because of all those hostile to me.

88 Depart from me, all you workers of iniquity;
for the LORD has heard the voice of my weeping.

99 The LORD has heard my supplication;
the LORD accepts my prayer.

1010 May all my enemies be ashamed and greatly terri-
fied;

may they turn back and be suddenly ashamed.
A Shiggaion of David, which he sang to the LORD con-

cerning the words of Cush, a Benjamite.
O LORD my God, in You I put my trust;

save me from all those who persecute me, and
deliver me,

22 lest they tear my soul like a lion,
rending it in pieces, while there is none to deliver.

33 O LORD my God, if I have done this,
if there is iniquity in the palms of my hands,

44 if I have repaid evil to him who was at peace with
me,

or have delivered my adversary without cause,
55 then may the enemy pursue my life and overtake

me;
may my enemy trample my life to the ground,
and lay my honor in the dust. Selah

66 Arise, O LORD , in Your anger;
rise up because of the rage of my adversaries,
and awaken Yourself for me; You have commanded

justice.
77 The congregation of the peoples surround You;
return above it to heaven’s heights.
88 The LORD will judge the peoples;

grant me justice, O LORD , according to my right-
eousness,
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99

1010

and according to my integrity within me.
99 May the evil of the wicked come to an end;
may You vindicate the righteous one;

You are a righteous God who examines the minds
and hearts.

1010 My defense depends on God,
who saves the upright in heart.

1111 God is a righteous judge,
and God has indignation every day.

1212 If one does not repent,
God will sharpen His sword;
He has bent His bow and made it ready.

1313 He has prepared for Himself deadly weapons;
He makes His arrows flaming shafts.

1414 The wicked man writhes in pain of iniquity;
he has conceived mischief and brought forth false-

hood.
1515 He who digs a hole and hollows it
will then fall into his own pit.

1616 His mischief will return on his own head;
his violence will descend on the crown of his own

head.
1717 I will thank the LORD according to His righteous-

ness,
and will sing praise to the name of the LORD Most

High.
For the Music Director. According to The Gittith. A

Psalm of David.
O LORD , our Lord,

how excellent is Your name in all the earth!
You have set Your glory
above the heavens.

22 Out of the mouth of babes and nursing infants
You have ordained strength

because of Your enemies,
to silence the enemy and the avenger.

33 When I consider Your heavens,
the work of Your fingers,

the moon and the stars,
which You have established,

44 what is man that You are mindful of him,
and the son of man that You attend to him?

55 For You have made him a little lower than the an-
gels,

and crowned him with glory and honor.
66 You have given him dominion over the works of

Your hands;
You have put all things under his feet,

77 all sheep and oxen,
and also the beasts of the field,

88 the birds of the air,
and the fish of the sea,
and whatever travels the paths of the seas.

99 O LORD , our Lord,
how excellent is Your name in all the earth!

For the Music Director. To the melody of “The Death of
the Son.” A Psalm of David.

I will give thanks to You, O LORD , with my whole
heart;

I will declare all Your marvelous works.
22 I will be glad and rejoice in You;
I will sing praise to Your name, O Most High.

33 When my enemies are turned back,
they will stumble and perish at Your presence.

44 For You have maintained my right and my cause;
You sat on the throne judging what is right.

55 You have rebuked the nations,
You have destroyed the wicked,
You have wiped out their name forever and ever.

66 O you enemy, destructions have come to you for a
perpetual end.

You have destroyed cities;
their memory perished with them.

77 But the LORD remains forever;
He has established His throne for judgment.

88 He will judge the world in righteousness;
He will give judgment to the peoples in uprightness.

99 The LORD also will be a refuge for the oppressed,
a refuge in times of trouble.

1010 Those who know Your name will put their trust in
You,

for You, LORD , have not forsaken those who seek
You.

1111 Sing praises to the LORD who dwells in Zion;
declare His deeds among the people.

1212 He who avenges deaths remembers them;
He does not forget the cry of the humble.

1313 Be gracious to me, O LORD ; consider my trouble
from those who hate me,

O You who lifts me up from the gates of death,
1414 that I may recount all Your praise
in the gates of the daughter of Zion,
that I may rejoice in Your salvation.

1515 The nations have sunk down in the pit that they
made;

their own foot is caught in the net which they hid.
1616 The LORD is known by the judgment that He exe-

cutes;
the wicked one is snared in the work of his own

hands. Meditation. Selah
1717 The wicked will be turned to Sheol,
and all the nations that forget God.

1818 For the needy will not always be forgotten,
nor will the hope of the poor perish forever.

1919 Arise, O LORD , may mortals not prevail;
let the nations be judged in Your sight.

2020 Put them in fear, O LORD ,
that the nations themselves may know they are

mortals. Selah
Why do You stand far off, O LORD ?

Why do You hide Yourself in times of trouble?
22 In arrogance the wicked persecutes the poor;
let them be caught in the devices they have

planned.
33 For the wicked boasts of his soul’s desire;
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1111

1212

1313

1414

he blesses the greedy and despises the LORD .
44 The wicked, through the pride of his countenance,

will not seek GodGod ;
God is not in all his thoughts.

55 His ways are always prosperous;
Your judgments are high and distant from him;
as for all his enemies, they scoff at him.

66 He says in his heart, “I shall not be moved;
for generations I shall not meet adversity.”

77 His mouth is filled with cursing and deceit and op-
pression;

under his tongue is mischief and iniquity.
88 He sits in the lurking places of the villages;
in the secret places he murders the innocent;
his eyes lurk against the unfortunate.

99 He lies in wait secretly as a lion in his den;
he lies in wait to catch the poor;
he catches the poor, drawing them into his net.

1010 He crouches; he lies low,
so that the unfortunate fall by his strength.

1111 He says in his heart, “God has forgotten;
He hides His face; He will never see it.”

1212 Arise, O LORD ! O God, lift up Your hand!
Do not forget the humble.

1313 Why do the wicked despise God?
He says in his heart,
“You will require an account.”

1414 You have seen it, for You observe trouble and grief,
to repay it with Your hand.

The unfortunate one entrusts it to You;
You are the helper of the orphan.

1515 Break the arm of the wicked and the evil man;
seek out his wickedness
until You find none.

1616 The LORD is King forever and ever;
the nations perished from His land.

1717 The desire of the humble You have heard, O LORD ;
You make their heart attentive; You bend Your ear

1818 to judge the orphan and the oppressed;
man on earth no longer trembles.

For the Music Director. A Psalm of David.
In the LORD I seek refuge;

how do you say to my soul,
“Flee as a bird to your mountain,

22 for the wicked bend their bow;
they make ready their arrow on the string,

that they may treacherously shoot
the upright in heart.

33 If the foundations are broken,
what can the righteous do?”

44 The LORD is in His holy temple,
His throne is in heaven;

His eyes see,
His eyes examine mankind.

55 The LORD tests the righteous,
but the wicked and one who loves violence
His soul hates.

66 Upon the wicked He will rain
coals of fire and brimstone and a burning wind;
this will be the portion of their cup.

77 For the righteous LORD
loves righteousness;
His countenance beholds the upright.

For the Music Director. According to The Sheminith. A
Psalm of David.

Help, LORD , for the godly man comes to an
end,

for the faithful disappear from sons of men.
22 They speak empty words, each with his own neigh-

bor;
they speak with flattering lips and a double heart.

33 The LORD will cut off all flattering lips,
and the tongue that speaks proud things,

44 who have said, “With our tongue will we prevail;
our lips are in our control, who is master over us?”

55 “Because the poor are plundered,
because the needy sigh,

now I will arise,” says the LORD ;
“I will place him in the safety for which he yearns.”

66 The words of the LORD are pure words;
they are silver tried in an earthen furnace
refined seven times.

77 You will keep them, O LORD ;
You will preserve them from this generation.

88 The wicked walk on every side,
when the worthless of mankind are exalted.

For the Music Director. A Psalm of David.
How long, O LORD ? Will You forget me for

good?
How long will you hide Your face from me?

22 How long will I harbor cares in my soul
and sorrow in my heart by day?
How long will my enemy loom over me?

33 Take note and answer me, O LORD my God!
Brighten my eyes, lest I sleep the sleep of death,

44 lest my enemy say, “I have him,”
lest my foes exult when I stumble.

55 I for my part confide in Your kindness;
may my heart exult in Your salvation!

66 I will sing to the LORD ,
because He has dealt bountifully with me.

Ps 53:1–6

For the Music Director. A Psalm of David.
The fool has said in his heart,

“There is no God.”
They are corrupt, they do abominable deeds,
there is none who does good.

22 The LORD looks down from heaven
on the children of men,

to see if there are any who understand,
who seek God.

33 They all turn aside,
together they become corrupt;
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1515

1616

1717

1818

there is none who does good,
not even one.

44 Have all the workers of iniquity no knowledge,
who eat my people as they eat bread,
but do not call on the LORD ?

55 There they were in great fear,
for God is with the generation of the righteous.

66 You shame the counsel of the poor,
but the LORD is his refuge.

77 Oh, that the salvation of Israel would come from
Zion!

When the LORD turns back the captivity of His peo-
ple,

Jacob will rejoice, and Israel will be glad.
A Psalm of David.

LORD , who will abide in Your tabernacle?
Who will dwell in Your holy hill?

22 He who walks uprightly,
and does righteousness,

and speaks truth in his heart;
33 he who does not slander with the tongue
and does no evil to his neighbor,
nor bears a reproach against his friend;

44 in whose eyes a vile person is despised,
but who honors those who fear the LORD ;

he who swears to avoid evil
and does not change;
55 he who does not put his money out to usury,
nor take a bribe against the innocent.

He who does these things
will never be moved.

A Miktam of David.
Preserve me, O God,

for in You I take refuge.
22 I have said to the LORD , “You are my Lord;
my welfare has no existence outside of You.”

33 For the holy ones who are in the land,
they are the majestic ones; in them is all my delight.

44 Those who chase after other godsgods ,
their sorrows will be multiplied;

their drink offerings of blood I will not offer,
nor lift their names on my lips.

55 The LORD is the portion of my inheritance and of
my cup;

You support my lot.
66 The lines have fallen for me in pleasant places;
yes, an inheritance is beautiful for me.

77 I will bless the LORD who has given me counsel;
my affections also instruct me in the night seasons.

88 I have set the LORD always before me;
because He is at my right hand,
I will not be moved.

99 Therefore my heart is glad, and my glory rejoices;
my flesh also will rest in security.

1010 For You will not leave my soul in Sheol,
nor will You suffer Your godly one to see corruption.

1111 You will make known to me the path of life;
in Your presence is fullness of joy;
at Your right hand there are pleasures for evermore.

A Prayer of David.
Hear a just cause, O LORD ,

attend to my cry;
give ear to my prayer
that is not spoken from deceitful lips.

22 May my sentence go out from Your presence;
may Your eyes see rightly.

33 You have examined my heart; You have visited me in
the night;

You have tried me and found nothing;
I have purposed that my mouth will not transgress.

44 Concerning the works of men,
by the word of Your lips

I have avoided
the paths of the violent,

55 placing my steps in Your paths,
that my footsteps do not slip.

66 I called on You, for You will answer me, O God;
incline Your ear to me, and hear my speech.

77 Show marvelously Your lovingkindness,
O Deliverer of those who seek refuge
by Your right hand from those who arise in opposi-

tion.
88 Keep me as the apple of Your eye;
hide me under the shadow of Your wings,

99 from the wicked who bring ruin to me,
from my deadly enemies who surround me.

1010 They close their hard hearts;
with their mouth they speak proudly.

1111 They have now encircled us in our steps;
they have set their eyes to bend down to the earth;

1212 it is like a lion that is anxious to rip its prey,
and as a young lion lurking in secrecy.

1313 Arise, O LORD ! Confront him, cast him down!
Deliver my soul from the wicked by Your sword,

1414 from men by Your hand, O LORD ,
from men of the world whose portion is in this life.

You fill their belly with Your treasure;
they are satisfied with children,
and they leave their abundance to their infants.

1515 As for me, I will see Your face in righteousness;
I will be satisfied when I awake with Your likeness.

2Sa 22:1–51

For the Music Director. A Psalm of David the servant of
the LORD . He spoke to the LORD the words of this

song on the day that the LORD delivered him from the
hand of all his enemies, and from the hand of Saul. He

said:
I love You, O LORD , my strength.
22 The LORD is my pillar, and my fortress, and my

deliverer;
my God, my rock, in whom I take refuge;
my shield, and the horn of my salvation, my high

tower.
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33 I will call on the LORD , who is worthy to be praised,
and I will be saved from my enemies.

44 The cords of death encircled me,
and the torrents of destruction terrified me.

55 The cords of Sheol surrounded me;
the snares of death confronted me.

66 In my distress I called on the LORD ,
and cried for help to my God;

He heard my voice from His temple,
and my cry for help came before Him to His ears.

77 Then the earth shook and quaked;
the foundations of the hills also moved;
they reeled because His anger burned.

88 Smoke went up out of His nostrils,
and fire from His mouth devoured;
coals were kindled by it.

99 He bent the heavens and came down,
and darkness was under His feet.

1010 He rode on a cherub, and flew;
He flew swiftly on the wings of the wind.

1111 He made darkness His secret place;
His pavilion was surrounding Him,
dark waters and thick clouds of the skies.

1212 At the brightness before Him His thick clouds
passed by,

hailstones and coals of fire.
1313 The LORD also thundered in the heavens,
and the Most High gave His voice,
hailstones and coals of fire.

1414 He sent out His arrows and scattered them,
and He shot out lightning and distressed them.

1515 Then the channels of waters appeared,
and the foundations of the world were discovered

at Your rebuke, O LORD ,
at the blast of the breath of Your nostrils.

1616 He sent from above, He took me;
He drew me out of many waters.

1717 He delivered me from my strong enemy,
and from those who hated me,
for they were too strong for me.

1818 They confronted me in the day of my calamity,
but the LORD was my support.

1919 He also brought me forth into a large place;
He delivered me because He delighted in me.

2020 The LORD rewarded me according to my righteous-
ness;

according to the cleanness of my hands He has re-
paid me.

2121 For I have kept the ways of the LORD ,
and have not wickedly departed from my God.

2222 For all His judgments were before me,
and I did not put away His statutes from me.

2323 I was also upright before Him,
and I kept myself from my iniquity.

2424 Therefore the LORD has repaid me according to my
righteousness,

according to the cleanness of my hands in His view.
2525 With the merciful You will show Yourself merciful;

with the blameless man You will show Yourself
blameless;

2626 with the pure You will show Yourself pure;
and with the crooked You will show Yourself

crooked.
2727 For You will save the afflicted people,
but will bring down prideful eyes.

2828 For You will cause my lamp to shine;
the LORD my God will enlighten my darkness.

2929 For by You I can run through a troop,
and by my God I can leap a wall.

3030 As for God, His way has integrity;
the word of the LORD is proven;

He is a shield
to all those who take refuge in Him.

3131 For who is God except the LORD ?
Or who is a rock besides our God?

3232 It is God who clothes me with strength,
and gives my way integrity.

3333 He makes my feet like the feet of a deer,
and causes me to stand on my high places.

3434 He trains my hands for war,
so that my arms bend a bow of bronze.

3535 You have given me the shield of Your salvation,
and Your right hand has held me up,
and Your gentleness has made me great.

3636 You have lengthened my stride under me,
so that my feet did not slip.

3737 I pursued my enemies and overtook them;
I did not return until they were destroyed.

3838 I wounded them, and they were not able to rise;
they are fallen under my feet.

3939 For You clothed me with strength for the battle;
You subdued under me those who rose up against

me.
4040 You gave me the necks of my enemies,
and I destroyed those who hate me.

4141 They cried for help, but there was none to save
them;

even to the LORD , but He did not answer them.
4242 Then I beat them small as the dust before the wind;
I cast them out as the dirt in the streets.

4343 You have delivered me from the hostilities of the
people,

and You have made me the head of nations;
a people whom I have not known serve me.

4444 At hearing a report, they obey me;
foreigners come cringing to me.

4545 Foreigners fade away,
and come quaking out of their prisons.

4646 The LORD lives! And blessed be my Rock!
May the God of my salvation be exalted.

4747 It is God who avenges me
and subdues the people under me;
4848 He delivers me from my enemies.

You lift me up above those who rise up against me;
You have delivered me from the violent man.
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1919

2020

2121

2222

4949 Therefore I will give thanks to You, O LORD ,
among the nations,

and sing praises to Your name.
5050 He gives great deliverance to His king,
and shows lovingkindness to His anointed,
to David and to his descendants for evermore.

For the Music Director. A Psalm of David.
The heavens declare the glory of God,

and the firmament shows His handiwork.
22 Day unto day utters speech,
and night unto night declares knowledge.

33 There is no speech and there are no words;
their voice is not heard.

44 Their line has gone out through all the earth,
and their words to the end of the world.

In them has He set a tent for the sun,
55 which is like a bridegroom coming out of his cham-

ber;
it rejoices as a strong man to run a race.

66 Its going forth is from one end of the heavens,
and its circuit extends to the other end,
and there is nothing hidden from its heat.

77 The law of the LORD is perfect,
converting the soul;

the testimony of the LORD is sure,
making wise the simple;

88 the statutes of the LORD are right,
rejoicing the heart;

the commandment of the LORD is pure,
enlightening the eyes;

99 the fear of the LORD is clean,
enduring forever;

the judgments of the LORD are true
and righteous altogether.

1010 More to be desired are they than gold,
yes, than much fine gold;
sweeter also than honey and the honeycomb.

1111 Moreover by them is Your servant warned,
and by keeping them comes great reward.

1212 Who can understand his errors?
Cleanse me from secret faults.

1313 Keep back Your servant also from presumptuous
sins;

may they not rule over me.
Then I will be upright
and innocent from great transgression.

1414 Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of
my heart

be acceptable in Your sight,
O LORD , my strength and my Redeemer.

For the Music Director. A Psalm of David.
May the LORD answer you in the day of trouble;

may the name of the God of Jacob defend you;
22 may He send you help from the sanctuary,
and strengthen you from Zion;

33 may He remember all your offerings,

and accept your burnt offering. Selah
44 May He grant you according to your own heart,
and fulfill all your counsel.

55 We will rejoice in your salvation,
and in the name of our God we will set up our ban-

ners;
may the LORD fulfill all your petitions.
66 Now I know that the LORD saves His anointed;
He will answer him from His holy heaven
with the saving strength of His right hand.

77 Some trust in chariots, and some in horses,
but we will remember the name of the LORD our

God.
88 They are brought down and fallen,
but we arise and stand upright.

99 Save, LORD !
May the King answer us when we call.

For the Music Director. A Psalm of David.
The king will rejoice in Your strength, O LORD ,

and in Your salvation how greatly will he re-
joice!

22 You have given him his heart’s desire,
and have not withheld the request of his lips. Selah

33 For You meet him with the blessings of goodness;
You set a crown of pure gold on his head.

44 He asked life of You, and You gave it him,
length of days forever and ever.

55 His glory is great in Your salvation;
honor and majesty You set on him.

66 For You place blessings on him forever;
You make him rejoice with gladness with Your pres-

ence.
77 For the king trusts in the LORD ,
and by the lovingkindness of the Most High
he will not be moved.

88 Your hand will find out all Your enemies;
Your right hand will find out those who hate You.

99 You will make them as a fiery oven
in the time of Your appearance;

the LORD will swallow them up in His wrath,
and fire will devour them.

1010 You will destroy their offspring from the earth,
and their descendants from among the children of

men.
1111 For they intended evil against You;
they devised evil thoughts they will not be able to

accomplish.
1212 For You will make them turn their back,
when You aim with Your bowstrings against their

face.
1313 Be exalted, LORD , by Your strength;
may we sing and make music to Your might.

For the Music Director. To the melody of “The Doe of
the Dawn.” A Psalm of David.

My God, my God, why have You forsaken me?
Why are You so far from delivering me,
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and from my roaring words of distress?
22 O my God, I cry in the daytime, but You do not an-

swer;
and at night, but I have no rest.

33 But You are holy,
O You who inhabits the praises of Israel.

44 Our fathers trusted in You;
they trusted, and You did deliver them.

55 They cried to You and were delivered;
they trusted in You and were not put to shame.

66 But I am a worm, and not a man;
a reproach of men and despised by the people.

77 All who see me laugh me to scorn;
they sneer with the lip, they shake the head, saying,

88 “Trust in the LORD ,
let Him deliver him;

let Him rescue him,
seeing He delights in him.”

99 But You are He who took me out of the womb;
You caused me to trust
while I was on my mother’s breasts.

1010 I was cast on You from birth;
You are my God from my mother’s womb.

1111 Be not far from me
for trouble is near,
for there is none to help.

1212 Many bulls encircle me;
strong bulls of Bashan surround me.

1313 They open their mouths against me,
as a preying and roaring lion.

1414 I am poured out like water,
and all my bones are out of joint;

my heart is like wax;
it is melted inside my body.

1515 My strength is dried up like a potsherd,
and my tongue cleaves to my jaws;
and You have set me toward the dust of death.

1616 For dogs have encompassed me;
the assembly of the wicked has enclosed me;
like a lion they pin my hands and my feet;

1717 I can count all my bones;
they look and stare on me.

1818 They part my garments among them
and cast lots for my clothes.

1919 But do not be far from me, O LORD ;
O my Help, hasten to my aid.

2020 Rescue my soul from the sword,
my only life from the power of the dog.

2121 Save me from the lion’s mouth,
and from the horns of the wild ox, answer me!

2222 I will declare Your name to my community;
in the midst of the congregation I will praise You.

2323 You who fear the LORD , praise Him;
all you descendants of Jacob, glorify Him,
and stand in awe of Him, all you descendants of Is-

rael.
2424 For He has not despised nor abhorred
the affliction of the afflicted;

nor has He hid His face from him;
but when he cried to Him, He heard.

2525 From You my praise will be in the great congrega-
tion;

I will pay my vows before those who fear Him.
2626 The meek will eat and be satisfied;
those who seek Him will praise the LORD .
May your hearts live forever.

2727 All the ends of the world
will remember and turn to the LORD ,

and all the families of the nations
will worship before You.

2828 For kingship belongs to the LORD ,
and He rules among the nations.

2929 All the prosperous ones of the earth will eat and
worship;

all who go down to the dust will bow before Him,
even he who cannot keep his own soul alive.

3030 Posterity will serve Him;
it will be told to generations about the Lord;

3131 they will come and declare His righteousness
to a people yet to be born,
that He has acted.

A Psalm of David.
The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.

22 He makes me lie down in green pastures;
He leads me beside still waters.

33 He restores my soul;
He leads me in paths of righteousness
for His name’s sake.

44 Even though I walk
through the valley of the shadow of death,

I will fear no evil;
for You are with me;

Your rod and Your staff,
they comfort me.

55 You prepare a table before me
in the presence of my enemies;

You anoint my head with oil;
my cup runs over.

66 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me
all the days of my life,

and I will dwell in the house of the LORD
forever.

A Psalm of David.
The earth belongs to the LORD , and its fullness,

the world, and those who dwell in it.
22 For He has founded it on the seas,
and established it on the floods.

33 Who may ascend the hill of the LORD ?
Who may stand in His holy place?

44 He who has clean hands and a pure heart;
who has not lifted up his soul unto vanity,
nor sworn deceitfully.

55 He will receive the blessing from the LORD ,
and righteousness from the God of his salvation.
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66 This is Jacob, the generation of those who seek Him,
who seek Your face. Selah

77 Lift up your heads, O you gates;
and be lifted up, you everlasting doors,
that the King of glory may enter.

88 Who is this King of glory?
The LORD strong and mighty,
the LORD mighty in battle.

99 Lift up your heads, O you gates;
lift up, you everlasting doors,
that the King of glory may enter.

1010 Who is He—this King of glory?
The LORD of Hosts,
He is the King of glory. Selah

A Psalm of David.
To You, O LORD , do I lift up my soul.

22 O my God, I trust in You;
may I not be ashamed;
may my enemies not triumph over me.

33 Yes, let none who wait on You
be ashamed;

let them be ashamed
who transgress without cause.

44 Make me to know Your ways, O LORD ;
teach me Your paths.

55 Lead me in Your truth and teach me,
for You are the God of my salvation;
on You I wait all the day.

66 Remember Your mercies, O LORD , and Your lov-
ingkindness,

for they are from old.
77 Do not remember the sins of my youth
or my transgressions;

according to Your lovingkindness remember me,
on account of Your goodness, O LORD .

88 Good and upright is the LORD ;
therefore He will teach sinners in the way.

99 The meek will He guide in judgment,
and the meek He will teach His way.

1010 All the paths of the LORD are lovingkindness and
truth,

for those who keep His covenant and His testi-
monies.

1111 For Your name’s sake, O LORD , pardon my iniquity,
for it is great.

1212 Who is the man who fears the LORD ?
He will teach him in the way He should choose.

1313 He will dwell at ease,
and his descendants will inherit the land.

1414 The counsel of the LORD is with those who fear
him,

and He will make His covenant known to them.
1515 My eyes are ever toward the LORD ,
for He will lead my feet from the net.

1616 Turn to me, and be gracious to me,
for I am isolated and afflicted.

1717 The troubles of my heart are enlarged;

bring me out of my distresses.
1818 Look on my pain and misery,
and forgive all my sins.

1919 Consider my enemies, for they are many,
and they hate me with violent hatred.

2020 Watch over my life, and deliver me!
Let me not suffer shame,
for I seek refuge in You.

2121 Truth and integrity will preserve me
while I wait for You.

2222 Redeem Israel, O God,
out of all their troubles.

A Psalm of David.
Judge me, O LORD ,

for I have walked in my integrity.
I have trusted in the LORD ;
I will not slip.

22 Examine me, O LORD , and test me;
try my affections and my heart.

33 For Your lovingkindness is before my eyes,
and I have walked in Your truth.

44 I have not sat with the worthless,
nor will I go with hypocrites.

55 I have hated the congregation of evildoers,
and will not sit with the wicked.

66 I will wash my hands in innocence;
thus I will go around Your altar, O LORD ,

77 that I may proclaim with the voice of thanksgiving,
and tell of all Your wondrous works.

88 LORD , I have loved the refuge of Your house,
and the place where Your honor dwells.

99 Do not gather my soul with sinners,
nor my life with murderers,

1010 in whose hands is wickedness,
and their right hand is full of bribes.

1111 But as for me, I will walk in my integrity;
redeem me and be gracious to me.

1212 My foot stands in an even place;
with the congregations I will bless the LORD .

A Psalm of David.
The LORD is my light and my salvation;

whom will I fear?
The LORD is the strength of my life;
of whom will I be afraid?

22 When the wicked came against me
to eat my flesh—

my enemies and my foes—
they stumbled and fell.

33 Though an army should encamp against me,
my heart will not fear;

though war should rise against me,
in this will I be confident.

44 One thing I have asked from the LORD ,
that will I seek after—

for me to dwell in the house of the LORD
all the days of my life,
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to see the beauty of the LORD ,
and to inquire in His temple.

55 For in the time of trouble
He will hide me in His pavilion;

in the shelter of His tabernacle He will hide me;
He will set me up on a rock.

66 Now my head will be lifted up
above my enemies encircling me;

therefore I will offer sacrifices of joy in His tabernacle;
I will sing, yes, I will sing praises to the LORD .

77 Hear, O LORD , when I cry with my voice!
Be gracious to me and answer me.

88 When You said, “Seek My face,”
my heart said to You, “Your face, LORD , I will seek.”

99 Do not hide Your face far from me;
do not thrust Your servant away in anger;
You have been my help.

Do not leave me nor forsake me,
O God of my salvation.

1010 If my father and my mother forsake me,
then the LORD will take me in.

1111 Teach me Your way, O LORD ,
and lead me in an upright path,
because of my enemies.

1212 Do not deliver me to the will of my enemies;
for false witnesses have risen against me,
and they breathe out violence.

1313 I believe
I will see the goodness of the LORD
in the land of the living.

1414 Wait on the LORD ;
be strong, and may your heart be stout;
wait on the LORD .

A Psalm of David.
To You, O LORD , will I cry;

my Rock, do not be silent to me;
lest if You were silent to me,
then I would become like those who go down to the

pit.
22 Hear the voice of my supplications
when I cry to You,

when I lift up my hands
toward Your most holy place.

33 Do not draw me away with the wicked
and with the workers of iniquity,

who speak peace to their neighbors,
but mischief is in their hearts.

44 Give them according to their deeds,
and according to the wickedness of their endeavors;

give them according to the work of their hands;
return to them what they deserve.

55 Because they do not regard the works of the LORD ,
nor the work of His hands,

He will destroy them
and not build them up.

66 Blessed be the LORD ,
because He has heard the voice of my supplications.

77 The LORD is my strength and my shield;
my heart trusted in Him, and I was helped;

therefore my heart rejoices,
and with my song I will thank Him.

88 The LORD is the strength of His people,
and He is the saving strength of His anointed.

99 Save Your people,
and bless Your inheritance;
feed them and lift them up forever.

A Psalm of David.
Give to the LORD , you heavenly beings,

give to the LORD glory and strength.
22 Give to the LORD the glory of His name;
worship the LORD in holy splendor.

33 The voice of the LORD is over the waters;
the God of glory thunders;
the LORD is over many waters.

44 The voice of the LORD soundssounds with strength;
the voice of the LORD —with majesty.

55 The voice of the LORD breaks the cedars;
the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon.

66 He makes them skip like a calf,
Lebanon and Sirion like a wild ox.

77 The voice of the LORD flashes
like flames of fire.

88 The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness;
the LORD shakes the Wilderness of Kadesh.

99 The voice of the LORD makes the deer to give birth,
and strips the forests bare;

and in His temple everyone says, “Glory!”
1010 The LORD sits enthroned above the flood,
the LORD sits as King forever.

1111 The LORD will give strength to His people;
the LORD will bless His people with peace.

A Psalm of David. A Song at the dedication of the tem-
ple.

I will extol You, O LORD , for You have drawn me
up,

and have not caused my foes to rejoice over me.
22 O LORD my God, I cried to You,
and You healed me.

33 O LORD , You have brought up my soul from the
grave;

You have kept me alive, that I should not go down to
the pit.

44 Sing to the LORD , O you saints of His,
and give thanks at the remembrance of His holiness.

55 For His anger endures but a moment,
in His favor is life;

weeping may endure for a night,
but joy comes in the morning.

66 In my prosperity I said,
“I will never be moved.”

77 LORD , by Your favor
You had set me strong as a mountain;

You hid Your face,
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and I was terrified.
88 I cried to You, O LORD ,
and to the LORD I made supplication:

99 “What profit is there in my death,
if I go down to the pit?

Will the dust give You thanks?
Will it declare Your truth?

1010 Hear, O LORD , and be gracious to me;
LORD , be my helper.”

1111 For You have turned my mourning into dancing;
You have put off my sackcloth and girded me with

gladness,
1212 so that my glory may sing praise to You and not be

silent.
O LORD my God, I will give thanks to You forever.

Ps 71:1–3

For the Music Director. A Psalm of David.
In You, O LORD , do I seek refuge;

may I never be ashamed;
deliver me in Your righteousness.

22 Incline Your ear to me;
deliver me speedily;

be my strong rock,
a strong fortress to save me.

33 For You are my rock and my fortress;
for Your name’s sake lead me and guide me.

44 Lead me out of the net that they have hidden for
me,

for You are my strength.
55 Into Your hand I commit my spirit;
You have redeemed me, O LORD , God of truth.

66 I have hated those who regard worthless vanity,
but I trust in the LORD .

77 I will be glad and rejoice in Your lovingkindness,
for You have seen my trouble;
You have known my soul in adversities,

88 and have not delivered me up into the hand of the
enemy;

You have set my feet in a broad place.
99 Be gracious to me, O LORD , for I am in trouble;
my eye wastes away with grief,
yes, my soul and my body.

1010 For my life is spent with grief,
and my years with sighing;

my strength fails because of my iniquity,
and my bones waste away.

1111 I became a reproach among all my enemies,
but especially among my neighbors,

and a dread to my acquaintances;
those who saw me outside fled from me.

1212 I am forgotten as a dead man out of mind;
I am like a broken vessel.

1313 For I have heard the slander of many;
fear was on every side;

while they took counsel together against me,
they planned to take away my life.

1414 But I trusted in You, O LORD ;

I said, “You are my God.”
1515 My times are in Your hand;
deliver me from the hand of my enemies
and my pursuers.

1616 Make Your face to shine on Your servant;
save me by Your lovingkindness.

1717 Do not let me be ashamed, O LORD ,
for I have called on You;

let the wicked be ashamed,
and let them be silent in the grave.

1818 Let the lying lips be put to silence,
who speak arrogantly
in pride and contempt against the righteous.

1919 Oh, how great is Your goodness,
which You have laid up for those who fear You,

which You have done for those
seeking refuge in You before people!

2020 You will hide them in the secret of Your presence
from conspirators;

You will keep them secretly in a shelter
from the strife of tongues.

2121 Blessed be the LORD ,
for He has shown me His marvelous lovingkindness
in a fortified city.

2222 For I said in my haste,
“I am cut off from before Your eyes.”

Nevertheless You heard the voice of my supplications
when I cried to You.

2323 Oh, love the LORD , all you His saints,
for the LORD preserves the faithful,
but amply repays the one who acts in pride.

2424 Be strong, and He will strengthen your heart,
all you who wait for the LORD .

A Psalm of David. A Contemplative Maskil.
Blessed is he

whose transgression is forgiven,
whose sin is covered.

22 Blessed is the man
against whom the LORD does not count iniquity,
and in whose spirit there is no deceit.

33 When I kept silent,
my bones wasted away
through my groaning all day long.

44 For day and night
Your hand was heavy on me;

my strength was changed
into the drought of summer. Selah

55 I acknowledged my sin to You,
and my iniquity I did not conceal.

I said, “I will confess
my transgressions to the LORD ,”

and You forgave
the iniquity of my sin. Selah

66 For this cause everyone who is godly will pray to You
in a time when You may be found;

surely in the floods of great waters
they will not reach him.
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77 You are my hiding place;
You will preserve me from trouble;
You will surround me with shouts of deliverance. Se-

lah
88 I will instruct you and teach you in the way you

should go;
I will counsel you with my eye on you.

99 Do not be as the horse or as the mule
that are without understanding,

that must be restrained with bit and bridle,
or they will not come near you.

1010 Many sorrows come to the wicked,
but lovingkindness will surround
the man who trusts in the LORD .

1111 Be glad in the LORD , and rejoice, you righteous
one;

and shout for joy, all you who are upright in heart!
The Sovereignty of the LORD .

Rejoice in the LORD , O you righteous,
for praise is fitting for the upright.

22 Give thanks to the LORD with the harp;
make music to Him with an instrument of ten

strings.
33 Sing to Him a new song;
play an instrument skillfully with a joyful shout.

44 For the word of the LORD is upright,
and all His work is done in truth.

55 He loves righteousness and justice;
the earth is full of the lovingkindness of the LORD .

66 By the word of the LORD the heavens were made,
and all their host by the breath of His mouth.

77 He gathers the waters of the sea together as a
heap;

He puts the depths in storehouses.
88 Let all the earth fear the LORD ;
let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of

Him.
99 For He spoke, and it was done;
He commanded, and it stood fast.

1010 The LORD frustrates the counsel of the nations;
He restrains the purposes of the people.

1111 The counsel of the LORD stands forever,
the purposes of His heart to all generations.

1212 Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD ,
the people whom He has chosen as His inheritance.

1313 The LORD looks from heaven;
He sees all the sons of men.

1414 From the place of His habitation He gazes
on all the inhabitants of the earth;

1515 He fashions their hearts alike;
He considers all their works.

1616 No king is saved by a great army;
a mighty man is not delivered by great strength.

1717 A horse is a vain hope for safety;
it will not deliver by its great strength.

1818 The eye of the LORD is on those who fear Him,
on those who hope in His lovingkindness,

1919 to deliver their soul from death,
and to keep them alive in famine.

2020 Our soul waits for the LORD ;
He is our help and our shield.

2121 For our heart will rejoice in Him,
because we have trusted in His holy name.

2222 Let Your lovingkindness, O LORD , be on us,
just as we hope in You.
A Psalm of David, when he feigned madness before
Abimelek, who drove him away, and he departed.

I will bless the LORD at all times;
His praise will continually be in my mouth.

22 My soul will make its boast in the LORD ;
the humble will hear of it and be glad.

33 Oh, magnify the LORD with me,
and let us exalt His name together.

44 I sought the LORD , and He answered me,
and delivered me from all my fears.

55 They looked to Him and became radiant,
and their faces are not ashamed.

66 This poor man cried, and the LORD heard,
and saved him out of all his troubles.

77 The angel of the LORD camps around those who
fear Him,

and delivers them.
88 Oh, taste and see that the LORD is good;
blessed is the man who takes refuge in Him.

99 Oh, fear the LORD , you His saints;
for the ones who fear Him will not be in need.

1010 The young lions are in want and suffer hunger,
but the ones who seek the LORD will not lack any

good thing.
1111 Come, you children, listen to me;
I will teach you the fear of the LORD .

1212 Who is the man who desires life,
and loves a long life in order to see good?

1313 Keep your tongue from evil,
and your lips from speaking deceit.

1414 Turn away from evil, and do good;
seek peace, and pursue it.

1515 The eyes of the LORD are on the righteous,
and His ears are open to their cry.

1616 The face of the LORD is against the ones doing evil,
to cut off the memory of them from the earth.

1717 The righteousrighteous cry out, and the LORD hears,
and delivers them out of all their troubles.

1818 The LORD is near to the broken-hearted,
and saves the contrite of spirit.

1919 Many are the afflictions of the righteous,
but the LORD delivers him out of them all.

2020 A righteous one keeps all his bones;
not one of them is broken.

2121 Evil will slay the wicked,
and those who hate the righteous will be con-

demned.
2222 The LORD redeems the life of His servants,
and all who take refuge in Him will not be punished.
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A Psalm of David.
Plead my cause, O LORD , with my adversaries;

fight those who fight me.
22 Take hold of the large shield and small shield,
and rise up for my help.

33 Draw the spear and javelin
against those who pursue me.

Say to my soul,
“I am Your salvation.”

44 May those who seek my life
be ashamed and humiliated;

may those who plan my injury
be turned back and put to shame.

55 May they be as chaff before the wind,
and may the angel of the LORD cast them down.

66 May their way be dark and slippery,
and may the angel of the LORD pursue them.

77 For without cause they have hidden their net for me
in a pit,

which they have dug without cause for my soul.
88 Let destruction come on him without warning,
and let the net that he hid ensnare him;
let him fall into it, to his destruction.

99 My soul will be joyful in the LORD ;
it will rejoice in His salvation.

1010 All my bones will say,
“ LORD , who is like You,

who delivers the poor from a stronger one,
the poor and the needy from the one who robs

them?”
1111 Witnesses intent on violence rose up;
they accused me of things I knew nothing about.

1212 They rewarded me evil for good,
the bereavement of my soul.

1313 But as for me, when they were sick, my clothing
was sackcloth;

I humbled my soul with fasting;
and my prayer returns to my own heart.
1414 I paced as though he were my friend or brother;
I bowed down lamenting,
as one who mourns for a mother.

1515 But in my adversity they rejoiced and gathered to-
gether;

assailants gathered together against me, though I
was unaware;

they tore me apart and did not stop;
1616 with hypocritical mockers in feasts,
they gnashed on me with their teeth.

1717 Lord, how long will You look on?
Rescue my soul from their destructions,
my life from the lions.

1818 I will give You thanks in the great congregation;
I will praise You among a mighty people.

1919 May my deceitful enemies
not rejoice over me;

nor may those who hate me without cause
wink with their eye.

2020 For they do not speak peace,

but they devise deceitful matters
against the restful ones in the land.

2121 They opened their mouth wide against me,
and said, “Aha, aha, our eye has seen it.”

2222 This You have seen, O LORD ; do not be silent;
O Lord, be not far from me.

2323 Rouse Yourself and awake for my judgment,
for my cause, my God and my Lord.

2424 Judge me, O LORD my God, according to Your right-
eousness,

and may they not rejoice over me.
2525 May they not say in their hearts, “Ah, we havewe have our

soul’s desire.”
May they not say, “We have swallowed him up.”

2626 May those who rejoice at my harm be ashamed
and altogether put to shame;

may they be clothed with shame and dishonor
who magnify themselves against me.

2727 May those who favor my righteous cause
shout for joy and be glad;

may they say continually, “The LORD be magnified,
who delights in the peace of His servant.”

2828 My tongue will speak of Your righteousness
and of Your praise all the day long.

For the Music Director. A Psalm of David, the servant
of the LORD .

An oracle within my heart
about the transgression of the wicked:

There is no fear of God
before their eyes.

22 For they flatter themselves in their own eyes,
that their iniquity cannot be found out and hated.

33 The words of their mouth are wickedness and de-
ceit;

they have ceased to be wise and to do good.
44 They devise mischief on their bed;
they set themselves on a path that is not good;
they do not reject evil.

55 Your mercy, O LORD , is in the heavens,
and Your faithfulness reaches to the clouds.

66 Your righteousness is like the great mountains,
Your judgments like the great deep;

O LORD , You preserve man and beast.
77 How excellent is Your lovingkindness, O God!

Therefore mankind
seeks refuge in the shadow of Your wings.

88 They will drink their fill from the abundance of Your
house,

and You will cause them to drink from the river of
Your pleasures.

99 For with You is the fountain of life;
in Your light we see light.

1010 Oh, continue Your lovingkindness to those who
know You,

and Your righteousness to the upright in heart.
1111 Do not let the foot of the arrogant come against

me,
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and do not let the hand of the wicked cause me to
wander.

1212 There the workers of iniquity have fallen;
they are cast down and not able to rise.

A Psalm of David.
Do not fret because of evildoers,

nor be jealous of those who do injustice.
22 For they will quickly wither like the grass,
and fade like the green herbs.

33 Trust in the LORD , and do good;
dwell in the land, and practice faithfulness.

44 Delight yourself in the LORD ,
and He will give you the desires of your heart.

55 Commit your way to the LORD ;
trust also in Him, and He will bring it to pass.

66 He will bring forth your righteousness as the light,
and your judgment as the noonday.

77 Rest in the LORD , and wait patiently for Him;
do not fret because of those who prosper in their

way,
because of those who make wicked schemes.

88 Let go of anger, and forsake wrath;
do not fret—it surely leads to evil deeds.

99 For evildoers will be cut off,
but those who hope in the LORD will inherit the

earth.
1010 For yet a little while, and the wicked will not be;
you will look diligently for their place, and it will not

be.
1111 But the meek will inherit the earth,
and will delight themselves in the abundance of

peace.
1212 The wicked plot against the righteous,
and grind their teeth against them.

1313 The Lord will laugh at him,
for He sees that his day is coming.

1414 The wicked have drawn out the sword
and have bent their bow,

to cast down the poor and needy,
and to slay those on the upright path.

1515 Their sword will enter into their own heart,
and their bows will be broken.

1616 Better is a little that the righteous has
than the abundance of many wicked.

1717 For the arms of the wicked will be broken,
but the LORD supports the righteous.

1818 The LORD knows the days of people of integrity,
and their inheritance will be forever.

1919 They will not be ashamed in the evil time,
and in the days of famine they will be satisfied.

2020 But the wicked will perish,
and the enemies of the LORD will be like the glory of

pastures;
they will waste away, in smoke they will waste away.

2121 The wicked borrows and does not repay,
but the righteous is gracious and gives.

2222 For those who are blessed of Him will inherit the
earth,

but those who are cursed of Him will be cut off.
2323 The steps of a man are made firm by the LORD ;
He delights in his way.

2424 Though he falls, he will not be hurled down,
for the LORD supports him with His hand.

2525 I have been young, and now am old;
yet I have not seen the righteous forsaken,
nor their offspring begging bread.

2626 The righteous are gracious and lend,
and their offspring are a source of blessing.

2727 Depart from evil and do good,
and abide forevermore.

2828 For the LORD loves justice,
and does not forsake His saints;

they are preserved forever,
but the descendants of the wicked will be cut off.

2929 The righteous will inherit the land,
and dwell on it forever.

3030 The mouth of the righteous utters wisdom,
and their tongue speaks justice.

3131 The law of their God is in their heart;
none of their steps will slip.

3232 The wicked watch the righteous,
and seek to kill them.

3333 The LORD will not forsake them to their hand,
nor condemn them when they are judged.

3434 Hope in the LORD ,
and keep His way,

and He will exalt you to inherit the land;
when the wicked are cut off, you will see it.

3535 I have seen the wicked in great power,
and spreading himself like a luxuriant tree.

3636 Yet he passed away, and he was not;
I sought him, but he could not be found.

3737 Mark the blameless man, and consider the upright,
for the end of that man is peace.

3838 But the transgressors will be destroyed together;
the end of the wicked is to be cut off.

3939 But the salvation of the righteous is from the LORD
;

He is their refuge in the time of distress.
4040 The LORD will help them and deliver them;
He will deliver them from the wicked,
and save them, because they take refuge in Him.

A Psalm of David. To bring remembrance.
O LORD , do not rebuke me in Your wrath,

nor chasten me in Your hot displeasure.
22 For Your arrows pierce me,
and Your hand presses down on me.

33 There is no soundness in my flesh because of Your
indignation,

nor is there health in my bones because of my sin.
44 For my iniquities have passed over my head;
as a heavy burden they are too heavy for me.

55 My wounds grow foul and fester
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because of my foolishness.
66 I am bent, I am bowed down greatly;
I go mourning all the day long.

77 For my sides are filled with burning,
and there is no soundness in my flesh.

88 I am numb and completely crushed;
I have roared because of the groaning of my heart.

99 Lord, all my desire is before You,
and my sighing is not hidden from You.

1010 My heart throbs, my strength fails me;
as for the light of my eyes, it also is gone from me.

1111 My friends and my companions stand back because
of my affliction,

and those close to me stand at a distance.
1212 The people who seek my life strike at me;
those who seek my harm speak destruction,
and plan treacheries all the day long.

1313 But I, like a deaf man, did not hear;
and like a dumb man, did not open my mouth.

1414 Thus I was as a man who does not hear,
and in whose mouth are no reproofs.

1515 For in You, O LORD , do I hope;
You will answer, O Lord my God.

1616 For I said, “Lest otherwise they should rejoice over
me.

When my foot slips, they magnify themselves
against me.”

1717 For I am ready to stumble,
and my pain is continually before me.

1818 For I will declare my iniquity;
I am anxious because of my sin.

1919 But my enemies are lively, and they are strong;
and those who wrongfully hate me are many.

2020 Those also who repay evil for good are my adver-
saries,

because I pursue good.
2121 Do not abandon me, O LORD ;
O my God, do not be far from me.

2222 Make haste to help me,
O Lord, my salvation.

For the Music Director. To Jeduthun. A Psalm of David.
I said, “I will take heed of my ways

so that I do not sin with my tongue;
I will keep my mouth muzzled
while the wicked are before me.”

22 I was speechless in silence;
I was silent to no avail,
but my anguish was stirred up.

33 My heart was hot within me;
while I was musing, the fire burned,
then I spoke with my tongue:

44 “ LORD , make me to know my end,
and what is the measure of my days,
that I may know how transient I am.

55 Indeed, You have made my days as a handbreadth,
and my age is as nothing before You;
indeed every man at his best is as a breath.” Selah

66 Surely every man walks in a mere shadow;
surely he goes as a breath;
he heaps up riches, and does not know who will

gather them.
77 Now, Lord, what do I wait for?
My hope is in You.

88 Deliver me from all my transgressions;
do not make me the reproach of the foolish.

99 I was speechless, I did not open my mouth,
because You did it.

1010 Remove Your blow from me;
I am consumed by the hostility of Your hand.

1111 When with rebukes You correct a man for iniquity,
You consume like a moth what is dear to him;
surely every man is vapor. Selah

1212 Hear my prayer, O LORD ,
and give ear to my cry;
do not be silent at my tears,

for I am a stranger with You,
and a sojourner, as all my fathers were.

1313 Turn Your gaze of displeasurof displeasuree from me, that I may
smile,

before I go away and am no more.
Ps 70:1–5

For the Music Director. A Psalm of David.
I waited patiently for the LORD ,

and He turned to me, and heard my cry.
22 He also brought me up out of a horrible pit,
out of the miry clay,

and set my feet on a rock,
and established my steps.

33 He has put a new song in my mouth,
even praise to our God;

many will see it, and fear,
and will trust in the LORD .

44 Blessed is the man
who places trust in the LORD ,

but does not turn toward the proud,
nor those falling away to falsehood.

55 O LORD my God,
You have done many wonderful works,

and Your thoughts toward us
cannot be compared;

if I would declare and speak of them,
they are more than can be numbered.

66 Sacrifice and offering You did not desire;
You have opened up my ears to listen.

Burnt offering and sin offering
You have not required.

77 Then I said, “Behold, I have come;
in the scroll of the book it is written of me,

88 I delight to do Your will, O my God;
Your law is within my inward parts.”

99 I have proclaimed righteousness in the great con-
gregation;

I have not held back my lips,
O LORD , You know.
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1010 I have not hidden Your righteousness within my
heart;

I have declared Your faithfulness and Your salvation;
I have not concealed Your lovingkindness and Your

truth
from the great congregation.

1111 Do not withhold Your compassion from me, O
LORD ;

may Your lovingkindness and Your truth always
guard me.

1212 For innumerable evils have surrounded me;
my iniquities have overtaken me, so that I am not

able to look up;
they are more than the hairs of my head
so that my heart fails me.

1313 Be pleased, O LORD , to deliver me;
O LORD , make haste to help me.

1414 May those seeking to snatch away my life
be ashamed and confounded together;

may those who desire my harm
be driven backward and dishonored.

1515 May those who say to me “Aha, aha!”
be appalled on account of their shame.

1616 May all those who seek You
rejoice and be glad in You;

may those who love Your salvation say continually,
“The LORD is magnified.”

1717 But I am poor and needy;
yet the LORD thinks about me.

You are my help and my deliverer;
do not delay, O my God.

For the Music Director. A Psalm of David.
Blessed are those who consider the poor;

the LORD will deliver them in the day of trou-
ble.

22 The LORD will preserve them and keep them alive,
and they will be blessed on the earth,
and You will not deliver them to the will of their ene-

mies.
33 The LORD will sustain them on the sickbed;
You will restore all his lying down in his illness.

44 I said, “ LORD , be gracious to me;
heal my soul, for I have sinned against You.”

55 My enemies speak evil of me:
“When will he die, and his name perish?”

66 And if people come to see me, they speak insincere-
ly;

their heart gathers iniquity to itself,
when they go outside, they tell it.

77 All who hate me whisper together against me;
they devise harm against me.

88 “An evil disease clings to him.
And now that he lies down, he will not rise up

again.”
99 Yes, my own close friend,
in whom I trusted, who ate of my bread,
has lifted up the heel against me.

1010 But You, O LORD , be gracious to me,
and raise me up, that I may repay them.

1111 By this I know that You favor me,
because my enemy does not triumph over me.

1212 As for me, You uphold me in my integrity,
and set me before You forever.

1313 Blessed be the LORD God of Israel
from everlasting and to everlasting.

Amen and Amen.

BOOK TWBOOK TWOO

Psalms 42–72Psalms 42–72

For the Music Director. A Contemplative Maskil of the
sons of Korah.

As the deer pants after the water brooks,
so my soul pants after You, O God.

22 My soul thirsts for God, for the living God.
When will I come and appear before God?

33 My tears have been my food
day and night,

while they always say to me,
“Where is your God?”

44 When I remember these things,
I pour out my soul within me.

For I would travel with the throng of people;
I proceeded with them to the house of God,

with the voice of joy and thanks,
with a multitude making a pilgrimage.

55 Why are you cast down, O my soul?
And why are you disquieted in me?

Hope in God,
for I will yet thank Him
for the help of His presence.

66 O my God, my soul is cast down within me;
therefore I will remember You

from the land of Jordan,
and of the Hermon, from the hill of Mizar.

77 Deep calls to deep
at the noise of Your waterfalls;

all Your waves and Your billows
passed over me.

88 Yet the LORD will command His lovingkindness in
the daytime,

and in the night His song will be with me,
a prayer to the God of my life.

99 I will say to God, my rock,
“Why have You forgotten me?

Why do I go mourning
because of the oppression of the enemy?”

1010 With shattering in my bones,
those harassing me reproach me,

when they say to me every day,
“Where is your God?”

1111 Why, my soul, are you cast down?
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Why do you groan within me?
Wait for God;
I will yet thank Him,
For He is my deliverance and my God.

Vindicate me, O God,
and plead my cause against an ungodly na-

tion;
deliver me from the deceitful and unjust man.

22 For You are the God of my refuge;
why have You rejected me?

Why do I walk about mourning
because of the oppression of the enemy?

33 Send out Your light and Your truth.
Let them lead me;

let them bring me to Your holy hill,
and to Your dwelling place.

44 Then I will go to the altar of God,
to the God of my joyful gladness;

with the harp I will give thanks to You,
O God, my God.

55 Why are you cast down, O my soul?
And why are you disquieted within me?

Hope in God;
for I will yet give Him thanks,
the salvation of my countenance and my God.

For the Music Director. A Contemplative Maskil of the
sons of Korah.

We have heard with our ears, O God,
our fathers have told us

what work You did in their days,
in the days of old:

22 how You drove out the nations with Your hand,
and planted others instead;

how You afflicted peoples,
and sent them away.

33 For they did not take possession of the land by their
own sword,

nor did their own arm save them;
but it was Your right hand, and Your arm,
and the light of Your countenance, because You had

favor on them.
44 You are my King, O God;
command deliverances for Jacob.

55 Through You we will push down our opponents;
through Your name we will trample those who rise

up against us.
66 For I will not trust in my bow,
nor will my sword save me.

77 But You have saved us from our opponents,
and have put to shame those who hate us.

88 In God we boast all the day long,
and give thanks to Your name forever. Selah

99 But You have rejected us and put us to shame,
and do not go out with our armies.

1010 You make us to turn back from the opponent,
and those who hate us make us their spoil.

1111 You have placed us like sheep for prey,

and have scattered us among the nations.
1212 You sell Your people for nothing,
and do not increase Your wealth by their sale.

1313 You make us a reproach to our neighbors,
a scorn and a derision to those who surround us.

1414 You make us a byword among the nations,
a shaking of the head among the people.

1515 All day long my reproach is before me,
and the shame of my face covers me,

1616 from the voice of him who reproaches and reviles,
by reason of the enemy and avenger.

1717 All this is come on us,
yet we have not forgotten You,
nor have we dealt falsely in Your covenant.

1818 Our heart is not turned back,
nor have our steps deviated from Your way,

1919 though You have crushed us in the place of jackals,
and covered us with the shadow of death.

2020 If we have forgotten the name of our God,
or stretched out our hands to a strange god,

2121 would not God search this out?
For He knows the secrets of the heart.

2222 Yes, for Your sake we are killed all the day long;
we are considered like sheep for the slaughter.

2323 Awake; why do You sleep, O Lord?
Arise; do not reject us forever.

2424 Why do You hide Your face,
and forget our affliction and our oppression?

2525 For our soul is bowed down to the dust;
our body cleaves to the earth.

2626 Arise, be our help,
and redeem us for the sake of Your lovingkindness.

For the Music Director. To the melody of “Lilies.” A Con-
templative Maskil of the sons of Korah. A love song.

My heart is overflowing with a good thought;
I am speaking my works for the king;

my tongue is the pen of a skilled scribe.
22 You are fairer than all the sons of men;
favor is poured on your lips;
therefore God has blessed you forever.

33 Gird your sword on your thigh, O mighty one,
with your splendor and your majesty.

44 In your majesty ride prosperously
because of truth and meekness and righteousness;
and your right hand will teach you awesome things.

55 Your arrows are sharp in the heart of the king’s ene-
mies;

peoples will fall under you.
66 Your throne, O God, is forever and ever;
the scepter of Your kingdom is an upright scepter.

77 You love righteousness and hate wickedness;
therefore God, your God, anointed you
with the oil of gladness above your companions.

88 All your garments are fragrant with myrrh and aloes
and cassia;

from the ivory palaces stringed instruments make
you glad.
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99 Kings’ daughters are among your honorable
women;

at your right hand stands the queen in gold of
Ophir.

1010 Listen, O daughter, consider and incline your ear;
forget your own people, and your father’s house,

1111 and the king will desire your beauty.
Since he is your lord, bow to him.

1212 The daughter of Tyre will be there with a gift;
even the rich among the people will entreat your fa-

vor.
1313 The royal daughter is all glorious within her cham-her cham-

berber ;
her clothing is plaited gold.

1414 She shall be brought to the king in embroidered
garments;

the virgins, her companions who follow her,
shall be brought to you.

1515 With gladness and rejoicing they shall be brought;
they shall enter into the king’s palace.

1616 Your sons shall succeed your fathers;
you will make them princes in all the land.

1717 I will cause your name to be remembered in all
generations;

therefore the people will praise you forever and
ever.

For the Music Director. A Psalm of the sons of Korah.
According to Alamoth. A Song.

God is our refuge and strength,
a well-proven help in trouble.

22 Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be re-
moved,

and though the mountains be carried into the midst
of the sea;

33 though its waters roar and foam,
though the mountains shake with its swelling. Selah

44 There is a river whose streams make glad the city of
God,

the holy dwelling place of the Most High.
55 God is in the midst of her; she will not be moved;
God will help her in the early dawn.

66 The nations roared; the kingdoms were moved;
He uttered His voice; the earth melted.

77 The LORD of Hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our refuge. Selah

88 Come, see the works of the LORD ,
who makes desolations in the earth.

99 He makes wars cease to the end of the earth;
He breaks the bow and cuts off the spear;
He burns the chariot in the fire.

1010 Be still and know that I am God;
I will be exalted among the nations,
I will be exalted in the earth.

1111 The LORD of Hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our refuge. Selah

For the Music Director. A Psalm of the sons of Korah.

Clap your hands, all you people!
Shout to God with a joyful voice.

22 For the LORD Most High is awesome;
He is a great King over all the earth.

33 He subdued peoples under us,
and nations under our feet.

44 He chose our inheritance for us,
the excellency of Jacob whom He loved. Selah

55 God went up with a shout,
the LORD with the sound of a trumpet.

66 Sing praises to God, sing praises;
sing praises to our King, sing praises.

77 For God is the King of all the earth;
sing praises with understanding.

88 God reigns over the nations;
God sits on His holy throne.

99 The princes of peoples are gathered together,
even the people of the God of Abraham.

For the shields of the earth belong to God;
He is greatly exalted.

A Song. A Psalm of the sons of Korah.
Great is the LORD , and greatly to be praised

in the city of our God, in His holy mountain.
22 Beautiful in elevation,
the joy of the whole earth,

is Mount Zion, on the sides of the north,
the city of the great King.

33 God is known in her citadels
as a refuge.

44 For the kings were assembled,
they passed by together.

55 They saw it, and so they were astounded;
they were alarmed, they hurried away.

66 Trembling seized them there,
and pain like a woman in labor;

77 You break the ships of Tarshish
with an east wind.

88 As we have heard,
so have we seen

in the city of the LORD of Hosts,
in the city of our God;
God will establish it forever. Selah

99 We have thought of Your lovingkindness, O God,
in the midst of Your temple.

1010 According to Your name, O God,
so is Your praise to the ends of the earth;
Your right hand is full of righteousness.

1111 May Mount Zion rejoice,
may the daughters of Judah be glad,
because of Your judgments.

1212 Walk about Zion, and go round about her;
count her towers;

1313 mark well her bulwarks;
consider her citadels;
that you may tell it to the generation following.

1414 For this God is our God forever and ever;
He will be our guide even to death.
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For the Music Director. A Psalm of the sons of Korah.
Hear this, all you people;

give ear, all you inhabitants of the world,
22 both low and high,
rich and poor together.

33 My mouth will speak wisdom,
and the meditation of my heart will be understand-

ing.
44 I will incline my ear to a parable;
I will expound my riddle with a harp.

55 Why should I fear in the days of evil,
when the iniquity of my stalkers surrounds me?

66 Those who trust in their wealth,
and boast in the multitude of their riches,

77 none of them can by any means redeem the other,
nor give to God a ransom for anyone,

88 for the redemption of their souls is costly;
even so people cease to exist forever,

99 making efforts to live eternally,
and not see the pit.

1010 For one sees that wise men die,
together the fool and the brute perish,
and leave their wealth to others.

1111 Their graves become their perpetual homes,
and their dwelling places to all generations,
though they call their lands after their own names.

1212 But a man does not abide in honor;
mankind is like the beasts that come to ruin.

1313 This is their way, it is their folly;
yet their posterity approve their sayings. Selah

1414 Like sheep they are appointed for Sheol;
Death shall be their shepherd;

the upright shall rule over them in the morning,
and their form shall waste away in Sheol,
far from their dwelling.

1515 But God shall redeem my soul from the power of
Sheol,

for He shall receive me. Selah
1616 Do not fear when one is made rich,
when the glory of his house is increased,

1717 for he takes nothing away in death;
his glory does not descend after him.

1818 Though while he lives he blesses his soul—
and men will praise you when you do well for your-

self—
1919 that soul will go to the generation of his fathers;
they will never see light.

2020 A man in honor, and yet without understanding,
is like the animals that perish.

A Psalm of Asaph.
The Mighty One, God, is the LORD ;

He has spoken and summoned the earth
from the rising of the sun to its setting.

22 Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty,
God has shined.

33 Our God will come, and will not keep silent;
a fire consumes before Him,

and a strong tempest is around Him.
44 He calls to the heavens above,
and to the earth, that He may judge His people:

55 “Gather My faithful ones together to Me,
those who have made a covenant with Me by sacri-

fice.”
66 The heavens will declare His righteousness,
for God Himself is judge. Selah

77 “Hear, O My people, and I will speak,
O Israel, and I will testify against you;
I am God, even your God.

88 I will not reprove you for your sacrifices
or for your burnt offerings that are continually be-

fore Me.
99 I will take no young bull out of your house,
nor male goats out of your folds.

1010 For every wild animal of the forest is Mine,
and the cattle on a thousand hills.

1111 I know every bird of the mountains,
and the creatures that move in the field are Mine.

1212 If I were hungry, I would not tell you;
for the world is Mine, and all its fullness.

1313 Will I eat the flesh of bulls,
or drink the blood of goats?

1414 Sacrifice a thank offering to God,
and pay your vows to the Most High,

1515 and call on Me in the day of trouble;
I will deliver you, and you will glorify Me.”

1616 But to the wicked God says:
“What right have you to declare My statutes,
or take My covenant in your mouth?

1717 You hate instruction,
and cast My words behind you.

1818 When you see a thief, you are pleased,
and have a share in those who commit adultery.

1919 You let loose your mouth to evil,
and your tongue is bound to deceit.

2020 You sit and speak against your brother;
you accuse your own mother’s son.

2121 These things have you done, and I kept silent;
you thought that I was indeed like you;

but I will reprove you
and make a case before your eyes.

2222 “Now consider this, you who forget God,
lest I tear you in pieces, and there be none to deliv-

er:
2323 Whoever sacrifices a thank offering
glorifies Me and makes a way;
I will show him the salvation of God.”

For the Music Director. A Psalm of David, when Nathan
the Prophet came to him, after he had gone in to

Bathsheba.
Have mercy on me, O God,

according to Your lovingkindness;
according to the abundance of Your compassion,
blot out my transgressions.

22 Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity,
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and cleanse me from my sin.
33 For I acknowledge my transgressions,
and my sin is ever before me.

44 Against You, You only, have I sinned,
and done this evil in Your sight,

so that You are justified when You speak,
and You are blameless when You judge.

55 I was brought forth in iniquity,
and in sin my mother conceived me.

66 You desire truth in the inward parts,
and in the hidden part You make me to know wis-

dom.
77 Purify me with hyssop, and I will be clean;
wash me, and I will be whiter than snow.

88 Make me to hear joy and gladness,
that the bones that You have broken may rejoice.

99 Hide Your face from my sins,
and blot out all my iniquities.

1010 Create in me a clean heart, O God,
and renew a right spirit within me.

1111 Do not cast me away from Your presence,
and do not take Your Holy Spirit from me.

1212 Restore to me the joy of Your salvation,
and uphold me with Your willing spirit.

1313 Then I will teach transgressors Your ways,
and sinners will return to You.

1414 Deliver me from blood guiltiness, O God,
God of my salvation,
and my tongue will sing aloud of Your righteous-

ness.
1515 O Lord, open my lips,
and my mouth will declare Your praise.

1616 For You do not desire sacrifice, or I would give it;
You do not delight in burnt offering.

1717 The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit;
a broken and a contrite heart,
O God, You will not despise.

1818 Do good to Zion in Your good pleasure;
build the walls of Jerusalem.

1919 Then You will be pleased with the sacrifices of right-
eousness,

with burnt offering and whole burnt offering;
then they will offer young bulls on Your altar.
For the Music Director. A Contemplative Maskil. A

Psalm of David, when Doeg the Edomite came and
told Saul, “David has come to the house of Ahimelek.”

Why do you boast in evil, O mighty man?
The goodness of God endures continually.

22 Your tongue devises calamities,
like a sharp razor, you worker of treachery.

33 You love evil more than good,
and lying rather than speaking righteousness. Selah

44 You love all devouring words,
O you deceitful tongue.

55 God will likewise break you down forever;
He will snatch you away and pluck you from your

home,

and uproot you from the land of the living. Selah
66 The righteous also will see and fear,
and will laugh in contempt,

77 “See, this is the man
who did not make God his refuge,

but trusted in the abundance of riches,
and grew strong in his own wickedness.”

88 But I am like a green olive tree
in the house of God;

I trust in the mercy of God
forever and ever.

99 I will give thanks to You forever, because You have
acted;

and I will wait on Your name,
for it is good before Your saints.

Ps 14:1–7

For the Music Director. According to Mahalath. A Con-
templative Maskil of David.

The fool has said in his heart,
“There is no God.”

They are corrupt, and have done abhorrent injustice;
there is none who does good.

22 God looked down from heaven
on the children of men,

to see if there were any who have insight,
who seek God.

33 Every one of them has turned aside;
they are altogether corrupt;

there is no one who does good,
not even one.

44 Have the workers of iniquity no knowledge,
who eat up my people as they eat bread,
and do not call on God?

55 There they were in fear,
where there was nothing to fear,

for God has scattered the bones of him who camps
against you;

you have put them to shame, because God has re-
jected them.

66 Oh, that the salvation of Israel would come out of
Zion!

When God brings back the captivity of His people,
Jacob will rejoice and Israel will be glad.

For the Music Director. With stringed instruments. A
Contemplative Maskil of David, when the Ziphites

went and told Saul, “Is David not hiding among us?”
O God, save me by Your name,

and judge me by Your strength.
22 O God, hear my prayer;
give ear to the words of my mouth.

33 For strangers rise up against me,
and formidable adversaries seek my life;
they do not set God before them. Selah

44 God is my helper;
the Lord is with those who support my life.

55 He will repay my enemies for their evil.
In Your faithfulness, destroy them.
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66 I will sacrifice a freewill offering to You;
I will give thanks to Your name, O LORD ,
for it is good.

77 For He has delivered me out of all trouble;
and my eye has looked down on my enemies.

For the Music Director. With stringed instruments. A
Contemplative Maskil of David.

Give ear to my prayer, O God,
and do not hide Yourself from my supplication.

22 Attend to me, and answer me;
I am restless in my complaint, and I murmur,

33 because of the voice of the enemy,
because of the pressure of the wicked,

for they cause trouble to drop on me,
and in wrath they have animosity against me.

44 My heart is in pain within me,
and the terrors of death have fallen on me.

55 Fear and trembling come into me,
and horror has overwhelmed me.

66 I said, “Oh, that I had wings like a dove!
For then I would fly away and be at rest.

77 Indeed, then I would wander far off,
and remain in the wilderness. Selah

88 I would hasten my escape
from the windy storm and tempest.”

99 Confuse, O Lord, divide their tongues,
for I have seen violence and strife in the city.

1010 Day and night they go around it on its walls;
trouble and sorrow are in its midst.

1111 Destruction is in its midst;
oppression and treachery do not depart from its

streets.
1212 For it is not an enemy who reproaches me;
then I could bear it.

Nor is it one who hates me who has exalted himself
against me;

then I could hide from him.
1313 But it was you, my peer,
my guide, and my acquaintance.

1414 We took pleasant counsel together,
and walked to the house of God in company.

1515 May death surprise them,
and may their lives go down to Sheol,
for wickedness is in their dwellings and among

them.
1616 As for me, I will call on God,
and the LORD will save me.

1717 Evening and morning and at noon,
I will make my complaint and murmur,
and He will hear my voice.

1818 He has ransomed my life in peace
from the battle against me,
for there were many against me.

1919 God will hear and afflict them,
even He who sits enthroned from of old. Selah

Because they do not change,
therefore they do not fear God.

2020 My friend has set his hands against those at peace
with him;

he has violated his covenant.
2121 The words of his mouth were smoother than but-

ter,
but battle was in his heart;

his words were softer than oil,
yet they were drawn swords.

2222 Cast your burden on the LORD ,
and He will sustain you;

He will never allow
the righteous to be moved.

2323 But You, O God, will cast the wicked down
into the pit of destruction;

men of blood and deceitful men
will not live out half their days.

But I will trust in You.
For the Music Director. To the melody of “Silent Dove

at a Distance.” A Miktam of David, when the Philistines
seized him in Gath.

Be gracious to me, O God, for man would crush
me;

all day long he who battles oppresses me.
22 All day long my enemies would crush me,
for there are many who arrogantly battle against

me.
33 In the day when I am afraid,
I will trust in You.

44 In God whose word I praise,
in God I have trusted; I will not fear.
What can mere flesh do to me?

55 Every day they twist my words;
all their thoughts are against me for evil.

66 They stir up strife, they lurk,
they watch my steps,
when they wait for my life.

77 Should there be deliverance for them on account of
wickedness?

In Your anger cast down the peoples, O God.
88 You take account of my wandering;
put my tears in Your bottle;
are they not in Your book?

99 In the day I cry to You,
then my enemies will turn back;
this I know, that God is for me.

1010 In God whose word I praise,
in the LORD whose word I praise,

1111 in God I trust, I will not fear;
what can a man do to me?

1212 Your vows are on me, O God;
I will complete them with thank offerings to You;

1313 for You have delivered my soul from death,
even my feet from stumbling,

to walk before God
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in the light of the living.
Ps 108:1–5

For the Music Director. To the melody of “Do Not De-
stroy.” A Miktam of David when he fled from Saul in

the cave.
Be gracious to me, O God, be gracious to me!

For my soul seeks refuge in You;
in the shadow of Your wings I will make my refuge,
until the ruinous storm passes by.

22 I will cry to God Most High,
to God who vindicates me.

33 He will send from heaven and save me
from the taunt of the one who crushes me. Selah
God will send forth His mercy and His truth.

44 My soul is among lions,
and I lie among the sons of men who blaze like fire,

whose teeth are spears and arrows,
and their tongue a sharp sword.

55 Be exalted, O God, above the heavens;
may Your glory be above all the earth.

66 They have prepared a net for my steps;
my soul is bowed down;

they have dug a pit before me,
but they have fallen into it. Selah

77 My heart is fixed, O God,
my heart is fixed;
I will sing and give praise.

88 Awake, my glory!
Awake, psaltery and harp!
I will awake the dawn.

99 I will thank You, O Lord, among the peoples;
I will sing to You among the nations.

1010 For Your mercy is great up to the heavens,
and Your truth extends to the clouds.

1111 Be exalted, O God, above the heavens;
may Your glory be above all the earth.

For the Music Director. To the melody of “Do Not De-
stroy.” A Miktam of David.

Do you truly speak righteousness, O heavenly
gods?

Do you judge uprightly, O earthly men?
22 Indeed, in the heart you work wickedness;
you weigh the violence of your hands in the earth.

33 The wicked are estranged from the womb onward;
those who speak lies go astray from birth.

44 Their poison is like the poison of a serpent;
they are like the deaf adder that plugs its ear,

55 and will not listen to the voice of charmers,
even the best and wisest enchanter.

66 Break their teeth in their mouth, O God;
break out the great teeth of the young lions, O

LORD .
77 May they melt away as waters which run continual-

ly;
when he bends his bow to shoot his arrows, let

them be trodden under.
88 May they become as a snail that melts as it goes,

like the untimely birth of a woman, may they not see
the sun.

99 Before your pots can feel the thorns’ heat, green or
burning,

may He sweep them away.
1010 The righteous will rejoice when he sees the

vengeance;
he will wash his feet in the blood of the wicked;

1111 and people will say,
“Surely there is a reward for the righteous;
surely there is a God who judges on the earth.”

For the Music Director. To the melody of “Do Not De-
stroy.” A Miktam of David, when Saul sent men, and

they watched the house to kill him.
Deliver me from my enemies, O my God;

give me refuge from those who rise up against
me.

22 Deliver me from the workers of iniquity,
and save me from bloodthirsty people.

33 For they lie in wait for my life;
the mighty are gathered against me,
not for my transgression, nor for my sin, O LORD .

44 For no guilt of mine, they run and prepare them-
selves.

Arise to help me, and take notice.
55 You, O LORD God of Hosts, the God of Israel,
awake to punish all the nations;
do not be gracious to any wicked transgressors. Se-

lah
66 They return at evening,
they growl like a dog,
and go around the city.

77 Indeed, they burst out with their mouth;
swords are in their lips;
for who listens?

88 But You, O LORD , will laugh at them;
You will have all the nations in derision.

99 O my strength, I will wait on You;
for God is my refuge.

1010 The God of lovingkindness will go before me;
God will cause me to look in triumph on my ene-

mies.
1111 Do not slay them,
lest my people forget;

scatter them by Your power,
and bring them down, O Lord our shield.

1212 For the sin of their mouth
and the words of their lips,
may they be snared by their pride,

and because of curses and lies that they speak.
1313 Consume them in wrath,
consume them so they no longer exist;

and let them know that God rules in Jacob
to the ends of the earth. Selah

1414 At evening they return,
and growl like a dog,
and go around the city.
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1515 They roam about to eat,
and if they are not satisfied, they complain.

1616 But I will sing of Your power;
I will sing aloud of Your lovingkindness in the morn-

ing,
for You have been my refuge
and escape in the day of my trouble.

1717 To You, O my strength, I will sing,
for God is my refuge, and the God of my lovingkind-

ness.
Ps 108:6–13

For the Music Director. A Miktam of David to teach. To
the melody of “Lily of the Testimony,” when he strug-
gled with Aram Naharaim and with Aram Zobah and
when Joab returned from striking down twelve thou-

sand Edomites in the Valley of Salt.
O God, You have rejected us, You have scattered
us;

You have been displeased; take us back.
22 You have made the earth tremble; You have split it

open;
heal its breaches, for it shook.

33 You have shown Your people hard times;
You have made us drink wine, causing us to stagger.

44 You have given a banner to those who fear You,
that they may flee to it from the bow. †† Selah

55 That Your beloved ones may be delivered,
save with Your right hand and answer us.

66 God has spoken in His holiness:
“I will rejoice, I will divide Shechem,
and measure out the Valley of Sukkoth.

77 Gilead is Mine, and Manasseh is Mine;
Ephraim also is My helmet;
Judah is My scepter;

88 Moab is My wash basin;
over Edom I will cast My shoe;
shout the alarm, O Philistia, because of Me.”

99 Who will bring me into the fortified city?
Who will lead me into Edom?

1010 You, O God, have You not cast us off?
And You, O God, did not go out with our armies.

1111 Give us help from trouble,
for the help of man is worthless.

1212 Through God we will do valiantly,
for He will tread down our enemies.

For the Music Director. With stringed instruments. A
Psalm of David.

Hear my cry, O God,
attend to my prayer.

22 From the end of the earth I will cry to You;
when my heart faints,
lead me to the rock that is higher than I.

33 For You have been a refuge for me,
and a strong tower from the enemy.

44 I will abide in Your tent forever;
† Or a for the truth.

I will seek refuge in the covering of Your wings. Se-
lah

55 For You, O God, have heard my vows;
You have given me the heritage of those who fear

Your name.
66 May You prolong the king’s life,
and may his years be as many generations.

77 May he sit enthroned before God forever;
oh, prepare mercy and truth, which may preserve

him.
88 Thus will I sing praise to Your name forever,
that I may fulfill my vows day by day.

For the Music Director. According to Jeduthun. A Psalm
of David.

My soul waits in silence on God alone;
from Him comes my salvation.

22 He only is my rock and my salvation;
He is my refuge; I will not be greatly shaken.

33 How long will you attack a man,
to batter him, all of you,
as you would a leaning wall, a tottering fence?

44 They only conspire to cast him down
from his high position;
they delight in lies,

they bless with their mouth,
but they curse inwardly. Selah

55 My soul, wait silently for God,
for my hope is from Him.

66 He only is my rock and my salvation;
He is my refuge; I will not be moved.

77 In God is my salvation and my glory;
the rock of my strength, and my shelter, is in God.

88 Trust in Him at all times;
you people, pour out your heart before Him;
God is a shelter for us. Selah

99 Surely people of low degree are a breath,
and men of high degree are a lie;

if they are placed in the balance,
they are altogether lighter than vapor.

1010 Do not trust in oppression,
and do not become vain in robbery;

if riches increase,
do not set your heart on them.

1111 God has spoken once,
twice have I heard this:

that power belongs to God.
1212 Also to You, O Lord, belongs mercy;

for You render to each one
according to his work.

A Psalm of David, when he was in the Wilderness of Ju-
dah.

O God, You are my God;
early will I seek You;

my soul thirsts for You,
my flesh faints for You,

in a dry and thirsty land
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with no water.
22 I have seen You in the sanctuary,
to see Your power and Your glory.

33 Because Your lovingkindness is better than life,
my lips will praise You.

44 Thus will I bless You while I live;
I will lift up my hands in Your name.

55 My soul will be satisfied as with marrow and fatness,
and my mouth will praise You with joyful lips.

66 When I remember You on my bed,
and meditate on You in the night watches,

77 because You have been my help,
therefore in the shadow of Your wings I will rejoice.

88 My soul clings hard to You;
Your right hand upholds me.

99 But those who seek my soul to destroy it
will go into the lower parts of the earth.

1010 They will fall by the sword;
they will be a portion for jackals.

1111 But the king will rejoice in God;
everyone who swears by Him will glory,
because the mouth of liars will be stopped.

For the Music Director. A Psalm of David.
Hear my voice, O God, in my complaint;

guard my life from dread of the enemy.
22 Hide me from the secret counsel of the wicked,
from the throng of the workers of iniquity;

33 they sharpen their tongue like a sword,
and bend their bows to shoot their arrows—bitter

words,
44 that they may shoot in secret at the blameless;
suddenly they shoot at him and do not fear.

55 They harden themselves in an evil matter;
they talk privately of laying snares;
they say, “Who will see them?”

66 They devise injustice,
sayingsaying “We have perfected a secret plot.”
Both the inward thought of man and the heart are

deep.
77 But God will suddenly shoot them with an arrow;
they will be wounded.

88 They will bring ruin on themselves
by their own tongues;
all who see them will flee away.

99 All people will fear,
and declare the work of God;
they will wisely consider His deeds.

1010 The righteous will be glad in the LORD ,
and seek refuge in Him,
and all the upright in heart will glory.
For the Music Director. A Psalm of David. A Song.

Praise awaits You, O God, in Zion;
and to You a vow will be fulfilled.

22 O You who hears prayer,
to You all flesh will come.

33 Iniquities are stronger than me;

as for our transgressions, You atone for them.
44 Blessed is the man You choose and allow to draw

near;
he will dwell in Your courts.

We will be satisfied with the goodness of Your house,
even of Your holy temple.

55 In righteousness You will answer us gloriously,
O God of our salvation,

You, who are the confidence of all the ends of the
earth,

and of those who are afar off on the sea;
66 who established the mountains by His strength,
being clothed with might;

77 who stills the noise of the seas,
the noise of their waves,
and the tumult of peoples.

88 Those who dwell in the uttermost parts
are in awe because of Your signs;
You make the going out of the morning and evening

rejoice.
99 You visit the earth, and water it;
You enrich it

with the river of God, which is full of water;
You prepare their grain,
for thus You have established it.

1010 You water its furrows abundantly;
You settle its ridges;

You soften it with showers;
You bless its sprouting.

1111 You crown the year with Your goodness,
and Your paths drip abundance.

1212 They drip on the pastures of the wilderness,
and the hills clothe themselves with rejoicing.

1313 The pastures are clothed with flocks;
the valleys also are covered with grain;
they shout for joy, they also sing.

For the Music Director. A Song. A Psalm.
Shout joyfully to God, all you lands!

22 Sing out the glory of His name;
make His praise glorious.

33 Say to God, “How awesome are Your works!
Through the greatness of Your power
Your enemies cringe before You.

44 All the earth will worship You
and will sing to You;
they will sing to Your name.” Selah

55 Come and see the works of God;
He is awesome in His doings toward mankind.

66 He turned the sea into dry land;
they crossed the river on foot;
there we rejoiced in Him.

77 He rules by His power forever;
His eyes keep watch on the nations;
do not let the rebellious exalt themselves. Selah

88 Oh, bless our God, you people,
and make the voice of His praise to be heard,

99 who keeps our soul among the living,
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and does not allow our feet to slip.
1010 For You, O God, have proved us;
You have refined us, as silver is refined.

1111 You brought us into the net;
You placed distress on our backs.

1212 You have allowed people to ride over our heads;
we went through fire and through water;
but You brought us out into a well-watered place.

1313 I will go into Your house with burnt offerings;
I will fulfill my vows to You,

1414 which my lips have uttered,
and my mouth spoke when I was in trouble.

1515 I will offer You burnt sacrifices of fat animals,
with the incense of rams;
I will offer bulls with goats. Selah

1616 Come and hear, all you who fear God,
and I will declare what He has done for my soul.

1717 I cried to Him with my mouth,
and He was extolled with my tongue.

1818 If I regard iniquity in my heart,
the Lord will not hear me;

1919 but certainly God has heard me;
He has attended to the voice of my prayer.

2020 Blessed be God,
who has not turned away my prayer,
nor His mercy from me.

For the Music Director. With stringed instruments. A
Psalm. A Song.

May God be gracious to us, and bless us,
and cause His face to shine on us; Selah

22 that Your way may be known on earth,
Your salvation among all nations.

33 Let the peoples praise You, O God;
let all the peoples praise You.

44 Oh, let the nations be glad and sing for joy;
for You will judge the people uprightly,
and lead the nations on earth. Selah

55 Let the peoples praise You, O God;
let all the peoples praise You.

66 Then will the earth yield its produce,
and God, our God, will bless us.

77 God will bless us,
and all the ends of the earth will fear Him.
For the Music Director. A Psalm of David. A Song.

Let God arise, let His enemies be scattered;
let those who hate Him flee before Him.

22 As smoke is driven away,
You drive them away;

as wax melts before the fire,
so may the wicked perish before God.

33 But let the righteous be glad;
let them rejoice before God;
let them rejoice exceedingly.

44 Sing to God, sing praises to His name;
raise a song to Him who rides through the deserts—

His name is the LORD ;

exult before Him.
55 A father of the fatherless, and a protector of the

widows,
is God in His holy habitation.

66 God sets the deserted in families;
He brings out prisoners into prosperity,
but the rebellious dwell in a dry land.

77 O God, when You went forth before Your people,
when You marched through the wasteland, Selah

88 the earth shook;
the heavens also poured down rrainain

at the presence of God; even Sinai shook
at the presence of God, the God of Israel.

99 You, O God, sent plentiful rain;
You established Your inheritance when it was weary.

1010 Your congregation has lived in it;
You, O God, by Your goodness have prepared for the

poor.
1111 The Lord gave the word;
great was the company of women who proclaimed

it:
1212 “Kings of armies flee; they flee!”
Even the women who were at home divided the

spoil.
1313 Though you sleep between the sheepfolds,
yet you will be like the wings of a dove overlaid with

silver,
and its feathers with yellow gold.

1414 When the Almighty scattered kings in it,
it was white as snow on Mount Zalmon.

1515 The mountain of God is as the mountain of Bashan;
a mountain of many peaks like the mountain of

Bashan.
1616 Why are you envious, you mountains of many

peaks?
This is the mountain which God desires to dwell in;
yes, the LORD will dwell in it forever.

1717 The chariots of God are twice ten thousand, even
thousands of thousands;

the Lord is among them, as in Sinai, in the holy
place.

1818 You have ascended on high,
You have led captivity captive;
You have received gifts from people,

yes, even from the rebellious,
that the LORD God might dwell among them.

1919 Blessed be the Lord, who daily loads us with bene-
fits,

even the God who is our salvation. Selah
2020 That God is for us, the God of saving acts;
and to GOD the Lord belongs escape from death.

2121 But God will shatter the head of His enemies,
and the scalp of one who walks in his trespasses.

2222 The Lord said, “I will cause them to return from
Bashan,

I will bring my people again from the depths of the
sea,
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2323 that your foot may stomp in the blood of your ene-
mies,

and the tongue of your dogs may have a portion in
it.”

2424 They have seen Your processions, O God,
the processions of my God, my King, in the sanctu-

ary.
2525 The singers went before,
the players on instruments followed after;
among them were the young women playing tam-

bourines.
2626 Bless God in the congregations,
the LORD , from the fountain of Israel.

2727 There is little Benjamin leading them,
the princes of Judah and their throng of people,
the princes of Zebulun, and the princes of Naphtali.

2828 Your God has commanded your strength;
strengthen, O God, what You have done for us.

2929 From Your temple above Jerusalem,
kings will bring gifts to You.

3030 Rebuke the animals that live among the reeds,
the herd of bulls, with the calves of the people,

until everyone submits himself with pieces of silver;
scatter peoples who delight in war.

3131 Ambassadors will come out of Egypt;
Ethiopia will stretch out its hands to God.

3232 Sing to God, you kingdoms of the earth;
oh, sing praises to the Lord; Selah

3333 to Him who rides on the heavens, the ancient heav-
ens;

He who sends out His voice, a mighty voice.
3434 Ascribe strength to God;
His majesty is over Israel,
and His strength is in the clouds.

3535 O God, You are awesome from Your sanctuaries;
the God of Israel is He who gives strength and pow-

er to people.
Blessed be God!

For the Music Director. To the melody of “Lilies.” A
Psalm of David.

Save me, O God!
For the waters have come up to my throat.

22 I sink in deep mire;
there is no standing place;

I have come into the watery depths,
and a stream overflows me.

33 I am weary of my crying;
my throat is parched;

my eyes fail
while I wait for my God.

44 Those who hate me without cause
are more than the hairs of my head;

they are mighty
who would destroy me, being my wrongful enemies,

so that I must pay back
what I did not steal.

55 O God, You know my folly,

and my sins are not hidden from You.
66 May those who wait on You,
O Lord GOD of Hosts,
not be ashamed because of me;

may those who seek You
not be humiliated because of me,
O God of Israel.

77 Because for Your sake I have endured insult;
humiliation has covered my face.

88 I have become estranged to my relatives,
and a foreigner to my mother’s children;

99 for the zeal of Your house has consumed me,
and the insults of those who insulted You fell on me.

1010 When I wept with fasting for my soul,
it became an insult to me.

1111 I also made sackcloth my garment,
and I became a byword to them.

1212 Those who sit in the gate speak against me,
and I am the song of the drunkards.

1313 But as for me, my prayer is to You, O LORD ;
in an acceptable time, O God,

in the abundance of Your mercy,
answer me in the truth of Your salvation.

1414 Deliver me out of the mire
that I may not sink;

may I be delivered from those who hate me,
and out of the watery depths.

1515 May the stream not overflow me;
neither may the deep swallow me up,
nor the pit close its mouth on me.

1616 Answer me, O LORD , for Your lovingkindness is
good;

turn Your face to me according to the abundance of
Your tender mercies.

1717 Do not hide Your face from Your servant,
for I am in trouble; answer me quickly.

1818 Draw near to my soul, and redeem it;
deliver me because of my enemies.

1919 You have known how I am insulted, and my shame
and my dishonor;

my adversaries are all before You.
2020 Insults have broken my heart,
and I am sick;

and I looked for some to take pity, but there was
none;

and for comforters, but I found none.
2121 They also gave me poison for my food,
and in my thirst they gave me vinegar to drink.

2222 May their table become a snare before them,
and may security become a trap.

2323 May their eyes be darkened so they do not see,
and make their sides shake continually.

2424 Pour out Your indignation on them,
and may Your wrathful anger overtake them.

2525 May their habitation be desolate,
and may no one dwell in their tents.

2626 For they persecute him whom You have struck
down,
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and they recount the pain of those You have wound-
ed.

2727 Add punishment to their iniquity,
and do not let them come into Your righteousness.

2828 Let them be blotted out of the book of the living,
and not be written along with the righteous.

2929 But I am poor and in pain;
may Your salvation, O God, set me secure on high.

3030 I will praise the name of God with a song,
and will magnify Him with thanksgiving.

3131 This also will please the LORD
more than an ox or bull with horns and hoofs.

3232 The humble will see this and be glad;
and you who seek God, may your heart live.

3333 For the LORD hears the poor,
and does not despise His prisoners.

3434 Let heaven and earth praise Him,
the seas and everything that moves in them.

3535 For God will save Zion,
and will build the cities of Judah;

that they may dwell there, and take possession of it.
3636 The descendants of His servants will inherit it;
and those who love His name will dwell in it.

Ps 40:13–17

For the Music Director. A Psalm of David. To bring re-
membrance.

Make haste, O God, to deliver me!
Make haste to help me, O LORD .

22 May those who seek my life
be ashamed and confused;

may those who desire my harm
be driven back and humiliated.

33 May they turn back as a consequence of their
shame

who say “Aha! Aha!”
44 May all those who seek You
rejoice and be glad in You;

and may those who love Your salvation continually
say,

“God be magnified!”
55 But I am poor and needy;
make haste to me, O God!

You are my help and my deliverer;
O LORD , do not delay!

Ps 31:1–4
In You, O LORD , I seek refuge;

may I never be put to shame.
22 Deliver me in Your righteousness and help me es-

cape;
incline Your ear to me and save me.

33 Be my rock of refuge
to enter continually;

You have given commandment to save me;
for You are my rock and my stronghold.

44 Deliver me, O my God, out of the hand of the
wicked,

out of the hand of the unjust and cruel man.
55 For You are my hope, O Lord GOD ;

You are my confidence from my youth.
66 On You I have supported myself from the womb;
You took me out of my mother’s womb.
My praise will continually be about You.

77 I am like a wondrous sign to many;
You are my strong refuge.

88 My mouth will be filled with Your praise
and with Your glory all the day.

99 Do not cast me off in the time of old age;
do not forsake me when my strength fails.

1010 For my enemies speak against me;
and those who watch for my life take counsel to-

gether,
1111 saying, “God has forsaken him;
pursue and catch him,
for there is none to deliver him.”

1212 O God, do not be far from me;
O my God, act quickly to help me.

1313 May the adversaries of my life be ashamed and
confused;

may those who seek my harm
be enveloped in scorn and dishonor.

1414 But I will hope continually,
and will add to all Your praise.

1515 My mouth will declare Your righteousness
and Your salvation all the day,
for I cannot know their numbers.

1616 I will go in the strength of the Lord GOD ;
I will make mention of Your righteousness, of Yours

only.
1717 O God, You have taught me from my youth;
and until now I have proclaimed Your wondrous

works.
1818 Now also when I am old and gray,
O God, do not forsake me,

until I have proclaimed Your strength to this genera-
tion,

and Your power to everyone who is to come.
1919 Your righteousness, O God, reaches to the heights;
You have done great deeds;
O God, who is like You?

2020 You who have shown me great distresses and trou-
bles

will revive me again,
and will bring me up again
from the depths of the earth.

2121 You will increase my greatness,
and You will encircle and comfort me.

2222 I will give You thanks with the harp,
even Your truth, O my God;

to You I will sing with the lyre,
O Holy One of Israel.

2323 My lips will rejoice
when I sing to You,
and my soul, which You have redeemed.

2424 My tongue also will speak of Your righteousness
all the day long;

for those who seek my harm are ashamed,
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for they have been put to shame.
A Psalm of Solomon.

Give the king Your judgments, O God,
and Your righteousness to the king’s son.

22 May he judge Your people with righteousness,
and Your poor with justice.

33 May the mountains bring well-being to the people,
and the hills, in righteousness.

44 May he judge the poor of the people,
may he save the children of the needy,
and crush the oppressor.

55 May they fear You as long as the sun endures,
and the moon, throughout all generations.

66 May he descend like rain on the mown grass,
as showers dripping on the earth.

77 In his days may the righteous flourish,
and abundance of peace until the moon is no more.

88 May he have dominion from sea to sea,
and from the River to the ends of the earth.

99 May those who dwell in the wilderness bow before
him,

and his enemies lick the dust.
1010 May the kings of Tarshish and of the isles
bring presents;

the kings of Sheba and Seba
offer a gift.

1111 May all kings bow down before him;
may all nations serve him.

1212 Indeed, may he deliver the needy when he cries;
the poor also, and him who has no helper.

1313 May he have compassion on the poor and needy,
and save the lives of the needy.

1414 May he redeem their life from deceit and violence;
and may their blood be precious in his sight.

1515 May he live long,
and may one give him the gold of Sheba;

and pray for him continually;
and all day long may he be blessed.

1616 May there be abundance of grain in the earth
on the top of the mountains;

may its fruit shake like Lebanon;
and may those from the city flourish like grass of the

earth.
1717 May his name endure forever;
may his name increase as long as the sun.

May men be blessed in him;
may all nations call him blessed!

1818 Blessed be the LORD God, the God of Israel,
who alone does wondrous deeds.

1919 Blessed be His glorious name forever;
and may the whole earth be filled with His glory.

Amen, and Amen.
2020 The prayers of David the son of Jesse are ended.

BOOK THREEBOOK THREE

Psalms 73–89Psalms 73–89

A Psalm of Asaph.
Truly God is good to Israel,

to the pure in heart.
22 But as for me, my feet almost stumbled;
my steps had almost slipped.

33 For I was envious at the boastful;
I saw the prosperity of the wicked.

44 For there are no pains in their death;
their bodies are fat.

55 They are not in trouble as other people;
nor are they plagued like others.

66 Therefore pride is their necklace;
violence covers them as a garment.

77 Their eyes bulge with fatness;
they have more than a heart could wish.

88 They mock and speak with evil oppression;
they speak loftily.

99 They set their mouth against the heavens,
and their tongue struts through the earth.

1010 Therefore people turn to them,
and abundant waters are drunk by them.

1111 They say, “How does God know?
And is there knowledge with the Most High?”

1212 Observe, these are the wicked, always at ease;
they increase in riches.

1313 Surely I have kept my heart pure for nothing,
and washed my hands in innocence.

1414 For all the day long I am plagued,
and chastened every morning.

1515 If I said, “I will speak thus,”
I would have betrayed the generation of Your chil-

dren.
1616 When I thought to understand this,
it was troublesome in my eyes,

1717 until I went into the sanctuary of God;
then I understood their end.

1818 Surely You have set them in slippery places;
You have brought them down to ruin.

1919 How they come to desolation, as in a moment!
They have come to an end, utterly consumed with

terrors.
2020 As a dream when one awakes,
so, O Lord, when You awake,
You will despise their form.

2121 Thus my heart was embittered,
and I was pierced in my feelings.

2222 I was a brute and did not understand;
I was as a beast before You.

2323 Nevertheless I am continually with You;
You have held me by my right hand.

2424 You will guide me with Your counsel,
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and afterward receive me to glory.
2525 Whom have I in heaven but You?
And there is nothing on earth that I desire besides

You.
2626 My flesh and my heart fails,
but God is the strength of my heart
and my portion forever.

2727 For those who are far from You will perish;
You destroy everyone who is unfaithful to You.

2828 But it is good for me to draw near to God;
I have taken my refuge in the Lord GOD ,
that I may declare all Your works.

A Contemplative Maskil of Asaph.
O God, why have You cast us off forever?

Why does Your anger smoke against the sheep
of Your pasture?

22 Remember Your congregation, which You have pur-
chased of old,

the rod of Your inheritance, which You have re-
deemed,

this Mount Zion, where You have lived.
33 Move Your footsteps to the perpetual desolations,
to all the harm the enemy has done in the sanctu-

ary.
44 Your enemies roar in the midst of Your meeting

place;
they set up their miracles for signs.

55 They seem like men who lift up axes
on a thicket of trees.

66 But now they strike down its carved work altogether
with axes and hammers.

77 They have cast fire into Your sanctuary;
they have defiled the dwelling place of Your name to

the ground.
88 They said in their hearts, “Let us destroy them to-

gether.”
They have burned up all the meeting places of God

in the land.
99 We do not see our signs;
there is no longer any prophet,
nor is there among us any who knows how long.

1010 O God, how long will the adversary scorn?
Will the enemy blaspheme Your name forever?

1111 Why do You withdraw Your hand, Your right hand?
Draw it out of Your bosom and destroy them!

1212 For God is my King of old,
working salvation in the midst of the earth.

1313 You divided the sea by Your strength;
You broke the heads of the dragons on the waters.

1414 You crushed the heads of Leviathan in pieces,
and gave him for food to the people inhabiting the

wilderness.
1515 You split the fountain and the flood;
You dried up ever-flowing rivers.

1616 The day is Yours, the night also is Yours;
You have prepared the light and the sun.

1717 You have established all the borders of the earth;

You have made summer and winter.
1818 Remember this, that the enemy has scorned, O

LORD ,
and that the foolish people have blasphemed Your

name.
1919 Do not give the life of Your turtledove to a wild ani-

mal;
do not forget the life of Your poor forever.

2020 Have regard for the covenant;
for the dark places of the earth are full of the habita-

tions of violence.
2121 May the oppressed not return ashamed;
may the poor and needy praise Your name.

2222 Arise, O God, plead Your own cause;
remember how the fool insults You daily.

2323 Do not forget the voice of Your enemies,
the tumult of those who rise up against You continu-

ally.
For the Music Director. To the melody of “Do Not De-

stroy.” A Psalm of Asaph. A Song.
We give thanks to You, O God;

we give thanks, and Your name is near;
Your wondrous works declare it.

22 When I select an appointed time,
I will judge with equity.

33 Though the earth and all its inhabitants are sway-
ing,

I steady its pillars. Selah
44 I said to the boastful, “Do not boast,”
and to the wicked, “Do not lift up your horn.

55 Do not lift up your horn on high,
or speak with an arrogant neck.”

66 For neither from the east nor west,
nor from the wilderness comes victory.

77 But God is the judge;
He brings one low, and lifts up another.

88 For in the hand of the LORD there is a cup,
and it is full of mixed, foaming wine,

and He pours from it;
surely all the wicked of the earth will find and drink

its dregs.
99 But I will declare forever,
I will sing praises to the God of Jacob.

1010 All the horns of the wicked I will cut off,
but the horns of the righteous will be exalted.

For the Music Director. With stringed instruments. A
Psalm of Asaph. A Song.

In Judah God is known;
in Israel His name is great.

22 In Salem is His abode,
and His dwelling place in Zion.

33 There He broke the fiery arrows of the bow,
the shield, the sword, and the weapons ofweapons of war. Selah

44 You are more glorious and excellent
than the mountains of prey.

55 The strong of heart have been plundered;
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they have been put to sleep;
and none of the mighty men
could use their hands.

66 At Your rebuke, O God of Jacob,
both the chariot and horse lay stunned.

77 You, even You, are to be feared;
and who may stand in Your sight from the moment

of Your anger?
88 From the heavens You gave their judgment,
and the earth feared and was silent,

99 when God arose to judgment,
to save all the meek of the earth. Selah

1010 Surely the wrath of people shall bring You praise;
the remainder of wrath You shall put on.

1111 Make your vows to the LORD your God, and fulfill
them;

let all who surround Him
bring tribute to Him who is to be feared.

1212 He reduces the spirit of princes,
and is feared among the kings of the earth.

For the Music Director. To Jeduthun. A Psalm of Asaph.
I cried out to God with my voice,

even to God with my voice; and He listened to
me.

22 In the day of my trouble I sought the Lord;
in the night my hand is stretched out and does not

weary,
my soul refuses to be comforted.

33 I remember God, and I groan;
I complain, and my spirit is overwhelmed. Selah

44 You hold my eyelids open;
I am so troubled that I cannot speak.

55 I have considered the days of old,
the years long ago.

66 May I remember my song in the night;
may I meditate in my heart;
my spirit made a diligent search:

77 “Will the Lord cast off forever,
and will He be favorable no more?

88 Has His mercy ceased forever,
and have His promises failed for all time?

99 Has God forgotten to be gracious,
and has He in anger shut up His tender mercies?”

Selah
1010 Then I said, “This is my grief;
yet I will remember the years of the right hand of

the Most High.”
1111 I will remember the works of the LORD ;
surely I will remember Your wonders of old.

1212 I will meditate also on all Your work
and ponder on Your mighty deeds.

1313 Your way, O God, is holiness;
what god is as great as our God?

1414 You are the God who can do wonders;
You have declared Your strength among the nations.

1515 You have with Your arm redeemed Your people,
the children of Jacob and Joseph. Selah

1616 The waters saw You, O God.
The waters saw You; they were afraid;
the depths also trembled.

1717 The clouds poured out water;
the skies thundered.
Your arrows flashed about.

1818 The sound of Your thunder was in the whirlwind,
and Your lightning lit up the world;
the earth trembled and shook.

1919 Your way is through the sea,
and Your path in the great waters,
and your footsteps are not seen.

2020 You led Your people like a flock
by the hand of Moses and Aaron.

A Contemplative Maskil of Asaph.
Give ear, O my people, to my teaching;

incline your ears to the words of my mouth.
22 I will open my mouth in a parable;
I will utter insightful sayings of old,

33 which we have heard and known,
what our fathers have told us.

44 We will not hide them from their children,
but will tell the coming generation

the praises of the LORD ,
and His strength, and the wonderful works that He

has done.
55 For He established a rule in Jacob,
and appointed a law in Israel,

which He commanded our fathers
that they should make them known to their children,

66 that the generation to come might know them,
even the children who are not yet born,
who will arise and declare them to their children:

77 that they might set their hope in God
and not forget the works of God,
but keep His commandments,

88 and they might not be as their fathers,
a stubborn and rebellious generation,

a generation that did not set their heart steadfast,
and whose spirit was not faithful to God.

99 The people of Ephraim, being armed with bows,
turned back in the day of battle.

1010 They did not keep the covenant of God
and refused to walk in His law;

1111 and they forgot His works
and the wonders that He had shown them.

1212 In the sight of their ancestors He did marvelous
wonders

in the land of Egypt, in the field of Zoan.
1313 He divided the sea and caused them to pass

through,
and He made the waters to stand as a heap.

1414 In the daytime He led them with a cloud,
and all the night with a light of fire.

1515 He split rocks in the wilderness
and gave them abundance to drink as out of the

great depths.
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1616 He brought streams out of the rock
and caused waters to run down like rivers.

1717 They sinned yet more against Him
by provoking the Most High in the wilderness.

1818 They tested God in their heart
by demanding the food that they craved.

1919 They spoke against God by saying,
“Can God furnish a table in the wilderness?

2020 Behold, He struck the rock, so that the waters
gushed out

and the streams overflowed.
Can He give bread
or provide meat for His people?”

2121 Therefore the LORD heard this and was full of
wrath;

a fire was kindled against Jacob,
and anger also came up against Israel,

2222 because they did not believe in God
nor trust in His deliverance.

2323 Yet He had commanded the skies above
and opened the doors of heaven,

2424 and He rained down manna upon them to eat
and gave them the grain of heaven.

2525 Man ate the food of mighty angels;
He sent them bread in abundance.

2626 He caused an east wind to blow in the heavens,
and by His power He brought out a south wind.

2727 He rained meat on them as dust,
and winged birds as the sand of the sea;

2828 and He let them fall in the midst of their camp
all around their habitations.

2929 So they ate and were satisfied,
for He gave them their own desire;

3030 while they were not yet filled up,
and while the meat was still in their mouths,

3131 the wrath of God came upon them,
and He killed the strongest of them
and struck down the young men of Israel.

3232 For all this they sinned still,
and did not believe despite His wondrous works.

3333 Therefore He made their days vanish like a breath,
and their years in trouble.

3434 When He killed them, then they sought Him;
they turned back and longed for God.

3535 They remembered that God was their rock,
and the Most High God their redeemer.

3636 Nevertheless they flattered Him with their mouth,
and they lied to Him with their tongues;

3737 for their heart was not devoted to Him,
neither were they committed to His covenant.

3838 But He being full of compassion
forgave their iniquity
and did not destroy them.

He constantly restrained His anger,
and did not stir up all His wrath;

3939 for He remembered that they were but flesh,
like a wind that passes away and does not return.

4040 How often they provoked Him in the wilderness

and grieved Him in the desert!
4141 Yes, they tested God over and over,
and provoked the Holy One of Israel.

4242 They did not remember His power,
nor the day when He delivered them from the ene-

my,
4343 how He had performed His signs in Egypt
and His wonders in the fields of Zoan:

4444 and He turned their rivers into blood,
so that they could not drink from their streams.

4545 He sent swarms of flies among them, which de-
voured them,

and frogs, which destroyed them.
4646 He gave also their crops to the grasshopper
and the fruit of their labor to the locust.

4747 He destroyed their vines with hail
and their sycamore trees with frost.

4848 He gave up their cattle also to the hail
and their flocks to thunderbolts.

4949 He cast upon them the fierceness of His anger,
wrath, indignation, and trouble,
by sending angels bringing disaster.

5050 He made a path for His anger;
He did not spare them from death,
but gave their lives over to the plague,

5151 And struck down all the firstborn in Egypt,
the first fruits of their strength in the tents of Ham.

5252 Then He led out His own people like sheep
and guided them in the wilderness like a flock;

5353 He led them in safety, so that they were not afraid,
but the sea overwhelmed their enemies.

5454 He brought them to the border of His holy land,
to the mountain that His right hand had acquired.

5555 He cast out the nations also before them,
and divided for them their tribal allotments,
and made the tribes of Israel dwell in their tents.

5656 Yet they tested and provoked the Most High God,
and did not keep His commands,

5757 but turned back and acted unfaithfully like their fa-
thers;

they turned aside like a deceitful bow.
5858 For they provoked Him to anger with their high

places
and moved Him to jealousy with their graven im-

ages.
5959 When God heard this, He was full of wrath
and greatly rejected Israel

6060 so that He left the tabernacle at Shiloh,
the tent where He lived among people,

6161 and delivered His strength to captivity
and His glory into the enemy’s hand.

6262 He gave His people over also to the sword;
He was enraged with His inheritance.

6363 The fire consumed their young men,
and their maidens were not given to marriage in

song.
6464 Their priests fell by the sword,
and their widows made no lamentation.
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6565 Then the Lord awoke as one out of sleep,
and like a mighty man who shouts because of wine.

6666 He routed His enemies back,
and He made them a perpetual reproach.

6767 Moreover, He rejected the tent of Joseph,
and He did not choose the tribe of Ephraim,

6868 but chose the tribe of Judah,
Mount Zion which He loves.

6969 He built His sanctuary like the high heavens,
like the earth that He has established perpetually.

7070 He chose David His servant
and took him from the sheepfolds;

7171 from following the nursing ewes He brought him
to shepherd Jacob His people,
and Israel His inheritance.

7272 So he shepherded them according to the integrity
of his heart

and guided them by the skillfulness of his hands.
A Psalm of Asaph.

O God, the nations have come into Your inheri-
tance;

Your holy temple they have defiled;
they have laid JERusalem in ruins.

22 The dead bodies of Your servants
they have given to the birds of the sky for food
and the flesh of Your faithful to the animals of the

land.
33 Their blood they have poured out like water
all around Jerusalem,
and there was no one to bury them.

44 We have become a reproach to our neighbors,
a scorn and derision to those who are around us.

55 How long, O LORD ? Will You be angry forever?
Will Your jealousy burn like fire?

66 Pour out Your wrath
upon the nations who do not know You,

and upon the kingdoms
who have not called upon Your name.

77 For they have devoured Jacob,
and laid waste his dwelling place.

88 Do not choose to remember our former iniquities;
let Your tender mercies come swiftly to us,
for we are brought very low.

99 Help us, O God of our salvation,
for the glory of Your name;

deliver us, and purge away our sins,
for Your name’s sake.

1010 Why should the nations say,
“Where is their God?”

May the avenging of the shed blood of Your servants
be known among the nations before our eyes.

1111 Let the groans of the prisoners come before You;
according to the greatness of Your power
preserve those who are appointed to die.

1212 And render unto our neighbors sevenfold into their
lap

the reproach that they have reproached You, O Lord.

1313 But we are Your people, the sheep of Your pasture,
and will give You thanks forever;

we will declare Your praise
to all generations.

For the Music Director. To the melody of “Lilies of the
Testimony.” A Psalm of Asaph.

Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel,
You who lead Joseph like a flock;

You who are enthroned between the cherubim, shine
forth.

22 In the sight of Ephraim and Benjamin and Man-
asseh,
stir up Your strength,
and come and rescue us.

33 Restore us again, O God,
and cause Your face to shine,
and we shall be delivered.

44 O LORD God of Hosts,
how long will You be angry
against the prayers of Your people?

55 You have fed them with the bread of tears
and have given them tears to drink in great mea-

sure.
66 You make us contention for our neighbors,
and our enemies laugh among themselves.

77 Restore us again, O God of Hosts,
and cause Your face to shine,
and we shall be delivered.

88 You have brought a vine out of Egypt;
You have cast out the nations and planted it.

99 You cleared the grgroundound for it;
it took deep root and filled the land.

1010 The mountains were covered with its shadow
and the mighty cedars with its branches.

1111 It sent out its branches to the sea
and its shoots to the River.

1212 Why have You then broken down its walls,
so that all those who pass by the way pluck its fruitfruit ?

1313 The boar from the woods ravages it,
and the insects of the field devour it.

1414 Return again, O God of Hosts;
look down from heaven, and behold,

have regard for this vine
1515 and the root that Your right hand has planted,
and the shoots that You made strong for Yourself.

1616 It is burned with fire; it is cut down;
may they perish at the rebuke from Your presence.

1717 Let Your hand be upon the man of Your right hand,
the son of man whom You made strong for Yourself.

1818 So we will not turn back from You;
give us life, and we will call upon Your name.

1919 Restore us again, O LORD God of Hosts;
cause Your face to shine,
and we shall be delivered.
For the Music Director. According to The Gittith. A

Psalm of Asaph.
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Sing aloud unto God our strength;
make a joyful noise unto the God of Jacob.

22 Lift up a melody, and sound the tambourine,
the pleasant lyre with the harp.

33 Blow the trumpet at the New Moon,
at the full moon on our feast day.

44 For this is a statute for Israel,
a decree of the God of Jacob.

55 This He ordained in Joseph as a decree
when He went out against the land of Egypt.
I heard a voice that I had not known:

66 “I removed his shoulder from the burden;
his hands were released from holding the basket.

77 You called in trouble, and I delivered you;
I answered you in the secret place of thunder;
I tested you at the waters of Meribah. Selah

88 Hear, O My people, and I will testify against you.
O Israel, if you would listen to me!

99 There shall be no strange god among you;
neither shall you bow down to any strange god.

1010 I am the LORD your God,
who brought you out of the land of Egypt;
open your mouth wide, and I will fill it.

1111 “But My people would not listen to My voice;
Israel would not submit to Me.

1212 So I gave them up to their stubborn hearts,
to walk in their own counsels.

1313 “Oh, that My people would listen to Me,
and Israel would follow in My ways!

1414 I would soon subdue their enemies,
and turn My hand against their adversaries.

1515 Let those who hate the LORD cower before Him
and their fate might last forever.

1616 But I would feed them with the finest of wheat,
and with honey out of the rock I would satisfy you.”

A Psalm of Asaph.
God stands among the divine council;

He renders judgment among the gods.
22 “How long will you all judge unjustly
and accept partiality of the wicked? Selah

33 Defend the poor and fatherless;
vindicate the afflicted and needy.

44 Grant escape to the abused and the destitute,
pluck them out of the hand of the false.

55 “They have neither knowledge nor understanding;
they walk in darkness:
all the foundations of the earth are shaken.”

66 I have said, “You are gods,
sons of the Most High, all of you,

77 but you all shall die like men,
and fall like a man, O princes.”

88 Arise, O God, judge the earth,
for You shall inherit all nations.

A Song. A Psalm of Asaph.
Do not keep Your silence, O God;

do not hold Your peace or be still, O God.

22 For, look, Your enemies make an uproar,
and those who hate You have lifted up their heads.

33 They have given crafty counsel against Your people,
and have consulted against Your treasured ones.

44 They have said, “Come, and let us cut them off from
being a nation,

that the name of Israel may be no more remem-
bered.”

55 For they have conspired together;
they make a covenant against You—

66 the tents of Edom and the Ishmaelites,
even Moab and the Hagrites;

77 Gebal and Ammon and Amalek,
the Philistines with the inhabitants of Tyre;

88 Assyria also is joined with them,
they are the strength of the descendants of Lot. Se-

lah
99 Do to them as You did to the Midianites,
as to Sisera and Jabin at the river of Kishon,

1010 who perished at Endor;
they became as dung for the ground.

1111 Make their nobles like Oreb and Zeeb;
yes, all their princes as Zebah and Zalmunna,

1212 who said, “Let us take for ourselves
the pastures of God as a possession.”

1313 O my God, make them like a tumbleweed,
as stubble before the wind.

1414 As fire burns a forest,
and as the flame sets the mountains ablaze,

1515 so pursue them with Your storm,
and make them afraid with Your hurricane.

1616 Fill their faces with shame,
that they may seek your name, O LORD .

1717 Let them be confounded and troubled forever;
yes, let them be put to shame and perish,

1818 that they may know that You, whose name alone is
the LORD ,

are the Most High over all the earth.
For the Music Director. According to The Gittith. A

Psalm of the sons of Korah.
How lovely is Your dwelling place,

O LORD of Hosts!
22 My soul longs, yes, even faints
for the courts of the LORD ;

my heart and my body cry out
for the living God.

33 Yes, the sparrow has found a home
and the swallow a nest for herself,
where she may lay her young,

even at Your altars,
O LORD of Hosts, my King and my God.

44 Blessed are those who dwell in Your house;
they continually praise You. Selah

55 Blessed is the man whose strength is in You,
in whose heart are the paths to ZionZion .

66 As they pass through the Valley of Baca,
they makes it a spring;

PSALMS 81:2 426 PSALMS 84:6



8585

8686

8787

the early rain also covers it with pools.
77 They go from strength to strength;
every one of them appears in Zion before God.

88 O LORD God of Hosts, hear my prayer,
and give ear, O God of Jacob. Selah

99 Behold, O God our shield,
and look upon the face of Your anointed.

1010 For a day in Your courts is better
than a thousand elsewhere.

I had rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God
than to dwell in the tents of wickedness.

1111 For the LORD God is a sun and shield;
the LORD will give favor and glory,

for no good thing will He withhold
from the one who walks uprightly.

1212 O LORD of Hosts,
blessed is the man who trusts in You.

For the Music Director. A Psalm of the songs of Korah.
LORD , You have been favorable to Your land;
You have brought back the captivity of Jacob.

22 You have forgiven the iniquity of Your people;
You have covered all their sin. Selah

33 You have withdrawn all Your wrath;
You have turned from the fierceness of Your anger.

44 Restore us, O God of our salvation,
and put away Your indignation toward us.

55 Will You be angry with us forever?
Will You draw out Your anger to all generations?

66 Will You not revive us again,
that Your people may rejoice in You?

77 Show us Your mercy, O LORD ,
and grant us Your deliverance.

88 I will hear what God the LORD will speak,
for He will speak peace to His people and to His

saints,
but let them not turn again to folly.

99 Surely His salvation is near to them who fear Him,
that glory may dwell in our land.

1010 Mercy and truth have met together;
righteousness and peace have kissed.

1111 Truth springs from the ground,
and righteousness looks down from the sky.

1212 Yes, the LORD gives that which is good,
and our land shall yield its increase.

1313 Righteousness shall go before Him
and prepare a way for His footsteps.

A Prayer of David.
Incline Your ear, O LORD , and answer me,

for I am oppressed and needy.
22 Preserve my soul, for I am godly;
You are my God; save Your servant
who trusts in You.

33 Have mercy on me, O Lord,
for to You I cry all day long.

44 Gladden the soul of Your servant,
for to You, O Lord,

I lift my soul.
55 For You, Lord, are good, and forgiving,
abounding in kindness to all who call on You.

66 Give ear, O LORD , to my prayer,
and attend to my plea for mercy.

77 In the day of my trouble I will call upon You,
for You will answer me.

88 Among the gods there is none like You, O Lord;
neither are there any works like Your works.

99 All nations whom You have made
shall come and worship before You, O Lord,
and shall glorify Your name.

1010 For You are great and do wondrous deeds;
You are God alone.

1111 Teach me Your way, O LORD ,
that I will walk in Your truth;

bind my heart
to fear Your name.

1212 I will give You thanks, O Lord my God, with all my
heart,

and I will glorify Your name forever.
1313 For great is Your mercy toward me,
and You have delivered my soul from the depths of

Sheol.
1414 O God, insolent men have risen against me,
and bands of violent men have sought my life;
they have not set You before them.

1515 But You, O Lord, are a God full of compassion and
gracious,

slow to anger, and abundant in mercy and truth.
1616 Turn to me and have mercy on me;
give Your strength to Your servant,
and save the humblehumble son of Your female servant.

1717 Show me a sign of Your favor,
that those who hate me may see it and be ashamed
because You, LORD , have helped and comforted

me.
A Psalm of the sons of Korah. A Song.

The city of His foundation is on the holy moun-
tain.

22 The LORD loves the gates of Zion
more than all the dwelling places of Jacob.

33 Glorious things are spoken of you,
O city of God. Selah.

44 I will make mention of Rahab and Babylon
to those who know Me;

look, Philistia and Tyre with Ethiopia;
“This man was born there.”

55 But of Zion it shall be said,
“This one and that one were born in her,”
for the Most High shall make her secure.

66 The LORD shall count when He registers the people,
“This one was born there.” Selah

77 As well the singers and the players of instruments
say,

“All my springs are in you.”
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For the Music Director. A Song. A Psalm of the sons of
Korah. To the melody of “Suffering of Affliction.” A

Contemplative Maskil of Heman the Ezrahite.
O LORD , God of my salvation,

I cry out day and night before You.
22 Let my prayer come before You;
incline Your ear to my cry.

33 For my soul is full of troubles,
and my life draws near to Sheol.

44 I am counted with those who go down to the grave;
I am a man who has no strength,

55 like one who is set free among the dead,
like the slain who lie in the grave,

like those whom You remember no more,
for they are cut off from Your hand.

66 You have laid me in the depths of the pit,
in dark and deep regions.

77 Your wrath lies heavy upon me,
and You have afflicted me with all Your waves. Selah

88 You have caused my companions to be far from me;
You have made me an abomination to them;

I am shut up, and I cannot escape;
99 my eye is dim from my affliction.

LORD , I call daily upon You,
and I have stretched out my hands to You.

1010 Will You show wonders to the dead?
Shall the dead rise up to praise You? Selah

1111 Shall Your lovingkindness be declared in the grave,
or your faithfulness in Abaddon?

1212 Shall Your wonders be known in the darkness
or Your righteousness in the land of forgetfulness?

1313 But unto You have I cried, O LORD ,
and in the morning my prayer comes before You.

1414 O LORD , why do You cast away my soul?
Why do You hide Your face from me?

1515 I am afflicted and close to death since my youth;
while I suffer Your terrors I am helpless.

1616 Your fierce wrath sweeps over me;
Your terrors destroy me.

1717 They come around me daily like a flood;
they encircle me together.

1818 You have caused to be far from me my lovers and
friends,

and my companion is darkness.
A Contemplative Maskil of Ethan the Ezrahite.

I will sing of the mercies of the LORD forever;
with my mouth I will make known Your faith-

fulness to all generations.
22 For I have said, “Mercy shall be built up forever;
Your faithfulness shall be established in the heav-

ens.”
33 You have said, “I have made a covenant with my

chosen one;
I have sworn to David my servant:

44 ‘Your offspring I will establish forever,
and build up your throne for all generations.’” Selah

55 Let the heavens praise Your wonders, O LORD ;

Your faithfulness also in the assembly of the holy
ones.

66 For who in the skies can be compared to the LORD ?
Who among the heavenlyheavenly sons is like the LORD ?

77 God is greatly to be feared in the assembly of the
holy ones

and awesome to all those who surround Him.
88 O LORD God of Hosts, who is a mighty LORD like

You,
with Your faithfulness all around You?

99 You rule the raging of the sea;
when the waves arise, You still them.

1010 You crushed Rahab like a corpse;
You scattered Your enemies with Your strong arm.

1111 The heavens are Yours; the earth also is Yours;
the world and all that is in it, You have founded

them.
1212 The north and the south, You have created them;
Tabor and Hermon rejoice in Your name.

1313 You have a mighty arm,
and strong is Your hand, and victorious is Your right

hand.
1414 Righteousness and justice are the foundation of

Your throne;
mercy and truth shall go before Your presence.

1515 Blessed are the people who know the joyful shout.
They walk, O LORD , in the light of Your presence.

1616 In Your name they rejoice all the day,
and in Your righteousness they shall be exalted.

1717 For You are the beauty of their strength;
by Your favor our horn is exalted.

1818 For the LORD is our shield of defense,
and the Holy One of Israel is our king.

1919 Long ago You spoke in a vision
to Your godly one and said:

“I have given help to one who is mighty;
I have exalted one chosen from the people.

2020 I have found David, My servant;
with My holy oil I have anointed him:

2121 By whom My hand shall be established;
My arm also shall strengthen him.

2222 The enemy shall not take tribute from him,
nor the wicked humiliate him.

2323 I will beat down his foes before him
and strike down those who hate him.

2424 My faithfulness and My mercy shall be with him,
and in My name his horn shall be exalted.

2525 I will set his hand on the sea
and his right hand on the rivers.

2626 He shall cry unto Me, ‘You are my Father, my God,
and the Rock of my salvation.’

2727 Also I will make him my firstborn,
the highest of the kings of the earth.

2828 In My mercy I will keep him forever,
and My covenant shall stand firm with him.

2929 His offspring also I will establish forever
and his throne as the days of heaven.

3030 “If his children forsake My law
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and do not walk in My judgments,
3131 if they break My statutes
and do not keep My commandments,

3232 then I will punish their transgression with the rod
and their iniquity with lashes.

3333 Nevertheless My lovingkindness I will not remove
from him

nor be false in My faithfulness.
3434 My covenant I will not violate
nor alter the word that has gone out from My lips.

3535 Once and for all I have sworn by My holiness
that I will not lie to David:

3636 His offspring shall endure forever,
and his throne as the sun before Me;

3737 it shall be established forever as the moon
and as a faithful witness in the heavens.” Selah

3838 But now You have cast off and rejected himhim ,
You have been wrathful with Your anointed king.

3939 You have renounced the covenant with Your ser-
vant;

You have defiled his crown by casting it to the
ground.

4040 You have broken down all his walls;
You have brought his strongholds to ruin.

4141 All who pass by the way plunder him;
he is a reproach to his neighbors.

4242 You have set high the right hand of his adversaries;
You have made all his enemies rejoice.

4343 You have also turned back the edge of his sword
and have not made him stand in battle.

4444 You have made his glory cease
and cast his throne down to the ground.

4545 The days of his youth You have shortened;
You have covered him with shame. Selah

4646 How long, O LORD ? Will You hide Yourself forever?
How long shall Your wrath burn like fire?

4747 Remember how short my time is!
Why have You made all people in such emptiness?

4848 What man can live and not see death?
Who can deliver his soul from the power of Sheol?

Selah
4949 Lord, where are Your former lovingkindnesses,
which You swore to David in Your faithfulness?

5050 Remember, O Lord, the reproach of Your servants
and how I bear in my heart the insultsthe insults of the many

nations,
5151 which Your enemies taunt, O LORD ,
with which they mock the footsteps of Your anoint-

ed king.
5252 Blessed be the LORD forever!
Amen and Amen.

BOOK FOURBOOK FOUR

Psalms 90–106Psalms 90–106

A Prayer of Moses, the man of God.

Lord, You have been our dwelling place
in all generations.

22 Before the mountains were brought forth,
or You had formed the earth and the world,
even from everlasting to everlasting You are God.

33 You return man to the dust
and say, “Return, you children of men.”

44 For a thousand years in Your sight
are but as yesterday when it is past,
or as a night watch in the night time.

55 You carry them away as with a flood;
they are as a dream, like renewed grass in the morn-

ing:
66 In the morning it flourishes and grows up;
in the evening it fades and withers.

77 For we are consumed by Your anger,
and by Your wrath we are terrified.

88 You have set our iniquities before You,
even our secret sins in the light of Your presence.

99 For all our days pass away in your wrath;
we end our years with a groan.

1010 The years of our life are seventy,
and if by reason of strength eighty;

yet their length is toil and sorrow,
for they soon end, and we fly away.

1111 Who knows the power of Your anger?
Or Your wrath according to Your fear?

1212 So teach us to number our days,
that we may apply our hearts to wisdom.

1313 Return, O LORD , how long?
Have mercy on Your servants.

1414 Satisfy us in the early morning with Your mercy,
that we may rejoice and be glad all our days.

1515 Make us glad according to the days that You have
afflicted us,

and the years that we have seen evil.
1616 Let Your work be displayed to Your servants
and Your glory to their children.

1717 Let the beauty of the LORD our God be upon us,
and establish the work of our hands among us;
yes, establish the work of our hands.

He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High
shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty.

22 I will say of the LORD , “He is my refuge and my
fortress,

my God in whom I trust.”
33 Surely He shall deliver you from the snare of the

hunter
and from the deadly pestilence.

44 He shall cover you with His feathers,
and under His wings you shall find protection;
His faithfulness shall be your shield and wall.

55 You shall not be afraid of the terror by night,
nor of the arrow that flies by day;

66 nor of the pestilence that pursues in darkness,
nor of the destruction that strikes at noonday.

77 A thousand may fall at your side
and ten thousand at your right hand,
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but it shall not come near you.
88 Only with your eyes shall you behold
and see the reward of the wicked.

99 Because you have made the LORD , who is my
refuge,

even the Most High, your dwelling,
1010 there shall be no evil befall you,
neither shall any plague come near your tent;

1111 for He shall give His angels charge over you
to guard you in all your ways.

1212 They shall bear you up in their hands,
lest you strike your foot against a stone.

1313 You shall tread upon the lion and adder;
the young lion and the serpent you shall trample

underfoot.
1414 Because he has set his love upon Me, therefore I

will deliver him;
I will set him on high, because he has known My

name.
1515 He shall call upon Me, and I will answer him;
I will be with him in trouble,
and I will deliver him and honor him.

1616 With long life I will satisfy him
and show him My salvation.

A Psalm. A Song for the Sabbath day.
It is good to give thanks to the LORD ,

and to sing praises unto Your name, O Most
High:

22 to declare forth Your lovingkindness in the morning
and Your faithfulness in the night,

33 on a ten-stringed lute and on the harp,
and on the lyre with a solemn sound.

44 For you, O LORD , have made me glad through Your
work;

I will sing joyfully at the works of Your hands.
55 O LORD , how great are Your works!
Your thoughts are very deep!

66 A brutish man does not recognize,
neither does the fool understand this.

77 Though the wicked spring up as the grass
and all those who do iniquity flourish,

they shall be destroyed forever:
88 But You, O LORD , are on high forever.
99 For Your enemies, O LORD ,
for Your enemies shall perish;
all those who do iniquity shall be scattered.

1010 But my horn You have exalted like the horn of the
wild ox;

You have anointed me with fresh oil.
1111 My eyes also shall see the downfall of my enemies,
and my ears shall hear the doom of my wicked ad-

versaries.
1212 The righteous shall flourish like the palm tree
and grow like a cedar in Lebanon.

1313 Those that are planted in the house of the LORD
shall flourish in the courts of our God.

1414 They shall still bring forth fruit in old age;

they shall be filled with vitality and foliage,
1515 to show that the LORD is upright;
He is my rock, and there is no unrighteousness in

Him.
The LORD reigns; He is robed in majesty;

the LORD is robed; He has put on strength as
His belt.
Indeed, the world is established;
it cannot be moved.

22 Your throne is established of old;
You are from everlasting.

33 The floods have lifted up, O LORD ,
the floods have lifted up their voice;
the floods lift up their roaring waves.

44 The LORD on high is mightier than the noise of
many waters,

yes, than the mighty waves of the sea.
55 Your statutes are very sure;
holiness is becoming to Your house,
O LORD , forever.

O LORD God, to whom vengeance belongs;
O God to whom vengeance belongs, shine

forth.
22 Rise up, O Judge of the earth;
render to the proud what they deserve.

33 O LORD , how long shall the wicked,
how long shall the wicked triumph?

44 They spew forth their arrogant words;
all those who do iniquity boast.

55 They break in pieces Your people, O LORD ,
and afflict Your inheritance.

66 They kill the widow and the sojourner,
and murder the fatherless.

77 Yet they say, “The LORD does not see,
neither does the God of Jacob regard it.”

88 Understand, you brutish among the people;
fools, when will you be wise?

99 He who made the ear, shall He not hear?
He who formed the eye, shall He not see?

1010 He who chastises the nations, shall He not correct?
He teaches people knowledge!

1111 The LORD , He knows the thoughts of people,
that they are a breath.

1212 Blessed is the man whom You chasten, O LORD ,
and teach from Your law,

1313 that You may give him rest from the days of adver-
sity,

until a pit is dug for the wicked.
1414 For the LORD will not forsake His people;
neither will He abandon His inheritance.

1515 But justice shall return to those who are righteous,
and all the upright in heart shall follow it.

1616 Who will rise up for me against the wicked?
Who will stand up for me against those who do iniq-

uity?
1717 Unless the LORD had been my help,
my soul would have lived in the land of silent death.

1818 When I said, “My foot slips,”

PSALMS 91:8 430 PSALMS 94:18



9595

9696

9797

9898

Your mercy, O LORD , held me up.
1919 When there is a multitude of worries within me,
Your comforts delight my soul.

2020 Shall wicked rulers, who make oppressive laws,
align with You?

2121 They conspire together against the life of the right-
eous

and condemn innocent blood to death.
2222 But the LORD is my defense,
and my God is the rock of my refuge.

2323 He shall bring upon them their own iniquity
and shall cut them off for their own wickedness;
yes, the LORD our God shall destroy them.

O come, let us sing unto the LORD ;
let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our

salvation!
22 Let us come before His presence with thanksgiving;
let us make a joyful noise unto Him with psalms!

33 For the LORD is a great God,
and a great King above all gods.

44 In His hand are the deep places of the earth;
the heights of the mountains are also His.

55 The sea is His, for He made it,
and His hands formed the dry land.

66 O come, let us worship and bow down;
let us kneel before the LORD , our Maker.

77 For He is our God,
and we are the people of His pasture
and the sheep of His hand.

Today if you hear His voice,
88 do not harden your hearts, as at Meribah,
and as in the day of Massah in the wilderness,

99 when your fathers tested Me and tried Me,
though they had seen My deeds.

1010 For forty years I loathed that generation
and said, “They are a people who go astray in their

heart,
and they have not known My ways.”

1111 Therefore I swore in My wrath,
“They shall not enter into My rest.”

1Ch 16:23–33
O sing unto the LORD a new song;

sing unto the LORD , all the earth!
22 Sing unto the LORD , bless His name;
declare His salvation from day to day.

33 Proclaim His glory among the nations,
His wonders among all peoples.

44 For the LORD is great, and greatly to be praised;
He is to be feared above all gods.

55 For all the gods of the nations are worthless,
but the LORD made the heavens.

66 Honor and majesty are before Him;
strength and beauty are in His sanctuary.

77 Give unto the LORD , O families of the people,
give unto the LORD glory and strength.

88 Give unto the LORD the glory due His name;
bring an offering, and come into His courts.

99 Worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness;

tremble before Him, all the earth.
1010 Say among the nations, “The LORD reigns!
Indeed, the world is established; it shall not be

moved;
He shall judge the peoples righteously.”

1111 Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad;
let the sea roar, and all that fills it;
1212 let the field be joyful, and all that is in it;

then all the trees of the forests shall rejoice
1313 before the LORD , for He comes,
for He comes to judge the earth.

He shall judge the world with righteousness
and the peoples with His faithfulness.

The LORD reigns; let the earth rejoice;
let the many coastlands be glad!

22 Clouds and darkness are all around Him;
righteousness and justice are the foundation of His

throne.
33 A fire goes before Him
and burns up His enemies all around.

44 His lightning bolts light up the world;
the earth sees and shakes.

55 The mountains melt like wax at the presence of the
LORD ,

at the presence of the Lord of the earth.
66 The heavens declare His righteousness,
and all the peoples see His glory.

77 All who serve graven images are ashamed,
who boast in worthless idols;
worship Him, all you gods.

88 Zion hears and is glad,
and the daughters of Judah rejoice
because of Your judgments, O LORD .

99 For You, O LORD , are Most High above all the earth;
You are exalted far above all gods.

1010 You who love the LORD , hate evil!
He preserves the lives of His devoted ones;
He delivers them from the hand of the wicked.

1111 Light goes out for the righteous,
and gladness for the upright in heart.

1212 Rejoice in the LORD , you righteous,
and give thanks at the memory of His holy name.

A Psalm.
Oh, sing to the LORD a new song,

for He has done marvelous deeds!
His right hand and His holy arm
have accomplished deliverance.

22 The LORD has made known His salvation;
His righteousness He has revealed in the sight of

the nations.
33 He has remembered His mercy
and His faithfulness toward the house of Israel;

all the ends of the earth have seen
the deliverance of our God.

44 Make a joyful noise unto the LORD , all the earth;
break out in loud songs, and sing praises.

55 Sing unto the LORD with the harp,
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with the harp and the sound of melody,
66 with trumpets and sound of the horn;
make a joyful noise before the LORD , the King.

77 Let the sea roar, and all that fills it,
the world and those who live in it;

88 let the rivers clap their hands;
let the hills be joyful together

99 before the LORD ,
for He is coming to judge the earth.

With righteousness He will judge the world,
and the peoples with justice.

The LORD reigns;
let the peoples tremble!

He sits enthroned between the cherubim;
let the earth shake.

22 The LORD is great in Zion;
He is high above all the peoples.

33 Let them praise Your great and awesome name—
He is holy!

44 The King’s strength loves justice;
You establish righteousness,

and You execute judgment
and fairness in Jacob.

55 Exalt the LORD our God,
and worship at His footstool—
He is holy!

66 Moses and Aaron were among His priests,
even Samuel was among them who called upon His

name;
they called upon the LORD ,
and He answered them.

77 He spoke to them in the pillar of cloud;
they kept His statues and the ordinance that He

gave them.
88 You answered them,
O LORD our God;

You were a God who forgave them,
though You took vengeance on their wrongdoing.

99 Exalt the LORD our God,
and worship at His holy mountain;
for the LORD our God is holy!

A Psalm of thanksgiving.
Make a joyful noise unto the LORD , all the
earth!

22 Serve the LORD with gladness;
come before His presence with singing.

33 Know that the LORD , He is God;
it is He who has made us, and not we ourselves;
we are His people, and the sheep of His pasture.

44 Enter into His gates with thanksgiving,
and into His courts with praise;
be thankful to Him, and bless His name.

55 For the LORD is good; His mercy endures forever,
and His faithfulness to all generations.

A Psalm of David.
I will sing of mercy and justice;

to You, O LORD , I will sing.
22 I will consider the path that is blameless.
When will You come to me?

I will walk within my house
with a perfect heart.

33 I will set no wicked thing
before my eyes.

I hate the work of those who turn aside;
it shall not have part of me.

44 A perverted heart shall be far from me;
I will not know anything wicked.

55 Whoever privately slanders his neighbor,
him I will destroy;

whoever has a haughty look and a proud heart
I will not endure.

66 My eyes shall be favorable to the faithful in the land,
that they may live with me;

he who walks in a blameless manner,
he shall serve me.

77 He who practices deceit
shall not dwell within my house;

he who tells lies
shall not remain in my sight.

88 Every morning I will destroy
all the wicked in the land,

that I may cut off all wicked doers
from the city of the LORD .

A Prayer of one afflicted, when he is overwhelmed and
pours out his complaint before the LORD .

Hear my prayer, O LORD ,
and let my cry come unto You.

22 Do not hide Your face from me
in the day when I am in trouble;

incline Your ear to me;
in the day when I call answer me quickly.

33 For my days are consumed like smoke,
and my bones are burned as a furnace.

44 My heart is struck down and withered like grass,
so that I forget to eat my bread.

55 Because of the sound of my groaning
my bones cling to my skin.

66 I am like an owl of the wilderness,
like a screech owl of the desert.

77 I stay awake and am
as a sparrow alone upon the housetop.

88 My enemies reproach me all the day,
and those who taunt me curse my name.

99 For I have eaten ashes like bread
and mixed my drink with weeping,

1010 because of Your indignation and Your wrath,
for You have lifted me up, and cast me down.

1111 My days are like an evening shadow that vanishes,
and I wither away like grass.

1212 But You, O LORD , shall endure forever enthroned
and Your reputation to all generations.

1313 You shall arise, and have mercy upon Zion,
for the time to favor her,
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indeed, the appointed time has come.
1414 For Your servants take pleasure in her stones,
and have pity on her dust.

1515 So the nations shall fear the name of the LORD ,
and all the kings of the earth Your glory.

1616 For the LORD shall build up Zion;
He shall appear in His glory.

1717 He will regard the prayer of the destitute
and will not despise their prayer.

1818 Let this be written for the generation to come,
that a people who shall be created shall praise the

LORD .
1919 For He has looked down from the height of His

sanctuary;
from heaven the LORD looked down on the earth,

2020 to hear the groaning of the prisoners
and to set free those who are appointed to death,

2121 that they may declare the name of the LORD in Zion
and His praise in Jerusalem;

2222 when the peoples are gathered together,
and the kingdoms, to serve the LORD .

2323 He has weakened my strength in my midlife;
He has shortened my days.

2424 I said,
“O my God, do not take me away in the midst of my

days—
Your years endure throughout all generations.”

2525 From before You have laid the foundation of the
earth,

and the heavens are the work of Your hands.
2626 They shall perish, but You shall endure;
indeed, all of them shall wear out like a garment;

like a robe You shall change them,
and they shall pass away,

2727 but You are the same,
and Your years shall have no end.

2828 The children of Your servants shall be secure,
and their offspring shall be established before You.

A Psalm of David.
Bless the LORD , O my soul,

and all that is within me, bless His holy
name.

22 Bless the LORD , O my soul,
and forget not all His benefits,

33 who forgives all your iniquities,
who heals all your diseases,

44 who redeems your life from the pit,
who crowns you with lovingkindness and tender

mercies,
55 who satisfies your mouth with good things,
so that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s.

66 The LORD does righteousness
and justice for all who are oppressed.

77 He made known His ways to Moses,
His acts to the people of Israel.

88 The LORD is merciful and gracious,
slow to anger, and abounding in mercy.

99 He will not always accuse,
neither will He keep his anger forever.

1010 He does not treat us according to our sins,
nor repay us according to our iniquities.

1111 For as the heavens are high above the earth,
so great is His mercy toward those who fear Him;

1212 as far as the east is from the west,
so far has He removed our transgressions from us.

1313 Like a father shows compassion to his children,
so the LORD gives compassion to those who fear

Him.
1414 For He knows how we are formed;
He remembers that we are dust.

1515 As for man, his days are as grass;
as a flower of the field he flourishes.

1616 For the hothot wind passes over it, and it is gone;
the place where it was is not known.

1717 But the mercy of the LORD
is from everlasting to everlasting

upon those who fear Him,
and His righteousness to children’s children,

1818 to those who keep His covenant,
and to those who remember to do His command-

ments.
1919 The LORD has established His throne in the heav-

ens,
and His kingdom rules over all.

2020 Bless the LORD , you His angels,
who are mighty, and do His commands,
and obey the voice of His word.

2121 Bless the LORD , all you His hosts;
you servants who do His pleasure.

2222 Bless the LORD , all His works,
in all places of His dominion.

Bless the LORD , O my soul!
Bless the LORD , O my soul!
O LORD my God, You are very great!

You are clothed with honor and majesty,
22 covering Yourself with light as a garment,
who stretches out the heavens like a tent curtain,
33 who lays the upper beams of His chambers on the

waters above,
who makes the clouds His chariot,
who rides upon the wings of the wind,

44 who makes His angels as winds,
His ministers a flaming fire.

55 You laid the earth on its foundations,
so that it should never be moved.

66 You covered it with the deep as a garment;
the waters stood above the mountains.

77 At Your rebuke they fled;
at the sound of Your thunder they departed away.

88 The mountains rose up;
the valleys went down
to the place that You appointed them.

99 You set a boundary that they may not pass over,
that they may not again cover the earth.

1010 You send the springs to gush forth in the valleys,
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which flow between the hills.
1111 They give drink to every animal of the field;
the wild donkeys quench their thirst.

1212 By them the birds of the heavens have their habita-
tion;

they sing among the branches.
1313 You water the mountains from Your lofty chamber;
the earth is satisfied with the fruit of Your works.

1414 You cause the grass to grow for the cattle
and plants for the cultivation of man,
that he may bring forth food from the earth

1515 and wine that makes glad the heart of man,
and oil that makes shine his face,
and bread that strengthens his heart.

1616 The trees of the LORD are well watered,
the cedars of Lebanon that He has planted,

1717 where the birds make their nests,
where the stork has its home in the fir trees.

1818 The high mountains are for the wild goats,
and the rocks a refuge for the badgers.

1919 He set the moon to mark the appointed seasons;
the sun knows its time for going down.

2020 You make darkness, and it is night,
when all the animals of the forest go forth.

2121 The young lions roar after their prey
and seek their food from God.

2222 When the sun arises, they gather themselves to-
gether

and lay down in their dens.
2323 Man goes forth to his work
and to his labor until the evening.

2424 O LORD , how manifold are Your works!
With wisdom You have made them all;
the earth is full of Your creatures—

2525 so is this great and wide sea,
which is full of innumerable creatures,
living animals both small and great.

2626 There go the ships,
and there is Leviathan, which You have made to play

in it.
2727 These all wait upon You,
that You may give them their food in due season.

2828 When You give it to them,
they gather it;

when You open Your hand,
they are filled with good food.

2929 When You hide Your face,
they are troubled;

You take away their breath,
and they die and return to their dust.

3030 When You send forth Your Spirit,
they are created,
and You renew the surface of the ground.

3131 May the glory of the LORD endure forever;
may the LORD rejoice in His works.

3232 He looks on the earth, and it trembles;
He touches the mountains, and they smoke.

3333 I will sing unto the LORD as long as I live;

I will sing praise to my God while I have my being.
3434 May my meditation be sweet to Him,
for I will be glad in the LORD .

3535 Let sinners be consumed from the earth,
and let the wicked be no more.

Bless the LORD , O my soul!
Praise the LORD !

1Ch 16:8–22
Oh, give thanks unto the LORD ; call upon His
name;

make known His deeds among the peoples.
22 Sing unto Him, sing praises unto Him;
proclaim all His wondrous works.

33 Glory in His holy name;
let the heart rejoice for those who seek the LORD .

44 Seek the LORD and His strength;
seek His presence continuously.

55 Remember His marvelous works that He has done;
His wonders and the judgments from His mouth,

66 O offspring of Abraham, His servant,
O children of Jacob, His chosen ones.

77 He is the LORD our God;
His judgments are in all the earth.

88 He remembers His covenant forever,
the word that He commanded, to a thousand gener-

ations,
99 that covenant He made with Abraham,
and His oath to Isaac,

1010 and confirmed to Jacob as a decree,
and to Israel for an everlasting covenant,

1111 saying, “To you I will give the land of Canaan
as the portion of your inheritance.”

1212 When they were but a few people in number,
indeed, very few, and strangers in it,

1313 when they went from one nation to another,
from one kingdom to another people,

1414 He did not permit anyone to do them wrong;
indeed, He reproved kings on their behalf,

1515 saying, “Do not touch my anointed ones,
and do no harm to my prophets.”

1616 Moreover He called for a famine upon the land;
He broke the whole supply of bread.

1717 He sent a man before them,
Joseph, who was sold as a slave.

1818 They hurt his feet with fetters;
his neck was put in an iron collar.

1919 Until the time that his word came to pass,
the word of the LORD tested him.

2020 The king sent and released him;
the ruler of the people let him go free.

2121 He made Joseph lord of his house
and ruler of all his possessions,

2222 to imprison his princes at Joseph’s pleasure
and to teach his elders wisdom.

2323 Then Israel came into Egypt,
and Jacob sojourned in the land of Ham.

2424 The LORD increased His people greatly
and made them stronger than their enemies.
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2525 He turned their hearts to hate His people,
to deal cleverly with His servants.

2626 He sent Moses, His servant,
and Aaron whom He had chosen.

2727 They showed His signs among them
and wonders in the land of Ham.

2828 He sent darkness and made the land dark,
and Moses and Aaron did not rebel against His

word.
2929 He turned their waters into blood
and caused their fish to die.

3030 Their land brought forth frogs in abundance,
even in the chambers of their kings.

3131 He spoke, and there came swarms of flies
and gnats in all their country.

3232 He gave them hail for rain
and flaming lightning in their land.

3333 He struck their vines and their fig trees
and shattered the trees of their country.

3434 He spoke, and the locusts came,
and caterpillars without number,

3535 that devoured all the vegetation in their land,
and ate all the fruit of their ground.

3636 He struck down all the firstborn in their land,
the first fruits of all their strength.

3737 Then He brought them out with silver and gold,
and no one among their tribes faltered.

3838 Egypt was glad when they left,
for the fear of Israel fell upon them.

3939 He spread a cloud for a covering,
and fire to give light in the night.

4040 The people asked, and He brought quail,
and satisfied them with abundant bread of heaven.

4141 He opened the rock, and the waters gushed out;
they ran in the desert like a river.

4242 For he recalled His holy promise
to Abraham His servant.

4343 He brought forth His people with joy,
and His chosen ones with gladness,

4444 and gave them the lands of the nations,
and they took possession of the fruitful labor of the

people,
4545 that they might observe His statutes
and keep His laws.

Praise the LORD !
1Ch 16:34–36

Praise the LORD !
Oh, give thanks unto the LORD , for He is

good,
for His mercy endures forever.

22 Who can recount the mighty acts of the LORD
or declare all His praise?

33 Blessed are those who keep justice
and who do righteousness at all times.

44 Remember me, O LORD , when You give favor to
Your people;

visit me with Your deliverance,
55 that I may see the goodness over Your chosen ones,

that I may rejoice in the gladness of Your nation,
that I may glory with Your inheritance.

66 We have sinned with our fathers;
we have committed iniquity; we have done wickedly.

77 Our fathers did not consider
Your wonders in Egypt;

they did not remember the greatness of Your mercy,
but rebelled against Him at the sea, by the Red Sea.

88 Nevertheless He saved them for His name’s sake,
that He might make His mighty power known.

99 He rebuked the Red Sea, and it was dried up,
so He led them through the depths as through the

wilderness.
1010 He saved them from the hand of him who hated

them
and redeemed them from the hand of the enemy.

1111 The waters covered their enemies;
there was not one of them left.

1212 Then they believed His words;
they sang His praise.

1313 But they soon forgot His works;
they did not wait for His counsel,

1414 but they lusted exceedingly in the wilderness
and tested God in the desert.

1515 He gave them their request,
but He sent a wasting disease on them.

1616 They envied in the camp Moses
and Aaron, the holy priest of the LORD .

1717 The earth opened and swallowed up Dathan
and engulfed those led by Abiram.

1818 A fire broke out among their company;
the flame burned up the wicked.

1919 They made a calf at Horeb,
and worshipped the molded image.

2020 Thus they changed the glory of God
for the image of an ox that eats grass.

2121 They forgot God, their Deliverer,
who had done great things in Egypt,

2222 wondrous works in the land of Ham,
and marvelous deeds by the Red Sea.

2323 Therefore He said that He would destroy them,
had not Moses, His chosen one,

stood before Him to intercede,
to turn away His wrath from destroying them.

2424 Then they despised the pleasant land;
they did not believe His promise,

2525 but they grumbled in their tents,
and did not listen to the voice of the LORD .

2626 Therefore He lifted up His hand against them
and swore to overthrow them in the wilderness,

2727 and to overthrow their offspring among the na-
tions,

and to scatter them in the lands.
2828 They joined themselves to Baal of Peor
and ate the sacrifices given for the dead.

2929 Thus they provoked Him to anger with their acts,
and a plague broke out upon them.

3030 Then Phinehas stood up and interceded,
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and so the plague ceased.
3131 That was counted unto him for righteousness
unto all generations forever.

3232 They angered Him also at the waters of Meribah,
so that Moses suffered because of them,

3333 because they provoked his temper,
so that he spoke impulsively with his lips.

3434 They did not destroy the nations
as the LORD commanded them,

3535 but they mixed among the nations
and learned their deeds;

3636 they served their idols,
which were a snare to them.

3737 Yes, they sacrificed their sons
and their daughters to demons,

3838 and poured out innocent blood,
even the blood of their sons and of their daughters,

whom they sacrificed to the idols of Canaan,
and the land was polluted with blood.

3939 Thus were they defiled by their acts
and acted like whores with these actions.

4040 Therefore the wrath of the LORD was kindled
against His people,

and He abhorred His own inheritance.
4141 He gave them into the hand of the nations,
and those who hated them ruled over them.

4242 Their enemies also oppressed them,
and Israel was brought into subjection under their

powerful hand.
4343 Many times He delivered them,
but they were rebellious against Him with their

counsel,
and were afflicted for their iniquity.

4444 Nevertheless, He regarded their affliction,
when He heard their cry:

4545 and He remembered on their behalf His covenant
and relented according to the greatness of His mer-

cies.
4646 He made them pitied
among all those who held them captive.

4747 Save us, O LORD our God,
and gather us from among the nations,

to give thanks unto Your holy name
and to boast in Your praise.

4848 Blessed be the LORD God of Israel,
from everlasting to everlasting,

and let all the people say, “Amen!”
Praise the LORD !

BOOK FIVEBOOK FIVE

Psalms 107–150Psalms 107–150

Oh, give thanks unto the LORD , for He is
good,

for His mercy endures forever!
22 Let the redeemed of the LORD speak out,

whom He has redeemed from the hand of the ene-
my,

33 and gathered them from the lands,
from the east and from the west, from the north and

from the south.
44 They wandered in the wilderness on a deserted

path;
they found no city to dwell in.

55 Hungry and thirsty,
their soul fainted in them.

66 Then they cried unto the LORD in their trouble,
and He delivered them out of their distresses.

77 He led them on a level road,
that they might go to a city to live in.

88 Let them praise the LORD for His goodness
and for His wonderful works to the people!

99 For He satisfies the longing soul
and fills the hungry soul with goodness.

1010 Some sit in darkness and in the shadow of death,
being prisoners in affliction and irons,

1111 because they rebelled against the words of God
and rejected the counsel of the Most High.

1212 Therefore He brought down their hearts with harhardd
labor;

they fell down, and there was none to help.
1313 Then they cried unto the LORD in their trouble,
and He delivered them out of their distress.

1414 He brought them out of darkness and the shadow
of death

and broke apart their bonds.
1515 Let them praise the LORD for His goodness
and for His wonderful works to the people!

1616 For He has broken the gates of bronze
and cut the bars of iron in two.

1717 Some were fools because of their transgressions,
and because of their iniquities they are afflicted.

1818 They loathed all manner of food,
and they drew near to the gates of death.

1919 Then they cried unto the LORD in their trouble,
and He saved them out of their distress.

2020 He sent His word and healed them
and delivered them from their destruction.

2121 Let them praise the LORD for His goodness
and for His wonderful works to the people!

2222 And let them offer the sacrifices of thanksgiving
and declare His works with rejoicing.

2323 Some went down to the sea in ships,
to do business in the vast waters;

2424 they saw the works of the LORD
and His wonders in the deep water.

2525 For He commands and raises the stormy wind,
which lifts up the sea waves.

2626 The sailorssailors went up to the sky, they came down to
the depths;

their strength melted because of the great danger.
2727 They reeled to and fro and staggered like drunken

men,
and were completely confused.
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2828 Then they cried out to the LORD in their trouble,
and He saved them out of their distress.

2929 He made the storm calm,
and the sea waves were still.

3030 They were glad because the waters were quiet,
so He brought them to their desired harbor.

3131 Let them praise the LORD for His goodness
and for His wonderful works to the people!

3232 Let them exalt Him in the congregation of the peo-
ple,

and praise him in the assembly of the elders.
3333 He turns rivers into a desert,
water springs into dry ground,

3434 a fruitful land into salty wasteland,
because of the wickedness of those living there.

3535 He turns a wilderness into pools of water,
a parched ground into springs of water.

3636 There He makes the hungry dwell,
and they prepare a city to live in;

3737 they sow fields and plant vineyards,
and yield a fruitful harvest.

3838 He blesses them, so that they are greatly multi-
plied,

and He does not let their livestock decrease.
3939 But when they are diminished and brought down
through oppression, affliction, and sorrow,

4040 He pours contempt upon princes,
and causes them to wander in a wilderness with no

road;
4141 yet He raises up the poor from affliction
and cares for their families like flocks of sheep.

4242 The righteous shall see it and rejoice,
and all evil people shall stop their mouth.

4343 Whoever is wise let him observe these things;
let them consider the lovingkindness of the LORD .

Ps 57:7–11; 60:5–12

A Song. A Psalm of David.
O God, my heart is determined;

I will sing and give praise with my whole
heart.

22 Awake, O lyre and harp!
I will awake at dawn!

33 I will praise you, O LORD , among the peoples,
and I will sing praises unto You among the nations.

44 For Your mercy is great above the heavens;
Your faithfulness reaches to the clouds.

55 Be exalted, O God, above the heavens,
may Your glory be above all the earth.

66 That Your beloved ones may be delivered,
provide salvation with Your right hand and answer

me.
77 God has spoken in His sanctuary:
“I will triumph and will divide up Shechem
and portion out the Valley of Sukkoth.

88 Gilead is Mine; Manasseh is Mine;
Ephraim is My helmet;
Judah is My royal scepter;

99 Moab is My washbasin;
on Edom I throw My shoe;
over Philistia I shout in triumph.”

1010 Who will bring me into the fortified city?
Who will lead me into Edom?

1111 Have You not rejected us, O God?
You surely do not go out, O God, with our armies.

1212 Grant us help against the foe,
for the help of man is worthless.

1313 Through God we shall be valiant,
for He shall tread down our enemies.

For the Music Director. A Psalm of David.
Do not remain silent,

O God of my praise!
22 For the mouth of the wicked and deceitful
are opened against me;
they have spoken against me with a lying tongue.

33 They encircled me with words of hatred
and fought against me without cause.

44 In return for my love they are my adversaries,
but I give myself to prayer.

55 They have rewarded me evil for good
and hatred for my love.

66 Set a wicked man against him,
and let an accuser stand at his right hand.

77 When he shall be judged, let him be condemned,
and let his prayer be reckoned as sin.

88 Let his days be few,
and let another take his office.

99 Let his children be fatherless
and his wife a widow.

1010 Let his children be wandering beggars;
let them seek their bread far from their desolate

places.
1111 Let the creditor seize all that he has;
let the strangers plunder the fruit of his labor.

1212 Let there be none to extend mercy unto him,
neither let there be any to pity his fatherless chil-

dren.
1313 Let his posterity be cut off,
and in the generation following let his name be blot-

ted out.
1414 Let the iniquity of his fathers be remembered with

the LORD ,
and let not the sin of his mother be blotted out.

1515 Let them be before the LORD continually,
that the LORD may cut off the memory of them from

the earth.
1616 For he did not remember to show kindness,
but pursued the poor and needy and broken-heart-

ed
to their death.

1717 As he loved cursing,
so let it come over him;

as he did not delight in blessing,
so let it be far from him.

1818 As he clothed himself with cursing like a garment,
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so let it soak into him like water,
and like oil into his bones.

1919 Let it be unto him as the garment that covers him,
and a belt that he continually wears.

2020 Let this be the reward of my adversaries from the
LORD ,

and of those who speak evil against my soul.
2121 But You, O GOD my Lord,
work on my behalf for your name’s sake;
because your mercy is good, deliver me.

2222 For I am poor and needy,
and my heart is wounded within me.

2323 I am gone like a shadow in the evening;
I am tossed as the locust.

2424 My knees are weak through fasting,
and my body is thin with no fat.

2525 I am a reproach to my accusers;
when they look upon me, they shake their heads.

2626 Help me, O LORD my God!
Save me according to Your mercy,

2727 that they may know that this is by Your hand,
that You, O LORD , have done it.

2828 Let them curse, but You will bless;
when they arise, let them be ashamed,
but let Your servant rejoice.

2929 Let my adversaries be clothed with shame,
and let them cover themselves with their own dis-

grace like a cloak.
3030 I will greatly praise the LORD with my mouth;
indeed, I will praise Him among the multitude.

3131 For He stands at the right hand of the poor,
to save him from those who condemn his soul to

death.
A Psalm of David.

The LORD said to my lord,
“Sit at My right hand,

until I make your enemies
your footstool.”

22 The LORD shall send your mighty scepter out of
Zion;

rule in the midst of your enemies.
33 Your people will follow you
in the day of your battle;

on the holy mountains
at dawn of the morning,
the dew of your youth belongs to you.

44 The LORD has sworn
and will not change,

“You are a priest forever
after the order of Melchizedek.”

55 The Lord is at your right hand;
He shall strike down kings in the day of His wrath.

66 He shall judge among the nations; He shall fill them
with dead bodies;

He shall scatter heads all over the land.
77 He shall drink of the brook in the path;
then He shall lift up the head.

Praise the LORD !
I will praise the LORD with my whole heart,

in the assembly of the upright, and in the congrega-
tion.

22 The works of the LORD are great,
sought out by all who have pleasure in them.

33 His work is honorable and glorious,
and His righteousness endures forever.

44 He has made His wonderful works to be remem-
bered;

the LORD is gracious and full of compassion.
55 He has given food to those who fear Him;
He will ever be mindful of His covenant.

66 He has shown His people the power of His works,
that He may give them the inheritance of the na-

tions.
77 The works of His hands are true and just;
all His commands are sure.

88 They stand forever and ever,
and are done in truth and uprightness.

99 He sent redemption to His people;
He has commanded His covenant forever;
holy and fearful is His name.

1010 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom;
all who live it have insight.
His praise endures forever!

Praise the LORD !
Blessed is the man who fears the LORD ,

who delights greatly in His commandments.
22 His offspring shall be mighty in the land;
the generation of the upright shall be blessed.

33 Wealth and riches shall be in his house,
and his righteousness endures forever.

44 To the upright there arises light in the darkness;
he is gracious, and full of compassion, and right-

eous.
55 A good man shows generous favor, and lends;
he will guide his affairs with justice.

66 Surely the righteous man shall not be moved;
the righteous shall be in everlasting remembrance.

77 He shall not be afraid of evil tidings;
his heart is fixed, trusting in the LORD .

88 His heart is established; he shall not be afraid,
until he sees triumph upon his enemies.

99 He has given away freely; he has given to the poor;
his righteousness endures forever;
his horn shall be exalted with honor.

1010 The wicked shall see it and be grieved;
he shall gnash his teeth and melt away;
the desire of the wicked shall perish.

Praise the LORD !
Praise, O you servants of the LORD ,

praise the name of the LORD .
22 Blessed be the name of the LORD
from this time forth and for evermore.

33 From the rising of the sun to its going down,
the LORD ’s name is to be praised.

44 The LORD is high above all nations,
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and His glory above the heavens.
55 Who is like the LORD our God,
who dwells on high,

66 who looks down on the things
that are in heaven and on the earth?

77 He raises up the poor out of the dust
and lifts the needy out of the ash heap,

88 to make them sit with princes,
even with the princes of His people.

99 He gives the barren woman a dwelling,
making her the joyful mother of children.

Praise the LORD !
When Israel went out of Egypt,

the house of Jacob from a people of strange
language,

22 Judah was His sanctuary,
and Israel His dominion.

33 The sea saw it and fled;
the Jordan was driven back;

44 the mountains skipped like rams
and the hills like lambs.

55 What alarmed you, O sea, that you fled,
O Jordan, that you turned back,

66 O mountains, that you skipped like rams,
O hills, like lambs?

77 Tremble, O earth, at the presence of the Lord,
at the presence of the God of Jacob

88 who turned the rock into a pool of water,
the hard stone into a spring of waters.

Ps 135:15–20
Not unto us, O LORD , not unto us,

but unto Your name give glory,
for the sake of Your mercy, and for the sake of Your

truth.
22 Why should the nations say,
“Where now is their God?”

33 But our God is in the heavens;
He does whatever He pleases.

44 Their idols are silver and gold,
the work of men’s hands.

55 They have mouths, but they cannot speak;
eyes, but they cannot see;

66 they have ears, but they cannot hear;
noses, but they cannot smell;

77 they have hands, but they cannot feel;
feet, but they cannot walk;
neither can they speak with their throat.

88 Those who make them are like them;
so is everyone who trusts in them.

99 O Israel, trust in the LORD ;
He is their help and their shield.

1010 O house of Aaron, trust in the LORD ;
He is their help and their shield.

1111 You who fear the LORD , trust in the LORD ;
He is their help and their shield.

1212 The LORD has been mindful of us; He will bless us;
He will bless the house of Israel;
He will bless the house of Aaron.

1313 He will bless those who fear the LORD ,
both the small and great ones.

1414 The LORD shall increase you more and more,
you and your children.

1515 You are blessed of the LORD ,
who made heaven and earth.

1616 The heavens belong to the LORD ,
but the earth He has given to the children of men.

1717 The dead do not praise the LORD ,
nor do any who go down into silence.

1818 But we will bless the LORD
from this time and for evermore.

Praise the LORD !
I love the LORD , because He has heard my
voice

and my supplications.
22 Because He has inclined His ear to me,
therefore I will call upon Him as long as I live.

33 The cords of death encircled me,
and the pains of Sheol took hold of me;
I found trouble and sorrow.

44 Then called I upon the name of the LORD :
“O LORD , I plead with You, deliver my soul.”

55 Gracious is the LORD , and righteous;
indeed, our God is merciful.

66 The LORD protects the simple;
I was brought low, and He helped me.

77 Return to your rest, O my soul;
for the LORD has vindicated you.

88 For You have delivered my soul from death,
my eyes from tears,
and my feet from falling.

99 I will walk before the LORD
in the land of the living.

1010 I believed, indeed I have spoken:
“I am greatly afflicted.”

1111 I said in my haste,
“All men are liars.”

1212 What shall I render unto the LORD
for all His benefits toward me?

1313 I will take the cup of salvation
and call upon the name of the LORD .

1414 I will pay my vows unto the LORD
now in the presence of all His people.

1515 Precious in the sight of the LORD
is the death of His godly ones.

1616 O LORD , I am Your servant;
I am Your servant, the son of Your female servant;
You have loosed my bonds.

1717 I will offer to You the sacrifice of thanksgiving
and will call upon the name of the LORD .

1818 I will pay my vows unto the LORD
now in the presence of all His people,

1919 in the courts of the house of the LORD ,
in your midst, O Jerusalem.

Praise the LORD !
Praise the LORD , all you nations!

Exalt Him, all you peoples!
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22 For His merciful kindness is great toward us,
and the faithfulness of the LORD endures forever.

Praise the LORD !
Oh, give thanks unto the LORD , for He is
good,

because His mercy endures forever.
22 Let Israel say,
“His mercy endures forever.”

33 Let the house of Aaron say,
“His mercy endures forever.”

44 Let those who fear the LORD say,
“His mercy endures forever.”

55 I called upon the LORD from my distress;
the LORD answered me and set meset me in an open

place.
66 The LORD is on my side; I will not fear.
What can people do to me?

77 The LORD is on my side to help me;
I shall look in triumph upon those who hate me.

88 It is better to trust in the LORD
than to put confidence in man.

99 It is better to trust in the LORD
than to put confidence in princes.

1010 All nations encircled me,
but in the name of the LORD I will destroy them.

1111 They circled me; indeed, they surrounded me,
but in the name of the LORD I will destroy them.

1212 They circled me like bees;
they went forth as a fire over thorns,
but in the name of the LORD I will destroy them.

1313 You have pushed against me, that I was falling,
but the LORD helped me.

1414 The LORD is my strength and song;
He has become my salvation.

1515 The voice of rejoicing and salvation
is in the tents of the righteous:

“The right hand of the LORD is valiant.
1616 The right hand of the LORD is exalted;
the right hand of the LORD is valiant.”

1717 I shall not die, but I shall live
and declare the works of the LORD .

1818 The LORD has severely chastened me,
but He has not given me over unto death.

1919 Open to me the gates of righteousness;
I will go into them, and I will praise the LORD .

2020 This is the gate of the LORD ;
the righteous shall enter through.

2121 I will thank You that You have heard me
and have become my deliverance.

2222 The stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone.

2323 This is what the LORD has done;
it is marvelous in our eyes.

2424 This is the day that the LORD has made;
we will rejoice and be glad in it.

2525 Save us, we ask You, O LORD ;
O LORD , we ask You, send now success.

2626 Blessed be he that comes in the name of the LORD
:

we have blessed you out of the house of the LORD .
2727 The LORD is God,
and He has shown us His light;

bind the sacrifice with cords,
even unto the horns of the altar.

2828 You are my God, and I will praise You;
You are my God, I will exalt You.

2929 Oh, give thanks unto the LORD , for He is good,
for His mercy endures forever.

א ALEPH
Blessed are those whose way is blameless,

who walk in the law of the LORD .
22 Blessed are those who keep His testimonies,
and who seek Him with all their heart.

33 They also do no wrong;
they walk in His ways.

44 You have commanded us
to keep Your precepts diligently.

55 Oh, that my ways were established
to keep Your statutes!

66 Then I shall not be ashamed,
when I have my focus on all Your commandments.

77 I will praise You with an upright heart,
when I have learned Your righteous judgments.

88 I will keep Your statutes;
do not completely abandon me.

ב BETH
99 How shall a young man keep his way pure?
By keeping it according to Your word.

1010 With my whole heart I seek You;
do not allow me to wander from Your command-

ments.
1111 Your word I have hidden in my heart,
that I might not sin against You.

1212 Blessed are You, O LORD ;
teach me Your statutes.

1313 With my lips I declare
all the decrees of Your mouth.

1414 I rejoice in the way of Your testimonies,
as much as in all riches.

1515 I will meditate on Your precepts
and keep my eyes on Your ways.

1616 I will delight in Your statutes;
I will not forget Your word.

ג GIMEL
1717 Deal kindly with Your servant, that I may live
and keep Your word.

1818 Open my eyes, that I may behold
wondrous things from Your law.

1919 I am a sojourner in the land;
do not hide Your commandments from me.

2020 My soul is consumed all the time
with a longing for Your decrees.

2121 You have rebuked the proud, those cursed,
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who depart from Your commandments.
2222 Remove from me reproach and contempt,
for I have kept Your testimonies.

2323 Even if princes sit and conspire against me,
Your servant will meditate on Your statutes.

2424 Your testimonies are my delight
and my counselors.

ד DALETH
2525 My soul clings to the dust;
revive me according to Your word.

2626 I have declared my ways, and You heard me;
teach me Your statutes.

2727 Make me to understand the way of Your precepts;
then I shall contemplate on Your wondrous works.

2828 My soul collapses on account of grief;
strengthen me according to Your word.

2929 Remove from me the way of falsehood,
and graciously grant me Your law.

3030 I have chosen the way of faithfulness;
Your judgments I have laid before me.

3131 I have stayed with Your testimonies, O LORD ;
may I not be put to shame.

3232 I will run in the way of Your commandments,
when You set my heart free.

ה HE
3333 Teach me, O LORD , the way of Your statutes,
and I shall keep it to the end.

3434 Give me understanding, and I shall keep Your law
and observe it with my whole heart.

3535 Lead me in the path of Your commandments,
for I delight in them.

3636 Incline my heart unto Your testimonies,
and not for unjust gain.

3737 Turn away my eyes from beholding worthlessness,
and revive me in Your way.

3838 Establish Your word to Your servant,
so that You are feared.

3939 Turn away my reproach that I dread,
for Your judgments are good.

4040 Behold, I have a longing for Your precepts;
revive me in Your righteousness.

ו WAW
4141 Let Your mercies come to me, O LORD ,
even Your deliverance according to Your word.

4242 So I shall have an answer for him who reproaches
me,

for I trust in Your word.
4343 Do not take the word of truth out of my mouth,
for I have hoped in Your judgments.

4444 So I shall keep Your law continually,
forever and ever.

4545 I will walk in an open space,
for I seek Your precepts.

4646 I will speak of Your testimonies also before kings
and will not be ashamed.

4747 I will delight in Your commandments,

which I have loved.
4848 My hands I will lift up unto Your commandments,

which I have loved;
I will meditate on Your statutes.

ז ZAYIN
4949 Remember Your word to Your servant,
on which You have caused me to hope.

5050 This is my comfort in my affliction,
for Your word revives me.

5151 The proud ones have derided me,
yet I have not forsaken Your law.

5252 I remembered Your judgments of old, O LORD ,
and I have comforted myself.

5353 Fury has taken hold of me because of the wicked
who forsake Your law.

5454 Your statutes have been my songs
in the house of my temporary dwelling.

5555 I have remembered Your name, O LORD , in the
night,

and have kept Your law.
5656 This is my blessing,
because I have kept Your precepts.

ח HETH
5757 You are my portion, O LORD ;
I have said that I would keep Your words.

5858 I seek Your favor with my whole heart;
be merciful to me according to Your word.

5959 I consider my ways,
and I turn my feet to Your testimonies.

6060 I made haste, and I did not delay
to keep Your commandments.

6161 The bands of the wicked have trapped me,
but I have not forgotten Your law.

6262 At midnight I will rise to give thanks to You,
because of Your righteous judgments.

6363 I am a companion of all who fear You,
and of those who keep Your precepts.

6464 The earth, O LORD , is full of Your mercy;
teach me Your statutes.

ט TETH
6565 You have been good to Your servant,
O LORD , according to Your word.

6666 Teach me good discernment and knowledge,
for I have believed Your commandments.

6767 Before I was afflicted I wandered,
but now I keep Your word.

6868 You are good and do good;
teach me Your statutes.

6969 The proud have spoken lies against me,
but I keep Your precepts with my whole heart.

7070 Their heart is as thick as fat,
but I delight in Your law.

7171 It is good for me that I have been afflicted,
that I might learn Your statutes.

7272 The law from Your mouth is better to me
than thousands of gold and silver coins.
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י YODH
7373 Your hands have made me and fashioned me;
give me understanding, that I may learn Your com-

mandments.
7474 Those who fear You will be glad when they see me,
because I have hoped in Your word.

7575 I know, O LORD , that Your judgments are right,
and that You in faithfulness have afflicted me.

7676 Let Your merciful kindness comfort me,
according to Your word to Your servant.

7777 Let Your compassion come to me, that I may live,
for Your law is my delight.

7878 Let the proud be ashamed, for they have been
wicked to me in falsehood,

but I will meditate on Your precepts.
7979 Let those who fear You turn to me,
that they might know Your testimonies.

8080 Let my heart be blameless in Your statutes,
that I may not be ashamed.

כ KAPH
8181 My soul longs for Your deliverance,
but I hope in Your word.

8282 My eyes are weary for Your word,
saying, “When will You comfort me?”

8383 For I have become like a wineskin drieddried in the
smoke,

yet I have not forgotten Your statutes.
8484 How many days are given to Your servant?
When will You provide judgment on those who per-

secute me?
8585 The proud have dug pits for me,
and they do not live in accordance to Your law.

8686 All Your commandments are faithful;
I am persecuted without cause; help me!

8787 They have almost consumed me on the earth,
but I have not abandoned Your precepts.

8888 Revive me according to Your lovingkindness,
that I may keep the testimony from Your mouth.

ל LAMEDH
8989 Forever, O LORD , Your word
is established in heaven.

9090 Your faithfulness is for all generations;
You have established the earth, and it is firm.

9191 They continue this day according to Your ordi-
nance,

for all are Your servants.
9292 Unless Your law had been my delight,
I would have perished in my affliction.

9393 I will never forget Your precepts,
for with them You have revived me.

9494 I am Yours; deliver me,
for I have sought Your precepts.

9595 The wicked have waited to destroy me,
but I will consider Your testimonies.

9696 I have seen that all perfection has an end,
but Your commandment is quite broad.

מ MEM
9797 Oh, how I love Your law!
It is my meditation all the day.

9898 Your commandments have made me wiser than my
enemies,

for they are continually with me.
9999 I have more understanding than all my teachers,
for Your testimonies are my meditation.

100100 I understand more than the elders,
because I keep Your precepts.

101101 I have restrained my feet from every evil way,
that I might keep Your word.

102102 I have not departed from Your judgments,
for You have taught me.

103103 How sweet are Your words to the taste of my
mouth!

Sweeter than honey to my mouth!
104104 Through Your precepts I receive understanding;
therefore I hate every false way.

נ NUN
105105 Your word is a lamp to my feet
and a light to my path.

106106 I have sworn, and I will perform it,
that I will keep Your righteous judgments.

107107 I am greatly afflicted;
revive me, O LORD , according to Your word.

108108 Accept the freewill offerings of my praise, O LORD ,
and teach me Your judgments.

109109 My soul is continually in my hand,
yet I do not forget Your law.

110110 The wicked have laid a trap for me,
yet I do not depart from Your precepts.

111111 Your testimonies are my inheritance forever,
for they are the rejoicing of my heart.

112112 I have inclined my heart to perform Your statutes
always,

even unto the end.
ס SAMEKH

113113 I hate those who are double-minded,
but I love Your law.

114114 You are my hiding place and my shield,
I hope in Your word.

115115 Depart from me, you who are wicked,
for I keep the commandments of my God.

116116 Uphold me according to Your word, that I may live,
and let me not be ashamed with my hope.

117117 Hold me up, and I shall be safe,
and I will have respect for Your statutes continually.

118118 You have rejected all those who stray from Your
statutes,

for their deceit is falsehood.
119119 You put away all the wicked of the earth like dross;
therefore I love Your testimonies.

120120 My body trembles for fear of You,
and I am afraid of Your judgments.

ע AYIN
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121121 I have done what is right and just;
do not abandon me to my oppressors.

122122 Be true to Your servant for good;
let not the proud ones oppress me.

123123 My eyes long for Your deliverance
and for the promise of Your righteousness.

124124 Deal with Your servant according to Your mercy,
and teach me Your statutes.

125125 I am Your servant; grant me understanding,
that I may know Your testimonies.

126126 It is time for You, O LORD , to act,
for they have broken Your law.

127127 Therefore I love Your commandments
above gold, even fine gold.

128128 For I follow all Your precepts to be right,
and I hate every false way.

פ PE
129129 Your testimonies are wonderful;
therefore my soul keeps them.

130130 The giving of Your words gives light;
it grants understanding to the simple.

131131 I opened my mouth and panted,
for I long for Your commandments.

132132 Look upon me, and be merciful to me,
as You are for those who love Your name.

133133 Order my steps according to Your word,
and let not any iniquity have dominion over me.

134134 Deliver me from the oppression of man,
so I will keep Your precepts.

135135 Make Your face to shine upon Your servant,
and teach me Your statutes.

136136 Rivers of waters run down my eyes,
because people do not keep Your law.

צ TSADHE
137137 You are righteous, O LORD ,
and upright are Your judgments.

138138 You have set Your testimonies in righteousness
and faithfulness.

139139 My zeal has consumed me,
because my enemies have forgotten Your words.

140140 Your word is pure and true;
therefore Your servant loves it.

141141 I am small and despised,
yet I do not forget Your precepts.

142142 Your righteousness is an everlasting righteous-
ness,

and Your law is true.
143143 Trouble and anguish have discovered me,
but Your commandments are my delight.

144144 The righteousness of Your testimonies is everlast-
ing;

grant me understanding, and I shall live.
ק QOPH

145145 I cried with my whole heart; hear me, O LORD ,
I will keep Your statutes.

146146 I cried unto You; deliver me,

and I shall keep Your testimonies.
147147 I arose before the dawn of the morning and cried

for help;
I hope in Your words.

148148 My eyes are awake before the night watches,
that I might meditate on Your word.

149149 Hear my voice according to Your lovingkindness, O
LORD ;

revive me according to Your judgment.
150150 They draw close, those who persecute me with

evil;
they are far from Your law.

151151 But You are near, O LORD ,
and all Your commandments are true.

152152 I have known of old
that You have established Your testimonies forever.

ר RESH
153153 Consider my affliction, and deliver me,
for I do not forget Your law.

154154 Plead my cause, and defend me;
revive me according to Your word.

155155 Salvation is far from the wicked,
for they do not seek Your statutes.

156156 Great are Your compassions, O LORD ;
revive me according to Your judgments.

157157 Many are my persecutors and my enemies,
yet I do not turn from Your testimonies.

158158 I behold the transgressors with disgust,
because they have not kept Your word.

159159 Consider how I love Your precepts;
revive me, O LORD , according to Your lovingkind-

ness.
160160 Your word is true from the beginning,
and every one of Your righteous judgments endures

forever.
ש SIN AND SHIN

161161 Princes have persecuted me without a cause,
but my heart stands in awe of Your words.

162162 I rejoice at Your word,
as one who finds great plunder.

163163 I hate and abhor lying,
but I love Your law.

164164 Seven times a day I praise You,
because of Your righteous judgments.

165165 Those who love Your law have great peace,
and nothing shall cause them to stumble.

166166 LORD , I have hoped for Your deliverance,
and I carry out Your commandments.

167167 My soul has kept Your testimonies,
and I love them greatly.

168168 I have kept Your precepts and Your testimonies,
for all my ways are before You.

ת TAW
169169 Let my cry come near before You, O LORD ;
give me understanding according to Your word.

170170 Let my supplication come before You;
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120120

121121

122122

123123

124124

125125

deliver me according to Your word.
171171 My lips shall declare praise,
for You have taught me Your statutes.

172172 My tongue shall speak of Your word,
for all Your commandments are right.

173173 Let Your hand help me,
for I have chosen Your precepts.

174174 I have longed for Your salvation, O LORD ,
and Your law is my delight.

175175 Let my soul live and praise You,
and let Your judgments come to my aid.

176176 I have wandered like a lost sheep;
seek Your servant,
for I do not forget Your commandments.

A Song of Ascents.
In my distress I cried unto the LORD ,

and He heard me.
22 Deliver my soul, O LORD , from lying lips
and from a deceitful tongue.

33 What shall be given to you,
or what shall be done to you, you false tongue?

44 Sharp arrows of the warrior,
with coals of the broom tree!

55 Woe is me, that I have sojourned in Meshek,
or that I have dwelled among the tents of Kedar!

66 My soul has long lived
with those who hate peace.

77 I am for peace,
but when I speak, they are for war!

A Song of Ascents.
I will lift up my eyes to the hills,

from where does my help come?
22 My help comes from the LORD ,
who made heaven and earth.

33 He will not let your foot slip;
He who keeps you will not slumber.

44 Behold, He who guards Israel
shall neither slumber nor sleep.

55 The LORD is your guardian;
the LORD is your shade at your right hand.

66 The sun shall not harm you during the day,
nor the moon during the night.

77 The LORD shall protect you from all evil;
He shall preserve your soul.

88 The LORD shall preserve your going out and your
coming in

from now and for evermore.
A Song of Ascents. Of David.

I was glad when they said to me,
“Let us go into the house of the LORD .”

22 Our feet shall stand
within your gates, O Jerusalem.

33 Jerusalem is built as a city
that is designed for a multitude,

44 where the tribes go up,
the tribes of the LORD ,

as a decree of Israel,
to give thanks unto the name of the LORD .

55 There are set thrones of judgment,
the thrones of the house of David.

66 Pray for the peace of Jerusalem:
“May they prosper who love you!

77 Peace be within your walls
and security within your towers!”

88 For my brothers and companions’ sake,
I will now say, “Peace be within you.”

99 Because of the house of the LORD our God,
I will seek your good.

A Song of Ascents.
To You I lift up my eyes,

O You who dwell in the heavens.
22 Behold, as the eyes of servants look to the hand of

their master,
and as the eyes of a maiden to the hand of her mis-

tress,
so our eyes look upon the LORD our God,
until He has mercy upon us.

33 Have mercy upon us, O LORD , have mercy upon us,
for we have been completely filled with contempt.

44 Our soul is exceedingly filled with the ridicule of
those who are at ease,

and with the contempt of the proud ones.
A Song of Ascents. Of David.

If it had not been the LORD who was on our
side,

now may Israel say,
22 if it had not been the LORD who was on our side,
when men rose up against us,

33 then they would have swallowed us up,
when their wrath was kindled against us;

44 then the flood would have overwhelmed us,
the torrent would have passed over our lives;

55 then the surging waters
would have gone over us.

66 Blessed be the LORD ,
who has not given us for a prey to their teeth.

77 We have escaped
as a bird out of the snare of the hunters;

the snare is broken,
and we have escaped.

88 Our help is in the name of the LORD ,
who made heaven and earth.

A Song of Ascents.
Those who trust in the LORD shall be as Mount
Zion,

which cannot be removed, but abides forever.
22 As the mountains are around Jerusalem,
so the LORD surrounds His people,
from now and forever.

33 For the scepter of the wicked shall not rest
upon the land allotted to the righteous,

lest the righteous put forth
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126126

127127

128128

129129

130130

131131

132132

their hands to do iniquity.
44 Do good, O LORD , for those who are good,
and to those who are upright in their hearts.

55 As for those who turn aside to their twisted ways,
the LORD shall lead them away with the other work-

ers of iniquity.
Peace be upon Israel!

A Song of Ascents.
When the LORD restored the captives of Zion,

we were like those who dream.
22 Then our mouth was filled with laughter,
and our tongue with singing.

Then they said among the nations,
“The LORD has done great things for them.”

33 The LORD has done great things for us;
we are glad.

44 Restore our captives, O LORD ,
as the streams in the Negev.

55 Those who sow in tears
shall reap in joy.

66 He who goes forth and weeps,
bearing precious seed to sow,

shall come home again with rejoicing,
bringing his grain sheaves with him.

A Song of Ascents. Of Solomon.
Except the LORD build the house,

those who build labor in vain;
except the LORD guards the city,
the watchman stays awake in vain.

22 It is in vain for you to rise up early,
to stay up late,

and to eat the bread of hard toil,
for He gives sleep to His beloved.

33 Look, children are a gift of the LORD ,
and the fruit of the womb is a reward.

44 As arrows in the hand of a mighty warrior,
so are the children of one’s youth.

55 Happy is the man
who has his quiver full of them;

he shall not be ashamed
when he speaks with the enemies at the gate.

A Song of Ascents.
Blessed is everyone who fears the LORD ,

who walks in His ways.
22 For you shall eat the fruit of the labor of your hands;
you will be happy, and it shall be well with you.

33 Your wife shall be as a fruitful vine
in your house,

your children like olive shoots
around your table.

44 Behold, this man shall be blessed
who fears the LORD .

55 The LORD shall bless you from Zion,
and may you see the welfare of Jerusalem

all the days of your life.
66 Indeed, may you see your children’s children.

Peace upon Israel!
A Song of Ascents.

“Often they have afflicted me from my youth,”
may Israel now say,

22 “often they have afflicted me from my youth,
yet they have not prevailed against me.

33 The plowmen plowed upon my back;
they made their furrows long.”

44 The LORD is righteous;
He has cut the cords of the wicked.

55 Let all those be shamed
and turned back who hate Zion.

66 Let them be as the grass on the housetops,
which withers before it even grows,

77 where the reaper is unable to fill his hand,
or he who binds sheaves, his arms.

88 Neither do they who pass by say,
“The blessing of the LORD be upon you;
we bless you in the name of the LORD !”

A Song of Ascents.
From the depths I call on You, O LORD !

22 O Lord, hear my voice;
let Your ears be attentive
to the sound of my supplications.

33 If you, O LORD , should keep track of iniquities,
O Lord, who shall stand?

44 For there is forgiveness with You,
that You may be feared.

55 I wait for the LORD , with bated breath I wait;
I long for His Word!

66 My soul waits for the Lord,
more than watchmen for the morning,
more than watchmen for the morning.

77 Let Israel wait for the LORD !
For mercy is found with the LORD ;
with Him is great redemption.

88 He shall redeem Israel
from all their iniquities.

A Song of Ascents. Of David.
LORD , my heart is not haughty,
my eyes are not raised too high.

I have not striven for enormities,
for things too wonderful for me.

22 I composed and quieted my desire,
like a child given suck by his mother;
like a child who sucks is my desire within me.

33 Let Israel hope in the LORD
from now and forever.

2Ch 6:41–42

A Song of Ascents.
O LORD , remember David

and all his afflictions,
22 how he swore unto the LORD ,
and vowed unto the mighty God of Jacob:

33 “I will not come into my house,
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133133

134134

135135

136136

nor go up to my bed;
44 I will not give sleep to my eyes,
or slumber to my eyelids,

55 until I find a place for the LORD ,
a dwelling for the mighty God of Jacob.”

66 We heard of it in Ephrathah;
we found it in the fields of Jaar.

77 “We will go to His dwelling place,
we will worship at His footstool.”

88 Arise, O LORD , go to Your resting place,
You and the ark of Your strength.

99 Let Your priests be clothed with righteousness,
and let Your godly ones shout for joy.

1010 For Your servant David’s sake,
do not turn away Your anointed king.

1111 The LORD has sworn with a sure oath to David
that He will not turn from it:

“From the fruit of your body
I will set a son on your throne.

1212 If your children will keep My covenant
and My testimonies that I shall teach them,

then their children shall also sit
upon your throne forever.”

1313 For the LORD has chosen Zion;
He has desired it for His dwelling:

1414 “This is My resting place forever;
here I will dwell, for I have chosen it.

1515 I will abundantly bless her provisions;
I will satisfy her poor with bread.

1616 I will also clothe her priests with salvation,
and her godly ones shall shout for joy.

1717 “There I will make a horn sprout for David;
I have prepared a lamp for My anointed one.

1818 His enemies I will clothe with shame,
but on him his crown will shine.”

A Song of Ascents. Of David.
Behold, how good and how pleasant it is

for brothers to dwell together in unity!
22 It is like precious oil upon the head,
that runs down on the beard—

even Aaron’s beard—
and going down to the collar of his garments;

33 as the dew of Hermon,
that descends upon the mountains of Zion,

for there the LORD has commanded the blessing,
even life forever.

A Song of Ascents.
Come, bless the LORD , all you servants of the
LORD ,

who by night stand in the house of the LORD .
22 Lift up your hands in the sanctuary,
and bless the LORD .

33 May the LORD who made heaven and earth
bless you from Zion.

Ps 115:4–11
Praise the LORD !
Praise the name of the LORD

praise Him, O servants of the LORD ,
22 you who stand in the house of the LORD ,
in the courts of the house of our God!

33 Praise the LORD , for the LORD is good;
sing praises unto His name, for it is pleasant.

44 For the LORD has chosen Jacob for Himself,
and Israel for His special possession.

55 For I know that the LORD is great,
and that our Lord is above all gods.

66 Whatever the LORD pleases,
He does in heaven and on earth,
in the seas and all the depths.

77 He causes the clouds to ascend from the ends of the
earth;

He makes lightning for the rain;
He brings the wind out from His storehouses.

88 He struck down the firstborn of Egypt,
both of man and animal.

99 He sent signs and wonders into your midst, O
Egypt,

against Pharaoh and all his servants;
1010 He struck down great nations
and slew mighty kings—

1111 Sihon, king of the Amorites,
and Og king of Bashan,
and all the kingdoms of Canaan—

1212 and gave their land for an inheritance,
a possession to Israel His people.

1313 Your name, O LORD , endures forever;
and Your renown, O LORD , throughout all genera-

tions.
1414 For the LORD will defend His people,
and He will have compassion on His servants.

1515 The idols of the nations are silver and gold,
the work of men’s hands.

1616 They have mouths, but do not speak;
they have eyes, but do not see;

1717 they have ears, but do not hear;
neither is there any breath in their mouths.

1818 Those who make them are like them;
so is everyone who trusts in them.

1919 Bless the LORD , O house of Israel;
bless the LORD , O house of Aaron.

2020 Bless the LORD , O house of Levi;
you who fear the LORD , bless the LORD .

2121 Blessed be the LORD from Zion,
who dwells at Jerusalem.

Praise you the LORD !
Oh, give thanks unto the LORD , for He is
good,

for His mercy endures forever.
22 Oh, give thanks unto the God of gods,
for His mercy endures forever.

33 Oh, give thanks to the Lord of lords,
for His mercy endures forever:

44 to Him who alone does great wonders,
for His mercy endures forever;

55 to Him who by wisdom made the heavens,
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137137

138138

139139

for His mercy endures forever;
66 to Him who stretched out the earth above the wa-

ters,
for His mercy endures forever;

77 to Him who made the great heavenlyheavenly lights,
for His mercy endures forever;

88 the sun to rule over the day,
for His mercy endures forever;

99 the moon and stars to rule over the night,
for His mercy endures forever;

1010 to Him who struck down in Egypt their firstborn,
for His mercy endures forever;

1111 and brought out Israel from among them,
for His mercy endures forever;

1212 with a strong hand and a stretched-out arm,
for His mercy endures forever;

1313 to Him who divided the Red Sea into two,
for His mercy endures forever;

1414 and made Israel to pass through the midst of it,
for His mercy endures forever;

1515 but overthrew Pharaoh and his host in the Red Sea,
for His mercy endures forever;

1616 to Him who led His people through the wilderness,
for His mercy endures forever;

1717 to Him who struck down great kings,
for His mercy endures forever;

1818 and slew mighty kings,
for His mercy endures forever;

1919 Sihon king of the Amorites,
for His mercy endures forever;

2020 and Og king of Bashan,
for His mercy endures forever;

2121 and gave their land for a possession,
for His mercy endures forever;

2222 even an inheritance to Israel His servant,
for His mercy endures forever.

2323 Who remembered us in our low place,
for His mercy endures forever;

2424 and has redeemed us from our enemies,
for His mercy endures forever;

2525 who gives food to all people,
for His mercy endures forever.

2626 Give thanks unto the God of heaven,
for His mercy endures forever.

By the rivers of Babylon, there we sat down
and wept

when we remembered Zion.
22 We hung our harps
upon the poplars.

33 For there our captors made us sing
and our tormentors made us entertain,
saying, “Sing us one of the songs of Zion.”

44 How shall we sing the song of the LORD
in a foreign land?

55 If I forget you, O Jerusalem,
let my right hand forget its skill.

66 If I do not remember you,
let my tongue stick to the roof of my mouth,

if I do not have Jerusalem
as my highest joy.

77 Remember, O LORD , the people of Edom
in the day of Jerusalem,

who said, “Raze it, raze it,
down to its foundations.”

88 O daughter of Babylon, who is to be destroyed,
blessed is the one who rewards you
as you have done to us.

99 Blessed is the one who takes
and dashes your little ones against the rocks.

A Psalm of David.
I will praise You, O LORD , with my whole
heart;

before the gods I will sing Your praise.
22 I will worship toward Your holy temple,
and praise Your name
for Your lovingkindness and for Your truth;

for You have exalted Your word
above all Your name.

33 On the day I called, You answered me,
and strengthened me in my soul.

44 All the kings of the earth shall praise You, O LORD ,
for they have heard the words of Your mouth.

55 Indeed, they shall sing of the ways of the LORD ,
for great is the glory of the LORD .

66 Though the LORD is exalted, yet He has concern for
the lowly,

but the proud one He knows from a distance.
77 Though I walk in the midst of trouble,
You will preserve me;

You stretch forth Your hand against the wrath of my
enemies,

and Your right hand saves me.
88 The LORD will fulfill His purpose for me;
Your mercy, O LORD , endures forever;
do not forsake the works of Your hands.

For the Music Director. A Psalm of David.
O LORD , You have searched me

and known me.
22 You know when I sit down and when I get up;
You understand my thought from far off.

33 You search my path and my lying down
and are aware of all my ways.

44 For there is not a word on my tongue,
but behold, O LORD , You know it fully.

55 You put Yourself behind and before me,
and keep Your hand on me.

66 Such knowledge is too wonderful for me;
it is lofty, and I cannot fathom it.

77 Where shall I go from Your spirit,
or where shall I flee from Your presence?

88 If I ascend to heaven, You are there;
if I make my bed in Sheol, You are there.

99 If I take the wings of the morning
and dwell at the end of the sea,
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1010 even there Your hand shall guide me,
and Your right hand shall take hold of me.

1111 If I say, “Surely the darkness shall cover me,
and the light shall be as night about me,”

1212 even the darkness is not dark to You,
but the night shines as the day,
for the darkness is like light to You.

1313 You brought my inner parts into being;
You wove me in my mother’s womb.

1414 I will praise you, for You made me with fear and
wonder;

marvelous are Your works,
and You know me completely.

1515 My frame was not hidden from You
when I was made in secret,

and intricately put together in the lowest parts of the
earth.

1616 Your eyes saw me unformed,
yet in Your book
all my days were written,
before any of them came into being.

1717 How precious also are Your thoughts to me, O God!
How great is the sum of them!

1818 If I should count them,
they are more in number than the sand;

when I awake,
I am still with You.

1919 If only You would slay the wicked, O God!
O violent men, depart from me.

2020 For they speak against You with malice,
and Your enemies take your namename in vain.

2121 Do I not hate those, O LORD , who hate You?
And do I not abhor those who rise up against You?

2222 I hate them with perfect hatred;
I count them my enemies.

2323 Search me, O God, and know my heart;
try me, and know my concerns,

2424 and see if there is any rebellious way in me,
and lead me in the ancient way.

For the Music Director. A Psalm of David.
Deliver me, O LORD , from evil men;

protect me from violent men,
22 who plan evil deeds in their heart
and continually gather together for conflicts.

33 They have tongues as sharp as a serpent;
adders’ poison is with their lips. Selah

44 Keep me, O LORD , from the hands of the wicked;
preserve me from the violent men
who have planned to overthrow me.

55 The proud have hid a snare for me,
and with cords they have spread a net;
they have set traps for me. Selah

66 I said to the LORD , “You are my God;
hear the voice of my supplications, O LORD .”

77 O GOD my Lord, the strength of my salvation,
You have covered my head in the day of battle.

88 Grant not, O LORD , the desires of the wicked;

do not allow his evil plot,
lest he be raised up. Selah

99 As for the head of those who encompass me,
let the mischief of their own lips overwhelm them;

1010 let burning coals fall upon them;
let them be cast into the fire,
into deep pits that they do not rise up again.

1111 Let not an evil speaker be established in the land;
let evil hunt the violent man to overthrow him!

1212 I know that the LORD will maintain the cause of the
afflicted

and will give justice to the poor.
1313 Surely the righteous shall give thanks unto Your

name;
the upright shall dwell in Your presence.

A Psalm of David.
LORD , I cry unto You; make haste to me;
give ear to my voice, when I cry unto You.

22 Let my prayer be set forth before You as incense,
and the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacri-

fice.
33 Set a guard, O LORD , over my mouth;
keep watch over the door of my lips.

44 Do not let my heart be drawn to any evil,
to practice wicked deeds

with men who do iniquity,
and do not let me eat of their delights.

55 Let the righteous man strike me;
it shall be a kindness.

Let him rebuke me;
it shall be oil for my head;

let my head not refuse it.
For my prayer is continually against their evil deeds.

66 When their judges are thrown to stony places,
then they shall hear my words, for they are sweet.

77 As when one plows to break up the land,
so our bones are scattered at the mouth of Sheol.

88 But my eyes are unto You, O GOD my Lord,
in You is my trust; do not leave my soul defenseless.

99 Keep me from the snares that they have laid for me,
and the traps of those who do iniquity.

1010 Let the wicked fall into their own nets,
while I pass by and escape.

A Contemplative Maskil of David, when he was in the
cave. A Prayer.

I cried unto the LORD with my voice;
with my voice I made my supplication unto

the LORD .
22 I poured out my complaint before Him;
I declared to Him my trouble.

33 When my spirit was overwhelmed within me,
then You knew my path.

In the way where I walk,
they have laid a snare for me.

44 I looked on my right and noticed,
but there was no one who would care for me;
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there is no refuge for me;
no one cares for my soul.

55 I cried unto You, O LORD ;
I said, “You are my refuge
and my portion in the land of the living.”

66 Attend to my cry,
for I am brought very low;

deliver me from my persecutors,
for they are stronger than me.

77 Bring my soul out of prison,
that I may praise Your name;

the righteous shall surround me,
for You shall deal bountifully with me.

A Psalm of David.
Hear my prayer, O LORD ,

give ear to my supplications;
in Your faithfulness answer me,
and in Your righteousness.

22 Enter not into judgment with Your servant,
for in Your sight no one living is righteous.

33 For the enemy has persecuted my soul;
he has crushed my life down to the ground;

he has made me to dwell in darkness,
as those who have been long dead.

44 Therefore my spirit is overwhelmed within me;
my heart within me is desolate.

55 I remember the days of old;
I meditate on all Your works;
I consider the work of Your hands.

66 I stretch forth my hands unto You;
my soul thirsts after You as a thirsty land. Selah

77 Respond to me quickly, O LORD ,
my spirit fails;

do not hide Your face from me,
lest I be like those who go down into the pit.

88 Cause me to hear Your lovingkindness in the morn-
ing;

for in You I have my trust;
cause me to know the way I should walk,
for I lift up my soul unto You.

99 Deliver me, O LORD , from my enemies;
I flee unto You for my protection.

1010 Teach me to do Your will,
for You are my God;

may Your good spirit
lead me onto level ground.

1111 Revive me, O LORD , for Your name’s sake,
for Your righteousness’ sake bring my soul out of

trouble.
1212 In Your mercy cut off my enemies,
and destroy all them who afflict my soul,
for I am Your servant.

A Psalm of David.
Blessed be the LORD my strength,

who prepares my hands for war,
and my fingers to fight;

22 my goodness, and my fortress;
my high tower, and my deliverer,

my shield, and in whom I trust;
who subdues nations under me.

33 O LORD , who is man that You take notice of him
or the son of a man that You make account of him?

44 Man is like a breath;
his days are as a shadow that passes away.

55 Bow your heavens, O LORD , and come down;
touch the mountains, and they shall smoke.

66 Cast forth lightning, and scatter them;
shoot out Your arrows, and destroy them.

77 Send Your hand from above;
rescue me, and deliver me

out of the great waters,
from the hand of foreigners,

88 whose mouth speaks lies,
and their right hand is a right hand of falsehood.

99 I will sing a new song unto You, O God,
on a harp and an instrument of ten strings I will sing

praises unto You;
1010 it is He who gives victory to kings,
who delivers David His servant from the cruel

sword.
1111 Rescue me and deliver me
from the hand of foreigners,

whose mouths speak lies
and whose right hand is a right hand of falsehood.

1212 May our sons in their youth
be like plants full grown,

and our daughters like cornerstones,
cut in the similitude of a palace,

1313 that our granaries may be full,
providing all manner of produce,

that our sheep may bring forth
thousands and ten thousands in our fields,
1414 and may our cattle be strong in labor.

May there be no breaking in
or going out,
and no wailing in our streets.

1515 Blessed are the people who have such things;
indeed, blessed are the people whose God is the

LORD .
A Psalm of Praise. Of David.

I will exalt you, my God and King,
and I will bless Your name forever and ever.

22 Every day I will bless You,
and I will praise Your name forever and ever.

33 Great is the LORD , and greatly to be praised,
and His greatness is unfathomable.

44 One generation shall praise Your works to another
and shall declare Your mighty acts.

55 I will speak of the glorious honor of Your majesty
and of Your wondrous works.

66 They shall speak of the might of Your awesome acts,
and I will declare Your greatness.
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77 They shall abundantly declare the fame of Your
great goodness

and shall sing of Your righteousness.
88 The LORD is gracious and full of compassion,
slow to anger, and great in mercy.

99 The LORD is good to all,
and His compassion is over all His works.

1010 All Your works shall praise You, O LORD ,
and Your godly ones shall bless You.

1111 They shall speak of the glory of Your kingdom
and talk of Your power,

1212 to make known to people His mighty acts,
and the glorious majesty of His kingdom.

1313 Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom,
and Your dominion endures throughout all genera-

tions.
1414 The LORD upholds all who fall,
and raises up all who are bowed down.

1515 The eyes of all wait upon You,
and You give them their food in due season.

1616 You open Your hand
and satisfy the desire of every living thing.

1717 The LORD is righteous in all His ways
and loving in all His works.

1818 The LORD is near to all those who call upon Him,
to all who call upon Him in truth.

1919 He will fulfill the desire of those who fear Him;
He also will hear their cry and will save them.

2020 The LORD preserves all those who love Him,
but all the wicked He will destroy.

2121 My mouth shall speak the praise of the LORD ,
and let all people bless His holy name
forever and ever.

Praise the LORD !
Praise the LORD , O my soul!

22 While I live I will praise the LORD ;
I will sing praises unto my God while I have my life.

33 Do not put your trust in princes,
nor in a son of man, in whom there is no help.

44 His breath leaves him, and he returns to the earth;
on that very day his plans perish.

55 Blessed is he who has the God of Jacob for his help,
whose hope is in the LORD his God,

66 who made heaven, and earth,
the sea, and all that is in them,
who keeps faithfulness forever,

77 who executes justice for the oppressed,
who gives food to the hungry.

The LORD releases the prisoners.
88 The LORD opens the eyes of the blind;

the LORD raises those who are brought down;
the LORD loves the righteous.

99 The LORD preserves the sojourners;
He lifts up the fatherless and widow,
but on the way of the wicked He brings disaster.

1010 The LORD shall reign forever,
your God, O Zion, unto all generations.

Praise you the LORD !

Praise the LORD !
For it is good to sing praises unto our God;

for it is pleasant, and a song of praise is fitting.
22 The LORD builds up Jerusalem;
He gathers together the outcasts of Israel.

33 He heals the broken in heart,
and binds up their wounds.

44 He counts the number of the stars;
He calls them all by their names.

55 Great is our Lord and great in power;
His understanding is without measure.

66 The LORD lifts up the meek;
He casts the wicked down to the ground.

77 Sing unto the LORD with thanksgiving;
sing praise upon the harp unto our God:

88 who covers the heaven with clouds,
who provides rain for the earth,
who makes grass to grow upon the mountains.

99 He gives food to the animals
and to the young ravens that chirp.

1010 He delights not in the strength of the horse,
nor does He take pleasure in the legs of a man,

1111 but the LORD takes pleasure in those who fear
Him,

in those who hope in His mercy.
1212 Praise the LORD , O Jerusalem;
praise your God, O Zion.

1313 For He has strengthened the bars of your gates;
He has blessed your children within you.

1414 He makes peace in your borders,
and fills you with the finest of the wheat.

1515 He sends forth His commandment on the earth;
His word goes out swiftly.

1616 He gives snow like wool;
He scatters the frost like ashes;

1717 He casts forth His ice like morsels;
who can stand before His cold?

1818 He sends out His word and melts them;
He causes His wind to blow and the waters flow.

1919 He shows His word to Jacob,
and His statutes and His judgments to Israel.

2020 He has not dealt so with any other nation;
they have not known His judgments.

Praise the LORD !
Praise the LORD !
Praise the LORD from the heavens;

praise Him in the heights.
22 Praise Him, all His angels;
praise Him, all His heavenly hosts.

33 Praise Him, sun and moon;
praise Him, all you stars of light.

44 Praise Him, you highest of heavens,
and you waters that are above the skies.

55 Let them praise the name of the LORD ,
for He commanded, and they were created.

66 He has also established them forever and ever;
He has made a decree that shall not pass away.

77 Praise the LORD from the earth,
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you great sea creatures, and all you depths,
88 fire and hail, snow and mist,
storming wind fulfilling His word,

99 mountains and all hills,
fruitful trees and all cedars;

1010 animals and all cattle,
creeping things and flying birds;

1111 kings of the earth and all peoples,
princes and all rulers of the earth;

1212 both young men and maidens,
old men and children.

1313 Let them praise the name of the LORD ,
for His name alone is excellent;
His glory is above the earth and heaven.

1414 He has raised up a victoryvictory horn for His people,
praise for all His saints,
even for the people of Israel near Him.

Praise the LORD !
Praise the LORD !
Sing unto the LORD a new song,

and His praise in the assembly of the godly ones.
22 Let Israel rejoice in its Maker;
let the children of Zion be joyful in their King.

33 Let them praise His name with dancing;
let them sing praises unto Him with the tambourine

and harp.

44 For the LORD takes pleasure in His people;
He will beautify the meek with salvation.

55 Let the godly ones be joyful in glory;
let them sing for joy on their beds.

66 Let the high praises of God be in their mouths,
and two-edged swords in their hands,

77 to execute vengeance on the nations,
and punishments on the peoples;

88 to bind their kings with chains,
and their nobles with shackles of iron;

99 to execute upon them the written judgment;
this is honor for all His godly ones.

Praise the LORD !
Praise the LORD !
Praise God in His sanctuary;

praise Him in the firmament of His power!
22 Praise Him for His mighty acts;
praise Him according to His excellent greatness!

33 Praise Him with the sound of the trumpet;
praise Him with the lyre and harp!

44 Praise Him with the tambourine and dancing;
praise Him with stringed instruments and flute!

55 Praise Him with loud cymbals;
praise Him with the clanging cymbals!

66 Let everything that has breath praise the LORD .
Praise the LORD !
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PROPROVERBSVERBS
Proverbs is wisdom literature, especially divine virtue for practical daily living. These proverbs were an antholo-
gy of Solomonic sayings. They were likely written in about 900 BC. King Solomon, famous for his wisdom, was
responsible for a core of the material, but others include King Lemuel and Agur. The style is short, to the point,
and often poetic; the use of contrast and comparison is found throughout the collection. While these proverbs
were addressed to the Hebrews, their wisdom is timeless, and Christian believers today find in them a source
of comfort and guidance. Further, the practical wisdom in Proverbs is beneficial to any person who wants to
live a virtuous and God-fearing life.

The Purpose and ThemeThe Purpose and Theme

The proverbs of Solomon, the son of David, king
of Israel:

22 To know wisdom and instruction,
to perceive the words of understanding,

33 to receive the instruction of wisdom,
justice, judgment, and equity;

44 to give subtlety to the simple,
to the young man knowledge and discretion—

55 a wise man will hear and will increase learning,
and a man of understanding will attain wise coun-

sel,
66 to understand a proverb and the interpretation,
the words of the wise and their riddles.

77 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge,
but fools despise wisdom and instruction.

The PrThe Prologue: Embrologue: Embrace Wisdomace Wisdom
88 My son, hear the instruction of your father,
and do not forsake the teaching of your mother;

99 for they will be a garland of grace on your head,
and chains about your neck.

1010 My son, if sinners entice you,
do not consent.

1111 If they say, “Come with us,
let us lie in wait for blood;
let us lurk secretly for the innocent without cause;

1212 let us swallow them up alive as the grave,
and whole, as those who go down into the pit;

1313 we will find all kinds of precious possessions;
we will fill our houses with spoil;

1414 cast in your lot among us,
let us all have one purse”—

1515 my son, do not walk in the way with them,
keep your foot from their path;

1616 for their feet run to evil
and make haste to shed blood.

1717 Surely in vain the net is spread
in the sight of any bird.

1818 They lie in wait for their own blood;

they lurk secretly for their own lives.
1919 So are the ways of everyone who is greedy of gain,
which takes away the life of its owners.

The Call of WisdomThe Call of Wisdom
2020 Wisdom cries out in the street;
she utters her voice in the markets.

2121 She cries at the corner of the streets, in the open-
ings of the gates;

she speaks her words in the city, saying:
2222 “How long, you simple ones, will you love simplici-

ty?
For the scorners delight in their scorning,
and fools hate knowledge.

2323 Turn at my reproof;
surely I will pour out my spirit on you;
I will make my words known to you.

2424 Because I have called and you refused,
I have stretched out my hand and no man regarded,

2525 because you neglected all my counsel,
and would have none of my reproof,

2626 I also will laugh at your calamity;
I will mock when your fear comes,

2727 when your fear comes as desolation
and your destruction comes as a whirlwind,
when distress and anguish come upon you.

2828 “Then they will call on me, but I will not answer;
they will seek me early, but they will not find me.

2929 Because they hated knowledge
and did not choose the fear of the LORD ,

3030 they would have none of my counsel
and despised all my reproof.

3131 Therefore they will eat of the fruit of their own way,
and be filled with their own devices.

3232 For the turning away of the simple will slay them,
and the prosperity of fools will destroy them.

3333 But whoever listens to me will dwell safely,
and will be secure from fear of evil.”
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The VThe Value of Wisdomalue of Wisdom

My son, if you will receive my words,
and hide my commandments within you,

22 so that you incline your ear to wisdom,
and apply your heart to understanding;

33 yes, if you cry out for knowledge,
and lift up your voice for understanding,

44 if you seek her as silver,
and search for her as for hidden treasures,

55 then you will understand the fear of the LORD ,
and find the knowledge of God.

66 For the LORD gives wisdom;
out of His mouth come knowledge and understand-

ing.
77 He lays up sound wisdom for the righteous;
He is a shield to those who walk uprightly.

88 He keeps the paths of justice,
and preserves the way of His saints.

99 Then you will understand righteousness and judg-
ment

and equity, and every good path.
1010 When wisdom enters your heart,
and knowledge is pleasant to your soul,

1111 discretion will preserve you;
understanding will keep you,

1212 to deliver you from the way of the evil man,
from the man who speaks perverse things,

1313 from those who leave the paths of uprightness
to walk in the ways of darkness;

1414 who rejoice to do evil,
and delight in the perversity of the wicked;

1515 whose ways are crooked,
and who are devious in their paths;

1616 to deliver you from the immoral woman,
even from the seductress who flatters with her

words,
1717 who forsakes the guide of her youth,
and forgets the covenant of her God.

1818 For her house leads down to death,
and her paths to the departed spirits;

1919 none who go to her return again,
nor do they take hold of the paths of life.

2020 So you may walk in the way of good men
and keep the paths of the righteous.

2121 For the upright will dwell in the land,
and the innocent will remain in it;

2222 but the wicked will be cut off from the earth,
and the transgressors will be rooted out of it.

The ReThe Rewarwards of Wisdomds of Wisdom

My son, do not forget my teaching,
but let your heart keep my commandments;

22 for length of days and long life
and peace will they add to you.

33 Do not let mercy and truth forsake you;
bind them around your neck,

write them on the tablet of your heart,
44 so you will find favor and good understanding
in the sight of God and man.

55 Trust in the LORD with all your heart,
and lean not on your own understanding;

66 in all your ways acknowledge Him,
and He will direct your paths.

77 Do not be wise in your own eyes;
fear the LORD and depart from evil.

88 It will be health to your body,
and strength to your bones.

99 Honor the LORD with your substance,
and with the first fruits of all your increase;

1010 so your barns will be filled with plenty,
and your presses will burst out with new wine.

1111 My son, do not despise the chastening of the LORD
,

nor be weary of His correction;
1212 for whom the LORD loves He corrects,
even as a father the son in whom he delights.

1313 Happy is the man who finds wisdom,
and the man who gets understanding;

1414 for her benefit is more profitable than silver,
and her gain than fine gold.

1515 She is more precious than rubies,
and all the things you may desire are not to be com-

pared with her.
1616 Length of days is in her right hand,
and in her left hand riches and honor.

1717 Her ways are ways of pleasantness,
and all her paths are peace.

1818 She is a tree of life to those who take hold of her,
and happy is everyone who retains her.

1919 The LORD by wisdom has founded the earth;
by understanding He has established the heavens;

2020 by His knowledge the depths are broken up,
and the clouds drop down the dew.

2121 My son, let them not depart from your eyes—
keep sound wisdom and discretion;

2222 so they will be life to your soul
and grace to your neck.

2323 Then you will walk safely in your way,
and your foot will not stumble.

2424 When you lie down, you will not be afraid;
yes, you will lie down and your sleep will be sweet.

2525 Do not be afraid of sudden terror,
nor of trouble from the wicked when it comes;

2626 for the LORD will be your confidence,
and will keep your foot from being caught.

2727 Do not withhold good from those to whom it is
due,

when it is in the power of your hand to do it.
2828 Do not say to your neighbor,
“Go, and come again, and tomorrow I will give it,”
when you have it with you.

2929 Do not devise evil against your neighbor,
seeing he dwells securely by you.

3030 Do not strive with a man without cause,
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if he has done you no harm.
3131 Do not envy the oppressor,
and choose none of his ways;

3232 for the perverse is an abomination to the LORD ,
but His secret counselcounsel is with the righteous.

3333 The curse of the LORD is on the house of the
wicked,

but He blesses the habitation of the just.
3434 Surely He scorns the scornful,
but He gives favor to the humble.

3535 The wise will inherit glory,
but shame will be the legacy of fools.

Wisdom Is SuprWisdom Is Supremeeme

Hear, O children, the instruction of a father,
and attend to know understanding.

22 For I give you good precepts;
do not forsake my teaching.

33 For I was my father’s son,
tender and the only beloved in the sight of my

mother.
44 He also taught me and said to me,
“Let your heart retain my words;
keep my commandments, and live.

55 Get wisdom! Get understanding!
Do not forget it, nor turn away from the words of

my mouth.
66 Do not forsake her, and she will preserve you;
love her, and she will keep you.

77 Wisdom is principal; therefore get wisdom.
And with all your getting, get understanding.

88 Exalt her, and she will promote you;
she will bring you honor, when you embrace her.

99 She will place on your head an ornament of grace;
a crown of glory she will deliver to you.”

1010 Hear, my son, and receive my sayings,
and the years of your life will be many.

1111 I have taught you in the way of wisdom;
I have led you in right paths.

1212 When you walk, your steps will not be hindered,
and when you run, you will not stumble.

1313 Take firm hold of instruction, do not let her go;
keep her, for she is your life.

1414 Do not enter the path of the wicked,
and do not go in the way of evil men.

1515 Avoid it, do not travel on it;
turn from it and pass on.

1616 For they do not sleep unless they have done mis-
chief;

and their sleep is taken away unless they cause
some to fall.

1717 For they eat the bread of wickedness
and drink the wine of violence.

1818 But the path of the just is as the shining light,
that shines more and more unto the perfect day.

1919 The way of the wicked is as darkness;
they do not know at what they stumble.

2020 My son, attend to my words;

incline your ear to my sayings.
2121 Do not let them depart from your eyes;
keep them in the midst of your heart;

2222 for they are life to those who find them,
and health to all their body.

2323 Keep your heart with all diligence,
for out of it are the issues of life.

2424 Put away from you a deceitful mouth,
and put perverse lips far from you.

2525 Let your eyes look right on,
and let your eyelids look straight before you.

2626 Ponder the path of your feet,
and let all your ways be established.

2727 Do not turn to the right or to the left;
remove your foot from evil.

WWarning Against Adulteryarning Against Adultery

My son, attend to my wisdom,
and bow your ear to my understanding,

22 that you may regard discretion,
and that your lips may keep knowledge.

33 For the lips of an immoral woman drip as a honey-
comb,

and her mouth is smoother than oil.
44 But her end is bitter as wormwood,
sharp as a two-edged sword.

55 Her feet go down to death,
her steps take hold of Sheol.

66 She does not ponder the path of life;
her ways are unstable, and she does not know it.

77 Hear me now therefore, O children,
and do not depart from the words of my mouth.

88 Remove your way far from her,
and do not go near the door of her house,

99 lest you give your honor to others,
and your years to the cruel;

1010 lest strangers be filled with your wealth,
and your labors go to the house of a stranger;

1111 and you mourn at the last,
when your flesh and your body are consumed,

1212 and say, “How I have hated instruction,
and my heart despised reproof!

1313 And I have not obeyed the voice of my teachers,
nor inclined my ear to those who instructed me!

1414 I was almost in utter ruin
in the midst of the congregation and assembly.”

1515 Drink waters out of your own cistern,
and running waters out of your own well.

1616 Should your fountains be dispersed abroad,
streams of water in the streets?

1717 Let them be only your own,
and not for strangers with you.

1818 Let your fountain be blessed,
and rejoice with the wife of your youth.

1919 Let her be as the loving deer and pleasant doe;
let her breasts satisfy you at all times;
and always be enraptured with her love.
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2020 Why should you, my son, be intoxicated by an im-
moral woman,

and embrace the bosom of a seductress?
2121 For the ways of man are before the eyes of the

LORD ,
and He ponders all his goings.

2222 His own iniquities entrap the wicked himself,
and he is snared in the cords of his sins.

2323 He will die for lack of instruction,
and in the greatness of his folly he will go astray.

WWarning Against Pledgesarning Against Pledges

My son, if you put up a security for your friend,
if you have shaken hands with a stranger,

22 you are snared with the words of your mouth;
you are taken with the words of your mouth.

33 Do this now, my son, and deliver yourself;
when you have come into the hand of your friend,

go and humble yourself;
plead with your friend.

44 Give no sleep to your eyes,
nor slumber to your eyelids.

55 Deliver yourself as a doe from the hand of the
hunter,

and as a bird from the hand of the fowler.

The Folly of IdlenessThe Folly of Idleness
66 Go to the ant, you sluggard!
Consider her ways and be wise.

77 Which, having no guide,
overseer, or ruler,

88 provides her bread in the summer,
and gathers her food in the harvest.

99 How long will you sleep, O sluggard?
When will you arise out of your sleep?

1010 Yet a little sleep, a little slumber,
a little folding of the hands to sleep—

1111 so will your poverty come upon you like a stalker,
and your need as an armed man.

The Wicked ManThe Wicked Man
1212 A wayward person, a wicked man,
walks with a perverse mouth.
1313 He winks with his eyes,
he signals with his feet,
he motions with his fingers;
1414 perversity is in his heart,
he devises mischief continually, he sows discord.

1515 Therefore his calamity will come suddenly;
in a moment he will be broken without remedy.

1616 These six things the LORD hates,
yes, seven are an abomination to him:

1717 a proud look,
a lying tongue,
and hands that shed innocent blood,
1818 a heart that devises wicked imaginations,
feet that are swift in running to mischief,

1919 a false witness who speaks lies,
and he who sows discord among brethren.

WWarning Against Adulteryarning Against Adultery
2020 My son, keep your father’s commandment,
and do not forsake the instruction of your mother.

2121 Bind them continually upon your heart,
and tie them around your neck.

2222 When you go, they will lead you;
when you sleep, they will keep you;
and when you awake, they will speak with you.

2323 For the commandment is a lamp, and the law is
light;

and reproofs of instruction are the way of life,
2424 to keep you from the evil woman,
from the flattery of the tongue of a seductress.

2525 Do not lust after her beauty in your heart,
nor let her allure you with her eyelids.

2626 For by means of a harlot a man is reduced to a
piece of bread,

and the adulteress will prey upon his precious life.
2727 Can a man take fire in his bosom,
and his clothes not be burned?

2828 Can one walk upon hot coals,
and his feet not be burned?

2929 So he who goes in to his neighbor’s wife;
whoever touches her will not be innocent.

3030 Men do not despise a thief if he steals
to satisfy himself when he is hungry.

3131 But if he is found, he will restore sevenfold;
he will give all the substance of his house.

3232 But whoever commits adultery with a woman lacks
understanding;

he who does it destroys his own soul.
3333 A wound and dishonor will he get,
and his reproach will not be wiped away.

3434 For jealousy is the rage of a man;
therefore he will not spare in the day of vengeance.

3535 He will not regard any ransom,
nor will he rest content, though you give many gifts.

BeBewarware of the Adultere of the Adulteressess

My son, keep my words,
and lay up my commandments within you.

22 Keep my commandments and live,
and my teaching as the apple of your eye.

33 Bind them on your fingers;
write them on the tablet of your heart.

44 Say to wisdom, “You are my sister,”
and call understanding your kinswoman,

55 that they may keep you from the immoral woman,
from the seductress who flatters with her words.

66 For at the window of my house
I looked through my casement,

77 and saw among the simple ones,
I discerned among the youths,
a young man void of understanding,
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88 passing through the street near her corner;
and he went the way to her house

99 in the twilight, in the evening,
in the black and dark night.

1010 And there a woman met him,
with the attire of a harlot, and subtle of heart.

1111 She is loud and stubborn;
her feet do not abide in her house.

1212 Now she is without, now in the streets,
and lies in wait at every corner.

1313 So she caught him, and kissed him;
and with an impudent face said to him:

1414 “I have peace offerings with me;
this day have I paid my vows.

1515 Therefore I came out to meet you,
diligently to seek your face, and I have found you.

1616 I have decked my bed with coverings of tapestry,
with carved works, with fine linen of Egypt.

1717 I have perfumed my bed
with myrrh, aloes, and cinnamon.

1818 Come, let us take our fill of love until the morning;
let us solace ourselves with love.

1919 For my husband is not at home;
he has gone on a long journey;

2020 he has taken a bag of money with him,
and will come home at the day appointed.”

2121 With her enticing speech she caused him to yield,
with the flattering of her lips she seduced him.

2222 He went after her straightway,
as an ox goes to the slaughter,

or as a fool to the correction of the stocks,
2323 until a dart struck through his liver.

As a bird hastens to the snare,
he did not know that it would cost him his life.

2424 Listen to me now therefore, O children,
and attend to the words of my mouth:

2525 do not let your heart turn aside to her ways,
do not go astray in her paths;

2626 for she has cast down many wounded,
and many strong men have been slain by her.

2727 Her house is the way to Sheol,
going down to the chambers of death.

The Virtue of WisdomThe Virtue of Wisdom

Does not wisdom cry out,
and understanding lift up her voice?

22 She stands on the top of high places,
by the way in the places of the paths.

33 She cries out at the gates,
at the entry of the city, at the entrance of the doors:

44 “To you, O men, I call,
and my voice is to the sons of men.

55 O you simple, understand wisdom,
and you fools, be of an understanding heart.

66 Hear, for I will speak of excellent things,
and from the opening of my lips will be right things;

77 for my mouth will speak truth,
and wickedness is an abomination to my lips.

88 All the words of my mouth are in righteousness;
there is nothing crooked or perverse in them.

99 They are all plain to him who understands,
and right to those who find knowledge.

1010 Receive my instruction, and not silver,
and knowledge rather than choice gold;

1111 for wisdom is better than rubies,
and all the things that may be desired are not to be

compared to it.
1212 “I, wisdom, dwell with prudence,
and find out knowledge and discretion.

1313 The fear of the LORD is to hate evil;
pride and arrogance
and the evil way and the perverse mouth I hate.

1414 Counsel is mine, and sound wisdom;
I am understanding, I have strength.

1515 By me kings reign,
and princes decree justice.

1616 By me princes rule,
and nobles, even all the judges of the earth.

1717 I love those who love me,
and those who seek me early will find me.

1818 Riches and honor are with me,
yes, enduring riches and righteousness.

1919 My fruit is better than gold,
yes, than fine gold, and my revenue than choice sil-

ver.
2020 I lead in the way of righteousness,
in the midst of the paths of justice,

2121 that I may cause those who love me to inherit
wealth,

and I will fill their treasuries.
2222 “The LORD possessed me in the beginning of His

way,
before His works of old.

2323 I was set up from everlasting,
from the beginning, before there was ever an earth.

2424 When there were no depths, I was brought forth,
when there were no fountains abounding with wa-

ter.
2525 Before the mountains were settled,
before the hills I was brought forth;

2626 while as yet He had not made the earth or the
fields,

or the first dust of the world.
2727 When He prepared the heavens, I was there,
when He drew a circle on the face of the deep,

2828 when He established the clouds above,
when He strengthened the fountains of the deep,

2929 when He gave to the sea His decree,
that the waters should not pass His commandment,

when He appointed the foundations of the earth,
3030 then I was by Him, as one brought up with Him;

and I was daily His delight,
rejoicing always before Him,

3131 rejoicing in the habitable part of His earth,
and my delights were with the sons of men.

3232 “Now therefore listen to me, O you children,
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for blessed are those who keep my ways.
3333 Hear instruction, and be wise,
and do not refuse it.

3434 Blessed is the man who hears me,
watching daily at my gates,
waiting at the posts of my doors.

3535 For whoever finds me finds life,
and will obtain favor of the LORD ;

3636 but he who sins against me wrongs his own soul;
all those who hate me love death.”

The WThe Way of Wisdomay of Wisdom

Wisdom has built her house,
she has hewn out her seven pillars;

22 she has killed her beasts, she has mixed her wine,
she has also furnished her table.

33 She has sent out her maidens,
she cries out from the highest places of the city,

44 “Whoever is simple, let him turn in here.”
As for him who wants understanding, she says to

him,
55 “Come, eat of my bread,
and drink of the wine which I have mixed.

66 Forsake foolishness and live,
and go in the way of understanding.”

77 He who reproves a scorner gets shame for himself,
and he who rebukes a wicked man gets hurt.

88 Do not reprove a scorner, lest he hate you;
rebuke a wise man, and he will love you.

99 Give instruction to a wise man, and he will be yet
wiser;

teach a just man, and he will increase in learning.
1010 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom,
and the knowledge of the Holy One is understand-

ing.
1111 For by me your days will be multiplied,
and the years of your life will be increased.

1212 If you are wise, you will be wise for yourself,
but if you scorn, you alone will bear it.

The WThe Way of Foolishnessay of Foolishness
1313 A foolish woman is clamorous;
she is simple, and knows nothing.

1414 For she sits at the door of her house,
on a seat in the high places of the city,

1515 to call those who pass by
who go right on their way:

1616 “Whoever is simple, let him turn in here.”
And as for him who lacks understanding, she says to

him,
1717 “Stolen waters are sweet,
and bread eaten in secret is pleasant.”

1818 But he does not know that the dead are there,
and that her guests are in the depths of the grave.

The PrThe Prooverbs of Solomonverbs of Solomon

The proverbs of Solomon.
A wise son makes a glad father,

but a foolish son is the grief of his mother.
22 Treasures of wickedness profit nothing,
but righteousness delivers from death.

33 The LORD will not allow the soul of the righteous to
famish,

but He casts away the desire of the wicked.
44 He becomes poor who deals with a slack hand,
but the hand of the diligent makes rich.

55 He who gathers in summer is a wise son,
but he who sleeps in harvest is a son who causes

shame.
66 Blessings are on the head of the just,
but violence covers the mouth of the wicked.

77 The memory of the just is blessed,
but the name of the wicked will rot.

88 The wise in heart will receive commandments,
but a prating fool will fall.

99 He who walks uprightly walks surely,
but he who perverts his ways will be known.

1010 He who winks with the eye causes sorrow,
but a prating fool will fall.

1111 The mouth of a righteous man is a well of life,
but violence covers the mouth of the wicked.

1212 Hatred stirs up strife,
but love covers all sins.

1313 In the lips of him who has understanding wisdom is
found,

but a rod is for the back of him who is void of under-
standing.

1414 Wise men store up knowledge,
but the mouth of the foolish is near destruction.

1515 The rich man’s wealth is his strong city;
the destruction of the poor is their poverty.

1616 The labor of the righteous tends to life,
the fruit of the wicked to sin.

1717 He who keeps instruction is in the way of life,
but he who refuses reproof errs.

1818 He who hides hatred has lying lips,
and he who spreads slander is a fool.

1919 In the multitude of words sin is not lacking,
but he who restrains his lips is wise.

2020 The tongue of the just is as choice silver;
the heart of the wicked is worth little.

2121 The lips of the righteous feed many,
but fools die for lack of wisdom.

2222 The blessing of the LORD makes rich,
and He adds no sorrow with it.

2323 To do mischief is like sport to a fool,
but a man of understanding has wisdom.

2424 The fear of the wicked will come upon him,
but the desire of the righteous will be granted.

2525 As the whirlwind passes, so is the wicked no more,
but the righteous has an everlasting foundation.

2626 As vinegar to the teeth and as smoke to the eyes,
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so is the sluggard to those who send him.
2727 The fear of the LORD prolongs days,
but the years of the wicked will be shortened.

2828 The hope of the righteous will be gladness,
but the expectation of the wicked will perish.

2929 The way of the LORD is strength to the upright,
but destruction will come to the workers of iniquity.

3030 The righteous will never be removed,
but the wicked will not inhabit the earth.

3131 The mouth of the just brings forth wisdom,
but the perverse tongue will be cut out.

3232 The lips of the righteous know what is acceptable,
but the mouth of the wicked speaks what is per-

verse.
A false balance is abomination to the LORD ,

but a just weight is His delight.
22 When pride comes, then comes shame;
but with the humble is wisdom.

33 The integrity of the upright will guide them,
but the perverseness of transgressors will destroy

them.
44 Riches do not profit in the day of wrath,
but righteousness delivers from death.

55 The righteousness of the upright will direct his way,
but the wicked will fall by his own wickedness.

66 The righteousness of the upright will deliver them,
but transgressors will be taken by their schemes.

77 When a wicked man dies, his expectation will perish,
and the hope of unjust men perishes.

88 The righteous is delivered out of trouble,
and the wicked comes in his place.

99 A hypocrite with his mouth destroys his neighbor,
but through knowledge the just will be delivered.

1010 When it goes well with the righteous, the city rejoic-
es;

and when the wicked perish, there is shouting.
1111 By the blessing of the upright the city is exalted,
but it is overthrown by the mouth of the wicked.

1212 He who is void of wisdom despises his neighbor,
but a man of understanding holds his peace.

1313 A talebearer reveals secrets,
but he who is of a faithful spirit conceals the matter.

1414 Where there is no counsel, the people fall;
but in the multitude of counselors there is safety.

1515 He who puts up a pledge for a stranger will suffer
for it,

and he who hates being a pledge is secure.
1616 A gracious woman retains honor,
but ruthless men retain riches.

1717 The merciful man does good to his own soul,
but he who is cruel troubles his own body.

1818 The wicked works a deceitful work,
but to him who sows righteousness will be a sure re-

ward.
1919 As righteousness tends to life,
so he who pursues evil pursues it to his own death.

2020 Those who are of a perverse heart are abomination
to the LORD ,

but such as are upright in their way are His delight.
2121 Though be assured, the wicked will not be unpun-

ished,
but the posterity of the righteous will be delivered.

2222 As a jewel of gold in a swine’s snout,
so is a fair woman who is without discretion.

2323 The desire of the righteous is only good,
but the expectation of the wicked is wrath.

2424 There is oneone who scatters, yet increases;
and there is oneone who withholds more than is right,

but it leads to poverty.
2525 The generous soul will be made rich,
and he who waters will be watered also himself.

2626 The people will curse him who withholds grain,
but blessing will be upon the head of him who sells

it.
2727 He who diligently seeks good procures favor,
but he who seeks mischief, it will come to him.

2828 He who trusts in his riches will fall,
but the righteous will flourish as a branch.

2929 He who troubles his own house will inherit the
wind,

and the fool will be servant to the wise of heart.
3030 The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life,
and he who wins souls is wise.

3131 If the righteous will be recompensed in the earth,
how much more the wicked and the sinner.

Whoever loves instruction loves knowledge,
but he who hates reproof is brutish.

22 A good man obtains favor of the LORD ,
but a man of wicked devices will He condemn.

33 A man will not be established by wickedness,
but the root of the righteous will not be moved.

44 A virtuous woman is a crown to her husband,
but she who brings shame is as rottenness in his

bones.
55 The thoughts of the righteous are right,
but the counsels of the wicked are deceit.

66 The words of the wicked are, “Lie in wait for blood,”
but the mouth of the upright will deliver them.

77 The wicked are overthrown, and are not,
but the house of the righteous will stand.

88 A man will be commended according to his wisdom,
but he who is of a perverse heart will be despised.

99 He who is lightly esteemed and has a servant is bet-
ter

than he who honors himself and lacks bread.
1010 A righteous man regards the life of his animal,
but the tender mercies of the wicked are cruel.

1111 He who tills his land will be satisfied with bread,
but he who follows vain persons is void of under-

standing.
1212 The wicked covet the plunder of evil men,
but the root of the righteous yields fruit.

1313 The wicked is snared by the transgression of his
lips,

but the just will come out of trouble.
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1414 A man will be satisfied with good by the fruit of his
mouth,

and the recompense of a man’s hands will be ren-
dered to him.

1515 The way of a fool is right in his own eyes,
but he who listens to counsel is wise.

1616 A fool’s wrath is presently known,
but a prudent man covers shame.

1717 He who speaks truth shows forth righteousness,
but a false witness deceit.

1818 There is one who speaks like the piercings of a
sword,

but the tongue of the wise is health.
1919 The truthful lip will be established forever,
but a lying tongue is but for a moment.

2020 Deceit is in the heart of those who imagine evil,
but to the counselors of peace is joy.

2121 There will no evil happen to the just,
but the wicked will be filled with mischief.

2222 Lying lips are abomination to the LORD ,
but those who deal truly are His delight.

2323 A prudent man conceals knowledge,
but the heart of fools proclaims foolishness.

2424 The hand of the diligent will rule,
but the slothful will be put to forced labor.

2525 Heaviness in the heart of man makes it droop,
but a good word makes it glad.

2626 The righteous is a guide to his neighbors,
but the way of the wicked leads them astray.

2727 The slothful man does not roast that which he took
in hunting,

but the substance of a diligent man is precious.
2828 In the way of righteousness is life,
and in its pathway there is no death.

A wise son heeds his father’s instruction,
but a scoffer does not listen to rebuke.

22 A man will eat well by the fruit of his mouth,
but the soul of the transgressor will eat violence.

33 He who guards his mouth preserves his life,
but he who opens wide his lips will have destruction.

44 The soul of the sluggard desires, and has nothing;
but the soul of the diligent will be made fat.

55 A righteous man hates lying,
but a wicked man is loathsome and comes to

shame.
66 Righteousness keeps him who is upright in the way,
but wickedness overthrows the sinner.

77 There is one who makes himself rich, yet has noth-
ing;

there is one who makes himself poor, yet has great
riches.

88 The ransom of a man’s life is his riches,
but the poor does not hear rebuke.

99 The light of the righteous rejoices,
but the lamp of the wicked will be put out.

1010 Only by pride comes contention,
but with the well-advised is wisdom.

1111 Wealth gained by vanity will be diminished,

but he who gathers by labor will increase.
1212 Hope deferred makes the heart sick,
but when the desire comes, it is a tree of life.

1313 Whoever despises the word will be destroyed,
but he who fears the commandment will be reward-

ed.
1414 The teaching of the wise is a fountain of life,
to depart from the snares of death.

1515 Good understanding gives favor,
but the way of transgressors is hard.

1616 Every prudent man deals with knowledge,
but a fool lays open his folly.

1717 A wicked messenger falls into mischief,
but a faithful envoy is health.

1818 Poverty and shame will be to him who refuses in-
struction,

but he who regards reproof will be honored.
1919 The desire accomplished is sweet to the soul,
but it is abomination to fools to depart from evil.

2020 He who walks with wise men will be wise,
but a companion of fools will be destroyed.

2121 Evil pursues sinners,
but to the righteous good will be repaid.

2222 A good man leaves an inheritance to his children’s
children,

and the wealth of the sinner is laid up for the just.
2323 Much food is in the tillage of the poor,
but for lack of justice it is destroyed.

2424 He who spares his rod hates his son,
but he who loves him disciplines him early.

2525 The righteous eats to the satisfying of his soul,
but the stomach of the wicked will want.

Every wise woman builds her house,
but the foolish pulls it down with her hands.

22 He who walks in his uprightness fears the LORD ,
but he who is perverse in his ways despises Him.

33 In the mouth of the foolish is a rod of pride,
but the lips of the wise will preserve them.

44 Where no oxen are, the crib is clean;
but much increase is by the strength of the ox.

55 A faithful witness will not lie,
but a false witness will utter lies.

66 A scorner seeks wisdom and does not find it,
but knowledge is easy to him who understands.

77 Go from the presence of a foolish man,
when you do not perceive in him the lips of knowl-

edge.
88 The wisdom of the prudent is to understand his

way,
but the folly of fools is deceit.

99 Fools make a mock at sin,
but among the righteous there is favor.

1010 The heart knows its own bitterness,
and a stranger does not share its joy.

1111 The house of the wicked will be overthrown,
but the tent of the upright will flourish.

1212 There is a way that seems right to a man,
but its end is the way of death.
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1313 Even in laughter the heart is sorrowful,
and the end of that cheer is grief.

1414 The backslider in heart will be filled with his own
ways,

but a good man will be satisfied with his.
1515 The simple believes every word,
but the prudent man considers his steps.

1616 A wise man fears and departs from evil,
but the fool rages and is self-confident.

1717 He who is quick-tempered deals foolishly,
and a man of wicked devices is hated.

1818 The simple inherit folly,
but the prudent are crowned with knowledge.

1919 The evil bow before the good,
and the wicked at the gates of the righteous.

2020 The poor is hated even by his own neighbor,
but the rich has many friends.

2121 He who despises his neighbor sins,
but he who has mercy on the poor, happy is he.

2222 Do they not err who devise evil?
But mercy and truth will be to those who devise

good.
2323 In all labor there is profit,
but mere talk leads only to poverty.

2424 The crown of the wise is their riches,
but the foolishness of fools is folly.

2525 A true witness delivers souls,
but a deceitful witness speaks lies.

2626 In the fear of the LORD is strong confidence,
and His children will have a place of refuge.

2727 The fear of the LORD is a fountain of life,
to depart from the snares of death.

2828 In the multitude of people is a king’s honor,
but in the lack of people is the destruction of a

prince.
2929 He who is slow to wrath is of great understanding,
but he who is hasty of spirit exalts folly.

3030 A sound heart is the life of the flesh,
but envy the rottenness of the bones.

3131 He who oppresses the poor reproaches his Maker,
but he who honors Him has mercy on the poor.

3232 The wicked is driven away in his wickedness,
but the righteous has hope in his death.

3333 Wisdom rests in the heart of him who has under-
standing,

but that which is in the midst of fools is made
known.

3434 Righteousness exalts a nation,
but sin is a reproach to any people.

3535 The king’s favor is toward a wise servant,
but his wrath is against him who causes shame.

A soft answer turns away wrath,
but grievous words stir up anger.

22 The tongue of the wise uses knowledge aright,
but the mouth of fools pours out foolishness.

33 The eyes of the LORD are in every place,
keeping watch on the evil and the good.

44 A wholesome tongue is a tree of life,

but perverseness in it crushes the spirit.
55 A fool despises his father’s instruction,
but he who regards reproof is prudent.

66 In the house of the righteous is much treasure,
but in the revenue of the wicked is trouble.

77 The lips of the wise disperse knowledge,
but the heart of the foolish does not do so.

88 The sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination to the
LORD ,

but the prayer of the upright is His delight.
99 The way of the wicked is an abomination unto the

LORD ,
but He loves him who follows after righteousness.

1010 Correction is grievous to him who forsakes the way,
and he who hates reproof will die.

1111 Death and destruction are before the LORD ;
so how much more the hearts of the children of

men.
1212 A scorner does not love one who reproves him,
nor will he go to the wise.

1313 A merry heart makes a cheerful countenance,
but by sorrow of the heart the spirit is broken.

1414 The heart of him who has understanding seeks
knowledge,

but the mouth of fools feeds on foolishness.
1515 All the days of the afflicted are evil,
but he who is of a merry heart has a continual feast.

1616 Better is little with the fear of the LORD
than great treasure with trouble.

1717 Better is a dinner of herbs where love is
than a fatted calf with hatred.

1818 A wrathful man stirs up strife,
but he who is slow to anger appeases strife.

1919 The way of the slothful man is as a hedge of thorns,
but the way of the righteous is made plain.

2020 A wise son makes a father glad,
but a foolish man despises his mother.

2121 Folly is joy to him who is destitute of wisdom,
but a man of understanding walks uprightly.

2222 Without counsel, purposes are disappointed,
but in the multitude of counselors they are estab-

lished.
2323 A man has joy by the answer of his mouth,
and a word spoken in due season, how good it is!

2424 The way of life leads above for the wise,
that he may depart from Sheol below.

2525 The LORD will destroy the house of the proud,
but He will establish the border of the widow.

2626 The thoughts of the wicked are an abomination to
the LORD ,

but the words of the pure are pleasant words.
2727 He who is greedy of gain troubles his own house,
but he who hates bribes will live.

2828 The heart of the righteous studies to answer,
but the mouth of the wicked pours out evil things.

2929 The LORD is far from the wicked,
but He hears the prayer of the righteous.

3030 The light of the eyes rejoices the heart,
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and a good report makes the bones healthy.
3131 The ear that hears the reproof of life
abides among the wise.

3232 He who refuses instruction despises his own soul,
but he who hears reproof gains understanding.

3333 The fear of the LORD is the instruction of wisdom,
and before honor is humility.

The preparations of the heart belong to man,
but the answer of the tongue is from the LORD

.
22 All the ways of a man are clean in his own eyes,
but the LORD weighs the spirit.

33 Commit your works to the LORD ,
and your thoughts will be established.

44 The LORD has made all things for Himself,
yes, even the wicked for the day of evil.

55 Everyone who is proud in heart is an abomination to
the LORD ;

be assured, he will not be unpunished.
66 By mercy and truth iniquity is purged;
and by the fear of the LORD men depart from evil.

77 When a man’s ways please the LORD ,
He makes even his enemies to be at peace with him.

88 Better is a little with righteousness
than great revenues with injustice.

99 A man’s heart devises his way,
but the LORD directs his steps.

1010 A divine sentence is in the lips of the king;
his mouth does not transgress in judgment.

1111 A just weight and balance belong to the LORD ;
all the weights of the bag are His work.

1212 It is an abomination to kings to commit wicked-
ness,

for the throne is established by righteousness.
1313 Righteous lips are the delight of kings,
and they love him who speaks right.

1414 The wrath of a king is as messengers of death,
but a wise man will pacify it.

1515 In the light of the king’s countenance is life,
and his favor is as a cloud of the latter rain.

1616 How much better to get wisdom than gold!
And to get understanding is to be chosen rather

than silver!
1717 The highway of the upright is to depart from evil;
he who keeps his way preserves his soul.

1818 Pride goes before destruction,
and a haughty spirit before a fall.

1919 Better it is to be of a humble spirit with the lowly
than to divide the spoil with the proud.

2020 He who handles a matter wisely will find good,
and whoever trusts in the LORD , happy is he.

2121 The wise in heart will be called prudent,
and the sweetness of the lips increases learning.

2222 Understanding is a wellspring of life to him who
has it,

but the instruction of fools is folly.
2323 The heart of the wise teaches his mouth,
and adds learning to his lips.

2424 Pleasant words are as a honeycomb,
sweet to the soul and health to the bones.

2525 There is a way that seems right to a man,
but its end is the way of death.

2626 He who labors, labors for himself,
for his mouth craves it of him.

2727 An ungodly man digs up evil,
and in his lips there is as a burning fire.

2828 A perverse man sows strife,
and a whisperer separates the best of friends.

2929 A violent man entices his neighbor,
and leads him into the way that is not good.

3030 He shuts his eyes to devise perverse things;
moving his lips he brings evil to pass.

3131 The gray-haired head is a crown of glory,
if it is found in the way of righteousness.

3232 He who is slow to anger is better than the mighty,
and he who rules his spirit than he who takes a city.

3333 The lot is cast into the lap,
but the whole outcome is of the LORD .

Better is a dry morsel with quietness
than a house full of sacrifices with strife.

22 A wise servant will have rule over a son who causes
shame,

and will have part of the inheritance among the
brothers.

33 The refining pot is for silver and the furnace for
gold,

but the LORD tries the hearts.
44 A wicked doer gives heed to false lips,
and a liar gives ear to a wayward tongue.

55 Whoever mocks the poor reproaches his Maker,
and he who is glad at calamities will not be unpun-

ished.
66 Grandchildren are the crown of old men,
and the glory of children are their fathers.

77 Excellent speech is not becoming to a fool,
much less lying lips to a prince.

88 A gift is as a precious stone in the eyes of him who
has it;

wherever he turns, it prospers.
99 He who covers a transgression seeks love,
but he who repeats a matter separates friends.

1010 A reproof enters deeper into a wise man
than a hundred stripes into a fool.

1111 An evil man seeks only rebellion;
therefore a cruel messenger will be sent against

him.
1212 Let a man meet a bear robbed of her cubs
rather than a fool in his folly.

1313 Whoever rewards evil for good,
evil will not depart from his house.

1414 The beginning of strife is as when one lets out wa-
ter;

therefore abandon contention before a quarrel
starts.

1515 He who justifies the wicked, and he who condemns
the just,
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both of them are abomination to the LORD .
1616 Why is there a price in the hand of a fool to get wis-

dom,
seeing he has no heart for it?

1717 A friend loves at all times,
and a brother is born for adversity.

1818 A man void of understanding shakes hands,
and becomes a pledge in the presence of his friend.

1919 He loves transgression who loves strife,
and he who exalts his gate seeks destruction.

2020 He who has a deceitful heart finds no good,
and he who has a perverse tongue falls into mis-

chief.
2121 He who fathers a fool does it to his sorrow,
and the father of a fool has no joy.

2222 A merry heart does good like a medicine,
but a broken spirit dries the bones.

2323 A wicked man takes a bribe out of a hidden place
to pervert the ways of judgment.

2424 Wisdom is before him who has understanding,
but the eyes of a fool are in the ends of the earth.

2525 A foolish son is a grief to his father,
and bitterness to her who bore him.

2626 Also to punish the just is not good,
nor to strike princes for their uprightness.

2727 He who has knowledge spares his words,
and a man of understanding is of an excellent spirit.

2828 Even a fool, when he holds his peace, is counted
wise;

and he who shuts his lips is esteemed a man of un-
derstanding.

He who separates himself seeks his own desire;
he seeks and quarrels against all wisdom.

22 A fool has no delight in understanding,
but in expressing his own heart.

33 When the wicked comes, then comes also con-
tempt,

and with dishonor reproach.
44 The words of a man’s mouth are as deep waters,
and the wellspring of wisdom as a flowing brook.

55 It is not good to favor the wicked,
or to turn aside the righteous in judgment.

66 A fool’s lips enter into contention,
and his mouth calls for flogging.

77 A fool’s mouth is his destruction,
and his lips are the snare of his soul.

88 The words of a talebearer are as wounds,
and they go down into the innermost parts of the

body.
99 He also who is slothful in his work
is brother to him who is a great waster.

1010 The name of the LORD is a strong tower;
the righteous run into it and are safe.

1111 The rich man’s wealth is his strong city,
and as a high wall in his own conceit.

1212 Before destruction the heart of man is haughty,
and before honor is humility.

1313 He who answers a matter before he hears it,

it is folly and shame to him.
1414 The spirit of a man will sustain his infirmity,
but a wounded spirit who can bear?

1515 The heart of the prudent gets knowledge,
and the ear of the wise seeks knowledge.

1616 A man’s gift makes room for him,
and brings him before great men.

1717 He who is first in his own cause seems just,
but his neighbor comes and searches him.

1818 The lot causes contentions to cease,
and keeps the mighty ones apart.

1919 A brother offended is harder to be won than a
strong city,

and their contentions are like the bars of a castle.
2020 A man’s stomach will be satisfied with the fruit of

his mouth;
and with the increase of his lips will he be filled.

2121 Death and life are in the power of the tongue,
and those who love it will eat its fruit.

2222 Whoever finds a wife finds a good thing,
and obtains favor of the LORD .

2323 The poor manman uses entreaties,
but the rich manman answers roughly.

2424 A man who has friends must show himself friendly,
and there is a friend who sticks closer than a broth-

er.
Better is the poor who walks in his integrity

than he who is perverse in his lips and is a
fool.

22 Also, it is not good for the soul to be without knowl-
edge,

and he who hastens with his feet sins.
33 The foolishness of man perverts his way,
and his heart frets against the LORD .

44 Wealth makes many friends,
but the poor is separated from his neighbor.

55 A false witness will not be unpunished,
and he who speaks lies will not escape.

66 Many will entreat the favor of the prince,
and every man is a friend to him who gives gifts.

77 All the brothers of the poor hate him;
how much more do his friends go far from him!

He pursues them with words,
yet they abandon him.

88 He who gets wisdom loves his own soul;
he who keeps understanding will find good.

99 A false witness will not be unpunished,
and he who speaks lies will perish.

1010 Delight is not seemly for a fool,
much less for a servant to have rule over princes.

1111 The discretion of a man defers his anger,
and it is his glory to pass over a transgression.

1212 The king’s wrath is as the roaring of a lion,
but his favor is as dew upon the grass.

1313 A foolish son is the calamity of his father,
and the contentions of a wife are a continual drip-

ping of water.
1414 House and riches are the inheritance of fathers,
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and a prudent wife is from the LORD .
1515 Slothfulness casts into a deep sleep,
and an idle soul will suffer hunger.

1616 He who keeps the commandment keeps his own
soul,

but he who is careless in his ways will die.
1717 He who has pity on the poor lends to the LORD ,
and He will repay what he has given.

1818 Chasten your son while there is hope,
and let not your soul spare for his crying.

1919 A man of great wrath will suffer punishment;
for if you deliver him, yet you must do it again.

2020 Hear counsel and receive instruction,
that you may be wise in your latter days.

2121 There are many plans in a man’s heart,
nevertheless the counsel of the LORD will stand.

2222 The desire of a man is his kindness,
and a poor man is better than a liar.

2323 The fear of the LORD tends to life,
and he who has it will abide satisfied; he will not be

visited with evil.
2424 A slothful man hides his hand in his bowl,
and will not so much as bring it to his mouth again.

2525 Smite a scorner, and the simple will beware;
and reprove one who has understanding, and he

will understand knowledge.
2626 He who mistreats his father and chases away his

mother
is a son who causes shame and brings reproach.

2727 Cease, my son, to hear the instruction
that causes to err from the words of knowledge.

2828 An ungodly witness scorns judgment,
and the mouth of the wicked devours iniquity.

2929 Judgments are prepared for scorners,
and beatings for the back of fools.

Wine is a mocker, strong drink is raging,
and whoever is deceived by it is not wise.

22 The terror of a king is as the roaring of a lion;
whoever provokes him to anger sins against his own

soul.
33 It is an honor for a man to cease from strife,
but every fool will be meddling.

44 The sluggard will not plow because of the cold;
therefore he will beg during harvest and have noth-

ing.
55 Counsel in the heart of man is like deep water,
but a man of understanding will draw it out.

66 Most men will proclaim everyone his own goodness,
but who can find a faithful man?

77 The just man walks in his integrity;
his children are blessed after him.

88 A king who sits on the throne of judgment
scatters away all evil with his eyes.

99 Who can say, “I have made my heart clean,
I am pure from my sin”?

1010 Diverse weights and diverse measures,
both of them alike are an abomination to the LORD .

1111 Even a child is known by his doings,

whether his work is pure and whether it is right.
1212 The hearing ear and the seeing eye,
the LORD has made both of them.

1313 Do not love sleep, lest you come to poverty;
open your eyes, and you will be satisfied with bread.

1414 “It is bad, it is bad,” says the buyer;
but when he has gone his way, then he boasts.

1515 There is gold and a multitude of rubies,
but the lips of knowledge are a precious jewel.

1616 Take the garment of him who is a pledge for a
stranger,

and hold it as a security when it is for a wayward
woman.

1717 Bread of deceit is sweet to a man,
but afterwards his mouth will be filled with gravel.

1818 Every purpose is established by counsel,
and with good advice wage war.

1919 He who goes about as a talebearer reveals secrets;
therefore do not meddle with him who flatters with

his lips.
2020 Whoever curses his father or his mother,
his lamp will be put out in obscure darkness.

2121 An inheritance may be gained hastily at the begin-
ning,

but the end of it will not be blessed.
2222 Do not say, “I will recompense evil”;
but wait on the LORD , and He will save you.

2323 Diverse weights are an abomination to the LORD ,
and a false balance is not good.

2424 Man’s goings are of the LORD ;
how can a man then understand his own way?

2525 It is a snare to the man who dedicates rashly that
which is holy,

and after the vows to make inquiry.
2626 A wise king sifts out the wicked,
and drives the threshing wheel over them.

2727 The spirit of man is the candle of the LORD ,
searching all the inward parts of the heart.

2828 Mercy and truth preserve the king,
and his throne is upheld by mercy.

2929 The glory of young men is their strength,
and the beauty of old men is the gray head.

3030 The blows of a wound cleanse away evil,
so do stripes the inward parts of the heart.

The king’s heart is in the hand of the LORD ,
as the rivers of water; He turns it to any place

He will.
22 Every way of a man is right in his own eyes,
but the LORD weighs the hearts.

33 To do justice and judgment
is more acceptable to the LORD than sacrifice.

44 A high look, a proud heart,
and the plowing of the wicked are sin.

55 The thoughts of the diligent tend only to plenty,
but of everyone who is hasty only to want.

66 The getting of treasures by a lying tongue
is a vanity tossed back and forth by those who seek

death.
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77 The violence of the wicked will destroy them,
because they refuse to do justice.

88 The way of a guilty man is perverse;
but as for the pure, his work is right.

99 It is better to dwell in a corner of the housetop
than with a brawling woman in a wide house.

1010 The soul of the wicked desires evil;
his neighbor finds no favor in his eyes.

1111 When the scorner is punished, the simple is made
wise;

and when the wise is instructed, he receives knowl-
edge.

1212 The righteous man wisely considers the house of
the wicked,

but God overthrows the wicked for their wickedness.
1313 Whoever shuts his ears at the cry of the poor,
he also will cry himself, but will not be heard.

1414 A gift in secret pacifies anger,
and a concealed bribe strong wrath.

1515 It is joy to the just to do justice,
but destruction will come to the workers of iniquity.

1616 The man who wanders out of the way of under-
standing

will remain in the congregation of the dead.
1717 He who loves pleasure will be a poor man;
he who loves wine and oil will not be rich.

1818 The wicked will be a ransom for the righteous,
and the transgressor for the upright.

1919 It is better to dwell in the wilderness
than with a contentious and angry woman.

2020 There is treasure to be desired and oil in the
dwelling of the wise,

but a foolish man squanders it.
2121 He who follows after righteousness and mercy
finds life, righteousness, and honor.

2222 A wise man scales the city of the mighty,
and casts down the strength of its confidence.

2323 Whoever guards his mouth and his tongue
keeps his soul from trouble.

2424 Proud and haughty—scorner is his name,
who deals in proud wrath.

2525 The desire of the slothful kills him,
for his hands refuse to labor.

2626 He covets greedily all the day long,
but the righteous gives and does not spare.

2727 The sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination;
how much more when he brings it with a wicked in-

tent!
2828 A false witness will perish,
but a man who listens will speak forever.

2929 A wicked man hardens his face,
but as for the upright, he directs his way.

3030 There is no wisdom nor understanding nor counsel
against the LORD .

3131 The horse is prepared against the day of battle,
but victory is of the LORD .

A good name is rather to be chosen than great
riches,

and loving favor rather than silver and gold.
22 The rich and poor have this in common,
the LORD is the maker of them all.

33 A prudent man foresees the evil and hides himself,
but the simple pass on and are punished.

44 By humility and the fear of the LORD
are riches, and honor, and life.

55 Thorns and snares are in the way of the perverse;
he who guards his soul will be far from them.

66 Train up a child in the way he should go,
and when he is old he will not depart from it.

77 The rich rules over the poor,
and the borrower is servant to the lender.

88 He who sows iniquity will reap vanity,
and the rod of his anger will fail.

99 He who has a bountiful eye will be blessed,
for he gives of his bread to the poor.

1010 Cast out the scorner, and contention will go out;
yes, strife and reproach will cease.

1111 He who loves pureness of heart, for the grace of his
lips

the king will be his friend.
1212 The eyes of the LORD preserve knowledge,
and He overthrows the words of the transgressor.

1313 The slothful man says, “There is a lion without!
I will be slain in the streets!”

1414 The mouth of an immoral woman is a deep pit;
he who is detested by the LORD will fall therein.

1515 Foolishness is bound in the heart of a child,
but the rod of correction will drive it far from him.

1616 He who oppresses the poor to increase his riches,
and he who gives to the rich, will surely come to

want.

Thirty Sayings of the WiseThirty Sayings of the Wise

Saying OneSaying One
1717 Incline your ear and hear the words of the wise,
and apply your heart to my knowledge;

1818 for it is a pleasant thing if you keep them within
you;

they will readily be fitted in your lips.
1919 That your trust may be in the LORD ,
I have made known to you this day, even to you.

2020 Have I not written to you excellent things
in counsels and knowledge,

2121 that I might make you know the certainty of the
words of truth,

that you might answer the words of truth
to those who send to you?

Saying TSaying Twowo
2222 Do not rob the poor because he is poor,
neither oppress the afflicted in the gate;

2323 for the LORD will plead their cause,
and spoil the soul of those who spoiled them.
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Saying ThrSaying Threeee
2424 Make no friendship with an angry man,
and with a furious man you will not go,

2525 lest you learn his ways
and get a snare to your soul.

Saying FourSaying Four
2626 Do not be one of those who shakes hands in a

pledge,
or of those who use securities for debts;

2727 if you have nothing to pay,
why should he take away your bed from under you?

Saying FiveSaying Five
2828 Do not remove the ancient landmark
which your fathers have set.

Saying SixSaying Six
2929 Do you see a man diligent in his business?
He will stand before kings;
he will not stand before obscure men.

Saying SeSaying Sevenven

When you sit to eat with a ruler,
consider diligently what is before you;

22 and put a knife to your throat,
if you are a man given to appetite.

33 Be not desirous of his delicacies,
for they are deceptive food.

Saying EightSaying Eight
44 Do not labor to be rich;
cease from your own wisdom.

55 Will you set your eyes on that which is not?
For riches certainly make themselves wings;
they fly away as an eagle toward heaven.

Saying NineSaying Nine
66 Do not eat the bread of him who has an evil eye,
neither desire his delicacies;

77 for as he thinks in his heart,
so is he.

“Eat and drink!” he says to you,
but his heart is not with you.

88 The morsel you have eaten, you will vomit up,
and lose your sweet words.

Saying TSaying Tenen
99 Do not speak in the ears of a fool,
for he will despise the wisdom of your words.

Saying EleSaying Elevenven
1010 Do not remove the old landmark,
nor enter the fields of the fatherless;

1111 for their Redeemer is mighty;
He will plead their cause with you.

Saying TSaying Twelvewelve
1212 Apply your heart to instruction,
and your ears to the words of knowledge.

Saying ThirteenSaying Thirteen
1313 Do not withhold correction from a child,
for if you beat him with the rod, he will not die.

1414 You shall beat him with the rod,
and deliver his soul from death.

Saying FourteenSaying Fourteen
1515 My son, if your heart is wise,
my heart will rejoice—even mine.

1616 Yes, my inmost being will rejoice
when your lips speak right things.

Saying FifteenSaying Fifteen
1717 Do not let your heart envy sinners,
but continue in the fear of the LORD all day long;

1818 for surely there is an end,
and your expectation will not be cut off.

Saying SixteenSaying Sixteen
1919 Hear, my son, and be wise;
and guide your heart in the way.

2020 Do not be among winebibbers,
among riotous eaters of meat;

2121 for the drunkard and the glutton will come to
poverty,

and drowsiness will clothe a man with rags.

Saying SeSaying Seventeenventeen
2222 Listen to your father who gave you life,
and do not despise your mother when she is old.

2323 Buy the truth, and do not sell it,
also wisdom and instruction and understanding.

2424 The father of the righteous will greatly rejoice,
and he who fathers a wise child will have joy of him.

2525 Your father and your mother will be glad,
and she who bore you will rejoice.

Saying EighteenSaying Eighteen
2626 My son, give me your heart,
and let your eyes observe my ways.

2727 For a prostitute is a deep ditch,
and a seductress is a narrow pit.

2828 She also lies in wait as for a prey,
and increases the transgressors among men.

Saying NineteenSaying Nineteen
2929 Who has woe? Who has sorrow?
Who has contentions? Who has babbling?
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Who has wounds without cause? Who has redness
of eyes?

3030 Those who tarry long at the wine,
those who go to seek mixed wine.

3131 Do not look on the wine when it is red,
when it sparkles in the cup,
when it swirls around smoothly;

3232 at the last it bites like a serpent,
and stings like a viper.

3333 Your eyes will see strange things,
and your heart will utter perverse things.

3434 Yes, you will be as he who lies down in the midst of
the sea,

or as he who lies upon the top of a mast.
3535 “They have stricken me,” you will say, “and I was not

sick;
they have beaten me, and I did not feel it.

When will I awake?
I will seek it yet again.”

Saying TSaying Twentywenty

Do not be envious against evil men,
nor desire to be with them;

22 for their heart studies destruction,
and their lips talk of mischief.

Saying TSaying Twenty-Onewenty-One
33 Through wisdom is a house built,
and by understanding it is established;

44 and by knowledge the rooms will be filled
with all precious and pleasant riches.

Saying TSaying Twenty-Twenty-Twowo
55 A wise man is strong;
yes, a man of knowledge increases strength.

66 For by wise counsel you will wage your war,
and in multitude of counselors there is safety.

Saying TSaying Twenty-Thrwenty-Threeee
77 Wisdom is too high for a fool;
he does not open his mouth in the gate.

Saying TSaying Twenty-Fourwenty-Four
88 He who devises to do evil
will be called a schemer of plots.

99 The thought of foolishness is sin,
and the scorner is an abomination to men.

Saying TSaying Twenty-Fivewenty-Five
1010 If you faint in the day of adversity,
your strength is small.

1111 If you refrain to deliver those who are drawn unto
death,

and those who are ready to be slain;
1212 if you say, “Surely we did not know this,”
does not He who ponders the heart consider it?

And He who keeps your soul, does He not know it?
And will He not render to every man according to his

works?

Saying TSaying Twenty-Sixwenty-Six
1313 My son, eat honey because it is good,
and the honeycomb that is sweet to your taste;

1414 so shall the knowledge of wisdom be to your soul;
when you have found it, then there will be a reward,
and your expectation will not be cut off.

Saying TSaying Twenty-Sewenty-Sevenven
1515 Do not lie in wait, O wicked man, against the

dwelling of the righteous;
do not spoil his resting place;

1616 for a just man falls seven times and rises up again,
but the wicked will fall into mischief.

Saying TSaying Twenty-Eightwenty-Eight
1717 Do not rejoice when your enemy falls,
and do not let your heart be glad when he stumbles;

1818 lest the LORD see it, and it displease Him,
and He turn away His wrath from him.

Saying TSaying Twenty-Ninewenty-Nine
1919 Do not fret because of evil men,
nor be envious of the wicked;

2020 for there will be no reward to the evil man;
the candle of the wicked will be put out.

Saying ThirtySaying Thirty
2121 My son, fear the LORD and the king;
and do not meddle with those who are given to

change;
2222 for their calamity will rise suddenly,
and who knows the ruin of them both?

MorMore Sayings of the Wisee Sayings of the Wise
2323 These thingsthings also belongbelong to the wise:

It is not good to show partiality in judgment.
2424 He who says to the wicked, “You are righteous,”
him the people will curse; nations will abhor him.

2525 But to those who rebuke him will be delight,
and a good blessing will come upon them.

2626 Every man will kiss his lips
that gives a right answer.

2727 Prepare your work outside,
and make it fit for yourself in the field;
and afterwards build your house.

2828 Do not be a witness against your neighbor without
cause,

and do not deceive with your lips.
2929 Do not say, “I will do so to him as he has done to

me;
I will render to the man according to his work.”

3030 I went by the field of the slothful,
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2626

and by the vineyard of the man void of understand-
ing;

3131 and it was all grown over with thorns,
and nettles covered its surface,
and the stone wall was broken down.

3232 Then I saw, and considered it;
I looked on it and received instruction:

3333 Yet a little sleep, a little slumber,
a little folding of the hands to sleep,

3434 so your poverty will come like a stalker,
and your need as an armed man.

MorMore Pre Prooverbs of Solomonverbs of Solomon

These are also proverbs of Solomon, which the
men of Hezekiah king of Judah copied.

22 It is the glory of God to conceal a thing,
but the honor of kings is to search out a matter.

33 As the heaven for height, and the earth for depth,
so the heart of kings is unsearchable.

44 Take away the dross from the silver,
and there will come forth a vessel for the refiner.

55 Take away the wicked from before the king,
and his throne will be established in righteousness.

66 Do not exalt yourself in the presence of the king,
and do not stand in the place of great men;

77 for it is better that it be said to you, “Come up here,”
than that you should be put lower in the presence of

the prince,
whom your eyes have seen.

88 Do not go forth hastily to strive;
lest you do not know what to do in the end,
when your neighbor has put you to shame.

99 Debate your cause with your neighbor himself,
and do not disclose a secret to another;

1010 lest he who hears it put you to shame,
and your reputation be ruined.

1111 A word fitly spoken
is like apples of gold in settings of silver.

1212 As an earring of gold and an ornament of fine gold,
so is a wise reprover to an obedient ear.

1313 As the cold of snow in the time of harvest,
so is a faithful messenger to those who send him,
for he refreshes the soul of his masters.

1414 Whoever boasts himself of a false gift
is like clouds and wind without rain.

1515 By long forbearing is a prince persuaded,
and a soft tongue breaks the bone.

1616 Have you found honey? Eat only as much as is suffi-
cient for you,

lest you be filled with it and vomit it.
1717 Withdraw your foot from your neighbor’s house,
lest he be weary of you and so hate you.

1818 A man who bears false witness against his neigh-
bor

is like a club, a sword, and a sharp arrow.
1919 Confidence in an unfaithful man in time of trouble
is like a broken tooth and a foot out of joint.

2020 As he who takes away a garment in cold weather,

and as vinegar on soda,
so is he who sings songs to a heavy heart.

2121 If your enemy is hungry, give him bread to eat;
and if he is thirsty, give him water to drink;

2222 for you will heap coals of fire upon his head,
and the LORD will reward you.

2323 The north wind brings rain,
and a backbiting tongue an angry countenance.

2424 It is better to dwell in the corner of the housetop
than with a brawling woman in a wide house.

2525 As cold waters to a thirsty soul,
so is good news from a far country.

2626 A righteous man falling down before the wicked
is as a troubled fountain and a corrupt spring.

2727 It is not good to eat much honey;
so for men to search their own glory is not glory.

2828 He who has no rule over his own spirit
is like a city that is broken down and without walls.

As snow in summer, and as rain in harvest,
so honor is not seemly for a fool.

22 As the bird by flitting, as the swallow by flying,
so the curse without cause will not alight.

33 A whip for the horse, a bridle for the donkey,
and a rod for the fool’s back.

44 Do not answer a fool according to his folly,
lest you also be like unto him.

55 Answer a fool according to his folly,
lest he be wise in his own conceit.

66 He who sends a message by the hand of a fool
cuts off the feet and drinks violence.

77 The legs of the lame are not equal;
so is a parable in the mouth of fools.

88 As he who binds a stone in a sling,
so is he who gives honor to a fool.

99 As a thorn goes into the hand of a drunkard,
so is a parable in the mouth of fools.

1010 The great God who formed all things
rewards the fool and rewards the transgressor.

1111 As a dog returns to its vomit,
so a fool returns to his folly.

1212 Do you see a man wise in his own conceit?
There is more hope for a fool than for him.

1313 The slothful man says, “There is a lion in the way!
A lion is in the streets!”

1414 As the door turns upon his hinges,
so does the slothful upon his bed.

1515 The slothful buries his hand in his bowl;
it grieves him to bring it again to his mouth.

1616 The sluggard is wiser in his own conceit
than seven men who can answer reasonably.

1717 He who passes by and meddles with strife not be-
longing to him

is like one who takes a dog by the ears.
1818 As a madman who casts
firebrands, arrows, and death,

1919 so is the man who deceives his neighbor,
and says, “I was only joking.”

2020 Where there is no wood, the fire goes out;
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so where there is no talebearer, the strife ceases.
2121 As charcoal is to burning coals, and wood to fire,
so is a contentious man to kindle strife.

2222 The words of a talebearer are as wounds,
and go down into the innermost parts of the body.

2323 Burning lips and a wicked heart
are like earthenware covered with silver dross.

2424 He who hates dissembles with his lips,
and lays up deceit within him;

2525 when he speaks kindly, do not believe him,
for there are seven abominations in his heart;

2626 though his hatred is covered by deceit,
his wickedness will be shown before the whole con-

gregation.
2727 Whoever digs a pit will fall into it,
and he who rolls a stone, it will return upon him.

2828 A lying tongue hates those who are afflicted by it,
and a flattering mouth works ruin.

Do not boast about tomorrow,
for you do not know what a day may bring

forth.
22 Let another man praise you, and not your own

mouth;
a stranger, and not your own lips.

33 A stone is heavy and the sand weighty,
but a fool’s wrath is heavier than them both.

44 Wrath is cruel, and anger is outrageous,
but who is able to stand before envy?

55 Open rebuke is better
than secret love.

66 Faithful are the wounds of a friend,
but the kisses of an enemy are deceitful.

77 The full soul loathes a honeycomb,
but to the hungry soul every bitter thing is sweet.

88 As a bird that wanders from her nest,
so is a man who wanders from his place.

99 Ointment and perfume rejoice the heart,
so does the sweetness of a man’s friend by hearty

counsel.
1010 Do not forsake your own friend or your father’s

friend,
nor go into your brother’s house in the day of your

calamity;
for better is a neighbor who is near than a brother

far off.
1111 My son, be wise, and make my heart glad,
that I may answer him who reproaches me.

1212 A prudent man foresees the evil and hides himself,
but the simple pass on and are punished.

1313 Take his garment that is security for a stranger,
and take a pledge of him for an adulterous woman.

1414 He who blesses his friend with a loud voice, rising
early in the morning,

it will be counted a curse to him.
1515 A continual dripping on a very rainy day
and a contentious woman are alike;

1616 whoever restrains her restrains the wind,
and grasps oil in his right hand.

1717 Iron sharpens iron,
so a man sharpens the countenance of his friend.

1818 Whoever keeps the fig tree will eat its fruit;
so he who waits on his master will be honored.

1919 As in water face answers to face,
so the heart of man to man.

2020 Death and destruction are never full;
so the eyes of man are never satisfied.

2121 As the refining pot for silver, and the furnace for
gold,

so is a man to his praise.
2222 Though you should grind a fool in a mortar
among wheat with a pestle,
yet his foolishness will not depart from him.

2323 Be diligent to know the state of your flocks,
and look well to your herds;

2424 for riches are not forever,
nor does the crown endure to every generation.

2525 The hay appears, and the tender grass shows itself,
and herbs of the mountains are gathered.

2626 The lambs are for your clothing,
and the goats are the price of the field.

2727 You will have goats’ milk enough
for your food, for the food of your household,
and for the maintenance of your maidens.

The wicked flee when no man pursues,
but the righteous are bold as a lion.

22 Because of the transgression of a land, many are its
princes;

but by a man of understanding and knowledge, it
shall be prolonged.

33 A poor man who oppresses the poor
is like a sweeping rain that leaves no food.

44 Those who forsake instruction praise the wicked,
but such as keep instruction contend with them.

55 Evil men do not understand justice,
but those who seek the LORD understand all things.

66 Better is the poor who walks in his uprightness
than he who is perverse in his ways, though he be

rich.
77 Whoever keeps the law is a wise son,
but he who is a companion of riotous men shames

his father.
88 He who by usury and unjust gain increases his sub-

stance
will gather it for him who will pity the poor.

99 He who turns away his ear from hearing instruction,
even his prayer will be an abomination.

1010 Whoever causes the righteous to go astray in an
evil way,

he himself will fall into his own pit;
but the upright will have good things in possession.

1111 The rich man is wise in his own conceit,
but the poor who has understanding searches him

out.
1212 When righteous men rejoice, there is great glory;
but when the wicked rise, a man hides himself.

1313 He who covers his sins will not prosper,
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but whoever confesses and forsakes them will have
mercy.

1414 Happy is the man who always fears,
but he who hardens his heart will fall into mischief.

1515 As a roaring lion and a charging bear,
so is a wicked ruler over the poor people.

1616 The prince who lacks understanding is also a great
oppressor,

but he who hates covetousness will prolong his
days.

1717 A man burdened with bloodshed of any person
will flee until death;
let no man help him.

1818 Whoever walks uprightly will be saved,
but he who is perverse in his ways will fall at once.

1919 He who tills his land will have plenty of bread,
but he who follows after vain things will have pover-

ty enough.
2020 A faithful man will abound with blessings,
but he who makes haste to be rich will not be inno-

cent.
2121 To show partiality is not good,
because for a morsel of bread that man will trans-

gress.
2222 He who hastens to be rich has an evil eye,
and does not consider that poverty will come upon

him.
2323 He who rebukes a man will find more favor after-

ward
than he who flatters with the tongue.

2424 Whoever robs his father or his mother
and says, “It is no transgression,”
the same is the companion of a destroyer.

2525 He who is of a proud heart stirs up strife,
but he who puts his trust in the LORD will prosper.

2626 He who trusts in his own heart is a fool,
but whoever walks wisely will be delivered.

2727 He who gives to the poor will not lack,
but he who hides his eyes will have many a curse.

2828 When the wicked rise, men hide themselves;
but when they perish, the righteous increase.

He who is often reproved, yet hardens his neck,
will suddenly be destroyed, and that without

remedy.
22 When the righteous are in authority, the people re-

joice;
but when the wicked rule, the people mourn.

33 Whoever loves wisdom rejoices his father,
but he who keeps company with harlots spends his

substance.
44 The king establishes the land by judgment,
but he who receives bribes overthrows it.

55 A man who flatters his neighbor
spreads a net for his feet.

66 In the transgression of an evil man there is a snare,
but the righteous sing and rejoice.

77 The righteous considers the cause of the poor,
but the wicked regards not to know it.

88 Scornful men bring a city into a snare,
but wise men turn away wrath.

99 If a wise man contends with a foolish man,
whether he rage or laugh, there is no rest.

1010 The bloodthirsty hate the upright,
but the just seek his soul.

1111 A fool utters all his mind,
but a wise man keeps it in until afterwards.

1212 If a ruler listens to lies,
all his servants are wicked.

1313 The poor and the deceitful man have this in com-
mon:

The LORD gives light to the eyes of both.
1414 The king who faithfully judges the poor,
his throne will be established forever.

1515 The rod and reproof give wisdom,
but a child left to himself brings his mother to

shame.
1616 When the wicked are multiplied, transgression in-

creases;
but the righteous will see their fall.

1717 Correct your son, and he will give you rest;
yes, he will give delight to your soul.

1818 Where there is no vision, the people perish;
but happy is he who keeps the teaching.

1919 A servant will not be corrected by words,
for though he understands he will not answer.

2020 Do you see a man who is hasty in his words?
There is more hope for a fool than for him.

2121 He who delicately brings up his servant from a child
will have him as a son in the end.

2222 An angry man stirs up strife,
and a furious man abounds in transgression.

2323 A man’s pride will bring him low,
but honor will uphold the humble in spirit.

2424 Whoever is partner with a thief hates his own soul;
he hears the oath but tells nothing.

2525 The fear of man brings a snare,
but whoever puts his trust in the LORD will be safe.

2626 Many seek the ruler’s favor,
but every man’s judgment comes from the LORD .

2727 An unjust man is an abomination to the just,
and he who is upright in the way is an abomination

to the wicked.

The Sayings of AgurThe Sayings of Agur

The words of Agur the son of Jakeh, the oracle.
The man declares to Ithiel,

to Ithiel and Ukal:
22 Surely I am more brutish than any man,
and have not the understanding of a man.

33 I neither learned wisdom,
nor have the knowledge of the holy.

44 Who has ascended up into heaven, or descended?
Who has gathered the wind in his fists?

Who has bound the waters in a garment?
Who has established all the ends of the earth?

What is His name, and what is the name of His son,
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if you know?
55 Every word of God is pure;
He is a shield to those who put their trust in Him.

66 Do not add to His words,
lest He reprove you, and you be found a liar.

77 Two things I have required of you;
do not deny me them before I die:

88 Remove vanity and lies far from me—
give me neither poverty nor riches;
feed me with food convenient for me;

99 lest I be full, and deny You,
and say, “Who is the LORD ?”

or lest I be poor, and steal,
and take the name of my God in vain.

1010 Do not accuse a servant to his master,
lest he curse you, and you be found guilty.

1111 There is a generation that curses their father,
and does not bless its mother.

1212 There is a generation that is pure in its own eyes,
and yet is not washed from its filthiness.

1313 There is a generation—oh, how lofty are their eyes!
And their eyelids are lifted up.

1414 There is a generation whose teeth are as swords,
and their jaw teeth as knives,

to devour the poor from off the earth,
and the needy from among men.

1515 The leech has two daughters,
crying, “Give, give.”

There are three things that are never satisfied,
indeed, four things never say, “It is enough”:

1616 the grave, the barren womb,
the earth that is not filled with water,
and the fire that never says, “It is enough.”

1717 The eye that mocks at his father,
and despises to obey his mother,

the ravens of the valley will pick it out,
and the young eagles will eat it.

1818 There are three things which are too wonderful for
me,

indeed, four which I do not know:
1919 the way of an eagle in the air,
the way of a serpent on a rock,

the way of a ship in the midst of the sea,
and the way of a man with a maid.

2020 Such is the way of an adulterous woman;
she eats and wipes her mouth,
and says, “I have done no wickedness.”

2121 For three things the earth is disquieted,
and for four which it cannot bear:

2222 for a servant when he reigns,
and a fool when he is filled with food,

2323 for a hateful woman when she is married,
and a handmaid who is heir to her mistress.

2424 There are four things which are little upon the
earth,

but they are exceeding wise:
2525 The ants are a people not strong,
yet they prepare their food in the summer;

2626 the badgers are but a feeble folk,
yet they make their houses in the rocks;

2727 the locusts have no king,
yet they go forth all of them by bands;

2828 the spider takes hold with her hands,
and is in kings’ palaces.

2929 There are three things which go well,
indeed, four are comely in going:

3030 a lion which is strongest among beasts,
and does not turn away for any;

3131 a strutting rooster, a male goat also,
and a king, against whom there is no rising up.

3232 If you have been foolish in lifting up yourself,
or if you have thought evil,
put your hand on your mouth.

3333 Surely the churning of milk brings forth butter,
and the wringing of the nose brings forth blood,
so the forcing of wrath brings forth strife.

The Sayings of King Lemuel’The Sayings of King Lemuel’s Mothers Mother

The words of King Lemuel, an oracle that his
mother taught him:

22 What, my son? And what, the son of my womb?
And what, the son of my vows?

33 Do not give your strength to women,
nor your ways to that which destroys kings.

44 It is not for kings, O Lemuel,
it is not for kings to drink wine,
nor for princes strong drink;

55 lest they drink and forget the law,
and pervert the justice of any of the afflicted.

66 Give strong drink to him who is ready to perish,
and wine to those who are of heavy hearts.

77 Let him drink, and forget his poverty,
and remember his misery no more.

88 Open your mouth for the speechless
in the cause of all such as are appointed to destruc-

tion.
99 Open your mouth, judge righteously,
and plead the cause of the poor and needy.

Epilogue: The Virtuous WifeEpilogue: The Virtuous Wife
1010 Who can find a virtuous woman?
For her worth is far above rubies.

1111 The heart of her husband safely trusts in her,
so that he will have no lack of gain.

1212 She will do him good and not evil
all the days of her life.

1313 She seeks wool and flax,
and works willingly with her hands.

1414 She is like the merchant ships,
she brings her food from afar.

1515 She also rises while it is yet night,
and gives food to her household,
and a portion to her maidens.

1616 She considers a field and buys it;
with the fruit of her hands she plants a vineyard.
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1717 She clothes herself with strength,
and strengthens her arms.

1818 She perceives that her merchandise is good;
her candle does not go out by night.

1919 She lays her hands to the spindle,
and her hands hold the distaff.

2020 She stretches out her hand to the poor;
yes, she reaches forth her hands to the needy.

2121 She is not afraid of the snow for her household,
for all her household are clothed with scarlet.

2222 She makes herself coverings of tapestry;
her clothing is silk and purple.

2323 Her husband is known in the gates,
when he sits among the elders of the land.

2424 She makes fine linen and sells it,
and delivers sashes to the merchant.

2525 Strength and honor are her clothing,
and she will rejoice in time to come.

2626 She opens her mouth with wisdom,
and in her tongue is the teaching of kindness.

2727 She looks well to the ways of her household,
and does not eat the bread of idleness.

2828 Her children rise up and call her blessed;
her husband also, and he praises her:

2929 “Many daughters have done virtuously,
but you excel them all.”

3030 Charm is deceitful, and beauty is vain,
but a woman who fears the LORD , she shall be

praised.
3131 Give her of the fruit of her hands,
and let her own works praise her in the gates.
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ECECCLESIASTESCLESIASTES
The book of Ecclesiastes is part of the wisdom literature and consists of hundreds of wise thoughts and say-
ings. This book was likely written in about 935 BC. Jewish tradition recognizes Solomon as the author. Its theme
is man’s reasoning concerning one’s life on earth, and it represents the worldview of a Judean king who had the
advantage of every opportunity and every pleasure. The writings are a series of reflections by the “Teacher” or
“Preacher” on his life, which was lived in the ancient kingdom of Israel. Throughout the book the writer pre-
sents a multitude of examples showing humanity’s fruitless pursuit of contentment. The book concludes with
the truth that meaning in life is only found in right relationship with God and in appreciating God’s earthly
blessings of good food and drink and a wife and children.

All Is VAll Is Vanityanity

These are the words of the Preacher, the son of
David and king in Jerusalem.

22 “Vanity †† of vanities,”
says the Preacher;

“vanity of vanities,
all is vanity.”

33 What benefit is there to a man in all his labors
that he toils under the sun?

44 A generation comes, and a generation goes,
but the earth continually remains.

55 The sun comes up, and the sun goes down,
and hurries to the place where it rises.

66 It moves to the south,
and then moves around to the north;

the wind continually travels around,
and it keeps turning on its circuit.

77 All the streams flow into the sea,
and the sea is never filled up.

And to the place where the streams flow,
there they continually return to flow.

88 All matters are wearisome;
a man is not able to speak to them.

The eye is not satisfied with what it sees,
and the ear is not content with what it hears.

99 What has been is the same as what will be,
and what has been done is the same as what will be

done;
there is nothing new under the sun.

1010 Is there a matter where it is said,
“See, this is truly new”?

Long ago in the past
eeveryvery matter has already been in our midst.

1111 There is not a memory for the former things,
and moreover, there will not be

a memory for the things coming after,
even those things that are yet to come.

† Heb. suggests something futile, temporal, or obscure.

The BurThe Burden of Wisdomden of Wisdom
1212 I, the Preacher, have been king over Israel in

Jerusalem. 1313 I set my heart to seek and to investigate
with wisdom everything that is done under heaven. It
is a burdensome task that God has given to the sons
of men, by which they may be occupied. 1414 I have seen
everything that is done under the sun, and indeed, all
is vanity and like chasing the wind.

1515 What is bent cannot be straightened,
and what is missing cannot be counted.

1616 I spoke in my heart, saying, “I have been great and
increased in wisdom more than anyone else who has
been before me in Jerusalem, and my heart has had
great experience of wisdom and knowledge.” 1717 And I
set my heart to know wisdom and to know the folly of
ideas and to know foolish behavior, and I know that
this as well is like chasing the wind.

1818 For in an abundance of wisdom is an abundance of
frustration,

and he who increases in knowledge also increases in
sorrow.

The VThe Vanity of Pleasuranity of Pleasuree

And I said in my heart, “Come, and I will test you
with selfish pleasures to experience desires.” And

notice that this too is vanity. 22 And I said of frivolous
fun, “They are only senseless ideas”; and regarding
selfish pleasure, “What purpose is this?” 33 I investigat-
ed how to cheer up my body with wine, while my heart
was still guiding me with wisdom, in order to grasp
folly until I might experience what is good for sons of
men to do under heaven during the number of days
that they might have life.

44 I accomplished great works. I built houses for my-
self, and planted myself vineyards. 55 I made for myself
royal gardens and parks, and I planted in them all
sorts of fruit trees. 66 I made for myself pools of water
to irrigate the forests of growing trees. 77 I even bought
male and female slaves; even some were born to me

472 ECCLESIASTES 2:7



33

in my house. I had also great possessions of herds and
flocks more than any who had been in Jerusalem be-
fore me. 88 I also gathered for myself silver and gold
and treasures of kings and provinces. I obtained
singers, both men and women, and the delights of the
sons of men, and many concubines. 99 So I became
great and surpassed anyone who had been in
Jerusalem before me. All the while my wisdom re-
mained with me.

1010 And everything that my eyes wanted I did not
refuse them.

And I did not withhold my heart from any selfish
pleasure,
for my heart was glad from all my efforts;
and this was my reward for all my efforts.

1111 Then I turned to all the work that my hands had de-
signed

and all the labor that I had toiled to make;
and notice, all of it was vanity and chasing the wind.
And there was no benefit under the sun.

The Fate of the Wise and the FoolThe Fate of the Wise and the Fool
1212 So I turned to consider wisdom,
the folly of ideas, and foolish behavior;

for what else can a man do who comes after the
king?

Or what more than those have already done?
1313 Then I saw that there is more benefit in wisdom

than in foolishness,
more benefit in light than in darkness.

1414 A wise man has eyes in his head so he sees where
he walks,

but the fool continues in darkness.
Yet I perceived
that the same fate overtakes them all.

1515 Then I said in my heart,
“What happens to the fool will happen to me also.
So to what advantage is my wisdom?”

Then I said to myself,
“This also is vanity.”

1616 For there is no lasting memory for the wise or the
fool,

by which in the coming days everyone will be forgot-
ten.
How the wise dies just like the fool!
1717 And I began to hate life for the labor that was

done under the sun was contemptible to me, for all of
this was vanity and chasing the wind. 1818 And I despised
all the toil in which I labored under the sun, which I
will give up to the man who comes after me. 1919 And
who knows if this man will be wise or a fool? Yet he will
gain power over every labor that I have toiled and mymy
use ofuse of wisdom under the sun. Also this is vanity. 2020 So I
turned to give my heart up to despair concerning all
the toil of my labors under the sun. 2121 For there is a
man who labors with wisdom, knowledge, and skill;
yet to a man who did not labor for this, he leaves it as
his inheritance. This also is vanity and a great distress.

2222 For what becomes of a man with all his labor and
with the striving in his heart that he toils under the
sun? 2323 For all his days are sorrowful, and his work is a
vexation; even at night his heart finds no rest. Also this
is fleeting.

2424 There is nothing better for a man than to eat and
drink, and find enjoyment in his labor. This also, I saw,
is from the hand of God. 2525 For who can even eat or
have enjoyment more so than I? ††2626 For to a man who
is pleasing before Him, God gives wisdom, knowledge,
and joy; but to the sinner He gives the work of gather-
ing and collecting to give him who is pleasing before
God. Also this is vanity and chasing the wind.

A Time for EverythingA Time for Everything

To everything there is a season,
a time for every purpose under heaven:

22 a time to be born, and a time to die;
a time to plant, and a time to uproot what is plant-

ed;
33 a time to kill, and a time to heal;
a time to break down, and a time to build up;
44 a time to weep, and a time to laugh;
a time to mourn, and a time to dance;
55 a time to cast away stones, and a time to gather

stones;
a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from em-

bracing;
66 a time to gain, and a time to lose;
a time to keep, and a time to cast away;
77 a time to tear, and a time to sew;
a time to keep silence, and a time to speak;
88 a time to love, and a time to hate;
a time of war, and a time of peace.

The God-Given TThe God-Given Taskask
99 What benefit does the worker have in his toil? 1010 I

have seen the task that God has given to sons of men
to be concerned with. 1111 He has made everything
beautiful in its appropriate time. He has also put ob-
scurity in their hearts †††† so that no one comes to know
the work that God has done from the beginning to the
end. 1212 I experienced that there is nothing better for
them than to be glad and do good in their life. 1313 And
also that everyone should eat and drink and experi-
ence good in all their labor. This is a gift of God. 1414 I
have perceived that everything that God has done will
be lasting. And to this there is nothing to be added,
and from it there is nothing to be taken away. And
God has done this so that in His presence men fear
Him.

1515 That which is has already been,
and what is to come has also already been;
and God seeks out what has been driven away.

† Some Heb. and Gk. texts, a apart from Him. †† Or a time-
lessness, or perpetuityperpetuity
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The VThe Vanity of Injusticeanity of Injustice
1616 Moreover I saw what was under the sun:

In the place of justice, there was wickedness;
and in the place of righteousness, there was wicked-

ness.
1717 I thought in my heart:

God will bring judgment
to the righteous and the wicked,

for there is an appropriate time
for every matter and deed.

1818 Then I thought in my heart: Regarding the account
of sons of men, God is making clear to them to show
that they are but animals. 1919 For what befalls the sons
of men befalls animals; as one dies, so dies the other.
There is one breath for all of them; there is no advan-
tage for man any more than animals, for all is vanity.
2020 All go to one place: All are from the dust and all re-
turn to dust. 2121 Who knows whether the spirit of man
goes upward and the spirit of animals goes down to
the earth?

2222 So I saw that there is nothing better than that a
man should rejoice in his labor, for that is his reward.
For who will bring him to see what will happen after
his life?

Evil Under the SunEvil Under the Sun

Again I saw all types of oppression that are done
under the sun:

Look! The tears of the oppressed,
and no one was there to comfort them.

And there was force from the hand of the oppressors,
and no one was there to comfort them.

22 And I thought that fortunate were the dead
who had already died,

even more than the living
who were still alive.

33 And still better than both
is he who has not been,

who has not seen the evil deeds
that are done under the sun.

44 Then I saw that all toil and every skillful work come
from one man’s envy of another. This also is vanity and
like chasing the wind.

55 The fool folds his hands
and eats his own flesh.

66 Better is a full hand of quietness
than handfuls of toil and chasing the wind.

77 Again, I saw vanity under the sun:
88 There is a man who is alone,
neither having son or brother,

and there is not an end to all his toil,
and his eyes are not satisfied with riches to say,

“For whom do I labor
and cause my life to lack good things?”

Also this is vanity
and a burdensome task.

99 Two are better than one,
because there is a good reward for their labor to-

gether.
1010 For if they fall,
then one will help up his companion.

But woe to him who is alone when he falls
and has no one to help him up.

1111 Also if two lie down together, then they will keep
warm;

but how can one keep warm by himself?
1212 And if someone might overpower another by him-

self,
two together can withstand him.

A threefold cord is not quickly broken.

The VThe Vanity of Statusanity of Status
1313 Better is a poor and wise youth than an old and

foolish king who will no longer be admonished. 1414 For
out of prison he has come to reign, even though he
was born poor in the kingdom. 1515 Then I saw all those
who live and walk under the sun, along with the next
youth who will arise in the king’king’ss place. 1616 There is no
end of all the people, to all who were before them. Yet
those who come later will not rejoice in him. Surely
this also is vanity and chasing the wind.

ReReververe Gode God

Guard your steps when you enter the house of
God, and draw near to listen rather than to offer

the sacrifice of fools, for they do not know that they
are doing evil. ††

22 Do not be quick to speakto speak with your mouth,
nor let your heart be hasty to utter a word
before God.

For God is in heaven,
and you are on the earth;
therefore may your words be few.

33 For a dream comes when there is a great burden,
and a foolish voice when there are many words.

44 When you make a vow to God, do not delay in ful-
filling it because He has no pleasure in fools. Fulfill
what you have vowed. 55 Better it is that you do not
make a vow than you make a vow and not fulfill it. 66 Do
not let your mouth cause you to sin, and do not say
before the messenger that it was an error. Why should
God be angry with your words and destroy the work of
your hands? 77 For when there is an abundance of
dreams and futilities, then words increase too. There-
fore it is God you should fear.

The VThe Vanity of Loanity of Loving Moneving Moneyy
88 If you see in a district the oppression of the poor

and the violent perversion of justice and righteous-
ness, do not be astounded at the matter; for the high
official is watched over by an even higher official, and
there are even higher officials over them. 99 But this is

† 4:17 in the Heb. text.
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an advantage to the land in every way, like a king com-
mitted to a cultivated field.

1010 He who loves money will not be satisfied with mon-
ey;

nor he who loves abundance with increase.
This also is vanity.

1111 When there is an increase of good things,
then there is an increase of those who devour them.

And what profit have the owners
except to see them with their eyes?

1212 Sweet is the sleep of a laboring man,
whether he eats a little or much;

but the abundance of the rich
will not let him sleep.

1313 There is a grave misery that I have seen under the
sun:
when riches were kept by an owner to his hurt,

1414 and those riches were lost in a misfortunate busi-
ness deal;
and although he has a son,
there is nothing at all to put in his hand.

1515 As he came from his mother’s womb,
naked shall he return, to go as he came;

he shall take nothing from his labor
which he may carry away in his hands.

1616 This also is a grievous evil:
Just as he came,
so shall he go.
And what profit is there to him who toils for the

wind?
1717 Moreover, in all his days he eats in darkness,
while he is greatly irritated in sickness and anger.

1818 This is what I have seen to be good: It is fitting to
eat and drink and find enjoyment in all his labor in
which he toils under the sun all the days of his life,
which God has given to him; for this is his reward.
1919 And also everyone to whom God has given wealth
and possessions, and given him power to enjoy them,
and to receive his reward and to rejoice in his la-
bor—this is the gift of God. 2020 For he will not much re-
member the days of his life because God keeps him
occupied with joy in his heart.

There is an evil that I have seen under the sun,
and it lies heavy on mankind: 22 a man to whom

God gives wealth, possessions, and honor so that
there is no want in his life from among anything that
he desires; yet God does not give him ability to eat
from them because another man eats and enjoys from
his possessionshis possessions . This is vanity and a tormenting injus-
tice.

33 If a man fathers a hundred children and lives many
years, so that the days of his years are many, but his
soul is not satisfied with life’s good things, and he has
no burial, I say that a stillborn child is better off than
he— 44 for it comes in vanity and departs in darkness,
and in darkness its name is covered up. 55 Moreover, it
has not seen the sun or known anything, yet it finds
rest rather than he. 66 Though the man may live a thou-

sand years, twice over, yet he does not see the good
things. Does not everyone go to the same place?

77 All the labor of man is for his mouth,
yet his appetite is not satisfied.

88 For what benefit is there for the wise
over the fool?

And what more does the poor man know
who walks before others?

99 Better to be content with the sight of eyes
than to have a wandering appetite.

This is vanity
and like chasing the wind.

1010 Whatever happens, it has already been given a
name,

and it is known what man is;
he cannot contend with Him who is stronger than he.
1111 The more words,
the more vanity,
so what profit is there to mankind?

1212 For who knows what is good for man while he lives
the few days of his vain life which pass like a shadow?
For who can tell men what will be after them under
the sun?

The VThe Value of Wisdomalue of Wisdom

A good name is better than precious ointment,
and the day of death than the day of birth.

22 It is better to go to a house of mourning
than to go to a house of feasting,

for this is the end of all mankind;
and the living will lay it to heart.

33 Grief is better than laughter,
for with a downcast face the heart considers the

good.
44 The heart of those who are wise is in the house of

mourning,
but the heart of those who are foolish in the house

of feasting.
55 It is better to hear the rebuke from a wise man
than a man listen to the song of fools.

66 For like the crackling sound of thorns under a pot,
so is the mocking laughter of fools.
And this is also vanity.

77 For oppression brings confusion to the wise man,
and a bribe destroys a man’s heart.

88 The end of a matter is better than the beginning of
it,

and the patient in spirit than the haughty in spirit.
99 Do not be quick in your spirit to be angry,
for irritation settles in the bosom of fools.

1010 Do not say, “Why were the earlier days better than
these days?”

For it is not from wisdom that you inquire this.
1111 Wisdom is good with an inheritance,
and an advantage to those who see the sun.

1212 For the protection of wisdom
is like the protection of money,

and the advantage of knowledge is
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88that wisdom preserves the life of him who has it.
1313 Consider the work of God:

Who is able to make straight
what He has made crooked?

1414 In the day of prosperity be joyful,
but in the day of distress consider:

God has made the one
as well as the other.

For this reason man will not be able to understand
anything that comes after him.

1515 I have seen everything in my days of vanity:
There is the righteous man who dies in his righteous-

ness,
and there is the wicked man who extends his life of

evil.
1616 Do not be excessively righteous,
and do not be extremely wise;
why should you destroy yourself?

1717 Do not be overly wicked,
and do not be a fool;
why should you die before your time?

1818 It is good that you should take hold of this,
and from the other not withhold your hand;
for he who fears God will come out from them all.

1919 Wisdom strengthens the wise man
more than ten rulers who are in the city.

2020 For there is not a righteous man on earth
who only does good and refrains from sin.

2121 Do not give heed to everything people say,
lest you hear your servant cursing you.

2222 Your heart knows
that many times you have spoken a curse against

others.
2323 All this I have tested by wisdom. I said,
“I will be wise,”
but it was far from me.

2424 That which is, is far off,
and exceedingly deep.
Who can find it out?

2525 And I turned my heart to know,
and seek and search out wisdom in how things are

and to experience wicked folly,
even foolishness and madness.

2626 I find more bitter than death
the woman whose heart is snares

and nets,
and whose hands are fetters.

He who pleases God escapes her,
but the sinner is taken by her.

2727 “See, this is what I found,” says the Preacher,
“adding one thing to another to find the sum,

2828 which my soul still seeks
but I do not find:

One man among a thousand I have found,
but a woman among all these I have not found.

2929 See, this only have I found:
that God made man upright,
but they have sought out many schemes.”

Who is like a wise man?
And who knows the interpretation of a matter?

A man’s wisdom makes his face shine,
and the harshness of his face is softened.

The VThe Value of Obediencealue of Obedience
22 I say, “Keep the king’s command, because of your

oath to God. 33 Do not be hasty to leave his presence.
Do not take a stand in an unpleasant matter, for he
does whatever pleases him.” 44 For the word of the king
is powerful, and who would say to him, “What are you
doing?”

55 He who keeps his command will know no evil thing;
and a wise heart will know the appropriate time and

just way.
66 For to every matter there is an appropriate time and

just way,
though a man’s distress weighs heavily on him.

77 For he does not know what will happen;
for who can declare to him what will occur?

88 There is not a man with mastery over the wind to re-
strain it,

nor with power over the day of death.
And no one can discharge a battle,
nor can wickedness rescue the one possessing it.

99 All this I saw while applying my heart to every work
that is done under the sun, when one man rules over
another to the other’s hurt.

God’God’s Unknos Unknowable Wwable Waysays
1010 Then I saw the wicked buried. They used to go in

and out of the holy place, and they were praised †† in
the city where they did works. This is also vanity.

1111 Because the sentence against an evil deed is not
executed swiftly, the heart of the sons of men is fully
set to do evil. 1212 Since one who sins may do evil a hun-
dred times and extend his life, I also have experienced
that it will be good for those who fear God when they
have reverence before Him. 1313 But it will not be well for
the wicked, and he will not prolong his days, like a
shadow ,, because he does not fear before God.

1414 There is a vanity that takes place on the earth that
there are righteous men who are treated according to
the deeds of the wicked, and there are wicked men
who are treated according to the deeds of the right-
eous. I said that this also is vanity. 1515 And I commend
joy, for man has nothing better under the sun than to
eat and drink and be joyful; for this will go with him in
his labor all the days of his life that God has given him
under the sun.

1616 When I set my heart to know wisdom and to expe-
rience the affairs that are done on earth, though day
and night there is no sleep for one’s eyes, 1717 then I saw
all the work of God, that a man cannot comprehend
the work that is done under the sun. Inasmuch as a

† Or the Heb. a forgotten.
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man labors to seek, he will not understand. Even if a
wise man claims to know, he cannot grasp it.

A Common FateA Common Fate

For I considered all this in my heart, so that I
could declare it all: that the deeds of the right-

eous and the wise are in the hand of God. No man
knows whether love or hate awaits them; both are be-
fore him. 22 The same fate comes to all: There is one
fate for the righteous and the wicked, for the good
and the evil, †† for the clean and the unclean, for him
who sacrifices and him who does not sacrifice.
As is the good,
so is the sinner;

he who takes an oath
as he who fears an oath.

33 And this is an evil in all that is done under the sun:
that the same event happens to all. Truly the hearts of
the sons of men are filled with evil, and folly is in their
hearts while they have life, and after that they go to
the dead. 44 But for him who is joined to all the living
there is hope, for a living dog is better than a dead li-
on.

55 The living know that they will die,
but the dead know nothing;

they have no more reward,
for the memory of them is forgotten.

66 What they loved, hated,
and envied has already perished;

and there is no reward for them from long ago
in everything that is done under the sun.

77 Go and eat your food with gladness, and drink your
wine with a pleasant heart; for God is already pleased
with your deeds. 88 At all times may your clothing be
white, and let not oil ever lack on your head. 99 Enjoy
life with the wife whom you love all the days of your
vain life which He has given you under the sun; be-
cause that is your reward in life and in your toil be-
cause you have labored under the sun. 1010 Whatever
your hands find to do, do with your strength; for there
is no work or planning or knowledge or wisdom in
Sheol, the place where you are going.

1111 Again I saw under the sun that—
the race is not to the swift,
nor the battle to the strong,

nor food to the wise,
nor riches to the intelligent,
nor favor to those with knowledge;

but time and chance happen to them all.
1212 For man does not know his time:

Like fish caught in an unfortunate net,
like birds caught in a snare,

so the sons of men are ensnared at a tragic, yet ap-
pointed time,

when it suddenly falls on them.

† from Gk. is missing in some Heb. mss.

The ExThe Excellence of Wisdomcellence of Wisdom
1313 I have also seen this wisdom under the sun, and it

seemed great to me: 1414 There was a small city with a
few men in it; and a great king came and surrounded
it, and he built up great siege works against it. 1515 But a
poor, wise man was found there, and he himself in his
wisdom delivered the city, but no one remembered
that poor man. 1616 Then I said, “Wisdom is better than
strength; yet the poor man’s wisdom is despised, and
his words are not heard.”

1717 The words of the wise heard in quietness are better
than the shouting of a ruler among fools.

1818 Wisdom is better than weapons of war,
but only one sinner can destroy much that is good.

A dead fly causes a stench in mixed anointing
oil,

so a little folly is more weighty than wisdom and
honor.

22 The heart of the wise inclines to the right,
but the heart of a fool to the left.

33 Even when a fool walks on the road,
he lacks sense,
and he shows everyone that he is a fool.

44 If the anger of a ruler rises against you,
do not leave your post;
for calmness pacifies great offenses.

55 There is an evil that I have seen under the sun
like an error that goes out from a ruler:

66 Folly is set in many high places,
but the rich sit in a low place.

77 I have seen slaves riding on horses,
and officials walking along the ground like slaves.

88 He who digs a pit will fall into it,
and whoever breaks through a wall will be bitten by

a serpent.
99 He who quarries stones is injured by them,
and he who splits wood is in danger from them.

1010 If an iron piece is blunt
and there is no one to sharpen it,

then he must prevail with more strength;
but wisdom is a benefit to succeed.

1111 If a serpent bites before it is charmed,
there is no advantage to the charmer.

1212 The words of a wise man’s mouth bring favor,
but the speech of a fool consumes him;

1313 the beginning of the words of his mouth is foolish-
ness,

and the end of his talk is evil madness.
1414 A fool multiplies words,
though no man knows what is to be;
who can tell him what will be after him?

1515 The labor of the foolish makes him weary,
such that he does not know the way to the city!

1616 Woe to you, O land, when your king is a lad,
and your princes are feasting in the morning!

1717 Happy are you, O land, when your king is from no-
bility,
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1212
and your princes are feasting at the appropriate

time—
with self-control and not drunkenness!

1818 The roof beams sink in with slothfulness,
and with the idleness of one’s hands the house

drips.
1919 They make feasts for laughter,
and wine gladdens life;
but money resolves everything.

2020 Even in your mind do not curse the king;
and in your bedchamber do not curse the rich;

for a bird in the sky may carry your voice,
and a winged creature may declare the matter.

The VThe Value of Diligencealue of Diligence

Cast your bread upon the waters,
for you will find it after many days.

22 Give a portion to seven, or even eight,
for you do not know what calamity may happen on

the earth.
33 If the clouds are full of rain,
they empty out on the land;

and if a tree falls to the north or south,
in the place that the tree falls, there it will be.

44 He who observes the wind will not sow,
and he who regards the clouds will not reap.

55 As you do not know the way of the wind,
or how the bones grow in the womb of her who is

with child;
likewise you do not know the work of God
who has made everything.

66 In the morning sow your seed,
and in the evening do not let your hand rest;

because you do not know which activity will find suc-
cess,

this way or that way,
or if the both will be good.

Remember YRemember Your Crour Creator in Yeator in Your Your Youthouth
77 Light is sweet,
and good for the eyes to see the sun;

88 for if a man lives many years,
may he rejoice in all of them.

But let him also remember
that the days of darkness are many.
Everything that comes is vanity.

99 Rejoice, O young man, in your youth,
and in your early years may your heart do you good;

walk in the path of your heart
and the desire of your eyes;

but know that in all these things
God will bring you into judgment.

1010 Take away anger from your heart,
and remove distress from your body,

for youth and the dawn are vanity.
Remember your Creator

in the days of your youth,
before the difficult days come
and the years arrive when you say,
“I have no pleasure in them”:

22 before the sun, light,
moon, and stars are darkened,

and the clouds leave after the rain;
33 in the day when those watching the house tremble,
and the strong men are bent over;

when the grinders cease because they are few,
and those looking through the windows have

dimmed eeyesyes ;
44 and the doors on the street are shut,
and the sound of grinding is low;

and one rises up at the sound of a bird,
and all the daughters of song are brought low;

55 when they are afraid of heights,
even the terrors along the road;

the almond tree blossoms,
the grasshopper drags itself along
and desire fails,

because man goes to his eternal home,
and the mourners go about the streets.

66 Remember your CrRemember your Creatoreator before the cord of silver is
snapped,

or the bowl of gold smashed,
or the jar by the spring broken
or the wheel at the cistern crushed.

77 The dust returns to the earth where it was,
and the spirit returns to God who gave it.

88 It is all vanity, says the Preacher;
all is vanity.

EpilogueEpilogue
99 And in addition to being wise, the Preacher still

taught the people knowledge, and he considered,
sought out, and arranged many proverbs. 1010 And the
Preacher sought to discover words of delight, and to
write in uprightness words of truth.

1111 The words of the wise are like goads, and the col-
lected sayings are like firmly embedded nails, given by
one shepherd. 1212 My son, beware of anything beyond
these. Of making many books there is no end, and
much study is a weariness to the flesh.

1313 Now all has been heard.
Let us hear the conclusion of the matter:

Fear God and keep His commandments,
for this is the whole dutyduty of man.

1414 For God will bring every deed into judgment,
including every secret thing,
whether good or evil.
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SONG OF SOLSONG OF SOLOMONOMON
Jewish tradition attributes the authorship to Solomon, who most likely wrote the song during the early part of
his reign, in about 965 BC. These writings are a collection of love poems; they are expressions of God’s gift of
intimacy between a man and a woman. The poetry is transparent, and the characters meet multiple times and
verbalize and act on their love for one another. The Song of Solomon is also part of the wisdom literature in the
Old Testament or Hebrew Bible.

IntrIntroductionoduction

The Song of Songs, which is Solomon’s.

The WThe Womanoman
22 Let him kiss me with the kisses of his mouth!
For your love is better than wine.

33 Your anointing oils are fragrant,
your name is oil poured out;
therefore the virgins love you.

44 Draw me after you, let us run.
The king has brought me into his chambers.

Friends of the WFriends of the Womanoman

We will exult and rejoice in you;
we will remember your love more than wine;
rightly do they love you.

The WThe Womanoman
55 I am dark, but still lovely, O daughters of Jerusalem,
like the tents of Kedar,
like the curtains of Solomon.

66 Do not gaze at me, because I am dark,
because the sun has looked upon me.

My mother’s sons were angry with me;
they made me the keeper of the vineyards,
but my own vineyard I have not kept.

77 Tell me, you whom my soul loves,
where you pasture your flock,

where you make it lie down at noon;
for why should I be like one who veils herself by the

flocks of your companions?

Friends of the WFriends of the Womanoman
88 If you do not know, O fairest among women,
follow in the tracks of the flock,

and pasture your young goats
beside the shepherds’ tents.

The ManThe Man
99 I compare you, my love, to a mare among Pharaoh’s

chariots.

1010 Lovely are your cheeks with ornaments,
your neck with chains of gold.

Friends of the WFriends of the Womanoman
1111 We will make you ornaments of gold,
with studs of silver.

The WThe Womanoman
1212 While the king was on his couch,
my nard gave forth its fragrance.

1313 My beloved is to me a bundle of myrrh
that lies all night between my breasts.

1414 My beloved is to me a cluster of henna blossoms
in the vineyards of En Gedi.

The ManThe Man
1515 How fair you are, my love.
How fair you are! Your eyes are doves.

The WThe Womanoman
1616 How fair you are, my beloved!
Yes, pleasant!
Our bed is verdant;

1717 the beams of our house are cedar,
and our rafters of fir.

I am the rose of Sharon,
the lily of the valleys.

The ManThe Man
22 As a lily among thorns,
so is my love among the maidens.

The WThe Womanoman
33 As an apple tree among the trees of the forest,
so is my beloved among the young men.

In his shadow I sat with great delight,
and his fruit was sweet to my taste.

44 He brought me to the banquet house,
and his banner over me was love.

55 Sustain me with raisins,
refresh me with apples;
for I am faint with love.
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66 His left hand is under my head,
and his right hand embraces me.

77 I charge you, O daughters of Jerusalem,
by the gazelles or the does of the field,

do not stir up or awaken love
until it pleases.

88 The voice of my beloved!
Look, he comes

leaping over the mountains,
bounding over the hills.

99 My beloved is like a gazelle or a young stag.
Look, he stands behind our wall, gazing through the

windows,
looking through the lattice.
1010 My beloved speaks and says to me: “Rise up, my

love,
my fair one, and come away.

1111 For now the winter has past;
the rain is over and gone.

1212 The flowers appear on the earth;
the time of singing has come,

and the voice of the turtledove is heard in our land.
1313 The fig tree puts forth its green figs,
and the vines their blossoms;

and they give forth fragrance.
Rise up, my love, my beautiful one, and come away.

1414 O my dove, in the clefts of the rock,
in the secret places of the cliffs,

let me see your face,
let me hear your voice;

for your voice is sweet,
and your face is lovely.

1515 Catch the foxes for us,
the little foxes

that spoil the vineyards,
for our vineyards are in blossom.”

1616 My beloved is mine,
and I am his;
he feeds his flockhis flock among the lilies.

1717 Until the day breathes
and the shadows flee,

turn, my beloved, be like a gazelle or a young stag on
the cleft mountains. ††

On my bed by night I sought him
whom my soul loves;

I sought him, but found him not.
22 I will rise now and go about the city,
in the streets and in the squares;

I will seek him whom my soul loves.
I sought him, but found him not.

33 The watchmen found me,
as they went about the city.
“Have you seen him whom my soul loves?”

44 Scarcely had I passed them,
when I found him whom my soul loves.

I held him, and would not let him go
until I brought him to my mother’s house,

† Or a mountains of Bether.

and into the chamber of her who conceived me.
55 I charge you, O daughters of Jerusalem,
by the gazelles or does of the field,

do not stir up or awaken love
until it pleases.

66 Who is that coming up from the wilderness,
like columns of smoke,

perfumed with myrrh and frankincense,
with all the fragrant powders of the merchant?

77 Look, it is the litter of Solomon!
Around it are sixty mighty men,
of the mighty men of Israel,

88 all of them holding swords
and expert in war,

each with his sword at his thigh,
because of terrors by night.

99 King Solomon made himself a palanquin
from the wood of Lebanon.

1010 He made its posts of silver,
its back of gold,

its seat of purple ;;
its interior was inlaid with love
by the daughters of Jerusalem.

1111 Go forth, O daughters of Zion,
and see King Solomon with the crown
with which his mother crowned him

on the day of his wedding,
on the day of the gladness of his heart.

The ManThe Man

How fair you are, my love!
How very fair!

Your eyes are doves behind your veil.
Your hair is like a flock of goats,
streaming down the hills of Gilead.

22 Your teeth are like a flock of shorn ewes
that have come up from the washing,

all of which bear twins,
and not one among them has lost its young.

33 Your lips are like a scarlet thread,
and your mouth is lovely.

Your cheeks are halves of a pomegranate
behind your veil.

44 Your neck is like the tower of David,
built in rows of stone;

on it hang a thousand shields,
all of them shields of mighty men.

55 Your two breasts are like two fawns,
twins of a gazelle,
that feed among the lilies.

66 Until the day breathes
and the shadows flee,

I will go away to the mountain of myrrh
and the hill of frankincense.

77 You are altogether fair, my love;
there is no flaw in you.

88 Come with me from Lebanon, my bride;
come with me from Lebanon.
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Depart from the peak of Amana,
from the peak of Senir and Hermon,

from the dens of lions,
from the mountains of leopards.

99 You have ravished my heart, my sister, my bride;
you have ravished my heart

with one glanceglance of your eyes,
with one jewel of your necklace.

1010 How fair is your love, my sister, my bride!
How much better than wine is your love,
and the fragrance of your oils than any spice!

1111 Your lips drip honey, my bride;
honey and milk are under your tongue;
and the fragrance of your garments is like the scent

of Lebanon.
1212 A garden locked is my sister, my bride,
a fountain sealed.

1313 Your plants are an orchard of pomegranates
with all choicest fruits,
henna with nard,
1414 nard and saffron,
calamus and cinnamon,
with all trees of frankincense,
myrrh and aloes,
with all the chief spices—

1515 a garden fountain,
a well of living water,
and flowing streams from Lebanon.

The WThe Womanoman
1616 Awake, O north wind,
and come, O south wind!

Blow upon my garden,
that its spices may flow out.

Let my beloved come to his garden,
and eat its choicest fruits.

The ManThe Man

I come to my garden, my sister, my bride;
I gather my myrrh with my spice;

I eat my honeycomb with my honey;
I drink my wine with my milk.

Friends of the ManFriends of the Man

Eat, friends!
Drink, and be drunk with love!

The WThe Womanoman
22 I slept, but my heart was awake.
A sound! My beloved is knocking. “Open to me, my

sister, and my love,
my dove, my perfect one;

for my head is wet with dew,
my locks with the drops of the night.”

33 I had taken off my garment;
how could I put it on again?

I had bathed my feet;

how could I soil them?
44 My beloved put his hand by the latch,
and my heart yearned for him.

55 I rose up to open to my beloved,
and my hands dripped with myrrh,

my fingers with liquid myrrh
on the handles of the bolt.

66 I opened to my beloved,
but my beloved had turned and was gone.
My soul failed me when he spoke.

I sought him, but found him not;
I called him, but he gave no answer.

77 The watchmen found me
as they went about the city;

they struck me, they wounded me;
they took away my mantle,
those watchmen of the walls.

88 I charge you, O daughters of Jerusalem,
if you find my beloved,
that you tell him I am faint with love.

Friends of the WFriends of the Womanoman
99 What is your beloved more than another beloved,
O fairest among women?

What is your beloved more than another beloved,
that you so charge us?

The WThe Womanoman
1010 My beloved is white and ruddy,
distinguished among ten thousand.

1111 His head is the finest gold;
his locks are wavy,
black as a raven.

1212 His eyes are like doves
beside rivers of water,

bathed in milk,
fitly set.

1313 His cheeks are like beds of spices,
mounds of scented herbs.

His lips are lilies,
dripping liquid myrrh.

1414 His arms are rods of gold,
set with jewels.

His body is bright ivory,
inlaid with sapphires.

1515 His legs are alabaster columns,
set on bases of gold.

His appearance is like Lebanon,
choice as the cedars.

1616 His mouth is most sweet,
and he is altogether desirable.

This is my beloved and this is my friend,
O daughters of Jerusalem.

Friends of the WFriends of the Womanoman

Where has your beloved gone,
O fairest among women?
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Where has your beloved turned aside,
that we may seek him with you?

The WThe Womanoman
22 My beloved has gone down to his garden,
to the beds of spices,

to feed his flockhis flock in the gardens,
and to gather lilies.

33 I am my beloved’s and my beloved is mine;
he feeds his flockhis flock among the lilies.

The ManThe Man
44 You are beautiful as Tirzah, my love,
comely as Jerusalem,
awesome as an army with banners!

55 Turn your eyes away from me,
for they overwhelm me!

Your hair is like a flock of goats
streaming down from Gilead.

66 your teeth are like a flock of ewes
that have come up from the washing;

all of them bear twins; not one among them has lost
its young;

77 your cheeks are like halves
of a pomegranate behind your veil.

88 There are sixty queens
and eighty concubines,
and virgins without number.

99 My dove, my perfect one, is the only one,
the only one of her mother,
choice to her who bore her.

The maidens saw her and called her blessed;
the queens and concubines also, and they praised

her.
1010 Who is this who looks forth like the dawn,
fair as the moon, radiant as the sun,
awesome as an army with banners?

1111 I went down to the nut orchard
to look at the blossoms of the valley,

to see whether the vines had budded,
whether the pomegranates were in bloom.

1212 Before I was aware, my soul set me in a chariot be-
side my prince.

Friends of the WFriends of the Womanoman
1313 Return, return, O Shulammite! ††

Return, return, that we may look upon you.

The ManThe Man

Why should you look upon the Shulammite,
as upon a dance before two armies? ††††

How beautiful are your feet in sandals,
O prince’s daughter!

The curves of your thighs are like jewels,
the work of a master hand.

22 Your navel is a round bowl
† 7:1 in the Heb. text. †† Or a dance of Mahanaim.

that never lacks mixed wine.
Your belly is a heap of wheat,
encircled with lilies.

33 Your two breasts are like two fawns,
twins of a gazelle.

44 Your neck is like an ivory tower,
your eyes pools in Heshbon,
by the gate of Bath Rabbim.

Your nose is like a tower of Lebanon,
overlooking Damascus.

55 Your head crowns like Carmel,
and your flowing hair is like purple;
a king is held captive in the tresses.

66 How fair and pleasant you are,
O loved one, with all your delights!

77 Your stature is like a palm tree,
and your breasts are like its clusters.

88 I say I will climb the palm tree
and take hold of its branches.

Oh, may your breasts be like clusters of the vine,
and the scent of your breath like apples,
99 and your mouth like the best wine.

It goes down smoothly for my beloved,
gliding over lips and teeth.

The WThe Womanoman
1010 I am my beloved’s,
and his desire is for me.

1111 Come, my beloved, let us go forth into the fields,
and lodge in the villages;

1212 let us go out early to the vineyards,
and see whether the vines have budded,

whether the grape blossoms have opened
and the pomegranates are in bloom.
There I will give you my love.

1313 The mandrakes give forth fragrance,
and at our doors are all choice fruits,

new as well as old,
which I have laid up for you, my beloved.

Oh, that you were like a brother to me,
who nursed at my mother’s breasts!

If I found you outside,
I would kiss you,
and no one would despise me.

22 I would lead you and bring you
into the house of my mother,
she who used to instruct me.

I would give you spiced wine to drink,
the juice of my pomegranates.

33 His left hand is under my head,
and his right arm embraces me!

44 I charge you, O daughters of Jerusalem,
do not stir up or awaken love
until it pleases.

Friends of the WFriends of the Womanoman
55 Who is that coming up from the wilderness,
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leaning upon her beloved?

The WThe Womanoman

Under the apple tree I awakened you.
There your mother was in labor with you;
there she who bore you was in labor.

66 Set me as a seal upon your heart,
as a seal upon your arm;

for love is strong as death,
passion fierce as the grave.

Its fires of desire are as ardent flames,
a most intense flame.

77 Many waters cannot quench love,
neither can floods drown it.

If a man offered for love
all the wealth of his house,
it would be utterly condemned.

BrBrothers of the Wothers of the Womanoman
88 We have a little sister,
and she has no breasts.

What will we do for our sister
on the day when she is spoken for?

99 If she is a wall,
we will build upon her a battlement of silver;

but if she is a door,

we will enclose her with boards of cedar.

The WThe Womanoman
1010 I was a wall,
and my breasts were like towers;

then I was in his eyes
as one who finds peace.

1111 Solomon had a vineyard at Baal Hamon;
he leased the vineyard to keepers;

each man was to bring for its fruit a thousand pieces
of silver.

1212 My vineyard, my very own, is before me;
you, O Solomon, may have the thousand,
and the keepers of the fruit two hundred.

The ManThe Man
1313 O you who dwell in the gardens,
my companions listen for your voice;
let me hear it!

The WThe Womanoman
1414 Make haste, my beloved,
and be like a gazelle or a young stag
on the mountains of spices!
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ISAIAHISAIAH
The book of Isaiah was probably written between 701 and 681 BC toward the end of the reign of King Uzziah
and throughout the reigns of Kings Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah. Based on Jewish tradition, the author is the
prophet Isaiah, and its principal theme is victory by the Holy One of Israel and the expectation of a Suffering
Servant and New Creation. Throughout his fifty to sixty years of prophetic ministry, Isaiah lived in Jerusalem
during a time of great political turmoil. His prophetic calling was to Judah and Jerusalem. Most of the first chap-
ters of Isaiah are strong messages of judgment and a call to repentance. The remaining chapters present God’s
message of forgiveness, consolation, and hope as they point to the coming King of Israel. The final chapters
beautifully describe a new creation where God will rule as King, judging the wicked and establishing eternal
peace.

The vision of Isaiah the son of Amoz, which he
saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem in the days

of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah, kings of Judah.

The Wickedness of JudahThe Wickedness of Judah
22 Hear, O heavens, and give ear, O earth.
For the LORD has spoken:

I have nourished and brought up children,
and they have rebelled against Me;

33 the ox knows his owner,
and the donkey his master’s crib,

but Israel does not know;
My people do not consider.

44 Alas, sinful nation,
a people laden with iniquity,

a brood of evildoers,
children who deal corruptly!

They have forsaken the LORD ,
they have provoked the Holy One of Israel to anger,
they are estranged and backward.

55 Why should you be beaten again,
that you revolt more and more?

The whole head is sick,
and the whole heart faint.

66 From the sole of the foot even to the head
there is no soundness in it.

Wounds, bruises,
and open sores;

they have not been closed,
nor bandaged, nor soothed with oil.

77 Your country is desolate,
your cities are burned with fire;

strangers devour your land
in your presence;
and it is desolate, as overthrown by strangers.

88 The daughter of Zion is left
like a shelter in a vineyard,

like a hut in a field of melons,
like a besieged city.

99 Unless the LORD of Hosts
had left to us a very small remnant,

we would have been as Sodom;
we would have been like Gomorrah.

1010 Hear the word of the LORD ,
you rulers of Sodom;

listen to the law of our God,
you people of Gomorrah:

1111 For what purpose is the multitude
of your sacrifices to Me? says the LORD .

I am full of the burnt offerings of rams,
and the fat of fed animals.

I do not delight in the blood of bulls,
or of lambs, or of male goats.

1212 When you come to appear before Me,
who has required this at your hand,
to trample My courts?

1313 Bring no more vain offerings;
incense is an abomination to Me.

New Moons, Sabbaths, and convocations—
I cannot bear with evil assemblies.

1414 My soul hates
your New Moons and your appointed feasts;

they are a burden to Me;
I am weary of bearing them.

1515 When you reach out your hands,
I will hide My eyes from you;

even when you make many prayers,
I will not hear.

Your hands are full of blood.
1616 Wash yourselves, make yourselves clean;

put away the evil from your deeds,
from before My eyes.

Cease to do evil,
1717 learn to do good;

seek justice,
relieve the oppressed;

judge the fatherless,
plead for the widow.

1818 Come now, and let us reason together,
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says the LORD .
Though your sins be as scarlet,
they shall be as white as snow;

though they be red like crimson,
they shall be as wool.

1919 If you are willing and obedient,
you shall eat the good of the land;

2020 but if you refuse and rebel,
you shall be devoured with the sword;
for the mouth of the LORD has spoken it.

The DegenerThe Degenerate Cityate City
2121 How the faithful city
has become a prostitute!

She was full of justice;
righteousness lodged in her,
but now murderers.

2222 Your silver has become dross,
your wine mixed with water.

2323 Your princes are rebellious
and companions of thieves;

everyone loves a bribe
and follows after rewards.

They do not defend the fatherless,
nor does the cause of the widow come before them.

2424 Therefore the Lord, the LORD of Hosts,
the Mighty One of Israel, says:

Ah, I will get relief from My adversaries,
and avenge Myself on My enemies.

2525 And I will turn My hand against you,
thoroughly purge away your dross,
and take away all your impurities.

2626 I will restore your judges as at the first,
and your counselors as at the beginning.

Afterward you shall be called
the city of righteousness,
a faithful town.

2727 Zion shall be redeemed with justice
and her converts with righteousness.

2828 But the destruction of the transgressors and sin-
ners shall be together,

and those who forsake the LORD shall be con-
sumed.

2929 For they shall be ashamed of the oaks
which you have desired,

and you shall be humiliated for the gardens
that you have chosen.

3030 For you shall be as an oak whose leaf fades,
and as a garden that has no water.

3131 The strong shall be as tinder,
and his work like a spark;

they will both burn together,
and no one will quench them.

The Mountain of theThe Mountain of the LLORDORD
Mic 4:1–3

The word that Isaiah the son of Amoz saw con-
cerning Judah and Jerusalem.

22 In the last days,
the mountain of the LORD ’s house shall be estab-

lished
on the top of the mountains,

and shall be exalted above the hills,
and all nations shall flow to it.

33 Many people shall go and say,
“Come, and let us go up to the mountain of the LORD

,
to the house of the God of Jacob,

and He will teach us of His ways,
and we will walk in His paths.”

For out of Zion shall go forth the law,
and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.

44 He shall judge among the nations,
and shall rebuke many peoples;

and they shall beat their swords into plowshares,
and their spears into pruning hooks;

nation shall not lift up sword against nation,
nor shall they learn war any more.

55 O house of Jacob, come,
and let us walk in the light of the LORD .

The Day of theThe Day of the LLORDORD
66 For You have forsaken Your people,
the house of Jacob,

because they are replenished from the east,
and are soothsayers like the Philistines,
and they please themselves with the children of

strangers.
77 Their land also is full of silver and gold,
and there is no end to their treasures;

their land is also full of horses,
and there is no end to their chariots.

88 Their land also is full of idols;
they worship the work of their own hands,
that which their own fingers have made.

99 And the commoncommon man bows down,
and the grgreateat man humbles himself;
therefore, do not forgive them.

1010 Enter into the rock,
and hide in the dust

from the fear of the LORD
and from the glory of His majesty.

1111 The lofty looks of man shall be humbled,
and the haughtiness of men shall be bowed down,

and the LORD alone shall be exalted in that day.
1212 For the day of the LORD of Hosts shall be
upon everything that is proud and lofty,
and upon everything that is lifted up,
and it shall be brought low;

1313 and it will beit will be upon all the cedars of Lebanon that
are high and lifted up,

and upon all the oaks of Bashan,
1414 and upon all the high mountains,
and upon all the hills that are lifted up,

1515 and upon all the high towers,
and upon every fenced wall,
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44

1616 and upon all the ships of Tarshish,
and upon all pleasant sloops.

1717 The loftiness of man shall be humbled,
and the haughtiness of men shall be brought low;

the LORD alone will be exalted in that day;
1818 the idols He shall utterly abolish.

1919 They shall go into the holes of the rocks,
and into the caves of the earth,

from the fear of the LORD ,
and from the glory of His majesty,
when He shall arise to shake the earth mightily.

2020 In that day a man shall cast away
his idols of silver and his idols of gold,

which they made for themselves to worship,
to the moles and to the bats,

2121 to enter the caverns of the rocks,
and into the clefts of the cliffs,

from the terror of the LORD ,
and from the glory of His majesty,
when He arises to shake the earth mightily.

2222 Cease regarding man,
whose breath is in his nostrils;

for why should he be esteemed?

Judgment on Judah and JerusalemJudgment on Judah and Jerusalem

For now the Lord,
the LORD of Hosts,

takes away from Jerusalem and from Judah
the stock and the store,

the whole supply of bread, and the whole supply of
water;

22 the mighty man and the man of war,
the judge and the prophet,
and the prudent and the ancient,

33 the captain of fifty and the honorable man,
the counselor and the skillful artisan, and the elo-

quent orator.
44 I will give youths to be their princes,
and unweaned children shall rule over them.

55 The people shall be oppressed,
every one by another, and every one by his neigh-

bor;
the youth shall behave himself proudly against the el-

der,
and the inferior against the honorable.

66 When a man shall take hold of his brother
in the house of his father saying,

“You have clothing; be our ruler,
and let this ruin be under your power,”

77 in that day he shall swear saying,
“I will not be a healer.

For in my house is neither bread nor clothing;
do not make me a ruler of the people.”

88 For Jerusalem is ruined,
and Judah is fallen,

because their tongue and their deeds are against the
LORD ,

to provoke the eyes of His glory.

99 The expression of their countenance witnesses
against them,

and they declare their sin as Sodom;
they hide it not.

Woe to them!
For they have brought evil on themselves.

1010 Say to the righteous that it shall be well with them,
for they shall eat the fruit of their deeds.

1111 Woe to the wicked! It shall be ill with him,
for the reward of his hands shall be given him.
1212 As for My people, children are their oppressors,
and women rule over them.

O My people, those who lead you cause you to err,
and destroy the way of your paths.

1313 The LORD stands up to plead
and stands to judge the people.

1414 The LORD will enter into judgment
with the elders and the princes of His people:

For you have eaten up the vineyard;
the spoil of the poor is in your houses.

1515 What do you mean that you beat My people to
pieces

and grind the faces of the poor?
says the Lord GOD of Hosts.

1616 Moreover the LORD says:
Because the daughters of Zion are haughty

and walk with outstretched necks
and wanton eyes,

walking and mincing as they go,
and making a tinkling with their feet,

1717 therefore, the Lord will strike with a scab the crown
of the head of the daughters of Zion,

and the LORD will make their foreheads bare.
1818 In that day the Lord will take away the finery of the

ankle ornaments, and the headbands, and the cres-
cent ornaments, 1919 the chains, and the bracelets, and
the veils, 2020 the bonnets, the leg ornaments, the sash-
es, perfume boxes, amulets, 2121 the finger rings, nose
rings, 2222 festal robes, outer tunics, cloaks, purses,
2323 hand mirrors, and undergarments, hoods, and veils.

2424 Instead of sweet perfume there shall be a stench;
and instead of a belt, a rope;

and instead of well-set hair, baldness;
and instead of fine clothes, a girding of sackcloth;
and branding instead of beauty.

2525 Your men shall fall by the sword,
and your mighty in the war.

2626 Her gates shall lament and mourn,
and she, being desolate, shall sit on the ground.

And in that day seven women
shall take hold of one man, saying,

“We will eat our own bread,
and wear our own apparel,

only let us be called by your name,
to take away our reproach.”
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The BrThe Branch of theanch of the LLORDORD
22 In that day the branch of the LORD shall be beauti-

ful and glorious, and the fruit of the earth shall be ex-
cellent and comely for those of Israel who have es-
caped. 33 He who is left in Zion and he who remains in
Jerusalem shall be called holy, even everyone who is
written among the living in Jerusalem. 44 When the Lord
has washed away the filth of the daughters of Zion
and has purged the blood of Jerusalem from the midst
by the spirit of justice and by the spirit of burning,
55 then the LORD will create upon every dwelling place
of Mount Zion, and upon her assemblies, a cloud and
smoke by day and the shining of a flaming fire by
night. For over all the glory shall be a covering. 66 There
shall be a tabernacle for a shadow in the daytime from
the heat, and for a place of refuge, and for a shelter
from storm and from rain.

The Song of the VineThe Song of the Vineyaryardd

Now I will sing to my well-beloved a song of my
beloved

concerning His vineyard:
My well-beloved has a vineyard
in a very fruitful hill.

22 And He fenced it, and removed its stones,
and planted it with the choicest vine.

And He built a tower in the midst of it,
and also made a winepress in it;

and He expected it to bring forth good grapes,
but it brought forth wild grapes.

33 Now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem and men of Judah,
judge between My vineyard and Me.

44 What more could have been done to My vineyard
that I have not done in it?

Why, when I expected it to bring forth good grapes,
did it bring forth wild grapes?

55 So now I will tell you
what I will do to My vineyard:

I will take away its hedge,
and it shall be consumed;

I will break down its wall,
and it shall be trodden down.

66 And I will lay it waste:
It shall not be pruned or dug,
but briers and thorns shall come up.

I will also command the clouds
that they rain no rain on it.

77 For the vineyard of the LORD of Hosts
is the house of Israel,

and the men of Judah
His pleasant plant.

Thus He looked for justice, but saw oppression;
for righteousness, but heard a cry.

WWoes and Judgmentoes and Judgment
88 Woe to those who join house to house,

who add field to field,
until there is no more space
where they may live alone in the midst of the land!

99 In my ears the LORD of Hosts said:
Truly, many houses shall be desolate,
even great and beautiful, without inhabitants.

1010 For ten acres of vineyard shall yield one bath, ††

and the homer †††† of seed shall yield an ephah. ‡‡
1111 Woe to those who rise up early in the morning
that they may pursue strong drink;

who continue late in the evening
until wine inflames them!

1212 The lyre and the harp, the tambourine and pipe,
and wine are in their feasts;

but they do not regard the deeds of the LORD ,
or consider the work of His hands.

1313 Therefore My people go into captivity
because they have no knowledge;

and their honorable men are famished,
and their multitude dried up with thirst.

1414 Therefore Sheol has enlarged itself
and opened its mouth without measure;

so their glory, and their multitude, and their pomp,
and he who rejoices shall descend into it.

1515 The commoncommon man shall be brought down,
and the grgreateat man shall be humbled,
and the eyes of the lofty shall be humbled.

1616 But the LORD of Hosts shall be exalted in judg-
ment,

and God who is holy shall be hallowed in righteous-
ness.

1717 Then the lambs shall feed in their pasture,
and strangers shall eat inin the waste places of the

wealthy.
1818 Woe to those who draw iniquity with cords of false-

hood
and sin as if with a cart rope,

1919 who say, “Let Him make speed
and hasten His work,
that we may see it;

and let the counsel of the Holy One of Israel
draw near and come,
that we may know it!”

2020 Woe to those who call evil good,
and good evil;

who exchange darkness for light,
and light for darkness;

who exchange bitter for sweet,
and sweet for bitter!

2121 Woe to those who are wise in their own eyes
and prudent in their own sight!

2222 Woe to those who are mighty to drink wine,
and men of strength to mingle strong drink,

2323 who justify the wicked for a reward,
and take away the justice of the righteous from him!

2424 Therefore, as the fire devours the stubble
† About 6 gallons, or 22 liters. †† Likely about 360 pounds, or

160 kilograms. ‡ Likely about 36 pounds, or 16 kilograms.
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and the flame consumes the chaff,
so their root shall be as rottenness,
and their blossom shall go up as dust;

because they have cast away the law of the LORD of
Hosts

and despised the word of the Holy One of Israel.
2525 Therefore the anger of the LORD burns against His

people,
and He has stretched out His hand against them,

and has stricken them,
and the hills trembled.
Their corpses were torn in the midst of the streets.

For all this His anger is not turned away,
and His hand is still stretched out.

2626 He will lift up a banner to the nations from afar
and will hiss at them from the ends of the earth;

certainly they shall come
with speed, swiftly.

2727 No one shall be weary or stumble among them;
no one shall slumber or sleep;

neither shall the girdle of their loins be loosed,
nor the strap of their shoes be broken;

2828 their arrows are sharp
and all their bows bent;

their horses’ hooves will seem like flint,
and their wheels like a whirlwind.

2929 Their roaring shall be like a lion,
they shall roar like young lions;

they shall roar and lay hold of the prey;
and shall carry it away, and no one shall deliver it.

3030 In that day they shall roar against them
like the roaring of the sea.

And if one looks to the land—
only darkness and sorrow,
and the light is darkened by the clouds.

The Commission of IsaiahThe Commission of Isaiah

In the year that King Uzziah died I saw the Lord
sitting on a throne, high and lifted up, and His

train filled the temple. 22 Above it stood the seraphim.
Each one had six wings. With two he covered his face,
and with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew.
33 One cried to another and said:
“Holy, holy, holy, is the LORD of Hosts;
the whole earth is full of His glory.”

44 The posts of the door moved at the voice of him who
cried, and the house was filled with smoke.

55 And I said: “Woe is me! For I am undone because I
am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a
people of unclean lips. For my eyes have seen the
King, the LORD of Hosts.”

66 Then one of the seraphim flew to me with a live
coal which he had taken with the tongs from off the al-
tar in his hand. 77 And he laid it on my mouth, and said,
“This has touched your lips, and your iniquity is taken
away, and your sin purged.”

88 Also I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom
shall I send, and who will go for us?”

Then I said, “Here am I. Send me.”
99 He said, “Go, and tell this people:

‘Keep on hearing, but do not understand;
keep on seeing, but do not perceive.’

1010 Make the heart of this people dull,
and their ears heavy,
and shut their eyes;

lest they see with their eyes,
and hear with their ears,
and understand with their heart,

and turn and be healed.”
1111 Then I said, “Lord, how long?”
And He answered:

“Until the cities are laid waste
without inhabitants,

and the houses without man,
and the land is utterly desolate,

1212 and the LORD has removed men far away,
and there is a great forsaking in the midst of the

land.
1313 But yet in it shall be a tenth,
and it shall return, and shall be burned,

as a terebinth tree or as an oak,
whose stump remains when it is cut down,
so the holy seed is its stump.”

Isaiah ReassurIsaiah Reassures King Ahazes King Ahaz

And it came to pass in the days of Ahaz the son of
Jotham, the son of Uzziah, king of Judah, that

Rezin the king of Aram, and Pekah the son of Remali-
ah, king of Israel, went up toward Jerusalem to war
against it, but could not prevail against it.

22 It was said to the house of David, “Aram is allied
with Ephraim.” Then his heart trembled and the heart
of his people, as the trees of the wood tremble with
the wind.

33 Then the LORD said to Isaiah: Go out now to meet
Ahaz, you, and Shear-Jashub your son, at the end of
the conduit of the upper pool in the highway of the
fuller’s field, 44 and say to him, Take heed, and be quiet.
Do not fear nor be fainthearted because of the two
tails of these smoking firebrands, because of the fierce
anger of Rezin with Aram and of the son of Remaliah,
55 because Aram, Ephraim, and the son of Remaliah
have taken evil counsel against you, saying, 66 Let us go
up against Judah, and trouble it, and let us make a
breach there for us, and set a king in the midst of it,
even the son of Tabeel. 77 Thus says the Lord GOD :
It shall not stand,
nor shall it come to pass.

88 For the head of Aram is Damascus,
and the head of Damascus is Rezin.

Now within sixty-five years
Ephraim shall be broken so that it is not a people.

99 The head of Ephraim is Samaria,
and the head of Samaria is the son of Remaliah.

If you will not believe,
surely you shall not be established.
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The Sign of ImmanuelThe Sign of Immanuel
1010 Moreover the LORD spoke again to Ahaz, saying:

1111 Ask for a sign from the LORD your God. Make it ei-
ther as deep as Sheol or as high as heaven.

1212 But Ahaz said, I will not ask, nor will I tempt the
LORD .

1313 Then he said, “Hear now, O house of David. Is it a
small thing for you to weary men, but will you weary
my God also? 1414 Therefore the Lord Himself shall give
you a sign: The virgin †† shall conceive, and bear a son,
and shall call his name Immanuel. ††††1515 Curds and honey
he shall eat at the time that he knows enough to
refuse the evil and choose the good. 1616 For before the
child shall know to refuse the evil and choose the
good, the land that you dread shall be forsaken of
both her kings. 1717 The LORD shall bring upon you, and
upon your people, and upon your father’s house, days
that have not come from the day that Ephraim depart-
ed from Judah, even the king of Assyria.”

1818 In that day the LORD shall whistle for the fly that is
in the uttermost part of the rivers of Egypt, and for the
bee that is in the land of Assyria. 1919 They shall come,
and all of them shall rest in the desolate valleys, and in
the holes of the rocks, and on all thorns, and on all
bushes. 2020 In that same day the Lord shall shave with a
hired razor, from regions beyond the River, ‡‡ with the
king of Assyria, the head, and the hair of the legs, and
it shall also remove the beard. 2121 In that day a man
shall nourish a young cow and two sheep, 2222 and be-
cause of the abundance of milk that they give, he shall
eat curds; for everyone who is left in the land shall eat
curds and honey. 2323 In that day every place where
there were a thousand vines, worthworth a thousand
shekelsshekels ‡†‡† of silver, shall become briers and thorns.
2424 With arrows and with bows shall men come there
because all the land shall become briers and thorns.
2525 On all hills that used to be cultivated with the hoe,
you will not go there for fear of briers and thorns. But
it shall be for pasturing oxen and for sheep to tread.

The Coming Assyrian InvasionThe Coming Assyrian Invasion

Moreover the LORD said to me, Take for yourself
a large book and write in it with a man’s pen:

“Swift is the booty, speedy is the prey.” ‡‡‡‡22 I will take to
Myself faithful witnesses for testimony, Uriah the
priest and Zechariah the son of Jeberekiah.

33 So I went in to the prophetess, and she conceived
and bore a son. Then the LORD said to me, Call his
name Maher-Shalal-Hash-Baz. ‡‡†‡‡†44 For before the child
knows how to cry “My father” and “My mother,” the
riches of Damascus and the spoil of Samaria shall be
taken away before the king of Assyria.

55 The LORD spoke to me again, saying:
66 Because this people refuses
† Heb. a young woman. †† Or a God with us. ‡ Euphrates

River. ‡† About 25 pounds, or 12 kilograms. ‡‡ See v. 3. ‡‡†
See v. 1.

the gently flowing waters of Shiloah
and rejoices in Rezin
and the son of Remaliah,

77 now therefore the Lord certainly is about to bring
upon them

the strong and plentiful waters of the River, ‡‡‡‡‡‡

even the king of Assyria and all his glory;
and he shall come up over all his channels
and go over all his banks.

88 And he shall pass through Judah, he shall overflow
and go over,

he shall reach even to the neck,
and the stretching out of his wings shall fill the

breadth of your land,
O Immanuel.

99 Be broken, O you peoples, and be broken in pieces.
And give ear, all you from far countries.

Gird yourselves, but be broken in pieces;
gird yourselves, but be broken in pieces.

1010 Take counsel together, but it shall come to nothing;
speak the word, but it shall not stand

for God is with us.

Fear GodFear God
1111 For the LORD spoke thus to me with a strong hand

and instructed me that I should not walk in the way of
this people, saying:

1212 You should not say, “It is a conspiracy,”
concerning all that this people calls a conspiracy,

neither fear their threats
nor be afraid of them.

1313 Sanctify the LORD of Hosts Himself,
and let Him be your fear,
and let Him be your dread.

1414 He shall become a sanctuary,
but a stone of stumbling and a rock of offense

to both the houses of Israel,
and a trap and a snare to the inhabitants of

Jerusalem.
1515 Many among them shall stumble
and fall and be broken
and be snared and be taken.

1616 Bind up the testimony;
seal the law among My disciples.

1717 I will wait on the LORD ,
who hides His face from the house of Jacob,

and I will eagerly look for Him.
1818 See, I and the children whom the LORD has given

me are for signs and for wonders in Israel from the
LORD of Hosts who dwells in Mount Zion.

1919 When they say to you, “Seek after the mediums
and the wizards, who whisper and mutter,” should not
a people seek after their God? Should theShould they consulty consult the
dead for the living? 2020 To the law and to the testimony;
if they do not speak according to this word, it is be-
cause there is no light in them. 2121 They shall pass
through the land hard-pressed and hungry; when they

‡‡‡ Euphrates River.
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are hungry, they shall be furious and curse their king
and their God as they look upward. 2222 Then they shall
look to the earth and see trouble and darkness, gloom
of anguish. And they shall be driven away into dark-
ness.

The Coming KingThe Coming King

Nevertheless there shall be no more gloom for
her who was in anguish. In the former time He

contemptuously treated the land of Zebulun and the
land of Naphtali, but in the latter time He shall make it
glorious, by the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan, in
Galilee of the nations.

22 The people who walked in darkness
have seen a great light;

those who dwell in the land of the shadow of death,
upon them the light has shined.

33 You have multiplied the nation
and increased the joy;

they rejoice before You
according to the joy of harvest

and as men rejoice
when they divide the spoil.

44 For You have broken the yoke of his burden
and the bar of his shoulder,

the rod of his oppressor
as in the day of Midian’s defeat.

55 For all the sandals of the tramping warriors
and all the garments rolled in blood
shall be burned as fuel for the fire.

66 For unto us a child is born,
unto us a son is given,
and the government shall be upon his shoulder.

And his name shall be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.

77 Of the increase of his government and peace
there shall be no end,

upon the throne of David
and over his kingdom,

to order it and to establish it
with justice and with righteousness,
from now until forever.

The zeal of the LORD of Hosts
will perform this.

The Message Against IsrThe Message Against Israelael
88 The Lord sent a word against Jacob,
and it falls upon Israel.

99 All the people shall know,
even Ephraim and the inhabitants of Samaria,

who say in the pride
and stoutness of heart,

1010 “The bricks are fallen down,
but we will build with hewn stones;

the sycamores are cut down,
but we will replace them with cedars.”

1111 Therefore, the LORD shall set up the adversaries of
Rezin against him,

and join his enemies together.
1212 The Arameans shall be before and the Philistines

behind;
and they shall devour Israel with open jaws.

For all this His anger is not turned away,
and His hand is stretched out still.

1313 For the people do not turn to Him who struck them,
nor do they seek the LORD of Hosts.

1414 Therefore the LORD will cut off from Israel head
and tail,

branch and bulrush, in one day.
1515 The elder and honorable man, he is the head;
and the prophet that teaches lies, he is the tail.

1616 For the leaders of this people cause them to err,
and those who are led by them are destroyed.

1717 Therefore the Lord shall have no joy in their young
men,

nor shall He have mercy on their fatherless and wid-
ows;
for every one of them is a hypocrite and an evildoer,
and every mouth speaks folly.

For all this His anger is not turned away,
and His hand is stretched out still.

1818 For wickedness burns as a fire;
it shall devour the briers and thorns,

and shall ignite in the thickets of the forest,
and they shall mount up like rising smoke.

1919 Through the wrath of the LORD of Hosts
is the land burned up,

and the people shall be as fuel for the fire;
no man shall spare his brother.

2020 They shall snatch on the right hand,
but still be hungry;

and they shall eat on the left hand,
and shall not be satisfied;

every man shall eat the flesh of his own arm.
2121 Manasseh consumesconsumes Ephraim, and Ephraim, Man-

asseh,
and they together shall be against Judah.

For all this His anger is not turned away,
and His hand is stretched out still.

Woe to those who decree unrighteous decrees
and who write unjust judgments which they

have prescribed
22 to turn aside the needy from justice
and to take away the right from the poor of My peo-

ple,
that widows may be their prey,
and that they may rob the fatherless!

33 And what will you do in the day of punishment
and in the desolation which shall come from afar?

To whom will you flee for help,
and where will you leave your wealth?

44 Nothing remains but to bow down among the pris-
oners,

and they shall fall among the slain.
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For all this His anger is not turned away,
and His hand is stretched out still.

Judgment on AssyriaJudgment on Assyria
55 Woe to Assyria, the rod of My anger
and the staff in whose hand is My indignation.

66 I will send him against an ungodly nation,
and against the people of My wrath I will give him a

command,
to seize the plunder, to take the prey,
and to tread them down like the mire of the streets.

77 However he does not so intend,
nor does he plan so in his heart;

but his purpose is to destroy
and to cut off many nations.

88 For he says, “Are not my princes altogether kings?
99 Is not Kalno as Carchemish?

Is not Hamath as Arpad?
Is not Samaria as Damascus?

1010 As my hand has found the kingdoms of the idols
whose graven images were greater than those of

Jerusalem and Samaria,
1111 shall I not, as I have done to Samaria and her idols,
so do to Jerusalem and her idols?”

1212 When the Lord has performed all His work on
Mount Zion and on Jerusalem, He will sayHe will say , “I will pun-
ish the fruit of the stout heart of the king of Assyria
and the glory of his high looks.” 1313 For he says:
“By the strength of my hand and by my wisdom,
I have done it, for I am prudent;

and I have removed the bounds of the people,
and have robbed their treasures,
and I have put down the inhabitants like a valiant

man.
1414 And my hand has found as a nest
the riches of the people,

and as one gathers eggs that are left,
I have gathered all the earth

and there was no one who moved the wing
or opened the mouth or peeped.”

1515 Shall the axe boast itself against him who hews
with it?

Or shall the saw magnify itself against him who
wields it?
That isThat is as if the rod wields itself against those who lift

it up,
oror as if the staff should lift itself up as if it were not

wood.
1616 Therefore the Lord, GOD of Hosts,
shall send leanness among his stout ones,

and under his glory he shall kindle a burning
like the burning of a fire.

1717 The light of Israel shall be a fire,
and his Holy One a flame,

and it shall burn and devour
his thorns and his briers in one day,

1818 and shall consume the glory of his forest,
and of his fruitful field, both soul and body;

and it shall be as when a sick man faints.
1919 The rest of the trees of his forest shall be so few
that a child may write them down.

The Returning Remnant of IsrThe Returning Remnant of Israelael
2020 In that day the remnant of Israel
and those who have escaped of the house of Jacob

shall never again depend on him
who struck them,

but shall depend on the LORD ,
the Holy One of Israel, in truth.

2121 The remnant shall return, even the remnant of Ja-
cob,

to the mighty God.
2222 For though your people, O Israel, are as the sand of

the sea,
yet a remnant of them shall return;

the destruction is decreed,
overflowing with righteousness.

2323 For the Lord GOD of Hosts shall make a complete
destruction,

as decreed, in the midst of all the land.
2424 Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD of Hosts:

O My people who dwell in Zion,
do not be afraid of the Assyrian.

He shall strike you with a rod
and shall lift up his staff against you, after the man-

ner of Egypt.
2525 For yet a very little while, and the indignation shall

cease,
and My anger will be directed to their destruction.

2626 The LORD of Hosts shall stir up a scourge for him
according to the slaughter of Midian at the rock of

Oreb;
and as His rod was over the sea, so shall He lift it up
after the manner of Egypt.

2727 In that day his burden shall be taken away from off
your shoulder,

and his yoke from off your neck;
and the yoke shall be destroyed
because of the anointing oil.

2828 He has come against Aiath,
he has passed through Migron;
at Mikmash he has laid up his carriages.

2929 They are gone over the pass,
they have taken up their lodging at Geba.

Ramah is afraid,
Gibeah of Saul has fled.

3030 Lift up your voice, O daughter of Gallim.
Listen, Laishah
and poor Anathoth.

3131 Madmenah has fled,
the inhabitants of Gebim gather themselves to flee.

3232 Yet today he shall remain at Nob;
he shakes his fist

against the mount of the daughter of Zion,
the hill of Jerusalem.

3333 See, the Lord, the LORD of Hosts,
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1212

1313

shall lop the bough with terror;
and the tall ones of stature shall be hewn down,
and the haughty shall be humbled.

3434 He shall cut down the thickets of the forest with
iron,

and Lebanon shall fall by the Mighty One.

The Righteous BrThe Righteous Branch of Jesseanch of Jesse

And there shall come forth a shoot from the
stump of Jesse,

and a Branch shall grow out of his roots.
22 The Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him,
the Spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the Spirit of counsel and might,
the Spirit of knowledge and of the fear of the LORD .

33 He shall delight in the fear of the LORD ,
and he shall not judge by what his eyes see,
nor reprove by what his ears hear;

44 but with righteousness he shall judge the poor,
and reprove with fairness for the meek of the earth.

He shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth,
and with the breath of his lips he shall slay the

wicked.
55 Righteousness shall be the belt of his loins,
and faithfulness the belt about his waist.

66 The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb,
and the leopard shall lie down with the young goat,

and the calf and the young lion and the fatling to-
gether;

and a little child shall lead them.
77 The cow and the bear shall graze;
their young ones shall lie down together;
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.

88 The nursing child shall play by the hole of the asp,
and the weaned child shall put his hand in the

viper’s den.
99 They shall not hurt or destroy
in all My holy mountain,

for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the
LORD ,

as the waters cover the sea.
1010 In that day there shall be a Root of Jesse, who shall

stand as a banner to the peoples. For him shall the na-
tions seek. And his rest shall be glorious. 1111 In that day
the Lord shall set His hand again the second time to
recover the remnant of His people, who shall be left,
from Assyria, from Egypt, from Pathros, from Cush,
from Elam, from Shinar, from Hamath, and from the
islands of the sea.

1212 He shall set up a banner for the nations,
and shall assemble the outcasts of Israel,

and gather together the dispersed of Judah
from the four corners of the earth.

1313 The envy also of Ephraim shall depart,
and the adversaries of Judah shall be cut off;

Ephraim shall not envy Judah,
and Judah shall not harass Ephraim.

1414 But they shall swoop down on the slopes of the
Philistines towards the west;

they shall plunder the sons of the east together;
they shall lay their hand on Edom and Moab,
and the children of Ammon shall obey them.

1515 The LORD shall utterly destroy
the tongue of the Egyptian sea,

and with His mighty wind He shall shake His hand
over the River, ††

and shall strike it into seven streams,
and make men walk over dry-shod.

1616 There shall be a highway for the remnant of His
people,

who will be left from Assyria,
as it was for Israel
when he came up from the land of Egypt.

Hymns of PrHymns of Praiseaise

And in that day you shall say:
O LORD , I will praise You;

though You were angry with me,
Your anger has turned away,
and You comforted me.

22 Certainly God is my salvation;
I will trust and not be afraid;

for the LORD GOD is my strength and my song;
He also has become my salvation.

33 Therefore with joy you shall draw water
out of the wells of salvation.

44 In that day you shall say:
Praise the LORD , call upon His name,
declare His deeds among the peoples,
make them remember that His name is exalted.

55 Sing to the LORD , for He has done excellent things;
let this be known in all the earth.

66 Cry out and shout for joy, O inhabitant of Zion.
For great is the Holy One of Israel in your midst.

A PrA Prophecy Against Babophecy Against Babylonylon

The burden of Babylon, which Isaiah the son of
Amoz saw.

22 Lift up a banner on the high mountain,
exalt the voice to them,

shake the hand,
that they may go into the gates of the nobles.

33 I have commanded My sanctified ones,
I have also called My mighty ones for My anger,
even those who rejoice in My exaltation.

44 The noise of a multitude in the mountains,
like as of a great people!

A tumultuous noise of the kingdoms
of nations gathered together!

The LORD of Hosts musters
the army for battle.

55 They come from a far country,
from the end of heaven,
† Euphrates River.
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the LORD and the weapons of His indignation,
to destroy the whole land.

66 Wail, for the day of the LORD is at hand!
It shall come as destruction from the Almighty.

77 Therefore all hands shall be faint,
and every man’s heart shall melt,

88 and they shall be afraid.
Pangs and sorrows shall take hold of them;
they shall be in pain as a woman who travails;

they shall be amazed one at another;
their faces shall be as flames.

99 See, the day of the LORD comes,
cruel, both with wrath and fierce anger,

to lay the land desolate,
and He shall destroy its sinners out of it.

1010 For the stars of heaven and their constellations
shall not give their light;

the sun shall be dark when it rises,
and the moon shall not cause her light to shine.

1111 I will punish the world for its evil,
and the wicked for their iniquity;

and I will cause the arrogance of the proud to cease,
and will lay low the haughtiness of the ruthless.

1212 I will make a man more rare than fine gold,
and mankind than the golden wedge of Ophir.

1313 Therefore, I will shake the heavens,
and the earth shall be shaken out of her place

at the wrath of the LORD of Hosts
and in the day of His fierce anger.

1414 It shall be as the chased roe,
and as a sheep that no man takes up;

every man shall turn to his own people
and flee every one into his own land.

1515 Every one who is found shall be thrust through,
and every one who is joined to them shall fall by the

sword.
1616 Their children also shall be dashed to pieces before

their eyes;
their houses shall be devastated and their wives rav-

ished.
1717 See, I will stir up the Medes against them,
who shall not regard silver;
and as for gold, they shall not delight in it.

1818 Their bows also shall dash the young men to
pieces,

and they shall have no pity on the fruit of the womb;
their eye shall not spare children.

1919 Babylon, the glory of kingdoms,
the beauty of the Chaldean’s excellency,

shall be as when God overthrew
Sodom and Gomorrah.

2020 It shall never be inhabited,
nor shall it be lived in from generation to genera-

tion,
nor shall the Arabian pitch a tent there,
nor shall the shepherds make their fold there.

2121 But wild beasts of the desert shall lie down there,
and their houses shall be full of owls,

ostriches also shall dwell there,
and shaggy goats shall dance there.

2222 The wild beasts of the islands shall cry in their des-
olate houses

and jackals in their pleasant palaces.
And her time is near to come,
and her days shall not be prolonged.

The RestorThe Restoration of Judahation of Judah

For the LORD will have mercy on Jacob,
and will yet choose Israel,

and set them in their own land.
Then the strangers shall be joined with them,
and they shall cleave to the house of Jacob.

22 The people shall take them
and bring them to their place,

and the house of Israel shall possess them
in the land of the LORD for servants and handmaids;

and they shall take them captive, whose captives they
were,

and they shall rule over their oppressors.

The Fall of BabThe Fall of Babylonylon’’s Kings King
33 In the day the LORD gives you rest from your sor-

row, and from your fear, and from the hard bondage
in which you were made to serve, 44 you shall take up
this proverb against the king of Babylon, and say:
How has the oppressor ceased!
The golden city ceased!

55 The LORD has broken the staff of the wicked,
and the scepter of the rulers;

66 he who struck the people in wrath with unceasing
strokes,

he who ruled the nations in anger, is persecuted,
and no one hinders.

77 The whole earth is at rest and is quiet;
they break forth into singing.

88 Indeed, the fir trees rejoice at you,
and the cedars of Lebanon, saying,

“Since you are laid down,
no tree cutter has come up against us.”

99 Hell from beneath is moved for you
to meet you at your coming;

it stirs up the dead for you,
even all the chief ones of the earth;

it has raised up from their thrones
all the kings of the nations.

1010 They all shall speak
and say to you:

“Have you also become as weak as we have?
Have you become like us?”

1111 Your pomp is brought down to Hell,
and the noise of your harps;

maggots are spread under you,
and the worms cover you.

1212 How are you fallen from heaven,
O Lucifer, son of the morning!
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How you are cut down to the ground,
you who weaken the nations!

1313 For you have said in your heart,
“I will ascend into heaven,

I will exalt my throne
above the stars of God;

I will sit also on the mount of the congregation,
in the recesses of the north;

1414 I will ascend above the heights of the clouds,
I will be like the Most High.”

1515 Yet you shall be brought down to Hell,
to the sides of the pit.

1616 Those who see you shall stare at you
and ponder over you:

“Is this the man who made the earth
to tremble and shook kingdoms,

1717 who made the world as a wilderness
and destroyed its cities,
who did not open the house of his prisoners?”

1818 All the kings of the nations, even all of them, lie in
glory,

each one in his own tomb;
1919 but you are cast out of your grave
like an abominable branch

and clothed with those who are slain,
thrust through with a sword,
who go down to the stones of the pit

as a corpse trodden underfoot.
2020 You shall not be joined with them in burial

because you have destroyed your land
and slain your people.

The seed of evildoers
shall never be renowned.

2121 Prepare a place of slaughter for his children
for the iniquity of their fathers;

they must not rise nor possess the land,
nor fill the face of the world with cities.

2222 For I will rise up against them,
says the LORD of Hosts,

and cut off from Babylon the name, and remnant,
and son, and nephew,
says the LORD .

2323 I will also make it a possession for the hedgehog
and pools of water,

and I will sweep it with the broom of destruction,
says the LORD of Hosts.

An OrAn Oracle Concerning Assyriaacle Concerning Assyria
2424 The LORD of Hosts has sworn, saying:

Surely as I have thought, so shall it come to pass,
and as I have purposed, so shall it stand:

2525 that I will break the Assyrian in My land,
and on My mountains tread him under foot.

Then shall his yoke depart from off them
and his burden depart from off their shoulders.

2626 This is the purpose that is purposed on the whole
earth,

and this is the hand that is stretched out on all the
nations.

2727 For the LORD of Hosts has purposed, and who shall
disannul it?

And His hand is stretched out, and who shall turn it
back?

An OrAn Oracle Concerning Philistiaacle Concerning Philistia
2828 In the year that King Ahaz died was this oracle:

2929 Rejoice not, O Philistia, all of you,
because the rod that struck you is broken;

for out of the serpent’s root shall come forth a viper,
and his fruit shall be a fiery flying serpent.

3030 The firstborn of the poor shall feed,
and the needy shall lie down in safety:

and I will kill your root with famine,
and he shall slay your remnant.

3131 Wail, O gate. Cry, O city.
Melt away, O Philistia, all of you;

for smoke shall come from the north,
and there is no straggler in his ranks.

3232 What shall one then answer
the messengers of the nation?

That the LORD has founded Zion,
and the poor of His people shall trust in it.

A PrA Prophecy Against Moabophecy Against Moab
Jer 48:29–36

The oracle of Moab.
Surely in the night Ar of Moab is laid waste

and brought to silence,
surely in the night Kir of Moab is laid waste
and brought to silence,

22 he has gone up to the temple and to Dibon,
the high places, to weep.
Moab shall wail over Nebo and over Medeba;

on all their heads shall be baldness,
and every beard cut off.

33 In their streets they shall clothe themselves with
sackcloth;

on the tops of their houses and in their streets,
everyone shall wail,
weeping abundantly.

44 Heshbon shall cry, and Elealeh;
their voice shall be heard even to Jahaz;

therefore the armed soldiers of Moab shall cry out;
his life shall be grievous to him.

55 My heart shall cry out for Moab;
his fugitives shall flee to Zoar,
like a three-year-old heifer.

For by the Ascent of Luhith
they shall go up with weeping;

for in the way of Horonaim
they shall raise up a cry of destruction,

66 for the waters of Nimrim shall be desolate;
surely the grass is withered away;

the grass fails,
there is no green thing.
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77 Therefore the abundance they have gained, and
that which they have laid up,

they shall carry away to the Brook of the Willows.
88 For the cry has gone all around the borders of

Moab;
its wailing to Eglaim,
and its wailing to Beer Elim.

99 For the waters of Dimon shall be full of blood;
for I will bring more woes on Dimon,

lions on the fugitives of Moab,
and on the remnant of the land.

Send the lamb
to the ruler of the land

from Sela by way of the wilderness,
to the mount of the daughter of Zion.

22 For it shall be that as a wandering bird
cast out of the nest,

so the daughters of Moab shall be
at the fords of Arnon.

33 “Take counsel,
execute justice,

make your shadow as the night
at the height of noon.

Hide the outcasts,
do not betray the fugitive.

44 Let my outcasts dwell with you, Moab;
be a hiding place to them from the face of the de-

stroyer.”
For the extortioner has come to an end;
the destroyer ceases;
the oppressors are consumedconsumed out of the land.

55 In mercy the throne shall be established;
and one who judges and seeks justice
and is diligent in righteousness

shall sit on it in truth
in the tabernacle of David, judging.

66 We have heard of the pride of Moab;
he is very proud,

even of his haughtiness and his pride and his wrath;
but his lies shall not be so.

77 Therefore Moab shall wail for Moab;
everyone shall wail.

For the loss of raisin cakes of Kir Hareseth you shall
mourn;

surely they are destroyed.
88 For the fields of Heshbon languish,
and the vine of Sibmah;

the lords of the nations
have broken down its choice plants;

they have come as far as Jazer
and wandered through the wilderness.

Her branches are stretched out;
they are passed over the sea.

99 Therefore I will weep bitterly for Jazer,
the vine of Sibmah;

I will water you with my tears,
O Heshbon and Elealeh.

For the shouting for your summer fruits

and for your harvest has fallen away.
1010 Gladness and joy are taken away out of the plenti-

ful field,
and in the vineyards there shall be no singing,
nor shall there be shouting;

the treaders shall tread out no wine in their presses.
I have made their vintage shouting to cease.

1111 Therefore my heart shall sound like a harp for
Moab,

and my inward parts for Kir Hareseth.
1212 When it is seen that Moab
is weary on the high place,

he shall come to his sanctuary to pray;
but he shall not prevail.

1313 This is the word that the LORD has spoken earlier
concerning Moab. 1414 But now the LORD has spoken,
saying, Within three years, as the years of a hireling,
the glory of Moab shall be brought into contempt with
all his great population, and his remnant shall be very
small and feeble.

An OrAn Oracle Concerning Damascusacle Concerning Damascus

The oracle of Damascus.
See, Damascus will cease from being a city;

it shall be a ruinous heap.
22 The cities of Aroer are forsaken;
they shall be for flocks, which shall lie down,
and no one shall make them afraid.

33 The fortress also shall cease from Ephraim,
and the kingdom from Damascus,

and the remnant of Aram;
they shall be as the glory of the sons of Israel,
says the LORD of Hosts.

44 In that day the glory of Jacob shall decrease,
and the fatness of his flesh shall grow lean.

55 It shall be as when the harvestman gathers the corn
and reaps the ears with his arm,

and it shall be as he who gathers ears
in the Valley of Rephaim.

66 Yet gleaning grapes shall be left in it,
as the shaking of an olive tree,

two or three berries in the top of the uppermost
bough,

four or five in its outmost fruitful branches,
says the LORD God of Israel.

77 On that day a man shall look to his Maker,
and his eyes shall have respect for the Holy One of

Israel.
88 He shall not look to the altars,
the work of his hands,

nor shall he respect what his fingers have made,
either the groves or the images.

99 In that day his strong cities shall be as a forsaken
bough and an uppermost branch, which they left be-
cause of the sons of Israel; and there shall be a desola-
tion.

1010 Because you have forgotten the God of your salva-
tion
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and have not been mindful of the rock of your
strength,
therefore you plant pleasant plants
and set them with vine slips of a strange god;

1111 in the day that you plant it, you carefully fence it in,
and in the morning you make your seed to flourish;

but the harvest shall be a heap of ruins
in the day of grief and desperate pain.

1212 Woe to the multitude of many people
who make a noise like the noise of the seas,

and the rushing of many peoples
who make a rumble like the rumbling of mighty wa-

ters!
1313 The nations rumble like the rumbling of many wa-

ters;
but God shall rebuke them, and they shall flee far

off,
and shall be chased as the chaff of the mountains be-

fore the wind,
and like rolling dust before the whirlwind.

1414 At evening time, sudden terror!
And before the morning, they are no more.

This is the portion of those who plunder us,
and the lot of those who rob us.

An OrAn Oracle Concerning Ethiopiaacle Concerning Ethiopia

Woe to the land vibrating with wings,
which is beyond the rivers of Ethiopia,

22 which sends ambassadors by the sea,
even in vessels of reeds on the waters, saying,

“Go, swift messengers,
to a nation tall and smooth,
to a people feared far and wide,

a nation strong and oppressive,
whose land the rivers have divided.”

33 All you inhabitants of the world,
and dwellers on the earth:

When he lifts up a banner on the mountains,
you will see it;

and when he blows a trumpet,
you will hear it.

44 For so the LORD said to me:
I will look from My dwelling place quietly,

like dazzling heat in the sunshine,
like a cloud of dew in the heat of harvest.

55 For before the harvest, when the bud is perfect
and the sour grape is ripening in the flower,

then He shall both cut off the sprigs with pruning
hooks

and take away and cut down the branches.
66 They shall be left together for the fowl of the moun-

tains
and for the beasts of the earth;

and the fowl shall spend the summer feedingfeeding on
them,

and all the beasts of the earth shall spend the win-
ter on them.

77 In that time a present shall be brought to the LORD
of Hosts
from a people tall and smooth,
and from a people feared far and wide,

a nation strong and oppressive,
whose land the rivers have divided,

to the place of the name of the LORD of Hosts, even
Mount Zion.

An OrAn Oracle Concerning Egyptacle Concerning Egypt

The oracle of Egypt.
See, the LORD is riding on a swift cloud

and shall come into Egypt;
and the idols of Egypt shall tremble at His presence,
and the heart of Egypt shall melt in its midst.

22 I will set the Egyptians against the Egyptians,
and they shall fight every one against his brother,
and every one against his neighbor,
city against city,
and kingdom against kingdom.

33 The spirit of Egypt shall be discouraged in their
midst,

and I will destroy their counsel;
then they shall seek for the idols and for the charm-

ers
and for the mediums and the sorcerers.

44 The Egyptians I will give over
into the hand of a cruel lord,

and a fierce king shall rule over them,
says the Lord, the LORD of Hosts.

55 The waters from the sea shall dry up,
and the river shall be parched and dry.

66 The canals shall emit a stench;
the streams of Egypt shall diminish and dry up;

the reeds and rushes shall wither.
77 The papyrus reeds by the brooks,
by the mouth of the brooks,

and everything sown by the brooks,
shall wither, be driven away, and be no more.

88 The fishermen also shall mourn,
and all those who cast a line into the brooks shall

lament,
and those who spread nets on the waters
shall languish.

99 Moreover those who work with fine flax
and those who weave white cloth shall be humiliat-

ed;
1010 and the pillars of Egyptof Egypt shall be crushed.
All the hired workers shall be grieved in soul.

1111 Surely the princes of Zoan are fools;
the counsel of the wise counselors of Pharaoh has

become stupid.
How can you say to Pharaoh,
“I am a son of the wise,
a son of ancient kings?”

1212 Where are they? Where are your wise men?
Let them tell you now, and let them understand

what the LORD of Hosts
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has purposed against Egypt.
1313 The princes of Zoan have become fools;
the princes of Memphis are deceived;

they have also seduced Egypt,
even those who are the cornerstone of her tribes.

1414 The LORD has mingled
a perverse spirit in her;

so they have caused Egypt to err in her every work,
as a drunken man staggers in his vomit.

1515 Nor shall there be any work for Egypt,
which its head or tail, its branch or bulrush, may do.

1616 In that day Egypt shall become like women. And it
shall be afraid and be in dread because of the shaking
of the hand of the LORD of Hosts which He is about to
shake over it. 1717 The land of Judah shall become a ter-
ror to Egypt. Everyone to whom it is mentioned shall
be in dread of it, because of the counsel of the LORD
of Hosts which He has determined against it.

1818 In that day five cities in the land of Egypt shall
speak the language of Canaan and swear to the LORD
of Hosts. One shall be called the City of Destruction.

1919 In that day there shall be an altar to the LORD in
the midst of the land of Egypt, and a pillar to the LORD
at its border. 2020 It shall be for a sign and for a witness
to the LORD of Hosts in the land of Egypt. For they
shall cry to the LORD because of the oppressors, and
He shall send them a Savior and a Champion. And He
shall deliver them. 2121 The LORD shall be known to
Egypt, and the Egyptians shall know the LORD in that
day, and shall worship with sacrifice and offering, they
shall make a vow to the LORD and perform it. 2222 The
LORD shall strike Egypt. He shall strike and heal it.
Then they shall return to the LORD , and He shall be
entreated by them and shall heal them.

2323 In that day there shall be a highway out of Egypt to
Assyria, and the Assyrian shall come into Egypt, and
the Egyptian into Assyria, and the Egyptians shall wor-
ship with the Assyrians. 2424 In that day Israel shall be
the third group with Egypt and Assyria, even a bless-
ing in the midst of the earth, 2525 whom the LORD of
Hosts has blessed, saying, “Blessed is Egypt My peo-
ple, and Assyria the work of My hands, and Israel My
inheritance.”

A PrA Prophecy Against Egypt and Ethiopiaophecy Against Egypt and Ethiopia

In the year that the Tartan †† came to Ashdod,
when Sargon the king of Assyria sent him, and

he fought against Ashdod and took it, 22 at the same
time the LORD spoke by Isaiah the son of Amoz say-
ing, “Go and loosen the sackcloth from your waist and
take off your shoes from your feet.” And he did so,
walking naked and barefoot.

33 The LORD said, “Even as My servant Isaiah has
walked naked and barefoot three years for a sign and
wonder against Egypt and Ethiopia, 44 so the king of As-
syria shall lead away the Egyptians as prisoners and
the Ethiopians as captives, young and old, naked and

† Possibly a Commander-in-Chief.

barefoot, even with their buttocks uncovered, to the
shame of Egypt. 55 Then they shall be dismayed and
ashamed of Ethiopia their hope and Egypt their boast.
66 So the inhabitants of this coastland shall say in that
day, ‘Certainly such is our hope, where we flee for help
to be delivered from the king of Assyria! And how shall
we escape?’”

A PrA Prophecy Against Babophecy Against Babylonylon

The oracle of the desert of the sea.
As whirlwinds in the Negev pass through,

so it comes from the desert,
from a terrible land.

22 A grievous vision is declared to me;
the treacherous one still deals treacherously, and

the destroyer still destroys.
Go up, O Elam. Lay siege, O Media.
All her sighing I have made to cease.

33 Therefore, my loins are filled with pain;
pangs have taken hold of me as the pangs of a

woman who travails.
I am so perplexed at the hearing of it;
I am so dismayed at the seeing of it.

44 My heart panted,
fearfulness overwhelmed me;

the night for which I longed
has turned into trembling for me.

55 Prepare the table,
watch in the watchtower,
eat and drink.

Arise, you princes,
and oil the shields.

66 For thus the Lord has said to me:
“Go, station a watchman;
let him declare what he sees.

77 When he sees chariots
with horsemen in pairs,

a chariot of donkeys,
and a chariot of camels,

then let him pay close attention,
very close attention.”

88 Then the watchman called:
“O Lord, I stand continually on the watchtower in the

daytime,
and I am stationed at my guard post every night.

99 Look, here comes a chariot of men,
horsemen in pairs.”

And he answered and said,
“Fallen, fallen is Babylon.

And all the graven images of her gods
lie shattered on the ground.”

1010 O my threshed people and my afflicted of the
threshing floor!

What I have heard from the LORD of Hosts,
the God of Israel,
I have declared to you.
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A PrA Prophecy Against Edomophecy Against Edom
1111 The oracle of Dumah.

He calls to me out of Seir,
“Watchman, how far gone is the night?
Watchman, how far gone is the night?”

1212 The watchman says,
“The morning comes and also the night.

If you would inquire, inquire;
return again.”

A PrA Prophecy Against Arophecy Against Arabiaabia
1313 The oracle about Arabia.

In the forest of Arabia you shall lodge,
O traveling companies of Dedanites.
1414 Bring water for the thirsty,

O inhabitants of the land of Tema;
meet the fugitive with bread.

1515 For they fled from the swords,
from the drawn sword,

and from the bent bow,
and from the grievousness of war.

1616 For thus the Lord has said to me: Within a year, ac-
cording to the years of a hireling, all the glory of Kedar
shall fail. 1717 And the remainder of the number of
archers, the mighty men of the children of Kedar, shall
be diminished, for the LORD God of Israel has spoken
it.

An OrAn Oracle Concerning Jerusalemacle Concerning Jerusalem

The oracle of the Valley of Vision.
What ails you now,

that you all have gone up to the housetops,
22 you who were full of noise,
a tumultuous city, a joyous city?

Your slain are not slain with the sword,
nor did they die in battle.

33 All your rulers have fled together;
they are captured by the archers.

All of you who were found were taken captive togeth-
er,

although they had fled from afar.
44 Therefore, I say, “Look away from me,
I will weep bitterly;

do not try to comfort me
because of the destruction of the daughter of my

people.”
55 For it is a day of trouble and of treading down and

of perplexity
by the Lord GOD of Hosts
in the Valley of Vision,

a breaking down of the walls
and a crying to the mountains.

66 Elam took up the quiver
with chariots of men and horsemen,
and Kir uncovered the shield.

77 Your choicest valleys shall be full of chariots,

and the horsemen shall set themselves in array at
the gate.

88 And He shall remove the protection of Judah.
You shall depend in that day
on the weapons of the house of the forest;

99 you have seen also that the breaches
of the City of David are many;

and you gathered together the waters
of the lower pool.

1010 You have numbered the houses of Jerusalem,
and the houses you have broken down to fortify the

wall.
1111 You also made a reservoir between the two walls
for the water of the old pool.

But you have not looked to its Maker,
nor did you respect Him who fashioned it long ago.

1212 In that day the Lord GOD of Hosts
called you to weeping and mourning,
and to tear your hair and wear sackcloth.

1313 Yet, there is joy and gladness,
slaying of oxen and killing of sheep,
eating of meat and drinking wine:

“Let us eat and drink,
for tomorrow we may die.”

1414 It was revealed in my hearing by the LORD of
Hosts: Surely this iniquity shall not be forgiven you un-
til you die, says the Lord GOD of Hosts.

1515 Thus says the Lord GOD of Hosts:
Come, go to this treasurer,
even to Shebna, who is over the royal household,

and say:
1616 What right do you have here? And whom do you

have here
that you have dug out for yourself a tomb here,

as he who hews out for himself a tomb on high,
and who cuts a habitation for himself in a rock?

1717 Indeed, the LORD is about to hurl you headlong, O
man;

He is about to seize you firmly.
1818 He will surely violently turn
and toss you like a ball into a large country;

there you shall die,
and there the chariots of your glory shall be
the shame of your lord’s house.

1919 I will drive you from your office
and pull you down from your station.

2020 In that day I will call My servant Eliakim the son of
Hilkiah. 2121 And I will clothe him with your robe and tie
him securely with your sash. And I will entrust him
with your authority, and he shall be a father to the in-
habitants of Jerusalem and to the house of Judah.
2222 The key of the house of David I will lay on his shoul-
der. Then he shall open, and no one shall shut. And he
shall shut, and no one shall open. 2323 I will fasten him as
a nail in a firm place, and he shall become a glorious
throne to his father’s house. 2424 They shall hang on him
all the glory of his father’s house, the offspring and
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the issue, all vessels of small quantity, from the bowls
to all the jars.

2525 In that day, says the LORD of Hosts, the nail that is
fastened in the firm place shall be removed, and be
cut down and fall. And the load that was on it shall be
cut off, for the LORD has spoken it.

An OrAn Oracle Concerning Tacle Concerning Tyryree

The oracle of Tyre.
Wail, O ships of Tarshish,

for Tyre is laid waste
so that there is no house or harbor;

from the land of Cyprus
it is reported to them.

22 Be still, you inhabitants of the coastland,
you merchants of Sidon;
your messengers passed over the sea,

33 and were on many waters;
the grain of the Nile,

the harvest of the River †† was her revenue;
and she was the market of nations.

44 Be ashamed, O Sidon; for the sea has spoken,
even the stronghold of the sea, saying,

“I have not travailed nor brought forth children;
neither have I brought up young men nor raised vir-

gins.”
55 When the report rreacheseaches Egypt,
they shall be sorely pained at the report of Tyre.

66 Pass over to Tarshish;
wail, O inhabitants of the coastland.

77 Is this your joyous city,
whose origin is from ancient days,

whose feet used to carry her
to sojourn in distant locations?

88 Who has planned this against Tyre,
the crowning city,

whose merchants are princes,
whose traffickers are the honorable of the earth?

99 The LORD of Hosts has purposed it,
to stain the pride of all glory
and to bring into contempt all the honorable of the

earth.
1010 Pass through your land as the Nile,
O daughter of Tarshish;
there is no more restraint

1111 He stretched out His hand over the sea,
He shook the kingdoms;

the LORD has given a command against the mer-
chant city,

to destroy its strongholds.
1212 He said: You shall rejoice no more,
O oppressed virgin daughter of Sidon.

Arise, pass over to Cyprus;
there also you shall have no rest.

1313 Look at the land of the Chaldeans;
this was a people who was not;

Assyria founded it
† Nile River.

for those who dwell in the wilderness.
They set up their siege towers,
they stripped its palaces,
and brought it to ruin.

1414 Wail, O ships of Tarshish,
for your stronghold is laid waste.

1515 In that day Tyre shall be forgotten for seventy
years, according to the days of one king. After the end
of seventy years Tyre shall sing as a harlot:

1616 Take your harp, go about the city,
O forgotten harlot;

make sweet melody, sing many songs,
that you may be remembered.

1717 At the end of seventy years, the LORD will punish
Tyre. Then she shall turn to her harlot’s wages and
shall commit fornication with all the kingdoms on the
face of the earth. 1818 Her merchandise and her harlot’s
wages shall be set apart to the LORD . It shall not be
treasured nor stored up, for her merchandise shall be
for those who dwell before the LORD , to eat suffi-
ciently, and for choice clothing.

Judgment on the EarthJudgment on the Earth

Now the LORD makes the earth empty,
and makes it waste,

and turns it upside down,
and scatters its inhabitants abroad.

22 It shall be:
as with the people, so with the priest;
as with the servant, so with his master;
as with the maid, so with her mistress;
as with the buyer, so with the seller;
as with the lender, so with the borrower;
as with the creditor, so with the debtor.

33 The land shall be utterly emptied,
and utterly despoiled,
for the LORD has spoken this word.

44 The earth mourns and fades away,
the world languishes and fades away,
the haughty people of the earth languish.

55 The earth also is defiled by its inhabitants
because they have transgressed the laws,

violated the ordinances,
broken the everlasting covenant.

66 Therefore, the curse devours the earth,
and those who dwell in it are held guilty.

Therefore, the inhabitants of the earth are burned,
and few men are left.

77 The new wine fails, the vine languishes,
all the merry-hearted sigh.

88 The joy of tambourines ceases,
the noise of those who rejoice ends,
the joy of the harp ceases.

99 They shall not drink wine with song;
strong drink shall be bitter to those who drink it.

1010 The city of confusion is broken down;
every house is shut up so that no one may come in.

1111 There is an outcry for wine in the streets,
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all joy is turned to gloom,
the joyfulness of the earth is gone.

1212 Desolation is left in the city,
and the gate is battered to destruction.

1313 For thus it shall be in the midst of the earth
among the peoples,

as the shaking of an olive tree,
and as the gleaning of grapes when the vintage is

done.
1414 They lift up their voices; they sing for the majesty of

the LORD ;
they cry aloud from the west.

1515 Therefore glorify the LORD in the east,
even the name of the LORD God of Israel
in the coastlands of the sea.

1616 From the uttermost part of the earth we hear
songs,

that is, “Glory to the Righteous One.”
But I say, Woe to me! Woe to me!
Alas for me!

The treacherous deal treacherously;
indeed, the treacherous deal very treacherously.

1717 Terror and the pit and the snare are upon you,
O inhabitant of the earth.

1818 He who flees from the report of disaster
shall fall into the pit,

and he who comes up out of the midst of the pit
shall be taken in the snare.

For the windows from on high are open,
and the foundations of the earth shake.

1919 The earth is utterly broken down,
the earth is split through,
the earth is shaken violently.

2020 The earth reels to and fro like a drunkard,
and it totters like a shack,

and its transgression is heavy upon it,
and it shall fall, never to rise again.

2121 In that day the LORD shall punish
the host of heaven on high
and the kings of the earth on the earth.

2222 They shall be gathered together,
as prisoners are gathered in the dungeon,

and shall be shut up in the prison,
and after many days they shall be punished.

2323 Then the moon shall be humiliated and the sun
ashamed,

when the LORD of Hosts reigns
in Mount Zion and in Jerusalem,
and His glory shall be before His elders.

PrPraise to theaise to the LLORDORD

O LORD , You are my God.
I will exalt You, I will praise Your name,

for You have done wonderful things;
Your plans formed of old
are faithfulness and truth.

22 For You have made a city into a heap,
a fortified city into a ruin;

a palace of strangers is a city no longer;
it shall never be built.

33 Therefore a strong people shall glorify You;
cities of ruthless nations shall fear You.

44 For You have been a defense to the poor,
a defense to the needy in his distress,

a refuge from the storm,
a shadow from the heat;

for the breath of the ruthless ones
is as a storm against the wall.
55 You bring down the noise of strangers,

as heat in drought;
as the heat by the shadow of a cloud,
the song of the ruthless ones shall be brought low.

66 In this mountain the LORD of Hosts shall prepare
for all people a lavish feast,

a feast of aged wines,
choice pieces full of marrow, and refined, aged

wines.
77 He will destroy in this mountain
the covering which is over all peoples,

even the veil that is spread over all nations.
88 He will swallow up death for all time,

and the Lord GOD will wipe away tears
from all faces;

and the reproach of His people He shall take away
from all the earth,
for the LORD has spoken it.

99 It shall be said in that day:
Look, this is our God
for whom we have waited that He might save us.

This is the LORD for whom we have waited;
we will be glad and rejoice in His salvation.

1010 For in this mountain the hand of the LORD shall
rest,

and Moab shall be trodden down in his place
as straw is trodden down in the water for the ma-

nure pile.
1111 He shall spread out his hands in the midst of it,
as a swimmer spreads out his handshis hands to swim,

yet thethe LLORDORD shall bring down his pride
together with the trickery of his hands.

1212 The unassailable fortresses of your walls
He shall bring down, lay low,

and bring to the ground,
even to the dust.

A Song of VictoryA Song of Victory

In that day this song shall be sung in the land
of Judah:

We have a strong city;
He appoints walls
and bulwarks for security.

22 Open the gates,
that the righteous nation may enter,
the one who remains faithful.

33 You will keep him in perfect peace,
whose mind is stayed on You,
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because he trusts in You.
44 Trust in the LORD forever,
for in GOD the LORD we have an everlasting rock.

55 For He brings down those who dwell on high,
the lofty city; He lays it low; He lays it low,

even to the ground;
He brings it even to the dust.

66 The foot shall tread it down,
even the feet of the poor
and the steps of the needy.

77 The way of the righteous is smooth;
O Upright One, make the path of the righteous level.

88 In the way of Your judgments, O LORD ,
we have waited for You eagerly;

the desire of our souls is Your name,
even Your memory.

99 With my soul I have desired You in the night;
my spirit within me seeks You diligently;

for when Your judgments are in the earth,
the inhabitants of the world learn righteousness.

1010 Though favor is shown to the wicked,
yet he will not learn righteousness;

in the land of uprightness he deals unjustly
and does not perceive the majesty of the LORD .

1111 LORD , Your hand is lifted up,
but they do not see it.

They see Your zeal for the people and are put to
shame;

the fire of Your enemies shall devour them.
1212 LORD , You will ordain peace for us,
for You also have done all our works for us.

1313 O LORD our God, other lords besides You have had
dominion over us,

but through You alone we confess Your name.
1414 The dead shall not live;
the departed spirits shall not rise.

Therefore, You have punished and destroyed them
and made all remembrance of them to perish.

1515 You have increased the nation, O LORD ,
You have increased the nation;

You are glorified;
You have extended all the borders of the land.

1616 LORD , in trouble they have sought You;
they poured out a prayer
when Your chastening was on them.

1717 Like a woman with child, who is in pain and cries
out in her pangs

when she draws near the time of her delivery,
so have we been in Your sight, O LORD .

1818 We have been with child, we have been in pain,
we have, as it were, brought forth wind;

we have not accomplished any deliverance in the
earth,

nor were the inhabitants of the world born.
1919 Your dead shall live,
their corpses shall arise.

Awake and sing,
you who dwell in dust,

for your dew is as the dew of the dawn,
and the earth shall give birth to the departed spirits.

2020 Come, my people, enter your chambers,
and shut your doors behind you;

hide for a little while
until the indignation is over.

2121 For the LORD comes out of His place
to punish the inhabitants of the earth for their iniq-

uity;
the earth also shall disclose her bloodshed
and shall cover her slain no more.

The DeliverThe Deliverance of Isrance of Israelael

In that day
the LORD with His fierce and great

and strong sword shall punish
Leviathan the fleeing serpent,
even Leviathan the twisted serpent;

and He shall slay the dragon that is in the sea.
22 In that day:

Sing of it! A vineyard of red wine.
33 I, the LORD , am its keeper;
I water it every moment;
lest anyone damage it,
I protect it night and day.
44 I have no fury.

Should someone give Me briers and thorns in battle,
then I would step on them,
I would burn them fully.

55 Or let him rely on My strength;
let him make peace with Me;
let him make peace with Me.

66 In the days to come Jacob shall take root;
Israel shall blossom and bud
and shall fill the whole world with fruit.

77 Has He struck them,
as He struck those who struck them?

Or like the slaughter of His slain,
have they been slain?

88 You fought with them by banishing them, by driving
them away.

He has expelled them
on the day of the east wind with His fierce wind.

99 Through this, therefore, the iniquity of Jacob shall
be forgiven,

and this will be the full price of the removal of his
sin:
when he makes all the stones of the altar
as chalkstones that are pulverized,

when the groves and incense altars
shall not stand.

1010 For the fortified city shall be desolate,
a homestead forlorn and forsaken like a wilderness;

there the calf shall graze,
and there it shall lie down
and eat its branches.

1111 When its boughs are withered, they are broken off;
the women come and make a fire with them,
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for they are not a people of understanding;
therefore, their Maker will not have mercy on them,
and their Creator will show them no grace.

1212 In that day the LORD shall thresh from the channel
of the River †† to the stream of Egypt, and you shall be
gathered one by one, O sons of Israel. 1313 And in that
day the great trumpet shall be blown, and those who
were ready to perish in the land of Assyria and the
outcasts in the land of Egypt shall worship the LORD in
the holy mount at Jerusalem.

WWoe to the Leaders of Ephroe to the Leaders of Ephraim and Judahaim and Judah

Woe to the proud crown of the drunkards of
Ephraim,

whose glorious beauty is a fading flower
which is at the head of the fertile valley
of those who are overcome with wine!

22 See, the LORD has a mighty and strong one,
as a tempest of hail and a destroying storm,

as a flood of mighty overflowing waters,
He has cast it down to the earth with His hand.

33 The proud crown of the drunkards of Ephraim
is trodden under foot;

44 and the fading flower of its glorious beauty,
which is at the head of the fertile valley,

shall be like a first-ripe fig before the summer,
which when one sees, while it is yet in his hand,
he eats it up.

55 In that day the LORD of Hosts
shall become a crown of glory

and a diadem of beauty
to the remnant of His people,

66 a spirit of justice
for him who sits in judgment,

and strength
to those who turn away the battle at the gate.

77 But they also have erred through wine
and stagger from strong drink;

the priest and the prophet have erred through strong
drink,

they are confused by wine,
they stagger from strong drink;
they err while having visions,
they stumble when rwhen renderingendering judgment.

88 For all the tables are full of vomit
and filthiness so that there is no cleanclean place.

99 “To whom shall He teach knowledge,
and to whom shall He interpret the message?

Those just weaned from the milk
and drawn from the breasts?

1010 For He says,
‘Precept upon precept, precept upon precept,
line upon line, line upon line,
here a little, there a little.’”

1111 For with stammering lips and foreign tongue
He will speak to this people,

1212 He who said to them,
† Euphrates River.

“This is the rest. Give rest to the weary,”
and, “This is repose,”
yet they would not listen.

1313 So the word of the LORD will be to them,
“Precept upon precept, precept upon precept,
line upon line, line upon line,
here a little, there a little,”

that they might go and fall backward,
be broken, snared, and taken captive.

1414 Therefore, hear the word of the LORD , O scoffers,
who rule this people who are in Jerusalem,

1515 because you have said, “We have made a covenant
with death,

and with hell we are in agreement.
The overflowing scourge shall not come to us
when it passes through,

for we have made lies our refuge
and under falsehood we have hid ourselves.”

A Cornerstone in ZionA Cornerstone in Zion
1616 Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD :

See, I lay in Zion a stone,
a tested stone,

a precious cornerstone, firmly placed;
he who believes shall not act hastily.

1717 I shall make justice the measuring line
and righteousness the plummet;

then the hail shall sweep away the refuge of lies
and the waters shall overflow the hiding place.

1818 Your covenant with death shall be annulled,
and your agreement with hell shall not stand;

when the overflowing scourge passes through,
then you shall be trodden down by it.

1919 As often as it passes through, it shall seize you;
for morning by morning it shall pass through,
anytime by day or night.

It shall be terror only
to understand the report.

2020 The bed is too short to stretch out,
and the covering is too small to wrap oneself in it.

2121 For the LORD shall rise up as at Mount Perazim,
He shall be wrathful as in the Valley of Gibeon

to do His work, His unusual work,
and bring to pass His task, His exceptional task.

2222 Now therefore, do not continue as mockers,
lest your bonds be made stronger;

for I have heard from the Lord GOD of Hosts
of determined destruction upon the whole earth.

2323 Give ear and hear my voice;
listen and hear my speech.

2424 Does the plowman plow all day to sow?
Does he continually turn and break the clods of his

ground?
2525 Does he not level its surface
and sow dill and scatter the cumin

and plant wheat in rows,
barley in its place
and the rye within its area?
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2626 For his God instructs
and teaches him appropriately.

2727 For the dill is not threshed with a threshing instru-
ment,

nor is a cartwheel driven over the cumin;
but the dill is beaten out with a staff,
and the cumin with a rod.

2828 GrGrain forain for bread is crushed;
so he does not continue to thresh it forever,

nor break it with the wheel of his cart,
nor crush it with his horsemen.

2929 This also comes from the LORD of Hosts,
who is wonderful in counsel and excellent in wis-

dom.

WWoe to the City of Davidoe to the City of David

Woe to Ariel, to Ariel,
the city where David lived!

Add year to year,
observe your feasts on schedule.

22 Yet I will distress Ariel,
and she shall be a city ofa city of lamenting and sorrow,
and she shall be as an Ariel to me.

33 I will encamp against you all around,
and will lay siege against you with a mound,
and I will raise forts against you.

44 You shall be brought down, and shall speak from
the ground,

and from the dust where you are prostrate your
speech shall come;
your voice shall also be as that of a ghost from the

ground;
and your speech shall whisper from the dust.

55 Moreover the multitude of your enemies shall be-
come like fine dust,

and the multitude of the ruthless ones as chaff
which blows away;
and it shall happen in an instant, suddenly.

66 You shall be punished from the LORD of Hosts
with thunder and earthquake and loud noise,
with storm and tempest, and the flame of a devour-

ing fire.
77 The multitude of all the nations who fight against

Ariel,
even all who fight against her and her stronghold,

and who distress her,
shall be as a dream
of a night vision.

88 It shall even be as when a hungry man dreams, and
he eats;

but when he awakens, his hunger is not satisfied;
or as when a thirsty man dreams, and he is drinking;
but when he awakens, he is faint, and his thirst is

not quenched;
so shall the multitude of all the nations be
who fight against Mount Zion.

99 Be delayed and wait,
blind yourselves and be blind.

They are drunk, but not with wine.
They stagger, but not with strong drink.

1010 For the LORD has poured out on you the spirit of
deep sleep

and has closed your eyes, the prophets;
and He has covered your heads, the seers.

1111 The whole vision will be to you as the words of a
book that is sealed, which when they deliver it to one
who is learned, saying, “Read this, please,” he shall
say, “I cannot, for it is sealed.” 1212 Then the book shall
be delivered to him who is not learned, saying, “Read
this, please.” And he shall say, “I cannot read.”

1313 Therefore, the Lord said:
Because this people draw near with their mouths
and honor Me with their lips,
but have removed their hearts far from Me,

and their fear toward Me
is tradition by the precept of men,

1414 therefore I will once again do a marvelous work
among this people,

even a marvelous work and a wonder;
for the wisdom of their wise men shall perish,
and the understanding of their prudent men shall

be hidden.
1515 Woe to those who deeply
hide their counsel from the LORD

and whose works are done in the dark, and they say,
“Who sees us?” and “Who knows us?”

1616 Surely you turn things upside down!
Shall the potter be esteemed as the potter’s clay?

Shall what is made say to its maker,
“He did not make me”?

Or shall the thing formed say to him who formed it,
“He has no understanding”?

1717 Is it not yet a very little while before Lebanon shall
be turned into a fruitful field,

and the fruitful field shall be counted as a forest?
1818 And on that day the deaf shall hear the words of a

book,
and the eyes of the blind shall see
out of obscurity and darkness.

1919 The meek also shall increase their joy in the LORD ,
and the poor among men shall rejoice in the Holy

One of Israel.
2020 For the ruthless shall come to nothing,
and the scorner will be consumed,
and all who are intent on doing iniquity shall be cut

off—
2121 those who cause a man to be indicted by a word,
and lay a snare for him who reproves in the gate,
and turn aside the righteous with meaningless argu-

ments.
2222 Therefore thus says the LORD , who redeemed

Abraham, concerning the house of Jacob:
Jacob shall not now be ashamed,
nor shall his face now turn pale;

2323 but when he sees his children,
the work of My hands, in his midst,
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they shall sanctify My name
and sanctify the Holy One of Jacob,
and fear the God of Israel.

2424 Those also who err in spirit shall know the truth,
and those who murmured shall accept instruction.

The WThe Warning of Judaharning of Judah

Woe to the rebellious children,
says the LORD ,

who take counsel, but not from Me,
and make an alliance, but not of My Spirit,
in order to add sin to sin;

22 they walk down to Egypt
and have not asked from My mouth,

to strengthen themselves in the safety of Pharaoh
and to trust in the shadow of Egypt!

33 Therefore the safety of Pharaoh shall be your
shame

and the trust in the shadow of Egypt your humilia-
tion.

44 For their princes were at Zoan,
and their ambassadors came to Hanes.

55 They all will be ashamed
of a people who cannot profit them,

who are not a help or profit,
but a shame and also a reproach.

66 The burden of the beasts of the Negev.
Through a land of trouble and anguish,
from which comes the lioness and lion,
the viper and fiery flying serpent,

they will carry their riches on the shoulders of young
donkeys,

and their treasures on the humps of camels,
to a people who shall not profit them.

77 For the Egyptians shall help in vain and to no pur-
pose.
Therefore, I have called her,
“Rahab who has been exterminated.”

88 Now go, write it before them on a tablet,
and note it in a book,

that it may serve in the time to come
as a witness forever;

99 for this is a rebellious people, lying children,
children who refuse to listen to the law of the LORD ;

1010 they say to the seers,
“You must not see visionsvisions ,”

and to the prophets,
“You must not prophesy to us right things;

speak to us pleasant things,
prophesy illusions.

1111 Get out of the way,
turn aside from the path,

let us hear no more
about the Holy One of Israel.”

1212 Therefore, thus says the Holy One of Israel:
Because you despise this word
and trust in oppression and perverseness,
and rely on them,

1313 therefore this iniquity shall be to you
as a breach ready to fall, swelling up in a high wall,
whose collapse comes suddenly, in an instant.

1414 He shall break it as the breaking of the potter’s ves-
sel

that is broken in pieces;
He shall not spare so that there shall not be found in

the breaking of it a shard
to take fire from the hearth
or with which to take water out of a cistern.

1515 For thus says the Lord GOD , the Holy One of Is-
rael:
In returning and rest you shall be saved;
in quietness and in confidence shall be your

strength.
Yet you were not willing,

1616 and you said, “No, for we will flee on horses”;
therefore you shall flee.

“And we will ride on swift horses”;
therefore those who pursue you shall be swift.

1717 One thousand shall fleeshall flee
at the threat of one man;

at the threat of five
you shall flee

until you are left
as a flag on the top of a mountain
and as a banner on a hill.

God’God’s Prs Promise to Zionomise to Zion
1818 Therefore, the LORD longs to be gracious to you,
and therefore, He waits on high to have mercy on

you;
for the LORD is a God of justice;
how blessed are all who long for Him.

1919 O people in Zion, inhabitants in Jerusalem, you
shall weep no more. He will be very gracious to you at
the sound of your cry. When He hears it, He will an-
swer you. 2020 Though the Lord has given you the bread
of adversity and the water of affliction, yet He, your
Teacher, will no longer hide Himself, but your eyes
shall see your Teacher. 2121 Your ears shall hear a word
behind you, saying, “This is the way, walk in it,” when-
ever you turn to the right hand and when you turn to
the left. 2222 You shall defile also your graven images
overlaid with silver, and your molded images orna-
mented with gold. You shall scatter them as an impure
thing, and say to them, “Be gone!”

2323 Then He shall give you rain for the seed which you
shall sow in the ground and bread of the increase of
the earth. And it shall be rich and plentiful. On that
day your cattle shall feed in large pastures. 2424 The oxen
likewise and the young donkeys that work the ground
shall eat cured fodder, which has been winnowed with
the shovel and fork. 2525 There shall be on every high
mountain and on every high hill rivers and streams of
waters in the day of the great slaughter, when the
towers fall. 2626 Moreover the light of the moon shall be
as the light of the sun, and the light of the sun shall be
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sevenfold, as the light of seven days, in the day that
the LORD binds up the breach of His people and heals
the wound from His blow.

Judgment on AssyriaJudgment on Assyria
2727 See, the name of the LORD comes from afar,
burning with His anger, and its burden is heavy;

His lips are full of indignation,
and His tongue as a devouring fire.

2828 And His breath is as an overflowing stream
which reaches to the middle of the neck,

to sift the nations with the sieve of vanity;
and there shall be a bridle in the jaws of the people,
causing them to err.

2929 You shall have songs,
as in the night when a festival is kept,

and gladness of heart,
as when one goes with a flute

to come into the mountain of the LORD ,
to the Mighty One of Israel.

3030 The LORD shall cause His glorious voice to be
heard,

and shall show the descending of His arm
with the indignation of His anger, and with the flame

of a devouring fire,
with scattering, and cloudburst, and hailstones.

3131 For through the voice of the LORD the Assyrian
shall be beaten down

when He strikes with a rod.
3232 And every blow of the rod of punishment
which the LORD shall lay on him

shall be with tambourines and harps;
and in battles, brandishing weapons, He will fight

them.
3333 For Topheth has been long prepared,
indeed, for the king it has been prepared.

He has made it deep and large,
a pile of fire with much wood;

the breath of the LORD ,
like a stream of brimstone,
kindles it.

WWoe to Those Who Toe to Those Who Trust Egyptrust Egypt

Woe to those who go down to Egypt for help,
and rely on horses,

and trust in chariots because they are many,
and in horsemen because they are very strong,

but they do not look to the Holy One of Israel
nor seek the LORD !

22 Yet He also is wise and will bring disaster
and will not call back His words,

but will arise against the house of the evildoers
and against the help of those who work iniquity.

33 Now the Egyptians are men and not God;
and their horses flesh and not spirit.

When the LORD shall stretch out His hand,
both he who helps shall fall

and he who is helped shall fall down,
and they all shall fail together.

44 For thus the LORD has spoken to me:
Like the lion, and the young lion,
roars over his prey,

against which a multitude of shepherds
is called out against him,

he will not be afraid of their voice,
nor disturbed at their noise,

so shall the LORD of Hosts come down
to fight for Mount Zion, and for its hill.

55 Like flying birds,
so the LORD of Hosts will defend Jerusalem.

He will defend and deliver it;
He will pass over and preserve it.

66 Turn to Him whom you have deeply betrayed, O
sons of Israel. 77 For in that day every man shall cast
away his idols of silver and his idols of gold which your
own hands have made for you as a sin.

88 “Then the Assyrian shall fall by the sword that is not
of man,

and the sword not of man shall devour him.
So he shall not escape the sword,
and his young men shall become forced laborers.

99 He shall cross over to his stronghold for fear,
and his princes shall be afraid of the banner,”

says the LORD ,
whose fire is in Zion,
and whose furnace is in Jerusalem.

The Kingdom of RighteousnessThe Kingdom of Righteousness

See, a king shall reign in righteousness,
and princes shall rule justly.

22 A man shall be as a hiding place from the wind,
and a shelter from the tempest,

as rivers of water in a dry place,
as the shadow of a great rock in a weary land.

33 The eyes of those who see shall not be blinded,
and the ears of those who hear shall listen.

44 The heart also of the hasty shall understand knowl-
edge,

and the tongue of the stammerers shall be ready to
speak plainly.

55 The vile person shall no more be called noble,
nor the rogue be spoken of as generous;

66 for the vile person will speak nonsense,
and his heart will work iniquity:

to practice hypocrisy
and to utter error against the LORD ,

to keep the hungry unsatisfied
and to withhold drink from the thirsty.

77 The instruments also of the rogue are evil;
he devises wicked schemes

to destroy the poor with lying words,
even when the needy speaks right.

88 But the noble devises noble things,
and by noble things he stands.
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The WThe Women of Jerusalemomen of Jerusalem
99 Rise up, you women who are at ease,
hear my voice;

you careless daughters,
give ear to my speech.

1010 Within a year and a few days
you shall be troubled, you careless daughters;

for the vintage is ended
and the fruit gathering shall not come.

1111 Tremble, you womenwomen who are at ease;
be troubled, you careless daughtersdaughters ;

strip, undress,
and put sackclothsackcloth on your waist.

1212 Beat your breasts for the pleasant fields,
for the fruitful vine,

1313 for the land of my people
in which thorns and briers shall come up,

yes, for all the joyful houses
and for the jubilant city;

1414 because the palaces have been forsaken,
the populated city is forsaken.

The forts and towers shall be caves forever,
a joy of wild donkeys, a pasture of flocks,

1515 until the Spirit is poured on us from on high,
and the wilderness is a fruitful field,
and the fruitful field is counted as a forest.

The Peace of God’The Peace of God’s Reigns Reign
1616 Then justice shall dwell in the wilderness,
and righteousness will abide in the fruitful field.

1717 The work of righteousness shall be peace,
and the effect of righteousness, quietness and as-

surance forever.
1818 My people shall dwell in a peaceable habitation
and in secure dwellings
and in quiet resting places;

1919 and it shall hail when the forest comes down,
and the city shall be utterly laid low.

2020 How blessed are you
who sow beside all waters,
who send out freely the ox and the donkey.

A PrA Prophecy of Deliverophecy of Deliveranceance

Woe to you, O destroyer,
though you were not destroyed,

and he who is treacherous,
though others did not deal treacherously with you!

When you cease destroying,
you shall be destroyed;

and when you finish dealing treacherously,
others shall deal treacherously with you.

22 O LORD , be gracious to us;
we have waited for You.

Be our strength every morning,
our salvation also in the time of trouble.

33 At the noise of the tumult, the people flee;

at the lifting up of Yourself, the nations scatter;
44 your spoil is gathered like the caterpillar gathers;
as locusts rush about, men rush about on it.

55 The LORD is exalted, for He dwells on high;
He has filled Zion with justice and righteousness.

66 He shall be the stability of your times,
a wealth of salvation, wisdom, and knowledge;
the fear of the LORD is His treasure.

77 Listen! Their valiant ones cry in the streets;
the ambassadors of peace weep bitterly.

88 The highways lie waste,
the wayfaring man ceases.

He has broken the covenant,
he has despised the cities,
he has no regard for man.

99 The earth mourns and languishes;
Lebanon is ashamed and hewn down.

Sharon is like a wilderness,
and Bashan and Carmel shake off their fruitstheir fruits .

Impending Judgment on IsrImpending Judgment on Israelael
1010 “Now I will rise,” says the LORD ,
“now I will be exalted,
now I will be lifted up.

1111 You have conceived chaff,
you shall bring forth stubble;
My breath, as fire, shall devour you.

1212 The people shall be burned to lime,
as thorns cut up are burned in the fire.”

1313 Hear what I have done, you who are far away;
and you who are near, acknowledge My might.

1414 The sinners in Zion are afraid;
fearfulness has seized the hypocrites:

“Who among us can live with the continual fire?
Who among us can live with everlasting burning?”

1515 He who walks righteously
and speaks uprightly,

he who rejects unjust gain
and shakes his hands from holding bribes,

who stops his ears from hearing of bloodshed,
and shuts his eyes from seeing evil:

1616 He shall dwell on high;
his place of defense shall be the impregnable rock;

his bread shall be given him,
his waters shall be sure.

The Land of the Majestic KingThe Land of the Majestic King
1717 Your eyes shall see the King in His beauty;
they shall see the land that is very far away.

1818 Your heart shall meditate on terror:
“Where is he who counts?
Where is he who weighs?
Where is he who counts the towers?”

1919 You shall not see a fierce people any more,
a people of unintelligible speech which no one com-

prehends,
of a stammering tongue which no one understands.
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2020 Look upon Zion, the city of our appointed feasts;
your eyes shall see Jerusalem,
a quiet habitation, a tabernacle that shall not be tak-

en down;
not one of its stakes shall ever be removed,
nor shall any of its cords be broken.

2121 But there the glorious LORD will be to us
a place of broad rivers and streams

on which no boat with oars shall go
and on which no gallant ship shall pass,

2222 for the LORD is our judge,
the LORD is our lawgiver,

the LORD is our king;
He will save us.

2323 Your tackle hangs loose;
it cannot hold the base of its mast securely,
nor spread out the sail.

Then the prey of an abundant spoil shall be divided;
the lame shall take the prey.

2424 The inhabitant shall not say, “I am sick”;
the people who dwell there shall be forgiven their

iniquity.

Judgment on the NationsJudgment on the Nations

Come near, O nations, to hear;
and listen, O peoples!

Let the earth hear, and all that is in it,
the world, and all that comes from it.

22 For the indignation of the LORD is upon all nations
and His fury upon all their armies;

He has utterly destroyed them,
He has delivered them to the slaughter.

33 Their slain also shall be cast out,
and their corpses shall emit their stench,
and the mountains shall be drenched with their

blood.
44 All the host of heaven shall be dissolved,
and the heavens shall be rolled together as a book;

and all their host shall fall down
as the leaf falls from the vine,
and as a falling fig from the fig tree.

55 For My sword is filled in heaven;
see, it shall come down for judgment on Edom,
and on the people whom I have devoted to destruc-

tion.
66 The sword of the LORD is filled with blood,
it is made full with fatness,

and with the blood of lambs and goats,
with the fat of the kidneys of rams.

For the LORD has a sacrifice in Bozrah,
and a great slaughter in the land of Edom.

77 The wild oxen shall also fall with them,
and the young bulls with the mighty bulls;

so their land shall be soaked with blood,
and their dust become greasy with fat.

88 For it is the day of the vengeance of the LORD ,
and the year of recompense for the cause of Zion.

99 Its streams shall be turned into pitch,

and its dust into brimstone,
and its land shall become burning pitch.

1010 It shall not be quenched night or day;
its smoke shall go up forever.

From generation to generation it shall lie waste;
no one shall pass through it forever and ever.

1111 But the cormorant and the hedgehog shall possess
it,

the owl also and the raven shall dwell in it.
And He shall stretch out on it
the line of desolation,
and the plumb line of emptiness.

1212 They shall call its nobles to the kingdom, but no
one shall be there,

and all her princes shall be nothing.
1313 Thorns shall come up in her palaces,
nettles and brambles in the fortresses;

and it shall be a habitation of jackals
and a home for owls.

1414 The wild beasts of the desert shall also meet with
the wolves,

and the wild goat shall cry to its kind;
the screech owl also shall rest there
and find for herself a place of rest.

1515 There shall the tree snake make its nest and lay
eggs,

and it shall hatch and gather them under its protec-
tion;
yes, there shall the vultures also be gathered,
every one with its kind.

1616 Seek from the book of the LORD , and read.
Not one of these shall be missing,
not one shall lack its mate.

For His mouth has commanded,
and His Spirit has gathered them.

1717 He has cast the lot for them,
and His hand has divided it to them by line.

They shall possess it forever,
from generation to generation they shall dwell in it.

The FuturThe Future Glory of Zione Glory of Zion

The wilderness and the solitary place shall be
glad,

and the desert shall rejoice and blossom as the rose;
22 it shall blossom abundantly
and rejoice even with joy and singing.

The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it,
the excellency of Carmel and Sharon.

They shall see the glory of the LORD
and the excellency of our God.

33 Strengthen the weak hands,
and support the feeble knees.

44 Say to those who are of a fearful heart,
“Be strong, fear not.

Your God will come
with vengeance,

even God with a recompense;
He will come and save you.”
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55 Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened,
and the ears of the deaf shall be unstopped.

66 Then the lame man shall leap as a deer,
and the tongue of the mute sing for joy.

For in the wilderness waters shall break out
and streams in the desert.

77 The parched ground shall become a pool,
and the thirsty land springs of water;

in the habitation of jackals where each lay,
there shall be grass with reeds and rushes.

88 A highway shall be there, a roadway,
and it shall be called the Highway of Holiness.

The unclean shall not pass on it,
but it shall be for the wayfaring men,
and fools shall not wander on it.

99 No lion shall be there,
nor any ravenous beast shall go up on it;
these shall not be found there,

but the redeemed shall walk there,
1010 and the ransomed of the LORD shall return

and come to Zion with songs
and everlasting joy upon their heads.

They shall obtain joy and gladness,
and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

Sennacherib Invades JudahSennacherib Invades Judah
2Ki 18:13–37; 2Ch 32:9–19

Now it came to pass in the fourteenth year of
King Hezekiah that Sennacherib king of Assyria

came up against all the fortified cities of Judah and
took them. 22 The king of Assyria sent the Rabshakeh ††

from Lachish to Jerusalem to King Hezekiah with a
great army. And he stood by the conduit of the upper
pool in the highway of the fuller’s field. 33 Then Eliakim
came to him, the son of Hilkiah, who was over the
household, and Shebna the scribe, and Joah, the son
of Asaph, the recorder.

44 The Rabshakeh said to them:
“Say now to Hezekiah: Thus says the great king, the

king of Assyria: What confidence is this that you have?
55 I say, Your counsel and strength for war are only
empty words. Now on whom do you rely that you
rebel against me? 66 You rely on the staff of this broken
reed, on Egypt, on which if a man leans, it will go into
his hand and pierce it. So is Pharaoh king of Egypt to
all who rely on him. 77 But if you say to me, ‘We trust in
the LORD our God,’ is it not He whose high places and
whose altars Hezekiah has taken away, and said to Ju-
dah and to Jerusalem, ‘You shall worship before this al-
tar’?

88 “Now therefore, come make a bargain with my
master the king of Assyria, and I will give you two
thousand horses, if you are able on your part to set
riders on them. 99 How then will you turn away one cap-
tain of the least of my master’s servants and rely on
Egypt for chariots and for horsemen? 1010 Have I now
come up without the approval of the LORD against

† Possibly a Commanding General.

this land to destroy it? The LORD said to me, Go up
against this land, and destroy it.”

1111 Then Eliakim and Shebna and Joah said to the Rab-
shakeh, “Speak now to your servants in Aramaic, for
we understand it. And do not speak to us in Hebrew in
the ears of the people who are on the wall.”

1212 But the Rabshakeh said, “Has my master sent me
only to your master and to you to speak these words?
Has he not sent me to the men who sit on the wall,
that they may eat their own dung and drink their own
urine with you?”

1313 Then the Rabshakeh stood and cried out with a
loud voice in Hebrew, and said, “Hear the words of the
great king, the king of Assyria. 1414 Thus says the king,
‘Do not let Hezekiah deceive you, for he shall not be
able to deliver you; 1515 nor let Hezekiah make you trust
in the LORD , saying, The LORD will surely deliver us.
This city shall not be delivered into the hand of the
king of Assyria.’

1616 “Do not listen to Hezekiah, for thus says the king of
Assyria: ‘Make your peace with me and come out to
me, and eat every one of his vine and every one of his
fig tree, and drink every one the waters of his own cis-
tern, 1717 until I come and take you away to a land like
your own land, a land of corn and new wine, a land of
bread and vineyards.

1818 “‘ BeBewarwaree lest Hezekiah persuade you, saying, The
LORD will deliver us. Has any one of the gods of the
nations delivered his land out of the hand of the king
of Assyria? 1919 Where are the gods of Hamath and
Arpad? Where are the gods of Sepharvaim? And when
have they delivered Samaria out of my hand? 2020 Who
are they among all the gods of these lands that have
delivered their land out of my hand, that the LORD
should deliver Jerusalem out of my hand?’”

2121 But they held their peace, and answered him not a
word, for the king’s commandment was, “Do not an-
swer him.”

2222 Then Eliakim the son of Hilkiah, who was over the
household, and Shebna the scribe, and Joah the son of
Asaph, the recorder, came to Hezekiah with their
clothes torn and told him the words of the Rabshakeh.

Isaiah ForIsaiah Foretells Deliveretells Deliveranceance
2Ki 19:1–13

And it came to pass when King Hezekiah heard
it that he tore his clothes, and covered himself

with sackcloth, and went into the house of the LORD .
22 He sent Eliakim, who was over the household, and
Shebna the scribe, and the elders of the priests, cov-
ered with sackcloth, to Isaiah the prophet, the son of
Amoz. 33 They said to him, “Thus says Hezekiah: This
day is a day of trouble, and of rebuke, and of blasphe-
my. For children have come to birth, and there is no
strength to bring them forth. 44 Perhaps the LORD your
God will hear the words of the Rabshakeh, whom the
king of Assyria his master has sent to reproach the liv-
ing God, and will reprove the words which the LORD
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your God has heard. Therefore, lift up a prayer for the
remnant that is left.”

55 So the servants of King Hezekiah came to Isaiah.
66 Isaiah said to them, “Thus you shall say to your mas-
ter, ‘Thus says the LORD : Do not be afraid of the
words that you have heard, with which the servants of
the king of Assyria have blasphemed Me. 77 Listen! I will
put a spirit in him so that he shall hear a rumor, and
return to his own land. And I will cause him to fall by
the sword in his own land.’”

88 So the Rabshakeh returned and found the king of
Assyria warring against Libnah. For he had heard that
the king had left Lachish.

99 He heard them say concerning Tirhakah king of
Ethiopia, “He has come out to make war with you.”
And when he heard it, he sent messengers to Hezeki-
ah, saying, 1010 “Thus you shall speak to Hezekiah king of
Judah, saying: Do not let your God in whom you trust
deceive you, saying, ‘Jerusalem shall not be given into
the hand of the king of Assyria.’ 1111 Certainly you have
heard what the kings of Assyria have done to all lands
by utterly destroying them. So shall you be delivered?
1212 Have the gods of the nations delivered them which
my fathers have destroyed, even Gozan and Harran
and Rezeph and the sons of Eden who were in Tel As-
sar? 1313 Where is the king of Hamath, and the king of
Arpad, and the kings of the city of Sepharvaim, Hena,
and Ivvah?”

The PrThe Prayer of Heayer of Hezekiahzekiah
2Ki 19:14–19

1414 And Hezekiah received the letter from the hand of
the messengers and read it. Then Hezekiah went up to
the house of the LORD , and spread it before the LORD
. 1515 Hezekiah prayed to the LORD , saying, 1616 “O LORD
of Hosts, God of Israel, who dwells above the cheru-
bim, You are the God, even You alone, of all the king-
doms of the earth. You have made heaven and earth.
1717 Incline Your ear, O LORD , and hear. Open Your eyes,
O LORD , and see, and hear all the words of Sen-
nacherib, which he has sent to reproach the living
God.

1818 “Truly, O LORD , the kings of Assyria have laid
waste all the nations and their countries, 1919 and have
cast their gods into the fire. For they were not gods,
but the work of men’s hands, wood and stone. There-
fore, they have destroyed them. 2020 Now, O LORD our
God, save us from his hand that all the kingdoms of
the earth may know that You alone, LORD , are God.”

The Fall of SennacheribThe Fall of Sennacherib
2Ki 19:20–37; 2Ch 32:20–21

2121 Then Isaiah the son of Amoz sent to Hezekiah, say-
ing, “Thus says the LORD God of Israel: Because you
have prayed to Me about Sennacherib king of Assyria,
2222 this is the word which the LORD has spoken against
him:
The virgin daughter of Zion

has despised you and mocked you;
the daughter of Jerusalem
has shaken her head at you.

2323 Whom have you reproached and blasphemed?
And against whom have you raised your voice,

and lifted up your eyes haughtily?
Against the Holy One of Israel!

2424 Through your servants
you have reproached the Lord

and have said,
‘With my many chariots

I have come up to the heights of the mountains,
to the remotest parts of Lebanon;

and I cut down its tall cedars,
and its choice fir trees;

and I will go to its highest peak,
its thickest forest.

2525 I have dug wells
and drunk water,

and with the sole of my feet
I have dried up all the rivers of Egypt.’

2626 “Have you not heard?
Long ago I have done it,

from ancient times I have formed it.
Now I have brought it to pass,

that you should turn fortified cities
into ruinous heaps.

2727 Therefore, their inhabitants were short of strength;
they were dismayed and humiliated;

they were as the grass of the field
and as the green herb,

as the grass on the housetops
is scorched before it is grown up.

2828 “But I know your abode,
and your going out and your coming in,
and your rage against Me.

2929 Because your rage against Me
and your tumult have come up into My ears,

therefore I will put My hook in your nose,
and My bridle in your lips,

and I will turn you back
on the way by which you came.

3030 “This shall be a sign to you:
You shall eat this year what grows of itself,
and the second year what springs from the same,

and in the third year sow and reap
and plant vineyards, and eat their fruit.

3131 The surviving remnant of the house of Judah
shall again take root downward and bear fruit up-

ward.
3232 For from Jerusalem shall go out a remnant,
and those who escape out of Mount Zion.

The zeal of the LORD of Hosts
shall do this.

3333 “Therefore, thus says the LORD concerning the
king of Assyria:
He shall not come into this city,
nor shoot an arrow there,
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nor come before it with shields,
nor build a siege ramp against it.

3434 By the way that he came, by the same shall he re-
turn,

and shall not come into this city,
says the LORD .

3535 For I will defend this city to save it
for My own sake and for the sake of My servant

David.”
3636 Then the angel of the LORD went out and struck

one hundred eighty-five thousand in the camp of the
Assyrians. When others woke up early in the morning,
these were all dead bodies. 3737 So Sennacherib king of
Assyria departed and returned home and lived in Nin-
eveh.

3838 It came to pass as he was worshipping in the
house of Nisrok, his god, that Adrammelek and
Sharezer, his sons, struck him with the sword, and
they escaped into the land of Ararat. And Esarhaddon
his son reigned in his stead.

HeHezekiahzekiah’’s Illnesss Illness
2Ki 20:1–11; 2Ch 32:24–26

In those days Hezekiah was mortally ill. And Isa-
iah the prophet, the son of Amoz, came to him

and said to him, “Thus says the LORD . Set your house
in order, for you shall die, and not live.”

22 Then Hezekiah turned his face toward the wall, and
prayed to the LORD , 33 and said, “Remember now, O
LORD , I beseech You, how I have walked before You in
truth and with a perfect heart, and have done what is
good in Your sight.” And Hezekiah wept bitterly.

44 Then the word of the LORD came to Isaiah, saying:
55 “Go, and say to Hezekiah, Thus says the LORD , the
God of David your father: I have heard your prayer, I
have seen your tears. Surely I will add to your days fif-
teen years. 66 I will deliver you and this city out of the
hand of the king of Assyria, and I will defend this city.

77 “This shall be a sign to you from the LORD , that the
LORD will do this thing that He has spoken: 88 I will
cause the shadow on the sundial, which has gone
down with the sun on the sundial of Ahaz, to go back
ten steps.” So the sun’s shadoshadoww returned ten steps on
the sundial by which it had gone down.

99 This is the writing of Hezekiah king of Judah after
his illness and recovery:

1010 I said: In the middle of my days,
I shall go to the gates of Sheol;
I am to be deprived of the rest of my years.

1111 I said, I shall not see the LORD ,
even the LORD , in the land of the living;

I shall see man no more
with the inhabitants of the world.

1212 My dwelling is pulled up
and removed from me as a shepherd’s tent;

I rolled up my life like a weaver.
He cuts me off from the loom;
from day even to night You make an end of me.

1313 I composed my soulmy soul until morning,
like a lion, so He breaks all my bones;
from day even to night You make an end of me.

1414 Like a crane or a swallow, so I twitter;
I mourn as a dove;

my eyes look wistfully upward.
O LORD , I am oppressed; undertake for me.

1515 What shall I say?
For He has spoken to me, and He Himself has done

it.
I shall wander about all my years
in the bitterness of my soul.

1616 O Lord, by these things men live,
and in all these things is the life of my spirit;

O restore me to health
and make me live!

1717 Surely it wasit was for my omy ownwn peace
that I had great bitterness;

but You have kept my soul
from the pit of corruption,

for You have cast all my sins
behind Your back.

1818 For Sheol cannot thank You,
death cannot praise You;

those who go down into the pit
cannot hope for Your faithfulness.

1919 It is the living who give thanks to You,
as I do this day;

a father explains to his sons
about Your faithfulness.

2020 The LORD shall surely save me;
therefore, we will sing my songs to the stringed in-

struments
all the days of our lives
in the house of the LORD .

2121 For Isaiah had said, “Let them take a cake of figs
and lay it on the boil, and he shall recover.”

2222 Hezekiah also had said, “What is the sign that I
shall go up to the house of the LORD ?”

EnvoEnvoys Frys From Babom Babylonylon
2Ki 20:12–19

At that time Marduk-Baladan the son of Bal-
adan, king of Babylon, sent letters and a present

to Hezekiah, for he had heard that he had been sick
and had recovered. 22 Hezekiah was glad and showed
them the house of his precious things: the silver, and
the gold, and the spices, and the precious ointment,
and his whole armory, and all that was found in his
treasuries. There was nothing in his house, nor in all
his dominion, that Hezekiah did not show them.

33 Then Isaiah the prophet came to King Hezekiah and
said to him, “What did these men say, and from where
did they come to you?”

And Hezekiah said, “They have come to me from a
far country, from Babylon.”

44 Then he said, “What have they seen in your house?”
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And Hezekiah answered, “All that is in my house they
have seen. There is nothing among my treasures that I
have not shown them.”

55 Then Isaiah said to Hezekiah, “Hear the word of the
LORD of Hosts. 66 The days are surely coming when all
that is in your house, and that which your fathers have
laid up in store until this day, shall be carried to Baby-
lon. Nothing shall be left, says the LORD . 77 And some
of your sons who descend from you, whom you shall
father, shall be taken away. And they shall become of-
ficials in the palace of the king of Babylon.”

88 Then Hezekiah said to Isaiah, “The word of the
LORD which you have spoken is good.” For he said,
“For there shall be peace and truth in my days.”

Comfort for God’Comfort for God’s Peoples People

Comfort, O comfort, My people,
says your God.

22 Speak kindly to Jerusalem,
and cry to her

that her warfare has ended,
that her iniquity has been pardoned,

that she has received of the hand of the LORD
double for all her sins.

33 The voice of him who cries out,
“Prepare the way of the LORD
in the wilderness,

make straight in the desert
a highway for our God.

44 Let every valley be lifted up,
and every mountain and hill be made low,

and let the rough ground become a plain,
and the rough places a plain;

55 then the glory of the LORD shall be revealed,
and all flesh shall see it together,
for the mouth of the LORD has spoken it.”

66 The voice said, “Cry out.”
And he said, “What shall I cry out?”

All flesh is grass,
and all its loveliness is as the flower of the field.

77 The grass withers, the flower fades
because the Spirit of the LORD blows upon it;
surely the people are grass.

88 The grass withers, the flower fades,
but the word of our God shall stand forever.

99 O Zion, bearer of good news,
get yourself up onto a high mountain;

O Jerusalem, bearer of good news,
lift up your voice with strength,

lift it up, do not be afraid;
say to the cities of Judah,
“Here is your God!”

1010 See, the Lord GOD will come with a strong hand,
and His arm shall rule for Him;

see, His reward is with Him,
and His recompense before Him.

1111 He shall feed His flock like a shepherd;
He shall gather the lambs with His arm,

and carry them in His bosom,
and shall gently lead those that are with young.

1212 Who has measured the waters in the hollow of His
hand,

and meted out heaven with the span,
and calculated the dust of the earth by the measure,
and weighed the mountains in scales,
and the hills in a balance?

1313 Who has directed the Spirit of the LORD ,
or as His counselor has taught Him?

1414 With whom did He take counsel, and who instruct-
ed Him,

and taught Him in the path of justice,
and taught Him knowledge,
and showed to Him the way of understanding?

1515 Certainly the nations are as a drop in a bucket,
and are counted as the small dust of the balance;
He takes up the coastlands as a very little thing.

1616 Lebanon is not sufficient to burn,
nor the beasts sufficient as a burnt offering.

1717 All nations before Him are as nothing,
and they are counted by Him as less than nothing
and meaningless.

1818 To whom then will you liken God?
Or what likeness will you compare to Him?

1919 The workman melts a graven image,
and the goldsmith spreads it over with gold,
and casts silver chains.

2020 He who is too impoverished for such an offering
chooses a tree that will not rot;

he seeks for himself a skillful workman
to prepare a graven image that shall not totter.

2121 Have you not known?
Have you not heard?

Has it not been told to you from the beginning?
Have you not understood from the foundations of

the earth?
2222 It is He who sits upon the circle of the earth,
and the inhabitants are as grasshoppers,

who stretches out the heavens as a curtain,
and spreads them out as a tent to dwell in.

2323 He brings the princes to nothing;
He makes the judges of the earth meaningless.

2424 Scarcely shall they be planted;
scarcely shall they be sown;
scarcely shall their tree take root in the earth,

when He will also blow on them,
and they will wither,

and the whirlwind will take them away as stubble.
2525 To whom then will you liken Me,
that I should be equal to him? says the Holy One.

2626 Lift up your eyes on high,
and see who has created these things,

who brings out their host by number;
He calls them all by name,

by the greatness of His might and the strength of HisHis
power;

not one of them is missing.
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2727 Why do you say, O Jacob,
and assert, O Israel,

“My way is hidden from the LORD ,
and my justice escapes the notice of my God”?

2828 Have you not known?
Have you not heard,

that the everlasting God, the LORD ,
the Creator of the ends of the earth,

does not faint, nor is He weary?
His understanding is inscrutable.

2929 He gives power to the faint,
and to those who have no might He increases

strength.
3030 Even the youths shall faint and be weary,
and the young men shall utterly fall,

3131 but those who wait upon the LORD
shall renew their strength;

they shall mount up with wings as eagles,
they shall run and not be weary,
and they shall walk and not faint.

TheThe LLORDORD Helps IsrHelps Israelael

Keep silent before Me, O islands,
and let the peoples renew their strength.

Let them come near, then let them speak;
let us come near together to judgment.

22 Who raised up the righteous man from the east,
called him to His foot,

gave the nations before him,
and made him rule over kings?

He makes them as the dust with his sword,
and as driven stubble with his bow.

33 He pursued them, and passed safely,
by paths his feet have not traveled.

44 Who has performed and done this,
calling the generations from the beginning?

I, the LORD , am the first,
and with the last. I am He.

55 The coastlands saw it and feared,
the ends of the earth were afraid;

they drew near and came.
66 Every one helped his neighbor,
and every one said to his brother, “Be of good

courage.”
77 So the carpenter encouraged the goldsmith,
and he who smooths metalmetal with the hammer
encourencouragesages him who strikes the anvil,

saying, “It is ready for the soldering”;
and he fastened it with nails so that it should not

totter.
88 But you, Israel, are My servant,
Jacob whom I have chosen,
the seed of Abraham, My friend.

99 You whom I have taken from the ends of the earth,
and called from its remotest parts,

and said to you, “You are My servant;
I have chosen you and have not rejected you.”

1010 Do not fear, for I am with you;

do not be dismayed, for I am your God.
I will strengthen you, I will help you,
yes, I will uphold you with My righteous right hand.

1111 Certainly all those who were incensed against you
shall be ashamed and humiliated;

they shall be as nothing,
and those who strive with you shall perish.

1212 You shall seek them
and shall not find them, even those who contended

with you.
Those who war against you
shall be as nothing, as a thing of nonexistence.

1313 For I, the LORD your God,
will hold your right hand,

saying to you, “Do not fear;
I will help you.”

1414 Do not fear, you worm Jacob,
and you men of Israel.

I will help you, says the LORD
and your Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel.

1515 See, I will make you a new sharp threshing instru-
ment

with double edges;
you shall thresh the mountains, and beat them small,
and shall make the hills as chaff.

1616 You shall fan them, and the wind shall carry them
away,

and the whirlwind shall scatter them;
and you shall rejoice in the LORD ,
and shall glory in the Holy One of Israel.

1717 When the poor and needy seek water,
and there is none,
and their tongues fail for thirst,

I, the LORD will hear them,
I, the God of Israel, will not forsake them.

1818 I will open rivers in high places,
and fountains in the midst of the valleys;

I will make the wilderness a pool of water,
and the dry land springs of water.

1919 I will plant in the wilderness
the cedar, the acacia, the myrtle, and the olive tree;

I will set in the desert
the fir tree, and the pine, and the box tree together,

2020 that they may see, and know,
and consider, and understand together,

that the hand of the LORD has done this,
and the Holy One of Israel has created it.

The Futility of IdolsThe Futility of Idols
2121 Present your case, says the LORD .
Bring forth your arguments, says the King of Jacob.

2222 Let them bring them forth, and show us
what shall happen;

let them show the former things, what they were,
that we may consider them
and know their outcome,

or declare to us things to come.
2323 Show the things that are to come hereafter,
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that we may know that you are gods;
do good, or do evil,
that we may be dismayed and see it together.

2424 Indeed you are nothing,
and your work amounts to nothing;
he who chooses you is an abomination.

2525 I have raised up one from the north, and he shall
come;

from the rising of the sun he shall call on My name;
and he shall come on princes as on mortar,
and as the potter treads clay.

2626 Who has declared from the beginning, that we may
know?

And from former times, that we may say, “He is
right!”?
There is no one who shows,
no one who declares,
no one who hears your words.

2727 Formerly I said to Zion, “Look, here they are,”
and to Jerusalem, “I will give one who brings good

news.”
2828 But when I look, there is no man,
even among them, and there is no counselor
who, when I ask of them, could answer a word.

2929 See, they all are vanity;
their works are nothing;
their molded images are wind and emptiness.

The Servant of theThe Servant of the LLORDORD

Here is My servant, whom I uphold,
My chosen one, in whom My soul delights.

I have put My Spirit upon him;
he shall bring forth justice to the nations.

22 He shall not cry out, nor lift up his voice,
nor cause his voice to be heard in the street.

33 A bruised reed he shall not break,
and the smoking flax he shall not quench;

he shall bring forth justice faithfully.
44 He shall not be disheartened nor be discouraged,

until he has set justice in the earth;
and the coastlands shall wait for his law.

55 Thus says God the LORD ,
who created the heavens and stretched them out,
who spread forth the earth and that which comes

out of it,
who gives breath to the people on it,
and spirit to those who walk in it:

66 I the LORD have called You in righteousness,
and will hold Your hand,

and will keep You and appoint You
for a covenant of the people,
for a light of the nations,

77 to open the blind eyes,
to bring out the prisoners from the prison,
and those who sit in darkness out of the prison

house.
88 I am the LORD , that is My name;
and My glory I will not give to another,

nor My praise to graven images.
99 See, the former things have come to pass,
and new things I declare;

before they spring forth
I tell you of them.

A Song of PrA Song of Praiseaise
1010 Sing to the LORD a new song,
and His praise from the ends of the earth,

you who go down to the sea, and all that is in it,
the coastlands, and the inhabitants.

1111 Let the wilderness and the cities lift up their voicestheir voices ,
the villages that Kedar inhabits.

Let the inhabitants of Sela sing,
let them shout from the top of the mountains.

1212 Let them give glory to the LORD ,
and declare His praise in the islands.

1313 The LORD shall go forth like a mighty man;
He shall stir up zeal like a man of war.

He shall cry out, yes, raise a war cry;
He shall prevail against His enemies.

TheThe LLORDORD ’’s Help Is Prs Help Is Promisedomised
1414 I have for a long time held My peace;
I have been still and refrained Myself.

Now I will cry like a travailing woman;
I will destroy and devour at once.

1515 I will lay waste mountains and hills
and dry up all their vegetation,

and I will make the rivers islands,
and I will dry up the pools.

1616 I will bring the blind by a way that they did not
know;

I will lead them in paths that they have not known.
I will make darkness light before them
and crooked things straight.

These things I will do for them
and not forsake them.

1717 They shall be turned back, they shall be greatly
ashamed,

who trust in graven images,
who say to the molded images, “You are our gods.”

IsrIsrael’ael’s Disobediences Disobedience
1818 Hear, you deaf;
look, you blind, that you may see.

1919 Who is blind, but My servant?
Or deaf, as My messenger whom I sent?

Who is blind as he who is at peace with Mewith Me ,
and blind as the servant of the LORD ?

2020 You have seen many things, but you do not ob-
serve them;

your ears are open, but no one hears.
2121 The LORD is well pleased
for His righteousness’ sake
to magnify the law and make it honorable.

2222 But this is a people robbed and despoiled;
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they are all snared in holes,
and they are hidden in prison houses;

they are for a prey,
and no one delivers,

for a spoil,
and no one says, “Restore them.”

2323 Who among you will give ear to this?
Who will listen and hear for the time to come?

2424 Who gave up Jacob as spoil,
and Israel to the robbers?

Did not the LORD ,
against whom we have sinned?

For they would not walk in His ways,
nor were they obedient to His law.

2525 Therefore, He has poured on him the fury of His
anger

and the strength of battle;
and it has set him on fire all around, yet he did not

recognize it;
and it burned him, yet he laid it not to heart.

The Redeemer of IsrThe Redeemer of Israelael

But now, thus says the LORD
who created you, O Jacob,

and He who formed you, O Israel:
Do not fear, for I have redeemed you;
I have called you by your name; you are Mine.

22 When you pass through waters,
I will be with you.

And through the rivers,
they shall not overflow you.

When you walk through the fire,
you shall not be burned,
nor shall the flame kindle on you.

33 For I am the LORD your God,
the Holy One of Israel, your Savior;

I gave Egypt for your ransom,
Ethiopia and Seba in your place.

44 Since you were precious in My sight, you have been
honorable,

and I have loved you;
therefore, I will give men for you,
and people for your life.

55 Do not fear, for I am with you;
I will bring your descendants from the east,
and gather you from the west;

66 I will say to the north, “Give them up,”
and to the south, “Do not keep them back.

Bring My sons from afar,
and My daughters from the ends of the earth,

77 even everyone who is called by My name,
for I have created him for My glory;
I have formed him, and I have made him.”

88 Bring forth the blind people who have eyes,
and the deaf who have ears.

99 Let all the nations be gathered together,
and let the people be assembled.

Who among them can declare this,

and show us former things?
Let them bring their witnesses, that they may be jus-

tified;
or let them hear and say, “It is true.”

1010 You are My witnesses, says the LORD ,
and My servant whom I have chosen

that you may know and believe Me,
and understand that I am He.

Before Me there was no God formed,
nor shall there be after Me.

1111 I, even I, am the LORD ,
and besides Me there is no savior.

1212 I have declared, and have saved, and I have shown,
when there was no strange god among you;

therefore, you are My witnesses, says the LORD , that
I am God.

1313 Indeed, from eternity I am He;
there is no one who can deliver out of My hand;
I act, and who can reverse it?

1414 Thus says the LORD ,
your Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel:

For your sake I have sent to Babylon,
and have brought down all their nobles, and the

Chaldeans,
into the ships in which they rejoice.

1515 I am the LORD , your Holy One,
the Creator of Israel, your King.

1616 Thus says the LORD ,
who makes a way in the sea
and a path in the mighty waters,

1717 who brings forth the chariot and horse,
the army and the mighty men

(they shall lie down together, they shall not rise;
they are extinguished, they are quenched like a

wick):
1818 Do not remember the former things
nor consider the things of old.

1919 See, I will do a new thing,
now it shall spring forth; shall you not be aware of

it?
I will even make a way in the wilderness,
and rivers in the desert.

2020 The beast of the field shall honor Me,
the jackals and the owls,

because I give waters in the wilderness,
and rivers in the desert,

to give drink to My people, My chosen ones.
2121 This people I have formed for Myself;
they shall declare My praise.

Pleading With IsrPleading With Israelael
2222 But you have not called upon Me, O Jacob;
but you have been weary of Me, O Israel.

2323 You have not brought Me the sheep for your burnt
offerings,

nor have you honored Me with your sacrifices.
I have not burdened you with offerings,
nor wearied you with incense.
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2424 You have bought Me no sweet cane with money,
nor have you filled Me with the fat of your sacrifices;

but you have made Me burdened with your sins;
you have wearied Me with your iniquities.

2525 I, even I, am He who blots out
your transgressions for My own sake,
and will not remember your sins.

2626 Put Me in remembrance;
let us plead together;
state your causecause , that you may be justified.

2727 Your first father has sinned,
and your teachers have transgressed against Me.

2828 Therefore, I have profaned the princes of the sanc-
tuary,

and have given Jacob to the curse,
and Israel to reproaches.

God’God’s Blessing on Jacobs Blessing on Jacob

Yet now listen, O Jacob, My servant,
and Israel, whom I have chosen.

22 Thus says the LORD
who made you, and formed you from the womb,
who will help you:

Do not fear, O Jacob, My servant, and you,
Jeshurun, whom I have chosen.

33 For I will pour water on him who is thirsty,
and floods on the dry ground;

I will pour out My Spirit on your descendants,
and My blessing on your offspring;

44 and they shall spring up as among the grass,
as willows by the water courses.

55 One will say, “I am the LORD ’s”;
another will call himself by the name of Jacob;

and another will write on his hand, “Belonging to the
LORD ,”

and name himself by the name of Israel.

Idolatry CondemnedIdolatry Condemned
66 Thus says the LORD the King of Israel,
and his Redeemer the LORD of Hosts:

I am the first, and I am the last;
besides Me there is no God.

77 Who is like Me? Let him proclaim
and declare it, and recount it in order for Me,

since I appointed the ancient people.
And let them declare to them the things that are

coming,
and shall come.

88 Do not fear, nor be afraid;
have I not told you from of old, and declared it?
You are My witnesses!

Is there a God besides Me?
There is no Rock; I know not any.

99 Those who make a graven image are, all of them,
vain,

and their delectable things shall not profit;
and they are their own witnesses;

they do not see nor know, that they may be
ashamed.

1010 Who has formed a god or molded a graven image
that is profitable for nothing?

1111 All his companions shall be ashamed;
and the workmen, they are mere men.

Let them all be gathered together; let them stand up,
yet they shall fear; they shall be ashamed together.

1212 The smith with the tongs
both works in the coals

and fashions it with hammers,
and works it with the strength of his arms.

He becomes hungry, and his strength fails;
He drinks no water and is faint.

1313 The carpenter stretches out his measuring line;
he marks it out with a line;

he fits it with planes,
and he marks it out with the compass,

and makes it after the figure of a man,
according to the beauty of a man,
that it may remain in the house.

1414 He hews down cedars for himself,
and takes the cypress and the oak,

which he raises for himself among the trees of the
forest.

He plants a fir, and the rain makes it grow.
1515 Then it shall be for a man to burn,
for he will take some of it and warm himself;
he kindles it and bakes bread;

he also makes a god and worships it;
he makes it a graven image and bows down to it.

1616 He burns half of it in the fire;
over this half he eats meat;
he roasts it and is satisfied.

Also he warms himself and says,
“Aha, I am warm, I have seen the fire.”

1717 And the rest he makes into a god, even his carved
image.

He falls down to it, and worships it,
and prays to it, and says,
“Deliver me, for you are my god.”

1818 They have not known nor understood;
for He has shut their eyes so that they cannot see,
and their hearts so that they cannot understand.

1919 No one considers in his heart,
nor is there knowledge nor understanding to say,

“I have burned part of it in the fire;
I also have baked bread on the coals;
I have roasted meat and eaten it;

and shall I make the rest into an abomination?
Shall I fall down to a block of wood?”

2020 He feeds on ashes; a deceived heart has turned
him aside

so that he cannot deliver his soul, nor say,
“Is there not a lie in my right hand?”

IsrIsrael Not Forael Not Forgottengotten
2121 Remember these things, O Jacob,
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and Israel, for you are My servant;
I have formed you; you are My servant;
O Israel, you shall not be forgotten by Me.

2222 I have blotted out, as a thick cloud,
your transgressions, and your sins, as a cloud.

Return to Me,
for I have redeemed you.

2323 Sing, O heavens, for the LORD has done it.
Shout joyfully, you lower parts of the earth;

break forth into singing, you mountains,
O forest, and every tree in it.

For the LORD has redeemed Jacob,
and glorified Himself in Israel.

Jerusalem to Be InhabitedJerusalem to Be Inhabited
2424 Thus says the LORD ,
your Redeemer, and He who formed you from the

womb:
I am the LORD
who makes all things,
who stretches out the heavens alone,
who spreads abroad the earth by Myself,
2525 who frustrates the omens of the boasters
and makes fools out of diviners,

who turns wise men backward
and makes their knowledge foolish,

2626 who confirms the word of His servant
and performs the counsel of His messengers,

who says to Jerusalem, “You shall be inhabited,”
and to the cities of Judah, “You shall be built.”
And I will raise up her ruins again;

2727 it is I who says to the deep, “Be dried up!”
And I will dry up your rivers;

2828 it is I who says of Cyrus, “He is My shepherd,
and shall perform all My desire”;
and he declares to Jerusalem, “You shall be built,”
and to the temple, “Your foundation shall be laid.”

Cyrus, God’Cyrus, God’s Anointeds Anointed

Thus says the LORD to Cyrus, His anointed,
whose right hand I have held—

to subdue nations before him
and to loosen the loins of kings,

to open doors before him
so that the gates will not be shut:

22 I will go before you
and make the crooked places straight;

I will break in pieces the gates of bronze
and shatter the bars of iron.

33 And I will give you the treasures of darkness
and hidden riches of secret places

so that you may know that I, the LORD ,
who calls you by your name, am the God of Israel.

44 For Jacob My servant’s sake
and Israel My chosen one,

I have even called you by your name;
I have named you,

though you have not known Me.
55 I am the LORD and there is no other;
there is no God besides Me.

I strengthen you,
though you have not known Me,

66 so that they may know from the rising of the sun
and from the west

that there is no one besides Me.
I am the LORD , and there is no other;

77 I form the light and create darkness;
I make peace and create calamity;
I, the LORD , do all these things.

88 Drip down, O heavens, from above,
and let the clouds pour down righteousness;

let the earth open up,
and let them bring forth salvation,

and let righteousness spring up together.
I, the LORD have created it.

99 Woe to him who strives with his Maker,
the potsherd with the potsherds of the earth!

Shall the clay say to the potter,
“What are you making?”

Or the thing you are making say,
“He has no hands”?

1010 Woe to him who says to his father,
“What are you begetting?”

Or to the woman,
“To what are you giving birth?”

1111 Thus says the LORD ,
the Holy One of Israel and his Maker:

Ask Me of things to come
concerning My sons,
and you shall commit to Me the work of My hands.

1212 I have made the earth
and created man on it.

I, even My hands, have stretched out the heavens,
and I have ordained all their host.

1313 I have raised him up in righteousness,
and I will direct all his ways;

he shall build My city,
and he shall let My captives go,

neither for price nor reward,
says the LORD of Hosts.

The Only SaviorThe Only Savior
1414 Thus says the LORD :

The products of Egypt and merchandise of Ethiopia
and of the Sabeans—men of stature—

shall come over to you,
and they shall be yours;

they shall come after you;
in chains they shall come over,

and they shall fall down before you.
They shall make supplication to you, saying,

“Surely God is with you, and there is no other;
there is no other God.”

1515 Truly You are a God who hides Yourself,
O God of Israel, the Savior.
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1616 They shall be ashamed and also humiliated, all of
them;

the craftsmen of idols shall go away in confusion to-
gether,

1717 but Israel shall be saved by the LORD
with an everlasting salvation;

you shall not be ashamed nor humiliated
to all eternity.

1818 For thus says the LORD ,
who created the heavens,
who is God,

who formed the earth and made it,
who has established it,

who did not create it in vain,
who formed it to be inhabited:

I am the LORD ,
and there is no other.

1919 I have not spoken in secret
in a dark place of the earth;

I did not say to the descendants of Jacob,
“Seek Me in a waste place”;

I, the LORD , speak righteousness;
I declare things that are right.

2020 Assemble yourselves and come;
draw near together, you fugitives of the nations.

They have no knowledge who set up the wood of
their carved image,

and pray to a god that cannot save.
2121 Declare and set forth your case;
let them take counsel together.

Who has declared this from ancient times?
Who has told it from that time?

Have not I, the LORD ?
And there is no God besides Me,

a righteous God and Savior;
there is no other besides Me.

2222 Turn to Me and be saved,
all the ends of the earth.
For I am God, and there is no other.

2323 I have sworn by Myself,
the word has gone out of My mouth in righteous-

ness
and shall not return,

that to Me every knee shall bow,
every tongue shall take an oath.

2424 Surely, one shall say, “Only in the LORD
are righteousness and strength.”

Men shall come to him,
and all who are incensed at Him shall be ashamed.

2525 In the LORD shall all the seed of Israel
be justified and shall glory.

The Idols of BabThe Idols of Babylonylon

Bel bows down, Nebo stoops,
their idols are appointed to the beasts and the

cattle.
The things that you carry are burdensome;
they are a burden to the weary beast.

22 They stoop, they bow down together;
they could not deliver the burden,
but themselves have gone into captivity.

33 Listen to Me, O house of Jacob,
and all the remnant of the house of Israel,

who are borne by Me from birth
and are carried from the womb:

44 And even to your old age I am He,
and even to your graying years I will carry you;

I have done it, and I will bear you;
even I will carry, and will deliver you.

55 To whom will you liken Me, and make Me equal,
and compare Me that we may be alike?

66 They lavish gold out of the bag,
and weigh silver on the scales;

they hire a goldsmith, and he makes it a god;
they fall down and worship it.

77 They lift it on the shoulder, they carry it,
and they set it in its place, and it stands;
from its place it does not move.

If one shall cry to it, it cannot answer
nor save him out of his trouble.

88 Remember this, and show yourselves men;
bring it to mind again, O transgressors.

99 Remember the former things of old,
for I am God, and there is no other;
I am God, and there is no one like Me,

1010 declaring the end from the beginning,
and from ancient times the things that are not yet

done, saying,
“My counsel shall stand,
and I will do all My good pleasure,”

1111 calling a ravenous bird from the east,
the man who executes My counsel from a far coun-

try.
Indeed, I have spoken it; I will also bring it to pass.
I have purposed it; I will also do it.

1212 Listen to Me, you stubborn-hearted,
who are far from righteousness;

1313 I bring My righteousness near;
it shall not be far off,
and My salvation shall not tarry.

And I will grant salvation in Zion,
and My glory for Israel.

The Fall of BabThe Fall of Babylonylon

Come down, and sit in the dust,
O virgin daughter of Babylon;

sit on the ground; there is no throne,
O daughter of the Chaldeans.

For you shall no more be called
tender and delicate.

22 Take the millstones and grind meal.
Uncover your veil,

strip off the skirt, uncover the leg,
pass over the rivers.

33 Your nakedness shall be uncovered,
and your shame shall be seen;
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I will take vengeance,
and I will not meet you as a man.

44 As for our Redeemer, the LORD of Hosts is His
name,

the Holy One of Israel.
55 Sit silently, and go into darkness,
O daughter of the Chaldeans;

for you shall no more be called
the queen of kingdoms.

66 I was angry with My people;
I have polluted My inheritance

and given them into your hand.
You did not show them mercy;

on the aged
you have laid your yoke very heavily.

77 You said, “I shall be a queen forever,”
but you did not take these things to heart,
nor remember the outcome of them.

88 Therefore, now hear this, you who are given to plea-
sures,

who dwell carelessly,
who say in your heart,
“I am, and there is no one besides me;

I shall not sit as a widow,
nor shall I know the loss of children”;

99 but these two things shall come to you
in a moment, in one day,
the loss of children and widowhood.

They shall come upon you in their fullness
because of the multitude of your sorceries
and for the great abundance of your enchantments.

1010 For you have trusted in your wickedness;
you have said, “No one sees me”;

your wisdom and your knowledge have perverted
you;

and you have said in your heart,
“I am, and there is no one besides me.”

1111 Therefore, evil shall come upon you,
which you shall not know from where it rises.

And disaster shall fall upon you,
for which you shall not be able to atone.

And desolation shall come upon you suddenly,
which you shall not know.

1212 Stand fast now with your enchantments,
and with the multitude of your sorceries
in which you have labored from your youth.

Perhaps you shall be able to profit,
perhaps you may cause trembling.

1313 You are wearied in the multitude of your counsels;
let now the astrologers, the stargazers,

the monthly prognosticators stand up
and save you from these things that shall come up-

on you.
1414 Surely they shall be as stubble,
the fire shall burn them;

they shall not deliver themselves
from the power of the flame;

it shall not be coal to be warmed by

nor a fire to sit before.
1515 Thus those shall be to you
with whom you have labored,
even your merchants, from your youth;

they shall wander, everyone to his quarter.
No one shall save you.

IsrIsrael Refined for God’ael Refined for God’s Glorys Glory

Hear this, O house of Jacob,
who are called by the name of Israel,

and have come forth from the waters of Judah;
who swear by the name of the LORD ,
and invoke the God of Israel,
but not in truth or in righteousness;

22 for they call themselves after the holy city,
and lean on the God of Israel;
the LORD of Hosts is His name:

33 I have declared the former things from the begin-
ning;

and they went forth from My mouth, and I an-
nounced them.

Suddenly I did them, and they came to pass.
44 Because I knew that you are obstinate,
and your neck is an iron sinew,
and your brow bronze;

55 I have even from the beginning declared it to you;
before it came to pass I announced it to you,

lest you should say,
“My idol has done them,
and my carved image and my molded image has

commanded them.”
66 You have heard; see all this.
And will you not declare it?

I have shown you new things from this time,
even hidden things, and you did not know them.

77 They are created now and not from the beginning;
even before the day when you did not hear them,

lest you should say,
“Yes, I knew them.”

88 You have not heard, you have not known,
indeed, from long ago your ear has not been open.

For I knew that you would deal very treacherously,
and that from birth you have been called a rebel.

99 For My name’s sake I will defer My anger,
and for My praise I will restrain it for you
so that you are not cut off.

1010 See, I have refined you, but not with silver;
I have chosen you in the furnace of affliction.

1111 For My own sake, even for My own sake, I will do it;
for how can My nameMy name be polluted?
And I will not give My glory to another.

TheThe LLORDORD ’’s Call to Isrs Call to Israelael
1212 Listen to Me, O Jacob
and Israel, whom I called:

I am He;
I am the First, and I am the Last.
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1313 My hand also has laid the foundation of the earth,
and My right hand has spanned the heavens;

when I call to them,
they stand up together.

1414 Assemble, all of you, and listen.
Who among them has declared these things?

The LORD has loved him;
he will do His pleasure on Babylon,
and His arm shall be againstshall be against the Chaldeans.

1515 I, even I, have spoken,
and I have called him;

I have brought him,
and his way will prosper.

1616 Come near to Me, hear this:
I have not spoken in secret from the beginning;
from the time that it was, there I am.

And now the Lord GOD has sent me
and His Spirit.

1717 Thus says the LORD ,
your Redeemer, the Holy One of Israel:

I am the LORD your God,
who teaches you to profit,
who leads you in the way you should go.

1818 Oh, that you had listened to My commandments!
Then your peace would have been as a river
and your righteousness as the waves of the sea.

1919 Your descendants also would have been as the
sand

and your offspring like grains of sand;
their name would not have been cut off
nor destroyed from before Me.

2020 Go forth from Babylon!
Flee from the Chaldeans!

With a voice of singing declare,
proclaim this,

utter it even to the ends of the earth;
say, “The LORD has redeemed His servant Jacob.”

2121 They did not thirst when He led them through the
deserts;

He caused the waters to flow out of the rock for
them;
He also split the rock,
and the waters gushed out.

2222 “There is no peace,” says the LORD , “for the
wicked.”

The Servant of theThe Servant of the LLORDORD

Listen to me, O coastlands,
and pay attention, you peoples from afar.

The LORD called me from the womb;
from the body of my mother He named me.

22 He has made my mouth like a sharp sword;
in the shadow of His hand He has hidden me

and made me a select arrow;
in His quiver He has hidden me.

33 He said to me, “You are My servant,
Israel, in whom I will be glorified.”

44 Then I said, “I have labored in vain;

I have spent my strength for nothing and vanity,
yet surely the justice due to me is with the LORD ,
and my reward with my God.”

55 Now says the LORD ,
who formed me from the womb to be His servant,

to bring Jacob back to Him,
so that Israel might be gathered to Him

(yet I am honored in the eyes of the LORD ,
and my God is my strength),

66 He says,
“It is a light thing that you should be My servant
to raise up the tribes of Jacob
and to restore the preserved ones of Israel;

I will also make you a light to the nations
so that My salvation may reach to the ends of the

earth.”
77 Thus says the LORD ,
the Redeemer of Israel, and his Holy One,

to the despised one, to the one whom the nation ab-
hors,

to the servant of rulers:
“Kings shall see and arise,
princes also shall worship,

because of the LORD who is faithful
and the Holy One of Israel who has chosen you.”

The RestorThe Restoration of Isration of Israelael
88 Thus says the LORD :

In an acceptable time I have heard you,
and in a day of salvation I have helped you;

and I will preserve you, and give you
as a covenant of the people,

to restore the earth,
to make them inherit the desolate heritages,

99 saying to the prisoners, “Go forth,”
to those who are in darkness, “Show yourselves.”

They shall feed along the paths,
and their pastures shall be in all desolate heights;

1010 they shall not hunger nor thirst,
neither shall the heat nor sun strike them;

for He who has mercy on them shall lead them,
even by the springs of water He shall guide them.

1111 I will make all My mountains a road,
and My highways shall be raised up.

1212 See, these shall come from afar;
and these will comewill come from the north and from the

west,
and these from the land of Sinim.

1313 Sing, O heavens!
And be joyful, O earth!
And break forth into singing, O mountains!

For the LORD has comforted His people
and will have mercy on His afflicted.

1414 But Zion said, “The LORD has forsaken me,
and the Lord has forgotten me.”

1515 Can a woman forget her nursing child,
and have no compassion on the son of her womb?

Even these may forget,
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yet I will not forget.
1616 See, I have inscribed you on the palms of My handsMy hands

;
your walls are continually before Me;

1717 your builders hurry;
your destroyers and those who devastated you shall

depart from you.
1818 Lift up your eyes and look all around;
all these gather themselves together and come to

you.
As I live, says the LORD ,
you shall surely put on all of them as ornaments
and bind them on you as a bride does.

1919 For your waste and your desolate places,
and the land of your destruction,

shall even now be too narrow by reason of the inhabi-
tants,

and those who swallowed you up shall be far away.
2020 The children whom you shall have, after you
have lost the others, shall say again in your ears,

“The place is too cramped for me;
make room for me that I may dwell here.”

2121 Then you shall say in your heart,
“Who bore these for me,

since I have lost my children and am barren,
a captive and a wanderer?
And who has brought these up?

I was left alone;
from where did these come?”

2222 Thus says the Lord GOD :
See, I will lift up My hand to the nations
and set up My standard to the peoples;

and they shall bring your sons in their arms,
and your daughters shall be carried on their shoul-

ders;
2323 kings shall be your foster fathers
and their queens your nursing mothers;

they shall bow down to you with their faces toward
the ground

and lick up the dust of your feet.
And you shall know that I am the LORD ,
for those who wait for Me shall not be ashamed.

2424 Can the prey be taken from the mighty
or the captives of a tyrant be delivered?

2525 For thus says the LORD :
Even the captives of the mighty shall be taken away,
and the prey of the tyrant shall be delivered;

for I will contend with him who contends with you,
and I will save your sons.

2626 I will feed those who oppress you with their own
flesh,

and they shall be drunk with their own blood as with
sweet wine.
And all flesh shall know
that I, the LORD am your Savior
and your Redeemer, the Mighty One of Jacob.

The Servant, Hope of IsrThe Servant, Hope of Israelael

Thus says the LORD :
Where is the certificate of divorce

by which I sent your mother away?
Or to which of My creditors
did I sell you?

For your iniquities you were sold,
and for your transgressions your mother was sent

away.
22 Why, when I came, was there no man?
When I called, was there no one to answer?

Is My hand so short that it cannot redeem?
Or have I no power to deliver?

Indeed, at My rebuke I dry up the sea,
I make the rivers a wilderness;

Their fish stink because there is no water,
and die for thirst.

33 I clothe the heavens with blackness,
and I make sackcloth their covering.

44 The Lord GOD has given me the tongue of the
learned,

that I may know how to sustain him who is weary
with a word;
He awakens me morning by morning;
He awakens my ear to listen as the learned.

55 The Lord GOD has opened my ear,
and I was not rebellious,
nor did I turn back.

66 I gave my back to those who struck me,
and my cheeks to those who plucked out my beard;

I did not cover my face
from shame and spitting.

77 For the Lord GOD will help me;
therefore, I shall not be disgraced;

therefore, I have set my face like a flint,
and I know that I shall not be ashamed.

88 He who vindicates me is near;
who will contend with me?
Let us stand up to each other.

Who is my adversary?
Let him come near to me.

99 Certainly the Lord GOD will help me;
who is he who condemns me?

Indeed they all shall grow old as a garment;
the moth shall eat them up.

1010 Who among you fears the LORD ,
who obeys the voice of His servant,

who walks in darkness
and has no light?

Let him trust in the name of the LORD ,
and rely upon his God.

1111 But now, all you who kindle a fire,
who encompass yourselves with sparks:

Walk in the light of your fire
and among the sparks that you have ignited.

This you shall have from My hand:
You shall lie down in sorrow.
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The Eternal Salvation of ZionThe Eternal Salvation of Zion

Listen to Me, you who pursue righteousness,
you who seek the LORD :

Look to the rock from which you were hewn
and to the quarry from which you were dug.

22 Look to Abraham your father
and to Sarah who bore you;

for I called him alone,
and blessed him, and multiplied him.

33 For the LORD shall comfort Zion,
He will comfort all her waste places;

He will make her wilderness like Eden,
and her desert like the garden of the LORD ;

joy and gladness shall be found in it,
thanksgiving, and the voice of melody.

44 Listen to Me, O My people;
and give ear to Me, O My nation:

for a law shall proceed from Me,
and I will set My justice as a light of the peoples.

55 My righteousness is near,
My salvation has gone forth,
and My arms shall judge the peoples;

the coastlands shall wait for Me,
and for My arm they shall expectantly wait.

66 Lift up your eyes to the heavens,
and look on the earth beneath.

For the heavens shall vanish away like smoke,
and the earth shall grow old like a garment,
and those who dwell in it shall die in like manner;

but My salvation shall be forever,
and My righteousness shall not be abolished.

77 Listen to Me, you who know righteousness,
the people in whose heart is My law;

do not fear the reproach of men
nor be afraid of their revilings.

88 For the moth shall eat them up like a garment,
and the worm shall eat them like wool;

but My righteousness shall be forever
and My salvation from generation to generation.

99 Awake, awake, put on strength,
O arm of the LORD .

Awake as in the ancient days,
in the generations of old.

Was it not You who cut Rahab to pieces
and wounded the dragon?

1010 Was it not You who dried up the sea,
the waters of the great deep,

who made the depths of the sea a pathway
for the ransomed to pass over?

1111 Therefore, the redeemed of the LORD shall return
and come with singing to Zion,
and everlasting joy shall be upon their head.

They shall obtain gladness and joy,
and sorrow and mourning shall flee away.

1212 I, even I, am He who comforts you.
Who are you that you should be afraid of a man who

shall die,

and of the son of man who shall be made as grass,
1313 and forget the LORD your maker
who has stretched out the heavens
and laid the foundations of the earth?

And have feared continually every day
because of the fury of the oppressor
as he makes ready to destroy?

Yet where is the fury of the oppressor?
1414 The exile shall soon be freed,

and shall not die in the dungeon,
nor will his bread be lacking.

1515 But I am the LORD your God
who divided the sea whose waves roared;
the LORD of Hosts is His name.

1616 I have put My words in your mouth,
and I have covered you in the shadow of My hand

that I may plant the heavens,
and lay the foundations of the earth,
and say to Zion, “You are My people.”

The WThe Wrrath of God Ceasesath of God Ceases
1717 Awake, awake,
stand up, O Jerusalem,

you who have drunk at the hand of the LORD
the cup of His fury;

the cup of reeling
you have drained to the dregs.

1818 There is no one to guide her
among all the sons she has brought forth;

nor is there anyone to take hold of her hand
of all the sons that she has brought up.

1919 These two things have befallen you;
who shall be mournful for you?

Desolation, and destruction, and famine, and
sword—

how shall I comfort you?
2020 Your sons have fainted;
they lie at the head of all the streets
as an antelope in a net;

they are full of the fury of the LORD ,
the rebuke of your God.

2121 Therefore please hear this,
you afflicted who are drunk but not with wine.

2222 Thus says your Lord, the LORD ,
and your God who pleads the cause of His people:

See, I have taken out of your hand
the cup of reeling,

even the dregs of the cup of My fury;
you will never drink it again.

2323 But I will put it into the hand of those who afflict
you,

who have said to you,
“Lie down that we may walk over you.”

And you have laid your back as the ground
and as the street for those who walk on it.

Awake, awake!
Put on your strength, O Zion;

put on your beautiful garments,
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O Jerusalem, the holy city.
For the uncircumcised and the unclean
will no longer enter you.

22 Shake yourself from the dust;
arise, O captive Jerusalem.

Loose yourself from the bonds of your neck,
O captive daughter of Zion.

33 For thus says the LORD :
You were sold for nothing,
and you shall be redeemed without money.

44 For thus says the Lord GOD :
My people went down at the first into Egypt to so-

journ there;
then the Assyrian oppressed them without cause.

55 Now therefore, what do I have here, says the LORD
,
seeing that My people have been taken away for

nothing?
Those who rule over them make them wail,
says the LORD ,

and My name is continually blasphemed
all day long.

66 Therefore, My people shall know My name;
therefore, they shall know in that day

that I am He who does speak:
Here I am.

77 How beautiful upon the mountains
are the feet of him who brings good news,

who proclaims peace,
who brings good news of happiness,
who proclaims salvation,

who says to Zion,
“Your God reigns!”

88 Your watchmen lift up their voices;
they sing joyfully together;

for they shall see with their own eyes
when the LORD brings Zion back.

99 Break forth into joy, sing together,
you waste places of Jerusalem.

For the LORD has comforted His people;
He has redeemed Jerusalem.

1010 The LORD has bared His holy arm
in the eyes of all the nations,

and all the ends of the earth shall see
the salvation of our God.

1111 Depart, depart, go out from there,
touch no unclean thing;

go out of the midst of her; be clean,
you who bear the vessels of the LORD .

1212 For you shall not go out with haste
nor go by flight.

For the LORD will go before you,
and the God of Israel will be your rear guard.

The Suffering ServantThe Suffering Servant
1313 See, My servant shall deal prudently;
he shall be exalted and extolled, and be very high.

1414 Just as many were astonished at you,

his visage was so marred, more than any man,
and his form more than the sons of men;

1515 so he shall sprinkle many nations.
Kings shall shut their mouths at him;

for that which had not been told them they shall see,
and that which they had not heard they shall consid-

er.
Who has believed our report?

And to whom has the arm of the LORD been
revealed?

22 For he grew up before Him as a tender plant
and as a root out of a dry ground.

He has no form or majesty that we should look upon
him

nor appearance that we should desire him.
33 He was despised and rejected of men,
a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief.

And we hid, as it were, our faces from him;
he was despised, and we did not esteem him.

44 Surely he has borne our grief
and carried our sorrows;

Yet we esteemed him stricken,
smitten of God, and afflicted.

55 But he was wounded for our transgressions,
he was bruised for our iniquities;

the chastisement of our peace was upon him,
and by his stripes we are healed.

66 All of us like sheep have gone astray;
each of us has turned to his own way,

but the LORD has laid on him
the iniquity of us all.

77 He was oppressed, and he was afflicted,
yet he opened not his mouth;

he was brought as a lamb to the slaughter,
and as a sheep before its shearers is silent,
so he opened not his mouth.

88 By oppression and judgment he was taken away,
and who shall declare his generation?

For he was cut off out of the land of the living;
for the transgression of my people he was struck.

99 His grave was assigned with the wicked,
yet with the rich in his death,

because he had done no violence,
nor was any deceit in his mouth.

1010 Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise him; He has put
him to grief.

If he made himself as an offering for sin,
he shall see his offspring, he shall prolong his days,
and the good pleasure of the LORD shall prosper in

his hand.
1111 He shall see of the anguish of his soul
and be satisfied.

By his knowledge My righteous servant shall justify
the many,

for he shall bear their iniquities.
1212 Therefore, I will divide him a portion with the great,
and he shall divide the spoil with the strong,

because he poured out his soul to death,
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and he was numbered with the transgressors,
thus he bore the sin of many
and made intercession for the transgressors.

The CoThe Covenant of Peacevenant of Peace

Sing, O barren,
you who did not bear a child.

Break forth into singing and cry aloud,
you who did not travail with child.

For more are the children of the desolate
than the children of the married wife,
says the LORD .

22 Enlarge the place of your tent,
and let them stretch out the curtains of your habita-

tions;
spare not,

lengthen your cords,
and strengthen your stakes.

33 For you shall spread out to the right hand and to
the left,

and your descendants shall inherit the nations
and make the desolate cities to be inhabited.

44 Do not fear, for you shall not be ashamed nor be
humiliated;

for you shall not be put to shame,
for you shall forget the shame of your youth
and shall not remember the reproach of your wid-

owhood anymore.
55 For your Maker is your husband,
the LORD of Hosts is His name;

and your Redeemer is the Holy One of Israel;
He shall be called the God of the whole earth.

66 For the LORD has called you
as a woman forsaken and grieved in spirit,

and a wife of youth
when you were refused, says your God.

77 For a small moment I have forsaken you,
but with great mercies I will gather you.

88 In a little wrath
I hid My face from you for a moment;

but with everlasting kindness
I will have mercy on you,
says the LORD your Redeemer.

99 For this is as the waters of Noah to Me;
for as I have sworn that the waters of Noah should

no longer cover the earth,
so I have sworn that I would not be wrathful with you
nor rebuke you.

1010 For the mountains may be removed,
and the hills may shake,

but My kindness shall not depart from you,
nor shall My covenant of peace be removed,
says the LORD who has mercy on you.

1111 O afflicted one, tossed with tempest and not com-
forted,

I will lay your stones with fair colors
and lay your foundations with sapphires.

1212 I will make your windows of agates,

and your gates of crystal,
and all your borders of precious stones.

1313 All your sons shall be taught of the LORD ,
and great shall be the peace of your sons.

1414 In righteousness you shall be established;
you shall be far from oppression,
for you shall not fear,

and from terror,
for it shall not come near you.

1515 Indeed they shall surely assail you fiercely, but not
from Me.

Whoever assails you shall fall for your sake.
1616 See, I have created the smith
that blows the coals in the fire
and who brings forth an instrument for his work;

and I have created the destroyer in order to cause ru-
in.

1717 No weapon that is formed against you shall pros-
per,

and every tongue that shall rise against you in judg-
ment, you shall condemn.
This is the heritage of the servants of the LORD ,
and their vindication is from Me,
says the LORD .

The Invitation to the WThe Invitation to the Watersaters

Ho! Everyone who thirsts,
come to the waters;

and you who have no money,
come, buy and eat.

Come, buy wine and milk
without money and without price.

22 Why do you spend money for that which is not
bread,

and your labor for that which does not satisfy?
Listen diligently to Me, and eat what is good,
and let your soul delight itself in abundance.

33 Incline your ear, and come to Me.
Listen, so that your soul may live,

and I will make an everlasting covenant with you,
even the sure mercies of David.

44 See, I have given him as a witness to the people,
a leader and commander to the people.

55 Surely you shall call a nation that you do not know,
and nations that did not know you shall run to you

because of the LORD your God,
even the Holy One of Israel;
for He has glorified you.

66 Seek the LORD while He may be found,
call you upon Him while He is near.

77 Let the wicked forsake his way,
and the unrighteous man his thoughts;

and let him return to the LORD , and He will have
mercy upon him,

and to our God, for He will abundantly pardon.
88 For My thoughts are not your thoughts,
nor are your ways My ways,
says the LORD .

ISAIAH 54:2 523 ISAIAH 55:8



5656

5757

99 For as the heavens are higher than the earth,
so are My ways higher than your ways,
and My thoughts than your thoughts.

1010 For as the rain comes down,
and the snow from heaven,

and do not return there
but water the earth

and make it bring forth and bud
that it may give seed to the sower and bread to the

eater,
1111 so shall My word be that goes forth from My

mouth;
it shall not return to Me void,

but it shall accomplish that which I please,
and it shall prosper in the thing for which I sent it.

1212 For you shall go out with joy,
and be led out with peace;

the mountains and the hills
shall break forth into singing before you,

and all the trees of the field
shall clap their hands.

1313 Instead of the thorn shall come up the fir tree,
and instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle

tree;
and it shall be to the LORD for a memorial,
for an everlasting sign
that shall not be cut off.

Salvation for the NationsSalvation for the Nations

Thus says the LORD :
Preserve justice

and do righteousness,
for My salvation is about to come
and My righteousness to be revealed.

22 Blessed is the man who does this,
and the son of man who takes hold of it,

who keeps from polluting the Sabbath
and keeps his hand from doing any evil.

33 Do not let the son of the foreigner who has joined
himself to the LORD speak, saying,

“The LORD has utterly separated me from His peo-
ple”;
do not let the eunuch say,
“I am only a dry tree.”

44 For thus says the LORD :
To the eunuchs who keep My Sabbaths,
and choose the things that please Me,
and take hold of My covenant,

55 to them I will give in My house and within My walls
a memorial, and a name
better than that of sons and of daughters;

I will give them an everlasting name
that shall not be cut off.

66 Also the sons of the foreigner who join themselves
to the LORD

to serve Him,
and to love the name of the LORD ,
and to be His servants,

to everyone who keeps from polluting the Sabbath
and takes hold of My covenant,

77 even them I will bring to My holy mountain
and make them joyful in My house of prayer.

Their burnt offerings and their sacrifices
shall be accepted on My altar;

for My house shall be called
a house of prayer for all people.

88 The Lord GOD
who gathers the outcasts of Israel says,

Yet I will gather others to them
besides those who already are gathered to him.

God Accuses the WickedGod Accuses the Wicked
99 All you beasts of the field,
all you beasts in the forest, come to devour.

1010 His watchmen are blind;
they all are ignorant;

they all are dumb dogs,
unable to bark;

sleepers lying down,
who love to slumber.

1111 They are greedy dogs
which can never have enough,

and they are shepherds who cannot understand;
they all turn to their own way,
every one for his gain, from his territory.

1212 “Come,” thethey sayy say , “let us get wine,
and let us fill ourselves with strong drink;

and tomorrow shall be as today,
only more so.”

IsrIsrael’ael’s Futile Idolatrys Futile Idolatry

The righteous man perishes,
and no man lays it to heart;

and merciful men are taken away
while no one understands,

for the righteous man is taken away
from the evil to come.

22 He shall enter into peace;
they shall rest in their beds,
each one walking in his uprightness.

33 But draw near to here, you sons of a sorceress,
offspring of an adulterer and prostitute.

44 Whom do you mock?
Against whom do you open wide your mouth
and stick out your tongue?

Are you not children of transgression,
offspring of falsehood,

55 inflaming yourselves with idols
under every green tree,

slaying the children in the valleys
under the clefts of the rocks?

66 Among the smooth stones of the stream is your
portion;

they are your lot.
Even to them you have poured out a drink offering;
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you have offered a grain offering.
Should I relent concerning these things?

77 On a lofty and high mountain you have set your
bed;

even there you went up to offer sacrifice.
88 Behind the doors and the doorposts
you have set up your memorial;

far removed from Me, you have uncovered yourself;
you have enlarged your bed and made a covenant

with them;
you have loved their bed,
you have looked on their nakedness.

99 You went to the king with ointment,
and increased your perfumes,

and sent your messengers far off,
and made them go down to Sheol.

1010 You were wearied by the length of your road;
yet you did not say, “There is no hope.”

You have found renewed strength;
therefore, you did not faint.

1111 Of whom were you afraid or fearful
when you lied

and you did not remember Me,
nor give Me a thought?

Have I not held My peace for a long time
so that you do not fear Me?

1212 I will declare your righteousness, and your works,
yet they shall not profit you.

1313 When you cry out,
let your collection of idols deliver you.

But the wind shall carry them all away,
a breath shall take them away.

But he who puts his trust in Me
shall possess the land
and shall inherit My holy mountain.

Healing for the ContriteHealing for the Contrite
1414 And it shall be said,

“Build up, build up, prepare the way,
take up every stumbling block out of the way of My

people.”
1515 For thus says the High and Lofty One
who inhabits eternity, whose name is Holy:

I dwell in the high and holy place
and also with him who is of a contrite and humble

spirit,
to revive the spirit of the humble,
and to revive the heart of the contrite ones.

1616 For I will not contend forever,
nor will I always be angry;

for the spirit would grow faint before Me,
and the souls whom I have made.

1717 For the iniquity of his unjust gain I was angry and
struck him;

I hid My face and was wrathful,
and he went on turning away in the way of his heart.

1818 I have seen his ways but will heal him;

I will lead him and restore comfort to him and to his
mourners,

1919 by creating the fruit of the lips.
Peace, peace to him who is far off and to him who is

near,
says the LORD , and I will heal him.

2020 But the wicked are like the troubled
sea when it cannot rest,
whose waters cast up mire and dirt.

2121 There is no peace, says my God, for the wicked.

The Chosen FastThe Chosen Fast

Cry aloud, do not hold back;
lift up your voice like a trumpet,

and show My people their transgression
and the house of Jacob their sins.

22 Yet they seek Me daily
and delight to know My ways,

as a nation that has done righteousness
and has not forsaken the ordinance of their God.

They ask Me for the ordinances of justice;
they take delight in approaching God.

33 “Why have we fasted
and You do not see?

Why have we humbled ourselves
and You take no notice?”

Certainly, on the day of your fast you find your desire
and are exacting on all your laborers.

44 Certainly, you fast for strife and debate
and to strike with the fist of wickedness.

You do not fast as you do this day,
to make your voice to be heard on high.

55 Is it such a fast that I have chosen,
a day for a man to humble himself?

Is it to bow down his head as a bulrush,
and to spread out sackcloth and ashes under him?

Will you call this a fast
and an acceptable day to the LORD ?

66 Is not this the fast that I have chosen:
to loose the bonds of wickedness,
to undo the heavy burdens,

and to let the oppressed go free,
and break every yoke?

77 Is it not to divide your bread with the hungry
and bring the poor who are outcasts into your

house?
When you see the naked, to cover him
and not hide yourself from your own flesh?

88 Then your light shall break forth as the morning,
and your healing shall spring forth quickly,

and your righteousness shall go before you;
the glory of the LORD shall be your reward.

99 Then you shall call, and the LORD shall answer;
you shall cry, and He shall say, Here I am.

If you take away the yoke from your midst,
the pointing of the finger, and speaking wickedness,

1010 and if you give yourself to the hungry
and satisfy the afflicted soul,
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then your light shall rise in obscurity,
and your darkness shall become as the noonday.

1111 And the LORD shall guide you continually,
and satisfy your soul in drought,
and strengthen your bones;

and you shall be like a watered garden,
and like a spring of water, whose waters do not fail.

1212 Those from among you shall rebuild the old waste
places;

you shall raise up the foundations of many genera-
tions;
and you shall be called, the Repairer of the Breach,
the Restorer of Paths in which to Dwell.

1313 If because of the Sabbath you turn away your foot
from doing your pleasure on My holy day,

and call the Sabbath a delight,
the holy day of the LORD honorable,

and honor it, not doing your own ways,
nor finding your own pleasure, nor speaking your

own words,
1414 then you shall delight yourself in the LORD ,
and I will cause you to ride upon the high places of

the earth,
and feed you with the heritage of Jacob your father.
For the mouth of the LORD has spoken it.

The Consequence of SinThe Consequence of Sin

Certainly, the hand of the LORD is not so short
that it cannot save,

nor is His ear so dull that it cannot hear.
22 But your iniquities have made a separation between
you and your God,

and your sins have hidden His face from you
so that He will not hear.

33 For your hands are defiled with blood
and your fingers with iniquity;

your lips have spoken lies,
your tongue has muttered perverseness.

44 No one calls for justice,
nor does anyone plead for truth.

They trust in vanity and speak lies;
they conceive mischief and bring forth iniquity.

55 They hatch adders’ eggs
and weave the spider’s web;

he who eats of their eggs dies,
and that which is crushed breaks out into a viper.

66 Their webs shall not become garments,
nor shall they cover themselves with their works;

their works are works of iniquity,
and an act of violence is in their hands.

77 Their feet run to evil,
and they make haste to shed innocent blood;

their thoughts are thoughts of iniquity;
devastation and destruction are in their paths.

88 The way of peace they do not know,
and there is no justice in their ways;

they have made their paths crooked;
whoever walks in them does not know peace.

The Confession of SinThe Confession of Sin
99 Therefore, justice is far from us,
nor does righteousness overtake us;

we wait for light, but there is darkness,
for brightness, but we walk in gloom.

1010 We grope along the wall like the blind,
and we grope as if we had no eyes;

we stumble at noonday as in the night;
among those who are vigorous, we are as dead

men.
1111 We all roar like bears
and mourn sadly like doves;

we look for justice, but there is none;
for salvation, but it is far from us.

1212 For our transgressions are multiplied before You,
and our sins testify against us;

for our transgressions are with us.
And as for our iniquities, we know them:

1313 transgressing, and lying against the LORD ,
and departing away from our God,

speaking oppression and revolt,
conceiving and uttering from the heart words of

falsehood.
1414 Justice is turned backward,
and righteousness stands far off;

for truth is fallen in the street,
and equity cannot enter.

1515 Truth is lacking,
and he who departs from evil makes himself a prey.

The Redeemer of ZionThe Redeemer of Zion

Then the LORD saw it, and it displeased Him
that there was no justice.

1616 He saw that there was no man
and was astonished that there was no intercessor;

therefore, His own arm brought salvation to Him,
and His righteousness sustained Him.

1717 For He put on righteousness as a breastplate
and a helmet of salvation on His head;

He put on the garments of vengeance for clothing
and was clad with zeal as a cloak.

1818 According to their deeds,
accordingly He will repay:

fury to His adversaries,
recompense to His enemies;
to the islands He will make recompense.

1919 So shall they fear the name of the LORD from the
west

and His glory from the rising of the sun;
when the enemy shall come in like a flood,
the Spirit of the LORD shall lift up a standard against

him.
2020 The Redeemer shall come to Zion
and to those who turn from transgression in Jacob,
says the LORD .
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2121 As for Me, this is My covenant with them, says the
LORD : My Spirit who is upon you, and My words which
I have put in your mouth shall not depart out of your
mouth, nor out of the mouth of your descendants, nor
out of the mouth of your descendants’ descendants,
says the LORD , from this time forth and forever.

The Glory of ZionThe Glory of Zion

Arise, shine, for your light has come,
and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you.

22 For the darkness shall cover the earth
and deep darkness the peoples;

but the LORD shall rise upon you,
and His glory shall be seen upon you.

33 The nations shall come to your light
and kings to the brightness of your rising.

44 Lift up your eyes all around, and see:
They all gather themselves together; they come to

you;
your sons shall come from afar,
and your daughters shall be carried at your side.

55 Then you shall see and be radiant,
and your heart shall thrill and rejoice

because the abundance of the sea shall be converted
to you,

the wealth of the nations shall come to you.
66 The multitude of camels shall cover your landland ,
the young camels of Midian and Ephah;

all those from Sheba shall come;
they shall bring gold and incense
and shall bear good news of the praises of the LORD

.
77 All the flocks of Kedar shall be gathered together to

you,
the rams of Nebaioth shall minister to you;

they shall come up with acceptance on My altar,
and I will glorify My glorious house.

88 Who are these who fly as a cloud
and as the doves to their roosts?

99 Surely the coastlands shall wait for Me,
and the ships of Tarshish shall come first,

to bring your sons from afar,
their silver and their gold with them,

to the name of the LORD your God
and to the Holy One of Israel
because He has glorified you.

1010 The sons of foreigners shall build up your walls,
and their kings shall minister to you;

for in My wrath I struck you,
but in My favor I have had mercy on you.

1111 Therefore, your gates shall be open continually;
they shall not be shut day nor night,

so that men may bring to you the wealth of the na-
tions,

and that their kings may be brought.
1212 For the nation and kingdom that will not serve you

shall perish,
and those nations shall be utterly destroyed.

1313 The glory of Lebanon shall come to you,
the fir tree, the pine tree, and the box tree together,

to beautify the place of My sanctuary;
and I will make the place of My feet glorious.

1414 The sons also of those who afflicted you shall come
bowing before you,

and all those who despised you shall bow them-
selves down at the soles of your feet;
and they shall call you, The City of the LORD ,
the Zion of the Holy One of Israel.

1515 Whereas you have been forsaken
and hated so that no man went through you,

I will make you an eternal excellency,
a joy of many generations.

1616 You shall also suck the milk of the nations
and suck the breast of kings;

then you shall know that I, the LORD am your Savior
and your Redeemer, the Mighty One of Jacob.

1717 Instead of bronze I will bring gold,
and instead of iron I will bring silver;

and instead of wood, bronze;
and instead of stones, iron.

I will also make your officers peace
and your exactors righteousness.

1818 Violence shall no more be heard in your land,
nor devastation or destruction within your borders;

but you shall call your walls Salvation
and your gates Praise.

1919 The sun shall no longer be your light by day,
nor for brightness shall the moon give light to you;

but the LORD shall be an everlasting light to you
and your God for your glory.

2020 Your sun shall no more go down,
nor shall your moon wane;

for the LORD shall be your everlasting light,
and the days of your mourning shall end.

2121 Then all your people shall be righteous;
they shall inherit the land forever,

the branch of My planting,
the work of My hands,
that I may be glorified.

2222 A little one shall become a thousand,
and a small one a strong nation.

I, the LORD ,
will hasten it in its time.

TheThe LLORDORD ’’s Favors Favor

The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me
because the LORD has anointed me

to preach good news to the poor;
He has sent me to heal the broken-hearted,
to proclaim liberty to the captives,
and the opening of the prison to those who are

bound;
22 to proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD
and the day of vengeance of our God;

to comfort all who mourn,
33 to preserve those who mourn in Zion,

ISAIAH 59:21 527 ISAIAH 61:3



6262

6363

to give to them beauty
for ashes,

the oil of joy
for mourning,

the garment of praise
for the spirit of heaviness,

that they might be called trees of righteousness,
the planting of the LORD ,
that He might be glorified.

44 They shall build the old ruins;
they shall raise up the former desolations,

and they shall repair the waste cities,
the desolations of many generations.

55 Strangers shall stand and feed your flocks,
and the sons of the alien shall be your plowmen and

your vinedressers.
66 But you shall be named the priests of the LORD ;
men shall call you the ministers of our God.

You shall eat the riches of the nations,
and in their glory you shall boast.

77 Instead of your shame
you shall have double honor,

and instead of humiliation
they shall rejoice over their portion.

Therefore, in their land they shall possess a double
portion;

everlasting joy shall be theirs.
88 For I, the LORD , love justice,
I hate robbery in the burnt offering;

and I will faithfully give them their recompense
and make an everlasting covenant with them.

99 Their descendants shall be known among the na-
tions

and their offspring among the peoples.
All who see them shall acknowledge them
because they are the descendants whom the LORD

has blessed.
1010 I will greatly rejoice in the LORD ,
my soul shall be joyful in my God;

for He has clothed me with the garments of salva-
tion,

He has covered me with the robe of righteousness,
as a bridegroom decks himself with ornaments,
and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels.

1111 For as the earth brings forth her buds,
and as the garden causes the things that are sown

in it to spring forth,
so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise
to spring forth before all the nations.

The Salvation of ZionThe Salvation of Zion

For the sake of Zion I will not keep silent,
and for the sake of Jerusalem I will not rest

until her righteousness goes forth as brightness
and her salvation as a lamp that burns.

22 The nations shall see your righteousness,
and all kings your glory.

And you shall be called by a new name,

which the mouth of the LORD shall name.
33 You shall also be a crown of glory in the hand of the

LORD
and a royal diadem in the hand of your God.

44 You shall no more be termed Forsaken,
nor shall your land be termed Desolate;

but you shall be called My Delight Is In Her,
and your land Married;

for the LORD delights in you,
and your land shall be married.

55 For as a young man marries a virgin,
so your sons shall marry you;

and as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride,
so your God shall rejoice over you.

66 I have set watchmen on your walls, O Jerusalem,
who shall never hold their peace day nor night.

You who remind the LORD ,
do not keep silent;

77 give Him no rest until He establishes
and makes Jerusalem a glory in the earth.

88 The LORD has sworn by His right hand
and by His strong arm:

Surely I will no longer give your grain
as food for your enemies;

and the sons of the foreigners shall not drink your
wine

for which you have labored.
99 But those who have gathered it shall eat it
and praise the LORD ;

and those who have brought it shall drink it
in the courts of My sanctuary.

1010 Go through, go through the gates.
Prepare the way of the people;

build up, build up the highway.
Remove the stones;

lift up a standard over the peoples.
1111 The LORD has proclaimed
to the ends of the earth:

Say to the daughter of Zion,
“See, your salvation comes;

see, His reward is with Him,
and His recompense before Him.”

1212 They shall call them The Holy People,
the Redeemed of the LORD ;

and you shall be called Sought Out,
a City Not Forsaken.

The ReThe Revenge of Godvenge of God

“Who is this who comes from Edom
with dyed garments from Bozrah?

This one who is glorious in His apparel,
traveling in the greatness of His strength?”

“It is I who speak in righteousness,
mighty to save.”

22 “Why is Your apparel red,
and Your garments like him who treads in the wine

vat?”
33 “I have trodden the winepress alone;
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and from the peoples there was no one with Me.
For I will tread them in My anger,
and trample them in My fury,

and their blood shall be sprinkled upon My garments,
and I will stain all My raiment.

44 For the day of vengeance is in My heart,
and My year of redemption has come.

55 I looked and there was no one to help,
and I was astonished, and there was no one to up-

hold;
therefore, My own arm brought salvation to Me;
and My fury upheld Me.

66 I will tread down the peoples in My anger
and make them drunk in My fury,
and I will pour out their lifeblood on the earth.”

The MerThe Mercy of God Remembercy of God Remembereded
77 I will mention the steadfast love of the LORD
and the praises of the LORD ,
according to all that the LORD has bestowed on us,

and the great goodness toward the house of Israel,
which He has bestowed on them
according to His mercy,
and according to the multitude of His kindnesses.

88 For He said, “Surely they are My people,
sons who will not lie.”
So He became their Savior.

99 In all their affliction He was afflicted,
and the angel of His presence saved them;

in His love and in His mercy He redeemed them;
and He lifted them and carried them
all the days of old.

1010 But they rebelled
and grieved His Holy Spirit;

therefore, He turned Himself to be their enemy,
and He fought against them.

1111 Then His people remembered the days of old,
of Moses, saying:

Where is He who brought them up out of the sea
with the shepherds of His flock?

Where is He who put
His Holy Spirit in their midst,

1212 who led them with His glorious arm
by the right hand of Moses,

dividing the water before them,
to make Himself an everlasting name,

1313 who led them through the deep,
as a horse in the wilderness,
that they should not stumble?

1414 As the cattle which go down into the valley,
the Spirit of the LORD caused them to rest,

so You led Your people,
to make Yourself a glorious name.

A PrA Prayer of Penitenceayer of Penitence
1515 Look down from heaven and see,
from Your holy and glorious habitation.

Where are Your zeal and Your strength?
The stirrings of Your heart and Your mercies toward

me are restrained.
1616 For You are our Father,
though Abraham is ignorant of us
and Israel does not recognize us.

You, O LORD , are our Father, our Redeemer;
Your name is from everlasting.

1717 O LORD , why have You made us to err from Your
ways

and hardened our heart from fearing You?
Return for Your servants’ sake,
the tribes of Your inheritance.

1818 Your holy people possessed Your sanctuary for a lit-
tle while;

our adversaries have trodden it down.
1919 We have become
as those over whom You have never ruled,
as those who were not called by Your name.

Oh, that You would rend the heavens and come
down,

that the mountains might shake at Your presence,
22 as when the melting fire burns,
as the fire causes the waters to boil,

to make Your name known to Your adversaries,
that the nations may tremble at Your presence!

33 When You did awesome things for whichfor which we did not
look,

You came down; the mountains quaked at Your
presence.

44 For since the beginning of the world men have not
heard,

nor perceived by ear,
neither has the eye seen a God besides You,
who acts for the one who waits for Him.

55 You meet him who rejoices in doing righteousness,
those who remember You in Your ways.

Indeed, You were angry, for we had sinned;
in our sinsour sins we remained a long time,
and shall we be saved?

66 But we all are as an unclean thing,
and all our righteousness is as filthy rags;

and we all fade as a leaf,
and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away.

77 There is no one who calls on Your name,
who stirs up himself to take hold of You;

for You have hidden Your face from us
and have consumed us because of our iniquities.

88 But now, O LORD , You are our Father;
we are the clay, and You are our potter;
and we all are the work of Your hand.

99 Do not be wrathful beyond measure, O LORD ,
nor remember iniquity forever;

look upon us, we pray,
we all are Your people.

1010 Your holy cities are a wilderness;
Zion is a wilderness, Jerusalem a desolation.
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1111 Our holy and beautiful house where our fathers
praised You

is burned up with fire;
and all our precious things are laid waste.

1212 Will You refrain Yourself from these things, O LORD
?

Will You hold Your peace and afflict us beyond mea-
sure?

Judgment and SalvationJudgment and Salvation

I was sought by those who did not ask for Me;
I was found of those who did not seek Me.

I said, “Here I am, here I am,”
to a nation that did not call on My name.

22 I have spread out My hands all day
to a rebellious people

who walk in a way that was not good,
after their own thoughts;

33 a people who provoke Me continually
to My face,

presenting sacrifices in gardens
and burning incense on altars of brick;

44 who sit among the graves
and lodge in the monuments;

who eat swine’s flesh,
and the broth of abominable things is in their ves-

sels;
55 who say, “Stand by yourself; do not come near to

me,
for I am holier than you!”

These are smoke in My nose,
a fire that burns all day.

66 See, it is written before Me:
I will not keep silent, but I will recompense,
even recompense into their bosom,

77 your iniquities and the iniquities of your fathers to-
gether,

says the LORD ;
because they have burned incense on the mountains
and blasphemed Me on the hills,

therefore, I will measure their former work
into their bosom.

88 Thus says the LORD :
As the new wine is found in the cluster,
and one says, “Do not destroy it
for a blessing is in it,”

so I will do for the sake of My servants
that I may not destroy them all.

99 I will bring forth descendants from Jacob,
and out of Judah an inheritor of My mountains;

and My chosen ones shall inherit it,
and My servants shall dwell there.

1010 Sharon shall be a fold of flocks,
and the Valley of Achor a place for the herds to lie

down in,
for My people who seek Me.

1111 But you are those who forsake the LORD ,
who forget My holy mountain,

who prepare a table for Fortune,
and who furnish the drink offering for Destiny.

1212 I will destine you for the sword,
and you all shall bow down to the slaughter;

because when I called, you did not answer;
when I spoke, you did not hear

but did evil before My eyes
and chose that in which I did not delight.

1313 Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD :
My servants shall eat,
but you shall be hungry;

My servants shall drink,
but you shall be thirsty;

My servants shall rejoice,
but you shall be ashamed;

1414 My servants shall sing for joy
with a glad heart,

but you shall cry
with a heavy heart
and shall wail with grief of spirit.

1515 You shall leave your name
for a curse to My chosen ones;

for the Lord GOD shall slay you,
but My servants shall be called by another name;

1616 because he who is blessed in the earth
shall bless himself in the God of truth;

and he who swears in the earth
shall swear by the God of truth;

because the former troubles are forgotten
and because they are hidden from My eyes.

The NeThe New Crw Creationeation
1717 For I create
new heavens and a new earth;

the former things shall not be remembered
or come to mind.

1818 But be glad and rejoice forever
in that which I create;

for I create Jerusalem for rejoicing
and her people for joy.

1919 I will rejoice in Jerusalem
and be glad in My people;

and the voice of weeping shall no longer be heard in
her,

nor the voice of crying.
2020 There shall no longer be
an infant who lives only a fewho lives only a feww days
nor an old man who has not filled out his days.

For the child shall die
a hundred years old,

but the sinner being a hundred years old
shall be accursed.

2121 They shall build houses and inhabit them;
and they shall plant vineyards and eat the fruit of

them.
2222 They shall not build and another inhabit;
they shall not plant and another eat;

for as the days of a tree
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are the days of My people,
and My chosen ones shall long enjoy
the work of their hands.

2323 They shall not labor in vain
nor bring forth children for trouble;

for they are the descendants of the blessed of the
LORD

and their offspring with them.
2424 Before they call, I will answer;
and while they are yet speaking, I will hear.

2525 The wolf and the lamb shall feed together,
and the lion shall eat straw like the bull,
and dust shall be the serpent’s food.

They shall not hurt nor destroy
in all My holy mountain,
says the LORD .

TTrue Wrue Worshiporship

Thus says the LORD :
Heaven is My throne,

and the earth is My footstool.
Where then is the house that you could build for Me?
And where is the place of My rest?

22 For My hand made all those things,
thus all those things have come to be,
says the LORD .

But to this man I will look,
even to him who is poor and of a contrite spirit,
and trembles at My word.

33 He who kills a bull
is as if he kills a man;

he who sacrifices a lamb,
as if he breaks a dog’s neck;

he who offers a grain offering,
as if he offers swine’s blood;

he who burns incense,
as if he blesses an idol.

They have chosen their own ways,
and their soul delights in their abominations;

44 I also will choose their punishments
and will bring their fears on them,

because when I called, no one answered;
when I spoke, they did not listen;

but they did evil before My eyes
and chose that in which I did not delight.

The Vindication of ZionThe Vindication of Zion
55 Hear the word of the LORD ,
you who tremble at His word:

Your brothers who hate you,
who cast you out for My name’s sake, said,

“Let the LORD be glorified
that we may see your joy.”
Yet they shall be ashamed.

66 A voice of noise from the city,
a voice from the temple,

the voice of the LORD

who renders recompense to His enemies.
77 Before she was in labor,
she gave birth;

before her pain came,
she delivered a son.

88 Who has heard such a thing?
Who has seen such things?

Shall the earth be made to give birth in one day?
Shall a nation be born at once?

For as soon as Zion was in labor,
she brought forth her sons.

99 Shall I bring to the point of birth
and not cause delivery? says the LORD .

Shall I who cause delivery
shut the wombthe womb ? says your God.

1010 Rejoice with Jerusalem and be glad for her,
all you who love her;

rejoice exceedingly with her,
all you who mourn for her,

1111 that you may feed and be satisfied
with her consoling breasts,

that you may feed
and be delighted with the abundance of her bosom.

1212 For thus says the LORD :
I will extend peace to her like a river
and the glory of the nations like a flowing stream.

Then you shall nurse, you shall be carried on her
sides,

and dandled on her knees.
1313 As one whom his mother comforts,
so I will comfort you;
and you shall be comforted in Jerusalem.

God’God’s Reign and Final Judgments Reign and Final Judgment
1414 Then you shall see this, and your heart shall rejoice,
and your bones shall flourish like an herb;

and the hand of the LORD shall be known toward His
servants,

and His indignation toward His enemies.
1515 For the LORD shall come with fire
and with His chariots like a whirlwind,

to render His anger with fury
and His rebuke with flames of fire.

1616 For by fire and by His sword on all flesh,
the LORD shall execute judgment;
and the slain of the LORD shall be many.

1717 Those who sanctify themselves and purify them-
selves in the gardens behind one tree in the midst,
eating swine’s flesh, and abominable things, and mice
shall be consumed together, says the LORD .

1818 For I know their works and their thoughts. The
time shall come to gather all nations and tongues. And
they shall come and see My glory.

1919 I will set a sign among them, and send from them
survivors to the nations: to Tarshish, Pul, and
Lud—who draw the bow—to Tubal, and Javan, to the
coastlands afar off who have not heard My fame nor
seen My glory. And they shall declare My glory among
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the nations. 2020 They shall bring all your brothers out of
all nations as an offering to the LORD on horses, and
in chariots, and in litters, and on mules, and on swift
beasts to My holy mountain Jerusalem, says the LORD
, as the sons of Israel bring an offering in a clean ves-
sel into the house of the LORD . 2121 I will also take some
of them for priests and for Levites, says the LORD .

2222 For as the new heavens and the new earth which I
will make shall remain before Me, says the LORD , so

shall your descendants and your name remain.
2323 From one New Moon to another, and from one Sab-
bath to another, all flesh shall come to worship before
Me, says the LORD . 2424 And they shall go forth and look
on the corpses of the men who have transgressed
against Me. For their worm shall not die, nor shall
their fire be quenched. And they shall be an abhor-
rence to all flesh.
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JEREMIAHJEREMIAH
The book of Jeremiah announces the warning and judgment of Judah regarding the Babylonians. The prophet
Jeremiah is the author, and it was probably written between 630 and 580 BC. Jeremiah lived in Judah during his
early years of prophetic ministry, but later he was taken to Egypt, where he probably remained until his death.
Jeremiah is often called the “weeping prophet” because of his sorrow over the continual messages of God’s
judgment to the nation of Judah, starting with the reign of King Josiah in 627 BC and continuing until sometime
after the destruction of Jerusalem in 586 BC. He prophesied of the seventy years of captivity in Babylon. Howev-
er, Jeremiah also declared God’s desire for repentance and righteousness regarding individuals and nations. Je-
remiah was called not only “to root out and to pull down” but also “to build and to plant.” He prophesied of a
future day when God would write His law on human hearts.

The Commission of JerThe Commission of Jeremiahemiah

The words of Jeremiah the son of Hilkiah, of the
priests who were in Anathoth in the land of Ben-

jamin, 22 to whom the word of the LORD came in the
days of Josiah the son of Amon, king of Judah, in the
thirteenth year of his reign. 33 It came also in the days
of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah, to the
end of the eleventh year of Zedekiah the son of Josiah,
king of Judah, until the captivity of Jerusalem in the
fifth month.

44 Now the word of the LORD came to me, saying,
55 “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you;
and before you were born I sanctified you,
and I ordained you a prophet to the nations.”

66 Then I said, “Ah, Lord GOD ! Truly, I cannot speak,
for I am a youth.”

77 But the LORD said to me, “Do not say, ‘I am a
youth.’ For you shall go everywhere that I send you,
and whatever I command you, you shall speak. 88 Do
not be afraid of their faces. For I am with you to deliv-
er you,” says the LORD .

99 Then the LORD put forth His hand and touched my
mouth. And the LORD said to me, “Now, I have put My
words in your mouth. 1010 See, I have this day set you
over the nations and over the kingdoms, to root out
and to pull down, to destroy and to throw down, to
build and to plant.”

The Almond Rod and Boiling PotThe Almond Rod and Boiling Pot
1111 Moreover the word of the LORD came to me, say-

ing, “Jeremiah, what do you see?”
And I said, “I see a branch of an almond tree.”
1212 Then the LORD said to me, “You have seen well.

For I will hasten My word to perform it.”
1313 The word of the LORD came to me the second

time, saying, “What do you see?”
And I said, “I see a boiling pot, and it is facing away

from the north.”

1414 Then the LORD said to me: Out of the north
calamity will break forth on all the inhabitants of the
land. 1515 For I will call all the families of the kingdoms of
the north, says the LORD .
And they will come and they will set each one his

throne
at the entrance of the gates of Jerusalem,

and against all the walls all around,
and against all the cities of Judah.

1616 I will utter My judgments against them
concerning all their wickedness, whereby they have

forsaken Me
and have burned incense to other gods,
and have worshipped the works of their own hands.

1717 You therefore gird up your loins and arise, and
speak to them all that I command you. Do not be dis-
mayed at their faces, lest I confound you before them.
1818 For indeed, I have made you this day a fortified city
and an iron pillar and bronze walls against the whole
land, against the kings of Judah, against the officials,
against the priests, and against the people of the land.
1919 They will fight against you, but they will not prevail
against you, for I am with you, says the LORD , to de-
liver you.

God Pleads With IsrGod Pleads With Israel to Repentael to Repent

Moreover the word of the LORD came to me, say-
ing, 22 Go and proclaim in the ears of Jerusalem,

saying,
Thus says the LORD :
I remember you, the kindness of your youth,
the love of your espousals,

when you followed Me in the wilderness,
in a land that was not sown.

33 Israel is holy to the LORD ,
and the first fruits of His harvest.

All who eat of it will become guilty;
disaster will come upon them,
says the LORD .
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44 Hear the word of the LORD , O house of Jacob
and all the families of the house of Israel.

55 Thus says the LORD :
What iniquity have your fathers found in Me,
that they have gone far from Me,

and have walked after vanity
and have become vain?

66 They did not say, “Where is the LORD
who brought us up out of the land of Egypt,

who led us through the wilderness,
through a land of deserts and of pits,

through a land of drought and of the shadow of
death,

through a land that no man passed through and
where no man lived?”

77 And I brought you into a plentiful country
to eat its fruit and its goodness.

But when you entered, you defiled My land
and made My heritage an abomination.

88 The priests did not say,
“Where is the LORD ?”

And those who handle the law did not know Me;
the shepherds also transgressed against Me,

and the prophets prophesied by Baal
and walked after things that do not profit.

99 Therefore I will yet contend with you,
says the LORD ,
and with your sons’ sons I will contend.

1010 For pass over the coastlands of Cyprus and see,
and send to Kedar and consider diligently,
and see if there is such a thing.

1111 Has a nation changed their gods,
though they are not gods?

But My people have changed their glory
for that which does not profit.

1212 Be astonished at this, O heavens,
and be horribly afraid, be very desolate,
says the LORD .

1313 For My people have committed two evils.
They have forsaken Me,
the fountain of living waters,

and hewed out for themselves cisterns,
broken cisterns, that can hold no water.

1414 Is Israel a servant? Is he a homeborn slave?
Why has he been plundered?

1515 The young lions roared at him
and roared loudly,

and they made his land a waste;
his cities have been destroyed, without inhabitant.

1616 Also the men of Memphis and Tahpanhes
have shaved the crown of your head.

1717 Have you not brought this on yourself,
in that you have forsaken the LORD your God
when He led you in the way?

1818 And now what are you doing in the way of Egypt,
to drink the waters of the Nile?

Or what are you doing in the way of Assyria,
to drink the waters of the River?

1919 Your own wickedness will correct you,
and your backslidings will reprove you.

Know therefore and see
that it is an evil thing and bitter for you

to have forsaken the LORD your God,
and the fear of Me is not in you,
says the Lord GOD of Hosts.

2020 For long ago I have broken your yoke
and burst your bonds;
and you said, “I will not serve.”

For upon every high hill
and under every green tree
you wander, playing the harlot.

2121 Yet I had planted you a noble vine,
a wholly faithful seed.

How then have you turned
into the degenerate plant of a strange vine to Me?

2222 For though you wash yourself with lye,
and take much soap,
yet your iniquity is marked before Me,
says the Lord GOD .

2323 How can you say, “I am not polluted,
I have not gone after the Baals”?

See your way in the valley.
Know what you have done.

You are a swift young camel
entangling her ways,

2424 a wild donkey used to the wilderness
that sniffs the wind in her passion.
In the time of her heat, who can turn her away?

All those who seek her will not weary themselves;
in her month they shall find her.

2525 Withhold your foot from being unshod
and your throat from thirst.

But you said, “There is no hope. No!
For I have loved strangers,
and after them I will go.”

2626 As the thief is ashamed when he is found,
so is the house of Israel ashamed.

They, their kings, their officials,
and their priests, and their prophets

2727 say to a tree, “You are my father.”
And to a stone, “You gave birth to me.”

For they have turned their back to Me,
and not their face.

But in the time of their trouble they will say,
“Arise and save us.”

2828 But where are your gods that you have made for
yourself?

Let them arise, if they can save you
in the time of your trouble;

for according to the number of your cities
are your gods, O Judah.

2929 Why will you plead with Me?
You all have transgressed against Me,
says the LORD .

3030 In vain I have smitten your children;
they received no correction.
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Your own sword has devoured your prophets
like a destroying lion.

3131 O generation, consider the word of the LORD :
Have I been a wilderness to Israel?
A land of darkness?

Why do My people say, “We arare fre freeee to roam.
We will come no more to You”?

3232 Can a virgin forget her ornaments,
or a bride her attire?

Yet My people have forgotten Me
for days without number.

3333 You prepare your way very well to seek love.
Therefore you have also taught the wicked women

your ways.
3434 Also in your skirts is found
the blood of the souls of the innocent poor.
I have not found it by breaking in,

but in spite of all these things.
3535 Yet you say, “Because I am innocent,
surely His anger shall turn away from me.”

Now I will plead with you,
because you say, “I have not sinned.”

3636 Why do you go about so much
to change your way?

You also shall be ashamed of Egypt,
as you were ashamed of Assyria.

3737 Indeed, you shall go forth from him
with your hands upon your head;

for the LORD has rejected those in whom you trust,
and you shall not prosper in them.

Unfaithful IsrUnfaithful Israelael

If a man divorces his wife,
and she goes from him and becomes another

man’s,
shall he return to her again?
Shall not that land be greatly polluted?

But you have played the harlot with many lovers;
yet return again to Me,
says the LORD .

22 Lift up your eyes to the high places,
and see! Where have you not been ravished?

In the roads you have sat for them
as the Arabian in the wilderness.

And you have polluted the land
with your harlotry and with your wickedness.

33 Therefore the showers have been withheld,
and there has been no latter rain.

And you had a harlot’s forehead;
you refused to be ashamed.

44 Shall you not from this time cry to Me,
“My Father, You are the guide of my youth?

55 Shall He reserve His anger forever?
Shall He keep it to the end?”

Indeed, you have spoken
and done evil things as you could.

A Call to RepentanceA Call to Repentance
66 The LORD said also to me in the days of Josiah the

king: Have you seen that which backsliding Israel has
done? She has gone up on every high mountain and
under every green tree, and there has played the har-
lot. 77 I said after she had done all these things, “Turn to
Me.” But she did not return. And her treacherous sis-
ter Judah saw it. 88 I saw that for all the adulteries of
backsliding Israel, I had put her away and given her a
bill of divorce. Yet her treacherous sister Judah did not
fear, but went and played the harlot also. 99 Through
the lightness of her harlotry she defiled the land and
committed adultery with stones and with trees. 1010 Yet
for all this, her treacherous sister Judah has not turned
to Me with her whole heart, but feignedly, says the
LORD .

God Invites RepentanceGod Invites Repentance
1111 The LORD said to me: Backsliding Israel has

proved herself more righteous than treacherous Ju-
dah. 1212 Go and proclaim these words toward the north,
and say:
Return, backsliding Israel, says the LORD ,
and I will not cause My anger to fall on you.

For I am merciful, says the LORD ,
and I will not keep anger forever.

1313 Only acknowledge your iniquity,
that you have transgressed against the LORD your

God
and have scattered your ways to the strangers
under every green tree,
and you have not obeyed My voice,
says the LORD .

1414 Return, O backsliding sons, says the LORD . For I
am married to you. And I will take you, one from a city
and two from a family, and I will bring you to Zion.
1515 And I will give you shepherds according to My heart,
who shall feed you with knowledge and understand-
ing. 1616 It shall come to pass when you are multiplied
and increased in the land in those days, says the LORD
, they will say no more, “The ark of the covenant of the
LORD .” And it will not come to mind, nor will they re-
member it, nor will they call for it, nor will it be made
any more. 1717 At that time they will call Jerusalem, the
Throne of the LORD , and all the nations will be gath-
ered to it, to Jerusalem, for the name of the LORD ; nor
will they walk any more after the stubbornness of their
evil hearts. 1818 In those days the house of Judah will
walk with the house of Israel, and they will come to-
gether out of the land of the north to the land that I
have given to your fathers for an inheritance.

1919 But I said:
How can I put you among My sons
and give you a pleasant land,
the most beautiful heritage of the nations?

And I said: You shall call Me, My Father,
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and shall not turn away from Me.
2020 Surely as a wife treacherously departs from her

husband,
so you have dealt treacherously with Me, O house of

Israel,
says the LORD .

2121 A voice was heard upon the high places,
the weeping and the supplications of the sons of Is-

rael,
because they have perverted their way,
they have forgotten the LORD their God.

2222 Return, O backsliding sons,
and I will heal your backslidings.

“We come to You;
for You are the LORD our God.

2323 Truly in vain is salvation hoped for from the hills,
and from the multitude of mountains.

Truly, in the LORD our God
is the salvation of Israel.

2424 For shame has devoured the labor
of our fathers from our youth,

their flocks and their herds,
their sons and their daughters.

2525 We lie down in our shame,
and our humiliation covers us.

For we have sinned against the LORD our God,
we and our fathers,

from our youth even to this day,
and have not obeyed the voice of the LORD our

God.”

Judah ThrJudah Threatened With Invasioneatened With Invasion

If you will return, O Israel,
says the LORD ,

return to Me.
And if you will put away your abominations out of My

sight,
then you shall not be moved.

22 You shall swear, “As the LORD lives,”
in truth, in justice, and in righteousness;

then the nations shall bless themselves in Him,
and in Him they shall glory.

33 For thus says the LORD to the men of Judah and
Jerusalem:
Break up your fallow ground,
and do not sow among thorns.

44 Circumcise yourselves to the LORD ,
and take away the foreskins of your heart,
you men of Judah and inhabitants of Jerusalem,

lest My fury come forth like fire,
and burn so that no one can quench it,
because of the evil of your deeds.

55 Declare in Judah and publish in Jerusalem, and say:
Blow the trumpet in the land.

Cry aloud and say,
“Assemble yourselves,
and let us go into the fortified cities.”

66 Set up the standard toward Zion.

Seek refuge, do not delay.
For I will bring disaster from the north,
and a great destruction.

77 The lion has come up from his thicket,
and the destroyer of the nations is on his way.

He has gone forth from his place
to make your land desolate.

And your cities shall be laid waste
without an inhabitant.

88 For this gird yourself with sackcloth,
lament and howl.

For the fierce anger of the LORD
is not turned back from us.

99 It shall come to pass in that day, says the LORD ,
that the heart of the king will fail and the heart of

the officials;
and the priests will be astonished
and the prophets will wonder.

1010 Then I said, “Ah, Lord GOD ! Surely You have great-
ly deceived this people and Jerusalem, saying, ‘You
shall have peace,’ whereas the sword reaches the
throat.”

1111 At that time it will be said to this people and to
Jerusalem: A dry wind of the high places in the wilder-
ness toward the daughter of My people, not to fan or
to cleanse, 1212 even a full wind from those places, will
come to Me. Now also I will pronounce judgments
against them.

1313 Look! He shall come up as clouds,
and his chariots shall be as a whirlwind.

His horses are swifter than eagles.
Woe to us, for we are ruined!

1414 O Jerusalem, wash your heart from wickedness,
that you may be saved.

How long shall your evil thoughts lodge within you?
1515 For a voice declares from Dan,
and publishes wickedness from Mount Ephraim:

1616 “Report it to the nations, now!”
Indeed, proclaim against Jerusalem:

“Besiegers come from a far country,
and lift their voices against the cities of Judah.

1717 As watchmen of a field, they are against her all
around,

because she has been rebellious against Me,
says the LORD .

1818 Your way and your deeds
have procured these things to you.

This is your wickedness.
How bitter it is!
How it touches your heart!”

SorrSorroow for a Doomed Nationw for a Doomed Nation
1919 My soul, my soul!
I am pained at my very heart.

My heart makes a noise in me.
I cannot hold my peace,

because you have heard, O my soul,
the sound of the trumpet, the alarm of war.
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2020 Destruction upon destruction is proclaimed,
for the whole land is devastated.

Suddenly are my tents devastated,
and my curtains in a moment.

2121 How long shall I see the standard
and hear the sound of the trumpet?

2222 “For My people are foolish,
they have not known Me.

They are foolish children,
and they have no understanding.

They are wise to do evil,
but to do good they have no knowledge.”

2323 I looked on the earth,
and it was without form and void.

And to the heavens,
and they had no light.

2424 I looked on the mountains,
and they trembled,
and all the hills moved to and fro.

2525 I looked, and there was no man,
and all the birds of the heavens had fled.

2626 I looked, and the fruitful place was a wilderness,
and all the cities were broken down
at the presence of the LORD , and by His fierce

anger.
2727 For thus says the LORD :

The whole land shall be desolate.
Yet I will not make a full end.

2828 For this the earth shall mourn,
and the heavens above be black,

because I have spoken it, I have purposed it,
and will not relent, nor will I turn back from it.

2929 The whole city shall flee
for the noise of the horsemen and bowmen.

They shall go into thickets
and climb up upon the rocks.

Every city shall be forsaken,
and not a man dwell in it.

3030 When you are devastated, what will you do?
Though you clothe yourself with crimson,
though you deck yourself with ornaments of gold,

though you enlarge your eyes with paint,
in vain you will make yourself fair.

Your lovers will despise you;
they will seek your life.

3131 For I have heard a voice as of a woman in labor,
and the anguish as of her who brings forth her first

child,
the voice of the daughter of Zion,
that bewails herself, that spreads her hands, saying,

“Ah, woe is me,
for my soul is wearied because of murderers.”

The Justice of God’The Justice of God’s Judgments Judgment

Run to and fro through the streets of Jerusalem,
see now and know;

seek in the open places
if you can find a man,

if there is any who executes justice, who seeks the
truth,

that I may pardon her.
22 Though they say, “The LORD lives,”
surely they swear falsely.

33 O LORD , are not Your eyes upon the truth?
You have stricken them, but they have not grieved.
You have consumed them, but they have refused to

receive correction.
They have made their faces harder than a rock;
they have refused to return.

44 Therefore I said, “Surely these are the poor.
They are foolish;

for they know not the way of the LORD
or the judgment of their God.

55 I will go to the great men
and will speak to them,

for they have known the way of the LORD
and the judgment of their God.”

But these have altogether broken the yoke
and burst the bonds.

66 Therefore a lion out of the forest will slay them,
and a wolf from the deserts will destroy them;

a leopard will watch over their cities.
Everyone who goes out from there will be torn in

pieces,
because their transgressions are many
and their backslidings have increased.

77 How shall I pardon you for this?
Your children have forsaken Me
and sworn by those who are not gods.

When I had fed them to the full,
then they committed adultery
and assembled themselves by troops in the harlots’

houses.
88 They were as fed horses in the morning;
everyone neighed after his neighbor’s wife.

99 Shall I not punish for these things? says the LORD ,
and shall not My soul be avenged on such a nation

as this?
1010 Go up upon her walls and destroy,
but make not a full end.

Take away her battlements.
For they are not the LORD ’s.

1111 For the house of Israel and the house of Judah
have dealt very treacherously against Me,
says the LORD .

1212 They have lied about the LORD ,
and said, “Not He.

Neither shall evil come upon us,
nor shall we see sword or famine.”

1313 And the prophets shall become wind,
and the word is not in them.
Thus it shall be done to them!

1414 Therefore thus says the LORD God of Hosts:
Because you speak this word,
indeed I will make My words in your mouth fire
and this people wood, and it shall devour them.
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1515 Truly, I will bring a nation upon you from far,
O house of Israel, says the LORD .

It is a mighty nation, it is an ancient nation,
a nation whose language you do not know,
nor do you understand what they say.

1616 Their quiver is as an open sepulcher,
they all are mighty men.

1717 They will eat up your harvest and your bread
which your sons and your daughters should eat.

They will eat up your flocks and your herds;
they will eat up your vines and your fig trees;

they will impoverish your fenced cities,
in which you trusted, with the sword.

1818 Nevertheless in those days, says the LORD , I will
not make a full end of you. 1919 It shall come to pass
when they say, “Why does the LORD our God do all
these things to us?” then you shall answer them, “As
you have forsaken Me and served strange gods in
your land, so you will serve strangers in a land that is
not yours.”

2020 Declare this in the house of Jacob
and publish it in Judah, saying:

2121 Hear this now, O foolish people and without under-
standing,

who have eyes but do not see,
who have ears but do not hear.

2222 Do you not fear Me? says the LORD .
Will you not tremble at My presence?

For I have placed the sand for the boundary of the
sea

by a perpetual decree so that it cannot pass over it.
And though the waves toss themselves, yet they can-

not prevail;
though they roar, yet they cannot pass over it.

2323 But this people has a revolting and a rebellious
heart;

they have revolted and gone aside.
2424 They do not say in their heart,
“Let us now fear the LORD our God,

who gives rain, both the former and the latter, in its
season.

He reserves for us the appointed weeks of the har-
vest.”

2525 Your iniquities have turned away these things,
and your sins have withheld good things from you.

2626 For among My people are found wicked men.
They lie in wait, as he who sets snares;
they set a trap, they catch men.

2727 As a cage is full of birds,
so are their houses full of deceit.

Therefore they have become great and rich.
2828 They are fat, they are sleek.

Indeed, they excel in deeds of wickedness.
They do not judge the cause of the fatherless, so

that they may prosper;
and the right of the needy they do not defend.

2929 Shall I not punish them for these things?
says the LORD .

Shall not My soul be avenged
on such a nation as this?

3030 An appalling and horrible thing
has been committed in the land.

3131 The prophets prophesy falsely,
and the priests rule by their own authority;

and My people love to have it so.
Yet what will you do in the end?

Siege of JerusalemSiege of Jerusalem

O sons of Benjamin, gather yourselves
to flee from the midst of Jerusalem,

and blow the trumpet in Tekoa,
and set up a sign of fire in Beth Hakkerem;

for disaster appears out of the north,
and great destruction.

22 I have likened the daughter of Zion
to a comely and delicate woman.

33 The shepherds with their flocks will come to her.
They will pitch their tents against her all around.
They will pasture each in his place.

44 “Prepare war against her;
arise, and let us go up at noon.”

“Woe to us, for the day declines,
for the shadows of the evening are stretched out.”

55 “Arise, and let us go by night
and let us destroy her palaces.”

66 For thus says the LORD of Hosts:
Hew down trees
and build a mound against Jerusalem.

This is the city to be punished.
She isis full of oppression in her midst.

77 As a fountain casts out her waters,
so she casts out her wickedness.

Violence and devastation are heard in her;
before Me continually are grief and wounds.

88 Be instructed, O Jerusalem,
lest My soul depart from you;

lest I make you desolate,
a land not inhabited.

99 Thus says the LORD of Hosts:
They will thoroughly glean
the remnant of Israel as a vine.

Turn back your hand
as a grape gatherer into the baskets.

1010 To whom shall I speak and give warning
that they may hear?

See, their ears are closed,
and they cannot listen.

Indeed, the word of the LORD is a reproach to them;
they have no delight in it.

1111 Therefore I am full of the fury of the LORD ;
I am weary with holding in.

I will pour it out upon the children in the street
and upon the assembly of young men together;

for even the husband with the wife shall be taken,
the aged with him who is full of days.

1212 Their houses shall be turned to others,

JEREMIAH 5:15 538 JEREMIAH 6:12



77

with their fields and wives together;
for I will stretch out My hand
upon the inhabitants of the land,
says the LORD .

1313 For from the least of them even to the greatest of
them,

everyone is given to covetousness.
And from the prophet even to the priest,
everyone deals falsely.

1414 They have healed also the brokenness
of the daughter of My people superficially,

saying, “Peace, peace,”
when there is no peace.

1515 Were they ashamed when they had committed
abomination?

They were not at all ashamed,
nor could they blush.

Therefore they shall fall among those who fall;
at the time that I punish them they shall be cast

down,
says the LORD .

1616 Thus says the LORD
Stand in the ways and see,
and ask for the old paths

where the good way is and walk in it,
and you shall find rest for your souls.
But they said, “We will not walk in it.”

1717 Also I set watchmen over you, saying,
“Listen to the sound of the trumpet.”
But they said, “We will not listen.”

1818 Therefore hear, O nations,
and know, O congregation,
what is among them.

1919 Hear, O earth.
I will bring calamity on this people,
even the fruit of their thoughts,

because they have not listened to My words,
nor to My law, but rejected it.

2020 To what purpose does incense from Sheba come to
Me,

and the sweet cane from a far country?
Your burnt offerings are not acceptable,
nor are your sacrifices sweet to Me.

2121 Therefore thus says the LORD :
See, I will lay stumbling blocks before this people,
and the fathers and the sons together will fall upon

them.
The neighbor and his friend will perish.

2222 Thus says the LORD :
See, a people comes
from the north country,

and a great nation will be raised
from the remote parts of the earth.

2323 They will lay hold on bow and spear;
they are cruel and have no mercy.

Their voice roars like the sea,
and they ride upon horses,

set in array as men for war

against you, O daughter of Zion.
2424 “We have heard the report of it;
our hands grow feeble.

Anguish has taken hold of us,
and pain as of a woman in labor.

2525 Do not go out into the field,
nor walk on the road.

For the sword of the enemy
and terror is on every side.”

2626 O daughter of my people, gird yourself with sack-
cloth

and wallow in ashes.
Mourn as for an only son,
a most bitter lamentation;

for the destroyer
shall suddenly come upon us.

2727 I have set you as an assayer
and fortress among My people

that you may know
and try their way.

2828 They all are stubborn rebels
walking about practicing slander.

They are bronze and iron;
they all are corrupters.

2929 The bellows blow fiercely,
the lead is consumed by the fire;

the founder melts in vain,
for the wicked are not plucked away.

3030 Men will call them rejected silver,
because the LORD has rejected them.

False TFalse Trust in the Trust in the Templeemple

The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD ,
saying: 22 Stand in the gate of the house of the

LORD and proclaim there this word:
Hear the word of the LORD , all you of Judah, who

enter at these gates to worship the LORD . 33 Thus says
the LORD of Hosts, the God of Israel: Amend your
ways and your deeds, and I will cause you to dwell in
this place. 44 Do not trust in lying words, saying, “The
temple of the LORD , the temple of the LORD , the
temple of the LORD .” 55 For if you thoroughly amend
your ways and your deeds, if you thoroughly execute
justice between a man and his neighbor, 66 if you do
not oppress the stranger, the fatherless, and the wid-
ow, and do not shed innocent blood in this place, or
walk after other gods to your harm, 77 then I will cause
you to dwell in this place, in the land that I gave to
your fathers, forever and ever. 88 Indeed, you trust in ly-
ing words that cannot profit.

99 Shall you steal, murder, and commit adultery, and
swear falsely, and burn incense to Baal, and walk after
other gods whom you do not know, 1010 and come and
stand before Me in this house, which is called by My
name, and say, “We are delivered,” so that you may do
all these abominations? 1111 Has this house, which is
called by My name, become a den of robbers in your
eyes? Certainly, even I have seen it, says the LORD .
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1212 But go now to My place which was in Shiloh, where
I set My name at the first, and see what I did to it for
the wickedness of My people Israel. 1313 And now, be-
cause you have done all these works, says the LORD ,
and I spoke to you, rising up early and speaking, but
you did not hear, and I called you, but you did not an-
swer, 1414 therefore I will do to this house, which is called
by My name, in which you trust, and to the place
which I gave to you and to your fathers, as I have
done to Shiloh. 1515 I will cast you out of My sight as I
have cast out all your brothers, even the whole seed of
Ephraim.

1616 As for you, do not pray for this people, nor lift up a
cry nor prayer for them, nor make intercession to Me,
for I will not hear you. 1717 Do you not see what they do
in the cities of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem?
1818 The children gather wood, and the fathers kindle the
fire, and the women knead their dough, to make cakes
to the queen of heaven, and to pour out drink offer-
ings to other gods, that they may provoke Me to
anger. 1919 Do they provoke Me to anger? says the LORD
. Do they not provoke themselves to the shame of
their own faces?

2020 Therefore thus says the Lord GOD : My anger and
My fury will be poured out upon this place, upon man
and upon beast, and upon the trees of the field, and
upon the fruit of the ground; and it shall burn, and
shall not be quenched.

2121 Thus says the LORD of Hosts, the God of Israel:
Add your burnt offerings to your sacrifices and eat
flesh. 2222 For I spoke not to your fathers, nor command-
ed them in the day that I brought them out of the land
of Egypt, concerning burnt offerings or sacrifices.
2323 But this thing I commanded them, saying, “Obey My
voice, and I will be your God, and you shall be My peo-
ple. And walk in all the ways that I have commanded
you, that it may be well with you.” 2424 But they did not
listen, nor incline their ear, but walked in the counsels
and in the imagination of their evil heart, and went
backward and not forward. 2525 Since the day that your
fathers came out of the land of Egypt to this day, I
have even sent to you all My servants the prophets,
daily rising up early and sending them. 2626 Yet they did
not listen to Me, nor incline their ear, but hardened
their neck. They did worse than their fathers.

2727 Therefore you will speak all these words to them.
But they will not listen to you. You will also call to
them, but they will not answer you. 2828 You shall say to
them: This is a nation that does not obey the voice of
the LORD their God, nor receive correction. Truth has
perished, and has been cut off from their mouth.
2929 Cut off your hair, O Jerusalem, and cast it away, and
take up a lamentation on high places; for the LORD
has rejected and forsaken the generation of His wrath.

3030 For the sons of Judah have done evil in My sight,
says the LORD . They have set their abominations in
the house which is called by My name, to pollute it.
3131 They have built the high places of Topheth, which is

in the Valley of Ben Hinnom, to burn their sons and
their daughters in the fire, which I did not command
them, nor did it come into My heart. 3232 Therefore, truly
the days are coming, says the LORD , that it will no
more be called Topheth, nor the Valley of Ben Hinnom,
but the Valley of Slaughter; for they will bury in
Topheth because there is no other place. 3333 The
corpses of this people shall be food for the fowl of the
heaven and for the beasts of the earth; and no one
will frighten them away. 3434 Then I will cause to cease
from the cities of Judah and from the streets of
Jerusalem the voice of laughter and the voice of glad-
ness, the voice of the bridegroom and the voice of the
bride; for the land shall become desolate.

At that time, says the LORD , they will bring out
the bones of the kings of Judah, and the bones of

his officials, and the bones of the priests, and the
bones of the prophets, and the bones of the inhabi-
tants of Jerusalem out of their graves. 22 And they will
spread them before the sun and the moon and all the
host of heaven, whom they have loved and whom they
have served, and after whom they have walked and
whom they have sought, and whom they have wor-
shipped. They will not be gathered, nor be buried.
They will be as dung upon the face of the earth.
33 Death will be chosen rather than life by all the rest of
those who remain of this evil family, which remains in
all the places wherever I have driven them, says the
LORD of Hosts.

Sin and JudgmentSin and Judgment
44 Moreover you shall say to them, Thus says the LORD :
Do men fall and not arise?
Do they turn away and not repent?

55 Why then is this people of Jerusalem
turned away by a perpetual backsliding?

They hold fast to deceit;
they refuse to return.

66 I listened and heard,
but they did not speak what is right.

No man repented of his wickedness,
saying, “What have I done?”

Everyone turned to his course,
as the horse rushes into the battle.

77 Indeed, the stork in the sky
knows her appointed times.

And the turtledove and the crane and the swallow
observe the time of their coming.

But My people do not know
the judgment of the LORD .

88 How do you say, “We are wise,
and the law of the LORD is with us”?

Certainly the lying pen of the scribes
has made it into a lie.

99 The wise men are ashamed;
they are dismayed and caught.

Indeed, they have rejected the word of the LORD ,
and what kind of wisdom do they have?

JEREMIAH 7:12 540 JEREMIAH 8:9



99

1010 Therefore I will give their wives to others,
and their fields to those who shall inherit them.

For everyone from the least even to the greatest
is given to covetousness;

from the prophet even to the priest
everyone deals falsely.

1111 For they have healed the brokenness
of the daughter of My people superficially,

saying, “Peace, peace,”
when there is no peace.

1212 Were they ashamed when they had committed
abomination?

They were not at all ashamed,
nor could they blush.

Therefore they will fall among those who fall;
in the time of their punishment they will be cast

down,
says the LORD .

1313 I will surely consume them,
says the LORD .
There will be no grapes on the vine

nor figs on the fig tree,
and the leaf shall fade;

and the things that I have given them
will pass away from them.

1414 Why do we sit still?
Assemble yourselves,

and let us enter the fortified cities
and let us perish there.

For the LORD our God has doomed us
and given us water of gall to drink,
because we have sinned against the LORD .

1515 We looked for peace,
but no good came;

and for a time of health,
but there was trouble!

1616 The snorting of his horses
was heard from Dan;

the whole land trembled
at the sound of the neighing of his strong ones.

For they have come and have devoured
the land and all that is in it,
the city, and those who dwell in it.

1717 See, I will send serpents against you,
adders, which will not be charmed,
and they will bite you,
declares the LORD .

JerJeremiah Mourns for His Peopleemiah Mourns for His People
1818 My sorrow is beyond healing;
my heart is faint within me.

1919 Listen! The cry of the daughter of my people
from a far country:

“Is not the LORD in Zion?
Is not her king in her?”

“Why have they provoked Me to anger with their
graven images,

with foreign vanities?”

2020 “The harvest is past,
the summer is ended,
and we are not saved.”

2121 For the brokenness of the daughter of my people
am I broken;

I mourn; dismay has taken hold of me.
2222 Is there no balm in Gilead?
Is there no physician there?

Why then has not the health
of the daughter of my people recovered?

FailurFailures of Judahes of Judah

Oh, that my head were waters
and my eyes a fountain of tears,

that I might weep day and night
for the slain of the daughter of my people!

22 Oh, that I had in the wilderness
a lodging place of wayfaring men,

that I might leave my people
and go from them!

For they all are adulterers,
an assembly of treacherous men.

33 They bend their tongues like their bow;
lies and not truth prevail upon the land;

for they proceed from evil to evil,
and they do not know Me,
says the LORD .

44 Let everyone be on guard against his neighbor,
and do not trust in any brother;

for every brother supplants,
and every neighbor walks about with slanders.

55 Everyone deceives his neighbor
and does not speak the truth.

They have taught their tongue to speak lies;
they weary themselves in committing iniquity.

66 Your habitation is in the midst of deceit;
through deceit they refuse to know Me,
says the LORD .

77 Therefore thus says the LORD of Hosts:
Now, I will refine them and assay them;
for what else shall I do
for the daughter of My people?

88 Their tongue is a deadly arrow;
it speaks deceit.

One speaks peaceably to his neighbor with his
mouth,

but in his heart he lies in wait.
99 Shall I not punish them for these things?
says the LORD .

Shall not My soul be avenged
on such a nation as this?

1010 For the mountains I will take up a weeping and
wailing,

and for the habitations of the wilderness a lamenta-
tion,
because they are burned up so that no one can pass

through them;
nor can men hear the lowing of the cattle.
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Both the fowl of the heavens and the beast have fled;
they are gone.

1111 I will make Jerusalem a heap of ruins
and a den of jackals;

and I will make the cities of Judah desolate,
without an inhabitant.

1212 Who is the wise man who may understand this?
And who is he to whom the mouth of the LORD has
spoken, that he may declare it? Why is the land ruined
and burned up like a wilderness, so that no one pass-
es through?

1313 And the LORD said: Because they have forsaken
My law which I set before them, and have not obeyed
My voice, nor walked in it, 1414 but have walked after the
imagination of their own heart and after the Baals,
which their fathers taught them. 1515 Therefore thus says
the LORD of Hosts, the God of Israel: I will feed them,
even this people, with wormwood and give them wa-
ter of gall to drink. 1616 I will scatter them also among
the nations, whom neither they nor their fathers have
known. And I will send a sword after them until I have
consumed them.

1717 Thus says the LORD of Hosts:
Consider and call for the mourning women, that they

may come;
and send for wailing women, that they may come.

1818 And let them make haste
and take up a wailing for us,

that our eyes may run down with tears
and our eyelids gush out with waters.

1919 For a voice of wailing is heard out of Zion,
“How devastated we are!
We are greatly humiliated,

because we have forsaken the land,
because our dwellings have cast us out.”

2020 Yet hear the word of the LORD , O you women,
and let your ear receive the word of His mouth;

and teach your daughters wailing,
and everyone her neighbor a lamentation.

2121 “For death has come up into our windows;
and has entered our palaces,

to cut off the children from the streets,
and the young men from the squares.”

2222 Speak, Thus says the LORD :
“The carcasses of men shall fall
as dung upon the open field,

and as the sheaf after the harvester,
and no one shall gather them.”

2323 Thus says the LORD :
Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom,
and let not the mighty man glory in his might,
let not the rich man glory in his riches;

2424 but let him who glories glory in this,
that he understands and knows Me,

that I am the LORD who exercises lovingkindness,
justice, and righteousness in the earth.
For in these things I delight,
says the LORD .

2525 The days are surely coming, says the LORD , that I
will punish all who are circumcised and yet uncircum-
cised— 2626 Egypt, Judah, Edom, the children of Ammon,
Moab, and all who dwell in the wilderness who clip the
hair on their temples; for all these nations are uncir-
cumcised, and all the house of Israel are uncircum-
cised of heart.

The TThe True God and Idolsrue God and Idols
Jer 51:15–19

Hear the word which the LORD speaks to you, O
house of Israel. 22 Thus says the LORD :

Do not learn the way of the nations;
do not be terrified at the signs of heaven,
although the nations are terrified at them.

33 For the customs of the people are vain;
for with the axe one cuts a tree out of the forest,
the work of the hands of the workman.

44 They deck it with silver and with gold;
they fasten it with nails and with hammers
so that it may not move.

55 They are as a scarecrow in a cucumber field,
but do not speak;

they must be carried,
because they cannot walk.

Do not be afraid of them,
for they cannot do evil,
nor can they do good.

66 There is no one like You, O LORD .
You are great,
and Your name is great in might.

77 Who would not fear You,
O King of the nations?
Indeed, it is Your due.

For among all the wise men of the nations,
and in all their kingdoms,
there is no one like You.

88 But they are altogether unthinking and foolish;
the tree is a doctrine of vanities.

99 Silver spread into plates is brought from Tarshish,
and gold from Uphaz,

the work of the workman and of the hands of the
founder;

blue and purple are their clothing;
they all are the work of skilled men.

1010 But the LORD is the true God;
He is the living God and an everlasting King.

At His wrath the earth trembles,
and the nations cannot endure His indignation.

1111 Thus you shall say to them: The gods that have not
made the heavens and the earth, even they shall per-
ish from the earth and from under these heavens.

1212 He has made the earth by His power.
He has established the world by His wisdom
and has stretched out the heavens by His discretion.

1313 When He utters His voice, there is a multitude of
waters in the heavens,
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and He causes the vapors to ascend from the re-
mote parts of the earth;
He makes lightning with rain,
and brings out the wind from His storehouses.

1414 Every man is stupid, without knowledge;
every goldsmith is put to shame by an idol;

for his molded image is false,
and there is no breath in them.

1515 They are vain and a work of mockery;
in the time of their punishment they shall perish.

1616 The portion of Jacob is not like them,
for He is the Maker of all things,

and Israel is the rod of His inheritance.
The LORD of Hosts is His name.

The Exile PrThe Exile Prophesiedophesied
1717 Gather up your wares out of the land,
O inhabitant of the fortress.

1818 For thus says the LORD :
I will sling out
the inhabitants of the land at this time,

and will distress them
that they may be found.

1919 Woe is me because of my brokenness!
My wound is grievous.

But I said,
“Truly this is an illness, and I must bear it.”

2020 My tabernacle is devastated,
and all my cords are broken.

My sons have gone from me and are no more.
There is no one to spread my tent anymore,
and to set up my curtains.

2121 For the shepherds have become unthinking
and have not sought the LORD .

Therefore they have not prospered,
and all their flocks are scattered.

2222 Listen! The sound of the report has come,
and a great commotion out of the north country,

to make the cities of Judah desolate
and a den of jackals.

The PrThe Prayer of Jerayer of Jeremiahemiah
2323 O LORD , I know that the way of man is not in him-

self;
it is not in man who walks to direct his steps.

2424 O LORD , correct me, but with justice,
not in Your anger,
lest You bring me to nothing.

2525 Pour out Your fury upon the nations
that do not know You
and upon the families that do not call on Your name;

for they have eaten up Jacob
and devoured him, and consumed him,
and have made his habitation desolate.

The BrThe Broken Cooken Covenantvenant

The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD
, saying: 22 Hear the words of this covenant, and

speak to the men of Judah and to the inhabitants of
Jerusalem. 33 And say you to them, Thus says the LORD
God of Israel: Cursed is the man who does not obey
the words of this covenant, 44 which I commanded your
fathers in the day that I brought them out of the land
of Egypt, from the iron furnace, saying, Obey My voice,
and do according to all which I command you. So you
shall be My people, and I will be your God, 55 that I may
perform the oath which I have sworn to your fathers,
to give them a land flowing with milk and honey, as it
is this day.

Then I answered and said, “So be it, O LORD .”
66 Then the LORD said to me: Proclaim all these words

in the cities of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem:
saying, Hear the words of this covenant, and do them.
77 For I earnestly warned your fathers in the day that I
brought them up out of the land of Egypt, even to this
day, rising early and warning, saying, Obey My voice.
88 Yet they did not obey or incline their ear, but every-
one walked in the imagination of their evil heart.
Therefore I will bring upon them all the words of this
covenant, which I commanded them to do, but which
they did not do.

99 The LORD said to me: A conspiracy has been found
among the men of Judah and among the inhabitants
of Jerusalem. 1010 They have turned back to the iniquities
of their forefathers who refused to hear My words.
And they have gone after other gods to serve them.
The house of Israel and the house of Judah have bro-
ken My covenant which I made with their fathers.
1111 Therefore thus says the LORD , Surely, I will bring
calamity upon them which they will not be able to es-
cape. And though they cry to Me, I will not listen to
them. 1212 Then the cities of Judah and inhabitants of
Jerusalem will go and cry to the gods to whom they of-
fer incense. But they will not save them at all in the
time of their trouble. 1313 For according to the number of
your cities are your gods, O Judah. And according to
the number of the streets of Jerusalem you have set
up altars to that shameful thing, even altars to burn
incense to Baal.

1414 Therefore do not pray for this people, nor lift up a
cry or prayer for them. For I will not hear them in the
time that they cry to Me because of their trouble.

1515 What right has My beloved in My house,
seeing that she has done many lewd deeds?
Can the sacrificial meat take away from you your

disaster,
so that you can rejoice while doing evil?

1616 The LORD called your name,
“A green olive tree, fair in fruit and form.”

With the noise of a great tumult
He has kindled fire upon it,
and its branches are broken.
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1313

1717 For the LORD of Hosts, who planted you, has pro-
nounced disaster against you, because of the evil of
the house of Israel and of the house of Judah, which
they have done against themselves to provoke Me to
anger in offering incense to Baal.

JerJeremiahemiah’’s Life Thrs Life Threatenedeatened
1818 The LORD has made it known to me and I knew it;

then You showed me their deeds. 1919 But I was like a
gentle lamb that is brought to the slaughter, and I did
not know that they had devised plots against me, say-
ing,
“Let us destroy the tree with the fruit,
and let us cut him off from the land of the living
so that his name may be remembered no more.”

2020 But, O LORD of Hosts, who judges righteously,
who tries the feelings and the heart,

let me see Your vengeance on them,
for to You I have revealed my cause.

2121 Therefore thus says the LORD of the men of
Anathoth who seek your life, saying, “Do not prophesy
in the name of the LORD so that you not die by our
hand.” 2222 Therefore thus says the LORD of Hosts: I will
punish them. The young men shall die by the sword.
Their sons and their daughters shall die by famine.
2323 And there shall be no remnant of them, for I will
bring calamity upon the men of Anathoth, even the
year of their punishment.

JerJeremiahemiah’’s Pleas Plea

Righteous are You, O LORD ,
that I plead with You.

Indeed, let me talk with You about matters of justice.
Why does the way of the wicked prosper?
Why are all those happy who deal very treacherous-

ly?
22 You have planted them; indeed, they have taken

root;
they grow; indeed, they bring forth fruit.

You are near in their mouth,
but far from their mind.

33 But You, O LORD , know me;
You have seen me and tested my heart toward You.

Pull them out like sheep for the slaughter,
and prepare them for the day of slaughter.

44 How long shall the land mourn
and the herbs of every field wither?

For the wickedness of those who dwell in it,
the beasts and the birds have been snatched away,

because they said,
“He will not see our latter end.”

God Answers JerGod Answers Jeremiahemiah
55 If you have run with the footmen,
and they have wearied you,
then how can you contend with horses?

And if in the land of peace in which you trusted, they
wearied you,

then how will you do in the thicket of the Jordan?
66 For even your brothers and the household of your

father,
even they have dealt treacherously with you.
Indeed, they have cried aloud after you.

Do not believe them
though they speak fair words to you.

77 I have forsaken My house,
I have abandoned My heritage;

I have given the dearly beloved of My soul
into the hand of her enemies.

88 My heritage is to Me
as a lion in the forest.

She cries out against Me;
therefore I have hated her.

99 My heritage is to Me
as a speckled vulture;
the vultures all around are against her.

Come, assemble all the beasts of the field,
bring them to devour.

1010 Many shepherds have destroyed My vineyard;
they have trodden My portion under foot;

they have made My pleasant portion
a desolate wilderness.

1111 They have made it desolate,
and being desolate, it mourns to Me.

The whole land has been made desolate,
because no man lays it to heart.

1212 The destroyers have come
upon all high places through the wilderness,

for the sword of the LORD shall devour
from the one end of the land even to the other end

of the land.
No one shall have peace.

1313 They have sown wheat, but reap thorns;
they have strained themselves, but shall not profit.

And they shall be ashamed of your harvest
because of the fierce anger of the LORD .

1414 Thus says the LORD : Against all My evil neighbors
who touch the inheritance which I have caused My
people Israel to inherit, I will pluck them out of their
land and pluck out the house of Judah from among
them. 1515 It shall come to pass that after I have plucked
them out, I will again have compassion on them, and
will bring them back, every man to his heritage, and
every man to his land. 1616 It shall come to pass if they
will diligently learn the ways of My people, to swear by
My name, “As the LORD lives,” as they taught My peo-
ple to swear by Baal, then they will be built up in the
midst of My people. 1717 But if they will not obey, I will ut-
terly pluck up and destroy that nation, says the LORD .

A Linen SashA Linen Sash

Thus says the LORD to me, “Go and buy your-
self a linen waistband and put it upon your

loins, and do not put it in water.” 22 So I bought a waist-
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band according to the word of the LORD and put it on
my loins.

33 The word of the LORD came to me the second time,
saying, 44 “Take the waistband that you have, which is
upon your loins, and arise, go to the Euphrates and
hide it there in a hole of the rock.” 55 So I went and hid
it by the Euphrates, as the LORD had commanded me.

66 After many days the LORD said to me, “Arise, go to
the Euphrates and take the waistband from there,
which I commanded you to hide there.” 77 Then I went
to the Euphrates, and dug, and took the waistband
from the place where I had hidden it. But the waist-
band was destroyed. It was profitable for nothing.

88 Then the word of the LORD came to me: 99 Thus says
the LORD : After this manner I will destroy the pride of
Judah and the great pride of Jerusalem. 1010 This evil
people, who refuse to hear My words, who walk in the
imagination of their hearts, and walk after other gods,
to serve them, and to worship them, shall be even as
this waistband which is good for nothing. 1111 For as the
waistband cleaves to the loins of a man, so I have
caused the whole house of Israel and the whole house
of Judah to cleave to Me, says the LORD , so that they
might be to Me a people for renown, and for a praise,
and for a glory; but they would not listen.

The Metaphor of Wine BottlesThe Metaphor of Wine Bottles
1212 Therefore you shall speak to them this word: Thus

says the LORD God of Israel: Every bottle shall be filled
with wine. And when they say to you, “Do we not cer-
tainly know that every bottle should be filled with
wine?” 1313 then you shall say to them: Thus says the
LORD : I will fill all the inhabitants of this land—even
the kings that sit on the throne of David, and the
priests, and the prophets, and all the inhabitants of
Jerusalem—with drunkenness. 1414 I will dash them
against one another, even the fathers and the sons to-
gether, says the LORD . I will not show pity nor spare
nor have mercy, but will destroy them.

Exile ThrExile Threatenedeatened
1515 Hear and give heed;
do not be proud,
for the LORD has spoken.

1616 Give glory to the LORD your God,
before He causes darkness

and before your feet stumble
on the dark mountains,

and while you look for light,
He turns it into the shadow of death
and makes it gross darkness.

1717 But if you will not listen to it,
my soul will weep in secret places
for your pride;

and my eyes will weep sorely
and run down with tears,
because the flock of the Lord is carried away captive.

1818 Say to the king and to the queen mother:
“Humble yourselves, sit down,

for your beautiful crown
shall come down from your head.”

1919 The cities of the Negev will be shut up,
and no one will open them;

all Judah will be carried away into captivity;
it will be wholly carried away captive.

2020 Lift up your eyes and see
those who come from the north.

Where is the flock that was given to you,
your beautiful flock?

2121 What will you say when He appoints over you
those you yourself had taught to be companions to

you?
Shall not sorrows take hold of you,
as a woman in labor?

2222 And if you say in your heart,
“Why have these things come upon me?”

for the greatness of your iniquity
your skirts have been removed
and your heels made bare.

2323 Can the Ethiopian change his skin
or the leopard his spots?

Then you also can do good,
who are accustomed to doing evil.

2424 Therefore I will scatter them as the stubble
that passes away by the wind of the wilderness.

2525 This is your lot,
the portion of your measures from Me,
says the LORD ,

because you have forgotten Me
and trusted in falsehood.

2626 Therefore I Myself have uncovered your skirts over
your face

so that your shame may appear.
2727 I have seen your adulteries and your lustfullustful neigh-

ings,
the lewdness of your harlotry,

and your abominations
on the hills in the fields.

Woe to you, O Jerusalem!
How long will you remain unclean?

DrDrought, Famine, and Sworought, Famine, and Swordd

The word of the LORD which came to Jeremiah
concerning the drought:

22 Judah mourns,
and the gates languish;

they sit on the ground while mourning,
and the cry of Jerusalem has gone up.

33 Their nobles have sent their servants for water;
they came to the cisterns and found no water.

They returned with their vessels empty;
they were ashamed and humiliated,
and covered their heads.

44 Because the ground is chapped,
for there was no rain in the earth,
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the plowmen were ashamed;
they have covered their heads.

55 Indeed, the hind also calved in the field
and abandoned her youngher young
because there was no grass.

66 The wild donkeys stand in the high places;
they pant for air like jackals;

their eyes fail
because there is no grass.

77 O LORD , though our iniquities testify against us,
do it for Your name’s sake.

Indeed, our backslidings are many;
we have sinned against You.

88 O the Hope of Israel,
its Savior in time of trouble,

why should You be as a stranger in the land,
and as a wayfaring man who turns aside to pitch his

tent for a night?
99 Why should You be as a man dismayed,
as a mighty man who cannot save?

Yet You, O LORD , are in our midst,
and we are called by Your name.
Do not forsake us!

1010 Thus says the LORD to this people:
Even so they have loved to wander;
they have not restrained their feet.

Therefore, the LORD does not accept them;
He will now remember their iniquity
and punish their sins.

1111 Then the LORD said to me: Do not pray for the
good of this people. 1212 When they fast, I will not hear
their cry. And when they offer a burnt offering and an
oblation, I will not accept them. But I will consume
them by the sword, and by the famine, and by the
pestilence.

False PrFalse Prophetsophets
1313 Yet I said, “Ah, Lord GOD ! Here the prophets say to

them, ‘You shall not see the sword nor shall you have
famine, but I will give you assured peace in this place.’”

1414 Then the LORD said to me: The prophets prophesy
lies in My name. I have not sent them nor have I com-
manded them nor have I spoken to them. They proph-
esy to you a false vision and divination, and empti-
ness, and the deceit of their heart. 1515 Therefore thus
says the LORD concerning the prophets who prophesy
in My name though I did not send them, yet they say,
“Sword and famine will not be in this land.” By sword
and famine those prophets will be consumed. 1616 The
people to whom they prophesy will be cast out in the
streets of Jerusalem because of the famine and the
sword. And they will have no one to bury them, not
them, nor their wives, nor their sons, nor their daugh-
ters. For I will pour out their wickedness upon them.

1717 Therefore you will say this word to them:
Let my eyes run down with tears
night and day, and let them not cease;

for the virgin daughter of my people

has been broken with a great blow,
with a very infected wound.

1818 If I go out into the field,
I seeI see those slain with the sword!

And if I enter the city,
I seeI see those who are sick with famine!

Indeed, both the prophet and the priest
go about into a land that they do not know.

The People Ask for MerThe People Ask for Mercycy
1919 Have You utterly rejected Judah?
Has Your soul loathed Zion?

Why have You stricken us
so that there is no healing for us?

We looked for peace,
but there was nothing good;

and for the time of healing,
but there is trouble!

2020 We acknowledge, O LORD , our wickedness
and the iniquity of our fathers,
for we have sinned against You.

2121 Do not abhor us. For Your name’s sake,
do not disgrace Your glorious throne.

Remember and do not break
Your covenant with us.

2222 Are there any among the idols of the nations that
can cause rain?

Or can the heavens give showers?
Is it not You, O LORD our God?
Therefore, we will wait upon You,
for You have done all these things.

TheThe LLORDORD Will Not RelentWill Not Relent

Then the LORD said to me: Even though Moses
and Samuel were to stand before Me, yet My

heart would not be with this people. Cast them out of
My sight and let them go! 22 It shall come to pass if they
say to you, “Where should we go?” then you shall tell
them: Thus says the LORD :
Those destined for death, to death;
and those destined for the sword, to the sword;
and those destined for the famine, to the famine;
and those destined for the captivity, to the captivity.
33 I will appoint over them four kinds of disaster, says

the LORD : the sword to slay, the dogs to tear, the
birds of the heaven, the beasts of the earth to devour
and destroy. 44 I will cause them to be removed into all
kingdoms of the earth, because of Manasseh the son
of Hezekiah king of Judah, for that which he did in
Jerusalem.

55 For who shall have pity on you, O Jerusalem?
Or who shall bemoan you?
Or who shall go aside to ask how you are doing?

66 You who have forsaken Me, says the LORD ,
you keep going backward.

Therefore I will stretch out My hand against you and
destroy you.
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I am weary of relenting!
77 I will winnow them with a winnowing fork
in the gates of the land;

I will bereave them of children. I will destroy My peo-
ple,

since they did not repent from their ways.
88 Their widows will increase before Me
more than the sand of the seas;

I will bring against them, against the mother of a
young man,

a destroyer at noonday;
I will suddenly bring down on her
sorrow and terrors.

99 She who has borne seven sons languishes;
she has given up the spirit;

her sun has gone down while it was yet day;
she has been ashamed and humiliated.

And the rest of them I will deliver to the sword
before their enemies,
says the LORD .

JerJeremiahemiah’’s Sorrs Sorrooww
1010 Woe is me, my mother, that you have borne me
as a man of strife and a man of contention to the

whole earth!
I have not lent with usury, nor have men lent to me

on usury,
yet every one of them curses me!

1111 The LORD said:
Truly I will set you free for good purposes.
Truly I will cause the enemy to entreat you
in the time of evil and in the time of affliction.

1212 Can anyone break the northern iron
or the bronze?

1313 Your wealth and your treasures
I will give to the destroyer without price,

and that for all your sins,
even within all your borders.

1414 I will make you to pass with your enemies
into a land which you do not know;

for a fire is kindled in My anger,
which shall burn upon you.

1515 O LORD , You who know, remember me,
and take notice of me,
and take vengeance on my persecutors.

Because of your longsuffering, do not take me away.
Know that for Your sake I have suffered rebuke.

1616 Your words were found and I ate them.
And Your word became to me the joy and rejoicing

of my heart,
for I am called by Your name,
O LORD God of Hosts.

1717 I did not sit in the assembly of mockers,
nor did I rejoice;

I sat alone because of Your hand,
for You have filled me with indignation.

1818 Why is my pain perpetual

and my wound incurable, which refuses to be
healed?
Shall You be altogether to me as a deceptive stream
and as waters that fail?

TheThe LLORDORD ReassurReassures Jeres Jeremiahemiah
1919 Therefore thus says the LORD :
If you return, then I will bring you back,
and you shall stand before Me;

and if you take out the precious from the worthless,
you will be My spokesman.

Let them return to you,
but do not return to them.

2020 I will make you to this people
a fortified bronze wall;

and they shall fight against you,
but they shall not prevail against you;

for I am with you
to save you and to deliver you,
says the LORD .

2121 I will deliver you out of the hand of the wicked,
and I will redeem you out of the hand of the violent.

The Day of DisasterThe Day of Disaster

The word of the LORD came also to me, saying:
22 You shall not take a wife, nor shall you have

sons or daughters in this place. 33 For thus says the
LORD concerning the sons and concerning the daugh-
ters who are born in this place, and concerning their
mothers who bore them, and concerning their fathers
who fathered them in this land: 44 They will die of dead-
ly diseases. They will not be lamented, nor shall they
be buried. But they will be as dung upon the face of
the ground. And they will be consumed by the sword
and by famine. And their carcasses will be food for the
fowl of heaven and for the beasts of the earth.

55 For thus says the LORD : Do not enter a house of
mourning, nor go to lament or bemoan them; for I
have taken away My peace from this people, says the
LORD , even lovingkindness and mercy. 66 Both the
great and the small will die in this land. They will not
be buried; neither will men lament for them, cut them-
selves, nor make themselves bald for them. 77 Neither
will men tear themselves for them in mourning, to
comfort them for the dead; nor will men give them the
cup of consolation to drink for their father or for their
mother.

88 Also you shall not go into the house of feasting, to
sit with them to eat and to drink. 99 For thus says the
LORD of Hosts, the God of Israel: I will cause to cease
out of this place, before your eyes and in your days,
the voice of laughter and the voice of gladness, the
voice of the bridegroom and the voice of the bride.

1010 And when you tell this people all these words, and
they say to you, “Why has the LORD pronounced all
this great disaster against us? Or what is our iniquity?
Or what is our sin that we have committed against the
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LORD our God?” 1111 then you shall say to them: Because
your fathers have forsaken Me, says the LORD , and
have walked after other gods and have served them
and have worshipped them, but have forsaken Me and
have not kept My law. 1212 And you have done worse
than your fathers, for here you are, each one walking
after the imaginations of his evil heart so that they do
not listen to Me. 1313 Therefore I will cast you out of this
land into a land that you do not know, neither you nor
your fathers; and there you will serve other gods day
and night because I will not show you favor.

God Will RestorGod Will Restore Isre Israelael
1414 Therefore, surely the days are coming, says the

LORD , that it will no longer be said, “As the LORD lives,
who brought up the sons of Israel out of the land of
Egypt,” 1515 but, “As the LORD lives, who brought up the
sons of Israel from the land of the north and from all
the lands wherever He had driven them.” And I will
bring them again into their land that I gave to their fa-
thers.

1616 Now, I will send for many fishermen, says the
LORD , and they shall fish for them; and afterwards I
will send for many hunters, and they will hunt them
from every mountain and from every hill and out of
the holes of the rocks. 1717 For My eyes are upon all their
ways; they are not hidden from My face, nor is their in-
iquity hidden from My eyes. 1818 First I will doubly recom-
pense their iniquity and their sin, because they have
defiled My land; they have filled My inheritance with
the carcasses of their detestable and abominable
things.

1919 O LORD , my strength and my fortress,
and my refuge in the day of affliction,

the nations will come to You
from the remote parts of the earth, and will say:

Surely our fathers have inherited lies, vanity,
and things in which there is no profit.

2020 Shall a man make gods for himself,
which are not gods?

2121 “Therefore, surely I will this once cause them to
know,

I will cause them to know
My hand and My might;

and they shall know
that My name is the LORD .”

JudahJudah’’s Sin and Punishments Sin and Punishment

The sin of Judah is written with an iron pen
and with a diamond point;

it is engraved on the tablet of their heart
and on the horns of their altars;

22 as they remember their children,
so they remember their altars

and their groves by the green trees
on the high hills.

33 O My mountain in the field,

I will give your wealth
and all your treasures to the destroyer,
and your high places
for sin throughout all your borders.

44 You, even yourself, will discontinue
from your heritage that I gave you;

and I will cause you to serve your enemies
in the land which you do not know;

for you have kindled a fire in My anger
which will burn forever.

55 Thus says the LORD :
Cursed is the man who trusts in man
and makes flesh his strength,
and whose heart departs from the LORD .

66 For he will be like a bush in the desert
and will not see when good comes,

but will inhabit the parched places in the wilderness,
in a salt land and not inhabited.

77 Blessed is the man who trusts in the LORD ,
and whose hope is the LORD .

88 For he shall be as a tree planted by the waters,
and that spreads out its roots by the river,

and shall not fear when heat comes,
but its leaf shall be green,

and it shall not be anxious in the year of drought,
neither shall cease from yielding fruit.

99 The heart is more deceitful than all things
and desperately wicked;
who can understand it?

1010 I, the LORD , search the heart,
I test the mind,

even to give to every man according to his ways,
and according to the fruit of his deeds.

1111 As the partridge sits on eggs which it has not laid,
so is he who gets riches, but not justly;

it will forsake him in the midst of his days,
and in the end he will be a fool.

1212 A glorious high throne from the beginning
is the place of our sanctuary.

1313 O LORD , the Hope of Israel,
all who forsake You will be ashamed.

“Those who depart from Me in the earth will be writ-
ten down,

because they have forsaken the LORD ,
the fountain of living waters.”

JerJeremiah Premiah Prays for Deliverays for Deliveranceance
1414 Heal me, O LORD , and I will be healed;
save me, and I will be saved,
for You are my praise.

1515 See how they say to me,
“Where is the word of the LORD ?
Let it come now!”

1616 As for me, I have not hurried away from being a
shepherd after You,

nor have I desired the woeful day;
You Yourself know that which came out of my lips

was in Your presence.
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1717 Do not be a terror to me;
You are my hope in the day of disaster.

1818 Let those who persecute me be humiliated,
but let me not be humiliated;

let them be dismayed,
but let me not be dismayed.

Bring upon them the day of evil,
and destroy them with double destruction.

Keep the Sabbath Day HolyKeep the Sabbath Day Holy
1919 Thus the LORD said to me: Go and stand in the

gate of the sons of the people whereby the kings of Ju-
dah come in and by which they go out, and in all the
gates of Jerusalem. 2020 And say to them: Hear the word
of the LORD , kings of Judah, and all Judah and all the
inhabitants of Jerusalem who enter by these gates.
2121 Thus says the LORD : Take heed to yourselves, and
do not bear any load on the Sabbath day nor bring
anything in by the gates of Jerusalem. 2222 You shall not
carry a load out of your houses on the Sabbath day,
nor do any work, but keep the Sabbath day holy, as I
commanded your fathers. 2323 But they did not obey or
incline their ears, but made their neck stiff, that they
might not hear nor receive instruction. 2424 It shall come
to pass, if you diligently listen to Me, says the LORD ,
to bring in no load through the gates of this city on
the Sabbath day, but sanctify the Sabbath day to do no
work in it, 2525 then there shall enter by the gates of this
city kings and officials sitting on the throne of David,
riding in chariots and on horses, they, and their offi-
cials, the men of Judah, and the inhabitants of
Jerusalem. And this city will be inhabited forever.
2626 They will come from the cities of Judah and from the
places about Jerusalem, and from the land of Ben-
jamin, and from the plain, and from the mountains,
and from the Negev, bringing burnt offerings, and
sacrifices, and grain offerings, and incense, and bring-
ing sacrifices of praise to the house of the LORD .
2727 But if you will not listen to Me to sanctify the Sab-
bath day and not to bear a load, even entering in at
the gates of Jerusalem on the Sabbath day, then I will
kindle a fire in the gates and it will devour the palaces
of Jerusalem and it will not be quenched.

The Potter and the ClayThe Potter and the Clay

The word which came to Jeremiah from the
LORD , saying: 22 “Arise and go down to the pot-

ter’s house, and there I will cause you to hear My
words.” 33 Then I went down to the potter’s house, and
there he was making something on the wheel. 44 Yet
the vessel that he made of clay was spoiled in the
hand of the potter; so he made it again into another
vessel, as seemed good to the potter to make it.

55 Then the word of the LORD came to me, saying: 66 O
house of Israel, can I not do with you as this potter?
says the LORD . As the clay is in the potter’s hand, so
are you in My hand, O house of Israel. 77 At one mo-

ment I may speak concerning a nation and concerning
a kingdom to pluck up, and to pull down, and to de-
stroy it. 88 If that nation against which I have spoken
turns from its evil, I will relent of the disaster that I
thought to do to it. 99 Or at another moment I may
speak concerning a nation and concerning a kingdom
to build and to plant it. 1010 If it does evil in My sight by
not obeying My voice, then I will relent of the good
with which I said I would bless it.

1111 Now therefore speak to the men of Judah and to
the inhabitants of Jerusalem, saying: Thus says the
LORD : Look, I am shaping disaster against you and
devising a plan against you. Repent now, everyone
from his evil way, and make your ways and your deeds
good. 1212 But they say, “There is no hope! But we will
walk after our own devices, and each of us will do ac-
cording to the stubbornness of his evil heart.”

1313 Therefore thus says the LORD :
Ask now among the nations,
who has heard such things?

The virgin of Israel
has done a very horrible thing.

1414 Shall a man leave the snow of Lebanon,
which comes from the rock of the field?

Shall the cold flowing water that comes from another
place

be forsaken?
1515 Because My people have forgotten Me,
they have burned incense to vain gods

and they have stumbled in their ways
from the ancient paths,

to walk in bypaths,
not on a highway,

1616 to make their land desolate,
and a perpetual hissing;

everyone who passes by shall be astonished
and shake his head.

1717 I will scatter them before the enemy
as with an east wind;

I will show them the back and not the face
in the day of their calamity.

JerJeremiah Persecutedemiah Persecuted
1818 Then they said, “Come and let us devise plans

against Jeremiah. For the law will not be lost from the
priest, nor counsel from the wise, nor the word from
the prophet. Come and let us strike him with the
tongue, and let us not give heed to any of his words.”

1919 Give heed to me, O LORD ,
and listen to the voice of those who contend with

me.
2020 Shall evil be recompensed for good?
For they have dug a pit for my soul.

Remember that I stood before You
to speak good for them,
and to turn away Your wrath from them.

2121 Therefore, deliver up their children to the famine
and pour out their blood by the power of the sword;
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and let their wives be bereaved of their children and
become widows

and let their men be put to death;
let their young men be slain by the sword in battle.

2222 Let a cry be heard from their houses,
when You bring a troop suddenly upon them;

for they have dug a pit to take me
and hidden snares for my feet.

2323 Yet, LORD , You know
all their counsel against me to slay me.

Do not forgive their iniquity
nor blot out their sin from Your sight;

but let them be overthrown before You;
deal thus with them in the time of Your anger.

The BrThe Broken Jaroken Jar

Thus says the LORD : Go and buy a potter’s
earthen bottle, and take some of the elders of

the people and some of the elders of the priests.
22 Then go out to the Valley of Ben Hinnom, which is by
the entry of the Potsherd Gate, and proclaim there the
words that I will tell you, 33 and say: Hear the word of
the LORD , O kings of Judah and inhabitants of
Jerusalem. Thus says the LORD of Hosts, the God of Is-
rael: I will bring such disaster upon this place, at which
whoever hears of it, his ears shall tingle. 44 Because
they have forsaken Me and have profaned this place
by making offerings in it to other gods whom neither
they, their fathers, nor the kings of Judah have known,
and have filled this place with the blood of the inno-
cent, 55 and have built the high places of Baal to burn
their sons with fire for burnt offerings to Baal, which I
did not command or decree, nor did it come into My
mind— 66 therefore, surely the days are coming, says
the LORD , when this place shall no more be called
Topheth or the Valley of Ben Hinnom, but the Valley of
Slaughter.

77 I will make void the counsel of Judah and Jerusalem
in this place, and I will cause them to fall by the sword
before their enemies, and by the hands of those who
seek their lives. And their corpses I will give to be food
for the fowl of the heaven and for the beasts of the
earth. 88 I will make this city desolate and a hissing.
Everyone who passes by will be astonished and hiss
because of all the wounds. 99 I will cause them to eat
the flesh of their sons and the flesh of their daughters,
and everyone will eat the flesh of his friend in the
siege and distress, with which their enemies and those
who seek their lives will distress them.

1010 Then you will break the bottle in the sight of the
men that go with you, 1111 and say to them: Thus says
the LORD of Hosts: Even so I will break this people and
this city, as one breaks a potter’s vessel that cannot be
made whole again; and they will bury them in Topheth
until there is no other place to bury. 1212 Thus I will do to
this place and to the inhabitants, says the LORD , and
even make this city as Topheth. 1313 And the houses of
Jerusalem and the houses of the kings of Judah will be

defiled as the place of Topheth, because of all the
houses upon whose roofs they have burned incense to
all the host of heaven and have poured out drink of-
ferings to other gods.

1414 Then Jeremiah came from Topheth, where the
LORD had sent him to prophesy. And he stood in the
court of the house of the LORD and said to all the peo-
ple: 1515 Thus says the LORD of Hosts, the God of Israel: I
am about to bring upon this city and upon all her
towns all the disaster that I have pronounced against
it, because they have stiffened their necks so that they
might not heed My words.

Pashhur Strikes JerPashhur Strikes Jeremiahemiah

Now Pashhur the son of Immer the priest, who
was also chief officer in the house of the LORD ,

heard that Jeremiah prophesied these things. 22 Then
Pashhur struck Jeremiah the prophet and put him in
the stocks that were in the upper Gate of Benjamin,
which was by the house of the LORD . 33 On the next
day Pashhur brought Jeremiah out of the stocks. Then
Jeremiah said to him, The LORD has not called your
name Pashhur, but “Magor-missabib.” ††44 For thus says
the LORD : I will make you a terror to yourself and to
all your friends. And they will fall by the sword of their
enemies while your eyes will see it. Thus I will give all
Judah into the hand of the king of Babylon, and he will
carry them captive into Babylon and will slay them
with the sword. 55 Moreover I will deliver all the wealth
of this city, and all its produce, and all the precious
things; and all the treasures of the kings of Judah I will
give into the hand of their enemies who will destroy
them, and take them, and carry them to Babylon.
66 You, Pashhur, and all who dwell in your house will go
into captivity; and you will come to Babylon, and there
you will die and will be buried there, you and all your
friends to whom you have prophesied lies.

JerJeremiah Dejectedemiah Dejected
77 O LORD , You have deceived me and I was deceived;
You are stronger than I and have prevailed.

I am held in derision daily;
everyone mocks me.

88 For each time I speak, I cry out;
I cry out, “Violence and devastation,”

because to me the word of the LORD has resulted
in reproach and derision daily.

99 But if I say, “I will not make mention of Him
nor speak any more in His name,”

then His word was in my heart
as a burning fire shut up in my bones;

and I was weary of forbearing it,
and I could not endure it.

1010 For I heard the defaming of many,
“Terror on every side!
Denounce him. Yes, denounce him!”

† Or a Terror on Every Side.
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2222

All my familiar friends
who watch for my fall, say,

“Perhaps he will be enticed
so that we can prevail against him,
and we will take our revenge on him.”

1111 But the LORD is with me as a dread mighty One.
Therefore my persecutors will stumble, and will not

prevail.
They will be greatly ashamed, for they will not pros-

per.
Their everlasting shame will never be forgotten.

1212 But, O LORD of Hosts, who tests the righteous
and sees the mind and the heart,

let me see Your vengeance on them,
for to You I have presented my cause.

1313 Sing to the LORD ,
praise the LORD .

For He has delivered the soul of the poor
from the hand of evildoers.

1414 Cursed be the day in which I was born.
Let not the day be blessed in which my mother bore

me.
1515 Cursed be the man who brought tidings to my fa-

ther,
saying, “A baby boy has been born to you!”
and made him very glad.

1616 Let that man be as the cities
which the LORD overthrew and did not relent,

and let him hear the cry in the morning
and the shout of alarm at noon,

1717 because he did not kill me from the womb,
so that my mother might have been my grave,
and her womb be always pregnant.

1818 Why did I come forth from the womb
to see trouble and sorrow,
so that my days are spent in shame?

ZedekiahZedekiah’’s Request Denieds Request Denied

The word which came to Jeremiah from the
LORD when King Zedekiah sent to him Pashhur

the son of Malkijah, and Zephaniah the son of Maa-
seiah the priest, saying, 22 “Please inquire of the LORD
for us. For Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon is making
war against us. Perhaps the LORD will deal with us ac-
cording to all His wondrous works, so that the enemy
withdraws from us.”

33 Then Jeremiah said to them: Thus you shall say to
Zedekiah: 44 Thus says the LORD God of Israel: Behold, I
will turn back the weapons of war that are in your
hands with which you fight against the king of Baby-
lon and against the Chaldeans who besiege you out-
side the walls; and I will assemble them into the midst
of this city. 55 I Myself will fight against you with an out-
stretched hand and with a strong arm, even in anger,
and in fury, and in great wrath. 66 I will strike the inhab-
itants of this city, both man and beast; they will die of
a great pestilence. 77 Afterwards, says the LORD , I will
deliver Zedekiah king of Judah and his servants and

the people and such as are left in this city from the
pestilence, from the sword, and from the famine into
the hand of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, and into
the hand of their enemies and into the hand of those
who seek their life. And he will strike them with the
edge of the sword. He will not spare them or have pity
or mercy.

88 To this people you shall say: Thus says the LORD :
See, I set before you the way of life, and the way of
death. 99 He who abides in this city will die by the sword
and by the famine and by the pestilence. But he who
goes out and falls away to the Chaldeans who besiege
you, he will live, and he will have his own life as booty.
1010 For I have set My face against this city for disaster
and not for good, says the LORD . It will be given into
the hand of the king of Babylon, and he will burn it
with fire.

Message to the House of DavidMessage to the House of David
1111 Concerning the house of the king of Judah, say,

Hear the word of the LORD , 1212 O house of David; thus
says the LORD :
Execute justice each morning,
and deliver him who has been robbed
from the hand of the oppressor,

lest My fury go out like fire
and burn so that no one can quench it,
because of the evil of your deeds.

1313 See, I am against you,
O inhabitant of the valley,
O rocky plain,
says the LORD ,

you men who say,
“Who shall come down against us?
Or who shall enter our dwellings?”

1414 But I will punish you
according to the fruit of your deeds,
says the LORD ,

and I will kindle a fire in the forest,
and it will devour all things around it.

Impending JudgmentImpending Judgment

Thus says the LORD : Go down to the house of
the king of Judah, and speak this word there,

22 and say: Hear the word of the LORD , O king of Judah
who sits on the throne of David, you and your servants
and your people who enter by these gates. 33 Thus says
the LORD : Execute justice and righteousness, and de-
liver the robbed out of the hand of the oppressor. And
do no wrong or violence to the stranger, the father-
less, or the widow, neither shed innocent blood in this
place. 44 For if you indeed do these things, then kings
sitting on the throne of David will enter by the gates of
this house, riding in chariots and on horses, he and his
servants and his people. 55 But if you will not obey
these words, I swear by Myself, says the LORD , that
this house will become a desolation.
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66 For thus says the LORD to the king’s house of Ju-
dah:
You are Gilead to Me,
and the peak of Lebanon;

yet surely I will make you a wilderness
and cities which are not inhabited.

77 I will prepare destroyers against you,
everyone with his weapons;

and they shall cut down your choice cedars
and cast them into the fire.

88 Many nations will pass by this city, and every man
will say to his neighbor, “Why has the LORD done thus
to this great city?” 99 Then they will answer, “Because
they have forsaken the covenant of the LORD their
God, and worshipped other gods, and served them.”

1010 Do not weep for the dead nor bemoan him,
but weep constantly for him who goes away;

for he will return no more
nor see his native country.

1111 For thus says the LORD concerning Shallum the son
of Josiah king of Judah, who became king instead of
Josiah his father, who went from this place: He will not
return any more, 1212 but will die in the place where they
have led him captive and will see this land no more.

1313 Woe to him who builds his house with unrighteous-
ness

and his chambers with injustice,
who uses his neighbor’s services without wages,
and gives him nothing for his work,

1414 who says, “I will build myself a roomy house
and large chambers,”

and cuts out its windows,
paneling it with cedar
and painting it with vermilion.

1515 Do you reign
because you compete in cedar?

Did not your father eat and drink
and do justice and righteousness,
and then it was well with him?

1616 He judged the cause of the poor and needy;
then it was well with him.

Is not this what it means to know Me?
says the LORD .

1717 But your eyes and your heart
are intent only on your covetousness

and on shedding innocent blood
and on oppression and violence.

1818 Therefore thus says the LORD concerning Jehoiakim
the son of Josiah, king of Judah:
They will not lament for him, saying,
“Ah, my brother!” or, “Ah, sister!”

They will not lament for him, saying,
“Ah, lord!” or, “Ah, his glory!”

1919 He will be buried with the burial of a donkey,
drawn and cast out
beyond the gates of Jerusalem.

2020 Go up to Lebanon and cry out,
and lift up your voice in Bashan,

and cry out from Abarim,
for all your lovers are destroyed.

2121 I spoke to you in your prosperity,
but you said, “I will not listen!”

This has been your manner from your youth,
that you have not obeyed My voice.

2222 The wind will sweep away all your shepherds,
and your lovers shall go into captivity;

surely then you will be ashamed and humiliated
for all your wickedness.

2323 O inhabitant of Lebanon,
who makes your nest in the cedars,

how you will groan when pangs come upon you,
the pain as of a woman in labor!

2424 As I live, says the LORD , though Koniah the son of
Jehoiakim king of Judah were the signet on My right
hand, yet would I pluck you from there. 2525 And I will
give you into the hand of those who seek your life and
into the hand of those whose face you fear, even into
the hand of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon and into
the hand of the Chaldeans. 2626 I will cast you and your
mother that bore you out into another country where
you were not born, and there you shall die. 2727 But to
the land where they desire to return, they will not re-
turn there.

2828 Is this man Koniah a despised broken jar?
Is he a vessel in which is no desire?

Why are he and his seed cast out
and thrown into a land which they had not known?

2929 O land, land, land,
hear the word of the LORD !

3030 Thus says the LORD :
Write down this man childless,
a man who will not prosper in his days;

for no man of his seed shall prosper,
sitting on the throne of David
and ruling any more in Judah.

The Righteous BrThe Righteous Branchanch

Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter
the sheep of My pasture! says the LORD .

22 Therefore thus says the LORD God of Israel against
the shepherds that feed My people: You have scat-
tered My flock and driven them away and have not vis-
ited them. I am about to punish you for the evil of
your deeds, says the LORD . 33 I will gather the remnant
of My flock out of all countries wherever I have driven
them and bring them again to their folds, and they
shall be fruitful and increase. 44 I will also set up shep-
herds over them who will feed them; and they will fear
no more, nor be dismayed, nor will they be missing,
says the LORD .

55 The days are coming, says the LORD ,
that I will raise up for David a righteous Branch,

and he shall reign as king and deal wisely,
and shall execute justice and righteousness in the

earth.
66 In his days Judah will be saved,

JEREMIAH 22:6 552 JEREMIAH 23:6



and Israel will dwell safely.
And this is the name by which he will be called:

THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.
77 Therefore, surely the days are coming, says the LORD
, when they will no more say, “As the LORD lives who
brought up the sons of Israel out of the land of Egypt,”
88 but, “As the LORD lives who brought up and led the
descendants of the house of Israel out of the north
country and from all countries where I had driven
them.” Then they will dwell in their own land.

Lying PrLying Prophetsophets
99 My heart is broken within me,
because of the prophets;
all my bones shake;

I am like a drunken man,
like a man overcome by wine,

because of the LORD ,
and because of His holy words.

1010 For the land is full of adulterers;
for the land mourns because of the curse.
The pleasant places of the wilderness have dried up.

And their course is evil
and their might is not right.

1111 For both prophet and priest are profane;
indeed, in My house I have found their wickedness,
says the LORD .

1212 Therefore their way will be as slippery ways to
them;

they shall be driven into the darkness
and fall in it;

for I will bring disaster upon them,
even the year of their punishment,
says the LORD .

1313 In addition, I have seen folly
in the prophets of Samaria.

They prophesied by Baal
and caused My people Israel to err.

1414 I have seen also among the prophets of Jerusalem
a horrible thing.
They commit adultery and walk in lies.

They also strengthen the hands of evildoers,
so that no one repents from his wickedness.

All of them are as Sodom to Me
and her inhabitants as Gomorrah.

1515 Therefore thus says the LORD of Hosts concerning
the prophets:
“I will feed them with wormwood
and make them drink the water of gall,

for from the prophets of Jerusalem
profaneness has gone out into all the land.”

1616 Thus says the LORD of Hosts:
Do not listen to the words of the prophets who

prophesy to you.
They lead you into vanity;

they speak a vision of their own heart
and not out of the mouth of the LORD .

1717 They still say to those who despise Me,

“The LORD has said, ‘You will have peace’”;
and they say to everyone who walks after the imagi-

nation of his own heart,
“No evil will come upon you.”

1818 For who has stood in the counsel of the LORD
and has perceived and heard His word?
Who has given heed to His word and listened to it?

1919 Look, a whirlwind of the LORD
has gone forth in fury,

a tempestuous whirlwind.
It will fall tempestuously upon the head of the

wicked.
2020 The anger of the LORD will not turn back
until He has executed and performed
the thoughts of His heart.

In the latter days
you will understand it perfectly.

2121 I have not sent these prophets,
yet they ran.

I have not spoken to them,
yet they prophesied.

2222 But if they had stood in My counsel
and had caused My people to hear My words,

then they would have turned them from their evil
way

and from the evil of their deeds.
2323 Am I a God who is near,
says the LORD ,
and not a God far off?

2424 Can a man hide himself in secret places
so that I do not see him?
says the LORD .
Do I not fill heaven and earth?
says the LORD .

2525 I have heard what the prophets have said who
prophesy lies in My name, saying, “I had a dream, I
had a dream!” 2626 How long shall this be in the heart of
the prophets who prophesy lies? Indeed, they are
prophets of the deceit of their own heart, 2727 who plan
to cause My people to forget My name by their
dreams, which they tell to their neighbor, as their fa-
thers have forgotten My name for Baal. 2828 The prophet
who has a dream, let him tell his dream. And he who
has My word, let him speak My word faithfully. What is
the chaff to the wheat? says the LORD . 2929 Is not My
word like fire, says the LORD , and like a hammer that
breaks the rock in pieces?

3030 See, therefore I am against the prophets, says the
LORD , who steal My words, each from his neighbor.
3131 See, I am against the prophets, says the LORD , who
use their tongues and say, “The LORD says.” 3232 See, I
am against those who prophesy false dreams, says the
LORD , and recount them and cause My people to err
by their lies and reckless boasting. Yet I sent them not
nor commanded them. Therefore they shall not profit
this people at all, says the LORD .
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False PrFalse Prophecyophecy
3333 When this people or the prophet or a priest asks

you, saying, “What is the oracle of the LORD ?” you
shall then say to them, “What oracle? I will forsake
you, says the LORD .” 3434 As for the prophet and the
priest and the people who say, “The oracle of the
LORD ,” I will punish that man and his house. 3535 Thus
each of you will say to his neighbor and to his brother,
“What has the LORD answered?” and, “What has the
LORD spoken?” 3636 And the oracle of the LORD you shall
mention no more, for every man’s word will be his ora-
cle. For you have perverted the words of the living
God, of the LORD of Hosts our God. 3737 Thus you will
say to that prophet, “What has the LORD answered
you?” and, “What has the LORD spoken?” 3838 But if you
say, “The oracle of the LORD ”; therefore thus says the
LORD : Because you say this word, “The oracle of the
LORD ,” I have also sent to you, saying, You shall not
say, “The oracle of the LORD .” 3939 Therefore, surely, I,
even I, will utterly forget you and cast you and the city
that I gave you and your fathers out of My presence.
4040 And I will bring an everlasting reproach upon you
and perpetual shame which shall not be forgotten.

The Good and Bad FigsThe Good and Bad Figs

The LORD showed me two baskets of figs that
were set before the temple of the LORD after

Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon had carried away
captive Jeconiah the son of Jehoiakim, king of Judah,
and the officials of Judah with the carpenters and
smiths from Jerusalem and brought them to Babylon.
22 One basket had very good figs, even like the figs that
are first ripe, and the other basket had very rotten
figs, which were so rotten they could not be eaten.

33 Then the LORD said to me, “What do you see, Jere-
miah?”

And I said, “Figs, the good figs, very good. And the
rotten, very rotten, that are so rotten they cannot be
eaten.”

44 Again the word of the LORD came to me, saying:
55 Thus says the LORD the God of Israel: Like these
good figs, so I will acknowledge those who are carried
away captive of Judah, whom I have sent out of this
place into the land of the Chaldeans for their good.
66 For I will set My eyes upon them for good, and I will
bring them again to this land. And I will build them up
and not pull them down. And I will plant them and not
pluck them up. 77 I will give them a heart to know Me,
that I am the LORD ; and they will be My people, and I
will be their God, for they will return to Me with their
whole heart.

88 But as the rotten figs, which cannot be eaten, they
are so rotten, says the LORD , so I will forsake Zedeki-
ah the king of Judah and his officials, and the rest of
Jerusalem who remain in this land, and those who
dwell in the land of Egypt. 99 And I will make them a

horror and an evil to all the kingdoms of the earth, to
be a reproach and a byword, a taunt and a curse, in all
places wherever I shall drive them. 1010 I will send the
sword, the famine, and the pestilence among them
until they are consumed from off the land that I gave
to them and to their fathers.

SeSeventy Yventy Years of Captivityears of Captivity

The word that came to Jeremiah concerning all
the people of Judah in the fourth year of Je-

hoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Judah, that was the
first year of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, 22 which
Jeremiah the prophet spoke to all the people of Judah
and to all the inhabitants of Jerusalem, saying: 33 From
the thirteenth year of Josiah the son of Amon, king of
Judah, even to this day, these twenty-three years the
word of the LORD has come to me, and I have spoken
to you, rising early and speaking, but you have not lis-
tened.

44 The LORD has sent to you all His servants the
prophets, rising early and sending them, but you have
not listened nor inclined your ear to hear. 55 They said,
“Turn now again everyone from his evil way and from
the evil of your deeds, and dwell in the land that the
LORD has given to you and to your fathers forever and
ever. 66 And do not go after other gods to serve them
and to worship them, and provoke Me not to anger
with the works of your hands; and I will do you no
harm.”

77 Yet you have not listened to Me, says the LORD ,
that you might provoke Me to anger with the works of
your hands to your own harm.

88 Therefore thus says the LORD of Hosts: Because
you have not obeyed My words, 99 I will send and take
all the families of the north, says the LORD , and Neb-
uchadnezzar the king of Babylon, My servant, and will
bring them against this land and its inhabitants, and
against all these surrounding nations; I will utterly de-
stroy them, and make them an astonishment, a hiss-
ing, and perpetual desolations. 1010 Moreover I will take
from them the voice of laughter and the voice of glad-
ness, the voice of the bridegroom and the voice of the
bride, the sound of the millstones and the light of the
candle. 1111 This whole land shall be a desolation and an
astonishment, and these nations will serve the king of
Babylon seventy years.

1212 It shall come to pass when seventy years are fin-
ished that I will punish the king of Babylon and that
nation, says the LORD , for their iniquity, and the land
of the Chaldeans, and will make it perpetual desola-
tions. 1313 I will bring upon that land all My words which I
have pronounced against it, even all that is written in
this book, which Jeremiah has prophesied against all
the nations. 1414 For many nations and great kings will
make slaves of them, even them. And I will recom-
pense them according to their deeds and according to
the works of their hands.
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The Cup of God’The Cup of God’s Ws Wrrathath
1515 For thus says the LORD God of Israel to me: Take

the wine cup of this fury at My hand and cause all the
nations to whom I send you to drink it. 1616 They will
drink, and totter, and be mad, because of the sword
that I will send among them.

1717 Then I took the cup from the hand of the LORD
and made all the nations, to whom the LORD had sent
me, drink: 1818 Jerusalem and the cities of Judah and the
kings and the officials, to make them a desolation, an
astonishment, a hissing, and a curse, as it is this day;
1919 Pharaoh king of Egypt, and his servants, and his offi-
cials, and all his people; 2020 and all the foreign people,
and all the kings of the land of Uz, and all the kings of
the land of the Philistines (even Ashkelon, and Gaza,
and Ekron, and the remnant of Ashdod); 2121 Edom, and
Moab, and the children of Ammon; 2222 and all the kings
of Tyre, and all the kings of Sidon, and the kings of the
coastlands which are beyond the sea; 2323 Dedan, and
Tema, and Buz, and all who cut the corners of their
hair; 2424 and all the kings of Arabia, and all the kings of
the foreign people who dwell in the desert; 2525 and all
the kings of Zimri, and all the kings of Elam, and all the
kings of the Medes; 2626 and all the kings of the north,
far and near, one with another; and all the kingdoms
of the earth which are upon the face of the earth, and
the king of Sheshak shall drink after them.

2727 Therefore you shall say to them, Thus says the
LORD of Hosts, the God of Israel: Drink and be drunk
and spew and fall and rise no more because of the
sword which I will send among you. 2828 It will be, if they
refuse to take the cup from your hand to drink, then
you will say to them: Thus says the LORD of Hosts: You
shall certainly drink! 2929 For I am starting to bring
calamity on the city which is called by My name, and
should you be utterly unpunished? You shall not be
unpunished. For I will call for a sword upon all the in-
habitants of the earth, says the LORD of Hosts.

3030 Therefore prophesy against them all these words,
and say to them:
The LORD will roar from on high,
and utter His voice from His holy habitation;
He will mightily roar against His fold.

He will give a shout, as those who tread the grapes,
against all the inhabitants of the earth.

3131 A noise shall come even to the remote parts of the
earth,

for the LORD has a controversy with the nations;
He shall enter into judgment with all flesh.
He shall give those who are wicked to the sword,
says the LORD .

3232 Thus says the LORD of Hosts:
See, disaster shall go forth
from nation to nation,

and a great whirlwind shall be raised up
from the remote parts of the earth.

3333 The slain of the LORD on that day will be from one
end of the earth even to the other end of the earth.
They will not be lamented or gathered or buried. They
will be as dung on the ground.

3434 Howl, you shepherds, and cry;
and wallow in the ashes, you leaders of the flock.

For the days of your slaughter and of your disper-
sions are accomplished;

and you will fall like a choice vessel.
3535 The shepherds will have no way to flee,
nor the leaders of the flock to escape.

3636 A voice of the cry of the shepherds
and a howling of the leaders of the flock shall be

heard,
for the LORD has devastated their pasture.

3737 The peaceable habitations are cut down
because of the fierce anger of the LORD .

3838 He has left His lair as the lion;
for their land is desolate

because of the fierceness of the oppressor
and because of His fierce anger.

JerJeremiah Thremiah Threatened With Deatheatened With Death

In the beginning of the reign of Jehoiakim the
son of Josiah, king of Judah, this word came

from the LORD , saying: 22 Thus says the LORD : Stand
in the court of the house of the LORD , and speak to all
the cities of Judah who come to worship in the house
of the LORD all the words that I command you to
speak to them. Do not diminish a word. 33 Perhaps they
will listen and turn every man from his evil way, that I
may repent of the calamity which I purpose to do to
them because of the evil of their deeds. 44 You will say
to them: Thus says the LORD : If you will not listen to
Me, to walk in My law which I have set before you, 55 to
listen to the words of My servants the prophets, whom
I sent to you, both rising up early and sending them,
but you have not listened, 66 then I will make this house
like Shiloh and will make this city a curse to all the na-
tions of the earth.

77 So the priests and the prophets and all the people
heard Jeremiah speaking these words in the house of
the LORD . 88 And when Jeremiah had made an end of
speaking all that the LORD had commanded him to
speak to all the people, the priests and the prophets
and all the people took hold of him, saying, “You shall
surely die. 99 Why have you prophesied in the name of
the LORD , saying, ‘This house shall be like Shiloh, and
this city shall be desolate without an inhabitant’?” And
all the people were gathered against Jeremiah in the
house of the LORD .

1010 When the officials of Judah heard these things,
then they came up from the king’s house to the house
of the LORD and sat down in the entry of the New
Gate of the house of the Lord. 1111 Then the priests and
the prophets spoke to the officials and to all the peo-
ple, saying, “This man deserves to die! For he has
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prophesied against this city, as you have heard with
your ears.”

1212 Then Jeremiah spoke to all the officials and to all
the people, saying, “The LORD sent me to prophesy
against this house and against this city all the words
that you have heard. 1313 Therefore now amend your
ways and your deeds, and obey the voice of the LORD
your God; and the LORD will repent of the disaster
that He has pronounced against you. 1414 As for me,
here I am in your hand. Do with me as seems good
and right to you. 1515 But know for certain that if you put
me to death, you will surely bring innocent blood up-
on yourselves and upon this city and upon the inhabi-
tants. For truly the LORD has sent me to you to speak
all these words in your ears.”

JerJeremiah Sparemiah Spared Fred From Deathom Death
1616 Then the officials and all the people said to the

priests and to the prophets, “This man is not worthy of
death. For he has spoken to us in the name of the
LORD our God.”

1717 Then certain of the elders of the land rose up and
spoke to all the assembly of the people, saying: 1818 “Mic-
ah of Moresheth prophesied in the days of Hezekiah
king of Judah, and spoke to all the people of Judah,
saying, ‘Thus says the LORD of Hosts:
Zion shall be plowed like a field,
and Jerusalem shall become heaps,
and the mountain of the house as the high places of

a forest.’
1919 Did Hezekiah king of Judah and all Judah put him to
death? Did he not fear the LORD and entreat the LORD
, and the LORD relented of the disaster which He had
pronounced against them? Thus we might procure
great evil against ourselves.”

2020 There was also a man that prophesied in the name
of the LORD , Uriah the son of Shemaiah of Kiriath
Jearim, who prophesied against this city and against
this land according to all the words of Jeremiah. 2121 And
when Jehoiakim the king, with all his mighty men and
all the officials, heard his words, the king sought to
put him to death. But when Uriah heard it, he was
afraid and fled and went into Egypt. 2222 And Jehoiakim
the king sent men into Egypt: namely, Elnathan the
son of Akbor and certain men with him into Egypt.
2323 They brought Uriah out of Egypt and led him to Je-
hoiakim the king, who slew him with the sword and
cast his dead body into the graves of the common
people.

2424 Nevertheless the hand of Ahikam the son of
Shaphan was with Jeremiah, with the result that he
was not given into the hands of the people to put him
to death.

Judah to Serve NebuchadneJudah to Serve Nebuchadnezzarzzar

In the beginning of the reign of Zedekiah the
son of Josiah, king of Judah, this word came to

Jeremiah from the LORD : 22 Thus says the LORD to me:
Make bonds and yokes and put them on your neck,
33 and send them to the king of Edom, and to the king
of Moab, and to the king of the Ammonites, and to the
king of Tyre, and to the king of Sidon, by the hand of
the messengers who come to Jerusalem to Zedekiah
king of Judah. 44 And command them to go to their
masters, saying: Thus says the LORD of Hosts, the God
of Israel: Thus you shall say to your masters: 55 I have
made the earth, the men, and the beasts which are on
the ground by My great power and by My outstretched
arm, and have given it to whom it seemed good to Me.
66 Now I have given all these lands into the hand of
Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon, My servant. And
also I have given to him the beasts of the field to serve
him. 77 All nations shall serve him and his son and his
son’s son until the time of his own land comes; and
then many nations and great kings will make him their
servant.

88 It shall come to pass that I will punish the nation
and kingdom which will not serve Nebuchadnezzar the
king of Babylon, and that will not put their neck under
the yoke of the king of Babylon, says the LORD . I will
punish that nation with the sword, and with famine,
and with pestilence, until I have consumed them by
his hand. 99 Therefore do not listen to your prophets, or
to your diviners, or to your dreamers, or to your en-
chanters, or to your sorcerers who speak to you, say-
ing, “You shall not serve the king of Babylon.” 1010 For
they prophesy a lie to you in order to remove you far
from your land. And I will drive you out, and you shall
perish. 1111 But the nations that bring their neck under
the yoke of the king of Babylon, and serve him, those I
will let remain still in their own land, says the LORD ,
and they shall till it and dwell in it.

1212 I spoke also to Zedekiah king of Judah according to
all these words, saying: Bring your necks under the
yoke of the king of Babylon and serve him and his
people, and live. 1313 Why will you die, you and your peo-
ple, by the sword, by the famine, and by the pesti-
lence, as the LORD has spoken against the nation that
will not serve the king of Babylon? 1414 Therefore do not
listen to the words of the prophets who speak to you,
saying, “You will not serve the king of Babylon,” be-
cause they prophesy a lie to you. 1515 For I have not sent
them, says the LORD , yet they prophesy a lie in My
name, so that I might drive you out and that you
might perish, you and the prophets that prophesy to
you.

1616 I also spoke to the priests and to all this people:
Thus says the LORD : Do not listen to the words of
your prophets that prophesy to you, saying, “The ves-
sels of the house of the LORD will now soon be
brought again from Babylon.” For they prophesy a lie
to you. 1717 Do not listen to them; serve the king of Baby-
lon, and live. Why should this city be laid waste? 1818 But
if they are prophets, and if the word of the LORD is
with them, let them now make intercession to the
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LORD of Hosts, that the vessels which are left in the
house of the LORD and in the house of the king of Ju-
dah and in Jerusalem not go to Babylon. 1919 For thus
says the LORD of Hosts concerning the pillars, and
concerning the sea, and concerning the bases, and
concerning the rest of the vessels that remain in this
city, 2020 which Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon did not
take when he carried away captive Jeconiah the son of
Jehoiakim, king of Judah from Jerusalem to Babylon,
and all the nobles of Judah and Jerusalem. 2121 Indeed,
thus says the LORD of Hosts, the God of Israel, con-
cerning the vessels that remain in the house of the
LORD and in the house of the king of Judah and in
Jerusalem: 2222 They will be carried to Babylon and they
will be there until the day that I visit them, says the
LORD . Then I will bring them up and restore them to
this place.

The False PrThe False Prophet Hananiahophet Hananiah

In that same year, at the beginning of the reign
of Zedekiah king of Judah, in the fourth year and

in the fifth month, Hananiah the son of Azzur, the
prophet, who was from Gibeon, spoke to me in the
house of the LORD in the presence of the priests and
of all the people, saying, 22 “Thus says the LORD of
Hosts, the God of Israel: I have broken the yoke of the
king of Babylon. 33 Within two full years I will bring back
into this place all the vessels of the house of the LORD
that Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon took away from
this place and carried to Babylon. 44 And I will bring
back to this place Jeconiah the son of Jehoiakim, king
of Judah, with all the captives of Judah who went into
Babylon, says the LORD , for I will break the yoke of
the king of Babylon.”

55 Then the prophet Jeremiah said to the prophet
Hananiah in the presence of the priests and in the
presence of all the people that stood in the house of
the LORD , 66 even the prophet Jeremiah said, “Amen.
May the LORD do so; may the LORD perform your
words which you have prophesied, to bring back the
vessels of the house of the LORD and all that was car-
ried away captive, from Babylon into this place. 77 Nev-
ertheless hear now this word that I speak in your ears
and in the ears of all the people. 88 The prophets of old
who have been before me and before you prophesied
both against many countries and against great king-
doms, of war and disaster and pestilence. 99 As for the
prophet who prophesies of peace, when the word of
the prophet comes to pass, then that prophet shall be
known as one whom the LORD has truly sent.”

1010 Then Hananiah the prophet took the yoke from off
the neck of the prophet Jeremiah and broke it. 1111 Hana-
niah spoke in the presence of all the people, saying,
“Thus says the LORD : Even so I will break the yoke of
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon from the neck of all
the nations within the space of two full years.” Then
the prophet Jeremiah went his way.

1212 Then the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah the
prophet, after Hananiah the prophet had broken the
yoke from off the neck of the prophet Jeremiah, say-
ing: 1313 Go and tell Hananiah, saying, Thus says the
LORD : You have broken the yokes of wood, but you
have made instead of them yokes of iron. 1414 For thus
says the LORD of Hosts, the God of Israel: I have put a
yoke of iron on the neck of all these nations, that they
may serve Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon; and they
shall serve him. And I have given him the beasts of the
field also.

1515 Then the prophet Jeremiah said to Hananiah the
prophet, “Listen now, Hananiah. The LORD has not
sent you, and you make this people trust in a lie.
1616 Therefore thus says the LORD : I am about to cast
you from off the face of the earth. This year you shall
die, because you have taught rebellion against the
LORD .”

1717 So Hananiah the prophet died the same year in the
seventh month.

JerJeremiahemiah’’s Letter to the Exiless Letter to the Exiles

Now these are the words of the letter that Jere-
miah the prophet sent from Jerusalem to the

rest of the elders of the captivity, and the priests, and
the prophets, and all the people whom Nebuchadnez-
zar had carried away captive from Jerusalem to Baby-
lon. 22 (This was after Jeconiah the king, and the queen,
and the eunuchs, and the officials of Judah and
Jerusalem, and the carpenters, and the smiths had de-
parted from Jerusalem.) 33 It was sent by the hand of
Elasah the son of Shaphan and Gemariah the son of
Hilkiah (whom Zedekiah, king of Judah, sent to Baby-
lon to Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon), saying:

44 Thus says the LORD of Hosts, the God of Israel, to
all who have been carried away captive whom I have
caused to be carried away from Jerusalem to Babylon:
55 Build houses and dwell in them; and plant gardens
and eat their fruit. 66 Take wives and beget sons and
daughters; and take wives for your sons and give your
daughters to husbands, so that they may bear sons
and daughters; so that you may increase there and
not diminish. 77 Seek the peace of the city where I have
caused you to be carried away captive, and pray to the
LORD for it; for in its peace you will have peace. 88 For
thus says the LORD of Hosts, the God of Israel: Do not
let your prophets and your diviners who are in your
midst deceive you, and do not listen to the dreams
which they dream. 99 For they prophesy falsely to you in
My name. I have not sent them, says the LORD .

1010 For thus says the LORD : When seventy years have
been completed for Babylon, I will visit you and per-
form My good word toward you, in causing you to re-
turn to this place. 1111 For I know the plans that I have
for you, says the LORD , plans for peace and not for
evil, to give you a future and a hope. 1212 Then you shall
call upon Me, and you shall come and pray to Me, and
I will listen to you. 1313 You shall seek Me and find Me,
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when you shall search for Me with all your heart. 1414 I
will be found by you, says the LORD , and I will turn
away your captivity and gather you from all the na-
tions and from all the places where I have driven you,
says the LORD , and I will bring you back into the place
from where I caused you to be carried away captive.

1515 Because you have said, “The LORD has raised up
prophets for us in Babylon,” 1616 thus says the LORD con-
cerning the king who sits on the throne of David, and
concerning all the people who dwell in this city, your
brothers who did not go out with you into exile, 1717 thus
says the LORD of Hosts: I will send upon them the
sword, the famine, and the pestilence, and will make
them like vile figs that cannot be eaten, they are so
rotten. 1818 I will pursue them with the sword, with
famine, and with pestilence; and will make them a ter-
ror to all the kingdoms of the earth, to be a curse and
an astonishment, a hissing and a reproach among all
the nations where I have driven them, 1919 because they
have not listened to My words, says the LORD , which I
sent to them by My servants the prophets, rising up
early and sending them. But you would not listen, says
the LORD .

2020 Therefore hear the word of the LORD , all you in
captivity whom I have sent from Jerusalem to Babylon.
2121 Thus says the LORD of Hosts, the God of Israel, con-
cerning Ahab the son of Kolaiah and concerning
Zedekiah the son of Maaseiah, who prophesy a lie to
you in My name: I will deliver them into the hand of
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, and he shall slay
them before your eyes. 2222 And because of them a curse
shall be taken up by all the captives of Judah who are
in Babylon, saying, “May the LORD make you like
Zedekiah and Ahab, whom the king of Babylon roast-
ed in the fire,” 2323 because they have committed folly in
Israel, and have committed adultery with their neigh-
bors’ wives, and have spoken lying words in My name,
which I have not commanded them. Indeed, I know
and am a witness, says the LORD .

A Message to ShemaiahA Message to Shemaiah
2424 Thus you shall also speak to Shemaiah the Nehe-

lamite, saying: 2525 Thus says the LORD of Hosts, the God
of Israel: Because you have sent letters in your name
to all the people who are in Jerusalem, and to Zephani-
ah the son of Maaseiah the priest, and to all the
priests, saying, 2626 The LORD has made you priest in-
stead of Jehoiada the priest, that you should be offi-
cers in the house of the LORD , for every man that is
mad and makes himself a prophet, that you should
put him in the stocks and in prison. 2727 Now therefore
why have you not reproved Jeremiah of Anathoth who
prophesies to you? 2828 For he has sent to us in Babylon,
saying, “ This captivityThis captivity will be long; build houses and
dwell in them, and plant gardens and eat their fruit.”

2929 Zephaniah the priest read this letter in the ears of
Jeremiah the prophet. 3030 Then the word of the LORD
came to Jeremiah, saying: 3131 Send to all the captives,

saying, Thus says the LORD concerning Shemaiah the
Nehelamite: Because Shemaiah has prophesied to you
though I did not send, and he caused you to trust in a
lie, 3232 therefore thus says the LORD : I will punish She-
maiah the Nehelamite and his seed. He will not have a
man to dwell among this people, nor will he see the
good that I will do for My people, says the LORD , be-
cause he has taught rebellion against the LORD .

IsrIsrael and Judah Restorael and Judah Restoreded

The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD
, saying: 22 Thus says the LORD God of Israel:

Write all the words that I have spoken to you in a
book. 33 For surely the days are coming, says the LORD ,
when I will restore the fortunes of My people Israel
and Judah. The LORD says, I also will cause them to re-
turn to the land that I gave to their fathers, and they
shall possess it.

44 These are the words that the LORD spoke concern-
ing Israel and Judah. 55 For thus says the LORD :
I have heard a sound of trembling,
of fear, and not of peace.

66 Ask now, and see,
can a male labor with child?

Why do I see every man
with his hands on his loins, as a woman in labor,
and all faces turned pale?

77 Alas! for that day is great,
so that no one is like it;

it is even the time of Jacob’s trouble,
but he shall be saved out of it.

88 For it shall come to pass in that day, says the LORD
of Hosts,

that I shall break his yoke from off their neck
and tear away their bonds,
and strangers shall no longer make them their

slaves.
99 But they shall serve the LORD their God
and David their king,
whom I will raise up for them.

1010 Therefore do not fear, O My servant Jacob,
says the LORD ,
nor be dismayed, O Israel;

for I will save you from afar,
and your seed from the land of their captivity.

And Jacob shall return and shall be in rest and be qui-
et,

and no one shall make him afraid.
1111 For I am with you, says the LORD ,
to save you.

Although I make a full end of all nations
wherever I have scattered you,
yet I will not make a full end of you.

But I will correct you in measure
and will not leave you altogether unpunished.

1212 For thus says the LORD :
Your bruise is incurable
and your wound is severe.
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1313 There is no one to plead your cause
that you may be bound up.
You have no healing medicines.

1414 All your lovers have forgotten you;
they do not seek you;

for I have wounded you with the wound of an enemy,
with the chastisement of a cruel one,

because of the multitude of your iniquities, because
your sins are numerous.

1515 Why do you cry because of your affliction?
Your sorrow is incurable.

Because of the multitude of your iniquities, because
your sins are numerous,

I have done these things to you.
1616 Therefore all who devour you will be devoured;
and all your adversaries, every one of them, will go

into captivity.
And those who plunder you will become plunder,
and all who prey upon you I will give for prey.

1717 For I will restore health to you,
and I will heal you of your wounds,
says the LORD ,

because they called you an outcast, saying,
“This is Zion whom no man cares for.”

1818 Thus says the LORD :
I will restore the fortunes of Jacob’s tents
and have mercy on his dwelling places;

and the city will be built upon her own heap,
and the palace will remain on its rightful place.

1919 Out of them will proceed thanksgiving
and the voice of those who make merry;

and I will multiply them,
and they will not be few.

I will also glorify them,
and they will not be small.

2020 Their children also will be as before,
and their congregation will be established before

Me;
and I will punish all who oppress them.

2121 Their leader shall be one of them,
and their ruler shall proceed from their midst;

and I will cause him to draw near and he will ap-
proach Me;

for who is this that dares
to approach Me?
says the LORD .

2222 You shall be My people,
and I will be your God.

2323 Look, the whirlwind of the LORD
goes forth with fury,

a continuing whirlwind;
it will fall with pain upon the head of the wicked.

2424 The fierce anger of the LORD shall not return
until He has done it
and until He has performed the intentions of His

heart.
In the latter days
you will understand it.

The Exiles ReturnThe Exiles Return

At that time, says the LORD , I will be the God of
all the families of Israel, and they shall be My

people.
22 Thus says the LORD :

The people who survived the sword
found grace in the wilderness,
when I went to give Israel rest.

33 The LORD has appeared to him from afar, saying:
Indeed, I have loved you with an everlasting love;
therefore with lovingkindness I have drawn you.

44 Again I will build you
and you will be built, O virgin of Israel.

You will again be adorned with your tambourines
and shall go forth in the dances of those who make

merry.
55 You will yet plant vines
on the mountains of Samaria;

the planters will plant
and will enjoy them.

66 For there will be a day when the watchmen
on the hills of Ephraim will proclaim,

“Arise, and let us go up to Zion,
to the LORD our God.”

77 For thus says the LORD :
Sing with gladness for Jacob,
and shout among the chief of the nations;

publish, praise, and say,
“O LORD , save Your people,
the remnant of Israel.”

88 See, I will bring them from the north country,
and gather them from the remote parts of the

earth,
and with them the blind and the lame,
the woman with child and her who is in labor with

child, together;
a great company will return here.

99 They will come with weeping,
and with supplications I will lead them.

I will cause them to walk by the rivers of waters,
in a straight way in which they shall not stumble.

For I am a Father to Israel,
and Ephraim is My firstborn.

1010 Hear the word of the LORD , O nations,
and declare it in the coastlands far off, and say,

“He who scattered Israel will gather him
and keep him, as a shepherd does his flock.”

1111 For the LORD has redeemed Jacob
and ransomed him from the hand of him who was

stronger than he.
1212 Therefore they will come and sing in the height of

Zion,
and will be joyful over the goodness of the LORD ,

for wheat and for wine and for oil
and for the young of the flock and of the herd;

and their souls will be as a watered garden.
And they will not sorrow any more at all.
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1313 Then the virgin shall rejoice in the dance,
both young men and old together;

for I will turn their mourning into joy,
and will comfort them, and make them rejoice from

their sorrow.
1414 I will satiate the soul of the priests with abundance,
and My people shall be satisfied with My goodness,
says the LORD .

1515 Thus says the LORD :
A voice is heard in Ramah,
lamentation and bitter weeping,

Rachel weeping for her children,
refusing to be comforted for her children,
because they are no more.

1616 Thus says the LORD :
Keep your voice from weeping
and your eyes from tears;

for your work shall be rewarded,
says the LORD ,
and they shall come back from the land of the ene-

my.
1717 There is hope for your future,
says the LORD ,
that your children will come back to their own bor-

der.
1818 I have surely heard Ephraim pleading:
“You have chastised me,
and I was chastised, as an untrained calf;

turn me back and I will be turned,
for you are the LORD my God.

1919 Surely after I turned back,
I repented;

and after I was instructed,
I struck myself on my thigh;

I was ashamed and even humiliated
because I bore the reproach of my youth.”

2020 Is Ephraim My dear son?
Is he a pleasant child?

For since I spoke against him,
I sursurely doely do remember him stillstill ;

therefore My heart longs for him.
I will surely have mercy on him,
says the LORD .

2121 Set up road marks,
place guideposts.

Set your heart toward the highway,
even the way by which you went.

Turn back, O virgin of Israel,
turn back to these your cities.

2222 How long will you go about,
O faithless daughter?

For the LORD has created a new thing in the earth:
A woman shall obtain a man.

2323 Thus says the LORD of Hosts, the God of Israel:
Once again they shall use this speech in the land of Ju-
dah and in the cities when I restore their fortunes:
“May the LORD bless you, O habitation of righteous-
ness and mountain of holiness!” 2424 And Judah and all

its cities will dwell there, the farmer and those who go
out with the flocks. 2525 For I satiate the weary souls and
I replenish every languishing soul.

2626 Upon this I awoke and looked, and my sleep was
sweet to me.

2727 Surely, the days are coming, says the LORD , when
I will sow the house of Israel and the house of Judah
with the seed of man and with the seed of beast. 2828 It
shall come to pass that as I have watched over them
to pluck up, and to break down, and to throw down,
and to destroy, and to afflict, so I will watch over them,
to build, and to plant, says the LORD . 2929 In those days
they will say no more:
“The fathers have eaten sour grapes,
and the children’s teeth are set on edge.”

3030 But everyone will die for his own iniquity. Every man
that eats the sour grape, his teeth will be set on edge.

A NeA New Cow Covenantvenant
3131 Surely, the days are coming, says the LORD ,
when I will make a new covenant

with the house of Israel
and with the house of Judah.

3232 It will not be according to the covenant
that I made with their fathers

in the day that I took them by the hand
to bring them out of the land of Egypt,

because they broke My covenant,
although I was a husband to them,
says the LORD .

3333 But this shall be the covenant that I will make with
the house of Israel

after those days, says the LORD :
I will put My law within them
and write it in their hearts;

and I will be their God,
and they shall be My people.

3434 They shall teach no more every man his neighbor
and every man his brother, saying, “Know the LORD

,”
for they all shall know Me,
from the least of them to the greatest of them,
says the LORD ,

for I will forgive their iniquity,
and I will remember their sin no more.

3535 Thus says the LORD ,
who gives the sun
for a light by day

and the ordinances of the moon and of the stars
for a light by night,

who stirs up the sea
so that the waves roar,
the LORD of Hosts is His name:

3636 If those ordinances depart from before Me,
says the LORD ,

then the seed of Israel also will cease
from being a nation before Me forever.

3737 Thus says the LORD :
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3232

If heaven above can be measured,
and the foundations of the earth searched out be-

neath,
I will also cast off all the seed of Israel
for all that they have done,
says the LORD .

3838 Surely, the days are coming, says the LORD , when
the city will be built to the LORD from the Tower of
Hananel to the Corner Gate. 3939 The measuring line
shall stretch out straight to the hill Gareb, and shall
then turn to Goah. 4040 The whole valley of the dead bod-
ies and of the ashes, and all the fields to the Kidron
Valley, to the corner of the Horse Gate toward the
east, will be holy to the LORD . It will not be plucked
up nor thrown down any more forever.

JerJeremiah Buys a Fieldemiah Buys a Field

The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD
in the tenth year of Zedekiah king of Judah,

which was the eighteenth year of Nebuchadnezzar.
22 For then the king of Babylon’s army besieged
Jerusalem, and Jeremiah the prophet was shut up in
the court of the prison, which was in the house of the
king of Judah.

33 For Zedekiah king of Judah had shut him up, say-
ing, “Why do you prophesy? You say: Thus says the
LORD : I am about to give this city into the hand of the
king of Babylon, and he shall take it, 44 and Zedekiah
king of Judah will not escape out of the hand of the
Chaldeans, but will surely be delivered into the hand
of the king of Babylon, and will speak with him face to
face and see him eye to eye. 55 And he will lead Zedeki-
ah to Babylon, and there he will be until I visit him,
says the LORD . Though you fight against the
Chaldeans, you will not succeed.”

66 So Jeremiah said, The word of the LORD came to
me, saying: 77 Hanamel the son of Shallum your uncle
will come to you, saying, “Buy my field that is in
Anathoth. For the right of redemption is yours to buy
it.”

88 So Hanamel my uncle’s son came to me in the court
of the prison according to the word of the LORD and
said to me, “Please buy my field, that is in Anathoth,
which is in the country of Benjamin; for the right of in-
heritance and the redemption is yours. Buy it for your-
self.”

Then I knew that this was the word of the LORD . 99 I
bought the field of Hanamel my uncle’s son, that was
in Anathoth, and weighed him the money, even seven-
teen shekels †† of silver. 1010 I signed and sealed the deed,
and summoned witnesses, and weighed the money
from him in the balances. 1111 So I took the deed of pur-
chase, both that which was sealed according to the
law and custom, and that which was open. 1212 And I
gave the deed of purchase to Baruch the son of Neri-
ah, the son of Mahseiah, in the sight of Hanamel my
uncle’s son, and in the presence of the witnesses who

† About 7 ounces, or 200 grams.

signed the deed of purchase, before all the Jews who
sat in the court of the prison.

1313 I charged Baruch in their presence, saying, 1414 Thus
says the LORD of Hosts, the God of Israel: Take these
deeds, this sealed deed of purchase and this deed
which is open, and put them in an earthen vessel that
they may last many days. 1515 For thus says the LORD of
Hosts, the God of Israel: Houses and fields and vine-
yards shall be possessed again in this land.

JerJeremiah Premiah Prays for Understandingays for Understanding
1616 Now when I had delivered the deed of purchase to

Baruch the son of Neriah, I prayed to the LORD , say-
ing:

1717 Ah Lord GOD ! Truly, You have made the heavens
and the earth by Your great power and outstretched
arm, and there is nothing too hard for You. 1818 You
show lovingkindness to thousands, and recompense
the iniquity of the fathers into the bosom of their chil-
dren after them, O great and mighty God. The LORD of
Hosts is His name, 1919 great in counsel and mighty in
deed, whose eyes are open to all the ways of the sons
of men, to give to everyone according to his ways and
according to the fruit of his deeds. 2020 You have set
signs and wonders in the land of Egypt, even to this
day, and in Israel, and among other men, and have
made Yourself a name, as it is today. 2121 And You have
brought your people Israel out of the land of Egypt
with signs, and with wonders, and with a strong hand,
and with a stretched-out arm, and with great terror.
2222 And You have given them this land, which You swore
to their fathers to give them, a land flowing with milk
and honey. 2323 And they entered and possessed it. But
they did not obey Your voice or walk in Your law. They
have done nothing of all that You commanded them
to do; therefore You have caused all this calamity to
come upon them.

2424 See, the siege ramps have come to the city to take
it. And the city is given into the hand of the Chaldeans
who fight against it, because of the sword, and of the
famine, and of the pestilence, and what You have spo-
ken has come to pass, as You can see. 2525 O Lord GOD ,
You have said to me, “Buy the field for money and call
in witnesses,” although the city is given into the hand
of the Chaldeans.

God PrGod Promises the Peopleomises the People’’s Returns Return
2626 Then the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah, say-

ing: 2727 Behold, I am the LORD , the God of all flesh. Is
anything too hard for Me? 2828 Therefore thus says the
LORD : I will give this city into the hand of the
Chaldeans and into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar king
of Babylon, and he shall take it. 2929 And the Chaldeans
who fight against this city will come and set this city
on fire and burn it with the houses, upon whose roofs
they have offered incense to Baal and poured out
drink offerings to other gods, to provoke Me to anger.
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3030 Indeed the sons of Israel and the sons of Judah
have only done evil before Me from their youth. For
the sons of Israel have only provoked Me to anger
with the work of their hands, says the LORD . 3131 Indeed
this city has been to Me a provocation of My anger
and My fury from the day that they built it, even to this
day, so that I should remove it from before My face,
3232 because of all the evil of the sons of Israel and of the
sons of Judah which they have done to provoke Me to
anger, they, their kings, their officials, their priests,
and their prophets, and the men of Judah and the in-
habitants of Jerusalem. 3333 They have turned their back
to Me and not their face. Though I taught them, rising
up early and teaching them, yet they have not listened
nor received instruction. 3434 But they set their abomina-
tions in the house which is called by My name, to de-
file it. 3535 They built the high places of Baal which are in
the Valley of Ben Hinnom to cause their sons and their
daughters to pass through the firthe firee to Molek, which I
had not commanded them, nor did it come into My
mind that they should do this abomination, to cause
Judah to sin.

3636 Now therefore, thus says the LORD , the God of Is-
rael, concerning this city of which you say, “It shall be
delivered into the hand of the king of Babylon by the
sword, and by famine, and by pestilence”: 3737 See, I will
gather them out of all countries wherever I have dri-
ven them in My anger, and in My fury, and in great
wrath; and I will bring them again to this place, and I
will cause them to dwell safely. 3838 And they shall be My
people, and I will be their God. 3939 And I will give them
one heart and one way, that they may fear Me forever,
for their good and for their children after them. 4040 And
I will make an everlasting covenant with them that I
will not turn away from them, to do them good. But I
will put My fear in their hearts so that they shall not
depart from Me. 4141 Indeed, I will rejoice over them to
do them good, and I will plant them in this land as-
suredly with My whole heart and with My whole soul.

4242 For thus says the LORD : Just as I have brought all
this great calamity upon this people, so I will bring up-
on them all the good that I have promised them.
4343 Fields will be bought in this land of which you say, It
is desolate, without man or beast. It is given into the
hand of the Chaldeans. 4444 Men will buy fields for mon-
ey, sign and seal deeds, and call in witnesses in the
land of Benjamin, and in the places about Jerusalem,
and in the cities of Judah, and in the cities of the
mountains, and in the cities of the valley, and in the
cities of the Negev; for I will restore their fortunes,
says the LORD .

The PrThe Promise of Restoromise of Restorationation

Moreover the word of the LORD came to Jeremi-
ah the second time, while he was yet shut up in

the court of the prison, saying: 22 Thus says the LORD ,
the Maker of the earth, the LORD who formed it to es-
tablish it; the LORD is His name: 33 Call to Me, and I will

answer you, and show you great and mighty things
which you do not know. 44 For thus says the LORD God
of Israel concerning the houses of this city, and con-
cerning the houses of the kings of Judah, which are
thrown down to make a defenseto make a defense against the siege
mounds and against the sword: 55 They come to fight
with the Chaldeans, but it is to fill them with the dead
bodies of men whom I have slain in My anger and in
My fury, all for whose wickedness I have hidden My
face from this city.

66 I will bring it health and healing, and I will heal
them; and I will reveal to them the abundance of
peace and truth. 77 I will restore the fortunes of Judah
and the fortunes of Israel, and will build them as at
the first. 88 I will cleanse them from all their iniquity
whereby they have sinned against Me. And I will par-
don all their iniquities whereby they have sinned and
whereby they have transgressed against Me. 99 It will
be to Me a name of joy, praise, and honor before all
the nations of the earth which shall hear of all the
good that I do to them; and they will fear and tremble
for all the goodness and for all the prosperity that I
procure for it.

1010 Thus says the LORD : Again there shall be heard in
this place of which you say, “It is desolate, without
man and without beast,” even in the cities of Judah,
and in the streets of Jerusalem, that are desolate, with-
out man and without inhabitant, and without beast,
1111 the voice of joy, and the voice of gladness, the voice
of the bridegroom, and the voice of the bride, the
voice of those who shall say,
“Give thanks to the LORD of Hosts,
for the LORD is good;
for His mercy endures forever,”

and of those who bring the sacrifice of praise into the
house of the LORD . For I will restore the fortunes of
the land as at the first, says the LORD .

1212 Thus says the LORD of Hosts: Again in this place
which is desolate, without man and without beast, and
in all the cities, will be a habitation of shepherds caus-
ing their flocks to lie down. 1313 In the cities of the moun-
tains, in the cities of the vale, and in the cities of the
Negev, and in the land of Benjamin, and in the places
about Jerusalem, and in the cities of Judah, shall the
flocks pass again under the hands of him who num-
bers them, says the LORD .

The Davidic CoThe Davidic Covenantvenant
1414 Surely, the days are coming, says the LORD , when

I will perform that good word which I have promised
to the house of Israel and to the house of Judah:

1515 In those days and at that time,
I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for

David;
and he shall execute justice and righteousness in

the earth.
1616 In those days Judah will be saved,
and Jerusalem will dwell safely.
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And this is the namethe name by which she will be called:
THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.

1717 For thus says the LORD : David shall never lack a
man to sit on the throne of the house of Israel; 1818 nor
shall the Levitical priests lack a man before Me to offer
burnt offerings, to kindle grain offerings, and to sacri-
fice continually.

1919 The word of the LORD came to Jeremiah, saying:
2020 Thus says the LORD : If you can break My covenant
of the day and My covenant of the night so that there
should not be day and night in their season, 2121 then al-
so My covenant may be broken with David My servant,
that he should not have a son to reign on his throne,
and with the Levitical priests, My ministers. 2222 As the
host of heaven cannot be numbered nor the sand of
the sea measured, so I will multiply the seed of David
My servant and the Levites that minister to Me.

2323 Moreover the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah,
saying: 2424 Have you not considered what this people
have spoken, saying, “The two families which the
LORD has chosen, He has cast them off”? Thus they
have despised My people, that they should be no
more a nation before them. 2525 Thus says the LORD : If
My covenant for day and night does not stand, and if I
have not appointed the ordinances of heaven and
earth, 2626 then I would cast away the seed of Jacob and
David My servant, so that I would not take any of his
seed to be rulers over the seed of Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob. Yet I will restore their fortunes and have mercy
on them.

Zedekiah to Die in ExileZedekiah to Die in Exile

The word which came to Jeremiah from the
LORD when Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon

and all his army and all the kingdoms of the earth of
his dominion and all the people fought against
Jerusalem and against all the cities, saying: 22 Thus says
the LORD , the God of Israel: Go and speak to Zedeki-
ah king of Judah and tell him: Thus says the LORD : I
will give this city into the hand of the king of Babylon,
and he will burn it with fire. 33 And you will not escape
out of his hand, but will surely be taken and delivered
into his hand. And you will see the king of Babylon eye
to eye, and he will speak with you face to face, and you
will go to Babylon.

44 Yet hear the word of the LORD , O Zedekiah king of
Judah! Thus says the LORD concerning you: You will
not die by the sword. 55 But you will die in peace; and as
spices were burned for your fathers, the former kings
who were before you, so they burn spices for you. And
they will lament for you, saying, “Alas, lord!” For I have
pronounced the word, says the LORD .

66 Then Jeremiah the prophet spoke all these words to
Zedekiah king of Judah in Jerusalem, 77 when the king
of Babylon’s army fought against Jerusalem, and
against all the cities of Judah that were left, against
Lachish and Azekah, for these fortified cities remained
of the cities of Judah.

Slaves to be FrSlaves to be Freeee
88 This is the word that came to Jeremiah from the

LORD after the king Zedekiah had made a covenant
with all the people who were in Jerusalem to proclaim
liberty to them: 99 that every man should let his male
slave and every man his female slave, being a Hebrew
man or a Hebrew woman, go free so that no one
should keep them, a Jew his brother, in bondage.
1010 Now when all the officials and all the people who
had entered into the covenant heard that everyone
should let his male slave and everyone his female
slave go free, so that no one should keep them any
more in bondage, then they obeyed and let them go.
1111 But afterward they turned around and caused the
male slaves and the female slaves whom they had set
free to return, and brought them into subjection for
male slaves and female slaves.

1212 Therefore the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah
from the LORD , saying: 1313 Thus says the LORD , the
God of Israel: I made a covenant with your fathers in
the day that I brought them out of the land of Egypt,
out of the house of bondage, saying: 1414 “At the end of
seven years, each of you shall set free his Hebrew
brother who has been sold to you; and when he has
served you six years, you shall let him go free from
you.” But your fathers did not obey Me nor incline
their ear. 1515 You recently turned and did what was right
in My sight by proclaiming liberty, every man to his
neighbor; and you made a covenant before Me in the
house that is called by My name. 1616 But then you
turned around and profaned My name when every
one of you took back his male and female slaves,
whom you had set free, at their pleasure, and you
brought them into subjection to be your slaves.

1717 Therefore thus says the LORD : You have not
obeyed Me in proclaiming liberty, everyone to his
brother and every man to his neighbor. I proclaim a
liberty to you, says the LORD , to the sword, to the
pestilence, and to the famine; and I will make you a
terror to all the kingdoms of the earth. 1818 I will give the
men who have transgressed My covenant, who have
not performed the words of the covenant which they
had made before Me, when they cut the calf in two
and passed between the parts, 1919 the officials of Judah
and the officials of Jerusalem, the court officers, and
the priests, and all the people of the land, who passed
between the parts of the calf, 2020 I will even give them
into the hand of their enemies and into the hand of
those who seek their life; and their dead bodies shall
be food to the fowl of heaven and to the beasts of the
earth.

2121 Zedekiah king of Judah and his officials I will give
into the hand of their enemies and into the hand of
those who seek their life and into the hand of the king
of Babylon’s army, which has gone away from you. 2222 I
will command, says the LORD , and cause them to re-
turn to this city, and they will fight against it and take
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it and burn it with fire; and I will make the cities of Ju-
dah a desolation without an inhabitant.

The Rekabites’ ObedienceThe Rekabites’ Obedience

The word which came to Jeremiah from the
LORD in the days of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah,

king of Judah, saying: 22 Go to the house of the Rek-
abites and speak to them, and bring them into the
house of the LORD , into one of the chambers, and
give them wine to drink.

33 Then I took Jaazaniah the son of Jeremiah, the son
of Habazziniah, and his brothers and all his sons and
the whole house of the Rekabites, 44 and I brought
them into the house of the LORD , into the chamber of
the sons of Hanan, the son of Igdaliah, a man of God,
which was by the chamber of the officials, which was
above the chamber of Maaseiah the son of Shallum,
the keeper of the door. 55 Then I set before the sons of
the house of the Rekabites pots full of wine and cups,
and I said to them, “Drink wine.”

66 But they said, “We will drink no wine. For Jonadab
the son of Rekab our father commanded us, saying,
‘You shall not drink wine, neither you nor your sons
forever. 77 You shall not build a house, sow seed, plant a
vineyard, nor own one; but all your days you shall
dwell in tents so that you may live many days in the
land where you sojourn.’ 88 Thus we have obeyed the
voice of Jonadab the son of Rekab, our father, in all
that he has charged us, to drink no wine all our days,
we, our wives, our sons, nor our daughters, 99 nor to
build houses for us to dwell in; and we do not have
vineyard, or field, or seed. 1010 But we have lived in tents
only and have obeyed and done according to all that
Jonadab our father commanded us. 1111 But when Neb-
uchadnezzar king of Babylon came up into the land,
we said, ‘Come, and let us go to Jerusalem before the
army of the Chaldeans and before the army of the
Arameans.’ So we have dwelt in Jerusalem.”

1212 Then the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah, say-
ing: 1313 Thus says the LORD of Hosts, the God of Israel:
Go and tell the men of Judah and the inhabitants of
Jerusalem, Will you not receive instruction by listening
to My words? says the LORD . 1414 The words of Jonadab
the son of Rekab, that he commanded his sons not to
drink wine, are performed. For to this day they drink
none, but they obey their father’s commandment.
However, I have spoken to you, rising early and speak-
ing, but you did not obey Me. 1515 I also have sent to you
all My servants the prophets, rising up early and send-
ing them, saying, “Return now every man from his evil
way and amend your deeds, and do not go after other
gods to serve them, and you will dwell in the land that
I have given to you and to your fathers.” But you have
not inclined your ear nor obeyed Me. 1616 Indeed, the
sons of Jonadab the son of Rekab have performed the
commandment of their father, which he commanded
them, but this people has not obeyed Me.

1717 Therefore thus says the LORD God of Hosts, the
God of Israel: I will bring upon Judah and upon all the
inhabitants of Jerusalem all the disaster that I have
pronounced against them; because I have spoken to
them but they have not listened, and I have called
them but they have not answered.

1818 Jeremiah said to the house of the Rekabites: Thus
says the LORD of Hosts, the God of Israel: Because you
have obeyed the commandment of Jonadab your fa-
ther and kept all his precepts and done according to
all that he has commanded you, 1919 therefore thus says
the LORD of Hosts, the God of Israel, Jonadab the son
of Rekab shall not lack a man to stand before Me al-
ways.

JerJeremiahemiah’’s Scrs Scroll Is Burnedoll Is Burned

In the fourth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josi-
ah, king of Judah, this word came to Jeremiah

from the LORD , saying: 22 Take a scroll of a book, and
write in it all the words that I have spoken to you
against Israel and against Judah and against all the na-
tions, from the day I spoke to you, from the days of
Josiah, even to this day. 33 It may be that the house of
Judah will hear all the disaster which I intend to do to
them, so that every man may turn from his evil way;
then I will forgive their iniquity and their sin.

44 Then Jeremiah called Baruch the son of Neriah. And
Baruch wrote on a scroll at the dictation of Jeremiah all
the words of the LORD which He had spoken to him.
55 Jeremiah commanded Baruch, saying, “I am shut in. I
cannot go into the house of the LORD . 66 Therefore go
and read from the scroll that you have written at my
dictation the words of the LORD in the hearing of the
people in the house of the LORD on a fast day. And al-
so you shall read them in the ears of all Judah who
come out of their cities. 77 Perhaps their supplication
will come before the LORD , and everyone will turn
from his evil way, for great is the anger and the fury
that the LORD has pronounced against this people.”

88 Baruch the son of Neriah did according to all that
Jeremiah the prophet commanded him, reading in the
book the words of the LORD in the house of the LORD
. 99 In the fifth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king
of Judah, in the ninth month, they proclaimed a fast
before the LORD to all the people in Jerusalem and to
all the people who came from the cities of Judah to
Jerusalem. 1010 Then Baruch read from the book the
words of Jeremiah in the house of the LORD , in the
chamber of Gemariah the son of Shaphan the scribe,
in the higher court, at the entry of the New Gate of the
house of the LORD , in the ears of all the people.

1111 When Micaiah the son of Gemariah, the son of
Shaphan, had heard out of the book all the words of
the LORD , 1212 then he went down to the king’s house,
into the scribe’s chamber. And all the officials sat
there, even Elishama the scribe, and Delaiah the son
of Shemaiah, and Elnathan the son of Akbor, and
Gemariah the son of Shaphan, and Zedekiah the son
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of Hananiah, and all the other officials. 1313 Then Micaiah
declared to them all the words that he had heard
when Baruch read the book in the ears of the people.
1414 Then all the officials sent Jehudi the son of Nethani-
ah, the son of Shelemiah, the son of Cushi, to Baruch,
saying, “Take in your hand the scroll from which you
have read in the ears of the people and come.” So
Baruch the son of Neriah took the scroll in his hand
and came to them. 1515 They said to him, “Sit down now,
and read it in our ears.”

So Baruch read it in their ears. 1616 When they heard all
the words, they turned to one another in fear and said
to Baruch, “We will surely tell the king of all these
words.” 1717 They also asked Baruch, saying, “Tell us now,
how did you write all these words? Was it at his
mouth?”

1818 Then Baruch answered them, “He pronounced all
these words to me with his mouth, and I wrote them
with ink in the book.”

1919 Then the officials said to Baruch, “Go hide, you and
Jeremiah, and let no man know where you are.”

2020 Then they went to the king in the court, but they
laid up the scroll in the chamber of Elishama the
scribe, and told all the words in the ears of the king.
2121 So the king sent Jehudi to fetch the scroll, and he
took it out of Elishama the scribe’s chamber. And Jehu-
di read it in the ears of the king and in the ears of all
the officials who stood beside the king. 2222 Now the
king sat in the winter house in the ninth month, and
there was a fire burning on the hearth before him.
2323 As Jehudi read three or four columns, the king cut it
with a scribe’s knife and cast it into the fire that was on
the hearth, until all the scroll was consumed in the fire
that was on the hearth. 2424 Yet they were not afraid, nor
did they tear their garments, neither the king nor any
of his servants who heard all these words. 2525 Although
Elnathan and Delaiah and Gemariah entreated the
king not to burn the scroll, yet he would not listen to
them. 2626 But the king commanded Jerahmeel the son
of Hammelech, and Seraiah the son of Azriel, and
Shelemiah the son of Abdeel to seize Baruch the
scribe and Jeremiah the prophet. But the LORD hid
them.

JerJeremiah and Baruch Reemiah and Baruch Rewrite the Scrwrite the Scrolloll
2727 Then the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah after

the king had burned the book and the words which
Baruch had written at the mouth of Jeremiah, saying:
2828 Take again another scroll and write in it all the for-
mer words that were in the first book, which Jehoiakim
the king of Judah has burned. 2929 You shall say to Je-
hoiakim king of Judah: Thus says the LORD : You have
burned this book, saying, Why have you written in it
that the king of Babylon will certainly come and de-
stroy this land, and will cause man and beast to cease
from here? 3030 Therefore thus says the LORD concern-
ing Jehoiakim king of Judah: He shall have no one to sit
on the throne of David. And his dead body shall be

cast out to the heat of the day and the frost of the
night. 3131 I will also punish him and his seed and his ser-
vants for their iniquity. And I will bring upon them and
upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem and upon the men
of Judah all the disaster that I have pronounced
against them; but they did not listen.

3232 Then Jeremiah took another scroll and gave it to
Baruch the scribe, the son of Neriah who wrote in it
from the mouth of Jeremiah all the words of the book
which Jehoiakim king of Judah had burned in the fire.
And there were added to them many like words.

JerJeremiah Wemiah Warns Zedekiaharns Zedekiah

And King Zedekiah the son of Josiah reigned in-
stead of Koniah the son of Jehoiakim, whom

Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon made king in the
land of Judah. 22 But neither he nor his servants nor the
people of the land listened to the words of the LORD ,
which He spoke through the prophet Jeremiah.

33 But Zedekiah the king sent Jehukal the son of
Shelemiah and Zephaniah the son of Maaseiah, the
priest, to the prophet Jeremiah, saying, “Please pray to
the LORD our God for us.”

44 Now Jeremiah was still coming in and going out
among the people, for they had not yet put him into
prison. 55 At that time Pharaoh’s army had come out of
Egypt, and when the Chaldeans who were besieging
Jerusalem heard the report of them, they departed
from Jerusalem.

66 Then the word of the LORD came to the prophet Je-
remiah, saying: 77 Thus says the LORD , the God of Is-
rael: Thus you shall say to the king of Judah who sent
you to Me to inquire of Me: Pharaoh’s army which has
come out to help you shall return to Egypt, to its own
land. 88 The Chaldeans will come again and fight
against this city, and take it, and burn it with fire.

99 Thus says the LORD : Do not deceive yourselves,
saying, “The Chaldeans will surely depart from us,” for
they will not depart. 1010 For though you had struck the
whole army of the Chaldeans who fight against you
and there remained but wounded men among them,
yet every man would rise up in his tent and burn this
city with fire.

JerJeremiah Imprisonedemiah Imprisoned
1111 Now when the army of the Chaldeans had with-

drawn from Jerusalem at the approach of Pharaoh’s
army, 1212 Jeremiah set out from Jerusalem to go into the
land of Benjamin to take possession of his property
there among the people. 1313 When he was in the Gate
of Benjamin, a captain of the guard was there whose
name was Irijah the son of Shelemiah, the son of
Hananiah. And he seized Jeremiah the prophet, saying,
“You are falling away to the Chaldeans!”

1414 But Jeremiah said, “It is false! I am not falling away
to the Chaldeans,” but he did not listen to him. So Iri-
jah seized Jeremiah and brought him to the officials.
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1515 Therefore the officials were wrathful with Jeremiah,
and struck him, and put him in prison in the house of
Jonathan the scribe; for they had made that the
prison.

1616 For Jeremiah had entered the dungeon, that is, the
vaulted cell, and Jeremiah had remained there many
days. 1717 Then Zedekiah the king sent and took him out;
and the king asked him secretly in his house, and said,
“Is there any word from the LORD ?”

And Jeremiah said, “There is!” Then he said, “You
shall be delivered into the hand of the king of Baby-
lon.”

1818 Moreover Jeremiah said to King Zedekiah, “How
have I sinned against you or against your servants or
against this people that you have put me in prison?
1919 Where now are your prophets who prophesied to
you, saying, ‘The king of Babylon will not come against
you, nor against this land’? 2020 Therefore now please lis-
ten, O my lord the king. Please let my supplication be
accepted before you, that you not cause me to return
to the house of Jonathan the scribe, lest I die there.”

2121 Then Zedekiah the king commanded that they
should commit Jeremiah into the court of the prison
and give him daily a piece of bread out of the bakers’
street, until all the bread in the city was finished. Thus
Jeremiah remained in the court of the prison.

JerJeremiah Thremiah Throown Into a Cisternwn Into a Cistern

Now Shephatiah the son of Mattan, and Gedali-
ah the son of Pashhur, and Jukal the son of

Shelemiah, and Pashhur the son of Malkijah heard the
words that Jeremiah had spoken to all the people, say-
ing: 22 Thus says the LORD : He who remains in this city
will die by the sword, by famine, and by pestilence. But
he who goes out to the Chaldeans shall live, for he
shall have his life as plunder, and shall live. 33 Thus says
the LORD : This city shall surely be given into the hand
of the king of Babylon’s army, and he will capture it.

44 Therefore the officials said to the king, “We beseech
you, let this man be put to death, for he thus weakens
the hands of the men of war who remain in this city
and the hands of all the people, in speaking such
words to them; for this man does not seek the welfare
of this people, but their harm.”

55 Then Zedekiah the king said, “Here he is; he is in
your hand; for the king cannot do anything against
you.”

66 Then they took Jeremiah and cast him into the cis-
tern of Malkijah the son of Hammelech that was in the
court of the prison, and they let Jeremiah down with
cords. And in the cistern there was no water, only
mud, so Jeremiah sank in the mud.

77 Now Ebed-Melek the Ethiopian, one of the eunuchs
who was in the king’s house, heard that they had put
Jeremiah in the cistern. Now the king was sitting in the
Gate of Benjamin. 88 Ebed-Melek went forth out of the
king’s house and spoke to the king, saying, 99 “My lord
the king, these men have done evil in all that they

have done to Jeremiah the prophet whom they have
cast into the cistern. And he will die by hunger in the
place where he is, for there is no more bread in the
city.”

1010 Then the king commanded Ebed-Melek the
Ethiopian, saying, “Take thirty men with you from here
and take up Jeremiah the prophet out of the cistern
before he dies.”

1111 So Ebed-Melek took the men under his authority
and went into the house of the king under the store-
room and took from there worn-out clothes and worn-
out rags and let them down by cords into the cistern
to Jeremiah. 1212 Then Ebed-Melek the Ethiopian said to
Jeremiah, “Now put these worn-out clothes and worn-
out rags under your armpits under the cords,” so Jere-
miah did accordingly. 1313 Then they drew Jeremiah up
with cords and took him up out of the cistern, and Je-
remiah remained in the court of the prison.

JerJeremiah Wemiah Warns Zedekiah Againarns Zedekiah Again
1414 Then Zedekiah the king sent and had Jeremiah the

prophet brought to him at the third entrance that is in
the house of the LORD . And the king said to Jeremiah,
“I will ask you something; hide nothing from me.”

1515 Then Jeremiah said to Zedekiah, “If I declare it to
you, shall you not surely put me to death? And if I give
you counsel, you will not listen to me.”

1616 So Zedekiah the king swore secretly to Jeremiah,
saying, “As the LORD lives, who made our souls, I sure-
ly will not put you to death, nor will I give you into the
hand of these men who seek your life.”

1717 Then Jeremiah said to Zedekiah, “Thus says the
LORD , the God of Hosts, the God of Israel: If you will
surrender to the officers of the king of Babylon, then
your soul will live and this city will not be burned with
fire. Thus you and your household will live. 1818 But if you
do not surrender to the king of Babylon’s officials,
then this city will be given into the hand of the
Chaldeans, and they will burn it with fire, and you will
not escape out of their hand.”

1919 Then Zedekiah the king said to Jeremiah, “I am
afraid of the Jews who have fallen over to the
Chaldeans, lest they deliver me into their hand and
mock me.”

2020 But Jeremiah said, “They will not deliver you.
Please obey the voice of the LORD which I speak to
you, so it will be well with you and your soul will live.
2121 But if you refuse to surrender, this is the word that
the LORD has shown me: 2222 Then all the women who
are left in the house of the king of Judah will be
brought out to the officers of the king of Babylon; and
those women shall say:
‘Your friends
have misled and prevailed against you;

while your feet were sunk in the mud,
they turned back.’

2323 “So they will bring out all your wives and your chil-
dren to the Chaldeans. And you will not escape out of
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their hand, but will be taken by the hand of the king of
Babylon; and you will cause this city to be burned with
fire.”

2424 Then Zedekiah said to Jeremiah, “Let no man know
of these words, and you will not die. 2525 But if the offi-
cials hear that I have talked with you and they come to
you and say to you, ‘Declare to us now what you said
to the king and what the king said to you; do not hide
it from us and we will not put you to death,’ 2626 then you
will say to them, ‘I presented my supplication before
the king, that he would not cause me to return to the
house of Jonathan, to die there.’”

2727 Then all the officials came to Jeremiah and asked
him. And he told them according to all these words
that the king had commanded; so they stopped speak-
ing with him, for the matter was not overheard.

2828 So Jeremiah remained in the court of the prison
until the day that Jerusalem was captured.

The Fall of JerusalemThe Fall of Jerusalem
2Ki 25:1–12; Jer 52:4–16

In the ninth year of Zedekiah king of Judah, in
the tenth month, Nebuchadnezzar king of Baby-

lon and all his army came against Jerusalem and be-
sieged it. 22 In the eleventh year of Zedekiah, in the
fourth month, the ninth day of the month, the city wall
was broken up. 33 All the officials of the king of Babylon
entered and sat in the Middle Gate: Nergal-Sharezer,
Samgar-Nebo, Sarsekim the Rabsaris †† Nergal-Sharez-
er the Rabmag, †††† and all the rest of the officials of the
king of Babylon. 44 When Zedekiah the king of Judah
saw them and all the men of war, then they fled and
went out of the city by night, by way of the king’s gar-
den, by the gate between the two walls. And he went
out the way of the Arabah.

55 But the Chaldeans’ army pursued after them and
overtook Zedekiah in the plains of Jericho. And when
they had taken him, they brought him up to Neb-
uchadnezzar king of Babylon to Riblah in the land of
Hamath, where he passed sentence on him. 66 Then the
king of Babylon slew the sons of Zedekiah in Riblah
before his eyes. Moreover, the king of Babylon slew all
the nobles of Judah. 77 He also put out Zedekiah’s eyes
and bound him with chains to carry him to Babylon.

88 The Chaldeans burned the king’s house and the
houses of the people with fire and broke down the
walls of Jerusalem. 99 Then Nebuzaradan the captain of
the guard carried away captive into Babylon the rem-
nant of the people who remained in the city, and those
who fell away, who fell to him, with the rest of the peo-
ple who remained. 1010 But Nebuzaradan the captain of
the guard left behind in the land of Judah the poor
people who had nothing, and gave them vineyards
and fields at that time.

† Possibly a Chief of Staff. †† Possibly a the high official.

TheThe LLORDORD Delivers JerDelivers Jeremiahemiah
1111 Now Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon gave charge

concerning Jeremiah to Nebuzaradan the captain of
the guard, saying, 1212 “Take him and look after him, and
do not harm him. But do to him just as he says to
you.” 1313 So Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard, Neb-
ushazban the Rabsaris, Nergal-Sharezer the Rabmag,
and all the chief officers of the king of Babylon 1414 sent
and took Jeremiah out of the court of the prison and
committed him to Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, the son
of Shaphan, that he should take him home. So he lived
among the people.

1515 Now the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah while
he was shut up in the court of the prison, saying: 1616 Go
and speak to Ebed-Melek the Ethiopian, saying: Thus
says the LORD of Hosts, the God of Israel: I will bring
My words upon this city for harm and not for good.
And they shall be accomplished in that day before you.
1717 But I will deliver you in that day, says the LORD , and
you shall not be given into the hand of the men of
whom you are afraid. 1818 For I will surely deliver you,
and you will not fall by the sword; but your life will be
as plunder to you, because you have put your trust in
Me, says the LORD .

JerJeremiah With Gedaliah the Goemiah With Gedaliah the Governorvernor

The word that came to Jeremiah from the LORD
after Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard had

let him go from Ramah, when he had taken him
bound in chains among all who were carried away
captive of Jerusalem and Judah who were being car-
ried away captive to Babylon. 22 The captain of the
guard had taken Jeremiah, and said to him: “The LORD
your God has pronounced this disaster upon this
place. 33 And the LORD has brought it and done accord-
ing as He has said. Because you have sinned against
the LORD , and have not obeyed His voice, therefore
this thing has come upon you. 44 Now look, I am loos-
ening you this day from the chains which are on your
hands. If it seems good to you to come with me to
Babylon, come and I will look well after you. But if it
seems bad to you to come with me into Babylon, nev-
er mind. See, all the land is before you. Go wherever it
seems good and right for you to go.” 55 Now while he
was not yet going back, he saidhe said , “Go back also to
Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, the son of Shaphan,
whom the king of Babylon has made governor over
the cities of Judah, and dwell with him among the peo-
ple. Or go wherever it seems right for you to go.”

So the captain of the guard gave him rations and a
gift and let him go. 66 Then Jeremiah went to Gedaliah
the son of Ahikam to Mizpah and lived with him
among the people who were left in the land.
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Gedaliah Is AssassinatedGedaliah Is Assassinated
2Ki 25:22–26

77 Now all the captains of the forces which were in the
fields, they and their men, heard that the king of Baby-
lon had made Gedaliah the son of Ahikam governor in
the land and had committed men to him, and women,
and children, and some of the poorest of the land who
were not carried away captive to Babylon. 88 Then they
came to Gedaliah to Mizpah, even Ishmael the son of
Nethaniah, and Johanan and Jonathan the sons of
Kareah, and Seraiah the son of Tanhumeth, and the
sons of Ephai the Netophathite, and Jezaniah the son
of a Maakathite, they and their men. 99 Then Gedaliah
the son of Ahikam, the son of Shaphan swore to them
and to their men, saying, “Do not be afraid to serve
the Chaldeans. Dwell in the land and serve the king of
Babylon, and it will be well with you. 1010 As for me, I will
dwell at Mizpah to serve the Chaldeans who will come
to us. But you, gather wine and summer fruits and oil,
and put them in your vessels and dwell in your cities
that you have taken.”

1111 Likewise, also all the Jews who were in Moab, and
among the Ammonites, and in Edom, and who were in
all the countries, heard that the king of Babylon had
left a remnant of Judah, and that he had set over them
Gedaliah the son of Ahikam the son of Shaphan.
1212 Then all the Jews returned out of all places wherever
they were driven and came to the land of Judah, to
Gedaliah at Mizpah, and gathered very much wine and
summer fruits.

1313 Moreover Johanan the son of Kareah, and all the
captains of the forces that were in the fields, came to
Gedaliah at Mizpah, 1414 and said to him, “Do you cer-
tainly know that Baalis, the king of the Ammonites,
has sent Ishmael the son of Nethaniah to slay you?”
But Gedaliah the son of Ahikam did not believe them.

1515 Then Johanan the son of Kareah spoke to Gedaliah
in Mizpah secretly, saying, “Let me go, please, and I
will slay Ishmael the son of Nethaniah and no man
shall know it. Why should he slay you so that all the
Jews who are gathered to you should be scattered and
the remnant in Judah perish?”

1616 But Gedaliah the son of Ahikam said to Johanan
the son of Kareah, “You shall not do this thing, for you
speak falsely of Ishmael.”

In the seventh month Ishmael the son of
Nethaniah, the son of Elishama of the royal

seed, and the officials of the king, even ten men with
him, came to Gedaliah the son of Ahikam to Mizpah.
While they were eating bread together in Mizpah,
22 Ishmael the son of Nethaniah and the ten men that
were with him arose and struck Gedaliah the son of
Ahikam, the son of Shaphan with the sword and slew
him, whom the king of Babylon had made governor
over the land. 33 Ishmael also slew all the Jews who
were with him, even with Gedaliah at Mizpah, and the
Chaldeans who were found there, and the men of war.

44 On the day after he had slain Gedaliah, when no
one knew it, 55 eighty men came from Shechem, from
Shiloh, and from Samaria, having their beards shaven,
and their clothes torn, and their bodies gashed, with
offerings and incense in their hands to bring them to
the house of the LORD . 66 Then Ishmael the son of
Nethaniah went out from Mizpah to meet them, weep-
ing all along as he went. As he met them, he said to
them, “Come to Gedaliah the son of Ahikam!” 77 Yet it
was so when they came into the midst of the city that
Ishmael the son of Nethaniah, he and the men who
were with him, slew them and cast them into the
midst of the cistern. 88 But ten men were found among
those who said to Ishmael, “Do not slay us, for we
have stores in the field, of wheat and barley, and of oil
and honey.” So he refrained and did not slay them
among their brothers. 99 Now the cistern in which Ish-
mael had cast all the dead bodies of the men, whom
he had slain because of Gedaliah, was what Asa the
king had made because of Baasha the king of Israel.
And Ishmael the son of Nethaniah filled it with those
who were slain.

1010 Then Ishmael carried away captive all the rest of
the people who were in Mizpah, even the king’s
daughters, and all the people who remained in Mizpah
whom Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard had
committed to Gedaliah the son of Ahikam. And Ish-
mael the son of Nethaniah carried them away captive,
and departed to go over to the Ammonites.

1111 But when Johanan the son of Kareah and all the
captains of the forces that were with him heard of all
the evil that Ishmael the son of Nethaniah had done,
1212 then they took all the men and went to fight with
Ishmael the son of Nethaniah, and found him by the
great waters that are in Gibeon. 1313 And when all the
people who were with Ishmael saw Johanan the son of
Kareah and all the captains of the forces that were
with him, they were glad. 1414 So all the people whom
Ishmael had carried away captive from Mizpah turned
about and returned, and went to Johanan the son of
Kareah. 1515 But Ishmael the son of Nethaniah escaped
from Johanan with eight men and went to the Am-
monites.

1616 Then Johanan the son of Kareah and all the cap-
tains of the forces that were with him took all the rem-
nant of the people whom he had recovered from Ish-
mael the son of Nethaniah, from Mizpah, after he had
slain Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, even mighty men of
war, and the women, and the children, and the eu-
nuchs, whom he had brought back from Gibeon.
1717 And they departed and lived in the habitation of
Geruth Kimham, which is by Bethlehem, intending to
go to Egypt, 1818 because of the Chaldeans. For they
were afraid of them, because Ishmael the son of
Nethaniah had slain Gedaliah the son of Ahikam,
whom the king of Babylon made governor in the land.
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JerJeremiah Wemiah Warns Against Going to Egyptarns Against Going to Egypt

Then all the captains of the forces, and Johanan
the son of Kareah, and Jezaniah the son of

Hoshaiah, and all the people from the least even to
the greatest came near, 22 and said to Jeremiah the
prophet, “Please let our supplication be accepted be-
fore you, and pray for us to the LORD your God, even
for all this remnant. For we are left but a few out of
many, as your eyes now see us. 33 Pray that the LORD
your God may show us the way in which we should
walk and the thing that we should do.”

44 Then Jeremiah the prophet said to them, “I have
heard you. I will pray to the LORD your God according
to your words. And it shall come to pass, that whatev-
er the LORD will answer you, I will declare it to you. I
will keep nothing back from you.”

55 Then they said to Jeremiah, “May the LORD be a
true and faithful witness against us, if we do not act
according to all things for which the LORD your God
shall send you to us. 66 Whether it is good or whether it
is bad, we will obey the voice of the LORD our God, to
whom we send you so that it may be well with us
when we obey the voice of the LORD our God.”

77 At the end of ten days the word of the LORD came
to Jeremiah. 88 Then he called Johanan the son of
Kareah and all the captains of the forces that were
with him and all the people from the least even to the
greatest, 99 and said to them, “Thus says the LORD , the
God of Israel, to whom you sent me to present your
supplication before Him: 1010 If you will still abide in this
land, then I will build you up and not pull you down,
and I will plant you and not pluck you up; for I will re-
lent of the disaster that I have brought on you. 1111 Do
not be afraid of the king of Babylon of whom you are
now afraid. Do not be afraid of him, says the LORD .
For I am with you to save you and to deliver you from
his hand. 1212 I will show mercies to you so that he may
have mercy on you and cause you to return to your
own land.

1313 “But if you say, ‘We will not dwell in this land,’ so as
not to obey the voice of the LORD your God, 1414 saying,
‘No, but we will go into the land of Egypt where we
shall see no war, nor hear the sound of the trumpet,
nor have hunger for bread, and there we will dwell,’
1515 now therefore hear the word of the LORD , O rem-
nant of Judah. Thus says the LORD of Hosts, the God
of Israel: If you wholly set your faces to enter Egypt,
and go to dwell there, 1616 then it shall come to pass that
the sword which you feared shall overtake you there in
the land of Egypt and the famine of which you were
afraid shall follow close after you there in Egypt. And
there you shall die. 1717 So it shall be with all the men
who set their faces to go into Egypt to sojourn there.
They shall die by the sword, by famine, and by pesti-
lence. And none of them shall remain or escape from
the disaster that I will bring upon them. 1818 For thus
says the LORD of Hosts, the God of Israel: As My anger

and My fury have been poured out upon the inhabi-
tants of Jerusalem, so will My fury be poured out upon
you when you go to Egypt. And you will be an execra-
tion, and an astonishment, and a curse, and a re-
proach. And you shall see this place no more.

1919 “The LORD has said concerning you, O remnant of
Judah, Do not go into Egypt! Know certainly that I have
admonished you this day. 2020 For you have only de-
ceived yourselves when you sent me to the LORD your
God, saying, ‘Pray for us to the LORD our God. And ac-
cording to all that the LORD our God shall say, so de-
clare to us, and we will do it.’ 2121 Now I have this day de-
clared it to you. But you have not obeyed the voice of
the LORD your God, or anything for which He has sent
me to you. 2222 Now therefore certainly know that you
will die by the sword, by famine, and by pestilence, in
the place wherever you desire to go and to sojourn.”

JerJeremiah Temiah Taken to Egyptaken to Egypt

When Jeremiah had finished speaking to all the
people all these words of the LORD their God,

with which the LORD their God had sent him to them,
22 Azariah the son of Hoshaiah, and Johanan the son of
Kareah, and all the proud men said to Jeremiah, “You
speak falsely. The LORD our God has not sent you to
say, ‘Do not go into Egypt to sojourn there.’ 33 But
Baruch the son of Neriah sets you against us to deliver
us into the hand of the Chaldeans, that they might put
us to death and carry us away captives into Babylon.”

44 So Johanan the son of Kareah and all the captains
of the forces and all the people did not obey the voice
of the LORD to dwell in the land of Judah. 55 But Jo-
hanan the son of Kareah and all the captains of the
forces took all the remnant of Judah who had returned
from all nations wherever they had been driven to
dwell in the land of Judah, 66 even men, and women,
and children, and the king’s daughters, and every per-
son that Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard had
left with Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, the son of
Shaphan, and Jeremiah the prophet, and Baruch the
son of Neriah. 77 So they came into the land of Egypt
because they did not obey the voice of the LORD .
Thus they entered as far as Tahpanhes.

88 Then the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah in
Tahpanhes, saying: 99 Take some large stones in your
hand and hide them in the clay in the brick kiln which
is at the entrance of Pharaoh’s house in Tahpanhes, in
the sight of the men of Judah, 1010 and say to them, Thus
says the LORD of Hosts, the God of Israel: I will send
and take Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon, My ser-
vant, and will set his throne upon these stones that I
have hid; and he shall spread his royal pavilion over
them. 1111 When he comes, he shall ravage the land of
Egypt and deliver whoever is meantmeant for death to
death, and whoever is meantmeant for captivity to captivity,
and whoever is meantmeant for the sword to the sword. 1212 I
will kindle a fire in the houses of the gods of Egypt and
he shall burn them and carry them away captives. And
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he shall array himself with the land of Egypt, as a
shepherd puts on his garment, and he shall depart
from there in peace. 1313 He shall also break the images
of Heliopolis that is in the land of Egypt, and the hous-
es of the gods of the Egyptians he shall burn with fire.

Idolatry Leads to JudgmentIdolatry Leads to Judgment

The word that came to Jeremiah concerning all
the Jews which dwell in the land of Egypt, who

dwell at Migdol, and Tahpanhes, and Memphis, and in
the country of Pathros, †† saying, 22 Thus says the LORD
of Hosts, the God of Israel: You have seen all the
calamity that I have brought upon Jerusalem and up-
on all the cities of Judah. Look at them; today they are
a desolation, and no man dwells in them, 33 because of
their wickedness, which they have committed to pro-
voke Me to anger, in that they went to burn incense
and to serve other gods, whom they did not know;
they nor you nor your fathers. 44 However, I sent to you
all My servants the prophets, rising early and sending
them, saying, “Oh, do not do this abominable thing
that I hate.” 55 But they did not listen nor incline their
ear to turn from their wickedness, not to burn incense
to other gods. 66 Therefore My fury and My anger was
poured out and was kindled in the cities of Judah and
in the streets of Jerusalem; and they are ruined and
desolate, as it is this day.

77 Now thus says the LORD God of Hosts, the God of
Israel: Why are you committing this great evil against
your souls, to cut off from you man and woman, child
and infant, out of Judah, leaving you no one to remain,
88 provoking Me to wrath with the works of your hands,
burning incense to other gods in the land of Egypt,
where you have gone to dwell, so that you might cut
yourselves off and become a curse and a reproach
among all the nations of the earth? 99 Have you forgot-
ten the wickedness of your fathers, and the wicked-
ness of the kings of Judah, and the wickedness of their
wives, and your own wickedness, and the wickedness
of your wives, which they have committed in the land
of Judah and in the streets of Jerusalem? 1010 They are
not humbled even to this day, nor have they feared,
nor have they walked in My law and My statutes that I
set before you and before your fathers.

1111 Therefore thus says the LORD of Hosts, the God of
Israel: I will set My face against you for disaster, and to
cut off all Judah. 1212 I will take the remnant of Judah
who have set their faces to go into the land of Egypt to
sojourn there, and they all will be consumed and fall in
the land of Egypt. They will even be consumed by the
sword and by the famine. They will die, from the least
even to the greatest, by the sword and by the famine;
and they will be an execration, and an astonishment,
and a curse, and a reproach. 1313 For I will punish those
who dwell in the land of Egypt, as I have punished
Jerusalem; by the sword, by famine, and by pestilence.
1414 So none of the remnant of Judah who have gone in-

† Upper Egypt.

to the land of Egypt to sojourn there will escape or re-
main, with the result that they return into the land of
Judah to which they have a desire to return to dwell
there. For no one shall return except those who es-
cape.

1515 Then all the men who knew that their wives had
burned incense to other gods and all the women that
stood by, a great multitude, even all the people who
lived in the land of Egypt, in Pathros, answered Jeremi-
ah, saying: 1616 “As for the word that you have spoken to
us in the name of the LORD , we will not listen to you.
1717 But we will certainly do whatever we have vowed, to
burn incense to the queen of heaven, and to pour out
drink offerings to her, as we have done, we, and our
fathers, our kings, and our officials, in the cities of Ju-
dah and in the streets of Jerusalem. For then we had
plenty of food, and were well off, and saw no disaster.
1818 But since we left off burning incense to the queen of
heaven and pouring out drink offerings to her, we
have been in want of all things and have been con-
sumed by the sword and by the famine.”

1919 The women also saidThe women also said , “When we burned incense
to the queen of heaven, and poured out drink offer-
ings to her, did we make her cakes to worship her and
pour out drink offerings to her without our hus-
bands?”

Calamity for the JeCalamity for the Jewsws
2020 Then Jeremiah said to all the people, to the men

and to the women, and to all the people who had giv-
en him such an answer: 2121 “The incense offerings that
you burned in the cities of Judah and in the streets of
Jerusalem, you, and your fathers, your kings, and your
officials, and the people of the land, did not the LORD
remember them and did they not come into His mind?
2222 So the LORD could no longer bear it because of the
evil of your deeds and because of the abominations
which you have committed. Therefore your land is a
desolation, and an astonishment, and a curse, without
an inhabitant, as it is this day. 2323 Because you have
burned incense and because you have sinned against
the LORD and have not obeyed the voice of the LORD ,
nor walked in His law, nor in His statutes, nor in His
testimonies, therefore this calamity has happened to
you, as it is this day.”

2424 Moreover Jeremiah said to all the people and to all
the women, “Hear the word of the LORD , all Judah
who are in the land of Egypt. 2525 Thus says the LORD of
Hosts, the God of Israel: You and your wives have both
spoken with your mouths and fulfilled with your hand,
saying, ‘We will surely perform our vows that we have
vowed, to burn incense to the queen of heaven and to
pour out drink offerings to her.’

“Proceed to accomplish your vows and surely per-
form your vows! 2626 Yet hear the word of the LORD , all
Judah who dwells in the land of Egypt: I have sworn by
My great name, says the LORD , that My name shall no
more be named in the mouth of any man of Judah in
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all the land of Egypt, saying, ‘As the Lord GOD lives.’ 2727 I
will watch over them for disaster and not for good.
And all the men of Judah who are in the land of Egypt
shall be consumed by the sword and by the famine un-
til there is an end of them. 2828 Yet a small number who
escape the sword shall return out of the land of Egypt
into the land of Judah, and all the remnant of Judah
who have gone into the land of Egypt to sojourn there
will know whose words will stand, Mine or theirs.

2929 “This will be a sign to you, says the LORD , that I
will punish you in this place so that you may know that
My words shall surely stand against you for disaster.
3030 Thus says the LORD : I will give Pharaoh Hophra the
king of Egypt into the hand of his enemies and into
the hand of those who seek his life, just as I gave
Zedekiah king of Judah into the hand of Nebuchadnez-
zar king of Babylon, who was his enemy, and sought
his life.”

A Message to BaruchA Message to Baruch

The word that Jeremiah the prophet spoke to
Baruch the son of Neriah when he had written

these words in a book at the mouth of Jeremiah, in the
fourth year of Jehoiakim the son of Josiah, king of Ju-
dah, saying: 22 Thus says the LORD , the God of Israel,
to you, O Baruch: 33 You said, “Alas, woe is me! For the
LORD has added grief to my sorrow. I fainted in my
sighing, and I find no rest.”

44 Thus you shall say to him, “Thus says the LORD :
That which I have built I will break down, and that
which I have planted I will pluck up, even this whole
land. 55 But are you seeking great things for yourself?
Do not seek them. For I will bring disaster upon all
flesh, says the LORD , but I will give your life to you as
booty in all the places where you go.”

Judgment on EgyptJudgment on Egypt

The word of the LORD which came to Jeremiah
the prophet against the nations:

22 Concerning Egypt, about the army of Pharaoh Ne-
cho king of Egypt, which was by the River Euphrates in
Carchemish, which Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon
defeated in the fourth year of Jehoiakim the son of
Josiah, king of Judah:

33 Order the buckler and shield,
and draw near to battle!

44 Harness the horses;
mount the steeds!

Take your positions
with your helmets,

polish the spears,
put on the armor!

55 Why have I seen them
dismayed and drawing back?

Their mighty ones are beaten down
and have taken refuge in flight,

and not looking back.

Terror is on every side!
says the LORD .

66 Let not the swift flee away,
nor the mighty man escape;

they will stumble and fall
towards the north by the River Euphrates.

77 Who is this that comes up as the Nile,
whose waters surge about as the rivers?

88 Egypt rises up like the Nile,
and his waters surge about like the rivers.

And he has said, I will go up and will cover the land.
I will surely destroy the city and its inhabitants.

99 Come up, O horses,
and rage, O chariots!

And let the mighty men come forth:
the Ethiopians and the Libyans who handle the

shield,
and the Lydians who handle and bend the bow.

1010 For this is the day of the Lord GOD of Hosts,
a day of vengeance, so that He may avenge Himself

of His adversaries.
And the sword will devour;
and it will be satiated and made drunk with their

blood;
for the Lord GOD of Hosts has a slaughter
in the north country by the River Euphrates.

1111 Go up into Gilead and take balm,
O virgin daughter of Egypt;

in vain you shall use many medicines,
for you will not be cured.

1212 The nations have heard of your shame,
and your cry has filled the land;

for the mighty man has stumbled over the mighty,
and they both have fallen together.

Defeat of Egypt ForDefeat of Egypt Foretoldetold
1313 The word that the LORD spoke to Jeremiah the

prophet, about Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon com-
ing to strike the land of Egypt.

1414 Declare in Egypt and publish in Migdol,
and publish in Memphis and in Tahpanhes;

say, “Stand fast and prepare yourself,
for the sword will devour those about you.”

1515 Why have your valiant men become prostrate?
They do not stand because the LORD has thrust

them down.
1616 He made many to fall.
Indeed, each one has fallen upon another.

Then they said, “Arise and let us go back
to our own people and to the land of our nativity,
away from the oppressing sword.”

1717 They cried there,
“Pharaoh king of Egypt is a tumult.
He has let the time appointed pass by!”

1818 As I live, says the King
whose name is the LORD of Hosts,

surely as Tabor is among the mountains,
and as Carmel by the sea, so he shall come.
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1919 O daughter dwelling in Egypt,
prepare your baggage for captivity,

for Memphis will become desolate,
it will even be burned down without an inhabitant.

2020 Egypt is like a very fair heifer,
but destruction comes,
it comes out of the north.

2121 Also her mercenaries are in her midst
like fat bulls,

for they also have turned back and have fled away to-
gether.

They did not stand their ground
because the day of their calamity has come upon

them,
even the time of their punishment.

2222 Its sound goes along like a serpent,
for they march on as an army,

and come against her with axes,
as choppers of wood.

2323 They have cut down her forest,
says the LORD .
Surely it will not be found any more,

even though they are now more numerous than the
grasshoppers,

and are innumerable.
2424 The daughter of Egypt has been humiliated;
she has been delivered into the hand of the people

of the north.
2525 The LORD of Hosts, the God of Israel, says: See, I

will punish Amon of Thebes, and Pharaoh, and Egypt,
with their gods and their kings, even Pharaoh and all
those who trust in him. 2626 And I shall deliver them into
the hand of those who seek their lives and into the
hand of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon and into the
hand of his servants. But afterwards it will be inhabit-
ed, as in the days of old, says the LORD .

God Will Save IsrGod Will Save Israelael
2727 But do not fear, O My servant Jacob,
and do not be dismayed, O Israel.

For I will save you from afar off,
and your seed from the land of their captivity;

and Jacob shall return and be in rest and at ease,
and no one shall make him afraid.

2828 Do not fear, O Jacob My servant,
says the LORD , for I am with you;

for I will make a full end of all the nations
where I have driven you.
However, I will not make a full end of you,

but correct you in measure,
and I will not leave you wholly unpunished.

Judgment on the PhilistinesJudgment on the Philistines

The word of the LORD which came to Jeremiah
the prophet against the Philistines, before

Pharaoh conquered Gaza.
22 Thus says the LORD :

See, waters rise up out of the north
and will be an overflowing flood,

and will overflow the land, and all that is in it,
the city and those who dwell in it.

Then the men shall cry out
and all the inhabitants of the land will howl

33 at the noise of the stamping of the hoofs of his
strong horses,

at the rushing of his chariots,
and at the rumbling of his wheels.

The fathers will not look back to their children
because of the feebleness of their hands,

44 because of the day that comes
to destroy all the Philistines

and to cut off from Tyre and Sidon
every helper that remains.

For the LORD will destroy the Philistines,
the remnant of the country of Caphtor.

55 Baldness has come upon Gaza;
Ashkelon has been cut off.

O remnant of their valley,
how long shall you gash yourself?

66 O sword of the LORD ,
how long shall you not be quiet?

Withdraw into your sheath,
rest, and be still.

77 How can it be quiet,
seeing the LORD has given it a charge

against Ashkelon and against the sea shore?
There He has appointed it.

Judgment on MoabJudgment on Moab
Isa 16:6–12

Concerning Moab:
Thus says the LORD of Hosts, the God of Is-

rael:
Woe to Nebo, for it is devastated.
Kiriathaim is humiliated and captured;
Misgab †† is humiliated and dismayed.

22 There is no more praise for Moab;
in Heshbon they have devised evil against her:
“Come and let us cut it off from being a nation!”

Also you will be cut down, O Madmen.
The sword will pursue you.

33 A sound of crying will be from Horonaim:
“Devastation and great destruction!”

44 “Moab is destroyed”;
her little ones have caused a cry of distress to be

heard;
55 for by the Ascent of Luhith they will go up
with continual weeping;

for at the descent of Horonaim
they have heard a cry of destruction.

66 Flee, save your lives,
and be like the juniper in the wilderness.

77 For because you have trusted in your works and in
your treasures,

† Or a the stronghold.
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you will also be captured;
and Chemosh shall go forth into captivity
together with his priests and his officials.

88 The destroyer will come upon every city,
and no city will escape.

The valley also will perish,
and the plain will be destroyed,
as the LORD has spoken.

99 Give wings to Moab,
that she may flee and get away;

for the cities will become desolate,
without any to dwell in them.

1010 Cursed be he who does the work of the LORD negli-
gently,

and cursed be he who keeps back his sword from
blood.

1111 Moab has been at ease from his youth,
and he has also been undisturbed,
like wine on its dregs,

and he has not been emptied from vessel to vessel,
nor has he gone into captivity.

Therefore his taste remained in him,
and his scent has not changed.

1212 Therefore, surely the days are coming,
says the LORD ,

when I will send to him those who tip vessels,
and they will tip him over,

and will empty his vessels
and break his bottles.

1313 Moab shall be ashamed of Chemosh,
as the house of Israel was ashamed
of Bethel, their confidence.

1414 How do you say, “We are mighty
and strong men for the war”?

1515 Moab has been devastated and gone up out of her
cities,

and her chosen young men have also gone down to
the slaughter,

says the King whose name is the LORD of Hosts.
1616 The calamity of Moab will come soon,
and his affliction hastens fast.

1717 All you who are about him, mourn for him.
And all you who know his name,

say, “How the strong staff has been broken,
the beautiful rod!”

1818 O daughter who inhabits Dibon,
come down from your glory
and sit on the parched ground,

for the destroyer of Moab
will come upon you,
and he will destroy your strongholds.

1919 O inhabitant of Aroer,
stand by the road and keep watch.

Ask him who flees and her who escapes,
and say, “What has happened?”

2020 Moab has been humiliated, for it has been broken
down.

Howl and cry out.

Tell it in Arnon,
that Moab has been devastated.

2121 And judgment has come upon the plain country:
upon Holon and Jahzah and Mephaath,
2222 and Dibon and Nebo and Beth Diblathaim,
2323 and Kiriathaim and Beth Gamul and Beth Meon,
2424 and Kerioth and Bozrah,
and all the cities of the land of Moab, far and near.

2525 The horn of Moab has been cut off
and his arm has been broken,
says the LORD .

2626 Make him drunk,
for he magnified himself against the LORD .

Moab also will wallow in his vomit,
and he also will be held in derision.

2727 For was not Israel a derision to you?
Or was he caught among thieves?

For each time you speak of him,
you shake your head in scorn.

2828 O you who dwell in Moab,
leave the cities and dwell in the rock,

and be like the dove that makes her nest
in the sides of the hole’s mouth.

2929 We have heard of the pride of Moab
(he is very proud),

of his loftiness, and his arrogance, and his pride,
and the haughtiness of his heart.

3030 I know his wrath,
says the LORD ,
but it is futile. His lies have accomplished nothing.

3131 Therefore I will howl for Moab,
and I will cry out for all Moab.
My heart shall mourn for the men of Kir Hareseth.

3232 O vine of Sibmah,
I will weep for you more than the weeping of Jazer.

Your plants have stretched over the sea,
they reach even to the sea of Jazer.

The destroyer has fallen upon your summer fruits
and upon your vintage.

3333 Joy and gladness are taken away
from the plentiful field, even from the land of Moab,

and I have caused wine to fail from the winepresses;
no one will tread with shouting.
Their shouting will not be shouts of joy.

3434 From the outcry of Heshbon even to Elealeh, and
even to Jahaz,

they have uttered their voice,
from Zoar even to Horonaim and to Eglath Shel-

ishiyah;
for also the waters of Nimrim shall become deso-

late.
3535 Moreover I will cause to cease in Moab,
says the LORD ,
him who offers sacrificesacrifice in the high place
and him who burns incense to his gods.

3636 Therefore My heart will wail for Moab like pipes,
and My heart will wail like pipes for the men of Kir

Hareseth,
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because the riches that they have gotten have per-
ished.

3737 For every head will be bald
and every beard clipped;

upon all the hands will be gashes,
and upon the loins sackcloth.

3838 There will be lamentation everywhere
upon all the housetops of Moab
and in the streets,

for I have broken Moab
like a vessel in which is no pleasure,
says the LORD .

3939 How it is broken down! How they have wailed!
How Moab has turned his back with shame!

So Moab will be a derision
and a terror to all around him.

4040 For thus says the LORD :
Look, one will fly as an eagle
and spread his wings against Moab.

4141 Kerioth has been captured,
and the strongholds have been seized,

and the mighty men’s hearts in Moab in that day
will be as the heart of a woman in her pangs.

4242 Moab will be destroyed from being a people
because he has magnified himself against the LORD

.
4343 Fear and the pit and the snare will be upon you,
O inhabitant of Moab,
says the LORD .

4444 He who flees from the terror
shall fall into the pit,

and he who gets up out of the pit
will be taken in the snare;

for I will bring upon it, even upon Moab,
the year of their punishment,
says the LORD .

4545 The fugitives stand without strength
under the shadow of Heshbon;

for a fire will come out of Heshbon
and a flame from the midst of Sihon,

and will devour the forehead of Moab
and the crown of the head of the tumultuous ones.

4646 Woe to you, O Moab!
The people of Chemosh have perished;

for your sons have been taken away captive
and your daughters into captivity.

4747 Yet I will restore the fortunes of Moab
in the latter days,
says the LORD .
Thus far is the judgment of Moab.

Judgment on AmmonJudgment on Ammon

Concerning the Ammonites:
Thus says the LORD :

Does Israel have no sons?
Or has he no heirs?

Why then does their king inherit Gad
and his people dwell in his cities?

22 Therefore, surely the days are coming,
says the LORD ,

when I will cause an alarm of war
to be heard in Rabbah of the Ammonites;

and it will be a desolate heap,
and her towns will be burned with fire.

Then Israel will be heir
to those who were his heirs,
says the LORD .

33 Howl, O Heshbon, for Ai has been devastated!
Cry out, O daughters of Rabbah,

gird yourselves with sackcloth and lament,
and run to and fro inside the walls;

for their king shall go into captivity,
and his priests and his officials together.

44 Why do you glory in the valleys,
your flowing valley,

O backsliding daughter
who trusts in her treasures, saying,
“Who shall come against me?”

55 I will bring a fear upon you,
says the Lord GOD of Hosts,
from all those who are around you;

and each of you will be driven out headlong,
and no one will gather together the fugitives.

66 Yet afterward I will restore the fortunes of the sons
of Ammon,

says the LORD .

Judgment on EdomJudgment on Edom
Ob 1–6

77 Concerning Edom.
Thus says the LORD of Hosts:

Is there no more wisdom in Teman?
Has counsel perished from the prudent?
Has their wisdom vanished?

88 Flee, turn back, dwell in the depths,
O inhabitants of Dedan.

For I will bring the calamity of Esau upon him,
the time that I punish him.

99 If grape gatherers came to you,
would they not leave some gleaning grapes?

If thieves came by night,
they would destroy until they had enough.

1010 But I have made Esau bare,
I have uncovered his secret places
so that he will not be able to hide himself.

His seed is devastated, and his brothers, and his
neighbors,

and he is no more.
1111 Leave your fatherless children behind. I will pre-

serve them alive;
and let your widows trust in Me.

1212 For thus says the LORD : They whose judgment
was not to drink of the cup have assuredly drunk. And
are you the one who shall go unpunished altogether?
You will not go unpunished, but you will surely drink of
it. 1313 For I have sworn by Myself, says the LORD , that
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Bozrah will become a desolation, a reproach, a waste,
and a curse. And all the cities will become perpetual
wastes.

1414 I have heard a message from the LORD ,
and an ambassador has been sent to the nations:

“Gather together, and come against her,
and rise up to the battle!”

1515 For I will make you small among the nations,
and despised among men.

1616 As for the terror of you,
the pride of your heart has deceived you,

O you who dwell in the clefts of the rock,
who hold the height of the hill.

Though you make your nest as high as the eagle,
I will bring you down from there,
says the LORD .

1717 Also Edom will become a desolation;
everyone who goes by it will be astonished,
and will hiss at all its wounds.

1818 As in the overthrow of Sodom and Gomorrah
and the neighboring cities,
says the LORD ,

no man will abide there,
nor will a son of man dwell in it.

1919 He will come up like a lion from the thickets of the
Jordan

against the perpetually watered meadow;
but I will suddenly make him run away from her.
And I will appoint over her whomever I choose.

For who is like Me? And who will summon Me intointo
courtcourt ?

Who is the shepherd who can stand against Me?
2020 Therefore hear the counsel of the LORD that He has

planned against Edom,
and His purposes that He has purposed against the

inhabitants of Teman:
Surely the least of the flock will drag them out;
surely He will make their habitations desolate be-

cause of them.
2121 The earth has shaken at the noise of their fall;
there is an outcry. Its noise has been heard at the

Red Sea.
2222 He will mount up and fly as the eagle
and spread his wings against Bozrah;

and in that day the hearts of the mighty men of
Edom

will be as the heart of a woman in her pangs.

Judgment on DamascusJudgment on Damascus
2323 Concerning Damascus:

Hamath and Arpad have been humiliated,
for they have heard bad news.

They are faint-hearted;
there is sorrow on the sea; it cannot be quieted.

2424 Damascus has become helpless;
she has turned away to flee,
and panic has seized her.

Anguish and sorrows have seized her

as a woman in labor.
2525 How the city of praise has not been deserted,
the city of My joy!

2626 Therefore her young men will fall in her streets,
and all the men of war will be cut off in that day,
says the LORD of Hosts.

2727 I will kindle a fire to the wall of Damascus,
and it will consume the palaces of Ben-Hadad.

Judgment on Kedar and HazorJudgment on Kedar and Hazor
2828 Concerning Kedar, and concerning the kingdoms

of Hazor, which Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon de-
feated:

Thus says the LORD :
Arise, go up to Kedar,
and destroy the men of the East.

2929 Their tents and their flocks they will take away.
They will carry away their curtains for themselves,
and all their vessels, and their camels;

and they will call out to one another,
“Terror is on every side!”

3030 Flee, go far away,
dwell in the depths, O inhabitants of Hazor,
says the LORD .

For Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon has taken coun-
sel against you,

and has conceived a purpose against you.
3131 Arise, go up to the nation at ease,
that dwells securely,
says the LORD .

It has neither gates nor bars;
they dwell alone.

3232 Their camels will become plunder,
and the multitude of their cattle booty.

And I will scatter into all winds those who cut the cor-
ners of their hairof their hair ,

and I will bring their calamity from all sides,
says the LORD .

3333 Hazor will become a dwelling for jackals
and a desolation forever.

No man will abide there,
nor any son of man dwell in it.

Judgment on ElamJudgment on Elam
3434 The word of the LORD which came to Jeremiah the

prophet against Elam in the beginning of the reign of
Zedekiah king of Judah, saying: 3535 Thus says the LORD
of Hosts:
I will break the bow of Elam,
the chief of their might.

3636 Upon Elam I will bring the four winds
from the four quarters of heaven,

and will scatter them toward all those winds.
And there will be no nation
where the outcasts of Elam will not go.

3737 For I will cause Elam to be dismayed before their
enemies,
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and before those who seek their life.
And I will bring disaster upon them,
even My fierce anger,
says the LORD ;

and I will send the sword after them
until I have consumed them.

3838 And I will set My throne in Elam
and will destroy from there the king and the offi-

cials,
says the LORD .

3939 But it will come to pass in the latter days
that I will restore the fortunes of Elam,
says the LORD .

Judgment on BabJudgment on Babylonylon
Jer 10:12–16

The word that the LORD spoke against Babylon
and against the land of the Chaldeans by Jeremi-

ah the prophet:
22 Declare among the nations and publish,
and set up a standard;
do not conceal it, but say,

Babylon has been captured.
Bel has been humiliated.
Marduk has been broken in pieces;

her idols have been humiliated;
her images have been broken in pieces.

33 For out of the north there comes up a nation
against her,

which will make her land desolate,
and no one will dwell in it.
They will wander away;

they will depart,
both man and beast.

44 In those days and at that time,
says the LORD ,

the sons of Israel will come,
they and the children of Judah together.

They will go along weeping as they go,
and seek the LORD their God.

55 They will ask for the way to Zion
with their faces in its direction.

They will come that they may join themselves to the
LORD

in a perpetual covenant
that will not be forgotten.

66 My people have been lost sheep.
Their shepherds have caused them to go astray;

they have turned them away on the mountains.
They have gone from mountain to hill
and have forgotten their resting place.

77 All who found them have devoured them,
and their adversaries said, “We are not guilty,

because they have sinned against the LORD , the
habitation of justice,

even the LORD , the hope of their fathers.”
88 Wander away out of the midst of Babylon,
and go out of the land of the Chaldeans,

and be as the male goats before the flocks.
99 For I will raise and cause to come up against Baby-

lon
an assembly of great nations from the north coun-

try.
And they shall set themselves in array against her;
from there she shall be taken captive.

Their arrows will bewill be like thosethose of a skilled warrior;
no one shall return empty-handed.

1010 Chaldea will become plunder;
all who destroy her will be satisfied,
says the LORD .

1111 Because you were glad, because you rejoiced,
O you destroyers of My heritage,

because you have grown fat as the heifer at the
grass,

and bellow as bulls,
1212 your mother will be sorely humiliated;
she who bore you will be ashamed.

She will be the least of the nations,
a wilderness, a dry land, and a desert.

1313 Because of the wrath of the LORD she will not be
inhabited,

but shall be wholly desolate.
Everyone who goes by Babylon will be astonished
and hiss at all her wounds.

1414 Put yourselves in battle array against Babylon all
around,

all you who bend the bow;
shoot at her, spare no arrows,
for she has sinned against the LORD .

1515 Shout against her all around;
she has given herself up, her foundations have fall-

en,
her walls have been thrown down.

For this is the vengeance of the LORD .
Take vengeance on her;
as she has done, do to her.

1616 Cut off the sower from Babylon,
and him who handles the sickle in the time of har-

vest.
For fear of the oppressing sword
everyone will turn to his people,
and everyone will flee to his own land.

1717 Israel is a scattered flock.
The lions have driven him away.

First the king of Assyria
devoured him;

and this last one who has broken his bones
is Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon.

1818 Therefore thus says the LORD of Hosts, the God of
Israel:
I will punish the king of Babylon and his land,
as I have punished the king of Assyria.

1919 I will bring Israel again to his habitation,
and he will feed on Carmel and Bashan,

and his soul will be satisfied
upon Mount Ephraim and Gilead.
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2020 In those days and at that time,
says the LORD ,

the iniquity of Israel will be sought for,
and there shall be none.

And the sins of Judah,
but they shall not be found;
for I will pardon those whom I leave as a remnant.

2121 Go up against the land of Merathaim, even against
it,

and against the inhabitants of Pekod.
Slay and utterly destroy them,

says the LORD ,
and do according to all that I have commanded you.

2222 A noise of battle is in the land,
and great destruction.

2323 How the hammer of the whole earth
has been cut asunder and broken!

How Babylon has become a desolation
among the nations!

2424 I have laid a snare for you,
and you were also caught, O Babylon,
and you were not aware.

You have been found, and also caught,
because you have striven against the LORD .

2525 The LORD has opened His armory
and has brought out the weapons of His indigna-

tion,
for this is the work of the Lord GOD of Hosts
in the land of the Chaldeans.

2626 Come against her from the utmost border,
open her storehouses;

cast her up as heaps and destroy her utterly;
let nothing of her be left.

2727 Slay all her bulls,
let them go down to the slaughter.

Woe to them! For their day has come,
the time of their punishment.

2828 There is the sound of those who flee and escape
out of the land of Babylon,

to declare in Zion
the vengeance of the LORD our God,
the vengeance of His temple.

2929 Call together the archers against Babylon.
All you who bend the bow,

encamp against it all around;
let no one escape.

Recompense her according to her work;
according to all that she has done, do to her,

for she has been proud against the LORD ,
against the Holy One of Israel.

3030 Therefore her young men shall fall in the streets,
and all her men of war shall be cut off in that day,
says the LORD .

3131 I am against you, O most proud,
says the Lord GOD of Hosts,

for your day has come,
the time when I will punish you.

3232 The most proud will stumble and fall,

and no one will raise him up;
and I will kindle a fire in his cities,
and it will devour all all around him.

3333 Thus says the LORD of Hosts:
The sons of Israel and the sons of Judah
were oppressed together;

and all who took them captives held them fast;
they refused to let them go.

3434 Their Redeemer is strong;
the LORD of Hosts is His name.

He will thoroughly plead their case,
that He may give rest to the land,
but disquiet to the inhabitants of Babylon.

3535 A sword is against the Chaldeans,
says the LORD ,

and against the inhabitants of Babylon,
and against her officials, and against her wise men.

3636 A sword is against the oracle priests,
and they will become fools.

A sword is against her mighty men,
and they shall be dismayed.

3737 A sword is against their horses, and against their
chariots,

and against all the foreigners who are in her midst;
and they will become as women.

A sword is against her treasures,
and they will be robbed.

3838 A drought is against her waters,
and they will be dried up.

For it is the land of graven images,
and they are mad over their idols.

3939 Therefore the wild beasts of the desert
with the wild beasts of the islands will dwell there,
and the ostriches will dwell in it.

It will be inhabited no more forever,
nor will it be lived in from generation to generation.

4040 As God overthrew Sodom and Gomorrah
and the neighboring cities,
says the LORD ,

so no man will abide there,
nor will any son of man dwell in it.

4141 Look! A people shall come from the north
and a great nation, and many kings
will be raised up from the remote parts of the earth.

4242 They will hold the bow and the lance;
they are cruel and will not show mercy.

Their voice shall roar like the sea;
and they shall ride on horses,

everyone put in array, like a man to the battle,
against you, O daughter of Babylon.

4343 The king of Babylon has heard the report of them,
and his hands waxed feeble.

Anguish took hold of him,
and pangs as of a woman in labor.

4444 He will come up like a lion from the thicket of the
Jordan

to the perpetually watered meadow.
But I will make them suddenly run away from it,
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5151

and whoever is chosen I will appoint over it.
For who is like Me? And who will summon Me intointo

courtcourt ?
And who is the shepherd that can stand before Me?

4545 Therefore hear the counsel of the LORD that He has
planned against Babylon,

and His purposes that He has purposed against the
land of the Chaldeans:
Surely the least of the flock will drag them out.
Surely He will make their habitation desolate be-

cause of them.
4646 At the shout, “Babylon has been seized!” the earth

is shaken,
and the outcry is heard among the nations.

The Destruction of BabThe Destruction of Babylonylon

Thus says the LORD :
I will raise up against Babylon,

and against those who dwell in Leb Kamai,
the spirit of a destroyer.

22 And I will send foreigners to Babylon
that they may winnow her and empty her land.

For in the day of trouble
they will be against her all around.

33 Let not him who bends his bow bend it,
and let him not rise up in his scale-armor,

and do not spare her young men;
utterly destroy all her host.

44 Thus the slain will fall in the land of the Chaldeans,
and those who are thrust through in her streets.

55 For Israel has not been forsaken, nor Judah,
by his God, the LORD of Hosts,

though their land was filled with sin
against the Holy One of Israel.

66 Flee out of the midst of Babylon,
and each of you deliver his soul!
Do not be cut off in her punishment,

for this is the time of the vengeance of the LORD ;
He will render to her a recompense.

77 Babylon has been a golden cup in the hand of the
LORD ,

that made all the earth drunk.
The nations have drunk of her wine;
therefore the nations are mad.

88 Babylon is suddenly fallen and destroyed.
Howl for her.

Take balm for her pain;
perhaps she may be healed.

99 We applied healing to Babylon,
but she is not healed.

Forsake her, and let us each go into his own country;
for her judgment reaches to heaven
and is lifted up even to the skies.

1010 The LORD has brought forth our righteousness.
Come, and let us declare in Zion
the work of the LORD our God.

1111 Sharpen the arrows.
Gather the shields.

The LORD has raised up the spirit of the kings of the
Medes.

For His device is against Babylon, to destroy it;
because it is the vengeance of the LORD ,
the vengeance of His temple.

1212 Set up the standard against the walls of Babylon,
make the watch strong,

set up the watchmen,
prepare the ambushes.

For the LORD has both devised and done
that which He spoke against the inhabitants of

Babylon.
1313 O you who dwell by many waters,
abundant in treasures,

your end has come,
and the measure of your end.

1414 The LORD of Hosts has sworn by Himself,
saying: Surely I will fill you with men, as with locusts,
and they will lift up shouts of victory against you.

1515 He has made the earth by His power;
He has established the world by His wisdom,
and has stretched out the heaven by His under-

standing.
1616 When He utters His voice, there is a multitude of

waters in the heavens,
and He causes the clouds to ascend from the re-

mote parts of the earth;
He makes lightning with rain,
and brings out the wind from His storehouses.

1717 Every man is ignorant by His knowledge;
every founder is humiliated by the graven image,

for his molded image is falsehood,
and there is no breath in them.

1818 They are vanity, the work of errors;
in the time of their punishment they will perish.

1919 The portion of Jacob is not like them,
for He is the former of all things,

and Israel is the rod of His inheritance.
The LORD of Hosts is His name.

2020 He saysHe says : You are My battle-ax
and weapon of war:

for with you I will break in pieces the nations,
and with you I will destroy kingdoms;

2121 and with you I will break in pieces the horse and his
rider;

and with you I will break in pieces the chariot and
his rider.

2222 With you also I will break in pieces man and
woman;

and with you I will break in pieces old and young;
and with you I will break in pieces the young man

and the young woman.
2323 I will also break in pieces with you the shepherd

and his flock;
and with you I will break in pieces the farmer and

his yoke of oxen;
and with you I will break in pieces captains and

rulers.
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2424 I will render to Babylon and to all the inhabitants
of Chaldea all their evil that they have done in Zion in
your sight, says the LORD .

2525 I am against you, O destroying mountain,
says the LORD ,
who destroys all the earth.

And I will stretch out My hand against you,
and roll you down from the rocks,
and will make you a burned mountain.

2626 They will not take of you a stone for a corner,
or a stone for foundations,
but you will be desolate forever,
says the LORD .

2727 Set up a standard in the land,
blow the trumpet among the nations,

prepare the nations against her,
call together against her the kingdoms
of Ararat, Minni, and Ashkenaz;

appoint a captain against her.
Cause the horses to come up as the rough locusts.

2828 Prepare against her the nations,
the kings of the Medes,

the captains, and all the rulers,
and every land of their dominion.

2929 So the land trembles and sorrows,
for the purposes of the LORD will be performed

against Babylon,
to make the land of Babylon a desolation
without an inhabitant.

3030 The mighty men of Babylon have ceased fighting;
they have remained in their strongholds.

Their might has failed;
they became as women.

They have burned her dwelling places;
the bars of her gates are broken.

3131 One courier will run to meet another,
and one messenger to meet another,

to show the king of Babylon
that his city has been captured from end to endto end ,

3232 and the passages have been seized,
and they have burned the reeds with fire,
and the men of war are terrified.

3333 For thus says the LORD of Hosts, the God of Israel:
The daughter of Babylon is like a threshing floor,
it is time to thresh her;
yet a little while and the time of her harvest will

come.
3434 “Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon
has devoured me and crushed me;
he has made me an empty vessel.

He has swallowed me up like a dragon;
he has filled his belly with my delicacies,
he has cast me out.

3535 May the violence done to me and to my flesh be
upon Babylon,”

the inhabitant of Zion will say;
and, “May my blood be upon the inhabitants of

Chaldea,”

Jerusalem will say.
3636 Therefore thus says the LORD :

I will plead your cause,
and take vengeance for you.

And I will dry up her sea,
and make her springs dry.

3737 Babylon will become heaps,
a dwelling place for jackals,

an astonishment, and a hissing,
without an inhabitant.

3838 They will roar together like young lions;
they will growl as lions’ whelps.

3939 When they become heated up,
I will make their feasts,
and I will make them drunk,

that they may rejoice,
and sleep a perpetual sleep, and not awake,
says the LORD .

4040 I will bring them down
like lambs to the slaughter,
like rams with male goats.

4141 How Sheshak has been captured!
And how the praise of the whole earth has been

seized!
How Babylon has become an astonishment
among the nations!

4242 The sea has come up over Babylon;
she has been covered with the multitude of the

waves.
4343 Her cities have become a desolation,
a dry land and a wilderness,

a land in which no man dwells,
through which no son of man passes.

4444 I will punish Bel in Babylon,
and I will bring forth from his mouth what he has

swallowed up;
and the nations will not flow together any more to

him.
Indeed, the wall of Babylon will fall.

4545 My people, go out of her midst,
and deliver every man his soul
from the fierce anger of the LORD ,

4646 lest your heart grows faint, and you are afraid
for the report that will be heard in the land—

for the report will come one year, and after that in
another year will come another report,

and violence will be in the land,
ruler against ruler—

4747 therefore the days are coming
when I will punish the graven images of Babylon;

and her whole land will be humiliated,
and all her slain will fall in her midst.

4848 Then the heaven and the earth, and all that is in it,
shall sing for joy over Babylon;

for the destroyers will come to her
from the north,
says the LORD .

4949 As Babylon has caused the slain of Israel to fall,
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so at Babylon the slain of all the earth will fall.
5050 You who have escaped the sword,
go away, do not stand still.

Remember the LORD afar off,
and let Jerusalem come into your mind.

5151 We are humiliated
because we have heard reproach.
Shame has covered our faces,

for strangers have come into
the holy places of the house of the LORD .

5252 Therefore, surely the days are coming, says the
LORD ,

when I will punish her graven images,
and the mortally wounded shall groan
through all her land.

5353 Though Babylon should mount up to heaven,
and though she should fortify the height of her

strength,
yet from Me will destroyers come to her,
says the LORD .

5454 A sound of an outcry comes from Babylon,
and great destruction
from the land of the Chaldeans,

5555 because the LORD has devastated Babylon,
and destroyed the great voice out of her.

When her waves roar like great waters,
a noise of their voice is uttered.

5656 Because the destroyer is coming against her, even
upon Babylon,

and her mighty men will be captured,
every one of their bows are broken.

For the LORD is a God of recompense;
He will completely repay.

5757 I will make her officials drunk, and her wise men,
her captains, and her rulers, and her mighty men;

and they will sleep a perpetual sleep, and not awake,
says the King whose name is the LORD of Hosts.

5858 Thus says the LORD of Hosts:
The broad wall of Babylon will be utterly broken,
and her high gates will be burned with fire;

and the peoples will labor in vain,
and the nations become exhausted only for fire.

JerJeremiahemiah’’s Command to Sers Command to Seraiahaiah
5959 The word which Jeremiah the prophet commanded

Seraiah the son of Neriah, the son of Mahseiah, when
he went with Zedekiah the king of Judah into Babylon
in the fourth year of his reign. Now Seraiah was a
quartermaster. 6060 So Jeremiah wrote in a single scroll
all the evil that should come upon Babylon, even all
these words that are written against Babylon. 6161 Jere-
miah said to Seraiah, “When you come to Babylon,
then see that you read aloud all these words, 6262 and
say, ‘O LORD , You have spoken against this place to
cut it off, that no one will remain in it, neither man nor
beast, but that it shall be desolate forever.’ 6363 It will be
that when you have made an end of reading this scroll
that you will bind a stone to it, and cast it into the

midst of the Euphrates, 6464 and say, ‘Thus Babylon will
sink and not rise from the disaster that I will bring up-
on her, and they will become weary.’”

Thus far are the words of Jeremiah.

The Fall of Jerusalem ReThe Fall of Jerusalem Revieviewedwed
2Ki 24:18–20; 25:1–21; 2Ch 36:11–20; Jer 39:1–10

Zedekiah was twenty-one years old when he
began to reign, and he reigned eleven years in

Jerusalem. And his mother’s name was Hamutal the
daughter of Jeremiah of Libnah. 22 He did what was evil
in the eyes of the LORD , according to all that Je-
hoiakim had done. 33 Through the anger of the LORD
this came to pass in Jerusalem and Judah until He had
cast them out from His presence.

Then Zedekiah rebelled against the king of Babylon.
44 In the ninth year of his reign, in the tenth month, in

the tenth day of the month, Nebuchadnezzar king of
Babylon came, he and all his army, against Jerusalem,
and laid siege to it; they built a siege wall all around it.
55 So the city was besieged until the eleventh year of
King Zedekiah.

66 In the fourth month, in the ninth day of the month,
the famine was so severe in the city that there was no
bread for the people of the land. 77 Then the city was
breached, and all the men of war fled and went out of
the city by night by way of the gate between the two
walls, which was by the king’s garden, though the
Chaldeans were all around the city, and they went by
way of the Arabah. 88 But the army of the Chaldeans
pursued after the king and overtook Zedekiah in the
plains of Jericho, and all his army was scattered from
him.

99 Then they took the king and carried him up to the
king of Babylon at Riblah in the land of Hamath where
he passed sentence on him. 1010 The king of Babylon
slew the sons of Zedekiah before his eyes; he also slew
all the officials of Judah in Riblah. 1111 Then he put out
the eyes of Zedekiah, and the king of Babylon bound
him in chains and carried him to Babylon and put him
in prison until the day of his death.

The TThe Temple Burnedemple Burned
1212 Now in the fifth month, in the tenth day of the

month, which was the nineteenth year of Nebuchad-
nezzar king of Babylon, Nebuzaradan the captain of
the guard who served the king of Babylon came into
Jerusalem, 1313 and burned the house of the LORD , and
the king’s house, and all the houses of Jerusalem. Even
all the large houses, he burned with fire. 1414 And all the
army of the Chaldeans who were with the captain of
the guard broke down all the walls of Jerusalem all
around. 1515 Then Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard
carried away captive some of the poorest of the peo-
ple, and the rest of the people who remained in the
city, and those who fell away, who fell to the king of
Babylon, and the rest of the multitude. 1616 But Neb-
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uzaradan the captain of the guard left some of the
poorest of the land to be vinedressers and farmers.

1717 Also the pillars of bronze that were in the house of
the LORD , and the stands, and the bronze sea that
was in the house of the LORD , the Chaldeans broke
and carried all their bronze to Babylon. 1818 The caul-
drons also, and the shovels, and the snuffers, and the
bowls, and the spoons, and all the vessels of bronze
with which they ministered, they took away. 1919 The cap-
tain of the guard also took away the basins, and the
fire pans, and the bowls, and the cauldrons, and the
lampstands, and the spoons, and the cups, what was
of fine gold, and what was of fine silver.

2020 The two pillars, one sea, and twelve bronze bulls
that were under the bases, which King Solomon had
made in the house of the LORD , the bronze of all
these vessels was beyond weight. 2121 Concerning the
pillars: the height of one pillar was eighteen cubits,
and it was twelve cubits in circumference and in thick-
ness it was four fingers, †† and hollow. 2222 A capital of
bronze was upon it, and the height of one capital was
five cubits, †††† with network and pomegranates upon
the capital all around, all of bronze. The second pillar
also and the pomegranates were like these. 2323 There
were ninety-six pomegranates on the sides; all the
pomegranates were a hundred upon the network all
around.

The BabThe Babylonian Exileylonian Exile
2424 The captain of the guard took Seraiah the chief

priest, and Zephaniah the second priest, and the three
officers of the temple. 2525 He also took out of the city
one official who had charge of the men of war, and
seven men of the advisers of the king who were found

† About 27 feet high and 18 feet in circumference, or 8.1 me-
ters high and 5.4 meters in circumference. †† About 71/2 feet, or
2.3 meters.

in the city, and the scribe of the commander of the
army who mustered the people of the land, and sixty
men of the people of the land who were found in the
midst of the city. 2626 So Nebuzaradan the captain of the
guard took them and brought them to the king of
Babylon to Riblah. 2727 The king of Babylon struck them
and put them to death in Riblah in the land of Hamath.

Thus Judah was carried away captive out of its own
land. 2828 These are the people whom Nebuchadnezzar
carried away captive:

in the seventh year three thousand and twenty-three
Jews.

2929 In the eighteenth year of Nebuchadnezzar
he carried away captive from Jerusalem eight hun-
dred and thirty-two persons.

3030 In the twenty-third year of Nebuchadnezzar,
Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard carried
away captive of the Jews seven hundred and forty-
five.
All the persons were four thousand and six hun-
dred.

Jehoiachin ReleasedJehoiachin Released
2Ki 25:27–30

3131 In the thirty-seventh year of the captivity of Je-
hoiachin, king of Judah, in the twelfth month, on the
twenty-fifth day of the month, Awel-Marduk, king of
Babylon, in the first year of his reign lifted up the head
of Jehoiachin king of Judah and brought him out of
prison, 3232 and spoke kindly to him, and set his throne
above the throne of the kings who were with him in
Babylon. 3333 Therefore Jehoiachin changed his prison
garments and continually ate meals before him all the
days of his life. 3434 For his allowance, there was a contin-
ual allowance given him by the king of Babylon, every
day a portion all the days of his life until the day of his
death.
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LAMENTLAMENTAATIONSTIONS
Jeremiah is the author of Lamentations, and it was probably written between 586 and 575 BC, shortly after the
fall of Jerusalem in 586 BC. The theme of Lamentations concerns the mourning for Jerusalem. The book is com-
prised of five elegies or poems that mourn the destruction of Jerusalem. The purpose behind the book’s graph-
ic depictions of sorrow and suffering was to produce hope in God, whose compassion is “new every morning”
and whose faithfulness is great even to those who have been condemned for their own unfaithfulness.

The SorrThe Sorroows of Jerusalemws of Jerusalem

How lonely sits the city
that was full of people!

How she has become like a widow,
who was once great among the nations!

She who was a princess among the provinces
has become a slave!

22 She weeps sorely in the night,
her tears are on her cheeks;

among all her lovers
she has none to comfort her.

All her friends have dealt treacherously with her;
they have become her enemies.

33 Judah has gone into captivity,
under affliction and great servitude;

she dwells among the nations,
she finds no rest;

all her persecutors overtook her
in the midst of distress.

44 The roads to Zion mourn
because no one comes to the solemn feasts.

All her gates are desolate;
her priests sigh,

her virgins are afflicted,
and she herself suffers bitterly.

55 Her adversaries have become her masters,
her enemies prosper;

for the LORD has afflicted her
because of the multitude of her transgressions.

Her children have gone into captivity
before the enemy.

66 From the daughter of Zion
all her beauty has departed.

Her princes have become like deer
that find no pasture;

they fled without strength
before the pursuer.

77 In the days of her affliction and misery
Jerusalem remembers all her pleasant things
that she had in the days of old.

When her people fell into the hand of the enemy,
there was no one to help her.

The adversaries saw her
and mocked at her desolation.

88 Jerusalem has sinned grievously;
therefore she has become vile.

All who honored her despise her,
for they have seen her nakedness;

she herself sighs
and turns away.

99 Her uncleanness is in her skirts;
she took no thought of her future;

therefore her fall is astounding;
she has no comforter.

“O LORD , look upon my affliction,
for the enemy has triumphed!”

1010 The adversary has spread his hand
over all her precious things;

for she has seen the nations
enter her sanctuary,

those whom You commanded
not to enter Your congregation.

1111 All her people groan,
as they search for bread;

they trade their treasures for food
to restore their strength.

Look, O LORD , and consider,
for I am despised.

1212 Is it nothing to you, all you who pass by?
Look and see

if there is any sorrow like my sorrow,
which was brought upon me,

which the LORD has inflicted
on the day of His fierce anger.

1313 From on high He has sent fire into my bones,
and it prevailed against them;

He has spread a net for my feet;
He turned me back;

He has made me desolate
and faint all the day long.

1414 The yoke of my transgressions
was bound; by His hand

they were fastened together; they were set upon my
neck.

He made my strength fail;
the Lord delivered me into the hands
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of those whom I am not able to withstand.
1515 The Lord has trampled underfoot
all my mighty men in my midst;

He has called an assembly against me
to crush my young men;

The Lord has trodden the virgin daughter of Judah
as in a winepress.

1616 For these things I weep;
my eyes flow with tears;

for the comforter, who should relieve my soul,
is far from me.

My children are desolate
for the enemy has prevailed.

1717 Zion spreads out her hands,
but there is no one to comfort her;

the LORD has commanded against Jacob
that his neighbors should be his adversaries;
Jerusalem has become a filthy thing among them.

1818 The LORD is in the right,
for I have rebelled against His commandment.

Hear now, all peoples,
and see my sorrow;

my virgins and my young men
have gone into captivity.

1919 I called for my lovers,
but they deceived me;

my priests and my elders
perished in the city,

while they sought food
to restore their strength.

2020 Look, O LORD , for I am in distress;
my soul is greatly troubled;

my heart is overturned within me,
for I have grievously rebelled.

In the street the sword bereaves,
at home it is like death.

2121 They have heard my groaning,
yet there is no one to comfort me.

All my enemies have heard of my trouble;
they are glad that You have done it.

Bring the day that You have announced,
that they become like me.

2222 Let all their wickedness come before You,
and do to them

as You have done to me
for all my transgressions;

for my groans are many,
and my heart is faint.

The Anger of God Over JerusalemThe Anger of God Over Jerusalem

How the Lord has covered the daughter of Zion
with a cloud in His anger!

He has cast down from heaven to the earth
the beauty of Israel;

He has not remembered His footstool
in the day of His anger.

22 The Lord has swallowed up without mercy
all the habitations of Jacob;

In His wrath He has thrown down
the strongholds of the daughter of Judah;

He has brought them down to the ground;
He has profaned the kingdom and its princes.

33 He has cut off in fierce anger
all the might of Israel;

He has drawn back His right hand
from before the enemy.

He has burned against Jacob
like a flaming fire, devouring all around.

44 He has bent His bow like an enemy,
with his right hand set like an adversary;
He has killed all who were pleasant to His eye;

in the tabernacle of the daughter of Zion,
He has poured out His fury like fire.

55 The Lord has become like an enemy;
He has swallowed up Israel,

He has swallowed up all her palaces;
He has destroyed her strongholds,

and has increased mourning and lamentation
in the daughter of Judah.

66 He has violently taken away His tabernacle as if it
were a garden;

He has destroyed His place of assembly;
the LORD has caused the solemn feasts and Sabbaths
to be forgotten in Zion.

In his fierce indignation He has despised the king and
the priest.

77 The Lord has scorned His altar,
He has disowned His sanctuary;

He has given up the walls of her palaces
into the hand of the enemy.

They have made a noise in the house of the LORD
as on the day of a solemn feast.

88 The LORD has purposed to destroy
the wall of the daughter of Zion.

He has stretched out a line;
He has not withdrawn His hand from destroying;

therefore He caused the rampart and the wall to
lament;

they languished together.
99 Her gates have sunk into the ground;
He has destroyed and broken her bars.

Her king and her princes are among the nations;
the Law is no more,

and her prophets find
no vision from the LORD .

1010 The elders of the daughter of Zion
sit on the ground in silence;

they throw dust on their heads
and gird themselves with sackcloth.

The virgins of Jerusalem
bow their heads to the ground.

1111 My eyes fail with tears,
my spirit is greatly troubled;

my bile is poured on the ground
because of the destruction of the daughter of my

people,
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because the children and infants faint
in the streets of the city.

1212 They say to their mothers,
“Where is grain and wine?”

when they faint like a wounded man
in the streets of the city,

as their life is poured out
on their mothers’ bosom.

1313 What can I say for you,
to what shall I liken you,
O daughter of Jerusalem?

What shall I compare with you,
that I may comfort you,
O virgin daughter of Zion?

For your devastation is great like the sea;
who can heal you?

1414 Your prophets have seen for you
false and deceptive visions;

they have not revealed your iniquity,
to bring back your captives,

but have seen for you oracles
that are false and misleading.

1515 All who pass by
clap their hands at you;

they hiss and shake their heads
at the daughter of Jerusalem, saying,

“Is this the city that men call
the perfection of beauty,
the joy of the whole earth?”

1616 All your enemies
have opened their mouth against you;

they hiss and gnash their teeth.
They say, “We have swallowed her up!

Certainly this is the day that we longed for;
we have found it; we have seen it.”

1717 The LORD has done what He planned;
He has fulfilled His word
that He had commanded in the days of old.

He has thrown down and has not pitied,
and He has caused the enemy to rejoice over you;
He has exalted the power of your adversaries.

1818 Their heart cried to the Lord:
O wall of the daughter of Zion,
let your tears run down
like a river day and night;

give yourself no rest,
your eyes no respite!

1919 Arise, cry out in the night,
at the beginning of the watches;

pour out your heart like water
before the face of the Lord.

Lift your hands to Him
for the lives of your young children,

who faint for hunger
at the head of every street.

2020 Look, O LORD , and consider!
To whom have You done this?

Should the women eat their offspring,

the children who were born healthy?
Should the priest and the prophet be killed
in the sanctuary of the Lord?

2121 The young and the old lie
on the ground in the streets;

my virgins and my young men
have fallen by the sword;

You have killed them in the day of Your anger,
You have slaughtered and not pitied.

2222 You have invited as to a feast day the terrors all
around;
in the day of the LORD ’s anger
no one escaped or survived;

those whom I held and raised
my enemy destroyed.

The PrThe Prophetophet’’s Anguishs Anguish

I am the man who has seen affliction
by the rod of His wrath.

22 He has driven and brought me
into darkness without any light.

33 Surely against me has He turned His hand
continually, the whole day long.

44 My flesh and my skin He has made waste away;
He has broken my bones;

55 He has besieged and enveloped me
with gall and travail.

66 He has set me in dark places,
like the dead of long ago.

77 He has hedged me in so that I cannot get out;
He has made my chain heavy.

88 Even when I cry for help,
He shuts out my prayer.

99 He has blocked my ways with hewn stone;
He has made my paths crooked.

1010 He is to me a bear lying in wait,
a lion in hiding.

1111 He has turned aside my ways and torn me in
pieces;

He has made me desolate.
1212 He has bent His bow
and set me as a target for the arrow.

1313 He has caused the arrows of His quiver
to pierce my inward parts.

1414 I have become the derision of all my people,
their mocking song all the day.

1515 He has filled me with bitterness,
He has sated me with wormwood.

1616 He has made my teeth grind on gravel,
and covered me with ashes.

1717 My soul is bereft of peace;
I have forgotten prosperity.

1818 So I say, “My strength and my hope
from the LORD have perished.”

1919 Remember my affliction and my misery,
the wormwood and the gall.

2020 Surely my soul remembers
and is humbled within me.
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2121 But this I call to mind,
and therefore I have hope:

2222 It is of the LORD ’s mercies that we are not con-
sumed;

His compassions do not fail.
2323 They are new every morning;
great is Your faithfulness.

2424 “The LORD is my portion,” says my soul,
“therefore I will hope in Him.”

2525 The LORD is good to those who wait for Him,
to the soul who seeks Him.

2626 It is good that a man should wait quietly
for the salvation of the LORD .

2727 It is good for a man to bear the yoke
in his youth.

2828 Let him sit alone in silence
when it is laid on him;

2929 let him put his mouth in the dust—
there may yet be hope.

3030 Let him give his cheek to the one who strikes,
and let him be filled with insults.

3131 For the Lord
will not cast off forever.

3232 But though He causes grief, yet He will have com-
passion

according to the abundance of His mercies.
3333 For He does not afflict from His heart,
nor grieve the sons of men.

3434 To crush underfoot
all the prisoners of the earth,

3535 to turn aside the justice due a man
in the presence of the Most High,

3636 to subvert a man in his cause,
the Lord does not approve.

3737 Who is he who speaks and it comes to pass,
unless the Lord has commanded it?

3838 Is it not from the mouth of the Most High
that good and bad proceed?

3939 Why should a living man complain,
a man for the punishment of his sins?

4040 Let us search and try our ways,
and return to the LORD !

4141 Let us lift up our hearts and hands
to God in heaven:

4242 We have transgressed and rebelled;
You have not pardoned.

4343 You have covered Yourself with anger and pursued
us;

You have killed and not pitied.
4444 You have covered Yourself with a cloud,
so that no prayer should pass through.

4545 You have made us filthy refuse
in the midst of the peoples.

4646 All our enemies have opened their mouths
against us.

4747 Panic and snare have come upon us,
desolation and destruction.

4848 My eyes flow with rivers of tears

for the destruction of the daughter of my people.
4949 My eyes flow and do not cease,
without respite,

5050 until the LORD from heaven
looks down and sees.

5151 My eyes bring suffering to my soul
at the fate of all the daughters of my city.

5252 My enemies chased me like a bird,
without cause.

5353 They cut off my life in the pit
and cast stones on me.

5454 Waters flowed over my head;
I said, “I am cut off!”

5555 I called on Your name, O LORD ,
from the lowest pit.

5656 You have heard my plea:
“Do not close Your ear to my cry for help!”

5757 You drew near on the day I called on You,
and You said, “Do not fear!”

5858 O Lord, You have pleaded the case for my soul;
You have redeemed my life.

5959 O LORD , You have seen the wrong done to me;
judge my case.

6060 You have seen all their vengeance,
all their schemes against me.

6161 You have heard their reproach, O LORD ,
all their schemes against me,

6262 the lips of my enemies and
their devices against me all the day.

6363 Look at their sitting down and their rising up;
I am their mocking song.

6464 Render to them a recompense, O LORD ,
according to the work of their hands.

6565 Give them hardness of heart;
may Your curse be upon them!

6666 In Your anger pursue and destroy them
from under Your heavens, O LORD !

The Punishment of ZionThe Punishment of Zion

How the gold has become dim!
How the most fine gold has changed!

The stones of the sanctuary lie scattered
at the head of every street.

22 The precious sons of Zion,
comparable to fine gold,

how they are esteemed as earthen pots,
the work of a potter’s hands!

33 Even the jackals offer the breast;
they nurse their young,

yet the daughter of my people has become cruel,
like ostriches in the wilderness.

44 The tongue of the infant cleaves
to the roof of his mouth for thirst;

the children beg for bread,
but no one divides it for them.

55 Those who once ate delicacies
are desolate in the streets;

those who were brought up in scarlet
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embrace ash heaps.
66 For the iniquity of the daughter of my people
is greater than the sin of Sodom,

which was overthrown in a moment,
and no hands were wrung for her.

77 Her princes were purer than snow,
whiter than milk;

their bodies were more ruddy than rubies,
their appearance like sapphire.

88 Their form is blacker than coal;
they are not recognized in the streets;

their skin cleaves to their bones,
it has become as dry as wood.

99 Those killed by the sword
are better off than those who die of hunger,

for they pine away,
stricken for want of the fruits of the field.

1010 The hands of compassionate women
have boiled their own children;

they became their food in the destruction
of the daughter of my people.

1111 The LORD has fulfilled His fury,
He has poured out His fierce anger.

He kindled a fire in Zion,
and it has devoured its foundations.

1212 The kings of the earth, and all the inhabitants of
the world,

would not have believed
that the adversary and the enemy could enter
the gates of Jerusalem.

1313 This was for the sins of her prophets
and the iniquities of her priests,

who poured out in her midst the blood of the right-
eous.

1414 They wandered,
blind, in the streets;

they have defiled themselves with blood,
so that no one could touch their garments.

1515 They cried out to them, “Depart! Unclean!
Depart, depart, do not touch us!”

Therefore they fled and wandered;
men among the nations said,
“They shall live with us no longer.”

1616 The presence of the LORD scattered them;
He will regard them no more;

they do not respect the priests,
nor show favor to the elders.

1717 Our eyes failed us,
watching vainly for help;

in our watchtowers we watched
for a nation that could not save us.

1818 They tracked our steps
so that we could not walk in our streets.

Our end drew near; our days were numbered,
for our end had come.

1919 Our pursuers were swifter
than the eagles of the skies.

They pursued us on the mountains;

they lay in wait for us in the wilderness.
2020 The breath of our life, the anointed king of the

LORD ,
was captured in their traps,

of whom we said, “Under his shadow
we shall live among the nations.”

2121 Rejoice and be glad, O daughter of Edom,
you who dwell in the land of Uz!

The cup shall also pass to you;
you shall become drunk and strip yourself bare.

2222 The punishment of your iniquity, O daughter of
Zion, is accomplished;

He shall exile you no longer.
He shall punish your iniquity, O daughter of Edom;
He will expose your sins!

A PrA Prayer for Restorayer for Restorationation

Remember, O LORD , what has come upon us;
look, and see our reproach!

22 Our inheritance has been turned over to strangers,
our homes to foreigners.

33 We have become orphans and fatherless;
our mothers are like widows.

44 We must pay for the water we drink;
our wood is sold to us.

55 Our pursuers are at our necks;
we labor and have no rest.

66 We have given our hand to Egypt and to Assyria,
to be satisfied with bread.

77 Our fathers sinned and are no more,
but we bear their iniquities.

88 Slaves rule over us;
there is no one to deliver us from their hand.

99 We get our bread at the peril of our lives,
because of the sword in the wilderness.

1010 Our skin is hot as an oven,
because of the terrible famine.

1111 They ravished the women in Zion,
the virgins in the cities of Judah.

1212 Princes were hung up by their hands,
the faces of elders were not honored.

1313 Young men ground at the millstones;
boys staggered under loads of wood.

1414 The elders have left the city gate,
the young men stopped their music.

1515 The joy of our hearts has ceased;
our dancing has turned into mourning.

1616 The crown has fallen from our head;
woe to us, for we have sinned!

1717 For this our heart is faint;
for these things our eyes grow dim;

1818 because of Mount Zion, which is desolate,
with foxes walking upon it.

1919 You, O LORD , remain forever;
Your throne endures from generation to generation.

2020 Why do You forget us forever,
and forsake us for so long a time?
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2121 Restore us to Yourself, O LORD , that we may re-
turn!

Renew our days as of old,

2222 unless You have utterly rejected us,
and are very angry with us.
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EZEKIELEZEKIEL
The book of Ezekiel was probably written between 593 and 565 BC. The author is Ezekiel, and the theme in-
volves the judgment of Judah and the glory of a restored Jerusalem temple. Ezekiel was both a prophet and
priest, and his ministry was likely from 593 to 571 BC. He was exiled to Babylon in 597 BC. Ezekiel’s sweeping vi-
sions of divine judgment and glory come during his exile in Babylon, far from the temple in Jerusalem where
God’s glory had been displayed in the past, and now recently departed. His prophecies of restoration for God’s
people include the vision of the valley of dry bones, which illustrates God’s ability and desire to renew His peo-
ple.

The Vision of theThe Vision of the LLORDORD ’’s Glorys Glory

In the thirtieth year, in the fourth month, on the
fifth day of the month, as I was among the cap-

tives by the river of Kebar, the heavens were opened
and I saw visions of God.

22 On the fifth day of the month, which was the fifth
year of the captivity of King Jehoiachin, 33 the word of
the LORD came expressly to Ezekiel the priest, the son
of Buzi, in the land of the Chaldeans by the River Ke-
bar. And the hand of the LORD was on him there.

44 As I looked, a whirlwind came out of the north, a
great cloud with fire flashing forth continually, and a
brightness was all around it, and in its midst some-
thing as glowing metal in the midst of the fire. 55 Also
out of the midst came the likeness of four living crea-
tures. And this was their appearance: They had the
likeness of a man. 66 Every one had four faces, and
every one had four wings. 77 Their legs were straight
and the soles of their feet were like the sole of a calf’s
hoof. And they gleamed like the color of burnished
bronze. 88 They had the hands of a man under their
wings on their four sides. As for the faces and wings of
the four of them, 99 their wings were joined to one an-
other. Their facesfaces did not turn when they went. Each
went straight forward.

1010 As for the likeness of their faces, each had the face
of a man, and all four had the face of a lion on the
right side, and the face of an ox on the left side, and
the face of an eagle. 1111 Thus were their faces. And their
wings were stretched upward. Two wings of every one
were joined to one another, and two covered their
bodies. 1212 Each went straight forward. Wherever the
spirit was to go, they would go and not turn as they
went. 1313 As for the likeness of the living creatures, their
appearance was like burning coals of fire and like the
appearance of lamps. It went up and down among the
living creatures. And the fire was bright, and out of the
fire went forth lightning. 1414 The living creatures ran to
and fro as the appearance of a flash of lightning.

1515 Now as I looked at the living creatures, one wheel
was on the ground by the living creatures for each of
the four faces. 1616 The appearance of the wheels and
their work was like the color of sparkling beryl. And all
four of them had one likeness. And their appearance
and their work was, as it were, a wheel in the middle
of a wheel. 1717 Whenever they went, they went in any of
their four sides and did not turn as they went. 1818 As for
their rims, they were so high that they were dreadful.
And the rims of all four of them were full of eyes all
around.

1919 Whenever the living creatures went, the wheels
went with them. And whenever the living creatures
were lifted up from the ground, the wheels also were
lifted up. 2020 Wherever the spirit was about to go, they
would go in that direction. And the wheels rose close
beside them. For the spirit of the living creatures was
in the wheels. 2121 Whenever those went, these went.
And whenever those stood still, these stood still. And
whenever those rose from the ground, the wheels
rose close beside them. For the spirit of the living crea-
tures was in the wheels.

2222 The likeness of the expanse over the heads of the
living creatures was as the awesome gleam of crystal,
stretched out over their heads above. 2323 Under the ex-
panse their wings werwere stre stretched outetched out straight, the one
toward the other. Each one also had two wings which
covered its body on the one side and the other.
2424 When they went, I heard the noise of their wings,
like the noise of abundant waters, as the voice of the
Almighty, the noise of tumult as the noise of an army
camp. Whenever they stood still, they let down their
wings.

2525 There was a voice from the expanse that was over
their heads whenever they stood still and let down
their wings. 2626 Above the expanse that was over their
heads was the likeness of a throne, as the appearance
of a sapphire stone. And on the likeness of the throne
was the likeness as the appearance of a man on it high
up. 2727 Then I saw as glowing metal, as the appearance
of fire all around within it, from the appearance of His
loins and upward; and from the appearance of His
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33

loins and downward I saw as it were the appearance
of fire, and there was a brightness around Him. 2828 As
the appearance of the rainbow that is in the cloud on a
day of rain, so was the appearance of the brightness
all around.

This was the appearance of the likeness of the glory
of the LORD . And when I saw it, I fell on my face and
heard a voice of one speaking.

The Call of EzekielThe Call of Ezekiel

Then He said to me: Son of man, stand on your
feet, and I will speak to you! 22 When He spoke to

me, the Spirit entered me and set me on my feet. Then
I heard Him speaking to me.

33 And He said to me: Son of man, I send you to the
sons of Israel, to a rebellious nation that has rebelled
against Me. They and their fathers have transgressed
against Me even to this very day. 44 And as for the im-
pudent and obstinate children, I am sending you to
them. And you shall say to them, “Thus says the Lord
GOD .” 55 As for them, whether they listen or not (for
they are a rebellious house), they shall know that there
has been a prophet among them. 66 And you, son of
man, do not be afraid of them or be afraid of their
words, though briers and thorns be with you, and you
dwell among scorpions. Do not be afraid of their
words or be dismayed at their looks, for they are a re-
bellious house. 77 You shall speak My words to them,
whether they listen or not, for they are rebellious.
88 But you, son of man, hear what I say to you. Do not
be rebellious like that rebellious house. Open your
mouth and eat what I give you.

99 When I looked, a hand was sent to me. And a scroll
was in it. 1010 And He spread it before me. And there was
writing on the inside and on the outside, and written
on it were words of lamentation and mourning and
woe.

Moreover He said to me, Son of man, eat what
you find. Eat this scroll and go speak to the house

of Israel. 22 So I opened my mouth, and He fed me this
scroll.

33 He said to me, Son of man, feed your stomach and
fill your inward parts with this scroll that I give you.
Then I ate it, and it was as honey for sweetness in my
mouth.

44 Then He said to me: Son of man, go to the house of
Israel and speak with My words to them. 55 For you are
not being sent to a people of foreign speech and hard
language, but to the house of Israel, 66 nor to many
peoples of foreign speech and hard language, whose
words you cannot understand. But I have sent you to
them who should listen to you. 77 But the house of Is-
rael will not listen to you, because they will not listen
to Me. For all the house of Israel is impudent and ob-
stinate. 88 But I have made your face as hard as their
faces and your forehead as hard as their foreheads.
99 As emery harder than flint, I have made your fore-

head. Do not be afraid of them or be dismayed at their
looks, though they are a rebellious house.

1010 Moreover He said to me: Son of man, all My words
that I shall speak to you receive in your heart and hear
with your ears. 1111 Go to the captives, to the sons of
your people, and speak to them and tell them,
whether they listen or not, “Thus says the Lord GOD .”

1212 Then the Spirit took me up, and I heard behind me
a great thundering voice: “Blessed be the glory of the
LORD in His place.” 1313 I hearheardd also the noise of the
wings of the living creatures that touched one another
and the noise of the wheels beside them, even a great
rushing sound. 1414 So the Spirit lifted me up and took
me away, and I went in bitterness, in the heat of my
spirit, and the hand of the LORD was strong upon me.
1515 Then I came to the captives at Tel Aviv, who lived by
the River Kebar, and I sat there where they sat seven
days, causing consternation among them.

Ezekiel, a WEzekiel, a Watchman for Isratchman for Israelael
1616 At the end of seven days, the word of the LORD

came to me, saying, 1717 Son of man, I have made you a
watchman to the house of Israel. Whenever you hear
the word from My mouth, then warn them from Me.
1818 When I say to the wicked, “You shall surely die,” and
you do not warn him, nor speak to warn the wicked
from his wicked way that he may live, the same wicked
man shall die in his iniquity, but his blood I will require
at your hand. 1919 Yet if you warn the wicked and he
does not turn from his wickedness or from his wicked
way, he shall die in his iniquity. But you have delivered
your soul.

2020 Again, when a righteous man turns from his right-
eousness and commits iniquity, and I lay a stumbling
block before him, he shall die. Because you have not
given him warning, he shall die in his sin, and his
righteousness which he has done shall not be remem-
bered. But his blood I will require at your hand. 2121 Nev-
ertheless if you warn the righteous man that the right-
eous should not sin and he does not sin, he shall sure-
ly live because he took warning. And you have deliv-
ered your soul.

2222 The hand of the LORD was upon me there, and He
said to me, Rise, go out into the plain, and I will talk
with you there. 2323 Then I arose, and went out into the
plain. And the glory of the LORD stood there, as the
glory which I saw by the river of Kebar, and I fell on my
face.

2424 Then the Spirit entered me, and set me on my feet,
and spoke with me and said to me: Go, shut yourself
up within your house. 2525 As for you, son of man, they
shall put bands on you and shall bind you with them,
so that you cannot go out among them. 2626 And I will
make your tongue cleave to the roof of your mouth so
that you shall be mute and cannot be one to rebuke
them, for they are a rebellious house. 2727 But when I
speak with you, I will open your mouth, and you shall
say to them, “Thus says the Lord GOD .” He who hears,
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let him hear. And he who refuses, let him refuse. For
they are a rebellious house.

The Siege of Jerusalem PortrThe Siege of Jerusalem Portrayedayed

You also, son of man, take a brick and lay it be-
fore you and inscribe a city on it, even Jerusalem.

22 Then lay siege against it, and build a fort against it,
and build a mound against it; set camps and place bat-
tering rams against it all around. 33 Moreover take for
yourself an iron plate and set it up for a wall of iron
between you and the city. And set your face against it
so that it is besieged, and lay siege against it. This
shall be a sign to the house of Israel.

44 As for you, lie down on your left side and lay the in-
iquity of the house of Israel upon it. According to the
number of the days that you lie on it, you shall bear
their iniquity. 55 For I have laid upon you the years of
their iniquity according to the number of the days,
three hundred and ninety days. So you shall bear the
iniquity of the house of Israel.

66 When you have accomplished them, lie again on
your right side, and you shall bear the iniquity of the
house of Judah forty days. I have appointed you each
day for a year. 77 Therefore you shall set your face to-
ward the siege of Jerusalem, and your arm shall be un-
covered, and you shall prophesy against it. 88 I will lay
bands upon you, and you shall not turn yourself from
one side to another until you have ended the days of
your siege.

99 Also take for yourself wheat, and barley, and beans,
and lentils, and millet, and spelt, and put them in one
vessel and make bread. According to the number of
the days that you lie on your side, three hundred and
ninety days, you shall eat it. 1010 Your food which you
shall eat shall beshall be by weight, twenty shekels †† a day.
From time to time you shall eat it. 1111 You also shall
drink water by measure, the sixth part of a hin. †††† From
time to time you shall drink it. 1212 You shall eat it as bar-
ley cake, having baked it in their sight with dung that
comes out of man. 1313 Then the LORD said, “Even so the
sons of Israel shall eat their defiled bread among the
nations where I drive them.”

1414 Then I said, “Ah, Lord GOD ! My soul has not been
defiled. For from my youth up even until now I have
not eaten of that which dies of itself, or is torn in
pieces, nor has abominable meat come into my
mouth.”

1515 Then He said to me, “I have given you cow dung in-
stead of man’s dung over which you shall prepare your
bread.”

1616 Moreover He said to me, Son of man, I will cut off
the supply of bread in Jerusalem. They shall eat bread
by weight and with anxiety and drink water by mea-
sure and with horror, 1717 because bread and water will
be scarce, and they will be appalled with one another,
and waste away for their iniquity.

† About 8 ounces, or 230 grams. †† About 2/3 quart, or 0.6
liter.

A SworA Sword Against Jerusalemd Against Jerusalem

As for you, son of man, take a sharp sword. Take
and cause it to pass upon your head and upon

your beard as a barber’s razor. Then take balances to
weigh and divide the hair. 22 You shall burn with fire a
third part in the midst of the city when the days of the
siege are fulfilled. Then you shall take a third part and
strike it with the sword all around the city. And a third
part you shall scatter in the wind. And I will draw out a
sword after them. 33 You shall also take a few in num-
ber from them and bind them in the edges of your
rrobesobes . 44 Then take some of them again and cast them
into the midst of the fire and burn them in the fire. For
a fire shall come out into all the house of Israel.

55 Thus says the Lord GOD : This is Jerusalem. I have
set it in the midst of the nations, with countries that
are all around her. 66 But she has rebelled against My
judgments more wickedly than the nations, and
against My statutes more than the countries that are
all around her. For they have refused My judgments
and My statutes, and have not walked in them.

77 Therefore thus says the Lord GOD : Because you
have more turmoil than the nations that are round
about you and have not walked in My statutes, or have
kept My judgments, and have not even acted accord-
ing to the judgments of the nations that are all around
you, 88 therefore thus says the Lord GOD : Pay atten-
tion. I, even I, am against you and will execute judg-
ments in your midst in the sight of the nations. 99 I will
do in you what I have not done, and the like of which I
will not do anymore, because of all your abomina-
tions. 1010 Therefore the fathers shall eat their sons in
your midst, and the sons shall eat their fathers. For I
will execute judgments on you, and the whole rem-
nant of you I will scatter into all the winds. 1111 There-
fore, as I live, says the Lord GOD , surely, because you
have defiled My sanctuary with all your detestable
things and with all your abominations, therefore I will
also diminish you, and My eye shall have no pity, nor
will I spare. 1212 A third part of you shall die by pestilence
or by famine; they shall be consumed in your midst.
And a third part shall fall by the sword all around you.
And I will scatter a third part into all the winds, and I
will draw out a sword after them.

1313 Thus My anger shall be accomplished, and I will
cause My fury to rest upon them, and I will be com-
forted. Then they shall know that I the LORD have spo-
ken it in My zeal when I have accomplished My fury in
them.

1414 Moreover I will make you a desolation and a re-
proach among the nations that are all around you, in
the sight of all who pass by. 1515 So it shall be a reproach
and a taunt, a warning and an astonishment to the na-
tions that are all around you, when I execute judg-
ments in you in anger and in fury and in furious re-
bukes. I the LORD have spoken it. 1616 When I send upon
them the deadly arrows of famine which shall be for
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their destruction and which I will send to destroy you,
then I will also increase the famine upon you and
break your staff of bread. 1717 So I will send upon you
famine and wild beasts, and they shall bereave you of
children. And pestilence and bloodshed shall pass
through you. And I will bring the sword upon you. I
the LORD have spoken it.

Judgment on IdolatrJudgment on Idolatrous Isrous Israelael

And the word of the LORD came to me, saying:
22 Son of man, set your face toward the mountains

of Israel, and prophesy against them, 33 and say, Moun-
tains of Israel, hear the word of the Lord GOD . Thus
says the Lord GOD to the mountains, and to the hills,
to the rivers, and to the valleys: Pay attention. I, even I,
will bring a sword upon you, and I will destroy your
high places. 44 Your altars shall be desolate, and your
images shall be broken. And I will cast down your slain
men before your idols. 55 I will lay the dead corpses of
the sons of Israel before their idols. And I will scatter
your bones all around your altars. 66 In all your dwelling
places, the cities shall be laid waste and the high
places shall be desolate so that your altars may be laid
waste and made desolate, and your idols may be bro-
ken and cease, and your images may be cut down, and
your works may be abolished. 77 The slain shall fall in
your midst, and you shall know that I am the LORD .

88 Yet I will leave a remnant, for you will have some
who escape the sword among the nations when you
are scattered among the countries. 99 Those of you who
escape shall remember Me among the nations wher-
ever they shall be carried captive, because I am bro-
ken by their whorish heart which has departed from
Me, and with their eyes which play the harlot after
their idols. And they shall loathe themselves for the
evils which they have committed in all their abomina-
tions. 1010 They shall know that I am the LORD , and that
I have not said in vain that I would bring this calamity
upon them.

1111 Thus says the Lord GOD : Clap your hand, and
stamp with your foot, and say, Alas for all the evil
abominations of the house of Israel! For they shall fall
by sword, by famine, and by pestilence. 1212 He who is
far off shall die of pestilence, and he who is near shall
fall by the sword, and he who remains and is besieged
shall die by famine. Thus I will accomplish My fury up-
on them. 1313 Then you shall know that I am the LORD ,
when their slain men shall be among their idols all
around their altars, on every high hill, in all the tops of
the mountains, and under every green tree, and under
every thick oak, the place where they offered sweet sa-
vor to all their idols. 1414 So, in all their habitations I will
stretch out My hand upon them and make the land
desolate, indeed, more desolate than the wilderness
toward Diblah. And they shall know that I am the
LORD .

The Day of theThe Day of the LLORDORD ’’s Ws Wrrathath

Moreover the word of the LORD came to me, say-
ing: 22 And you, son of man, thus says the Lord

GOD to the land of Israel:
An end, the end is coming
upon the four corners of the land.

33 Now the end has come upon you,
and I will send My anger upon you,

and will judge you according to your ways,
and will recompense upon you all your abomina-

tions.
44 My eye shall not spare you,
nor will I have pity;

but I will recompense your ways upon you,
and your abominations shall be in your midst.
And you shall know that I am the LORD !
55 Thus says the Lord GOD :

A disaster, a singular disaster;
it is coming!

66 An end is coming,
the end has come;

it watches for you;
it has come!

77 Your doom has come to you,
O inhabitant in the land;

the time has come, the day of trouble is near,
and not the joyful shouting on the mountains.

88 Now I will shortly pour out My fury upon you,
and accomplish My anger upon you;

and I will judge you according to your ways,
and will recompense you for all your abominations.

99 My eye shall not spare,
nor will I have pity;

I will recompense you according to your ways,
and your abominations that are in your midst.
And you shall know that I am the LORD who strikes.

1010 The day is coming!
Your doom has gone out;

the rod has blossomed,
pride has budded.

1111 Violence has risen up
into a rod of wickedness;

none of them shall rshall remain,emain,
none of their people,

none of their wealth,
nor anything eminent among them.

1212 The time has come,
the day has drawn near.

Do not let the buyer rejoice,
or the seller mourn,
for wrath is against all their multitude.

1313 For the seller shall not return
to that which is sold,
although they both live;

for the vision concerning the whole multitude
shall not return;

nor shall any strengthen his life
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by his iniquity.
1414 They have blown the trumpet
even to make all ready,

but none goes to the battle;
for My wrath is against all the multitude.

1515 The sword is outside,
and the pestilence and the famine within.

He who is in the field
shall die by the sword;

and he who is in the city,
famine and pestilence shall devour him.

1616 Even when their survivors escape,
they shall be on the mountains

like doves of the valleys,
all of them mourning,
every one over his iniquity.

1717 All hands shall be feeble,
and all knees shall be weak as water.

1818 They shall also gird themselves with sackcloth,
and horror shall cover them;

and shame shall be upon all faces,
and baldness upon all their heads.

1919 They shall cast their silver in the streets,
and their gold shall become abhorrent;

their silver and their gold
shall not be able to deliver them
in the day of the wrath of the LORD ;

they shall not satisfy their souls,
or fill their stomachs,
for their iniquity has become a stumbling block.

2020 They transformed the beauty of His ornaments into
pride,

and made the images of their abominations
and of their detestable things with it;
therefore I will make it an abhorrent thing to them.

2121 I will give it into the hands of the strangers
as plunder and to the wicked of the earth for de-

struction,
and they shall pollute it.

2222 My face also I will turn from them,
and they shall pollute My secret place;

for the robbers shall enter
and defile it.

2323 Make a chain,
for the land is full of bloody crimes,
and the city is full of violence.

2424 Therefore I will bring the worst of the nations,
and they shall possess their houses;

I will also make the pomp of the strong to cease,
and their holy places shall be defiled.

2525 When destruction comes,
then they shall seek peace, but there shall be none.

2626 Mischief shall come upon mischief,
and rumor shall be upon rumor.

Then they shall seek a vision of the prophet;
but the law shall perish from the priest,
and counsel from the elders.

2727 The king shall mourn,

and the prince shall be clothed with desolation,
and the hands of the people of the land shall trem-

ble.
I will do to them according to their way,
and according to what they deserve I will judge

them.
And they shall know that I am the LORD !

Abominations in the TAbominations in the Templeemple

In the sixth year, in the sixth month, on the fifth
day of the month, as I sat in my house and the el-

ders of Judah sat before me, the hand of the Lord GOD
fell upon me there. 22 Then I looked, and there was a
likeness as the appearance of a man. From His loins
and downward was the appearance of fire. And from
His loins and upward was the appearance of bright-
ness, as the appearance of glowing metal. 33 He
stretched out the form of a hand and took me by a
lock of my head. And the Spirit lifted me up between
the earth and the heavens, and brought me in the vi-
sions of God to Jerusalem, to the entrance of the north
gate of the inner court, where the seat of the image of
jealousy was, which provokes to jealousy. 44 The glory
of the God of Israel was there, according to the vision
that I saw in the plain.

55 Then He said to me, “Son of man, lift up your eyes
now toward the north.” So I lifted up my eyes toward
the north, and northward at the gate of the altar was
this image of jealousy in the entrance.

66 He said furthermore to me, “Son of man, do you
see what they do, even the great abominations that
the house of Israel commits here, so that I should go
far off from My sanctuary? But yet you shall see still
greater abominations.”

77 Then He brought me to the door of the court. And
when I looked, there was a hole in the wall. 88 So He
said to me, “Son of man, now dig in the wall.” And
when I had dug in the wall, there was a door.

99 He said to me, “Enter and notice the wicked abomi-
nations that they do here.” 1010 So I went in and saw
every form of creeping things, and abominable beasts,
and all the idols of the house of Israel, portrayed upon
the wall all around. 1111 There stood before them seventy
men of the elders of the house of Israel, and in their
midst stood Jaazaniah the son of Shaphan, with every
man his censer in his hand, and a thick cloud of in-
cense went up.

1212 Then He said to me, “Son of man, have you seen
what the elders of the house of Israel do in the dark,
every man in the chambers of his images? For they
say, ‘The LORD does not see us. The LORD has forsak-
en the land.’” 1313 He also said to me, “Yet again you shall
see greater abominations that they do.”

1414 Then He brought me to the door of the gate of the
house of the LORD which was toward the north. And
women sat there weeping for Tammuz. 1515 Then He said
to me, “Have you seen this, O son of man? Yet again
you shall see greater abominations than these.”
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1616 He brought me into the inner court of the house of
the LORD , and at the door of the temple of the LORD ,
between the porch and the altar, were about twenty-
five men with their backs toward the temple of the
LORD and their faces toward the east. And they wor-
shipped the sun toward the east.

1717 Then He said to me, “Have you seen this, O son of
man? Is it a light thing to the house of Judah that they
commit the abominations which they commit here?
For they have filled the land with violence and have
continually provoked Me to anger. And they put the
branch to their nose. 1818 Therefore I will indeed deal in
fury. My eye shall not spare, nor will I have pity. And
though they cry in My ears with a loud voice, yet I will
not listen to them.”

The Slaughter of the WickedThe Slaughter of the Wicked

He cried out also in my ears with a loud voice,
saying, “Cause those who have charge over the

city to draw near, even every man with his destroying
weapon in his hand.” 22 Six men came from the way of
the higher gate which lies toward the north, each with
his battle weapon in his hand. And one man among
them was clothed with linen with a writer’s case by his
side. And they went in and stood beside the bronze al-
tar.

33 Then the glory of the God of Israel ascended from
the cherub on which it had been, to the threshold of
the temple. And He called to the man clothed with
linen who had the writer’s case by his side. 44 And the
LORD said to him, “Go through the midst of the city,
through the midst of Jerusalem, and set a mark upon
the foreheads of the men who sigh and groan for all
the abominations that are done in its midst.” 55 To the
others He said in my hearing, “Go after him through
the city and strike. Do not let your eye spare or have
pity. 66 Utterly slay old and young, both maidens and lit-
tle children, and women. But do not touch any man on
whom is the mark. And begin at My sanctuary.” Then
they began with the elders who were before the tem-
ple.

77 Then he said to them, “Defile the temple, and fill
the courts with the slain. Go forth!” So they went out
and killed in the city. 88 While they were killing, I was
left alone; and I fell on my face and cried out, “Ah, Lord
GOD ! Will You destroy all the rest of Israel by Your
pouring out of Your fury upon Jerusalem?”

99 Then He said to me, “The iniquity of the house of Is-
rael and Judah is exceedingly great, and the land is full
of blood, and the city is full of perverseness. For they
say, ‘The LORD has forsaken the land, and the LORD
does not see.’ 1010 But as for Me, My eye shall not spare,
nor will I have pity, but I will recompense their way up-
on their heads.”

1111 Then the man clothed with linen who had the case
by his side reported the matter, saying, “I have done
just as You have commanded me.”

The Glory of God Leaves the TThe Glory of God Leaves the Templeemple

Then I looked, and in the expanse that was
above the heads of the cherubim there ap-

peared over them, as it were, a sapphire stone, as the
appearance of the likeness of a throne. 22 And He spoke
to the man clothed with linen and said, “Go in between
the wheels under the cherubim and fill your hands
with coals of fire from among the cherubim and scat-
ter them over the city.” And he entered in my sight.

33 Now the cherubim stood on the right side of the
temple when the man went in, and the cloud filled the
inner court. 44 Then the glory of the LORD went up from
the cherub and stood over the threshold of the tem-
ple. And the house was filled with the cloud, and the
court was full of the brightness of the glory of the
LORD . 55 The sound of the wings of the cherubim was
heard even in the outer court, like the voice of the
Almighty God when He speaks.

66 When He had commanded the man clothed with
linen, saying, “Take fire from between the wheels,
from among the cherubim,” he went in and stood be-
side the wheel. 77 One cherub stretched out his hand
from among the cherubim to the fire that was be-
tween the cherubs, and took some, and put it into the
hands of him who was clothed with linen, who took it
and went out. 88 There appeared among the cherubim
the form of a man’s hand under their wings.

99 Then I looked, and there were the four wheels by
the cherubim, one wheel by one cherub, and another
wheel by another cherub. And the appearance of the
wheels was as the color of a beryl stone. 1010 As for their
appearances, all four had one likeness, as if one wheel
had been in the middle of a wheel. 1111 When they went,
they went on their four sides. They did not turn as they
went, but they followed to the place wherever the
head looked. They did not turn as they went. 1212 Their
whole body, and their backs, and their hands, and
their wings, and the wheels that the four had were full
of eyes all round. 1313 As for the wheels, they were called
in my hearing the whirling wheels. 1414 Each one had
four faces. The first face was the face of a cherub, the
second face was the face of a man, the third the face
of a lion, and the fourth the face of an eagle.

1515 Then the cherubim rose up. They are the living
creatures that I saw by the River Kebar. 1616 When the
cherubim went, the wheels went by them. And when
the cherubim lifted up their wings to mount up from
the earth, the same wheels also would not turn from
beside them. 1717 When the cherubim stood, the wheels
stood. And when they rose up, the wheels also rose up
with them. For the spirit of the living creatures was in
them.

1818 Then the glory of the LORD departed from off the
threshold of the temple and stood over the cherubim.
1919 The cherubim lifted up their wings and mounted up
from the earth in my sight. When they went out, the
wheels were beside them. They stood at the door of
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the east gate of the house of the LORD ; and the glory
of the God of Israel was above them.

2020 These are the living creatures that I saw under the
God of Israel by the River Kebar. So I knew that they
were cherubim. 2121 Every one had four faces apiece,
and every one four wings. And the likeness of the
hands of a man was under their wings. 2222 The likeness
of their faces was the same faces which I saw by the
River Kebar, their appearances and themselves. Each
went straight forward.

God’God’s Judgment on Wicked Counselorss Judgment on Wicked Counselors

Moreover the Spirit lifted me up and brought
me to the east gate of the house of the LORD

which faces eastward. And at the door of the gate
werweree twenty-five men, among whom I saw Jaazaniah
the son of Azzur and Pelatiah the son of Benaiah, offi-
cials of the people. 22 Then He said to me, “Son of man,
these are the men who devise mischief and give
wicked counsel in this city, 33 who say, ‘ The timeThe time is not
near to build houses. This city is the cauldron, and we
are the flesh.’ 44 Therefore prophesy against them;
prophesy, son of man!”

55 Then the Spirit of the LORD fell upon me, and He
said to me, Say, Thus says the LORD : Thus you have
said, O house of Israel, for I know the things that
come into your mind, every one of them. 66 You have
multiplied your slain in this city, and you have filled
the streets with them.

77 Therefore thus says the Lord GOD : Your slain
whom you have laid in the midst of it, they are the
flesh and this city is the cauldron. But I will bring you
out of the midst of it. 88 You have feared the sword, so I
will bring a sword upon you, says the Lord GOD . 99 I
will bring you out of the midst of the city and deliver
you into the hands of strangers and execute judg-
ments against you. 1010 You shall fall by the sword. I will
judge you in the border of Israel. Then you shall know
that I am the LORD . 1111 This city shall not be your caul-
dron, nor shall you be the flesh in the midst of it, but I
will judge you in the border of Israel. 1212 Thus you shall
know that I am the LORD . For you have not walked in
My statutes, or executed My judgments, but have
done after the customs of the nations all around you.

1313 Now while I was prophesying, Pelatiah the son of
Benaiah died. Then fell I down upon my face and cried
out with a loud voice and said, “Ah, Lord GOD ! Will You
make a full end of the remnant of Israel?”

The Exiles’ Return PrThe Exiles’ Return Promisedomised
1414 Again the word of the LORD came to me, saying:

1515 Son of man, your brothers, your kindred, your fellow
captives, and all the house of Israel, all of them, are
they to whom the inhabitants of Jerusalem have said,
“Go far from the LORD . This land has been given to us
as a possession.”

1616 Therefore say, Thus says the Lord GOD : Although I
have cast them far off among the nations, and al-
though I have scattered them among the countries,
yet I will be a sanctuary to them for a little while in the
countries where they have gone.

1717 Therefore say, Thus says the Lord GOD : I will gath-
er you from the peoples and assemble you out of the
countries where you have been scattered, and I will
give you the land of Israel.

1818 When they come there, they shall take away all the
detestable things and all the abominations from it. 1919 I
will give them one heart, and I will put a new spirit
within them. And I will take the stony heart out of their
flesh, and give them a heart of flesh, 2020 that they may
walk in My statutes, and keep My ordinances, and do
them. And they shall be My people, and I will be their
God. 2121 But as for those whose hearts walk after the
hearts of their detestable things and their abomina-
tions, I will recompense their way upon their own
heads, says the Lord GOD .

2222 Then the cherubim lifted up their wings with the
wheels beside them. And the glory of the God of Israel
was over them. 2323 The glory of the LORD went up from
the midst of the city and stood on the mountain which
is on the east side of the city. 2424 Afterwards the Spirit
took me up and brought me in a vision by the Spirit of
God into Chaldea to those of the captivity.

So the vision that I had seen went up from me.
2525 Then I spoke to those of the captivity all the things
that the LORD had shown me.

JudahJudah’’s Captivity Symbolizeds Captivity Symbolized

The word of the LORD also came to me, saying:
22 Son of man, you dwell in the midst of a rebel-

lious house, which has eyes to see but does not see,
and ears to hear but does not hear. For they are a re-
bellious house.

33 Therefore, son of man, prepare baggage for captiv-
ity and go into captivity by day in their sight. And you
shall go into captivity from your place to another place
in their sight. It may be that they understand, though
they are a rebellious house. 44 You shall bring out your
belongings by day in their sight, as baggage for exile;
and you shall go out at evening in their sight, as those
who go into exile. 55 Dig a hole through the wall in their
sight, and go out thereby. 66 In their sight you shall
bear it on your shoulders and carry it out in the twi-
light. You shall cover your face so that you cannot see
the land. For I have set you as a sign to the house of
Israel.

77 I did so as I was commanded. I brought out my
baggage by day as baggage for captivity, and in the
evening I dug through the wall with my own hands. I
brought it out at twilight, carrying it on my shoulder in
their sight.

88 In the morning the word of the LORD came to me,
saying: 99 Son of man, has not the house of Israel, the
rebellious house, said to you, “What are you doing?”
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1010 Say to them, “Thus says the Lord GOD : This oracle
concerns the prince in Jerusalem and all the house of
Israel who are in it.” 1111 Say, “I am your sign.

“As I have done, so it shall be done to them. They
shall go into exile, into captivity.”

1212 The prince who is among them shall bear his bag-his bag-
gagegage on his shoulder in the twilight and go out. They
shall dig through the wall to carry it out thereby. He
shall cover his face so that he cannot see the land with
his eyes. 1313 My net also I will spread upon him, and he
shall be taken in My snare. And I will bring him to
Babylon to the land of the Chaldeans. Yet he shall not
see it, though he shall die there. 1414 I will scatter toward
every wind all who are about him, his helpers and all
his troops. And I will draw out the sword after them.

1515 Then they shall know that I am the LORD when I
scatter them among the nations and disperse them
among the countries. 1616 But I will spare a few men of
them from the sword, from famine, and from pesti-
lence, so that they may declare all their abominations
among the nations where they go and know that I am
the LORD .

1717 Moreover the word of the LORD came to me, say-
ing: 1818 Son of man, eat your bread with quaking, and
drink your water with trembling and with anxiety.
1919 And say to the people of the land, Thus says the
Lord GOD concerning the inhabitants of Jerusalem in
the land of Israel: They shall eat their bread with care-
fulness and drink their water with astonishment, be-
cause their land shall be desolate from all that is in it,
because of the violence of all those who dwell in it.
2020 The cities that are inhabited shall be laid waste, and
the land shall be desolate. Then you shall know that I
am the LORD .

2121 The word of the LORD came to me, saying: 2222 Son
of man, what is this proverb that you people have in
the land of Israel, saying, “The days are prolonged,
and every vision fails”? 2323 Tell them therefore, “Thus
says the Lord GOD : I will make this proverb cease so
that they shall no more use it as a proverb in Israel.”
But say to them, The days are at hand and the effect
of every vision. 2424 For there shall be no more any vain
vision or flattering divination within the house of Is-
rael. 2525 For I the LORD will speak, and the word that I
speak shall come to pass. It shall be no more pro-
longed. For in your days, O rebellious house, I will say
the word, and will perform it, says the Lord GOD .

2626 Again the word of the LORD came to me, saying:
2727 Son of man, look, the house of Israel says, “The vi-
sion that he sees is for many days to come, and he
prophesies of the times that are far off.”

2828 Therefore say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD :
There shall none of My words be prolonged anymore,
but the word which I have spoken shall be done, says
the Lord GOD .

False PrFalse Prophets Condemnedophets Condemned

And the word of the LORD came to me, saying:
22 Son of man, prophesy against the prophets of

Israel who prophesy, and say to those who prophesy
out of their own hearts, “Hear the word of the LORD !”
33 Thus says the Lord GOD : Woe to the foolish prophets
who follow their own spirit and have seen nothing! 44 O
Israel, your prophets are like the foxes in the ruins.
55 You have not gone up into the gaps, nor did you
build up the hedge for the house of Israel to stand in
the battle on the day of the LORD . 66 They have seen
vanity and lying divination, saying, “The LORD says,”
when the LORD has not sent them. And they have
made others to hope for the confirmation of their
word. 77 Have you not seen a vain vision, and have you
not spoken a lying divination when you say, “The LORD
says,” yet it is not I who have spoken?

88 Therefore thus says the Lord GOD : Because you
have spoken vanity and seen lies, therefore I am
against you, says the Lord GOD . 99 Thus My hand shall
be against the prophets who see vanity and who di-
vine lies. They shall not have a place in the council of
My people, nor shall they be written in the register of
the house of Israel, nor shall they enter into the land
of Israel so that you may know that I am the Lord GOD
.

1010 It is surely because they have seduced My people,
saying, “Peace,” when there was no peace. And when
anyone builds up a wall, they daub it with whitewash.
1111 Say to those who daub it with whitewash that it shall
fall. There shall be an overflowing shower, and you, O
great hailstones, shall fall. And a stormy wind shall
break it. 1212 When the wall has fallen, will you not be
asked, “Where is the whitewash with which you have
daubed it?”

1313 Therefore thus says the Lord GOD : I will make a vi-
olent wind break out in My fury. And there shall be an
overflowing shower in My anger, and hailstones in My
fury to consume it. 1414 So I will break down the wall that
you have daubed with whitewash, and bring it down
to the ground so that its foundation is laid bare. And
when it falls, you shall be consumed in its midst. And
you shall know that I am the LORD . 1515 Thus I will ac-
complish My wrath upon the wall and upon those who
have daubed it with whitewash, and I will say to you,
The wall is no more, nor those who daubed it, 1616 alongalong
withwith the prophets of Israel who prophesy concerning
Jerusalem and who see visions of peace for her when
there is no peace, says the Lord GOD .

1717 Now you, son of man, set your face against the
daughters of your people who prophesy out of their
own heart and prophesy against them, 1818 and say,
Thus says the Lord GOD : Woe to the women who sew
magic bands on all wrists and make veils on the heads
of persons of every stature to hunt souls! Will you hunt
the souls of My people but save the souls alive of oth-of oth-
ersers for yourselves? 1919 And you pollute Me among My
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people for handfuls of barley and pieces of bread to
slay the souls of those who should not die and to save
the souls alive of those who should not live by your ly-
ing to My people who hear your lies.

2020 Therefore thus says the Lord GOD : I am against
your magic bands with which you hunt the souls there
as birds, and I will tear them from your arms, and will
let the souls go, even the souls that you hunt as birds.
2121 Your veils also I will tear off and deliver My people
out of your hands, and they shall be no more in your
hand to be hunted. And you shall know that I am the
LORD . 2222 Because with lies you have made the heart of
the righteous sad, whom I have not made sad, and
strengthened the hands of the wicked that he should
not turn from his wicked way and save his life, 2323 there-
fore you women shall no more see vanity or practice
divinations, and I will deliver My people out of your
hand. Thus you shall know that I am the LORD .

IdolatrIdolatrous Elders Condemnedous Elders Condemned

Then some of the elders of Israel came to me
and sat before me. 22 The word of the LORD

came to me, saying: 33 Son of man, these men have set
up their idols in their heart and put the stumbling
block of their iniquity before their face. Should I be in-
quired of by them at all? 44 Therefore speak to them
and say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD : Every man
of the house of Israel who sets up his idols in his
heart, and puts the stumbling block of his iniquity be-
fore his face, and comes to the prophet, I the LORD
will answer him who comes according to the multitude
of his idols, 55 in order to seize the heart of the house of
Israel who are estranged from Me through all their
idols.

66 Therefore say to the house of Israel, Thus says the
Lord GOD : Repent and turn away from your idols and
turn away your faces from all your abominations.

77 For every one of the house of Israel or of the
stranger who sojourns in Israel who separates himself
from Me, and sets up his idols in his heart, and puts
the stumbling block of his iniquity before his face, and
comes to the prophet to inquire of Me for himself, I
the LORD will answer him by Myself. 88 And I will set My
face against that man and will make him a sign and a
proverb, and I will cut him off from the midst of My
people. And you shall know that I am the LORD .

99 And if the prophet is deceived when he has spoken
a word, I the LORD have deceived that prophet, and I
will stretch out My hand against him and will destroy
him from the midst of My people Israel. 1010 They shall
bear the punishment ofthe punishment of their iniquity. The punishment
of the prophet shall be even as the punishment of him
who seeks him 1111 in order that the house of Israel may
no more go astray from Me or be polluted anymore
with all their transgressions. Thus they shall be My
people, and I shall be their God, says the Lord GOD .

JerusalemJerusalem’’s Imminent Judgments Imminent Judgment
1212 The word of the LORD came to me again, saying:

1313 Son of man, when the land sins against Me by tres-
passing grievously, then I will stretch out My hand
against it, and break the staff of the bread, and send
famine against it, and cut off man and beast from it.
1414 Even though these three men, Noah, Daniel, and
Job, were in it, they could deliver but their own souls
by their righteousness, says the Lord GOD .

1515 If I cause wild beasts to pass through the land, and
they destroy it so that it becomes desolate, that no
man may pass through because of the beasts,
1616 though these three men were in it, as I live, says the
Lord GOD , they could deliver neither their sons nor
their daughters. They alone would be delivered, but
the land would be desolate.

1717 Or if I bring a sword on that land, and say, “Let the
sword go through the land and cut off man and beast
from it,” 1818 though these three men were in it, as I live,
says the Lord GOD , they would deliver neither their
sons nor their daughters, but they alone would deliver
themselves.

1919 Or ifif I send a pestilence into that land and pour
out My fury on it in blood to cut off from it man and
beast, 2020 though Noah, Daniel, and Job were in it, as I
live, says the Lord GOD , they would deliver neither
their sons nor their daughters. They would deliver on-
ly their own souls by their righteousness.

2121 For thus says the Lord GOD : How much more
when I send My four sore judgments on Jerusalem,
the sword, and the famine, and the wild beasts, and
the pestilence, to cut off man and beast from it. 2222 Yet
a remnant shall be left in it who shall be brought out,
both sons and daughters. They shall come out to you,
and you shall see their way and their deeds. Then you
shall be comforted concerning the disaster that I have
brought against Jerusalem, even concerning all that I
have brought upon it. 2323 Then they shall comfort you
when you see their ways and their deeds. And you
shall know that I have not done without cause all that I
have done in it, says the Lord GOD .

Jerusalem as a Useless VineJerusalem as a Useless Vine

And the word of the LORD came to me, saying:
22 Son of man, how is the wood of the vine tree

better than any wood of a branch which is among the
trees of the forest? 33 Can wood be taken from it to do
any work, or can men take a peg of it to hang any ves-
sel on it? 44 If it has been cast into the fire for fuel and
the fire has devoured both ends of it and the middle of
it is burned, is it useful for any work? 55 When it was
whole, it was not made into anything. How much less
is it useful for any work when the fire has devoured it
and it is burned!

66 Therefore thus says the Lord GOD : As the wood of
the vine tree among the trees of the forest, which I

EZEKIEL 13:20 596 EZEKIEL 15:6



1616

have given to the fire for fuel, so I will give the inhabi-
tants of Jerusalem. 77 I will set My face against them.
Though they go out from one fire, yet the fire shall de-
vour them. Then you shall know that I am the LORD
when I set My face against them. 88 I will make the land
desolate, because they have committed a trespass,
says the Lord GOD .

Jerusalem as an AdulterJerusalem as an Adulterous Brideous Bride

Again the word of the LORD came to me, say-
ing: 22 Son of man, cause Jerusalem to know her

abominations, 33 and say, Thus says the Lord GOD to
Jerusalem: Your birth and your nativity are from the
land of Canaan. Your father was an Amorite, and your
mother a Hittite. 44 As for your birth, on the day you
were born your navel cord was not cut, nor were you
washed in water to cleanse you. You were not rubbed
with salt, nor wrapped in swaddling cloths. 55 No eye
pitied you to do any of these to you, to have compas-
sion on you. But you were cast out in the open field, to
the loathing of your person, in the day that you were
born.

66 When I passed by you and saw you polluted in your
own blood, I said to you when you were in your blood,
“Live!” Indeed, I said to you when you were in your
blood, “Live!” 77 I have caused you to multiply as the
bud of the field, and you have increased and become
tall, and you have reached the age of fine ornaments.
Your breasts were fashioned and your hair had grown,
yet you were naked and bare.

88 Now when I passed by you and looked upon you,
you were old enough for love. So I spread My garment
over you and covered your nakedness. Indeed, I swore
to you, and entered into a covenant with you, says the
Lord GOD , and you became Mine.

99 Then I washed you with water. Indeed, I thoroughly
washed away your blood from you, and I anointed you
with oil. 1010 I clothed you also with embroidered work,
and put sandals of porpoise skin on your feet, and
girded you about with fine linen, and covered you with
silk. 1111 I decked you also with ornaments, and put
bracelets on your hands, and a chain on your neck. 1212 I
put a jewel on your forehead, and earrings in your
ears, and a beautiful crown on your head. 1313 Thus you
were decked with gold and silver. And your raiment
was of fine linen, and silk, and embroidered work. You
ate fine flour, and honey, and oil. And you were ex-
ceedingly beautiful and advanced to royalty. 1414 Then
your renown went out among the nations for your
beauty. For it was perfect through My comeliness
which I had put upon you, says the Lord GOD .

1515 But you trusted in your own beauty, and played
the harlot because of your renown, and poured out
your fornications on every willing passerby. 1616 Of your
garments you took and decked your high places with
various colors and played the harlot on them, which
should never come about or happen. 1717 You have also
taken your fair jewels made of My gold and My silver,

which I had given you, and made for yourself images
of men that you might commit harlotry with them.
1818 Then you took your embroidered garments and cov-
ered them. And you have set My oil and My incense
before them. 1919 My bread also which I gave you, fine
flour, and oil, and honey, with which I fed you, you
have even set before them for a sweet savor. And thus
it was, says the Lord GOD .

2020 Moreover you have taken your sons and your
daughters, whom you have borne to Me, and these
you have sacrificed to them to be devoured. Were your
harlotries so small a matter? 2121 You have slain My chil-
dren and delivered them up to idols by causing them
to pass through the fire. 2222 Besides all your abomina-
tions and your harlotries you have not remembered
the days of your youth when you were naked and bare
and were polluted in your blood.

2323 After all your wickedness (Woe, woe to you! says
the Lord GOD ) 2424 you also built for yourself a shrine
and have made yourself a high place in every street.
2525 You have built yourself a high place at the head of
every street, and have made your beauty to be ab-
horred, and have spread your legs to every passerby
to multiply your harlotries. 2626 You have also committed
fornication with the Egyptians, your lustful neighbors,
and increased your harlotries to provoke Me to anger.
2727 Therefore I have stretched out My hand against you
and have diminished your ordinary food and delivered
you to the will of those who hate you, the daughters of
the Philistines who are ashamed of your lewd conduct.
2828 You have played the harlot also with the Assyrians
because you were insatiable. Indeed, you have played
the harlot with them, and yet could not be satisfied.
2929 You have moreover multiplied your fornication with
the land of merchants, Chaldea. And yet you were not
satisfied even with this.

3030 How weak is your heart, says the Lord GOD , see-
ing you do all these things, the works of an imperious
harlot. 3131 When you built your shrine at the head of
every street and made your high place in every
square, you have not been as a harlot in that you
scorned payment.

3232 You have been as a wife who commits adultery,
who takes strangers instead of her husband! 3333 Men
give gifts to all harlots. But you give your gifts to all
your lovers, and hire them that they may come to you
on every side for your harlotry. 3434 Thus you are differ-
ent from other women in your harlotries in that no
one follows you to commit harlotries, because you
give money, and no money is given to you. Thus you
are different.

3535 Therefore, O harlot, hear the word of the LORD .
3636 Thus says the Lord GOD , Because your filthiness
was poured out and your nakedness discovered
through your harlotries with your lovers, and with all
the idols of your abominations, and by the blood of
your children, which you gave to idols, 3737 therefore I
will gather all your lovers with whom you have taken
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pleasure and all those whom you have loved with all
those whom you have hated. I will even gather them
from all around against you and will reveal your
nakedness to them so that they may see all your
nakedness. 3838 I will judge you as women who commit
adultery or shed blood are judged. And I will bring on
you the blood of fury and jealousy. 3939 I will also give
you into their hand, and they shall throw down your
shrines, and shall break down your high places. They
shall strip you also of your clothes, and shall take your
fair jewels, and leave you naked and bare. 4040 They shall
also bring up a company against you, and they shall
stone you with stones, and thrust you through with
their swords. 4141 They shall burn your houses with fire
and execute judgments on you in the sight of many
women. And I will cause you to cease from playing the
harlot, and you also shall give no hire anymore. 4242 So I
will make My fury toward you to rest, and My jealousy
shall depart from you, and I will be quiet, and will be
angry no more.

4343 Because you have not remembered the days of
your youth, but have enraged Me in all these things, I
also will recompense your way upon your head, says
the Lord GOD , so that you shall not commit this lewd-
ness above all your other abominations.

4444 Everyone who uses proverbs shall use this proverb
against you, saying, “Like mother, like daughter.”
4545 You are your mother’s daughter who loathed her
husband and her children. And you are the sister of
your sisters who loathed their husbands and their chil-
dren. Your mother was a Hittite, and your father an
Amorite. 4646 Now your elder sister is Samaria, she and
her daughters who dwell north of you. And your
younger sister who dwells south of you is Sodom and
her daughters. 4747 Yet you have not walked after their
ways, or done according to their abominations. But, as
if that were a very little thing, you were corrupted
more than they in all your ways. 4848 As I live, says the
Lord GOD , Sodom your sister has not done, she nor
her daughters, as you and your daughters have done.

4949 This was the iniquity of your sister Sodom. Pride,
abundance of bread, and careless ease was in her and
in her daughters, but she did strengthen the hand of
the poor and needy. 5050 They were haughty and com-
mitted abominations before Me. Therefore I took
them away when I saw it. 5151 Moreover, Samaria did not
commit half of your sins. But you have multiplied your
abominations more than they and have made your sis-
ters appear righteous in all your abominations which
you have done. 5252 Also bear your own shame in that
you have made judgment favorable to your sisters. Be-
cause of your sins that you have committed more
abominable than they, they are more righteous than
you. Indeed, be humiliated also and bear your shame
in that you have made your sisters appear righteous.

5353 Yet I shall restore their captivity, the captivity of
Sodom and her daughters, and the captivity of
Samaria and her daughters, and along with them your

own captivity, 5454 in order that you may bear your own
shame and may be humiliated in all that you have
done in that you are a comfort to them. 5555 Your sisters,
Sodom and her daughters and Samaria and her
daughters, shall return to their former state, and you
and your daughters shall return to your former state.
5656 As the name of your sister Sodom was not men-
tioned by your mouth in the day of your pride, 5757 be-
fore your wickedness was uncovered, so now you have
become the reproach of the daughters of Edom and
all who are around her, the daughters of the
Philistines, those all around who despise you. 5858 You
have borne the punishment ofthe punishment of your lewdness and
your abominations, says the LORD .

An Everlasting CoAn Everlasting Covenantvenant
5959 For thus, says the Lord GOD , I will even deal with

you as you have done, you who have despised the
oath by breaking the covenant.

6060 Nevertheless I will remember My covenant with
you in the days of your youth, and I will establish an
everlasting covenant with you. 6161 Then you shall re-
member your ways and be ashamed when you receive
your sisters, your elder and your younger. And I will
give them to you as daughters, but not because of
your covenant. 6262 Thus I will establish My covenant
with you, and you shall know that I am the LORD , 6363 in
order that you may remember, and be humiliated, and
never open your mouth anymore because of your
shame, when I am pacified toward you for all that you
have done, says the Lord GOD .

TTwo Eagles and a Vinewo Eagles and a Vine

And the word of the LORD came to me, saying:
22 Son of man, put forth a riddle, and speak a

parable to the house of Israel, 33 and say, Thus says the
Lord GOD : A great eagle with great wings, long-
winged, full of feathers which had various colors,
came to Lebanon and took away the highest branch of
the cedar. 44 He cropped off the top of its young twigs
and carried it into a land of merchants. He set it in a
city of dealers.

55 He took also some of the seed of the land and
planted it in a fruitful field. He placed it by great wa-
ters and set it as a willow tree. 66 It grew and became a
spreading vine of low stature, whose branches turned
toward him, and its roots were under it. So it became a
vine, and brought forth branches, and shot forth
sprigs.

77 There was also another great eagle with great
wings and many feathers. And this vine bent its roots
toward him and shot forth its branches toward him,
that he might water it by the bed where it was plant-
ed. 88 It was planted in a good soil by many waters, that
it might bring forth branches, and that it might bear
fruit, that it might be a splendid vine.
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99 Say: Thus says the Lord GOD : Will it thrive? Will he
not pull up its roots and cut off its fruit, so that it with-
ers, so that all its spring leaves wither? It will not take
a great power or many people to pull it from its roots.
1010 Though it has been planted, will it prosper? Shall it
not utterly wither when the east wind hits it? It shall
wither in the furrows where it grew.

1111 Moreover the word of the LORD came to me, say-
ing: 1212 Say now to the rebellious house: Do you not
know what these things meanmean ? Tell them: The king of
Babylon came to Jerusalem, and took its king and its
officials, and led them to him in Babylon. 1313 He took
one of the king’s seed, and made a covenant with him,
and put him under oath. He has also taken away the
mighty of the land, 1414 that the kingdom might be de-
based, that it might not lift itself up, but by the keep-
ing of his covenant it might stand. 1515 But he rebelled
against him in sending his ambassadors into Egypt,
that they might give him horses and much people.
Shall he prosper? Shall he escape who does such
things? Can he indeed break the covenant and be de-
livered?

1616 As I live, says the Lord GOD , surely in the country
of the king who made him king, whose oath he de-
spised and whose covenant he broke, in the midst of
Babylon he shall die. 1717 Nor shall Pharaoh with his
mighty army and great company help him in the war
by casting up mounts and building forts to cut off
many persons. 1818 Seeing he despised the oath by
breaking the covenant, when he had given his alle-
giance and has done all these things, he shall not es-
cape.

1919 Therefore thus says the Lord GOD : As I live, surely
My oath that he has despised and My covenant that he
has broken, I will inflict upon his own head. 2020 I will
spread My net upon him, and he shall be taken in My
snare, and I will bring him to Babylon and will enter in-
to judgment with him there for his trespass that he
has trespassed against Me. 2121 All the choice men in all
his troops shall fall by the sword, and those who re-
main shall be scattered toward all winds. And you shall
know that I the LORD have spoken it.

2222 Thus says the Lord GOD : I will also take of the
highest branch of the high cedar and set it aside. I will
crop off from the top of its young twigs a tender one
and will plant it on a high and lofty mountain. 2323 On
the mountain of the height of Israel I will plant it. And
it shall bring forth boughs, and bear fruit, and be a
splendid cedar. And under it all fowl of every wing
shall nest. In the shadow of its branches they shall
nest. 2424 All the trees of the field shall know that I the
LORD have brought down the high tree, have exalted
the low tree, have dried up the green tree, and have
made the dry tree to flourish.

I, the LORD have spoken and will do it.

The Soul Who Sins Will DieThe Soul Who Sins Will Die

The word of the LORD came to me again, say-
ing: 22 What do you mean in using this proverb

concerning the land of Israel, saying:
“The fathers have eaten sour grapes,
and the children’s teeth are set on edge”?

33 As I live, says the Lord GOD , you shall not have oc-
casion anymore to use this proverb in Israel. 44 All souls
are Mine. The soul of the father, so also the soul of the
son is Mine. The soul who sins shall die.

55 But if a man is righteous
and does that which is lawful and right,

66 and has not eaten on the mountains;
nor has he lifted up his eyes to the idols of the

house of Israel,
nor has he defiled his neighbor’s wife,
nor has he approached a woman during her impuri-

ty;
77 and he has not oppressed anyone,
but has restored to the debtor his pledge;

has devastated no one by violence,
has given his bread to the hungry,
and has covered the naked with a garment;

88 if he has not lent at interest,
nor has taken any increase,

but has withdrawn his hand from iniquity,
has executed true justice between man and man;

99 has walked in My statutes,
and has kept My judgments to deal truly,

he is righteous
and shall surely live,
says the Lord GOD .

1010 If he begets a son who is a robber, a shedder of
blood, and who does any of these things to a brother
1111 (though he himself does not do any of these things),
but even has eaten on the mountain shrines
and defiled his neighbor’s wife;
1212 has oppressed the poor and needy,
has devastated by violence,
has not restored the pledge,
and has lifted up his eyes to the idols,
has committed abomination,
1313 has lent at interest, and has taken increase, shall he

then live?
He shall not live. He has done all these abomina-

tions. He shall surely die. His blood shall be upon his
own head.

1414 Now if he begets a son who sees all his father’s
sins which he has done, and considering does not do
likewise:

1515 He has not eaten on the mountain shrines,
nor has he lifted up his eyes to the idols of the

house of Israel,
has not defiled his neighbor’s wife;
1616 nor has he oppressed anyone,
has not withheld a pledge,

nor has he devastated by violence,
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but has given his bread to the hungry,
and has covered the naked with a garment;

1717 he keeps his hand from the poor,
has not received usury nor increase,

has executed My judgments, and has walked in My
statutes.
He shall not die for the iniquity of his father; he shall
surely live. 1818 As for his father, because he cruelly op-
pressed, devastated his brother by violence, and did
that which is not good among his people, he shall die
for his iniquity.

Repent and LiveRepent and Live
1919 Yet you say, “Why should the son not bear the pun-

ishment of the iniquity of the father?” When the son
has done what is lawful and right, and has kept all My
statutes, and has done them, he shall surely live.
2020 The soul who sins shall die. The son shall not bear
the punishment of the iniquity of the father, nor shall
the father bear the punishment of the iniquity of the
son. The righteousness of the righteous shall be upon
himself, and the wickedness of the wicked shall be up-
on himself.

2121 But if the wicked turns from all his sins that he has
committed, and keeps all My statutes, and does that
which is lawful and right, he shall surely live. He shall
not die. 2222 All his transgressions that he has commit-
ted, they shall not be remembered against him. Be-
cause of his righteousness that he has done, he shall
live. 2323 Do I have any pleasure in the death of the
wicked, says the Lord GOD , but rather that he should
turn from his ways and live?

2424 But when a righteous man turns away from his
righteousness, and commits iniquity, and does accord-
ing to all the abominations that the wicked man does,
shall he live? All his righteousness that he has done
shall not be remembered for his trespass that he has
committed and in his sin that he has done. In them he
shall die.

2525 Yet you say, “The way of the Lord is not right.” Hear
now, O house of Israel. Is not My way right? Are not
your ways not right? 2626 When a righteous man turns
away from his righteousness and commits iniquity, he
dies in it. For his iniquity that he has done he shall die.
2727 Again, when the wicked man turns away from his
wickedness that he has committed and does that
which is lawful and right, he shall save his soul. 2828 Be-
cause he considered and turned away from all his
transgressions that he has committed, he shall surely
live. He shall not die. 2929 Yet the house of Israel says,
“The way of the Lord is not right.” O house of Israel,
are not My ways right? Are not your ways not right?

3030 Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, every
one according to his ways, says the Lord GOD . Re-
pent, and turn away from all your transgressions so
that iniquity shall not be your ruin. 3131 Cast away from
you all your transgressions whereby you have trans-
gressed, and make yourselves a new heart and a new

spirit. For why will you die, O house of Israel? 3232 For I
have no pleasure in the death of anyone who dies,
says the Lord GOD . Therefore, repent and live.

A Lament for IsrA Lament for Israel’ael’s Princess Princes

Moreover take up a lamentation for the officials
of Israel, 22 and say:

What was your mother?
A lioness among lions!

She lay down among young lions;
she nourished her whelps.

33 When she brought up one of her whelps,
he became a lion

and learned to catch his prey;
he devoured men.

44 The nations also heard of him;
he was taken in their pit,

and they brought him with chains
to the land of Egypt.

55 Now when she saw as she had waited
that her hope was lost,

then she took another of her whelps
and made him a young lion.

66 He went up and down among the lions;
he became a young lion,

and learned to catch the prey,
and devoured men.

77 He destroyed their fortified palaces,
and he laid waste their cities;

and the land and its fullness
were appalled by the noise of his roaring.

88 Then the nations set against him
on every side from their provinces,

and spread their net over him;
he was taken in their pit.

99 They put him in a cage with hooks
and brought him to the king of Babylon;

they brought him in hunting nets,
so that his voice would be heard no more
on the mountains of Israel.

1010 Your mother was like a vine in your vineyard,
planted by the waters;

it was fruitful and full of branches
by reason of many waters.

1111 It had strong rods
for the scepters of those who rule.

And its stature
was exalted above the clouds,

so it appeared in its height
with the multitude of its branches.

1212 But it was plucked up in fury,
it was cast down to the ground,
and the east wind dried up its fruit.

Its strong rod was broken and it withered;
the fire consumed it.
1313 Now it is planted in the wilderness,
in a dry and thirsty ground.

1414 Fire has gone out from its branch;
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it has devoured its shoots and fruit,
so that there is no strong rod in it,
a scepter to rule.

This is a lamentation, and has become a lamentation.

IsrIsrael’ael’s Continuing Rebellions Continuing Rebellion

In the seventh year, in the fifth monthmonth , on the
tenth day of the month, certain of the elders of

Israel came to inquire of the LORD and sat before me.
22 Then the word of the LORD came to me, saying:

33 Son of man, speak to the elders of Israel, and say to
them: Thus says the Lord GOD : Do you come to in-
quire of Me? As I live, says the Lord GOD , I will not be
inquired of by you.

44 Will you judge them, son of man, will you judge
them? Cause them to know the abominations of their
fathers. 55 And say to them: Thus says the Lord GOD :
On the day when I chose Israel, and lifted up My hand
to the seed of the house of Jacob, and made Myself
known to them in the land of Egypt, when I lifted up
My hand to them, saying, I am the LORD your God,
66 on that day that I lifted up My hand to them to bring
them out of the land of Egypt into a land that I had se-
lected for them, flowing with milk and honey, which is
the glory of all lands, 77 then I said to them: Cast away,
each of you, the abominations of his eyes, and do not
defile yourselves with the idols of Egypt. I am the
LORD your God.

88 But they rebelled against Me and would not listen
to Me. They did not cast away the abominations of
their eyes, nor did they forsake the idols of Egypt.
Then I said I will pour out My fury upon them, to ac-
complish My anger against them in the midst of the
land of Egypt. 99 But I acted for My name’s sake, that it
should not be polluted before the nations among
whom they were, in whose sight I made Myself known
to them in bringing them out of the land of Egypt.
1010 Therefore I caused them to go forth out of the land
of Egypt and brought them into the wilderness. 1111 I
gave them My statutes and showed them My judg-
ments, which if a man does them, he shall live.
1212 Moreover I gave them My Sabbaths to be a sign be-
tween them and Me, that they might know that I am
the LORD who sanctifies them.

1313 But the house of Israel rebelled against Me in the
wilderness. They did not walk in My statutes, and they
despised My judgments, which if a man does them, he
shall live. And My Sabbaths they greatly polluted. Then
I said I would pour out My fury upon them in the
wilderness to consume them. 1414 But I acted for My
name’s sake, that it should not be polluted before the
nations in whose sight I brought them out. 1515 Also I lift-
ed up My hand to them in the wilderness that I would
not bring them into the land which I had given them,
flowing with milk and honey, which is the glory of all
lands, 1616 because they despised My judgments and did
not walk in My statutes, but polluted My Sabbaths. For
their hearts went after their idols. 1717 Nevertheless My

eye spared them from destroying them, nor did I
make an end of them in the wilderness. 1818 But I said to
their children in the wilderness: Do not walk in the
statutes of your fathers, neither observe their judg-
ments, nor defile yourselves with their idols. 1919 I am
the LORD your God: Walk in My statutes, and keep My
judgments, and do them. 2020 And hallow My Sabbaths.
And they shall be a sign between Me and you that you
may know that I am the LORD your God.

2121 Yet the children rebelled against Me. They did not
walk in My statutes, nor did they keep My judgments
to do them, which if a man does them, he shall live.
They polluted My Sabbaths. Then I said I would pour
out My fury upon them to accomplish My anger
against them in the wilderness. 2222 Nevertheless I with-
drew My hand and acted for My name’s sake, that it
should not be polluted in the sight of the nations in
whose sight I brought them out. 2323 I lifted up My hand
to them also in the wilderness, that I would scatter
them among the nations and disperse them through
the countries, 2424 because they had not executed My
judgments, but had despised My statutes and had pol-
luted My Sabbaths, and their eyes were after their fa-
thers’ idols. 2525 Therefore I gave them also statutes that
were not good and judgments by which they could not
live. 2626 And I pronounced them unclean because of
their gifts, in that they caused to pass through the fire
all who opened the womb, that I might make them
desolate in order that they might know that I am the
LORD .

2727 Therefore, son of man, speak to the house of Israel
and say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD : Yet in this
your fathers have blasphemed Me, in that they have
committed a trespass against Me. 2828 When I had
brought them into the land for which I lifted up My
hand to give it to them, then they saw every high hill
and all the leafy trees, and there they offered their
sacrifices, and there they presented the provocation of
their offering. There also they made their sweet savor
and there poured out their drink offerings. 2929 Then I
said to them: What is the high place to which you go?
And the name is called Bamah to this day.

3030 Therefore say to the house of Israel, Thus says the
Lord GOD : Will you pollute yourselves after the man-
ner of your fathers and commit harlotry after their
abominations? 3131 When you offer your gifts, when you
make your sons to pass through the fire, you pollute
yourselves with all your idols, even to this day. And
shall I be inquired of by you, O house of Israel? As I
live, says the Lord GOD , I will not be inquired of by
you.

3232 That which comes into your mind shall not come
about when you say, “We will be as the nations, as the
families of the countries, to serve wood and stone.”

God Will RestorGod Will Restore Isre Israelael
3333 As I live, says the Lord GOD , surely with a mighty

hand and with a stretched-out arm and with fury
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poured out, I will rule over you. 3434 And I will bring you
out from the peoples and will gather you out of the
countries in which you are scattered with a mighty
hand and with a stretched-out arm and with fury
poured out. 3535 I will bring you into the wilderness of
the peoples, and there I will enter into judgment with
you face to face. 3636 As I entered into judgment with
your fathers in the wilderness of the land of Egypt, so I
will enter into judgment with you, says the Lord GOD .
3737 I will cause you to pass under the rod, and I will
bring you into the bond of the covenant. 3838 And I will
purge from among you the rebels and those who
transgress against Me. I will bring them out of the
country where they sojourn, and they shall not enter
into the land of Israel. And you shall know that I am
the LORD .

3939 As for you, O house of Israel, thus says the Lord
GOD : Go serve every one of you his idols, but later
you shall surely listen to Me. But do not pollute My
holy name anymore with your gifts and with your
idols. 4040 For on My holy mountain, on the mountain of
the height of Israel, says the Lord GOD , there all the
house of Israel, all of them, shall serve Me in the land.
There I will accept them, and there I will seek your of-
ferings and the first fruits of your gifts with all your
holy things. 4141 I will accept you with your sweet savor
when I bring you out from the peoples and gather you
out of the countries in which you have been scattered.
And I will be sanctified among you before the nations.
4242 You shall know that I am the LORD when I bring you
into the land of Israel, into the country for which I lift-
ed up My hand to give it to your fathers. 4343 There you
shall remember your ways and all your deeds in which
you have been defiled. And you shall loathe yourselves
in your own sight for all your evils that you have com-
mitted. 4444 You shall know that I am the LORD when I
have dealt with you for My name’s sake, not according
to your wicked ways, or according to your corrupt
deeds, O house of Israel, says the Lord GOD .

A PrA Prophecy Against the Negeophecy Against the Negevv
4545 Moreover the word of the LORD came to me, say-

ing: 4646 Son of man, set your face toward the south,
preach against the south, and prophesy against the
forest land in the Negev. 4747 And say to the forest of the
Negev, Hear the word of the LORD . Thus says the Lord
GOD : I will kindle a fire in you, and it shall devour
every green tree in you and every dry tree. The flam-
ing flame shall not be quenched, and all faces from
the south to the north shall be burned in it. 4848 All flesh
shall see that I the LORD have kindled it. It shall not be
quenched.

4949 Then I said, “Ah, Lord GOD ! They say of me, ‘Does
he not speak parables?’”

BabBabylon, the Sworylon, the Sword of thed of the LLORDORD

And the word of the LORD came to me, saying:
22 Son of man, set your face toward Jerusalem,

and speak against the holy places, and prophesy
against the land of Israel, 33 and say to the land of Is-
rael, Thus says the LORD : I am against you, and will
draw My sword from its sheath, and will cut off from
you the righteous and the wicked. 44 Seeing then that I
will cut off from you the righteous and the wicked,
therefore My sword shall be drawn from its sheath
against all flesh from the south to the north, 55 that all
flesh shall know that I the LORD have drawn forth My
sword from its sheath. It shall not return anymore.

66 As for you, son of man, groan with breaking heart
and bitter grief, groan before their eyes. 77 It shall be
when they say to you, “Why do you groan?” that you
shall answer, “Because of the news that is coming. And
every heart shall melt, and all hands shall be feeble,
and every spirit shall faint, and all knees shall be weak
as water. It comes and shall be brought to pass,” says
the Lord GOD .

88 Again the word of the LORD came to me, saying:
99 Son of man, prophesy and say, Thus says the LORD !
Say:
A sword, a sword is sharpened
and also furbished!

1010 It is sharpened to make a slaughter;
it is furbished so that it may glitter like lightning.
Should we then make cheer, the rod of My son de-

spising every tree?
1111 He has given it to be furbished,
that it may be handled;

the sword is sharpened,
and it is furbished to give it into the hand of the

slayer.
1212 Cry out and howl, son of man;
for it shall be against My people,
it shall be against all the officials of Israel.

Terrors by reason of the sword
shall be upon My people;

therefore strike your thigh.
1313 Because it is a trial, and what if even the rod which

despises shall be no more? says the Lord GOD .
1414 You therefore, son of man, prophesy
and clap your hands together.

And let the sword be doubled
the third time,

the sword of the slain.
It is the sword of the great one slain,
which surrounds them.

1515 That their hearts may faint,
and many fall at all their gates,
I have given the glittering sword.

Ah! It is made for strikingfor striking like lightning;
it is wrapped up for the slaughter.

1616 Show yourself sharp, go to the right hand.
Set yourself. Go to the left hand,
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wherever your edge is set.
1717 I will also clap My hands together,
and I will cause My fury to rest;

I the LORD have spoken.
1818 The word of the LORD came to me again, saying:

1919 As for you, son of man, appoint two ways for the
sword of the king of Babylon to come. Both of them
shall come out of one land. And make a signpost.
Make it at the head of the way to the city. 2020 Appoint a
way for the sword to come to Rabbah of the sons of
Ammon and to Judah in Jerusalem the fortified. 2121 For
the king of Babylon stands at the parting of the way,
at the head of the two ways, to use divination: He
shakes the arrows, he consults the images, he looks in
the liver. 2222 At his right hand was the divination for
Jerusalem: to appoint battering rams, to open the
mouth for the slaughter, to lift up the voice with a bat-
tle shout, to appoint battering rams against the gates,
to cast up a ramp, and to build a siege tower. 2323 It shall
be to them as a false divination in their sight, to those
who have sworn oaths. But he will call to remem-
brance the iniquity, that they may be seized.

2424 Therefore thus says the Lord GOD : Because you
have made your iniquity to be remembered, in that
your transgressions are uncovered, so that in all your
deeds your sins do appear, because, I say, that you
have come to remembrance, you shall be seized with
the hand.

2525 You, profane wicked prince of Israel, whose day
has come in the time of the punishment of the end,
2626 thus says the Lord GOD : Remove the diadem and
take off the crown. This shall not be the same any-
more. Exalt what is low, and abase what is high. 2727 A
ruin, a ruin, a ruin I shall make it. And it shall be no
more until He comes whose right it is, and I shall give
it to Him.

A SworA Sword Against the Ammonitesd Against the Ammonites
2828 You, son of man, prophesy and say: Thus says the

Lord GOD concerning the sons of Ammon and con-
cerning their reproach, and say,
The sword, the sword is drawn,
furbished for the slaughter,

to cause it to consume
that it may be like lightning,

2929 while they see vanity for you,
while they divine a lie to you

to bring you upon the necks
of the wicked who are slain,

whose day has come
in the time of the punishment of the end.

3030 Return it to its sheath.
I will judge you

in the place where you were created,
in the land of your nativity.

3131 I will pour out My indignation upon you;
I will blow against you in the fire of My wrath,

and deliver you into the hand of cruel men,

skilled in destruction.
3232 You shall be fuel to the fire;
your blood shall be in the midst of the land.

You shall be no more remembered,
for I the LORD have spoken.

The Sins of JerusalemThe Sins of Jerusalem

Moreover the word of the LORD came to me,
saying: 22 Now you, son of man, will you judge,

will you judge the bloody city? Indeed, you shall show
her all her abominations. 33 Then say, Thus says the
Lord GOD : The city sheds blood in her midst, that her
time may come, and makes idols against herself to de-
file herself. 44 You have become guilty in your blood
that you have shed and have defiled yourself with
your idols which you have made. And you have caused
your day to draw near and have come to your years.
Therefore I have made you a reproach to the nations
and a mocking to all countries. 55 Those who are near
and those who are far from you shall mock you, you of
infamy and much turmoil.

66 The princes of Israel in you, every one according to
his power, have been bent on shedding blood. 77 In you
they have treated father and mother lightly. In your
midst they have dealt with the stranger by oppression.
In you they have vexed the fatherless and the widow.
88 You have despised My holy things and have profaned
My Sabbaths. 99 In you are men who carry slanders to
shed blood. And in you they eat at the mountain
shrinesshrines . In your midst they commit lewdness. 1010 In you
they have uncovered their fathers’ nakedness. In you
they have humbled her who was unclean in her men-
strual impurity. 1111 One has committed abomination
with his neighbor’s wife, and another has lewdly de-
filed his daughter-in-law. And another in you has hum-
bled his sister, his father’s daughter. 1212 In you they
have taken bribes to shed blood. You have taken usury
and increase, and you have injured your neighbors for
gain by extortion, and you have forgotten Me, says the
Lord GOD .

1313 Therefore I have struck My hand toward your dis-
honest gain which you have made, and toward your
blood which has been in your midst. 1414 Can your heart
endure, or can your hands be strong in the days that I
shall deal with you? I the LORD have spoken and will
do it. 1515 I will scatter you among the nations and dis-
perse you in the countries and consume your filthi-
ness out of you. 1616 You shall profane yourself in the
sight of the nations, and you shall know that I am the
LORD .

Jerusalem as God’Jerusalem as God’s Furnaces Furnace
1717 The word of the LORD came to me, saying: 1818 Son

of man, the house of Israel has become dross to Me.
All of them are bronze and tin and iron and lead in the
midst of the furnace. They are the dross of silver.
1919 Therefore thus says the Lord GOD : Because you all

EZEKIEL 21:17 603 EZEKIEL 22:19



2323

have become dross, therefore, I will gather you into
the midst of Jerusalem. 2020 As they gather silver and
bronze and iron and lead and tin into the midst of a
furnace to blow fire on it to melt it, so I will gather you
in My anger and in My fury, and I will lay you there
and melt you. 2121 Indeed, I will gather you and blow up-
on you in the fire of My wrath, and you shall be melted
in the midst of it. 2222 As silver is melted in the midst of a
furnace, so you shall be melted in the midst of it. And
you shall know that I the LORD have poured out My
fury upon you.

Indictment of Sinful LeadersIndictment of Sinful Leaders
2323 The word of the LORD came to me, saying: 2424 Son

of man, say to her: You are the land that is not
cleansed nor rained upon in the day of indignation.
2525 There is a conspiracy of her prophets in her midst
like a roaring lion ravening the prey. They have de-
voured souls. They have taken the treasure and pre-
cious things. They have made many widows in her
midst. 2626 Her priests have violated My law and have
profaned My holy things. They have made no distinc-
tion between the holy and profane, nor have they
shown the difference between the unclean and the
clean, and they have hidden their eyes from My Sab-
baths, and I am profaned among them. 2727 Her officials
in her midst are like wolves ravening the prey by shed-
ding blood and destroying lives in order to obtain dis-
honest gain. 2828 Her prophets have daubed them with
whitewash, seeing vanity and divining lies for them,
saying, “Thus says the Lord GOD ,” when the LORD has
not spoken. 2929 The people of the land have used op-
pression and exercised robbery and have vexed the
poor and needy and have oppressed the sojourner
wrongfully.

3030 I sought for a man among them who would build
up the hedge and stand in the gap before Me for the
land so that I would not destroy it, but I found no one.
3131 Therefore I have poured out My indignation on
them. I have consumed them with the fire of My
wrath. Their own way I have recompensed on their
heads, says the Lord GOD .

The Sins of Oholah and OholibahThe Sins of Oholah and Oholibah

The word of the LORD came again to me, say-
ing: 22 Son of man, there were two women, the

daughters of one mother. 33 And they committed har-
lotries in Egypt. They committed harlotries in their
youth. There their breasts were pressed, and there
their virgin bosom was handled. 44 Their names were
Oholah the elder and Oholibah her sister. And they
were mine, and they bore sons and daughters. As for
their names, Samaria is Oholah, and Jerusalem is
Oholibah.

SamariaSamaria
55 Oholah played the harlot when she was Mine. And

she lusted after her lovers, on the Assyrians her neigh-
bors, 66 who were clothed in purple, captains and
rulers, all of them desirable young men, horsemen rid-
ing on horses. 77 Thus she committed her harlotries
with them, with all those who were the chosen men of
Assyria, and with all on whom she doted, with all their
idols she defiled herself. 88 She did not forsake her har-
lotries from the time in Egypt. For in her youth they lay
with her, and they handled her virgin bosom and
poured their harlotry upon her.

99 Therefore I have delivered her into the hand of her
lovers, into the hand of the Assyrians after whom she
doted. 1010 They uncovered her nakedness. They took
her sons and her daughters and killed her with the
sword. And she became a byword among women, for
they had executed judgments on her.

JerusalemJerusalem
1111 Now her sister Oholibah saw this, but she was

more corrupt in her inordinate love than she, and in
her harlotries more than her sister in her harlotries.
1212 She lusted after the Assyrians her neighbors, cap-
tains and rulers clothed most gorgeously, horsemen
riding on horses, all of them desirable young men.
1313 Then I saw that she was defiled, that they both took
the same way.

1414 So she increased her harlotries. And she saw men
portrayed on the wall, the images of the Chaldeans
portrayed with vermilion, 1515 girded with belts on their
loins, exceeding in dyed attire on their heads, all of
them looking like officials, after the manner of the
Babylonians of Chaldea, the land of their nativity.
1616 And as soon as she saw them with her eyes, she
lusted after them and sent messengers to them into
Chaldea. 1717 The Babylonians came to her into the bed
of love, and they defiled her with their harlotry, and
she was polluted with them, and her soul became dis-
gusted with them. 1818 So she uncovered her harlotries
and uncovered her nakedness. Then My soul became
disgusted with her, as My soul became disgusted with
her sister. 1919 Yet she multiplied her harlotries while re-
membering the days of her youth in which she had
played the harlot in the land of Egypt. 2020 For she lusted
after their paramours, whose flesh is as the flesh of
donkeys and whose issue is like the issue of horses.
2121 Thus you longed for the lewdness of your youth
when the Egyptians handled your bosom because of
the breasts of your youth.

Judgment on JerusalemJudgment on Jerusalem
2222 Therefore, O Oholibah, thus says the Lord GOD : I

will raise up your lovers against you, from whom you
were alienated, and I will bring them against you on
every side: 2323 the Babylonians and all the Chaldeans,
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Pekod and Shoa and Koa, and all the Assyrians with
them. All of them are desirable young men, captains
and rulers, officers and men of renown, all of them
riding on horses. 2424 They shall come against you with
weapons, chariots and wagons, and with an assembly
of peoples. They shall set themselves against you on
every side with buckler and shield and helmet. And I
will set the judgment before them, and they shall
judge you according to their customs. 2525 I will set My
jealousy against you, so that they deal furiously with
you. They shall take away your nose and your ears.
And your remnant shall fall by the sword. They shall
take your sons and your daughters. And your remnant
shall be devoured by the fire. 2626 They shall also strip
you of your clothes and take away your fair jewels.
2727 Thus I will make your lewdness and your harlotry
brbroughtought from the land of Egypt to cease from you so
that you shall not lift up your eyes to them or remem-
ber Egypt anymore.

2828 For thus says the Lord GOD : I will deliver you into
the hand of those whom you hate, into the hand of
those from whom you were alienated. 2929 And they shall
deal with you hatefully, and shall take away all your la-
bor, and shall leave you naked and bare. And the
nakedness of your harlotries shall be uncovered, both
your lewdness and your harlotries. 3030 I will do these
things to you because you have gone whoring after
the nations, because you have polluted yourself with
their idols. 3131 You have walked in the way of your sister.
Therefore I will give her cup into your hand.

3232 Thus says the Lord GOD :
You shall drink of your sister’s cup,
which is deep and wide;

you shall be laughed to scorn and held in derision;
it contains much.

3333 You shall be filled with drunkenness and sorrow,
the cup of horror and desolation,
the cup of your sister Samaria.

3434 You shall drink it and drain it,
then you shall gnaw at its fragments
and tear off your own breasts;

for I have spoken, says the Lord GOD .
3535 Therefore thus says the Lord GOD : Because you

have forgotten Me and cast Me behind your back, now
bear the punishment ofthe punishment of your lewdness and your har-
lotries.

Judgment on the SistersJudgment on the Sisters
3636 The LORD moreover said to me: Son of man, will

you judge Oholah and Oholibah? Then declare to
them their abominations. 3737 For they have committed
adultery, and blood is in their hands. Thus with their
idols they have committed adultery and have also
caused their sons whom they bore to Me to pass
through the firthe firee for them as food. 3838 Moreover they
have done this to Me: They have defiled My sanctuary
in the same day and have profaned My Sabbaths.
3939 For when they had slain their children to their idols,

then they came the same day into My sanctuary to
profane it. And thus they have done in the midst of My
house.

4040 Furthermore, they have even sent for men to come
from afar, to whom a messenger was sent; and they
came. For them you washed yourself, painted your
eyes, and decked yourself with ornaments. 4141 And you
sat on a stately couch with a table prepared before it
on which you had set My incense and My oil.

4242 A sound of a multitude men of the common sort.
And they put bracelets on the hands of the women
and beautiful at ease was with her, and drunkards
were brought from the wilderness with crowns on
their heads. 4343 Then I said to her who was worn out by
adulteries, “Will they now commit harlotries with her
when she is so?” 4444 Yet they went in to her as they go in
to a woman who plays the harlot. So they went in to
Oholah and to Oholibah, the lewd women. 4545 But right-
eous men shall judge them after the manner of adul-
teresses, and after the manner of women who shed
blood, because they are adulteresses, and blood is on
their hands.

4646 For thus says the Lord GOD : Bring up a company
against them and give them over to terror and devas-
tation. 4747 The company shall stone them with stones
and cut them down with their swords. They shall slay
their sons and their daughters, and burn up their
houses with fire.

4848 Thus I will cause lewdness to cease from the land,
that all women may be warned and not commit lewd-
ness as you have done. 4949 Your lewdness shall be rec-
ompensed upon you, and you shall bear the punish-the punish-
ment of worshippingment of worshipping your idols. Then you shall know
that I am the Lord GOD .

The Siege of JerusalemThe Siege of Jerusalem

And in the ninth year, in the tenth month, on
the tenth day of the month, the word of the

LORD came to me, saying: 22 Son of man, write the
name of the day, this same day. The king of Babylon
has laid siege to Jerusalem this same day. 33 Utter a
parable to the rebellious house and say to them, Thus
says the Lord GOD :
Put on the pot, put it on,
and also pour water into it.

44 Gather the pieces into it,
even every good piece, the thigh and the shoulder.

Fill it with the choice bones;
55 take the choicest of the flock,

and also pile the bones under it;
make it boil well,
also seethe its bones in it.

66 Therefore thus says the Lord GOD :
Woe to the bloody city,
to the pot whose rust is in it,
and whose rust has not gone out of it!

Take out of it piece by piece
without choosing.
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77 For her blood is in her midst;
she set it on the bare rock;

she did not pour it on the ground
to cover it with dust.

88 That it may cause fury to come up to take
vengeance,

I have set her blood on the bare rock,
that it may not be covered.

99 Therefore thus says the Lord GOD :
Woe to the bloody city!
I will also make the pile great.

1010 Heap on wood,
kindle the fire;

boil the flesh,
and spice it well,
and let the bones be burned.

1111 Then set it empty on its coals,
so that it may be hot and its bronze may glow,

and its filthiness may be melted in it,
and its rust may be consumed.

1212 She has wearied Me with toil,
and her great rust has not gone from her.
Let her rust be in the fire.

1313 In your filthiness is lewdness. Because I wouldwould
have purged you, yet you are not purged, you shall
not be purged from your filthiness anymore until I
have caused My fury to rest on you.

1414 I the LORD have spoken. It shall come to pass and
I will act. I will not go back, nor will I spare, nor will I
be sorry. According to your ways and according to
your deeds, I shall judge you, says the Lord GOD .

The Death of Ezekiel’The Death of Ezekiel’s Wifes Wife
1515 Also the word of the LORD came to me, saying:

1616 Son of man, I am about to take away from you the
desire of your eyes with a stroke. Yet you shall not
mourn or weep, nor shall your tears run down.
1717 Groan silently. Make no mourning for the dead. Bind
on your turban and put your shoes on your feet and
do not cover your mustache and do not eat the bread
of men.

1818 So I spoke to the people in the morning, and in the
evening my wife died. And in the morning I did as I
was commanded.

1919 And the people said to me, “Will you not tell us
what these things mean for us, that you are behaving
this way?”

2020 Then I answered them: The word of the LORD
came to me, saying: 2121 Speak to the house of Israel,
Thus says the Lord GOD : I will profane My sanctuary,
the pride of your strength, the desire of your eyes and
the delight of your soul. And your sons and your
daughters whom you have left behind shall fall by the
sword. 2222 You shall do as I have done. You shall not
cover your mustache, nor will you eat the bread of
men. 2323 Your turbans shall be on your heads, and your
shoes on your feet. You shall not mourn or weep. But
you shall pine away for your iniquities and groan to-

ward one another. 2424 Thus Ezekiel is a sign to you. Ac-
cording to all that he has done you shall do. And when
it comes about, then you shall know that I am the Lord
GOD .

2525 As for you, son of man, shall it not be on the day
when I take from them their strength, the joy of their
glory, the desire of their eyes, and that on which they
set their minds, their sons and their daughters, 2626 that
on that day he who escapes shall come to you to
cause you to hear it with your ears? 2727 On that day
your mouth shall be opened to him who escaped, and
you shall speak and be mute no more. Thus you shall
be a sign to them. And they shall know that I am the
LORD .

A PrA Prophecy Against Ammonophecy Against Ammon

The word of the LORD came again to me, say-
ing: 22 Son of man, set your face against the sons

of Ammon and prophesy against them, 33 and say to
the sons of Ammon, Hear the word of the Lord GOD .
Thus says the Lord GOD : Because you said, “Aha!”
against My sanctuary when it was profaned, and
against the land of Israel when it was made desolate,
and against the house of Judah when they went into
captivity, 44 therefore, I will deliver you to the men of
the East for a possession, and they shall set their
camps among you and make their dwellings among
you. They shall eat your fruit and drink your milk. 55 I
will make Rabbah a meadow for camels, and the sons
of Ammon a couching place for flocks. Thus you shall
know that I am the LORD . 66 For thus says the Lord
GOD : Because you have clapped your hands and
stamped your feet and rejoiced in heart with all your
spite against the land of Israel, 77 therefore, I will
stretch out My hand against you and deliver you for
destruction to the nations. And I will cut you off from
the peoples and cause you to perish from the coun-
tries. I will destroy you. Then you shall know that I am
the LORD .

A PrA Prophecy Against Moabophecy Against Moab
88 Thus says the Lord GOD : Because Moab and Seir

say, Look, the house of Judah is like all the nations,
99 therefore, I will deprive the side of Moab of its cities,
of its cities which are on its frontiers, the glory of the
country, Beth Jeshimoth, Baal Meon, and Kiriathaim,
1010 and I will give it for a possession with the Am-
monites to the men of the East, so that the sons of
Ammon may not be remembered among the nations.
1111 I will execute judgments on Moab. And they shall
know that I am the LORD .

A PrA Prophecy Against Edomophecy Against Edom
1212 Thus says the Lord GOD : Because Edom has acted

against the house of Judah by taking vengeance and
has greatly offended and revenged themselves upon
them, 1313 therefore thus says the Lord GOD : I will also
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stretch out My hand against Edom and cut off man
and beast from it. And I will make it desolate. From Te-
man even to Dedan they shall fall by the sword. 1414 I will
lay My vengeance upon Edom by the hand of My peo-
ple Israel. And they shall do in Edom according to My
anger and according to My fury. And they shall know
My vengeance, says the Lord GOD .

A PrA Prophecy Against Philistiaophecy Against Philistia
1515 Thus says the Lord GOD : Because the Philistines

have dealt by revenge and have taken vengeance with
a spiteful heart to destroy with everlasting hatred,
1616 therefore thus says the Lord GOD : I will stretch out
My hand against the Philistines and will cut off the
Kerethites and destroy the remnant of the seacoast.
1717 I will execute great vengeance upon them with furi-
ous rebukes. And they shall know that I am the LORD
when I lay My vengeance upon them.

A PrA Prophecy Against Tophecy Against Tyryree

In the eleventh year, on the first day of the
month, the word of the LORD came to me, say-

ing: 22 Son of man, because Tyre has said against
Jerusalem, “Aha, the gateway of the peoples is broken.
It has opened to me. I shall be filled now that she is
laid waste,” 33 therefore thus says the Lord GOD : I am
against you, O Tyre, and will cause many nations to
come up against you, as the sea causes its waves to
come up. 44 They shall destroy the walls of Tyre and
break down her towers. I will also scrape her dust
from her and make her a bare rock. 55 She shall be a
place for the spreading of nets in the midst of the sea,
for I have spoken, says the Lord GOD , and she shall
become destruction to the nations. 66 Her daughters
who are on the mainland shall be slain by the sword.
And they shall know that I am the LORD .

77 For thus says the Lord GOD : From the north I will
bring upon Tyre Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, a
king of kings, with horses and with chariots and with
cavalry and a great army. 88 He shall slay your daugh-
ters on the mainland with the sword. And he shall set
up a siege wall against you and cast up a mound
against you and lift up the roof of shields against you.
99 He shall set engines of war against your walls, and
with his axes he shall break down your towers. 1010 By
reason of the abundance of his horses, their dust shall
cover you. Your walls shall shake at the noise of the
horsemen and of the wagons and of the chariots
when he enters your gates as men enter a city that
has been breached. 1111 With the hoofs of his horses he
shall tread down all your streets. He shall slay your
people by the sword, and your strong garrisons shall
go down to the ground. 1212 They shall make a spoil of
your riches, and a prey of your merchandise. And they
shall break down your walls and destroy your pleasant
houses. And they shall lay your stones and your tim-
ber and your dust in the midst of the water. 1313 I will

cause the noise of your songs to cease. And the sound
of your harps shall be heard no more. 1414 I will make
you a bare rock. You shall be a place to spread nets
upon. You shall be built no more, for I the LORD have
spoken, says the Lord GOD .

1515 Thus says the Lord GOD to Tyre: Shall not the
coastlands shake at the sound of your fall when the
wounded cry, when the slaughter is made in your
midst? 1616 Then all the officials of the sea shall come
down from their thrones and lay away their robes and
take off their embroidered garments. They shall clothe
themselves with trembling. They shall sit on the
ground and tremble every moment and be astonished
at you. 1717 They shall take up a lamentation over you
and say to you:
How you are destroyed, O inhabited one of the seas,
the renowned city,

which was strong in the sea,
she and her inhabitants,

who caused her terror
to be on all her inhabitants!

1818 Now the coastlands shall tremble
on the day of your fall; indeed,

the coastlands that are by the sea
shall be troubled at your departure.

1919 For thus says the Lord GOD : When I make you a
desolate city, like the cities that are not inhabited,
when I bring up the deep upon you and great waters
shall cover you, 2020 then I shall bring you down with
those who descend into the pit, to the people of old,
and make you dwell in the lower parts of the earth, in
places desolate of old, with those who go down to the
pit so that you will not be inhabited. But I shall set glo-
ry in the land of the living. 2121 I will bring terrors on you
and you shall be no more. Though you will be sought,
you shall never be found again, says the Lord GOD .

A Lament for TA Lament for Tyryree

The word of the LORD came again to me, say-
ing: 22 Now you, son of man, take up a lamenta-

tion over Tyre. 33 And say to Tyre who is situated at the
entrance of the sea, who is a merchant of the peoples
for many coastlands, Thus says the Lord GOD :
O Tyre, you have said,
“I am perfect in beauty.”

44 Your borders are in the midst of the seas.
Your builders have perfected your beauty.

55 They have made all your ship boards
of fir trees from Senir;

they have taken cedars from Lebanon
to make a mast for you.

66 Of the oaks of Bashan
they have made your oars;

with ivory they have inlaid your deck of boxwood
out of the coastlands of Cyprus.

77 Fine linen with embroidered work from Egypt was
your sail,

so that it became your distinguishing sign;
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blue and purple from the coastlands of Elishah
was your awning.

88 The inhabitants of Sidon and Arvad were your
mariners;

your wise men, O Tyre, were aboard; they were your
pilots.

99 The elders of Byblos and her wise men
were in you repairing your seams;

all the ships of the sea with their mariners
were in you to deal in your merchandise.

1010 They of Persia and of Lydia and of Put
were in your army, your men of war;

they hung the shield and helmet in you;
they set forth your comeliness.

1111 The sons of Arvad and your army
were upon your walls all around,

and the Gammad
were in your towers;

they hung their shields on your walls all around;
they have made your beauty perfect.

1212 Tarshish was your merchant by reason of the mul-
titude of all kinds of riches. With silver, iron, tin, and
lead, they traded in your wares.

1313 Greece, Tubal, and Meshek, they were your mer-
chants. They traded in your market with the lives of
men and vessels of bronze.

1414 Those of Beth Togarmah gave horses and horse-
men and mules for your wares.

1515 The sons of Dedan were your merchants. Many
coastlands were your merchandise. They brought you
for a payment horns of ivory and ebony.

1616 Aram was your merchant by reason of the multi-
tude of your wares. They paid for your wares with
emeralds, purple, embroidered work, fine linen, coral,
and agate.

1717 Judah and the land of Israel, they were your mer-
chants. They traded in your market with the wheat of
Minnith, cakes, honey, oil, and balm.

1818 Damascus was your merchant in the multitude of
your wares, because of the multitude of all kinds ofkinds of
riches, because of the wine of Helbon and white wool.

1919 Dan and Javan paid for your wares from Izal.
Bright iron, cassia, and sweet cane were in your mar-
ket.

2020 Dedan was your merchant in saddlecloths for char-
iots.

2121 Arabia and all the officials of Kedar, they were your
customers in lambs, rams, and goats. For these they
were your merchants.

2222 The merchants of Sheba and Raamah, they were
your merchants. They paid for your wares with the
best of all kinds of spices and with all kinds of precious
stones and gold.

2323 Harran, and Kanneh, and Eden, the merchants of
Sheba, Ashur, and Kilmad, were your merchants.
2424 They traded with you in choice garments, in clothes
of blue and embroidered work, and in carpets of many

colors and tightly wound cords, which werwhich weree among
your merchandise.

2525 The ships of Tarshish were
the carriers for your market.

And you were filled and were very glorious
in the midst of the seas.

2626 Your rowers have brought you
into great waters;

the east wind has broken you
in the midst of the seas.

2727 Your riches and your wares, your merchandise,
your mariners and your pilots, your caulkers,

and the dealers of your merchandise, and all your
men of war who are in you,

with all your company which is in your midst,
shall fall into the midst of the seas
in the day of your ruin.

2828 The meadowlands shall shake
at the sound of the cry of your pilots.

2929 All who handle the oar,
the mariners and all the pilots of the sea,

shall come down from their ships;
they shall stand upon the land.

3030 And they shall cause their voice to be heard against
you,

and shall cry bitterly,
and shall cast up dust upon their heads;
they shall wallow in ashes.

3131 Also they shall make themselves utterly bald for
you,

and gird themselves with sackcloth;
and they shall weep for you with bitterness of heart
and bitter wailing.

3232 Also, in their wailing
they shall take up a lamentation for you and lament

over you, saying,
“Who is like Tyre, like her who is silent
in the midst of the sea?

3333 When your wares went out by sea,
you filled many peoples;

you enriched the kings of the earth
with the multitude of your riches and of your mer-

chandise.
3434 Now that you are broken by the seas
in the depths of the waters,

your merchandise and all your company
in your midst have fallen.

3535 All the inhabitants of the coastlands
shall be astonished at you,

and their kings shall be sorely afraid;
they are troubled in countenance.

3636 The merchants among the peoples hiss at you;
you shall be a terror,
and you shall cease to be forever.”
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A PrA Prophecy Against the King of Tophecy Against the King of Tyryree

The word of the LORD came again to me, say-
ing: 22 Son of man, say to the leader of Tyre, Thus

says the Lord GOD :
Because your heart is lifted up,
and you have said, “I am a god;

I sit in the seat of gods
in the midst of the seas,”

yet you are a man, and not God,
though you set your heart as the heart of God.

33 You are wiser than Daniel;
there is no secret that is a match for you.

44 With your wisdom and with your understanding,
you have obtained riches for yourself,

and have obtained gold and silver
into your treasuries;

55 by your great wisdom, by your trade,
you have increased your riches,

and your heart is lifted up
because of your riches.

66 Therefore thus says the Lord GOD :
Because you have set your heart
as the heart of God,

77 therefore, I will bring strangers upon you,
the most cruel of the nations;

and they shall draw their swords against the beauty
of your wisdom,

and defile your brightness.
88 They shall bring you down to the pit,
and you shall die the death of those who are slain
in the midst of the seas.

99 Will you yet say before him who slays you,
“I am a god,”

although you are a man and not God,
in the hands of those who wound you?

1010 You shall die the death of the uncircumcised
by the hand of strangers;
for I have spoken! says the Lord GOD .

A Lament for the King of TA Lament for the King of Tyryree
1111 Moreover the word of the LORD came to me, say-

ing: 1212 Son of man, take up a lamentation over the king
of Tyre and say to him, Thus says the Lord GOD :
You had the seal of perfection,
full of wisdom and perfect in beauty.

1313 You were in Eden,
the garden of God;

every precious stone was your covering:
the sardius, topaz, and the diamond,
the beryl, the onyx, and the jasper,
the sapphire, the emerald, and the carbuncle, and

gold.
The workmanship of your settings and sockets was in

you;
on the day that you were created, they were pre-

pared.

1414 You were the anointed cherub that covers,
and I set you there;

you were upon the holy mountain of God;
you walked up and down in the midst of the stones

of fire.
1515 You were perfect in your ways
from the day that you were created,
until iniquity was found in you.

1616 By the multitude of your merchandise,
you were filled with violence in your midst,
and you sinned;

therefore I have cast you as profane out of the moun-
tain of God;

and I have destroyed you, O covering cherub,
from the midst of the stones of fire.

1717 Your heart was lifted up
because of your beauty;

you have corrupted your wisdom
by reason of your brightness;

I cast you to the ground,
I lay you before kings, that they may see you.

1818 You have defiled your sanctuaries
by the multitude of your iniquities, by the iniquity of

your trade;
therefore I have brought fire out from your midst;
it has devoured you,

and I have turned you to ashes upon the earth
in the sight of all those who see you.

1919 All those who know you among the people
are astonished at you;

you are a terror,
and you shall cease to be forever.

A PrA Prophecy Against Sidonophecy Against Sidon
2020 Again the word of the LORD came to me, saying:

2121 Son of man, set your face toward Sidon and proph-
esy against her 2222 and say, Thus says the Lord GOD :
I am against you, O Sidon;
and I will be glorified in your midst;

and they shall know that I am the LORD ,
when I execute judgments in her
and display My holiness in her.

2323 For I will send pestilence into her,
and blood into her streets;

and the wounded shall fall in her midst
by the sword upon her on every side;

and they shall know that I am the LORD .
2424 There shall be no more a pricking brier to the

house of Israel, nor any painful thorn among all who
are around them, who despised them. Then they shall
know that I am the Lord GOD .

The FuturThe Future Blessing for Isre Blessing for Israelael
2525 Thus says the Lord GOD : When I gather the house

of Israel from the peoples among whom they are scat-
tered and display My holiness in them in the sight of
the nations, then they shall dwell in their land that I
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have given to My servant Jacob. 2626 They shall dwell
safely in it and shall build houses and plant vineyards
and dwell securely when I execute judgments on all
those around them who despise them. Then they shall
know that I am the LORD their God.

A PrA Prophecy Against Egyptophecy Against Egypt

In the tenth year, in the tenth month, on the
twelfth day of the month, the word of the LORD

came to me, saying: 22 Son of man, set your face
against Pharaoh king of Egypt and prophesy against
him and against all Egypt. 33 Speak, and say, Thus says
the Lord GOD :
I am against you, Pharaoh king of Egypt,
the great dragon that lies in the midst of his rivers,

which has said, “My Nile is my own,
and I myself have made it.”

44 But I will put hooks in your jaws,
and will cause the fish of your rivers to stick to your

scales,
and will bring you up out of the midst of your rivers,
and all the fish of your rivers shall stick to your

scales.
55 I will abandon you to the wilderness,
you and all the fish of your rivers;

you shall fall upon the open field;
you shall not be brought together or gathered.

I have given you for food
to the beasts of the field and to the fowl of the heav-

ens.
66 All the inhabitants of Egypt shall know that I am the
LORD , because they have been a staff of reed to the
house of Israel. 77 When they took hold of you by your
hand, you broke and tore all their hands. And when
they leaned upon you, you broke and made all their
legs shake.

88 Therefore thus says the Lord GOD : I will bring a
sword upon you, and cut off man and beast out of
you. 99 The land of Egypt shall become a desolation and
waste. Then they shall know that I am the LORD .

Because you said, “The Nile is mine, and I have made
it,” 1010 therefore, I am against you and against your
rivers, and I will make the land of Egypt an utter waste
and desolation, from Migdol to Syene, as far as the
border of Ethiopia. 1111 No foot of man shall pass
through it, nor foot of beast pass through it, nor shall
it be inhabited for forty years. 1212 Thus I will make the
land of Egypt desolate in the midst of the countries
that are desolate, and her cities among the cities that
are laid waste shall be desolate for forty years. And I
will scatter the Egyptians among the nations and will
disperse them among the countries.

1313 For thus says the Lord GOD : At the end of forty
years I will gather the Egyptians from the peoples
wherever they were scattered. 1414 And I will turn the for-
tunes of Egypt and will cause them to return into the
land of Pathros, into the land of their origin, and there
they shall be a debased kingdom. 1515 It shall be the

basest of the kingdoms, and it shall exalt itself no
more above the nations. For I will diminish them so
that they shall rule over the nations no more. 1616 It shall
be the confidence of the house of Israel no more,
bringing to mind the iniquity of their having turned to
Egypt. But they shall know that I am the Lord GOD .

BabBabylonia to Plunder Egyptylonia to Plunder Egypt
1717 In the twenty-seventh year, in the first monthmonth , on

the first day of the month, the word of the LORD came
to me, saying: 1818 Son of man, Nebuchadnezzar king of
Babylon caused his army to labor hard against Tyre.
Every head was made bald, and every shoulder was
peeled. Yet he and his army had no wages from Tyre
for the labor that he had done against it. 1919 Therefore
thus says the Lord GOD : I will give the land of Egypt to
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon. And he shall carry
off her wealth and take her spoil and take her prey.
And it shall be wages for his army. 2020 I have given him
the land of Egypt for his labor with which he labored
against it, because they acted for Me, says the Lord
GOD .

2121 On that day I will cause the horn of the house of
Israel to spring forth, and I will open your mouth in
their midst. Then they shall know that I am the LORD .

A Lament for EgyptA Lament for Egypt

The word of the LORD came to me again, say-
ing: 22 Son of man, prophesy and say, Thus says

the Lord GOD :
Howl,
“Woe to the day!”

33 For the day is near,
even the day of the LORD is near,

a cloudy day,
it shall be the time of doomof doom for the nations.

44 The sword shall come upon Egypt,
and great pain shall be in Ethiopia,

when the slain fall in Egypt,
they take away her wealth,
and her foundations are broken down.

55 Ethiopia, and Libya, and Lydia, all Arabia, Kub, and
the men of the land that is in league shall fall with
them by the sword.

66 Thus says the LORD :
Indeed, those who uphold Egypt shall fall,
and the pride of her power shall come down.

From Migdol to Syene
they shall fall in her by the sword,
says the Lord GOD .

77 They shall be desolate
in the midst of the countries that are desolate,

and her cities shall be
in the midst of the cities that are wasted.

88 They shall know that I am the LORD
when I have set a fire in Egypt
and when all her helpers are destroyed.
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99 In that day messengers shall go forth from Me in
ships to make the careless Ethiopians afraid, and great
pain shall come upon them as in the day of Egypt. For
it is coming!
1010 Thus says the Lord GOD :
I will also make the multitude of Egypt to cease
by the hand of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon.

1111 He and his people with him, the terrible of the na-
tions,

shall be brought to destroy the land;
and they shall draw their swords against Egypt,
and fill the land with the slain.

1212 I will make the rivers dry,
and sell the land into the hand of the wicked;

and I will make the land waste and all that is in it,
by the hand of strangers.

I, the LORD have spoken.
1313 Thus says the Lord GOD :
I will also destroy the idols,
and I will cause their images to cease from Mem-

phis;
and no more shall there be a prince of the land of

Egypt.
And I will put a fear in the land of Egypt.

1414 I will make Pathros desolate,
and will set fire in Zoan,
and will execute judgments in Thebes.

1515 I will pour out My fury upon Pelusium,
the strength of Egypt;
and I will cut off the multitude of Thebes.

1616 I will set fire in Egypt;
Pelusium shall have great pain,

and Thebes shall be rent asunder,
and Memphis shall haveshall have distresses daily.

1717 The young men of Heliopolis and of Bubastis
shall fall by the sword,
and the women shall go into captivity.

1818 In Tahpanhes also the day shall be darkened,
when I break there the yokes of Egypt.
And the pomp of her strength shall cease in her;

as for her, a cloud shall cover her,
and her daughters shall go into captivity.

1919 Thus I will execute judgments in Egypt,
and they shall know that I am the LORD .

A PrA Prophecy Against Pharophecy Against Pharaohaoh
2020 In the eleventh year, in the first monthmonth , on the sev-

enth day of the month, the word of the LORD came to
me, saying: 2121 Son of man, I have broken the arm of
Pharaoh king of Egypt. And it has not been bound up
to be healed or wrapped with a bandage to make it
strong to hold the sword. 2222 Therefore thus says the
Lord GOD : I am against Pharaoh king of Egypt and
will break his arms, both the strong and the broken.
And I will cause the sword to fall out of his hand. 2323 I
will scatter the Egyptians among the nations and dis-
perse them among the countries. 2424 For I will strength-
en the arms of the king of Babylon and put My sword

in his hand. But I will break the arms of Pharaoh so
that he groans before him with the groanings of a
wounded man. 2525 So I will strengthen the arms of the
king of Babylon, but the arms of Pharaoh shall fall
down. Then they shall know that I am the LORD when I
put My sword into the hand of the king of Babylon and
he stretches it out upon the land of Egypt. 2626 When I
scatter the Egyptians among the nations and disperse
them among the countries, then they shall know that I
am the LORD .

PharPharaoh to Be Slainaoh to Be Slain

In the eleventh year, in the third monthmonth , on the
first day of the month, the word of the LORD

came to me, saying: 22 Son of man, speak to Pharaoh
king of Egypt, and to his multitude:
Whom are you like in your greatness?
33 Assyria was a cedar in Lebanon,
with fair branches and shade for a forest,
and high stature;

and its top was among the clouds.
44 The waters made it great;
the deep set it up on high.

With its rivers it continually ran
all around its plants,

and sent out its little rivers
to all the trees of the field.

55 Therefore its height was exalted
above all the trees of the field,

and its boughs were multiplied,
and its branches became long
because of the abundance of water, as it spread

them out.
66 All the fowl of heaven
made their nests in its boughs;

and under its branches
all the beasts of the field gave birth;

and under its shadow
all great nations lived.

77 Thus it was fair in its greatness,
in the length of its branches,

for its roots were
by many waters.

88 The cedars in the garden of God
could not match it;

the fir trees
were not like its boughs,

and the chestnut trees
were not like its branches;

nor was any tree in the garden of God
like it in its beauty.

99 I made it beautiful with an abundance of branches,
so that all the trees of Eden envied it,
that were in the garden of God.

1010 Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD : Because it is
lifted up in height and has shot up its top among the
clouds, and its heart is arrogant in its height, 1111 I there-
fore will deliver it into the hand of the mighty one of
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the nations. He shall surely deal with it. I have driven it
out for its wickedness. 1212 Aliens, the tyrants of the na-
tions have cut it off and left it. Upon the mountains
and in all the valleys its branches have fallen, and its
boughs have been broken by all the rivers of the land.
And all the peoples of the earth have gone down from
its shadow and have left it. 1313 Upon its ruin all the fowl
of the heavens shall remain, and all the beasts of the
field shall be upon its fallenfallen branches 1414 to the end that
none of all the trees by the waters exalt themselves
for their height, or shoot up their tops among the
clouds, or their well-watered trees stand up in their
height. For they all have been delivered to death, to
the nether parts of the earth in the midst of the sons
of men, with those who go down to the pit.

1515 Thus says the Lord GOD : On the day when it went
down to Sheol I caused mourning. I covered the deep
over it and restrained its rivers, and its many waters
were stayed. And I caused Lebanon to mourn for it,
and all the trees of the field fainted for it. 1616 I made the
nations to shake at the sound of its fall when I cast
him down to Sheol with those who descend into the
pit. And all the well-watered trees of Eden, the choice
and best of Lebanon, were comforted in the nether
parts of the earth. 1717 They also went down into Sheol
with it to those who were slain with the sword. And
those who were its power lived under its shadow in
the midst of the nations.

1818 To whom are you thus like in glory and in great-
ness among the trees of Eden? Yet you shall be
brought down with the trees of Eden to the nether
parts of the earth. You shall lie in the midst of the un-
circumcised with those who were slain by the sword.

This is Pharaoh and all his multitude, says the Lord
GOD .

A Lament for PharA Lament for Pharaoh and Egyptaoh and Egypt

In the twelfth year, in the twelfth monthmonth , on
the first day of the month, the word of the LORD

came to me, saying: 22 Son of man, take up a lamenta-
tion for Pharaoh king of Egypt and say to him:
You likened yourself to a young lion of the nations,
but you are as the monster in the seas;

and you burst forth in your rivers,
and muddied the waters with your feet,
and made foul their rivers.

33 Thus says the Lord GOD :
I will therefore spread out My net over you
with a company of many peoples,
and they shall bring you up in My net.

44 Then I will leave you upon the land;
I will cast you out on the open field,

and I will cause all the fowl of the heavens to remain
upon you.

And I will fill the beasts of the whole earth with you.
55 I will lay your flesh upon the mountains,
and fill the valleys with your refuse.

66 I will also water the land with your blood,

as far as the mountains;
and the rivers shall be full of you.

77 When II put you out, I will cover the heavens
and make their stars dark;

I will cover the sun with a cloud,
and the moon shall not give its light.

88 All the bright lights in the heavens
I will make dark over you,
and set darkness upon your land,
says the Lord GOD .

99 I will also vex the hearts of many peoples when I
bring your destruction among the nations, into the
countries which you have not known. 1010 Indeed, I will
make many peoples amazed at you, and their kings
shall be horribly afraid for you when I brandish My
sword before them. And they shall tremble at every
moment, every man for his own life, on the day of
your fall.

1111 For thus says the Lord GOD :
The sword of the king of Babylon
shall come upon you.

1212 By the swords of the mighty,
I will cause your multitude to fall.
All of them are tyrants of the nations;

they shall destroy the pride of Egypt,
and all its multitude shall be destroyed.

1313 I also will destroy all the beasts
from beside many waters;

nor shall the foot of man muddy them anymore,
nor the hoofs of beasts muddy them.

1414 Then I will make their waters settle,
and cause their rivers to run like oil,
says the Lord GOD .

1515 When I make the land of Egypt desolate,
and the country is destitute of that by which it was

full,
when I smite all those who dwell in it,
then shall they know that I am the LORD .

1616 This is the lamentation, and they shall chant it. The
daughters of the nations shall chant it. They shall
chant it over Egypt and over all her multitude, says the
Lord GOD .

A DirA Dirge for Egyptge for Egypt
1717 In the twelfth year, on the fifteenth day of the

month, the word of the LORD came to me, saying:
1818 Son of man, wail for the multitude of Egypt and cast
it down, her and the daughters of the powerful na-
tions, to the nether parts of the earth, with those who
go down into the pit. 1919 “Whom do you surpass in
beauty? Descend and make your bed with the uncir-
cumcised.” 2020 They shall fall in the midst of those who
are slain by the sword. She is delivered to the sword.
They have drawn her and all her multitudes away.
2121 The strong among the mighty shall speak to him
and those who help him out of the midst of Sheol:
“They have gone down, they lie still, uncircumcised,
slain by the sword.”
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2222 Assyria is there and all her company. Her graves
are around her. All of them are slain, fallen by the
sword, 2323 whose graves are set in the sides of the pit
and her company is all around her grave. All of them
are slain, fallen by the sword, who cause terror in the
land of the living.

2424 There is Elam and all her multitude all around her
grave, all of them slain, fallen by the sword, who de-
scended uncircumcised into the nether parts of the
earth, who caused their terror in the land of the living
and bore their shame with those who went down to
the pit. 2525 They have set a bed for her in the midst of
the slain with all her multitude. Her graves are all
around it. All of them uncircumcised, slain by the
sword; though their terror was caused in the land of
the living, yet they have borne their shame with those
who go down to the pit. They were put in the midst of
those who are slain.

2626 There is Meshek, Tubal, and all her multitude.
Their graves are all around them. All of them uncir-
cumcised, slain by the sword, though they caused
their terror in the land of the living. 2727 They shall not lie
with the mighty who are fallen of the uncircumcised,
who have gone down to Sheol with their weapons of
war and whose swords were laid under their heads.
But the punishment for their iniquity rested upon their
bones, though the terror of these mighty ones was
once in the land of the living.

2828 Indeed, you shall be broken in the midst of the un-
circumcised and shall lie with those who are slain with
the sword.

2929 There is Edom also, its kings and all its officials,
who for all their might are laid by those who were
slain by the sword. They shall lie with the uncircum-
cised and with those who go down to the pit.

3030 There are also the officials of the north, all of
them, and all the Sidonians, who in spite of the terror
from their might have gone down in shame with the
slain. So they lie down uncircumcised with those who
are slain by the sword, and bear their shame with
those who go down to the pit.

3131 Pharaoh shall see them, and shall be comforted
over all his multitude slain by the sword, even Pharaoh
and all his army, says the Lord GOD . 3232 Though I have
caused a terror of him in the land of the living, yet he
shall be laid in the midst of the uncircumcised with
those who are slain with the sword, even Pharaoh and
all his multitude, says the Lord GOD .

ReneRenewal of Ezekiel’wal of Ezekiel’s Calls Call

Again the word of the LORD came to me, say-
ing: 22 Son of man, speak to the children of your

people and say to them: If I bring a sword upon a
land, and the people of the land take a man from
among them and set him for their watchman, 33 and he
sees the sword come upon the land and blows the
trumpet and warns the people, 44 then whoever hears
the sound of the trumpet and does not take warning,

and a sword comes and takes him away, his blood
shall be upon his own head. 55 He heard the sound of
the trumpet yet did not take warning. His blood shall
be upon himself. But he who takes warning delivers
his soul. 66 But if the watchman sees the sword come
and does not blow the trumpet and the people are not
warned and a sword comes and takes a person from
among them, he is taken away in his iniquity. But his
blood I will require from the hand of the watchman.

77 Now as for you, son of man: I have set you a watch-
man to the house of Israel. Therefore you shall hear a
word from My mouth and warn them from Me. 88 When
I say to the wicked, “O wicked man, you shall surely
die,” and you do not speak to warn the wicked from
his way, that wicked man shall die in his iniquity. But
his blood I will require from your hand. 99 Nevertheless,
if you on your part warn the wicked to turn from his
way and he does not turn from his way, he shall die in
his iniquity. But you have delivered your soul.

God’God’s Justice and Mers Justice and Mercycy
1010 Therefore as for you, son of man, say to the house

of Israel: Thus you have spoken, saying, “Surely our
transgressions and our sins are upon us, and we pine
away in them. How should we then live?” 1111 Say to
them: As I live, says the Lord GOD , I have no pleasure
in the death of the wicked, but rather that the wicked
turn from his way and live. Turn, turn from your evil
ways! For why will you die, O house of Israel?

1212 Therefore you, son of man, say to the sons of your
people: The righteousness of a righteous man shall
not deliver him in the day of his transgression. As for
the wickedness of the wicked, he shall not fall by it in
the day that he turns from his wickedness. Nor shall
the righteous be able to live for his righteousness in
the day that he sins. 1313 When I say to the righteous
that he shall surely live and he so trusts in his right-
eousness that he commits iniquity, all his righteous-
ness shall not be remembered. But for that iniquity of
his that he has committed, he shall die. 1414 Again, when
I say to the wicked, “You shall surely die,” and he turns
from his sin and does that which is lawful and right,
1515 if the wicked man restores a pledge, gives back what
he had robbed, walks in the statutes of life without
committing iniquity, he shall surely live. He shall not
die. 1616 None of his sins that he has committed shall be
remembered against him. He has done what is lawful
and right. He shall surely live.

1717 Yet the sons of your people say, “The way of the
Lord is not right,” when their way is not right. 1818 When
the righteous turns from his righteousness and com-
mits iniquity, he shall die by it. 1919 But if the wicked
turns from his wickedness and does that which is law-
ful and right, he shall live by them. 2020 Yet you say, “The
way of the Lord is not right.” O house of Israel, I will
judge you, every one according to his ways.
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The Fall of JerusalemThe Fall of Jerusalem
2121 In the twelfth year of our captivity, in the tenth

month, on the fifth day of the month, one who had es-
caped out of Jerusalem came to me, saying, “The city is
taken.” 2222 Now the hand of the LORD was upon me in
the evening, before those who escaped came. And He
opened my mouth at the time they came to me in the
morning. Therefore my mouth was opened and I was
speechless no more.

2323 Then the word of the LORD came to me, saying:
2424 Son of man, those who inhabit these wastes in the
land of Israel are saying, “Abraham was one, yet he in-
herited the land. But to us who are many, the land has
been given for an inheritance.” 2525 Therefore say to
them, Thus says the Lord GOD : You eat meatmeat with the
blood in it and lift up your eyes toward your idols as
you shed blood. Should you then possess the land?
2626 You rely upon your sword, you work abominations,
and every one of you defiles his neighbor’s wife.
Should you then possess the land?

2727 Thus you shall say to them, Thus says the Lord
GOD : As I live, surely those who are in the ruins shall
fall by the sword, and him who is in the open field I
will give to the beasts to be devoured, and those who
are in the forts and in the cave shall die of pestilence.
2828 For I will make the land a desolation and a waste,
and the pomp of her strength shall cease. And the
mountains of Israel shall be desolate so that none
shall pass through. 2929 Then shall they know that I am
the LORD , when I make the land a desolation and a
waste because of all their abominations which they
have committed.

3030 As for you, son of man, the sons of your people are
talking about you by the walls and in the doorways of
the houses; and they speak to one another, each say-
ing to his brother, “Come now, and hear what the
word is that comes from the LORD .” 3131 They come to
you as people come, and they sit before you as My
people, and they hear your words; but they will not do
them. For they do the lustful desires in their mouth,
and their heart goes after their covetousness. 3232 You
are to them as a sensual song of one who has a pleas-
ant voice and can play well on an instrument. For they
hear your words, but they do not do them.

3333 When this comes to pass, and it is coming to pass,
then shall they know that a prophet has been among
them.

A PrA Prophecy Against Isrophecy Against Israel’ael’s Shephers Shepherdsds

And the word of the LORD came to me, saying:
22 Son of man, prophesy against the shepherds

of Israel. Prophesy and say to those shepherds, Thus
says the Lord GOD : Woe to the shepherds of Israel
who feed themselves! Should not the shepherds feed
the flock? 33 You eat the fat and clothe yourself with the
wool; you kill those who are fed without feeding the

flock. 44 The diseased you have not strengthened, nor
have you healed that which was sick, nor have you
bound up that which was broken, nor have you
brought back that which was driven away, nor have
you sought that which was lost. But with force and
with cruelty you have subjugated them. 55 They were
scattered because there was no shepherd. And they
became meat to all the beasts of the field and were
scattered. 66 My sheep wandered through all the moun-
tains and upon every high hill. Indeed, My flock was
scattered upon all the face of the earth, and no one
searched or sought after them.

77 Therefore, you shepherds, hear the word of the
LORD : 88 As I live, says the Lord GOD , surely because
My flock became a prey, and My flock even became
meat to every beast of the field, because there was no
shepherd, nor did My shepherds search for My flock;
but the shepherds fed themselves and did not feed My
flock, 99 therefore, you shepherds, hear the word of the
LORD . 1010 Thus says the Lord GOD : I am against the
shepherds. And I will require My flock from their hand
and cause them to cease from feeding the flock. Nor
shall the shepherds feed themselves anymore, for I
will deliver My flock from their mouth so that they may
not be meat for them.

The TThe True Shepherrue Shepherdd
1111 For thus says the Lord GOD : I, even I, will search

for My sheep and seek them out. 1212 As a shepherd
seeks out his flock in the day that he is among his
sheep that are scattered, so I will seek out My sheep
and will deliver them out of all the places where they
have been scattered in a cloudy and dark day. 1313 I will
bring them out from the peoples, and gather them
from the countries, and bring them to their own land,
and feed them upon the mountains of Israel by the
rivers and in all the inhabited places of the country. 1414 I
will feed them in a good pasture, and upon the high
mountains of Israel their grazing ground shall be.
There they shall lie on good grazing ground, and in a
rich pasture they shall feed upon the mountains of Is-
rael. 1515 I will feed My flock, and I will cause them to lie
down, says the Lord GOD . 1616 I will seek that which was
lost and bring back that which was driven away and
bind up that which was broken and will strengthen
that which was sick. But I will destroy the fat and the
strong. I will feed them with judgment.

1717 As for you, O My flock, thus says the Lord GOD : I
will judge between sheep and cattle, between the
rams and the male goats. 1818 Does it seem a small thing
to you to have eaten up the good pasture, that you
must tread down with your feet the rest of your pas-
tures? Or that you should drink of the clear waters,
that you must foul the rest with your feet? 1919 And as
for My flock, they eat that which you have trodden
with your feet, and they drink that which you have
fouled with your feet.
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2020 Therefore thus says the Lord GOD to them: I, even
I, will judge between the fat sheep and between the
lean sheep. 2121 Because you have thrust with side and
with shoulder, and pushed all the diseased with your
horns until you have scattered them abroad, 2222 there-
fore I will save My flock, and they shall no more be a
prey. And I will judge between one sheep and another.
2323 I will set up one shepherd over them, and he shall
feed them, even My servant David. He shall feed them
himself and be their shepherd. 2424 I the LORD will be
their God, and My servant David shall be prince
among them. I the LORD have spoken.

2525 I will make with them a covenant of peace and will
cause the wild beasts to cease from the land so that
they dwell safely in the wilderness and sleep in the
woods. 2626 I will make them and the places all around
My hill a blessing. And I will cause the showers to
come down in their season. They shall be showers of
blessing. 2727 The tree of the field shall yield its fruit, and
the ground shall yield its increase, and they shall be
safe in their land. Then they shall know that I am the
LORD , when I have broken the bands of their yoke
and delivered them out of the hand of those who en-
slaved them. 2828 They shall no more be a prey to the na-
tions, nor shall the beast of the land devour them. But
they shall dwell safely and no one shall make them
afraid. 2929 I will raise up for them a planting place of
renown, and no more shall they be consumed with
hunger in the land, nor shall they bear the shame of
the nations anymore. 3030 Thus shall they know that I,
the LORD their God, am with them, and that they, the
house of Israel, are My people, says the Lord GOD .
3131 As for you, My flock, the flock of My pasture, you are
men, and I am your God, says the Lord GOD .

A PrA Prophecy Against Edomophecy Against Edom

Moreover the word of the LORD came to me,
saying: 22 Son of man, set your face against

Mount Seir and prophesy against it, 33 and say to it,
Thus says the Lord GOD : I am against you, O Mount
Seir, and I will stretch out My hand against you, and I
will make you a desolation and a waste. 44 I will lay your
cities waste, and you shall become a desolation. Then
you shall know that I am the LORD .

55 Because you have had a perpetual hatred and have
delivered the sons of Israel to the power of the sword
in the time of their calamity, in the time of the punish-
ment of the end, 66 therefore, as I live, says the Lord
GOD , I will prepare you for bloodshed, and bloodshed
shall pursue you. Since you have not hated bloodshed,
therefore blood shall pursue you. 77 Thus I will make
Mount Seir a desolation and a waste, and cut off from
it the one who passes through and the one who re-
turns. 88 I will fill its mountains with its slain men. On
your hills and in your valleys and in all your rivers, they
shall fall who are slain with the sword. 99 I will make you
a perpetual desolation, and your cities shall not be in-
habited. Then you shall know that I am the LORD .

1010 Because you have said, “These two nations and
these two countries shall be mine, and we will possess
them,” whereas the LORD was there, 1111 therefore, as I
live, says the Lord GOD , I will treat you according to
your anger and according to your envy, which you
have showed out of your hatred against them. And I
will make Myself known among them when I have
judged you. 1212 Then you shall know that I, the LORD ,
have heard all your blasphemies which you have spo-
ken against the mountains of Israel, saying, “They are
laid desolate. They are given to us to consume.”
1313 Thus with your mouth you have boasted against Me
and have multiplied your words against Me. I have
heard them. 1414 Thus says the Lord GOD : When the
whole earth rejoices, I will make you a desolation. 1515 As
you rejoiced at the inheritance of the house of Israel
because it was desolate, so I will do to you. You shall
be a desolation, O Mount Seir, and all Edom, all of it.
Then they shall know that I am the LORD .

A PrA Prophecy to the Mountains of Isrophecy to the Mountains of Israelael

As for you, son of man, prophesy to the moun-
tains of Israel and say: O mountains of Israel,

hear the word of the LORD . 22 Thus says the Lord GOD
: Because the enemy has said against you, “Aha! Even
the ancient high places are our possession,” 33 there-
fore, prophesy and say: Thus says the Lord GOD : For
good reason they have made you desolate and swal-
lowed you up on every side so that you might become
a possession to the rest of the nations, and you have
been taken up on the lips of talkers and are an infamy
of the people. 44 Therefore, O mountains of Israel, hear
the word of the Lord GOD : Thus says the Lord GOD to
the mountains and to the hills, to the rivers and to the
valleys, to the desolate wastes and to the cities that
are forsaken, which became a prey and derision to the
rest of the nations that are all around; 55 therefore thus
says the Lord GOD : Surely in the fire of My jealousy I
have spoken against the rest of the nations and
against all Edom, who have arrogated My land into
their possession with the joy of all their hearts and
with a spiteful soul, to cast it out for a prey. 66 Prophesy
therefore concerning the land of Israel and say to the
mountains and to the hills, to the rivers and to the val-
leys: Thus says the Lord GOD : I have spoken in My
jealousy and in My fury, because you have borne the
shame of the nations. 77 Therefore, thus says the Lord
GOD : I have lifted up My hand that surely the nations
who are about you shall themselves bear their invec-
tives.

88 But you, O mountains of Israel, you shall shoot
forth your branches and yield your fruit for My people
Israel. For they shall come soon. 99 For I am for you,
and I will turn to you, and you shall be tilled and sown.
1010 And I will multiply men upon you, all the house of Is-
rael, all of it. And the cities shall be inhabited, and the
waste places shall be built. 1111 And I will multiply man
and beast upon you. And they shall increase and bring
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forth fruit. And I will settle you as you were before and
do better to you than at the beginning. Thus you shall
know that I am the LORD . 1212 Indeed, I will cause men
to walk upon you, My people Israel, and they shall pos-
sess you, and you shall be their inheritance, and you
shall no longer bereave them of children.

1313 Thus says the Lord GOD : Because they say to you,
“You are a devourer of men and have bereaved your
nation of children,” 1414 therefore you shall devour men
no more or bereave your nation of children anymore,
says the Lord GOD . 1515 Nor will I cause men to hear in
you the invectives of the nations anymore, nor shall
you bear the reproach of the peoples anymore, nor
shall you cause your nation to fall anymore, says the
Lord GOD .

The RestorThe Restoration of Isration of Israelael
1616 Moreover the word of the LORD came to me, say-

ing: 1717 Son of man, when the house of Israel lived in
their own land, they defiled it by their ways and their
deeds. Their way was before Me as the uncleanness of
a woman in her impurity. 1818 Therefore I poured My fury
upon them for the blood that they had shed upon the
land and for their idols with which they had polluted it.
1919 And I scattered them among the nations, and they
were dispersed throughout the countries. According
to their ways and according to their deeds, I judged
them. 2020 When they entered the nations, where they
went, they profaned My holy name, because they said
of them, “These are the people of the LORD and have
gone out of His land.” 2121 But I had pity for My holy
name, which the house of Israel had profaned among
the nations where they went.

2222 Therefore say to the house of Israel, Thus says the
Lord GOD : I do not do this for your sake, O house of
Israel, but for My holy name’s sake which you have
profaned among the nations where you went. 2323 I will
vindicate the sanctity of My great name which was
profaned among the nations, which you have pro-
faned in their midst. Then the nations shall know that I
am the LORD , says the Lord GOD , when I shall be
sanctified among you before their eyes.

2424 For I will take you from among the nations and
gather you out of all countries and will bring you into
your own land. 2525 Then I will sprinkle clean water upon
you, and you shall be clean. From all your filthiness
and from all your idols, I will cleanse you. 2626 Also, I will
give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within
you. And I will take away the stony heart out of your
flesh, and I will give you a heart of flesh. 2727 I will put My
Spirit within you and cause you to walk in My statutes,
and you will keep My judgments and do them. 2828 You
will dwell in the land that I gave to your fathers. And
you will be My people, and I will be your God. 2929 I will
also save you from all your uncleanness. And I will call
for the grain and increase it and lay no famine upon
you. 3030 I will multiply the fruit of the tree and the in-
crease of the field so that you shall receive no more re-

proach of famine among the nations. 3131 Then you shall
remember your evil ways and your deeds that were
not good, and shall loathe yourselves in your own
sight for your iniquities and your abominations. 3232 Not
for your sake am I doing this, says the Lord GOD , let it
be known to you. Be ashamed and humiliated for your
ways, O house of Israel!

3333 Thus says the Lord GOD : On the day that I cleanse
you from all your iniquities, I will cause you to dwell in
the cities, and the waste places shall be built. 3434 The
desolate land shall be tilled, whereas it lay desolate in
the sight of all who pass by. 3535 They shall say, “This land
that was desolate has become like the garden of Eden.
And the waste and desolate and ruined cities have be-
come fenced and inhabited.” 3636 Then the nations that
are left all around you shall know that I the LORD have
built the ruined places and planted that which was
desolate. I the LORD have spoken it, and I will do it.

3737 Thus says the Lord GOD : This also I will let the
house of Israel ask Me to do for them: I will increase
their men like a flock. 3838 As the flock for sacrifices, as
the flock of Jerusalem in her solemn feasts, so shall
the waste cities be filled with flocks of men. Then they
shall know that I am the LORD .

The VThe Vallealley of Dry Bonesy of Dry Bones

The hand of the LORD was upon me, and He
carried me out in the Spirit of the LORD and set

me down in the midst of the valley which was full of
bones, 22 and He caused me to pass among them all
around. And therthere were weree very many in the open valley.
And thethey wery weree very dry. 33 He said to me, “Son of man,
can these bones live?”

And I answered, “O Lord GOD , You know.”
44 Again He said to me, “Prophesy over these bones

and say to them, O dry bones, hear the word of the
LORD . 55 Thus says the Lord GOD to these bones: I will
cause breath to enter you so that you live. 66 And I will
lay sinews upon you and will grow back flesh upon you
and cover you with skin and put breath in you so that
you live. Then you shall know that I am the LORD .”

77 So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I
prophesied, there was a noise and a shaking. And the
bones came together, bone to its bone. 88 When I
looked, the sinews and the flesh grew upon them, and
the skin covered them. But there was no breath in
them.

99 Then He said to me, “Prophesy to the wind; proph-
esy, son of man, and say to the wind: Thus says the
Lord GOD : Come from the four winds, O breath, and
breathe upon these slain so that they live.” 1010 So I
prophesied as He commanded me, and the breath
came into them, and they lived and stood up upon
their feet, an exceeding great army.

1111 Then He said to me, “Son of man, these bones are
the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are
dried up, and our hope is lost. We are cut off com-
pletely.’ 1212 Therefore prophesy and say to them, Thus
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says the Lord GOD : Pay attention, O My people, I will
open your graves and cause you to come up out of
your graves and bring you into the land of Israel.
1313 Then you shall know that I am the LORD , when I
have opened your graves, O My people, and brought
you up out of your graves. 1414 And I shall put My Spirit
in you, and you shall live, and I shall place you in your
own land. Then you shall know that I the LORD have
spoken and performed it, says the LORD .”

IsrIsrael and Judah Uniteael and Judah Unite
1515 The word of the LORD came again to me, saying:

1616 Moreover, son of man, take one stick and write on it:
“For Judah and for the sons of Israel his companions.”
Then take another stick and write on it, “For Joseph
the stick of Ephraim and for all the house of Israel his
companions.” 1717 Then join them to one another into
one stick so that they become one in your hand.

1818 When the sons of your people speak to you, say-
ing, “Will you not show us what you mean by these
things?” 1919 say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD : I will
take the stick of Joseph, which is in the hand of
Ephraim, and the tribes of Israel his companions, and
will put them with it, with the stick of Judah, and make
them one stick; and they shall be one in My hand.
2020 The sticks on which you write shall be in your hand
before their eyes. 2121 Say to them, Thus says the Lord
GOD : I will take the sons of Israel from among the na-
tions where they have gone and will gather them on
every side and bring them into their own land. 2222 And I
will make them one nation in the land upon the moun-
tains of Israel. And one king shall be king over them
all. And they shall be two nations no more, nor shall
they be divided into two kingdoms anymore. 2323 Nor
shall they defile themselves anymore with their idols,
nor with their detestable things, nor with any of their
transgressions. But I will save them out of all their
dwelling places in which they have sinned and will
cleanse them. So they shall be My people, and I will be
their God.

2424 David My servant shall be king over them. And
they all shall have one shepherd. They shall also walk
in My judgments, and observe My statutes and do
them. 2525 They shall dwell in the land that I have given
to Jacob My servant, in which your fathers lived. And
they shall dwell in it, they and their sons and their
son’s sons forever. And My servant David shall be their
prince forever. 2626 Moreover I will make a covenant of
peace with them. It shall be an everlasting covenant
with them. And I will place them and multiply them
and will set My sanctuary in their midst forevermore.
2727 My tabernacle also shall be with them. Indeed, I will
be their God and they shall be My people. 2828 The na-
tions shall know that I the LORD do sanctify Israel
when My sanctuary is in their midst forevermore.

A PrA Prophecy Against Gogophecy Against Gog

And the word of the LORD came to me, saying:
22 Son of man, set your face against Gog of the

land of Magog, the prince of Rosh, Meshek and Tubal,
and prophesy against him, 33 and say: Thus says the
Lord GOD : I am against you, O Gog, the prince of
Rosh, Meshek and Tubal. 44 And I will turn you back and
put hooks into your jaws, and I will bring you out, and
all your army, horses, and horsemen, all of them
clothed with all sorts of armor, even a great company
with buckler and shield, all of them handling swords.
55 Persia, Ethiopia, and Put with them, all of them with
shield and helmet. 66 I will do so to Gomer and all its
troops, Beth Togarmah of the north quarters and all
its troops, and many peoples with you.

77 Be prepared and prepare yourself, you and all your
companies that are assembled to you, and be a guard
to them. 88 After many days you shall be called. In the
latter years you shall come into the land that is re-
stored from the sword, whose inhabitantswhose inhabitants have been
gathered out of many peoples, against the mountains
of Israel which had been always a waste. But its peo-
ple were brought out of the nations, and they, all of
them, are dwelling safely. 99 You shall ascend and come
like a storm; you shall be like a cloud to cover the land,
you and all your troops, and many peoples with you.

1010 Thus says the Lord GOD : It shall come to pass on
that day that things shall come into your mind and
you shall think an evil thought, 1111 and you shall say, “I
will go up against the land of unwalled villages. I will
go against those who are at rest, that dwell safely, all
of them dwelling without walls and having neither
bars nor gates,” 1212 to take spoil and to seize prey, to
turn your hand against the desolate places that are
now inhabited, and against the people who are gath-
ered out of the nations, who have obtained livestock
and goods, who dwell in the midst of the world. 1313 She-
ba and Dedan and the merchants of Tarshish with all
its villages shall say to you, “Have you come to take
spoil? Have you gathered your company to seize prey,
to carry away silver and gold, to take away livestock
and goods, to take great spoil?”

1414 Therefore, son of man, prophesy and say to Gog:
Thus says the Lord GOD : On that day when My people
of Israel dwell safely, shall you not know it? 1515 And you
shall come from your place out of the north parts, you
and many peoples with you, all of them riding on hors-
es, a great company and a mighty army. 1616 And you
shall come up against My people of Israel as a cloud to
cover the land. It shall come about in the latter days
that I will bring you against My land so that the na-
tions may know Me when I shall be sanctified in you, O
Gog, before their eyes.
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Judgment on GogJudgment on Gog
1717 Thus says the Lord GOD : Are you he of whom I

have spoken in former days by My servants the
prophets of Israel, who prophesied in those days for
many years that I would bring you against them?
1818 And it shall come to pass at the same time when
Gog comes against the land of Israel, says the Lord
GOD , that My fury shall come up in My anger. 1919 For in
My jealousy and in the fire of My wrath I have spoken:
Surely in that day there shall be a great earthquake in
the land of Israel. 2020 The fish of the sea and the fowl of
the heavens and the beasts of the field and all creep-
ing things that creep upon the earth and all the men
who are upon the face of the earth shall shake at My
presence, and the mountains shall be thrown down,
and the steep places shall fall, and every wall shall fall
to the ground. 2121 I will call for a sword against him on
all My mountains, says the Lord GOD . Every man’s
sword shall be against his brother. 2222 I will enter into
judgment with him with pestilence and with blood.
And I will rain upon him and upon his troops and upon
the many peoples who are with him, an overflowing
rain and hailstones, fire and brimstone. 2323 Thus I will
magnify Myself, and sanctify Myself, and I will be
known in the eyes of many nations. Then they shall
know that I am the LORD .

The Destruction of Gog’The Destruction of Gog’s Armiess Armies

Moreover you, son of man, prophesy against
Gog and say: Thus says the Lord GOD : I am

against you, O Gog, prince of Rosh, Meshek, and
Tubal. 22 And I will turn you back, drive you on, and take
you up the north parts and bring you against the
mountains of Israel. 33 And I will strike your bow out of
your left hand and will cause your arrows to fall out of
your right hand. 44 You shall fall upon the mountains of
Israel, you and all your troops and the peoples who
are with you. I will give you to the ravenous birds of
every sort, and to the beasts of the field to be de-
voured. 55 You shall fall upon the open field. For I have
spoken, says the Lord GOD . 66 I will send a fire on Ma-
gog and among those who dwell safely in the coast-
lands. Then they shall know that I am the LORD .

77 So I will make My holy name known in the midst of
My people Israel. And I will not let them pollute My
holy name anymore. And the nations shall know that I
am the LORD , the Holy One in Israel. 88 It is coming
and it shall be done, says the Lord GOD . This is the
day of which I have spoken.

99 Those who dwell in the cities of Israel shall go and
make fires with the weapons and burn them, both the
shields and the bucklers, the bows and the arrows,
and the war clubs and the spears, and they shall burn
them with fire for seven years. 1010 They shall take no
wood out of the field, or cut down any out of the
forests, for they shall make fires with the weapons.

And they shall despoil those who despoiled them, and
plunder those who plundered them, says the Lord
GOD .

The Burial of GogThe Burial of Gog
1111 It shall come to pass in that day that I will give to

Gog a place of graves there in Israel, the valley of the
passengers on the east of the sea, and it shall stop the
passengers. And there they shall bury Gog and all his
multitude, and they shall call it the Valley of Hamon
Gog.

1212 For seven months the house of Israel shall be
burying them so that they may cleanse the land. 1313 In-
deed, all the people of the land shall bury them. And it
shall be their renown on the day that I shall be glori-
fied, says the Lord GOD .

1414 They shall separate men who continually pass
through the land to bury the passengers, even those
who remain upon the face of the earth, to cleanse it.
After the end of seven months they shall search. 1515 As
the passengers pass through the land and anyone
sees a man’s bone, then he shall set up a sign by it un-
til the buriers have buried it in the Valley of Hamon
Gog. 1616 Also the name of the city shall be Hamonah.
Thus they shall cleanse the land.

1717 As for you, son of man, thus says the Lord GOD :
Speak to every kind of fowl and to every beast of the
field: Assemble and come. Gather on every side to My
sacrifice that I sacrifice for you, even a great sacrifice
upon the mountains of Israel, that you may eat flesh
and drink blood. 1818 You shall eat the flesh of the
mighty and drink the blood of the officials of the earth
as though ofthough of rams, of lambs, and of goats, of bulls, all
of them fatlings of Bashan. 1919 You shall eat fat until you
are full and drink blood until you are drunk from My
sacrifice which I have sacrificed for you. 2020 Thus you
shall be filled at My table with horses and chariots,
with mighty men, and with all the men of war, says the
Lord GOD .

2121 I will set My glory among the nations, and all the
nations shall see My judgment that I have executed,
and My hand that I have laid upon them. 2222 So the
house of Israel shall know that I am the LORD their
God from that day and forward. 2323 The nations shall
know that the house of Israel went into captivity for
their iniquity because they trespassed against Me, and
I hid My face from them. And I gave them into the
hand of their enemies, and all of them fell by the
sword. 2424 According to their uncleanness and accord-
ing to their transgressions, I have done to them and
hid My face from them.

The RestorThe Restoration of Isration of Israelael
2525 Therefore thus says the Lord GOD : Now I will re-

store the fortunes of Jacob and have mercy on the
whole house of Israel and will be jealous for My holy
name. 2626 They shall forget their shame and all their
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trespasses by which they have trespassed against Me
when they lived safely in their land and no one made
them afraid. 2727 When I have brought them back from
the peoples and gathered them out of the lands of
their enemies, then I shall be sanctified in them in the
sight of many nations. 2828 Then they shall know that I
am the LORD their God who caused them to be led in-
to captivity among the nations, and then gathered
them again to their own land and have left none of
them there anymore. 2929 Nor will I hide My face from
them anymore. For I will have poured out My Spirit on
the house of Israel, says the Lord GOD .

The Vision of the NeThe Vision of the New Tw Templeemple

In the twenty-fifth year of our captivity, in the
beginning of the year, on the tenth day of the

month, in the fourteenth year after the city was struck,
on that very day the hand of the LORD was upon me
and He brought me there. 22 In the visions of God He
brought me into the land of Israel and set me upon a
very high mountain, on which was as the frame of a
city on the south. 33 He brought me there, and there
was a man whose appearance was like the appearance
of bronze, with a line of flax and a measuring reed in
his hand. And he stood in the gate. 44 The man said to
me, “Son of man, look with your eyes, and hear with
your ears, and set your heart on all that I shall show
you. For you have been brought here to show it to
you. Declare all that you see to the house of Israel.”

The East GateThe East Gate
55 There was a wall all around the outside of the tem-

ple. In the man’s hand was a measuring reed of six cu-
bits †† long, each being a cubit and a handbreadth. †††† So
he measured the width of the building, one reed. And
the height, one reed.

66 Then he went to the gateway facing east; and he
went up its stairs and measured the threshold of the
gate, which was one reed wide. And the other thresh-
old of the gate was one reed wide. 77 Every little cham-
ber was one reed long and one reed wide. And be-
tween the little chambers were five cubits. ‡‡ And the
threshold of the gate by the vestibule of the inside
gate was one reed.

88 He measured also the vestibule of the gate within,
one reed. 99 Then he measured the vestibule of the
gate, eight cubits. ‡†‡† And its posts, two cubits. ‡‡‡‡ And
the vestibule of the gate was the inner end.

1010 The little chambers of the gate eastward were
three on this side and three on that side. The three
were of one measurement. And the posts had one
measure on this side and on that side. 1111 He measured
the width of the entrance of the gate, ten cubits, ‡‡†‡‡†

† About 11 feet, or 3.2 meters. The long cubit of about 21 inch-
es, or about 53 centimeters is used throughout ch. 40–48. ††
About 3 inches, or 7.5 centimeters. ‡ About 83/4 feet, or 2.7 me-
ters; and in v. 48. ‡† About 14 feet, or 4.2 meters. ‡‡ About 31/2
feet, or 1 meter. ‡‡† About 18 feet, or 5.3 meters.

and the length of the gate, thirteen cubits. ‡‡‡‡‡‡1212 The
space also before the little chambers was one cubit §§

on this side, and the space was one cubit on that side.
And the little chambers were six cubits on this side,
and six cubits on that side. 1313 He measured then the
gate from the roof of one little chamber to the roof of
another; the width was twenty-five cubits, §†§† door
against door. 1414 He measured the posts, sixty cubits, §††§††

even to the post of the court all around the gate.
1515 From the face of the gate of the entrance to the face
of the vestibule of the inner gate was fifty cubits.
§‡§‡1616 There were narrow windows in the little chambers
and in their posts inside the gate all around, and like-
wise in the vestibules. And windows were all around
inside. And on each post were palm tree ornaments.

The Outer CourtThe Outer Court
1717 Then he brought me into the outer court, and

there were chambers and a pavement made all
around the court. Thirty chambers were on the pave-
ment. 1818 The pavement was by the side of the gates,
corresponding to the length of the gates; this was the
lower pavement. 1919 Then he measured the width from
the front of the lower gate to the outer front of the in-
ner court, a hundred cubits §‡†§‡† eastward and north-
ward.

The North GateThe North Gate
2020 As for the gate of the outer court that faced north,

he measured its length and its width. 2121 Its little cham-
bers, three on this side and three on that side, its
posts, and its arches had the same measurements as
the first gate; its length was fifty cubits, and its width
twenty-five cubits. 2222 Its windows, and those of its
arches, and its palm trees had the same measure-
ments as the gate facing east. Seven steps led up to it;
and its arches were in front of it. 2323 The gate of the in-
ner court was opposite the gate on the north, as on
the east. And he measured from gate to gate, a hun-
dred cubits.

The South GateThe South Gate
2424 After that he brought me toward the south, and

there was a gate facing south. And he measured its
posts and its arches according to these same mea-
surements. 2525 There were windows in it and in its arch-
es all around like those windows. The length was fifty
cubits, and the width twenty-five cubits. 2626 There were
seven steps to go up to it, and its arches were before
them. And it had palm tree ornaments, one on this
side, and another on that side on its posts. 2727 There
was a gate in the inner court facing south. And he

‡‡‡ About 18 feet wide and 23 feet long, or 5.3 meters wide and
6.9 meters long. § About 21 inches, or about 53 centimeters. §†
About 44 feet, or 13 meters; and in vv. 21, 25, 29, 30, 33, and 36.
§†† About 105 feet, or 32 meters. §‡ About 88 feet, or 27 me-
ters; and in vv. 21, 25, 29, 33, and 36. §‡† About 175 feet, or 53
meters; and in vv. 23, 27, and 47.
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measured from gate to gate toward the south, a hun-
dred cubits.

The Inner CourtThe Inner Court
2828 He brought me to the inner court by the south

gate. And he measured the south gate according to
these same measurements. 2929 And its little chambers
and its posts and its arches were according to these
same measurements. And there were windows in it
and in its arches all around. It was fifty cubits long and
twenty-five cubits wide. 3030 The arches all around were
twenty-five cubits long and five cubits wide. 3131 Its arch-
es faced the outer court. And palm tree ornaments
were on its posts. And its staircase had eight steps.

3232 He brought me into the inner court facing east.
And he measured the gate according to these same
measurements. 3333 Its little chambers and its posts and
its arches were according to these same measure-
ments. And there were windows in it and in its arches
all around. It was fifty cubits †† long and twenty-five cu-
bits wide. 3434 Its arches faced the outer court. And palm
tree ornaments were on its posts, on this side and on
that side. And its staircase had eight steps.

3535 He brought me to the north gate and measured it
according to these same measurements; 3636 its little
chambers, its posts, and its arches, and it had win-
dows all around: the length was fifty cubits, and the
width twenty-five cubits. 3737 Its posts faced the outer
court. And palm tree ornaments were on its posts, on
this side and on that side. And its staircase had eight
steps.

Chambers for WChambers for Washing the Sacrificeashing the Sacrifice
3838 The chambers and its entrance were by the posts

of the gates where they washed the burnt offering.
3939 In the vestibule of the gate were two tables on this
side and two tables on that side, to slay on it the burnt
offering and the sin offering and the trespass offering.
4040 On the outside of the vestibulevestibule , as one goes up to
the entrance of the north gate, were two tables. And
on the other side of the vestibule of the gate were two
tables. 4141 Four tables were on this side and four tables
on that side by the side of the gate, eight tables on
which they slaughtered their sacrificestheir sacrifices . 4242 The four ta-
bles were of hewn stone for the burnt offering, of a
cubit and a half long, and a cubit and a half wide, and
one cubit high. †††† On which also they laid the instru-
ments with which they slaughtered the burnt offering
and the sacrifice. 4343 Within were hooks, a handbreadth
wide, ‡‡ fastened all around. And on the tables was the
flesh of the offering.

† About 88 feet, or 27 meters. †† About 22/3 feet long and
wide and 21 inches high, or 80 centimeters long and wide and 53
centimeters high. ‡ About 31/2 inches, or 9 centimeters.

Chambers for the Singers and PriestsChambers for the Singers and Priests
4444 Outside the inner gate were the chambers for the

singers in the inner court, one at the side of the north
gate facing south, the other at the side of the east
gate facing north. 4545 He said to me, “This chamber that
faces south is for the priests who have charge of the
temple. 4646 The chamber that faces north is for the
priests who have charge of the altar. These are the
sons of Zadok among the sons of Levi, who come near
to the LORD to minister to Him.”

4747 So he measured the court, a hundred cubits long,
and a hundred cubits wide, foursquare. And the altar
was before the temple.

The VThe Vestibule of the Testibule of the Templeemple
4848 Then he brought me to the vestibule of the temple

and measured each post of the vestibule, five cubits ‡†‡†

on this side, and five cubits on that side. And the width
of the gate was three cubits ‡‡‡‡ on this side and three
cubits on that side. 4949 The length of the vestibule was
twenty cubits ‡‡†‡‡† and the width eleven cubits. ‡‡‡‡‡‡ And he
brought me by the steps whereby they went up to it.
And there were pillars by the posts, one on this side
and another on that side.

The Inner TThe Inner Templeemple

Afterward he brought me to the temple and
measured the posts, six cubits §§ wide on the one

side and six cubits wide on the other side, which was
the width of the tabernacle. 22 The width of the door
was ten cubits. §†§† And the sides of the door were five
cubits §††§†† on the one side and five cubits on the other
side. And he measured its length, forty cubits, and the
width, twenty cubits. §‡§‡

33 Then he went inward and measured the post of the
door, two cubits, §‡†§‡† and the door, six cubits, and the
width of the door, seven cubits. §†§†44 So he measured its
length, twenty cubits. And before the temple, the
width was twenty cubits. And he said to me, “This is
the Most Holy Place.”

55 Afterward he measured the wall of the temple, six
cubits, and the width of every side chamber, four cu-
bits, §‡§‡ all around the temple on every side. 66 The side
chambers were in three stories, one above the other,
thirty in each story. There were offsets all around to
serve as supports for the side chambers, so that they
should not be supported by the wall of the temple.
77 The side chambers became wider with each succes-
sive story going up because the structures went up all

‡† About 8.75 feet or 2.7 meters. ‡‡ About 51/4 feet, or 1.6
meters. ‡‡† About 35 feet, or 11 meters. ‡‡‡ About 19.25 feet,
or 5.9 meters. § About 11 feet, or 3.2 meters; and in vv. 3, 5, and
8. §† About 18 feet, or 5.3 meters. §†† About 83/4 feet, or 2.7
meters; and in vv. 9, 11, and 12. §‡ About 70 feet long and 35 feet
wide, or 21 meters long and 11 meters wide. §‡† About 31/2 feet,
or 1.1 meters; and in v. 22. §† About 12 feet, or 3.7 meters. §‡
About 7 feet, or 2.1 meters.
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around the temple. Therefore the width of the temple
increased going upwards and thus one went up from
the lowest to the highest level through the middle lev-
el.

88 I saw also the height all around the temple. The
foundations of the side chambers were a full reed of
six great cubits. 99 The thickness of the wall of the side
chambers was five cubits. And that which was left was
the place of the side chambers that were within. 1010 Be-
tween the chambers was the wideness of twenty cu-
bits all around the temple on every side. 1111 The doors
of the side chambers opened onto the open place, one
door toward the north and another door toward the
south. And the width of the open place was five cubits
all around.

1212 Now the building that was facing the separate yard
on the west side was seventy cubits †† wide. And the
wall of the building was five cubits thick all around,
and its length ninety cubits. ††††

1313 So he measured the temple, a hundred cubits
long; and the separate yard and the building with its
walls, a hundred cubits long; ‡‡1414 also the width of the
eastern face of the temple and the separate yard was
a hundred cubits.

1515 Then he measured the length of the building fac-
ing the yard at the west, together with its galleries on
either side, one hundred cubits with the nave of the
temple and the porches of the court, 1616 the doorposts
and the narrow windows. The galleries all around their
three stories opposite the threshold were paneled
with wood from the ground to the windows (the win-
dows were covered), 1717 from the space above the door,
even to the inner room, as well as outside, and on
every wall all around, inside and outside, by measure.
1818 It was made with cherubim and palm trees, so that a
palm tree was between cherub and cherub. And every
cherub had two faces, 1919 so that the face of a man was
toward the palm tree on the one side, and the face of
a young lion toward the palm tree on the other side. It
was made throughout the temple all round. 2020 From
the ground to the top of the door and on the wall of
the nave, cherubim and palm trees were carved.

2121 The posts of the temple and the face of the sanctu-
ary were squared. The appearance of the one was as
the appearance of the other. 2222 The altar of wood was
three cubits ‡†‡† high, and its length two cubits. And its
corners and its length and its walls were of wood. And
he said to me, “This is the table that is before the
LORD .” 2323 The temple and the sanctuary had two
doors. 2424 The doors had two leaves apiece, two turning
leaves. Two leaves were for the one door, and two
leaves for the other door. 2525 There were made on
them, on the doors of the temple, cherubim and palm
trees like those made on the walls. And there were
thick planks on the front of the vestibule outside.

† About 123 feet, or 37 meters. †† About 158 feet, or 48 me-
ters. ‡ About 175 feet, or 53 meters; and in vv. 14 and 15. ‡†
About 51/4 feet, or 1.5 meters.

2626 There were beveled windows and palm trees on
both sides, on the sides of the vestibule; thus were the
side chambers of the temple and the thresholds.

The Chambers for the PriestsThe Chambers for the Priests

Then he brought me out into the outer court,
toward the north; and he brought me into the

chamber that was opposite the separate yard and
which was opposite the building on the north. 22 Before
the length of a hundred cubits was the north door,
and the width was fifty cubits. ‡‡‡‡33 Opposite the twenty
cubits ‡‡†‡‡† that belonged to the inner court, and oppo-
site the pavement that belonged to the outer court,
was gallery against gallery in three stories. 44 In front of
the chambers was a passage on the inner side, ten cu-
bits wide and one hundrhundreded cubits ‡‡‡‡‡‡ deep; and their
doors faced north. 55 Now the upper chambers were
shorter. For the galleries were higher than these, than
the lower and the middle ones of the building. 66 For
they were in three stories, but had no pillars as the pil-
lars of the courts. Therefore the building was set back
more than the lowest and the middle ones from the
ground. 77 And a wall that was outside was parallel to
the chambers, toward the outer court, opposite the
chambers; its length was fifty cubits. 88 For the length
of the chambers that were in the outer court was fifty
cubits. And the length of those before the temple was
a hundred cubits. 99 From under these chambers was
the entrance on the east side as one goes into them
from the outer court.

1010 The chambers were in the thickness of the wall of
the court toward the east, opposite the separate yard
and opposite the building, 1111 with a passage in front of
them; they were like the appearance of the chambers
which were toward the north, of the same length and
width. And all their exits and arrangements were ac-
cording to plan. 1212 Corresponding to the doors of the
chambers that were facing south was a door at the
head of the passage way, the passage way directly in
front of the wall toward the east.

1313 Then he said to me, “The north chambers and the
south chambers, which are before the separate place,
are the holy chambers where the priests who ap-
proach the LORD shall eat the most holy offerings.
There they shall lay the most holy offerings—the grain
offering, the sin offering, and the guilt offering—for
the place is holy. 1414 When the priests enter it, then they
shall not go out of the holy place into the outer court,
but there they shall lay their garments in which they
minister, for they are holy. And they shall put on other
garments, and shall approach those things which are
for the people.”

1515 Now when he had made an end of measuring the
inner temple, he brought me out by the gate that
faces east, and measured it all around. 1616 He measured

‡‡ About 175 feet long and 88 feet wide, or 53 meters long and
27 meters wide. ‡‡† About 35 feet, or 11 meters. ‡‡‡ About 18
feet wide and 175 feet long, or 5.3 meters wide and 53 meters long.
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the east side with the measuring reed, five hundred
cubits †† with the measuring reed all around. 1717 He mea-
sured the north side with the measuring reed round
about, five hundred reeds. 1818 He measured the south
side with the measuring reed, five hundred reeds.
1919 He turned about to the west side and measured five
hundred reeds with the measuring reed. 2020 He mea-
sured it by the four sides. It had a wall all around, five
hundred reeds long and five hundred wide, †††† to make
a separation between the sanctuary and the profane
place.

God’God’s Glory Returns to the Ts Glory Returns to the Templeemple

Afterward he brought me to the gate, the gate
facing east. 22 And the glory of the God of Israel

came from the way of the east. And His voice was like
a noise of many waters. And the earth shone with His
glory. 33 It was according to the appearance of the vi-
sion which I saw, even according to the vision that I
saw, when He came to destroy the city. And the visions
were like the vision that I saw by the River Kebar. And I
fell upon my face. 44 The glory of the LORD came into
the temple by the way of the gate facing east. 55 So the
Spirit took me up and brought me into the inner court.
And the glory of the LORD filled the temple.

66 Then I heard one speaking to me out of the temple.
And a man stood by me. 77 He said to me: Son of man,
this is the place of My throne and the place of the
soles of My feet, where I will dwell in the midst of the
sons of Israel forever. And My holy name shall the
house of Israel defile no more, nor they nor their kings
by their harlotry, nor by the corpses of their kings
when they die. 88 By setting their threshold by My
threshold and their post by My posts and the wall be-
tween Me and them, they have even defiled My holy
name by their abominations that they have commit-
ted. Therefore I have consumed them in My anger.
99 Now let them put away their harlotry and the corpses
of their kings far from Me, and I will dwell in their
midst forever.

1010 As for you, son of man, describe the temple to the
house of Israel, that they may be ashamed of their in-
iquities. And let them measure the pattern. 1111 If they
are ashamed of all that they have done, show them
the design of the temple and its fashion and exits and
its entrances and all its forms and all its ordinances
and all its laws. And write it in their sight so that they
may keep its whole form and all its ordinances and do
them.

1212 This is the law of the temple: The whole territory
on the top of the mountain all around shall be most
holy. This is the law of the temple.

† Five hundred cubits equal about 875 feet, or 265 meters; and
in vv. 17, 18, and 19. †† Five hundred cubits equal about 875 feet,
or 265 meters.

The Altar RestorThe Altar Restoreded
1313 These are the measurements of the altar by cubits

‡‡ (the cubit is a cubit and a handbreadth): The base
shall be a cubit, and the width a cubit, and its border
by its edge all around shall be a span. ‡†‡† And this shall
be the height of the altar: 1414 From the bottom on the
ground even to the lower ledge shall be two cubits,
and the width one cubit. ‡‡‡‡ And from the lesser ledge
even to the greater ledge shall be four cubits, and the
width one cubit. ‡‡†‡‡†1515 So the altar shall be four cubits.
And from the altar and upward shall be four horns.
1616 The altar hearth shall be twelve cubits long by
twelve wide, ‡‡‡‡‡‡ square in its four corners. 1717 The ledge
shall be fourteen cubits §§ long and fourteen wide in
the four squares. And the border about it shall be half
a cubit. §†§† And its bottom shall be a cubit all around.
And its stairs shall face east.

1818 He said to me: Son of man, thus says the Lord GOD
: These are the ordinances of the altar in the day when
they shall make it to offer burnt offerings on it and to
sprinkle blood on it. 1919 You shall give to the priests the
Levites that are of the seed of Zadok who approach
Me to minister to Me, says the Lord GOD , a young bull
as a sin offering. 2020 You shall take of its blood and put
it on its four horns, and on the four corners of the
ledge and on the rim all around. Thus you shall
cleanse and purge it. 2121 You shall take the bull also of
the sin offering, and it shall be burned in the appoint-
ed place of the temple, outside the sanctuary.

2222 On the second day you shall offer a male goat
without blemish as a sin offering. And they shall
cleanse the altar as they cleansed it with the bull.
2323 When you have made an end of cleansing it, you
shall offer a young bull without blemish and a ram out
of the flock without blemish. 2424 You shall offer them
before the LORD , and the priests shall cast salt on
them, and they shall offer them up as a burnt offering
to the LORD .

2525 For seven days you shall prepare every day a goat
as a sin offering. They shall also prepare a young bull
and a ram out of the flock, without blemish. 2626 For sev-
en days they shall purge the altar and purify it. So they
shall consecrate it. 2727 When they have completed the
days, it shall be that on the eighth day and forward,
the priests shall present your burnt offerings and your
peace offerings upon the altar. And I will accept you,
says the Lord GOD .

The East Gate for the PrinceThe East Gate for the Prince

Then he brought me back to the gate of the
outer sanctuary, which faces east. And it was

‡ About 21 inches, or 53 centimeters; and in vv. 14 and 17. ‡†
About 11 inches, or 27 centimeters. ‡‡ About 31/2 feet high and
13/4 feet wide, or 105 centimeters high and 53 centimeters wide.
‡‡† About 7 feet high and 13/4 feet wide, or 2.1 meters high and
53 centimeters wide. ‡‡‡ About 21 feet, or 6.4 meters. § About
25 feet, or 7.4 meters. §† About 11 inches, or 27 centimeters.

EZEKIEL 42:17 622 EZEKIEL 43:27



4545

shut. 22 Then the LORD said to me: This gate shall be
shut; it shall not be opened, and no man shall enter by
it. Because the LORD , the God of Israel, has entered
by it, therefore it shall be shut. 33 As for the prince, he
shall sit in it as prince to eat bread before the LORD .
He shall enter by the way of the vestibule of the gate
and shall go out by the same way.

44 Then he brought me by the way of the north gate
before the temple. And I looked, and the glory of the
LORD filled the house of the LORD , and I fell upon my
face.

55 The LORD said to me: Son of man, mark well, and
see with your eyes and hear with your ears all that I
say to you concerning all the ordinances of the house
of the LORD and all its laws. And mark well those who
may enter the house, with all exits of the sanctuary.
66 You shall say to the rebellious, even to the house of
Israel, Thus says the Lord GOD : O house of Israel, let
all your abominations suffice; 77 you brought foreigners
into My sanctuary, uncircumcised in heart and uncir-
cumcised in flesh, to be in My sanctuary to pollute it,
even My house, when you offered My food, the fat and
the blood. For they have broken My covenant because
of all your abominations. 88 You have not kept the
charge of My holy things. But you have set foreigners
to keep charge of My sanctuary. 99 Thus says the Lord
GOD : No foreigner, uncircumcised in heart nor uncir-
cumcised in flesh, shall enter into My sanctuary, of any
foreigner who is among the sons of Israel.

Laws for the PriestsLaws for the Priests
1010 But the Levites who have gone far from Me when

Israel went astray, who went astray away from Me af-
ter their idols, they shall bear the punishment of their
iniquity. 1111 Yet they shall be ministers in My sanctuary,
having charge at the gates of the house and minister-
ing to the house. They shall slay the burnt offering and
the sacrifice for the people, and they shall stand be-
fore them to minister to them. 1212 Because they minis-
tered to them before their idols and caused the house
of Israel to fall into iniquity, therefore I have lifted up
My hand against them, says the Lord GOD , that they
shall bear the punishment of their iniquity. 1313 They
shall not come near to Me to do the office of a priest
to Me, nor to come near to any of My holy things in
the Most Holy Place. But they shall bear their shame
and their abominations which they have committed.
1414 But I will make them keepers of the charge of the
temple for all its service and for all that shall be done
in it.

1515 But the Levitical priests, the sons of Zadok, who
kept the charge of My sanctuary when the sons of Is-
rael went astray from Me, they shall come near to Me
to minister to Me, and they shall stand before Me to
offer to Me the fat and the blood, says the Lord GOD .
1616 They shall enter My sanctuary, and they shall come
near to My table to minister to Me, and they shall keep
My charge.

1717 It shall come to pass that when they enter at the
gates of the inner court, they shall be clothed with
linen garments. And no wool shall come upon them
while they minister in the gates of the inner court, and
within. 1818 They shall have linen turbans on their heads
and shall have linen breeches on their loins. They shall
not gird themselves with anything that causesanything that causes sweat.
1919 When they go out into the outer court, even into the
outer court to the people, they shall put off their gar-
ments in which they ministered and lay them in the
holy chambers, and they shall put on other garments.
And they shall not sanctify the people with their gar-
ments.

2020 Nor shall they shave their heads, nor suffer their
locks to grow long. They shall only trim the hair of
their heads. 2121 Nor shall any priest drink wine when
they enter the inner court. 2222 Nor shall they take for
their wives a widow, nor her who has been put away.
But they shall take maidens of the seed of the house
of Israel, or a widow who had a priest before. 2323 They
shall teach My people the difference between the holy
and profane, and cause them to discern between the
unclean and the clean.

2424 In controversy they shall stand in judgment. And
they shall judge it according to My judgments. And
they shall keep My laws and My statutes in all My as-
semblies. And they shall hallow My Sabbaths.

2525 They shall not go to a dead person to defile them-
selves. But for father, or for mother, or for son, or for
daughter, for brother, or for sister that has had no
husband, they may defile themselves. 2626 After he is
cleansed, they shall reckon to him seven days. 2727 In the
day that he goes into the sanctuary, to the inner court,
to minister in the sanctuary, he shall offer his sin offer-
ing, says the Lord GOD .

2828 It shall be to them for an inheritance. I am their in-
heritance. And you shall give them no possession in Is-
rael. I am their possession. 2929 They shall eat the grain
offering and the sin offering and the guilt offering.
And every dedicated thing in Israel shall be theirs.
3030 The first of all the first fruits of all things and every
oblation of all of every sort of your oblations shall be
the priest’s. You shall also give to the priest the first of
your dough to cause a blessing to rest in your house.
3131 The priests shall not eat any bird or beast that has
died naturally or was torn to pieces.

The Holy DistrictThe Holy District

Moreover, when you divide by lot the land for
inheritance, you shall offer an allotment to the

LORD , a holy portion of the land. The length shall be
the length of twenty-five thousand cubits, †† and the
width shall be twenty thousand. †††† It shall be holy
throughout its territory all around. 22 Of this there shall
be a square plot for the sanctuary, five hundred by five
hundred cubits, ‡‡ with fifty cubits ‡†‡† for an open space

† About 8 miles, or 13 kilometers; and in vv. 3, 5, and 6. ††
About 61/2 miles, or 11 kilometers.
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around it. 33 Of this measure you shall measure the
length of twenty-five thousand cubits and the width of
ten thousand cubits. †† And in it shall be the sanctuary,
the Most Holy Place. 44 The holy portion of the land
shall be for the priests, the ministers of the sanctuary,
who shall come near to minister to the LORD . And it
shall be a place for their houses and a holy place for
the sanctuary. 55 An area twenty-five thousand cubits in
length and ten thousand in width shall be for the
Levites, the ministers of the temple, and for their pos-
session cities in which to dwell.

66 You shall appoint the possession of the city five
thousand cubits †††† wide and twenty-five thousand cu-
bits long adjacent to the allotment of the holy portion.
It shall be for the whole house of Israel.

The Portion for the PrinceThe Portion for the Prince
77 A portion shall be for the prince on the one side

and on the other side of the holy allotment and prop-
erty of the city, adjacent to the holy allotment and the
property of the city, from the west side westward and
from the east side eastward. And the length shall cor-
respond to one of the tribaltribal portions, from the west
border to the east border. 88 In the land shall be his
possession in Israel. And My officials shall no more op-
press My people. And the rthe rest ofest of the land they shall
give to the house of Israel according to their tribes.

Laws GoLaws Governing the Princeverning the Prince
99 Thus says the Lord GOD : Let it suffice you officials

of Israel. Remove violence and destruction, and exe-
cute justice and righteousness. Take away your exac-
tions from My people, says the Lord GOD . 1010 You shall
have just balances and a just ephah ‡‡ and a just bath.
‡†‡†1111 The ephah and the bath shall be of one measure so
that the bath may contain the tenth part of a homer, ‡‡‡‡

and the ephah the tenth part of a homer. Their mea-
sure shall be after the homer. 1212 The shekel ‡‡†‡‡† shall be
twenty gerahs. ‡‡‡‡‡‡ Twenty shekels, twenty-five shekels,
and fifteen shekels shall be your mina. §§

1313 This is the offering that you shall offer: the sixth
part of an ephah §†§† of a homer of wheat, and you shall
give the sixth part of an ephah §††§†† of a homer of barley.
1414 Concerning the ordinance of oil that is the bath of
oil, you shall offer the tenth part of a bath §‡§‡ out of the
kor, §‡†§‡† which is a homer or ten baths, for ten baths are
a homer. 1515 And one lamb shall be out of the flock, out

‡ About 875 feet, or 265 meters. ‡† About 88 feet, or 27 me-
ters. † About 31/3 miles, or 5.3 kilometers. †† About 12/3 miles,
or 2.7 kilometers. ‡ An ephah was a dry measure of about 3/5
bushel, or 22 liters. ‡† A bath was a liquid measure of about 6 gal-
lons, or 22 liters. ‡‡ In dry measure, six bushels or 220 liters; in
liquid measure, 60 gallons or 220 liters. ‡‡† A shekel weighed
about 2/5 ounce, or 12 grams. ‡‡‡ Weighs 1/20 of a shekel. §
Sixty shekels equals about 11/2 pounds, or 690 grams. The common
mina was 50 shekels. §† Likely about 6 pounds, or 2.7 kilograms.
§†† Likely about 5 pounds, or 2.3 kilograms. §‡ About 21/2
quarts, or 2.2 liters. §‡† Equals a homer in liquid measure, 60 gal-
lons or 220 liters.

of two hundred, out of the watering places of Israel, as
a grain offering and as a burnt offering and for peace
offerings, to make reconciliation for them, says the
Lord GOD . 1616 All the people of the land shall give this
offering for the prince in Israel. 1717 It shall be the
prince’s part to give burnt offerings and grain offer-
ings and drink offerings in the feasts and in the New
Moons and in the Sabbaths, in all solemnities of the
house of Israel. He shall prepare the sin offering and
the grain offering and the burnt offering and the
peace offerings, to make reconciliation for the house
of Israel.

Observing the FeastsObserving the Feasts
1818 Thus says the Lord GOD : In the first monthmonth , on

the first day of the month, you shall take a young bull
without blemish and cleanse the sanctuary. 1919 And the
priest shall take some of the blood of the sin offering
and put it on the doorposts of the temple and on the
four corners of the ledge of the altar and on the
gateposts of the inner court. 2020 So you shall do the sev-
enth day of the month for everyone who errs and for
him who is naive. So you shall make atonement for the
temple.

2121 In the first monthmonth , on the fourteenth day of the
month, you shall have the Passover, a feast of seven
days. Unleavened bread shall be eaten. 2222 On that day
the prince shall prepare for himself and for all the peo-
ple of the land a bull as a sin offering. 2323 For seven
days of the feast he shall prepare a burnt offering to
the LORD , seven bulls and seven rams without blem-
ish daily for the seven days, and a male of the goats
daily as a sin offering. 2424 He shall prepare a grain offer-
ing of an ephah for a bull and an ephah for a ram and
a hin §†§† of oil for an ephah.

2525 In the seventh monthmonth , on the fifteenth day of the
month, he shall do the like in the feast of the seven
days, according to the sin offering, according to the
burnt offering, and according to the grain offering,
and according to the oil.

The Prince and the FeastsThe Prince and the Feasts

Thus says the Lord GOD : The gate of the inner
court that faces east shall be shut the six work-

ing days. But on the Sabbath it shall be opened, and in
the day of the New Moon it shall be opened. 22 The
prince shall enter by the way of the vestibule of that
gate from outside, and shall stand by the post of the
gate, and the priests shall prepare his burnt offering
and his peace offerings, and he shall worship at the
threshold of the gate. Then he shall go out. But the
gate shall not be shut until the evening. 33 Likewise the
people of the land shall worship at the door of this
gate before the LORD in the Sabbaths and in the New
Moons. 44 The burnt offering that the prince shall offer
to the LORD in the Sabbath day shall be six lambs

§† About 1 gallon, or 3.8 liters.
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without blemish and a ram without blemish. 55 The
grain offering shall be an ephah †† for a ram and the
grain offering for the lambs as he shall be able to give
and a hin †††† of oil to an ephah. 66 In the day of the New
Moon it shall beit shall be a young bull without blemish and six
lambs and a ram. They shall be without blemish. 77 He
shall prepare a grain offering, an ephah ‡‡ for a bull and
an ephah for a ram, and for the lambs according as his
hand shall attain to, and a hin of oil to an ephah.
88 When the prince enters, he shall go in by the way of
the vestibule of that gate, and he shall go out the
same way.

99 But when the people of the land shall come before
the LORD in the solemn feasts, he who enters by the
way of the north gate to worship shall go out by way
of the south gate. And he who enters by the way of
the south gate shall go out by way of the north gate.
He shall not return by way of the gate by which he en-
tered, but shall go out the opposite gate. 1010 The prince
shall be in their midst. When they enter, he shall enter;
and when they go out, he shall go out.

1111 At the feasts and the appointed festivals the grain
offering shall be an ephah ‡†‡† for a bull, and an ephah
for a ram, and with the lambs as much as he is able to
give, together with a hin of oil for an ephah. 1212 Now
when the prince prepares a voluntary burnt offering
or voluntary peace offering to the LORD , the gate fac-
ing east shall be opened for him; and he shall prepare
his burnt offering and his peace offerings as he did on
the Sabbath day. Then he shall go out. And after he
goes out, the gate shall be shut.

1313 You shall daily prepare a burnt offering to the
LORD of a lamb of the first year without blemish. You
shall prepare it every morning. 1414 You shall prepare a
grain offering for it every morning, the sixth part of an
ephah, ‡‡‡‡ and the third part of a hin ‡‡†‡‡† of oil to temper
with the fine flour, a grain offering continually by a
perpetual ordinance to the LORD . 1515 Thus they shall
prepare the lamb and the grain offering and the oil
every morning as a continual burnt offering.

Inheritance Laws for the PrinceInheritance Laws for the Prince
1616 Thus says the Lord GOD : If the prince gives a gift

out of his inheritance to any of his sons, it will belong
to his sons. It is their possession by inheritance. 1717 But
if he gives a gift out of his inheritance to one of his
servants, it will be his until the year of liberty. Then it
will revert to the prince. His inheritance will be only his
sons. It will belong to them. 1818 Moreover the prince
shall not take of the people’s inheritance by oppres-
sion to thrust them out of their possession. But he
shall give his sons inheritance out of his own posses-
sion so that My people not be scattered, every man
from his possession.

† Likely about 35 pounds, or 16 kilograms. †† About 1 gallon,
or 3.8 liters. ‡ Likely about 35 pounds, or 16 kilograms. ‡† Like-
ly about 35 pounds, or 16 kilograms. ‡‡ Likely about 6 pounds, or
2.7 kilograms. ‡‡† About 11/2 quarts, or 1.3 liters.

PrPrepareparations for the Offeringsations for the Offerings
1919 Then he brought me through the entrance, which

was at the side of the gate, into the holy chambers of
the priests which face toward the north. And there was
a place at the extreme westward end of them. 2020 Then
he said to me, “This is the place where the priests shall
boil the guilt offering and the sin offering, and where
they shall bake the grain offering so that they not bear
them out into the outer court, to sanctify the people.”

2121 Then he brought me out into the outer court and
caused me to pass by the four corners of the court.
And in every corner of the court therthere wase was a court.
2222 In the four corners of the court there were courts
joined of forty cubits long and thirty wide. ‡‡‡‡‡‡ These
four corners were of one measurement. 2323 There was a
row of masonrymasonry all around in them, all around the four
of them; and it was made with hearths at the bottom
of the rows all around. 2424 Then he said to me, “These
are the boiling places where the ministers of the tem-
ple shall boil the sacrifices of the people.”

The River FloThe River Flowing Frwing From the Tom the Templeemple

Then he brought me back to the door of the
temple; and water was flowing out from under

the threshold of the temple eastward, for the front of
the temple faced east; the water was flowing down
from under from the right side of the temple, south of
the altar. 22 Then he brought me out by way of the
north gate, and led me around on the outside to the
outer gate that faces east; and the water was coming
out on the south side.

33 When the man who had the line in his hand went
eastward, he measured a thousand cubits, and he
brought me through the water; the water reached the
ankles. 44 Again he measured a thousand and brought
me through the water. The water reached the knees.
Again he measured a thousand and brought me
through the waterthe water . The water rreachedeached the loins. 55 Af-
terward he measured a thousand. And it was a river
that I could not pass over, for the water had risen,
enoughenough water to swim in, a river that could not be
passed over. 66 He said to me, “Son of man, have you
seen this?”

Then he brought me and caused me to return to the
brink of the river. 77 When I had returned I saw on the
bank of the river very many trees on the one side and
on the other. 88 Then he said to me, “This water flows
toward the eastern region and goes down into the val-
ley, and enters the sea. When it flows into the sea, the
water will become fresh. 99 Every living creature that
swarms, wherever the rivers go, will live. And there
shall be a very great multitude of fish, because these
waters shall come there and the others become fresh.
Thus everything shall live wherever the river comes.

‡‡‡ About 70 feet long and 53 feet wide, or 21 meters long and
16 meters wide.
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1010 It shall come to pass that the fishermen shall stand
upon it. From En Gedi even to En Eglaim there shall be
a place to spread out nets. Their fish shall be accord-
ing to their kinds, as the fish of the MediterrMediterraneananean
Sea, exceedingly many. 1111 But its miry places and its
marshes shall not be healed. They shall be given to
salt. 1212 By the river upon its bank, on this side and on
that side, shall grow all kinds ofkinds of trees for food, whose
leaf shall not fade nor shall its fruit fail. They shall
bring forth fruit according to their months, because
their water issues out of the sanctuary. And their fruit
shall be for food and their leaves for medicine.”

The BorThe Borders of the Landders of the Land
1313 Thus says the Lord GOD : This shall be the border

by which you shall divide the land for an inheritance
according to the twelve tribes of Israel. Joseph shallshall
have twohave two portions. 1414 You shall divide it for an inheri-
tance, one as equally as another. For I lifted up My
hand to give it to your fathers, and this land shall fall
to you for inheritance.

1515 This shall be the border of the land on the north:
from the Mediterranean Sea by the way of Hethlon as
men go to Zedad, 1616 Hamath, Berothah, Sibraim (which
lies between the border of Damascus and the border
of Hamath), to Hazar Hattikon, which is on the border
of Hauran. 1717 The border from the sea shall be Hazar
Enan at the border of Damascus, and on the north
northward is the border of Hamath. And this is the
north side.

1818 The east side, from Hauran and from Damascus
and from Gilead and the land of Israel, shall be the Jor-
dan. You shall measure from the northern border to
the eastern sea. And this is the east side.

1919 The south side, toward the Negev, shall run from
Tamar even to the waters of Meribah Kadesh, from
there along the brook of Egyptof Egypt to the MediterrMediterraneananean
Sea. This shall be the south side, toward the Negev.

2020 The west side also shall be the MediterrMediterraneananean Sea
from the southernsouthern border to a point opposite Lebo
Hamath. This is the west side.

2121 So you shall divide this land among you according
to the tribes of Israel. 2222 It shall come to pass that you
shall divide it by lot for an inheritance among your-
selves and among the aliens who sojourn among you,
who shall bear sons among you. And they shall be to
you as born in the country among the sons of Israel.
They shall have inheritance with you among the tribes
of Israel. 2323 It shall come to pass that in whatever tribe
the alien sojourns, there you shall give him his inheri-
tance, says the Lord GOD .

The Division of the LandThe Division of the Land

Now these are the names of the tribes: From
the north end beside the way of Hethlon as one

goes to Lebo Hamath, as far asas far as Hazar Enan at the bor-

der of Damascus northward beside Hamath going
from east to west, Dan, one portion;

22 by the border of Dan from the east side to the west
side, a portion for Asher;

33 by the border of Asher from the east side even to
the west side, a portion for Naphtali;

44 by the border of Naphtali from the east side to the
west side, a portion for Manasseh;

55 by the border of Manasseh from the east side to
the west side, a portion for Ephraim;

66 by the border of Ephraim from the east side even to
the west side, a portion for Reuben;

77 by the border of Reuben from the east side to the
west side, a portion for Judah;

88 by the border of Judah from the east side to the
west side shall be the allotment which you shall set
apart, twenty-five thousand cubits †† in width and in
length as one of the other parts, from the east side to
the west side. And the sanctuary shall be in the middle
of it.

99 The allotment that you shall set apart to the LORD
shall be twenty-five thousand cubits in length, and ten
thousand †††† in width.

1010 For them, even for the priests, shall be this holy al-
lotment, toward the north twenty-five thousand cubits
in length and toward the west ten thousand in width
and toward the east ten thousand in width and toward
the south twenty-five thousand cubits in length. And
the sanctuary of the LORD shall be in its midst. 1111 It
shall be for the priests who are sanctified of the sons
of Zadok, who have kept My charge, who did not go
astray when the sons of Israel went astray as the
Levites went astray. 1212 It shall be an allotment to them,
a thing most holy, the allotment of the land by the
border of the Levites.

1313 Opposite the border of the priests, the Levites
shall have twenty-five thousand cubits in length and
ten thousand in width. All the length shall be twenty-
five thousand cubits, and the width ten thousand.
1414 They shall not sell of it or exchange or alienate this
choice portion of the land, for it is holy to the LORD .

1515 The five thousand cubits ‡‡ in width that remain and
the twenty-five thousand in length shall be for com-
mon use for the city, for dwellings and for suburbs.
And the city shall be in the midst. 1616 These shall be its
measurements: the north side four thousand five hun-
dred cubits; ‡†‡† and the south side four thousand five
hundred cubits; and on the east side four thousand
five hundred cubits; and the west side four thousand
five hundred cubits. 1717 The suburbs of the city shall be:
to the north, two hundred and fifty cubits; ‡‡‡‡ to the
south, two hundred and fifty cubits; to the east, two
hundred and fifty cubits; and to the west, two hundred
and fifty cubits. 1818 The rest in length alongside the holy

† About 8 miles, or 13 kilometers; and in vv. 9, 10, 13, 15, 20,
and 21. †† About 31/3 miles, or 5.3 kilometers; and in vv. 10, 13,
and 18. ‡ About 12/3 miles, or 2.7 kilometers. ‡† About 11/2
miles, or 2.4 kilometers; and in vv. 30, 32, 33, and 34. ‡‡ About
440 feet, or 135 meters.
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portion shall be ten thousand cubits eastward and ten
thousand westward. And it shall be alongside the holy
portion. And its increase shall be for food to those
who serve the city. 1919 Those who serve the city, out of
all the tribes of Israel, shall cultivate it. 2020 All the allot-
ment shall be twenty-five thousand by twenty-five
thousand cubits. You shall set apart the holy allotment
foursquare, with the property of the city.

2121 The rest shall belong to the prince, on both sides
of the holy allotment and the city property, next to the
twenty-five thousand cubits of the allotment toward
the eastern border, and westward next to the twenty-
five thousand toward the western border, next to the
portions for the prince. And the holy allotment and the
sanctuary of the temple shall be in its midst. 2222 More-
over excluding the property of the Levites and the
property of the city, being in the midst of that which is
the prince’s, everything between the border of Judah
and the border of Benjamin shall be for the prince.

2323 As for the rest of the tribes, from the east side to
the west side, Benjamin shall haveshall have one portion.

2424 By the border of Benjamin from the east side to
the west side, Simeon shall haveshall have one portion.

2525 By the border of Simeon from the east side to the
west side, Issachar shall haveshall have one portion.

2626 By the border of Issachar from the east side to the
west side, Zebulun shall haveshall have one portion.

2727 By the border of Zebulun from the east side to the
west side, Gad shall haveshall have one portion.

2828 By the border of Gad at the south side southward
the border shall be even from Tamar to the waters of
Meribah Kadesh and to the brook of EgyptEgypt toward the
MediterrMediterraneananean Sea.

2929 This is the land which you shall divide by lot to the
tribes of Israel for inheritance, and these are their por-
tions, says the Lord GOD .

The Gates of the NeThe Gates of the New Cityw City
3030 These are the exits of the city on the north side,

four thousand five hundred cubits by measurement.
3131 The gates of the city shall be named after the tribes
of Israel, three gates northward: one gate of Reuben,
one gate of Judah, one gate of Levi.

3232 At the east side, four thousand five hundred cu-
bits, shall be three gates: one gate of Joseph, one gate
of Benjamin, one gate of Dan.

3333 At the south side, four thousand five hundred cu-
bits †† by measurement, shall be three gates: one gate
of Simeon, one gate of Issachar, one gate of Zebulun.

3434 At the west side, four thousand five hundred cu-
bits, shall be three gates: one gate of Gad, one gate of
Asher, one gate of Naphtali.

3535 The circumference shall beshall be eighteen thousand cu-
bits. ††††

And the name of the city from that day shall beshall be , The
LORD Is There.

† About 11/2 miles, or 2.4 kilometers. †† About 6 miles, or 9.5
kilometers.
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DDANIELANIEL
The book of Daniel was likely written between 540 and 530 BC. Jewish tradition attributes the authorship to
Daniel. Its theme is the rise and fall of kingdoms. Daniel was taken in his youth with other young men to Baby-
lon in the first deportation under Nebuchadnezzar in 605 BC. Chapters 1–6 are historical narrative as they doc-
ument events in the lives of Daniel and his friends, and as these men maintain their allegiance to and worship
of the God of Israel. More than once God supernaturally rescues them. Daniel excelled in wisdom, and soon
found favor among the members of Nebuchadnezzar’s court, and subsequently rose to a position of influence
and power. Many of Daniel’s apocalyptic visions and prophecies, found in chapters 7–12, have to do with judg-
ment and deliverance by a prince and an anointed one, respectively, who serve as precursors to the Messiah.
From the interpretation of dreams, to the familiar stories of the handwriting on the wall, the fiery furnace, and
the lions’ den, the continuing theme is God’s sovereignty over human affairs.

Daniel TDaniel Taken to Babaken to Babylonylon

In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of
Judah, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came to

Jerusalem and besieged it. 22 The Lord gave Jehoiakim
king of Judah into his hand, with part of the vessels of
the house of God, and he carried them into the land of
Shinar to the house of his god. And he brought the
vessels into the treasure house of his god.

33 The king spoke to Ashpenaz the master of his offi-
cials that he should bring some of the sons of Israel
and some of the king’s descendants and some of the
nobles, 44 youths in whom was no blemish, who were
handsome and skillful in every brbranch ofanch of wisdom and
gifted with understanding and discerning knowledge,
and such as had ability in them to serve in the king’s
palace, and whom they might teach the learning and
the language of the Chaldeans. 55 The king appointed
them a daily provision of the king’s food and of the
wine which he drank. They were to be educated for
three years, that at the end of it they might serve be-
fore the king.

66 Now among them were of the sons of Judah:
Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, 77 to whom the
commander of the officials gave names. And he gave
to Daniel the name of Belteshazzar; to Hananiah,
Shadrach; to Mishael, Meshach; and to Azariah, Abed-
nego.

88 But Daniel purposed in his heart that he would not
defile himself with the portion of the king’s food, nor
with the wine which he drank. Therefore he requested
of the master of the officials that he might not defile
himself. 99 Now God had brought Daniel into favor and
compassion with the master of the officials. 1010 The
master of the officials said to Daniel, “I fear my lord
the king who has appointed your food and your drink.
For why should he see your faces worse-looking than

the youths who are your age? Then you would endan-
ger my head before the king.”

1111 Then Daniel said to the steward, whom the master
of the officials had set over Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael,
and Azariah, 1212 “Please test your servants for ten days,
and let them give us vegetables to eat and water to
drink. 1313 Then let our countenances be looked upon
before you, and the countenance of the youths who
eat of the portion of the king’s food. And as you see,
deal with your servants.” 1414 So he consented to them in
this matter and tested them for ten days.

1515 At the end of ten days their countenances ap-
peared fairer and fatter than all the youths who ate
the portion of the king’s food. 1616 Thus the guard con-
tinued to take away the portion of their food and the
wine that they were to drink, and gave them vegeta-
bles.

1717 As for these four youths, God gave them knowl-
edge and skill in every brbranch ofanch of learning and wisdom.
And Daniel had understanding in all kinds ofkinds of visions
and dreams.

1818 Now at the end of the days that the king had set
for them to be brought in, the master of the officials
brought them in before Nebuchadnezzar. 1919 The king
spoke with them, and, among them all, none was
found like Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah.
Therefore they served before the king. 2020 In all matters
of wisdom and understanding which the king inquired
of them, he found them ten times better than all the
magicians and astrologers that were in all his realm.

2121 Daniel continued even to the first year of King
Cyrus.

NebuchadneNebuchadnezzarzzar’’s Drs Dreameam

And in the second year of the reign of Nebuchad-
nezzar, Nebuchadnezzar had dreams, and his

spirit was troubled and his sleep left him. 22 Then the
king gave the command to call the magicians and the
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astrologers and the sorcerers and the Chaldeans to
tell the king his dreams. So they came and stood be-
fore the king. 33 The king said to them, “I have had a
dream, and my spirit is anxious to understand the
dream.”

44 Then the Chaldeans spoke to the king in Aramaic, ††

“O king, live forever. Tell your servants the dream, and
we will tell the interpretation.”

55 The king answered and said to the Chaldeans, “The
command from me is firm: If you will not make known
to me the dream with its interpretation, you shall be
cut in pieces and your houses shall be made a
dunghill. 66 But if you tell the dream and its interpreta-
tion, you shall receive from me gifts and rewards and
great honor. Therefore tell me the dream and its inter-
pretation.”

77 They answered again and said, “Let the king tell his
servants the dream, and we will tell the interpreta-
tion.”

88 The king answered and said, “I know of certainty
that you are bargaining for time, because you see that
the command from me is firm: 99 If you will not make
known to me the dream, there is but one decree for
you. For you have agreed to speak lying and corrupt
words before me until the circumstance is changed.
Therefore tell me the dream so that I know that you
can tell me its interpretation.”

1010 The Chaldeans answered before the king and said,
“There is not a man on the earth who can tell the
king’s matter, inasmuch as no great king or ruler has
ever asked such things of any magician or astrologer
or Chaldean. 1111 Also, it is a rare thing that the king re-
quires, and there is no one else who can tell it before
the king, except the gods whose dwelling is not with
flesh.”

1212 For this cause the king was angry and very furious,
and commanded to destroy all the wise men of Baby-
lon. 1313 Therefore the decree went out that the wise
men should be slain. And they sought for Daniel and
his companions to be slain.

1414 Then Daniel answered with discretion and wisdom
to Arioch the captain of the king’s guard, who had
gone out to kill the wise men of Babylon. 1515 He an-
swered and said to Arioch the king’s captain, “Why is
the decree from the king so urgent?” Then Arioch
made the thing known to Daniel. 1616 Then Daniel went
in and desired of the king that he would give him time
in order that he could tell the king the interpretation.

1717 Then Daniel went to his house and made the thing
known to Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, his com-
panions, 1818 so that they might ask for compassion from
the God of heaven concerning this secret, so that
Daniel and his companions might not perish with the
rest of the wise men of Babylon.

† 2:4–a 7:28is originally from the Aramaic language.

God ReGod Reveals Nebuchadneveals Nebuchadnezzarzzar’’s Drs Dreameam
1919 Then the secret was revealed to Daniel in a night

vision. Then Daniel blessed the God of heaven.
2020 Daniel answered and said:
“Blessed be the name of God forever and ever,
for wisdom and might are His.

2121 It is He who changes the times and the seasons;
He removes kings and sets up kings;

He gives wisdom to the wise
and knowledge to those who know understanding.

2222 He reveals the deep and secret things;
He knows what is in the darkness,
and the light dwells with Him.

2323 I thank and praise You, O God of my fathers;
for You have given me wisdom and might,

and have made known to me now what we asked of
You,

for You have made known to us the king’s matter.”

Daniel InterprDaniel Interprets the Drets the Dreameam
2424 Therefore Daniel went in to Arioch, whom the king

had ordained to destroy the wise men of Babylon. He
went and said to him: “Do not destroy the wise men of
Babylon. Bring me in before the king, and I will tell the
king the interpretation.”

2525 Then in haste Arioch brought Daniel before the
king and said thus to him, “I have found a man of the
captives of Judah who can make known to the king the
interpretation.”

2626 The king answered and said to Daniel, whose
name was Belteshazzar, “Are you able to make known
to me the dream which I have seen, and its interpreta-
tion?”

2727 Daniel answered in the presence of the king and
said, “The secret which the king has demanded, the
wise men, the astrologers, the magicians, and the
soothsayers cannot tell the king. 2828 But there is a God
in heaven who reveals secrets and makes known to
King Nebuchadnezzar what shall be in the latter days.
Your dream and the visions of your head upon your
bed are these:

2929 “As for you, O king, your thoughts came into your
mind upon your bed about what would come to pass
hereafter, and He who reveals secrets makes known to
you what shall come to pass. 3030 But as for me, this se-
cret is not revealed to me for any wisdom that I have
more than any living man, but for the purpose of mak-
ing known the interpretation to the king, and that you
might understand the thoughts of your heart.

3131 “You, O king, were watching, and there was a great
image. This great image, whose brightness was excel-
lent, stood before you. And its form was awesome.
3232 This image’s head was of fine gold, its breast and its
arms of silver, its belly and its thighs of bronze, 3333 its
legs of iron, its feet partly of iron and partly of clay.
3434 You watched until a stone was cut out without hands
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which struck the image upon its feet, which were of
iron and clay, and broke them to pieces. 3535 Then the
iron, the clay, the bronze, the silver, and the gold were
broken to pieces together, and became like the chaff
of the summer threshing floors. And the wind carried
them away so that not a trace of them was found. But
the stone that struck the image became a great moun-
tain and filled the whole earth.

3636 “This was the dream. Now we will tell its interpreta-
tion before the king. 3737 You, O king, are the king of
kings. For the God of heaven has given you a king-
dom, power, and strength, and glory. 3838 Wherever the
sons of men dwell, or the animals of the field, or the
fowl of the heavens, He has given them into your hand
and has made you ruler over them all. You are the
head of gold.

3939 “After you, another kingdom inferior to you shall
arise, and a third kingdom of bronze, which shall rule
over all the earth.

4040 And the fourth kingdom shall be strong as iron, for
iron breaks in pieces and shatters everything; and like
iron that crushes, it shall crush and shatter all these.
4141 As you saw the feet and toes, partly of potters’ clay
and partly of iron, the kingdom shall be divided. But
there shall be in it some of the strength of the iron,
inasmuch as you saw the iron mixed with miry clay.
4242 As the toes of the feet were partly of iron and partly
of clay, so the kingdom shall be partly strong and part-
ly broken. 4343 Whereas you saw iron mixed with miry
clay, they shall mingle themselves with the seed of
men, but they shall not cleave to one another, even as
iron does not mix with clay.

4444 “In the days of these kings the God of heaven shall
set up a kingdom which shall never be destroyed. And
the kingdom shall not be left to another people, but it
shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms,
and it shall stand forever. 4545 Inasmuch as you saw that
the stone was cut out of the mountain without hands
and that it broke in pieces the iron, the bronze, the
clay, the silver, and the gold, the great God has made
known to the king what shall come to pass hereafter.
And the dream is certain, and its interpretation sure.”

The PrThe Promotion of Danielomotion of Daniel
4646 Then King Nebuchadnezzar fell upon his face and

did homage to Daniel, and commanded that they
should present an offering and sweet incense to him.
4747 The king answered Daniel and said, “Truly your God
is a God of gods, and a Lord of kings, and a revealer of
secrets, since you could reveal this secret.”

4848 Then the king advanced Daniel and gave him
many great gifts, and made him ruler over the whole
province of Babylon and chief of the governors over all
the wise men of Babylon. 4949 Then Daniel requested of
the king, and he set Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-
nego over the affairs of the province of Babylon. But
Daniel sat at the court of the king.

The Image of GoldThe Image of Gold

Nebuchadnezzar the king made an image of
gold, whose height was sixty cubits and its width

six cubits. †† He set it up in the plain of Dura in the
province of Babylon. 22 Then Nebuchadnezzar the king
sent to gather together the officials, the governors,
and the captains, the judges, the treasurers, the coun-
selors, the sheriffs, and all the rulers of the provinces
to come to the dedication of the image which Neb-
uchadnezzar the king had set up. 33 Then the officials,
the governors, and captains, the judges, the treasur-
ers, the counselors, the sheriffs, and all the rulers of
the provinces were gathered together to the dedica-
tion of the image that Nebuchadnezzar the king had
set up, and they stood before the image that Neb-
uchadnezzar had set up.

44 Then a herald cried aloud: “To you it is commanded,
O peoples, nations, and languages, 55 that at the time
you hear the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut,
psaltery, dulcimer, and all kinds of music, you should
fall down and worship the golden image that Neb-
uchadnezzar the king has set up. 66 And whoever does
not fall down and worship shall the same hour be cast
into the midst of a burning fiery furnace.”

77 Therefore at that time, when all the people heard
the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery,
and all kinds of music, all the peoples, the nations, and
the languages fell down and worshipped the golden
image that Nebuchadnezzar the king had set up.

The Fiery FurnaceThe Fiery Furnace
88 Therefore at that time certain Chaldeans came near

and accused the Jews. 99 They spoke and said to King
Nebuchadnezzar, “O king, live forever. 1010 You, O king,
have made a decree, that every man who hears the
sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut, psaltery, and
dulcimer, and all kinds of music should fall down and
worship the golden image. 1111 And whoever does not
fall down and worship should be cast into the midst of
a burning fiery furnace. 1212 There are certain Jews
whom you have set over the affairs of the province of
Babylon: Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. These
men, O king, have not regarded you. They do not
serve your gods or worship the golden image which
you have set up.”

1313 Then Nebuchadnezzar in his rage and fury com-
manded Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego be
brought. Then they brought these men before the
king. 1414 Nebuchadnezzar spoke and said to them, “Is it
true, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, that you do
not serve my gods or worship the golden image which
I have set up? 1515 Now if you are ready at the time you
hear the sound of the cornet, flute, harp, sackbut,
psaltery, and dulcimer, and all kinds of music to fall

† About 90 feet high and 9 feet wide, or 27 meters high and 2.7
meters wide.
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down and worship the image which I have made, very
well. But if you do not worship, you shall be cast the
same hour into the midst of a burning fiery furnace.
And who is that god who can deliver you out of my
hands?”

1616 Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego answered and
said to the king, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need
to give you an answer in this matter. 1717 If it be so, our
God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the
burning fiery furnace, and He will deliver us out of
your hand, O king. 1818 But eevenven if He doesHe does not, be it
known to you, O king, that we will not serve your
gods, nor worship the golden image which you have
set up.”

PrProtection in the Fiery Furnaceotection in the Fiery Furnace
1919 Then Nebuchadnezzar was full of fury, and the

form of his visage was changed against Shadrach, Me-
shach, and Abednego. Therefore he spoke, and com-
manded that they should heat the furnace seven times
more than it was usually heated. 2020 He commanded
the most mighty men in his army to bind Shadrach,
Meshach, and Abednego and cast them into the burn-
ing fiery furnace. 2121 Then these men were bound in
their trousers, their coats, and their hats, and their
other garments, and were cast into the midst of the
burning fiery furnace. 2222 Therefore, because the king’s
commandment was urgent and the furnace exceeding
hot, the flame of the fire killed those men who took up
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego. 2323 These three
men, Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, fell down
bound into the midst of the burning fiery furnace.

2424 Then Nebuchadnezzar the king was astonished,
and rose up in haste, and spoke, and said to his coun-
selors, “Did we not cast three men bound into the
midst of the fire?”

They answered and said to the king, “True, O king.”
2525 He answered and said, “But I see four men loose

and walking in the midst of the fire, and they are un-
harmed. And the form of the fourth is like the Son of
God!”

NebuchadneNebuchadnezzar Przzar Praises Godaises God
2626 Then Nebuchadnezzar came near to the mouth of

the burning fiery furnace, and spoke, and said,
“Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, you servants of
the Most High God, come out and come here!”

Then Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego came out
of the midst of the fire. 2727 The officials, governors, and
captains, and the king’s counselors, being gathered to-
gether, saw these men upon whose bodies the fire
had no power, nor was a hair of their head singed, nei-
ther were their coats changed, nor had the smell of
fire even come upon them.

2828 Then Nebuchadnezzar spoke and said, “Blessed be
the God of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego, who
has sent His angel and delivered His servants who

trusted in Him. They have defied the king’s word, and
yielded their bodies, that they might not serve nor
worship any god, except their own God. 2929 Therefore I
make a decree that every people, nation, and lan-
guage which speaks anything amiss against the God
of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego shall be cut in
pieces, and their houses shall be made a dunghill, be-
cause there is no other God who can deliver in this
way.”

3030 Then the king promoted Shadrach, Meshach, and
Abednego in the province of Babylon.

NebuchadneNebuchadnezzarzzar’’s Second Drs Second Dreameam

Nebuchadnezzar the king,
to all peoples, nations, and languages, who

dwell in all the earth:
Peace be multiplied to you.
22 I thought it good to declare the signs and wonders

that the Most High God has done for me.
33 How great are His signs,
and how mighty are His wonders!

His kingdom is an everlasting kingdom,
and His dominion is from generation to generation.

44 I, Nebuchadnezzar, was at rest in my house, and
flourishing in my palace. 55 I saw a dream which made
me afraid, and the thoughts upon my bed and the vi-
sions of my head troubled me. 66 Therefore I made a
decree to bring in all the wise men of Babylon before
me, that they might make known to me the interpreta-
tion of the dream. 77 Then came in the magicians, the
astrologers, the Chaldeans, and the soothsayers, and I
told the dream before them; but they did not make
known to me its interpretation.

88 But at the last Daniel came in before me, whose
name was Belteshazzar according to the name of my
god and in whom is the Spirit of the Holy God, and be-
fore him I told the dream, saying, 99 “Belteshazzar, mas-
ter of the magicians, because I know that the Spirit of
the Holy God is in you and no secret troubles you, tell
me the visions of my dream that I have seen, and its
interpretation. 1010 Now these were the visions of my
mind whilewhile on my bed: I saw a tree in the midst of the
earth, and its height was great. 1111 The tree grew and
became strong, and its height reached heaven, and it
was visible to the end of all the earth. 1212 Its leaves were
fair, and its fruit much, and in it was food for all. The
animals of the field had shadow under it, and the fowl
of the heavens lived in its boughs, and all flesh was
fed of it.

1313 “I saw in the visions of my head upon my bed, and
there was a holy watcher coming down from heaven.
1414 He cried aloud and said thus: ‘Hew down the tree
and cut off its branches, shake off its leaves and scat-
ter its fruit. Let the animals get away from under it,
and the fowl from its branches. 1515 Nevertheless leave
the stump of its roots in the earth, even with a band of
iron and bronze, in the tender grass of the field.
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“‘And let it be wet with the dew of heaven, and let its
portion be with the animals in the grass of the earth.
1616 Let its heart be changed from that of a man, let him
be given the heart of an animal. And let seven periods
of time pass over it.

1717 “‘This matter is by the decree of the watchers, and
the demand by the word of the holy ones, in order
that the living may know that the Most High rules over
the kingdom of men and gives it to whomever He wills
and sets up over it the basest of men.’

1818 “This dream I, King Nebuchadnezzar, have seen.
Now you, Belteshazzar, tell its interpretation to me,
because all the wise men of my kingdom are not able
to make known to me the interpretation. But you are
able, for the Spirit of the Holy God is in you.”

Daniel InterprDaniel Interprets the Drets the Dreameam
1919 Then Daniel, whose name was Belteshazzar, was

astonished for a while, and his thoughts troubled him.
The king spoke and said, “Belteshazzar, do not let the
dream, or its interpretation, trouble you.”

Belteshazzar answered and said, “My lord, if onlyif only the
dream was for those who hate you, and its interpreta-
tion for your enemies! 2020 The tree that you saw, which
grew and became strong, whose height reached to the
heavens, and was visible to all the earth, 2121 and whose
leaves were fair, and its fruit much, and in it was food
for all, under which the animals of the field lived, and
upon whose branches the fowl of the heavens had
their habitation: 2222 It is you, O king, who have grown
and become strong. Your greatness has grown and
reaches to heaven, and your dominion to the ends of
the earth.

2323 “Whereas the king saw a watcher and a holy one
coming down from heaven and saying, ‘Cut the tree
down and destroy it, yet leave the stump of its roots in
the ground, even with a band of iron and bronze, in
the tender grass of the field. And let it be wet with the
dew of heaven, and let its portion be with the animals
of the field until seven periods of time pass over it’—

2424 “This is the interpretation, O king, and this is the
decree of the Most High, which has come upon my
lord the king: 2525 You shall be driven away from men,
and your dwelling shall be with the wild animals. You
shall be given grass to eat like oxen, and wet with the
dew of heaven. And seven times shall pass over you,
until you have learned that the Most High rules over
the kingdom of men and gives it to whomever He
chooses. 2626 Inasmuch as they commanded to leave the
stump of the tree roots, your kingdom shall be as-
sured to you after you acknowledge that Heaven rules.
2727 Therefore, O king, let my counsel be acceptable to
you, and break off your sins by righteousness and
your iniquities by showing mercy to the poor, in case
there may be a lengthening of your prosperity.”

The DrThe Dream Is Fulfilledeam Is Fulfilled
2828 All this came upon King Nebuchadnezzar. 2929 At the

end of twelve months he walked on the rthe roof ofoof of the
palace of the kingdom of Babylon. 3030 The king spoke,
saying, “Is this not Babylon the Great that I myself
have built as a royal residence by my mighty power
and for the honor of my majesty?”

3131 While the word was in the king’s mouth, there fell a
voice from heaven: “O King Nebuchadnezzar, to you it
is spoken: The kingdom has departed from you! 3232 And
you shall be driven away from men, and your dwelling
shall be with the animals of the field. You shall be giv-
en grass to eat as oxen, and seven periods of time
shall pass over you until you know that the Most High
rules over the kingdom of men and gives it to
whomever He wills.”

3333 Immediately the thing was fulfilled concerning
Nebuchadnezzar. And he was driven from men and
ate grass as oxen, and his body was wet with the dew
of heaven until his hairs were grown like eagles’ feath-feath-
ersers and his nails like birds’ clawsclaws .

NebuchadneNebuchadnezzar Przzar Praises Godaises God
3434 But at the end of the days, I, Nebuchadnezzar, lift-

ed up my eyes to heaven, and my understanding re-
turned to me, and I blessed the Most High, and I
praised and honored Him who lives forever:
For His dominion is an everlasting dominion,
and whose kingdom endures from generation to

generation.
3535 And all the inhabitants of the earth
are reputed as nothing;

and He does according to His will
in the army of heaven
and among the inhabitants of the earth.

And no one can stay His hand or say to Him,
“What have You done?”

3636 At the same time my reason returned to me. And
for the glory of my kingdom, my honor and splendor
returned to me. And my counselors and my lords
sought me out. Then I was established in my kingdom,
and excellent majesty was added to me. 3737 Now I, Neb-
uchadnezzar, praise and extol and honor the King of
heaven, for all His works are true and His ways just,
and those who walk in pride He is able to abase.

BelshazzarBelshazzar’’s Feasts Feast

Belshazzar the king made a great feast for a
thousand of his lords and drank wine before the

thousand. 22 While he tasted the wine, Belshazzar com-
manded that they bring in the golden and silver ves-
sels which his father Nebuchadnezzar had taken from
the temple which was in Jerusalem, so that the king,
and his officials, his wives, and his concubines might
drink from them. 33 Then they brought the golden ves-
sels that were taken out of the temple of the house of
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God which was at Jerusalem. And the king and his offi-
cials, his wives and his concubines drank from them.
44 They drank wine and praised the gods of gold and of
silver, of bronze, of iron, of wood, and of stone.

The WThe Writing on the Writing on the Wallall
55 Immediately fingers of a man’s hand appeared and

wrote opposite the lampstand on the plaster of the
wall of the king’s palace. And the king saw the back of
the hand that wrote. 66 Then the king’s countenance
was changed, and his thoughts troubled him, so that
the joints of his loins were loosed, and his knees
struck against one another.

77 The king cried aloud to bring in the astrologers, the
Chaldeans, and the soothsayers. And the king spoke
and said to the wise men of Babylon, “Whoever shall
read this writing and show me its interpretation shall
be clothed with scarlet and have a chain of gold about
his neck and shall be the third ruler in the kingdom.”

88 Then all the king’s wise men came in, but they
could not read the writing, nor make known to the
king its interpretation. 99 Then King Belshazzar was
greatly troubled, and his countenance was changed in
him, and his nobles were astonished.

1010 Now the queen came into the banquet house be-
cause of the words of the king and his nobles. And the
queen spoke and said, “O king, live forever. Do not let
your thoughts trouble you, or let your countenance be
changed. 1111 There is a man in your kingdom in whom
is the Spirit of the Holy God. And, in the days of your
father, light and understanding and wisdom, like the
wisdom of the gods, were found in him. And King Neb-
uchadnezzar, your father, your father the king, made
him master of the magicians, astrologers, Chaldeans,
and soothsayers. 1212 Inasmuch as an excellent spirit and
knowledge and understanding, interpreting dreams
and explanation of enigmas and solving of problems,
were found in the same Daniel, whom the king named
Belteshazzar, now let Daniel be called, and he will give
the interpretation.”

Daniel InterprDaniel Interprets the Wets the Writingriting
1313 Then Daniel was brought in before the king. And

the king spoke and said to Daniel, “Are you that Daniel
who is one of the sons of the captivity of Judah, whom
the king my father brought out of Judah? 1414 Now I have
heard of you, that the Spirit of God is in you; and that
light, and understanding, and excellent wisdom have
been found in you. 1515 Now the wise men, the as-
trologers, have been brought in before me, that they
should read this writing and make known to me its in-
terpretation, but they could not give the interpretation
of the matter. 1616 And I have heard of you, that you can
give interpretations and solve problems. Now if you
can read the writing, and make known to me its inter-
pretation, you shall be clothed with scarlet and have a

chain of gold about your neck and shall be the third
ruler in the kingdom.”

1717 Then Daniel answered and said before the king,
“Let your gifts be for yourself, or give your rewards to
another. Yet I will read the writing to the king and
make known to him the interpretation.

1818 “O king, the Most High God gave Nebuchadnezzar
your father a kingdom and majesty and glory and
honor. 1919 And for the majesty that He gave him, all
peoples, nations, and languages trembled and feared
before him. Whom he would, he slaughtered, and
whom he would, he kept alive; whom he would, he set
up, and whom he would, he put down. 2020 But when his
heart was lifted up and his mind hardened in pride, he
was deposed from his kingly throne and they took his
glory from him. 2121 And he was driven from the sons of
men, and his heart was made like the animals, and his
dwelling was with the wild donkeys. He was given
grass to eat like oxen, and his body was wet with the
dew of heaven until he knew that the Most High God
rules in the kingdom of men, and that He appoints
over it whomever He wills.

2222 “Yet you, his son, O Belshazzar, have not humbled
your heart, though you knew all this; 2323 but have lifted
up yourself against the Lord of heaven. And they have
brought the vessels of His house before you, and you
and your lords, your wives and your concubines, have
drunk wine in them. And you have praised the gods of
silver and gold, of bronze, iron, wood, and stone,
which see not, nor hear, nor know. And the God in
whose hand is your breath, and whose are all your
ways, you have not glorified. 2424 Then the hand was
sent from Him, and this inscription was written.

2525 “This is the inscription that was written:
MENE, MENE, TEKEL, UPHARSIN.

2626 “This is the interpretation of the message:
Mene: †† God has numbered your kingdom and put

an end to it.
2727 Tekel: †††† you have been weighed in the balances

and are found wanting.
2828 Peres: ‡‡ your kingdom has been divided and given

to the Medes and Persians.”
2929 Then Belshazzar gave the command, and they

clothed Daniel with scarlet and put a chain of gold
about his neck, and made a proclamation concerning
him, that he should be the third ruler in the kingdom.

3030 That same night Belshazzar the king of the
Chaldeans was slain. 3131 Then Darius the Mede received
the kingdom, being about sixty-two years old.

Daniel and the Lions’ DenDaniel and the Lions’ Den

It pleased Darius to set over the kingdom one
hundred and twenty officials, so that they would

be over the whole kingdom, 22 and over them three
presidents, of whom Daniel was first, so that the offi-
cials might give accounts to them and the king not

† Meaning a to number. †† Meaning a to weigh. ‡ Mean-
ing a to divide.
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suffer loss. 33 Then this Daniel was preferred above the
presidents and officials because an excellent spirit was
in him, and the king thought to set him over the whole
realm. 44 Then the presidents and officials sought to
find occasion against Daniel concerning the kingdom,
but they could find no occasion or fault because he
was faithful; nor was there any error or fault found in
him. 55 Then these men said, “We shall not find any oc-
casion against this Daniel, unless we find it against
him concerning the law of his God.”

66 Then these presidents and officials assembled to-
gether to the king, and said to him: “King Darius, live
forever! 77 All the presidents of the kingdom, the gover-
nors, and the officials, the counselors, and the cap-
tains have consulted together to establish a royal
statute and to make a firm decree, that whoever shall
ask a petition of any god or man for thirty days, save
of you, O king, shall be cast into the den of lions.
88 Now, O king, establish the decree and sign the writ-
ing, that it not be changed, according to the law of the
Medes and Persians, which may not be altered.”
99 Therefore King Darius signed the writing, even the
decree.

1010 Now when Daniel knew that the writing was
signed, he went into his house. And his windows being
open in his chamber toward Jerusalem, he kneeled on
his knees three times a day, and prayed, and gave
thanks before his God, as he had been doing previous-
ly. 1111 Then these men assembled and found Daniel
praying and making supplication before his God.
1212 Then they came near and spoke before the king con-
cerning the king’s decree: “Have you not signed a de-
cree, that every man who asks a petition of any god or
man within thirty days, save of you, O king, shall be
cast into the den of lions?”

The king answered and said, “The thing is true, ac-
cording to the law of the Medes and Persians, which
may not be altered.”

1313 Then they answered and said before the king,
“That Daniel, who is of the sons of the captivity of Ju-
dah, does not regard you, O king, or the decree that
you have signed, but makes his petition three times a
day.” 1414 Then the king, when he heard these words,
was sorely displeased with himself and set his heart
on Daniel to deliver him. And he labored until sunset
to deliver him.

1515 Then these men came by agreement to the king
and said to the king, “Know, O king, that it is the law of
the Medes and Persians that no decree or statute
which the king establishes may be changed.”

1616 Then the king commanded, and they brought
Daniel and cast him into the den of lions. Now the king
spoke and said to Daniel, “Your God whom you serve
continually, He will deliver you.”

Daniel Saved FrDaniel Saved From the Lionsom the Lions
1717 A stone was brought and laid upon the mouth of

the den, and the king sealed it with his own signet and

with the signet of his lords so that nothing might be
changed concerning Daniel. 1818 Then the king went to
his palace and passed the night fasting, and no instru-
ments of music were brought before him. And his
sleep fled from him.

1919 Then the king arose very early in the morning and
went in haste to the den of lions. 2020 When he came to
the den, he cried with a voice full of sorrow to Daniel.
And the king spoke and said to Daniel, “Daniel, servant
of the living God, has your God whom you serve con-
tinually been able to deliver you from the lions?”

2121 Then Daniel said to the king, “O king, live forever!
2222 My God has sent His angel and has shut the lions’
mouths so that they have not hurt me, because inno-
cence was found in me before Him; and also before
you, O king, I have done no harm.”

2323 Then the king was exceeding glad for him and
commanded that they take Daniel up out of the den.
So Daniel was taken up out of the den, and no manner
of harm was found on him, because he believed in his
God.

2424 Then the king commanded, and they brought
those men who had accused Daniel, and they cast
them into the den of lions—them, their children, and
their wives. And the lions overpowered them and
broke all their bones in pieces before they came to the
bottom of the den.

2525 Then King Darius wrote:
To all peoples, nations, and languages that dwell in

all the earth:
“Peace be multiplied unto you.
2626 “I make a decree that in every dominion of my

kingdom men are to fear and tremble before the God
of Daniel.
“For He is the living God,
enduring forever;

His kingdom shall never be destroyed,
and His dominion shall be forever.

2727 He delivers and rescues,
and He works signs and wonders
in heaven and on earth,

who has delivered Daniel
from the power of the lions.”

2828 So this Daniel prospered in the reign of Darius and
in the reign of Cyrus the Persian.

Daniel’Daniel’s Vision of the Four Beastss Vision of the Four Beasts

In the first year of Belshazzar king of Babylon,
Daniel had a dream and visions of his mind whilewhile

on his bed. Then he wrote the dream and told the sum
of the matters.

22 Daniel spoke and said: I saw in my vision by night
the four winds of the heaven striving upon the
Mediterranean Sea. 33 Four great beasts came up from
the sea, diverse from one another.

44 The first was like a lion and had eagle’s wings. I
watched until its wings were plucked and it was lifted
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up from the earth and made to stand on the feet as a
man, and a man’s heart was given to it.

55 Another beast appeared, a second, like a bear, and
it raised itself up on one side, and it had three ribs in
its mouth between its teeth. And they said to it, “Arise,
devour much flesh.”

66 After this I looked and there was another, like a
leopard, which had on its back four wings of a fowl.
The beast also had four heads. And dominion was giv-
en to it.

77 After this I saw in the visions at night a fourth
beast, dreadful and terrible, and exceedingly strong.
And it had great iron teeth. It devoured and broke in
pieces, and stamped the rest with its feet. And it was
different from all the beasts that were before it, and it
had ten horns.

88 I considered the horns, when there came up
among them another little horn before whom three of
the first horns were plucked up by the roots. And
there, in this horn, were eyes like the eyes of man, and
a mouth speaking great things.

The Ancient of Days ReignsThe Ancient of Days Reigns
99 I watched until

the thrones were cast down
and the Ancient of Days was seated,

whose garment was white as snow,
and the hair of His head like the pure wool.

His throne was like the fiery flame,
and its wheels as burning fire.

1010 A fiery stream issued
and came out from before Him.

A thousand thousands ministered to Him;
and ten thousand times ten thousand stood before

Him.
The judgment was set,
and the books were opened.

1111 Then I watched because of the sound of the boast-
ful words which the horn was speaking. I watched
even until the beast was slain, and his body destroyed
and given to the burning flame. 1212 As for the rest of the
beasts, they had their dominion taken away; yet their
lives were prolonged for a season and time.

1313 I saw in the night visions, and there was one like a
Son of Man coming with the clouds of heaven. He
came to the Ancient of Days and was presented before
Him. 1414 There was given to Him dominion, and glory,
and a kingdom, that all peoples, nations, and lan-
guages should serve Him. His dominion is an everlast-
ing dominion, which shall not pass away, and His king-
dom that which shall not be destroyed.

The InterprThe Interpretation of the Dretation of the Dreameam
1515 I, Daniel, was grieved in my spirit in the midst of

my body, and the visions of my head troubled me. 1616 I
approached one of those who were standing by and
asked him the truth of all this.

So he told me and made known to me the interpre-
tation of these things. 1717 “These great beasts, which
are four, are four kings which shall arise out of the
earth. 1818 But the saints of the Most High shall take the
kingdom and possess the kingdom forever, even for-
ever and ever.”

1919 Then I desired to know the truth of the fourth
beast, which was different from all the others, exceed-
ing dreadful, whose teeth were of iron and its nails of
bronze, and which devoured, broke in pieces, and
stamped the rest with its feet; 2020 and of the ten horns
that were in its head, and of the other which came up,
and before whom three fell, even of that horn that had
eyes and a mouth that spoke boastful words, whose
look was more stout than its fellows. 2121 I beheld, and
the same horn was warring with the saints and pre-
vailing against them 2222 until the Ancient of Days came,
and judgment was passed in favor of the saints of the
Most High, and the time came when the saints pos-
sessed the kingdom.

2323 Thus he said: “The fourth beast shall be the fourth
kingdom upon earth, which shall be different from all
kingdoms, and shall devour the whole earth and shall
tread it down and break it in pieces. 2424 The ten horns
out of this kingdom are ten kings that shall arise; and
another shall rise after them, and he shall be different
from the first, and he shall subdue three kings. 2525 He
shall speak words against the Most High and shall
wear out the saints of the Most High and plan to
change times and law. And they shall be given into his
hand until a time and times and half a time. ††

2626 “But the court shall sit for judgment, and they shall
take away his dominion, to consume and to destroy it
forever. 2727 Then the kingdom and dominion, and the
greatness of all the kingdoms under the whole heav-
en, shall be given to the people of the saints of the
Most High, whose kingdom is an everlasting kingdom,
and all dominions shall serve and obey Him.”

2828 At this point the matter ended. As for me, Daniel,
my thoughts troubled me much, and my countenance
changed in me; but I kept the matter in my heart.

Daniel’Daniel’s Vision of a Ram and a Goats Vision of a Ram and a Goat

In the third year of the reign of King Belshazzar a
vision appeared to me, even to me Daniel, after

that which appeared to me at the first. 22 I saw in the vi-
sion, and while I was looking, I was at Susa in the
palace which is in the province of Elam. And I saw in
the vision that I was by the canal of Ulai. 33 Then I lifted
up my eyes and looked, and there stood before the
river a ram which had two horns, and the two horns
were high. But one was higher than the other, and the
higher one came up last. 44 I saw the ram pushing
westward and northward and southward, so that no
animal might stand before him; nor was there any that
could deliver out of his hand, but he did according to
his will and became great.

† Or a for a year, two years, and half a year.
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55 As I was considering this, suddenly a male goat
came from the west across the face of the whole earth
and did not touch the ground. And the goat had a no-
table horn between his eyes. 66 He came to the ram
that had two horns, which I had seen standing before
the river, and ran to him in the fury of his power. 77 I
saw him come close to the ram, and he was moved
with rage against him, and struck the ram and broke
his two horns. And there was no power in the ram to
stand before him, but he cast him down to the ground
and stamped on him. And there was none who could
deliver the ram out of his hand. 88 Therefore the male
goat grew very great. And when he was strong, the
great horn was broken, and four conspicuous hornshorns
came up in its place toward the four winds of heaven.

The Little HornThe Little Horn
99 Out of one of them came a little horn, which grew

exceedingly great toward the south, toward the east,
and toward the Pleasant LandLand . 1010 It grew great, even
to the host of heaven. And it cast down some of the
host and of the stars to the ground and stamped upon
them. 1111 Indeed, he magnified himself even to the
Prince of the host, and from Him the daily sacrifice
was taken away, and the place of His sanctuary was
cast down. 1212 Because of rebellion, an army was given
to the hornto the horn to oppose the daily sacrifice; and it cast
truth to the ground. It practiced this and prospered.

1313 Then I heard one saint speaking, and another saint
said to that certain saint which spoke, “How long shall
be the vision concerning the daily sacrifice and the
transgression of desolation, the giving of both the
sanctuary and the host to be trodden under foot?”

1414 And he said to me, “For two thousand three hun-
dred evenings and mornings. Then the sanctuary shall
be cleansed properly.”

Gabriel InterprGabriel Interprets the Visionets the Vision
1515 When I, Daniel, had seen the vision, I sought for

the meaning. Then there before me stood one who
had the appearance of a man. 1616 I heard a man’s voice
between the banks ofthe banks of Ulai, which called, and said,
“Gabriel, make this man understand the vision.”

1717 So he came near where I stood. And when he
came, I was afraid and fell upon my face; but he said
to me, “Understand, son of man, that the vision deals
with the time of the end.”

1818 Now as he was speaking with me, I was in a deep
sleep with my face toward the ground. But he touched
me and set me upright.

1919 He said, “Listen, I will make you know what shall be
in the final period of the indignation, for the end shall
be at the appointed time.

2020 The ram which you saw having two horns repre-
sents the kings of Media and Persia.

2121 The rough goat is the king of Greece, and the
great horn that is between his eyes is the first king.

2222 Now the broken horn and the four horns that stood
up in its place are four kingdoms that shall stand up
out of his nation, but not with his power.

2323 “In the latter time of their kingdom, when the
transgressors have reached their limit, a king will
arise, having a fierce countenance, skilled in intrigue.
2424 His power shall be mighty, but not by his own power.
And he shall destroy wonderfully and shall prosper
and practice his will and shall destroy the mighty men
and the holy people. 2525 By his cunning, he shall cause
deceit to succeed under his hand, and he shall magni-
fy himself in his heart. He shall destroy many in a time
of peace. He shall also rise up against the Prince of
princes; but he shall be broken, not by human hands.

2626 “And the vision of the evenings and the mornings,
which was told, is true. Therefore shut up the vision,
for it deals with many days in the futurin the futuree .”

2727 Then I, Daniel, fainted and was sick for some days.
Afterward I rose up again and did the king’s business.
So I was astonished at the vision, but there was none
to explain it.

The PrThe Prayer of Danielayer of Daniel

In the first year of Darius the son of Ahasuerus of
the lineage of the Medes, who was made king

over the realm of the Chaldeans, 22 in the first year of
his reign, I, Daniel, observed in the books the number
of the years which werwere specified be specified byy the word of the
LORD to Jeremiah the prophet for the accomplishment
of the desolations of Jerusalem, that is, seventy years.
33 I set my face toward the Lord God to seek by prayer
and supplications with fasting and sackcloth and ash-
es.

44 And I prayed to the LORD my God, and made my
confession, and said,

“Alas, O Lord, the great and dreadful God, keeping
His covenant and mercy to those who love Him, and to
those who keep His commandments. 55 We have sinned
and have committed iniquity and have done wickedly
and have rebelled, even by departing from Your pre-
cepts and from Your judgments. 66 We have not lis-
tened to Your servants the prophets, who spoke in
Your name to our kings, our officials, and our fathers,
and to all the people of the land.

77 “O Lord, righteousness belongs to You, but to us
shame of face, as it is this day, to the men of Judah
and to the inhabitants of Jerusalem and to all Israel,
who are near and who are far off, through all the
countries wherever You have driven them, because of
their trespass that they have trespassed against You.
88 O Lord, to us belongs shame of face, to our kings, to
our officials, and to our fathers, because we have
sinned against You. 99 To the Lord our God belong mer-
cies and forgiveness, though we have rebelled against
Him. 1010 We have not obeyed the voice of the LORD our
God, to walk in His laws, which He set before us by His
servants the prophets. 1111 Indeed, all Israel has trans-
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gressed Your law, even by departing that they might
not obey Your voice.

“Therefore the curse has been poured upon us, and
the oath that is written in the Law of Moses the ser-
vant of God, because we have sinned against Him.
1212 He has confirmed His words, which He had spoken
against us and against our judges who judged us, by
bringing on us great calamity. For under the whole
heaven there has not been done such as has been
done to Jerusalem. 1313 As it is written in the Law of
Moses, great calamity has come on us. Yet we have
not sought the favor of the LORD our God so that we
might turn from our iniquities and give attention to
Your truth. 1414 Therefore, the LORD has kept the disas-
ter in store and brought it upon us. For the LORD our
God is righteous in all His works which He does, but
we have not obeyed His voice.

1515 “Now, O Lord our God, who brought Your people
out of the land of Egypt with a mighty hand, and made
Yourself a name, even to this day, we have sinned, we
have done wickedly. 1616 O Lord, according to all Your
righteousness, I beseech You, let Your anger and Your
fury be turned away from Your city Jerusalem, Your
holy mountain, because for our sins and for the iniqui-
ties of our fathers, Jerusalem and Your people have
become a reproach to all who are around us.

1717 “Now therefore, O God, hear the prayer of Your
servant and his supplications, and for Your sake, O
Lord, cause Your face to shine upon Your sanctuary,
which is desolate. 1818 O my God, incline Your ear and
hear. Open Your eyes and look at our desolations and
the city which is called by Your name, for we do not
present our supplications before You for our right-
eousness, but for Your great mercies. 1919 O Lord, hear!
O Lord, forgive! O Lord, listen and act! Do not defer,
for Your own sake, O my God. For Your city and Your
people are called by Your name.”

The SeThe Seventy Wventy Weekseeks
2020 While I was speaking and praying and confessing

my sin and the sin of my people Israel, and presenting
my supplication before the LORD my God for the holy
mountain of my God, 2121 indeed, while I was speaking
in prayer, the man Gabriel, whom I had seen in the vi-
sion at the beginning, being caused to fly swiftly,
touched me about the time of the evening oblation.
2222 He informed me and talked with me, and said,
“Daniel, I have now come to give you insight and un-
derstanding. 2323 At the beginning of your supplications
the command went out, and I have come to tell you,
for you are greatly beloved. Therefore understand the
matter and consider the vision:

2424 “Seventy weeks have been determined for your
people and upon your holy city, to finish the transgres-
sion, and to make an end of sins, and to make atone-
ment for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting right-
eousness, and to seal up the vision and prophecy, and
to anoint the Most Holy PlacePlace .

2525 “Know therefore and understand that from the go-
ing forth of the command to restore and to rebuild
Jerusalem until the Prince Messiah shall be seven
weeks, and sixty-two weeks. It shall be built again,
with plaza and moat, even in times of trouble. 2626 After
the sixty-two weeks Messiah shall be cut off and shall
have nothing. And the troops of the prince who shall
come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary. The end
of it shall come with a flood. And until the end of the
war desolations are determined. 2727 And he shall make
a firm covenant with many for one week. But in the
middle of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the
offering to cease. And on the wing of abominations
shall come one who makes desolate, until the decreed
destruction is poured out on the desolator.”

Daniel’Daniel’s Vision of a Mans Vision of a Man

In the third year of Cyrus king of Persia a mes-
sage was revealed to Daniel, whose name was

called Belteshazzar, and the message was true and
one of great conflict. And he understood the message
and had understanding of the vision.

22 In those days I, Daniel, was mourning three full
weeks. 33 I ate no tasty food, no meat or wine entered
my mouth, nor did I anoint myself at all until three
whole weeks were fulfilled.

44 On the twenty-fourth day of the first month, as I
was by the side of the great river which is Tigris, 55 I lift-
ed up my eyes and looked and saw a certain man
clothed in linen, whose loins were girded with the fine
gold of Uphaz. 66 His body also was like beryl, and his
face had the appearance of lightning, and his eyes
were like lamps of fire, and his arms and his feet were
like the gleam of polished bronze, and the sound of
his words like the sound of a tumult.

77 I, Daniel, alone saw the vision, while the men who
were with me did not see the vision; but a great quak-
ing fell upon them, so that they fled to hide them-
selves. 88 Therefore I was left alone and saw this great
vision, and there remained no strength in me, and my
countenance grew deathly pale, and I retained no
strength. 99 Yet I heard the sound of his words; and
while I heard the sound of his words, then I was in a
deep sleep on my face with my face toward the
ground.

PrProphecies of Persia and Grophecies of Persia and Greeceeece
1010 But then a hand touched me, which set me on my

knees and on the palms of my hands. 1111 He said to me,
“O Daniel, a man greatly beloved, understand the
words that I speak to you, and stand upright, for I
have been sent to you now.” And when he had spoken
this word to me, I stood trembling.

1212 Then he said to me, “Do not be afraid, Daniel. For
from the first day that you set your heart to under-
stand this and to humble yourself before your God,
your words were heard, and I have come because of
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your words. 1313 But the prince of the kingdom of Persia
withstood me for twenty-one days. So Michael, one of
the chief princes, came to help me, for I had been left
there with the kings of Persia. 1414 Now I have come to
make you understand what shall befall your people in
the latter days. For the vision is yet for many days.”

1515 When he had spoken such words to me, I set my
face toward the ground, and I became mute. 1616 Then
one in the likeness of the sons of men touched my
lips. Then I opened my mouth and spoke and said to
him who stood before me, “O my lord, because of the
vision, sorrows have come upon me, and I have re-
tained no strength. 1717 How can the servant of my lord
talk with you, my lord? And as for me, there remains
no strength in me now, nor is there any breath left in
me.”

1818 Then again, the one having the appearance of a
man came and touched me, and he strengthened me.
1919 He said, “O man, greatly beloved, do not fear. Peace
be unto you. Be strong and courageous!”

When he spoke to me, I was strengthened and said,
“Let my lord speak, for you have strengthened me.”

2020 Then he said, “Do you understand why I have
come to you? But now I shall return to fight against
the prince of Persia, and when I have gone forth, then
truly the prince of Greece will come. 2121 But I will show
you what is inscribed in the Scripture of Truth. Yet
there is no one who stands firmly with me against
these forces, except Michael your prince.

The Kings of the South and the NorthThe Kings of the South and the North

“Also, in the first year of Darius the Mede, I,
even I, stood to confirm and to strengthen him.

22 “And now I will tell you the truth. Truly, there shall
stand up yet three kings in Persia, and the fourth shall
be far richer than all of them; and by his strength,
through his riches, he shall stir up all against the
realm of Greece. 33 A mighty king shall stand up who
shall rule with great dominion and do according to his
will. 44 When he shall stand up, his kingdom shall be
broken and shall be divided toward the four winds of
heaven, but not to his posterity, nor according to his
dominion which he ruled. For his kingdom shall be
plucked up, even for others besides them.

55 “The king of the South shall be strong, as well as
one of his officials who shall be strong above him and
have dominion. His dominion shall be a great domin-
ion. 66 In the end of some years they shall join them-
selves together. For the king’s daughter of the South
shall come to the king of the North to make an agree-
ment. But she shall not retain her position of power,
and neither he nor his power shall stand. But she shall
be given up with those who brought her and with him
who fathered her and with him who strengthened her
in those times.

77 “But out of a branch of her roots shall one stand up
in his place, who shall come with an army and shall
enter the fortress of the king of the North and shall

deal against them and shall prevail. 88 And he shall also
carry captive into Egypt their gods, with their officials,
and with their precious vessels of silver and of gold.
And he shall continue more years than the king of the
North, 99 who will enter the kingdom of the king of the
South, but shall return to his own land. 1010 His sons
shall wage war and assemble a multitude of armed
forces. One shall advance like a flood and pass
through, and again shall wage the war as far as his
fortress.

1111 “The king of the South shall be moved with rage,
and shall go out and fight with him, with the king of
the North, who shall raise a great multitude; but that
multitude shall be given into his enemyenemy’’ss hand.
1212 When he has taken away the multitude, his heart
shall be lifted up; and he shall cast down many ten
thousands, but he shall not be strengthened by it.
1313 For the king of the North shall return and shall raise
a multitude greater than the former, and shall certain-
ly come after certain years with a great army and with
much equipment.

1414 “In those times many shall stand up against the
king of the South. Also the robbers of your people
shall exalt themselves to fulfill the vision, but they
shall fall. 1515 Then the king of the North shall come and
set up a siege mound and capture a fortified city. And
the forces of the South shall not withstand him; nei-
ther shall his chosen best troops have strength to re-
sist. 1616 But he who comes against him shall do accord-
ing to his own will, and none shall stand before him.
And he shall stand in the Pleasant Land, which shall be
consumed by his hand. 1717 He shall also set his face to
enter with the strength of his whole kingdom, bring-
ing with him a proposal of peace which he shall put in-
to effect. And he shall give him the daughter of
women to corrupt it. But she shall not stand on his
side or be for him. 1818 After this he shall turn his face to
the coastlands and shall capture many. But a com-
mander shall put a stop to his reproach against him,
and he shall repay him for his reproach. 1919 Then he
shall turn his face toward the fortresses of his own
land, but shall stumble and fall and not be found any
more.

2020 “Then one shall stand up in his place who shall
send an oppressor in the glory of his kingdom. But
within a few days he shall be destroyed, but not in
anger or in battle.

2121 “In his place a vile person shall stand up, to whom
they shall not give the honor of the kingdom. But he
shall come in peaceably and obtain the kingdom by
flatteries. 2222 A flood of armies shall be swept away be-
fore him and be broken, and the prince of the
covenant as well. 2323 After the league isis made with him,
he shall work deceitfully, and he shall come up and
shall become strong with a small force of people. 2424 He
shall enter peaceably even upon the richest places of
the realm. And he shall do that which his fathers have
not done, nor his fathers’ fathers. He shall distribute
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among them the plunder and spoil and riches. And he
shall plan his devices against the strongholds, but only
for a time.

2525 “He shall stir up his power and his courage against
the king of the South with a great army. And the king
of the South shall be stirred up to battle with a very
great and mighty army. But he shall not stand, for
schemes shall be devised against him. 2626 Indeed, those
who eat his choice food shall destroy him, and his
army shall overflow, and many shall fall down slain.
2727 As for both of these kings, their hearts shall plan on
mischief, and they shall speak lies to one another at
one table. But it shall not prosper, for the end shall yet
be at the appointed time. 2828 While turning back to his
land with great wealth, his heart shall be against the
holy covenant. He shall wage warwage war and turn back to his
own land.

Blasphemies of the Northern KingBlasphemies of the Northern King
2929 “At the appointed time he shall return and come

into the south, but this latter time shall not be as the
former. 3030 For the ships of Kittim shall come against
him. Therefore he shall be grieved and return and
have indignation against the holy covenant and take
action. He shall even return and show regard to those
who forsake the holy covenant.

3131 “His armies shall rise up and desecrate the sanctu-
ary fortress. They shall abolish the daily sacrifice and
set up the abomination that makes desolate. 3232 By flat-
teries he will corrupt those who act wickedly toward
the covenant. But the people who know their God will
be strong and take action.

3333 “The wise among the people shall instruct many.
Yet for many days they shall fall by the sword and by
flame, by captivity and by destruction. 3434 Now when
they fall, they shall be given a little help. But many
shall cleave to them with flatteries. 3535 Some of the wise
will fall, so that they may be purged, purified, and
made white, until the time of the end, for it is still for
the appointed time.

3636 “The king shall do according to his will. And he
shall exalt himself, and magnify himself above every
god, and shall speak blasphemous things against the
God of gods, and shall prosper until the indignation is
accomplished. For that which is determined shall be
done. 3737 He shall regard neither the gods of his fa-
thers, nor the desire of women, nor regard any god;
for he shall magnify himself above them all. 3838 But in-
stead he shall honor the god of forces, a god whom
his fathers did not know. He shall honor him with gold
and silver, and with precious stones, and pleasant
things. 3939 Thus he shall do in the strongest of fortress-
es with a foreign god. He shall give great honor to
those who acknowledge him, and shall cause them to
rule over the many and shall divide the land for gain.

Conquests of the Northern KingConquests of the Northern King
4040 “At the time of the end the king of the South shall

push at him. But the king of the North shall come
against him like a whirlwind, with chariots and with
horsemen and with many ships. And he shall enter the
countries and shall overflow them and pass over. 4141 He
shall enter also the Pleasant Land, and many countriescountries
shall be overthrown. But these shall escape out of his
hand, even Edom, and Moab, and the chief of the sons
of Ammon. 4242 Then he shall stretch out his hand
against the countries, and the land of Egypt shall not
escape. 4343 But he shall have power over the hidden
treasures of gold and of silver, and over all the pre-
cious things of Egypt. And the Libyans and the Ethiopi-
ans shall be at his steps. 4444 But reports from the east
and from the north shall trouble him. Therefore he
shall go out with great fury to destroy and annihilate
many. 4545 He shall pitch the tabernacles of his palace
between the seas in the beautiful holy mountain. Yet
he shall come to his end, and no one shall help him.

The PrThe Prophecy of the End Timesophecy of the End Times

“And at that time Michael shall stand up, the
great prince who stands guarguardd over the sons of

your people. And there shall be a time of trouble such
as never was since there was a nation even to that
time. And at that time your people shall be delivered,
everyone who shall be found written in the book.
22 Many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth
shall awake, some to everlasting life, but others to
shame and everlasting contempt. 33 Those who are
wise shall shine as the brightness of the expanse of
heaven, and those who turn the many to righteous-
ness as the stars forever and ever. 44 But you, Daniel,
shut up the words and seal the book until the time of
the end. Many shall run to and fro, and knowledge
shall increase.”

55 Then I, Daniel, looked, and there before me stood
two others, the one on this side of the bank of the riv-
er, and the other on that side of the bank of the river.
66 One said to the man clothed in linen, who was above
the water of the river, “How long shall it be to the end
of these wonders?”

77 And I heard the man clothed in linen, who was over
the water of the river, when he held up his right hand
and his left hand to heaven, and swore by Him who
lives forever that it would be for a time, times, and half
a time. †† And when they finish shattering the power of
the holy people, all these things shall be finished.

88 As for me, I heard, but I could not understand. So I
said, “My lord, what shall be the result of these
things?”

99 And he said, “Go your way, Daniel. For these words
are closed up and sealed until the time of the end.
1010 Many shall be purified and made white and tried.

† Or a a year, two years, and half a year.

DANIEL 11:25 639 DANIEL 12:10



But the wicked shall do wickedly, and none of the
wicked shall understand, but the wise shall under-
stand.

1111 “From the time that the daily sacrifice shall be tak-
en away and the abomination that makes desolate set
up, there shall be one thousand two hundred and

ninety days. 1212 Blessed is he who waits and comes to
the one thousand three hundred and thirty-five days.

1313 “But as for you, go your way until the end. Then
you shall rest and rise againagain for your lot at the end of
the age.”
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HOSEAHOSEA
Hosea was likely written between 755 and 725 BC. This book has the themes of redeeming love in chapters 1–3
and the judgment and restoration of God’s land and people in chapters 4–14. Hosea was probably the author
and the last to prophesy before the northern kingdom fell to Assyria in about 722 BC. His ministry followed a
golden age in the northern kingdom, with a peace and prosperity not seen since the days of Solomon. Howev-
er, with this prosperity came moral decay, and Israel forsook their God to worship idols. In a unique action il-
lustrating how He suffers when His people are unfaithful to Him, God instructs the prophet Hosea to marry a
harlot. Her unfaithfulness to her husband is an allegory of Israel’s unfaithfulness to God. This book reveals the
depth of God’s love for His people, a love that tolerates no rivals.

The word of the LORD that came to Hosea son of
Beeri, in the days of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and

Hezekiah, kings of Judah, and in the days of Jeroboam
the son of Joash, king of Israel.

HoseaHosea’’s Wife and Childrs Wife and Childrenen
22 When the LORD first spoke by Hosea, the LORD

said to Hosea: “Go, take for yourself a wife of harlotry
and children of harlotry, for the land has committed
great harlotry, departing from the LORD .” 33 So he
went and took Gomer the daughter of Diblaim as a
wife. She conceived, and bore him a son.

44 The LORD said to him: “Call his name Jezreel, †† for in
a little while, I will punish the house of Jehu for the
blood of Jezreel, and will bring to an end the kingdom
of the house of Israel. 55 On that day, I will break the
bow of Israel in the Valley of Jezreel.”

66 Then Gomer conceived again, and bore a daughter.
And the LORD said to Hosea: “Call her name Lo-
Ruhamah, †††† for I will no longer have mercy upon the
house of Israel but will utterly sweep them away. 77 But
I will have mercy upon the house of Judah, and will
save them by the LORD their God, and will not save
them by bow, or by sword, or by battle, or by horses,
or by horsemen.”

88 When Gomer had weaned Lo-Ruhamah, she con-
ceived, and bore a son. 99 Then the LORD said: “Call his
name Lo-Ammi, ‡‡ for you are not My people, and I am
not your God.”

1010 Yet the number of the children of Israel will be as
the sand of the sea, which cannot be measured nor
numbered. And in the place where it was said to them,
“You are not My people,” there it will be said to them,
“You are the children of the living God.” 1111 Then will the
Judahites and the children of Israel be gathered to-
gether, and appoint themselves one head, and they
will come up out of the land, for great will be the day
of Jezreel.

† That is, a May God make fertile. †† That is, a Not pitied. ‡
That is, a Not My people.

Say to your brothers, Ammi, ‡†‡† and to your sisters,
Ruhamah. ‡‡‡‡

IsrIsrael’ael’s Unfaithfulness Punisheds Unfaithfulness Punished
22 Plead with your mother, plead—
for she is not My wife,
and am I not her husband—

that she put away her harlotry from her face,
and her adultery from between her breasts,

33 lest I strip her naked
and leave her as in the day that she was born,

and turn her into a wilderness,
and turn her into a dry land,
and kill her with thirst.

44 I will not have mercy upon her children,
for they are children of harlotry.

55 For their mother has played the whore.
She that conceived them has acted shamefully.

For she said, “I will pursue my lovers,
who provide my bread and my water,
my wool and my flax, my oil and my drink.”

66 Therefore, behold, I will hedge up your way with
thorns,

and make a wall, so that she will not find her paths.
77 She will pursue her lovers, but she will not reach

them;
and she will seek them but will not find them.

Then she will say,
“I will go and return to my first husband,
for it was better for me then than now.”

88 But she did not know that it was I who provided her
the grain, the wine, and the oil,

and multiplied her silver and gold
that they used for Baal.

99 Therefore I will take back My grain in its time
and My wine in its season,

and I will recover My wool and My flax,
given to cover her nakedness.

1010 Therefore I will uncover her shame
‡† That is, a My people. ‡‡ That is, a Pitied.
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in the sight of her lovers,
and no one will deliver her from My hand.

1111 I will also bring to an end all her joy,
her annualannual feasts, her New Moons,
and her Sabbaths, and all her solemn assemblies.

1212 I will destroy her vines and her fig trees,
of which she has said, “These are my rewards that

my lovers have given me.”
I will make them a forest,
and the beasts of the field will eat them.

1313 I will punish her for the days of the Baals,
when she burned incense to them

and adorned herself with her earrings and her jewel-
ry,

and pursued her lovers,
but forgot Me,
declares the LORD .

God’God’s Mers Mercy on Isrcy on Israelael
1414 Therefore, I will allure her,
and bring her into the wilderness,
and speak tenderly to her.

1515 From there, I will give her vineyards to her,
and the Valley of Achor as a door of hope.

She will respond there as in the days of her youth,
and as in the day when she came up out of the land

of Egypt.
1616 On that day, declares the LORD ,
you will call Me, “My husband,”
and will no longer call Me, “My Baal.” ††

1717 I will remove the names of the Baals from her
mouth,

and they will no longer be remembered by their
name.

1818 On that day, I will make a covenant for them
with the beasts of the field, with the fowls of heav-

en,
and with the creeping things of the ground.

I will break the bow and the sword and the battle
from the earth,
and will make them to lie down safely.

1919 I will take you for My wife forever.
I will take you for My wife in righteousness and in

justice,
in mercy and in compassion.

2020 I will take you for My wife in faithfulness,
and you will know the LORD .

2121 On that day I will answer,
declares the LORD ;

I will answer the heavens,
and they will answer the earth.

2222 The earth will answer the grain,
the wine, and the oil;
and they will answer Jezreel.

2323 Then I will sow her for Myself in the earth.
I will have mercy upon Lo-Ruhamah,

and I will say to Lo-Ammi, “You are My people,”
† Or a My master.

and they will say, “You are my God.”

Hosea Redeems His WifeHosea Redeems His Wife

Then the LORD said to me, “Go, again, love a
woman who is loved by a lover and is committing

adultery, just as the LORD loves the children of Israel,
who look to other gods and love raisin cakes.”

22 So I purchased her for myself for fifteen shekels of
silver, and for a homer of barley, and a half homer of
barley. 33 Then I said to her, “You will remain with me
many days. You will not play the whore, and you will
not belong to anotheranother man. And also I will bewill be with
you.”

44 For the children of Israel will remain many days
without a king and without a prince, without a sacri-
fice and without a standing stone, and without an
ephod and teraphim. 55 Afterward the children of Israel
will return and seek the LORD their God and David
their king. They will come in fear to the LORD and to
His goodness in the latter days.

God Accuses IsrGod Accuses Israelael

Hear the word of the LORD , O children of Israel,
for the LORD has a dispute

with the inhabitants of the land:
There is no truth or mercy,
and no knowledge of God in the land.

22 Swearing, lying, and killing,
and stealing and adultery

break out,
and bloodshed follows bloodshed.

33 Therefore the land dries up,
and everyone who lives in it withers

with the beasts of the field
and the birds of the sky;
even the fish of the sea disappear.

44 Yet let no one contend,
and let none reprove another,

for your people are like those
that contend with a priest. ††††

55 You will stumble in the day,
and the prophet also will stumble with you in the

night,
and I will destroy your mother.

66 My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge.
Because you have rejected knowledge,
I will reject you from being My priest.

And because you have forgotten the law of your God,
I will also forget your children.

77 As they increased, so they sinned against Me.
I will change ‡‡ their glory ‡†‡† into shame.

88 They feed upon the sin of My people,
and they are greedy for their iniquity.

99 It will be like people, like priest.
I will punish them for their ways

†† Meaning of Heb. uncertain. ‡ MT; Ancient Heb. tradition a
They will change. ‡† MT; Ancient Heb. tradition a My glory.
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and reward them for their deeds.
1010 They will eat, but not be satisfied;
they will play the whore, but not multiply,

because they have forsaken the LORD
by devoting themselves to 1111 harlotry;

wine and new wine
take away understanding.

The Idolatry of IsrThe Idolatry of Israelael
1212 My people seek counsel from their wood,
and their staff informs them.

For the spirit of harlotry has led them astray,
and they have played the whore in defiance of their

God.
1313 They sacrifice upon the tops of the mountains,
and burn incense upon the hills

under oak, poplar, and elm
because their shade is good.

Therefore your daughters play the whore,
and your daughters-in-law commit adultery.

1414 I will not punish your daughters
when they play the whore,

nor your daughters-in-law
when they commit adultery.

For the men separate themselves with whores,
and they sacrifice with cult prostitutes.
A people without understanding will come to ruin.

1515 Though you play the whore, O Israel,
do not let Judah offend.

Do not come to Gilgal,
or go up to Beth Aven,
and do not swear, “As the LORD lives.”

1616 Like a stubborn heifer,
Israel is stubborn.

Now will the LORD feed them
like a lamb in a wide pasture?

1717 Ephraim is joined to idols;
let him alone.

1818 Their drink has soured,
they have played the whore continually.
Her rulers dearly love shame.

1919 A wind has wrapped her in its wings,
and they will be ashamed because of their sacrifices.

Judgment Against IsrJudgment Against Israel and Judahael and Judah

Hear this, O priests!
Pay attention, O house of Israel!

Listen, O house of the king!
For the judgment is for you,

because you have been a snare at Mizpah
and a net spread over Tabor,

22 and a pit dug deep in Shittim;
but I will discipline them all.

33 I know Ephraim,
and Israel is not hidden from Me;

for now, O Ephraim, you have played the whore.
Israel is defiled.

44 Their deeds do not allow them
to return to their God;

for a spirit of harlotry is in their midst,
and they do not know the LORD .

55 The pride of Israel testifies against him.
Israel and Ephraim stumble in their iniquity.
Judah also stumbles with them.

66 With their flocks and their herds they will go
to seek the LORD ,

but they will not find Him.
He has withdrawn from them.

77 They have dealt faithlessly with the LORD ,
for they have given birth to illegitimate children.

Now the New Moon will devour them
along with their portion.

WWarar, W, Wrrath, and Repentanceath, and Repentance
88 Blow the horn in Gibeah,
and the trumpet in Ramah.

Cry aloud at Beth Aven,
“ LookLook behind you, O Benjamin!” ††

99 Ephraim will become desolate
in the day of punishment.

Among the tribes of Israel
I make known that which is sure.

1010 The princes of Judah have become
like those who remove a boundary marker.

Upon them I will pour out
My wrath like water.

1111 Ephraim is oppressed
and broken in judgment,
because he eagerly followed after vanity.

1212 Therefore I will be like pus to Ephraim
and like rottenness to the house of Judah.

1313 When Ephraim saw his sickness
and Judah saw his wound,

then Ephraim went to Assyria,
and sent to King Jareb. ††††

Yet he cannot cure you
or heal your wound.

1414 For I will be like a lion to Ephraim
and like a young lion to the house of Judah.

I, Myself, will tear and go away.
I will carry off, and no one will rescue.

1515 I will again return to My place
until they acknowledge their offense

and seek My face.
In their affliction they will earnestly seek Me.

A Call to RepentanceA Call to Repentance

Come, let us return to the LORD ,
for He has torn,

and He will heal us.
He has struck,
and He will bind us up.

22 After two days He will revive us.
† Or a “After you, O Benjamin!” †† Or a the great king.
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On the third day He will raise us up,
that we may live before Him.

33 Let us know, let us press on to know the LORD .
His appearance is as sure as the dawn.

He will come to us like the rain;
like the spring rains He will water the earth.

Impenitence of IsrImpenitence of Israel and Judahael and Judah
44 What shall I do to you, O Ephraim?
What shall I do to you, O Judah?

Your faithfulness is like a morning cloud,
and like the early dew it goes away.

55 Therefore I have hewn them by the prophets.
I have killed them by the words of My mouth,
and My †† judgments go forth like light.

66 For I desired mercy, and not sacrifice,
and the knowledge of God more than burnt offer-

ings.
77 But like men †††† they have transgressed the covenant.
There they dealt faithlessly with Me.

88 Gilead is a city of evildoers,
polluted with blood.

99 As robbers lie in wait for someone,
soso a company of priests

murder on the way to Shechem.
They commit a shameful deed.

1010 I have seen a horrible thing
in the house of Israel.

The harlotry of Ephraim is there;
Israel is defiled.

1111 Also, O Judah, a harvest is appointed for you,
when I restore the fortunes of My people.

When I would heal Israel,
the iniquity of Ephraim is revealed,

and the wickedness of Samaria.
For they deal deceitfully;
the thief breaks in;
the robbers raid outside,

22 but they did not consider in their hearts
that I remember all their wickedness.

Now their own deeds surround them;
they are before My face.

Corrupt and DisloCorrupt and Disloyal Politicsyal Politics
33 They make the king glad with their wickedness,
and the princes with their lies.

44 They are all adulterers,
like an oven heated by a baker,

who ceases stirring the firthe firee
after kneading the dough until it is leavened.

55 On the day of our king the princes made himhim sick
from the heat of wine.
He stretched out his hand with scorners.

66 For they are kindled ‡‡ like an oven.
Their heart burns within them; ‡†‡†

† Gk. Syr.: Heb. a Your. †† Or a like/at Adam. ‡ Gk. Syr.:
Heb. a brought near. ‡† Or a while they lie in wait.

their anger smolders ‡‡‡‡ all night;
in the morning it blazes like a flaming fire.

77 They are all hot as an oven,
and they devour their judges.

All their kings have fallen,
and none of them calls to Me.

88 Ephraim mixes himself with the people.
Ephraim is a cake not turned.

99 Foreigners devour his strength,
but he does not know it.

Gray hairs are here and there upon him,
but he does not know it.

1010 The pride of Israel testifies against him,
but they do not return to the LORD their God,
nor seek Him for all this.

1111 Ephraim is like a dove,
silly and without sense;

they call to Egypt,
they go to Assyria.

1212 Wherever they go, I will spread My net over them;
I will bring them down like the birds of the sky;

I will discipline them according to
the report to their congregation.

1313 Woe to them,
for they have fled from Me!

Destruction to them,
for they have rebelled against Me!

Though I would redeem them,
yet they speak lies against Me.

1414 They do not cry to Me with their heart
when they howl on their beds.

They gather together for grain and wine,
they rebel against Me.

1515 Though I trained and strengthened their arms,
yet they devise mischief against Me.

1616 They return, butbut not to the Most High.
They are like a loose bow.

Their princes will fall by the sword
for the rage of their tongue.

This will be their derision
in the land of Egypt.

The Apostasy of IsrThe Apostasy of Israelael

Set the trumpet to your mouth!
OneOne like an eagle is on the house of the LORD ,

because they have transgressed My covenant
and rebelled against My law.

22 Israel cries to Me,
“My God, we know You.”

33 Israel has cast off the good;
the enemy will pursue him.

44 They set up kings, but not through Me;
they made princes, but I did not know it.

With their silver and gold,
they made idols,
so that they will be cut off.

55 Your calf, O Samaria, is rejected!
‡‡ Or a Their baker sleeps.
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My anger is kindled against them.
How long will they be incapable of innocence?

66 For it is from Israel;
a craftsman made it,
and it is not God!

The calf of Samaria
will be broken to pieces.

77 For they sow the wind,
and they will reap the whirlwind.

The standing grain has no head
and will yield no flour.

If it were to yield,
foreigners would swallow it up.

88 Israel is swallowed up.
Now they are among the nations
as a vessel in which there is no pleasure.

99 For they have gone up to Assyria
likelike a wild donkey alone by itself;
Ephraim has hired lovers.

1010 Though they hire among the nations,
I will now gather them.

They will begin to diminish due to the burden
of the king of princes.

1111 Because Ephraim has multiplied altars for sin,
they have become to him altars for sinning.

1212 I have written for him the great things of My law,
but they were regarded as a strange thing.

1313 For the sacrifices of My offerings,
they sacrifice flesh and eat it;
but the LORD does not accept them.

Now He will remember their iniquity
and punish their sins.
They will return to Egypt.

1414 Israel has forgotten his Maker
and built temples,
and Judah has multiplied fortified cities;

so I will send a fire upon his cities,
and it will devour his palaces.

The Punishment of IsrThe Punishment of Israelael

Do not rejoice, O Israel!
Do not exult †† like the peoples,

for you have played the whore departing from your
God.

You have loved a prostitute’s wages
on every threshing floor.

22 The threshing floor and the winepress will not feed
them,

and the new wine will fail in her.
33 They will not dwell in the land of the LORD ;
but Ephraim will return to Egypt,
and they will eat unclean things in Assyria.

44 They will not offer wine offerings to the LORD ,
and their sacrifices will not please Him.

Their sacrifices will be like the bread of mourners;
all who eat of it will be defiled.

† Gk.; Heb. a to exultation.

For their bread will be only to satisfy their own
hunger;

it will not come into the house of the LORD .
55 What will you do on the appointed day,
and on the day of the festival of the LORD ?

66 For indeed they are gone because of destruction.
Egypt will gather them,
and Memphis will bury them.

Nettles will possess their pleasant things of silver,
and thorns will be in their tents.

77 The days of punishment have come;
the days of recompense have come.
Israel knows!

The prophet is a fool;
the man of the spirit is insane,

because of your great iniquity and great hatred.
88 The watchman of Ephraim is a prophet
for my God;

yet a fowler’s snare is on all his ways,
and hatred in the house of his God.

99 They have deeply corrupted themselves
as in the days of Gibeah.

He will remember their iniquity,
He will punish their sins.

1010 Like grapes in the wilderness,
I found Israel.

Like the first fruit on the fig tree in its first season,
I saw your fathers.

But they went to Baal Peor
and consecrated themselves to a thing ofa thing of shame,
and they became an abomination like the thingthe thing they

loved.
1111 As for Ephraim, their glory shall fly away like a bird:
no birth, no pregnancy, no conception!

1212 Though they bring up their children,
I will bereave them until none are left.

Woe to them indeed,
when I depart from them!

1313 Just as I saw Ephraim like Tyre,
planted in a pleasant place,

so now Ephraim will bring out
his children for slaughter.

1414 Give them, O LORD —
what will You give?

Give them a miscarrying womb
and dry breasts.

1515 All their wickedness is in Gilgal,
for there I hated them.

Because of the wickedness of their deeds,
I will drive them out of My house.

I will love them no more.
All their princes are rebels.

1616 Ephraim is stricken,
their root is dried up,
they shall bear no fruit.

Even though they give birth,
I will slay the beloved offspring of their womb.

1717 My God will reject them
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because they did not listen to Him,
and they will be wanderers among the nations.

IsrIsrael’ael’s Sin and Captivitys Sin and Captivity

Israel is a fertile vine
that brings forth its fruit.

As his fruit multiplied,
so his altars increased;

as his land prospered,
so he †† improved hishis pillars.

22 Their heart is divided;
now they must bear their guilt.

He will break down their altars
and destroy their pillars.

33 For now they will say,
“We have no king,

because we do not fear the LORD ;
and a king, what could he do for us?”

44 They speak mere words,
swearing falsely
in making a covenant.

Thus judgment springs up like a poisonous plant
in the furrows of the field.

55 The inhabitants of Samaria fear
because of the calf of Beth Aven.

For its people mourn for it,
and its priests shriek for it,
because its glory has departed from it.

66 It will be carried to Assyria
as a tribute to King Jareb. ††††

Ephraim shall be put to shame,
and Israel shall be ashamed of his idol. ‡‡

77 As for Samaria, her king will perish
like a twig on the water.

88 The high places of Aven, the sin of Israel,
will be destroyed.

Thorn and thistle will grow
on their altars.

They will say to the mountains, Cover us,
and to the hills, Fall on us.

99 O Israel, you have sinned since the days of Gibeah.
There they have continued. ‡†‡†

Will not the war in Gibeah against evildoers
overtake them?

1010 When I desire, I will punish them.
The nations will be gathered against them
when they are disciplined ‡‡‡‡ for their two transgres-

sions.
1111 Ephraim is a trained heifer
that loves to thresh grain,
but I harnessed her fair neck;

I will make Ephraim pull a ploa ploww .
Judah will plow;
Jacob shall furrow for himself.

1212 Sow to yourselves righteousness,
reap mercy,
† Heb. a they. †† Or a the great king. ‡ Or a counsel. ‡†

Or Ta here they stood. ‡‡ Gk.; Heb. a bound.

break up your fallow ground;
for it is time to seek the LORD ,

until He comes
and rains righteousness upon you.

1313 You have plowed wickedness.
You have reaped iniquity,
and you have eaten the fruit of lies.

Because you have trusted in your power
and in the numbers of your warriors,

1414 therefore a tumult will arise among your people,
and all your fortresses will be destroyed

as Shalman destroyed Beth Arbel in the day of battle;
mothers were dashed to pieces upon theirtheir children.

1515 So will it be done to you, O Bethel,
because of your great wickedness.

At dawn
the king of Israel will be utterly cut off.

God’God’s Los Love for Isrve for Israelael

When Israel was a child, I loved him,
and out of Egypt I called My son.

22 As I ‡‡†‡‡† called them,
so they went from Me. ‡‡‡‡‡‡

They sacrificed to the Baals
and burned incense to idols.

33 I taught Ephraim to walk,
taking them up in My §§ arms,

but they did not know
that I healed them.

44 I drew them with cords of human kindness, §†§†

with bands of love.
I was to them as those who ease the yoke on their

neck, §††§††

and I bent down and fed them.
55 He will return §‡§‡ to the land of Egypt,
and Assyria will be his king,
because they refused to return to Meto Me .

66 The sword slashes in their cities,
consumes their oracle-priests,
and devours because of their own counsels.

77 My people are bent on backsliding from Me.
Though they called to the Most High,
none at all exalt Him.

88 How can I give you up, Ephraim?
How can I hand you over, Israel?

How can I make you like Admah?
How can I treat you like Zeboyim?

My heart churns within Me;
My compassion is stirred.

99 I will not execute the fierceness of My anger;
I will not again destroy Ephraim.

For I am God, and not man,
the Holy One in your midst,
and I will not come in wrath.

1010 They will walk after the LORD ,
‡‡† Gk.; Heb. a they. ‡‡‡ Gk.; Heb. a them. § Gk. Syr. Vulg.;

Heb. a his. §† Heb. a cords of a man. §†† Or a jaws. §‡ So
LXX. Heb. a He not will return.
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1313

who roars like a lion.
When He roars,
His children will come trembling from the west.

1111 They will come trembling
like a bird out of Egypt
and like a dove from the land of Assyria.

And I will let them dwell in their houses,
says the LORD .

God’God’s Chars Charge Against Ephrge Against Ephraimaim
1212 Ephraim has surrounded Me with lies,
and the house of Israel with deceit.

But Judah still walks with God,
and is faithful to the Holy One. ††

Ephraim feeds on the wind
and chases after the east wind all day long.

He multiplies lies and devastation.
They make a covenant with Assyria,
and oil is carried to Egypt.

A History of RebellionA History of Rebellion
22 The LORD has a dispute with Judah,
and will punish Jacob according to his ways,
and repay him according to his doings.

33 In the womb, he took his brother by the heel,
and by his strength he strove with God.

44 He struggled with the angel, and prevailed;
he wept, and sought favor from Him.

He found Him in Bethel,
and there He spoke with us.

55 As for the LORD the God of Hosts,
the LORD is the name by which He is invoked!

66 But as for you, return to your God,
hold fast to mercy and justice,
and wait on your God continually.

77 A merchant, in whose hands are deceitful balances,
he loves to oppress.

88 Ephraim said,
“Yet I am rich, I have found wealth for myself.

In all my labors, they shall find no offense in me
that would be sin.”

99 I am the LORD your God
from the land of Egypt.

I will again make you to dwell in tents,
as in the days of the appointed feast.

1010 I have spoken by the prophets,
and I have multiplied visions,
and through the prophets I will bring destruction. ††††

1111 In Gilead there is iniquity;
surely they will come to nothing.

In Gilgal they sacrifice bulls,
so their altars will be like stone heaps
in the furrows of the fields.

1212 Jacob fled to the land of Aram,
and Israel served for a wife,
and for a wife he kept sheepsheep .

† Or a holy ones. †† Or a speak in parables.

1313 By a prophet the LORD brought Israel up from
Egypt,

and by a prophet he was preserved.
1414 Ephraim provoked Him to anger most bitterly,
so his Lord shall leave his bloodguilt on him
and repay him for his reproach.

God’God’s Unrs Unrelenting Judgment on Isrelenting Judgment on Israelael

When Ephraim spoke, trembling,
he was exalted in Israel.

But he incurred guilt through Baal worshipworship and he
died.

22 And now they continue sinning
and have made a cast image for themselves,

idols of their silver, according to their understanding;
all of them the work of craftsmen.

They say of them,
“Those who sacrifice ‡‡

are kissing calves!”
33 Therefore they will be like the morning cloud,
or like the early dew that passes away,
like chaff blown off the threshing floor,
or like the smoke from a chimney.

44 Yet I am the LORD your God
ever since the land of Egypt.

You know no God but Me,
and there is no savior besides Me.

55 I knew ‡†‡† you in the wilderness,
in the land of great drought.

66 When they had pasture, they were satisfied.
They were satisfied, and their heart was exalted;
therefore they forgot Me.

77 So I will be like a lion to them,
like a leopard I will lurk by the path.

88 I will attack them like a bear bereaved of her cubs,
and will tear open their rib cage.

There I will devour them like a lion,
asas the wild beast would tear them to pieces.

99 O Israel, you are destroyed, ‡‡‡‡

but in Me is your help.
1010 Where now is your king
that he may save you in all your cities?

And where are your judges of whom you said,
“Give me a king and princes”?

1111 I gave you a king in My anger,
and took him away in My wrath.

1212 The iniquity of Ephraim is bound up;
his sin is stored up.

1313 The pains of childbirth come for him.
He is an unwise son,

for he does not present himself
at the opening of the womb.

1414 I will ransom them from the power of Sheol.
I will redeem them from Death.

O Death, where are your plagues?
O Sheol, where is your sting?
‡ Or a those who offer human sacrifice. ‡† Or a fed. ‡‡

Heb. a he has destroyed you.
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Compassion is hidden from My eyes.
1515 Though he be fruitful among hishis brothers,

the east wind will come, a wind of the LORD ,
rising from the wilderness.

And his spring shall become dry,
his fountain shall be dried up.

It shall plunder hishis treasury
of every desirable thing.

1616 Samaria will be held guilty,
for she has rebelled against her God.

They will fall by the sword,
their infants will be dashed to pieces,
and their pregnant women will be ripped open.

A Plea for RepentanceA Plea for Repentance

Return, O Israel, to the LORD your God,
for you have stumbled because of your iniqui-

ty.
22 Take words with you
and return to the LORD .

Say to Him,
“Take away all iniquity,

and accept that which is good;
and we will offer the fruit †† of our lips!

33 Assyria will not save us,
we will not ride on horses.
† Gk. Syr.; Heb. a bulls.

We will no longer say, ‘Our God,’
to the work of our hands.
In You the orphan finds mercy.”

44 I will heal their backsliding;
I will love them freely,
for My anger has turned away from him.

55 I will be like the dew to Israel;
he shall grow like the lily

and shall strike his roots
like Lebanon.
66 His branches will spread out,

and his beauty shall be like the olive tree,
and his fragrance like that of Lebanon.

77 Those that dwell under his shadow will return,
they will flourish like the grain

and grow as a vine.
Their fragrance will be like the wine of Lebanon.

88 O Ephraim, what have I to do with idols?
It is I who answer and look after him.

I am like a green fir tree;
your fruit is found in Me.

99 Whoever is wise, let him understand these things;
whoever prudent, let him know them.

For the ways of the LORD are right,
and the just will walk in them;
but the transgressors stumble in them.
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JOELJOEL
This book was likely written between 835 and 800 BC. The prophet Joel is the author. It is difficult to date be-
cause no Israelite or Judean king or foreign nation is mentioned in it. The dominant theme is the Day of the
Lord. Little is known about Joel, but his concern for Judah and Jerusalem suggests that he ministered in Judah.
The book opens with the nation under a plague of locusts that has destroyed everything in its path and left the
inhabitants destitute. Joel prophesies deliverance and restoration, but then he mentions great events for God’s
people. He speaks of prosperity to come, the promise of God’s Spirit, and the coming Day of the Lord. These
prophecies reach into the New Testament with Pentecost in Acts 2.

The word of the LORD , which came to Joel, son
of Pethuel.

A Land Laid WA Land Laid Wasteaste
22 Hear this, elders,
and give ear, all inhabitants of the land!

Has anything like this happened in your days,
or in the days of your fathers?

33 Tell it to your children,
and let your children tell their children,
and let their children tell another generation.

44 What the fledging locust left,
the adult locust has eaten;

what the adult locust left,
the larval locust has eaten;

what the larval locust left,
the hopper locust has eaten.

55 Awaken, drunkards, and weep!
Wail, all wine-drinkers,

because the sweet wine
has been cut off from your lips.

66 For a nation powerful and innumerable
has invaded my land;

its teeth are like the teeth of a lion,
like the fangs of a lioness.

77 It has despoiled my vine,
and splintered my fig tree;

it has stripped off its bark
and cast it away,
leaving its branches white.

88 Lament like a virgin wearing sackcloth
for the husband of her youth.

99 The grain offering and the drink offering
are cut off from the house of the LORD ;

the priests mourn, who are
ministers to the LORD .

1010 The field is ravaged,
the ground mourns;

for the grain is ruined,
the new wine is dried up,
and the oil dwindles.

1111 Despair, fieldworkers;
wail, vinedressers,

for the wheat and the barley,
because the harvest of the field has perished.

1212 The vine is dried up,
and the fig tree is withered;

pomegranate, palm, and apple—
all the trees of the field are dry;

surely joy has withered away
from the sons of men.

A Call to RepentanceA Call to Repentance
1313 Put on sackcloth and lament, O priests;
wail, ministers of the altar.

Come, spend the night in sackcloth,
ministers of my God,

because the grain offering and the drink offering
are withheld from the house of your God.

1414 Consecrate a fast,
call a sacred assembly,

assemble the elders
and all the inhabitants of the land

to the house of the LORD your God,
and cry out to the LORD .

1515 Alas, for the day!
For the day of the LORD is near,
and like devastation from the Almighty it comes.

1616 Has not the food been cut off
before our eyes,

joy and gladness
from the house of our God?

1717 The seeds have shriveled
under their shovels,

the storehouses have been deserted;
the granaries have been torn down,
because the grain has dried up.

1818 How the beasts groan!
The herds of cattle are confused,

because they have no pasture;
even the flocks of sheep suffer.

1919 To You, O LORD , I call,
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because fire has devoured the wild pastures,
and flame has burned all the trees of the field.

2020 Even the beasts of the field long for You,
because the streams of water have dried up,
and fire has devoured the wild pastures.

The Day of theThe Day of the LLORDORD

Blow the ram’s horn in Zion,
sound the alarm on My holy mountain!

All the inhabitants of the earth will tremble,
because the day of the LORD has come,

because it is near—
22 a day of darkness and gloom,
a day of clouds and thick darkness.

Like blackness spreading over the mountain,
a great and mighty army comes,

such as was never before,
and will never be again,
even through the years of all generations.

33 Before them fire devours,
and behind them a flame blazes;

the land is like the garden of Eden before them,
but behind them a desolate wasteland,
and nothing escapes them.

44 They have the appearance of horses,
and like cavalry they run.

55 As with the sound of chariots,
they leap on the mountaintops,

as with the sound of a flame of fire consuming stub-
ble,

as a mighty army arrayed for war.
66 Before them, peoples are tormented;
every face turns pale.

77 Like mighty men they run,
like men of war they scale a wall;

each marches on his way,
they do not swerve from their paths.

88 They do not jostle one another;
each marches in his track.

Through the weapons they plunge;
they do not break rank.

99 They rush on the city,
they run on the wall;

they climb up into the houses,
they enter through the windows like thieves.

1010 Before them the earth quakes,
the heavens shake;

the sun and moon darken,
and the stars withdraw their radiance.

1111 The LORD has sounded His voice
before His army,

for His camp is exceedingly great;
mighty is the one who accomplishes His word.

For great is the day of the LORD ,
and very awe-inspiring.
Who can endure it?

Return to theReturn to the LLORDORD
1212 Yet even now, declares the LORD ,
return to Me with all your heart,
and with fasting and with weeping and with mourn-

ing.
1313 Rend your heart,
and not your garments;

return to the LORD your God,
for He is gracious and merciful,

slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love;
and He relents from punishing.

1414 Who knows? He might turn aside and relent,
and He might leave behind a blessing—

a grain offering and a food offering
for the LORD your God.

1515 Blow the ram’s horn in Zion,
consecrate a fast,
call a sacred assembly.

1616 Gather the people,
consecrate the congregation,

assemble the elders,
gather the children
and those nursing at the breast;

let the bridegroom leave his room
and the bride her chamber.

1717 Between the temple porch and the altar,
let the priests, ministers of the LORD , weep and say,

“Have pity upon Your people,
and do not make Your heritage a disgrace,
a mockery among the nations.

Why should they say among the peoples,
‘Where is their God?’”

Rescue and RestitutionRescue and Restitution
1818 Then the LORD became jealous for His land
and took pity upon His people.

1919 So the LORD answered and said to His people,
Here! I am sending you grain, new wine, and oil,
and you will be satisfied,

and I will never again make you
a disgrace among the nations.

2020 I will remove the northerner far from you,
and I will banish him to a dry and desolate land,

those in front to the eastern sea,
and those in back to the western sea,

and his stink will rise,
and his stench will rise,
for he has done great things.

2121 Do not be afraid, land;
exult and rejoice,
for the LORD has done great things!

2222 Do not be afraid, beasts of the field,
because the wild pastures flourish,

because the tree bears its fruit;
the fig tree and the vine yield their abundance.

2323 And children of Zion, exult
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and rejoice in the LORD your God,
because He has given to you
the early rain for vindication.

He showers down rains for you,
the early rain and the latter rain, as before.

2424 Then the threshing floors will be filled with grain,
and the vats will overflow with new wine and oil.

2525 And I will compensate you for the years the locusts
have eaten—

the larval locust, the hopper locust,
and the fledging locust—

My great army which I sent against you.
2626 You will eat abundantly and be satisfied,
and you will praise the name of the LORD your God,
who has worked wonders for you;

and My people will never again be shamed.
2727 Then you will know that I am in the midst of Israel,
that I am the LORD your God,
and that there is no other.

And My people will never again be shamed.

The Outpouring of the SpiritThe Outpouring of the Spirit
2828 And it will be that, afterwards,
I will pour out My Spirit on all flesh;

then your sons and your daughters will prophesy,
your old men will dream dreams,
and your young men will see visions.

2929 Even on the menservants and maidservants
in those days I will pour out My Spirit.

3030 Then I will work wonders in the heavens
and the earth—
blood and fire and columns of smoke.

3131 The sun will be turned to darkness,
and the moon to blood,
before the great and awe-inspiring day of the LORD

comes.
3232 And it will be that everyone
who calls on the name of the LORD will be saved.

For on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem
there will be deliverance,
as the LORD has said,

and among the survivors
whom the LORD calls.

Judging the NationsJudging the Nations

In those days and at that time,
when I restore the fortunes of Judah and

Jerusalem,
22 I will gather all the nations,
and bring them down to the Valley of Jehoshaphat.

I will enter into judgment with them there
regarding My people and My heritage Israel,

whom they have scattered among the nations;
they have also divided up My land.

33 They have cast lots for My people,
and have traded a boy for a prostitute;

they have sold a girl for wine,

that they might drink.
44 Also, what are you to Me, Tyre and Sidon and all the

regions of Philistia? Are you repaying Me for some-
thing? If you are repaying Me, I will return your pay-
ment swiftly and speedily on your head. 55 For you have
taken My silver and My gold, and you have carried off
My finest treasures to your temples. 66 You have sold
the people of Judah and Jerusalem to the Greeks in or-
der to remove them far from their border.

77 I am about to rouse them from the place to which
you have sold them, and I will return your payment on
your head. 88 I will sell your sons and your daughters
into the hand of the people of Judah, and they will sell
them to the Sabeans—to a distant nation, for the
LORD has spoken.

99 Proclaim this among the nations:
Consecrate a war!

Stir up the mighty men!
Let all the men of war draw near and rise.

1010 Beat your plowshares into swords
and your pruning hooks into spears;

let the weakling say,
“I am a warrior!”

1111 Hurry and come, all you surrounding nations,
and gather there.

Bring down Your warriors, O LORD .
1212 Let the nations be roused,
and go up to the Valley of Jehoshaphat;

for there I will sit
to judge all the surrounding nations.

1313 Swing the sickle,
for the harvest is ripe.

Come and tread,
for the winepress is full.
The wine vats overflow,

because their evil is great.
1414 Multitudes, multitudes,
in the valley of decision!

For the day of the LORD is near
in the valley of the decision.

1515 The sun and moon darken,
and the stars withdraw their radiance.

1616 The LORD roars from Zion,
and sounds His voice from Jerusalem,
and heaven and earth quake.

But the LORD is a refuge for His people,
and a stronghold for the children of Israel.

TheThe LLORDORD Dwells in ZionDwells in Zion
1717 Then you will know that I am the LORD your God,
who dwells in Zion, My holy mountain.

And Jerusalem will be holy,
and invaders will never again pass through her.

1818 And it will be that in that day the mountains will
drip sweet wine,

and the hills will flow with milk,
and all the streambeds of Judah will flow with water;

a spring will proceed from the house of the LORD
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and will water the Valley of Shittim.
1919 Egypt will become a desolation,
and Edom a desolate wasteland,

because of the violence done to the people of Ju-
dah—

they shed innocent blood in their land.

2020 But Judah will be inhabited forever,
and Jerusalem for generations and generations.

2121 I will avenge their blood,
which I have not yet avenged.
The LORD dwells in Zion!
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AMOSAMOS
This book was likely written between 760 and 753 BC. The author is the prophet Amos. Its theme is judgment
against the sins of social injustice. Amos was a shepherd and farmer whom God called to prophesy during the
reigns of Uzziah (792–740 BC) in the southern kingdom and Jeroboam II (793–753 BC) in the north. Both king-
doms were in a period of political stability and prosperity; nevertheless, it was also a time of idolatry and cor-
ruption. The rich and powerful oppressed the poor. Amos denounced the people of Israel for their social injus-
tice and their apostasy, and he warned that disaster would come because they had broken the covenant. Amos
pleads with them to repent and return to God. The book closes with a promise of future restoration through an
anointed king.

Judgment Against IsrJudgment Against Israel’ael’s Neighborss Neighbors

The words of Amos, who was among the shep-
herds of Tekoa, which he saw concerning Israel in

the days of Uzziah king of Judah and in the days of Jer-
oboam the son of Joash king of Israel two years before
the earthquake.

22 He said:
The LORD roars from Zion
and utters His voice from Jerusalem;

the pastures of the shepherds languish,
the top of Carmel withers.

33 Thus says the LORD :
For three transgressions of Damascus,
and for four, I will not revoke the punishment,

because they have threshed Gilead
with threshing sledges of iron.

44 So I will send fire against the house of Hazael,
and it will devour the fortresses of Ben-Hadad.

55 I will break the gate bar of Damascus;
from the Valley of Aven I will cut off the one en-

throned,
and from Beth Eden the one who holds the scepter.
The people of Aram will go into captivity to Kir,
says the LORD .

66 Thus says the LORD :
For three transgressions of Gaza,
and for four, I will not revoke the punishment,

because they carried away into exile an entire depor-
tation,

to deliver them up to Edom.
77 So I will send fire against the wall of Gaza,
and it will devour its fortresses.

88 From Ashdod I will cut off the one enthroned
and from Ashkelon the one who holds the scepter.

I will turn My hand against Ekron,
and the remnant of the Philistines will perish,
says the Lord GOD .

99 Thus says the LORD :
For three transgressions of Tyre,

and for four, I will not revoke the punishment,
because they delivered up an entire deportation to

Edom,
and did not remember the covenant of kinship.

1010 So I will send fire against the wall of Tyre,
and it will devour its fortresses.

1111 Thus says the LORD :
For three transgressions of Edom,
and for four, I will not revoke the punishment,

because he pursued his brother with the sword,
and repressed all pity;

his anger tore with no ceasing,
and his wrath persisted with no end.

1212 So I will send fire against Teman,
and it will devour the fortresses of Bozrah.

1313 Thus says the LORD :
For three transgressions of the Ammonites,
and for four, I will not revoke the punishment,

because they ripped open the pregnant women of
Gilead,

in order to enlarge their border.
1414 So I will kindle a fire against the wall of Rabbah,
and it will devour its fortresses,

with a war cry on the day of battle,
with a tempest on the day of the whirlwind.

1515 Their king shall go into captivity,
he and his princes together,
says the LORD .

Thus says the LORD :
For three transgressions of Moab,

and for four, I will not revoke the punishment,
because he burned to lime
the bones of the king of Edom.

22 So I will send fire against Moab,
and it will devour the fortresses of Kerioth;

Moab will die in uproar,
with a war cry and the alarm of the trumpet.

33 I will cut off the ruler from its midst,
and will slay all its princes with him,
says the LORD .

653 AMOS 2:3



33

Judgment Against JudahJudgment Against Judah
44 Thus says the LORD :

For three transgressions of Judah,
and for four, I will not revoke the punishment,

because they have rejected the law of the LORD ,
and have not kept His commandments.

The lies which their fathers followed
have led them astray.

55 So I will send fire against Judah,
and it will devour the fortresses of Jerusalem.

Judgment Against IsrJudgment Against Israelael
66 Thus says the LORD :

For three transgressions of Israel,
and for four, I will not revoke the punishment,

because they sell the righteous for silver,
and the poor for a pair of sandals.

77 They trample the head of the poor
into the dust of the earth,
and push the oppressed out of the way.

A man and his father go in to the same woman,
profaning My holy name.

88 They recline by every altar
on garments taken in pledge,

and in the house of their gods
they drink the wine from those who have been

fined.
99 Yet it was I who destroyed the Amorite before them,
whose height was like the height of the cedars.
He was strong as the oaks,

yet I destroyed his fruit above
and his roots below.

1010 It was I who brought you up from the land of
Egypt,

and led you forty years through the wilderness,
to possess the land of the Amorite.

1111 I raised up some of your sons as prophets,
and some of your young men as Nazirites.

Is it not so, O children of Israel?
says the LORD .

1212 But you made the Nazirites drink wine,
and commanded the prophets, saying, “Do not

prophesy.”
1313 Indeed I will slow you down,
as a wagon is slowed that is full of sheaves.

1414 Flight will perish from the swift,
the strong will not retain his strength,
nor will the warrior save his life.

1515 The bowman will not stand firm,
the swift-footed will not escape,
nor will the horseman save his life.

1616 He that is courageous among the warriors
will flee away naked on that day,
says the LORD .

First PrFirst Pronouncement of Punishmentonouncement of Punishment

Hear this word that the LORD has spoken against
you, O children of Israel, against the whole family

I brought up from the land of Egypt, saying:
22 You alone have I known
of all the families of the earth;

therefore I will punish you
for all your iniquities.

33 Do two people walk together,
if they have not agreed?

44 Does a lion roar in the forest,
if it has no prey?

Does a young lion cry out from its den,
if it has not caught something?

55 Does a bird fall into a trap on the ground,
if there was no snare for it?

Does a trap spring up from the ground,
if it has not caught something?

66 If the trumpet blasts in the city,
are not the people frightened?

If there is disaster against a city,
is it not the LORD who has done it?

77 Surely the Lord GOD does nothing
without revealing His purpose
to His servants the prophets.

88 The lion has roared;
who will not fear?

The Lord GOD has spoken;
who can but prophesy?

99 Proclaim to the fortresses in Ashdod,
and the fortresses in the land of Egypt, and say:

“Assemble yourselves on the mountains of Samaria,
and see the great disorders within her,
and the oppression in her midst.”

1010 They do not know how to do right, says the LORD ,
storing up violence and destruction in their

fortresses.
1111 Therefore thus says the Lord GOD :

An enemy will surround your land;
he will tear down your defenses,
and your fortresses will be plundered.

1212 Thus says the LORD :
As the shepherd rescues out of the mouth of the lion
a pair of legs or a piece of an ear,
so will the children of Israel be rescued,

those who live in Samaria,
with the corner of a bed
or a piece of a couch.

1313 Hear and testify against the house of Jacob, says
the Lord GOD , the God of Hosts:

1414 Surely on the day I punish the transgressions of Is-
rael,

I will also punish the altars of Bethel;
the horns of the altar will be cut off
and fall to the ground.

1515 I will destroy the winter house
as well as the summer house,
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and the houses of ivory will perish;
the great houses will come to an end,
says the LORD .

Second PrSecond Pronouncement of Punishmentonouncement of Punishment

Hear this word, you cows of Bashan, who are on
the mountain of Samaria,

who oppress the poor and crush the needy,
who say to their husbands, “Bring us something to

drink!”
22 The Lord GOD has sworn by His holiness:
Indeed the days are coming upon you

when they will take you away with hooks,
the last one of you with fishhooks.

33 You will go out through breached walls,
every one straight ahead of her;
you will be exiled to Harmon,
says the LORD .

44 Come to Bethel and transgress,
to Gilgal and multiply transgression;

bring your sacrifices every morning
and your tithes every three days.

55 Burn leavened bread as a thank offering;
announce your voluntary offerings loudly,

for so you love to do, O children of Israel,
says the Lord GOD .

66 Though I gave you cleanness of teeth in all your
cities

and lack of food in all your places,
yet you did not return to Me,
says the LORD .

77 I also withheld the rain from you,
when there were still three months to the harvest.

I would send rain on one town,
and send no rain on another town.

One field would receive rain,
but another field without rain would wither.

88 So two or three towns wandered to one town to
drink water,

but they were not satisfied;
yet you did not return to Me,
says the LORD .

99 I struck you with blight and mildew.
Locusts devoured your many gardens and vine-

yards,
your fig trees and olive trees;
yet you did not return to Me,
says the LORD .

1010 Pestilence like that of Egypt
I sent against you.

By the sword I killed your young men;
your horses were taken captive.

The stench of your camps I brought up into your nos-
trils;

yet you did not return to Me,
says the LORD .

1111 I destroyed some of you,
as God destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah.

You were like a firebrand plucked out of the fire;
yet you did not return to Me,
says the LORD .

1212 Therefore thus will I do to you, O Israel,
and because I will do this to you,
prepare to meet your God, O Israel!

1313 The One who forms the mountains
and creates the wind,
who reveals His thoughts to man,

who turns the darkness into dawn
and strides on the heights of the earth —
the LORD , the God of Hosts, is His name.

ThirThird Prd Pronouncement of Punishmentonouncement of Punishment

Hear this word which I take up as a dirge against
you, O house of Israel:

22 Fallen, no more to rise
is maiden Israel;

forsaken on her land,
with no one to raise her up.

33 For thus says the Lord GOD :
The city that went out with a thousand
will be left with a hundred,

and the one that went out with a hundred
will be left with ten for the house of Israel.

44 Indeed, thus says the LORD to the house of Israel:
Seek Me and live!

55 But do not seek Bethel,
and do not enter into Gilgal
or cross over to Beersheba;

for Gilgal will surely go into captivity,
and Bethel shall be no more.

66 Seek the LORD and live,
or He will break out like fire in the house of Joseph,

and it will devour Bethel,
with no one to quench it.

77 You who turn justice into bitterness
and cast righteousness down to the ground!

88 The One who made the Pleiades and Orion,
who turns the deep darkness into dawn
and darkens the day into night,

who summons the waters of the sea
and pours them out on the surface of the earth—
the LORD is His name,

99 the One who flashes destruction against the strong,
so that destruction comes against the fortress.

1010 They hate the one who prosecutes at the gate,
and abhor the one who speaks with integrity.

1111 Therefore, because you trample on the poor
and take from him a levy of wheat,

though you have built houses of hewn stone,
you will not dwell in them;

though you have planted pleasant vineyards,
you will not drink their wine.

1212 For I know your transgressions are many
and your sins are grievous,

you who oppress the just,
who take a bribe and subvert the needy at the gate.
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1313 Therefore the prudent are silent at such a time,
for it is an evil time.

1414 Seek good and not evil,
so that you may live;

then the LORD , the God of Hosts, will truly be with
you,

as you claim.
1515 Hate evil and love good,
and establish justice at the gate.

It may then be that the LORD God of Hosts will be
gracious

to the remnant of Joseph.
1616 Therefore thus says the LORD , the God of Hosts,

the Lord:
Wailing will be in all the squares,
and in all the streets they will say, “Alas! Alas!”

They shall call the farmer to mourning,
and to wailing those skilled in lamentation.

1717 In all vineyards there shall be wailing,
for I will pass through you,
says the LORD .

The Day of theThe Day of the LLORDORD Is DarknessIs Darkness
1818 Woe to you that desire
the day of the LORD !

Why do you want the day of the LORD ?
It is darkness, and not light,

1919 as if someone fled away from a lion,
but a bear attacked him,

or got into the house
and rested his hand on the wall,
but a snake bit him.

2020 Will not the day of the LORD be darkness, and not
light?

Will it not be deep darkness, with no brightness in
it?

2121 I hate, I despise your festivals,
and I am not pleased by your solemn assemblies.

2222 Though you offer Me burnt offerings or your grain
offerings,

I will not accept them,
nor will I regard the offerings
of your fattened animals.

2323 Take away from Me the noise of your songs;
I will not listen to the melody of your harps.

2424 But let justice roll down like water,
and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.

2525 Did you bring Me sacrifices and offerings
those forty years in the wilderness, O house of Is-

rael?
2626 But you will carry away Sukuth your king
and Kaiwan your star-images,
your gods that you made for yourselves,

2727 as I drive you away into exile beyond Damascus,
says the LORD , whose name is the God of Hosts.

WWoe to the Complacentoe to the Complacent

Woe to those who are at ease in Zion,
and to those confident on the mount of

Samaria,
nobles of the first of the nations,
to whom the house of Israel comes!

22 Cross over to Kalneh and see,
and go from there to Hamath the great;
then go down to Gath of the Philistines—

are you better than these kingdoms?
Or is their territory greater than your territory?

33 You who brush off the day of disaster,
but bring on a session of lawlessness;

44 who lie upon beds of ivory, and lounge on their
couches,

eating lambs from the flock and calves from the
stall;

55 who sing to the sound of the harp
and invent musical instruments for themselves like

David;
66 who drink from bowls of wine
and anoint themselves with the finest oils,
but are not grieved over the destruction of Joseph.

77 Therefore now they will go at the head of the cap-
tives into exile,

and the revelry of those who are lounging will van-
ish.

88 The Lord GOD hath sworn by Himself, an oracle of
the LORD the God of Hosts:
I abhor the pride of Jacob
and hate his palaces,

so I will deliver up the city
with all that is in it.

99 If there remain ten people in one house, they will
die. 1010 And when a relative or one who prepares the
bodies picks them up to carry them out of the house,
and says to someone in the recesses of the house, “Is
anyone else with you?” and he says, “No,” he will say,
“Hush!” —not to pronounce the name of the LORD .

1111 But indeed the LORD gives a command,
and He will shatter the great house to bits,
and the small house to pieces.

1212 Can horses run on a rocky crag?
Can one plow the sea with oxen?

But you have turned justice into poison,
and the fruit of righteousness into wormwood,

1313 you who rejoice in Lo Debar, who say,
“Is it not by our own strength that we captured Kar-

naim?”
1414 Watch: I will raise up against you a nation, O house

of Israel,
says the LORD , the God of Hosts,

and they will oppress you
from Lebo Hamath to the Wadi Arabah.
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Plague of LocustsPlague of Locusts

This is what the Lord GOD showed me: He was
forming a plague of locusts when the latter

growth was beginning to sprout up, the latter growth
after the king’s reaping. 22 When they had finished de-
vouring the foliage of the land, I said, “O Lord GOD ,
please forgive. How can Jacob survive? For he is small.”

33 The LORD relented concerning this:
“It shall not be,” said the LORD .

FirFiree
44 This is what the Lord GOD showed me: The Lord

GOD was calling for a judgment by fire. It was con-
suming the great deep and was devouring the fields.
55 I said, “O Lord GOD , please stop. How can Jacob sur-
vive? For he is small.”

66 The LORD relented concerning this:
“This also shall not be,” said the Lord GOD .

Plumb LinePlumb Line
77 This is what He showed me: The Lord was standing

by a wall made using a plumb line, with a plumb line in
His hand. 88 The LORD said to me, “Amos, what do you
see?”

And I said, “A plumb line.”
Then the Lord said, “See, I am putting a plumb line in

the midst of My people Israel. I will forgive them no
more.

99 The high places of Isaac will be destroyed,
the sanctuaries of Israel will be laid waste,
and I will rise against the house of Jeroboam with

the sword.”

The Priest TThe Priest Tries to Banish Amosries to Banish Amos
1010 Then Amaziah the priest of Bethel sent a message

to Jeroboam king of Israel, saying, “Amos has con-
spired against you at the very center of the house of
Israel. The country cannot endure all his words. 1111 For
this is what Amos said:
‘Jeroboam will die by the sword,
and Israel will surely be exiled
away from its land.’”

1212 So Amaziah said to Amos, “O seer, go, flee back to
the land of Judah. Earn your sustenance there, and
prophesy there. 1313 But do not prophesy any more at
Bethel, for it is the king’s sanctuary and a royal tem-
ple.”

1414 But Amos answered Amaziah: “I am no prophet,
and I am no prophet’s disciple. Rather, I am a herds-
man and a dresser of sycamore trees. 1515 But the LORD
took me away from the flock, and the LORD said to
me, ‘Go, prophesy to My people Israel.’ 1616 Now there-
fore hear the word of the LORD : You say,
‘Do not prophesy against Israel,
and do not preach against the house of Isaac.’

1717 “Therefore thus says the LORD :

‘Your wife will be a prostitute in the city,
your sons and daughters will fall by the sword,

and your land will be divided by measuring line;
you yourself will die in an unclean land;

and Israel will surely go into exile
away from its land.’”

Basket of FruitBasket of Fruit

This is what the Lord GOD showed me: a basket
of summer fruit. 22 He said, “Amos, what do you

see?”
And I said, “A basket of summer fruit.”
Then the LORD said to me, “The end has come upon

My people Israel. I will forgive them no more.
33 “The songs of the temple shall become wailings on

that day,” says the Lord GOD . “The corpses shall be
many, cast down everywhere. Hush!”

Against the GrAgainst the Greedyeedy
44 Hear this, you who trample on the needy
to make the poor of the land fail,

55 saying,
“When will the New Moon be over,
so that we may sell grain?

And the Sabbath,
that we may open the wheat sales,

making the ephah †† too small,
and the shekel †††† too heavy,
cheating with dishonest scales,

66 that we may buy the poor for silver,
the needy for a pair of sandals,
and sell the refuse as wheat?”

77 The LORD has sworn by the pride of Jacob: Surely I
will never forget any of their deeds.

88 Will not the land tremble because of this,
and everyone mourn who lives on it?

It will all rise up like the Nile,
and be tossed around, then sink
like the Nile of Egypt.

99 On that day, says the Lord GOD ,
I will make the sun go down at noon,
and darken the earth in mid-daylight;

1010 I will turn your feasts into mourning,
and all your songs into dirges;

I will put sackcloth upon all loins,
and baldness on every head;

I will make it like the mourning for an only child,
and its end like a bitter day.

1111 The time is coming, says the Lord GOD ,
when I will send a famine on the land,

not a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water,
but of hearing the words of the LORD .

1212 They will wander from sea to sea,
and from north to east;

† A dry measure of about 3/5 bushel, or 22 liters. †† About 2/5
ounce, or 12 grams.
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they will run back and forth to seek the word of the
LORD ,

but they will not find it.
1313 On that day

the beautiful maidens and the young men
will faint with thirst.

1414 Those who swear by Ashimah of Samaria, and say,
“By the life of your god, O Dan,”
and, “By the life of the way of Beersheba” —

they shall fall
and never rise again.

Destruction of the SanctuaryDestruction of the Sanctuary

I saw the Lord standing upon the altar, and He
said:

Strike the capitals
so that the thresholds shake;

break them off onto the heads of all of them.
Those who remain I will slay with the sword.

Not one of them will get away;
not one fugitive will survive.

22 Though they dig down to Sheol,
from there My hand will capture them;

though they climb up to the heavens,
from there I will bring them down;

33 though they hide on the top of Carmel,
from there I will search and catch them;

though they hide from My sight on the bottom of the
sea,

from there will I command the serpent to bite them;
44 and though they go into captivity before their ene-

mies,
from there will I command the sword to slay them.

I will set My eyes upon them
for evil and not for good.

55 The Lord GOD of Hosts,
He who touches the earth and it melts,
and all who live on it mourn;

it all rises up like the Nile,
and subsides like the river of Egypt;

66 who builds His chambers in the heavens,
and founds His vault over the earth;

who summons the waters of the sea,
and pours them out upon the surface of the earth—
the LORD is His name.

77 Are you not like the Ethiopians to Me,

O children of Israel?
says the LORD .

Did I not bring Israel up from the land of Egypt,
but also the Philistines from Caphtor,
and the Arameans from Kir?

88 The eyes of the Lord GOD
are upon the sinful kingdom,

and I will destroy it
from off the face of the earth,

though I will not completely destroy
the house of Jacob,
says the LORD .

99 See, I am giving the command,
and I will sift the house of Israel
among all the nations,

as one sifts with a sieve,
and not a pebble falls to the ground.

1010 All the sinners of My people
will die by the sword,

those who say,
“Never will disaster reach or overtake us.”

RestorRestoration of the Davidic Kingdomation of the Davidic Kingdom
1111 On that day will I raise up
the hut of David that is fallen;

I will close up its breached walls,
raise up its ruins,
and rebuild it as in the days of old;

1212 that they may possess the remnant of Edom,
and of all the nations called by My name,
says the LORD who will do this.

1313 Indeed, the days are coming, says the LORD ,
when the plowman will overtake the one who is reap-

ing,
and the treader of grapes the one who is sowing the

seed;
the mountains will drip sweet wine,
and all the hills will flow with it.

1414 I will restore the fortunes of My people Israel;
they will rebuild the ruined cities and inhabit them;

they will plant vineyards and drink their wine;
they will make gardens and eat their fruit.

1515 I will plant them upon their land,
and no more will they be uprooted
out of their land which I have given them.
The LORD your God has spoken.
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OBADIAHOBADIAH
The book of Obadiah was likely written in the sixth century BC. Its author is the prophet Obadiah, and it is the
shortest book in the Old Testament. Nothing is known about the prophet Obadiah except the meaning of his
name, “servant or worshipper of God.” This book has one theme—the condemnation of Edom. Obadiah proph-
esied that Edom would be repaid for mistreating God’s people as this people (who were descendants from
Esau) took part in the sacking of Jerusalem with the Babylonians. Obadiah emphasized that God is sovereign
over all nations and that the house of Jacob would someday be restored because of God’s covenant love for His
people.

Judgment on EdomJudgment on Edom
Jer 49:9–16

The vision of Obadiah.
Thus says the Lord GOD concerning Edom

(We have heard a report from the LORD
and a messenger has been sent among the nations,

saying:
“Rise up! Let us rise up against it for battle!”):
22 See, I will make you small among the nations;
you will be greatly despised.

33 The pride of your heart has deceived you,
you who live in the clefts of the rock,
whose dwelling is high;

you say in your heart,
“Who will bring me down to the ground?”

44 Though you ascend high like the eagle,
and though you set your nest among the stars,
I will bring you down from there,
says the LORD .

55 If thieves came to you,
if robbers by night—

how you have been destroyed!—
would they not steal only what they want?

If grape gatherers come to you,
would they not leave gleanings?

66 How the things ofthe things of Esau have been ransacked!
How his hidden treasures hunted out!

77 All your confederates have driven you to the border;
your allies have deceived and prevailed against you.

Those who eatThose who eat your bread have set a trap for you.
You will not detect it.

88 On that day, says the LORD ,
I will destroy the wise out of Edom,
and understanding out of Mount Esau.

99 Your mighty men shall be shattered, O Teman,
so that everyone from Mount Esau will be cut off.

EdomEdom’’s Violence Against Jacobs Violence Against Jacob
1010 For the slaughter and the violence done to your

brother Jacob,

shame shall cover you,
and you shall be cut off forever.

1111 On the day that you stood aside,
on the day that strangers carried off his wealth,

and foreigners entered his gates
and cast lots on Jerusalem,
you also were like one of them.

1212 But you should not have gloated
on the day of your brother,
on the day of his misfortune;

you should not have rejoiced over the children of Ju-
dah

on the day of their destruction;
you should not have boasted
on the day of distress.

1313 You should not have entered the gate of My people
on the day of their calamity.

You should not have gloated over thethe disaster of Ju-of Ju-
dahdah ††

on the day of his calamity;
you should not have seized his wealth
on the day of his calamity.

1414 You should not have stood at the crossroads
to cut off his fugitives;

you should not have handed over his survivors,
on the day of distress.

The Day of theThe Day of the LLORDORD Is NearIs Near
1515 For the day of the LORD is near
upon all the nations;

as you have done, it shall be done to you;
your deeds shall return on your own head.

1616 For as you have drunk on My holy mountain,
all the nations shall drink continually;

they shall drink and swallow
and shall be as though they had never been.

1717 But on Mount Zion there shall be deliverance,
and it shall be holy;

and the house of Jacob shall possess
those who dispossessed them. ††††

† Heb. a his. †† Gk.; Heb. a their possessions.
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1818 The house of Jacob shall be a fire,
the house of Joseph a flame,

but the house of Esau stubble;
they shall burn them and consume them,

and there shall be no survivors
from the house of Esau,
for the LORD has spoken.

The RestorThe Restoration of Isration of Israelael
1919 Those of the Negev shall possess
Mount Esau,

and those of the Shephelah the land

of the Philistines.
They shall possess the fields of Ephraim and the

fields of Samaria,
and Benjamin shall possess Gilead.

2020 The exiles of this army of the sons of Israel,
shall inherit the landshall inherit the land of the Canaanites as far as

Zarephath,
and the exiles of Jerusalem who are in Sepharad
shall inherit the cities of the Negev.

2121 Saviors shall go up to Mount Zion
to rule Mount Esau,
and the kingdom shall be the LORD ’s.
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JONAHJONAH
The book of Jonah was probably written between 793 and 758 BC. Jewish tradition attributes authorship to Jon-
ah. The theme is God’s mercy for a people most undeserving of mercy: Israel’s Assyrian enemies. Jonah was a
prophet of Israel who lived in the time of Jeroboam II; he has the distinction of being the first prophet to leave
Israel to proclaim God’s message to a foreign people. Unlike other prophetic books, Jonah focuses more on the
prophet himself rather than his message. The story is unique in many respects. God sent Jonah to Nineveh, but
Jonah rebelled and was swallowed by a great fish. He repented and prayed from the recesses of the fish’s belly.
The fish vomited up Jonah on dry land, and Jonah fulfilled his mission. The people of Nineveh received Jonah’s
message, and God spared them. The book ends with God’s question to the prophet, asking if He should not
have pity on Nineveh with its numerous people and animals.

The Call of JonahThe Call of Jonah

Now the word of the LORD came to Jonah son of
Amittai, saying, 22 “Get up, go to Nineveh, the great

city, and cry out against it, because their wickedness
has come up before Me.”

33 But Jonah got up to flee to Tarshish from the pres-
ence of the LORD . He went down to Joppa and found
there a ship going to Tarshish. He paid its fare and
went down into it to go with them to Tarshish from the
presence of the LORD .

44 But the LORD hurled a great wind upon the sea,
and a mighty storm came upon the sea, so that the
ship was in danger of breaking up. 55 Then the sailors
were afraid, and each cried to his god. They tossed the
ship’s cargo into the sea in order to lighten the load.

But Jonah had gone down into the hold of the ship,
had lain down, and was fast asleep. 66 The captain
came to him and said, “What are you doing asleep?
Get up, call to your god! Perhaps youryour god will consid-
er us, so that we will not perish.”

77 The sailors said to one another, “Come, let us cast
lots that we may know on whose account this disaster
has come upon us.” So they cast lots, and the lot fell
on Jonah.

88 Then the sailors said to Jonah, “Tell us why this dis-
aster has come upon us. What is your occupation?
Where do you come from? What is your country? And
from what people are you?”

99 Jonah replied, “I am a Hebrew, and I fear the LORD ,
the God of heaven, who made the sea and the dry
land.”

1010 Then the men were very afraid and said to him,
“What is this you have done?” For the men knew that
he was fleeing from the presence of the LORD because
he had told them.

1111 Then they said to Jonah, “What shall we do to you,
so that the sea may quiet down for us?” For the sea
was growing stormier.

1212 So Jonah said to them, “Pick me up and toss me in-
to the sea. Then the sea will quiet down for you. For I
know that it is on my account this great storm has
come upon you.”

1313 Nevertheless, the men rowed hard to bring the
ship to land, but they could not do it, for the sea grew
more tempestuous against them. 1414 Then they cried to
the LORD and said, “Please, LORD , do not let us perish
for this man’s life, and do not make us guilty for inno-
cent blood, for You, LORD , have done as it pleased
You.” 1515 So they picked up Jonah and tossed him into
the sea. Then the sea ceased from its raging. 1616 There-
fore the men were very afraid of the LORD , and they
offered a sacrifice to the LORD and made vows.

The PrThe Prayer and Deliverayer and Deliverance of Jonahance of Jonah
1717 Now the LORD appointed a great fish to swallow

Jonah. And Jonah was in the belly of the fish three days
and three nights.

Then Jonah prayed to the LORD his God from the
belly of the fish. 22 He said:

“I called to the LORD out of my distress,
and He answered me.

Out of the belly of Sheol I cried,
and You heard my voice.

33 You cast me into the deep,
into the heart of the seas,
and the flood surrounded me.

All Your billows and Your waves
passed over me.

44 Then I said, ‘I am cast away
from Your sight;

yet I will look again
to Your holy temple.’

55 The waters encompassed me; eevenven to my soul
the deep surrounded me;
weeds were wrapped around my head.

66 I went down to the foundations of the mountains;
the earth with its bars waswas around me forever;
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yet You have brought up my life from the pit,
O LORD my God.

77 “When my life was ebbing away,
I remembered the LORD ;

and my prayer came to You,
into Your holy temple.

88 “Those who follow vain idols
forsake their true loyalty.

99 But I will sacrifice to You
with the voice of thanksgiving;

I will pay what I have vowed.
Salvation is of the LORD !”

1010 Then the LORD spoke to the fish, and it vomited
Jonah out upon dry land.

Jonah PrJonah Preaches at Nineeaches at Ninevehveh

The word of the LORD came to Jonah a second
time, saying, 22 “Get up, go to Nineveh, the great

city, and proclaim to it the message that I tell you.”
33 So Jonah got up and went to Nineveh, according to

the word of the LORD . Now Nineveh was an exceed-
ingly large city, a three-day journey across. 44 Jonah be-
gan to enter the city, going a day’s walk. And he cried
out, “In forty days’ time, Nineveh will be overthrown!”
55 So the people of Nineveh believed God, and pro-
claimed a fast. And everyone, great and small, put on
sackcloth.

66 When the news reached the king of Nineveh, he
arose from his throne, removed his robe, covered him-
self in sackcloth, and sat in ashes. 77 Then he made a
proclamation in Nineveh:

“By decree of the king and his nobles:
No man or animal, no herd or flock, shall taste any-

thing. They shall not eat or drink water. 88 Both man
and animals shall cover themselves with sackcloth and
cry mightily to God. All shall turn from their evil ways
and from the violence that is in their hands. 99 Who
knows? God may relent and change His mind. He may
turn from His fierce anger, so that we will not perish.”

1010 When God saw their actions, that they turned from
their evil ways, He changed His mind about the disas-

ter that He had said He would bring upon them, and
He did not do it.

JonahJonah’’s Anger and thes Anger and the LLORDORD ’’s Compassions Compassion

Now this greatly displeased Jonah, and he be-
came angry. 22 He prayed to the LORD and said, “O

LORD ! Is this not what I said while I was still in my
own land? This is the reason that I fled before to
Tarshish, because I knew that You are a gracious God
and merciful, slow to anger, abundant in faithfulness,
and ready to relent from punishment. 33 Therefore,
LORD , take my life from me, for it is better for me to
die than to live.”

44 Then the LORD said, “Is it right for you to be an-
gry?”

55 So Jonah went out of the city and sat down east of
the city and made for himself a booth there. He sat
under it in the shade, waiting to see what would hap-
pen to the city. 66 Then the LORD God appointed a
plant, and it grew up over Jonah to provide shade over
his head, to provide comfort from his grief. And Jonah
was very happy about the plant. 77 But at dawn the next
day, God appointed a worm to attack the plant so that
it withered. 88 When the sun rose, God appointed a
scorching east wind, and the sun beat upon the head
of Jonah so that he became faint and asked that he
might die. He said, “It is better for me to die than to
live.”

99 Then God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be an-
gry about the plant?”

And Jonah replied, “It is right for me to be angry,
even to death.”

1010 The LORD said, “You are troubled about the plant
for which you did not labor and did not grow. It came
up in a night and perished in a night. 1111 Should I not,
therefore, be concerned about Nineveh, that great
city, in which there are more than a hundred and
twenty thousand people, who do not know their right
hand from their left, and also many animals?”
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MICAHMICAH
Micah was probably written between 735 and 700 BC. The author is the prophet Micah. The theme involves
both the judgment and the restoration of Judah. Micah prophesied during the reigns of Jotham, Ahaz, and
Hezekiah, about 750–700 BC. This was about the same time as the prophet Isaiah. Micah came from the small
town of Moresheth, about twenty miles southwest of Jerusalem. The messages of impending judgment were
primarily to the capital cities of Samaria and Jerusalem, where in a time of prosperity the wealthy were op-
pressing the poor. The northern kingdom actually fell in 722 BC during Micah’s ministry; Judah almost fell in
701 BC to the Assyrians. The book alternates between words of warning and messages of hope. Micah prophe-
sied of a day when all nations would be at peace, a day when a royal deliverer would save God’s people from
her enemies—a deliverer who would be born in Bethlehem.

The word of the LORD , which came to Micah the
Morashite in the days of Jotham, Ahaz, and

Hezekiah, kings of Judah, which he saw regarding
Samaria and Jerusalem.

22 Hear, all you peoples!
Listen, earth and everything in it,

that the Sovereign LORD may be a witness against
you,

the LORD from His holy temple.

Judgment Against Samaria and JerusalemJudgment Against Samaria and Jerusalem
33 Look! The LORD is coming out from His place,
so that He might come down and tread upon the

high places of the earth.
44 The mountains will melt beneath Him,
and the valleys split apart

like wax before the fire,
like waters deluged down a slope.

55 All this because of the transgression of Jacob
and because of the sins of the house of Israel.

What is the transgression of Jacob?
Is it not Samaria?

And what is the high place of Judah?
Is it not Jerusalem?

66 Therefore I will make Samaria a heap in the field
for the planting of vineyards.

I will dump her stones into the valley
and expose her foundations.

77 All her idols will be shattered,
and her gifts burned with fire,
and I will annihilate her images,

because she gathered them as the wages of a prosti-
tute,

and as the wages of a prostitute they will again be
used.

The Lament of MicahThe Lament of Micah
88 Because of this I will lament and wail,
I will go about barefoot and naked;

I will howl like the jackals
and moan like owlets.

99 For her wound is mortal,
for it has come to Judah;

it has extended to the gate of my people,
to Jerusalem.

1010 Do not tell it in Gath,
do not weep at all;

in Beth Ophrah,
roll around in the dust.

1111 Pass on your way,
inhabitants of Shaphir, naked and ashamed;

the inhabitants of Zaanan
have not come out.

The mourning of Beth Ezel
has taken from you its foothold.

1212 Indeed the inhabitants of Maroth
wait anxiously for good,

because calamity has come down from the LORD
to the gate of Jerusalem.

1313 Harness the chariot to the steeds,
inhabitants of Lachish.

It was the beginning of sin
to the daughter of Zion,

because in you were found
the transgressions of Israel.

1414 Therefore you will give parting gifts
to Moresheth Gath;

the houses of Akzib will be deception
to the kings of Israel.

1515 I will again bring a conqueror to you,
inhabitants of Mareshah;

the glory of Israel
will come to Adullam.

1616 Make yourself bald and shave your head
for the children of your delight;

make yourself as bald as the eagle,
for they will go from you into exile.
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33

WWoe to the Wickedoe to the Wicked

Woe to those who conceive wickedness,
to those who devise evil on their beds!

At morning’s light they execute it,
because it is in the power of their hand.

22 They covet fields and seize them,
and houses and take them.

They defraud a man of his house,
and a fellow man of his inheritance.

33 Therefore, thus says the LORD :
I am devising disaster against this family,
from which you cannot remove your necks;

and you will not walk haughtily,
for it will be a time of calamity.

44 In that day they will take up a taunt against you,
and they will wail a wailing lament, and say:

“We are totally ruined!
He diminishes the portion of my people;

how He removes it from me!
To a traitor He reassigns our fields!”

55 Therefore you will not have anyone to apportion the
land by lot

in the assembly of the LORD .

PrProphets of Deceitophets of Deceit
66 “Do not prophesy,” they say.
“One should not prophesy about these things.
Disgrace will not overtake us.”

77 Should it be said, O house of Jacob,
“Is the Spirit of the LORD impatient?
Are these His deeds?”

Do not My words benefit
him who walks uprightly?

88 But lately My people rise up
like an enemy.

You strip off the rich robe
from those who pass by trustingly,
like men returning from war.

99 The women of My people you drive out
from their delightful homes;

from their children
you take My adornment forever.

1010 Get up and go,
for this is not the resting place,

because uncleanness ruins,
and ruin sickens.

1111 If a man, going about vapidly and deceitfully, lies,
“I will preach for you wine and beer,”
he would be just the preacher for this people.

The RestorThe Restoration of Isration of Israelael
1212 I will indeed assemble Jacob—all of you;
I will indeed gather the remnant of Israel.

I will place them together like sheep in a fold,
like a herd in its pasture—
thronging with people.

1313 He who breaks through has gone up before them;
they will break through and pass the gate and go

out by it.
Then their king will pass on before them,
the LORD at their head.

Leaders and PrLeaders and Prophets Judgedophets Judged

Then I said:
Listen now, heads of Jacob,

and rulers of the house of Israel.
Should you not know justice?

22 You who hate good and love evil,
who tear the skin from My people
and the flesh from their bones;

33 you who have eaten the flesh of My people,
and have flayed their skin from them,
and broken their bones in pieces;

who have chopped themthem up like meat in the pot,
and like flesh in the cauldron.

44 Then they will cry out to the LORD ,
but He will not answer them;

He will hide His face from them at that time,
because they have wrought evil deeds.

55 Thus says the LORD :
Regarding the prophets
who mislead My people —

the ones who have something to eat
proclaim “Peace,”

but if one does not feed them,
then they prepare for war against him.

66 Therefore you will have night without vision,
and you will have darkness without divination;

the sun will set upon the prophets,
and black upon them will be the day.

77 The seers will be shamed
and the diviners disgraced,

and they will all cover their beards,
for there is no answer from God.

88 But as for me, I am filled with power,
with the Spirit of the LORD ,
and with justice and might,

to declare to Jacob his transgression
and to Israel his sin.

99 Please hear this, heads of the house of Jacob
and rulers of the house of Israel,

who detest justice
and warp all that is straight,

1010 who build Zion with bloodguilt
and Jerusalem with wickedness.

1111 Her leaders judge for a bribe,
her priests teach for a price,
and her prophets practice divination for money.

Yet upon the LORD they lean, saying,
“Is not the LORD in our midst?
Evil will not come upon us.”

1212 Therefore, because of you,
Zion will be plowed like a field,

Jerusalem will be mounds of ruins,
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and the mountain of the house will become wooded
heights.

The Mountain of theThe Mountain of the LLORDORD
Isa 2:1–4

Then it will be that in the latter days,
the mountain of the house of the LORD will be

established
as head of the mountains,

and will be lifted up above the hills;
and people will stream to it.

22 And many nations will come and say,
“Come, that we might go up to the mountain of the

LORD
and to the house of the God of Jacob,

that He might teach us His ways,
and that we might walk in His paths.”

For from Zion will go forth the law,
and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.

33 Then He will judge between many peoples
and mediate for mighty nations far and wide;

they will beat their swords into plowshares,
and their spears into pruning hooks.

Nation will not take up sword against nation,
and they will no longer train for war.

44 Then each man will sit under his vine
and under his fig tree,

and no one will make them afraid;
for the mouth of the LORD of Hosts has spoken.

55 For all the peoples may walk,
each in the name of his God,

but we will walk in the name of the LORD
our God forever and ever.

The PrThe Promise of Restoromise of Restorationation
66 In that day, declares the LORD ,

I will assemble the lame
and gather the banished
and those whom I have afflicted;

77 and I will make the lame into a remnant,
and the banished into a mighty nation;

and the LORD will reign over them on Mount Zion
from this time forth and forevermore.

88 As for you, watchtower of the flock,
citadel of the daughter of Zion,

to you it will come, the former dominion will come,
kingship for the daughter of Jerusalem.

99 Now why do you cry loudly?
Have you no king?

Has your counselor perished,
that agony has seized you like the woman in labor?

1010 Writhe and bring forth, daughter of Zion,
like the woman in labor,

because now you will go forth from the city
and reside in the field,

and you will come to Babylon.
There you will be rescued;

there the LORD will redeem you

from the hand of your enemies.
1111 But now many nations
are gathered against you, saying,

“May she be defiled,
and may our eyes gaze upon Zion.”

1212 But they do not know
the thoughts of the LORD ,

and they do not understand His plan,
that He has gathered them like sheaves to the

threshing floor.
1313 Arise and thresh, daughter of Zion,
for I will make your horn iron;

your hoofs I will make bronze,
and you will shatter many peoples.

I will devote their pillage to the LORD ,
their wealth to the LORD of all the earth.

The Ruler FrThe Ruler From Bethlehemom Bethlehem

Now gather yourself in troops, O daughter of
troops;

he has laid siege against us.
With a rod they will strike
the judge of Israel on the cheek.

22 But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah,
although you are small among the tribes of Judah,

from you will come forth for Me
one who will be ruler over Israel.

His origins are from of old,
from ancient days.

33 Therefore He will give them up,
until the time when she who is in labor has given

birth,
and the rest of his brothers will return
to the children of Israel.

44 He will stand and shepherd
in the strength of the LORD ,
in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God;

then they will live securely, because now He will be
great

until the ends of the earth;
55 and He will be their peace.

The Remnant of Jacob DeliverThe Remnant of Jacob Delivereded

When Assyria enters our land
and treads through our palaces,

then we will raise up against him seven shepherds
and eight commanders of men.

66 They will shepherd the land of Assyria with the
sword,

and the land of Nimrod at her gates;
He will rescue us from Assyria,
when he enters our land
and when he treads within our border.

77 Then the remnant of Jacob will be
in the midst of many peoples,

like dew from the LORD ,
like showers upon the grass,
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which do not wait for a man
and do not linger for the sons of men.

88 The remnant of Jacob will be among the nations,
in the midst of many peoples,

like a lion among the beasts of the forest,
like a young lion among flocks of sheep,

which when it passes through, tramples and mauls,
without rescuer.

99 Your hand will be lifted up over your adversaries,
and all your enemies will be cut off.

1010 And in that day, declares the LORD ,
I will cut off your horses from among you,
and I will destroy your chariots.

1111 Then I will cut off the cities of your land,
and I will overthrow your strongholds;

1212 then I will cut off sorceries from your hand,
and you will no longer have fortune-tellers.

1313 Then I will cut off your idols,
and your sacred stones from among you,

and you will no longer bow down
to the work of your hands;

1414 then I will root out your Asherah idols from among
you,

and I will annihilate your cities.
1515 And in anger and wrath I will take vengeance
on the nations that have not listened.

The Indictment of theThe Indictment of the LLORDORD

Listen to what the LORD says:
Arise, plead your case before the mountains,

that the hills may hear your voice.
22 Hear, mountains, the indictment of the LORD ,
O enduring foundations of the earth—

that the LORD has an indictment against His people,
and against Israel He will dispute.

33 “My people, what have I done to you,
and how have I wearied you? Answer Me!

44 For I have brought you up from the land of Egypt,
and from the house of slaves I have redeemed you;

and I sent before you Moses,
Aaron, and Miriam.

55 O My people, remember now
what Balak king of Moab counseled,
and what Balaam son of Beor answered him,

and rrememberemember what happened from Shittim to Gil-
gal,

so that you might know the righteous acts of the
LORD .”

The RequirThe Requirement of theement of the LLORDORD
66 “With what should I come before the LORD ,
and bow down before God on high?

Shall I come before Him with burnt offerings,
with calves a year old?

77 Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams,
with ten thousand rivers of oil?

Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression,

the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?”
88 He has told you, O man, what is good—
and what does the LORD require of you,

but to do justice and to love kindness,
and to walk humbly with your God?

The Punishment of IsrThe Punishment of Israel’ael’s Guilts Guilt
99 The voice of the LORD calls to the city—
and wisdom will fear Your name:
Heed the rod and Him who has appointed it.

1010 Are there still in the house of the wicked
treasures of wickedness?
And the short ephah †† which is accursed?

1111 Should I acquit the scales of wickedness,
and the sack of dishonest weights?

1212 Her wealthy men are full of violence,
and her inhabitants speak deception,
and their tongue in their mouth is treachery.

1313 Therefore, I have struck you a dreadful blow,
devastating you because of your sins.

1414 You will eat, but not be satisfied,
with hunger within you.

You will set aside, but not retain;
and what you retain I will give over to the sword.

1515 You will sow, but not reap;
you will tread olives, but not anoint yourselves with

oil;
you will crush grapes, but not drink wine.

1616 You observe the statutes of Omri,
and every practice of the house of Ahab,
and you walk in their counsels.

Therefore I will give you over to destruction,
and the inhabitants to derision.
You will bear the contempt of My people.

WWait on theait on the LLORDORD

Woe is me!
Because I am as the gathering of summer fruit,

as the gleaning of grapes;
there is no cluster to eat,
no early fig that my soul desires.

22 The godly has perished from the earth,
and no one is upright among men.

All of them lie in wait for bloodshed;
each hunts his brother with a net.

33 Both hands are upon evil, to do it well.
The prince and the judge request the bribe,

the powerful asserts the craving of his very soul—
they intertwine together.

44 The best among them is like a brier,
the most upright among them a bramble;

the day of your watchmen,
of your punishment, has come;
now their confusion is at hand.

55 Do not trust in a companion,
do not rely on a friend;
† A dry measure of about 3/5 bushel, or 22 liters.
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from her who lies in your embrace,
guard the doors of your mouth.

66 For the son dishonors the father,
the daughter rises up against her mother,

the daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law—
the enemies of a man are members of his own

household.
77 But as for me, I watch for the LORD ;
I await the God of my salvation;
my God will hear me.

The Penitence of IsrThe Penitence of Israelael
88 Do not rejoice over me, my enemy!
Although I have fallen, I will rise;

although I dwell in darkness,
the LORD is my light.

99 I will endure the rage of the LORD ,
because I have sinned against Him,

until the time when He pleads my case
and executes judgment for me.

He will bring me out into the light;
I will look upon His vindication.

1010 Then my enemy will see,
and shame will cover her

who said to me,
“Where is the LORD your God?”

My eyes will look upon her;
now she will be trampled
like muck in the streets.

1111 A day for building your walls,
in that day the boundary will be extended.

1212 In that day they will come to you
from Assyria and the cities of Egypt,

and from Egypt to the River,
from sea to sea,

and from mountain to mountain.
1313 The earth will become desolate because of its in-

habitants,
from the fruit of their deeds.

The RestorThe Restoration of Isration of Israelael
1414 Shepherd your people with your staff,
the flock of your inheritance,

which live alone in a forest,
in the midst of a fertile land;

let them graze in Bashan and Gilead,
as in the days of old.

1515 As in the days when you came out of Egypt,
I will display wonders.

1616 Nations will see and be ashamed,
despite all their might;

they will put their hand on their mouth,
and their ears will be deaf.

1717 They will lick dust like the serpent,
like crawling creatures of the earth;

they will come shuddering from their lairs.
They will turn in dread to the LORD our God,
and they will be afraid of You.

1818 Who is a God like You,
bearing iniquity and passing over transgression
for the remnant of His inheritance?

He does not remain angry forever,
because He delights in benevolence.

1919 He will again have compassion upon us.
He will tread down our iniquities,
and cast all of our sins into the depths of the sea.

2020 You will give faithfulness to Jacob
and benevolence to Abraham,

which You swore to our fathers
from the days of old.
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NAHUMNAHUM
This book was likely written between 663 and 612 BC. The prophet Nahum is the author, and the style of the
book is poetic. Nahum relates a divine theophany against Nineveh. This book forms a type of sequel to the
book of Jonah. Its theme is the doom of Nineveh. Nineveh repented and was spared under Jonah’s ministry. But
when Nahum preached repentance one hundred years later, the people would not repent and were marked
for destruction by the Babylonians. Nineveh fell to Babylon in 612 BC, a few years after Nahum’s warning. The
book can be divided into four sections: God’s character, God’s punishment of His enemies, the details of Nin-
eveh’s destruction, and the cause of the destruction.

An oracle for Nineveh, a writing of the vision of
Nahum, the Elkoshite.

God’God’s Anger With Nines Anger With Ninevehveh
22 The LORD is a jealous and avenging God;
the LORD avenges and is furious.

The LORD takes vengeance on His enemies,
and He reserves it for His adversaries;

33 the LORD is slow to anger and great in power,
and the LORD will in no way acquit the guilty.

In gale winds and a storm is His way,
and clouds are the dust of His feet.

44 He rebukes and dries up the sea,
and He makes waterless all the rivers.

Bashan and Carmel wither up,
and the sprout of Lebanon wastes away.

55 The mountains quake before Him,
and the hills melt;

the land rises up before Him,
the earth and everything that dwells on it.

66 Who can stand before His anger?
Who will rise up before His burning wrath?

His heat is poured out like fire,
and the rocks are broken up before Him.

77 The LORD is good,
a stronghold in the day of distress;

and He knows those who take refuge in Him.
88 As a flood running forth,

He will bring to an end the distress,
and He will pursue His adversaries into darkness.

99 Why do you all scheme against the LORD ?
He will bring it to an end.
It will not rise up a second time.

1010 Because they are like interwoven thorns
and as drunkards imbibing,
they are consumed like completely dry stubble.

1111 Out of you, O NineO Ninevehveh , comes one,
a worthless counselor,
who devises evil against the LORD .

1212 So the LORD says:
“Even though they are full and many,

they will be cut down, and it will pass away.
Even though I have afflicted you,
I will no longer afflict you, O JudahO Judah ;

1313 now I will break apart his yoke from over you,
and I will tear apart your bonds.”

1414 The LORD has given a command concerning you:
“No longer will your name go forth.

I will cut off the carved image and metal image
from the house of your gods.

I will prepare your grave,
for you are despised.”

1515 Look, on the mountains
come the feet of him who brings good news,
who proclaims peace!

Make your feasts, O Judah,
and complete your vows.

For the wicked one will never again pass through
your midst;

he is completely cut down.

The Fall of NineThe Fall of Ninevehveh

He who scatters has come to you.
Guard the fortifications!

Watch the road!
Prepare yourself,
and strengthen yourself!

22 For the LORD is restoring the prominence of Jacob,
even the prominence of Israel,

for others have certainly
laid waste their vines.

33 The shields of his mighty men are soaked red,
even the mighty men are clad in red.

In the day he prepares the chariots,
they are like a fire of iron.
The cypress spears are ready.

44 The chariots run wildly through the streets,
they rush to and fro in the open areas;

their appearance is like torches,
they dash to and fro like lightning.

55 He remembers his officers
as they stumble about on the road;
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they hurry on to the wall
as the siege tower is set up.

66 The holding gates are opened wide,
and the palace washes away.

77 It is decreed:
She is uncovered and led away captive;

her handmaidens shall lead her as with the voice of
doves,

beating their chests.
88 Nineveh is like a pool
whose waters run away.

“Halt! Halt!” they cry,
but no one turns back.

99 “Plunder the silver!
Plunder the gold!

There is no limit to the treasure,
or to the wealth of every precious thing.”

1010 She is desolate, empty, and waste!
Hearts melt away, and knees shake;
pain is in all the loins, and all their faces grow pale.

1111 Where is the den of the lions,
and the feeding place of the young lions,

where the lion and lioness prowl,
and the lion’s cub goes, with no one to disturb themthem

?
1212 The lion tore enough food for his cubs,
and strangled prey for his lionesses;

he has filled his caves with prey,
and his dens with flesh.

1313 I am against you,
says the LORD of Hosts,

and I will burn your chariots in smoke,
and the sword will devour your lions.
I will cut off your prey from the earth,

and the voice of your messengers
will be heard no more.

WWoe to Nineoe to Ninevehveh

Woe to the bloody city!
It is full of lies

and plunder.
The prey never departs.

22 The noise of the whip
and the noise of the rattling of the wheels,

galloping horses,
and rushing chariots!

33 Horsemen charging
with flashing sword
and glittering spear.

Multitude of slain,
great number of corpses,

dead bodies without end—
they stumble on the corpses —

44 because of the countless harlotries of the seductive
harlot,

the mistress of sorceries,
who sells nations through her harlotries
and families through her sorceries.

55 I am against you, says the LORD of Hosts;
I will lift your skirts over your face,

and I will show the nations your nakedness,
and the kingdoms your shame.

66 I will throw filth on you,
and make you vile,
and make you a spectacle.

77 All who look at you will flee from you, and say,
“Nineveh is devastated! Who will lament for her?”
Where shall I seek comforters for you?

88 Are you better than Thebes
that sat by the Nile,
with water around her,

whose rampart was the sea,
and whose wall was the water?

99 Ethiopia and Egypt were her strength, and it was
without limit;

Put and Libya were her helpers.
1010 Yet she went into exile,
she went into captivity;

her young children were dashed to pieces
at the head of every street;

they cast lots for her honorable men,
and all her great men were bound in chains.

1111 You also will be drunk;
you will go into hiding;
you will seek refuge from the enemy.

1212 All your fortresses are like fig trees
with first-ripe figs:

If they are shaken,
they fall into the mouth of the eater.

1313 Your troops
are women in your midst!

The gates of your land
are wide open to your enemies;
fire has devoured your bars.

1414 Draw water for the siege!
Strengthen your forts!

Go into the clay and
tread the mortar!
Take hold of the brick mold!

1515 There the fire will devour you,
the sword will cut you off;
it will eat you up like the locust.

Multiply yourselves—like the locust!
Multiply—like the grasshopper!

1616 You have multiplied your merchants
more than the stars of heaven.

The locust plunders
and flies away.

1717 Your leaders are like grasshoppers,
your commanders like swarms of locusts,
which camp in the hedges on a cold day;

when the sun rises they fly away,
and the place where they are is not known.

1818 Your shepherds slumber, O king of Assyria;
Your nobles lie in the dustin the dust .

Your people are scattered on the mountains,
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and no one gathers them.
1919 There is no healing of your injury,
your wound is grievous.

All who hear news about you

clap their hands over you,
for upon whom has not your wickedness
continually passed?
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HABAKKUKHABAKKUK
The prophet Habakkuk is the author of this book. It was likely written between 610 and 605 BC, shortly before
the fall of Assyria and the rise of Babylon. Its theme relates to the question of how God can use a wicked Baby-
lonian people to punish God’s covenant people in Judah. Habakkuk prophesied to Judah concerning the im-
pending invasion by the Chaldeans (i.e., Babylonians). Habakkuk ponders the question of how God is active
with Israel and the foreign nations in the dialogue between the prophet and God. Habakkuk decides he under-
stands little of God’s activity but confesses an unwavering trust in his God. This book touches on the eternal
purposes of God, His divine timing, and a day when the whole earth will be filled with the knowledge of His glo-
ry.

The oracle that Habakkuk the prophet saw.

Habakkuk’Habakkuk’s Complaints Complaint
22 O LORD , how long shall I cry,
and You will not hear?

Or cry to You, “Violence!”
and You will not save?

33 Why do You make me see wickedness,
and cause me to see trouble?

Plundering and violence are before me;
strife and contention arise.

44 Therefore the law is powerless,
and justice never goes forth.

For the wicked surround the righteous;
therefore injustice proceeds.

TheThe LLORDORD ’’s Answers Answer
55 Look among the nations, and watch—
wonder and be amazed!

For I am doing a work in your days
that you would not believe,
though it were told you.

66 For I am raising up the Chaldeans,
that bitter and hasty nation

which marches through the breadth of the earth,
to possess dwelling places that are not theirs.

77 They are terrible and dreadful;
their justice and their dignity
proceed from themselves.

88 Their horses are swifter than leopards,
more fierce than evening wolves.

Their horsemen charge on;
their horsemen come from afar;

they fly like the eagle that hastens to eat.
99 They all come for violence;

their forces advance like the east wind.
They gather captives like sand.

1010 They scoff at kings,
and they scorn rulers.

They deride every stronghold,

for they build up siege ramps to capture it.
1111 Then their mind changes,
and they transgress and commit offense;
their own power is their god.

Habakkuk’Habakkuk’s Second Complaints Second Complaint
1212 Are You not from everlasting,
O LORD my God, my Holy One? We will not die.

O LORD , You have appointed them for judgment;
and You, O Rock, have established them for correc-

tion.
1313 Your eyes are too pure to look on evil,
and You cannot look on wickedness.

Why do You look on those who deal treacherously,
and hold Your tongue when the wicked
devours the man who is more righteous than he?

1414 You make men like fish of the sea,
like crawling things that have no ruler.

1515 They bring all of them up with a hook,
they catch them in their net;

they gather them in their dragnet.
Therefore they rejoice and are glad.

1616 Therefore they sacrifice to their net
and burn incense to their dragnet;

for by them their portion is extravagant,
and their food plentiful.

1717 Shall they continue to empty their net,
and continually kill the nations while not sparing

anyone?
I will stand at my watch

and station myself on the watchtower;
and I will keep watch to see what He will say to me,
and what I will answer when I am reproved.

The Just Shall Live bThe Just Shall Live by Faithy Faith
22 And the LORD answered me:

Write the vision,
and make it plain on tablets,
that he who reads it may run.

33 For the vision is yet for an appointed time;
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but it speaks of the end,
and does not lie.

If it delays, wait for it;
it will surely come, it will not delay.

44 Look, his soul is lifted up;
it is not upright in him;
but the just shall live by his faith.

55 Indeed, wine betrays the proud man,
who does not stay at home.

He enlarges his appetite as Sheol,
and like death he is never satisfied.

He gathers to himself all nations
and collects for himself all peoples.

WWoe to the Wickedoe to the Wicked
66 Shall not all these take up a taunt against him, with

satire and riddles, and say,
“Woe to him who increases what is not his—how

long?
And to him who loads himself with heavy debts!”

77 Shall not your debtors rise up suddenly,
and those awake who oppress you?
Then you will be their plunder.

88 Because you have plundered many nations,
all the remnant of the people will plunder you,

because of the bloodshed of men and violence of the
land,

of the cities and all who live in them.
99 “Woe to him who gets evil gain for his house,
to set his nest on high,
to be delivered from the power of calamity!”

1010 You have given shameful counsel to your house
by cutting off many peoples,
and forfeiting your life.

1111 For the stone will cry out from the wall,
and the beam of the woodwork will answer it.

1212 “Woe to him who builds a town with bloodshed
and establishes a city on iniquity!”

1313 Is it not from the LORD of Hosts
that the people labor to feed fire,
and the nations weary themselves for nothing?

1414 For the earth will be filled with the knowledge of
the glory of the LORD ,

as the waters cover the seas.
1515 “Woe to him who makes his neighbor drink,
pouring out your poison until they are drunk,
that you may look on their nakedness!”

1616 You will be filled with shame instead of glory.
You yourself—drink and show your uncircumcision!

The cup of the LORD ’s right hand will be turned
against you,

and utter shame will come on your glory!
1717 The violence done to Lebanon will cover you,
as will the plunder of beasts that terrified them,

because of the bloodshed of men and violence of the
land,

of the cities and all who live in them.

1818 What profit is a carved image when its maker has
carved it,

a cast image, and a teacher of lies,
that its maker trusts in what he has shaped
when he makes mute idols?

1919 Woe to him who says to the wood, “Awake!”
To the silent stone, “Arise!” Can it teach?

It is overlaid with gold and silver,
and there is no breath at all in it.

2020 But the LORD is in His holy temple.
Let all the earth keep silence before Him.

The PrThe Prayer of Habakkukayer of Habakkuk

A prayer of Habakkuk the prophet, on Shigionoth.
22 O LORD , I have heard the report of You,

and was afraid;
O LORD , revive Your work
in the midst of the years!

In the midst of these years
make them known;
in wrath remember mercy.

33 God came from Teman,
and the Holy One from Mount Paran. Selah

His glory covered the heavens,
and the earth was full of His praise.

44 His brightness was like the light;
rays flashed from His hand,
and there His power was hidden.

55 Pestilence went out before Him,
and plague followed His feet.

66 He stood and measured the earth;
He looked and shook the nations.

The eternal mountains were scattered,
the perpetual hills bowed.
His ways are everlasting.

77 I saw the tents of Cushan in affliction;
the curtains of the land of Midian trembled.

88 Were you displeased with the rivers, O LORD ?
Was Your anger against the rivers,

and was Your wrath against the sea
when You rode on Your horses,
on Your chariots of salvation?

99 You made bare Your bow;
oaths were the arrows at Your command.
SelahSelah

You divided the earth with the rivers.
1010 The mountains saw You and trembled;

the overflowing water passed by.
The deep lifted its voice,
and lifted its hands on high.

1111 The sun and moon stood still in their places;
at the light of Your arrows they went,
at the flash of Your glittering spear.

1212 You marched throughout the earth in indignation;
You threshed the nations in anger.

1313 You went forth to deliver Your people,
to deliver Your anointed one.

You wounded the head of the house of the wicked,
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laying him bare from head to foot.
SelahSelah

1414 You pierced with his own arrows
the leaders of his villages.

They came like a whirlwind to scatter me;
their rejoicing was like devouring the poor in secret.

1515 You trampled the sea with Your horses,
through the wakes of great waters.

1616 I heard, and my body trembled;
my lips quivered at the sound;

rottenness entered my bones;
my legs tremble beneath me.

Yet I will wait quietly for the day
when calamity comes on the people invading us.

A Hymn of FaithA Hymn of Faith
1717 Though the fig tree does not blossom,
nor fruit be on the vines;

though the yield of the olive fails,
and the fields produce no food;

though the flocks are cut off from the fold,
and there be no herd in the stalls—

1818 yet I will rejoice in the LORD ;
I will exult in the God of my salvation.

1919 The LORD God is my strength;
He will make my feet like hinds’ feet,
and He will make me walk on my high places.

To the Music Director: with my stringed instruments.
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ZEPHANIAHZEPHANIAH
Zephaniah was likely written in the late seventh century BC. The author is the prophet Zephaniah, and the
theme of this book is the Day of the Lord. Zephaniah prophesied before the reforms of King Josiah (622 BC),
who brought religious and social revival to Judah after the long and disastrous reign of Manasseh. While
Zephaniah pronounced God’s judgment on corruption and wickedness, he also proclaimed a message of hope
when Judah, referred to as daughter of Zion, would be restored. Zephaniah uses the term “Day of the ” more
than any other prophet. However, while he gives no details about this day, he speaks of its fearsome conse-
quences and calls people to seek the Lord.

The word of the LORD which came to Zephaniah
the son of Cushi, the son of Gedaliah, the son of

Amariah, the son of Hezekiah, in the days of Josiah the
son of Amon, king of Judah.

The GrThe Great Day of theeat Day of the LLORDORD
22 I will utterly consume all things
on the face of the earth,
says the LORD ;

33 I will consume man and beast;
I will consume the birds of the heavens
and the fish of the sea,

and the stumbling blocks with the wicked.
I will cut off man from the face of the land,
says the LORD .

44 I will stretch out my hand against Judah,
and against all the inhabitants of Jerusalem.

I will cut off from this place the remnant of Baal,
and the name of the idolatrous priests along with

the priests,
55 and those who bow down on the roofs
to the host of heaven;

those who worship and swear oaths by the LORD
and yet swear by Milcom;

66 those who have turned back from following the
LORD ,

who have not sought the LORD nor inquired of Him.
77 Be silent before the Lord GOD !
For the day of the LORD is at hand;

the LORD has prepared the sacrifice;
He has consecrated His guests.

88 On the day of the LORD ’s sacrifice,
I will punish the officials
and the king’s sons,

and all who clothe themselves
with foreign attire.

99 On that day I will punish
all who step over the threshold,

who fill their masters’ houses
with violence and deceit.

1010 On that day, says the LORD ,

a cry will be heard from the Fish Gate,
a wail from the Second Quarter,
and a loud crash from the hills.

1111 Wail, you inhabitants of the Mortar!
For all the merchants are cut down;
all those who weigh out silver are cut off.

1212 At that time I will search Jerusalem with lamps,
and I will punish the men
who are settled on their lees,

who say in their heart,
“The LORD will not do good, nor will He do evil.”

1313 Their goods will be plundered,
and their houses laid waste.

Though they build houses,
they will not inhabit them;

though they plant vineyards,
they will not drink from their wine.

The GrThe Great Day of theeat Day of the LLORDORD
1414 The great day of the LORD is near,
near and hastening quickly.

The sound of the day of the LORD is bitter;
the mighty man shall cry out there.

1515 That day is a day of wrath,
a day of trouble and distress,

a day of ruin and desolation,
a day of darkness and gloom,
a day of clouds and blackness,

1616 a day of trumpet and alarms
against the fortified cities
and against the high towers.

1717 I will bring distress on men,
so that they will walk like blind men.

Because they have sinned against the LORD ,
their blood will be poured out like dust,
and their flesh like dung.

1818 Neither their silver nor their gold
will be able to deliver them
on the day of the LORD ’s wrath.

But the whole earth will be consumed
by the fire of His jealousy,
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33

for He will make a sudden end
of all those who dwell on the earth.

Judgment on the NationsJudgment on the Nations

Gather together, yes, gather together,
O shameless nation,

22 before the decree takes effect,
before the day passes like chaff,

before the fierce anger of the LORD comes upon you,
before the day of the LORD ’s anger comes upon

you.
33 Seek the LORD , all you humble of the land,
who carry out His judgment.

Seek righteousness, seek humility.
Perhaps you will be hidden
on the day of the LORD ’s anger.

44 For Gaza will be forsaken,
and Ashkelon a desolation;

Ashdod will be driven out at noon,
and Ekron will be uprooted.

55 Woe to the inhabitants of the seacoast,
the nation of Kerethites!

The word of the LORD is against you,
O Canaan, land of the Philistines:

I will destroy you,
so that there will be no inhabitant.

66 The seacoast will be pastures,
with meadows for shepherds and folds for flocks.

77 The coast will be for the remnant of the house of Ju-
dah,

on which they will feed.
In the houses of Ashkelon
they will lie down at evening.

For the LORD their God will visit them
and restore their fortunes.

88 I have heard these taunts of Moab,
and the revilings of the Ammonites,

by which they have reproached My people,
and made boasts against their territory.

99 Therefore, as I live,
says the LORD of Hosts, the God of Israel,

surely Moab will be like Sodom,
and the Ammonites like Gomorrah—

a land of weeds and salt pits,
and a perpetual desolation.

The remnant of My people will plunder them,
and the survivors of My nation will possess them.

1010 This will they have for their pride,
because they taunted and boasted against
the people of the LORD of Hosts.

1111 The LORD will be dreadful to them,
for He will weaken all the gods of the earth;

men will worship Him, every one from his place,
all the lands of the nations.

1212 You also, O Ethiopians,
will be slain by My sword.

1313 And He will stretch out His hand against the north
and destroy Assyria;

and He will make Nineveh a desolation,
and dry like the desert.

1414 Herds will lie down in her midst,
beasts of every kind;

the cormorant and the bittern
will lodge on her pillars.

Their voice will sing in the windows;
desolation will be on the threshold;
for He will lay bare the cedar work.

1515 This is the rejoicing city
that dwelt securely,

that said in her heart,
“I am, and there is no one besides me.”

How has she become a desolation,
a place for beasts to lie down!

Everyone who passes by her will hiss
and shake his fist.

WWoe to Jerusalemoe to Jerusalem

Woe to her who is rebellious and defiled,
the oppressing city.

22 She obeys no voice,
she receives no correction;

she does not trust in the LORD ,
she does not draw near to her God.

33 Her princes within her are roaring lions;
her judges are evening wolves
who leave nothing until the morning.

44 Her prophets are reckless,
treacherous men;

her priests have profaned the sanctuary
and done violence to the law.

55 The LORD is righteous in her midst;
He does no unrighteousness.

Every morning He brings His justice to light;
He does not fail,
but the unjust knows no shame.

66 I have cut off nations,
their strongholds are devastated;

I have made their streets desolate,
with no one passing by.

Their cities are destroyed;
therthere ise is no man, no inhabitant.

77 I said,
“Surely you will fear Me;
and you will receive correction.”

So her dwelling will not be cut off,
according to all that I have appointed against her.

But they were more eager
to corrupt all their deeds.

The Conversion of the NationsThe Conversion of the Nations
88 Therefore wait for Me, declares the LORD ,
until the day when I rise up to seize the plunder;

for My decision is to gather nations,
to assemble kingdoms,

to pour on them My indignation,
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all My fierce anger;
for all the earth will be devoured
with the fire of My jealousy.

99 For then I will restore to the peoples a pure speech
that all of them may call on the name of the LORD ,
to serve Him with one accord.

1010 From beyond the rivers of Ethiopia
My worshippers, the daughter of My dispersed

ones,
will bring My offering.

1111 On that day you will not be ashamed
for all your deeds by which you have transgressed

against Me;
for then I will remove from your midst
those who rejoice in your pride,

and you will no longer be haughty
in My holy mountain.

1212 But I will leave in your midst
a meek and humble people,
and they will trust in the name of the LORD .

1313 The remnant of Israel will do no unrighteousness,
nor speak lies;
nor will a deceitful tongue be found in their mouth;

for they will feed and lie down,
and no one will make them afraid.

IsrIsrael’ael’s Song of Jos Song of Joyy
1414 Sing, O daughter of Zion!
Shout, O Israel!

Be glad and rejoice with all your heart,

O daughter of Jerusalem!
1515 The LORD has taken away your judgments,
He has cast out your enemies.

The King of Israel, the LORD , is in your midst;
you will see evil no more.

1616 On that day it will be said to Jerusalem:
Fear not, O Zion;
let not your hands be slack.

1717 The LORD your God is in your midst,
a Mighty One, who will save.

He will rejoice over you with gladness,
He will renew you with His love,
He will rejoice over you with singing.

1818 I will gather those who grieve
for the appointed festival,
which is a reproach and burden on you.

1919 At that time I will deal
with all who oppress you;

I will save the lame
and gather the outcast;

I will give them praise and fame
in every land where they have been put to shame.

2020 At that time I will bring you in,
at the time when I gather you;

for I will make you renowned and praised
among all peoples of the earth,

when I restore your fortunes
before your eyes,
says the LORD .
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HAHAGGAIGGAI
Written in approximately 520 BC by the prophet Haggai, the theme of this book is the rebuilding of the temple.
Haggai, a contemporary of Zechariah, was one of the first post-captivity prophets. His ministry was to rebuke
the returned exiles for their delay in rebuilding the temple as well as to encourage them to begin working to
consecrate the sacrificial system. The five messages that make up this book are unique in that they are precise-
ly dated—the year, month, and day are specified based on the reign of the Persian king, Darius. This small
book can be divided according to the five messages—two of rebuke and three of encouragement. Haggai
prophesied that the glory of the restored temple would prosper the land and provide for the final overthrow of
the surrounding nations.

God’God’s Command to Rebuild the Ts Command to Rebuild the Templeemple

In the second year of King Darius, in the sixth
month, on the first day of the month, the word of

the LORD came by Haggai the prophet to Zerubbabel
the son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua
the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, saying,

22 Thus says the LORD of Hosts: These people say, The
time has not yet come to rebuild the house of the
LORD .

33 Then the word of the LORD came by Haggai the
prophet, saying: 44 Is it time for you yourselves to live in
paneled houses, while this house lies in ruins?

55 Now, therefore, thus says the LORD of Hosts: Con-
sider your ways. 66 You have sown much, and harvested
little. You eat, but you do not have enough; you drink,
but you are not filled with drink; you clothe yourselves,
but no one is warm; and he who earns wages earns
wages to put them into a bag with holes.

77 Thus says the LORD of Hosts: Consider your ways.
88 Go up to the mountain and bring wood and rebuild
the house, that I may take pleasure in it and be glori-
fied, says the LORD . 99 You looked for much, and it
came to little; and when you brought it home, I blew it
away. Why? says the LORD of Hosts. Because of My
house that lies in ruins while each of you runs to his
own house. 1010 Therefore the heavens above you have
withheld the dew, and the earth has withheld its crops.
1111 I called for a drought on the land and the moun-
tains, on the grain, on the new wine, on the oil, on
what the ground brings forth, on men, on livestock,
and on all the labor of your hands.

The People ObeThe People Obey God’y God’s Commands Command
1212 Then Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, and Joshua

the son of Jehozadak, the high priest, with all the rem-
nant of the people, obeyed the voice of the LORD their
God, and the words of Haggai the prophet, as the
LORD their God had sent him. And the people feared
the LORD .

1313 Then Haggai, the messenger of the LORD , spoke
the message of the LORD to the people, saying: I am
with you, says the LORD . 1414 And the LORD stirred up
the spirit of Zerubbabel the son of Shealtiel, governor
of Judah, and the spirit of Joshua the son of Jehozadak,
the high priest, and the spirit of all the remnant of the
people. And they came and worked on the house of
the LORD of Hosts their God, 1515 on the twenty-fourth
day of the sixth month, in the second year of King Dar-
ius.

The FuturThe Future Glory of the Te Glory of the Templeemple

In the seventh month, on the twenty-first day of
the month, the word of the LORD came by Haggai

the prophet, saying: 22 Speak now to Zerubbabel the
son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua the
son of Jehozadak, the high priest, and to all the rem-
nant of the people, saying: 33 Who is left among you
who saw this house in its former glory? How do you
see it now? Is it not, in your eyes, as nothing in com-
parison? 44 Yet now be strong, O Zerubbabel, says the
LORD , and be strong, O Joshua, son of Jehozadak, the
high priest. Be strong all you people of the land, says
the LORD . Work, for I am with you, says the LORD of
Hosts. 55 According to the covenant that I made with
you when you came out of Egypt, so My Spirit remains
among you. Do not fear.

66 For thus says the LORD of Hosts: Once more, in a
little while, I will shake the heavens and earth, the sea
and dry land. 77 And I will shake all the nations, and
they will come with the wealth of all nations, and I will
fill this house with glory, says the LORD of Hosts. 88 The
silver is mine, and the gold is Mine, says the LORD of
Hosts. 99 The glory of this latter house will be greater
than the former, says the LORD of Hosts. And in this
place I will give peace, says the LORD of Hosts.

Blessings on a Defiled PeopleBlessings on a Defiled People
1010 On the twenty-fourth day of the ninth month, in

the second year of Darius, the word of the LORD came
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by Haggai the prophet, saying: 1111 Thus says the LORD
of Hosts: Now ask the priests concerning the law, say-
ing, 1212 If a man carries holy meat in the fold of his gar-
ment, and touches with his fold bread or stew, or wine
or oil, or any food, will it become holy?

The priests answered, “No.”
1313 Then Haggai said, “If one who is unclean by con-

tact with a dead body touches any of these, will it be-
come unclean?”

The priests answered, “It will become unclean.”
1414 Then Haggai said, So it is with this people, and so

it is with this nation before Me, says the LORD , and so
with every work of their hands; and what they offer
there is unclean.

1515 Now consider from this day onward: from before
stone was laid upon stone in the temple of the LORD ,
1616 from those days when one came to a heap of twenty
measures, there were but ten. When one came to the
wine vat to draw fifty measures, there were but twen-
ty. 1717 I struck you and all the labor of your hands with
blight and mildew and hail; yet you did not turn to Me.
1818 Consider from this day onward, from the twenty-

fourth day of the ninth month, from the day when the
foundation of the temple of the LORD was laid, consid-
er: 1919 Is the seed yet in the barn? As of yet, the vine,
the fig tree, the pomegranate, and the olive tree have
yielded nothing.

But from this day on I will bless you.

The PrThe Promise of God to Zerubbabelomise of God to Zerubbabel
2020 The word of the LORD came a second time to Hag-

gai on the twenty-fourth day of the month: 2121 Speak to
Zerubbabel, governor of Judah, saying, I will shake the
heavens and the earth. 2222 I will overthrow the throne of
the kingdoms. I will destroy the strength of the king-
doms of the nations. I will overthrow the chariots and
their riders. The horses and their riders will come
down, every one by the sword of his brother.

2323 On that day, says the LORD of Hosts, I will take
you, O Zerubbabel My servant, the son of Shealtiel,
says the LORD , and I will make you like a signet ring;
for I have chosen you, says the LORD of Hosts.
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ZECHARIAHZECHARIAH
Zechariah was probably written between 520 and 470 BC. The prophet Zechariah is the author. The theme of
this book is the restoration of Jerusalem and the temple in chapters 1–8, and the judgment and restoration of
the Gentile nations around Judah in chapters 9–14. Zechariah’s message covers events beginning with the re-
building of the temple and concluding with the culmination of God’s kingdom on the earth. While Haggai en-
couraged the returned Jewish exiles to rebuild the temple, Zechariah encouraged them to repent and renew
their covenant with God and provided images for what a restored land would look like. Zechariah reminded the
people of God’s abiding comfort and care and His faithfulness to abide by His covenant with Israel. Hope for
the coming messianic king was rekindled during Zechariah’s ministry. The book ends with the promise that the
Lord will establish His rule over all the earth.

In the eighth month, during the second year of
King Darius, the word of the LORD came to the

prophet Zechariah, son of Berekiah, son of Iddo, say-
ing:

A Call to RepentanceA Call to Repentance
22 The LORD was very angry with your fathers, 33 so

you will say to them, Thus says the LORD of Hosts: Re-
turn to Me, and I will return to you, says the LORD of
Hosts. 44 Do not be like your fathers to whom the for-
mer prophets cried, “Thus says the LORD of Hosts:
Turn away from your evil ways and deeds!” But they
did not listen or pay attention to Me, says the LORD .
55 So where are your fathers, and do the prophets live
forever? 66 Surely My words and statutes that I com-
manded to My servants, the prophets, did they not
persuade your fathers? They turned back and said,
“Whatever the LORD of Hosts planned to do to us ac-
cording to our ways and deeds, so He has done to us.”

Vision of the HorsemenVision of the Horsemen
77 On the twenty-fourth day, in the eleventh month,

which is the month Shebat, during the second year of
Darius, the word of the LORD came to the prophet
Zechariah, son of Berekiah, son of Iddo:

88 I saw during the night a man riding on a red horse.
But he was standing among the myrtle trees that were
in the ravine, and behind him were red, sorrel, and
white horses.

99 And I said, “What are these, my lord?”
Then the angel who was speaking with me said, “I

will show you what these are.”
1010 Then the man who was standing among the myr-

tle trees responded and said, “These are the ones
whom the LORD has sent out to walk to and fro on the
earth.”

1111 They answered and said to the angel of the LORD
who was standing among the myrtle trees, “We have

gone to and fro on the earth, and all the earth is rest-
ing and peaceful.”

1212 Then the angel of the LORD said, “How much
longer, O LORD of Hosts, will You withhold mercy from
Jerusalem and the cities of Judah with which You have
been angry these seventy years?” 1313 And the LORD an-
swered the angel speaking to me with good and com-
forting words.

1414 So the angel who spoke with me said, Cry out, say-
ing: Thus says the LORD of Hosts: I have a great jeal-
ousy for Jerusalem and Zion. 1515 And I have a great
anger for those nations who are at ease, for while I
was angry but a little, they helped to increase evil.

1616 Therefore thus says the LORD : I have returned to
Jerusalem with mercy, and My house will be built in it,
says the LORD of Hosts, and a measuring line will be
stretched over Jerusalem.

1717 Cry out again, saying, Thus says the LORD of
Hosts: Yet again My cities will overflow with goodness,
and again the LORD will comfort Zion and choose
Jerusalem.

The Vision of the Horns and CrThe Vision of the Horns and Craftsmenaftsmen
1818 And I then lifted up my eyes, and I saw four horns.

1919 And I said to the angel speaking to me, “What are
these?”

And he answered, “These are the horns that have
scattered Judah, Israel, and Jerusalem.”

2020 Then the LORD showed me four craftsmen. 2121 And I
said, “What are these coming to do?”

And he said, “These are the horns that scattered Ju-
dah after which no one could raise his head; and these
four craftsmen have come to terrify and throw down
the horns of the nations who lifted up their horn
against the land of Judah to scatter it.”
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33

44

55

The Vision of the Man With the Measuring LineThe Vision of the Man With the Measuring Line

And I lifted up my eyes, and I saw a man with a
measuring cord in his hand. 22 And I said, “Where

are you going?”
And he responded, “To measure Jerusalem and to

note what is its width and length.”
33 Then the angel who was speaking with me went

out, and then another angel came out to meet him,
44 and said to him, “Run, say to this young man:
Jerusalem will be inhabited as villages without walls,
because of the multitude of men and animals in her.
55 And I will be like a wall of fire all around her, says the
LORD , and I will be as glory in her midst.”

Interlude: An Appeal to the ExilesInterlude: An Appeal to the Exiles
66 Up, up, flee from the northern land, says the LORD ,

for I have spread you abroad like the four winds of
heaven, says the LORD .

77 Deliver yourself, O Zion, you who live with the
daughter of Babylon. 88 For thus says the LORD of
Hosts: He has sent Me after glory to the nations which
plunder you, for he who touches you touches the ap-
ple of His eye. 99 For I will swing My hand against them,
and they will become plunder for their servants. Then
you will know well that the LORD of Hosts has sent Me.

1010 Sing and rejoice, O daughter of Zion, for I am com-
ing and will dwell in your midst, says the LORD . 1111 And
many nations will join themselves with the LORD in
that day, and they will be My people. And I will reside
in your midst, and you will know that the LORD of
Hosts has sent Me to you. 1212 And the LORD will possess
Judah as His portion in the holy land, and He will again
choose Jerusalem. 1313 Be still, all flesh before the LORD ,
for He is stirred from His holy habitation.

The Vision of Joshua the High PriestThe Vision of Joshua the High Priest

Then he showed me Joshua, the high priest,
standing before the angel of the LORD , and Sa-

tan standing at his right hand to accuse him. 22 And the
LORD said to Satan, “The LORD rebuke you, Satan! The
LORD who has chosen Jerusalem rebukes you! Is this
not a burning brand taken out of the fire?”

33 Now Joshua had on filthy garments and was stand-
ing before the angel. 44 And he said to those standing
before him, “Take off his filthy garments.”

Then he said, “See that I have removed from you
your iniquity, and I will clothe you with rich robes.”

55 And I said, “Let them place a pure turban on his
head.” So they put a pure turban on his head and gar-
ments on him. And the angel of the LORD was stand-
ing by.

66 And the angel of the LORD admonished Joshua,
saying, 77 “Thus says the LORD of Hosts: If you walk in
My ways and keep My charge, then you will judge My
house and guard My courts, and I will give to you ac-
cess to these who are standing here.

88 “Hear this, O Joshua the high priest, you and your
friends sitting before you, for these men are a sign. I
am bringing My servant, the Branch. 99 The stone that I
have set before Joshua, on that single stone is seven
eyes. And I will engrave an inscription, says the LORD
of Hosts, and I will remove the iniquity of this land in
one day.

1010 “On that day, says the LORD of Hosts, each of you
will invite your companion to come and sit under the
vine and under the fig tree.”

The Vision of the Gold LampstandThe Vision of the Gold Lampstand

And the angel who was speaking with me re-
turned and woke me up like a man who is roused

from his sleep. 22 And he said to me, “What do you
see?”

And I responded, “I see a completely gold lampstand
and a bowl at its top, with seven lights on it, and seven
pipes on it for each lamp in order to light them. 33 And
there are two olive trees next to it, one on the right of
the bowl and one on the left.”

44 So I answered and I asked the angel speaking with
me, “What are these, my lord?”

55 Then the angel speaking with me responded, “Do
you really not know what these are?”

And I said, “No, my lord.”
66 And he said to me: “This is the word of the LORD to

Zerubbabel, saying: Not by might nor by power, but by
My Spirit, says the LORD of Hosts.

77 “Who are you, O great mountain? Before Zerubba-
bel you will be made level ground, and he will bring
out the top stone amidst shouting of ‘Grace! Grace to
the stonethe stone !’”

88 Then the word of the LORD came to me, saying:
99 “The hands of Zerubbabel have established the foun-
dation of this house, and they will even complete it.
Then you will know that the LORD of Hosts has sent
Me to all of you.

1010 “For who has despised the day of small things?
These seven will rejoice and see the plumb line in the
hand of Zerubbabel. These are the eyes of the LORD ,
which survey to and fro throughout the earth.”

1111 Then I answered and I asked, “What are these two
olives trees on the right and left of the lampstand?”

1212 And I asked a second time, “What are these two
branches of the olive trees that are next to the two
golden pipes from which they pour out the gold oiloil ?”

1313 And he asked me, “Do you not know what these
are?”

I responded, “No, my lord.”
1414 He answered, “These are the two anointed ones

who stand by the Lord of all the earth.”

The Vision of the Flying ScrThe Vision of the Flying Scrolloll

Then I turned and lifted up my eyes and saw a
flying scroll.

22 He asked me, “What do you see?”
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And I responded, “I see a flying scroll with its length
as twenty cubits and its width as ten cubits.” ††

33 He said to me, “This is the curse going out over the
surface of all the land. Everyone who steals will be
purged according to the writing on one side, and
everyone who swears falsely will be purged according
to the writing on the other side. 44 I will send it out,
says the LORD of Hosts, and it will enter the house of
the thief, and the house of him who swears falsely by
My name. It will remain in his house and consume it,
with its timber and stones.”

The Vision of the WThe Vision of the Woman in the Basketoman in the Basket
55 Then the angel who was speaking with me came

out, saying, “Now lift up your eyes and see what this is
that is going forth.”

66 And I asked, “What is it?” He said, “This is the ephah
basket going forth. This represents their iniquity
throughout all the land.”

77 The lead cover was lifted, and there was a woman
sitting in the ephah basket. 88 And he said, “This is
wickedness.” And he threw her back into the basket
and then thrust back the lead stone over its opening.

99 Then I lifted my eyes and saw coming forward two
women. There was wind in their wings, and the wings
were like those of a stork, and they lifted up and car-
ried the ephah basket between heaven and earth.

1010 Then I said to the angel who was speaking with
me, “Where are they carrying the basket?”

1111 He responded, “To build a house for it in the land
of Shinar. And when the house is established, the bas-
ket will be set there on a pedestal.”

The Vision of the Four ChariotsThe Vision of the Four Chariots

And I turned around and lifted my eyes, and I
saw four chariots coming out from between two

mountains, which were bronze mountains. 22 The first
chariot had red horses, the second black horses, 33 the
third white horses, and the fourth chariot dappled
horses—all of them strong. 44 Then I answered the an-
gel speaking with me, “What are these, my lord?”

55 The angel responded, “These are the four winds of
heaven going out after standing before the Lord of all
the earth. 66 The one with the black horses is going to-
ward the north country, the white ones are going after
them, while the dappled ones are going toward the
south country.”

77 When the strong horses went out, they were seek-
ing to go to and fro throughout the earth. And he said,
“Go out to and fro throughout the earth.” And they
went out to walk to and fro throughout the earth.

88 Then he cried out to me, “Look, the ones going out
to the northern land have given rest to my Spirit in the
north.”

† About 30 feet long and 15 feet wide, or 9 meters long and 4.5
meters wide.

The CorThe Coronation of Joshuaonation of Joshua
99 Then the word of the LORD came to me, saying:

1010 Take from the exiles Heldai, Tobijah, and Jedaiah
who have come from Babylon, and go on that day to
the house of Josiah, the son of Zephaniah. 1111 Take the
silver and gold and make a crown, and set it on the
head of Joshua, the son of Jehozadak, the high priest.
1212 And say to him: Thus says the LORD of Hosts: Here is
a man whose name is Branch; for he shall branch out
from his place, and he shall build the temple of the
LORD . 1313 It is he who shall build the temple of the
LORD ; he shall bear the glory, and shall sit and rule on
his throne. He shall be a priest on his throne, and the
counsel of peace shall be between them both. 1414 And
the crown shall be for a memorial to Helem, Tobijah,
Jedaiah, and Hen the son of Zephaniah, in the temple
of the Lord. 1515 And those who are far off shall come
and help to build the temple of the LORD ; and you all
shall know that the LORD of Hosts has sent me to you.
This shall happen if you diligently obey the voice of the
LORD your God.

A Call for Justice and MerA Call for Justice and Mercycy

And in the fourth year of King Darius, on the
fourth day of the ninth month, Kislev, the word of

the LORD came to Zechariah. 22 Those in Bethel sent
Sharezer and Regem-Melek and their men to entreat
the graces of the LORD , 33 saying to the priests and
prophets of the house of the LORD of Hosts, “Should I
weep and dedicate myself during the fifth month as I
have done in these many years?”

44 Then the word of the LORD came to me, saying:
55 Say to all the people in the land and to the priests:
When you fasted and lamented during the fifth and
seventh months for these seventy years, did you really
fast for Me? 66 And when you eat and when you drink,
do you not eat and drink for yourselves? 77 Were these
not the very words that the former prophets pro-
claimed when Jerusalem dwelled with ease along with
her surrounding cities, and when the Negev and the
Lowland were inhabited?

Punishment for Rejecting God’Punishment for Rejecting God’s Demandss Demands
88 And the word of the LORD came to Zechariah, say-

ing: 99 Thus says the LORD of Hosts: Execute true jus-
tice, show mercy and compassion, every man to his
brother. 1010 Do not oppress the widow, orphan, sojourn-
er, or poor. And let none of you contemplate evil
deeds in your hearts against his brother.

1111 But they refused to pay attention and turned a
stubborn shoulder, and stopped their ears so that they
should not hear. 1212 They made their hearts hard like a
diamond so as not to hear the instruction and words
that the LORD of Hosts sent by His Spirit through the
former prophets, and there was great anger from the
LORD of Hosts.
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1313 Therefore it happened that as I called, and they
would not hear, so they called, and I would not hear,
says the LORD of Hosts. 1414 So I scattered them about
among all the nations whom they did not know, so the
land was left desolate behind them with no one com-
ing or going. And they made a desirable land desolate.

The Holy City of Peace and PrThe Holy City of Peace and Prosperityosperity

And the word of the LORD came, saying: 22 Thus
says the LORD of Hosts: I am exceedingly jealous

for Zion, and withwith great wrath I am jealous for her.
33 Thus says the LORD : I have returned to Zion and

will dwell in the midst of Jerusalem, and Jerusalem will
be called a city of faithfulness and the mountain of the
LORD of Hosts, the holy mountain.

44 Thus says the LORD of Hosts: Older men and
women will again sit in the streets of Jerusalem, each
having a staff in his hand because of advanced age.
55 And the plazas of the city will be filled with young
boys and girls playing in her open places.

66 Thus says the LORD of Hosts: If it is marvelous in
the eyes of the remnant of this people in these days,
will it also be marvelous in My eyes? says the LORD of
Hosts.

77 Thus says the LORD of Hosts: I will deliver My peo-
ple from the eastern lands and from the western
lands. 88 And I will bring them, and they will reside in
Jerusalem, and they will be for Me as a people, and I
will be for them as God, with faithfulness and right-
eousness.

99 Thus says the LORD of Hosts: Let your hands be
strengthened, whoever is hearing these words in
these days, from the mouth of the prophets who were
there in the day that the house of the LORD of Hosts
was founded, that the temple might be built. 1010 For be-
fore those days there were no wages for a man nor
any hire for an animal; and there was no peace from
an enemy for him who went out or came in; for I set
every man against his neighbor. 1111 But now I will not
be as in the former days against this remnant people,
says the LORD of Hosts.

1212 For sowing will be done in peace, and the vine will
produce its fruit, and the ground will provide its pro-
duce, and the heavens will give their rain. And I will
cause the remnant of this people to inherit all of these
benefits. 1313 And as you have been like a curse among
the nations, O house of Israel and house of Judah, I
will deliver you, and you will be a blessing. Fear not,
and strengthen your hands!

1414 Thus says the LORD of Hosts: Just as I had deter-
mined to punish you when your fathers incited Me to
wrath, says the LORD of Hosts, I did not relent. 1515 So
again have I purposed in these days to do good to
Jerusalem and to the house of Judah. Do not fear!
1616 These are the things you will do: Speak truth each to
his neighbor, and make judgments in your gates that
are for truth, and justice, and peace. 1717 Let none of you
consider evil plans in your heart against your neigh-

bor, and do not love false oaths, for I hate all these
things, says the LORD .

1818 And the word of the LORD of Hosts came to me,
saying: 1919 Thus says the LORD of Hosts: The fast during
the fourth and fifth months, and the fasts during the
seventh and tenth months, will become rejoicing and
joy and pleasant feasts for the house of Judah. So love
what brings truth and peace.

2020 Thus says the LORD of Hosts: Peoples will still
come, even those who live in many cities. 2121 Those who
live in one city will journey to another, saying, “Let us
surely go to seek the LORD of Hosts. I myself am go-
ing.” 2222 Many peoples and strong nations will seek out
the LORD of Hosts in Jerusalem and to entreat the fa-
vor of the LORD .

2323 Thus says the LORD of Hosts: In those days ten
men from every language of the nations will take hold
of the garment of a Jew, saying, “Let us go with you,
for we have heard that God is with you.”

Judgment on IsrJudgment on Israel’ael’s Enemiess Enemies

An oracle of the word of the LORD that is against
the land of Hadrak,

and Damascus is the place where it will rest.
For the eyes of men and the tribes of Israel
are on the LORD .

22 Also Hamath borders it,
even Tyre and Sidon, cities that are very wise.

33 Tyre has built a rampart for herself
and stored up silver like it were dust,
and even gold like it were mud in the streets.

44 The Lord will dispossess her of her possessions
and strike down her power in the sea,
and she will be devoured with fire.

55 Ashkelon will observe this and fear;
Gaza as well and will writhe in anguish;
even Ekron, her hope will be confounded.

The king of Gaza will perish,
and no one will inhabit Ashkelon.

66 A mongrel people will dwell in Ashdod,
and I will cut down the pride of Philistia.

77 I will take away the bloodshed from its mouth,
and the abominations from between its teeth.

Even it will be a remnant for our God.
It will be like a tribe of a clan in Judah,
and Ekron like the Jebusites.

88 Then I will make camp at My house with a garrison,
so that no one can pass back and forth.

And no oppressor will pass through them,
for now I see with My eyes.

The Coming King of ZionThe Coming King of Zion
99 Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion!
And cry aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem!

See, your king is coming to you;
he is righteous and able to deliver,
he is humble and riding on a donkey,
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a colt, the offspring of a donkey.
1010 I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim
and the horse from Jerusalem;
and the bow for battle will be cut off.

He will speak peace to the nations;
and his dominion will be from one sea to another,
and from the Great River to the ends of the earth.

1111 And as for you, because of the blood of your
covenant,

I will send your prisoners from the empty, waterless
pits.

1212 Return to your stronghold, prisoners who now have
hope.

Today I declare that I will return to you a double por-
tion.

1313 Because I have bent Judah as My bow
and fitted the bow with Ephraim.

I will stir up your sons, O Zion,
against your sons, O Greece,
and will set you like the sword of a warrior.

1414 Then the LORD will appear over them,
and His arrow will go out like lightning.

The Lord GOD will sound His trumpet,
and will march forth like storm winds of southern

Teman.
1515 The LORD of Hosts will protect them.

They will devour up
and subdue them with stone slingers.

And they will drink and make noise as with wine;
they will be filled with bloodwith blood as a bowl,
saturated like the corners of the altar.

1616 The LORD their God will deliver them that day
like the flock of His people.

For like jewels embedded in a crown,
they will shine in His land.

1717 For how great is His goodness, and how great His
beauty!

There will be grain for the young men
and new wine to prosper the young women.

The RestorThe Restoration of Judah and Isration of Judah and Israelael

Ask for rain from the LORD
during the season of the latter spring rains.

And the LORD will make the storm winds;
and He will give them showers of rain;
all will have vegetation in the field.

22 For the household Teraphim idols speak wicked-
ness,

and the diviners envision lies.
They utter false dreams,
and provide comfort that does not last.

So the people wander about like sheep;
they are afflicted because there is no shepherd.

33 My anger burns against the shepherds,
and I will visit judgment on the male goats.

For the LORD of Hosts will visit His flock, the house of
Judah,

and will make them like His majestic horse in battle.

44 From him comes the cornerstone,
and from him the tent peg.
From him comes the bow for battle,
and from him every ruler goes out, all these togeth-

er.
55 And they will be as mighty men,
who trample down in the muddy streets in battle.

They will fight because the LORD is with them,
and He will put to shame those riding on horses.

66 I will make strong the house of Judah,
and will deliver the house of Joseph.

I will restore them
because I have compassion on them.

They will be like
I had never rejected them;

for I am the LORD their God,
and I will respond to them.

77 Then Ephraim shall be like a mighty man,
and their hearts shall rejoice as with wine.

Their children shall see this and be glad;
their hearts shall rejoice in the LORD .

88 I will whistle to them
and gather them in,

for I have ransomed them;
they will be numerous as they were numerous be-

fore.
99 When I scatter them among the nations,
they will remember Me in the distant lands;

they will live with their children
and then return.

1010 I will bring them home from the land of Egypt,
and gather them from Assyria.

I will bring them into the land of Gilead and Lebanon,
until there is no room for them.

1111 He will pass through the sea of distress,
and will put down the waves in the sea:
All the depths of the Nile will be dried up;

and the arrogance of Assyria will be brought down,
and the scepter of Egypt will turn away.

1212 I will make them strong in the LORD ,
and they will go to and fro in His name,
says the LORD .

Open your doors, O Lebanon,
so the fire can consume your cedar.

22 Wail, O cypress, for the cedar has fallen;
the majestic trees are destroyed.

Wail, O oaks of Bashan,
because the unassailable forest has been brought

down.
33 TherThere ise is the sound of wailing shepherds,
because their glory is ruined.

TherThere ise is the sound of roaring lions,
because the pride of Jordan is ruined.

TTwo Kinds of Shepherwo Kinds of Shepherdsds
44 Thus says the LORD my God: Shepherd the flock of

slaughter. 55 The ones who buy them then slaughter
them and have no guilt, and those who sell them say,
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“Blessed is the LORD because I am rich.” Their own
shepherds do not take pity on them. 66 For I will no
longer have pity on those who dwell in the land, says
the LORD . But I will cause each of them to fall into the
hands of his neighbor, even into the hands of his king.
They will crush the land, and I will not deliver any from
their hands.

77 So I shepherded the flock that was for slaughter,
even the afflicted of the flock. And I took for myself
two staffs. One I called Favor and the other I gave the
name Union. So I pastured the flock. 88 I destroyed the
three shepherds in the span of one month.

For my soul was impatient with them, and their souls
detested me. 99 Then I said, “I will not shepherd you.
What is to die, let it die. What is to be destroyed, let it
be destroyed. Let those who are left devour each oth-
er’s flesh.”

1010 I took the staff named Favor and cut it into pieces,
to break the covenant that I made with all the peoples.
1111 So it was broken that day, and the afflicted of the
flock were watching me and knew that this was the
word of the LORD .

1212 Then I said to them, “If this is good in your eyes,
then give my wages to me, but if not, then keep it.”
They weighed my wages at thirty pieces of silver.

1313 Then the LORD said to me, “Throw it to the potter,
the splendid price by which I was valued by them.” So I
took the thirty silver pieces and threw them to the
house of the LORD to the potter.

1414 Then I cut up the second staff, Union, to break the
brotherhood between Judah and Israel.

1515 Then the LORD said to me: Take for yourself again
the vessels carried by a foolish shepherd. 1616 I am rais-
ing up a shepherd in the land who will not care for
those who are perishing, nor seek the young, nor heal
the broken, nor feed those who are standing still. But
he will eat the flesh of the fat and tear their hoofs in
pieces.

1717 Woe to this worthless shepherd
who abandons his flock.

May the sword take his arm and right eye;
may his arm surely wither up,
and his right eye become blind.

The DeliverThe Deliverance of Judahance of Judah

The oracle of the word of the LORD against Is-
rael. Thus says the LORD , the One who stretch-

es out the heavens and establishes the earth and
forms the spirit of man within him: 22 I am going to
make Jerusalem a cup of reeling before all the sur-
rounding nations. And when there is a siege against
Judah, it is also against Jerusalem. 33 And it will be on
that day that I will set Jerusalem as a weighty stone to
all the peoples. All who carry it will surely gash them-
selves, and all the nations of the land will be gathered
against it. 44 On that day I will strike every horse with
confusion and its rider with madness, but for the
house of Judah I will keep My eyes open although I will

strike with blindness every horse of the peoples.
55 Then the clans of Judah will say in their hearts, “There
is strength for us with those residing in Jerusalem by
the LORD of Hosts, their God.”

66 On that day I will set Judah like a fiery pot among
wood and as a flaming torch among cut grain. And
they will devour to the right and left all the surround-
ing peoples, while Jerusalem will still reside in her
place, the place of Jerusalem.

77 The LORD will deliver the tents of Judah as before,
so that the glory of the house of David and the glory
of those dwelling in Jerusalem will not eclipse Judah.
88 On that day the LORD will defend those residing in
Jerusalem; and even the one who stumbles among
them will be as David on that day. And the house of
David will be like God, like the angel of the LORD go-
ing out before them. 99 On that day I will seek to de-
stroy all the nations who come out against Jerusalem.

Mourning for Him Whom TheMourning for Him Whom They Have Piery Have Piercedced
1010 And I will pour out on the house of David and over

those dwelling in Jerusalem a spirit of favor and sup-
plication so that they look to Me, whom they have
pierced through. And they will mourn over him as one
mourns for an only child and weep bitterly over him as
a firstborn. 1111 On that day the mourning in Jerusalem
will be as great as that of Hadad Rimmon in the plain
of Megiddo. 1212 The land will mourn with each family by
itself: the family of the house of David by themselves,
and their wives by themselves; the family of the house
of Nathan by themselves, and their wives by them-
selves; 1313 the family of the house of Levi by themselves,
and their wives by themselves; the family of Shimei by
themselves, and their wives also by themselves; 1414 and
all the families that remain, each by itself and their
wives by themselves.

The Cleansing of God’The Cleansing of God’s Peoples People

On that day there will be a spring opened up
for the house of David and for the inhabitants of

Jerusalem for sin and impurity.
22 And on that day, says the LORD of Hosts, I will cut

off the names of the idols from the land, and they will
not be remembered any more. And I will also remove
from the land the prophets and the unclean spirit.
33 And it will be if a man again prophesies, then his fa-
ther and mother who gave birth to him will say, “You
will not live because you speak deception in the name
of the LORD .” Then when he prophesies, his father
and mother will pierce him through.

44 On that day each prophet will be ashamed of his vi-
sion when he prophesies. He will not put on a robe of
coarse hair in order to deceive. 55 But he will say, “I am
not a prophet. I am a man who works the ground, for
a man purchased me when I was young.” 66 If someone
asks, “What are these wounds on your arms?” he will
say, “I was struck in the house of my close friends.”
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Striking the ShepherStriking the Shepherd, Scattering the Sheepd, Scattering the Sheep
77 “Awake, O sword, against My shepherd
and the man of My association,”
says the LORD of Hosts.

Strike the shepherd,
and the sheep will scatter.
I will turn My hand against the small ones.

88 And it will happen in all the land, says the LORD ,
that two-thirds will be cut off and die,
and one-third will be left in the land.

99 And I will bring this one-third left into the fire,
and will refine them as the refinement of silver,
and will test them as the testing of gold.

They will call on My name,
and I will answer them.

I will say, “They are My people”;
and they will say, “The LORD is my God.”

The Day of theThe Day of the LLORDORD

A day of the LORD is coming when your spoil
will be divided in your midst.

22 For I will gather all the nations against Jerusalem
for battle. The city will be captured and the houses
plundered and the women ravished. Half of the city
will go to exile, but the remainder of the people will
not be cut off from the city.

33 Then the LORD will go out and fight those nations
as He fights in the day of war. 44 On that day His feet
will stand on the Mount of Olives, which is to the east
of Jerusalem. And from east to west the Mount of
Olives will be split in two halves by a very great valley
so that one half moves to the north and the other to
the south. 55 And you will flee to my mountain valley,
for the mountain valley will reach to Azal. You will flee
just like you fled from the earthquake in the days of
Uzziah king of Judah. Then the LORD my God will
come and all His holy ones with you.

66 And on that day there will be no light. The lights will
diminish. 77 And there will be one day known to the
LORD , neither during the day nor the night, but at the
evening time there will be light.

88 On that day living water will flow out from
Jerusalem, half to the Dead Sea and the other half to
the Mediterranean Sea. This will happen for the sum-
mer as well as the winter.

99 And the LORD will be king over all the earth. In that
day it will be—“The LORD is one,” and His name is one.

1010 All the land will be turned into a plain from Geba
to Rimmon to the south of Jerusalem. But Jerusalem
will rise and dwell in her place from the Benjamin Gate
to the place of the Old Gate, to the Corner Gate, and
then from the Tower of Hananel to the winepress of
the king. 1111 And peoplepeople will live there, and she will nev-
er again be devoted for destruction. Jerusalem will re-
side in security.

1212 And this will be the pestilence with which the LORD
will strike all the peoples who go to battle against
Jerusalem: Their flesh will rot as they stand on their
feet, their eyes will rot in their sockets, and their
tongues will rot in their mouths. 1313 Then on that day a
great tumult from the LORD will come on them as
each person will seize the hand of his neighbor, and
the hand of one will be raised against the hand of an-
other. 1414 And even Judah will fight with Jerusalem, and
the wealth of all the surrounding nations will be gath-
ered, a great abundance of gold, silver, and garments.
1515 So this plague will come to horses, mules, camels,
donkeys, and any other animals that are in the camp.
So will this plague be.

1616 Then it will be that all the nations who have come
against Jerusalem and survived will go up each year to
worship the King, the LORD of Hosts, and to celebrate
the Feast of Tabernacles. 1717 And it will happen that if
any of the families of the earth do not go up to
Jerusalem to worship the King, the LORD of Hosts,
then there will not be rain for them. 1818 If the family of
Egypt does not go up and enter in, they shall have no
rain. This will be the plague with which the LORD
strikes the nations that do not go up to celebrate the
Feast of Tabernacles. 1919 This will be the punishment of
Egypt and the punishment of all the nations who do
not go up to celebrate the Feast of Tabernacles.

2020 On that day “HOLY TO THE LORD” will be engraved
on the bells of the horses. And the pots in the house
of the LORD will be as the basins before the altar.
2121 And every pot in Jerusalem and Judah will be holy to
the LORD of Hosts so that all who come to sacrifice will
take from those pots and boil the meat in them. And
on that day there will no longer be a Canaanite in the
house of the LORD of Hosts.
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MALAMALACHICHI
The book of Malachi was likely written between 440 and 400 BC. The prophet Malachi is the author. The theme
is largely focused on the restoration of the covenant blessings to the land and people through a proper priestly
and sacrificial system. While the temple had been rebuilt and a form of worship had been restored, still much
was lacking in the relationship between the Judean people and their God. Malachi calls the people to repen-
tance regarding the priesthood, which had become corrupt; worship, which had become routine; divorce,
which was widespread; social justice, which was ignored; and tithing, which was neglected. The book closes
with the call to remember the Law of Moses and to anticipate the coming of an Elijah figure.

The oracle of the word of the LORD to Israel by
Malachi.

IsrIsrael Prael Preferreferred to Edomed to Edom
22 I have loved you, says the LORD .
But you say, “How have You loved us?”
Was not Esau Jacob’s brother? says the LORD . Yet I

have loved Jacob; 33 but Esau I have hated, and I have
made his mountains a desolation and left his inheri-
tance for the jackals of the desert.

44 Whereas Edom says, “We are impoverished, but we
will rebuild the ruins,” thus says the LORD of Hosts:
They may build, but I will tear down. They will be
called the Wicked Territory, and the people against
whom the LORD has indignation forever. 55 Your eyes
will see this, and you will say, “Great is the LORD , be-
yond the border of Israel!”

PrProfane Offeringsofane Offerings
66 A son honors his father, and a servant his master. If

then I am a father, where is My honor? And if I am a
master, where is My fear? says the LORD of Hosts to
you, O priests, who despise My name. But you say,
“How have we despised Your name?”

77 You offer defiled food on My altar, but say, “How
have we defiled You?”

By saying, “The table of the LORD is contemptible.”
88 When you offer the blind as a sacrifice, is it not evil?
When you offer the lame and sick, is it not evil? Offer it
now to your governor! Would he be pleased with you,
or accept you? says the LORD of Hosts.

99 But now entreat God’s favor, that He may be gra-
cious to us. With such offerings from your hands, will
He accept you favorably? says the LORD of Hosts.

1010 Who is there among you who would shut the
doors, that you might not kindle fire on My altar in
vain? I have no pleasure in you, says the LORD of
Hosts, nor will I accept an offering from your hand.
1111 For from the rising of the sun to its setting, My name
will be great among the nations, and in every place in-
cense will be offered to My name, and a pure offering.

For My name will be great among the nations, says the
LORD of Hosts.

1212 But you profane it, in that you say, “The table of
the Lord is defiled, and its fruit, that is, its food is con-
temptible.” 1313 You also say, “What a weariness it is,”
and you snort at it, says the LORD of Hosts.

You bring in what is stolen, the lame, or the sick;
thus you bring an offering! Should I accept this from
your hand? says the LORD . 1414 But cursed be the de-
ceiver who has in his flock a male, and vows, and yet
sacrifices to the Lord what is blemished. For I am a
great king, says the LORD of Hosts, and My name is to
be feared among the nations.

Divine WDivine Warnings to the Priestsarnings to the Priests

And now, O priests, this commandment is for
you. 22 If you will not listen, and if you will not take

it to heart to give honor to My name, says the LORD of
Hosts, I will send a curse on you and I will curse your
blessings. Yes, I have cursed them already, because
you do not take it to heart.

33 I rebuke your descendants, and spread refuse on
your faces, the refuse of your solemn feasts, and you
will be taken away with it. 44 And you will know that I
have sent this command to you, that My covenant with
Levi may remain, says the LORD of Hosts. 55 My
covenant with him was for life and peace, and I gave
them to him. With awe he feared Me, and he was rev-
erent before My name. 66 True instruction was in his
mouth, and injustice was not found on his lips. He
walked with Me in peace and with uprightness, and
turned many away from iniquity.

77 For a priest’s lips should preserve knowledge, and
people should seek the law from his mouth; for he is
the messenger of the LORD of Hosts. 88 But you have
departed from the way. You have caused many to
stumble at the law. You have violated the covenant of
Levi, says the LORD of Hosts. 99 So I have made you
contemptible and base before all the people, because
you have not kept My ways, but have shown partiality
in the law.
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The CoThe Covenant Prvenant Profanedofaned
1010 Have we not all one Father? Has not one God cre-

ated us? Why do we deal treacherously with one an-
other, by profaning the covenant of our fathers?

1111 Judah has dealt treacherously, and an abomination
has been committed in Israel and Jerusalem. For Judah
has profaned the sanctuary of the LORD , which He
loves, and has married the daughter of a foreign god.
1212 May the LORD cut off from the tents of Jacob any de-
scendant of the man who does this, teacher and stu-
dent, yet who brings an offering to the LORD of Hosts.

1313 This is the second thing you do: You cover the altar
of the LORD with tears, with weeping and crying out,
because He no longer regards the offering, nor re-
ceives it with good will from your hand. 1414 Yet you say,
“Why?” It is because the LORD has been a witness be-
tween you and the wife of your youth, against whom
you have dealt treacherously. Yet she is your compan-
ion and your wife by covenant.

1515 Did He not make them one, having a remnant of
the Spirit? And why one? He seeks godly offspring. So
take heed to your spirit, that you do not deal treacher-
ously.

1616 For the LORD , the God of Israel, says that He
hates divorce; for it covers one’s garment with vio-
lence, says the LORD of Hosts.

Therefore take heed to your spirit, that you do not
deal treacherously.

Injustice CommittedInjustice Committed
1717 You have wearied the LORD with your words.
Yet you say, “How have we wearied Him?”
When you say, “Everyone who does evil is good in

the sight of the LORD , and He delights in them,” or,
“Where is the God of justice?”

The Coming MessengerThe Coming Messenger

I will send My messenger, and he will prepare the
way before Me. And the Lord, whom you seek, will

suddenly come to His temple, even the messenger of
the covenant, in whom you delight. He is coming, says
the LORD of Hosts.

22 But who can endure the day of his coming, and
who can stand when he appears? For he is like a refin-
er’s fire and like fullers’ soap. 33 He will sit as a refiner
and purifier of silver; he will purify the sons of Levi,
and refine them like gold and silver, and they will pre-
sent to the LORD offerings in righteousness. 44 Then
the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasant to
the LORD as in the days of old and as in former years.

55 Then I will draw near to you for judgment. I will be
a swift witness against the sorcerers, against the adul-
terers, against the perjurers, against those who op-
press the hired worker in his wages, the widow and
the fatherless, against those who turn aside the
stranger, and do not fear Me, says the LORD of Hosts.

Withholding TithesWithholding Tithes
66 For I am the LORD , I do not change; therefore you,

O sons of Jacob, are not consumed. 77 From the days of
your fathers you have gone away from My ordinances
and have not kept them. Return to Me, and I will re-
turn to you, says the LORD of Hosts.

But you say, “How shall we return?”
88 Will a man rob God? Yet you have robbed Me.
But you say, “How have we robbed You?”
In tithes and offerings. 99 You are cursed with a curse,

your whole nation, for you are robbing Me. 1010 Bring all
the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be food
in My house, and test Me now in this, says the LORD of
Hosts, if I will not open for you the windows of heaven
and pour out for you a blessing, that therthere wille will not bebe
rroomoom enough to rto receive iteceive it . 1111 I will rebuke the devour-
er for your sakes, so that it will not destroy the fruit of
your ground, and the vines in your field will not fail to
bear fruit, says the LORD of Hosts. 1212 Then all the na-
tions will call you blessed, for you will be a delightful
land, says the LORD of Hosts.

1313 Your words have been hard against Me, says the
LORD .

Yet you say, “What have we spoken against You?”
1414 You said, “It is vain to serve God. What profit is it

that we have kept His ordinance, and that we have
walked as mourners before the LORD of Hosts? 1515 And
now we call the proud blessed, for those who do
wickedness are built up; they even test God and es-
cape.”

The ReThe Rewarward of the Faithfuld of the Faithful
1616 Then those who feared the LORD spoke to one an-

other. The LORD listened and heard them, and a book
of remembrance was written before Him for those
who fear the LORD and who esteem His name.

1717 They shall be Mine, says the LORD of Hosts, on the
day when I make up My jewels. And I will spare them
as a man spares his son who serves him. 1818 Then you
will again discern between the righteous and the
wicked, between one who serves God and one who
does not serve Him.

The GrThe Great Day of theeat Day of the LLORDORD

Surely the day is coming, burning like an oven; all
the proud, yes, all evildoers will be stubble. The

day that is coming will burn them up, says the LORD of
Hosts, so that it will leave them neither root nor
branch. 22 But for you who fear My name, the sun of
righteousness will rise with healing in its wings. You
will go out and grow up like calves from the stall. 33 And
you will tread down the wicked, for they will be ashes
under the soles of your feet, on the day when I do this,
says the LORD of Hosts.
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44 Remember the Law of Moses, My servant, the
statutes and judgments which I commanded him at
Horeb for all Israel.

55 See, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the
coming of the great and dreaded day of the LORD .

66 He will turn the hearts of the fathers to their chil-
dren, and the hearts of the children to their fathers,
lest I come and strike the earth with a curse.

MALACHI 4:4 688 MALACHI 4:6



11

MAMATTTHEWTHEW
According to tradition, the apostle Matthew wrote the Gospel that bears his name between AD 50 and 70, in
Judea, to Jewish Christians in Antioch of Syria; it also circulated widely to other churches, such as those in Is-
rael. It is therefore helpful for the reader to become familiar with the Jewish religion before reading this
Gospel. A reading of the first five books of the Old Testament, known as the Pentateuch, is a good start.
Matthew was called Levi, the son of Alphaeus and brother of James. He was a tax collector and one of the
twelve apostles. He supposedly preached in Judea for fifteen years and then in other lands. It is unknown
whether or not he suffered martyrdom. The concept of the promised Messiah (the Anointed One, the Christ,
and King) is the focus of this study. The Gospel of Matthew emphasizes Jesus Christ as the fulfillment of the Old
Testament Scriptures and as the Davidic Messiah.

The Genealogy of Jesus ChristThe Genealogy of Jesus Christ
Lk 3:23–38

The book of the genealogy of Jesus Christ, the
Son of David, the son of Abraham:

22 Abraham was the father of Isaac,
Isaac the father of Jacob,
and Jacob the father of Judah and his brothers.
33 Judah was the father of Perez and Zerah by
Tamar,
Perez the father of Hezron,
and Hezron the father of Ram.
44 Ram was the father of Amminadab,
Amminadab the father of Nahshon,
and Nahshon the father of Salmon.
55 Salmon was the father of Boaz by Rahab,
Boaz the father of Obed by Ruth,
and Obed the father of Jesse.
66 Jesse was the father of David the king.

David the king was the father of Solomon, by her
who had been the wife of Uriah.

77 Solomon was the father of Rehoboam,
Rehoboam the father of Abijah,
and Abijah the father of Asa.
88 Asa was the father of Jehoshaphat,
Jehoshaphat the father of Joram,
and Joram the father of Uzziah.
99 Uzziah was the father of Jotham,
Jotham the father of Ahaz,
and Ahaz the father of Hezekiah.
1010 Hezekiah was the father of Manasseh,
Manasseh the father of Amon,
and Amon the father of Josiah.
1111 Josiah was the father of Jeconiah and his broth-
ers about the time they were exiled to Babylon.

1212 And after they were brought to Babylon,
Jeconiah was the father of Shealtiel,
and Shealtiel the father of Zerubbabel.
1313 Zerubbabel was the father of Abiud,
Abiud the father of Eliakim,

and Eliakim the father of Azor.
1414 Azor was the father of Zadok,
Zadok the father of Akim,
and Akim the father of Eliud.
1515 Eliud was the father of Eleazar,
Eleazar the father of Matthan,
and Matthan the father of Jacob.
1616 And Jacob was the father of Joseph, the husband
of Mary, of whom was born Jesus, who is called
Christ.

1717 So all the generations from Abraham to David are
fourteen generations, from David until the exile to
Babylon are fourteen generations, and from the exile
in Babylon to Christ are fourteen generations.

The Birth of Jesus ChristThe Birth of Jesus Christ
Lk 2:1–7

1818 Now the birth of Jesus Christ happened this way:
After His mother Mary was engaged to Joseph, before
they came together, she was found with child by the
Holy Spirit. 1919 Then Joseph her husband, being a just
man and not willing to make her a public example,
had in mind to divorce her privately.

2020 But while he thought on these things, the angel of
the Lord appeared to him in a dream saying, “Joseph,
son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your
wife, for He who is conceived in her is of the Holy Spir-
it. 2121 She will bear a Son, and you shall call His name JE-
SUS, for He will save His people from their sins.”

2222 Now all this occurred to fulfill what the Lord had
spoken through the prophet, saying, 2323 “A virgin shall
be with child, and will bear a Son, and they shall call
His name Immanuel,” †† which is interpreted, “God with
us.”

2424 Then Joseph, being awakened from sleep, did as
the angel of the Lord had commanded him, and re-
mained with his wife, 2525 and did not know her until she

† Isa 7:14.
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had given birth to her firstborn Son. And he called His
name JESUS.

The Visit of the Wise MenThe Visit of the Wise Men

Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea
in the days of Herod the king, wise men came

from the east to Jerusalem, 22 saying, “Where is He who
was born King of the Jews? For we have seen His star
in the east and have come to worship Him.”

33 When Herod the king heard these things, he was
troubled, and all Jerusalem with him. 44 And when he
had gathered all the chief priests and scribes of the
people together, he inquired of them where Christ
should be born. 55 They told him, “In Bethlehem of
Judea, for this is what the prophet wrote:

66 ‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are no longer least among the princes of Judah;

for out of you shall come a Governor,
who will shepherd My people Israel.’ ††”

77 Then Herod, when he had privately called the wise
men, carefully inquired of them what time the star ap-
peared. 88 And he sent them to Bethlehem and said,
“Go and search diligently for the young Child, and
when you have found Him, bring me word again, so
that I may come and worship Him also.”

99 When they heard the king, they departed. And the
star which they saw in the east went before them until
it came and stood over where the young Child was.
1010 When they saw the star, they rejoiced with great ex-
citement. 1111 And when they came into the house, they
saw the young Child with Mary, His mother, and fell
down and worshipped Him. And when they had
opened their treasures, they presented gifts to Him:
gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 1212 But being warned in
a dream that they should not return to Herod, they re-
turned to their own country by another route.

The Escape to EgyptThe Escape to Egypt
1313 Now when they departed, the angel of the Lord ap-

peared to Joseph in a dream, saying, “Arise, take the
young Child and His mother, and escape to Egypt, and
stay there until I bring you word. For Herod will seek
the young Child to kill Him.”

1414 When he rose, he took the young Child and His
mother by night, and departed into Egypt, 1515 and re-
mained there until the death of Herod, to fulfill what
the Lord had spoken through the prophet, “Out of
Egypt I have called My Son.” ††††

The Killing of the InfantsThe Killing of the Infants
1616 Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked

by the wise men, was utterly furious and sent forth
and killed all the male children who were in Bethlehem
and the surrounding region, from two years old and
under, based on the time which he had diligently in-

† Mic 5:2. †† Hos 11:1.

quired of the wise men. 1717 Then was fulfilled what was
spoken by Jeremiah the prophet:

1818 “In Ramah a voice was heard,
grieving and weeping and great mourning,

Rachel weeping for her children,
and she would not be comforted,

because they are no more.” ‡‡

The Return FrThe Return From Egyptom Egypt
1919 But when Herod was dead, an angel of the Lord

appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt, 2020 saying,
“Arise, take the young Child and His mother, and go in-
to the land of Israel, for those who sought the young
Child’s life are dead.”

2121 And he rose, took the young Child and His mother,
and came into the land of Israel. 2222 But when he heard
that Archelaus reigned in Judea instead of his father
Herod, he was afraid to go there. Nevertheless, being
warned by God in a dream, he withdrew to the region
of Galilee. 2323 And he went and lived in a city called
Nazareth, that what was spoken by the prophets
might be fulfilled, “He shall be called a Nazarene.”

The PrThe Preaching of John the Baptisteaching of John the Baptist
Mk 1:1–8; Lk 3:1–9, 15–17; Jn 1:19–28

In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in
the wilderness of Judea, 22 and saying, “Repent, for

the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” 33 For this is he who
was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah, saying:
“The voice of one crying in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord;
make His paths straight.’” ‡†‡†

44 This same John had clothing made of camel’s hair, a
leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts
and wild honey. 55 Then Jerusalem, and all Judea, and
all the region around the Jordan went out to him, 66 and
were baptized by him in the Jordan, confessing their
sins.

77 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sad-
ducees come to his baptism, he said to them, “O gen-
eration of vipers, who has warned you to escape from
the wrath to come? 88 Therefore, bear fruit worthy of
repentance, 99 and do not think to say within your-
selves, ‘We have Abraham as our father,’ for I say to
you that God is able from these stones to raise up chil-
dren for Abraham. 1010 Even now the axe is put to the
tree roots. Therefore, every tree which does not bear
good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.

1111 “I indeed baptize you with water to repentance,
but He who is coming after me is mightier than I,
whose shoes I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize
you with the Holy Spirit and with fire. 1212 His fan is in His
hand, and He will thoroughly clean His floor and gath-
er His wheat into the granary, but He will burn up the
chaff with unquenchable fire.”

‡ Jer 31:15. ‡† Isa 40:3.
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The Baptism of JesusThe Baptism of Jesus
Mk 1:9–11; Lk 3:21–22

1313 Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan
to be baptized by him. 1414 But John prohibited Him, say-
ing, “I need to be baptized by You, and do You come to
me?”

1515 But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, for it is
fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he per-
mitted Him.

1616 And when Jesus was baptized, He came up imme-
diately out of the water. And suddenly the heavens
were opened to Him, and He saw the Spirit of God de-
scending on Him like a dove. 1717 And a voice came from
heaven, saying, “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am
well pleased.”

The TThe Temptation of Jesusemptation of Jesus
Mk 1:12–13; Lk 4:1–13

Then Jesus was led up into the wilderness by the
Spirit to be tempted by the devil. 22 And He had

fasted for forty days and forty nights, and then He was
hungry. 33 And the tempter came to Him and said, “If
You are the Son of God, command that these stones
be turned into bread.”

44 But He answered, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live
by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds out
of the mouth of God.’ †† ”

55 Then the devil took Him up into the holy city, and
set Him on the highest point of the temple, 66 and said
to Him, “If You are the Son of God, throw Yourself
down. For it is written,

‘He shall give His angels charge concerning you,’ ††††

and
‘In their hands they shall lift you up,
lest at any time you dash your foot against a stone.’

‡‡”
77 Jesus said to him, “It is also written, ‘You shall not

tempt the Lord your God.’ ‡†‡† ”
88 Again, the devil took Him up on a very high moun-

tain and showed Him all the kingdoms of the world
and their grandeur, 99 and said to Him, “All these things
I will give You if You will fall down and worship me.”

1010 Then Jesus said to him, “Get away from here, Sa-
tan! For it is written, ‘You shall worship the Lord your
God, and Him only shall you serve.’ ‡‡‡‡ ”

1111 Then the devil left Him, and immediately angels
came and ministered to Him.

The Beginning of the Galilean MinistryThe Beginning of the Galilean Ministry
Mk 1:14–15; Lk 4:14–15

1212 Now when Jesus heard that John was put in prison,
He left for Galilee. 1313 And leaving Nazareth, He came
and lived in Capernaum, which is by the sea, in the re-
gions of Zebulun and Naphtali, 1414 that what was spo-
ken by Isaiah the prophet might be fulfilled, saying:

† Dt 8:3. †† Ps 91:11–12. ‡ Ps 91:12. ‡† Dt 6:16. ‡‡ Dt
6:13.

1515 “The land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali,
the way to the sea, beyond the Jordan,
Galilee of the Gentiles:

1616 The people who sat in darkness
saw great light.

And on those who sat in the land of the shadow of
death,

light has dawned.” ‡‡†‡‡†
1717 From that time Jesus began to preach, saying, “Re-

pent! For the kingdom of heaven is at hand.”

The Calling of the First DisciplesThe Calling of the First Disciples
Mk 1:16–20; Lk 5:1–11

1818 As Jesus walked beside the Sea of Galilee, He saw
two brothers, Simon called Peter, and Andrew his
brother, throwing a net into the sea, for they were
fishermen. 1919 And He said to them, “Follow Me, and I
will make you fishers of men.” 2020 They immediately left
their nets and followed Him.

2121 And going on from there, He saw two other broth-
ers, James the son of Zebedee and John his brother, in
a boat with Zebedee their father, mending their nets,
and He called them. 2222 They immediately left the boat
and their father and followed Him.

Ministering to GrMinistering to Great Creat Croowdswds
Lk 6:17–19

2323 Jesus went throughout all Galilee teaching in their
synagogues, preaching the gospel of the kingdom,
and healing all kinds of sickness and all sorts of dis-
eases among the people. 2424 His fame went throughout
all Syria. And they brought to Him all sick people who
were taken with various diseases and tormented with
pain, those who were possessed with demons, those
who had seizures, and those who had paralysis, and
He healed them. 2525 Great crowds followed Him from
Galilee, the Decapolis, Jerusalem, Judea, and from be-
yond the Jordan.

The Sermon on the MountThe Sermon on the Mount
(Mt 5–7)

Now seeing the crowds, He went up on a moun-
tain. And when He sat down, His disciples came to

Him.

The BeatitudesThe Beatitudes
Lk 6:20–23

22 And He began speaking and taught them, saying:
33 “Blessed are the poor in spirit,
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.

44 Blessed are those who mourn,
for they shall be comforted.

55 Blessed are the meek,
for they shall inherit the earth.

66 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for right-
eousness,

‡‡† Isa 9:1–2.
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for they shall be filled.
77 Blessed are the merciful,
for they shall obtain mercy.

88 Blessed are the pure in heart,
for they shall see God.

99 Blessed are the peacemakers,
for they shall be called the sons of God.

1010 Blessed are those who are persecuted for right-
eousness’ sake,

for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
1111 “Blessed are you when men revile you, and perse-

cute you, and say all kinds of evil against you falsely
for My sake. 1212 Rejoice and be very glad, because
great is your reward in heaven, for in this manner they
persecuted the prophets who were before you.

Salt and LightSalt and Light
Mk 9:50; Lk 14:34–35

1313 “You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses
its saltiness, how shall it be made salty? It is from then
on good for nothing but to be thrown out and to be
trampled underfoot by men.

1414 “You are the light of the world. A city that is set on
a hill cannot be hidden. 1515 Neither do men light a can-
dle and put it under a basket, but on a candlestick.
And it gives light to all who are in the house. 1616 Let
your light so shine before men that they may see your
good works and glorify your Father who is in heaven.

TTeaching About the Laweaching About the Law
1717 “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law

or the Prophets. I have not come to abolish, but to ful-
fill. 1818 For truly I say to you, until heaven and earth
pass away, not one dot or one mark will pass from the
law until all be fulfilled. 1919 Whoever, therefore, breaks
one of the least of these commandments and teaches
others to do likewise shall be called the least in the
kingdom of heaven. But whoever does and teaches
them shall be called great in the kingdom of heaven.
2020 For I say to you that unless your righteousness ex-
ceeds the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees,
you will in no way enter the kingdom of heaven.

TTeaching About Angereaching About Anger
2121 “You have heard that it was said by the ancients,

‘You shall not murder,’ †† and ‘Whoever murders shall
be in danger of the judgment.’ 2222 But I say to you that
whoever is angry with his brother without a cause
shall be in danger of the judgment. And whoever says
to his brother, ‘Raca,’ shall be in danger of the San-
hedrin. But whoever says, ‘You fool,’ shall be in danger
of hell fire.

2323 “Therefore, if you bring your gift to the altar and
there remember that your brother has something
against you, 2424 leave your gift there before the altar

† Ex 20:13; Dt 5:17.

and go on your way. First be reconciled to your broth-
er, and then come and offer your gift.

2525 “Reconcile with your adversary quickly, while you
are on the way with him, lest your adversary deliver
you to the judge, and the judge deliver you to the offi-
cer, and you be thrown into prison. 2626 Truly I say to
you, you will by no means come out of there until you
have paid the last penny. ††††

TTeaching About Adulteryeaching About Adultery
2727 “You have heard that it was said by the ancients,

‘You shall not commit adultery.’ ‡‡2828 But I say to you
that whoever looks on a woman to lust after her has
committed adultery with her already in his heart. 2929

And if your right eye causes you to sin, pluck it out and
throw it away. For it is profitable that one of your
members should perish, and not that your whole body
be thrown into hell. 3030 And if your right hand causes
you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. For it is prof-
itable for you that one of your members should per-
ish, and not that your whole body be thrown into hell.

TTeaching About Divoreaching About Divorcece
Mt 19:9; Mk 10:11–12; Lk 16:18

3131 “It was said, ‘Whoever divorces his wife, let him
give her a certificate of divorce.’ ‡†‡†3232 But I say to you
that whoever divorces his wife, except for marital un-
faithfulness, causes her to commit adultery. And who-
ever marries her who is divorced commits adultery.

TTeaching About Oathseaching About Oaths
3333 “Again, you have heard that it was said by the an-

cients, ‘You shall not swear falsely, but shall fulfill your
oaths to the Lord.’ ‡‡‡‡3434 But I say to you, do not swear at
all: neither by heaven, for it is God’s throne; 3535 nor by
the earth, for it is His footstool; nor by Jerusalem, for it
is the city of the great King. 3636 Nor shall you swear by
your head, because you cannot make one hair white
or black. 3737 But let your ‘Yes’ mean ‘Yes,’ and ‘No’ mean
‘No.’ For whatever is more than these comes from the
evil one.

TTeaching About Reeaching About Revengevenge
Lk 6:29–30

3838 “You have heard that it was said, ‘An eye for an
eye, and a tooth for a tooth.’ ‡‡†‡‡†3939 But I say to you, do
not resist an evil person. But whoever strikes you on
your right cheek, turn to him the other as well. 4040 And
if anyone sues you in a court of law and takes away
your tunic, let him have your cloak also. 4141 And whoev-
er compels you to go a mile, ‡‡‡‡‡‡ go with him two. 4242

Give to him who asks you, and from him who would
borrow from you do not turn away.

†† Gk. a kodrantes. ‡ Ex 20:14; Dt 5:18. ‡† Dt 24:1, 3. ‡‡
Lev 19:12; Nu 30:2; Dt 23:21. ‡‡† Ex 21:24; Lev 24:20; Dt 19:21.
‡‡‡ Gk. a milion, or 1.48 kilometers.
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LoLove for Enemiesve for Enemies
Lk 6:27–28, 32–36

4343 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love
your neighbor †† and hate your enemy.’ 4444 But I say to
you, love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do
good to those who hate you, and pray for those who
spitefully use you and persecute you, 4545 that you may
be sons of your Father who is in heaven. For He makes
His sun rise on the evil and on the good and sends
rain on the just and on the unjust. 4646 For if you love
those who love you, what reward do you have? Do not
even the tax collectors do the same? 4747 And if you
greet your brothers only, what are you doing more
than others? Do not even the tax collectors do so? 4848

Therefore be perfect, even as your Father who is in
heaven is perfect.

TTeaching About Charitable Givingeaching About Charitable Giving

“Be sure that you not do your charitable deeds
before men to be seen by them. Otherwise you

have no reward from your Father who is in heaven.
22 “Therefore, when you do your charitable deeds, do

not sound a trumpet before you as the hypocrites do
in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may be
honored by men. Truly I say to you, they have their re-
ward. 33 But when you do your charitable deeds, do
not let your left hand know what your right hand is do-
ing, 44 that your charitable deeds may be in secret. And
your Father who sees in secret will Himself reward you
openly.

The LorThe Lord’d’s Prs Prayerayer
Lk 11:1–4

55 “When you pray, you shall not be like the hyp-
ocrites. For they love to pray standing in the syna-
gogues and on the street corners that they may be
seen by men. Truly I say to you, they have their re-
ward. 66 But you, when you pray, enter your closet, and
when you have shut your door, pray to your Father
who is in secret. And your Father who sees in secret
will reward you openly. 77 But when you pray, do not
use vain repetitions, as the heathen do. For they think
that they will be heard for their much speaking. 88 Do
not be like them, for your Father knows what things
you have need of before you ask Him.

99 “Therefore pray in this manner:
Our Father who is in heaven,
hallowed be Your name.
1010 Your kingdom come;
Your will be done
on earth, as it is in heaven.

1111 Give us this day our daily bread.
1212 And forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors.

1313 And lead us not into temptation,

† Lev 19:18.

but deliver us from evil.
For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glo-

ry forever. Amen.
1414 For if you forgive men for their sins, your heavenly
Father will also forgive you. 1515 But if you do not forgive
men for their sins, neither will your Father forgive
your sins.

TTeaching About Fastingeaching About Fasting
1616 “Moreover, when you fast, do not be like the hyp-

ocrites with a sad countenance. For they disfigure
their faces so they may appear to men to be fasting.
Truly I say to you, they have their reward. 1717 But you,
when you fast, anoint your head and wash your face,
1818 so that you will not appear to men to be fasting, but
to your Father who is in secret. And your Father who
sees in secret will reward you openly.

TTrreasureasures in Heavenes in Heaven
Lk 12:33–34

1919 “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth
where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break
in and steal. 2020 But store up for yourselves treasures in
heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroy and
where thieves do not break in nor steal, 2121 for where
your treasure is, there will your heart be also.

The Light of the BodyThe Light of the Body
Lk 11:34–36

2222 “The light of the body is the eye. Therefore, if your
eye is clear, your whole body will be full of light. 2323 But
if your eye is unclear, your whole body will be full of
darkness. Therefore, if the light that is in you is dark-
ness, how great is that darkness!

God and MoneGod and Moneyy
2424 “No one can serve two masters. For either he will

hate the one and love the other, or else he will hold to
the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God
and money.

CarCare and Anxietye and Anxiety
Lk 12:22–34

2525 “Therefore, I say to you, take no thought about
your life, what you will eat, or what you will drink, nor
about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more
than food and the body than clothing? 2626 Look at the
birds of the air, for they do not sow, nor do they reap,
nor gather into barns. Yet your heavenly Father feeds
them. Are you not much better than they? 2727 Who
among you by taking thought can add a cubit †††† to his
stature?

2828 “Why take thought about clothing? Consider the
lilies of the field, how they grow: They neither work,
nor do they spin. 2929 Yet I say to you that even Solomon
in all his glory was not dressed like one of these. 3030

†† A cubit is about half a meter.
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Therefore, if God so clothes the grass of the field,
which today is here and tomorrow is thrown into the
oven, will He not much more clothe you, O you of little
faith? 3131 Therefore, take no thought, saying, ‘What
shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall
we wear?’ 3232 (For the Gentiles seek after all these
things.) For your heavenly Father knows that you have
need of all these things. 3333 But seek first the kingdom
of God and His righteousness, and all these things
shall be given to you. 3434 Therefore, take no thought
about tomorrow, for tomorrow will take thought about
the things of itself. Sufficient to the day is the trouble
thereof.

Judging OthersJudging Others
Lk 6:37–38, 41–42

“Judge not, that you be not judged. 22 For with
what judgment you judge, you will be judged.

And with the measure you use, it will be measured
again for you.

33 “And why do you see the speck that is in your
brother’s eye, but do not consider the plank that is in
your own eye? 44 Or how will you say to your brother,
‘Let me pull the speck out of your eye,’ when a log is in
your own eye? 55 You hypocrite! First take the plank out
of your own eye, and then you will see clearly to take
the speck out of your brother’s eye.

66 “Do not give what is holy to the dogs, nor throw
your pearls before swine, lest they trample them un-
der their feet and turn around and attack you.

Ask, Seek, KnockAsk, Seek, Knock
Lk 11:9–13

77 “Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will
find; knock and it will be opened to you. 88 For every-
one who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to
him who knocks, it will be opened.

99 “What man is there among you who, if his son asks
for bread, will give him a stone? 1010 Or if he asks for a
fish, will he give him a snake? 1111 If you then, being evil,
know how to give good gifts to your children, how
much more will your Father who is in heaven give
good things to those who ask Him! 1212 Therefore,
everything you would like men to do to you, do also to
them, for this is the Law and the Prophets.

The NarrThe Narroow Gatew Gate
Lk 13:24

1313 “Enter at the narrow gate, for wide is the gate and
broad is the way that leads to destruction, and there
are many who are going through it, 1414 because small
is the gate and narrow is the way which leads to life,
and there are few who find it.

A TA Trree and Its Fruitee and Its Fruit
Lk 6:43–44

1515 “Beware of false prophets who come to you in
sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ravenous

wolves. 1616 You will know them by their fruit. Do men
gather grapes from thorns, or figs from thistles? 1717

Even so, every good tree bears good fruit. But a cor-
rupt tree bears evil fruit. 1818 A good tree cannot bear
evil fruit, nor can a corrupt tree bear good fruit. 1919

Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down
and thrown into the fire. 2020 Therefore, by their fruit
you will know them.

I NeI Never Knever Knew Yw Youou
Lk 13:25–27

2121 “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall
enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will
of My Father who is in heaven. 2222 Many will say to Me
on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in
Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and done
many wonderful works in Your name?’ 2323 But then I
will declare to them, ‘I never knew you. Depart from
Me, you who practice evil.’ ††

The TThe Two Housebuilderswo Housebuilders
Lk 6:47–49

2424 “Whoever hears these sayings of Mine and does
them, I will liken him to a wise man who built his
house on a rock. 2525 And the rain descended, the floods
came, and the winds blew and beat on that house.
And it did not fall, for it was founded a rock. 2626 And
every one who hears these sayings of Mine and does
not do them will be likened to a foolish man who built
his house on the sand. 2727 And the rain descended, the
floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that
house. And it fell. And its fall was great.”

2828 When Jesus finished these sayings, the people
were astonished at His teaching, 2929 for He taught them
as one having authority, and not as the scribes.

The Cleansing of a LeperThe Cleansing of a Leper
Mk 1:40–45; Lk 5:12–16

When He came down from the mountains, large
crowds followed Him. 22 And then a leper came

and worshipped Him, saying, “Lord, if You are willing,
You can make me clean.”

33 Jesus reached out His hand and touched him, say-
ing, “I will. Be clean.” And immediately his leprosy was
cleansed. 44 Then Jesus said to him, “See that you tell no
one. But go your way, show yourself to the priest, and
offer the gift that Moses commanded as a testimony
to them.”

The Healing of a CenturionThe Healing of a Centurion’’s Servants Servant
Lk 7:1–10; Jn 4:43–54

55 And when Jesus entered Capernaum, a centurion ††††

came to Him, entreating Him, 66 and saying, “Lord, my
servant is lying at home, sick with paralysis, terribly
tormented.”

† Ps 6:8. †† Commander with the rank of captain over 100
soldiers.
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77 Jesus said to him, “I will come and heal him.”
88 The centurion answered and said, “Lord, I am not

worthy that You should come under my roof. But
speak the word only, and my servant will be healed.
99 For I am a man under authority, having soldiers un-
der me. And I say to this man, ‘Go,’ and he goes, and
to another, ‘Come,’ and he comes, and to my servant,
‘Do this,’ and he does it.”

1010 When Jesus heard it, He was amazed and said to
those who followed, “Truly I say to you, I have not
found such great faith, no, not in Israel. 1111 And I say to
you that many will come from the east and west and
will dine with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the king-
dom of heaven. 1212 But the sons of the kingdom will be
thrown out into outer darkness. There will be weeping
and gnashing of teeth.”

1313 Then Jesus said to the centurion, “Go your way.
And as you have believed, so let it be done for you.”
And his servant was healed that very moment.

The Healing of Many PeopleThe Healing of Many People
Mk 1:29–34; Lk 4:38–41

1414 When Jesus entered Peter’s house, He saw his
wife’s mother, lying sick with a fever. 1515 He touched her
hand, and the fever left her. And she rose and served
them.

1616 When the evening came, they brought to Him
many who were possessed with demons. And He cast
out the spirits with His word, and healed all who were
sick, 1717 to fulfill what was spoken by Isaiah the prophet,
“He Himself took our infirmities
and bore our sicknesses.” ††

The WThe Would-Be Folloould-Be Followers of Jesuswers of Jesus
Lk 9:57–62

1818 Now when Jesus saw large crowds around Him, He
gave a command to depart to the other side. 1919 Then a
certain scribe came and said to Him, “Teacher, I will
follow You wherever You go.”

2020 Jesus replied, “The foxes have holes and the birds
of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has no place
to lay His head.”

2121 Another of His other disciples said to Him, “Lord,
let me first go and bury my father.”

2222 But Jesus said to him, “Follow Me, and let the dead
bury their dead.”

The Calming of a StormThe Calming of a Storm
Mk 4:35–41; Lk 8:22–25

2323 Then He entered the boat, and His disciples fol-
lowed Him. 2424 Suddenly a great storm arose on the
sea, so that the boat was covered with the waves. But
He was asleep. 2525 His disciples went to Him and awoke
Him, saying, “Lord, save us! We are perishing!”

† Isa 53:4.

2626 He replied, “Why are you fearful, O you of little
faith?” Then He rose and rebuked the winds and the
sea. And there was a great calm.

2727 The men were amazed, saying, “What kind of Man
is this that even the winds and the sea obey Him!”

The Healing of the GerThe Healing of the Gergesene Demoniacsgesene Demoniacs
Mk 5:1–20; Lk 8:26–39

2828 When He came to the other side into the country
of the Gergesenes, there met Him two men possessed
with demons, coming out of the tombs, extremely
fierce, so that no one might pass by that way. 2929 Sud-
denly they cried out, saying, “What have we to do with
You, Jesus, Son of God? Have You come here to tor-
ment us before the time?”

3030 Now a good way off from them was a herd of
many swine feeding. 3131 So the demons begged Him,
saying, “If You cast us out, permit us to go away into
the herd of swine.”

3232 He said to them, “Go!” And when they came out,
they went into the herd of swine. And suddenly the
whole herd of swine ran violently down a steep place
into the sea, and perished in the waters. 3333 Those who
kept them fled, and went their ways into the city, and
told everything, including what had happened to
those possessed by the demons. 3434 The whole city
came out to meet Jesus. And when they saw Him, they
begged Him to depart out of their region.

The Healing of a ParThe Healing of a Paralyticalytic
Mk 2:1–12; Lk 5:17–26

He entered a boat, crossed over, and came into
His own city. 22 They brought to Him a man sick

with paralysis, lying on a bed. And Jesus, seeing their
faith, said to the paralytic, “Son, be of good cheer. Your
sins are forgiven you.”

33 Then certain scribes said within themselves, “This
Man blasphemes.”

44 Jesus, knowing their thoughts, said, “Why do you
think evil in your hearts? 55 For which is easier, to say,
‘Your sins are forgiven you’ or to say, ‘Arise and walk’?
66 But that you may know that the Son of Man has au-
thority on earth to forgive sins” —then He said to the
paralytic, “Arise, pick up your bed, and go into your
house.” 77 And he rose and departed to his house. 88 But
when the crowds saw it, they were amazed and glori-
fied God who had given such authority to men.

The Calling of MattheThe Calling of Mattheww
Mk 2:13–17; Lk 5:27–32

99 As Jesus passed on from there, He saw a man
named Matthew sitting at the tax collector’s station.
And He said to him, “Follow Me.” And he rose and fol-
lowed Him.

1010 While Jesus sat at supper in the house, many tax
collectors and sinners came and sat down with Him
and His disciples. 1111 When the Pharisees saw it, they
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said to His disciples, “Why does your Teacher eat with
tax collectors and sinners?”

1212 But when Jesus heard that, He said to them,
“Those who are well do not need a physician, but
those who are sick. 1313 But go and learn what this
means, ‘I desire mercy, and not sacrifice.’ †† For I have
not come to call the righteous, but sinners, to repen-
tance.”

The Question About FastingThe Question About Fasting
Mk 2:18–22; Lk 5:33–39

1414 Then the disciples of John came to Him, asking,
“Why do we and the Pharisees fast often, but Your dis-
ciples do not fast?”

1515 Jesus answered, “Can the guests of the bride-
groom mourn as long as the bridegroom is with
them? But the days will come when the bridegroom
will be taken from them, and then they will fast.

1616 “No one sews a piece of new cloth into an old gar-
ment, for that which is sewn in to fill it up pulls on the
garment, and the tear is made worse. 1717 Neither do
men put new wine into old wineskins. Or else the
wineskins burst, the wine runs out, and the wineskins
perish. But they put new wine into new wineskins, and
both are preserved.”

The RulerThe Ruler’’s Daughter and a Ws Daughter and a Woman Healedoman Healed
Mk 5:21–43; Lk 8:40–56

1818 While He was speaking these things to them, a cer-
tain ruler came and worshipped Him, saying, “My
daughter is even now dead. But come and lay Your
hand on her, and she will live.” 1919 Jesus rose and fol-
lowed him, and so did His disciples.

2020 Then a woman, who was ill with a flow of blood for
twelve years, came behind Him and touched the hem
of His garment. 2121 For she said within herself, “If I may
just touch His garment, I shall be healed.”

2222 But Jesus turned around, and when He saw her, He
said, “Daughter, be of good comfort. Your faith has
made you well.” And the woman was made well in-
stantly.

2323 When Jesus came to the ruler’s house and saw the
musicians and the mourners making a noise, 2424 He
said to them, “Depart. The girl is not dead, but is
sleeping.” And they laughed Him to scorn. 2525 But when
the people were put outside, He went in and took her
by the hand, and the girl arose. 2626 The news of this
went out into all that land.

The Healing of TThe Healing of Two Blind Menwo Blind Men
2727 As Jesus departed from there, two blind men fol-

lowed Him, crying out and saying, “Son of David, have
mercy on us!”

2828 When He entered the house, the blind men came
to Him. And Jesus said to them, “Do you believe that I
am able to do this?”

† Hos 6:6.

They said to Him, “Yes, Lord.”
2929 Then He touched their eyes, saying, “According to

your faith, let it be done for you.” 3030 And their eyes
were opened, and Jesus strictly commanded them,
saying, “See that no one knows of it.” 3131 But when they
had departed, they spread His fame in all that region.

The Healing of a Mute ManThe Healing of a Mute Man
3232 As they went out, they brought to Him a mute man

possessed with a demon. 3333 And when the demon was
cast out, the mute man spoke, and the crowds were
amazed, saying, “This has never been seen in Israel.”

3434 But the Pharisees said, “He casts out demons
through the ruler of the demons.”

The Compassion of JesusThe Compassion of Jesus
3535 Jesus went throughout all the cities and villages,

teaching in their synagogues, preaching the gospel of
the kingdom, and healing every sickness and every
disease among the people. 3636 But when He saw the
crowds, He was moved with compassion for them, be-
cause they fainted and were scattered, like sheep with-
out a shepherd. 3737 Then He said to His disciples, “The
harvest truly is plentiful, but the laborers are few. 3838

Therefore, pray to the Lord of the harvest, that He will
send out laborers into His harvest.”

The Mission of the TThe Mission of the Twelve Apostleswelve Apostles
Mk 3:13–19; Lk 6:12–16

He called His twelve disciples to Him and gave
them authority over unclean spirits, to cast

them out, and to heal all kinds of sickness and all
kinds of disease.

22 Now the names of the twelve apostles are these:
first, Simon, who is called Peter, and Andrew, his
brother; James, the son of Zebedee, and John, his
brother; 33 Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas, and
Matthew, the tax collector; James, the son of Alphaeus;
and Lebbaeus, whose surname was Thaddaeus; 44 Si-
mon the Zealot; and Judas Iscariot, who also betrayed
Him.

The Commissioning of the TThe Commissioning of the Twelve Apostleswelve Apostles
Mk 6:7–13; Lk 9:1–6

55 These twelve Jesus sent out, and commanded
them, saying, “Do not go into the way of the Gentiles,
and do not enter any city of the Samaritans. 66 But go
rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 77 As
you go, preach, saying, ‘The kingdom of heaven is at
hand.’ 88 Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the
dead, and cast out demons. Freely you have received,
freely give. 99 “Provide neither gold nor silver nor cop-
per for your purses, 1010 nor bag for your journey, nor
two tunics, nor shoes, nor even staffs. For the work-
man is worthy of his keep.

1111 “In whatever city or town you enter, inquire in it
who is worthy. And live there until you leave. 1212 When
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you come into a house, greet it. 1313 If the house is wor-
thy, let your peace come upon it. But if it is not worthy,
let your peace return to you. 1414 Whoever will not re-
ceive you, nor hear your words, when you depart out
of that house or city, shake off the dust of your feet. 1515

Truly I say to you, it will be more tolerable for the land
of Sodom and Gomorrah on the Day of Judgment than
for that town.

Coming PersecutionsComing Persecutions
Mk 13:9–13; Lk 21:12–17

1616 “Look, I am sending you out as sheep in the midst
of wolves. Therefore be wise as serpents and harmless
as doves.

1717 But beware of men, for they will deliver you up to
the councils, and they will scourge you in their syna-
gogues. 1818 You will be brought before governors and
kings for My sake, for a testimony against them and
the Gentiles. 1919 But when they deliver you up, take no
thought of how or what you will speak. For it will be
given you at that time what you will speak. 2020 For it is
not you who speak, but the Spirit of your Father who
speaks through you.

2121 “The brother will deliver up the brother to death,
and the father the child. And the children will rise up
against their parents and cause them to be put to
death. 2222 You will be hated by all men for My name’s
sake. But he who endures to the end will be saved. 2323

But when they persecute you in this city, escape into
another. For truly I say to you, you will not have gone
through the cities of Israel before the Son of Man
comes.

2424 “The disciple is not above his teacher, nor the ser-
vant above his master. 2525 It is enough for the disciple
that he be like his teacher, and the servant like his
master. If they have called the master of the house
Beelzebub, how much more will they call those of his
household?

Whom to FearWhom to Fear
Lk 12:2–7

2626 “Therefore do not fear them. For nothing is cov-
ered that will not be revealed, or hidden that will not
be known. 2727 What I tell you in darkness, speak in the
light. And what you hear in the ear, preach on the
housetops. 2828 Do not fear those who kill the body but
are not able to kill the soul. But rather fear Him who is
able to destroy both soul and body in hell. 2929 Are not
two sparrows sold for a penny? And not one of them
will fall to the ground without your Father. 3030 But the
very hairs of your head are all numbered. 3131 Therefore
do not fear. You are more valuable than many spar-
rows.

Confessing and Denying ChristConfessing and Denying Christ
Lk 12:8–9

3232 “Whoever will confess Me before men, him will I
confess also before My Father who is in heaven. 3333 But

whoever will deny Me before men, him will I also deny
before My Father who is in heaven.

Not Peace, but a SworNot Peace, but a Swordd
Lk 12:51–53; 14:26–27

3434 “Do not think that I have come to bring peace on
earth. I did not come to bring peace, but a sword. 3535

For I have come to turn
‘a man against his father,
a daughter against her mother,

and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law;
3636 a man’s foes will be those of his own household.’ ††
3737 “He who loves father or mother more than Me is

not worthy of Me. And he who loves son or daughter
more than Me is not worthy of Me. 3838 And He who
does not take his cross and follow after Me is not wor-
thy of Me. 3939 He who finds his life will lose it, and he
who loses his life for My sake will find it.

ReRewarwardsds
Mk 9:41

4040 “He who receives you receives Me, and he who re-
ceives Me receives Him who sent Me. 4141 He who re-
ceives a prophet in the name of a prophet shall receive
a prophet’s reward. And he who receives a righteous
man in the name of a righteous man shall receive a
righteous man’s reward. 4242 And whoever gives even a
cup of cold water to one of these little ones in the
name of a disciple, truly I tell you, he shall in no way
lose his reward.”

When Jesus finished instructing His twelve disci-
ples, He departed from there to teach and to

preach in their cities.

The Messengers FrThe Messengers From John the Baptistom John the Baptist
Lk 7:18–35

22 Now when John had heard in prison the works of
Christ, he sent two of his disciples, 33 and said to Him,
“Are You He who should come, or should we look for
another?”

44 Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you
hear and see: 55 The blind receive their sight and the
lame walk, the lepers are cleansed and the deaf hear,
the dead are raised up, and the poor have the gospel
preached to them. ††††66 Blessed is he who does not fall
away because of Me.”

77 As they departed, Jesus began to say to the crowds
concerning John, “What did you go out into the wilder-
ness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? 88 If not, what
did you go out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing?
Indeed, those who wear soft clothing are in kings’
houses. 99 Then what did you go out to see? A prophet?
Yes, I say to you, and more than a prophet. 1010 For this
is he of whom it is written:
‘Look, I am sending My messenger before Your face,
who will prepare Your way before You.’ ‡‡

† Mic 7:6. †† Taken from Isa 35:5–6; 61:1. ‡ Mal 3:1.

MATTHEW 10:13 697 MATTHEW 11:10



1212

1111 Truly I say to you, among those who are born of
women, there has risen no one greater than John the
Baptist. But he who is least in the kingdom of heaven
is greater than he. 1212 From the days of John the Baptist
until now, the kingdom of heaven has forcefully ad-
vanced, and the strong take it by force. 1313 For all the
Prophets and the Law prophesied until John. 1414 And if
you are willing to receive it, he is Elijah, who is to
come. 1515 He who has ears to hear, let him hear.

1616 “But to what shall I liken this generation? It is like
children sitting in the markets, calling to their friends,
1717 saying:
‘We played the flute for you,
and you did not dance;

we sang a dirge to you,
and you did not mourn.’

1818 For John came neither eating nor drinking, and they
say, ‘He has a demon.’ 1919 The Son of Man came eating
and drinking, and they say, ‘Here is a gluttonous man,
a drunkard, a friend of tax collectors and sinners.’ But
wisdom is justified by her children.”

UnrUnrepentant Citiesepentant Cities
Lk 10:13–15

2020 Then He began to reprimand the cities where most
of His mighty works were done, because they did not
repent: 2121 “Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsai-
da! For if the mighty works which were done in you
had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have re-
pented long ago in sackcloth and ashes. 2222 But I say to
you, it will be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon on the
Day of Judgment than for you. 2323 And you, Caper-
naum, who is exalted toward heaven, will be brought
down to Hades. For if the mighty works which have
been done in you had been done in Sodom, it would
have remained until this day. 2424 But I say to you that it
shall be more tolerable for the land of Sodom on the
Day of Judgment than for you.”

Come to Me and RestCome to Me and Rest
Lk 10:21–22

2525 At that time Jesus said, “I thank You, O Father, Lord
of heaven and earth, because You have hidden these
things from the wise and prudent and revealed them
to infants. 2626 Even so, Father, for it seemed good in
Your sight.

2727 “All things are delivered to Me by My Father, and
no one knows the Son, except the Father. And no one
knows the Father, except the Son and he to whom the
Son will reveal Him.

2828 “Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavily
burdened, and I will give you rest. 2929 Take My yoke up-
on you, and learn from Me. For I am meek and lowly in
heart, and you will find rest for your souls. ††3030 For My
yoke is easy, and My burden is light.”

† Jer 6:16.

The Question About the SabbathThe Question About the Sabbath
Mk 2:23–28; Lk 6:1–5

At that time Jesus went through the grain fields
on the Sabbath. And His disciples were hungry

and began to pluck the heads of grain and to eat. 22 But
when the Pharisees saw it, they said to Him, “Look,
Your disciples are doing that which is not lawful to do
on the Sabbath!”

33 But He said to them, “Have you not read what
David and those who were with him did when he was
hungry, 44 how he entered the house of God and ate
the ritual bread, which was not lawful for him to eat,
neither for those who were with him, but only for the
priests? 55 Or have you not read in the law how on the
Sabbath the priests in the temple profane the Sab-
bath, but are blameless? 66 I say to you, in this place
there is One who is greater than the temple. 77 If you
had known what this meant, ‘I desire mercy, and not
sacrifice,’ you would not have condemned the inno-
cent. 88 For the Son of Man is Lord even of the Sab-
bath.”

The Healing of the WitherThe Healing of the Withered Handed Hand
Mk 3:1–6; Lk 6:6–11

99 When He had departed from there, He went into
their synagogue. 1010 And there was a man whose hand
had withered. They asked Him, “Is it lawful to heal on
the Sabbath?” that they might accuse Him.

1111 He said to them, “What man is there among you
who has one sheep, and if it falls into a pit on the Sab-
bath, will not lay hold of it and lift it out? 1212 Then how
much better is a man than a sheep? Therefore, it is
lawful to do good on the Sabbath.”

1313 Then He said to the man, “Stretch out your hand.”
And he stretched it out, and it was restored whole like
the other. 1414 Then the Pharisees went out and took
counsel against Him, how they might kill Him.

The Chosen ServantThe Chosen Servant
1515 But when Jesus knew it, He withdrew from there.

And great crowds followed Him, and He healed them
all, 1616 and warned them that they should not make Him
known, 1717 to fulfill what was spoken by Isaiah the
prophet, saying:

1818 “Here is My Servant, whom I have chosen,
My Beloved, in whom My soul is well pleased;

I will put My Spirit upon Him,
and He will render judgment to the Gentiles.

1919 He shall not struggle nor cry out,
nor will anyone hear His voice in the streets.

2020 A bruised reed He will not break,
and a smoldering wick He will not quench,

until He renders judgment unto victory;
2121 and in His name will the Gentiles trust.” ††††

†† Isa 42:1–4.
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Jesus and BeelzebubJesus and Beelzebub
Mk 3:20–30; Lk 11:14–23; 12:10

2222 Then one possessed with a demon was brought to
Him, blind and mute, and He healed him, so that the
blind and mute man both spoke and saw. 2323 All the
people were amazed and said, “Is He not the Son of
David?”

2424 But when the Pharisees heard it, they said, “This
Man does not cast out demons, except by Beelzebub
the ruler of the demons.”

2525 Jesus knew their thoughts and said to them, “Every
kingdom divided against itself is brought to desola-
tion. And every city or house divided against itself will
not stand. 2626 If Satan casts out Satan, he is divided
against himself. Then how will his kingdom stand? 2727

And if I cast out demons by Beelzebub, by whom do
your sons cast them out? Therefore, they shall be your
judges. 2828 But if I cast out demons by the Spirit of God,
then the kingdom of God has come upon you.

2929 “Or else how can one enter a strong man’s house
and plunder his goods unless he first binds the strong
man? And then he will plunder his house.

3030 “He who is not with Me is against Me, and he who
does not gather with Me scatters abroad. 3131 Therefore
I say to you, all kinds of sin and blasphemy will be for-
given men, but the blasphemy against the Holy Spirit
will not be forgiven men. 3232 Whoever speaks a word
against the Son of Man will be forgiven. But whoever
speaks against the Holy Spirit will not be forgiven, nei-
ther in this world, nor in the world to come.

A TA Trree and Its Fruitee and Its Fruit
Lk 6:43–45

3333 “Either make the tree good and its fruit good, or
else make the tree corrupt and its fruit corrupt. For
the tree is known by its fruit. 3434 O generation of vipers,
how can you, being evil, speak good things? For out of
the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks. 3535 A
good man out of the good treasure of his heart brings
forth good things. And an evil man out of the evil trea-
sure brings forth evil things. 3636 But I say to you that
for every idle word that men speak, they will give an
account on the Day of Judgment. 3737 For by your words
you will be justified, and by your words you will be
condemned.”

The Demand for a SignThe Demand for a Sign
Mk 8:11–12; Lk 11:29–32

3838 Then some of the scribes and Pharisees said to
Him, “Teacher, we wish to see a sign from You.”

3939 But He answered them, “An evil and adulterous
generation seeks after a sign, and no sign will be giv-
en to it except the sign of the prophet Jonah. 4040 For as
Jonah was three days and three nights in the belly of
the great fish, †† so will the Son of Man be three days

† Jnh 1:17.

and three nights in the heart of the earth. 4141 The men
of Nineveh will stand up at the judgment with this
generation and will condemn it, because they repent-
ed at the preaching of Jonah. †††† And now One greater
than Jonah is here. 4242 The Queen of the South will rise
up at the judgment with this generation and will con-
demn it, for she came from the ends of the earth to
hear the wisdom of Solomon. And now One greater
than Solomon is here.

The Return of the Unclean SpiritThe Return of the Unclean Spirit
Lk 11:24–26

4343 “When an unclean spirit goes out of a man, it
passes through dry places seeking rest, but finds
none. 4444 Then it says, ‘I will return to my house from
which I came.’ And when it comes, it finds it empty,
swept, and put in order. 4545 Then it goes and brings
with itself seven other spirits more evil than itself, and
they enter and dwell there. And the last state of that
man is worse than the first. So shall it be also with this
evil generation.”

The Mother and BrThe Mother and Brothers of Jesusothers of Jesus
Mk 3:31–35; Lk 8:19–21

4646 While He was still speaking to the people, right
then His mother and His brothers stood outside ask-
ing to speak with Him. 4747 Then one said to Him, “Look,
Your mother and Your brothers are standing outside
asking to speak with You.”

4848 But He answered the man who told him, “Who is
My mother, and who are My brothers?” 4949 He stretched
out His hand toward His disciples and said, “Here are
My mother and My brothers! 5050 For whoever does the
will of My Father who is in heaven is My brother, and
sister, and mother.”

The ParThe Parable of the Soable of the Sowerwer
Mk 4:1–9; Lk 8:4–8

That same day Jesus went out of the house and
sat beside the sea. 22 Great crowds assembled

around Him, so that He went into a boat and sat there.
And the whole assembly stood on the shore. 33 Then He
told them many things in parables, saying, “Listen! A
sower went out to sow. 44 While he sowed, some seeds
fell beside the path, and the birds came and devoured
them. 55 But other seeds fell on rocky ground where
they did not have much soil, and immediately they
sprang up because they did not have deep soil. 66 But
when the sun rose, they were scorched. And because
they did not take root, they withered away. 77 Some
seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and
choked them. 88 But other seeds fell into good ground
and produced grain: a hundred, sixty, or thirty times
as much. 99 Whoever has ears to hear, let him hear.”

†† Jnh 3:5.
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The Purpose of the ParThe Purpose of the Parablesables
Mk 4:10–12; Lk 8:9–10

1010 The disciples came and said to Him, “Why do You
speak to them in parables?”

1111 He answered them, “It is given to you to know the
mysteries of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it is
not given. 1212 For to him who has, will more be given,
and he will have abundance. But from him who has
not, even what he has will be taken away. 1313 Therefore
I speak to them in parables:
‘Because they look, but do not see.
And they listen, but they do not hear, neither do

they understand.’ ††
1414 In them is fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah which
says:
‘By hearing, you will hear and shall not understand,
and seeing, you will see and shall not perceive; ††††

1515 for this people’s heart has grown dull.
Their ears have become hard of hearing,
and they have closed their eyes,

lest they should see with their eyes
and hear with their ears
and understand with their hearts,

and turn, and I should heal them.’ ‡‡
1616 But blessed are your eyes, for they see, and your
ears, for they hear. 1717 For truly I say to you that many
prophets and righteous men have desired to see
those things which you see, and have not seen them,
and to hear those things which you hear, and have not
heard them.

The ParThe Parable of the Soable of the Sower Explainedwer Explained
Mk 4:13–20; Lk 8:11–15

1818 “Therefore listen to the parable of the sower. 1919

When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and
does not understand it, the evil one comes and
snatches away what was sown in his heart. This is the
one who received seed beside the path. 2020 But he who
received the seed on rocky ground is he who hears the
word and immediately receives it with joy, 2121 yet he
has no root in himself, but endures for a while. For
when tribulation or persecution arises because of the
word, eventually he falls away. 2222 He also who received
seed among the thorns is he who hears the word, but
the cares of this world and the deceitfulness of riches
choke the word, and he becomes unfruitful. 2323 But he
who received seed on the good ground is he who
hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears
fruit. Some produce a hundred, sixty, or thirty times
what was sown.”

The ParThe Parable of the Wable of the Weedseeds
2424 He told them another parable, saying, “The king-

dom of heaven is like a man who sowed good seed in
† Dt 29:4; Isa 42:19–20; Jer 5:21; Eze 12:2. †† Isa 6:9. ‡ Isa

6:10; Ps 119:70; Zec 7:11.

his field. 2525 But while men slept, his enemy came and
sowed weeds among the wheat and went away. 2626 But
when the shoots had sprung up and produced fruit,
the weeds also appeared.

2727 “So the servants of the landowner came and said
to him, ‘Sir, did you not sow good seed in your field?
Then where did the weeds come from?’

2828 “He said to them, ‘An enemy did this.’
“The servants said to him, ‘Will you then have us go

and gather them up?’
2929 “But he said, ‘No, lest while you gather up the

weeds, you pull up also the wheat with them. 3030 Let
both grow together until the harvest, and in the time
of harvest I will say to the reapers: Gather up the
weeds first and bind them in bundles to burn them,
but gather the wheat into my barn.’”

The ParThe Parables of the Mustarables of the Mustard Seed and the Yd Seed and the Yeasteast
Mk 4:30–32; Lk 13:18–21

3131 He told them another parable, saying, “The king-
dom of heaven is like a grain of mustard seed which a
man took and sowed in his field. 3232 This indeed is the
least of all seeds, but when it has grown, it is the
greatest among herbs and is a tree, so that the birds
of the air come and lodge in its branches.”

3333 He told them another parable: “The kingdom of
heaven is like yeast which a woman took and mixed in
sixty pounds ‡†‡† of meal until it had leavened the whole
batch.”

The Use of ParThe Use of Parablesables
Mk 4:33–34

3434 Jesus said all these things to the crowds in para-
bles. And without a parable He did not speak to them,
3535 to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet, saying:
“I will open My mouth in parables;
I will say things which have been kept secret since

the foundation of the world.” ‡‡‡‡

The ParThe Parable of the Wable of the Weeds Explainedeeds Explained
3636 Then Jesus sent the crowds away and went into the

house. And His disciples came to Him, saying, “Explain
to us the parable of the weeds of the field.”

3737 He answered, “He who sows the good seed is the
Son of Man, 3838 the field is the world, and the good
seed are the sons of the kingdom. But the weeds are
the sons of the evil one. 3939 The enemy who sowed
them is the devil, the harvest is the end of the world,
and the reapers are the angels.

4040 “Therefore as the weeds are gathered and burned
in the fire, so shall it be in the end of this world. 4141 The
Son of Man shall send out His angels, and they shall
gather out of His kingdom all things that offend, and
those who do evil, 4242 and will throw them into a fiery
furnace. There will be wailing and gnashing of teeth.
4343 Then the righteous will shine forth as the sun ‡‡†‡‡† in

‡† Gk. a 3 sata, about 22 liters each. ‡‡ Ps 78:2.
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the kingdom of their Father. Whoever has ears to hear,
let him hear.

The ParThe Parable of the Hidden Table of the Hidden Trreasureasuree
4444 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like treasure hid-

den in a field, which a man found and hid. And with
joy over it he goes and sells all that he has and buys
that field.

The ParThe Parable of the Pearl of Grable of the Pearl of Great Priceeat Price
4545 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant

seeking beautiful pearls, 4646 who, on finding one pearl
of great price, went and sold all that he had and
bought it.

The ParThe Parable of the Netable of the Net
4747 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that

was cast into the sea and gathered all kinds of fish. 4848

When it was full, they drew it to shore, sat down, and
gathered the good into baskets, but threw the bad
away. 4949 So shall it be at the end of the world. The an-
gels will come out and separate the evil from the right-
eous 5050 and throw them into the fiery furnace. There
will be wailing and gnashing of teeth.”

TTrreasureasures Nees New and Oldw and Old
5151 Jesus said to them, “Have you understood all of

these things?”
They said to Him, “Yes, Lord.”
5252 Then He said to them, “Therefore every scribe who

is discipled for the kingdom of heaven is like a man
who is master of the household who brings out of his
treasure new and old things.”

The Rejection of Jesus at NazarThe Rejection of Jesus at Nazaretheth
Mk 6:1–6; Lk 4:16–30

5353 When Jesus finished these parables, He departed
from there. 5454 When He came to His own country, He
taught them in their synagogue, so that they were as-
tonished, and said, “Where did this Man get this wis-
dom and these mighty works? 5555 Is He not the carpen-
ter’s son? Is His mother not called Mary? And are not
His brothers James and Joseph and Simon and Judas?
5656 And His sisters, are they not all with us? Where then
did this Man get all these things?” 5757 And they took of-
fense at Him.

But Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not without
honor except in his own country and in his own
house.”

5858 And He did not do many mighty works there be-
cause of their unbelief.

‡‡† Da 12:3.

The Death of John the BaptistThe Death of John the Baptist
Mk 6:14–29; Lk 9:7–9

At that time Herod the tetrarch heard of the
fame of Jesus, 22 and said to his servants, “This is

John the Baptist; he has risen from the dead. And
therefore mighty works are at work in him.”

33 For Herod had laid hold of John, bound him, and
put him in prison for the sake of Herodias, his brother
Philip’s wife. 44 For John said to him, “It is not lawful for
you to have her.” 55 When Herod would have put him to
death, he feared the crowd, because they counted him
as a prophet.

66 But when Herod’s birthday was celebrated, the
daughter of Herodias danced before them and
pleased Herod. 77 Therefore he promised with an oath
to give her whatever she would ask. 88 Being previously
instructed by her mother, she said, “Give me John the
Baptist’s head on a platter.” 99 The king was sorry. Nev-
ertheless, for the oath’s sake and those who sat with
him at supper, he commanded it to be given to her.
1010 He sent and beheaded John in the prison. 1111 His head
was brought on a platter and given to the girl, and she
brought it to her mother. 1212 His disciples came and
took up the body and buried it. And they went and
told Jesus.

The Feeding of the Five ThousandThe Feeding of the Five Thousand
Mk 6:30–44; Lk 9:10–17; Jn 6:1–14

1313 When Jesus heard this, He departed from there by
boat for a deserted place. But when the people heard
it, they followed Him on foot from the cities. 1414 Jesus
went ashore and saw a great assembly. And He was
moved with compassion toward them, and He healed
their sick.

1515 When it was evening, His disciples came to Him,
saying, “This is a lonely place and the day is now over.
Send the crowds away to go into the villages and buy
themselves food.”

1616 But Jesus said to them, “They do not need to de-
part. You give them something to eat.”

1717 They said to Him, “We have only five loaves here
and two fish.”

1818 He said, “Bring them here to Me.” 1919 Then He com-
manded the crowds to sit down on the grass. He took
the five loaves and the two fish, and looking up to
heaven, He blessed and broke and gave the loaves to
His disciples; and the disciples gave them to the
crowds. 2020 They all ate and were filled. And they took
up twelve baskets full of the fragments that remained.
2121 Those who had eaten were about five thousand
men, besides women and children.

WWalking on the Walking on the Waterater
Mk 6:45–52; Jn 6:15–21

2222 Then Jesus commanded His disciples to get into
the boat and go ahead of Him to the other side, while
He sent the crowds away. 2323 When He sent the crowds
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away, He went up into a mountain by Himself to pray.
And when evening came, He was there alone. 2424 But
the boat was now in the middle of the sea, tossed by
the waves, for the wind was turbulent.

2525 During the fourth watch of the night Jesus went to
them, walking on the sea. 2626 But when the disciples
saw Him walking on the sea, they were troubled, say-
ing, “It is a spirit.” And they cried out in fear.

2727 But immediately Jesus spoke to them, saying, “Be
of good cheer. It is I. Do not be afraid.”

2828 Peter answered Him and said, “Lord, if it is You, bid
me come to You on the water.”

2929 He said, “Come.”
And when Peter got out of the boat, he walked on

the water to go to Jesus. 3030 But when he saw the strong
wind, he was afraid, and beginning to sink, he cried
out, “Lord, save me!”

3131 Immediately Jesus reached out His hand and
caught him, and said to him, “O you of little faith, why
did you doubt?”

3232 And when they got into the boat, the wind ceased.
3333 Then those who were in the boat came and wor-
shipped Him, saying, “Truly You are the Son of God.”

The Healing of the Sick in GennesarThe Healing of the Sick in Gennesaretet
Mk 6:53–56

3434 When they had crossed over, they came to the land
of Gennesaret. 3535 And when the men of that place rec-
ognized Him, they sent word to all the surrounding
country and brought to Him all who were sick, 3636 and
begged Him that they might only touch the hem of His
garment. And as many as touched it were made per-
fectly well.

The TThe Trradition of the Eldersadition of the Elders
Mk 7:1–23

Then scribes and Pharisees who were from
Jerusalem came to Jesus, saying, 22 “Why do Your

disciples violate the tradition of the elders? For they do
not wash their hands when they eat bread.”

33 But He answered them, “Why do you also violate
the commandment of God by your tradition? 44 For
God commanded, ‘Honor your father and mother,’ ††

and, ‘He who speaks evil of father or mother, let him
be put to death.’ ††††55 But you say, ‘Whoever shall say to
his father or his mother, “What you would have profit-
ed from me is a gift to God,” 66 will be free from honor-
ing his father or his mother.’ So you have made the
commandment of God of no effect by your tradition. 77

You hypocrites, Isaiah well prophesied of you, saying:
88 ‘These people draw near to Me with their mouth,

and honor Me with their lips,
but their heart is far from Me.

99 In vain they do worship Me,
teaching as doctrines the precepts of men.’ ‡‡ ”

1010 He called the crowds and said to them, “Hear and
understand: 1111 That which goes into the mouth does

† Ex 20:12; Dt 5:16. †† Ex 21:17; Lev 20:9. ‡ Isa 29:13.

not defile a man, but that which comes out of the
mouth, this defiles a man.”

1212 Then His disciples came and said to Him, “Do You
know that the Pharisees were offended after they
heard this saying?”

1313 But He answered, “Every plant which My heavenly
Father has not planted will be uprooted. 1414 Leave
them alone. They are blind leaders of the blind. And if
the blind lead the blind, both will fall into the ditch.”

1515 Then Peter said to Him, “Explain this parable to
us.”

1616 Jesus said, “Are you also still without understand-
ing? 1717 Do you not yet understand that whatever en-
ters at the mouth goes into the stomach and is cast
out into the sewer? 1818 But those things which proceed
out of the mouth come from the heart, and they defile
the man. 1919 For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts,
murders, adulteries, sexual immorality, thefts, false
witness, and blasphemies. 2020 These are the things
which defile a man. But to eat with unwashed hands
does not defile a man.”

The Faith of the Canaanite WThe Faith of the Canaanite Womanoman
Mk 7:24–30

2121 Then Jesus went from there and departed into the
regions of Tyre and Sidon. 2222 There, a woman of
Canaan came out of the same regions and cried out to
Him, saying, “Have mercy on me, O Lord, Son of David.
My daughter is severely possessed by a demon.”

2323 But He did not answer her a word. And His disci-
ples came and begged Him, saying, “Send her away,
for she cries out after us.”

2424 But He answered, “I was sent only to the lost
sheep of the house of Israel.”

2525 Then she came and worshipped Him, saying,
“Lord, help me.”

2626 But He answered, “It is not fair to take the chil-
dren’s bread and to throw it to dogs.”

2727 She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even dogs eat the crumbs
that fall from their masters’ table.”

2828 Then Jesus answered her, “O woman, great is your
faith. Let it be done for you as you desire.” And her
daughter was healed instantly.

The Healing of Many PeopleThe Healing of Many People
2929 Jesus departed from there, and passed by the Sea

of Galilee, and went up on a mountain and sat down
there. 3030 Great crowds came to Him, having with them
those who were lame, blind, mute, maimed, and many
others, and placed them down at Jesus’ feet, and He
healed them, 3131 so that the crowds wondered when
they saw the mute speak, the maimed made whole,
the lame walk, and the blind see. And they glorified
the God of Israel.
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The Feeding of the Four ThousandThe Feeding of the Four Thousand
Mk 8:1–10

3232 Then Jesus called His disciples to Him and said, “I
have compassion on the crowd, because they have re-
mained with Me now for three days and have nothing
to eat. I will not send them away hungry, lest they
faint on the way.”

3333 His disciples said to Him, “Where will we get
enough bread in the wilderness to feed such a great
crowd?”

3434 Jesus said to them, “How many loaves do you
have?”

And they said, “Seven and a few little fish.”
3535 He commanded the crowd to sit down on the

ground. 3636 He took the seven loaves and the fish, gave
thanks, broke them, and gave them to His disciples,
and the disciples gave them to the crowd. 3737 They all
ate and were filled. And they collected seven baskets
full of the broken pieces that were left. 3838 Those who
ate were four thousand men, besides women and chil-
dren. 3939 He sent the crowd away, and got into the boat,
and went to the region of Magdala.

The Demand for a SignThe Demand for a Sign
Mk 8:11–13; Lk 12:54–56

The Pharisees and Sadducees came and, test-
ing Him, asked Him to show them a sign from

heaven.
22 He answered them, “When it is evening, you say, ‘It

will be fair weather, for the sky is red,’ 33 and in the
morning, ‘It will be foul weather today, for the sky is
red and overcast.’ O you hypocrites, you can discern
the face of the sky, but you cannot discern the signs of
the times. 44 A wicked and adulterous generation seeks
for a sign, but no sign shall be given to it except the
sign of the prophet Jonah.” So He left them and de-
parted.

The YThe Yeast of Pharisees and Sadduceeseast of Pharisees and Sadducees
Mk 8:14–21

55 But when His disciples reached the other side, they
had forgotten to take bread. 66 Then Jesus said to them,
“Take heed and beware of the yeast of the Pharisees
and Sadducees.”

77 They reasoned among themselves, saying, “It is be-
cause we have taken no bread.”

88 But when Jesus perceived it, He said to them, “O
you of little faith, why reason among yourselves, that
it is because you have brought no bread? 99 Do you not
yet understand or remember the five loaves of the five
thousand and how many baskets you collected? 1010 Or
the seven loaves of the four thousand and how many
baskets you collected? 1111 How is it that you do not un-
derstand that I spoke to you not concerning bread,
but that you should beware of the yeast of the Phar-
isees and Sadducees?” 1212 Then they understood that

He did not tell them to beware of the yeast of bread,
but of the teaching of the Pharisees and Sadducees.

PeterPeter’’s Declars Declaration About Jesusation About Jesus
Mk 8:27–30; Lk 9:18–21

1313 When Jesus came into the region of Caesarea
Philippi, He asked His disciples, “Who do men say that
I, the Son of Man, am?”

1414 They said, “Some say that You are John the Baptist,
others say Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the
prophets.”

1515 He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?”
1616 Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of

the living God.”
1717 Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son

of Jonah, for flesh and blood has not revealed this to
you, but My Father who is in heaven. 1818 And I tell you
that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My
church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail
against it. 1919 I will give you the keys of the kingdom of
heaven, and whatever you bind on earth shall be
bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth
shall be loosed in heaven.” 2020 Then He commanded His
disciples to tell no one that He was Jesus the Christ.

Jesus ForJesus Foretells His Death and Resurretells His Death and Resurrectionection
Mk 8:31–9:1; Lk 9:22–27

2121 From that time on, Jesus began to show His disci-
ples that He must go to Jerusalem and suffer many
things from the elders and chief priests and scribes,
and be killed, and be raised on the third day.

2222 Then Peter took Him and began rebuking Him,
saying, “Far be it from You, Lord! This shall not happen
to You.”

2323 But He turned and said to Peter, “Get behind Me,
Satan! You are an offense to Me, for you are not mind-
ful of the things that are of God, but those that are of
men.”

2424 Then Jesus said to His disciples, “If anyone will
come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his
cross, and follow Me. 2525 For whoever would save his
life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for My sake
will find it. 2626 For what will it profit a man if he gains
the whole world and loses his own soul? Or what shall
a man give in exchange for his soul? 2727 For the Son of
Man shall come with His angels in the glory of His Fa-
ther, and then He will repay every man according to
his works. 2828 Truly I say to you, there are some stand-
ing here who shall not taste death before they see the
Son of Man coming in His kingdom.”

The TThe Trransfiguransfigurationation
Mk 9:2–13; Lk 9:28–36

After six days Jesus took Peter, James, and John
his brother and brought them up to a high

mountain alone, 22 and was transfigured before them.
His face shone as the sun, and His garments became
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white as the light. 33 Suddenly Moses and Elijah ap-
peared to them, talking with Him.

44 Then Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to
be here. If You wish, let us make three tabernacles
here: one for You, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.”

55 While he was still speaking, suddenly a bright cloud
overshadowed them, and a voice from the cloud said,
“This is My beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.
Listen to Him.”

66 When the disciples heard this, they fell on their
faces and were filled with awe. 77 But Jesus came and
touched them and said, “Rise, and do not be afraid.”
88 When they lifted up their eyes, they saw no one but
Jesus only.

99 As they came down the mountain, Jesus command-
ed them, “Tell the vision to no one until the Son of
Man is risen from the dead.”

1010 His disciples asked Him, “Why then do the scribes
say that Elijah must come first?”

1111 Jesus answered, “Elijah truly does first come and
will restore all things. 1212 But I tell you that Elijah has al-
ready come, and they did not know him, but did to
him whatever they pleased. Likewise, the Son of Man
will also suffer at their hands.” 1313 Then the disciples un-
derstood that He was speaking to them of John the
Baptist.

The Healing of a BoThe Healing of a Boy with a Demony with a Demon
Mk 9:14–29; Lk 9:37–43

1414 When they came to the crowd, a man came to Him
and knelt before Him, saying, 1515 “Lord, have mercy on
my son, for he is an epileptic and suffers terribly. He
often falls into the fire and often into the water. 1616 I
brought him to Your disciples, but they could not heal
him.”

1717 Then Jesus answered, “O faithless and perverse
generation, how long shall I be with you? How long
shall I bear with you? Bring him here to Me.” 1818 Jesus
rebuked the demon, and he came out of him. And the
child was healed instantly.

1919 Then the disciples came to Jesus privately and said,
“Why could we not cast him out?”

2020 Jesus said to them, “Because of your unbelief. For
truly I say to you, if you have faith as a grain of mus-
tard seed, you will say to this mountain, ‘Move from
here to there,’ and it will move. And nothing will be im-
possible for you. 2121 But this kind does not go out ex-
cept by prayer and fasting.”

Jesus Again ForJesus Again Foretells His Death and Resurretells His Death and Resurrectionection
Mk 9:30–32; Lk 9:43b–45

2222 While they were staying in Galilee, Jesus said to
them, “The Son of Man is about to be betrayed into
the hands of men, 2323 and they will kill Him, and He will
be raised on the third day.” And they were extremely
sorrowful.

Payment of the TPayment of the Temple Temple Taxax
2424 When they came to Capernaum, those who collect-

ed tax money came to Peter and said, “Does your
Teacher not pay the tax ††?”

2525 He said, “Yes.”
And when he came home, Jesus stopped him, say-

ing, “What do you think, Simon? From whom do the
kings of the earth take custom or taxes? From their
own sons or from strangers?”

2626 Peter said to Him, “From strangers.”
Jesus said to him, “Then the sons are free. 2727 Howev-

er, lest we offend them, go to the sea and cast a hook,
and take the first fish that comes up. And when you
open its mouth, you will find a coin. Take it and give it
to them for you and Me.”

The GrThe Greatest in the Kingdomeatest in the Kingdom
Mk 9:33–37; Lk 9:46–48

At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying,
“Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?”

22 Jesus called a little child to Him and set him in their
midst, 33 and said, “Truly I say to you, unless you are
converted and become like little children, you will not
enter the kingdom of heaven. 44 Therefore whoever
humbles himself like this little child is greatest in the
kingdom of heaven.

55 And whoever receives one such little child in My
name receives Me.

TTemptations to Sinemptations to Sin
Mk 9:42–48; Lk 17:1–2

66 “But whoever misleads one of these little ones who
believe in Me, it would be better for him to have a mill-
stone hung about his neck and to be drowned in the
depth of the sea.

77 Woe to the world because of temptations! For it
must be that temptations come, but woe to that man
by whom the temptation comes! 88 Therefore if your
hand or your foot causes you to sin, cut it off and
throw it away. It is better for you to enter life lame or
maimed than having two hands or two feet to be
thrown into eternal fire. 99 And if your eye causes you
to sin, pluck it out and throw it away. It is better for
you to enter life with one eye than having two eyes to
be thrown into the fire of hell.

The ParThe Parable of the Lost Sheepable of the Lost Sheep
Lk 15:5–7

1010 “See that you do not despise one of these little
ones. For I say to you that in heaven their angels al-
ways see the face of My Father who is in heaven. 1111

For the Son of Man has come to save that which was
lost.

1212 “What do you think? If a man has a hundred sheep
and one of them goes astray, does he not leave the

† Gk. a 2 drachmas, or two days’ wages.
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ninety-nine on the hills and go in search for the one
which went astray? 1313 And if he finds it, truly I say to
you, he rejoices more over that sheep than over the
ninety-nine which never went astray. 1414 So it is not the
will of your Father who is in heaven that one of these
little ones should perish.

The BrThe Brother Who Sinsother Who Sins
Lk 17:3

1515 “Now if your brother sins against you, go and tell
him his fault between you and him alone. If he listens
to you, you have gained your brother. 1616 But if he does
not listen, then take with you one or two others, that
by the testimony of two or three witnesses every word
may be established. ††1717 If he refuses to listen to them,
tell it to the church. But if he refuses to listen even to
the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax
collector.

1818 “Truly I say to you, whatever you bind on earth will
be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth
will be loosed in heaven.

1919 “Again I say to you, that if two of you agree on
earth about anything they ask, it will be done for them
by My Father who is in heaven. 2020 For where two or
three are assembled in My name, there I am in their
midst.”

The ParThe Parable of the Unforable of the Unforgiving Servantgiving Servant
2121 Then Peter came to Him and said, “Lord, how often

shall I forgive my brother who sins against me? Up to
seven times?”

2222 Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you up to seven
times, but up to seventy times seven.

2323 “Therefore the kingdom of heaven is like a certain
king who wanted to settle accounts with his servants.
2424 When he began to settle the accounts, one was
brought to him who owed him ten thousand talents.
††††2525 But since he was not able to pay, his master or-
dered that he be sold with his wife, their children, and
all that he had, and payment to be made.

2626 “So the servant fell on his knees, pleading with
him, saying, ‘Master, have patience with me, and I will
pay you everything.’ 2727 Then the master of that ser-
vant was moved with compassion, released him, and
forgave him the debt.

2828 “But that same servant went out and found one of
his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii. ‡‡

He laid hands on him and took him by the throat, say-
ing, ‘Pay me what you owe.’

2929 “So his fellow servant fell down at his feet and en-
treated him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, and I will
pay you everything.’

3030 “But he would not and went and threw him in
prison until he should pay the debt. 3131 So when his fel-
low servants saw what took place, they were very sor-

† Dt 19:15. †† Several million pounds. ‡ A few pounds.

ry and went and told their master all that had taken
place.

3232 “Then his master, after he had summoned him,
said to him, ‘O you wicked servant! I forgave you all
that debt because you pleaded with me. 3333 Should you
not also have had compassion on your fellow servant,
even as I had pity on you?’ 3434 His master was angry
and delivered him to the jailers until he should pay all
his debt.

3535 “So also My heavenly Father will do to each of you,
if from your heart you do not forgive your brother for
his trespasses.”

TTeaching About Divoreaching About Divorcece
Mk 10:1–12

Now when Jesus finished these sayings, He de-
parted from Galilee and came into the region of

Judea beyond the Jordan. 22 Large crowds followed Him,
and He healed them there.

33 The Pharisees also came to Him, tempting Him and
saying, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife for
any reason?”

44 He answered, “Have you not read that He who
made them at the beginning ‘made them male and fe-
male,’ ‡†‡†55 and said, ‘For this reason a man shall leave
his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and
the two shall become one flesh’ ‡‡‡‡ ? 66 So they are no
longer two, but one flesh. Therefore what God has
joined together, let no man put asunder.”

77 They said to Him, “Then why did Moses command
to give a certificate of divorce, and to send her away?”
‡‡†‡‡†

88 He said to them, “Moses, for the hardness of your
hearts, permitted you to divorce your wives, but from
the beginning it was not so. 99 But I say to you, whoev-
er divorces his wife, except for sexual immorality, and
marries another, commits adultery. And whoever mar-
ries her who is divorced commits adultery.”

1010 His disciples said to Him, “If such is the case of the
man with his wife, it is not good to marry.”

1111 But He said to them, “Not all men can receive this
precept, but only those to whom it is given. 1212 For
there are some eunuchs who have been so from birth,
there are some eunuchs who have been made eu-
nuchs by men, and there are some eunuchs who have
made themselves eunuchs for the sake of the king-
dom of heaven. He who is able to receive this, let him
receive it.”

Little ChildrLittle Children Blesseden Blessed
Mk 10:13–16; Lk 18:15–17

1313 Then little children were brought to Him that He
might put His hands on them and pray. But the disci-
ples rebuked them.

1414 But Jesus said, “Let the little children come to Me,
and do not forbid them. For to such belongs the king-

‡† Ge 1:27; 5:2. ‡‡ Ge 2:24. ‡‡† Dt 24:1–4.
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dom of heaven.” 1515 He laid His hands on them and de-
parted from there.

The Rich YThe Rich Young Manoung Man
Mk 10:17–31; Lk 18:18–30

1616 Now one came and said to Him, “Good Teacher,
what good deed shall I do to have eternal life?”

1717 He replied to him, “Why do you call Me good?
There is One who is good. But if you would enter life,
keep the commandments.”

1818 He said to Him, “Which ones?”
Jesus said, “You shall not murder, You shall not com-

mit adultery, You shall not steal, You shall not bear
false witness, ††1919 Honor your father and your mother,
†††† and, You shall love your neighbor as yourself. ‡‡ ”

2020 The young man said to Him, “All these I have kept
from my youth. What do I still lack?”

2121 Jesus said to him, “If you would be perfect, go and
sell what you have, and give to the poor, and you will
have treasure in heaven. And come, follow Me.”

2222 But when the young man heard this, he went away
sorrowful. For he had great possessions.

2323 Then Jesus said to His disciples, “Truly, I say to you
that it will be hard for a rich man to enter the kingdom
of heaven. 2424 And again I say to you, it is easier for a
camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich
man to enter the kingdom of God.”

2525 When His disciples heard this, they were greatly
amazed, saying, “Who then can be saved?”

2626 But Jesus looked at them and said, “With men this
is impossible, but with God all things are possible.”

2727 Then Peter answered Him, “See, we have left
everything and followed You. What then shall we
have?”

2828 Jesus said to them, “Truly I say to you, in the regen-
eration, when the Son of Man sits on His glorious
throne, you who have followed Me will also sit on
twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. 2929

And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sis-
ters or father or mother or wife or children or fields
for My name’s sake shall receive a hundred times as
much and inherit eternal life. 3030 But many who are
first will be last, and the last first.”

The WThe Workers in the Vineorkers in the Vineyaryardd

“For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner
who went out early in the morning to hire labor-

ers for his vineyard. 22 When he had agreed with the la-
borers for a denarius a day, he sent them into his vine-
yard.

33 “Then he went out about the third hour and saw
others standing idle in the marketplace, 44 and said to
them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and whatever is
right I will give you.’ So they went. 55 Again he went out
about the sixth hour and the ninth hour and did like-
wise. 66 “About the eleventh hour he went out and

† Ex 20:13–16; Dt 5:17–20. †† Ex 20:12; Dt 5:16. ‡ Lev 19:18.

found others standing idle, and said to them, ‘Why do
you stand here idle all day?’

77 “They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’
“He said to them, ‘You also go into the vineyard, and

whatever is right you will receive.’
88 “So when evening came, the owner of the vineyard

said to his steward, ‘Call the laborers and give them
their wages, beginning with the last to the first.’

99 “When they who were hired about the eleventh
hour came, they each received a denarius. 1010 But
when the first came, they supposed that they would
receive more, but each of them likewise received a
denarius. 1111 When they received it, they grumbled
against the landowner, 1212 saying, ‘These last worked
only one hour, and you made them equal to us, who
have borne the burden and the heat of the day.’

1313 “But he answered one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing
you no wrong. Did you not agree with me for a denar-
ius? 1414 Take what is yours and go your way. I will give
to this last one even as I give to you. 1515 Is it not lawful
for me to do what I wish with my own things? Or is
your eye evil because I am good?’

1616 “So the last will be first, and the first last. For
many are called, but few are chosen.”

A ThirA Third Time Jesus Ford Time Jesus Foretells His Death and Resurretells His Death and Resurrec-ec-
tiontion

Mk 10:32–34; Lk 18:31–34

1717 As Jesus was going up to Jerusalem, He took the
twelve disciples aside on the road and said to them, 1818

“Now we are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of
Man will be betrayed to the chief priests and scribes.
And they will condemn Him to death 1919 and deliver
Him to the Gentiles to mock, and to scourge, and to
crucify Him, but on the third day He will rise.”

A MotherA Mother’’s Requests Request
Mk 10:35–45

2020 Then the mother of Zebedee’s sons came to Him
with her sons. And kneeling before Him, she asked for
a certain thing.

2121 He said to her, “What do you want?”
She said to Him, “Grant that these two sons of mine

may sit, one at Your right hand and one at Your left, in
Your kingdom.”

2222 But Jesus answered, “You do not know what you
are asking. Are you able to drink from the cup that I
am to drink, and to be baptized with the baptism that I
am baptized with?”

They said to Him, “We are able.”
2323 He said to them, “You will indeed drink from My

cup and be baptized with the baptism that I am bap-
tized with. But to sit at My right hand and at My left is
not Mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it is pre-
pared by My Father.”

2424 When the ten heard it, they were moved with in-
dignation against the two brothers. 2525 But Jesus called
them to Him and said, “You know that the rulers of the
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Gentiles lord it over them, and those who are great ex-
ercise authority over them. 2626 It shall not be so among
you. Whoever would be great among you, let him
serve you, 2727 and whoever would be first among you,
let him be your slave, 2828 even as the Son of Man did
not come to be served, but to serve and to give His life
as a ransom for many.”

The Healing of TThe Healing of Two Blind Menwo Blind Men
Mk 10:46–52; Lk 18:35–43

2929 As they departed from Jericho, a large crowd fol-
lowed Him. 3030 There, two blind men sitting by the road,
when they heard that Jesus was passing by, cried out,
“Have mercy on us, O Lord, Son of David!”

3131 The crowd rebuked them, that they should be
silent. But they cried out even more, “Have mercy on
us, O Lord, Son of David!”

3232 Jesus stood still and called them, saying, “What do
you want Me to do for you?”

3333 They said to Him, “Lord, let our eyes be opened.”
3434 So Jesus had compassion on them and touched

their eyes. Immediately their eyes received sight, and
they followed Him.

The TThe Triumphant Entry Into Jerusalemriumphant Entry Into Jerusalem
Mk 11:1–11; Lk 19:28–38; Jn 12:12–19

When they drew near to Jerusalem and came to
Bethphage, on the Mount of Olives, then Jesus

sent two disciples, 22 saying to them, “Go over into the
village opposite you, and immediately you will find a
donkey tied, and a colt with her. Untie them and bring
them to Me. 33 If anyone says anything to you, you
shall say, ‘The Lord has need of them.’ And he will send
them immediately.”

44 All this was done to fulfill what was spoken by the
prophet, saying:

55 “Tell the daughter of Zion,
‘Look, your King is coming to you,

humble, and sitting on a donkey,
and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’ ††”

66 The disciples went and did as Jesus commanded
them. 77 They brought the donkey and the colt, laid
their garments on them, and He sat on them. 88 A very
large crowd spread their garments on the road. Oth-
ers cut down branches from the trees and spread
them on the road. 99 The crowds that went before Him
and that followed Him cried out:
“Hosanna to the Son of David!
‘Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!’ ††††

Hosanna in the highest!”
1010 When He entered Jerusalem, the entire city was

moved, saying, “Who is He?”
1111 The crowds said, “This is Jesus, the prophet from

Nazareth of Galilee.”
† Zec 9:9. †† Ps 118:26.

The Cleansing of the TThe Cleansing of the Templeemple
Mk 11:15–19; Lk 19:45–48; Jn 2:13–22

1212 Jesus went into the temple of God and drove out
all those who sold and bought in the temple and over-
turned the tables of the moneychangers and the seats
of those who sold doves. 1313 He said to them, “It is writ-
ten, ‘My house shall be called a house of prayer,’ ‡‡ but
you have made it ‘a den of thieves.’ ‡†‡† ”

1414 The blind and the lame came to Him in the temple,
and He healed them. 1515 But when the chief priests and
scribes saw the wonderful things that He did, and the
children crying out in the temple, “Hosanna to the Son
of David,” they were extremely displeased 1616 and said
to Him, “Do You hear what these are saying?”

Jesus said to them, “Yes. Have you never read,
‘Out of the mouth of children and infants
You have perfected praise’ ‡‡‡‡ ?”

1717 And He left them and went out of the city into
Bethany, and He lodged there.

The Cursing of the Fig TThe Cursing of the Fig Trreeee
Mk 11:12–14, 20–24

1818 Now in the morning as He returned to the city, He
became hungry. 1919 When He saw a fig tree by the road,
He went to it but found nothing on it except leaves. He
said to it, “Let no fruit ever grow on you again.” Imme-
diately the fig tree withered away.

2020 When the disciples saw it, they were amazed, say-
ing, “How did the fig tree wither away instantly?”

2121 Jesus answered them, “Truly I say to you, if you
have faith and do not doubt, you will not only do what
was done to the fig tree, but also, if you say to this
mountain, ‘Be removed, and be thrown into the sea,’ it
will be done. 2222 And whatever you ask in prayer, if you
believe, you will receive.”

The Question of Jesus’ AuthorityThe Question of Jesus’ Authority
Mk 11:27–33; Lk 20:1–8

2323 When He entered the temple, the chief priests and
the elders of the people came up to Him as He was
teaching, and said, “By what authority are You doing
these things? And who gave You this authority?”

2424 Jesus answered them, “I also will ask you one ques-
tion. If you tell Me, I likewise will tell you by what au-
thority I do these things. 2525 Where did the baptism of
John come from? From heaven or from men?”

They reasoned among themselves, saying, “If we say,
‘From heaven,’ He will say to us, ‘Then why did you not
believe him?’ 2626 But if we say, ‘From men,’ we are afraid
of the people, for all hold John as a prophet.”

2727 So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.”
Then He said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what

authority I do these things.
‡ Isa 56:7. ‡† Jer 7:11. ‡‡ Ps 8:2.
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The ParThe Parable of the Table of the Two Sonswo Sons
2828 “What do you think? A man had two sons. He

came to the first and said, ‘Son, go work today in my
vineyard.’

2929 “He answered, ‘I will not,’ but afterward he repent-
ed and went.

3030 “Then he came to the second, and said likewise.
He answered, ‘I will go, sir,’ but did not go.

3131 “Which of the two did the will of his father?”
They said, “The first.”
Jesus said to them, “Truly I say to you, the tax collec-

tors and prostitutes enter the kingdom of God before
you. 3232 For John came to you in the way of righteous-
ness, and you did not believe him. But the tax collec-
tors and prostitutes believed him. And even when you
saw it, you did not afterward repent and believe him.

The ParThe Parable of the Vineable of the Vineyaryard and the Vinedrd and the Vinedressersessers
Mk 12:1–12; Lk 20:9–19

3333 “Listen to another parable: There was a certain
landowner who planted a vineyard and built a wall
around it. He dug a winepress in it and built a tower.
Then he rented it to vinedressers and went into a dis-
tant country. 3434 When the season of the fruit drew
near, he sent his servants to the vinedressers to re-
ceive his fruit.

3535 “The vinedressers took his servants and beat one,
killed another, and stoned another. 3636 Again, he sent
other servants, more than the first. And they did like-
wise to them. 3737 Last of all, he sent his son to them,
saying, ‘They will respect my son.’

3838 “But when the vinedressers saw the son, they said
to themselves, ‘This is the heir. Come, let us kill him
and seize his inheritance.’ 3939 So they caught him,
threw him out of the vineyard, and killed him.

4040 “Therefore, when the owner of the vineyard
comes, what will he do to those vinedressers?”

4141 They said, “He will severely destroy those wicked
men and rent his vineyard to other vinedressers who
will give him the fruits in their seasons.”

4242 Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the
Scriptures:
‘The stone which the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone.

This is the Lord’s doing,
and it is marvelous in our eyes’ †† ?

4343 “Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be
taken from you and given to a nation bearing its fruits.
4444 Whoever falls on this stone will be broken to pieces.
But on whomever it falls, it will crush him.”

4545 When the chief priests and Pharisees heard His
parables, they perceived that He was speaking of
them. 4646 But as they tried to arrest Him, they feared
the crowds, because they held Him as a prophet.

† Ps 118:22–23.

The ParThe Parable of the Wable of the Wedding Banquetedding Banquet
Lk 14:15–24

Jesus spoke to them again by parables, saying,
22 “The kingdom of heaven is like a certain king

who arranged a marriage for his son, 33 and sent out
his servants to call those who were invited to the wed-
ding, but they would not come.

44 “Again, he sent out other servants, saying, ‘Tell
those who are invited: See, I have prepared my sup-
per. My oxen and fattened calves are killed, and every-
thing is ready. Come to the wedding banquet.’

55 “But they made light of it and went their ways, one
to his farm, another to his business; 66 the rest took his
servants, treated them spitefully, and killed them. 77

When the king heard about it, he was angry. He sent
in his army and destroyed those murderers and
burned up their city.

88 “Then he said to his servants, ‘The wedding is
ready, but those who were invited were not worthy. 99

Go therefore to the streets, and invite to the wedding
banquet as many as you find.’ 1010 So those servants
went out into the streets and gathered together as
many as they found, both bad and good. So the wed-
ding hall was filled with guests.

1111 “But when the king came in to see the guests, he
saw a man who was not wearing wedding garments.
1212 He said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here
without wedding garments?’ And he was speechless.

1313 “Then the king told the attendants, ‘Bind him hand
and foot, take him away, and cast him into outer dark-
ness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of
teeth.’

1414 “For many are called, but few are chosen.”

The Question of Paying TThe Question of Paying Taxaxeses
Mk 12:13–17; Lk 20:20–26

1515 Then the Pharisees went and took counsel to en-
tangle Him in His words. 1616 They sent their disciples to
Him with the Herodians, saying, “Teacher, we know
that You are truthful and teach the way of God truth-
fully, and are swayed by no one. For You do not regard
the person of men. 1717 Tell us then, what do You think?
Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or not?”

1818 But Jesus perceived their wickedness and said,
“Why test Me, you hypocrites? 1919 Show Me the tax
money.” They brought Him a denarius. 2020 He said to
them, “Whose is this image and inscription?”

2121 They said to Him, “Caesar’s.”
Then He said to them, “Render therefore to Caesar

the things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things
that are God’s.”

2222 When they heard these words, they were amazed,
and left Him and went on their way.
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The Question About the ResurrThe Question About the Resurrectionection
Mk 12:18–27; Lk 20:27–40

2323 The same day the Sadducees, who say that there is
no resurrection, came to Him and asked Him,
2424 “Teacher, Moses said, ‘If a man dies having no chil-
dren, his brother must marry his wife and raise up
children for his brother.’ ††2525 Now there were seven
brothers with us. The first died after he married and,
having no children, left his wife to his brother. 2626 Like-
wise the second and third, on to the seventh. 2727 Last of
all, the woman died also. 2828 Therefore, in the resurrec-
tion, whose wife shall she be of the seven? For they all
had her.”

2929 Jesus answered, “You err, not knowing the Scrip-
tures nor the power of God. 3030 For in the resurrection
they neither marry nor are given in marriage, but are
like the angels of God in heaven. 3131 But concerning
the resurrection of the dead, have you not read what
was spoken to you by God, 3232 ‘I am the God of Abra-
ham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob’ †††† ? God is
not the God of the dead, but of the living.”

3333 When the crowds heard this, they were astonished
at His teaching.

The GrThe Great Commandmenteat Commandment
Mk 12:28–34; Lk 10:25–28

3434 When the Pharisees heard that He silenced the
Sadducees, they came together. 3535 One of them, who
was a lawyer, tested Him by asking Him, 3636 “Teacher,
which is the greatest commandment in the law?”

3737 Jesus said to him, “‘You shall love the Lord your
God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and
with all your mind.’ ‡‡3838 This is the first and great com-
mandment. 3939 And the second is like it: ‘You shall love
your neighbor as yourself.’ ‡†‡†4040 On these two com-
mandments hang all the Law and the Prophets.”

The Question About David’The Question About David’s Sons Son
Mk 12:35–37; Lk 20:41–44

4141 While the Pharisees were assembled, Jesus asked
them, 4242 “What do you think of the Christ? Whose Son
is He?”

They said to Him, “The Son of David.”
4343 He said to them, “How then does David in the Spir-

it call Him ‘Lord,’ saying:
4444 ‘The Lord said to my Lord,
“Sit at My right hand,

until I make Your enemies
Your footstool” ’? ‡‡‡‡

4545 If David then calls Him ‘Lord,’ how is He his Son?”
4646 No one was able to answer Him a word, nor from
that day on did anyone dare to ask Him any more
questions.

† Dt 25:5. †† Ex 3:6. ‡ Dt 6:5. ‡† Lev 19:18. ‡‡ Ps
110:1.

The Denouncing of the Scribes and PhariseesThe Denouncing of the Scribes and Pharisees
Mk 12:38–40; Lk 11:37–52; 20:45–47

Then Jesus said to the crowds and to His disci-
ples, 22 “The scribes and the Pharisees sit in

Moses’ seat. 33 Therefore, whatever they tell you to ob-
serve, that observe and do, but do not do their works.
For they speak, but do nothing. 44 They fasten heavy
loads that are hard to carry and lay them on men’s
shoulders, but they themselves will not move them
with their finger.

55 “They do all their works to be seen by men. They
make their Scripture boxes broad and lengthen the
tassels on their prayer shawls. 66 They love the places
of honor at feasts, and the prominent seats in the syn-
agogues, 77 and greetings in the marketplaces, and be-
ing called ‘Rabbi’ by men.

88 “But do not be called ‘Rabbi,’ for you have one
Teacher, the Christ, and you are all brothers. 99 And call
no man on earth your father, for you have one Father,
who is in heaven. 1010 Nor be called teachers, for you
have one Teacher, the Christ. 1111 He who is greatest
among you shall be your servant. 1212 For he who exalts
himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself
will be exalted.

1313 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!
You shut the kingdom of heaven against men. For you
neither enter yourselves, nor allow those who are en-
tering to go in. 1414 Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees,
hypocrites! You devour widows’ houses and for pre-
tense make long prayers. Therefore you will receive
the greater condemnation.

1515 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!
You travel sea and land to make one proselyte, and
when he becomes one, you make him twice as much a
son of hell as yourselves.

1616 “Woe to you, blind guides, who say, ‘If anyone
swears by the temple, it is nothing. But if anyone
swears by the gold of the temple, he is obligated.’ 1717

You blind fools! Which is greater, the gold or the tem-
ple that sanctifies the gold? 1818 And you say, ‘If anyone
swears by the altar, it is nothing. But if anyone swears
by the gift on it, he is obligated.’ 1919 You blind fools!
Which is greater, the gift or the altar that sanctifies the
gift? 2020 Therefore he who swears by the altar, swears
by it and by all things on it. 2121 But he who swears by
the temple, swears by it and by Him who dwells in it.
2222 And he who swears by heaven, swears by the
throne of God and by Him who sits on it.

2323 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!
You tithe mint and dill and cumin, but have neglected
the weightier matters of the law: justice and mercy
and faith. These you ought to have done without leav-
ing the others undone. 2424 You blind guides who strain
out a gnat and swallow a camel!

2525 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!
You cleanse the outside of the cup and dish, but inside
they are full of extortion and greed. 2626 You blind Phar-
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isee, first cleanse the inside of the cup and dish, that
the outside of them may also be clean.

2727 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!
You are like whitewashed tombs, which indeed appear
beautiful outwardly, but inside are full of dead men’s
bones and of all uncleanness. 2828 So you also outwardly
appear righteous to men, but inside you are full of
hypocrisy and iniquity.

2929 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!
You build the tombs of the prophets, and adorn the
memorials of the righteous, 3030 and say, ‘If we lived in
the days of our fathers, we would not have partaken
with them in shedding the blood of the prophets.’ 3131

Therefore you are witnesses against yourselves that
you are sons of those who murdered the prophets. 3232

Fill up, then, the measure of your fathers’ guilt.guilt.
3333 “You serpents! You generation of vipers! How can

you escape the judgment of hell? 3434 Therefore I send
you prophets, and wise men, and scribes. Some of
them you will kill and crucify, and some you will
scourge in your synagogues and persecute them from
city to city, 3535 that on you may come all the righteous
blood shed on the earth, from the blood of righteous
Abel to the blood of Zechariah son of Berekiah, whom
you murdered between the temple and the altar. 3636

Truly I say to you, all these things will come on this
generation.

The Lament Over JerusalemThe Lament Over Jerusalem
Lk 13:34–35

3737 “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets
and stone those who are sent to you, how often I
would have gathered your children together as a hen
gathers her chicks under her wings, but you would
not! 3838 Look, your house is left to you desolate. 3939 For I
tell you, you shall not see Me again until you say,
‘Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord.’ †† ”

The Destruction of the TThe Destruction of the Temple Foremple Foretoldetold
Mk 13:1–2; Lk 21:5–6

Jesus departed from the temple and was leav-
ing when His disciples came to show Him the

temple buildings. 22 Jesus answered them, “Do you not
see all these things? Truly I say to you, not one stone
shall be left here upon another that shall not be
thrown down.”

TTrroubles and Persecutionsoubles and Persecutions
Mk 13:3–13; Lk 21:7–19

33 As He sat on the Mount of Olives, the disciples
came to Him privately, saying, “Tell us, when will these
things be, and what will be the sign of Your coming
and of the end of the age?”

44 Jesus answered them, “Take heed that no one de-
ceives you. 55 For many will come in My name, saying, ‘I
am the Christ,’ and will deceive many. 66 You will hear

† Ps 118:26.

of wars and rumors of wars. See that you are not trou-
bled. For all these things must happen, but the end is
not yet. 77 For nation will rise against nation, and king-
dom against kingdom. There will be famines, epi-
demics, and earthquakes in various places. 88 All these
are the beginning of sorrows.

99 “Then they will hand you over to be persecuted
and will kill you. And you will be hated by all nations
for My name’s sake. 1010 Then many will fall away, and
betray one another, and hate one another. 1111 And
many false prophets will rise and will deceive many. 1212

Because iniquity will abound, the love of many will
grow cold. 1313 But he who endures to the end shall be
saved. 1414 And this gospel of the kingdom will be
preached throughout the world as a testimony to all
nations, and then the end will come.

The GrThe Great Teat Tribulationribulation
Mk 13:14–23; Lk 21:20–24

1515 “So when you see the ‘abomination of desolation,’
†††† spoken of by Daniel the prophet, standing in the
holy place (let the reader understand), 1616 then let
those who are in Judea flee to the mountains. 1717 Let
him who is on the housetop not go down to take any-
thing out of his house. 1818 Let him who is in the field
not return to take his clothes. 1919 Woe to those who are
with child and to those who nurse in those days! 2020

Pray that your escape will not be in the winter or on
the Sabbath. 2121 For then will be great tribulation, such
as has not happened since the beginning of the world
until now, no, nor ever shall be. 2222 “Unless those days
were shortened, no one would be saved. But for the
sake of the elect those days will be shortened. 2323 Then
if anyone says to you, ‘Look, here is the Christ,’ or
‘There He is,’ do not believe it. 2424 For false christs and
false prophets will arise and show great signs and
wonders to deceive, if possible, even the elect. 2525 Lis-
ten, I have told you beforehand.

2626 “So, if they say to you, ‘Look, He is in the desert,’
do not go there; or, ‘Look, He is in the private cham-
bers,’ do not believe it. 2727 For as the lightning comes
from the east and flashes to the west, so will be the
coming of the Son of Man. 2828 Wherever the carcass is,
there the eagles will be gathered together.

The Coming of the Son of ManThe Coming of the Son of Man
Mk 13:24–27; Lk 21:25–28

2929 “Immediately after the tribulation of those days,
‘the sun will be darkened,
the moon will not give its light;

the stars will fall from heaven,
and the powers of the heavens will be shaken.’ ‡‡

3030 “Then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in
heaven, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn,
and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds
of heaven with power and great glory. 3131 And He will
send His angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and

†† Da 9:27. ‡ Joel 2:10.
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they shall gather His elect from the four winds, from
one end of the heavens to the other.

The Lesson of the Fig TThe Lesson of the Fig Trreeee
Mk 13:28–31; Lk 21:29–33

3232 “Now learn this lesson from the fig tree: When its
branch becomes tender and grows leaves, you know
that summer is near. 3333 So also, when you shall see all
these things, you know that it is near, even at the
doors. 3434 Truly I say to you, this generation will not
pass away until all these things take place. 3535 Heaven
and earth will pass away, but My words will never pass
away.

The UnknoThe Unknown Day and Hourwn Day and Hour
Mk 13:32–37; Lk 17:26–30, 34–36

3636 “Concerning that day and hour no one knows, not
even the angels of heaven, but My Father only. 3737 As
were the days of Noah, so will be the coming of the
Son of Man. 3838 For as in the days before the flood, they
were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in mar-
riage, until the day Noah entered the ark, 3939 and did
not know until the flood came and took them all away,
so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 4040 Two will be
in the field; one will be taken, and the other left. 4141

Two women will be grinding at the mill; one will be
taken, and the other left.

4242 “Watch therefore, for you do not know what hour
your Lord will come. 4343 But know this, that if the owner
of the house had known what hour the thief would
come, he would have watched and not have let his
house be broken into. 4444 Therefore you also must be
ready, for in an hour when you least expect, the Son of
Man is coming.

The Faithful or the Unfaithful ServantThe Faithful or the Unfaithful Servant
Lk 12:41–48

4545 “Who then is a faithful and wise servant, whom his
master has made ruler over his household to give
them food at the appointed time? 4646 Blessed is that
servant whom his master will find so doing when he
comes. 4747 Truly, I say to you that he will make him
ruler over all his goods. 4848 But if that evil servant says
in his heart, ‘My master delays his coming,’ 4949 and be-
gins to strike his fellow servants and eat and drink
with the drunkards, 5050 the master of that servant will
come on a day when he does not look for him and in
an hour he is not aware of 5151 and will cut him in pieces
and appoint him his portion with the hypocrites,
where there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

The ParThe Parable of the Table of the Ten Viren Virginsgins

“Then the kingdom of heaven shall be like ten
virgins, who took their lamps and went out to

meet the bridegroom. 22 Five of them were wise and
five were foolish. 33 Those who were foolish took their
lamps, but took no oil with them. 44 But the wise took

jars of oil with their lamps. 55 While the bridegroom de-
layed, they all rested and slept.

66 “But at midnight there was a cry, ‘Look, the bride-
groom is coming! Come out to meet him!’

77 “Then all those virgins rose and trimmed their
lamps. 88 But the foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some
of your oil, for our lamps have gone out.’

99 “The wise answered, ‘No, lest there not be enough
for us and you. Go rather to those who sell it, and buy
some for yourselves.’

1010 “But while they went to buy some, the bridegroom
came, and those who were ready went in with him to
the wedding banquet. And the door was shut.

1111 “Afterward, the other virgins came also, saying,
‘Lord, Lord, open the door for us.’

1212 “But he answered, ‘Truly I say to you, I do not
know you.’

1313 “Watch therefore, for you know neither the day
nor the hour in which the Son of Man is coming.

The ParThe Parable of the Table of the Talentsalents
Lk 19:11–27

1414 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a man travel-
ing into a far country, who called his own servants and
entrusted his goods to them. 1515 To one he gave five
talents, †† to another two, and to another one, to every
man according to his ability. And immediately he took
his journey. 1616 He who had received the five talents
went and traded with them and made another five tal-
ents. 1717 So also, he who had received two gained an-
other two. 1818 But he who had received one went and
dug in the ground and hid his master’s money.

1919 “After a long time the master of those servants
came and settled accounts with them. 2020 He who had
received five talents came and brought the other five
talents, saying, ‘Master, you entrusted to me five tal-
ents. Look, I have gained five talents more.’

2121 “His master said to him, ‘Well done, you good and
faithful servant. You have been faithful over a few
things. I will make you ruler over many things. Enter
the joy of your master.’

2222 “He who had received two talents also came and
said, ‘Master, you entrusted me with two talents. See, I
have gained two more talents besides them.’

2323 “His master said to him, ‘Well done, you good and
faithful servant. You have been faithful over a few
things. I will make you ruler over many things. Enter
the joy of your master.’

2424 “Then he who had received the one talent came
and said, ‘Master, I knew that you are a hard man,
reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where
you did not winnow. 2525 So I was afraid, and went and
hid your talent in the ground. Here you have what is
yours.’

2626 “His master answered, ‘You wicked and slothful
servant! You knew that I reap where I have not sown,
and gather where I have not winnowed. 2727 Then you

† A talent was worth several hundred pounds.
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ought to have given my money to the bankers, and at
my coming I should have received what was my own
with interest.

2828 “‘So take the talent from him, and give it to him
who has ten talents. 2929 For to everyone who has will
more be given, and he will have an abundance. But
from him who has nothing, even what he has will be
taken away. 3030 And throw the unprofitable servant into
outer darkness, where there will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth.’

The Judgment of the NationsThe Judgment of the Nations
3131 “When the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all

the holy angels with Him, then He will sit on the
throne of His glory. 3232 Before Him will be gathered all
nations, and He will separate them one from another
as a shepherd separates his sheep from the goats. 3333

He will set the sheep at His right hand, but the goats
at the left.

3434 “Then the King will say to those at His right hand,
‘Come, you blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom
prepared for you since the foundation of the world. 3535

For I was hungry and you gave Me food, I was thirsty
and you gave Me drink, I was a stranger and you took
Me in. 3636 I was naked and you clothed Me, I was sick
and you visited Me, I was in prison and you came to
Me.’

3737 “Then the righteous will answer Him, ‘Lord, when
did we see You hungry and feed You, or thirsty and
give You drink? 3838 When did we see You a stranger and
take You in, or naked and clothe You? 3939 And when did
we see You sick or in prison and come to You?’

4040 “The King will answer, ‘Truly I say to you, as you
have done it for one of the least of these brothers of
Mine, you have done it for Me.’

4141 “Then He will say to those at the left hand, ‘Depart
from Me, you cursed, into the eternal fire, prepared
for the devil and his angels. 4242 For I was hungry and
you gave Me no food, I was thirsty and you gave Me
no drink, 4343 I was a stranger and you did not take Me
in, I was naked and you did not clothe Me, I was sick
and in prison and you did not visit Me.’

4444 “Then they also will answer Him, ‘Lord, when did
we see You hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or
sick or in prison, and did not serve You?’

4545 “He will answer, ‘Truly I say to you, as you did it
not for one of the least of these, you did it not for Me.’

4646 “And they will go away into eternal punishment,
but the righteous into eternal life.”

The Plot to Kill JesusThe Plot to Kill Jesus
Mk 14:1–2; Lk 22:1–2; Jn 11:45–53

When Jesus had finished all these sayings, He
said to His disciples, 22 “You know that after two

days is the Passover, and the Son of Man will be be-
trayed to be crucified.”

33 Then the chief priests, the scribes, and the elders of
the people gathered in the palace of the high priest,

who was called Caiaphas, 44 and took counsel that they
might take Jesus covertly and kill Him. 55 But they said,
“Not on the feast day, lest there be an uproar among
the people.”

The Anointing at BethanyThe Anointing at Bethany
Mk 14:3–9; Jn 12:1–8

66 When Jesus was in Bethany in the house of Simon
the leper, 77 a woman came to Him having an alabaster
jar of very expensive ointment and poured it on His
head as He sat at supper.

88 When His disciples saw it, they were indignant, say-
ing, “For what purpose is this waste? 99 This ointment
might have been sold for a large sum and given to the
poor.”

1010 When Jesus perceived it, He said to them, “Why do
you trouble the woman? She has done a good work
for Me. 1111 For you have the poor always with you, but
you do not always have Me. 1212 In pouring this oint-
ment on My body, she did it for My burial. 1313 Truly I
say to you, wherever this gospel shall be preached in
the whole world, what this woman has done will be
told in memory of her.”

Judas’ AgrJudas’ Agreement to Betreement to Betray Jesusay Jesus
Mk 14:10–11; Lk 22:3–6

1414 Then one of the twelve, who was called Judas Is-
cariot, went to the chief priests 1515 and said to them,
“What will you give me if I hand Him over to you?” And
they paid him thirty pieces of silver. 1616 From that mo-
ment he searched for an opportunity to betray Him.

The PassoThe Passover With the Disciplesver With the Disciples
Mk 14:12–21; Lk 22:7–14, 21–23; Jn 13:21–30

1717 On the first day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread
the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Where will You
have us to prepare for You to eat the Passover?”

1818 He said, “Go into the city to a certain man, and say
to him, ‘The Teacher says, My time is at hand. I will
keep the Passover at your house with My disciples.’”
1919 The disciples did as Jesus had directed them, and
they prepared the Passover.

2020 When evening came, He sat down with the twelve.
2121 And as they were eating, He said, “Truly I say to you,
one of you will betray Me.”

2222 They were very sorrowful, and each of them began
saying to Him, “Lord, is it I?”

2323 He answered and said, “He who has dipped his
hand with Me in the dish will betray Me. 2424 The Son of
Man goes as it is written of Him, but woe to that man
by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have
been good for that man if he had not been born.”

2525 Then Judas, who betrayed Him, answered, “Master,
is it I?”

He said to him, “You have said it.”
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The LorThe Lord’d’s Suppers Supper
Mk 14:22–26; Lk 22:15–20; 1Co 11:23–25

2626 As they were eating, Jesus took bread, blessed it
and broke it, and gave it to the disciples and said,
“Take and eat. This is My body.”

2727 Then He took the cup, and after He gave thanks,
He gave it to them, saying, “Drink of it, all of you. 2828

For this is My blood of the new covenant, which is
shed for many for the remission of sins. 2929 I say to
you, I will not drink of this fruit of the vine from now
on until that day when I drink it new with you in My Fa-
ther’s kingdom.”

3030 And when they had sung a hymn, they went out to
the Mount of Olives.

PeterPeter’’s Denial Fors Denial Foretoldetold
Mk 14:27–31; Lk 22:31–34; Jn 13:36–38

3131 Then Jesus said to them, “All of you will fall away
on account of Me this night, for it is written:
‘I will strike the shepherd,
and the sheep of the flock shall be scattered.’ ††

3232 But after I have risen, I will go before you to
Galilee.”

3333 Peter answered, “Though all men will fall away on
account of You, yet I will never fall away.”

3434 Jesus said to him, “Truly I say to you, this night, be-
fore the rooster crows, you will deny Me three times.”

3535 Peter said to Him, “Though I should die with You,
yet I will not deny You.” And all the disciples spoke in
this manner.

The PrThe Prayer in Gethsemaneayer in Gethsemane
Mk 14:32–42; Lk 22:39–46

3636 Then Jesus came with them to a place called Geth-
semane and said to the disciples, “Sit here while I go
and pray close by.” 3737 He took with Him Peter and the
two sons of Zebedee and began to be sorrowful and
troubled. 3838 Then He said to them, “My soul is very sor-
rowful, even to death. Wait here, and keep watch with
Me.”

3939 He went a little farther, and falling on His face, He
prayed, “O My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass
from Me. Nevertheless, not as I will, but as You will.”

4040 Then He came to the disciples and found them
sleeping, and said to Peter, “So, could you not keep
watch with Me one hour? 4141 Watch and pray that you
enter not into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing,
but the flesh is weak.”

4242 He went away a second time and prayed, “O My
Father, if this cup cannot pass away from Me unless I
drink it, Your will be done.”

4343 Again, He came and found them sleeping, for their
eyes were heavy. 4444 So leaving them again, He went
away and prayed the third time, saying the same
words.

† Zec 13:7.

4545 Then He came to His disciples and said to them,
“Sleep on now, and take your rest. Look, the hour is
near, and the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of
sinners. 4646 Rise, let us be going. Look, he who betrays
Me is at hand.”

The BetrThe Betrayal and Arrayal and Arrest of Jesusest of Jesus
Mk 14:43–50; Lk 22:47–53; Jn 18:3–12

4747 While He was still speaking, Judas, one of the
twelve, came. And with him was a great crowd with
swords and clubs, from the chief priests and elders of
the people. 4848 Now he who betrayed Him had given
them a sign, saying, “Whomever I shall kiss is the Man.
Seize Him.” 4949 He immediately came to Jesus and said,
“Hail, Rabbi!” and kissed Him.

5050 And Jesus said to him, “Friend, why have you
come?”

Then they came and laid hands on Jesus and took
Him. 5151 Immediately, one of those who were with Jesus
stretched out his hand, and drew his sword, and
struck the servant of the high priest, and cut off his
ear.

5252 Then Jesus said to him, “Put your sword back in its
place. For all those who take up the sword will perish
by the sword. 5353 Do you think that I cannot now pray
to My Father, and He will at once give Me more than
twelve legions of angels? 5454 But how then would the
Scriptures be fulfilled, that it must be so?”

5555 At that same moment Jesus said to the crowds,
“Have you come out as against a thief to take Me with
swords and clubs? Daily I sat with you in the temple
teaching, and you did not seize Me. 5656 But all this was
done that the Scriptures of the prophets might be ful-
filled.” Then all the disciples forsook Him and fled.

Jesus BeforJesus Before the Sanhedrine the Sanhedrin
Mk 14:53–65; Lk 22:54–55, 63–71; Jn 18:13–14, 19–24

5757 Those who had seized Jesus led Him away to Ca-
iaphas the high priest, where the scribes and the el-
ders had assembled. 5858 But Peter followed Him from
afar to the high priest’s courtyard and went in, and sat
with the servants to see the end.

5959 The chief priests and the elders and the entire San-
hedrin searched for false witness against Jesus to put
Him to death, 6060 but they found none. Yes, though
many false witnesses came forward, they found none.

At last two false witnesses came forward 6161 and said,
“This fellow said, ‘I am able to destroy the temple of
God and to build it in three days.’”

6262 Then the high priest stood up and said to Him, “Do
You answer nothing? What is it these men testify
against You?” 6363 But Jesus remained silent.

The high priest said to Him, “I adjure You by the liv-
ing God, tell us whether You are the Christ, the Son of
God.”

6464 Jesus said to him, “You have said so. But I say to
you, hereafter you will see the Son of Man seated at
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the right hand of Power and coming on the clouds of
heaven.”

6565 Then the high priest tore his clothes, saying, “He
has uttered blasphemy. What further need do we have
for witnesses? See, now you have heard His blasphe-
my. 6666 What do you think?”

They answered, “He is guilty unto death.”
6767 Then they spat in His face and struck Him. And

others slapped Him with the palms of their hands,
6868 saying, “Prophesy to us, You Christ! Who is it that
struck You?”

PeterPeter’’s Denial of Jesuss Denial of Jesus
Mk 14:66–72; Lk 22:56–62; Jn 18:15–18, 25–27

6969 Now Peter sat outside in the courtyard. And a girl
came to him, saying, “You also were with Jesus of
Galilee.”

7070 But he denied it before them all, saying, “I do not
know what you are saying.”

7171 Then when he went out onto the porch, another
girl saw him and said to those who were there, “This
man was also with Jesus of Nazareth.”

7272 Again he denied with an oath, “I do not know the
Man.”

7373 After a while those who stood by came to Peter
and said, “Surely you also are one of them, for your ac-
cent betrays you.”

7474 Then he began to invoke a curse on himself and he
swore, “I do not know the Man.”

Then immediately a rooster crowed. 7575 Then Peter re-
membered the word Jesus had spoken, “Before a
rooster crows, you will deny Me three times.” Then he
went out and wept bitterly.

Jesus BrJesus Brought Beforought Before Pilatee Pilate
Mk 15:1; Lk 23:1–2; Jn 18:28–32

When the morning came, all the chief priests
and elders of the people took counsel against

Jesus to put Him to death. 22 When they had bound
Him, they led Him away and handed Him over to Pon-
tius Pilate the governor.

The Death of JudasThe Death of Judas
Ac 1:18–19

33 When Judas, who had betrayed Him, saw that He
was condemned, he repented and brought back the
thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and elders,
44 saying, “I have sinned in that I have betrayed inno-
cent blood.”

They said, “What is that to us? You must see to that.”
55 So he threw down the pieces of silver in the temple

and departed. And he went and hanged himself.
66 The chief priests took the silver pieces and said, “It

is not lawful to put them into the treasury, because
this is the price of blood.” 77 So they took counsel, and
bought with them the potter’s field to bury strangers
in. 88 Therefore that field has been called the Field of
Blood to this day. 99 Then what was spoken by Jeremiah

the prophet was fulfilled: “They took the thirty pieces
of silver, the value of that the sons of Israel set on
Him, 1010 and gave them for the potter’s field, as the
Lord appointed me.” ††

Jesus Questioned bJesus Questioned by Pilatey Pilate
Mk 15:2–5; Lk 23:3–5; Jn 18:33–38

1111 Jesus stood before the governor. And the governor
asked Him, “Are You the King of the Jews?”

Jesus said to him, “You have said so.”
1212 When He was accused by the chief priests and el-

ders, He gave no answer. 1313 Then Pilate said to Him,
“Do You not hear how many things they testify against
You?” 1414 But He never answered him a word, so that
the governor was greatly amazed.

Jesus Sentenced to DieJesus Sentenced to Die
Mk 15:6–15; Lk 23:13–25; Jn 18:39–19:16

1515 Now at the feast, the governor was accustomed to
releasing to the people a prisoner whom they chose.
1616 They had then a notorious prisoner called Barabbas.
1717 So when they had gathered together, Pilate said to
them, “Whom do you want me to release to
you—Barabbas, or Jesus who is called Christ?” 1818 For he
knew that they had handed Him over out of envy.

1919 When he was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife
sent word to him, “Have nothing to do with that right-
eous Man, for I have suffered much today in a dream
on account of Him.”

2020 But the chief priests and elders persuaded the
crowd to ask for Barabbas and kill Jesus.

2121 The governor answered, “Which of the two do you
want me to release to you?”

They said, “Barabbas.”
2222 Pilate said to them, “Then what shall I do with Je-

sus who is called Christ?”
They all said to him, “Let Him be crucified!”
2323 The governor said, “Why, what evil has He done?”
But they cried out all the more, “Let Him be cruci-

fied!”
2424 When Pilate saw that he could not prevail, but

rather that unrest was beginning, he took water and
washed his hands before the crowd, saying, “I am in-
nocent of the blood of this righteous Man. See to it
yourselves.”

2525 Then all the people answered, “His blood be on us
and on our children!”

2626 Then he released Barabbas to them. But when he
had scourged Jesus, he handed Him over to be cruci-
fied.

The Soldiers Mock JesusThe Soldiers Mock Jesus
Mk 15:16–20; Jn 19:2–3

2727 Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into
the Praetorium, and gathered the whole detachment
of soldiers before Him. 2828 They stripped Him and put a

† Zec 11:12–13; Jer 32:6–9.
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scarlet robe on Him, 2929 and when they wove a crown of
thorns, they put it on His head and put a staff in His
right hand. They knelt before Him and mocked Him,
saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” 3030 They spit on Him,
and took the staff and hit Him on the head. 3131 After
they had mocked Him, they took the robe off Him, put
His own garments on Him, and led Him away to cruci-
fy Him.

The CrucifixionThe Crucifixion
Mk 15:21–32; Lk 23:26–43; Jn 19:17–27

3232 As they came out, they found a man of Cyrene, Si-
mon by name. This man they compelled to bear His
cross. 3333 When they came to a place called Golgotha,
which means The Place of the Skull, 3434 they gave Him
sour wine mingled with gall to drink. But when He
tasted it, He would not drink it. 3535 When they crucified
Him, they divided His garments by casting lots to fulfill
what was spoken by the prophet, “They divided My
garments among themselves and for My clothing they
cast lots.” ††3636 And sitting down, they kept watch over
Him there. 3737 They put His accusation over His head,
which read:

THIS IS JESUS THE KING OF THE JEWS.
3838 Then two thieves were crucified with Him, one on
the right and another on the left. 3939 Those who passed
by insulted Him, wagging their heads, 4040 saying, “You
who would destroy the temple and build it in three
days, save Yourself! If You are the Son of God, come
down from the cross.”

4141 Likewise the chief priests, with the scribes and el-
ders, mocked Him, saying, 4242 “He saved others. He can-
not save Himself. If He is the King of Israel, let Him
now come down from the cross, and we will believe
Him. 4343 He trusted in God. Let Him deliver Him now, if
He will have Him. For He said, ‘I am the Son of God.’ ”
4444 Even the thieves who were crucified with Him insult-
ed Him in the same way.

The Death of JesusThe Death of Jesus
Mk 15:33–41; Lk 23:44–49; Jn 19:28–30

4545 Now from the sixth hour until the ninth hour there
was darkness over all the land. 4646 About the ninth hour
Jesus cried out with a loud voice, “ Eli, Eli, lama
sabachthani? ” which means, “My God, My God, why
have You forsaken Me?” ††††

4747 Some of those who stood there heard it and said,
“This Man is calling for Elijah.”

4848 Immediately one of them ran, took a sponge, filled
it with wine, and put it on a stick, and gave it to Him to
drink. 4949 The rest said, “Leave Him alone. Let us see if
Elijah will come to save Him.”

5050 And Jesus, when He had cried out again with a
loud voice, released His spirit.

5151 At that moment the curtain of the temple was torn
in two, from the top to the bottom. And the ground
shook, and the rocks split apart. 5252 The graves also

† Ps 22:18. †† Ps 22:1.

were opened, and many bodies of the saints who had
died were raised, 5353 and coming out of the graves after
His resurrection, they went into the Holy City and ap-
peared to many.

5454 When the centurion and those with him, keeping
watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake and what took
place, they feared greatly and said, “Truly He was the
Son of God!”

5555 Many women who were there watching from afar
followed Jesus from Galilee, serving Him, 5656 among
whom was Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of
James and Joseph, and the mother of Zebedee’s sons.

The Burial of JesusThe Burial of Jesus
Mk 15:42–47; Lk 23:50–56; Jn 19:38–42

5757 When the evening came, there came a rich man of
Arimathea, named Joseph, who also was a disciple of
Jesus. 5858 He went to Pilate and asked for the body of Je-
sus. Then Pilate commanded the body to be given to
him. 5959 When Joseph had taken the body, he wrapped
it in a clean linen cloth, 6060 and laid it in his own new
tomb, which he had cut out of the rock. And he rolled
a large stone to the door of the tomb and departed.
6161 Mary Magdalene and the other Mary were there, sit-
ting opposite the tomb.

The GuarThe Guard at the Td at the Tombomb
6262 The next day, following the Day of Preparation, the

chief priests and Pharisees gathered before Pilate,
6363 saying, “Sir, we remember that deceiver saying while
He was still alive, ‘After three days I will rise.’ 6464 There-
fore command that the tomb be made secure until the
third day, lest His disciples come by night and steal
Him away, and tell the people, ‘He has risen from the
dead.’ The last deception will be worse than the first.”

6565 Pilate said to them, “You have a guard. Go your
way. Make it as secure as you can.” 6666 So they went and
made the tomb secure by sealing the stone and post-
ing the guard.

The ResurrThe Resurrectionection
Mk 16:1–8; Lk 24:1–12; Jn 20:1–10

At the end of the Sabbath, as it began to dawn
on the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene

and the other Mary went to see the tomb.
22 And then there was a great earthquake. For the an-

gel of the Lord descended from heaven and came and
rolled back the stone from the door and sat on it. 33 His
countenance was like lightning, and his garments
white as snow. 44 The soldiers shook for fear of him and
became like dead men.

55 The angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid. For
I know that you are looking for Jesus who was cruci-
fied. 66 He is not here. For He has risen, as He said.
Come, see the place where the Lord lay. 77 Then go
quickly and tell His disciples that He has risen from the
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dead, and indeed, He is going before you to Galilee.
There you will see Him. Listen, I have told you.”

88 So they departed quickly from the tomb with fear
and great joy, and ran to bring His disciples word. 99 As
they went to tell His disciples, suddenly Jesus met
them, saying, “Greetings!” They came and took hold of
His feet and worshipped Him. 1010 Then Jesus said to
them, “Do not be afraid. Go tell My brothers to go to
Galilee, and there they will see Me.”

The Report of the GuarThe Report of the Guardd
1111 While they were going, indeed, some of the sol-

diers went into the city and described to the chief
priests everything that had happened. 1212 When the
chief priests were assembled with the elders and had
taken counsel, they gave much money to the soldiers,
1313 saying, “You are to say, ‘His disciples came by night
and stole Him away while we were sleeping.’ 1414 If this

comes to the governor’s ears, we will satisfy him and
keep you secure.” 1515 So they took the money and did as
they were instructed. And this saying has been com-
monly reported among the Jews to this day.

The Commissioning of the DisciplesThe Commissioning of the Disciples
Mk 16:14–18; Lk 24:36–49; Jn 20:19–23; Ac 1:6–8

1616 Then the eleven disciples went away to Galilee, to
the mountain to which Jesus had directed them.
1717 When they saw Him, they worshipped Him. But
some doubted. 1818 Then Jesus came and spoke to them,
saying, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven
and on earth. 1919 Go therefore and make disciples of all
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and
of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 2020 teaching them to
observe all things I have commanded you. And re-
member, I am with you always, even to the end of the
age.” Amen.
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MARKMARK
According to biblical history, Paul the Apostle rejected John Mark during a personality conflict on a missionary
journey (Ac 15:36–41). When Peter took Mark under his wing, Mark assisted him in the writing of the Gospel
that bears his name. Mark’s Gospel is closely associated with Peter’s personal memories of Jesus. It was written
in the mid- to late-AD 50s. The place of writing is unknown, but Rome is the likeliest location. The focus of this
study is Jesus’ servanthood to the Father and His power over the demonic realm. Discipleship is another impor-
tant theme that runs throughout Mark’s Gospel. Mark does not mention Jesus’ genealogy because genealogies
of servants were not typically recorded in ancient history. This is a Gospel of Jesus’ works more than His words,
and it is very fast-paced, taking the reader from one story quickly to the next.

The PrThe Preaching of John the Baptisteaching of John the Baptist
Mt 3:1–12; Lk 3:1–9, 15–17; Jn 1:19–28

The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the
Son of God.

22 As it is written in the Prophets:
“Look, I am sending My messenger before Your face,
who will prepare Your way before You.” ††

33 “The voice of one crying in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord,
make His paths straight.’” ††††

44 John came baptizing in the wilderness and preaching
a baptism of repentance for the remission of sins.
55 The whole region of Judea and all the people of
Jerusalem went out to him and were all baptized by
him in the Jordan River, confessing their sins. 66 John
was clothed with camel’s hair and with a leather belt
around his waist. And he ate locusts and wild honey.
77 He preached saying, “After me is coming One mighti-
er than I, the straps of whose shoes I am not worthy
to stoop down and untie. 88 I indeed have baptized you
with water, but He will baptize you with the Holy Spir-
it.”

The Baptism of JesusThe Baptism of Jesus
Mt 3:13–17; Lk 3:21–22

99 In those days Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee
and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 1010 Coming up
out of the water, He immediately saw the heavens
opened and the Spirit descending on Him like a dove.
1111 And a voice came from heaven, saying, “You are My
beloved Son in whom I am well pleased.”

The TThe Temptation of Jesusemptation of Jesus
Mt 4:1–11; Lk 4:1–13

1212 The Spirit immediately drove Him into the wilder-
ness. 1313 And He was there in the wilderness for forty
days, tempted by Satan, and was with the wild beasts.
And the angels ministered to Him.

† Mal 3:1. †† Isa 40:3.

The Beginning of the Galilean MinistryThe Beginning of the Galilean Ministry
Mt 4:12–17; Lk 4:14–15

1414 After John was put in prison, Jesus came to Galilee
preaching the gospel of the kingdom of God, 1515 saying,
“The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at
hand. Repent and believe the gospel.”

The Calling of the First DisciplesThe Calling of the First Disciples
Mt 4:18–22; Lk 5:1–11

1616 As He walked by the Sea of Galilee, He saw Simon
and Andrew, his brother, throwing a net into the sea,
for they were fishermen. 1717 Jesus said to them, “Come,
follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men.” 1818 Im-
mediately they left their nets and followed Him.

1919 When He had gone a little farther from there, He
saw James the son of Zebedee and John, his brother,
who also were in the boat mending their nets. 2020 Im-
mediately He called them. And they left their father
Zebedee in the boat with the hired servants and fol-
lowed Him.

The Man With an Unclean SpiritThe Man With an Unclean Spirit
Lk 4:31–37

2121 They went to Capernaum, and immediately on the
Sabbath He entered the synagogue and taught.
2222 They were astonished at His teaching, for He taught
them as one having authority, and not as the scribes.
2323 In their synagogue there was a man with an unclean
spirit. 2424 And he cried out, “Leave us alone! What do
You have to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have You
come to destroy us? I know who You are, the Holy One
of God.”

2525 Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent and come out
of him!” 2626 When the unclean spirit had convulsed him
and cried out with a loud voice, it came out of him.

2727 They were all amazed, so that they questioned
among themselves, “What is this? What new teaching
is this? With authority He commands even the unclean
spirits, and they obey Him.” 2828 Immediately His fame
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spread everywhere throughout the region surround-
ing Galilee.

The Healing of Many PeopleThe Healing of Many People
Mt 8:14–17; Lk 4:38–41

2929 When He came out of the synagogue with James
and John, they went directly to the house of Simon and
Andrew. 3030 The mother of Simon’s wife lay sick with a
fever, and immediately they told Him of her. 3131 So He
came and took her by the hand and lifted her up, and
immediately the fever left her. And she served them.

3232 In the evening, when the sun had set, they
brought to Him all who were sick and those who were
possessed with demons. 3333 The whole city was gath-
ered at the door, 3434 and He healed many who were sick
with various diseases and cast out many demons. And
He did not let the demons speak, because they knew
Him.

A PrA Preaching Teaching Tourour
Lk 4:42–44

3535 In the morning, rising up a great while before sun-
rise, He went out and departed to a solitary place. And
there He prayed. 3636 Simon and those who were with
Him followed Him, 3737 and when they found Him, they
said to Him, “Everyone is searching for You.”

3838 He said to them, “Let us go into the nearby towns,
that I may preach there also. For that is why I have
come.” 3939 So He preached in their synagogues
throughout Galilee and cast out demons.

The Cleansing of a LeperThe Cleansing of a Leper
Mt 8:1–4; Lk 5:12–16

4040 A leper came to Him, pleading with Him and kneel-
ing before Him, saying, “If You are willing, You can
make me clean.”

4141 Then Jesus, moved with compassion, extended His
hand and touched him, and said to him, “I will. Be
clean.” 4242 As soon as He had spoken, the leprosy imme-
diately departed from him, and he was cleansed.

4343 He sternly warned him, and sent him away at
once, 4444 saying, “See that you say nothing to anyone.
But go your way, show yourself to the priest, and offer
for your cleansing what Moses commanded, as a testi-
mony to them.” 4545 Instead he went out and began to
proclaim it widely and to spread the news around, so
that Jesus could no more openly enter the city, but
was out in remote places. And they came to Him from
every quarter.

The Healing of a ParThe Healing of a Paralyticalytic
Mt 9:1–8; Lk 5:17–26

Again, He entered Capernaum after some days.
And it was reported that He was in the house.

22 Immediately many were gathered together, so that
there was no room to receive them, not even at the
door. And He preached the word to them. 33 They came
to Him bringing one sick with paralysis, who was car-

ried by four men. 44 When they could not come near
Him due to the crowding, they uncovered the roof
where He was. When they had broken it open, they let
down the bed on which the paralytic lay. 55 When Jesus
saw their faith, He said to the paralytic, “Son, your sins
are forgiven you.”

66 But some of the scribes were sitting there, reason-
ing in their hearts, 77 “Why does this Man speak such
blasphemies? Who can forgive sins but God alone?”

88 Immediately, when Jesus perceived in His spirit that
they so reasoned within themselves, He said to them,
“Why do you contemplate these things in your hearts?
99 Which is easier to say to the paralytic: ‘Your sins are
forgiven you,’ or to say, ‘Rise, take up your bed and
walk’? 1010 But that you may know that the Son of Man
has authority on earth to forgive sins,” He said to the
paralytic, 1111 “I say to you, rise, and take up your bed,
and go your way to your house.” 1212 Immediately he
rose, picked up the bed, and went out in front of them
all, so that they were all amazed and glorified God,
saying, “We never saw anything like this!”

The Calling of LeThe Calling of Levivi
Mt 9:9–13; Lk 5:27–32

1313 He went out again by the seaside, and the whole
crowd came to Him, and He taught them. 1414 As He
passed by, He saw Levi the son of Alphaeus sitting at
the tax collector’s station, and He said to him, “Follow
Me.” And he rose and followed Him.

1515 As Jesus was at supper in his house, many tax col-
lectors and sinners also sat together with Jesus and
His disciples. For there were many, and they followed
Him. 1616 When the scribes and Pharisees saw Him eat-
ing with tax collectors and sinners, they said to His dis-
ciples, “How is it that He eats and drinks with tax col-
lectors and sinners?”

1717 When Jesus heard it, He said to them, “Those who
are well have no need of a physician, but those who
are sick. I came not to call the righteous, but sinners
to repentance.”

The Question About FastingThe Question About Fasting
Mt 9:14–17; Lk 5:33–39

1818 Now the disciples of John and of the Pharisees
were fasting. And people came and said to Him, “Why
do the disciples of John and of the Pharisees fast, but
Your disciples do not fast?”

1919 Jesus said to them, “Can the wedding guests fast
while the bridegroom is with them? As long as they
have the bridegroom with them, they cannot fast. 2020

But the days will come when the bridegroom will be
taken away from them, and then they will fast in those
days.

2121 “No one sews a piece of new cloth on an old gar-
ment, or else the new piece that covered it tears away
from the old, and the tear is made worse. 2222 And no
one pours new wine into old wineskins, or else the
new wine bursts the wineskins, and the wine is spilled,
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44

and the wineskins will be marred. But new wine must
be poured into new wineskins.”

The Question About the SabbathThe Question About the Sabbath
Mt 12:1–8; Lk 6:1–5

2323 He went through the grain fields on the Sabbath.
As they went, His disciples began to pluck the heads of
grain. 2424 The Pharisees said to Him, “Look, why are
they doing on the Sabbath what is not lawful?”

2525 He said to them, “Have you never read what David
did, when he and those who were with him were in
need and hungry: 2626 how he went into the house of
God, in the days Abiathar was the high priest, and ate
the ritual bread, which is lawful only for the priests to
eat, and also gave it to those who were with him?”

2727 Then He said to them, “The Sabbath was made for
man, and not man for the Sabbath. 2828 So the Son of
Man is Lord even of the Sabbath.”

The Man With a WitherThe Man With a Withered Handed Hand
Mt 12:9–14; Lk 6:6–11

Again, He entered the synagogue, and there was
a man who had a withered hand. 22 They watched

Him to see whether He would heal him on the Sab-
bath, so that they might accuse Him. 33 He said to the
man who had the withered hand, “Stand up.”

44 Then He said to them, “Is it lawful to do good or to
do evil on the Sabbath, to save life or to kill?” But they
kept silent.

55 When He had looked around at them with anger,
being grieved for the hardness of their hearts, He said
to the man, “Stretch your hand forward.” He stretched
it out, and his hand was restored as whole as the oth-
er. 66 Then the Pharisees went out and immediately
took counsel with the Herodians against Him, how to
kill Him.

The CrThe Croowd at the Seasidewd at the Seaside
77 Jesus withdrew with His disciples to the sea. And a

great crowd followed Him from Galilee and Judea 88 and
Jerusalem, and Idumea, and from beyond the Jordan.
And those from Tyre and Sidon, a great crowd, when
they heard what great things He did, came to Him.
99 He told the disciples to have a small boat ready for
Him because of the crowd, lest they should crush Him.
1010 For He had healed many, so that all who had dis-
eases pressed on Him to touch Him. 1111 When unclean
spirits saw Him, they fell down before Him, crying out,
“You are the Son of God.” 1212 But He sternly ordered
them not to make Him known.

The Choosing of the TThe Choosing of the Twelve Apostleswelve Apostles
Mt 10:1–4; Lk 6:12–16

1313 He went up into the mountain and called to Him
those whom He desired, and they came to Him. 1414 He
ordained twelve to be with Him, and to be sent out to
preach, 1515 and to have authority to heal sicknesses and

to cast out demons: 1616 Simon, whom He named Peter;
1717 James, the son of Zebedee, and John, the brother of
James, whom he surnamed Boanerges (meaning Sons
of Thunder); 1818 Andrew, and Philip, and Bartholomew,
and Matthew, and Thomas; and James the son of Al-
phaeus; and Thaddaeus, and Simon the Zealot; 1919 and
Judas Iscariot, who betrayed Him.

Jesus and BeelzebubJesus and Beelzebub
Mt 12:22–32; Lk 11:14–23; 12:10

2020 Then they entered a house, and the crowd came
together again, so that they could not even eat bread.
2121 When His family heard of it, they went out to seize
Him, for they said, “He is beside Himself.”

2222 And the scribes who came down from Jerusalem
said, “He is possessed by Beelzebub, and by the ruler
of the demons He casts out demons.”

2323 So He called them to Him and said to them in para-
bles, “How can Satan cast out Satan? 2424 If a kingdom is
divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. 2525 If
a house is divided against itself, that house cannot
stand. 2626 And if Satan rises up against himself and is
divided, he cannot stand, but is coming to an end. 2727

No one can enter a strong man’s house and plunder
his goods, unless he first binds the strong man. Then
he will plunder his house. 2828 Truly I say to you, all sins
will be forgiven the sons of men, and whatever blas-
phemies they speak. 2929 But he who blasphemes
against the Holy Spirit never has forgiveness, but is in
danger of eternal condemnation.”

3030 For they said, “He has an unclean spirit.”

The Mother and BrThe Mother and Brothers of Jesusothers of Jesus
Mt 12:46–50; Lk 8:19–21

3131 Then His mother and His brothers came, and
standing outside, they sent to Him, calling Him. 3232 The
crowd sat around Him and said to Him, “Your mother
and Your brothers are outside asking for You.”

3333 He answered, “Who are My mother and My broth-
ers?”

3434 Then He looked around at those who sat around
Him and said, “Here are My mother and My brothers!
3535 For whoever does the will of God is My brother, and
My sister, and My mother.”

The ParThe Parable of the Soable of the Sowerwer
Mt 13:1–9; Lk 8:4–8

gain He began to teach by the seaside. A large
crowd was gathered before Him, so that He en-

tered a boat and sat in it on the sea. And the whole
crowd was by the sea on the land. 22 He taught them
many things in parables and said to them in His teach-
ing: 33 “Listen! And take note: A sower went out to sow.
44 As he sowed, some seed fell beside the path, and the
birds of the air came and devoured it. 55 Some seed fell
on rocky ground, where it did not have much soil, and
soon it sprang up because it did not have deep soil. 66

But when the sun rose, it was scorched. And because
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it had no root, it withered away. 77 Other seed fell
among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked it,
and it yielded no grain. 88 And other seed fell on good
ground, and it yielded grain that sprang up and in-
creased by thirty, sixty, or a hundred times as much.”

99 Then He said to them, “He who has ears to hear, let
him hear.”

The Purpose of the ParThe Purpose of the Parablesables
Mt 13:10–17; Lk 8:9–10

1010 When He was alone, those who were around Him
with the twelve asked Him about the parable. 1111 He
said to them, “To you is given the secret of the king-
dom of God, but to those who are outside, everything
is said in parables, 1212 so that
‘seeing they may see, and not perceive,
and hearing they may hear and not understand;

lest they should turn, and their sins be forgiven
them.’ †† ”

The ParThe Parable of the Soable of the Sower Explainedwer Explained
Mt 13:18–23; Lk 8:11–15

1313 Then He said to them, “Do you not understand this
parable? How then will you understand all the para-
bles? 1414 The sower sows the word. 1515 These are those
beside the path, where the word is sown. But when
they hear, Satan comes immediately and takes away
the word which is sown in their hearts. 1616 Others, like-
wise, are seed sown on rocky ground, who, when they
hear the word, immediately receive it with gladness, 1717

but have no root in themselves, and so endure for a
time. Afterward, when affliction or persecution rises
for the word’s sake, immediately they fall away. 1818 And
others are seed sown among thorns, the ones who
hear the word. 1919 But the cares of this world, and the
deceitfulness of riches, and the desires for other
things entering in choke the word, and it proves un-
fruitful. 2020 Still others are seed sown on good ground,
those who hear the word, and receive it, and bear
fruit: thirty, sixty, or a hundred times as much.”

A Light Under a BasketA Light Under a Basket
Lk 8:16–18

2121 He said to them, “Is a candle brought to be put un-
der a basket or under a bed and not to be set on a
candlestick? 2222 For there is nothing hidden except to
be revealed; neither is anything kept secret except to
be proclaimed. 2323 If anyone has ears to hear, let him
hear.”

2424 He said to them, “Take heed what you hear. The
measure you give will be measured for you, and to
you who hear will more be given. 2525 For to him who
has will more be given. And from him who has not will
be taken, even what he has.”

† Isa 6:9–10.

The ParThe Parable of the Grable of the Groowing Seedwing Seed
2626 He said, “The kingdom of God is like a man who

scatters seed on the ground. 2727 He sleeps and rises
night and day, and the seed sprouts and grows; he
does not know how. 2828 For the earth bears fruit by it-
self: first the blade, then the head, then the full seed in
the head. 2929 But when the grain is ripe, immediately
he applies the sickle because the harvest has come.”

The ParThe Parable of the Mustarable of the Mustard Seedd Seed
Mt 13:31–32; Lk 13:18–19

3030 He said, “To what shall we liken the kingdom of
God, or with what parable shall we compare it? 3131 It is
like a grain of mustard seed which, when it is sown in
the ground, is the smallest seed on earth. 3232 Yet when
it is sown, it grows up and becomes greater than all
shrubs, and shoots out great branches, so that the
birds of the air may nest in its shade.”

The Use of ParThe Use of Parablesables
Mt 13:34–35

3333 With many such parables He spoke the word to
them as they were able to hear it. 3434 Without a parable
He did not speak to them. But when they were alone,
He expounded on all things to His disciples.

The Calming of a StormThe Calming of a Storm
Mt 8:23–27; Lk 8:22–25

3535 That same day, when the evening came, He said to
them, “Let us go cross to the other side.” 3636 When they
had sent the crowd away, they took Him in the boat
just as He was. There were also other little boats with
Him. 3737 A great wind storm arose, and the waves
splashed into the boat, so that it was now filling the
boat. 3838 He was in the stern asleep on a pillow. They
woke Him and said, “Teacher, do You not care that we
are perishing?”

3939 He rose and rebuked the wind, and said to the sea,
“Peace, be still!” Then the wind ceased and there was a
great calm.

4040 He said to them, “Why are you so fearful? How is
that you have no faith?”

4141 They feared greatly and said to one another, “What
kind of Man is He, that even the wind and the sea obey
Him?”

The Healing of the GadarThe Healing of the Gadarene Demoniacene Demoniac
Mt 8:28–34; Lk 8:26–39

They went to the other side of the sea to the re-
gion of the Gadarenes. 22 When He had come out

of the boat, immediately a man with an unclean spirit
came out of the tombs and met Him. 33 He lived among
the tombs. And no one could constrain him, not even
with chains, 44 because he had often been bound with
shackles and chains. But he had pulled the chains
apart and broken the shackles to pieces. And no one
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could subdue him. 55 Always, night and day, he was in
the mountains and in the tombs, crying out and cut-
ting himself with stones.

66 But when he saw Jesus afar off, he ran up and
kneeled before Him, 77 and cried out with a loud voice,
“What have You to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most
High God? I adjure You by God, do not torment me.”
88 For Jesus said to him, “Come out of the man, you un-
clean spirit!”

99 Then He asked him, “What is your name?”
He answered, “My name is Legion. For we are many.”

1010 And he begged Him repeatedly not to send them
away out of the country.

1111 Now there was a great herd of swine feeding near
the mountains. 1212 All the demons pleaded with Him,
asking, “Send us to the swine, so that we may enter
them.” 1313 At once, Jesus gave them leave. Then the un-
clean spirits came out and entered the swine. And the
herd, numbering about two thousand, ran wildly down
a steep hill into the sea and were drowned in the sea.

1414 Those who fed the swine fled and reported it in the
city and in the country. And people went out to see
what it was that had happened. 1515 They came to Jesus
and saw him who had been possessed with the legion
of demons sitting and clothed and in his right mind.
And they were afraid. 1616 Those who saw it told them
how it befell him who had been possessed with the
demons and also concerning the swine. 1717 Then they
began to plead with Him to depart out of their region.

1818 When He entered the boat, he who had been pos-
sessed with the demons prayed Him that he might be
with Him. 1919 Jesus did not let him, but said to him, “Go
home to your friends and tell them what great things
the Lord has done for you and how He has had com-
passion on you.” 2020 So he departed and began to pro-
claim in the Decapolis †† what great things Jesus had
done for him. And everyone was amazed.

Jairus’ Daughter and the WJairus’ Daughter and the Woman Who Toman Who Touched Jesus’ouched Jesus’
GarmentGarment

Mt 9:18–26; Lk 8:40–56

2121 When Jesus had crossed again by boat to the other
side, many people gathered to Him. And He was be-
side the sea. 2222 One of the rulers of the synagogue,
named Jairus, saw Jesus and came and fell at His feet
2323 and earnestly asked Him, “My little daughter is lying
at the point of death. I ask You, come and lay Your
hands on her, so that she may be healed. And she will
live.” 2424 So Jesus went with him.

And many people followed Him and pressed in on
Him. 2525 And a certain woman had a hemorrhage for
twelve years, 2626 and had suffered much under many
physicians. She had spent all that she had, and was
not better but rather grew worse. 2727 When she had
heard of Jesus, she came in the crowd behind Him and
touched His garment. 2828 For she said, “If I may touch
His garments, I shall be healed.” 2929 And immediately

† The Ten Cities.

her hemorrhage dried up, and she felt in her body
that she was healed of the affliction.

3030 At once, Jesus knew within Himself that power had
gone out of Him. He turned around in the crowd and
said, “Who touched My garments?”

3131 His disciples said to Him, “You see the crowd press-
ing against You, and You say, ‘Who touched Me?’ ”

3232 And He looked around to see her who had done it.
3333 But the woman, fearing and trembling, knowing
what had happened to her, came and fell down before
Him and told Him the entire truth. 3434 He said to her,
“Daughter, your faith has made you well. Go in peace,
and be healed of your affliction.”

3535 While He was still speaking, some came from the
house of the synagogue ruler and said, “Your daugh-
ter is dead. Why trouble the Teacher any further?”

3636 As soon as Jesus heard the word that was spoken,
He said to the ruler of the synagogue, “Do not be
afraid, only believe.”

3737 He let no one follow Him, except Peter, and James,
and John the brother of James. 3838 He came to the
house of the ruler of the synagogue, and saw the tu-
mult, and those who wept and wailed loudly. 3939 When
He came in, He said to them, “Why make this uproar
and weep? The girl is not dead, but sleeping.” 4040 They
laughed at Him in ridicule.

But when He had put them all out, He took the fa-
ther and the mother of the girl and those who were
with Him and entered where the girl was lying. 4141 He
took the girl by the hand and said to her, “ Talitha cu-
mi, ” which means, “Little girl, I say to you, arise.” 4242 Im-
mediately the girl arose and walked, for she was
twelve years of age. And they were greatly astonished.
4343 He strictly ordered them to let no one know of it and
directed them to give her something to eat.

The Rejection of Jesus at NazarThe Rejection of Jesus at Nazaretheth
Mt 13:53–58; Lk 4:16–30

He went away from there and came into His own
country. And His disciples followed Him. 22 When

the Sabbath came, He began to teach in the syna-
gogue. And many hearing Him were astonished, say-
ing, “Where did this Man get this? What is this wisdom
that is given Him, that even miracles are done by His
hands? 33 Is this not the carpenter, the Son of Mary and
the brother of James and Joseph and Judas and Si-
mon? Are not His sisters here with us?” And they took
offense at Him.

44 Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not without honor,
except in his own country, and among his own rela-
tives, and in his own house.” 55 He could not do any
miracles there, except that He laid His hands on a few
sick people and healed them. 66 And He was amazed
because of their unbelief.
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The Mission of the TThe Mission of the Twelvewelve
Mt 10:1, 5–15; Lk 9:1–6

Then He went to the surrounding villages, teaching.
77 He called to Him the twelve, and began to send them
out two by two, and gave them authority over unclean
spirits.

88 He commanded them to take nothing for their jour-
ney except a staff: no bag, no bread, and no money in
their purse, 99 but to wear sandals, and not put on two
tunics. 1010 He said to them, “Wherever you enter a
house, remain there until you depart from that place.
1111 And whoever will not receive you or hear you, when
you depart from there, shake the dust off your feet as
a testimony against them. Truly I say to you, it will be
more tolerable for Sodom and Gomorrah on the Day
of Judgment than for that city.”

1212 So they went out and preached that men should
repent. 1313 And they cast out many demons and anoint-
ed with oil many who were sick and healed them.

The Death of John the BaptistThe Death of John the Baptist
Mt 14:1–12; Lk 9:7–9

1414 King Herod heard of Him, for His name was spread
publicly. He said, “John the Baptist has been raised
from the dead, and therefore these miracles are at
work in him.”

1515 But others said, “He is Elijah.”
And yet others said, “He is the Prophet, or like one of

the prophets.”
1616 But when Herod heard of it, he said, “It is John,

whom I beheaded. He has been raised from the dead!”
1717 Herod had sent and seized John and bound him in

prison for the sake of Herodias, his brother Philip’s
wife, for he had married her. 1818 For John said to Herod,
“It is not lawful for you to have your brother’s wife.”
1919 So Herodias had a grudge against him and would
have killed him, but she could not, 2020 for Herod feared
John, knowing that he was a righteous and holy man,
and protected him. When he heard him, he was great-
ly perplexed, but heard him gladly.

2121 But a convenient day came when Herod on his
birthday prepared a ceremonial dinner for his lords
and commanding officers and leading men of Galilee.
2222 When the daughter of Herodias came in and danced
and pleased Herod and those who sat with him, the
king said to the girl, “Ask of me whatever you desire,
and I will give it to you.” 2323 And he swore to her, “What-
ever you ask of me, I will give you, up to half of my
kingdom.”

2424 She went out and said to her mother, “What shall I
ask?”

She said, “The head of John the Baptist.”
2525 She came in immediately with haste to the king

and asked, “I want you to give me the head of John the
Baptist on a platter at once.”

2626 The king was extremely sorrowful. Yet for the sake
of his oath and those who sat with him, he would not

reject her. 2727 So the king immediately sent an execu-
tioner and commanded his head to be brought. He
went and beheaded him in the prison, 2828 and brought
his head on a platter, and gave it to the girl. And the
girl gave it to her mother. 2929 When his disciples heard
of it, they came and took up his corpse and laid it in a
tomb.

The Feeding of the Five ThousandThe Feeding of the Five Thousand
Mt 14:13–21; Lk 9:10–17; Jn 6:1–14

3030 The apostles met with Jesus and told him every-
thing, both what they had done and what they had
taught. 3131 Then He said to them, “Come away by your-
selves to a remote place and rest a while,” for many
were coming and going, and they had no leisure even
to eat.

3232 So they went into a remote place privately by boat.
3333 But the people saw them departing, and many knew
Him and ran there on foot out of every city. They ar-
rived first and came together to Him. 3434 When Jesus
came out and saw many people, He was moved with
compassion on them, because they were like sheep
without a shepherd. And He began to teach them
many things.

3535 When the day was now getting late, His disciples
came to Him and said, “This is a remote place, and
now the time is passing. 3636 Send them away into the
surrounding country and villages to buy themselves
bread, for they have nothing to eat.”

3737 But He answered, “You give them something to
eat.”

They said to Him, “Shall we go and buy two hundred
denarii †† worth of bread and give it to them to eat?”

3838 He said to them, “How many loaves have you? Go
and see.”

When they found out, they said, “Five, and two fish.”
3939 Then He commanded them to make everyone sit

down by companies on the green grass. 4040 So they sat
down in ranks, by hundreds and by fifties. 4141 When He
had taken the five loaves and the two fish, He looked
up to heaven, and blessed and broke the loaves, and
gave them to His disciples to set before them. And He
divided the two fish among them all. 4242 They all ate
and were filled. 4343 And they took up twelve baskets full
of the fragments and of the fish. 4444 Those who ate of
the loaves were about five thousand men.

WWalking on the Walking on the Waterater
Mt 14:22–33; Jn 6:15–21

4545 Immediately He compelled His disciples to get into
the boat and to go before Him to the other side, to
Bethsaida, while He sent the crowd away. 4646 When He
had sent them away, He departed to a mountain to
pray.

4747 When evening came, the boat was in the midst of
the sea. And He was alone on the land. 4848 He saw them
straining at rowing, for the wind was against them.

† Eight months’ wages.
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About the fourth watch of the night He came to them,
walking on the sea and would have passed by them.
4949 But when they saw Him walking on the sea, they
supposed it was a ghost, and cried out. 5050 For they all
saw Him and were troubled.

Immediately He spoke to them and said, “Be of good
cheer, it is I. Do not be afraid.” 5151 Then He went up to
them in the boat and the wind ceased. They were
greatly astonished in themselves beyond measure,
and wondered. 5252 For they had not comprehended the
miracle of the loaves, for their hearts were hardened.

The Healing of the Sick in GennesarThe Healing of the Sick in Gennesaretet
Mt 14:34–36

5353 When they had crossed over, they came to the land
of Gennesaret and anchored on the shore. 5454 When
they had come out of the boat, immediately the peo-
ple recognized Him, 5555 and ran throughout the sur-
rounding region, and began to carry the sick on beds
to wherever they heard He was. 5656 And wherever He
entered, into villages, cities, or the country, they laid
the sick in the marketplaces and pleaded with Him
that they might touch even the fringe of His garment.
And as many as touched Him were healed.

The TThe Trradition of the Eldersadition of the Elders
Mt 15:1–20

The Pharisees and certain scribes who came from
Jerusalem gathered around Him. 22 When they saw

some of His disciples eat bread with defiled, that is, rit-
ually unwashed hands, they found fault. 33 For the
Pharisees and all the Jews, unless they wash their
hands ritually, do not eat, keeping the tradition of the
elders. 44 When they come from the market, unless they
wash, they do not eat. And there are many other tradi-
tions which they have received and observe, such as
the washing of cups and pitchers and bronze vessels
and dining couches.

55 So the Pharisees and scribes asked Him, “Why do
Your disciples not live according to the tradition of the
elders, but eat bread with unwashed hands?”

66 He answered, “Well has Isaiah prophesied of you
hypocrites, as it is written:
‘These people honor Me with their lips,
but their hearts are far from Me.

77 In vain do they worship Me,
teaching as doctrines the precepts of men.’ ††

88 For laying aside the commandment of God, you hold
the tradition of men—the washing of pitchers and
cups, and many other such things you do.”

99 And He said to them, “You full well reject the com-
mandment of God so that you may keep your own tra-
dition. 1010 For Moses said, ‘Honor your father and your
mother,’ †††† and, ‘Whoever curses father or mother, let
him be put to death.’ ‡‡1111 But you say, ‘If a man says to
his father or mother, “It is Corban,” that is to say,
“What you would have profited from me is a gift to

† Isa 29:13. †† Ex 20:12; Dt 5:16. ‡ Ex 21:17; Lev 20:9.

God,” he shall be free.’ 1212 Then you no longer let him
do anything for his father or his mother, 1313 making the
word of God of no effect through your tradition, which
you have delivered. And you do many similar things.”

1414 When He had called all the people to Him, He said,
“Listen to Me, every one of you, and understand: 1515

There is nothing from outside a man that by entering
him can defile him. But the things which come out of
the man are what defile him. 1616 If anyone has ears to
hear, let him hear.”

1717 When He had left the people and entered the
house, His disciples asked Him concerning the para-
ble. 1818 He said to them, “Are you so without under-
standing also? Do you not know that anything from
the outside that enters a man cannot defile him, 1919 be-
cause it does not enter his heart, but into his stomach,
and goes out into the sewer, thus purifying all foods?”

2020 And He said, “What comes out of a man is what de-
files a man. 2121 For from within, out of the heart of
men, proceed evil thoughts, adultery, fornication,
murder, 2222 theft, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, li-
centiousness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride and fool-
ishness. 2323 All these evil things come from within and
defile a man.”

The SyrThe Syrophoenician Wophoenician Womanoman’’s Faiths Faith
Mt 15:21–28

2424 From there He arose and went to the region of
Tyre and Sidon. He entered a house and would have
no one know it. Yet He could not be hidden. 2525 For a
certain woman, whose young daughter had an un-
clean spirit, heard of Him, and came and fell at His
feet. 2626 The woman was a Greek, a Syrophoenician by
race. And she begged Him to cast the demon out of
her daughter.

2727 Jesus said to her, “Let the children first be filled.
For it is not fitting to take the children’s bread and
throw it to the dogs.”

2828 She answered, “Yes, Lord. Yet the dogs under the
table eat the children’s crumbs.”

2929 Then He said to her, “For this answer, go your way.
The demon has gone out of your daughter.”

3030 When she had come to her house, she found the
demon had gone out, and her daughter lying on the
bed.

The Deaf and Mute Man HealedThe Deaf and Mute Man Healed
3131 Again, departing from the region of Tyre and

Sidon, He came to the Sea of Galilee, through the re-
gion of the Decapolis. 3232 They brought to Him one who
was deaf and had difficulty speaking. And they plead-
ed with Him to put His hand on him.

3333 He took him aside from the crowd, and put His fin-
gers into his ears, and spat and touched his tongue.
3434 Looking up to heaven, He sighed, and said to him, “
Ephphatha ,” that is, “Be opened.” 3535 Immediately his
ears were opened, and the impediment of his tongue
was loosened, and he spoke correctly.
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3636 He ordered them to tell no one. But the more He
ordered them, the more they greatly proclaimed it.
3737 They were astonished beyond measure, saying, “He
has done all things well. He makes both the deaf to
hear and the mute to speak.”

The Feeding of the Four ThousandThe Feeding of the Four Thousand
Mt 15:32–39

In those days, the crowds being very great with
nothing to eat, Jesus called His disciples to Him

and said to them, 22 “I have compassion on the crowd,
because they have now been with Me three days and
have nothing to eat. 33 If I send them away fasting to
their own houses, they will faint on the way, for some
of them have come from afar.”

44 His disciples answered, “Where can one get bread
to feed these men here in the wilderness?”

55 He asked them, “How many loaves do you have?”
They said, “Seven.”
66 He commanded the people to sit down on the

ground. Taking the seven loaves and giving thanks, He
broke them and gave them to His disciples to serve.
And they served the crowd. 77 And they had a few small
fish. And blessing them, He commanded that these al-
so be served them. 88 So they ate and were filled. And
they collected seven baskets of the broken pieces that
were left. 99 There were about four thousand who had
eaten, and He sent them away. 1010 He immediately en-
tered a boat with His disciples and came to the region
of Dalmanutha.

The Demand for a SignThe Demand for a Sign
Mt 16:1–4

1111 The Pharisees came up and began to debate with
Him, seeking from Him a sign from heaven to test
Him. 1212 He sighed deeply in His spirit and said, “Why
does this generation look for a sign? Truly I say to you,
no sign shall be given to this generation.” 1313 Then He
left them and, entering the boat again, departed to
the other side.

The YThe Yeast of the Pharisees and of Hereast of the Pharisees and of Herodod
Mt 16:5–12

1414 Now the disciples had forgotten to take bread and
did not have more than one loaf with them in the
boat. 1515 He warned them, “Take heed. Beware of the
yeast of the Pharisees and the yeast of Herod.”

1616 They reasoned among themselves, saying, “It is
because we have no bread.”

1717 Being aware of it, Jesus said to them, “Why do you
reason that you have no bread? Do you still not per-
ceive or understand? Are your hearts still hardened? 1818

Having eyes, do you not see? Having ears, do you not
hear? †† And do you not remember? 1919 When I broke
the five loaves for the five thousand, how many bas-
kets full of broken pieces did you collect?”

† Jer 5:21; Isa 6:9–10.

They said to Him, “Twelve.”
2020 “And the seven among the four thousand, how

many baskets full of broken pieces did you collect?”
They said, “Seven.”
2121 He said to them, “Do you still not understand?”

The Healing of a Blind Man at BethsaidaThe Healing of a Blind Man at Bethsaida
2222 He came to Bethsaida. And they brought a blind

man to Him and entreated Him to touch him. 2323 He
took the blind man by the hand and led him out of the
town. When He had spit on his eyes and put His hands
on him, He asked him, “Do you see anything?”

2424 He looked up and said, “I see men as trees, walk-
ing.”

2525 Then again He put His hands on his eyes and
made him look up. And he was restored and saw
everyone clearly. 2626 He sent him home away to his
house, saying, “Neither go into the town, nor tell it to
anyone in the town.”

PeterPeter’’s Declars Declaration About Jesusation About Jesus
Mt 16:13–20; Lk 9:18–21

2727 Jesus and His disciples went out into the towns of
Caesarea Philippi. On the way He asked His disciples,
“Who do men say that I am?”

2828 They answered, “John the Baptist, but some say,
Elijah; and others, one of the prophets.”

2929 He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?”
Peter answered Him, “You are the Christ.”
3030 He warned them that they should tell no one

about Him.

Jesus ForJesus Foretells His Death and Resurretells His Death and Resurrectionection
Mt 16:21–18; Lk 9:22–27

3131 He began to teach them that the Son of Man must
suffer many things, and be rejected by the elders and
the chief priests and the scribes, and be killed, and af-
ter three days rise again. 3232 He said this openly. And
Peter took Him and began to rebuke Him.

3333 But when He had turned around and looked at His
disciples, He rebuked Peter, saying, “Get behind Me,
Satan! For you are not mindful of the things of God,
but the things of men.”

3434 When He had called the people to Him, with His
disciples, He said to them, “If any man would come af-
ter Me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and
follow Me. 3535 For whoever would save his life will lose
it. But whoever would lose his life for My sake and the
gospel’s will save it. 3636 For what does it profit a man if
he gains the whole world and loses his own soul? 3737 Or
what will a man give in exchange for his soul? 3838 Who-
ever therefore is ashamed of Me and of My words in
this adulterous and sinful generation, of him will the
Son of Man also be ashamed when He comes in the
glory of His Father with the holy angels.”
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99 And He said to them, “Truly I say to you, there are
some standing here who will not taste death be-

fore they see the kingdom of God come with power.”

The TThe Trransfiguransfigurationation
Mt 17:1–13; Lk 9:28–36

22 After six days Jesus took with Him Peter and James
and John and led them up a high mountain, alone by
themselves. And He was transfigured before them.
33 His garments became shiny, extremely white as
snow, such as no launderer on earth could whiten
them. 44 And there appeared to them Elijah with Moses.
And they were talking with Jesus.

55 Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, it is good for us to be
here. Let us make three sanctuaries: one for You, and
one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 66 For he did not
know what to say, because they were very afraid.

77 Then a cloud overshadowed them, and a voice
came out of the cloud, saying, “This is My beloved Son.
Listen to Him.”

88 Suddenly, when they looked around, they no longer
saw anyone with them except Jesus only.

99 As they came down the mountain, He warned them
to tell no one what they had seen, until the Son of Man
had risen from the dead. 1010 They kept that statement
to themselves, questioning each other what the rising
from the dead meant.

1111 And they asked Him, “Why do the scribes say that
Elijah must first come?”

1212 He answered, “Elijah indeed comes first to restore
all things. Yet how is it written of the Son of Man that
He should suffer many things and be treated with con-
tempt? 1313 But I say to you that Elijah has indeed come,
and they have done to him whatever they wished, as it
is written of him.”

The Healing of a BoThe Healing of a Boy With an Unclean Spirity With an Unclean Spirit
Mt 17:14–20; Lk 9:37–43

1414 When He came to His other disciples, He saw a
great crowd around them, and the scribes disputing
with them. 1515 Immediately when all the people saw
Him, they were greatly amazed, and running to Him,
greeted Him.

1616 He asked the scribes, “What are you debating with
them?”

1717 One in the crowd answered, “Teacher, I brought
You my son, who has a mute spirit. 1818 Wherever it
takes hold on him, it dashes him to the ground. And
he foams at the mouth and gnashes with his teeth and
becomes rigid. And I told Your disciples so that they
would cast it out, but they could not.”

1919 He answered, “O faithless generation, how long
shall I be with you? How long shall I bear with you?
Bring him to Me.”

2020 So they brought the boy to Him. When he saw
Him, immediately the spirit dashed him, and he fell on
the ground and wallowed, foaming at the mouth.

2121 He asked his father, “How long has it been since it
came to him?”

He said, “From childhood. 2222 Often it has thrown him
into the fire and into the water to kill him. But if You
can do anything, have compassion on us and help us.”

2323 Jesus said, “If you can believe, all things are possi-
ble to him who believes.”

2424 Immediately the father of the child cried out with
tears, “Lord, I believe. Help my unbelief!”

2525 When Jesus saw that the people came running to-
gether, He rebuked the foul spirit, saying to it, “You
mute and deaf spirit, I command you, come out of
him, and enter him no more.”

2626 The spirit cried out and convulsed him greatly. But
it came out of him, and he was as dead, so that many
said, “He is dead.” 2727 But Jesus took him by the hand
and lifted him up, and he arose.

2828 When He had entered the house, His disciples
asked Him privately, “Why could we not cast it out?”

2929 He said to them, “This kind cannot come out ex-
cept by prayer and fasting.”

Jesus Again ForJesus Again Foretells His Death and Resurretells His Death and Resurrectionection
Mt 17:22–23; Lk 9:43b–45

3030 They departed from there and passed through
Galilee, and He did not want anyone to know it. 3131 For
He was teaching His disciples, saying, “The Son of Man
will be delivered into the hands of men, and they will
kill Him. After He is killed, He will rise the third day.”
3232 But they did not understand the teaching and were
afraid to ask Him.

Who Is the GrWho Is the Greatest?eatest?
Mt 18:1–5; Lk 9:46–48

3333 He came to Capernaum. And being in the house,
He asked them, “What was it that you disputed among
yourselves on the way?” 3434 But they kept silent, for on
the way they had disputed among themselves who
was the greatest.

3535 He sat down and called the twelve. And He said to
them, “If anyone desires to be first, he must be last of
all and servant of all.”

3636 He took a child and set him in their midst. And
when He had taken him in His arms, He said to them,
3737 “Whoever receives one of these children in My
name receives Me. And whoever receives Me receives
not Me, but Him who sent Me.”

He Who Is Not Against Us Is for UsHe Who Is Not Against Us Is for Us
Lk 9:49–50

3838 John answered Him, “Teacher, we saw one who
does not follow us casting out demons in Your name,
and we forbade him because he was not following us.”

3939 But Jesus said, “Do not forbid him, for no one who
does a miracle in My name can quickly speak evil of
Me. 4040 For he who is not against us is for us. 4141 Truly I
say to you, whoever gives you a cup of water to drink
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in My name, because you belong to Christ, will not
lose his reward.

TTemptations to Sinemptations to Sin
Mt 18:6–9; Lk 17:1–2

4242 “Whoever causes one of these little ones who be-
lieve in Me to sin, it would be better for him if a mill-
stone were hung around his neck and he were thrown
into the sea. 4343 If your hand causes you to sin, cut it
off. It is better for you to enter life maimed than with
two hands to go into hell, into the fire that shall never
be quenched, 4444 where
‘their worm does not die,
and the fire is not quenched.’ ††

4545 And if your foot causes you to sin, cut it off. It is bet-
ter for you to enter life lame than with two feet to be
thrown into hell, into the fire that shall never be
quenched, 4646 where
‘their worm does not die,
and the fire is not quenched.’ ††††

4747 And if your eye causes you to sin, pluck it out. It is
better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one
eye than with two eyes to be thrown into the fire of
hell, 4848 where
‘their worm does not die,
and the fire is not quenched.’ ‡‡

4949 Everyone will be salted with fire, and every sacrifice
will be salted with salt.

5050 “Salt is good. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how
will you season it? Have salt in yourselves, and have
peace with one another.”

TTeaching About Divoreaching About Divorcece
Mt 19:1–12

He arose and went from there to the region of
Judea to the other side of the Jordan, and the

people came to Him again. And again, as was His cus-
tom, He taught them.

22 The Pharisees came to test Him, asking, “Is it lawful
for a man to divorce his wife?”

33 He answered them, “What did Moses command
you?”

44 They said, “Moses permitted a man to write a cer-
tificate of divorce and to divorce her.”

55 Jesus answered them, “Due to the hardness of your
heart he wrote you this precept. 66 But from the begin-
ning of the creation, God ‘made them male and fe-
male.’ ‡†‡†77 ‘For this cause shall a man leave his father
and mother, and cleave to his wife, 88 and the two shall
be one flesh.’ ‡‡‡‡ So then they are no longer two, but
one flesh. 99 What therefore God has joined together,
let not man put asunder.”

1010 In the house His disciples asked Him concerning
this matter again. 1111 He said to them, “Whoever di-
vorces his wife and marries another commits adultery

† Isa 66:24. †† Isa 66:24. ‡ Isa 66:24. ‡† Ge 1:27. ‡‡
Ge 2:24.

against her. 1212 And if a woman divorces her husband
and marries another, she commits adultery.”

Little ChildrLittle Children Blesseden Blessed
Mt 19:13–18; Lk 18:15–17

1313 They brought young children to Him, that He
might touch them. But the disciples rebuked those
who brought them. 1414 But when Jesus saw it, He was
very displeased and said to them, “Allow the little chil-
dren to come to Me, and do not forbid them, for of
such is the kingdom of God. 1515 Truly I say to you, who-
ever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little
child shall not enter it.” 1616 And He took them up in His
arms, put His hands on them, and blessed them.

The Rich ManThe Rich Man
Mt 19:16–30; Lk 18:18–30

1717 When He set out on His way, a man came running
and knelt before Him, and asked Him, “Good Teacher,
what must I do to inherit eternal life?”

1818 He said to him, “Why do you call Me good? No one
is good, except God alone. 1919 You know the command-
ments, Do not commit adultery, Do not murder, Do
not steal, Do not bear false witness, Do not defraud,
Honor your father and mother. ‡‡†‡‡† ”

2020 He answered Him, “Teacher, all these have I ob-
served from my youth.”

2121 Then Jesus, looking upon him, loved him and said
to him, “You lack one thing: Go your way, sell whatever
you have and give to the poor, and you will have trea-
sure in heaven. And come, take up the cross and fol-
low Me.”

2222 He was saddened by that word, and he went away
grieving. For he had many possessions.

2323 Jesus looked around and said to His disciples,
“How hard it will be for those who have wealth to en-
ter the kingdom of God!”

2424 The disciples were astonished at His words. But Je-
sus answered again, “Children, how hard it is for those
who trust in riches to enter the kingdom of God! 2525 It
is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle
than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.”

2626 They were astonished beyond measure, saying
among themselves, “Who then can be saved?”

2727 Jesus, looking at them, said, “With men it is impos-
sible, but not with God. For with God all things are
possible.”

2828 Peter began to say to Him, “Look, we have left
everything and have followed You.”

2929 Jesus answered, “Truly I say to you, there is no one
who has left a house or brothers or sisters or father or
mother or wife or children or fields, for My sake and
for the gospel’s sake, 3030 who shall not receive a hun-
dred times as much now in this age, houses and
brothers and sisters and mothers and children and
fields, with persecution, and in the age to come, eter-

‡‡† Ex 20:12–16; Dt 5:16–20.
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nal life. 3131 But many who are first will be last, and the
last first.”

Jesus ForJesus Foretells His Death and Resurretells His Death and Resurrection a Thirection a Thirdd
TimeTime

Mt 20:17–19; Lk 18:31–34

3232 They were on the way, going up to Jerusalem, and
Jesus went ahead of them. And they were amazed, and
those who followed were afraid. Again, He took the
twelve aside and began to tell them what would hap-
pen to Him, 3333 saying, “Listen! We are going up to
Jerusalem. The Son of Man will be handed over to the
chief priests and the scribes, and they will condemn
Him to death and hand Him over to the Gentiles. 3434

They will mock Him, and scourge Him, and spit on
Him, and kill Him. Then after three days He will rise.”

The Request of James and JohnThe Request of James and John
Mt 20:20–28

3535 Then James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came
to Him, saying, “Teacher, we want that whatever we
may ask, You would do for us.”

3636 He said to them, “What do you want Me to do for
you?”

3737 They said to Him, “Grant us to sit, one at Your right
hand and the other at Your left hand, in Your glory.”

3838 But Jesus said to them, “You do not know what you
are asking. Can you drink the cup that I drink and be
baptized with the baptism with which I am baptized?”

3939 They said to Him, “We can.”
Jesus said to them, “You will indeed drink the cup

that I drink and be baptized with the baptism with
which I am baptized. 4040 But to sit at My right hand or
at My left hand is not Mine to grant. It is for those for
whom it has been prepared.”

4141 When the ten heard it, they began to be very dis-
pleased with James and John. 4242 But Jesus called them
together, and said, “You know that those who are ap-
pointed to rule over the Gentiles lord it over them, and
their great ones exercise authority over them. 4343 But it
shall not be so among you. Whoever would be great
among you must be your servant, 4444 and whoever
among you would be greatest must be servant of all.
4545 For even the Son of Man came not to be served, but
to serve, and to give His life as a ransom for many.”

The Healing of Blind BartimaeusThe Healing of Blind Bartimaeus
Mt 20:29–34; Lk 18:35–43

4646 Then they came to Jericho. And as He went out of
Jericho with His disciples and a great number of peo-
ple, blind Bartimaeus, the son of Timaeus, sat along
the way begging. 4747 When he heard that it was Jesus of
Nazareth, he began to cry out, “Jesus, Son of David,
have mercy on me!”

4848 Many ordered him to keep silent. But he cried out
even more, “Son of David, have mercy on me!”

4949 Jesus stood still and commanded him to be called.

So they called the blind man, saying, “Be of good
comfort. Rise, He is calling you.”

5050 Throwing aside his garment, he rose and came to
Jesus. 5151 Jesus answered him, “What do you want Me to
do for you?”

The blind man said to Him, “Rabbi, that I might re-
ceive my sight.”

5252 Jesus said to him, “Go your way. Your faith has
made you well.” Immediately he received his sight and
followed Jesus on the way.

The TThe Triumphant Entry Into Jerusalemriumphant Entry Into Jerusalem
Mt 21:1–11; Lk 19:28–40; Jn 12:12–19

When they drew near Jerusalem and came to
Bethphage and Bethany at the Mount of Olives,

He sent out two of His disciples 22 and said to them, “Go
into the village opposite you. As soon as you enter it,
you will find a colt tied, on which no one has ever sat.
Untie it and bring it here. 33 If anyone says to you, ‘Why
are you doing this?’ say ‘The Lord has need of it,’ and
immediately he will send it here.”

44 They went their way and found the colt tied by the
door outside on the street. And they untied it. 55 Some
of those who stood there said to them, “What are you
doing untying the colt?” 66 They answered just as Jesus
had commanded. And they let them go. 77 They
brought the colt to Jesus and threw their garments on
it. And He sat upon it. 88 Many spread their garments
on the street. And others cut down branches off the
trees and scattered them on the street. 99 Those who
went before and those who followed cried out, saying:
“Hosanna!
‘Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!’ ††
1010 Blessed is the kingdom of our father David that is

coming in the name of the Lord!
Hosanna in the highest!”
1111 Jesus entered Jerusalem and went into the temple.

When He had looked around at everything, as the
hour was now late, He went out to Bethany with the
twelve.

The Cursing of the Fig TThe Cursing of the Fig Trreeee
Mt 21:18–19

1212 On the next day when they had returned from
Bethany, He was hungry. 1313 Seeing from afar a fig tree
with leaves, He went to see if perhaps He might find
anything on it. When He came to it, He found nothing
except leaves, for it was not the season for figs. 1414 Je-
sus said to it, “May no one ever eat fruit from you
again.” And His disciples heard it.

The Cleansing of the TThe Cleansing of the Templeemple
Mt 21:12–17; Lk 19:45–48; Jn 2:13–22

1515 And they came to Jerusalem. Jesus went into the
temple and began to drive out those who sold and
bought in the temple, and He overturned the tables of

† Ps 118:26.
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the moneychangers and the seats of those who sold
doves. 1616 And He would not allow anyone to carry any
vessel through the temple. 1717 And He taught them, and
said, “Is it not written, ‘My house shall be called a
house of prayer for all nations’ †† ? But you have made
it a ‘den of thieves.’ †††† ”

1818 The scribes and chief priests heard it and looked
for a way to kill Him. For they feared Him, because all
the people were astonished at His teaching.

1919 When evening came, He went out of the city.

The Lesson FrThe Lesson From the Fig Tom the Fig Trreeee
Mt 21:20–22

2020 In the morning, as they passed by, they saw the fig
tree withered from the roots. 2121 Peter, calling to re-
membrance, said to Him, “Rabbi, look! The fig tree
which You cursed has withered away.”

2222 Jesus answered them, “Have faith in God. 2323 For
truly I say to you, whoever says to this mountain, ‘Be
removed and be thrown into the sea,’ and does not
doubt in his heart, but believes that what he says will
come to pass, he will have whatever he says. 2424 There-
fore I say to you, whatever things you ask when you
pray, believe that you will receive them, and you will
have them. 2525 And when you stand praying, forgive if
you have anything against anyone, so that your Father
who is in heaven may also forgive you your sins. 2626 But
if you do not forgive, neither will your Father who is in
heaven forgive your sins.”

The Question of Jesus’ AuthorityThe Question of Jesus’ Authority
Mt 21:23–27; Lk 20:1–8

2727 They came again to Jerusalem, and as He was
walking in the temple, the chief priests and the scribes
and the elders came to Him, 2828 and said, “By what au-
thority are You doing these things, and who gave You
this authority to do them?”

2929 Jesus answered them, “I will also ask of you one
question. Answer Me, and I will tell you by what au-
thority I do these things. 3030 Was the baptism of John
from heaven or from men? Answer Me.”

3131 They debated among themselves, saying, “If we
say, ‘From heaven,’ He will say, ‘Why then did you not
believe him?’ 3232 But if we say, ‘From men’”—they feared
the people, for everyone held John to be a real
prophet.

3333 So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.”
Jesus answered them, “Neither will I tell you by what

authority I do these things.”

The ParThe Parable of the Vineable of the Vineyaryard and the Vinedrd and the Vinedressersessers
Mt 21:33–46; Lk 20:9–10

He began to speak to them in parables. “A man
planted a vineyard, and set a hedge around it,

and dug a pit for the winepress, and built a tower, and
rented it to vinedressers, and went to a far country. 22

† Isa 56:7. †† Jer 7:11.

At harvest time he sent a servant to the vinedressers
to receive from them some of the fruit of the vineyard.
33 But they seized him and beat him and sent him away
empty-handed. 44 Then he sent another servant to
them. They threw stones at him, and wounded him in
the head, and sent him away shamefully handled. 55

Still he sent another, and they killed him. And there
were many others. Some they beat, and some they
killed.

66 “Having yet his one well-beloved son, he sent him
last to them, saying, ‘They will revere my son.’

77 “But those vinedressers said among themselves,
‘This is the heir. Come, let us kill him, and the inheri-
tance will be ours.’ 88 So they took him and killed him
and threw him out of the vineyard.

99 “What then will the owner of the vineyard do? He
will come and kill the vinedressers and give the vine-
yard to others. 1010 Have you not read this Scripture:
‘The stone which the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone.

1111 This was the Lord’s doing,
and it is marvelous in our eyes’ ‡‡ ?”

1212 Then they tried to seize Him, but feared the peo-
ple, for they knew that He had spoken the parable
against them. So they left Him and went their way.

The Question of Paying TThe Question of Paying Taxaxeses
Mt 22:15–22; Lk 20:20–26

1313 They sent to Him some of the Pharisees and some
of the Herodians to trap Him in His words. 1414 When
they came to Him, they said, “Teacher, we know that
You are true and swayed by no man. For You do not
regard the person of men, but truthfully teach the way
of God. Is it lawful to pay taxes to Caesar, or not?
1515 Should we pay, or should we not pay?”

But He, knowing their hypocrisy, said to them, “Why
test Me? Bring Me a denarius that I may see it.” 1616 They
brought it, and He said to them, “Whose image and in-
scription is this?”

They said to Him, “Caesar’s.”
1717 Then Jesus answered them, “Render to Caesar the

things that are Caesar’s, and to God the things that
are God’s.”

And they were amazed at Him.

The Question About the ResurrThe Question About the Resurrectionection
Mt 22:23–33; Lk 20:27–40

1818 Then the Sadducees, who say there is no resurrec-
tion, came to Him, saying, 1919 “Teacher, Moses wrote for
us that if a man’s brother dies and leaves his wife be-
hind, but leaves no children, that man must take the
wife and raise up children for his brother. ‡†‡†2020 Now
there were seven brothers. The first took a wife, and
when he died, he left no children. 2121 The second took
her and died, leaving no children, and the third like-
wise. 2222 The seven had her and left no children. Last of
all, the woman died too. 2323 In the resurrection, when

‡ Ps 118:22–23. ‡† Dt 25:5.
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they rise, whose wife will she be? For the seven had
her as wife.”

2424 Jesus answered them, “Do you not err, because
you know neither the Scriptures nor the power of
God? 2525 When they rise from the dead, they neither
marry nor are given in marriage, but are like angels in
heaven. 2626 Now concerning the dead rising, have you
not read in the book of Moses, in the account about
the bush, how God spoke to him, saying, ‘I am the God
of Abraham and the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob
†† ? 2727 He is not the God of the dead, but the God of the
living. You therefore do greatly err.”

The GrThe Great Commandmenteat Commandment
Mt 22:34–40; Lk 10:25–28

2828 One of the scribes came and heard them reason-
ing together. Perceiving that Jesus had answered them
well, he asked Him, “Which is the first commandment
of all?”

2929 Jesus answered him, “The first of all the command-
ments is, ‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is one Lord.
3030 You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart,
and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with
all your strength.’ †††† This is the first commandment. 3131

The second is this: ‘You shall love your neighbor as
yourself.’ ‡‡ There is no other commandment greater
than these.”

3232 The scribe said to Him, “Well said, Teacher. You
have spoken the truth, that there is one God and there
is no other but Him. 3333 To love Him with all the heart,
and with all the understanding, and with all the soul,
and with all the strength, and to love one’s neighbor
as oneself, is more than all burnt offerings and sacri-
fices.”

3434 When Jesus saw that he answered wisely, He said
to him, “You are not far from the kingdom of God.” Af-
ter that, no one dared to ask Him any question.

The Question About David’The Question About David’s Sons Son
Mt 22:41–46; Lk 20:41–44

3535 While Jesus taught in the temple, He said, “How
can the scribes say that Christ is the Son of David? 3636

David himself, speaking by the Holy Spirit, declared:
‘The Lord said to my Lord,
“Sit at My right hand,

until I put Your enemies
under Your feet.” ’ ‡†‡†

3737 David himself calls Him ‘Lord.’ How then is He his
Son?”

And the large crowd heard him gladly.

The Denouncing of the ScribesThe Denouncing of the Scribes
Mt 23:1–36; Lk 20:45–47

3838 He said to them in His teaching, “Beware of the
scribes, who love to go about in long robes and love
greetings in the marketplaces, 3939 and the prominent

† Ex 3:6. †† Dt 6:4–5. ‡ Lev 19:18. ‡† Ps 110:1.

seats in the synagogues, and the places of honor at
banquets, 4040 who devour widows’ houses and for a
pretense make long prayers. They will receive greater
condemnation.”

The WidoThe Widoww’’s Offerings Offering
Lk 21:1–4

4141 Jesus sat opposite the treasury and saw how the
people put money into the treasury. Many who were
rich put in much. 4242 But a certain poor widow came
and put in two mites, which make a farthing. ‡‡‡‡

4343 He called His disciples to Him and said to them,
“Truly I say to you, this poor widow has put in more
than all those who are contributing to the treasury. 4444

They all contributed out of their abundance. But she,
out of her poverty, put in all that she had, her entire
livelihood.”

The Destruction of the TThe Destruction of the Temple Foremple Foretoldetold
Mt 24:1–2; Lk 21:5–6

As He went out of the temple, one of His disci-
ples said to Him, “Teacher, see what great

stones and what great buildings are here.”
22 Jesus answered him, “Do you see these great build-

ings? Not one stone shall be left upon another that
shall not be thrown down.”

TTrroubles and Persecutionsoubles and Persecutions
Mt 24:3–14; Lk 21:7–19

33 As He sat on the Mount of Olives opposite the tem-
ple, Peter, James, John, and Andrew asked Him private-
ly, 44 “Tell us, when will these things happen, and what
will be the sign when all these things will be fulfilled?”

55 Jesus answered them, “Take heed lest anyone de-
ceive you. 66 Many will come in My name, saying, ‘I am
He,’ and will deceive many. 77 When you hear of wars
and rumors of wars, do not be troubled. For such
things must happen, but the end is still to come. 88 For
nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against
kingdom. And there will be earthquakes in various
places, and there will be famines and troubles. These
are the beginning of sorrows.

99 “But take heed. For they will hand you over to
councils, and in the synagogues you will be beaten.
You will be brought before rulers and kings for My
sake, as a testimony to them. 1010 And the gospel must
first be preached to all nations. 1111 But when they ar-
rest you and hand you over, take no thought before-
hand, or premeditate what you should speak. But
speak whatever is given you in that time, for it is not
you who speaks, but the Holy Spirit.

1212 “Now a brother will betray his brother to death,
and the father the son; children will rise up against
their parents, and will cause them to be put to death.
1313 You will be hated by all men for My name’s sake. But
he who endures to the end shall be saved.

‡‡ Gk. a 2 lepta. A lepton,lepton,
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The GrThe Great Teat Tribulationribulation
Mt 24:15–28; Lk 21:20–24

1414 “When you see the ‘abomination of desolation’ ††

spoken of by Daniel the prophet standing where it
should not be (let the reader understand), then let
those who are in Judea flee to the mountains. 1515 Let
him who is on the housetop not go down or enter the
house to take anything out of his house. 1616 Let him
who is in the field not turn back to take his garment.
1717 But woe to women who are pregnant and to those
who nurse in those days! 1818 Pray that your escape may
not be in winter. 1919 For in those days there will be dis-
tress as has not been from the beginning of the cre-
ation which God created to this time, nor ever shall be.
2020 “Except the Lord shortened the days, no flesh would
be saved. But for the sake of the elect, whom He
chose, He shortened the days. 2121 Then if anyone says
to you, ‘Look, here is the Christ!’ or ‘Look, there He is!’
do not believe it. 2222 For false christs and false prophets
will rise and show signs and wonders to deceive, if
possible, even the elect. 2323 But take heed. I have told
you all things beforehand.

The Coming of the Son of ManThe Coming of the Son of Man
Mt 24:29–31; Lk 21:25–28

2424 “But in those days, after that distress,
‘the sun will be darkened,
and the moon will not give her light;

2525 the stars of heaven will fall,
and the powers that are in heaven will be shaken.’ ††††

2626 “Then they will see the Son of Man coming in
clouds with great power and glory. 2727 Then He will
send His angels and gather His elect from the four
winds, from the farthest part of the earth to the far-
thest part of heaven.

The Lesson of the Fig TThe Lesson of the Fig Trreeee
Mt 24:32–35; Lk 21:29–33

2828 “Now learn a parable of the fig tree: When her
branch is yet tender and puts outs leaves, you know
that summer is near. 2929 So also, when you see these
things come to pass, know that it is near, even at the
doors. 3030 Truly I say to you, this generation will not
pass away until all these things happen. 3131 Heaven
and earth will pass away, but My words will not pass
away.

The UnknoThe Unknown Day and Hourwn Day and Hour
Mt 24:36–44

3232 “But concerning that day or hour no one knows,
not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son, but only
the Father. 3333 Take heed, watch and pray. For you do
not know when the time will come. 3434 For the Son of
Man is like a man leaving on a far journey who left his

† Da 9:27; 11:31. †† Isa 13:10; 34:4.

house and gave authority to his servants and to every
man his work, and commanded the porter to watch.

3535 “Watch therefore—for you do not know when the
master of the house is coming, in the evening, or at
midnight, or at the crowing of the rooster, or in the
morning— 3636 lest he come suddenly and find you
sleeping. 3737 What I say to you I say to all: Watch!”

The Plot to Kill JesusThe Plot to Kill Jesus
Mt 26:1–5; Lk 22:1–2; Jn 11:45–53

Now the feasts of the Passover and of Unleav-
ened Bread were two days away. And the chief

priests and the scribes looked for a way to seize Him
secretly and kill Him. 22 But they said “Not on the feast
day, lest there will be an uproar among the people.”

The Anointing at BethanyThe Anointing at Bethany
Mt 26:6–13; Jn 12:1–8

33 While He was in Bethany in the house of Simon the
leper, as He sat at supper, a woman came with an al-
abaster jar of ointment, a very costly spikenard. She
broke the jar and poured the ointment on His head.

44 There were some with indignation within them-
selves, saying, “Why was this ointment wasted? 55 It
might have been sold for more than three hundred
denarii ‡‡ and given to the poor.” And they grumbled
against her.

66 Jesus said, “Leave her alone. Why do you trouble
her? She has done a good work for Me. 77 You always
have the poor with you, and whenever you wish, you
may do good to them. But you will not always have
Me. 88 She has done what she could. She has come be-
forehand to anoint My body for burial. 99 Truly I say to
you, wherever this gospel will be preached throughout
the whole world, what she has done will also be spo-
ken of as a memorial to her.”

Judas’ AgrJudas’ Agreement to Betreement to Betray Jesusay Jesus
Mt 26:14–18; Lk 22:3–6

1010 Then Judas Iscariot, who was one of the twelve,
went to the chief priests to betray Him to them.
1111 When they heard it, they were glad and promised to
give him silver. So he looked for how he might conve-
niently betray Him.

The PassoThe Passover With the Disciplesver With the Disciples
Mt 26:17–28; Lk 22:7–14, 21–23; Jn 13:21–30

1212 On the first day of Unleavened Bread, when they
sacrificed the Passover lamb, His disciples said to Him,
“Where do You want us to prepare for You to eat the
Passover?”

1313 So He sent two of His disciples and said to them,
“Go into the city, and a man carrying a pitcher of water
will meet you there. Follow him. 1414 Wherever he en-
ters, say to the owner of the house, ‘The Teacher says,
Where is the guest room where I may eat the Passover

‡ A year’s wages.
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with My disciples?’ 1515 He will show you a large upper
room, furnished and ready. Make preparations for us
there.”

1616 His disciples went out, and came into the city, and
found it as He had told them. And they prepared the
Passover.

1717 In the evening He came with the twelve. 1818 As they
sat and ate, Jesus said, “Truly I say to you, one of you
who is eating with Me will betray Me.”

1919 They began to be sorrowful and to say to Him one
by one, “Is it I?” and another, “Is it I?”

2020 He answered them, “It is one of the twelve, one
who is dipping bread in the dish with Me. 2121 The Son
of Man indeed goes as it is written concerning Him,
but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is be-
trayed! It would have been good for that man if he
had never been born.”

The LorThe Lord’d’s Suppers Supper
Mt 26:26–30; Lk 22:15–20; 1Co 11:23–25

2222 As they were eating, Jesus took bread, blessed and
broke it, and gave it to them, saying, “Take and eat it.
This is My body.”

2323 Then He took the cup, and when He had given
thanks, He gave it to them. And they all drank from it.

2424 He said to them, “This is My blood of the new
covenant, which is shed for many. 2525 Truly I say to you,
I will drink no more of the fruit of the vine until that
day when I drink it new in the kingdom of God.”

2626 When they had sung a hymn, they went out to the
Mount of Olives.

PeterPeter’’s Denial Fors Denial Foretoldetold
Mt 26:31–35; Lk 22:31–34; Jn 13:36–38

2727 Jesus said to them, “All of you will fall away on ac-
count of Me this night, for it is written:
‘I will strike the shepherd,
and the sheep will be scattered.’ ††

2828 But after I have risen, I will go before you to
Galilee.”

2929 Peter said to Him, “Even if all fall away, I will not.”
3030 Jesus said to him, “Truly, I say to you that this day,

during the night, before the rooster crows twice, you
will deny Me three times.”

3131 But he said more vehemently, “If I must die with
You, I will not deny You.” They all said the same thing.

The PrThe Prayer in Gethsemaneayer in Gethsemane
Mt 26:36–46; Lk 22:39–46

3232 They came to a place which was named Gethse-
mane. And He said to His disciples, “Sit here while I
pray.” 3333 He took Peter and James and John with Him
and began to be greatly distressed and very troubled.
3434 And He said to them, “My soul is deeply sorrowful
unto death. Remain here and keep watch.”

† Zec 13:7.

3535 He went a little farther and fell on the ground and
prayed that, if it were possible, the hour might pass
from Him. 3636 He said, “ Abba, Father, all things are pos-
sible for You. Remove this cup from Me; yet not what I
will, but what You will.”

3737 Then He came and found them sleeping and said
to Peter, “Simon, are you sleeping? Could you not keep
watch one hour? 3838 Watch and pray, lest you enter into
temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is
weak.”

3939 Again He went away and prayed the same words.
4040 When He returned, He again found them sleeping,
for their eyes were heavy. And they did not know what
to answer Him.

4141 When He returned a third time, He said to them,
“Are you still sleeping and taking your rest? It is
enough! The hour has come. Look, the Son of Man is
betrayed into the hands of sinners. 4242 Rise up, let us
go. Look! He who betrays Me is at hand.”

The BetrThe Betrayal and Arrayal and Arrest of Jesusest of Jesus
Mt 26:47–56; Lk 22:47–53; Jn 18:3–12

4343 Immediately, while He was still speaking, Judas,
one of the twelve, and with him a great crowd with
swords and clubs, came from the chief priests and the
scribes and the elders.

4444 Now he who betrayed Him had given them a sign,
saying, “Whomever I kiss, He is the One. Seize Him
and lead Him away safely.” 4545 So as soon as he came,
he went to Him immediately and said, “Rabbi, Rabbi!”
and kissed Him. 4646 They laid hands on Him and seized
Him. 4747 Then one of those who stood by drew his
sword and struck the servant of the high priest and
cut off his ear.

4848 Jesus said to them, “Have you come out with
swords and clubs to arrest Me as you would a thief? 4949

Every day I was with you in the temple teaching, and
you did not seize Me. But the Scriptures must be ful-
filled.” 5050 Then they all deserted Him and fled.

The YThe Young Man Who Fledoung Man Who Fled
5151 A young man followed Him, wearing a linen cloth

around himself. And the young men laid hold of him,
5252 so he left the linen cloth, and fled from them un-
clothed.

Jesus BeforJesus Before the Sanhedrine the Sanhedrin
Mt 26:57–68; Lk 22:54–55, 63–71; Jn 18:13–14, 19–24

5353 They led Jesus away to the high priest. And all the
chief priests and the elders and the scribes were as-
sembled with him. 5454 Peter followed Him at a distance
into the courtyard of the high priest. He sat with the
guards and warmed himself by the fire.

5555 Now the chief priests and the entire Sanhedrin re-
quested testimony against Jesus to put Him to death,
but found none. 5656 Many bore false witness against
Him, but their testimonies did not agree.
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5757 Then some rose up and bore false witness against
Him, saying, 5858 “We heard Him say, ‘I will destroy this
temple that is made with hands, and within three days
I will build another not made with hands.’” 5959 But still
their testimony did not agree.

6060 Then the high priest stood up in the midst and
asked Jesus, “Do You answer nothing? What is it which
these men testify against You?” 6161 But He kept silent
and answered nothing.

Again the high priest asked Him, “Are You the Christ,
the Son of the Blessed One?”

6262 Jesus said, “I am. And you will see the Son of Man
sitting at the right hand of Power and coming with the
clouds of heaven.”

6363 The high priest tore his robes, saying, “What need
do we have of any further witnesses? 6464 You have
heard the blasphemy. What do you think?”

They all condemned Him as guilty unto death.
6565 Then some began to spit on Him, and to blindfold
Him, and to strike Him, saying to Him, “Prophesy!” And
the guards struck Him with the palms of their hands.

PeterPeter’’s Denial of Jesuss Denial of Jesus
Mt 26:69–75; Lk 22:56–62; Jn 18:15–18, 25–27

6666 While Peter was below in the courtyard, one of the
servant girls of the high priest came. 6767 When she saw
Peter warming himself, she looked at him and said,
“You also were with Jesus of Nazareth.”

6868 But he denied it, saying, “I neither know nor un-
derstand what you are saying.” Then he went out to
the porch, and a rooster crowed.

6969 The servant girl saw him again and began to say to
those who stood by, “This man is one of them.” 7070 But
again, he denied it.

A little while later, those who stood by said again to
Peter, “Surely, you are one of them. For you are a
Galilean, and your speech confirms it.”

7171 Peter began to invoke a curse on himself, and to
swear, “I do not know this Man of whom you speak.”

7272 And the rooster crowed a second time. And Peter
called to mind the word that Jesus said to him, “Before
the rooster crows twice, you will deny Me three times.”
And when he thought on this, he wept.

Jesus BeforJesus Before Pilatee Pilate
Mt 27:1–2, 11–14; Lk 23:1–5; Jn 18:28–38

Early in the morning the chief priests held a
consultation with the elders and scribes and the

whole Sanhedrin. And they bound Jesus and took Him
away and handed Him over to Pilate.

22 Pilate asked Him, “Are You the King of the Jews?”
He answered him, “You have said so.”
33 The chief priests accused Him of many things, but

He answered nothing. 44 So Pilate asked Him again, “Do
You answer nothing? See how many things they testify
against You.”

55 But Jesus still answered nothing, so that Pilate was
astonished.

Jesus Sentenced to DieJesus Sentenced to Die
Mt 27:15–26; Lk 23:13–25; Jn 18:39–19:16

66 Now at the feast he always released to them one
prisoner, whomever they requested. 77 There was one
named Barabbas, who had committed murder in the
insurrection and was bound with the rebels. 88 The
crowd began crying aloud, asking Pilate to do as he
had always done for them.

99 He answered them, “Do you want me to release to
you the King of the Jews?” 1010 For he knew that the chief
priests had handed Him over out of envy. 1111 But the
chief priests stirred the people, so that he should in-
stead release Barabbas to them.

1212 Pilate answered them again, “What then would
you have me do to Him whom you call the King of the
Jews?”

1313 They again cried out, “Crucify Him!”
1414 Pilate said to them, “Why, what evil has He done?”
But they cried out even more, “Crucify Him!”
1515 So Pilate, resolving to satisfy the people, released

Barabbas to them. And when he had scourged Jesus,
he handed Him over to be crucified.

The Soldiers Mock JesusThe Soldiers Mock Jesus
Mt 27:27–31; Jn 19:2–3

1616 The soldiers led Him away to Praetorium Hall, and
they called together the entire battalion. 1717 They
clothed Him with a purple robe. And they wove a
crown of thorns and put it on His head, 1818 and began
to salute Him, “Hail, King of the Jews!” 1919 They struck
His head with a staff and spit on Him. And bowing
their knees, they worshipped Him. 2020 When they had
mocked Him, they took the purple robe off of Him and
put His own garments on Him. Then they led Him out
to crucify Him.

The CrucifixionThe Crucifixion
Mt 27:32–44; Lk 23:26–43; Jn 19:17–27

2121 They compelled a man named Simon from Cyrene,
the father of Alexander and Rufus, as he was passing
through from the country, to bear Jesus’ cross. 2222 They
brought Him to the place called Golgotha, which
means, “Place of a Skull.” 2323 They gave Him wine min-
gled with myrrh to drink, but He did not take it.
2424 When they had crucified Him, they divided His gar-
ments, casting lots for them, to decide what each man
should take.

2525 Now it was the third hour, and they crucified Him.
2626 The inscription of His accusation was written above:

THE KING OF THE JEWS.
2727 With Him they crucified two thieves, one on His

right and the other on His left. 2828 And the Scripture was
fulfilled, which says, “He was numbered with the law-
less ones.” ††2929 Those who passed by blasphemed Him,
shaking their heads and saying, “Ah, You who would

† Isa 53:12.
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destroy the temple and build it in three days, 3030 save
Yourself, and come down from the cross!”

3131 Likewise the chief priests mocked Him among
themselves with the scribes and said, “He saved oth-
ers, but He cannot save Himself! 3232 Let the Christ, the
King of Israel, descend now from the cross, that we
may see and believe.” Those who were crucified with
Him also reviled Him.

The Death of JesusThe Death of Jesus
Mt 27:45–56; Lk 23:44–49; Jn 19:28–30

3333 When the sixth hour had come, there was dark-
ness over the whole land until the ninth hour. 3434 And at
the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, say-
ing, “ Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani? ” which means, “My
God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?” ††

3535 Some of those who stood by, when they heard it,
said, “Listen, He is calling Elijah!”

3636 One man ran and filled a sponge with vinegar, put
it on a stick, and gave it to Him to drink, saying, “Leave
Him alone. Let us see if Elijah will come to take Him
down.”

3737 But Jesus cried with a loud voice and gave up the
spirit.

3838 And the curtain of the temple was torn in two from
top to bottom. 3939 When the centurion †††† who stood fac-
ing Him saw that He cried out and gave up the spirit,
he said, “Truly, this Man was the Son of God.”

4040 There were also women looking on from a dis-
tance, among whom were Mary Magdalene, and Mary
the mother of James the Less and of Joseph, and Sa-
lome. 4141 They also had followed Him and had minis-
tered to Him when He was in Galilee. And many other
women who came up with Him to Jerusalem were
there.

The Burial of JesusThe Burial of Jesus
Mt 27:57–61; Lk 23:50–56; Jn 19:38–42

4242 When the evening had come, because it was the
Day of Preparation, that is, the day before the Sab-
bath, 4343 Joseph of Arimathea, an honorable member of
the Council, who also waited for the kingdom of God,
came and went in boldly to Pilate, and requested the
body of Jesus. 4444 Pilate wondered if He were already
dead. And calling for the centurion, he asked him
whether He had been dead for a while. 4545 When he
learned about it from the centurion, he granted the
body to Joseph. 4646 So he bought fine linen, and taking
Him down, wrapped Him in the linen and laid Him in a
tomb which had been hewn out of the rock. And he
rolled a stone against the door of the tomb. 4747 Mary
Magdalene and Mary the mother of Joseph saw where
He was laid.

† Ps 22:1. †† Commander with the rank of captain over 100
soldiers.

The ResurrThe Resurrection of Jesusection of Jesus
Mt 28:1–8; Lk 24:1–12; Jn 20:1–10

When the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene,
and Mary the mother of James, and Salome,

bought spices, so that they might go and anoint Him.
22 Very early in the morning, on the first day of the
week, they came to the tomb at the rising of the sun.
33 They said among themselves, “Who will roll the stone
away from the door of the tomb for us?”

44 But when they looked, they saw that the stone had
been rolled away. For it was very large. 55 And entering
the tomb, they saw a young man sitting on the right
side, clothed in a long white robe. And they were
frightened.

66 He said to them, “Do not be frightened. You are
looking for Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He is
risen. He is not here. See the place where they laid
Him. 77 But go your way, tell His disciples and Peter that
He is going before you to Galilee. There you will see
Him, as He told you.”

88 They went out quickly and fled from the tomb, for
they trembled and were amazed. And they said noth-
ing to anyone, for they were afraid.

The AppearThe Appearance to Mary Magdaleneance to Mary Magdalene
Mt 28:9–10; Jn 20:11–18

99 Now when Jesus rose early on the first day of the
week, He appeared first to Mary Magdalene, out of
whom He had cast seven demons. 1010 She went and told
those who had been with Him as they mourned and
wept. 1111 When they heard that He was alive and had
been seen by her, they did not believe it.

The AppearThe Appearance to Tance to Two Discipleswo Disciples
Lk 24:13–35

1212 After that He appeared in another form to two of
them as they walked and went into the country. 1313 And
they went and told it to the rest, but they did not be-
lieve them either.

The Commissioning of the DisciplesThe Commissioning of the Disciples
Mt 28:16–20; Lk 24:36–49; Jn 20:19–23; Ac 1:6–8

1414 Afterward He appeared to the eleven as they sat at
supper, and He reprimanded them for their unbelief
and hardness of heart, because they did not believe
those who had seen Him after He had risen.

1515 He said to them, “Go into all the world, and preach
the gospel to every creature. 1616 He who believes and is
baptized will be saved. But he who does not believe
will be condemned. 1717 These signs will accompany
those who believe: In My name they will cast out
demons; they will speak with new tongues; 1818 they will
take up serpents; if they drink any deadly thing, it will
not hurt them; they will lay hands on the sick, and they
will recover.”
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The AscensionThe Ascension
Lk 24:50–53; Ac 1:9–11

1919 After the Lord had spoken to them, He was re-
ceived up into heaven and sat at the right hand of

God. 2020 Then they went forth and preached every-
where, the Lord working with them and confirming
the word through the accompanying signs. Amen.
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LLUKEUKE
The physician Luke wrote the Gospel bearing his name in the early AD 60s. The place of writing is unknown,
but Rome or Achaia are possible locations. According to the “we” sections in the Acts of the Apostles, Luke was
a traveling companion of Paul the Apostle (Acts 16:10–17; 20:5–21:18; 27:1–28:16). This Gospel illustrates the
compassion and healing ministry of the God-Man Jesus Christ, who was Jehovah’s ideal Man. Luke’s Gospel was
written in conjunction with the Acts of the Apostles, but it was later separated from it, so as not to divide the
Gospel writings. Nevertheless, Luke and Acts should be read as one seamless story. Luke emphasizes that the
Gospel of Christ is for all, both Jews and Gentiles, based on God’s promises in the Old Testament. Luke’s Gospel
also highlights Jesus’ ministry to society’s outcasts and the poor.

The PrThe Prologueologue

Whereas many have undertaken to write a narra-
tive of those things which are most surely be-

lieved among us, 22 just as they were handed down to
us by those who from the beginning were eyewitness-
es and ministers of the word, 33 it seemed good to me
also, having accurately investigated all things from the
very beginning, to write to you an orderly account,
most excellent Theophilus, 44 that you might know the
certainty of the things which you have been told.

The Birth of John the Baptist ForThe Birth of John the Baptist Foretoldetold
55 There was in the days of Herod, the king of Judea, a

certain priest named Zechariah, of the division of Abi-
jah. And his wife was of the daughters of Aaron, and
her name was Elizabeth. 66 They were both righteous
before God, walking in all the commandments and or-
dinances of the Lord blamelessly. 77 But they had no
child, because Elizabeth was barren, and they both
were now well advanced in years.

88 Now while he served as priest before God, when his
division was on duty, 99 according to the custom of the
priest’s office, his lot was to burn incense when he
went into the temple of the Lord. 1010 And the whole
crowd of people were praying outside at the hour of
incense.

1111 Then an angel of the Lord appeared to him, stand-
ing on the right side of the altar of incense. 1212 When
Zechariah saw him, he was troubled, and fear fell up-
on him. 1313 But the angel said to him, “Do not fear,
Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard, and your
wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you shall call his
name John. 1414 You will have joy and gladness, and
many will rejoice at his birth. 1515 For he will be great in
the sight of the Lord, and shall drink neither wine nor
strong drink, and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit,
even from his mother’s womb. 1616 He will turn many of
the sons of Israel to the Lord their God. 1717 And he will
go before Him in the spirit and power of Elijah, to turn

the hearts of the fathers to the children †† and the dis-
obedient to the wisdom of the just, to make ready a
people prepared for the Lord.”

1818 Zechariah said to the angel, “How shall I know this?
For I am an old man and my wife well advanced in
years.”

1919 The angel answered him, “I am Gabriel, who
stands in the presence of God. And I was sent to speak
to you and to bring you this good news. 2020 And now
you will be silent and unable to speak until the day
that these things happen, because you did not believe
my words, which will be fulfilled in their season.”

2121 The people waited for Zechariah, and wondered
why he waited so long in the temple. 2222 When he came
out, he could not speak to them. They perceived that
he had seen a vision in the temple, for he made signs
to them and remained speechless.

2323 As soon as the days of his service were fulfilled, he
departed to his own home. 2424 After those days his wife
Elizabeth conceived, and for five months she hid her-
self, saying, 2525 “Thus the Lord has dealt with me in the
days when He looked on me, to take away my re-
proach among men.”

The Birth of Jesus ForThe Birth of Jesus Foretoldetold
2626 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from

God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, 2727 to a virgin
betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the
house of David. And the virgin’s name was Mary. 2828 The
angel came to her and said, “Greetings, you who are
highly favored. The Lord is with you. Blessed are you
among women.”

2929 When she saw him, she was troubled by his words,
and considered in her mind what kind of greeting this
might be. 3030 But the angel said to her, “Do not be
afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 3131 Lis-
ten, you will conceive in your womb and bear a Son
and shall call His name JESUS. 3232 He will be great, and
will be called the Son of the Highest. And the Lord God

† Mal 4:5–6.
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will give Him the throne of His father David, 3333 and He
will reign over the house of Jacob forever. And of His
kingdom there will be no end.”

3434 Then Mary said to the angel, “How can this be,
since I do not know a man?”

3535 The angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come
upon you, and the power of the Highest will overshad-
ow you. Therefore the Holy One who will be born will
be called the Son of God. 3636 Listen, your cousin Eliza-
beth has also conceived a son in her old age. And this
is the sixth month with her who was declared barren.
3737 For with God nothing will be impossible.”

3838 Mary said, “I am the servant of the Lord. May it be
unto me according to your word.” Then the angel de-
parted from her.

Mary Visits ElizabethMary Visits Elizabeth
3939 In those days Mary arose and quickly went into the

hill country, to a city of Judah, 4040 and entered the
house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 4141 When
Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, the baby leaped
in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy
Spirit. 4242 She spoke out with a loud voice, “Blessed are
you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your
womb! 4343 But why is this granted to me, that the moth-
er of my Lord should come to me? 4444 Indeed, as soon
as the sound of your greeting came to my ears, the
baby in my womb leaped for joy. 4545 Blessed is she who
believed, for there will be a completion to those things
which were told her by the Lord.”

The Song of MaryThe Song of Mary
4646 And Mary said:

“My soul magnifies the Lord,
4747 and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior.

4848 For He has regarded
the low estate of His servant;

surely, from now on all generations will call me
blessed.

4949 For He who is mighty has done great things for me,
and holy is His name.

5050 His mercy is on those who fear Him
from generation to generation.

5151 He has shown strength with His arm;
He has scattered the proud in the imagination of

their hearts.
5252 He has pulled down the mighty from their thrones
and exalted those of low degree.

5353 He has filled the hungry with good things,
and the rich He has sent away empty.

5454 He has helped His servant Israel,
in remembrance of His mercy,

5555 as He spoke to our fathers,
to Abraham and to his descendants forever.” ††

5656 Mary remained with her about three months and
returned to her own house.

† 1Sa 2:1–10; Mic 7:20; Ge 17:7; 18:18; 22:17.

The Birth of John the BaptistThe Birth of John the Baptist
5757 Now Elizabeth’s time had come to give birth, and

she gave birth to a son. 5858 Her neighbors and cousins
heard how the Lord had shown her great mercy, and
they rejoiced with her.

5959 On the eighth day they came to circumcise the
child. And they were calling him Zechariah, after the
name of his father. 6060 But his mother answered, “Not
so! He shall be called John.”

6161 They said to her, “There is no one among your rela-
tives who is called by this name.”

6262 They made signs to his father, asking what he
would have him called. 6363 He asked for a writing tablet
and wrote, “His name is John.” And they all were
amazed. 6464 Immediately his mouth was opened and his
tongue was loosed, and he spoke and praised God.
6565 Fear came on all who lived around them. And all
these facts were talked about throughout all the hill
country of Judea. 6666 All those who heard them laid
them up in their hearts, saying, “What kind of child will
he be?” For the hand of the Lord was with him.

The PrThe Prophecy of Zechariahophecy of Zechariah
6767 His father Zechariah was filled with the Holy Spirit

and prophesied, saying,
6868 “Blessed be the Lord God of Israel,
for He has visited and redeemed His people,

6969 and has raised up a horn of salvation for us
in the house of His servant David,

7070 as He spoke by the mouth of His holy prophets of
long ago,

7171 that we should be saved from our enemies
and from the hand of all who hate us,

7272 to perform the mercy promised to our fathers
and to remember His holy covenant,
7373 the oath which He swore to our father Abraham,

7474 to grant us that we, being delivered out of the hand
of our enemies,

might serve Him without fear,
7575 in holiness and righteousness before Him all the

days of our lives.
7676 “And you, child, will be called the prophet of the

Highest;
for you will go before the face of the Lord to prepare

His ways,
7777 to give knowledge of salvation to His people
by the remission of their sins,

7878 through the tender mercy of our God,
whereby the sunrise from on high has visited us;

7979 to give light to those who sit in darkness
and in the shadow of death,

to guide our feet into the way of peace.”
8080 And the child grew and became strong in spirit,

and he remained in the wilderness until the day of his
appearance to Israel.
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The Birth of JesusThe Birth of Jesus
Mt 1:18–25

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Au-
gustus that the entire inhabited earth should be

taxed. 22 This taxation was first made when Quirinius
was governor of Syria. 33 And everyone went to his own
city to be taxed.

44 So Joseph also departed from the city of Nazareth
in Galilee to the City of David which is called Bethle-
hem, in Judea, because he was of the house and lin-
eage of David, 55 to be taxed with Mary, his betrothed
wife, who was with child. 66 So while they were there,
the day came for her to give birth. 77 And she gave birth
to her firstborn Son, and wrapped Him in strips of
cloth, and laid Him in a manger, because there was no
room for them in the inn.

The ShepherThe Shepherds and the Angelsds and the Angels
88 And in the same area there were shepherds living

in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night.
99 And then an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and
the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they
were very afraid. 1010 But the angel said to them, “Listen!
Do not fear. For I bring you good news of great joy,
which will be to all people. 1111 For unto you is born this
day in the City of David a Savior, who is Christ the
Lord. 1212 And this will be a sign to you: You will find the
Baby wrapped in strips of cloth, lying in a manger.”

1313 Suddenly there was with the angel a company of
the heavenly host praising God and saying,

1414 “Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace, and good will toward men.”

1515 When the angels went away from them into heav-
en, the shepherds said to each other, “Let us now go
to Bethlehem and see what has happened, which the
Lord has made known to us.”

1616 So they came hurrying and found Mary and
Joseph, and the Baby lying in a manger. 1717 When they
had seen Him, they made widely known the word
which was told them concerning this Child. 1818 And all
those who heard it marveled at what the shepherds
told them. 1919 But Mary kept all these things and pon-
dered them in her heart. 2020 The shepherds returned,
glorifying and praising God for all the things they had
heard and seen, as it had been told them.

The PrThe Presentation of Jesus in the Tesentation of Jesus in the Templeemple
2121 When eight days had passed and the Child was cir-

cumcised, He was named JESUS, the name given by
the angel before He was conceived in the womb.

2222 When the days of her purification according to the
Law of Moses were completed, they brought Him to
Jerusalem to present Him to the Lord 2323 (as it is written
in the law of the Lord, “Every firstborn male shall be
called holy to the Lord” ††) 2424 and to offer a sacrifice ac-

† Ex 13:2, 12; Nu 3:13; 8:17.

cording to what is said in the law of the Lord, “a pair of
turtledoves, or two young pigeons.” ††††

2525 Now there was a man in Jerusalem whose name
was Simeon, and this man was righteous and devout,
waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spir-
it was upon him. 2626 It was revealed to him by the Holy
Spirit that he would not die before he had seen the
Lord’s Christ. 2727 Led by the Spirit, he came into the tem-
ple. And when the parents brought in the Child Jesus,
to do for Him according to the custom of the law, 2828 he
received Him in his arms and blessed God and said:

2929 “Lord, now let Your servant depart in peace,
according to Your word;

3030 for my eyes have seen Your salvation
3131 which You have prepared in the sight of all people,

3232 a light for revelation to the Gentiles,
and the glory of Your people Israel.”

3333 Joseph and His mother were amazed at those
things which were spoken about Him. 3434 Then Simeon
blessed them and said to Mary His mother, “Listen,
this Child is destined to cause the fall and rising of
many in Israel and to be a sign which will be spoken
against, 3535 so that the thoughts of many hearts may be
revealed. And a sword will pierce through your own
soul also.”

3636 And there was Anna a prophetess, a daughter of
Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was of a great age
and had lived with her husband seven years from her
virginity. 3737 And she was a widow of about eighty-four
years of age who did not depart from the temple, but
served God with fasting and prayer night and day.
3838 Coming at that moment she gave thanks to the Lord
and spoke of Him to all those who looked for the re-
demption of Jerusalem.

The Return to NazarThe Return to Nazaretheth
3939 When they had performed everything according to

the law of the Lord, they returned to Galilee, to their
own city of Nazareth. 4040 And the Child grew and be-
came strong in spirit, filled with wisdom. And the
grace of God was upon Him.

The BoThe Boy Jesus in the Ty Jesus in the Templeemple
4141 Now His parents went to Jerusalem every year at

the Feast of the Passover. 4242 When He was twelve years
old, they went up to Jerusalem according to the cus-
tom of the feast. 4343 When the days of the feast were
complete, as they returned, the Child Jesus remained
behind in Jerusalem. And Joseph and His mother did
not know of it. 4444 But supposing Him to be in their
company, they went a day’s journey. Then they
searched for Him among their relatives and acquain-
tances. 4545 When they did not find Him, they returned to
Jerusalem, searching for Him. 4646 After three days they
found Him in the temple, sitting in the midst of the
teachers, listening to them and asking them ques-

†† Lev 5:11; 12:8.
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tions. 4747 All who heard Him were astonished at His un-
derstanding and His answers. 4848 When they saw Him,
they were amazed. And His mother said to Him, “Son,
why have You dealt with us like this? Look, Your father
and I have anxiously searched for You.”

4949 He said to them, “How is it that you searched for
Me? Did you not know that I must be about My Fa-
ther’s business?” 5050 But they did not understand the
word which He spoke to them.

5151 Then He went down with them and came to
Nazareth and was obedient to them. But His mother
kept all these words in her heart. 5252 And Jesus in-
creased in wisdom and in stature and in favor with
God and men.

The PrThe Preaching of John the Baptisteaching of John the Baptist
Mt 3:1–12; Mk 1:1–8; Jn 1:19–28

In the fifteenth year of the reign of Caesar
Tiberius, Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea,

Herod was tetrarch of Galilee, his brother Philip was
tetrarch of Iturea and the region of Traconitis, and
Lysanias was the tetrarch of Abilene. 22 Annas and Ca-
iaphas being the high priests, the word of God came
to John the son of Zechariah in the wilderness. 33 He
came into the region surrounding the Jordan, preach-
ing the baptism of repentance for the remission of
sins. 44 As it is written in the book of the words of Isaiah
the prophet, saying:
“The voice of one crying in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord;
make His paths straight.

55 Every valley shall be filled
and every mountain and hill shall be brought low;

and the crooked shall be made straight
and the rough ways shall be made smooth;

66 and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.’” ††
77 Then he said to the crowds that came out to be

baptized by him, “You children of vipers! Who warned
you to flee from the wrath to come? 88 Therefore bear
fruit worthy of repentance, and do not begin to say to
yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ For I say
to you that God is able from these stones to raise up
children for Abraham. 99 Even now the axe is put to the
root of the trees. Every tree therefore which does not
bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.”

1010 The people asked him, “What then must we do?”
1111 John answered, “He who has two tunics, let him

give to him who has none. And he who has food, let
him do likewise.”

1212 Then tax collectors also came to be baptized and
said to him, “Teacher, what must we do?”

1313 He said to them, “Collect no more than what is ap-
pointed you.”

1414 Then the soldiers likewise demanded of him, “And
what must we do?”

He said to them, “Do no violence to anyone nor ac-
cuse any falsely, and be content with your wages.”

† Isa 40:3–5.

1515 As the people were in expectation, and everyone
reflected in their hearts upon John, whether he might
be the Christ or not, 1616 John answered them all, “I in-
deed baptize you with water. But One mightier than I
is coming, the strings of whose shoes I am not worthy
to untie. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and
with fire. 1717 His fan is in His hand, and He will thor-
oughly cleanse His threshing floor, and will gather the
wheat into His granary. But He will burn the chaff with
unquenchable fire.” 1818 Then he preached many other
things in his exhortation to the people.

1919 But Herod the tetrarch, being rebuked by him be-
cause of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, and for all
the evils which Herod had done, 2020 added also this
above them all: He locked John up in prison.

The Baptism of JesusThe Baptism of Jesus
Mt 3:13–17; Mk 1:9–11

2121 Now when all the people were baptized, and when
Jesus also had been baptized and was praying, the
heavens were opened, 2222 and the Holy Spirit descend-
ed in a bodily form like a dove on Him, and a voice
came from heaven which said, “You are My beloved
Son. In You I am well pleased.”

The Genealogy of JesusThe Genealogy of Jesus
Mt 1:1–17

2323 Now Jesus Himself began His ministry at about
thirty years of age, being, as was supposed, the son of
Joseph,

who was the son of Heli, 2424 who was the son of
Matthat,
who was the son of Levi, who was the son of
Melchi,
who was the son of Jannai, who was the son of
Joseph,
2525 who was the son of Mattathias, who was the son
of Amos,
who was the son of Nahum, who was the son of Es-
li,
who was the son of Naggai, 2626 who was the son of
Maath,
who was the son of Mattathias, who was the son of
Semein,
who was the son of Josech, who was the son of Jo-
da,
2727 who was the son of Joanan, who was the son of
Rhesa,
who was the son of Zerubbabel, who was the son
of Shealtiel,
who was the son of Neri, 2828 who was the son of
Melchi,
who was the son of Addi, who was the son of
Cosam,
who was the son of Elmadam, who was the son of
Er,
2929 who was the son of Joshua, who was the son of
Eliezer,
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who was the son of Jorim, who was the son of
Matthat,
who was the son of Levi, 3030 who was the son of
Simeon,
who was the son of Judah, who was the son of
Joseph,
who was the son of Jonan, who was the son of Eli-
akim,
3131 who was the son of Melea, who was the son of
Menna,
who was the son of Mattatha, who was the son of
Nathan,
who was the son of David, 3232 who was the son of
Jesse,
who was the son of Obed, who was the son of
Boaz,
who was the son of Salmon, who was the son of
Nahshon,
3333 who was the son of Amminadab, who was the
son of Ram,
who was the son of Hezron, who was the son of
Perez,
who was the son of Judah, 3434 who was the son of Ja-
cob,
who was the son of Isaac, who was the son of Abra-
ham,
who was the son of Terah, who was the son of Na-
hor,
3535 who was the son of Serug, who was the son of
Reu,
who was the son of Peleg, who was the son of Eber,
who was the son of Shelah, 3636 who was the son of
Cainan,
who was the son of Arphaxad, who was the son of
Shem,
who was the son of Noah, who was the son of
Lamech,
3737 who was the son of Methuselah, who was the
son of Enoch,
who was the son of Jared, who was the son of Ma-
halalel,
who was the son of Cainan, 3838 who was the son of
Enosh,
who was the son of Seth, who was the son of
Adam,
who was the son of God.

The TThe Temptation of Jesusemptation of Jesus
Mt 4:1–11; Mk 1:12–13

Jesus, being filled with the Holy Spirit, returned
from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit into the

wilderness, 22 being tempted by the devil for forty days.
During those days He ate nothing. And when they
were ended, He was hungry.

33 The devil said to Him, “If You are the Son of God,
command this stone to become bread.”

44 Jesus answered him, “It is written, ‘Man shall not
live by bread alone, but by every word of God.’ †† ”

55 The devil, taking Him up onto a high mountain,
showed Him all the kingdoms of the world in a mo-
ment of time. 66 And the devil said to Him, “I will give
You all this power and their glory, for it has been deliv-
ered to me. And I give it to whomever I will. 77 If You,
then, will worship me, all will be Yours.”

88 And Jesus answered him, “Get behind Me, Satan!
For it is written, ‘You shall worship the Lord your God,
and Him only shall you serve.’ †††† ”

99 He brought Him to Jerusalem, set Him on the pin-
nacle of the temple, and said to Him, “If You are the
Son of God, throw Yourself down from here. 1010 For it is
written:
‘He shall give His angels charge concerning you,
to preserve you,’

1111 and
‘In their hands they shall hold you up,
lest you strike your foot against a stone.’ ‡‡”

1212 Jesus answered him, “It is said, ‘You shall not tempt
the Lord your God.’ ‡†‡† ”

1313 When the devil had ended all the temptations, he
departed from Him until another time.

The Beginning of the Galilean MinistryThe Beginning of the Galilean Ministry
Mt 4:12–17; Mk 1:14–15

1414 Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit to Galilee.
And His fame went throughout the surrounding re-
gion. 1515 He taught in their synagogues, being glorified
by everyone.

The Rejection of Jesus at NazarThe Rejection of Jesus at Nazaretheth
Mt 13:53–58; Mk 6:1–6

1616 He came to Nazareth, where He had been brought
up. And as His custom was, He went to the synagogue
on the Sabbath day. And He stood up to read. 1717 The
scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed to Him. When
He had unrolled the scroll, He found the place where it
was written:

1818 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me,
because He has anointed Me
to preach the gospel to the poor;

He has sent Me to heal the broken-hearted,
to preach deliverance to the captives
and recovery of sight to the blind,

to set at liberty those who are oppressed;
1919 to preach the acceptable year of the Lord.” ‡‡‡‡

2020 Then He rolled up the scroll, and He gave it back to
the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all those who
were in the synagogue were fixed on Him. 2121 And He
began to say to them, “Today this Scripture is fulfilled
in your hearing.”

2222 All bore witness to Him, and wondered at the gra-
cious words which came from His mouth. Then they
said, “Is this not Joseph’s son?”

2323 He said to them, “You will surely say to Me this
proverb, ‘Physician, heal Yourself. Whatever we have

† Dt 8:3. †† Dt 6:13. ‡ Ps 91:11–12. ‡† Dt 6:16. ‡‡ Isa
61:1–2.
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heard done in Capernaum, do also here in Your coun-
try.’”

2424 He also said, “Truly, I say to you, no prophet is ac-
cepted in his own country. 2525 But I tell you truthfully,
many widows were in Israel in the days of Elijah, when
the heavens were closed for three years and six
months, when great famine was throughout all the
land. 2626 Yet to none of them was Elijah sent except to
Zarephath, a city of Sidon, to a woman who was a wid-
ow. 2727 And many lepers were in Israel in the time of El-
isha the prophet. But none of them was cleansed ex-
cept Naaman the Syrian.”

2828 All those in the synagogue, when they heard these
things, were filled with wrath. 2929 They rose up and
thrust Him out of the city and led Him to the brow of
the hill on which their city was built, that they might
throw Him down headlong. 3030 But passing through the
midst of them, He went His way.

The Man With an Unclean SpiritThe Man With an Unclean Spirit
Mk 1:21–28

3131 Then He went down to Capernaum, a city of
Galilee, and was teaching them on the Sabbaths.
3232 They were astonished at His teaching, for His word
was with authority.

3333 In the synagogue there was a man who had the
spirit of an unclean demon. And he cried out with a
loud voice, 3434 “Leave us alone! What have You to do
with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have You come to destroy
us? I know who You are—the Holy One of God!”

3535 Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be silent, and come
out of him!” When the demon had thrown him down in
their midst, he came out of him and did not hurt him.

3636 They were all amazed and said among themselves,
“What a word this is! For with authority and power He
commands the unclean spirits, and they come out.”
3737 And His fame went out to every place in the sur-
rounding countryside.

The Healing of Many PeopleThe Healing of Many People
Mt 8:14–17; Mk 1:29–34

3838 He went out of the synagogue and entered Si-
mon’s house. Now Simon’s mother-in-law was taken ill
with a high fever, and they asked Him about her. 3939 So
He stood over her and rebuked the fever, and it left
her. And immediately she rose and served them.

4040 Now when the sun was setting, all those who had
anyone sick with various diseases brought them to
Him. And He laid His hands on every one of them and
healed them. 4141 And demons came out of many, crying
out, “You are the Christ, the Son of God!” But He re-
buked them and did not permit them to speak, be-
cause they knew that He was the Christ.

PrPreaching in the Synagogueseaching in the Synagogues
Mk 1:35–39

4242 When it was day He departed and went into a re-
mote place. And searching for Him, the people came

to Him and tried to prevent Him from leaving them.
4343 But He said to them, “I must preach the kingdom of
God to other cities also, for this is why I was sent.”
4444 And He was preaching in the synagogues of Galilee.

The Calling of the First DisciplesThe Calling of the First Disciples
Mt 4:18–22; Mk 1:16–20

As the people pressed upon Him to hear the
word of God, He stood by the Lake of Gennesaret

22 and saw two boats beside the lake. But the fisher-
men had gone out of them and were washing their
nets. 33 He entered one of the boats, which was Si-
mon’s, and asked him to thrust it out a little from the
land. Then He sat down and taught the people from
the boat.

44 When He had finished speaking, He said to Simon,
“Launch out into the deep and let down your nets for a
catch.”

55 Simon answered Him, “Master, we have worked all
night and have caught nothing. But at Your word I will
let down the net.”

66 When they had done this, they caught a great num-
ber of fish, and their net was tearing. 77 So they sig-
naled to their partners in the other boat to come and
help them. And they came and filled both boats, so
that they began to sink.

88 When Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’
knees, saying, “Depart from me, for I am a sinful man,
O Lord.” 99 For he and all who were with him were as-
tonished at the catch of fish which they had taken,
1010 and so were James and John, the sons of Zebedee,
who were partners with Simon.

Then Jesus said to Simon, “Do not fear. From now on
you will catch men.” 1111 So when they had brought their
boats to land, they left everything and followed Him.

The Cleansing of a LeperThe Cleansing of a Leper
Mt 8:1–4; Mk 1:40–45

1212 When He was in a certain city, a man full of lep-
rosy, upon seeing Jesus, fell on his face and begged
Him, “Lord, if You will, You can make me clean.”

1313 He reached out His hand and touched him, saying,
“I will. Be clean.” And immediately the leprosy left him.

1414 Then He commanded him to tell no one, “But go
and show yourself to the priest and make an offering
for your cleansing, as Moses commanded, as a testi-
mony to them.”

1515 Yet even more so His fame went everywhere. And
great crowds came together to hear and to be healed
by Him of their infirmities. 1616 But He withdrew to the
wilderness and prayed.

The Healing of a ParThe Healing of a Paralyticalytic
Mt 9:1–8; Mk 2:1–12

1717 On a certain day, as He was teaching, Pharisees
and teachers of the law were sitting nearby, who had
come from every town of Galilee and Judea and from
Jerusalem. And the power of the Lord was present to
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heal the sick. 1818 Now some men brought in a bed a
man who was paralyzed. They searched for ways to
bring him in and lay him before Him. 1919 When they
could not find a way to bring him in, because of the
crowd, they went up on the roof and let him down
through the tiles with his bed into their midst before
Jesus.

2020 When He saw their faith, He said to him, “Man,
your sins are forgiven you.”

2121 The scribes and the Pharisees began to question,
“Who is He who speaks blasphemies? Who can forgive
sins but God alone?”

2222 When Jesus perceived their thoughts, He answered
them, “Why question in your hearts? 2323 Which is easi-
er, to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven you,’ or to say, ‘Rise
up and walk’? 2424 Bu t that you may know that the Son
of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins,” He said
to the paralyzed man, “I say to you, rise, take up your
bed, and go to your house.” 2525 Immediately he rose be-
fore them, and took up that on which he lay, and de-
parted to his own house, glorifying God. 2626 They were
all amazed, and they glorified God and were filled with
fear, saying, “We have seen wonderful things today.”

The Calling of LeThe Calling of Levivi
Mt 9:9–13; Mk 2:13–17

2727 After these things He went out and saw a tax col-
lector, named Levi, sitting at the tax collector’s station.
He said to him, “Follow Me.” 2828 And he left everything,
rose up, and followed Him.

2929 Then Levi made Him a great feast in his house.
And there was a group of many tax collectors and oth-
ers who sat down with them. 3030 But their scribes and
Pharisees murmured against His disciples, saying,
“Why do you eat and drink with tax collectors and sin-
ners?”

3131 Jesus answered them, “Those who are well do not
need a physician, but those who are sick. 3232 I have not
come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance.”

The Question About FastingThe Question About Fasting
Mt 9:14–17; Mk 2:18–22

3333 They said to Him, “Why do the disciples of John fast
often and offer prayers, and likewise the disciples of
the Pharisees, but Yours eat and drink?”

3434 He said to them, “Can you make the attendants of
the bridegroom fast while the bridegroom is with
them? 3535 But the days will come when the bridegroom
will be taken away from them. Then in those days they
will fast.”

3636 He told them a parable also: “No one sews a piece
of a new material on an old one. Otherwise the new
would tear, for the new piece does not match the old.
3737 And no one puts new wine into old wineskins. Oth-
erwise the new wine will burst the wineskins, and it
will be spilled, and the wineskins will be destroyed. 3838

But new wine must be put into new wineskins, and
both are preserved. 3939 And no one, having drunk old

wine, immediately desires new. For he says, ‘The old is
better.’”

Plucking GrPlucking Grain on the Sabbathain on the Sabbath
Mt 12:1–8; Mk 2:23–28

On the second Sabbath after the first, He went
through the grain fields, and His disciples plucked

and ate the heads of grain, rubbing them in their
hands. 22 Some of the Pharisees said to them, “Why are
you doing what is not lawful to do on the Sabbath?”

33 Jesus answered them, “Have you not read what
David did when he and those who were with him were
hungry? 44 He went into the house of God, and took
and ate the ritual bread, and also gave it to those who
were with him. This was not lawful, but for the priests
only to eat.” 55 Then He said to them, “The Son of Man
is Lord even of the Sabbath.”

The Man With a WitherThe Man With a Withered Handed Hand
Mt 12:9–14; Mk 3:1–6

66 On another Sabbath, when He entered the syna-
gogue and taught, there was a man whose right hand
had withered. 77 The scribes and the Pharisees watched
Him to see whether He would heal on the Sabbath, so
that they might find an accusation against Him. 88 But
He knew their thoughts, and He said to the man who
had the withered hand, “Rise and stand in front.” So he
rose and stood in front.

99 Then Jesus said to them, “I will ask you one thing: Is
it lawful on the Sabbath to do good or to do evil, to
save life or to destroy it?”

1010 Then looking around at them all, He said to the
man, “Stretch out your hand.” He did so, and his hand
was restored as whole as the other. 1111 But they were
filled with madness and discussed with each other
what they might do to Jesus.

The Choosing of the TThe Choosing of the Twelve Apostleswelve Apostles
Mt 10:1–4; Mk 3:13–19

1212 In these days He went out to the mountain to pray
and continued all night in prayer to God. 1313 When it
was day, He called for His disciples, and of them He
chose twelve, whom He named apostles: 1414 Simon,
whom He named Peter, and Andrew his brother, and
James and John, and Philip and Bartholomew, 1515 and
Matthew and Thomas, and James the son of Alphaeus,
and Simon called the Zealot, 1616 and Judas the son of
James, and Judas Iscariot, who became a traitor.

Ministering to a GrMinistering to a Great Creat Croowdwd
Mt 4:23–25

1717 He came down with them and stood on a level
place with a crowd of His disciples and a great crowd
of people from all Judea and Jerusalem, and from the
seacoast of Tyre and Sidon, who came to hear Him
and be healed of their diseases, 1818 including those who
were vexed by unclean spirits. And they were healed.
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1919 The whole crowd tried to touch Him, for power went
out from Him and healed them all.

Blessings and WBlessings and Woesoes
Mt 5:1–12

2020 He lifted up His eyes on His disciples, and said:
“Blessed are you poor,
for yours is the kingdom of God.

2121 Blessed are you who hunger now,
for you shall be filled.

Blessed are you who weep now,
for you shall laugh.

2222 Blessed are you when men hate you,
and when they separate you from their company

and insult you,
and cast out your name as evil,
on account of the Son of Man.

2323 “Rejoice in that day, and leap for joy, for indeed,
your reward is great in heaven. For in like manner
their fathers treated the prophets.

2424 “But woe to you who are rich,
for you have received your consolation.

2525 Woe to you who are filled,
for you shall hunger.

Woe to you who laugh now,
for you shall mourn and weep.

2626 Woe to you, when all men speak well of you,
for so their fathers spoke of the false prophets.

LoLove for Enemiesve for Enemies
Mt 5:38–48

2727 “But I say to you who hear, love your enemies, do
good to those who hate you, 2828 bless those who curse
you, and pray for those who spitefully use you. 2929 To
him who strikes you on the one cheek, offer also the
other. And from him who takes away your cloak, do
not withhold your tunic as well. 3030 Give to everyone
who asks of you. And of him who takes away your
goods, do not ask for them back. 3131 Do unto others as
you would have others do unto you.

3232 “For if you love those who love you, what thanks
do you receive? For even sinners love those who love
them. 3333 And if you do good to those who do good to
you, what thanks do you receive? For even sinners do
the same. 3434 And if you lend to those from whom you
hope to receive, what thanks do you receive? Even sin-
ners lend to sinners, to receive as much in return. 3535

But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, hoping
for nothing in return. Then your reward will be great,
and you will be the sons of the Highest. For He is kind
to the unthankful and the evil. 3636 Be therefore merci-
ful, even as your Father is merciful.

Judging OthersJudging Others
Mt 7:1–5

3737 “Judge not, and you shall not be judged. Condemn
not, and you will not be condemned. Forgive, and you
shall be forgiven. 3838 Give, and it will be given to you:

Good measure, pressed down, shaken together, and
running over will men give unto you. For with the
measure you use, it will be measured unto you.”

3939 He spoke a parable to them: “Can the blind lead
the blind? Will they not both fall into the ditch? 4040 The
disciple is not above his teacher, but everyone who is
trained will be like his teacher.

4141 “Why do you see the speck that is in your broth-
er’s eye, but do not see the beam that is in your own
eye? 4242 How can you say to your brother, ‘Brother, let
me remove the speck that is in your eye,’ when you
yourself do not see the beam that is in your own eye?
You hypocrite! First remove the beam from your own
eye, and then you will see clearly to remove the speck
that is in your brother’s eye.

A TA Trree and Its Fruitee and Its Fruit
Mt 7:17–20

4343 “A good tree does not bear corrupt fruit, nor does
a corrupt tree bear good fruit. 4444 Each tree is known by
its own fruit. Men do not gather figs from thorns, nor
do they gather grapes from a wild bush. 4545 A good
man out of the good treasure of his heart bears what
is good, and an evil man out of the evil treasure of his
heart bears what is evil. For of the abundance of the
heart his mouth speaks.

The TThe Two Housebuilderswo Housebuilders
Mt 7:24–27

4646 “Why do you call Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ and not do what
I say? 4747 Whoever comes to Me and hears My words
and does them, I will show whom he is like: 4848 He is
like a man who built a house, and dug deep, and laid
the foundation on rock. When the flood arose, the
stream beat vehemently against that house, but could
not shake it, for it was founded on rock. 4949 But he who
hears and does not obey is like a man who built a
house on the ground without a foundation, against
which the stream beat vehemently. Immediately it fell,
and the ruin of that house was great.”

The Healing of a CenturionThe Healing of a Centurion’’s Servants Servant
Mt 8:5–13; Jn 4:43–54

When He had completed all His words in the
hearing of the people, He entered Capernaum.

22 Now a centurion’s †† servant, who was dear to him,
was sick and ready to die. 33 When he heard of Jesus, he
sent the elders of the Jews to Him, asking Him to come
and heal his servant. 44 When they came to Jesus, they
asked Him earnestly, saying, “You should do this for
him for he is worthy, 55 for he loves our nation, and he
has built us a synagogue.” 66 So Jesus went with them.

When He was not far from the house, the centurion
sent friends to Him, saying, “Lord, do not trouble Your-
self, for I am not worthy to have You come under my
roof. 77 Likewise, I did not think myself worthy to come

† Commander with the rank of captain over 100 soldiers.
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to You. But say the word, and my servant will be
healed. 88 For I myself am a man placed under authori-
ty, having soldiers under me. I say to one, ‘Go,’ and he
goes, and to another, ‘Come,’ and he comes, and to
my servant, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.”

99 When Jesus heard these words, He marveled at
him, and turned and said to the people who followed
Him, “I tell you, I have not found such great faith even
in Israel.” 1010 Then those who were sent, returning to
the house, found the servant well who had been sick.

The Raising of the WidoThe Raising of the Widoww’’s Sons Son
1111 The following day He went into a city called Nain,

and many of His disciples and a large crowd went with
Him. 1212 When He came near the gate of the city, a man
who had died was being carried out, the only son of
his mother, and she was a widow. And a large crowd
from the city was with her. 1313 When the Lord saw her,
He had compassion on her and said to her, “Do not
weep.”

1414 Then He came and touched the coffin, and those
who carried it stood still. He said, “Young man, I say to
you, arise.” 1515 He who was dead sat up and began to
speak. And He gave him to his mother.

1616 Fear came on everyone. And they glorified God,
saying, “A great prophet has risen up among us!” and
“God has visited His people!” 1717 This rumor of Him
went throughout all Judea and the surrounding re-
gion.

The Messengers FrThe Messengers From John the Baptistom John the Baptist
Mt 11:2–19

1818 The disciples of John told him of all these things.
1919 John, calling for two of his disciples, sent them to Je-
sus, saying, “Are You the One who is coming, or shall
we look for another?”

2020 When the men had come to Him, they said, “John
the Baptist has sent us to You, saying, ‘Are You the
One who is coming, or shall we look for another?’”

2121 In that same hour He cured many of their infirmi-
ties and afflictions and evil spirits. And to many who
were blind He gave sight. 2222 So Jesus answered them,
“Go and tell John what you have seen and heard: that
the blind see, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed,
the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the gospel is
preached to the poor. 2323 Blessed is he who does not
fall away on account of Me.”

2424 When the messengers of John had departed, He
began to speak to the crowd concerning John: “What
did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shak-
en by the wind? 2525 If not, what did you go out to see? A
man dressed in fine clothes? Now those who are
splendidly clothed and live luxuriously are in royal
palaces. 2626 What then did you go out to see? A
prophet? Yes, I say to you, and much more than a
prophet. 2727 This is he of whom it is written:
‘Look, I am sending My messenger before Your face,
who shall prepare Your way before You.’ ††

2828 I say to you, among those who are born of women
there is no greater prophet than John the Baptist. Yet
he who is least in the kingdom of God is greater than
he.”

2929 All the people who heard Him, including the tax
collectors, justified God, having been baptized with
the baptism of John. 3030 But the Pharisees and lawyers
rejected the counsel of God for themselves, not having
been baptized by John.

3131 Then the Lord said, “To what then shall I compare
the men of this generation, and what are they like? 3232

They are like children sitting in the marketplace, call-
ing to each other, saying:
‘We played the flute for you,
and you did not dance;

we mourned to you,
and you did not weep.’

3333 For John the Baptist came neither eating bread nor
drinking wine. But you say, ‘He has a demon.’ 3434 The
Son of Man has come eating and drinking. But you
say, ‘Look, a glutton and a drunkard, a friend of tax
collectors and sinners!’ 3535 But wisdom is justified by all
her children.”

A Sinful WA Sinful Woman Foroman Forgivengiven
3636 One of the Pharisees asked Him to eat with him.

So He went to the Pharisee’s house and sat down for
supper. 3737 There, a woman of the city who was a sin-
ner, when she learned that Jesus was sitting for sup-
per in the Pharisee’s house, brought an alabaster jar
of ointment, 3838 and stood behind Him at His feet,
weeping, and began to wash His feet with tears, and
wiped them with the hair of her head, and kissed His
feet, and anointed them with the ointment.

3939 Now when the Pharisee who had invited Him saw
it, he said to himself, “If this Man were a prophet, He
would have known who and what kind of woman she
is who is touching Him, for she is a sinner.”

4040 Jesus answered him, “Simon, I have something to
say to you.”

He said, “Teacher, say it.”
4141 “A creditor had two debtors. The one owed five

hundred denarii, †††† and the other fifty. 4242 When they
had no money to pay, he freely forgave them both. Tell
Me, therefore, which of them will love him more?”

4343 Simon answered, “I suppose he whom he forgave
more.”

He said to him, “You have judged rightly.”
4444 Then He turned to the woman and said to Simon,

“Do you see this woman? I entered your house. You
gave Me no water for My feet, but she has washed My
feet with her tears and wiped them with the hair of
her head. 4545 You gave Me no kiss, but this woman,
since the time I came in, has not ceased to kiss My
feet. 4646 You did not anoint My head with oil, but this
woman has anointed My feet with ointment. 4747 There-

† Mal 3:1. †† Gk. a denarius, a coin worth about a day’s
wage.
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fore I say to you, her sins, which are many, are forgiv-
en, for she loved much. But he who is forgiven little
loves little.”

4848 Then He said to her, “Your sins are forgiven.”
4949 Those who sat at supper with Him began to say to

themselves, “Who is He who even forgives sins?”
5050 He said to the woman, “Your faith has saved you.

Go in peace.”

WWomen Who Accompany Jesusomen Who Accompany Jesus

Afterward, He went throughout every city and vil-
lage, preaching and bringing the good news of

the kingdom of God. With Him were the twelve 22 and
some women who had been healed of evil spirits and
infirmities: Mary, called Magdalene, from whom seven
demons had come out, 33 and Joanna, the wife of
Chuza, Herod’s steward, and Susanna, and many oth-
ers, who supported Him with their possessions.

The ParThe Parable of the Soable of the Sowerwer
Mt 13:1–9; Mk 4:1–9

44 When a large crowd had gathered together and
people were coming to Him from every city, He told
this parable: 55 “A sower went out to sow his seed. As
he sowed, some fell along the path and was trampled
down, and the birds of the air devoured it. 66 Some fell
on a rock. And as soon as it sprang up, it withered
away, because it lacked moisture. 77 Yet some fell
among thorns. And the thorns sprang up with it and
choked it. 88 And other seed fell on good ground and
sprang up and yielded a hundred times the amount
sown.”

When He had said these things, He cried out, “He
who has ears to hear, let him hear.”

The Purpose of the ParThe Purpose of the Parablesables
Mt 13:10–17; Mk 4:10–12

99 His disciples asked Him, “What might this parable
mean?” 1010 He said, “To you it has been given to know
the secrets of the kingdom of God, but to others they
are in parables, so that
‘seeing they may not see,
and hearing they may not understand.’ ††

The ParThe Parable of the Soable of the Sower Explainedwer Explained
Mt 13:18–23; Mk 4:13–20

1111 “Now the parable means this: The seed is the
word of God. 1212 Those along the path are those who
hear. Then comes the devil, who takes away the word
from their hearts, lest they should believe and be
saved. 1313 Those on the rock are the ones who, when
they hear the word, receive it with joy. But these have
no root, for they believe for a while, then in the time of
temptation fall away. 1414 That which fell among thorns
are those who, when they have heard, go out and are
choked with the cares and riches and pleasures of this

† Isa 6:9.

life, and bring no fruit to maturity. 1515 But the seed on
the good ground are those who, having heard the
word, keep it in an honest and good heart and bear
fruit with patience.

A Light Under a VA Light Under a Vesselessel
Mk 4:21–25

1616 “No one, when he lights a candle, covers it with a
vessel or puts it under a bed, but sets it on a candle-
stick, that those who enter may see the light. 1717 For
nothing is secret that will not be revealed, nor any-
thing hidden that will not be known and revealed. 1818

Take heed therefore how you hear. For whoever has,
to him will be given. And whoever has not, from him
will be taken even what he thinks he has.”

The Mother and BrThe Mother and Brothers of Jesusothers of Jesus
Mt 12:46–50; Mk 3:31–35

1919 Then His mother and His brothers came to Him,
but could not reach Him because of the crowd.
2020 Someone told Him, “Your mother and Your brothers
are standing outside, desiring to see You.”

2121 He answered them, “My mother and My brothers
are these who hear the word of God and do it.”

The Calming of a StormThe Calming of a Storm
Mt 8:23–27; Mk 4:35–41

2222 One day He went into a boat with His disciples,
and He said to them, “Let us go over to the other side
of the lake.” So they launched out. 2323 As they sailed, He
fell asleep. Then a wind storm came down on the lake,
and they were filling with water, and were in danger.

2424 They came to Him and awoke Him, saying, “Master,
Master, we are perishing!”

Then He arose and rebuked the wind and the raging
of the water. And they ceased, and there was a calm.
2525 He said to them, “Where is your faith?”

Being afraid, they marveled, saying to each other,
“Who then is this Man? He commands even the winds
and water, and they obey Him.”

The Healing of the GadarThe Healing of the Gadarene Demoniacene Demoniac
Mt 8:28–34; Mk 5:1–20

2626 They sailed to the country of the Gadarenes, which
is across from Galilee. 2727 When He stepped out on
land, a man from the city who had demons for a long
time met Him. He wore no clothes, nor did he live in a
house but in the tombs. 2828 When he saw Jesus, he cried
out and fell down before Him, and with a loud voice
said, “What have You to do with me, Jesus, Son of the
Most High God? I plead with You, do not torment me.”
2929 For He had commanded the unclean spirit to come
out of the man. It often had seized him, and he was
kept under guard, bound with chains and shackles.
But he broke the shackles and was driven by the de-
mon into the wilderness.

3030 Jesus asked him, “What is your name?”
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He said, “Legion,” because many demons had en-
tered him. 3131 And they begged Him not to command
them to go out into the abyss.

3232 There was a large herd of swine feeding on the
mountain. They begged Him to permit them to enter
them, and He permitted them. 3333 Then the demons
went out of the man and entered the swine, and the
herd ran violently down the steep bank into the lake
and was drowned.

3434 When those who fed them saw what had hap-
pened, they fled and reported it in the city and in the
country. 3535 Then they went out to see what had hap-
pened, and came to Jesus, and found the man from
whom the demons had departed sitting at the feet of
Jesus, clothed, and in his right mind. And they were
afraid. 3636 Those who had seen it told them how he who
had been possessed by demons was healed. 3737 Then
the whole crowd from the surrounding country of the
Gadarenes asked Him to depart from them, for they
were seized with great fear. So He went into the boat
and returned.

3838 Now the man from whom the demons had depart-
ed asked Him if he could stay with Him. But Jesus sent
him away, saying, 3939 “Return to your own house, and
tell what great things God has done for you.” So he
went his way and proclaimed throughout the whole
city what great things Jesus had done for him.

Jairus’ Daughter and the WJairus’ Daughter and the Woman Who Toman Who Touched Jesus’ouched Jesus’
GarmentGarment

Mt 9:18–26; Mk 5:21–43

4040 When Jesus returned, the crowd gladly received
Him, for they were all waiting for Him. 4141 Then a man
named Jairus, who was a ruler of the synagogue, came
and fell down at Jesus’ feet, and begged Him to come
to his house, 4242 for he had an only daughter, about
twelve years of age, and she was dying.

As He went, the people crowded Him. 4343 And a
woman having a hemorrhage for twelve years, who
had spent all her living on physicians, but could not be
healed by anyone, 4444 came behind Him, and touched
the fringe of His garment. And immediately her hem-
orrhage dried up.

4545 Jesus said, “Who touched Me?”
When everyone denied it, Peter and those who were

with Him said, “Master, the crowds are pressing
against You, and You say, ‘Who touched Me?’ ”

4646 But Jesus said, “Someone touched Me, for I per-
ceive that power has gone out from Me.”

4747 When the woman saw that she was not hidden,
she came trembling. And falling down before Him, she
declared to Him before all the people why she had
touched Him and how she was healed immediately.
4848 Then He said to her, “Daughter, be of good cheer.
Your faith has made you well. Go in peace.”

4949 While He was still speaking, someone from the
synagogue ruler’s house came, saying to Jairus, “Your
daughter is dead. Do not trouble the Teacher.”

5050 But when Jesus heard it, He answered him, “Do not
fear. Only believe, and she will be made well.”

5151 When He came into the house, He permitted no
one to go in except Peter, John and James, and the fa-
ther and mother of the girl. 5252 All wept and mourned
for her. But He said, “Do not weep. She is not dead but
sleeping.”

5353 They laughed at Him, knowing that she was dead.
5454 But He put them all outside and took her by the
hand and called, saying, “Little girl, arise.” 5555 Her spirit
returned, and she arose immediately. And He told
them to give her food. 5656 Her parents were astonished,
but He commanded them to tell no one what had hap-
pened.

The Mission of the TThe Mission of the Twelve Apostleswelve Apostles
Mt 10:1, 5–15; Mk 6:7–13

Then He called His twelve disciples together and
gave them power and authority over all demons

and to cure diseases. 22 And He sent them to preach
the kingdom of God and to heal the sick. 33 He said to
them, “Take nothing for your journey: no staff, no bag,
no bread, no money. And do not take two tunics
apiece. 44 Whatever house you enter, stay there, and
from there depart. 55 Whoever will not receive you,
when you go out of that city, shake off the very dust
from your feet as a testimony against them.” 66 So they
departed and went through the towns, preaching the
gospel and healing everywhere.

HerHerod’od’s Anxietys Anxiety
Mt 14:1–12; Mk 6:14–29

77 Now Herod the tetrarch heard of all that was done
by Him. And he was perplexed, because it was said by
some that John had risen from the dead, 88 and by
some that Elijah had appeared, and by others that one
of the old prophets had risen. 99 But Herod said, “I have
beheaded John. But who is this of whom I hear such
things?” And he tried to see Him.

The Feeding of the Five ThousandThe Feeding of the Five Thousand
Mt 14:13–21; Mk 6:30–44; Jn 6:1–14

1010 When the apostles returned, they told Jesus all that
they had done. Then He took them and went aside pri-
vately into a deserted place belonging to the city
called Bethsaida. 1111 But when the crowds knew it, they
followed Him. And He welcomed them and spoke to
them about the kingdom of God, and healed those
who had need of healing.

1212 When the day began to end, the twelve came and
said to Him, “Send the crowds away, so they can go in-
to the towns and surrounding countryside and lodge
and get food. For we are in a deserted place here.”

1313 He said to them, “You give them something to eat.”
They said, “We have no more than five loaves and

two fish, unless we go and buy food for all these peo-
ple.” 1414 There were about five thousand men.
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But He said to His disciples, “Make them sit down in
groups of fifty.” 1515 They did so, and made them all sit
down. 1616 Then He took the five loaves and the two fish,
and looking up to heaven, He blessed them, and broke
them, and gave them to the disciples to set before the
crowd. 1717 They all ate and were filled, and twelve bas-
kets of broken pieces that remained were collected.

PeterPeter’’s Declars Declaration About Jesusation About Jesus
Mt 16:13–19; Mk 8:27–29

1818 As He was alone praying, His disciples were with
Him. And He asked them, “Who do the people say that
I am?”

1919 They answered, “John the Baptist. But some say Eli-
jah. And others say that one of the old prophets has
risen.”

2020 He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?”
Peter answered, “The Christ of God.”

Jesus ForJesus Foretells His Death and Resurretells His Death and Resurrectionection
Mt 16:20–28; Mk 8:30–9:1

2121 Jesus strictly commanded them to tell no one of
this, 2222 saying, “The Son of Man must suffer many
things, and be rejected by the elders and chief priests
and scribes, and be killed, and be raised the third day.”

2323 Then He said to them all, “If anyone will come after
Me, let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily,
and follow Me. 2424 For whoever will save his life will lose
it, but whoever loses his life for My sake will save it. 2525

For what does it profit a man if he gains the whole
world, yet loses or forfeits himself? 2626 For whoever is
ashamed of Me and My words, of him will the Son of
Man be ashamed when He comes in His own glory
and in the glory of His Father and of the holy angels.

2727 “But I tell you truly, there are some standing here
who shall not taste death before they see the kingdom
of God.”

The TThe Trransfiguransfigurationation
Mt 17:1–8; Mk 9:2–8

2828 About eight days after these sayings, He took Pe-
ter and John and James and went up onto a mountain
to pray. 2929 As He prayed, the appearance of His counte-
nance was altered, and His clothing was white and
glistening. 3030 And suddenly two men were talking with
Him, who were Moses and Elijah, 3131 who appeared in
glory and spoke of His departure which He was to ac-
complish in Jerusalem. 3232 Peter and those who were
with him were heavy with sleep. But waking thorough-
ly, they saw His glory and the two men who stood with
Him. 3333 As they departed from Him, Peter said to Jesus,
“Master, it is good for us to be here. Let us make three
sanctuaries: one for You, and one for Moses, and one
for Elijah,” not knowing what he said.

3434 While he was speaking, a cloud came and over-
shadowed them. And they were afraid as they entered
the cloud. 3535 A voice came from out of the cloud, say-
ing, “This is My beloved Son. Listen to Him.” 3636 When

the voice had spoken, Jesus was found alone. They
kept silent and told no one in those days anything
they had seen.

The Healing of a BoThe Healing of a Boy With an Unclean Spirity With an Unclean Spirit
Mt 17:14–18; Mk 9:14–27

3737 The next day, when they came down from the
mountain, a great crowd met Him. 3838 Suddenly a man
cried out from the crowd, saying, “Teacher, I beg You,
look upon my son, for he is my only child. 3939 A spirit
seizes him, and he suddenly cries out. It convulses him
until he foams at the mouth, and bruises him, and
scarcely leaves him. 4040 I begged Your disciples to cast it
out, but they could not.”

4141 Jesus said, “O faithless and perverse generation,
how long shall I be with you and bear with you? Bring
your son here.”

4242 While he was coming, the demon threw him down
and convulsed him. But Jesus rebuked the unclean
spirit, and healed the child, and returned him to his fa-
ther. 4343 And they were all amazed at the mighty power
of God.

Jesus ForJesus Foretells His Death a Second Timeetells His Death a Second Time
Mt 17:22–23; Mk 9:30–32

But while everyone marveled at all the things Jesus
did, He said to His disciples, 4444 “Let these words sink
down into your ears, for the Son of Man is about to be
betrayed into the hands of men.” 4545 But they did not
understand this statement, and it was hidden from
them, so that they did not perceive it. And they were
afraid to ask Him about this statement.

Who Is the GrWho Is the Greatest?eatest?
Mt 18:1–5; Mk 9:33–37

4646 A dispute arose among them as to which of them
was the greatest. 4747 Jesus, perceiving the thought of
their heart, took a child and put him by Him, 4848 and
said to them, “Whoever receives this child in My name
receives Me, and whoever receives Me receives Him
who sent Me. For he who is least among you all will be
great.”

He Who Is Not Against YHe Who Is Not Against You Is for You Is for Youou
Mk 9:38–40

4949 John answered, “Master, we saw a man casting out
demons in Your name and we forbade him, because
he does not follow with us.”

5050 Jesus said, “Do not forbid him, for he who is not
against you is for you.”

A Samaritan Village Refuses to Receive JesusA Samaritan Village Refuses to Receive Jesus
5151 When the time came for Him to be received up, He

was steadfastly set to go to Jerusalem, 5252 and sent
messengers ahead of Him. They went and entered a
village of the Samaritans to make things ready for
Him, 5353 but they did not receive Him, because He was
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1010

set to go to Jerusalem. 5454 When His disciples James and
John saw this, they said, “Lord, do You want us to com-
mand fire to come down from heaven and consume
them, even as Elijah did?” 5555 But He turned and re-
buked them and said, “You do not know what kind of
spirit you are of. 5656 For the Son of Man did not come to
destroy men’s lives but to save them.” And they went
to another village.

The WThe Would-Be Folloould-Be Followers of Jesuswers of Jesus
Mt 8:19–22

5757 As they went along the way, a man said to Him,
“Lord, I will follow You wherever You go.”

5858 Jesus said to him, “Foxes have holes and birds of
the air have nests. But the Son of Man has no place to
lay His head.”

5959 He said to another man, “Follow Me.”
But he said, “Lord, let me first go and bury my fa-

ther.”
6060 Jesus said to him, “Leave the dead to bury their

own dead. But you go and preach the kingdom of
God.”

6161 Yet another said, “Lord, I will follow You, but let me
first go bid farewell to those at my house.”

6262 Jesus said to him, “No one who puts his hand to
the plow and looks back at things is fit for the king-
dom of God.”

The Mission of the SeThe Mission of the Seventyventy

After this the Lord appointed seventy others,
and sent them two by two ahead of Him into

every city and place where He Himself was about to
come. 22 He said to them, “The harvest truly is plentiful,
but the laborers are few. Pray therefore the Lord of
the harvest to send out laborers into His harvest. 33 Go
your ways. Listen, I am sending you out as lambs
among wolves. 44 Carry no purse, no bag, no shoes,
and greet no one on the road.

55 “When you enter a house, first say, ‘Peace be to
this house.’ 66 If a son of peace is there, your peace will
rest upon him; but if not, it will return upon you. 77 Re-
main in the same house, eating and drinking what
they give, for the laborer is worthy of his hire. Do not
go from house to house.

88 “When you enter a city and they receive you, eat
what is set before you. 99 Heal the sick who are there
and say to them, ‘The kingdom of God has come near
to you.’ 1010 But when you enter a city and they do not
receive you, go your way out into their streets and say,
1111 ‘Even the dust of your city which clings to us, we
wipe off against you. Yet be sure of this, that the king-
dom of God has come near to you.’ 1212 But I say to you,
it will be more tolerable on that Day for Sodom than
for that city.

UnrUnrepentant Citiesepentant Cities
Mt 11:20–24

1313 “Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For
if the mighty works had been done in Tyre and Sidon
which have been done for you, they would have re-
pented long ago, sitting in sackcloth and ashes. 1414 But
it will be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon at the judg-
ment than for you. 1515 And you, Capernaum, will you be
exalted to heaven? You will be thrust down to hell.

1616 “He who listens to you listens to Me, he who re-
jects you rejects Me, and he who rejects Me rejects
Him who sent Me.”

The Return of the SeThe Return of the Seventyventy
1717 The seventy returned with joy, saying, “Lord, even

the demons are subject to us through Your name.”
1818 He said to them, “I saw Satan as lightning fall from

heaven. 1919 Look, I give you authority to trample on
serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the
enemy. And nothing shall by any means hurt you. 2020

Nevertheless do not rejoice that the spirits are subject
to you, but rather rejoice that your names are written
in heaven.”

The Rejoicing of JesusThe Rejoicing of Jesus
Mt 11:25–27; 13:16–17

2121 At that time Jesus rejoiced in the Holy Spirit and
said, “I thank You, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth,
because You have hidden these things from the wise
and intelligent and revealed them to infants. Yes, Fa-
ther, for it was Your good pleasure.

2222 “All things have been handed over to Me by My Fa-
ther. And no one knows who the Son is but the Father,
and who the Father is but the Son and he to whom the
Son desires to reveal Him.”

2323 Then He turned to His disciples and said privately,
“Blessed are the eyes which see what you see. 2424 For I
tell you, many prophets and kings have desired to see
what you see, and have not seen it, and to hear what
you hear, and have not heard it.”

The Good SamaritanThe Good Samaritan
2525 Now, a lawyer stood up and tested Him, saying,

“Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?”
2626 He said to him, “What is written in the law? How do

you read?”
2727 He answered, “‘You shall love the Lord your God

with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all
your strength, and with all your mind’ †† and ‘your
neighbor as yourself.’ ††††”

2828 He said to him, “You have answered correctly. Do
this, and you will live.”

2929 But he, desiring to justify himself, said to Jesus,
“And who is my neighbor?”

† Dt 6:5. †† Lev 19:18.
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3030 Jesus answered, “A man went down from
Jerusalem to Jericho and fell among thieves, who
stripped him of his clothing and wounded him and de-
parted, leaving him half dead. 3131 By chance a priest
came down that way. And when he saw him, he
passed by on the other side. 3232 So likewise a Levite,
when he came to that place, looked at him and passed
by on the other side. 3333 But a Samaritan, as he jour-
neyed, came where he was. And when he saw him, he
had compassion on him, 3434 and went to him and
bound up his wounds, pouring in oil and wine. Then
he set him on his own donkey and brought him to an
inn, and took care of him. 3535 The next day when he de-
parted, he took out two denarii †† and gave them to the
innkeeper and said to him, ‘Take care of him. I will re-
pay you whatever else you spend when I return.’

3636 “Now which of these three do you think was a
neighbor to him who fell among the thieves?”

3737 He said, “The one who showed mercy on him.”
Then Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise.”

Visiting Martha and MaryVisiting Martha and Mary
3838 As they went, He entered a village. And a woman

named Martha welcomed Him into her house. 3939 She
had a sister called Mary, who also sat at Jesus’ feet and
listened to His teaching. 4040 But Martha was distracted
with much serving, and she came to Him and said,
“Lord, do You not care that my sister has left me to
serve alone? Then tell her to help me.”

4141 Jesus answered her, “Martha, Martha, you are anx-
ious and troubled about many things. 4242 But one thing
is needed. And Mary has chosen the good part, which
shall not be taken from her.”

TTeaching About Preaching About Prayerayer
Mt 6:9–15; 7:7–11

He was praying in a certain place, and when He
ceased, one of His disciples said to Him, “Lord,

teach us to pray, as John also taught his disciples.”
22 He said to them, “When you pray, say:

Our Father, who is in heaven,
hallowed be Your name.
Your kingdom come;
Your will be done
on earth, as it is in heaven.

33 Give us each day our daily bread.
44 And forgive us our sins,
for we also forgive everyone who is indebted to us.

And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.”

55 Then He said to them, “Which of you has a friend
and shall go to him at midnight and say to him,
‘Friend, lend me three loaves, 66 for a friend of mine on
his journey has come to me, and I have nothing to set
before him’; 77 and he will answer from within, ‘Do not
trouble me; the door is now shut, and my children are

† Gk. a denarius, a coin worth about a day’s wage.

with me in bed; I cannot rise and give you anything’? 88

I say to you, though he will not rise and give him any-
thing because he is his friend, yet because of his per-
sistence he will rise and give him as much as he
needs.

99 “And I tell you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek,
and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you.
1010 For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks
finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened.

1111 “If a son asks for bread from any of you who is a
father, will you give him a stone? Or if he asks for a
fish, will you give him a serpent instead of a fish? 1212 Or
if he asks for an egg, will you offer him a scorpion? 1313

If you then, being evil, know how to give good gifts to
your children, how much more will your heavenly Fa-
ther give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him?”

Jesus and BeelzebubJesus and Beelzebub
Mt 12:22–30; Mk 3:20–27

1414 He was casting out a demon, and it was mute.
When the demon had gone out, the mute man spoke,
and the crowd marveled. 1515 But some of them said, “He
casts out demons through Beelzebub, the ruler of the
demons.” 1616 Others, testing Him, asked Him for a sign
from heaven.

1717 But He, knowing their thoughts, said to them,
“Every kingdom divided against itself is made deso-
late. And a house divided against itself falls. 1818 If Satan
also is divided against himself, how will his kingdom
stand? For you say that I cast out demons through
Beelzebub. 1919 Now if I cast out demons by Beelzebub,
by whom do your sons cast them out? Therefore they
will be your judges. 2020 But if I cast out demons with
the finger of God, no doubt the kingdom of God has
come upon you.

2121 “When a strong man, fully armed, guards his own
palace, his goods are peacefully kept. 2222 But when a
stronger man than he attacks and overpowers him, he
seizes all the armor in which the man trusted and di-
vides his spoils.

2323 “He who is not with Me is against Me, and he who
does not gather with Me scatters.

The Return of the Unclean SpiritThe Return of the Unclean Spirit
Mt 12:43–45

2424 “When an unclean spirit goes out of a man, it goes
through dry places seeking rest. Finding none, it says,
‘I will return to my house, from which I came.’ 2525 When
it comes, it finds it swept and furnished. 2626 Then it
goes and brings seven other spirits more wicked than
itself, and they enter and dwell there. And the last
state of that man is worse than the first.”

TTrue Blessednessrue Blessedness
2727 As He spoke these things, a woman from the

crowd raised her voice and said to Him, “Blessed is the
woman who gave You birth and nursed You.”
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2828 But He said, “Indeed, blessed are those who hear
the word of God and keep it.”

The Demand for a SignThe Demand for a Sign
Mt 12:38–42; Mk 8:12

2929 When the crowds pressed upon Him, He began to
say, “This is an evil generation. It looks for a sign, but
no sign will be given it except the sign of Jonah the
prophet. 3030 For as Jonah was a sign to the Ninevites, so
will the Son of Man be to this generation. 3131 The
Queen of the South will rise up in the judgment with
the men of this generation and condemn them, for
she came from the ends of the earth to hear the wis-
dom of Solomon. And now one greater than Solomon
is here. 3232 The men of Nineveh will rise up in the judg-
ment with this generation and will condemn it, for
they repented at the preaching of Jonah. And now one
greater than Jonah is here.

The Light of the BodyThe Light of the Body
Mt 5:15; 6:22–23

3333 “No one, when he has lit a candle, puts it in a se-
cret place or under a basket, but on a candlestick, that
those who come in may see the light. 3434 The eye is the
lamp of the body. Therefore when your eye is good,
your whole body also is full of light. But when your eye
is bad, your body also is full of darkness. 3535 Take heed
therefore lest the light which is in you is darkness. 3636 If
your whole body, then, is full of light, no part being
dark, the whole body will be full of light, as when the
shining candle gives you light.”

The Denouncing of the Pharisees and LawyersThe Denouncing of the Pharisees and Lawyers
Mt 23:1–36; Mk 12:38–40; Lk 20:45–47

3737 As He spoke, a Pharisee asked Him to dine with
him. So He went in and sat down to eat. 3838 When the
Pharisee saw it, he marveled that He had not first
washed before dinner.

3939 Then the Lord said to him, “Now you Pharisees
clean the outside of the cup and the dish. But inside
you are full of extortion and wickedness. 4040 You fools!
Did not he who made the outside make the inside al-
so? 4141 But give alms from what is within. And then all
things are clean to you.

4242 “Woe to you, Pharisees! For you tithe mint and rue
and every herb and pass over justice and the love of
God. These you ought to have done, without leaving
the others undone.

4343 “Woe to you, Pharisees! For you love the promi-
nent seats in the synagogues and greetings in the
marketplaces.

4444 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!
For you are like unseen graves, and the men who walk
over them are not aware of them.”

4545 One of the lawyers answered, “Teacher, by saying
these things You insult us also.”

4646 He said, “Woe to you also, you lawyers! For you
load men with burdens difficult to carry, and you your-

selves do not touch the burdens with one of your fin-
gers.

4747 “Woe to you! For you build the tombs of the
prophets, and your fathers killed them. 4848 So you are
witnesses and entirely approve the deeds of your fa-
thers, because they killed them, and you build their
tombs. 4949 Therefore also the wisdom of God said, ‘I will
send them prophets and apostles, and some of them
they will kill and persecute,’ 5050 that the blood of all the
prophets, shed since the beginning of the world, may
be required from this generation, 5151 from the blood of
Abel to the blood of Zechariah, who was killed be-
tween the altar and the sanctuary. Yes, I tell you, it
shall be required from this generation.

5252 “Woe to you, lawyers! For you have taken away
the key of knowledge. You did not enter yourselves,
and you hindered those who were entering.”

5353 As He said these things to them, the scribes and
the Pharisees began to incite Him vehemently and an-
grily draw Him out concerning many things, 5454 lying in
wait for Him and seeking to catch something out of
His mouth, that they might accuse Him.

A WA Warning Against Hypocrisyarning Against Hypocrisy

Meanwhile, when thousands of the crowd were
assembled, so as to trample on one another, He

began to say to His disciples first, “Beware of the yeast
of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy. 22 For there is
nothing covered that will not be revealed, or hidden
that will not be known. 33 Therefore what you have said
in the darkness will be heard in the light. And what
you have whispered in the ear in private rooms will be
proclaimed on the housetops.

Whom to FearWhom to Fear
Mt 10:28–31

44 “I say to you, My friends, do not be afraid of those
who kill the body, and after that can do no more. 55 But
I will warn you whom you shall fear: Fear Him who, af-
ter He has killed, has power to cast into hell. Yes, I say
to you, fear Him. 66 Are not five sparrows sold for two
pennies †† ? Yet not one of them is forgotten by God. 77

Indeed, even the hairs of your head are all numbered.
Therefore do not fear. You are more valuable than
many sparrows.

Confessing Christ BeforConfessing Christ Before Mene Men
Mt 10:19–20, 32–33; 12:32

88 “I say to you, whoever confesses Me before men,
him will the Son of Man also confess before the angels
of God. 99 But he who denies Me before men will be
denied before the angels of God. 1010 And everyone who
speaks a word against the Son of Man will be forgiven,
but he who blasphemes against the Holy Spirit will not
be forgiven.

† Gk. a 2 assaria. An assarionwas worth 1/16 of a denarius,
which was a day’s wage.
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1111 “When they bring you to the synagogues, rulers,
and authorities, do not be anxious how you will an-
swer or what you will say. 1212 For the Holy Spirit will
teach you at that time what you should say.”

The ParThe Parable of the Rich Foolable of the Rich Fool
1313 Someone in the crowd said to Him, “Teacher, tell

my brother to divide the inheritance with me.”
1414 Jesus said to him, “Man, who appointed Me a judge

or an arbitrator between you?” 1515 Then He said to
them, “Take heed and beware of covetousness. For a
man’s life does not consist in the abundance of his
possessions.”

1616 And He told a parable to them, saying, “The land of
a rich man produced plentifully. 1717 He thought to him-
self, ‘What shall I do, for I have no room to store my
crops?’

1818 “Then he said, ‘This I will do: I will pull down my
barns and build greater ones, and there I will store all
my grain and my goods. 1919 And I will say to my soul,
Soul, you have many goods laid up for many years.
Take rest. Eat, drink, and be merry.’

2020 “But God said to him, ‘You fool! This night your
soul will be required of you. Then whose will those
things be which you have provided?’

2121 “So is he who stores up treasure for himself, and is
not rich toward God.”

CarCare and Anxietye and Anxiety
Mt 6:25–34, 19–21

2222 Then He said to His disciples, “Therefore I say to
you, do not be anxious for your life, what you will eat,
nor for your body, what you will wear. 2323 Life is more
than food, and the body is more than clothes. 2424 Con-
sider the ravens: They neither sow nor reap, they have
neither storehouses nor barns. Yet God feeds them.
How much more valuable are you than birds? 2525 Who
of you by worrying can add one cubit †† to his height?
2626 If you then cannot do what is least, why are you
anxious about the other things?

2727 “Consider how the lilies grow. They neither spin
nor weave. Yet I say to you that Solomon in all his glo-
ry was not arrayed like one of these. 2828 If God so
clothes the grass, which today is in the field and to-
morrow is thrown into the oven, how much more will
He clothe you, O you of little faith? 2929 And do not seek
what you will eat or what you will drink, nor be of an
anxious mind. 3030 For the nations of the world seek all
these things, and your Father knows that you need
them. 3131 But seek the kingdom of God, and all these
things shall be given to you.

3232 “Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s
good pleasure to give you the kingdom. 3333 Sell your
possessions and give alms. Provide yourselves purses
that do not grow old, an unfailing treasure in the heav-
ens, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys.

† A cubit is about half a meter.

3434 For where your treasure is, there will your heart be
also.

WWatchful Servantsatchful Servants
Mt 24:45–51

3535 “Let your waist be girded and your lights be burn-
ing, 3636 and you be like men waiting for their master to
return from the wedding banquet, so that they may
open the door immediately for him when he comes
and knocks. 3737 Blessed are those servants whom the
master will find watching when he comes. Truly I say
to you, he will dress himself and have them sit down
to dine, and he will come and serve them. 3838 If he
comes in the second watch, or comes in the third
watch, and finds them so, blessed are those servants.
3939 But know this: If the owner of the house had known
at what hour the thief was coming, he would have
watched and not have allowed his house to be broken
into. 4040 Therefore be ready, for the Son of Man is com-
ing at an hour you do not expect.”

4141 Peter said to Him, “Lord, are You telling this para-
ble to us, or to everyone?”

4242 The Lord said, “Who then is the faithful and wise
steward, whom his master will make ruler over his
house servants, to give them their portion of food at
the proper time? 4343 Blessed is that servant whom his
master will find so doing when he comes. 4444 Truly, I
say to you, he will appoint him over all his posses-
sions. 4545 But if that servant says in his heart, ‘My mas-
ter delays his coming,’ and begins to beat the house
servants, both men and women, and to eat and drink
and get drunk, 4646 the master of that servant will come
on a day when he does not look for him, and at an
hour when he is not aware, and will cut him to pieces
and will appoint him his portion with the unbelievers.

4747 “That servant who knew his master’s will, but did
not prepare himself or do according to his will, shall
be beaten with many stripes. 4848 But he who unknow-
ingly committed acts worthy of punishment shall be
beaten with few stripes. For to whom much is given, of
him much shall be required. And from him to whom
much was entrusted, much will be asked.

Jesus the Cause of DivisionJesus the Cause of Division
Mt 10:34–36

4949 “I have come to send fire upon the earth and wish
that it were already kindled! 5050 But I have a baptism to
be baptized with, and how pressed I am until it is ac-
complished! 5151 Do you suppose that I have come to
give peace on earth? No, I tell you, but rather division.
5252 For there will be from now on five divided in one
house, three against two and two against three. 5353

They will be divided, father against son and son
against father, mother against daughter and daughter
against mother, and mother-in-law against her daugh-
ter-in-law and daughter-in-law against her mother-in-
law.”
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Discerning the Appointed TimeDiscerning the Appointed Time
Mt 16:2–3

5454 Then He said to the crowd: “When you see a cloud
rise out of the west, immediately you say, ‘A shower is
coming,’ and so it is. 5555 And when a south wind blows,
you say, ‘There will be heat,’ and it happens. 5656 You
hypocrites! You can discern the face of the sky and of
the earth. But why do you not know how to discern
this time?

Settling With YSettling With Your Accuserour Accuser
Mt 5:25–26

5757 “Why even among yourselves do you not judge
what is right? 5858 When you go with your adversary to
the magistrate, as you are on the way, diligently try to
settle matters with him, lest he drag you to the judge,
and the judge will hand you over to the officer, and
the officer will throw you into prison. 5959 I tell you, you
shall not come out from there until you have paid the
very last penny.” ††

Repent or PerishRepent or Perish

There were present at that time some who told
Him of the Galileans whose blood Pilate had

mingled with their sacrifices. 22 Jesus answered, “Do
you suppose that these Galileans were worse sinners
than all the other Galileans, because they suffered
such things? 33 I tell you, no! But unless you repent,
you will all likewise perish. 44 Or those eighteen, upon
whom the tower in Siloam fell and killed them, do you
think that they were worse offenders than all men liv-
ing in Jerusalem? 55 I tell you, no! But unless you re-
pent, you will all likewise perish.”

The ParThe Parable of the Barrable of the Barren Fig Ten Fig Trreeee
66 Then He told this parable: “A man had a fig tree

planted in his vineyard. He came and looked for fruit
on it and found none. 77 So he said to the vinedresser
of his vineyard, ‘Now these three years I have come
looking for fruit on this fig tree, and I find none. Cut it
down. Why should it deplete the soil?’

88 “He answered him, ‘Sir, leave it alone this year also,
until I dig around it and fertilize it. 99 And if it bears
fruit, well. But if not, after that you shall cut it down.’”

Healing a WHealing a Woman on the Sabbathoman on the Sabbath
1010 He was teaching in one of the synagogues on the

Sabbath. 1111 And there was a woman who had a spirit of
infirmity for eighteen years and was bent over and
could not straighten herself up. 1212 When Jesus saw her,
He called her and said to her, “Woman, you are loosed
from your infirmity.” 1313 Then He laid His hands on her,
and immediately she was made straight and glorified
God.

† Gk. a lepton, the smallest coin circulated, means “small” or
“thin.”

1414 But the ruler of the synagogue answered with in-
dignation, because Jesus had healed on the Sabbath,
and said to the people, “There are six days in which
men ought to work. Therefore come and be healed on
those days, but not on the Sabbath day.”

1515 The Lord answered him, “You hypocrite! Does not
each one of you on the Sabbath untie his ox or his
donkey from the stall and lead it away to water it? 1616

Then should not this woman, being a daughter of
Abraham whom Satan has bound these eighteen
years, be loosed from this bondage on the Sabbath?”

1717 When He said this, all His adversaries were
ashamed. And all the people rejoiced for all the glori-
ous things that were done by Him.

The ParThe Parables of the Mustarables of the Mustard Seed and the Yd Seed and the Yeasteast
Mt 13:31–33; Mk 4:30–32

1818 Then He said, “What is the kingdom of God like? To
what shall I compare it? 1919 It is like a grain of mustard
seed which a man took and planted in his garden. It
grew and became a large tree, and the birds of the air
nested in its branches.”

2020 Again He said, “To what shall I compare the king-
dom of God? 2121 It is like yeast, which a woman took
and hid in sixty pounds †††† of meal until all of it was
leavened.”

The NarrThe Narroow Gatew Gate
Mt 7:13–14, 21–23

2222 Then He went through the cities and villages,
teaching, and journeying toward Jerusalem. 2323 Some-
one said to Him, “Lord, will those who are saved be
few?”

He said to them, 2424 “Strive to enter through the nar-
row gate. For many, I tell you, will try to enter and will
not be able. 2525 Once the Master of the house has risen
up and shut the door, and you begin to stand outside
and knock at the door, saying, ‘Lord, Lord, open for us,’
He will answer you, ‘I do not know where you come
from.’

2626 “Then you will begin to say, ‘We ate and drank in
your presence, and you taught in our streets.’

2727 “But He will say, ‘I tell you, I do not know you, or
where you come from. Depart from Me, all you work-
ers of iniquity.’

2828 “There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth
when you see Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, and all
the prophets in the kingdom of God, and you your-
selves thrust out. 2929 They will come from the east and
from the west and from the north and from the south
and will sit down to dine in the kingdom of God. 3030 Lis-
ten, there are the last who will be first, and the first
who will be last.”

†† Gk. a 3 sata, or 27 kilograms.
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The Lament Over JerusalemThe Lament Over Jerusalem
Mt 23:37–39

3131 On the same day certain Pharisees came, saying to
Him, “Get out and depart from here, for Herod wants
to kill You.”

3232 He said to them, “Go and tell that fox, ‘Look, I cast
out demons. And I perform healings today and tomor-
row, and on the third day I shall be perfected.’ 3333 Nev-
ertheless I must travel today and tomorrow and the
day following. For it cannot be that a prophet should
perish outside Jerusalem.

3434 “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, which kills the prophets
and stones those who are sent to you! How often
would I have gathered your children together, as a
hen gathers her chicks under her wings, and you were
not willing! 3535 Look, your house is forsaken. Truly I say
to you, you shall not see Me until the time comes
when you say, ‘Blessed is He who comes in the name
of the Lord.’ †† ”

The Healing of the Man With EdemaThe Healing of the Man With Edema

On the Sabbath they watched Him as He went
into the house of one of the leaders of the Phar-

isees to eat bread. 22 There before Him was a man who
had edema. ††††33 Jesus said to the lawyers and Pharisees,
“Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath?” 44 But they re-
mained silent. So He took him and healed him, and let
him go.

55 Then He said, “Which of you having a donkey or an
ox that has fallen into a pit will not immediately pull
him out on the Sabbath day?” 66 And they could not an-
swer Him regarding these things.

A Lesson to Guests and a HostA Lesson to Guests and a Host
77 When He marked how they chose the seats of hon-

or, He told a parable to those who were invited, saying
to them, 88 “When you are invited by any man to a
wedding banquet, do not sit down in a seat of honor,
lest a more honorable man than you be invited by
him; 99 and he who invited you both will come and say
to you, ‘Give this man the seat,’ and then you will be-
gin with shame to take the lowest seat. 1010 But when
you are invited, go and sit down in the lowest seat, so
that when he who invited you comes, he may say to
you, ‘Friend, go up higher.’ Then you will have respect
in the presence of those who sit at dinner with you. 1111

For whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and he
who humbles himself will be exalted.”

1212 Then He said also to the one who invited Him,
“When you prepare a dinner or a supper, do not call
your friends or your brothers or your kinsmen or your
rich neighbors, lest they also invite you in return, and
you be repaid. 1313 But when you prepare a banquet,
call the poor, the maimed, the lame, the blind, 1414 and

† Ps 118:26. †† Or a dropsy.

you will be blessed, for they cannot repay you. You
shall be repaid at the resurrection of the just.”

The ParThe Parable of the Grable of the Great Banqueteat Banquet
Mt 22:1–10

1515 When one of those who sat at dinner with Him
heard this, he said to Him, “Blessed is he who shall eat
bread in the kingdom of God!”

1616 Then He said to him, “A man prepared a banquet
and invited many, 1717 and sent his servant at supper
time to say to those who had been invited, ‘Come, for
everything is now prepared.’

1818 “But they all with one mind began to make excus-
es. The first said to him, ‘I have bought a piece of land,
and I must go and see it. I ask you to excuse me.’

1919 “Another said, ‘I have bought five yoke of oxen,
and I am going to prove them. I ask you to excuse me.’

2020 “Still another said, ‘I have married a wife, and
therefore I cannot come.’

2121 “The servant came and reported this to his mas-
ter. Then the master of the house in anger said to his
servant, ‘Go out quickly into the streets and lanes of
the city, and bring in here the poor and the maimed
and the lame and the blind.’

2222 “The servant said, ‘Master, what you commanded
has been done, and yet there is room.’

2323 “Then the master said to the servant, ‘Go out to
the highways and hedges, and compel them to come
in, so that my house may be filled. 2424 For I tell you,
none of those men who were invited shall taste my
supper.’”

The Cost of DiscipleshipThe Cost of Discipleship
Mt 10:37–38

2525 Large crowds went with Him. And He turned and
said to them, 2626 “If anyone comes to Me and does not
hate his father and mother and wife and children and
brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he
cannot be My disciple. 2727 And whoever does not bear
his cross and follow Me cannot be My disciple.

2828 “For who among you, intending to build a tower,
does not sit down first and count the cost to see
whether he has resources to complete it? 2929 Other-
wise, perhaps, after he has laid the foundation and is
not able to complete it, all who see it will begin to
mock him, 3030 saying, ‘This man began to build and was
not able to complete it.’

3131 “Or what king, going to wage war against another
king, does not sit down first and take counsel whether
he is able with ten thousand to meet him who comes
against him with twenty thousand? 3232 Otherwise,
while the other is yet at a distance, he sends a delega-
tion and requests conditions of peace. 3333 So likewise,
any of you who does not forsake all that he has cannot
be My disciple.
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TTasteless Saltasteless Salt
Mt 5:13; Mk 9:50

3434 “Salt is good. But if the salt has lost its saltiness,
how shall it be made salty? 3535 It is fit neither for the
land nor for the manure pile. So men throw it out.

“He who has ears to hear, let him hear.”

The ParThe Parable of the Lost Sheepable of the Lost Sheep
Mt 18:12–14

Now all the tax collectors and sinners drew near
to Him to hear Him. 22 But the Pharisees and

scribes murmured, saying, “This Man receives sinners
and eats with them.”

33 So He told them this parable, saying, 44 “What man
among you having a hundred sheep and losing one of
them does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness
and go after the one which is lost until he finds it? 55

And when he has found it, he places it on his shoul-
ders, rejoicing. 66 Then when he comes home, he calls
together his friends and neighbors, saying to them,
‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep which was
lost.’ 77 Likewise, I tell you, there will be more joy in
heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-
nine righteous men who need no repentance.

The ParThe Parable of the Lost Coinable of the Lost Coin
88 “Or what woman, having ten silver coins †† and los-

ing one, does not light a candle and sweep the house
and search diligently until she finds it? 99 And when she
has found it, she calls together her friends and neigh-
bors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the
coin which I had lost.’ 1010 Likewise, I tell you, there is joy
in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner
who repents.”

The ParThe Parable of the Prable of the Prodigal Sonodigal Son
1111 Then He said, “A man had two sons. 1212 The

younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the
share of the property that falls to me.’ So he divided
his estate between them.

1313 “Not many days later, the younger son gathered
everything together, and journeyed to a distant coun-
try, and there squandered his possessions in prodigal
living. 1414 When he had spent everything, there came a
severe famine in that country, and he began to be in
want. 1515 So he went and hired himself to a citizen of
that county, who sent him into his fields to feed swine.
1616 He would gladly have filled his stomach with the
husks that the swine were eating, but no one gave
him any.

1717 “When he came to himself, he said, ‘How many of
my father’s hired servants have an abundance of
bread, and here I am perishing with hunger! 1818 I will
arise and go to my father, and I will say to him, “Fa-
ther, I have sinned against heaven and before you. 1919 I

† Gk. a drachmas, each worth about a day’s wage.

am no longer worthy to be called your son. Make me
like one of your hired servants.” ’ 2020 So he arose and
came to his father.

“But while he was yet far away, his father saw him
and was moved with compassion, and ran and em-
braced his neck and kissed him.

2121 “The son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned
against heaven and before you. I am no longer worthy
to be called your son.’

2222 “But the father said to his servants, ‘Bring out the
best robe and put it on him. And put a ring on his
hand and shoes on his feet. 2323 Bring here the fattened
calf and kill it, and let us eat and be merry. 2424 For this
son of mine was dead, and is alive again; he was lost,
and is found.’ So they began to be merry.

2525 “Now his older son was in the field. As he came
and drew near the house, he heard music and danc-
ing. 2626 So he called one of the servants and asked
what this meant. 2727 He said to him, ‘Your brother has
come, and your father has killed the fattened calf, be-
cause he has received him safe and sound.’

2828 “He was angry and would not go in. Therefore his
father came out and entreated him. 2929 But he an-
swered his father, ‘Look! These many years have I
served you. Nor have I ever transgressed your com-
mands, yet never have you given me a goat, so that I
might be merry with my friends. 3030 But when this son
of yours came, who has devoured your living with har-
lots, you killed the fattened calf for him.’

3131 “He said to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and
all that I have is yours. 3232 But it was fitting to be merry
and be glad, for this brother of yours was dead and is
alive again; he was lost and is found.’”

The ParThe Parable of the Dishonest Steable of the Dishonest Stewarwardd

He told His disciples: “There was a rich man
who had a steward who was accused to the man

of wasting his resources. 22 So he called him and said,
‘How is it that I hear this about you? Give an account
of your stewardship, for you may no longer be stew-
ard.’

33 “Then the steward said to himself, ‘What shall I do,
for my master is taking away the stewardship from
me? I cannot dig. I am ashamed to beg. 44 I know what
to do so that, when I am removed from the steward-
ship, others may receive me into their houses.’

55 “So he called each of his master’s debtors, and said
to the first, ‘How much do you owe my master?’

66 “He said, ‘Eight hundred gallons of oil.’ ††††

“He said to him, ‘Take your bill, and sit down quickly
and write four hundred.’

77 “Then he said to another, ‘And how much do you
owe?’

“He said, ‘One thousand bushels of wheat.’ ‡‡

“He said to him, ‘Take your bill, and write eight hun-
dred.’

†† Gk. a 100 batous, or 3 kiloliters. ‡ Gk. a 100 korous, or 35
kiloliters.
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88 “The master commended the dishonest steward,
because he had acted prudently. For the sons of this
world are wiser in their own generation than the sons
of light. 99 I say to you, make friends for yourself by
means of unrighteous wealth, so that when you fall
short, they may receive you into eternal dwellings.

1010 “He who is faithful in what is least is faithful also in
much. And he who is dishonest in the least is dishon-
est also in much. 1111 So if you have not been faithful in
the unrighteous wealth, who will commit to your trust
the true riches? 1212 And if you have not been faithful in
that which is another man’s, who will give you that
which is your own?

1313 “No servant can serve two masters. Either he will
hate the one and love the other, or he will be loyal to
the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God
and wealth.”

The Law and the Kingdom of GodThe Law and the Kingdom of God
Mt 11:12–13

1414 The Pharisees, who were lovers of money, heard
all these things and derided Him. 1515 He said to them,
“You are those who justify yourselves before men, but
God knows your hearts. For that which is highly es-
teemed before men is an abomination before God.

1616 “The Law and the Prophets were preached until
John. Since then the kingdom of God has been
preached, and everyone is pressing into it. 1717 It is easi-
er for heaven and earth to pass away than for one
stroke of the law to fail.

1818 “Whoever divorces his wife and marries another
commits adultery, and whoever marries her who is di-
vorced by her husband commits adultery.

The Rich Man and LazarusThe Rich Man and Lazarus
1919 “There was a rich man who was clothed in purple

and fine linen and fared sumptuously every day. 2020

There was also a beggar named Lazarus, covered with
sores, who had been placed at his gate, 2121 desiring to
be fed the crumbs falling from the rich man’s table.
Moreover the dogs came and licked his sores.

2222 “It came to pass that the beggar died and was car-
ried by the angels to Abraham’s presence. The rich
man also died and was buried. 2323 In Hades, being in
torment, he lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham from
a distance and Lazarus in his presence. 2424 So he cried
out, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send
Lazarus to dip the tip of his finger in water and cool
my tongue. For I am tormented in this flame.’

2525 “But Abraham said, ‘Son, remember that you in
your lifetime received your good things, and Lazarus
in like manner evil things. But now he is comforted
and you are tormented. 2626 And besides all this, be-
tween us and you there is a great gulf, so that those
who would pass from here to you cannot, nor can
those from there pass to us.’

2727 “He said, ‘Then I pray you, father, to send him to
my father’s house, 2828 for I have five brothers, to testify

to them, lest they also come to this place of torment.’
2929 “Abraham said to him, ‘They have Moses and the

Prophets. Let them hear them.’
3030 “He said, ‘No, father Abraham. But if someone

from the dead goes to them, they will repent.’
3131 “He said to him, ‘If they do not hear Moses and

the Prophets, neither will they be persuaded if some-
one should rise from the dead.’”

Some Sayings of JesusSome Sayings of Jesus
Mt 18:6–7, 21–22; Mk 9:42

Then He said to the disciples, “It is impossible
except that offenses will come. But woe to him

through whom they come! 22 It would be better for him
if a millstone were hung around his neck and he was
thrown into the sea, than to offend one of these little
ones. 33 Take heed to yourselves.

“If your brother sins against you, rebuke him. And if
he repents, forgive him. 44 If he sins against you seven
times in a day, and seven times in a day turns to you,
saying, ‘I repent,’ you must forgive him.”

55 The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith.”
66 The Lord said, “If you had faith as a grain of mus-

tard seed, you could say to this mulberry tree, ‘Be up-
rooted and be planted in the sea,’ and it would obey
you.

77 “Which of you, having a servant plowing or herding
sheep, will say to him when he has come in from the
field, ‘Come now and sit down for dinner’? 88 Will he
not rather say to him, ‘Prepare my supper, and dress
yourself and serve me until I eat and drink. And after-
ward you will eat and drink’? 99 Does he thank the ser-
vant because he did what was commanded? I think
not. 1010 So you also, when you have done everything
commanded you, say, ‘We are unprofitable servants.
We have done our duty.’”

The Cleansing of TThe Cleansing of Ten Lepersen Lepers
1111 As Jesus went to Jerusalem, He passed between

Samaria and Galilee. 1212 As He entered a village, there
met Him ten men who were lepers, who stood at a dis-
tance. 1313 They lifted up their voices, saying, “Jesus,
Master, have pity on us!”

1414 When He saw them, He said to them, “Go, show
yourselves to the priests.” And as they went, they were
cleansed.

1515 One of them, when he saw that he was healed, re-
turned with a loud voice glorifying God, 1616 and fell
down on his face at His feet, giving Him thanks. And
he was a Samaritan.

1717 Jesus said, “Were not the ten cleansed? Where are
the nine? 1818 Were there not any found to return and
give glory to God except this foreigner?” 1919 Then He
said to him, “Rise, go your way. Your faith has made
you well.”
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The Coming of the KingdomThe Coming of the Kingdom
Mt 24:23–28, 37–41

2020 When He was asked by the Pharisees when the
kingdom of God would come, He answered them, “The
kingdom of God does not come with observation. 2121

Nor will they say, ‘Here it is!’ or ‘There it is!’ For remem-
ber, the kingdom of God is within you.”

2222 Then He said to the disciples, “The days will come
when you will desire to see one of the days of the Son
of Man, but you will not see it. 2323 They will say to you,
‘Look here,’ or ‘Look there!’ Do not follow after them.
2424 For as the lightning flashes and lights up the heav-
ens from one side to the other, so will the Son of Man
be in His day. 2525 But first He must suffer many things
and be rejected by this generation.

2626 “Just as it was in the days of Noah, so will it be in
the days of the Son of Man. 2727 They were eating, drink-
ing, marrying, and were given in marriage until the
day when Noah entered the ark. Then the flood came
and destroyed them all.

2828 “Likewise as it was in the days of Lot: They ate,
they drank, they bought, they sold, they planted, they
built. 2929 But on the day that Lot departed from Sodom,
fire and brimstone rained from heaven and destroyed
them all.

3030 “So will it be on the day when the Son of Man is re-
vealed. 3131 On that day let him who is on the housetop,
with his goods in the house, not come down to take
them away. And likewise let him who is in the field not
return to the things behind. 3232 Remember Lot’s wife.
3333 Whoever seeks to save his life will lose it, and who-
ever loses his life will preserve it. 3434 I tell you, on that
night two men will be in one bed; the one will be taken
and the other will be left. 3535 Two women will be grind-
ing grain together; the one will be taken and the other
will be left. 3636 Two men will be in the field; the one will
be taken and the other will be left.”

3737 They asked, “Where, Lord?”
He replied, “Where the body is, there the eagles will

be gathered together.”

The ParThe Parable of the Widoable of the Widow and the Judgew and the Judge

He told them a parable to illustrate that it is
necessary always to pray and not lose heart.

22 He said: “In a city there was a judge who did not fear
God or regard man. 33 And a widow was in that city.
She came to him, saying, ‘Avenge me against my ad-
versary.’

44 “He would not for a while. Yet afterward he said to
himself, ‘Though I do not fear God or respect man, 55

yet because this widow troubles me, I will avenge her,
lest by her continual coming she will weary me.’”

66 And the Lord said, “Hear what the unjust judge
says. 77 And shall not God avenge His own elect and be
patient with them, who cry day and night to Him? 88 I
tell you, He will avenge them speedily. Nevertheless,

when the Son of Man comes, will He find faith on the
earth?”

The ParThe Parable of the Pharisee and the Table of the Pharisee and the Tax Collectorax Collector
99 He told this parable to some who trusted in them-

selves, as though they were righteous, and despised
others: 1010 “Two men went up to the temple to pray,
the one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 1111 The
Pharisee stood and prayed these things about himself,
‘God, I thank You that I am not like other men: extor-
tioners, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax collec-
tor. 1212 I fast twice a week, and I tithe of all that I earn.’

1313 “But the tax collector, standing at a distance,
would not even lift his eyes to heaven, but struck his
chest, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me a sinner.’

1414 “I tell you, this man went down to his house justi-
fied rather than the other. For everyone who exalts
himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself
will be exalted.”

Little ChildrLittle Children Blesseden Blessed
Mt 19:13–15; Mk 10:13–16

1515 They also brought infants to Him that He might
touch them. When the disciples saw it, they rebuked
them. 1616 But Jesus called them to Him and said, “Permit
the little children to come to Me, and do not hinder
them. For to such belongs the kingdom of God. 1717 Tru-
ly, I say to you, whoever will not receive the kingdom
of God as a little child will in no wise enter it.”

The Rich RulerThe Rich Ruler
Mt 19:16–30; Mk 10:17–31

1818 A certain ruler asked Him, “Good Teacher, what
must I do to inherit eternal life?”

1919 Jesus said to him, “Why do you call Me good? No
one is good, except God alone. 2020 You know the com-
mandments: Do not commit adultery, Do not murder,
Do not steal, Do not bear false witness, Honor your fa-
ther and your mother. †† ”

2121 He said, “All these I have kept since my youth.”
2222 When Jesus heard this, He said to him, “Yet you

lack one thing. Sell all that you have and distribute to
the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven. And
come, follow Me.”

2323 When he heard this he became very sorrowful, for
he was very rich. 2424 When Jesus saw that he became
very sorrowful, He said, “How hard it is for those who
have riches to enter the kingdom of God! 2525 For it is
easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle
than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God.”

2626 Those who heard this said, “Who then can be
saved?”

2727 He said, “What is impossible with men is possible
with God.”

2828 Peter said, “Look, we have left everything and fol-
lowed You.”

† Ex 20:12–16; Dt 5:16–20.
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2929 He said to them, “Truly, I tell you, there is no man
who has left his home or parents or brothers or wife
or children, for the sake of the kingdom of God, 3030

who shall not receive many times more in this age
and, in the age to come, eternal life.”

Jesus ForJesus Foretells His Death and Resurretells His Death and Resurrection a Thirection a Thirdd
TimeTime

Mt 20:17–19; Mk 10:32–34

3131 Taking the twelve, He said, “Listen! We are going
up to Jerusalem, and everything that is written by the
prophets concerning the Son of Man will be accom-
plished, 3232 for He will be handed over to the Gentiles
and will be mocked and insulted and spit upon. 3333

They will scourge Him and put Him to death, and on
the third day He will rise again.”

3434 They understood none of these things. This saying
was hidden from them, and they did not comprehend
what was spoken.

The Healing of a Blind Beggar Near JerichoThe Healing of a Blind Beggar Near Jericho
Mt 20:29–34; Mk 10:46–52

3535 As He was drawing near Jericho, a certain blind
man sat along the way begging. 3636 Hearing a crowd
passing by, he asked what it meant. 3737 They told him
that Jesus of Nazareth was passing by.

3838 He cried out, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on
me!”

3939 Those who went in front rebuked him, so that he
would keep quiet. But he cried out much more, “Son of
David, have mercy on me!”

4040 Jesus stood and commanded him to be brought to
Him. When he came near, He asked him, 4141 “What do
you want Me to do for you?”

He said, “Lord, grant that I may receive my sight.”
4242 Jesus said to him, “Receive your sight. Your faith

has saved you.” 4343 Immediately he received his sight
and followed Him, glorifying God. When all the people
saw it, they gave praise to God.

Jesus and ZacchaeusJesus and Zacchaeus

Jesus entered and passed through Jericho. 22 A
man was there named Zacchaeus who was a

chief tax collector, and he was rich. 33 He tried to see
who Jesus was, but was not able from the crowd, be-
cause he was little in stature. 44 So he ran ahead and
climbed up into a sycamore tree to see Him, for He
was to pass that way.

55 When Jesus came to the vicinity, He looked up and
saw him, and said to him, “Zacchaeus, hurry and come
down, for today I must remain at your house.” 66 So he
hurried and came down, and received Him joyfully.

77 When they saw it, they all murmured, saying, “He
has gone to be the guest of a man who is a sinner.”

88 But Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord, “Look,
Lord, I give half of my possessions to the poor. And if I

have taken anything from anyone by false accusation,
I will repay him four times as much.”

99 Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this
house, because he also is a son of Abraham. 1010 For the
Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which
was lost.”

The ParThe Parable of the Table of the Ten Poundsen Pounds
Mt 25:14–30

1111 As they heard these things, He continued and told
them a parable, because He was near Jerusalem and
because they thought the kingdom of God would im-
mediately appear. 1212 Therefore He said, “A nobleman
went to a distant country to receive a kingdom and to
return. 1313 So he called his ten servants and entrusted
to them ten pounds †† and said to them, ‘Trade until I
come.’

1414 “But his citizens hated him and sent a delegation
after him, saying, ‘We do not want this man to reign
over us.’

1515 “When he returned, having received the kingdom,
he summoned these servants, to whom he had en-
trusted the money, that he might know what everyone
gained by trading.

1616 “The first came, saying, ‘Master, your pound has
made ten pounds more.’

1717 “He said to him, ‘Well done, good servant! Because
you have been faithful in very little, take authority over
ten cities.’

1818 “The second came, saying, ‘Master, your pound
has made five pounds more.’

1919 “He said in like manner to him, ‘You, take authority
over five cities.’

2020 “Then another came, saying, ‘Master, look, here is
your pound, which I have kept put away in a napkin. 2121

For I feared you, because you are an exacting man.
You collect what you did not deposit, and reap what
you did not sow.’

2222 “He said to him, ‘Out of your own mouth will I
judge you, you wicked servant. You knew that I was an
exacting man, collecting what I did not deposit and
reaping what I did not sow. 2323 Why then did you not
deposit my money in the bank, so that at my coming I
might have collected it with interest?’

2424 “Then he said to those who stood by, ‘Take the
pound from him and give it to him who has ten
pounds.’

2525 “They said to him, ‘Master, he has ten pounds.’
2626 “‘I tell you that to everyone who has will be given.

But from him who has not, even what he has will be
taken away from him. 2727 But as for those enemies of
mine, who would not let me reign over them, bring
them here and slay them before me.’”

† Gk. a mina, worth about 3 months’ wages.
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The TThe Triumphant Entry in Jerusalemriumphant Entry in Jerusalem
Mt 21:1–11; Mk 11:1–11; Jn 12:12–19

2828 When He had said this, He went before them, as-
cending up to Jerusalem. 2929 When He came near to
Bethphage and Bethany, at the mountain called the
Mount of Olives, He sent two of His disciples, 3030 saying,
“Go over into the village opposite you, where, as you
enter, you will find a colt tied, on which no one has
ever yet sat. Untie it and bring it here. 3131 If anyone
asks you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ you shall say to
him, ‘Because the Lord has need of it.’”

3232 Those who were sent went and found it just as He
had told them. 3333 As they were untying the colt, its
owners said to them, “Why are you untying the colt?”

3434 They said, “The Lord has need of it.”
3535 They brought it to Jesus. And they threw their gar-

ments on the colt, and they set Jesus on it. 3636 As He
went, they spread their clothes in the street.

3737 When He was coming near the descent of the
Mount of Olives, the whole crowd of the disciples be-
gan to rejoice and praise God with loud voices for all
the mighty works that they had seen, 3838 saying:
‘Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the

Lord!’ ††

Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!”
3939 Some of the Pharisees from the crowd said to Him,

“Teacher, rebuke Your disciples.”
4040 He answered them, “I tell you, if these should be

silent, the stones would immediately cry out.”
4141 When He came near, He beheld the city and wept

over it, 4242 saying, “If you, even you, had known even to-
day what things would bring you peace! But now they
are hidden from your eyes. 4343 For the days will come
upon you when your enemies will build an embank-
ment around you and surround you, and press you in
on every side. 4444 They will dash you, and your children
within you, to the ground. They will not leave one
stone upon another within you, because you did not
know the time of your visitation.”

The Cleansing of the TThe Cleansing of the Templeemple
Mt 21:12–17; Mk 11:15–19; Jn 2:13–22

4545 Then He entered the temple and began to drive
out those who sold and bought in it, 4646 saying to them,
“It is written, ‘My house will be a house of prayer,’ ††††

but you have made it ‘a den of thieves.’ ‡‡ ”
4747 He taught daily in the temple. But the chief priests,

the scribes, and the leaders of the people tried to kill
Him. 4848 Yet they could not find a way to do it, for all the
people were very attentive to hear Him.

The Question of Jesus’ AuthorityThe Question of Jesus’ Authority
Mt 21:23–27; Mk 11:27–33

One day, as He taught the people in the temple
and preached the gospel, the chief priests and

† Ps 118:26. †† Isa 56:7. ‡ Jer 7:11.

the scribes with the elders came up to Him, 22 and said
to Him, “Tell us, by what authority are You doing these
things? Who is he who gave You this authority?”

33 He answered them, “I will also ask you one thing.
Answer Me: 44 Was the baptism of John from heaven or
from men?”

55 They debated with themselves, saying, “If we say,
‘From heaven,’ He will say, ‘Why then did you not be-
lieve him?’ 66 But if we say, ‘From men,’ all the people
will stone us, for they are persuaded that John was a
prophet.”

77 So they answered that they did not know where it
was from.

88 Jesus said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what
authority I do these things.”

The ParThe Parable of the Vineable of the Vineyaryard and the Vinedrd and the Vinedressersessers
Mt 21:33–46; Mk 12:1–12

99 He began to tell the people this parable: “A man
planted a vineyard, and leased it to vinedressers, and
went to a distant country for a long time. 1010 At harvest
time he sent a servant to the vinedressers so they
might give him some fruit of the vineyard. But the
vinedressers beat him and sent him away empty-
handed. 1111 Again, he sent another servant. But they
beat him also, and treated him shamefully, and sent
him away empty-handed. 1212 Once again, he sent a
third. And they wounded him also and drove him out.

1313 “Then the owner of the vineyard said, ‘What shall I
do? I will send my beloved son. Perhaps they will re-
spect him when they see him.’

1414 “But when the vinedressers saw him, they debat-
ed among themselves, saying, ‘This is the heir. Come,
let us kill him, that the inheritance may be ours.’ 1515 So
they drove him out of the vineyard and killed him.

“What then will the owner of the vineyard do to
them? 1616 He will come and kill these vinedressers and
will give the vineyard to others.”

When they heard this, they said, “May it not be so!”
1717 He looked at them and said, “What then is this that

is written:
‘The stone which the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone’ ‡†‡† ?

1818 Whoever falls on that stone will be broken. But he
on whom it falls will be crushed to powder.” ‡‡‡‡

1919 The chief priests and the scribes tried to lay their
hands on Him that same hour, but they feared the
people. For they perceived that He had told this para-
ble against them.

The Question of Paying TThe Question of Paying Taxaxeses
Mt 22:18–22; Mk 12:13–17

2020 They watched Him and sent out spies who pre-
tended to be righteous men, that they might seize
Him in His words to hand Him over to the power and
authority of the governor. 2121 So they asked Him,
“Teacher, we know that You speak and teach rightly.

‡† Ps 118:22. ‡‡ Isa 8:14–15.
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And You do not show partiality, but You truly teach the
way of God. 2222 Is it lawful for us to pay taxes to Caesar,
or not?”

2323 He perceived their craftiness and said to them,
“Why do you test Me? 2424 Show Me a denarius. †† Whose
image and inscription does it have?”

They said, “Caesar’s.”
2525 He said to them, “Then render to Caesar what is

Caesar’s, and to God what is God’s.”
2626 They could not catch Him in His words before the

people. And they marveled at His answer and were
silent.

The Question About the ResurrThe Question About the Resurrectionection
Mt 22:23–33; Mk 12:18–27

2727 Some of the Sadducees, who deny that there is any
resurrection, came to Him and asked Him, 2828 “Teacher,
Moses wrote for us that if a man’s brother dies, having
a wife but no children, then this man should take the
wife and raise up children for his brother. ††††2929 Now
there were seven brothers. The first took a wife and
died childless. 3030 The second took her as wife, and he
died childless. 3131 And then the third took her, and in
like manner, all seven died and left no children. 3232 Last
of all, the woman died also. 3333 Therefore in the resur-
rection whose wife will she be? For the seven had her
as a wife.”

3434 Jesus answered them, “The sons of this age marry
and are given in marriage. 3535 But those who are count-
ed worthy to attain that age, and the resurrection
from the dead, neither marry nor are given in mar-
riage. 3636 For they cannot die any more, for they are
equal to the angels and are the sons of God, being
sons of the resurrection. 3737 Now, at the bush, even
Moses pointed out that the dead are raised when he
called the Lord ‘the God of Abraham, and the God of
Isaac, and the God of Jacob.’ ‡‡3838 For He is not the God
of the dead, but of the living. For to Him all live.”

3939 Some of the scribes said, “Teacher, You have spo-
ken well.” 4040 After that they dared not ask Him any
question at all.

The Question About David’The Question About David’s Sons Son
Mt 22:41–46; Mk 12:35–37

4141 Then Jesus said to them, “How do they say that
Christ is David’s Son? 4242 David himself says in the Book
of Psalms,
‘The Lord said to my Lord,
“Sit at My right hand,

4343 until I make Your enemies
Your footstool.” ‡†‡† ’

4444 David therefore calls Him ‘Lord.’ How is He then his
Son?”

† Gk. a denarius, a coin worth about a day’s wage. †† Dt
25:5–6. ‡ Ex 3:6. ‡† Ps 110:1.

The Denouncing of the ScribesThe Denouncing of the Scribes
Mt 23:1–36; Mk 12:38–40; Lk 11:37–54

4545 Then as all the people heard, He said to His disci-
ples, 4646 “Beware of the scribes who desire to walk in
long robes and who love greetings in the market-
places and the prominent seats in the synagogues and
the seats of honor at banquets, 4747 who devour widows’
houses and for a pretense make long prayers. They
will receive greater condemnation.”

The WidoThe Widoww’’s Offerings Offering
Mk 12:41–44

He looked up and saw the rich putting their
gifts in the treasury. 22 He also saw a poor widow

putting in two mites, ‡‡‡‡33 and He said, “Truly I tell you,
this poor widow has put in more than all of them. 44

For all these out of their abundance have put in their
gifts for God. But she out of her poverty has put in all
the living she had.”

The Destruction of the TThe Destruction of the Temple Foremple Foretoldetold
Mt 24:1–2; Mk 13:1–2

55 As some spoke of how the temple was adorned
with beautiful stones and gifts, He said, 66 “As for these
things which you see, the days will come when not
one stone shall be left on another that will not be
thrown down.”

Signs and PersecutionsSigns and Persecutions
Mt 24:3–14; Mk 13:3–13

77 They asked Him, “Teacher, when will these things
be, and what will be the sign when this is about to
happen?”

88 He said, “Beware lest you be deceived. For many
will come in My name, saying, ‘I am He,’ and ‘The time
has drawn near.’ Therefore do not go after them. 99

When you hear of wars and commotions, do not be
afraid. For these things must first take place, but the
end will not be at hand.”

1010 Then He said to them, “Nation will rise against na-
tion, and kingdom against kingdom. 1111 Great earth-
quakes will occur in various places, and there will be
famines and pestilence. And there will be terrors and
great signs from heaven.

1212 “But before all these things, they will seize you
and persecute you, delivering you up to the syna-
gogues and prisons, and you will be brought before
kings and governors for My name’s sake. 1313 It will turn
out as a testimony for you. 1414 Therefore resolve in
your hearts beforehand not to practice your defense.
1515 For I will give you a mouth and wisdom, which all
your opponents will be able to neither refute nor re-
sist. 1616 You will be betrayed by parents and brothers
and relatives and friends. And they will put some of

‡‡ Gk. a 2 lepta. A lepton,lepton,
denariusdenarius
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you to death. 1717 You will be hated by all men for My
name’s sake, 1818 but not a hair of your head shall per-
ish. 1919 In your endurance you will gain your souls.

The Destruction of Jerusalem ForThe Destruction of Jerusalem Foretoldetold
Mt 24:15–21; Mk 13:14–19

2020 “When you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies,
then you know that its desolation has drawn near. 2121

Then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains,
and let those who are in the city depart, and let not
those who are in the country enter it. 2222 For these are
the days of vengeance, that all things which are writ-
ten may be fulfilled. 2323 But woe to those who are preg-
nant and to those who nurse in those days! For there
will be great distress in the land and wrath upon this
people. 2424 They will fall by the edge of the sword and
will be led away captive to all nations. And Jerusalem
will be trampled on by the Gentiles until the times of
the Gentiles are fulfilled.

The Coming of the Son of ManThe Coming of the Son of Man
Mt 24:29–31; Mk 13:24–27

2525 “There will be signs in the sun and the moon and
the stars; and on the earth distress of nations, with
perplexity, the sea and the waves roaring; 2626 men
fainting from fear and expectation of what is coming
on the inhabited earth. For the powers of heaven will
be shaken. 2727 Then they will see the Son of Man com-
ing in a cloud with power and great glory. 2828 When
these things begin to happen, look up and lift up your
heads, for your redemption is drawing near.”

The Lesson of the Fig TThe Lesson of the Fig Trreeee
Mt 24:32–35; Mk 13:28–31

2929 He told them this parable: “Look at the fig tree,
and all the trees. 3030 When they are sprouting leaves al-
ready, you see and know for yourselves that summer
is now near. 3131 So in like manner, when you see these
things happening, you know that the kingdom of God
is near.

3232 “Truly, I tell you, this generation will not pass away
until all these things are fulfilled. 3333 Heaven and earth
will pass away, but My words will not pass away.

Exhortation to WExhortation to Watchatch
3434 “Take heed to yourselves, lest your hearts become

burdened by excessiveness and drunkenness and anx-
ieties of life, and that Day comes on you unexpectedly.
3535 For as a snare it will come on all those who dwell on
the face of the whole earth. 3636 Therefore watch always
and pray that you may be counted worthy to escape
all these things that will happen and to stand before
the Son of Man.”

3737 Each day He was teaching in the temple, and each
night He went out and stayed on the mountain called
the Mount of Olives. 3838 And all the people came early in
the morning to hear Him in the temple.

The Plot to Kill JesusThe Plot to Kill Jesus
Mt 26:1–5, 14–16; Mk 14:1–2, 10–11; Jn 11:45–53

Now the Feast of Unleavened Bread, which is
called the Passover, drew near. 22 And the chief

priests and scribes were seeking how to kill Jesus, for
they feared the people. 33 Then Satan entered into Ju-
das, called Iscariot, who was one of the twelve. 44 He
went and discussed with the chief priests and captains
how he might betray Him to them. 55 They were glad
and agreed to give him money. 66 He fully consented
and searched for an opportunity to betray Him to
them apart from the crowds.

The PrThe Prepareparation of the Passoation of the Passoverver
Mt 26:17–25; Mk 14:12–21; Jn 13:21–30

77 Then the Day of Unleavened Bread came, when the
Passover lamb must be killed. 88 He sent Peter and
John, saying, “Go and prepare the Passover for us to
eat it.”

99 They said to Him, “Where will You have us prepare
it?”

1010 He said to them, “Now, as you enter the city, a man
carrying a pitcher of water will meet you there. Follow
him into the house which he enters, 1111 and say to the
owner of the house, ‘The Teacher says to you, “Where
is the guest room where I may eat the Passover with
My disciples?” ’ 1212 He will show you a large furnished
upper room. Prepare there.”

1313 They went and found it as He had told them. So
they prepared the Passover.

The LorThe Lord’d’s Suppers Supper
Mt 26:26–30; Mk 14:22–26; 1Co 11:23–25

1414 When the hour had come, He and the twelve apos-
tles with Him sat down. 1515 And He said to them, “I have
earnestly desired to eat this Passover with you before
I suffer. 1616 For I tell you, I will never eat it again until it
is fulfilled in the kingdom of God.”

1717 And He took the cup and gave thanks and said,
“Take this and divide it among yourselves. 1818 For I tell
you, I will not drink of the fruit of the vine until the
kingdom of God comes.”

1919 Then He took the bread, and when He had given
thanks, He broke it and gave it to them, saying, “This is
My body which is given for you. Do this in remem-
brance of Me.”

2020 In like manner, He took the cup after supper, say-
ing, “This cup is the new covenant in My blood which is
shed for you. 2121 But see the hand of him who betrays
Me is with Me at the table. 2222 Indeed, the Son of Man
goes as it has been determined. But woe to that man
by whom He is betrayed!” 2323 They began to inquire
among themselves which of them it was who would
do this.
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The Dispute About GrThe Dispute About Greatnesseatness
2424 There was also rivalry among them concerning

which of them was to be counted the greatest. 2525 He
said to them, “The kings of the Gentiles exercise lord-
ship over them, and those who exercise authority over
them are called benefactors. 2626 But you are not so. In-
stead, let him who is greatest among you be as the
younger, and he who rules as he who serves. 2727 For
who is greater: he who sits at the table, or he who
serves? Is it not he who sits at the table? But I am
among you as He who serves. 2828 You are those who
have continued with Me in My trials. 2929 And I appoint
to you a kingdom as My Father has appointed one to
Me, 3030 so that you may eat and drink at My table in My
kingdom, and sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes
of Israel.”

PeterPeter’’s Denial Fors Denial Foretoldetold
3131 Then the Lord said, “Simon, Simon, listen! Satan

has demanded to have you to sift you as wheat. 3232 But
I have prayed for you that your faith may not fail. And
when you have repented, strengthen your brothers.”

3333 He said to Him, “Lord, I am ready to go with You to
prison and to death.”

3434 He said, “I tell you, Peter, before the rooster crows
today, you will deny three times that you know Me.”

Purse, Bag, and SworPurse, Bag, and Swordd
3535 Then He said to them, “When I sent you without

purse or bag or sandals, did you lack anything?”
They said, “Nothing.”
3636 He said to them, “But now, let him who has a purse

take it and also a bag. And let him who has no sword
sell his garment and buy one. 3737 For I tell you, what is
written must yet be accomplished in Me, ‘And He was
numbered with the transgressors.’ †† Indeed, what is
written concerning Me has a fulfillment.”

3838 They said, “Lord, look, here are two swords.”
He said to them, “It is enough.”

The PrThe Prayer on the Mount of Olivesayer on the Mount of Olives
Mt 26:36–46; Mk 14:32–42

3939 According to His custom, He came out and went to
the Mount of Olives. And His disciples followed Him.
4040 When He came there, He said to them, “Pray that
you may not fall into temptation.” 4141 He withdrew from
them about a stone’s throw, and He knelt down and
prayed, 4242 “Father, if You are willing, remove this cup
from Me. Nevertheless not My will, but Yours, be
done.” 4343 An angel from heaven appeared to Him,
strengthening Him. 4444 And being in anguish, He prayed
more earnestly. And His sweat became like great
drops of blood falling down to the ground.

4545 When He rose from prayer and had come to His
disciples, He found them sleeping from sorrow. 4646 He

† Isa 53:12.

said to them, “Why do you sleep? Rise and pray, lest
you fall into temptation.”

The BetrThe Betrayal and Arrayal and Arrest of Jesusest of Jesus
Mt 26:47–56; Mk 14:43–50; Jn 18:3–11

4747 While He was yet speaking, a crowd came. And he
who was called Judas, one of the twelve, was leading
them. He drew near to Jesus to kiss Him. 4848 But Jesus
said to him, “Judas, do you betray the Son of Man with
a kiss?”

4949 When those who were around Him saw what
would follow, they said, “Lord, shall we strike with the
sword?” 5050 And one of them struck the servant of the
high priest and cut off his right ear.

5151 But Jesus said, “This is enough!” And He touched
his ear and healed him.

5252 Then Jesus said to the chief priests, and captains of
the temple guard, and the elders who had come for
Him, “Have you come out with swords and clubs as
against a rebel? 5353 Daily, while I was with you in the
temple, you did not lay hands on Me. But this is your
hour, and the power of darkness!”

PeterPeter’’s Denial of Jesuss Denial of Jesus
Mt 26:57–58, 69–75; Mk 14:53–54, 66–72; Jn 18:12–18, 25–27

5454 Then they arrested Him, and led Him away, and
brought Him into the high priest’s house. Peter fol-
lowed at a distance. 5555 But when they had kindled a fire
in the middle of the courtyard and sat down together,
Peter sat among them. 5656 Then a servant girl saw him
as he sat near the fire, and gazed at him, and said,
“This man was with Him.”

5757 But he denied Him, saying, “Woman, I do not know
Him.”

5858 A little later someone else saw him and said, “You
also are one of them.”

Peter said, “Man, I am not!”
5959 About an hour later another man firmly declared,

“Certainly, this man also was with Him, for he is a
Galilean.”

6060 Peter said, “Man, I do not know what you are say-
ing.” Immediately, while he was yet speaking, the
rooster crowed. 6161 The Lord turned and looked at Pe-
ter. Then Peter remembered the word of the Lord,
how He had told him, “Before the rooster crows, you
will deny Me three times.” 6262 And Peter went outside
and wept bitterly.

The Mocking and Whipping of JesusThe Mocking and Whipping of Jesus
Mt 26:67–68; Mk 14:65

6363 The men who guarded Jesus mocked Him and
whipped Him. 6464 When they had blindfolded Him, they
struck Him on the face and asked Him, “Prophesy!
Who struck You?” 6565 And many other things they blas-
phemously spoke against Him.
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Jesus BeforJesus Before the Councile the Council
Mt 26:59–66; Mk 14:55–64; Jn 18:19–24

6666 When day came, the assembly of the elders of the
people, both the chief priests and scribes, came to-
gether and led Him away to their council, saying,
6767 “Are You the Christ? Tell us!”

He said to them, “If I tell you, you will not believe. 6868

And if I also question you, you will not answer Me or
release Me. 6969 From now on the Son of Man will be
seated at the right hand of the power of God.”

7070 They all said, “Are You then the Son of God?”
He said to them, “You truly say that I am.”
7171 Then they said, “What further testimony do we

need? We have heard it from His own mouth.”

Jesus BrJesus Brought Beforought Before Pilatee Pilate
Mt 27:1–2, 11–14; Mk 15:1–5; Jn 18:28–38

Then the whole assembly rose and led Him to
Pilate. 22 And they began to accuse Him, saying,

“We found this Man perverting our nation, and forbid-
ding us to pay taxes to Caesar, and saying that He
Himself is Christ a King.”

33 So Pilate asked Him, “Are You the King of the Jews?”
He answered, “You truly say so.”
44 Then Pilate said to the chief priests and to the peo-

ple, “I find no fault in this Man.”
55 But they insisted, saying, “He stirs up the people,

teaching throughout all Judea, beginning from Galilee
to here.”

Jesus BeforJesus Before Here Herodod
66 When Pilate heard of Galilee, he asked whether the

Man was a Galilean. 77 When he learned that He be-
longed to Herod’s jurisdiction, he sent Him to Herod,
who was also in Jerusalem at that time.

88 When Herod saw Jesus, he greatly rejoiced, for he
had desired to see Him for a long time, because he
had heard many things of Him, and he was hoping to
see some miracle performed by Him. 99 He questioned
Him with many words, but He gave no answer. 1010 The
chief priests and the scribes stood by, vehemently ac-
cusing Him. 1111 Then Herod with his soldiers despised
Him, and mocked Him, and dressed Him in a fine robe,
and sent Him back to Pilate. 1212 On the same day Pilate
and Herod became friends with each other, having
previously been at enmity with each other.

Jesus Sentenced to DieJesus Sentenced to Die
Mt 27:15–26; Mk 15:6–15; Jn 18:39–19:16

1313 Pilate called together the chief priests and the
rulers and the people, 1414 and said to them, “You have
brought this Man to me as one who incites the people.
And truly, I, having examined Him before you, have
found no fault in this Man concerning those things of
which you accuse Him. 1515 No, neither has Herod, for he
sent him back to us. Look, nothing worthy of death

has been done by Him. 1616 I will therefore chastise Him
and release Him.” 1717 For he was obligated to release
one man to them at the feast.

1818 But they all cried out at once saying, “Take this
Man away and release Barabbas to us!” 1919 This man
had been thrown in prison for an insurrection in the
city and for murder.

2020 Therefore Pilate spoke to them again, desiring to
release Jesus. 2121 But they cried out, “Crucify Him! Cruci-
fy Him!”

2222 He said to them a third time, “Why, what evil has
He done? I have found in Him no cause worthy of
death. I will therefore chastise Him and release Him.”

2323 But they insisted with loud voices, asking that He
be crucified. And the voices of these men and of the
chief priests prevailed. 2424 So Pilate gave the sentence
as they demanded. 2525 He released to them the man
who was thrown in prison for insurrection and mur-
der, whom they asked for. But he sentenced Jesus ac-
cording to their will.

The CrucifixionThe Crucifixion
Mt 27:32–44; Mk 15:21–32; Jn 19:17–27

2626 As they led Him away, they seized Simon of Cyrene,
who was coming from the country, and they laid the
cross on him to carry it behind Jesus. 2727 A large num-
ber of people followed Him, including women who
mourned and lamented Him. 2828 Jesus turned to them,
saying, “Daughters of Jerusalem, weep not for Me, but
weep for yourselves and for your children. 2929 Listen,
the days are coming when they will say, ‘Blessed are
the barren, who never bore and never nursed!’ 3030 Then
they will begin to say to the mountains, ‘Fall on us,’
and to the hills, ‘Cover us.’

3131 For if men do these things when the tree is green,
what will happen when it is dry?”

3232 Two different men, who were criminals, also were
led with Him to be killed. 3333 When they came to the
place which is called The Skull, there they crucified
Him and the criminals, one on the right and one on
the left. 3434 Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they
know not what they do.” And they divided His clothes
by casting lots.

3535 The people stood by watching. But the rulers with
them scoffed, saying, “He saved others. Let Him save
Himself if He is the Christ, the Chosen One of God.”

3636 And the soldiers also mocked Him, coming to Him
and offering Him sour wine, 3737 saying, “If You are the
King of the Jews, save Yourself.”

3838 An inscription was written over Him in letters of
Greek and Latin and Hebrew:

THIS IS THE KING OF THE JEWS.
3939 One of the criminals who were hanged blas-

phemed Him, saying, “If You are the Christ, save Your-
self and us!”

4040 But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not
fear God, seeing you are under the same sentence?
4141 And we indeed, justly. For we are receiving the due
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reward of our deeds. But this Man has done nothing
amiss.”

4242 Then he said to Jesus, “Lord, remember me when
You come into Your kingdom.”

4343 Jesus said to him, “Truly, I tell you, today you will
be with Me in Paradise.”

The Death of JesusThe Death of Jesus
Mt 27:45–56; Mk 15:33–41; Jn 19:28–30

4444 It was now about the sixth hour, and darkness
came over all the land until the ninth hour, 4545 while the
sun was darkened. And the veil of the temple was torn
in the middle. 4646 And Jesus cried out with a loud voice,
“Father, into Your hands I commit My spirit.” Having
said this, He gave up the spirit.

4747 When the centurion saw what had happened, he
glorified God and said, “Certainly, this was a righteous
Man.” 4848 All the crowds who came together to that
sight, witnessing what occurred, struck their chests
and returned. 4949 But all those who knew Him and the
women accompanying Him from Galilee stood at a dis-
tance, seeing these things.

The Burial of JesusThe Burial of Jesus
Mt 27:57–61; Mk 15:42–47; Jn 19:38–42

5050 Now there was a man named Joseph, a member of
the Council, who was a good and just man. 5151 He had
not consented to their counsel and deed. He was from
Arimathea, a city of the Jews, and he himself was also
waiting for the kingdom of God. 5252 This man went to
Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. 5353 Then he took
Him down, and wrapped Him in linen, and placed Him
in a hewn tomb, where no one had ever been buried.
5454 It was the Day of Preparation, and the Sabbath was
drawing near.

5555 The women who came with Him from Galilee fol-
lowed, and saw the tomb and how His body was
placed. 5656 Then they returned and prepared spices and
ointments. On the Sabbath they rested according to
the commandment.

The ResurrThe Resurrection of Jesusection of Jesus
Mt 28:1–10; Mk 16:1–8; Jn 20:1–10

Now on the first day of the week, very early in
the morning, they, and certain other women

with them, came to the tomb bringing the spices they
had prepared. 22 They found the stone rolled away from
the tomb. 33 But when they entered, they did not find
the body of the Lord Jesus. 44 While they were greatly
perplexed concerning this, suddenly two men stood by
them in shining garments. 55 As they were afraid and
bowed their faces to the ground, they said to them,
“Why do you seek the living among the dead? 66 He is
not here, but has risen! Remember how He spoke to
you while He was still in Galilee, 77 saying, ‘The Son of
Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men,
and be crucified, and on the third day rise again.’ ”
88 Then they remembered His words.

99 And they returned from the tomb and reported all
these things to the eleven and to all the rest. 1010 It was
Mary Magdalene and Joanna, Mary the mother of
James, and other women with them, who told these
things to the apostles. 1111 But their words seemed like
fables to them, and they did not believe them. 1212 But
Peter rose and ran to the tomb. Stooping down, he
saw the linen clothes lying by themselves. He depart-
ed, wondering in himself what had happened.

The WThe Walk to Emmausalk to Emmaus
Mk 16:12–13

1313 Now that same day two of them were going to a
village called Emmaus, about seven miles †† from
Jerusalem. 1414 They were talking with each other about
all these things that had happened. 1515 While they com-
muned and reasoned together, Jesus Himself drew
near and went with them. 1616 But their eyes were kept
from recognizing Him.

1717 He said to them, “What kind of communication are
you sharing with one another while you are walking
and are sad?”

1818 One of them, named Cleopas, answered Him, “Are
You the only foreigner in Jerusalem who does not
know what has happened there in these days?”

1919 He said to them, “What things?”
They said to Him, “Concerning Jesus of Nazareth,

who was a prophet, powerful in deed and word before
God and all the people, 2020 and how our chief priests
and rulers handed Him over to be sentenced to death
and crucified Him. 2121 But we were hoping that it was
He who was to redeem Israel. Moreover, today is the
third day since these things happened. 2222 Even some
women from among us, who arrived early at the
tomb, surprised us. 2323 When they did not find His body,
they returned saying that they had even seen a vision
of angels, who said that He was alive. 2424 Then some of
those who were with us went to the tomb and found it
just as the women had said. But they did not see Him.”

2525 He said to them, “O fools! And slow of heart to be-
lieve what the prophets have spoken! 2626 Was it not
necessary for the Christ to suffer these things and to
enter His glory?” 2727 And beginning with Moses and all
the Prophets, He explained to them the things con-
cerning Himself in all the Scriptures.

2828 They drew near the village where they were travel-
ing, and He seemed to be going farther. 2929 But they
urged Him, saying, “Stay with us. For it is nearly
evening and the day is far spent.” So He went in to
stay with them.

3030 As He sat at supper with them, He took the bread,
blessed it and broke it, and gave it to them. 3131 Then
their eyes were opened, and they recognized Him. And
He vanished out of their sight. 3232 They said to each oth-
er, “Did not our hearts burn within us while He talked
to us on the way and while He opened the Scriptures
to us?”

† Gk. a 60 stadia, or 11 kilometers.
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3333 They rose up and returned to Jerusalem at once.
And they found the eleven and those who were with
them assembled together, 3434 saying, “The Lord has
risen indeed, and has appeared to Simon!” 3535 Then
they reported what had happened on the way, and
how He was recognized by them in the breaking of the
bread.

The AppearThe Appearance to the Disciplesance to the Disciples
Mt 28:16–20; Mk 16:14–18; Jn 20:19–23; Ac 1:6–8

3636 As they were saying this, Jesus Himself stood
among them and said to them, “Peace be unto you.”

3737 They were terrified and frightened, and supposed
that they saw a spirit. 3838 He said to them, “Why are you
troubled, and why do doubts arise in your hearts? 3939

See My hands and My feet, that it is I Myself. Feel Me
and see. For a spirit does not have flesh and bones as
you see that I have.”

4040 When He said this, He showed them His hands and
His feet. 4141 And while they yet disbelieved for joy and
wondered, He said to them, “Do you have any food
here?” 4242 They gave Him a piece of broiled fish and
some honeycomb. 4343 And He took it and ate it before
them.

4444 He said to them, “These are the words which I
spoke to you while I was still with you, that all things
must be fulfilled which were written in the Law of
Moses and in the Prophets and in the Psalms concern-
ing Me.”

4545 Then He opened their minds to understand the
Scriptures. 4646 He said to them, “Thus it is written, and
accordingly it was necessary for the Christ to suffer
and to rise from the dead the third day, 4747 and that re-
pentance and remission of sins should be preached in
His name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 4848 You
are witnesses of these things. 4949 And look, I am send-
ing the promise of My Father upon you. But wait in the
city of Jerusalem until you are clothed with power
from on high.”

The AscensionThe Ascension
Mk 16:19–20; Ac 1:9–11

5050 Then He led them out as far as Bethany, and He
lifted up His hands and blessed them. 5151 While He
blessed them, He parted from them and was carried
up into heaven. 5252 Then they worshipped Him, and re-
turned to Jerusalem with great joy, 5353 and were contin-
ually in the temple, praising and blessing God. Amen.
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JOHNJOHN
According to Irenaeus, John the Apostle, the brother of James the Apostle, authored the Gospel bearing his
name in the AD 90s. But there is evidence for an earlier date closer to AD 70. While living in Ephesus, he com-
posed this spiritual Gospel to supplement the other three Gospels. The believers of his day encouraged him to
write this Gospel. He had outlived all of the original apostles and did not suffer martyrdom. It is a unique testi-
mony of the divinity, Messiahship, and eternal Sonship of Christ. John may have been refuting the initial teach-
ings of certain heresies, such as Gnosticism, which later plagued the church in the second century. He may also
have been debating with local synagogues in Ephesus about the real identity of the Messiah—Jesus Christ. This
Gospel is distinctive from the other Gospels in that it has seven events in common with them: John the Baptist’s
baptizing ministry, the feeding of the five thousand, Jesus’ walking on the water, Jesus’ anointing at Bethany,
the Last Supper, the Crucifixion, and the Resurrection. Old Testament imagery saturates John’s Gospel.

The WThe Worord Became Fleshd Became Flesh

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word
was with God, and the Word was God. 22 He was in

the beginning with God.
33 All things were created through Him, and without

Him nothing was created that was created. 44 In Him
was life, and the life was the light of mankind. 55 The
light shines in darkness, but the darkness has not
overcome it.

66 There was a man sent from God whose name was
John. 77 This man came as a witness in order to testify
concerning the Light, that all men through Him might
believe. 88 He was not this Light, but was sent in order
to testify concerning the Light. 99 The true Light, which
enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.

1010 He was in the world, and the world was created
through Him, yet the world did not know Him. 1111 He
came to His own, and His own people did not receive
Him. 1212 Yet to all who received Him, He gave the power
to become sons of God, to those who believed in His
name, 1313 who were born not of blood, nor of the will of
the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.

1414 The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and
we saw His glory, the glory as the only Son of the Fa-
ther, full of grace and truth.

1515 John bore witness of Him and cried out, “This was
He of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me is pre-
ferred before me, for He was before me.’” 1616 We have
all received from His fullness grace upon grace. 1717 For
the law was given through Moses; grace and truth
came through Jesus Christ. 1818 No one has seen God at
any time. The only Son, who is at the Father’s side, has
made Him known.

The TThe Testimony of John the Baptistestimony of John the Baptist
Mt 3:1–12; Mk 1:2–8; Lk 3:15–17

1919 Now this is the testimony of John, when the Jews
sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him,
“Who are you?” 2020 He confessed, and did not deny, but
confessed, “I am not the Christ.”

2121 They asked him, “Who then? Are you Elijah?”
He said, “I am not.”
“Are you the Prophet?”
He answered, “No.”
2222 They said to him then, “Who are you? Tell us so

that we may give an answer to those who sent us.
What do you say concerning yourself?”

2323 John said, “I am the voice of one crying out in the
wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ †† just
as the prophet Isaiah said.”

2424 Now those who were sent were from the Phar-
isees. 2525 They asked him, “Why do you baptize then, if
you are not the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?”

2626 John answered them, “I baptize with water, but
One stands among you, whom you do not know.
2727 This is He who comes after me, who is preferred be-
fore me, the strap of whose sandal I am not worthy to
untie.”

2828 These things took place in Bethany beyond the Jor-
dan, where John was baptizing.

The Lamb of GodThe Lamb of God
2929 The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him

and said, “Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the
sin of the world. 3030 This is He of whom I said, ‘After me
comes a Man who is preferred before me, for He was
before me.’ 3131 I did not know Him, but for this reason I
came baptizing with water: so that He might be re-
vealed to Israel.”

† Isa 40:3.
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3232 Then John bore witness, saying, “I saw the Spirit
descending from heaven like a dove, and it remained
on Him. 3333 I did not know Him, but He who sent me to
baptize with water said to me, ‘The One on whom you
see the Spirit descending and remaining, this is He
who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ 3434 I have seen and
have borne witness that He is the Son of God.”

The First DisciplesThe First Disciples
3535 Again, the next day John was standing with two of

his disciples. 3636 Looking upon Jesus as He walked, he
said, “Look, the Lamb of God!”

3737 The two disciples heard him speak, and they fol-
lowed Jesus. 3838 Then Jesus turned, saw them following,
and said to them, “What do you seek?”

And they said to Him, “Rabbi” (which means
Teacher), “where are You staying?”

3939 Jesus said to them, “Come and see.”
So they came and saw where He stayed and re-

mained with Him that day, for it was about the tenth
hour.

4040 One of the two who heard John speak, and fol-
lowed Him, was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. 4141 He
first found his own brother Simon, and said to him,
“We have found the Messiah” (which means the
Christ). 4242 Then he brought him to Jesus.

When Jesus saw him, He said, “You are Simon the
son of John. You shall be called Cephas” (which means
Peter).

The Calling of Philip and NathanaelThe Calling of Philip and Nathanael
4343 The next day Jesus wanted to go to Galilee, and He

found Philip, and said to him, “Follow Me.”
4444 Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew

and Peter. 4545 Philip found Nathanael and said to him,
“We have found Him of whom Moses in the law, as
well as the prophets, wrote, Jesus of Nazareth, the son
of Joseph.”

4646 Nathanael said to him, “Can any good thing come
out of Nazareth?”

Philip said to him, “Come and see.”
4747 Jesus saw Nathanael coming to Him and said con-

cerning him, “Here is an Israelite indeed, in whom is
no guile.”

4848 Nathanael said to Him, “How do You know me?”
Jesus answered him, “Before Philip called you, when

you were under the fig tree, I saw you.”
4949 Nathanael answered Him, “Rabbi, You are the Son

of God! You are the King of Israel!”
5050 Jesus answered him, “Because I said to you, ‘I saw

you under the fig tree,’ do you believe? You will see
greater things than these.” 5151 And He said to him, “Tru-
ly, truly I say to you, hereafter you shall see heaven
opened and the angels of God ascending and de-
scending upon the Son of Man.”

The WThe Wedding at Canaedding at Cana

On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of
Galilee. The mother of Jesus was there. 22 Both Je-

sus and His disciples were invited to the wedding.
33 When the wine ran out, the mother of Jesus said to
Him, “They have no wine.”

44 Jesus said to her, “Woman, what does this have to
do with Me? My hour has not yet come.”

55 His mother said to the servants, “Whatever He says
to you, do it.”

66 Six water pots made of stone were sitting there,
used for ceremonial cleansing by the Jews, containing
twenty to thirty gallons each. ††

77 Jesus said to them, “Fill the water pots with water.”
And they filled them up to the brim.

88 Then He said to them, “Now draw some out, and
take it to the master of the feast.”

And they took it. 99 When the master of the feast tast-
ed the water that had been turned into wine, and did
not know where it came from (though the servants
who drew the water knew), the master of the feast
called the bridegroom, 1010 and he said to him, “Every
man serves the good wine first, and after men have
drunk freely, then the poor wine is served. But you
have kept the good wine until now.”

1111 This, the first of His signs, Jesus did in Cana of
Galilee, and He revealed His glory, and His disciples
believed in Him.

1212 After this He, and His mother, and His brothers,
and His disciples went down to Capernaum. They re-
mained there a few days.

The Cleansing of the TThe Cleansing of the Templeemple
Mt 21:12–17; Mk 11:15–17; Lk 19:45–48

1313 The Passover of the Jews was at hand, and Jesus
went up to Jerusalem. 1414 In the temple He found those
who were selling oxen and sheep and doves, and the
moneychangers sitting there. 1515 When He had made a
whip of cords, He drove them all out of the temple,
with the sheep and oxen. He poured out the changers’
money and overturned the tables. 1616 He said to those
who sold doves, “Take these things away! Do not make
My Father’s house a house of merchandise!”

1717 His disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal
for Your house will consume Me.” ††††

1818 Then the Jews said to Him, “What sign do You show
us, seeing that You do these things?”

1919 Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in
three days I will raise it up.”

2020 Then the Jews said, “It has taken forty-six years to
build this temple, and will You raise it up in three
days?” 2121 But He was speaking concerning the temple
of His body. 2222 Therefore, when He was raised from the
dead, His disciples remembered that He had said this

† Gk. a 2 to 3 metretes, or 75 to 115 liters. †† Ps 69:9.
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to them. And they believed the Scripture and the word
which Jesus had spoken.

Jesus KnoJesus Knows All Menws All Men
2323 Now when He was in Jerusalem at the Passover

Feast, many believed in His name when they saw the
signs which He did. 2424 But Jesus did not entrust Himself
to them, because He knew all men, 2525 and did not need
anyone to bear witness of man, for He knew what was
in man.

Jesus and NicodemusJesus and Nicodemus

There was a man of the Pharisees named Nicode-
mus, a ruler of the Jews. 22 He came to Jesus by

night and said to Him, “Rabbi, we know that You are a
teacher who has come from God. For no one can do
these signs that You do unless God is with him.”

33 Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly I say to you, un-
less a man is born again, †† he cannot see the kingdom
of God.”

44 Nicodemus said to Him, “How can a man be born
when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his
mother’s womb and be born?”

55 Jesus answered, “Truly, truly I say to you, unless a
man is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter
the kingdom of God. 66 That which is born of the flesh
is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 77

Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be born
again.’ 88 The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear
its sound, but you do not know where it comes from
or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of
the Spirit.”

99 Nicodemus said to Him, “How can this be?”
1010 Jesus answered him, “Are you the teacher of Israel,

but you do not know these things? 1111 Truly, truly I say
to you, We speak of what We know and bear witness
of what We have seen, but you do not receive Our tes-
timony. 1212 If I have told you earthly things and you do
not believe, how will you believe if I tell you heavenly
things? 1313 No one has ascended to heaven except He
who descended from heaven, even the Son of Man
who is in heaven. 1414 Just as Moses lifted up the ser-
pent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man
be lifted up, 1515 that whoever believes in Him should
not perish, but may have eternal life.

1616 “For God so loved the world that He gave His only
begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should
not perish, but have eternal life. 1717 For God did not
send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but
that the world through Him might be saved. 1818 He who
believes in Him is not condemned. But he who does
not believe is condemned already, because he has not
believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.
1919 This is the verdict, that light has come into the
world, and men loved darkness rather than light, be-
cause their deeds were evil. 2020 For everyone who does

† Or a born from above.

evil hates the light and does not come to the light, lest
his deeds should be exposed. 2121 But he who does the
truth comes to the light, that it may be revealed that
his deeds have been done in God.”

Jesus and John the BaptistJesus and John the Baptist
2222 After these things Jesus and His disciples came in-

to the land of Judea. He remained with them there and
baptized. 2323 John also was baptizing in Aenon toward
Salim, because much water was there. And people
came and were baptized. 2424 For John had not yet been
put in prison. 2525 Then a dispute arose between some of
John’s disciples and the Jews about ceremonial cleans-
ing. 2626 They came to John and said to him, “Rabbi, He
who was with you beyond the Jordan, to whom you
bore witness, look, He is baptizing, and everyone is go-
ing to Him.”

2727 John answered, “A man can receive nothing unless
it has been given to him from heaven. 2828 You your-
selves bear witness of me, that I said, ‘I am not the
Christ,’ but ‘I have been sent before Him.’ 2929 He who
has the bride is the bridegroom. But the friend of the
bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejoices
greatly at the bridegroom’s voice. Therefore this joy of
mine is fulfilled. 3030 He must increase, but I must de-
crease.”

He Who Comes FrHe Who Comes From Heavenom Heaven
3131 He who comes from above is above all. He who is

of the earth is earthly and speaks of the earth. He who
comes from heaven is above all. 3232 He bears witness of
what He has seen and heard, yet no one receives His
testimony. 3333 He who has received His testimony has
certified that God is true. 3434 For He whom God has sent
speaks the words of God, for God gives the Spirit with-
out measure to Him. 3535 The Father loves the Son, and
has placed all things into His hand. 3636 He who believes
in the Son has eternal life. He who does not believe
the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God re-
mains on him.

Jesus and the Samaritan WJesus and the Samaritan Womanoman

Now when the Lord learned that the Pharisees
had heard that Jesus was making and baptizing

more disciples than John 22 (though Jesus Himself did
not baptize, but His disciples), 33 He left Judea and de-
parted again to Galilee.

44 Now it was necessary that He go through Samaria.
55 So He came to a city of Samaria which is called Sy-
char, near the plot of ground that Jacob gave to his
son Joseph. 66 Jacob’s well was there. Jesus, therefore,
being exhausted from His journey, sat down by the
well. It was about the sixth hour.

77 A woman of Samaria came there to draw water. Je-
sus said to her, “Give Me a drink.” 88 For His disciples
had gone away into the city to buy food.
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99 Then the woman of Samaria said to Him, “How is it
that You, being a Jew, ask a drink from me, a woman
of Samaria?” For Jews have no dealings with Samari-
tans.

1010 Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God,
and who it is who is saying to you, ‘Give Me a drink,’
you would have asked Him, and He would have given
you living water.”

1111 The woman said to Him, “Sir, You have nothing to
draw with, and the well is deep. Where then do You
get that living water? 1212 Are You greater than our fa-
ther Jacob, who gave us the well and drank from it
himself, along with his sons and his livestock?”

1313 Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this wa-
ter will thirst again, 1414 but whoever drinks of the water
that I shall give him will never thirst. Indeed, the water
that I shall give him will become in him a well of water
springing up into eternal life.”

1515 The woman said to Him, “Sir, give me this water, so
that I will not thirst, nor come here to draw.”

1616 Jesus said to her, “Go, call your husband, and come
here.”

1717 The woman answered, “I have no husband.”
Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘I have no

husband,’ 1818 for you have had five husbands, and he
whom you now have is not your husband. So you have
spoken truthfully.”

1919 The woman said to Him, “Sir, I perceive that You
are a prophet. 2020 Our fathers worshipped on this
mountain, but you all say that in Jerusalem is the place
where men ought to worship.”

2121 Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe Me, the hour is
coming when neither on this mountain nor in
Jerusalem will you worship the Father. 2222 You worship
what you do not know; we know what we worship, for
salvation is of the Jews. 2323 Yet the hour is coming, and
is now here, when the true worshippers will worship
the Father in spirit and truth. For the Father seeks
such to worship Him. 2424 God is Spirit, and those who
worship Him must worship Him in spirit and truth.”

2525 The woman said to Him, “I know that Messiah is
coming” (who is called Christ). “When He comes, He
will tell us all things.”

2626 Jesus said to her, “I who speak to you am He.”
2727 Then His disciples came. They marveled that He

talked with a woman. Yet no one said, “What do You
seek?” or, “Why are You talking with her?”

2828 The woman then left her water pot, went her way
into the city, and said to the men, 2929 “Come, see a Man
who told me all things that I ever did. Could this be the
Christ?” 3030 They went out of the city and came to Him.

3131 Meanwhile His disciples urged Him, saying, “Rabbi,
eat.”

3232 But He said to them, “I have food to eat of which
you do not know.”

3333 Therefore the disciples said one to another, “Has
anyone brought Him anything to eat?”

3434 Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of
Him who sent Me, and to finish His work. 3535 Do you
not say, ‘There are yet four months, and then comes
the harvest’? Listen! I say to you, lift up your eyes and
look at the fields, for they are already white for har-
vest. 3636 He who reaps receives wages, and gathers
fruit that leads to eternal life, that both he who sows
and he who reaps may rejoice together. 3737 For in this
is the saying true, ‘One sows, and another reaps.’ 3838 I
sent you to reap a crop for which you did not labor.
And you have benefited from their labor.”

3939 Many of the Samaritans of that city believed in Him
because of the word of the woman who testified, “He
told me all that I ever did.” 4040 So when the Samaritans
came to Him, they asked Him to remain with them.
And He stayed there two days. 4141 And many more be-
lieved because of His word.

4242 They said to the woman, “Now we believe, not be-
cause of what you said, for we have heard for our-
selves and know that this Man is indeed the Christ, the
Savior of the world.”

The Healing of the NoblemanThe Healing of the Nobleman’’s Sons Son
Mt 8:5–13; Lk 7:1–10

4343 After the two days He departed from there and
went to Galilee. 4444 For Jesus Himself testified that a
prophet has no honor in his own country. 4545 Then,
when He came to Galilee, the Galileans welcomed
Him, having seen all the things He did at Jerusalem at
the feast. For they had also gone to the feast.

4646 So Jesus came again to Cana of Galilee where He
had made the water wine. And there was a certain no-
bleman whose son was sick in Capernaum. 4747 When he
heard that Jesus had come out of Judea into Galilee,
he went to Him, pleading that He would come down
and heal his son, for he was at the point of death.

4848 Then Jesus said to him, “Unless you see signs and
wonders, you will not believe.”

4949 The nobleman said to Him, “Sir, come down before
my child dies.”

5050 Jesus said to him, “Go your way. Your son lives.”
And the man believed the word that Jesus spoke to

him, and he went his way. 5151 While he was going down,
his servants met him and told him, “Your son lives!”
5252 When he inquired of them the hour when he began
to heal, they answered, “Yesterday at the seventh hour
the fever left him.”

5353 Then the father knew that it was at the same hour
in which Jesus said to him, “Your son lives.” So he and
his whole household believed.

5454 This was the second sign that Jesus did when He
had come from Judea to Galilee.

The Healing at the PoolThe Healing at the Pool

After this there was a feast of the Jews, and Jesus
went up to Jerusalem. 22 Now in Jerusalem by the

Sheep Gate there is a pool, which in Hebrew is called
Bethesda, having five porches. 33 In these lay a great
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crowd of invalids, blind, lame, and paralyzed, waiting
for the moving of the water. 44 For an angel went down
at a certain time into the pool and stirred up the wa-
ter. After the stirring of the water, whoever stepped in
first was healed of whatever disease he had. 55 A cer-
tain man was there who had an illness for thirty-eight
years. 66 When Jesus saw him lying there, and knew
that he had been in that condition now a long time, He
said to him, “Do you want to be healed?”

77 The sick man answered Him, “Sir, I have no one to
put me into the pool when the water is stirred. But
while I am coming, another steps down before me.”

88 Jesus said to him, “Rise, take up your bed and walk.”
99 Immediately the man was healed, took up his bed,
and walked.

That day was the Sabbath. 1010 The Jews therefore said
to him who was cured, “It is the Sabbath day. It is not
lawful for you to carry your bed.”

1111 He answered them, “He who healed me said to
me, ‘Take up your bed and walk.’ ”

1212 So they asked him, “Who is the Man who said to
you, ‘Take up your bed and walk’ ?”

1313 Now the man who was healed did not know who it
was, for Jesus had withdrawn, as there was a crowd in
that place.

1414 Afterward Jesus found him in the temple, and said
to him, “See, you have become whole. Sin no more lest
something worse happens to you.” 1515 The man depart-
ed and told the Jews that it was Jesus who had healed
him.

1616 So the Jews persecuted Jesus and sought to kill
Him, because He had done these things on the Sab-
bath day. 1717 Jesus answered them, “My Father is work-
ing still, and I am working.” 1818 So the Jews sought even
more to kill Him, because He not only had broken the
Sabbath, but also said that God was His Father, mak-
ing Himself equal with God.

The Authority of the SonThe Authority of the Son
1919 Then Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly I say to you,

the Son can do nothing of Himself, but what He sees
the Father do. For whatever He does, likewise the Son
does. 2020 For the Father loves the Son and shows Him
all things that He Himself does. And He will show Him
greater works than these so that you may marvel. 2121

For as the Father raises the dead and gives them life,
even so the Son gives life to whom He will. 2222 The Fa-
ther judges no one, but has committed all judgment
to the Son, 2323 that all men should honor the Son, just
as they honor the Father. He who does not honor the
Son does not honor the Father who sent Him.

2424 “Truly, truly I say to you, whoever hears My word
and believes in Him who sent Me has eternal life and
shall not come into condemnation, but has passed
from death into life. 2525 Truly, truly I say to you, the
hour is coming, and is now here, when the dead will
hear the voice of the Son of God, and those who hear
will live. 2626 For as the Father has life in Himself, so He

has given to the Son to have life in Himself, 2727 and has
given Him authority to execute judgment also, be-
cause He is the Son of Man.

2828 “Do not marvel at this. For the hour is coming in
which all who are in the graves will hear His voice 2929

and come out—those who have done good to the res-
urrection of life, and those who have done evil to the
resurrection of judgment. 3030 I can do nothing of My-
self. As I hear, I judge. My judgment is just, because I
seek not My own will, but the will of the Father who
sent Me.

Witnesses to JesusWitnesses to Jesus
3131 “If I bear witness of Myself, My testimony is not

true. 3232 There is another who bears witness of Me, and
I know that the testimony which He bears of Me is
true.

3333 “You sent to John, and he bore witness of the
truth. 3434 I do not receive testimony from man, but I
say these things that you may be saved. 3535 He was a
burning and a shining lamp, and you were willing for a
season to rejoice in his light.

3636 “I have greater testimony than that of John. The
works which the Father has given Me to finish, the
very works that I do, bear witness of Me, that the Fa-
ther has sent Me. 3737 The Father Himself, who has sent
Me, has borne witness of Me. You have neither heard
His voice at any time, nor seen His form. 3838 You do not
have His word abiding in you, for you do not believe
the One He has sent. 3939 You search the Scriptures, be-
cause you think in them you have eternal life. These
are they who bear witness of Me. 4040 Yet you are not
willing to come to Me that you may have life.

4141 “I do not receive honor from men. 4242 But I know
you, that you do not have the love of God in you. 4343 I
have come in My Father’s name, but you do not re-
ceive Me. If another comes in his own name, you will
receive him. 4444 How can you believe, who receive glory
from one another and do not seek the glory that
comes from the only God?

4545 “Do not think that I shall accuse you to the Father.
There is one who accuses you—Moses, in whom you
trust. 4646 For if you believed Moses, you would believe
Me, for he wrote of Me. 4747 But if you do not believe his
writings, how will you believe My words?”

The Feeding of the Five ThousandThe Feeding of the Five Thousand
Mt 14:13–21; Mk 6:30–44; Lk 9:10–17

After these things Jesus went across the Sea of
Galilee, which is the Sea of Tiberias. 22 And a great

crowd followed Him, because they saw His signs which
He did for the sick. 33 Then Jesus went up on a moun-
tain, and He sat there with His disciples. 44 Now the
Passover, the feast of the Jews, was near.

55 When Jesus looked up and saw a great crowd com-
ing to Him, He said to Philip, “Where shall we buy
bread that these may eat?” 66 He said this to test him,
for He Himself knew what He would do.
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77 Philip answered Him, “Two hundred denarii †† worth
of bread is not sufficient for each of them to receive
but a little.”

88 One of His disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother,
said to Him, 99 “There is a boy here who has five barley
loaves and two small fish. But what are they among so
many?”

1010 Jesus said, “Make the people sit down.” Now there
was much grass in the place. So the men sat down,
numbering about five thousand. 1111 Jesus then took the
loaves, and when He had given thanks, He distributed
them to the disciples, and the disciples to those who
were sitting down; and likewise, they distributed the
fish, as much as they wanted.

1212 When they were filled, He told His disciples, “Col-
lect the fragments that remain, that nothing may be
lost.” 1313 So they collected them and filled twelve bas-
kets with the fragments of the five barley loaves which
were left over by those who had eaten.

1414 When those men saw the sign which He had done,
they then said, “This is truly the Prophet who is to
come into the world.” 1515 Therefore, knowing that they
would come and take Him by force to make Him king,
Jesus departed again to a mountain by Himself alone.

WWalking on the Walking on the Waterater
Mt 14:22–27; Mk 6:45–52

1616 Now when evening came, His disciples went down
to the sea. 1717 They got into a boat and went across the
sea toward Capernaum. It was now dark, and Jesus
had not come to them. 1818 The sea was stirred up be-
cause a strong wind was blowing. 1919 So when they had
rowed about three or four miles, †††† they saw Jesus
walking on the sea and coming near the boat. And
they were afraid. 2020 But He said to them, “It is I. Do not
be afraid.” 2121 Then they gladly received Him into the
boat, and immediately the boat was at the land to
which they were going.

Jesus the BrJesus the Bread of Lifeead of Life
2222 The following day the people who stood on the

other side of the sea saw that there was no other boat
there, except the one which His disciples had entered,
and that Jesus had not entered the boat with His disci-
ples, but that His disciples had gone away alone.
2323 However, other boats came from Tiberias near the
place where they ate bread when the Lord had given
thanks. 2424 When the people therefore saw that neither
Jesus nor His disciples were there, they also got into
boats and came to Capernaum, looking for Jesus.

2525 When they found Him on the other side of the sea,
they said to Him, “Rabbi, when did You come here?”

2626 Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly I say to you, you
seek Me not because you saw signs, but because you
ate of the loaves and were filled. 2727 Do not work for
the food which perishes, but for that food which en-

† Eight months’ wages. †† Gk. a 25 to 30 stadia, or 5 or 6 kilo-
meters.

dures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will give
you. For God the Father has set His seal on Him.”

2828 Then they asked Him, “What shall we do that we
may work the works of God?”

2929 Jesus answered them, “This is the work of God,
that you believe in Him whom He has sent.”

3030 Therefore they said to Him, “What sign do You
show then, that we may see and believe You? What
work will You perform? 3131 Our fathers ate manna in the
desert. As it is written, ‘He gave them bread from
heaven to eat.’ ‡‡”

3232 Then Jesus said, “Truly, truly I say to you, Moses
did not give you the bread from heaven, but My Father
gives you the true bread from heaven. 3333 For the
bread of God is He who comes down from heaven and
gives life to the world.”

3434 Then they said to Him, “Lord, give us this bread al-
ways.”

3535 Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life. Whoever
comes to Me shall never hunger, and whoever believes
in Me shall never thirst. 3636 But I told you that you have
seen Me, and yet do not believe. 3737 All whom the Fa-
ther gives Me will come to Me, and he who comes to
Me I will never cast out. 3838 For I came down from heav-
en, not to do My own will, but the will of Him who sent
Me. 3939 This is the will of the Father who has sent Me,
that of all whom He has given Me, I should lose noth-
ing, but should raise it up at the last day. 4040 This is the
will of Him who sent Me, that everyone who sees the
Son and believes in Him may have eternal life, and I
will raise him up on the last day.”

4141 The Jews then murmured about Him, because He
said, “I am the bread which came down from heaven.”
4242 They said, “Is this not Jesus, the son of Joseph,
whose father and mother we know? How is it then that
He says, ‘I have come down from heaven’ ?”

4343 Jesus therefore answered them, “Do not murmur
among yourselves. 4444 No one can come to Me unless
the Father who has sent Me draws him. And I will raise
him up on the last day. 4545 It is written in the Prophets,
‘They shall all be taught by God.’ ‡†‡† Therefore everyone
who has heard and has learned of the Father comes to
Me. 4646 Not that anyone has seen the Father, except He
who is from God. He has seen the Father. 4747 Truly, tru-
ly I say to you, whoever believes in Me has eternal life.
4848 I am the bread of life. 4949 Your fathers ate manna in
the wilderness, and they died. 5050 This is the bread
which comes down from heaven, that one may eat of
it and not die. 5151 I am the living bread which came
down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he
will live forever. The bread which I shall give for the life
of the world is My flesh.”

5252 The Jews therefore quarreled among themselves,
saying, “How can this Man give us His flesh to eat?”

5353 Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly I say to you, unless
you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and drink His
blood, you have no life in you. 5454 Whoever eats My

‡ Ex 16:4, 15; Ne 9:15; Ps 78:24–25. ‡† Isa 54:13.
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flesh and drinks My blood has eternal life. And I will
raise him up on the last day. 5555 For My flesh is food in-
deed, and My blood is drink indeed. 5656 Whoever eats
My flesh and drinks My blood remains in Me, and I in
him. 5757 As the living Father sent Me, and I live because
of the Father, so whoever feeds on Me also will live be-
cause of Me. 5858 This is the bread which came down
from heaven, not as your fathers ate manna and died.
He who eats this bread will live forever.” 5959 He said
these things in the synagogue, as He taught in Caper-
naum.

The WThe Worords of Eternal Lifeds of Eternal Life
6060 When they heard this, many of His disciples said,

“This is a hard saying. Who can listen to it?”
6161 Knowing in Himself that His disciples murmured

about it, Jesus said to them, “Does this offend you? 6262

Then what if you see the Son of Man ascend to where
He was before? 6363 It is the Spirit who gives life. The
flesh profits nothing. The words that I speak to you
are spirit and are life. 6464 But there are some of you
who do not believe.” For Jesus knew from the begin-
ning who they were who did not believe, and who it
was who would betray Him. 6565 Then He said, “For this
reason I have said to you that no one can come to Me
unless it were given him by My Father.”

6666 From that time many of His disciples went back
and walked no more with Him.

6767 So Jesus said to the twelve, “Do you also want to
go away?”

6868 Simon Peter answered Him, “Lord, to whom shall
we go? You have the words of eternal life. 6969 We have
believed and have come to know that You are the
Christ, the Son of the living God.”

7070 Jesus answered them, “Have I not chosen you, the
twelve, and yet one of you is a devil?” 7171 He spoke of Ju-
das Iscariot, the son of Simon. For it was he who
would betray Him, being one of the twelve.

The Unbelief of Jesus’ BrThe Unbelief of Jesus’ Brothersothers

After these things Jesus walked in Galilee. He
would not walk in Judea, because the Jews were

seeking to kill Him. 22 Now the Jews’ Feast of Taberna-
cles was at hand. 33 His brothers therefore said to Him,
“Depart from here and go into Judea, that Your disci-
ples also may see the works that You do. 44 For no one
does anything in secret, while he himself seeks to be
known openly. If You do these things, reveal Yourself
to the world.” 55 For even His brothers did not believe in
Him.

66 Therefore Jesus told them, “My time has not yet
come, but your time is always fitting. 77 The world can-
not hate you. But it hates Me, because I testify con-
cerning it, that its works are evil. 88 You go up to this
feast. I am not going up to this feast yet, because My
time has not yet fully come.” 99 Having said these things
to them, He remained in Galilee.

Jesus at the Feast of TJesus at the Feast of Tabernaclesabernacles
1010 However, after His brothers had gone up to the

feast, then He also went up, not publicly, but secretly.
1111 Then the Jews looked for Him at the feast, and said,
“Where is He?”

1212 There was much complaining among the people
concerning Him. For some said, “He is a good Man.”

Others said, “No, He deceives the people.” 1313 Yet no
one spoke openly of Him for fear of the Jews.

1414 Now about the middle of the feast Jesus went up
into the temple and began teaching. 1515 The Jews mar-
veled, saying, “How has this Man become educated,
having never been taught?”

1616 Jesus answered them, “My teaching is not Mine,
but His who sent Me. 1717 If any man desires to do His
will, he shall know whether the teaching is from God
or whether I speak on My own authority. 1818 He who
speaks on his own authority seeks his own glory. But
He who seeks the glory of Him who sent Him is true,
and no unrighteousness is in Him. 1919 Did Moses not
give you the law, and yet none of you keeps the law?
Why do you seek to kill Me?”

2020 The people answered and said, “You have a de-
mon. Who is seeking to kill You?”

2121 Jesus answered them, “I did one work, and you all
marvel. 2222 Yet, because Moses gave you circumcision,
you circumcise a man on the Sabbath day (although it
did not come from Moses, but from the Patriarchs). 2323

If a man receives circumcision on the Sabbath day, so
that the Law of Moses should not be broken, are you
angry at Me because I completely healed a man on
the Sabbath day? 2424 Do not judge according to appear-
ance, but practice righteous judgment.”

Is He the Christ?Is He the Christ?
2525 Then some of them from Jerusalem said, “Is this

not He whom they seek to kill? 2626 Look! He speaks pub-
licly, and they say nothing to Him. Do the rulers indeed
know that this is really the Christ? 2727 But we know
where this Man is from. When the Christ comes, no
one will know where He is from.”

2828 Then Jesus, still teaching in the temple, cried out,
“You know Me and you likewise know where I am
from. I have not come on My own authority, but He
who sent Me is true, whom you do not know. 2929 But I
know Him, for I am from Him, and He sent Me.”

3030 So they tried to seize Him, but no one laid hands
on Him, because His hour had not yet come. 3131 Still,
many of the people believed in Him and said, “When
the Christ comes, will He do more signs than these
which this Man has done?”

Officials Sent to ArrOfficials Sent to Arrest Jesusest Jesus
3232 The Pharisees heard the people murmuring these

things concerning Him. So the Pharisees and the chief
priests sent officers to arrest Him.
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3333 Then Jesus said to them, “I shall be with you a little
while longer, and then I go to Him who sent Me. 3434

You will look for Me and you will not find Me. And
where I am, you cannot come.”

3535 The Jews said among themselves, “Where does He
intend to go that we shall not find Him? Does He in-
tend to go to the Dispersion among the Greeks and
teach the Greeks? 3636 What kind of saying is this which
He said, ‘You will look for Me and you will not find Me.
And where I am, you cannot come’ ?”

Rivers of Living WRivers of Living Waterater
3737 On the last and greatest day of the feast, Jesus

stood and cried out, “If anyone is thirsty, let him come
to Me and drink. 3838 He who believes in Me, as the
Scripture has said, out of his heart shall flow rivers of
living water.” 3939 By this He spoke of the Spirit, whom
those who believe in Him would receive. For the Holy
Spirit was not yet given, because Jesus was not yet glo-
rified.

Division Among the PeopleDivision Among the People
4040 Therefore when they heard these words, many of

the people said, “Truly, this is the Prophet.”
4141 Others said, “This is the Christ.”
But some said, “Will the Christ come out of Galilee?

4242 Has the Scripture not said that the Christ comes
from the seed of David, out of the town of Bethlehem
where David was?” 4343 So there was a division among
the people because of Him. 4444 Some of them wanted to
arrest Him, but no one laid hands on Him.

The Unbelief of Those in AuthorityThe Unbelief of Those in Authority
4545 Then the officers came to the chief priests and

Pharisees, who said to them, “Why did you not bring
Him?”

4646 The officers answered, “No man has ever spoken
like this Man.”

4747 Then the Pharisees answered them, “Are you also
deceived? 4848 Have any of the rulers or the Pharisees
believed in Him? 4949 Not at all. This crowd who does not
know the law is accursed.”

5050 Nicodemus, being one of them who came to Jesus
by night, said to them, 5151 “Does our law judge a man
before it hears him and knows what he is doing?”

5252 They answered him, “Are you also from Galilee?
Search and see that no prophet arises out of Galilee.”

The WThe Woman Caught in Adulteryoman Caught in Adultery
5353 Then everyone went to his own house. ††

But Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. 22 Early in
the morning He returned to the temple. All the

people came to Him, and He sat down and taught
them. 33 The scribes and Pharisees brought a woman
caught in adultery. When they had put her in the mid-
dle, 44 they said to Him, “Teacher, this woman was

† The earliest Gk. manuscripts lack 7:53–8:11.

caught in the very act of adultery. 55 Now Moses in the
law commanded us to stone such, but what do You
say?” 66 They said this, testing Him, that they might
have something of which to accuse Him.

But Jesus stooped down and wrote on the ground
with His finger, as though He did not hear them. 77 So
when they continued asking Him, He stood up and
said to them, “Let him who is without sin among you
be the first to throw a stone at her.” 88 Again He
stooped down and wrote on the ground.

99 Being convicted by their conscience, those who
heard it went out one by one, beginning with the el-
dest even to the last. Jesus was left alone, and the
woman standing in the midst. 1010 When Jesus had stood
up and saw no one but the woman, He said to her,
“Woman, where are your accusers? Did no one con-
demn you?”

1111 She said, “No one, Lord.”
Jesus said to her, “Neither do I condemn you. Go and

sin no more.”

Jesus the Light of the WJesus the Light of the Worldorld
1212 Again, Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light

of the world. Whoever follows Me shall not walk in the
darkness, but shall have the light of life.”

1313 The Pharisees therefore said to Him, “You bear wit-
ness of Yourself. Your testimony is not true.”

1414 Jesus answered them, “Though I bear witness of
Myself, My testimony is true. For I know where I came
from and where I am going. But you do not know
where I came from or where I am going. 1515 You judge
according to the flesh. I judge no one. 1616 Yet if I do
judge, My judgment is true. For I am not alone, but I
am with the Father who sent Me. 1717 Even in your law it
is written that the testimony of two men is true. 1818 I
am One who bears witness of Myself, and the Father
that sent Me bears witness of Me.”

1919 Then they said to Him, “Where is Your Father?”
Jesus answered, “You know neither Me nor My Fa-

ther. If you knew Me, you would know My Father also.”
2020 Jesus spoke these words in the treasury, as He
taught in the temple. No one arrested Him, for His
hour had not yet come.

WherWhere I Am Going Ye I Am Going You Cannot Comeou Cannot Come
2121 Again, Jesus said to them, “I am going away, and

you will seek Me, and you will die in your sins. Where I
am going, you cannot come.”

2222 So the Jews said, “Will He kill Himself? For He said,
‘Where I am going, you cannot come.’”

2323 He said to them, “You are from below; I am from
above. You are of this world; I am not of this world. 2424

Therefore I said to you that you will die in your sins.
For unless you believe that I am He, you will die in
your sins.”

2525 They said to Him, “Who are You?”
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Jesus said to them, “Just who I have been telling you
from the beginning. 2626 I have many things to say and
to judge concerning you, but He who sent Me is true.
So I tell the world what I heard from Him.”

2727 They did not understand that He spoke to them of
the Father. 2828 So Jesus said to them, “When you lift up
the Son of Man, then you will know that I am He, and I
do nothing of Myself. But I speak these things as My
Father taught Me. 2929 He who sent Me is with Me. The
Father has not left Me alone, for I always do those
things that please Him.” 3030 As He spoke these words,
many believed in Him.

The TThe Truth Will Set Yruth Will Set You Frou Freeee
3131 Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him, “If

you remain in My word, then you are truly My disci-
ples. 3232 You shall know the truth, and the truth shall
set you free.”

3333 They answered Him, “We are Abraham’s seed and
have never been in bondage to anyone. Why do You
say, ‘You shall be set free’ ?”

3434 Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly I say to you,
whoever commits sin is a slave of sin. 3535 Now a slave
does not remain in the house forever, but a son re-
mains forever. 3636 Therefore if the Son sets you free,
you shall be free indeed. 3737 I know that you are Abra-
ham’s seed. But you seek to kill Me, because My word
has no place in you. 3838 I am telling what I have seen
with My Father, and you are doing what you have seen
with your father.”

YYour Father the Deour Father the Devilvil
3939 They answered Him, “Abraham is our father.”
Jesus said to them, “If you were Abraham’s children,

you would do the works of Abraham. 4040 But now you
seek to kill Me, a Man who has told you the truth
which I heard from God. Abraham did not do this. 4141

You are doing the works of your father.”
Then they said to Him, “We were not born of sexual

immorality. We have one Father: God.”
4242 Jesus said to them, “If God were your Father, you

would love Me, for I came from God and proceeded in-
to the world. I did not come of My own authority, but
He sent Me. 4343 Why do you not understand My speak-
ing? Because you cannot bear to hear My word. 4444 You
are of your father the devil, and you want to do the de-
sires of your father. He was a murderer from the be-
ginning, and does not stand in the truth, because
there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks from
his own nature, for he is a liar and the father of lies. 4545

Yet because I tell the truth, you do not believe Me. 4646

Which of you convicts Me of sin? If I speak the truth,
why do you not believe Me? 4747 He who is of God hears
God’s words. Therefore, you do not hear them, be-
cause you are not of God.”

The PrThe Preeeexistence of Jesusxistence of Jesus
4848 The Jews answered Him, “Do we not rightly say

that You are a Samaritan and have a demon?”
4949 Jesus answered, “I do not have a demon. But I hon-

or My Father, and you dishonor Me. 5050 I do not seek
glory for Myself. There is One who seeks it and judges.
5151 Truly, truly I say to you, if anyone keeps My word,
he shall never see death.”

5252 Then the Jews said to Him, “Now we know that You
have a demon. Abraham and the prophets died, and
You say, ‘If a man keeps My word, he shall never taste
death.’ 5353 “Are You greater than our father Abraham,
who died? The prophets are dead! Who do You make
Yourself out to be?”

5454 Jesus answered, “If I glorify Myself, My glory is
nothing. It is My Father who glorifies Me, of whom you
say that He is your God. 5555 Yet you have not known
Him, but I know Him. If I say, ‘I do not know Him,’ I
shall be a liar like you. But I know Him and keep His
word. 5656 Your father Abraham rejoiced to see My day.
He saw it and was glad.”

5757 Then the Jews said to Him, “You are not yet fifty
years old. Have You seen Abraham?”

5858 Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly I say to you, before
Abraham was born, I AM.” 5959 Then they took up stones
to throw at Him. But Jesus hid Himself and went out of
the temple. Going through their midst, He passed by.

The Healing of a Man Born BlindThe Healing of a Man Born Blind

As Jesus passed by, He saw a man blind from
birth. 22 His disciples asked Him, “Rabbi, who

sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born
blind?”

33 Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents
sinned. But it happened so that the works of God
might be displayed in him. 44 I must do the works of
Him who sent Me while it is day. Night is coming when
no one can work. 55 While I am in the world, I am the
light of the world.”

66 When He had said this, He spat on the ground and
made clay with the saliva. He anointed the eyes of the
blind man with the clay, 77 and said to him, “Go, wash in
the pool of Siloam” (which means “Sent”). So he went
away and washed, and returned seeing.

88 The neighbors and those who had previously seen
that he was blind said, “Is this not he who sat and
begged?” 99 Some said, “This is he.”

Others said, “He is like him.”
But he said, “I am he.”
1010 So they said to him, “How were your eyes opened?”
1111 He answered, “A Man called Jesus made clay,

anointed my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to the pool of
Siloam and wash.’ So I went away and washed, and I
received my sight.”

1212 They said to him, “Where is He?”
He said, “I do not know.”
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The Pharisees Investigate the HealingThe Pharisees Investigate the Healing
1313 They brought the man who had been blind to the

Pharisees. 1414 Now it was a Sabbath day when Jesus
made the clay and opened his eyes. 1515 Therefore the
Pharisees also asked him how he received his sight.
He said to them, “He put clay on my eyes, and I
washed, and I see.”

1616 Some of the Pharisees said, “This Man is not from
God, because He does not keep the Sabbath day.”

Others said, “How can a man who is a sinner do such
signs?” So there was division among them.

1717 Then they said to the blind man again, “What do
you say about Him, since He opened your eyes?”

He said, “He is a prophet.”
1818 But the Jews did not believe concerning him, that

he had been blind and received his sight, until they
called the parents of the one who had received his
sight. 1919 They asked them, “Is this your son, whom you
say was born blind? How then does he now see?”

2020 His parents answered them, “We know that this is
our son and that he was born blind. 2121 But how he now
sees, we do not know, or who opened his eyes, we do
not know. He is of age. Ask him. He will speak for him-
self.” 2222 His parents said this, because they feared the
Jews. For the Jews had already agreed that if anyone
confessed that He was the Christ, he would be put out
of the synagogue. 2323 Therefore his parents said, “He is
of age. Ask him.”

2424 So again they called the man who was blind and
said to him, “Give glory to God. We know that this Man
is a sinner.”

2525 He said, “I do not know if He is a sinner. I know one
thing: I was blind, but now I see.”

2626 Then they said to him again, “What did He do to
you? How did He open your eyes?”

2727 He answered them, “I told you already, and you did
not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Do you
also want to become His disciples?”

2828 Then they insulted him and said, “You are His disci-
ple, but we are Moses’ disciples. 2929 We know that God
has spoken to Moses. As for this fellow, we do not
know where He is from.”

3030 The man answered, “Well, here is an amazing
thing! You do not know where He is from, and yet He
opened my eyes. 3131 We know that God does not listen
to sinners. But if anyone is a worshipper of God and
does His will, He hears him. 3232 Since the world began, it
has never been heard that anyone opened the eyes of
someone born blind. 3333 If this Man were not from God,
He could do nothing.”

3434 They answered him, “You were completely born in
sin. Are you teaching us?” And they threw him out.

Spiritual BlindnessSpiritual Blindness
3535 Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, and

when He found him, He said, “Do you believe in the
Son of God?”

3636 He answered, “Who is He, Lord, that I may believe
in Him?”

3737 Jesus said to him, “You have seen Him, and it is He
who speaks with you.”

3838 Then he said, “Lord, I believe.” And he worshipped
Him.

3939 Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment,
that those who do not see may see, and that those
who see may become blind.”

4040 Some Pharisees who were with Him heard these
words, and said to Him, “Are we also blind?”

4141 Jesus said, “If you were blind, you would have no
sin. But now you say, ‘We see.’ Therefore your sin re-
mains.

The ParThe Parable of the Shepherable of the Shepherdd

“Truly, truly I say to you, he who does not enter
by the door into the sheepfold, but climbs up

some other way, is a thief and a robber. 22 But he who
enters by the door is the shepherd of the sheep. 33 To
him the doorkeeper opens, and the sheep hear his
voice. He calls his own sheep by name, and he leads
them out. 44 When he brings out his own sheep, he
goes before them. And the sheep follow him, for they
know his voice. 55 Yet they will never follow a stranger,
but will run away from him. For they do not know the
voice of strangers.” 66 Jesus told them this parable, but
they did not understand what He was telling them.

Jesus the Good ShepherJesus the Good Shepherdd
77 Then Jesus said to them again, “Truly, truly I say to

you, I am the door of the sheep. 88 All who came be-
fore Me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not
listen to them. 99 I am the door. If anyone enters
through Me, he will be saved and will go in and out
and find pasture. 1010 The thief does not come, except to
steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have
life, and that they may have it more abundantly.

1111 “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays
down His life for the sheep. 1212 But he who is a hired
hand, and not a shepherd, who does not own the
sheep, sees the wolf coming, and leaves the sheep,
and runs away. So the wolf catches the sheep and
scatters them. 1313 The hired hand runs away because
he is a hired hand and does not care about the sheep.

1414 “I am the good shepherd. I know My sheep and
am known by My own. 1515 Even as the Father knows
Me, so I know the Father. And I lay down My life for
the sheep. 1616 I have other sheep who are not of this
fold. I must also bring them, and they will hear My
voice. There will be one flock and one shepherd. 1717

Therefore My Father loves Me, because I lay down My
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life that I may take it up again. 1818 No one takes it from
Me, but I lay it down Myself. I have power to lay it
down, and I have power to take it up again. I received
this command from My Father.”

1919 Therefore there was a division again among the
Jews because of these sayings. 2020 Many of them said,
“He has a demon and is insane. Why do you listen to
Him?”

2121 Others said, “These are not the words of one who
has a demon. Can a demon open the eyes of the
blind?”

Jesus Rejected bJesus Rejected by the Jey the Jewsws
2222 The Feast of the Dedication †† was at Jerusalem, and

it was winter. 2323 Jesus walked in the temple in
Solomon’s Porch. 2424 Then the Jews surrounded Him,
saying, “How long will You keep us in suspense? If You
are the Christ, tell us plainly.”

2525 Jesus answered them, “I told you, and you did not
believe. The works that I do in My Father’s name bear
witness of Me. 2626 But you do not believe, because you
are not of My sheep, as I said to you. 2727 My sheep hear
My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me. 2828 I
give them eternal life. They shall never perish, nor
shall anyone snatch them from My hand. 2929 My Father,
who has given them to Me, is greater than all. No one
is able to snatch them from My Father’s hand. 3030 My
Father and I are one.”

3131 Again the Jews took up stones to stone Him. 3232 Je-
sus answered them, “I have shown you many good
works from My Father. For which of those works do
you stone Me?”

3333 The Jews answered Him, “We are not stoning You
for a good work, but for blasphemy, and because You,
being a Man, claim to be God.”

3434 Jesus answered them, “Is it not written in your law,
‘I said, “You are gods” †††† ’? 3535 If He called them ‘gods,’ to
whom the word of God came, and the Scripture can-
not be broken, 3636 do you say of Him, whom the Father
has sanctified and sent into the world, ‘You blas-
pheme,’ because I said, ‘I am the Son of God’? 3737 If I
am not doing the works of My Father, do not believe
Me. 3838 But if I do them, though you do not believe Me,
believe the works, that you may know and believe that
the Father is in Me, and I in Him.” 3939 Again they tried to
seize Him, but He escaped from their hands.

4040 Then He went away again beyond the Jordan into
the place where John was baptizing at first, and He re-
mained there. 4141 Many came to Him and said, “John did
no sign. But everything that John said about this Man
was true.” 4242 And many believed in Him there.

The Death of LazarusThe Death of Lazarus

Now a man was sick, Lazarus from Bethany, the
village of Mary and her sister Martha. 22 This was

Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped
† Or a Hanukkah. †† Ps 82:6.

His feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was sick.
33 So the sisters sent word to Him, saying, “Lord, he
whom You love is sick.”

44 When Jesus heard this, He said, “This sickness is not
unto death, but for the glory of God, that the Son of
God may be glorified by it.” 55 Now Jesus loved Martha,
and her sister, and Lazarus. 66 So when He heard that
he was sick, He remained where He was two more
days.

77 Then after this He said to the disciples, “Let us go
into Judea again.”

88 His disciples said to Him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just
trying to stone You. Are You going there again?”

99 Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours in the
day? If anyone walks during the day, he does not
stumble, because he sees the light of this world. 1010 But
if anyone walks during the night, he stumbles, be-
cause the light is not in him.”

1111 After He said this, He said to them, “Our friend
Lazarus has fallen asleep. But I am going that I may
awaken him from sleep.”

1212 Then His disciples said, “Lord, if he is sleeping, he
will be well.” 1313 Jesus had spoken of his death. But they
thought that He was speaking of getting rest through
sleep.

1414 So then Jesus plainly told them, “Lazarus is dead.
1515 And I am glad for your sakes that I was not there,
so that you may believe. Nevertheless let us go to
him.”

1616 Then Thomas, who is called Didymus, said to his
fellow disciples, “Let us go also, that we may die with
Him.”

Jesus the ResurrJesus the Resurrection and the Lifeection and the Life
1717 When Jesus arrived, He found that he had been in

the tomb four days already. 1818 Now Bethany was near
Jerusalem, less than two miles away. ‡‡1919 Many of the
Jews had come to Martha and Mary, to comfort them
concerning their brother. 2020 When Martha heard that
Jesus was coming, she went and met Him, but Mary
remained in the house.

2121 Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if You had been here,
my brother would not have died. 2222 But even now I
know that whatever You may ask of God, God will give
You.”

2323 Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.”
2424 Martha said to Him, “I know that he will rise again

in the resurrection on the last day.”
2525 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the

life. He who believes in Me, though he may die, yet
shall he live. 2626 And whoever lives and believes in Me
shall never die. Do you believe this?”

2727 She said to Him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that You are
the Christ, the Son of God, who is to come into the
world.”

‡ Gk. a 15 stadia, or about 3 kilometers.
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Jesus WJesus Weepseeps
2828 When she had said this, she went her way and se-

cretly called her sister Mary, saying, “The Teacher has
come and is calling for you.” 2929 When she heard this,
she rose quickly and went to Him. 3030 Now Jesus had
not yet entered the village, but was in the place where
Martha met Him. 3131 When the Jews who were with
Mary in the house, comforting her, saw that she quick-
ly rose up and went out, they followed her, saying,
“She is going to the tomb to weep there.”

3232 When Mary came to where Jesus was, and saw
Him, she fell down at His feet, saying to Him, “Lord, if
You had been here, my brother would not have died.”

3333 When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who
came with her weeping, He groaned in the spirit and
was troubled. 3434 He said, “Where have you laid him?”

They said to Him, “Lord, come and see.”
3535 Jesus wept.
3636 Then the Jews said, “See how He loved him.”
3737 But some of them said, “Could not this Man, who

opened the eyes of the blind man, have also kept this
man from dying?”

Lazarus BrLazarus Brought to Lifeought to Life
3838 Then Jesus, again groaning within Himself, came

to the tomb. It was a cave, and a stone was lying
against it. 3939 Jesus said, “Take away the stone.”

Martha, the sister of him who was dead, said to Him,
“Lord, by this time there is a stench, for he has been
dead four days.”

4040 Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you be-
lieved, you would see the glory of God?”

4141 So they took away the stone from the place where
the dead man was lying. Jesus lifted up His eyes and
said, “Father, I thank You that You have heard Me. 4242 I
know that You always hear Me. But because of the
people standing around, I said this, that they may be-
lieve that You sent Me.”

4343 When He had said this, He cried out with a loud
voice, “Lazarus, come out!” 4444 He who was dead came
out, his hands and feet wrapped with grave clothes,
and his face wrapped with a cloth.

Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.”

The Plot to Kill JesusThe Plot to Kill Jesus
Mt 26:1–5; Mk 14:1–2; Lk 22:1–2

4545 Therefore many of the Jews who came to Mary,
and saw what Jesus had done, believed in Him. 4646 But
some of them went away to the Pharisees and told
them what Jesus had done. 4747 Then the chief priests
and the Pharisees assembled the Sanhedrin and said,
“What shall we do? This Man is performing many
signs. 4848 If we leave Him alone like this, everyone will
believe in Him, and the Romans will come and take
away both our temple and our nation.”

4949 Then one of them named Caiaphas, who was the
high priest that year, said to them, “You know nothing
at all, 5050 nor do you consider that it is expedient for us
that one man should die for the people, that the
whole nation should not perish.”

5151 He did not say this on his own authority. But being
the high priest that year, he prophesied that Jesus
would die for the nation, 5252 and not for the nation only,
but that He might also gather together in unity the
children of God who were scattered abroad. 5353 So from
that day forward they planned to put Him to death.

5454 Therefore Jesus no longer walked openly among
the Jews, but went away from there to the country
near the wilderness, into a city called Ephraim, and re-
mained there with His disciples.

5555 Now the Passover of the Jews was at hand. Many
went up to Jerusalem from the country before the
Passover to purify themselves. 5656 Then they searched
for Jesus and said among themselves as they stood in
the temple, “What do you think, that He will not come
to the feast?” 5757 Now both the chief priests and the
Pharisees had given orders that if anyone knew where
He was, he should report it, that they might seize Him.

The Anointing at BethanyThe Anointing at Bethany
Mt 26:6–13; Mk 14:3–9

Six days before the Passover Jesus came to
Bethany, where Lazarus was, who had been

dead, whom He had raised from the dead. 22 They pre-
pared a supper for Him there. Martha served, but
Lazarus was one of those who sat at the table with
Him. 33 Then Mary took a pint †† of very costly ointment
made from pure nard, and anointed the feet of Jesus,
and wiped His feet with her hair. The house was filled
with the fragrance of the ointment.

44 But one of His disciples, Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son,
who would betray Him, said, 55 “Why was this ointment
not sold for three hundred denarii †††† and given to the
poor?” 66 He said this, not because he cared for the
poor, but because he was a thief. And having the mon-
ey box, he used to steal what was put in it.

77 But Jesus said, “Leave her alone. She has kept this
for the day of My burial. 88 For you always have the
poor with you, but you do not always have Me.”

The Plot Against LazarusThe Plot Against Lazarus
99 When many of the Jews learned that He was there,

they came, not for Jesus’ sake only, but that they might
also see Lazarus, whom He had raised from the dead.
1010 So the chief priests planned to put Lazarus to death
also, 1111 because on account of him many of the Jews
went away and believed in Jesus.

† Gk. a a litra, or half a liter. †† About a year’s wages.
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The TThe Triumphant Entry into Jerusalemriumphant Entry into Jerusalem
Mt 21:1–11; Mk 11:1–11; Lk 19:28–40

1212 On the next day a great crowd that had come to
the feast heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem.
1313 They took branches of palm trees, and went out to
meet Him, and cried out:
“Hosanna!
‘Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!’ ††

The King of Israel!”
1414 Then Jesus, having found a young donkey, sat on it.
As it is written:

1515 “Fear not, daughter of Zion;
see, your King is coming,
sitting on a donkey’s colt.” ††††

1616 His disciples did not understand these things at
first. But when Jesus was glorified, they remembered
that these things were written about Him and that
they had done these things to Him.

1717 Now the crowd that was with Him when He called
Lazarus out of the tomb and raised him from the dead
bore witness. 1818 The crowd went and met Him for this
reason: They heard that He had performed this sign.
1919 So the Pharisees said among themselves, “See, you
are gaining nothing! Look, the world has followed
Him!”

Some GrSome Greeks Seek Jesuseeks Seek Jesus
2020 Now there were some Greeks among those who

went up to worship at the feast. 2121 They came to Philip,
who was from Bethsaida of Galilee, and asked him,
“Sir, we want to see Jesus.” 2222 Philip came and told An-
drew, and in turn Andrew and Philip told Jesus.

2323 Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the
Son of Man to be glorified. 2424 Truly, truly I say to you,
unless a grain of wheat falls into the ground and dies,
it remains alone. But if it dies, it bears much fruit. 2525

He who loves his life will lose it. And he who hates his
life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 2626 If any-
one serves Me, he must follow Me. Where I am, there
will My servant be also. If anyone serves Me, the Fa-
ther will honor him.

The Son of Man Must Be Lifted UpThe Son of Man Must Be Lifted Up
2727 “Now My soul is troubled. What shall I say? ‘Father,

save Me from this hour’? Instead, for this reason I
came to this hour. 2828 Father, glorify Your name.”

Then a voice came from heaven, saying, “I have glo-
rified it, and will glorify it again.” 2929 The crowd that
stood by and heard it said that it had thundered. Oth-
ers said, “An angel has spoken to Him.”

3030 Jesus answered, “This voice came not for My sake,
but for your sakes. 3131 Now judgment is upon this
world. Now the ruler of this world will be cast out. 3232

And if I be lifted up from the earth, I will draw all men
† Ps 118:25–26. †† Zec 9:9.

to Myself.” 3333 He said this to signify by what kind of
death He would die.

3434 The crowd answered Him, “We have heard from
the law that the Christ remains forever. Why do You
say, ‘The Son of Man must be lifted up’ ? Who is this
Son of Man?”

3535 Then Jesus said to them, “Yet a little while the light
is with you. Walk while you have the light, lest dark-
ness overtake you. He who walks in darkness does not
know where he is going. 3636 While you have light, be-
lieve in the light that you may become sons of light.”
Jesus said these things, and departed and hid Himself
from them.

The Unbelief of the JeThe Unbelief of the Jewsws
3737 Though He had done so many signs before them,

yet they did not believe in Him. 3838 This fulfilled the
word spoken by Isaiah the prophet:
“Lord, who has believed our report,
and to whom has the arm of the Lord been re-

vealed?” ‡‡
3939 Therefore they could not believe. For Isaiah said

again:
4040 “He has blinded their eyes
and hardened their hearts,

lest they should see with their eyes
and perceive with their hearts and turn,
and I would heal them.” ‡†‡†

4141 Isaiah said this when he saw His glory and spoke of
Him.

4242 Yet many of the rulers also believed in Him. But be-
cause of the Pharisees they did not confess Him, lest
they be put out of the synagogue. 4343 For they loved the
praise of men more than the praise of God.

Judgment bJudgment by Jesus’ Wy Jesus’ Worordd
4444 Jesus cried out, “He who believes in Me believes

not only in Me, but in Him who sent Me. 4545 He who
sees Me sees Him who sent Me. 4646 I have come as a
light into the world, that whoever believes in Me
should not remain in darkness.

4747 “If anyone hears My words and does not believe, I
do not judge him. For I did not come to judge the
world, but to save the world. 4848 He who rejects Me,
and does not receive My words, has that which judges
him. The word I have spoken will judge him on the last
day. 4949 For I have not spoken on My own authority, but
the Father who sent Me gave Me a command, what I
should say and what I should speak. 5050 I know that His
command is eternal life. Therefore what I say, I say as
the Father tells me.”

WWashing the Disciples’ Feetashing the Disciples’ Feet

Now before the Passover Feast, Jesus knew that
His hour had come to depart from this world to

‡ Isa 53:1. ‡† Isa 6:10.
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the Father. Having loved His own who were in the
world, He loved them to the end.

22 Now supper being concluded, the devil had put into
the heart of Judas Iscariot, Simon’s son, to betray Him.
33 Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things
into His hands and that He came from God and was
going to God, 44 rose from supper, laid aside His gar-
ments, and took a towel and wrapped Himself. 55 After
that, He poured water into a basin and began to wash
the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel
with which He was wrapped.

66 Then He came to Simon Peter, and Peter said to
Him, “Lord, are You washing my feet?”

77 Jesus answered him, “You do not understand what I
am doing now. But later you will understand.”

88 Peter said to Him, “You shall never wash my feet!”
Jesus answered him, “If I do not wash you, you have

no part with Me.”
99 Simon Peter said to Him, “Lord, not my feet only,

but also my hands and my head!”
1010 Jesus said to him, “He who is bathed needs only to

wash his feet, but is completely clean. You are clean,
but not all of you.” 1111 For He knew who would betray
Him. Therefore He said, “Not all of you are clean.”

1212 So when He had washed their feet, and put on His
garments, and sat down again, He said to them, “Do
you know what I have done to you? 1313 You call Me
Teacher and Lord. You speak accurately, for so I am. 1414

If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your
feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet. 1515 For
I have given you an example, that you should do as I
have done to you. 1616 Truly, truly I say to you, a servant
is not greater than his master, nor is he who is sent
greater than he who sent him. 1717 If you know these
things, blessed are you if you do them.

1818 “I do not speak concerning all of you. I know
whom I have chosen, but that the Scripture may be
fulfilled, ‘He who eats bread with Me has lifted up his
heel against Me.’ ††

1919 “Now I tell you before it happens, that when it
does happen, you may believe that I am He. 2020 Truly,
truly I say to you, he who receives whomever I send
receives Me. And he who receives Me receives Him
who sent Me.”

Jesus ForJesus Foretells His Betretells His Betrayalayal
Mt 26:20–25; Mk 14:17–21; Lk 22:21–23

2121 When Jesus had said this, He was troubled in spirit,
and testified, “Truly, truly I say to you that one of you
will betray Me.”

2222 The disciples looked at one another, uncertain of
whom He spoke. 2323 Now there was leaning against Je-
sus’ bosom one of His disciples whom Jesus loved.
2424 Therefore Simon Peter motioned to him to ask who
it was of whom He spoke.

2525 Leaning back against Jesus’ bosom, he said to Him,
“Lord, who is it?”

† Ps 41:9.

2626 Jesus answered, “It is he to whom I shall give a
piece of bread when I have dipped it.” When He had
dipped the bread, He gave it to Judas Iscariot, the son
of Simon. 2727 After receiving the piece of bread, Satan
entered him.

Then Jesus said to him, “What you are going to do,
do quickly.” 2828 But no one at the table knew why He
said this to him. 2929 Since Judas had the moneybox,
some thought that Jesus said to him, “Buy what we
need for the feast,” or that he should give something
to the poor. 3030 Having received the piece of bread, he
then left immediately. And it was night.

The NeThe New Commandmentw Commandment
3131 When he had gone out, Jesus then said, “Now is

the Son of Man glorified, and in Him God is glorified.
3232 If God is glorified in Him, God will also glorify Him in
Himself and will immediately glorify Him.

3333 “Little children, yet a little while I am with you. You
will seek Me. And as I said to the Jews, so now I tell
you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come.’

3434 “A new commandment I give to you, that you love
one another, even as I have loved you, that you also
love one another. 3535 By this all men will know that you
are My disciples, if you have love for one another.”

PeterPeter’’s Denial Fors Denial Foretoldetold
Mt 26:31–35; Mk 14:27–31; Lk 22:31–34

3636 Simon Peter said to Him, “Lord, where are You go-
ing?”

Jesus answered him, “Where I am going, you cannot
follow Me now. But you shall follow Me afterward.”

3737 Peter said to Him, “Lord, why can I not follow You
now? I will lay down my life for Your sake.”

3838 Jesus answered Him, “Will you lay down your life
for My sake? Truly, truly I say to you, the rooster shall
not crow until you have denied Me three times.”

Jesus the WJesus the Way to the Fatheray to the Father

“Let not your heart be troubled. You believe in
God. Believe also in Me. 22 In My Father’s house

are many dwelling places. If it were not so, I would
have told you. I am going to prepare a place for you. 33

And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come
again and receive you to Myself, that where I am, you
may be also. 44 You know where I am going, and you
know the way.”

55 Thomas said to Him, “Lord, we do not know where
You are going. How can we know the way?”

66 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the
life. No one comes to the Father except through Me. 77

If you had known Me, you would have known My Fa-
ther also. From now on you do know Him and have
seen Him.”

88 Philip said to Him, “Lord, show us the Father, and
that is sufficient for us.”
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99 Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you such a long
time, and yet you have not known Me, Philip? He who
has seen Me has seen the Father. So how can you say,
‘Show us the Father’? 1010 Do you not believe that I am in
the Father and the Father is in Me? The words that I
say to you I do not speak on My own authority. But the
Father who lives in Me does the works. 1111 Believe Me
that I am in the Father, and the Father is in Me. Or else
believe Me on account of the works themselves. 1212

Truly, truly I say to you, he who believes in Me will do
the works that I do also. And he will do greater works
than these, because I am going to My Father. 1313 I will
do whatever you ask in My name, that the Father may
be glorified in the Son. 1414 If you ask anything in My
name, I will do it.

The PrThe Promise of the Spiritomise of the Spirit
1515 “If you love Me, keep My commandments. 1616 I will

pray the Father, and He will give you another Coun-
selor, that He may be with you forever: 1717 the Spirit of
truth, whom the world cannot receive, for it does not
see Him, neither does it know Him. But you know Him,
for He lives with you, and will be in you. 1818 I will not
leave you fatherless. I will come to you. 1919 Yet a little
while and the world will see Me no more. But you will
see Me. Because I live, you will live also. 2020 On that day
you will know that I am in My Father, and you are in
Me, and I am in you. 2121 He who has My command-
ments and keeps them is the one who loves Me. And
he who loves Me will be loved by My Father. And I will
love him and will reveal Myself to him.”

2222 Then Judas (not Iscariot) said to Him, “Lord, how is
it that You will reveal Yourself to us, but not to the
world?”

2323 Jesus answered him, “If a man loves Me, he will
keep My word. My Father will love him, and We will
come to him, and make Our home with him. 2424 He
who does not love Me does not keep My words. The
word which you hear is not Mine, but the Father’s who
sent Me.

2525 “I have spoken these things to you while I am still
with you. 2626 But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom
the Father will send in My name, will teach you every-
thing and remind you of all that I told you. 2727 Peace I
leave with you. My peace I give to you. Not as the
world gives do I give to you. Let not your heart be
troubled, neither let it be afraid.

2828 “You have heard Me say to you, ‘I am going away
and am returning to you.’ If you loved Me, you would
rejoice because I said, ‘I am going to the Father,’ for
My Father is greater than I. 2929 Now I have told you be-
fore it happens so that, when it happens, you may be-
lieve. 3030 After this I will not speak much with you, for
the ruler of this world is coming. He has no power
over Me. 3131 But I do as the Father has commanded Me
so that the world may know that I love the Father.

“Rise, let us go from here.

Jesus the TJesus the True Vinerue Vine

“I am the true vine, and My Father is the vine-
dresser. 22 Every branch in Me that bears no

fruit, He takes away. And every branch that bears fruit,
He prunes, that it may bear more fruit. 33 You are al-
ready clean through the word which I have spoken to
you. 44 Remain in Me, as I also remain in you. As the
branch cannot bear fruit by itself, unless it remains in
the vine, neither can you, unless you remain in Me.

55 “I am the vine, you are the branches. He who re-
mains in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit. For with-
out Me you can do nothing. 66 If a man does not re-
main in Me, he is thrown out as a branch and withers.
And they gather them and throw them into the fire,
and they are burned. 77 If you remain in Me, and My
words remain in you, you will ask whatever you desire,
and it shall be done for you. 88 My Father is glorified by
this, that you bear much fruit; so you will be My disci-
ples.

99 “As the Father loved Me, I also loved you. Remain
in My love. 1010 If you keep My commandments, you will
remain in My love, even as I have kept My Father’s
commandments and remain in His love. 1111 I have spo-
ken these things to you, that My joy may remain in
you, and that your joy may be full. 1212 This is My com-
mandment: that you love one another, as I have loved
you. 1313 Greater love has no man than this: that a man
lay down his life for his friends. 1414 You are My friends if
you do whatever I command you. 1515 I no longer call
you servants, for a servant does not know what his
master does. But I have called you friends, for every-
thing that I have heard from My Father have I made
known to you. 1616 You did not choose Me, but I chose
you, and appointed you, that you should go and bear
fruit, and that your fruit should remain, that the Fa-
ther may give you whatever you ask Him in My name.
1717 This I command you: that you love one another.

The WThe World’orld’s Hatrs Hatreded
1818 “If the world hates you, you know that it hated Me

before it hated you. 1919 If you were of the world, the
world would love you as its own. But because you are
not of the world, since I chose you out of the world,
the world therefore hates you. 2020 Remember the word
that I said to you: ‘A servant is not greater than his
master.’ If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute
you. If they kept My words, they will keep yours also.
2121 But all these things they will do to you for My
name’s sake, because they do not know Him who sent
Me. 2222 If I had not come and spoken to them, they
would not have had sin. But now they have no excuse
for their sin. 2323 He who hates Me hates My Father also.
2424 If I had not performed among them the works
which no one else did, they would have no sin. But
now have they seen and hated both My Father and
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1717

Me. 2525 But that the word which is written in their law
might be fulfilled, ‘They hated Me without a cause.’ ††

2626 “But when the Counselor comes, whom I shall
send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who
proceeds from the Father, He will bear witness of Me.
2727 And you also will bear witness, because you have
been with Me from the beginning.

“I have spoken these things to you so that you
will not fall away. 22 They will put you out of the

synagogues. Yes, the time is coming that whoever kills
you will think that he is offering a service to God. 33

They will do these things to you, because they have
not known the Father nor Me. 44 I have told you these
things, so that when the time comes, you may remem-
ber that I told you about them.

The WThe Work of the Spiritork of the Spirit

“I did not tell you these things at the beginning, be-
cause I was with you. 55 But now I am going to Him
who sent Me, and none of you asks Me, ‘Where are
You going?’ 66 Rather, sorrow has filled your heart be-
cause I have told you these things. 77 Nevertheless I
tell you the truth: It is expedient for you that I go
away. For if I do not go away, the Counselor will not
come to you. But if I go, I will send Him to you. 88 When
He comes, He will convict the world of sin and of right-
eousness and of judgment: 99 of sin, because they do
not believe in Me; 1010 of righteousness, because I am
going to My Father, and you will see Me no more; 1111

and of judgment, because the ruler of this world
stands condemned.

1212 “I have yet many things to tell you, but you cannot
bear them now. 1313 But when the Spirit of truth comes,
He will guide you into all truth. For He will not speak
on His own authority. But He will speak whatever He
hears, and He will tell you things that are to come. 1414

He will glorify Me, for He will receive from Me and will
declare it to you. 1515 All that the Father has is Mine.
Therefore I said that He will take what is Mine and will
declare it to you.

SorrSorroow Will Tw Will Turn Into Journ Into Joyy
1616 “In a little while you will not see Me. And then af-

ter a little while you will see Me, because I am going to
the Father.”

1717 Then some of His disciples said among them-
selves, “What is this He is telling us: ‘In a little while
you will not see Me; and then after a little while you
will see Me,’ and, ‘because I am going to the Father’ ?”
1818 Then they said, “What is this He is telling us: ‘In a lit-
tle while’ ? We do not know what He is saying.”

1919 Then Jesus knew that they wanted to ask Him. So
He said to them, “Do you inquire among yourselves
concerning what I said: ‘In a little while you will not
see Me; and then after a little while you will see Me’? 2020

Truly, truly I say to you that you will weep and lament,
† Ps 35:19; 69:4.

but the world will rejoice. You will be sorrowful, but
your sorrow will be turned into joy. 2121 When a woman
is giving birth, she has pain, because her hour has
come. But as soon as she delivers the child, she no
longer remembers the anguish for joy that a child is
born into the world. 2222 Therefore you now have sor-
row. But I will see you again, and your heart will re-
joice, and no one will take your joy from you. 2323 On
that day you will ask Me nothing. Truly, truly I say to
you, whatever you ask the Father in My name, He will
give it to you. 2424 Until now you have asked nothing in
My name. Ask, and you will receive, that your joy may
be full.

I Have OverI Have Overcome the Wcome the Worldorld
2525 “I have told you these things in proverbs. But the

time is coming when I will no longer speak to you in
proverbs, for I will speak to you plainly about the Fa-
ther. 2626 On that day you will ask in My name. I am not
saying to you that I shall ask the Father on your be-
half. 2727 For the Father Himself loves you, because you
have loved Me, and have believed that I came from
God. 2828 I came from the Father and have come into
the world. As I said, I am leaving the world and am go-
ing to the Father.”

2929 His disciples said to Him, “Yes! Now You are speak-
ing plainly and with no figure of speech. 3030 Now we
know that You know everything and do not need any-
one to question You. By this we believe that You came
from God.”

3131 Jesus answered them, “Do you now believe? 3232 Lis-
ten, the hour is coming. Yes, it has now come that you
will be scattered, each to his own home, and will leave
Me alone. Yet I am not alone, for the Father is with Me.

3333 “I have told you these things so that in Me you
may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation.
But be of good cheer. I have overcome the world.”

The PrThe Prayer of Jesusayer of Jesus

When Jesus spoke these words, He lifted His
eyes toward heaven and said: “Father, the hour

has come. Glorify Your Son, that Your Son may also
glorify You. 22 As You have given Him authority over all
flesh, He will give eternal life to all whom You have giv-
en Him. 33 This is eternal life: that they may know You,
the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom You have
sent. 44 I have glorified You on the earth. I have fin-
ished the work You have given Me to do. 55 And now, O
Father, glorify Me in Your own presence with the glory
which I had with You before the world existed.

66 “I have revealed Your name to the men whom You
have given Me out of the world. They were Yours, and
You gave them to Me, and they have kept Your word. 77

Now they know that all things You have given Me are
from You. 88 For I have given them the words which
You gave Me. They have received them and certainly
know that I came from You, and they have believed
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that You sent Me. 99 I pray for them. I do not pray for
the world, but for those whom You have given Me. For
they are Yours. 1010 All that are Mine are Yours, and all
that are Yours are Mine. And I am glorified in them. 1111

I am to be no longer in the world, though these are in
the world, for I am coming to You. Holy Father,
through Your name keep those whom You have given
Me, that they may be one as We are one. 1212 While I
was with them in the world, I kept them in Your name.
I have kept those whom You have given Me. And none
of them is lost except the son of perdition, that the
Scripture might be fulfilled.

1313 “But now I am coming to You, and I say these
things in the world, that they may have My joy fulfilled
in themselves. 1414 I have given them Your word. And
the world has hated them because they are not of the
world, just as I am not of the world. 1515 I do not pray
that You should take them out of the world, but that
You should keep them from the evil one. 1616 They are
not of the world even as I am not of the world. 1717

Sanctify them by Your truth. Your word is truth. 1818 As
You sent Me into the world, so I sent them into the
world. 1919 For their sakes I sanctify Myself, that they al-
so may be sanctified by the truth.

2020 “I do not pray for these alone, but also for those
who will believe in Me through their word, 2121 that they
may all be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You.
May they also be one in Us, that the world may believe
that You have sent Me. 2222 I have given them the glory
which You gave Me, that they may be one even as We
are one: 2323 I in them and You in Me, that they may be
perfect in unity, and that the world may know that You
have sent Me, and have loved them as You have loved
Me.

2424 “Father, I desire that they also, whom You have
given Me, be with Me where I am, that they may see
My glory which You have given Me. For You loved Me
before the creation of the world.

2525 “O righteous Father, the world has not known You,
but I have known You, and these have known that You
sent Me. 2626 I have declared Your name to them, and
will declare it, that the love with which You loved Me
may be in them, and I in them.”

The BetrThe Betrayal and Arrayal and Arrest of Jesusest of Jesus
Mt 26:47–56; Mk 14:43–50; Lk 22:47–53

When Jesus had spoken these words, He went
out with His disciples across the Kidron Valley.

There was a garden which He and His disciples en-
tered.

22 Now Judas, who betrayed Him, also knew the place,
for Jesus often met there with His disciples. 33 So Judas,
having taken a detachment of soldiers and officers
from the chief priests and Pharisees, came there with
lanterns and torches and weapons.

44 Jesus therefore, knowing everything that would
happen to Him, went forward and said to them,
“Whom do you seek?”

55 They answered Him, “Jesus of Nazareth.”
Jesus said to them, “I am He.” And Judas, who be-

trayed Him, was standing with them. 66 When He said,
“I am He,” they drew back and fell to the ground.

77 Again Jesus asked them, “Whom do you seek?”
They said, “Jesus of Nazareth.”
88 Jesus answered, “I told you that I am He. So then let

these go their way if you are looking for Me.” 99 This
was to fulfill the word which He had spoken, “I have
lost none of those whom You have given Me.”

1010 Then Simon Peter, having a sword, drew it and
struck the high priest’s servant, and cut off his right
ear. The servant’s name was Malchus.

1111 Then Jesus said to Peter, “Put your sword into the
sheath. Shall I not drink the cup which My Father has
given Me?”

Jesus BeforJesus Before the High Prieste the High Priest
Mt 26:57–58; Mk 14:53–54; Lk 22:54

1212 Then the detachment of soldiers and the comman-
der and the officers of the Jews arrested Jesus and
bound Him. 1313 First they led Him to Annas, for he was
the father-in-law to Caiaphas, who was the high priest
that year. 1414 Now it was Caiaphas who advised the Jews
that it was expedient that one man should die for the
people.

PeterPeter’’s Denial of Jesuss Denial of Jesus
Mt 26:69–70; Mk 14:66–68; Lk 22:55–57

1515 Simon Peter followed Jesus, and so did another
disciple. That disciple was known to the high priest
and went with Jesus into the courtyard of the high
priest. 1616 But Peter stood at the door outside. Then the
other disciple, who was known to the high priest, went
out and spoke to the doorkeeper and brought Peter
in.

1717 Then the servant girl, being the doorkeeper, said
to Peter, “Are you not also one of this Man’s disciples?”

He said, “I am not.”
1818 Now the servants and officers stood there and

warmed themselves, having made a fire of coals, for it
was cold. Peter also stood with them and warmed
himself.

The High Priest Questions JesusThe High Priest Questions Jesus
Mt 26:59–66; Mk 14:55–64; Lk 22:66–71

1919 The high priest then asked Jesus about His disci-
ples and His teaching.

2020 Jesus answered him, “I spoke openly to the world. I
always taught in the synagogue and in the temple,
where the Jews always meet, and I said nothing in se-
cret. 2121 Why do you ask Me? Ask those who heard Me
and what I have said to them. Certainly they know
what I said.”

2222 When He had said this, one of the officers who
stood by struck Jesus with the palm of his hand, say-
ing, “Is that how You answer the high priest?”
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2323 Jesus answered him, “If I have spoken evil, bear
witness of the evil, but if well, why do you strike me?”
2424 Then Annas sent Him bound to Caiaphas the high
priest.

Peter Denies Jesus AgainPeter Denies Jesus Again
Mt 26:71–75; Mk 14:69–72; Lk 22:58–62

2525 Meanwhile Simon Peter was standing and warm-
ing himself. So they said to him, “Are you not also one
of His disciples?”

He denied it and said, “I am not!”
2626 One of the servants of the high priest, being a rela-

tive of the man whose ear Peter cut off, said, “Did I not
see you in the garden with Him?” 2727 Peter then denied
it again, and immediately a rooster crowed.

Jesus BeforJesus Before Pilatee Pilate
Mt 27:1–2, 11–14; Mk 15:1–5; Lk 23:1–5

2828 Then they led Jesus from Caiaphas to the Praetori-
um. It was early. Yet they themselves did not enter the
Praetorium, so that they might not be defiled, but
might eat the Passover. 2929 Pilate then went out to them
and said, “What accusation do you bring against this
Man?”

3030 They answered him, “If He were not an evildoer,
we would not have handed Him over to you.”

3131 Then Pilate said, “Take Him and judge Him accord-
ing to your law.”

The Jews said to him, “It is not lawful for us to put
anyone to death,” 3232 that the saying of Jesus might be
fulfilled which He spoke, signifying what death He
would die.

3333 Again Pilate entered the Praetorium, called Jesus,
and said to Him, “Are You the King of the Jews?”

3434 Jesus answered him, “Are you speaking of your
own accord, or did others tell you about Me?”

3535 Pilate answered, “Am I a Jew? Your own nation and
the chief priests handed You over to me. What have
You done?”

3636 Jesus answered, “My kingdom is not of this world.
If My kingdom were of this world, then My servants
would fight, that I would not be handed over to the
Jews. But now My kingdom is not from here.”

3737 Therefore Pilate said to Him, “Then are You a
king?”

Jesus answered, “You say correctly that I am a king.
For this reason I was born, and for this reason I came
into the world, to bear witness to the truth. Everyone
who is of the truth hears My voice.”

3838 Pilate said to Him, “What is truth?” When he had
said this, he went out again to the Jews and said to
them, “I find no guilt in Him at all.

Jesus Sentenced to DieJesus Sentenced to Die
Mt 27:15–31; Mk 15:6–20; Lk 23:13–25

3939 “But you have a custom, that I should release
someone to you at the Passover. Do you therefore
want me to release to you the King of the Jews?”

4040 They all shouted again, “Not this Man, but Barab-
bas!” Now Barabbas was a robber.

Then Pilate took Jesus and flogged Him. 22 The
soldiers twisted a crown of thorns and put it on

His head, and they put a purple robe on Him. 33 They
said, “Hail, King of the Jews!” And they hit Him with
their hands.

44 Again Pilate went out and said to them, “Look, I am
bringing Him out to you, that you may know that I find
no guilt in Him.” 55 Then Jesus came out, wearing the
crown of thorns and the purple robe. Pilate said to
them, “Here is the Man!”

66 When the chief priests and officers saw Him, they
cried out, “Crucify Him! Crucify Him!”

Pilate said to them, “Take Him yourselves and crucify
Him, for I find no guilt in Him.”

77 The Jews answered him, “We have a law, and by our
law He ought to die, because He made Himself the
Son of God!”

88 When Pilate heard these words, he was more
afraid, 99 and entered the Praetorium again, and said to
Jesus, “Where are You from?” But Jesus gave him no
answer. 1010 Pilate said to Him, “Are You not speaking to
me? Do You not know that I have power to release
You, and power to crucify You?”

1111 Jesus answered, “You would have no power at all
over Me, unless it were given to you from above.
Therefore he who handed Me over to you has the
greater sin.”

1212 From then on, Pilate tried to release Him. But the
Jews cried out, “If you release this Man, you are not
Caesar’s friend. Whoever makes himself a king speaks
against Caesar!”

1313 When Pilate heard these words, he brought Jesus
out and sat down on the judgment seat at a place
called The Pavement (which in Hebrew is Gabbatha).
1414 It was the Day of Preparation of the Passover and
about the sixth hour.

He said to the Jews, “Here is your King!”
1515 But they shouted, “Away with Him! Away with Him!

Crucify Him!”
Pilate said to them, “Shall I crucify your King?”
The chief priests answered, “We have no king but

Caesar!”
1616 Then he handed Him over to them to be crucified.

The CrucifixionThe Crucifixion
Mt 27:32–44; Mk 15:21–32; Lk 23:26–43

So they took Jesus and led Him away. 1717 He went out,
carrying His own cross, to a place called The Place of a
Skull, which in Hebrew is called Golgotha. 1818 There they
crucified Him, and two others with Him, one on either
side, and Jesus in the middle.

1919 Pilate wrote a title and put it on the cross. The writ-
ing was:

JESUS OF NAZARETH, THE KING OF THE JEWS.
2020 Many of the Jews read this title, for the place where
Jesus was crucified was near the city. And it was writ-
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ten in Hebrew, in Greek, and in Latin. 2121 The chief
priests of the Jews said to Pilate, “Do not write, ‘The
King of the Jews,’ but ‘He said, I am King of the Jews.’”

2222 Pilate answered, “What I have written, I have writ-
ten.”

2323 When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took
His garments and divided them into four parts, a part
for each soldier; and also His tunic. Now the tunic was
seamless, woven from top to bottom.

2424 So they said to one another, “Let us not tear it, but
cast lots for it to decide whose it shall be.”

This happened to fulfill the Scripture which says:
“They divided My garments among them,
and for My clothing they cast lots.” ††

Therefore the soldiers did these things.
2525 But standing by the cross of Jesus were His moth-

er, and His mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas,
and Mary Magdalene. 2626 When Jesus saw His mother
and the disciple whom He loved standing nearby, He
said to His mother, “Woman, here is your son.” 2727 Then
He said to the disciple, “Here is your mother.” From
that time, this disciple took her to his own home.

The Death of JesusThe Death of Jesus
Mt 27:45–56; Mk 15:33–41; Lk 23:44–49

2828 After this, Jesus, knowing that everything was now
accomplished, that the Scripture might be fulfilled,
said, “I thirst.” 2929 A bowl full of sour wine was placed
there. So they put a sponge full of sour wine on hys-
sop and held it to His mouth. 3030 When Jesus had re-
ceived the sour wine, He said, “It is finished.” And He
bowed His head and gave up His spirit.

The PierThe Piercing of Jesus’ Sidecing of Jesus’ Side
3131 Since it was the Day of Preparation, to prevent

bodies from remaining on the cross on the Sabbath
day (for that Sabbath day was a high day), the Jews
asked Pilate that their legs might be broken, and that
they might be taken away. 3232 Therefore the soldiers
came and broke the legs of the first and of the other
who was crucified with Him. 3333 But when they came to
Jesus and saw that He was dead already, they did not
break His legs. 3434 However, one of the soldiers pierced
His side with a spear, and immediately blood and wa-
ter came out. 3535 He who saw it has testified, and his
testimony is true. He knows that he is telling the truth,
that you may believe. 3636 For these things happened so
that the Scripture should be fulfilled, “Not one of His
bones shall be broken,” ††††3737 and again another Scrip-
ture says, “They shall look on Him whom they have
pierced.” ‡‡

The Burial of JesusThe Burial of Jesus
Mt 27:57–61; Mk 15:42–47; Lk 23:50–56

3838 After this, Joseph of Arimathea, being a disciple of
Jesus, but secretly for fear of the Jews, asked Pilate

† Ps 22:18. †† Ex 12:46; Nu 9:12; Ps 34:20. ‡ Zec 12:10.

that he might take away the body of Jesus. Pilate gave
him permission. So he came and took away His body.
3939 Nicodemus, who at first came to Jesus by night, also
came, bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, weigh-
ing about seventy-five pounds. ‡†‡†4040 Then they took the
body of Jesus and wrapped it in linen cloths with the
spices, as is the burial custom of the Jews. 4141 Now in
the place where He was crucified there was a garden,
and in the garden was a new tomb in which no one
had ever been buried. 4242 So because of the Jewish Day
of Preparation, and since the tomb was nearby, they
buried Jesus there.

The ResurrThe Resurrection of Jesusection of Jesus
Mt 28:1–10; Mk 16:1–8; Lk 24:1–12

Early on the first day of the week, Mary Magda-
lene went to the tomb while it was still dark and

saw that the stone had been taken away from the
tomb. 22 So she came running to Simon Peter and to
the other disciple whom Jesus loved, and said to them,
“They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do
not know where they have put Him.”

33 So Peter came out with the other disciple and they
went toward the tomb. 44 They both ran together, and
the other disciple outran Peter and came to the tomb
first. 55 Stooping down and looking in, he saw the linen
cloths lying. Yet he did not enter. 66 Then Simon Peter
came, following him, and went inside the tomb. He
saw the linen cloths lying there, 77 and the cloth that
was around His head, not lying with the linen cloths,
but wrapped in a place by itself. 88 Then the other disci-
ple, who came first to the tomb, went in also. He saw
and believed. 99 For as yet they did not know the Scrip-
ture, that He must rise from the dead.

1010 Then the disciples went away again to their own
homes.

The AppearThe Appearance of Jesus to Mary Magdaleneance of Jesus to Mary Magdalene
Mk 16:9–11

1111 But Mary stood outside at the tomb weeping. As
she wept, she stooped down and looked into the
tomb, 1212 and she saw two angels in white sitting where
the body of Jesus had lain, one at the head and one at
the feet.

1313 They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?”
She said to them, “Because they have taken away my

Lord, and I do not know where they have put Him.”
1414 When she had said this, she turned around and saw
Jesus standing, but she did not know that it was Jesus.

1515 Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?
Whom are you seeking?”

Supposing Him to be the gardener, she said to Him,
“Sir, if You have carried Him away, tell me where You
have put Him, and I will take Him away.”

1616 Jesus said to her, “Mary.”
She turned and said to Him, “Rabboni!” (which

means Teacher).
‡† Gk. a a hundred litraior 34 kilograms.
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1717 Jesus said to her, “Stop holding on to Me, for I have
not yet ascended to My Father. But go to My brothers
and tell them, ‘I am ascending to My Father and your
Father, to My God and your God.’”

1818 Mary Magdalene came and told the disciples that
she had seen the Lord and that He had said these
things to her.

The AppearThe Appearance of Jesus to His Disciplesance of Jesus to His Disciples
Mt 28:16–20; Mk 16:14–18; Lk 24:36–49

1919 On the evening of that first day of the week, the
doors being locked where the disciples were assem-
bled, for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood in
their midst, and said to them, “Peace be with you.”
2020 When He had said this, He showed them His hands
and His side. The disciples were then glad when they
saw the Lord.

2121 So Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As
My Father has sent Me, even so I send you.” 2222 When
He had said this, He breathed on them and said to
them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 2323 If you forgive the sins
of anyone, they are forgiven them. If you retain the
sins of anyone, they are retained.”

Jesus and ThomasJesus and Thomas
2424 But Thomas, one of the twelve, called The Twin,

was not with them when Jesus came. 2525 So the other
disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord!”

But he said to them, “Unless I see the nail prints in
His hands, and put my finger in the nail prints, and put
my hand in His side, I will not believe.”

2626 After eight days His disciples were again inside
with the doors shut, and Thomas was with them. Jesus
came and stood among them, and said, “Peace be
with you.” 2727 Then He said to Thomas, “Put your finger
here, and look at My hands. Put your hand here and
place it in My side. Do not be faithless, but believing.”

2828 Thomas answered Him, “My Lord and my God!”
2929 Jesus said to him, “Thomas, because you have seen

Me, you have believed. Blessed are those who have
not seen, and have yet believed.”

The Purpose of the BookThe Purpose of the Book
3030 Jesus performed many other signs in the presence

of His disciples, which are not written in this book.
3131 But these are written that you might believe that Je-
sus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing
you may have life in His name.

The AppearThe Appearance of Jesus to the Seance of Jesus to the Seven Disciplesven Disciples

After this, Jesus revealed Himself again to the
disciples at the Sea of Tiberias. He revealed Him-

self this way: 22 Simon Peter; Thomas, called The Twin;
Nathanael of Cana in Galilee; the sons of Zebedee; and
two more of His disciples were together. 33 Simon Peter
said to them, “I am going fishing.” Then they said to
him, “We will go with you.” They went out and immedi-

ately entered the boat. But that night they caught
nothing.

44 When the morning came, Jesus stood on the shore.
But the disciples did not know that it was Jesus.

55 Jesus said to them, “Children, do you have any
fish?”

They answered Him, “No.”
66 He said to them, “Throw the net on the right side of

the boat, and you will find some.” So they threw it, and
now they were not able to draw it in because of the
abundance of fish.

77 Then the disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter,
“It is the Lord!” When Simon Peter heard that it was
the Lord, he put on his outer garment, for he had tak-
en it off, and jumped into the sea. 88 The other disciples
came in the little boat, dragging the net full of fish. For
they were not far from land, but about three hundred
feet away. ††99 When they came to land, they saw a char-
coal fire there with fish lying on it, and bread.

1010 Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish which
you have just caught.”

1111 Simon Peter went up and dragged the net, full of
one hundred and fifty-three large fish, to land. Al-
though there were so many, the net was not torn. 1212 Je-
sus said to them, “Come and eat breakfast.” None of
the disciples dared ask, “Who are You?” They knew it
was the Lord. 1313 Jesus came and took the bread and
gave it to them, and likewise the fish. 1414 This was now
the third time that Jesus was revealed to His disciples
after He was raised from the dead.

Jesus and PeterJesus and Peter
1515 So when they had eaten breakfast, Jesus said to Si-

mon Peter, “Simon, son of John, do you love Me more
than these?”

He said to Him, “Yes, Lord. You know that I love You.”
He said to him, “Feed My lambs.”
1616 He said to him again a second time, “Simon, son of

John, do you love Me?”
He said to Him, “Yes, Lord. You know that I love You.”
He said to him, “Tend My sheep.”
1717 He said to him the third time, “Simon, son of John,

do you love Me?”
Peter was grieved because He asked him the third

time, “Do you love Me?” He said to Him, “Lord, You
know everything. You know that I love You.”

Jesus said to him, “Feed My sheep. 1818 Truly, truly I
say to you, when you were young, you dressed your-
self and walked where you desired. But when you are
old, you will stretch out your hands, and another will
dress you and carry you where you do not want to go.”
1919 He said this, signifying by what kind of death he
would glorify God. When He had said this, He said to
him, “Follow Me.”

† About 200 cubits, or 90 meters.
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Jesus and the BeloJesus and the Beloved Discipleved Disciple
2020 Peter turned and saw following them the disciple

whom Jesus loved, who also leaned against His bosom
at the supper and had said, “Lord, who is it that is go-
ing to betray You?” 2121 When Peter saw him, he said to
Jesus, “Lord, what about this man?”

2222 Jesus said to him, “If it is My will that he remain un-
til I come, what is that to you? Follow Me!” 2323 The say-
ing went out among the brothers that this disciple

would not die. Yet Jesus did not say to him that he
would not die, but, “If it is My will that he remain until I
come, what is that to you?”

2424 This is the disciple who testifies about these
things, and wrote these things. We know that his testi-
mony is true.

2525 There are also many other things which Jesus did.
Were every one of them to be written, I suppose that
not even the world itself could contain the books that
would be written. Amen.
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AACTSCTS
The Acts of the Apostles is a historical record composed by Luke in about AD 62. The place of its writing is un-
known. Luke-Acts at one time was one corpus, but it was separated due to a concern that the Gospel records
should be kept together. This editorial decision was made for the sake of continuity among the four Gospels.
The historicity and archaeological references in this work have proven to be accurate through many years of
examination. This book consists of the acts of the Holy Spirit and of the apostles in confirming God’s Word and
the spread of Christianity. The Acts of the Apostles was called Acts of the Holy Spirit early in church history be-
cause the Holy Spirit plays such an important role in its pages by spreading the Gospel throughout the world.
Acts is a historical narrative of great events; read it with care and under the guidance of the Holy Spirit.

The PrThe Promise of the Holy Spiritomise of the Holy Spirit

The former treatise have I made, O Theophilus,
concerning all that Jesus began both to do and

teach, 22 until the day when He was taken up, after He
had given commandments through the Holy Spirit to
the apostles whom He had chosen, 33 to whom He pre-
sented Himself alive after His passion by many infalli-
ble proofs, appearing to them for forty days, and
speaking concerning the kingdom of God. 44 Being as-
sembled with them, He commanded them, “Do not de-
part from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the
Father, of which you have heard from Me. ††55 For John
baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the
Holy Spirit not many days from now.”

The AscensionThe Ascension
66 So when they had come together, they asked Him,

“Lord, will You at this time restore the kingdom to Is-
rael?”

77 He said to them, “It is not for you to know the times
or the dates, which the Father has fixed by His own au-
thority. 88 But you shall receive power when the Holy
Spirit comes upon you. And you shall be My witnesses
in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the
ends of the earth.”

99 When He had spoken these things, while they
looked, He was taken up. And a cloud received Him
from their sight.

1010 While they looked intently toward heaven as He as-
cended, suddenly two men stood by them in white
garments. 1111 They said, “Men of Galilee, why stand
looking toward heaven? This same Jesus, who was tak-
en up from you to heaven, will come in like manner as
you saw Him go into heaven.”

Judas’ SuccessorJudas’ Successor
1212 Then they returned to Jerusalem from the Mount

of Olives, which is a Sabbath day’s walk †††† from
† Lk 24:49. †† About half a mile.

Jerusalem. 1313 When they had entered, they went up in-
to the upper room, where they were staying: Peter,
James, John, and Andrew; Philip and Thomas;
Bartholomew and Matthew; James the son of Al-
phaeus and Simon the Zealot; and Judas the son of
James. 1414 These all continued with one accord in prayer
and supplication, with the women and Mary the moth-
er of Jesus, and with His brothers.

1515 In those days Peter stood up among the disciples
(the number of people together was about a hundred
and twenty), and said, 1616 “Brothers, this Scripture had
to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit previously spoke
by the mouth of David concerning Judas, who became
the guide to those who seized Jesus. 1717 For he was
numbered with us and took part in this ministry.”

1818 (Now this man purchased a field with the reward of
iniquity. And falling headlong, he burst asunder in the
middle and all his organs spilled out. 1919 It became
known to all the residents of Jerusalem. So this field is
called in their dialect Akeldama, that is, Field of Blood.)

2020 “For it is written in the Book of Psalms,
‘Let his habitation become desolate,
and let no one live in it,’ ‡‡

and,
‘Let another take his office.’ ‡†‡†

2121 Therefore, of these men who have accompanied us
while the Lord Jesus went in and out among us, 2222 be-
ginning from the baptism of John until the very day
that He was taken up from us, one of these men must
become with us a witness of His resurrection.”

2323 So they proposed two, Joseph, called Barsabbas,
who was surnamed Justus, and Matthias. 2424 Then they
prayed, “You, Lord, who knows the hearts of all men,
show which of these two You have chosen 2525 to take
the place in this ministry and apostleship, from which
Judas by transgression fell, to go to his own place.”
2626 Then they cast lots, and the lot fell on Matthias. So
he was numbered with the eleven apostles.

‡ Ps 69:25. ‡† Ps 109:8.
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The Coming of the Holy SpiritThe Coming of the Holy Spirit

When the day of Pentecost had come, they were
all together in one place. 22 Suddenly a sound like

a mighty rushing wind came from heaven, and it filled
the whole house where they were sitting. 33 There ap-
peared to them tongues as of fire, being distributed
and resting on each of them, 44 and they were all filled
with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other
tongues, as the Spirit enabled them to speak.

55 Now dwelling in Jerusalem were Jews, devout men,
from every nation under heaven. 66 When this sound
occurred, the crowd came together and were con-
founded, because each man heard them speaking in
his own language. 77 They were all amazed and mar-
veled, saying to each other, “Are not all these who are
speaking Galileans? 88 How is it that we hear, each in
our own native language? 99 Parthians, Medes and
Elamites, residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cap-
padocia, Pontus and Asia, 1010 Phrygia and Pamphylia,
Egypt and the regions of Libya near Cyrene, and visi-
tors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 1111 Cretans
and Arabs—we hear them speaking in our own lan-
guages the mighty works of God.” 1212 They were all
amazed and perplexed, saying to each other, “What
does this mean?”

1313 Others mocking said, “These men are full of new
wine.”

PeterPeter’’s Speech at Pentecosts Speech at Pentecost
1414 But Peter, standing up with the eleven, lifted up his

voice and said to them, “Men of Judea and all you who
dwell in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen
to my words. 1515 For these are not drunk, as you sup-
pose, since it is the third hour of the day. 1616 But this is
what was spoken by the prophet Joel:

1717 ‘In the last days it shall be,’ says God,
‘that I will pour out My Spirit on all flesh;

your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,
your young men shall see visions,
and your old men shall dream dreams.

1818 Even on My menservants and maidservants
I will pour out My Spirit in those days;
and they shall prophesy.

1919 And I will show wonders in heaven above
and signs on the earth below:
blood, and fire, and vapor of smoke.

2020 The sun shall be turned into darkness,
and the moon into blood,
before that great and glorious day of the Lord

comes.
2121 And whoever calls
on the name of the Lord shall be saved.’ ††

2222 “Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth
was a man attested to you by God with powerful
works and wonders and signs, which God did through

† Joel 2:28–32.

Him in your midst, as you yourselves know. 2323 You have
taken Him, who was handed over to you by the or-
dained counsel and foreknowledge of God, and by
lawless hands have crucified and killed Him, 2424 whom
God raised up by loosening the pull of death, because
it was not possible that He should be held by it. 2525 For
David says concerning Him:
‘I foresaw the Lord always before me,
for He is at my right hand,
that I may not be shaken.

2626 Therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue re-
joiced;

moreover my flesh will dwell in hope.
2727 For You will not abandon my soul to Hades,
nor will You allow Your Holy One to see corruption.

2828 You have made known to me the ways of life;
You will make me full of joy with Your presence.’ ††††

2929 “Brothers, I may speak confidently to you concern-
ing the patriarch David, that he both died and was
buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. 3030 But being
a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an
oath to him, that of his seed according to the flesh, He
would raise up the Christ to sit on his throne, 3131 he
foresaw this and spoke concerning the resurrection of
the Christ, that His soul was not abandoned to Hades,
nor did His flesh see corruption. 3232 God raised up this
Jesus, of which we all are witnesses. 3333 Therefore being
exalted to the right hand of God, and having received
from the Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, He has
poured out this which you now see and hear. 3434 For
David has not ascended to the heavens, yet he says:
‘The Lord said to my Lord,
“Sit at My right hand,

3535 Until I make Your enemies
Your footstool.” ’ ‡‡

3636 “Therefore, let all the house of Israel assuredly
know that God has made this Jesus, whom you have
crucified, both Lord and Christ.”

3737 When they heard this, they were stung in the heart
and said to Peter and to the rest of the apostles,
“Brothers, what shall we do?”

3838 Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized, every
one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgive-
ness of sins, and you shall receive the gift of the Holy
Spirit. 3939 For the promise is to you, and to your chil-
dren, and to all who are far away, as many as the Lord
our God will call.”

4040 With many other words he testified and exhorted
them, saying, “Be saved from this perverse genera-
tion.” 4141 Then those who gladly received his word were
baptized, and that day about three thousand souls
were added to them.

Life Among the BelieLife Among the Believersvers
4242 They continued steadfastly in the apostles’ teach-

ing and fellowship, in the breaking of bread and in the
prayers. 4343 Fear came to every soul. And many won-

†† Ps 16:8–11. ‡ –a 35Ps 110:1.
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ders and signs were done through the apostles. 4444 All
who believed were together and had all things in com-
mon. 4545 They sold their property and goods and dis-
tributed them to all, according to their need. 4646 And
continuing daily with one mind in the temple, and
breaking bread from house to house, they ate their
food with gladness and simplicity of heart, 4747 praising
God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord
added to the church daily those who were being
saved.

The Lame Man Healed at the TThe Lame Man Healed at the Temple Gateemple Gate

Now Peter and John went up together to the tem-
ple at the ninth hour, the hour of prayer. 22 A man

lame from birth was being carried, whom people
placed daily at the gate of the temple called Beautiful
to ask alms from those who entered the temple. 33 See-
ing Peter and John about to go into the temple, he
asked for alms. 44 Peter, gazing at him with John, said,
“Look at us.” 55 So he paid attention to them, expecting
to receive something from them.

66 Then Peter said, “I have no silver and gold, but I
give you what I have. In the name of Jesus Christ of
Nazareth, rise up and walk.” 77 He took him by the right
hand and raised him up. Immediately his feet and an-
kles were strengthened. 88 Jumping up, he stood and
walked and entered the temple with them, walking
and jumping and praising God. 99 All the people saw
him walking and praising God. 1010 They knew that it was
he who sat for alms at the Beautiful Gate of the tem-
ple. And they were filled with wonder and amazement
at what happened to him.

PeterPeter’’s Speech at Solomons Speech at Solomon’’s Pors Porchch
1111 As the lame man who was healed held on to Peter

and John, all the people ran together to them in the
entrance that is called Solomon’s Porch, greatly
amazed. 1212 When Peter saw it, he answered the peo-
ple: “Men of Israel, why do you marvel at this man? Or
why do you stare at us, as if by our own power or piety
we had made him walk? 1313 The God of Abraham and
Isaac and Jacob, the God of our fathers, has glorified
His Son Jesus, whom you handed over and denied in
the presence of Pilate, when he had decided to release
Him. 1414 You denied the Holy and Righteous One and
asked for a murderer to be granted to you, 1515 and you
killed the Creator of Life, whom God has raised from
the dead, of which we are witnesses. 1616 And His name,
by faith in His name, has made this man strong, whom
you see and know. And faith which comes through
Him has given him perfect health in your presence.

1717 “Now brothers, I know that you acted in ignorance,
as did also your rulers. 1818 But what God foretold
through all the prophets, that His Christ should suffer,
He thus fulfilled. 1919 Therefore repent and be converted,
that your sins may be wiped away, that times of re-
freshing may come from the presence of the Lord,

2020 and that He may send the One who previously was
preached to you, Jesus Christ, 2121 whom the heavens
must receive until the time of restoring what God
spoke through all His holy prophets since the world
began. 2222 For Moses indeed said to the fathers, ‘The
Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me
from your brothers. You shall hear whatever He may
say to you. 2323 And it shall be that every soul who will
not hear that prophet shall be utterly eliminated from
the people.’ ††

2424 “Indeed, all the prophets since Samuel and those
who follow, as many as have spoken, have likewise
foretold these days. 2525 You are the sons of the
prophets and of the covenant which God made with
our fathers, saying to Abraham, ‘And in your seed shall
all the families of the earth be blessed.’ ††††2626 God, hav-
ing raised up His Son Jesus, sent Him to you first, to
bless you in turning every one of you from your iniqui-
ties.”

Peter and John BeforPeter and John Before the Sanhedrine the Sanhedrin

As they spoke to the people, the priests, the cap-
tain of the temple, and the Sadducees came upon

them, 22 being greatly troubled because they taught
the people and preached through Jesus the resurrec-
tion from the dead. 33 And they seized them and put
them in custody until the next day, for it was already
evening. 44 But many of those who heard the word be-
lieved, and the number of the men grew to about five
thousand.

55 On the next day their rulers and elders and scribes
66 were assembled at Jerusalem with Annas the high
priest, and Caiaphas, and John and Alexander, and all
who were of the family of the high priest. 77 When they
had stood them in the midst, they asked, “By what
power or by what name have you done this?”

88 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them,
“Rulers of the people and elders of Israel: 99 If we today
are being examined concerning a good deed done to
a crippled man, how this man has been healed, 1010 be it
known to you all, and to all the people of Israel, that
by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you
crucified, whom God raised from the dead, by Him this
man stands before you whole. 1111 He is
‘the stone you builders rejected,
which has become the cornerstone.’ ‡‡

1212 There is no salvation in any other, for there is no
other name under heaven given among men by which
we must be saved.”

1313 When they saw the boldness of Peter and John and
perceived that they were illiterate and uneducated
men, they marveled. And they recognized that they
had been with Jesus. 1414 But seeing the man who was
healed standing with them, they had nothing to say
against it. 1515 So when they had commanded them to
go outside of the Sanhedrin, they conferred among
themselves, 1616 saying, “What shall we do to these men?

† Dt 18:15, 18–19. †† Ge 22:18; 26:4. ‡ Ps 118:22.
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For, indeed, that an acknowledged miracle has been
done through them is revealed to all who dwell in
Jerusalem, and we cannot deny it. 1717 But lest it spread
further among the people, let us threaten them that
they no longer speak to anyone in this name.”

1818 Then they called them and commanded them not
to speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus. 1919 But Pe-
ter and John answered them, “Whether it is right in the
sight of God to listen to you more than to God, you
judge. 2020 For we cannot help but declare what we have
seen and heard.”

2121 When they had further threatened them, they let
them go, finding no way to punish them, because of
the people. For all glorified God for what was done,
2222 for the man on whom this miracle of healing was
performed was over forty years old.

The BelieThe Believers Prvers Pray for Boldnessay for Boldness
2323 On being released, they went to their own people

and reported what the chief priests and elders had
said to them. 2424 When they heard this, they lifted their
voices in unity to God and prayed, “Lord, You are God,
who has made the heaven and the earth and the sea
and everything in them, 2525 and who by the mouth of
Your servant David said:
‘Why did the nations rage,
and the people devise vain things?

2626 The kings of the earth came,
and the rulers were assembled together

against the Lord
and against His Christ.’ ††

2727 Indeed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the
Gentiles and the people of Israel, were assembled to-
gether against Your holy Son Jesus whom You have
anointed, 2828 to do what Your hand and Your counsel
had foreordained to be done. 2929 Now, Lord, look on
their threats and grant that Your servants may speak
Your word with great boldness, 3030 by stretching out
Your hand to heal and that signs and wonders may be
performed in the name of Your holy Son Jesus.”

3131 When they had prayed, the place where they were
assembled together was shaken. And they were all
filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God
with boldness.

All Things in CommonAll Things in Common
3232 All the believers were of one heart and one soul,

and no one said that what he possessed was his own.
But to them all things were in common. 3333 With great
power the apostles testified to the resurrection of the
Lord Jesus, and great grace was on them all. 3434 There
was no one among them who lacked, for all those who
were owners of land or houses sold them, and
brought the income from what was sold, 3535 and placed
it at the apostles’ feet. And it was distributed to each
according to his need.

† –a 26Ps 2:1–2.

3636 Joseph, whom the apostles called Barnabas (which
means, Son of Encouragement), a Levite from the land
of Cyprus, 3737 sold a field he owned, and brought the
money and placed it at the apostles’ feet.

Ananias and SapphirAnanias and Sapphiraa

Now a man named Ananias, with his wife Sapphi-
ra, sold a piece of property. 22 He kept back part of

the proceeds with his wife’s knowledge, and brought a
part of it and placed it at the apostles’ feet.

33 Then Peter said, “Ananias, why has Satan filled your
heart to deceive the Holy Spirit and keep back part of
the proceeds of the land? 44 While it remained unsold,
was it not your own? And when it was sold, was it not
under your authority? Why have you conceived this
deed in your heart? You did not lie to men, but to
God.”

55 On hearing these words, Ananias fell down and
died. And great fear came on all those who heard
these things. 66 The young men rose and wrapped him
up and carried him out and buried him.

77 About three hours later his wife came in, not know-
ing what had happened. 88 Peter said to her, “Tell me
whether you sold the land for this amount?”

She said, “Yes, for that much.”
99 Peter said to her, “How is it that you have agreed

together to test the Spirit of the Lord? Look! The feet
of those who have buried your husband are at the
door, and they will carry you out.”

1010 At once she fell down at his feet and died. Upon
entering, the young men found her dead and carried
her out and buried her beside her husband. 1111 Great
fear came on the entire church and on all those who
heard these things.

Signs and WSigns and Wondersonders
1212 Many signs and wonders were performed among

the people by the hands of the apostles. And they
were all together in Solomon’s Porch. 1313 No one else
dared join them, but the people respected them. 1414 Be-
lievers were increasingly added to the Lord, crowds of
both men and women, 1515 so that they even brought
the sick out into the streets and placed them on beds
and mats, that at least the shadow of Peter passing by
might touch some of them. 1616 Crowds also came out of
the cities surrounding Jerusalem, bringing the sick and
those who were afflicted by evil spirits, and they were
all healed.

Persecution of the ApostlesPersecution of the Apostles
1717 Then the high priest and all those who were with

him (that is, the sect of the Sadducees) rose up and
were filled with jealousy. 1818 They seized the apostles
and put them in the common prison. 1919 But during the
night an angel of the Lord opened the prison doors
and led them out, and said, 2020 “Go, stand and speak in
the temple to the people all the words of this life.”
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2121 Having heard this, they entered the temple at
dawn and taught.

But the high priest and those who were with him
came and called together the Sanhedrin and the sen-
ate of all the sons of Israel, and sent to the prison to
have them brought out. 2222 But when the officers came
and did not find them in the prison, they returned and
reported, 2323 “We found the prison securely shut and
the guards standing outside before the doors. But
when we opened it, we found no one inside.” 2424 Now
when the high priest, the captain of the temple, and
the chief priests heard these things, they were in
doubt of what might become of this.

2525 Then one came and told them, “Look, the men
whom you put in prison are standing in the temple
and teaching the people.” 2626 Then the captain with his
escorts went and brought them, without force lest
they should be stoned, for they feared the people.

2727 When they had brought them, they stood them be-
fore the Sanhedrin. And the high priest questioned
them, 2828 saying, “Did we not strictly command you not
to teach in this name? Yet now you have filled
Jerusalem with your teaching, and you intend to bring
on us this Man’s blood.”

2929 Peter and the other apostles answered, “We must
obey God rather than men. 3030 The God of our fathers
raised Jesus, whom you killed by hanging on a tree.
3131 God exalted this Man to His right hand to be a Ruler
and a Savior, to give repentance to Israel and forgive-
ness of sins. 3232 We are His witnesses to these words, as
is the Holy Spirit whom God has given to those who
obey Him.”

3333 When they heard this, they were cut to the heart
and took counsel to kill them. 3434 But a Pharisee in the
Sanhedrin named Gamaliel, a teacher of the law hon-
ored by all the people, stood and ordered the apostles
to be put outside for a little while. 3535 Then he said to
them, “Men of Israel, take heed to yourselves what
you intend to do concerning these men. 3636 For in previ-
ous days Theudas rose up, boasting to be somebody,
to whom a number of about four hundred men joined
themselves. He was killed, and all who obeyed him
were dispersed and came to nothing. 3737 After Theudas,
Judas the Galilean rose up in the days of the census
and drew away many people after him. This man also
perished, and all who obeyed him were scattered.
3838 Now I tell you, keep away from these men and leave
them alone, because if this intention or this activity is
of men, it will come to nothing. 3939 But if it is of God,
you will not be able to overthrow them, lest perhaps
you be found even fighting against God.”

4040 They agreed with him. When they had called in the
apostles, they beat them, and commanded them not
to speak in the name of Jesus, and released them.

4141 Then they departed from the presence of the San-
hedrin, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suf-
fer shame for His name. 4242 Daily, in the temple and

from house to house, they did not cease to teach and
preach Jesus Christ.

The SeThe Seven Helpersven Helpers

Now in those days, as the disciples were multi-
plied, there was murmuring among the Hellenists

against the Hebrews, because their widows were over-
looked in the daily distribution. 22 So the twelve called
the multitude of disciples together and said, “It is not
reasonable for us to leave the word of God and serve
tables. 33 Brothers, look among yourselves for seven
men who are known to be full of the Holy Spirit and of
wisdom, whom we will appoint over this duty. 44 But we
will give ourselves continually to prayer and to the
ministry of the word.”

55 And what was said pleased the whole multitude,
and they chose Stephen, who was a man full of faith
and of the Holy Spirit, and Philip, and Procorus, and
Nicanor, and Timon, and Parmenas, and Nicolas, a
proselyte from Antioch, 66 whom they presented before
the apostles. And when they had prayed, they placed
their hands on them.

77 So the word of God spread, and the number of the
disciples grew rapidly in Jerusalem, and a great num-
ber of the priests were obedient to the faith.

The ArrThe Arrest of Stephenest of Stephen
88 Now Stephen, full of faith and power, did great

wonders and miracles among the people. 99 Then some
men rose up from what is called the Synagogue of the
Freedmen (Cyrenians, Alexandrians, and those from
Cilicia and of Asia), disputing with Stephen. 1010 But they
were not able to withstand the wisdom and the Spirit
by which he spoke.

1111 Then they secretly instigated men who said, “We
have heard him speak blasphemous words against
Moses and God.”

1212 So they stirred up the people and the elders and
the scribes, and came upon him and seized him and
led him to the Sanhedrin, 1313 and set up false witnesses
who said, “This man does not cease to speak blasphe-
mous words against this holy place and the law. 1414 For
we have heard him say that this Jesus of Nazareth will
destroy this place, and will change the customs which
Moses handed down to us.”

1515 All who sat in the Sanhedrin, gazing at him, saw
his face as the face of an angel.

StephenStephen’’s Speechs Speech

Then the high priest said, “Are these things so?”
22 He said, “Brothers and fathers, listen! The God

of glory appeared to our father Abraham, when he
was in Mesopotamia, before he lived in Harran, 33 and
said to him, ‘Leave your country and your relatives,
and come to the land which I will show you.’ ††

† Ge 12:1.
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44 “Then he departed from the land of the Chaldeans
and lived in Harran. When his father died, He removed
him from there to this land in which you now live. 55 He
gave him no inheritance in it, nor a foothold, and
promised to give it to him as a possession and to his
descendants after him while he had no child. 66 God
spoke in this way, ‘Your descendants shall be sojourn-
ers in a land belonging to others, who will enslave
them and mistreat them four hundred years. ††77 And I
will judge the nation to whom they will be enslaved,’ ††††

said God. ‘After that they shall come out and worship
Me in this place.’ ‡‡88 Then He gave him the covenant of
circumcision. And Abraham became the father of Isaac
and circumcised him on the eighth day. And Isaac be-
came the father of Jacob, and Jacob of the twelve patri-
archs.

99 “The patriarchs, moved with envy, sold Joseph into
Egypt. But God was with him, 1010 and delivered him out
of all his afflictions, and gave him favor and wisdom
before Pharaoh, king of Egypt, who appointed him
governor over Egypt and all his house.

1111 “Then a famine came over all Egypt and Canaan
with great affliction, and our fathers found no suste-
nance. 1212 But when Jacob heard that there was grain in
Egypt, he sent out our fathers the first time. 1313 During
the second time Joseph was made known to his broth-
ers, and Joseph’s family became known to Pharaoh.
1414 Then Joseph sent and called for his father Jacob and
all his kindred, seventy-five souls. 1515 Then Jacob went
down into Egypt. And he and our fathers died, 1616 and
were carried to Shechem and put in the tomb that
Abraham had bought for a price of silver from the
sons of Hamor, the father of Shechem.

1717 “When the time of the promise drew near, which
God had sworn to Abraham, the people grew and mul-
tiplied in Egypt 1818 until another king rose up who did
not know Joseph. ‡†‡†1919 He dealt deceitfully with our peo-
ple and mistreated our fathers, forcing them to put
out their young children, that they might not live.

2020 “At that time Moses was born, and was fair in the
sight of God. And he was reared for three months in
his father’s house. 2121 When he was put out, Pharaoh’s
daughter took him up and reared him as her own son.
2222 Moses was educated in all the wisdom of the Egyp-
tians and was powerful in words and in deeds.

2323 “When he was forty years old, it came to his heart
to visit his brothers, the sons of Israel. 2424 But seeing
one being wronged, he defended him, and avenged
him who was oppressed, and struck the Egyptian.
2525 He supposed that his brothers would understand
that God would deliver them by his hand, but they did
not understand. 2626 On the next day he appeared to
them as they fought and tried to reconcile them in
peace, saying, ‘Men, you are brothers. Why do you
wrong each other?’ ‡‡‡‡

† Ge 15:13. †† Ge 15:14. ‡ Ex 3:12. ‡† Ex 1:8. ‡‡ Ex
2:13.

2727 “But the one wronging his neighbor pushed him
away, saying, ‘Who appointed you a ruler and a judge
over us? 2828 Will you kill me as you killed the Egyptian
yesterday?’ ‡‡†‡‡†2929 Moses fled at this word and became a
sojourner in the land of Midian, ‡‡‡‡‡‡ where he became
the father of two sons.

3030 “When forty years had passed, an angel of the
Lord appeared to him in the wilderness of Mount
Sinai, in a flame of fire in a bush. §§3131 When Moses saw
it, he marveled at the sight. As he drew near to look at
it, the voice of the Lord came to him, saying, 3232 ‘I am
the God of your fathers, the God of Abraham and the
God of Isaac and the God of Jacob.’ §†§† Moses trembled
and dared not look.

3333 “Then the Lord said to him, ‘Take off the shoes
from your feet, for the place where you are standing is
holy ground. §††§††3434 I have indeed seen the oppression of
My people who are in Egypt. I have heard their groan-
ing, and I have come down to deliver them. Now
come, I will send you to Egypt.’ §‡§‡

3535 “This Moses, whom they rejected, saying, ‘Who ap-
pointed you a ruler and a judge?’ §‡†§‡† God sent as both
ruler and redeemer by the hand of the angel who ap-
peared to him in the bush. 3636 He led them out after he
had shown wonders and signs in the land of Egypt,
and at the Red Sea, and for forty years in the wilder-
ness.

3737 “This is the Moses who said to the sons of Israel,
‘The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like
me from your brothers. Him you shall hear.’ §†§†3838 This is
he who was in the congregation in the wilderness with
the angel who spoke to him on Mount Sinai, and with
our fathers, who received living oracles to give to us,
3939 whom our fathers would not obey, but thrust away.
And in their hearts they turned back to Egypt, 4040 saying
to Aaron, ‘Make for us gods to go before us. For we do
not know what has become of this Moses, who led us
out of the land of Egypt.’ §‡§‡4141 So they made a calf in
those days, and offered a sacrifice to the idol, and re-
joiced in the works of their hands. 4242 But God turned
and gave them up to worship the host of heaven, as it
is written in the book of the Prophets:
‘O House of Israel, have you offered to Me slain ani-

mals and sacrifices
for forty years in the wilderness?

4343 Yes, you even raised the shrine of Moloch,
and the star of your god Remphan,
idols which you made to worship;

therefore I will exile you beyond Babylon.’ §§†§§†
4444 “Our fathers had the tabernacle of witness in the

wilderness, telling Moses to make it as He had com-
manded, according to the pattern that he had seen,
4545 which our fathers, having received it, brought with
Joshua into the land possessed by the Gentiles, whom
God drove out in front of our fathers until the days of

‡‡† Ex 2:14. ‡‡‡ Ex 2:11–15. § Ex 3:1–4. §† Ex 3:6. §††
Ex 3:5. §‡ Ex 3:7, 10. §‡† Ex 2:14. §† Dt 18:15. §‡ Ex 32:1,
23. §§† Am 5:25–27.
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David, 4646 who found favor in the presence of God and
asked to find a tabernacle for the God of Jacob. 4747 But
Solomon built Him a house.

4848 “However, the Most High does not dwell in houses
made with hands. As the prophet says:

4949 ‘Heaven is My throne,
and the earth is My footstool.

What house will you build for Me? says the Lord,
or what is the place of My rest?

5050 Has not My hand made all these things?’ ††
5151 “You stiff-necked people, uncircumcised in heart

and ears! You always resist the Holy Spirit. As your fa-
thers did, so do you. 5252 Which of the prophets have
your fathers not persecuted? They have even killed
those who foretold the coming of the Righteous One,
of whom you have now become the betrayers and
murderers, 5353 who have received the law by the dispo-
sition of angels, but have not kept it.”

The Stoning of StephenThe Stoning of Stephen
5454 When they heard these things, they were cut to

the heart, and they gnashed their teeth at him. 5555 But
being full of the Holy Spirit, he gazed into heaven and
saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right
hand of God, 5656 and said, “Look! I see the heavens
opened and the Son of Man standing at the right hand
of God.”

5757 Then they cried out with a loud voice, closed their
ears, and rushed at him in unison. 5858 And they threw
him out of the city and stoned him. The witnesses laid
down their garments at the feet of a young man
named Saul.

5959 They stoned Stephen as he was calling on God,
praying, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” 6060 Then he knelt
down and cried with a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold
this sin against them.” Having said this, he fell asleep.

And Saul was consenting to his death.

Saul Persecutes the ChurSaul Persecutes the Churchch

On that day a great persecution broke out against
the church in Jerusalem. And they were all scattered
throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except
the apostles. 22 Devout men carried Stephen to his bur-
ial and made great lamentation over him. 33 But Saul
ravaged the church, entering house by house and
dragging out both men and women and committing
them to prison.

The Gospel PrThe Gospel Preached in Samariaeached in Samaria
44 Therefore those who were scattered went every-

where preaching the word. 55 Philip went down to the
city of Samaria and preached Christ to them. 66 When
the crowds heard Philip and saw the miracles which he
did, they listened in unity to what he said. 77 For un-
clean spirits, crying with a loud voice, came out of
many who were possessed. And many who were para-

† Isa 66:1–2.

lyzed or lame were healed. 88 So there was much joy in
that city.

Simon the SorSimon the Sorcercerer Belieer Believesves
99 Now a man named Simon was previously in the city

practicing sorcery and astonishing the nation of
Samaria, saying he was someone great, 1010 to whom
they all listened, from the least to the greatest, saying,
“This man is the great power of God.” 1111 They listened
to him, because for a long time he had astonished
them by his sorceries. 1212 But when they believed Philip
preaching about the kingdom of God and the name of
Jesus Christ, both men and women were baptized.
1313 Even Simon himself believed. And when he was bap-
tized, he continued with Philip and was amazed as he
watched the miracles and signs which were done.

Samaritans Receive the Holy SpiritSamaritans Receive the Holy Spirit
1414 Now when the apostles who were at Jerusalem

heard that Samaria had received the word of God,
they sent Peter and John to them. 1515 When they came
down, they prayed for them that they might receive
the Holy Spirit, 1616 for still He had come on none of
them. They were only baptized in the name of the Lord
Jesus. 1717 Then they laid their hands on them, and they
received the Holy Spirit.

1818 When Simon saw that through the laying on of the
apostles’ hands the Holy Spirit was given, he offered
them money, 1919 saying, “Give me also this power, that
whomever I lay hands on may receive the Holy Spirit.”

2020 Peter said to him, “May your money perish with
you, because you thought you could purchase the gift
of God with money! 2121 You have neither part nor share
in this matter, for your heart is not right before God.
2222 Therefore repent of your wickedness, and ask God if
perhaps the intention of your heart may be forgiven
you. 2323 For I see that you are in the gall of bitterness
and in the bond of iniquity.”

2424 Then Simon answered, “Pray to the Lord for me
that nothing you have spoken may come upon me.”

2525 When they had testified and preached the word of
the Lord, they returned to Jerusalem and preached the
gospel in many villages of the Samaritans.

Philip and the Ethiopian EunuchPhilip and the Ethiopian Eunuch
2626 Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Rise up

and go toward the south on the way that goes down
from Jerusalem to Gaza.” This is desert. 2727 So he rose
up and went. And there was a man of Ethiopia, a eu-
nuch of great authority under Candace, queen of the
Ethiopians, who was in command of her entire trea-
sury. He had come to Jerusalem to worship. 2828 He was
returning, sitting in his chariot and reading the book
of Isaiah the prophet. 2929 The Spirit said to Philip, “Go to
this chariot and stay with it.”
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3030 Then Philip ran to him, and heard him read the
book of Isaiah the prophet, and said, “Do you under-
stand what you are reading?”

3131 He said, “How can I, unless someone guides me?”
So he invited Philip to come up and sit with him.

3232 The passage of Scripture which he was reading
was this:
“He was led as a sheep to slaughter;
and as a lamb before its shearer is silent,
so He opened not His mouth.

3333 In His humiliation justice was denied Him;
who will speak of His generation?
For His life is taken from the earth.” ††

3434 The eunuch said to Philip, “I ask you, of whom
does the prophet speak, of himself or of someone
else?” 3535 Then Philip spoke, beginning with the same
Scripture, and preached Jesus to him.

3636 As they went on their way, they came to some wa-
ter. And the eunuch said, “Look, here is water. What
hinders me from being baptized?” 3737 Philip said, “If you
believe with all your heart, you may.” He answered, “I
believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.” 3838 And he
commanded the chariot to halt. Then both Philip and
the eunuch went down into the water, and he baptized
him. 3939 When they came up out of the water, the Spirit
of the Lord took Philip away. And the eunuch saw him
no more, and he went his way rejoicing. 4040 But Philip
was found at Azotus. And passing through, he
preached the gospel in all the cities until he came to
Caesarea.

The Conversion of SaulThe Conversion of Saul
Ac 22:6–16; 26:12–18

Saul, still breathing out threats and murder
against the disciples of the Lord, went to the high

priest, 22 and requested letters from him to the syna-
gogues of Damascus, so that if he found any there of
the Way, either men or women, he might bring them
bound to Jerusalem. 33 As he went he drew near Dam-
ascus, and suddenly a light from heaven shone
around him. 44 He fell to the ground and heard a voice
saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute Me?”

55 He said, “Who are You, Lord?”
The Lord said, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecut-

ing. It is hard for you to kick against the goads.”
66 Trembling and astonished, he said, “Lord, what will
You have me do?” The Lord said to him, “Rise up and
go into the city, and you will be told what you must
do.”

77 The men traveling with him stood speechless, hear-
ing the voice, but seeing no one. 88 Saul rose up from
the ground. And when his eyes were opened, he saw
nothing. So they led him by the hand and brought him
into Damascus. 99 For three days he was without sight,
and neither ate nor drank.

1010 A disciple named Ananias was in Damascus. The
Lord said to him in a vision, “Ananias.”

† Isa 53:7–8.

He said, “Here I am, Lord.”
1111 The Lord said to him, “Rise and go to Straight

Street, and inquire at Judas’ house for someone
named Saul of Tarsus, for he is praying, 1212 and has
seen in a vision a man named Ananias coming in and
putting his hand on him, so that he may see again.”

1313 Ananias answered, “Lord, I have heard from many
about this man, how many evil things he has done to
Your saints at Jerusalem. 1414 And here he has authority
from the chief priests to bind all who call on Your
name.”

1515 But the Lord said to him, “Go your way. For this
man is a chosen vessel of Mine, to bear My name be-
fore the Gentiles and their kings, and before the sons
of Israel. 1616 For I will show him how much he must suf-
fer for My name’s sake.”

1717 Then Ananias went his way and entered the house.
Putting his hands on him, he said, “Brother Saul, the
Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on the way as you
came, has sent me so that you may see again and be
filled with the Holy Spirit.” 1818 Immediately something
like scales fell from his eyes, and he could see again.
And he rose up and was baptized. 1919 When he had eat-
en, he was strengthened.

Saul PrSaul Preaches in Damascuseaches in Damascus

For several days Saul was with the disciples in Dam-
ascus. 2020 Immediately he preached in the synagogues
that the Christ is the Son of God. 2121 All who heard him
were amazed and said, “Is not this he who killed those
who called on this name in Jerusalem, and came here
with that intent, to bring them bound to the chief
priests?” 2222 Yet Saul increased all the more with power
and confounded the Jews living in Damascus, proving
that this One is the Christ.

Saul Escapes frSaul Escapes from the Jeom the Jewsws
2323 After many days had passed, the Jews arranged to

kill him. 2424 But their scheme was known by Saul. They
watched the gates day and night to kill him. 2525 But the
disciples took him by night, and lowered him in a bas-
ket through the wall.

Saul in JerusalemSaul in Jerusalem
2626 When Saul had come to Jerusalem, he tried to join

the disciples. But they all feared him, not believing he
was a disciple. 2727 But Barnabas took him, and led him
to the apostles, and declared to them how on the road
he had seen the Lord, and that He had spoken to him,
and how he had boldly preached in Damascus in the
name of Jesus. 2828 So he stayed with them while coming
in and going out of Jerusalem. 2929 And he spoke boldly
in the name of the Lord Jesus and disputed against the
Hellenists. But they tried to kill him. 3030 When the broth-
ers learned this, they brought him down to Caesarea,
and sent him off to Tarsus.
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3131 Then the churches throughout all Judea and
Galilee and Samaria had peace and were built up. And
walking in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of
the Holy Spirit, they were multiplied.

The Healing of AeneasThe Healing of Aeneas
3232 As Peter passed through every region, he came

down also to the saints who lived in Lydda. 3333 There he
found a man named Aeneas, who had been bedridden
for eight years and was paralyzed. 3434 Peter said to him,
“Aeneas, Jesus the Christ heals you. Rise up and make
your bed.” And immediately he rose up. 3535 All those
who lived in Lydda and Sharon saw him and turned to
the Lord.

DorDorcas Restorcas Restored to Lifeed to Life
3636 In Joppa there was a disciple named Tabitha, which

is translated Dorcas. This woman was full of good
works and almsgiving. 3737 In those days she became ill
and died. And when they had washed her, they placed
her in an upper room. 3838 Since Lydda was near Joppa,
the disciples, hearing that Peter was there, sent two
men to him, pleading, “Do not delay to come to us.”

3939 Peter rose up and went with them. When he ar-
rived, they led him into the upper room. All the wid-
ows stood by him weeping, and showing the tunics
and garments which Dorcas had made while she was
with them.

4040 Peter put them all outside and knelt down and
prayed. And turning to the body he said, “Tabitha,
arise.” She opened her eyes, and when she saw Peter
she sat up. 4141 He gave her his hand and lifted her up.
And when he had called the saints and widows, he
presented her alive. 4242 It became known throughout all
Joppa, and many believed in the Lord. 4343 He remained
in Joppa for many days with Simon, a tanner.

Peter and CorneliusPeter and Cornelius

In Caesarea there was a man named Cornelius,
the centurion †† of a band of soldiers called the

Italian Detachment, 22 a devout man and one who
feared God with all his household, who gave many
alms to the people and continually prayed to God.
33 About the ninth hour of the day he saw clearly in a vi-
sion an angel of God coming in and saying to him,
“Cornelius.”

44 When he looked at him he was afraid, and said,
“What is it, Lord?”

He said to him, “Your prayers and your alms have
come up as a memorial before God. 55 Now send men
to Joppa, and bring back Simon whose surname is Pe-
ter. 66 He is lodging with Simon, a tanner, whose house
is by the sea. He will tell you what you must do.”

77 When the angel who spoke to him had departed,
Cornelius called two of his household servants and a
devout soldier from among those who continually

† Commander with the rank of captain over 100 soldiers.

waited on him. 88 When he had explained everything to
them, he sent them to Joppa.

99 The next day as they went on their journey and
drew near the city, Peter went up on the housetop to
pray about the sixth hour. 1010 He became very hungry
and desired to eat. But while they prepared a meal, he
fell into a trance 1111 and saw heaven opened, and a ves-
sel like a great sheet, tied at the four corners, de-
scending to him, and let down to the earth. 1212 In it
were all kinds of four-footed animals of the earth and
wild beasts and reptiles and birds of the air. 1313 Then a
voice came to him, “Rise, Peter; kill and eat.”

1414 Peter said, “Not at all, Lord. For I have never eaten
anything that is common or unclean.”

1515 The voice spoke to him a second time: “What God
has cleansed, do not call common.”

1616 This happened three times. And again the vessel
was taken up into heaven.

1717 Now while Peter wondered what this vision which
he had seen might mean, the men who were sent by
Cornelius had inquired for Simon’s house and stood at
the gate, 1818 and called and asked whether Simon, who
was surnamed Peter, was lodging there.

1919 While Peter thought about the vision, the Spirit
said to him, “Three men are looking for you. 2020 So rise
and go down, and go with them, doubting nothing.
For I have sent them.”

2121 Then Peter went down to the men who were sent
to him by Cornelius and said, “Here I am, the one you
are seeking. Why have you come?”

2222 They said, “Cornelius, a centurion, a man who is
righteous and fears God and is of good report
throughout the nation of the Jews, was directed by a
holy angel to summon you to his house to hear your
words.” 2323 Then he invited them in and gave them
lodging.

The next day Peter went with them, and some broth-
ers from Joppa accompanied him. 2424 And the next day
they entered Caesarea. Cornelius was waiting for them
and had called together his relatives and close friends.
2525 As Peter entered the house, Cornelius met him and
fell down at his feet and worshipped him. 2626 But Peter
lifted him up, saying, “Stand up. I myself am a man.”

2727 As he talked with him, he went in and found many
who had come together. 2828 He said to them, “You know
how unlawful it is for a Jew to visit or approach a for-
eigner. But God has shown me not to call any man
common or unclean. 2929 So when I was sent for, I came
without question. Therefore I ask why you have sent
for me.”

3030 Cornelius said, “Four days ago I was fasting until
this hour. At the ninth hour I prayed in my house, and
suddenly a man stood before me in bright clothing,
3131 and said, ‘Cornelius, your prayer has been heard,
and your alms are remembered before God. 3232 There-
fore send to Joppa for Simon, whose surname is Peter.
He is lodging in the house of Simon, a tanner, by the
sea. When he comes, he will speak to you.’ 3333 So imme-
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diately I sent for you, and you have done well to come.
Now therefore we are all here, present before God, to
hear everything the Lord has commanded you.”

Peter Speaks in Cornelius’ HousePeter Speaks in Cornelius’ House
3434 Then Peter began to speak, saying, “Truthfully, I

perceive that God is no respecter of persons. 3535 But in
every nation he who fears Him and works righteous-
ness is accepted by Him. 3636 The word which He sent to
the children of Israel, preaching peace through Jesus
Christ, who is Lord of all, 3737 the word, which you know,
that was proclaimed throughout all Judea, beginning
from Galilee after the baptism which John preached:
3838 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy
Spirit and with power, who went about doing good
and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for
God was with Him.

3939 “We are witnesses of all that He did both in the
land of the Jews and in Jerusalem, whom they killed by
hanging on a tree. 4040 But God raised Him on the third
day and presented Him publicly, 4141 not to all the peo-
ple, but to witnesses previously chosen by God, to us
who ate and drank with Him after He rose from the
dead. 4242 He commanded us to preach to the people
and to testify that it is He who was ordained by God to
be the Judge of the living and the dead. 4343 To Him all
the prophets bear witness that whoever believes in
Him will receive remission of sins through His name.”

Gentiles Receive the Holy SpiritGentiles Receive the Holy Spirit
4444 While Peter was still speaking these words, the

Holy Spirit fell on all those who heard the word. 4545 All
the believers of the circumcision who had come with
Peter were astonished, because the gift of the Holy
Spirit had been poured out even on the Gentiles. 4646 For
they heard them speaking in other tongues and mag-
nifying God.

Then Peter continued, 4747 “Can anyone forbid water
for baptizing these, who have received the Holy Spirit
as we have?” 4848 So he commanded them to be baptized
in the name of the Lord. Then they asked him to stay a
few days.

PeterPeter’’s Report to the Churs Report to the Church in Jerusalemch in Jerusalem

The apostles and the brothers throughout
Judea heard that the Gentiles also had received

the word of God. 22 So when Peter went up to
Jerusalem, those who were circumcised disputed with
him, 33 saying, “You went in and ate with uncircumcised
men!”

44 Peter began explaining it to them in order, saying,
55 “I was in the city of Joppa praying. And in a trance I
saw a vision: A vessel like a great sheet was descend-
ing, let down from heaven by four corners, and it
came to me. 66 I considered what I had observed and
saw four-footed creatures and wild beasts and reptiles

and birds of the air. 77 Then I heard a voice saying to
me, ‘Rise, Peter; kill and eat.’

88 “I said, ‘Not at all, Lord. For nothing common or un-
clean has at any time entered my mouth.’

99 “The voice answered from heaven a second time,
‘What God has cleansed, do not call common.’ 1010 This
happened three times. And again everything was tak-
en up into heaven.

1111 “And immediately three men sent from Caesarea
to me came to the house where I was. 1212 The Spirit told
me to go with them without hesitation. Moreover
these six brothers came with me, and we entered the
man’s house. 1313 He told us how he had seen an angel
in his house, who stood and said to him, ‘Send men to
Joppa, and call for Simon whose surname is Peter.
1414 He will speak words to you by which you and all your
household will be saved.’

1515 “As I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell on them,
as He fell on us at the beginning. 1616 Then I remem-
bered the word of the Lord, how He said, ‘John indeed
baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the
Holy Spirit.’ ††1717 If then God gave them the same gift as
He gave us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ,
who was I to be able to hinder God?”

1818 When they heard these things, they were silent.
And they glorified God, saying, “Then God has granted
to the Gentiles also repentance unto life.”

The ChurThe Church in Antiochch in Antioch
1919 Now those who were scattered by the persecution

that arose over Stephen traveled as far as Phoenicia
and Cyprus and Antioch, preaching the word to no one
except Jews. 2020 Some of them were men of Cyprus and
Cyrene, who, when they had come to Antioch, spoke
to the Hellenists, preaching the Lord Jesus. 2121 The hand
of the Lord was with them, and a great number be-
lieved and turned to the Lord.

2222 News of these things came to the ears of the
church which was in Jerusalem, and they sent Barn-
abas to Antioch. 2323 When he arrived and saw the grace
of God, he rejoiced and exhorted them all to remain
with the Lord with a loyal heart. 2424 For he was a good
man, full of the Holy Spirit and of faith. And many peo-
ple were added to the Lord.

2525 Then Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul.
2626 When he had found him, he brought him to Antioch.
For a whole year they met with the church and taught
a considerable crowd. And the disciples were first
called Christians in Antioch.

2727 In these days prophets came down from Jerusalem
to Antioch. 2828 One of them, named Agabus, stood up
and prophesied by the Spirit that there would be a
great famine throughout all the world, which came to
pass in the days of Claudius Caesar. 2929 Then every dis-
ciple, according to his ability, determined to send relief
to the brothers who lived in Judea. 3030 Indeed they did,

† Ac 1:5.
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and sent it to the elders by the hands of Barnabas and
Saul.

James Killed and Peter ImprisonedJames Killed and Peter Imprisoned

About that time King Herod extended his hands
to harm certain ones from the church. 22 He

killed James the brother of John with the sword. 33 See-
ing that it pleased the Jews, he proceeded further to
arrest Peter also. This happened during the Days of
Unleavened Bread. 44 When he had seized him, he put
him in prison and handed him over to four squads of
soldiers to guard him, intending to bring him before
the people after the Passover.

55 So Peter was kept in prison. But the church prayed
to God without ceasing for him.

Peter DeliverPeter Delivered Fred From Prisonom Prison
66 The very night when Herod would have brought

him out, Peter was sleeping between two soldiers,
bound with two chains. And the guards before the
door were securing the prison. 77 And suddenly an an-
gel of the Lord approached him, and a light shone in
the prison. He struck Peter on the side and woke him
up, saying, “Rise up, quickly.” And the chains fell off his
hands.

88 Then the angel said to him, “Dress yourself and put
your sandals on.” And he did so. Then he said to him,
“Wrap your cloak around you and follow me.” 99 He
went out and followed him, and did not know that
what was done by the angel was real, but thought he
was seeing a vision. 1010 When they had passed the first
and the second guards, they came to the iron gate
leading to the city, which opened to them by itself.
And they went out and went forward one street. And
immediately the angel left him.

1111 When Peter had come to himself, he said, “Now I
certainly know that the Lord has sent His angel and
delivered me from the hand of Herod and from all that
the Jewish people were expecting.”

1212 Realizing this, he came to the house of Mary, the
mother of John, whose other name was Mark, where
many were gathered together praying. 1313 As Peter
knocked at the door of the porch, a servant girl named
Rhoda came to answer. 1414 When she recognized Peter’s
voice, from joy she did not open the door, but ran in
and announced that Peter was standing at the door.

1515 They said to her, “You are insane.” But she insisted
that it was really so. So they said, “It is his angel.”

1616 But Peter continued knocking. And when they
opened the door and saw him, they were astonished.
1717 Motioning to them with his hand to be quiethe de-
scribed to them how the Lord had led him out of the
prison. And he said, “Go, tell these things to James and
to the brothers.” Then he departed and went to anoth-
er place.

1818 Now when day came, there was a great distur-
bance among the soldiers about what had become of

Peter. 1919 When Herod had searched for him and did
not find him, he examined the guards and command-
ed that they should be put to death.

Then he went down from Judea to Caesarea, and
stayed there.

The Death of HerThe Death of Herodod
2020 Now Herod was very angry with the people of Tyre

and Sidon. But they came to him in unity, and having
made Blastus, the king’s personal servant, their friend,
they asked for peace, because their country was fed
by the king’s country.

2121 On an appointed day, Herod, dressed in royal ap-
parel, sat on his throne and gave a public speech to
them. 2222 The mob shouted, “It is the voice of a god,
and not of a man!” 2323 Immediately an angel of the Lord
struck him, because he did not give God the glory. And
he was eaten by worms and died.

2424 But the word of God spread and increased.
2525 When Barnabas and Saul had fulfilled their min-

istry, they returned from Jerusalem and took with
them John, whose surname was Mark.

Barnabas and Saul CommissionedBarnabas and Saul Commissioned

In the church that was in Antioch there were
prophets and teachers: Barnabas, Simeon who

was called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen who had
been brought up with Herod the tetrarch, and Saul.
22 As they worshipped the Lord and fasted, the Holy
Spirit said, “Set apart for Me Barnabas and Saul for the
work to which I have called them.” 33 Then after fasting
and praying, they laid their hands on them and sent
them off.

The Apostles PrThe Apostles Preach in Cypruseach in Cyprus
44 So, being sent out by the Holy Spirit, they went

down to Seleucia, and from there they sailed to
Cyprus. 55 When they arrived at Salamis, they preached
the word of God in the synagogues of the Jews. And
they had John as an assistant.

66 When they had gone through the whole island to
Paphos, they found a certain sorcerer, a Jewish false
prophet, whose name was Bar-Jesus, 77 who was with
the proconsul, Sergius Paulus, an intelligent man. This
man called for Barnabas and Saul and sought to hear
the word of God. 88 But Elymas the sorcerer (which is
his name by interpretation) opposed them, trying to
divert the proconsul from the faith. 99 Then Saul, who
also is called Paul, filled with the Holy Spirit, stared at
him and said, 1010 “You son of the devil, enemy of all
righteousness, full of deceit and of all fraud, will you
not cease perverting the right ways of the Lord?
1111 Now, look! The hand of the Lord is against you, and
you shall be blind, not seeing the sun for a time.”

Immediately mist and darkness fell on him, and he
went about seeking someone to lead him by the hand.
1212 When the proconsul saw what had happened, he be-

ACTS 12:2 795 ACTS 13:12



1414

lieved and was astonished at the doctrine of the Lord.

Paul and Barnabas in Antioch of PisidiaPaul and Barnabas in Antioch of Pisidia
1313 Now when Paul and his companions set sail from

Paphos, they came to Perga in Pamphylia. And John
departed from them and returned to Jerusalem. 1414 But
they departed from Perga and came to Antioch in Pi-
sidia. And they went into the synagogue on the Sab-
bath day and sat down. 1515 After the reading from the
Law and the Prophets, the rulers of the synagogue
sent word to them, saying, “Brothers, if you have any
word of exhortation for the people, say it.”

1616 Then Paul stood up, and motioning with his hand
said: “Men of Israel, and you who fear God, listen.
1717 The God of this people of Israel chose our fathers,
and exalted the people when they lived as foreigners
in the land of Egypt, and with great power He led
them out of it. 1818 For about forty years He endured
their conduct in the desert. 1919 When He had destroyed
seven nations in the land of Canaan, He gave them
their land as an inheritance by lot.

2020 “After about four hundred and fifty years, God
gave them judges until Samuel the prophet. 2121 Then
they requested a king. And God gave them Saul the
son of Kish, a man of the tribe of Benjamin, for forty
years. 2222 When He had removed him, He raised up
David to be their king, of whom He testified, saying, ‘I
have found David †† the son of Jesse, a man after My
own heart, who will fulfill My entire will.’ ††††

2323 “From this man’s descendants God has raised a
Savior for Israel, Jesus, according to His promise. 2424 Be-
fore His coming John had preached a baptism of re-
pentance to all the people of Israel. 2525 As John was ful-
filling his course, he said, ‘Who do you think I am? I am
not He. But look! He is coming after me, the sandals of
whose feet I am not worthy to untie.’ ‡‡

2626 “Brothers, sons of the family of Abraham, and
those of you who fear God, the word of this salvation
has been sent to us. 2727 Because those who live in
Jerusalem, and their rulers, did not know Him, in con-
demning Him they have fulfilled the voices of the
Prophets which are read every Sabbath. 2828 Though
they found in Him no cause worthy of death, yet they
asked Pilate to have Him killed. 2929 When they had ful-
filled all that was written of Him, they took Him down
from the tree and placed Him in a tomb. 3030 But God
raised Him from the dead, 3131 and for many days He ap-
peared to those who came up with Him from Galilee to
Jerusalem, who are now His witnesses to the people.

3232 “We preach to you good news: The promise which
was made to the fathers, 3333 God has fulfilled to us,
their children, raising Jesus. As it is written in the sec-
ond Psalm:
‘You are My Son;
today I have become Your Father.’ ‡†‡†

3434 That He raised Him from the dead, no more to re-
turn to corruption, He has spoken in this way:

† Ps 89:20. †† 1Sa 13:14. ‡ Jn 1:20, 27. ‡† Ps 2:7.

‘I will give You the holy and sure blessings of David.’ ‡‡‡‡
3535 So He says in another Psalm:
‘You will not let Your Holy One see decay.’ ‡‡†‡‡†
3636 “For after David had served by the counsel of God

in his own generation, he fell asleep, was buried with
his fathers, and saw decay. 3737 But He whom God raised
up saw no decay.

3838 “Therefore, brothers, let it be known to you that
through this Man forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to
you, 3939 and by Him everyone who believes is justified
from everything from which you could not be justified
by the Law of Moses. 4040 Therefore beware, lest what is
spoken of in the prophets come upon you:

4141 ‘Look, you scoffers,
marvel and perish!

For I will perform a work in your days
which you will never believe,
even if someone declares it to you.’ ‡‡‡‡‡‡”

4242 When Paul and Barnabas went out of the syna-
gogue, the Gentiles asked that these words might be
preached to them the next Sabbath. 4343 When the con-
gregation was dismissed, many of the Jews and devout
proselytes followed Paul and Barnabas, who spoke to
them and urged them to continue in the grace of God.

4444 On the next Sabbath almost the whole city assem-
bled to hear the word of God. 4545 But when the Jews
saw the crowds, they were filled with jealousy, blas-
pheming and contradicting what Paul was saying.

4646 Then Paul and Barnabas boldly said, “It was neces-
sary that the word of God should be spoken to you
first. But seeing you reject it, and judge yourselves un-
worthy of eternal life, we are turning to the Gentiles.
4747 For thus has the Lord commanded us:
‘I have established you to be a light of the Gentiles,
that you may bring salvation to the ends of the

earth.’ §§”
4848 When the Gentiles heard this, they were glad and

glorified the word of the Lord. And all who were or-
dained to eternal life believed.

4949 The word of the Lord was spread throughout the
entire region. 5050 But the Jews stirred up the devout and
honorable women and the chief men of the city, and
raised up persecution against Paul and Barnabas, and
drove them from their region. 5151 So they shook off the
dust of their feet against them and went to Iconium.
5252 And the disciples were filled with joy and with the
Holy Spirit.

Paul and Barnabas in IconiumPaul and Barnabas in Iconium

At Iconium they entered the synagogue of the
Jews together and so spoke that a great crowd

of both Jews and Greeks believed. 22 But the unbeliev-
ing Jews stirred up the Gentiles and embittered their
minds against the brothers. 33 So they continued there
a long time, speaking boldly for the Lord, who bore
witness to His gracious word, granting signs and won-
ders to be done by their hands. 44 But the people of the

‡‡ Isa 55:3. ‡‡† Ps 16:10. ‡‡‡ Hab 1:5. § Isa 42:6; 49:6.
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city were divided. Some sided with the Jews, and oth-
ers with the apostles. 55 When an assault was planned
by both Gentiles and Jews, with their leaders, to attack
them and to stone them, 66 they learned of it and fled
to Lystra and Derbe, cities of Lycaonia, and to the sur-
rounding region. 77 And there they preached the
gospel.

Paul and Barnabas in LystrPaul and Barnabas in Lystraa
88 In Lystra there sat a man, crippled in his feet, who

had never walked and was lame from birth. 99 He heard
Paul speaking, who looked intently at him and per-
ceived that he had faith to be healed 1010 and said with a
loud voice, “Stand upright on your feet.” And he
jumped up and walked.

1111 When the crowds saw what Paul had done, they
lifted up their voices, saying in Lycaonian, “The gods
have come down to us in the likeness of men!” 1212 Barn-
abas they called Zeus, and Paul they called Hermes,
because he was the main speaker. 1313 The priest of
Zeus, who was in front of the city, brought bulls and
garlands to the gates to offer sacrifices with the
crowds.

1414 But when the apostles Barnabas and Paul heard
this, they tore their clothes and rushed out into the
crowd, crying out, 1515 “Men, why are you doing this? We
also are men, of like nature with you, preaching to you
to turn from these vain things to the living God, who
made the heaven and the earth and the sea, and
everything that is in them, 1616 who in times past allowed
all nations to walk in their own ways. 1717 Yet He did not
leave Himself without witness, for He did good and
gave us rain from heaven and fruitful seasons, satisfy-
ing our hearts with food and gladness.” 1818 With these
words they scarcely restrained the crowds from sacri-
ficing to them.

1919 Then some Jews from Antioch and Iconium came
there and persuaded the crowds. They stoned Paul
and dragged him out of the city, supposing he was
dead. 2020 But as the disciples gathered around him, he
rose up and went into the city. The next day he depart-
ed with Barnabas for Derbe.

The Return to Antioch in SyriaThe Return to Antioch in Syria
2121 When they had preached the gospel to that city

and had made many disciples, they returned to Lystra
and to Iconium and to Antioch, 2222 strengthening the
minds of the disciples and exhorting them to continue
in the faith, to go through many afflictions and thus
enter the kingdom of God. 2323 When they had appoint-
ed elders for them in every church, with prayer and
fasting, they commended them to the Lord in whom
they believed. 2424 Then they passed throughout Pisidia
and came to Pamphylia, 2525 and when they had
preached the word in Perga, they went down into At-
talia.

2626 From there they sailed to Antioch, where they had
been commended to the grace of God for the work
which they had completed. 2727 When they arrived and
had assembled the church, they reported what God
had done through them and how He had opened the
door of faith to the Gentiles. 2828 And there they stayed a
long time with the disciples.

The Council in JerusalemThe Council in Jerusalem

Some men came down from Judea and were
teaching the brothers, “Unless you are circum-

cised in the tradition of Moses, you cannot be saved.”
22 Therefore when Paul and Barnabas had no small dis-
sension and dispute with them, they determined that
Paul and Barnabas, and certain others among them,
should go up to Jerusalem to the apostles and elders
about this question. 33 So being sent on their way by
the church, they passed through Phoenicia and
Samaria, declaring the conversion of the Gentiles, and
they brought great joy to all the brothers. 44 When they
arrived in Jerusalem, they were welcomed by the
church and the apostles and the elders, and they de-
clared what God had done through them.

55 Then some believers of the sect of the Pharisees
rose up, saying, “It is necessary to circumcise them,
and to command them to keep the Law of Moses.”

66 The apostles and elders assembled to consider this
matter. 77 After much disputing, Peter rose up and said
to them, “Brothers, you know that some time ago God
decided among us, that by my mouth the Gentiles
should hear the word of the gospel and believe. 88 God,
who knows the heart, approved of them, giving them
the Holy Spirit just as He did to us, 99 and made no dis-
tinction between them and us, and purified their
hearts by faith. 1010 Now then, why test God by putting a
yoke upon the neck of the disciples, which neither our
fathers nor we have been able to bear? 1111 But we be-
lieve that through the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ
we shall be saved, even as they.”

1212 The entire assembly remained silent and listened
to Barnabas and Paul declaring what signs and won-
ders God had done through them among the Gentiles.
1313 After they had become silent, James answered,
“Brothers, listen to me. 1414 Simon has declared how God
first visited the Gentiles to take from among them a
people for His name. 1515 With this the words of the
prophets agree. As it is written:

1616 ‘After this I will return,
and I will rebuild the tabernacle of David, which has

fallen;
I will rebuild its ruins,
and I will set it up; ††

1717 that the rest of men may seek the Lord,
and all the Gentiles who are called by My name, ††††

says the Lord who does all these things.’ ‡‡

† Am 9:11; Jer 12:15. †† Am 9:12; Dt 28:10; Isa 63:19; Jer 14:9;
Da 9:19. ‡ Am 9:11–12.
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1818 Known to God are all His works since the begin-
ning of the world.

1919 “Therefore my judgment is that we should not
trouble those of the Gentiles who are turning to God,
2020 but that we write to them to abstain from food of-
fered to idols, from sexual immorality, from strangled
animals, and from blood. 2121 For Moses has had in every
city since early generations those who preach him, be-
ing read in the synagogues every Sabbath.”

The Reply of the CouncilThe Reply of the Council
2222 Then it pleased the apostles and the elders, with

the whole church, to send chosen men from among
them to Antioch with Paul and Barnabas, namely, Ju-
das called Barsabas, and Silas, leading men among
the brothers. 2323 They wrote this letter by their hand:

The apostles and the elders and the brothers,
To the brothers who are of the Gentiles in Antioch

and Syria and Cilicia:
Greetings.
2424 Since we have heard that some of us, whom we

did not commission, have gone out and have troubled
you with words, unsettling your minds, saying, “You
must be circumcised and keep the law,” 2525 it seemed
good to us, being assembled in unity, to send chosen
men to you with our beloved Barnabas and Paul,
2626 men who have risked their lives for the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ. 2727 Therefore we have sent Judas and
Silas, who will also speak to you, saying the same
things. 2828 For it seemed good to the Holy Spirit and to
us to put on you no greater burden than these neces-
sary things: 2929 Abstain from food offered to idols, from
sexual immorality, from strangled animals, and from
blood. If you keep yourselves from these, you will do
well.

Farewell.
3030 So when they were dismissed, they went down to

Antioch. And when they had assembled the congrega-
tion, they delivered the letter. 3131 When they had read it,
they rejoiced over the exhortation. 3232 Judas and Silas,
being prophets themselves, exhorted the brothers
with many words and strengthened them. 3333 After they
had remained there for a time, they were sent off in
peace by the brothers to the apostles. 3434 But it seemed
good to Silas to remain there. 3535 And Paul and Barn-
abas remained in Antioch, teaching and preaching the
word of the Lord, with many others also.

Paul and Barnabas SeparPaul and Barnabas Separateate
3636 After some days Paul said to Barnabas, “Let us re-

turn and visit our brothers in every city where we
preached the word of the Lord and see how they are
doing.” 3737 Barnabas determined to take with them
John, who was called Mark. 3838 But Paul thought it was
not good to take with them one who had withdrawn
from them in Pamphylia and had not gone with them
to the work. 3939 Then there arose a sharp contention, so

that they separated from each other. Barnabas took
Mark and sailed to Cyprus, 4040 but Paul chose Silas and
departed, being commended by the brothers to the
grace of God. 4141 And he went through Syria and Cilicia,
strengthening the churches.

Timothy Accompanies Paul and SilasTimothy Accompanies Paul and Silas

Then he came to Derbe and then to Lystra. A
disciple was there, named Timothy, the son of a

Jewess who believed, but his father was a Greek. 22 He
was well spoken of by the brothers who were at Lystra
and Iconium. 33 Paul wanted him to travel with him. So
he took him and circumcised him because of the Jews
who were in those places, for they all knew that his fa-
ther was a Greek. 44 As they went through the cities,
they delivered to them the decrees to observe, that
were set forth by the apostles and elders at Jerusalem.
55 So the churches were strengthened in the faith, and
increased in number daily.

Paul’Paul’s Vision of the Macedonians Vision of the Macedonian
66 They went through the region of Phrygia and Gala-

tia and were forbidden by the Holy Spirit to speak the
word in Asia. 77 When they came near Mysia, they tried
to go into Bithynia, but the Spirit did not allow them.
88 So they passed by Mysia and went down to Troas.
99 During the night a vision appeared to Paul: A man of
Macedonia stood and pleaded with him, saying,
“Come over to Macedonia and help us.” 1010 After he had
seen the vision, immediately we sought to go into
Macedonia, concluding that the Lord had called us to
preach the gospel to them.

The Conversion of LydiaThe Conversion of Lydia
1111 From Troas we set sail on a straight course to

Samothrace and the next day to Neapolis, 1212 and from
there to Philippi, which is the main city of that part of
Macedonia, and a colony. We stayed in this city several
days.

1313 On the Sabbath we went out of the city to a river-
side, where prayer was customarily offered. And we
sat down and spoke to the women who had assem-
bled. 1414 A woman named Lydia, a seller of purple fabric
of the city of Thyatira, who worshipped God, heard us.
The Lord opened her heart to acknowledge what Paul
said. 1515 When she and her household were baptized,
she entreated us, saying, “If you have judged me to be
faithful to the Lord, come to my house and remain
there.” And she persuaded us.

The Imprisonment in PhilippiThe Imprisonment in Philippi
1616 On one occasion, as we went to the place of

prayer, a servant girl possessed with a spirit of divina-
tion met us, who brought her masters much profit by
fortune-telling. 1717 She followed Paul and us, shouting,
“These men are servants of the Most High God, who
proclaim to us the way of salvation.” 1818 She did this for
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many days. But becoming greatly troubled, Paul
turned to the spirit and said, “I command you in the
name of Jesus Christ to come out of her.” And it came
out at that moment.

1919 When her masters saw that the hope of their prof-
its was gone, they seized Paul and Silas, and dragged
them into the marketplace to the rulers. 2020 And they
brought them to the magistrates, saying, “These men,
being Jews, greatly trouble our city 2121 and teach cus-
toms which are not lawful for us, being Romans, to re-
ceive or observe.”

2222 The crowd rose up together against them. And the
magistrates tore the garments off them and gave or-
ders to beat them. 2323 After they had laid many stripes
on them, they threw them into prison, commanding
the jailer to guard them securely. 2424 Having received
such an order, he threw them into the inner prison
and fastened their feet in the stocks.

2525 At midnight Paul and Silas were praying and
singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were listen-
ing to them. 2626 Suddenly there was a great earthquake,
so that the foundations of the prison were shaken.
And immediately all the doors were opened and every-
one’s shackles were loosened. 2727 When the jailer awoke
and saw the prison doors open, he drew his sword and
would have killed himself, supposing that the prison-
ers had escaped. 2828 But Paul shouted, “Do not harm
yourself, for we are all here.”

2929 He called for lights and rushed in, trembling, and
fell down before Paul and Silas. 3030 He then led them
out and asked, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?”

3131 They said, “Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, and
you and your household will be saved.” 3232 And they
spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who were
in his household. 3333 In that hour of the night he took
them and washed their wounds. And immediately he
and his entire household were baptized. 3434 Then he
brought them up to his house and set food before
them. And he rejoiced with his entire household be-
lieving in God.

3535 When it was day, the magistrates sent the
sergeants, saying, “Release those men.” 3636 The prison
guard reported these words to Paul, saying, “The mag-
istrates have sent to release you. Now therefore de-
part, and go in peace.”

3737 But Paul said to them, “They have publicly beaten
us, who are uncondemned Romans, and have thrown
us into prison. And now do they secretly throw us out?
Certainly not! Let them come themselves and bring us
out.”

3838 The sergeants reported these words to the magis-
trates, and they were afraid when they heard that they
were Romans. 3939 So they came and entreated them.
And they brought them out, asking them to leave the
city. 4040 They went out of the prison and entered the
house of Lydia. When they had seen the brothers, they
exhorted them and departed.

The UprThe Uproar in Thessalonicaoar in Thessalonica

When they had traveled through Amphipolis
and Apollonia, they came to Thessalonica,

where there was a synagogue of the Jews. 22 According
to his custom, Paul went in, and on three Sabbaths he
lectured to them from the Scriptures, 33 explaining and
proving that the Christ had to suffer and to rise from
the dead, and saying, “This Jesus, whom I preach to
you, is the Christ.” 44 Some of them were persuaded
and joined with Paul and Silas, including a great crowd
of devout Greeks and many leading women.

55 But the Jews who did not believe became jealous
and, taking some evil men from the marketplace,
gathered a crowd, stirred up the city, and attacked the
house of Jason, trying to bring them out to the mob.
66 But when they did not find them, they dragged Jason
and some brothers to the city officials, crying out,
“These men who have turned the world upside down
have come here also, 77 and Jason has received them.
They are all acting contrary to the decrees of Caesar,
saying that there is another king, Jesus.” 88 They trou-
bled the crowd and the city officials when they heard
these things. 99 When they had taken a bail payment
from Jason and the rest, they released them.

The Apostles in BerThe Apostles in Bereaea
1010 The brothers immediately sent Paul and Silas away

by night to Berea. When they arrived, they went into
the synagogue of the Jews. 1111 These were more noble
than those in Thessalonica, for they received the word
with all eagerness, daily examining the Scriptures, to
find out if these things were so. 1212 Therefore many of
them believed, including honorable Greek women and
many Greek men.

1313 But when the Jews of Thessalonica learned that the
word of God was preached by Paul at Berea, they
came there also, stirring up the crowds. 1414 The broth-
ers immediately sent Paul away to the sea. But Silas
and Timothy remained there. 1515 Those who escorted
Paul brought him to Athens and departed with instruc-
tions for Silas and Timothy to come to him quickly.

Paul in AthensPaul in Athens
1616 While Paul waited for them in Athens, his spirit

was provoked within him as he saw that the city was
full of idols. 1717 Therefore he disputed in the synagogue
with the Jews and the devout persons, and in the mar-
ketplace daily with those who happened to there.
1818 Then some of the Epicurean and Stoic philosophers
encountered him. And some said, “What will this bab-
bler say?” Others said, “He seems to be a proclaimer of
foreign gods,” because he preached Jesus and the res-
urrection to them. 1919 They took hold of him and led
him to the Areopagus, saying, “May we know what this
new doctrine is of which you speak? 2020 For you are
bringing strange things to our ears. Therefore we

ACTS 16:19 799 ACTS 17:20



1818

want to know what these things mean.” 2121 For all the
Athenians and foreigners who lived there spent their
time in nothing else, but either telling or hearing
something new.

2222 Then Paul stood in the middle of the Areopagus,
and said: “Men of Athens, I perceive that in all things
you are very religious. 2323 For as I passed by and looked
up at your objects of worship, I found an altar with
this inscription:

TO THE UNKNOWN GOD.
Whom you therefore unknowingly worship, Him I pro-
claim to you.

2424 “God who made the world and all things in it, be-
ing Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in temples
made by hands. 2525 Nor is He served by men’s hands, as
though He needed anything, since He gives all men
life and breath and all things. 2626 He has made from one
blood every nation of men to live on the entire face of
the earth, having appointed fixed times and the
boundaries of their habitation, 2727 that they should seek
the Lord so perhaps they might reach for Him and find
Him, though He is not far from each one of us. 2828 ‘For
in Him we live and move and have our being.’ As some
of your own poets have said, ‘We are His offspring.’

2929 “Therefore since we are the offspring of God, we
ought not to suppose that the Deity is like gold or sil-
ver or stone or an engraved work of art or an image of
the reflection of man. 3030 God overlooked the times of
ignorance, but now He commands all men everywhere
to repent. 3131 For He has appointed a day on which He
will judge the world in righteousness by a Man whom
He has appointed, having given assurance of this to all
men by raising Him from the dead.”

3232 When they heard of the resurrection of the dead,
some scoffed. But others said, “We will hear you again
concerning this matter.” 3333 So Paul departed from
them. 3434 However, some men joined him and believed.
Among them were Dionysius the Areopagite, and a
woman named Damaris, and others with them.

Paul in CorinthPaul in Corinth

After this, Paul left Athens and went to Corinth.
22 He found a Jew named Aquila, a native of Pon-

tus, who had recently come from Italy with his wife
Priscilla, because Claudius had commanded all the
Jews to leave Rome. And he went to them. 33 And be-
cause he was of the same trade, he remained with
them and worked, for they were tentmakers by trade.
44 He lectured in the synagogue every Sabbath and per-
suaded Jews and Greeks.

55 When Silas and Timothy came from Macedonia,
Paul was pressed by the Spirit and testified to the Jews
that Jesus was the Christ. 66 But when they opposed
him and blasphemed, he shook out his garments and
said to them, “Your blood be upon your heads. I am in-
nocent. From now on I will go to the Gentiles.”

77 Then he departed from there and entered the
house of a man named Justus, one who worshipped

God, whose house was next door to the synagogue.
88 Crispus, the ruler of the synagogue, believed in the
Lord with his entire household. And many of the
Corinthians, who heard, believed and were baptized.

99 The Lord spoke to Paul in the night through a vi-
sion, “Do not be afraid, but speak and do not be silent.
1010 For I am with you, and no one shall attack you and
hurt you, for I have many people in this city.” 1111 So for
a year and six months he sat among them, teaching
the word of God.

1212 When Gallio was proconsul of Achaia, the Jews in
unity attacked Paul and brought him to court, 1313 say-
ing, “This man is persuading men to worship God con-
trary to the law.”

1414 When Paul was about to speak, Gallio said to the
Jews, “O Jews, if it were a matter of a misdemeanor or
serious crime, I would rightly bear with you. 1515 But if it
is a question of words and names and your law, look
into it yourselves. For I do not intend to be a judge of
these matters.” 1616 So he drove them out of court.
1717 Then all the Greeks seized Sosthenes, the ruler of
the synagogue, and beat him before the judgment
seat. But none of these things mattered to Gallio.

Paul’Paul’s Return to Antiochs Return to Antioch
1818 Yet Paul remained many days. He had his hair cut

in Cenchrea, for he had taken a vow. Then, bidding
farewell to the brothers, he sailed to Syria, and Priscilla
and Aquila were with him. 1919 He arrived at Ephesus
and left them there. But he himself went into the syna-
gogue and lectured the Jews. 2020 When they asked him
to remain for a while longer, he did not consent, 2121 but,
bidding farewell, said, “I must by all means attend this
upcoming feast in Jerusalem, but I will return to you if
God wills.” And he set sail from Ephesus. 2222 When he
had landed at Caesarea, he went up and greeted the
church and then went down to Antioch.

2323 After spending some time there, he departed and
passed through the entire region of Galatia and Phry-
gia in sequence, strengthening all the disciples.

Apollos PrApollos Preaches in Ephesuseaches in Ephesus
2424 Meanwhile a Jew named Apollos, born in Alexan-

dria, who was an eloquent man and powerful in the
Scriptures, came to Ephesus. 2525 This man was instruct-
ed in the way of the Lord, knowing only the baptism of
John, but being fervent in spirit, he accurately spoke
and taught the things concerning the Lord. 2626 He be-
gan to speak boldly in the synagogue. When Aquila
and Priscilla heard him, they took him and explained
the way of God more accurately.

2727 When Apollos intended to pass into Achaia, the
brothers wrote to encourage the disciples to welcome
him. On arriving, he greatly helped those who had be-
lieved through grace. 2828 For he vehemently refuted the
Jews publicly, proving from the Scriptures that Jesus
was the Christ.
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Ephesians Receive the Holy SpiritEphesians Receive the Holy Spirit

While Apollos was at Corinth, Paul passed
through the upper regions and came to Eph-

esus. He found some disciples 22 and said to them,
“Have you received the Holy Spirit since you believed?”

They said to him, “No, we have not even heard that
there is a Holy Spirit.”

33 He said to them, “Into what then were you bap-
tized?”

They said, “Into John’s baptism.”
44 Paul said, “John indeed baptized with the baptism

of repentance, telling the people that they should be-
lieve in the One coming after him, that is, in Christ Je-
sus.” 55 When they heard this, they were baptized in the
name of the Lord Jesus. 66 When Paul had laid his hands
on them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and they
spoke in other tongues and prophesied. 77 There were
about twelve men in all.

88 He went into the synagogue and spoke boldly for
three months, lecturing and persuading concerning
the kingdom of God. 99 But when some were hardened
and did not believe, but spoke evil of the Way before
the crowd, he withdrew from them and took the disci-
ples, lecturing daily in the school of Tyrannus. 1010 This
continued for two years, so that all who lived in Asia
heard the word of the Lord Jesus, both Jews and
Greeks.

The Sons of SceThe Sons of Scevava
1111 God worked powerful miracles by the hands of

Paul. 1212 So handkerchiefs or aprons he had touched
were brought to the sick, and the diseases left them,
and the evil spirits went out of them.

1313 Then some of the itinerant Jewish exorcists in-
voked the name of the Lord Jesus over those who had
evil spirits, saying, “We command you to come out in
the name of Jesus whom Paul preaches.” 1414 There were
seven sons of a Jewish high priest named Sceva doing
this. 1515 The evil spirit answered, “I know Jesus, and I
know Paul, but who are you?” 1616 Then the man in
whom the evil spirit was jumped on them, overpow-
ered them, and prevailed against them, so that they
fled from that house naked and wounded.

1717 This became known to all Jews and Greeks living in
Ephesus. And fear fell on them all, and the name of
the Lord Jesus was magnified. 1818 Many who believed
came confessing and telling their deeds. 1919 Many who
practiced magic brought their books together and
burned them before everyone. They calculated their
value, which equaled fifty thousand drachmas. ††2020 So
the word of the Lord powerfully grew and spread.

The Riot in EphesusThe Riot in Ephesus
2121 After these things happened, Paul determined in

his spirit to pass through Macedonia and Achaia and
† A drachma was worth about a day’s wage.

go to Jerusalem, saying, “After I have been there, I
must also see Rome.” 2222 He sent two who ministered to
him, Timothy and Erastus, into Macedonia, but he de-
layed in Asia for a time.

2323 About that time great trouble arose about the
Way. 2424 For a silversmith named Demetrius, who made
silver shrines for Artemis, brought much business to
the craftsmen. 2525 He gathered them together with the
workmen of similar trades and said, “Men, you know
that by this trade we have our wealth. 2626 And you see
and hear, not only at Ephesus, but almost throughout
all Asia, that this Paul has persuaded and turned away
many people, saying that these things made by hands
are not gods. 2727 Now not only is our trade in danger of
coming into disrepute, but also the temple of the
great goddess Artemis, whom all Asia and the world
worship, may be discredited and her magnificence de-
stroyed.”

2828 When they heard this, they were full of anger and
cried out, “Great is Artemis of the Ephesians!” 2929 The
city was filled with confusion. And in unison they
seized Gaius and Aristarchus, Paul’s traveling compan-
ions from Macedonia, and rushed into the theater.
3030 When Paul intended to go in among the crowd, the
disciples would not let him. 3131 Even some of the rulers
of Asia, who were his friends, sent to him begging him
not to venture into the theater.

3232 The assembly was confused. Therefore some cried
out one thing and some another, and most of them
did not know why they had come together. 3333 The Jews
pushed Alexander to the front as the crowd prompted
him. Alexander motioned with his hand, wishing to
make his defense to the mob. 3434 But when they
learned that he was a Jew, for about two hours they all
with one voice cried out, “Great is Artemis of the Eph-
esians!”

3535 The city clerk quieted the crowd and said, “Men of
Ephesus, what man is there who does not know that
the city of the Ephesians is the guardian of the temple
of the great Artemis and of the image which fell from
heaven? 3636 Seeing then that these things are undeni-
able, you ought to be quiet and do nothing rash. 3737 For
you have brought these men here who are neither
temple robbers nor blasphemers of your goddess.
3838 So if Demetrius and the craftsmen who are with him
have a complaint against anyone, the courts are open
and there are proconsuls. Let them press charges
against one another. 3939 If you seek anything further, it
shall be settled in the legal assembly. 4040 For we are in
danger of being charged with rioting today, since
there is no reason we may give to account for this up-
roar.” 4141 When he had said this, he dismissed the as-
sembly.

Paul’Paul’s Journes Journey to Macedonia and Gry to Macedonia and Greeceeece

After the uproar ceased, Paul summoned the
disciples and embraced them and departed for

Macedonia. 22 When he had gone through that region
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and had greatly exhorted them, he arrived in Greece,
33 and stayed there three months. When the Jews plot-
ted against him as he was about to sail to Syria, he de-
cided to return through Macedonia. 44 Accompanying
him to Asia were Sopater of Berea, and Aristarchus
and Secundus of Thessalonica, Gaius of Derbe, and
Timothy, and Tychicus and Trophimus of Asia. 55 These
men went forward and waited for us at Troas. 66 But we
sailed away from Philippi after the Days of Unleavened
Bread, and after five days we came to them at Troas,
where we stayed for seven days.

Paul’Paul’s Fars Fareewell Visit to Twell Visit to Trroasoas
77 On the first day of the week, when the disciples

came together to break bread, Paul, ready to leave the
next day, preached to them and continued his mes-
sage until midnight. 88 There were many lamps in the
upper room where they were assembled. 99 A young
man named Eutychus sat in the window, falling into a
deep sleep as Paul spoke for a longer time. Being
overcome by sleep, he fell down from the third floor
and was taken up dead. 1010 Paul went down and leaned
over him, and embracing him said, “Do not be trou-
bled, for he is alive.” 1111 When he had gone up and had
broken bread and eaten, he conversed for a long while
until dawn and departed. 1212 They took the lad in alive
and were greatly comforted.

The VThe Vooyage Fryage From Tom Trroas to Miletusoas to Miletus
1313 We went ahead to the ship and sailed to Assos, in-

tending to take Paul on board there. For he had
arranged this, intending to go on foot. 1414 When he met
us at Assos, we took him on board and went to Mity-
lene. 1515 The day after sailing from there we arrived off
Chios. And the next day we crossed over to Samos and
stayed at Trogyllium, and the following day we came
to Miletus. 1616 Paul had decided to sail by Ephesus, to
avoid spending time in Asia. For he was hurrying so he
could be in Jerusalem, if possible, on the day of Pente-
cost.

Paul Speaks to the Ephesian EldersPaul Speaks to the Ephesian Elders
1717 From Miletus he sent to Ephesus for the elders of

the church. 1818 When they came to him, he said to
them, “You know how I always lived among you from
the first day that I came to Asia, 1919 serving the Lord
with all humility and with many tears and trials which
befell me through the plots of the Jews. 2020 I did not
keep from declaring what was beneficial to you, and
teaching you publicly and from house to house, 2121 tes-
tifying to both Jews and Greeks of repentance toward
God and of faith in our Lord Jesus Christ.

2222 “Now, compelled by the Spirit, I am going to
Jerusalem, not knowing what shall befall me there,
2323 except that the Holy Spirit testifies to me in every
city that imprisonment and afflictions await me. 2424 But
none of these things deter me. Nor do I count my life

of value to myself, so that I may joyfully finish my
course and the ministry which I have received from
the Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel of the grace of
God.

2525 “Now I know that all you, among whom I went pro-
claiming the kingdom of God, will see my face no
more. 2626 Therefore I testify to you this day that I am in-
nocent of the blood of all men. 2727 For I did not keep
from declaring to you the whole counsel of God.
2828 Therefore take heed to yourselves and to the entire
flock, over which the Holy Spirit has made you over-
seers, to shepherd the church of God which He pur-
chased with His own blood. 2929 For I know that after my
departure, dreadful wolves will enter among you, not
sparing the flock. 3030 Even from among you men will
arise speaking perverse things, to draw the disciples
away after them. 3131 Therefore watch, remembering
that for three years night and day I did not cease to
warn everyone with tears.

3232 “Now, brothers, I commend you to God and to the
word of His grace, which is able to build you up and
give you an inheritance among all who are sanctified.
3333 I have not coveted anyone’s silver or gold or cloth-
ing. 3434 Yes, you yourselves know that these hands have
provided for my necessities and for those who were
with me. 3535 In all things I have shown you how, work-
ing like this, you must help the weak, remembering
the words of the Lord Jesus, how He said, ‘It is more
blessed to give than to receive.’ ”

3636 Having said these things, he knelt down with all of
them and prayed. 3737 They all wept much and embraced
Paul’s neck and kissed him, 3838 grieving most over the
words he spoke, that they were to see his face no
more. Then they escorted him to the ship.

Paul’Paul’s Journes Journey to Jerusalemy to Jerusalem

When we had withdrawn from them and set
sail, we went on a straight course to Cos, the

next day to Rhodes, and from there to Patara. 22 We
found a ship crossing over to Phoenicia, went aboard,
and set sail. 33 Having come in sight of Cyprus, we
passed to the south of it and sailed to Syria, and land-
ed at Tyre, for there the ship’s cargo was to be un-
loaded. 44 When we found the disciples, we remained
there seven days. They told Paul through the Spirit not
to go up to Jerusalem. 55 But when our days were over,
we parted and traveled on. Everyone, with wives and
children, escorted us until we were outside the city.
And we knelt on the shore and prayed. 66 After bidding
farewell to one another, we boarded the ship, and they
returned home.

77 We finished the voyage from Tyre when we landed
at Ptolemais, where we greeted the brothers and
stayed with them for one day. 88 The next day we who
were Paul’s companions departed, and arrived at Cae-
sarea, and entered the house of Philip the evangelist,
who was one of the seven, and stayed with him. 99 He
had four virgin daughters who prophesied.

ACTS 20:3 802 ACTS 21:9



2222

1010 While we stayed there many days, a prophet
named Agabus came down from Judea. 1111 When he
had arrived, he took Paul’s belt and bound his own
hands and feet, saying, “The Holy Spirit says, ‘In this
manner the Jews at Jerusalem shall bind the man who
owns this belt and deliver him into the hands of the
Gentiles.’”

1212 When we heard these things, both we and the resi-
dents implored him not to go up to Jerusalem. 1313 Then
Paul answered, “What are you doing, weeping and
breaking my heart? For I am ready not only to be im-
prisoned, but also to die in Jerusalem for the name of
the Lord Jesus.” 1414 When he would not be persuaded,
we kept silent and said, “Let the will of the Lord be
done.”

1515 After those days we got ready and went up to
Jerusalem. 1616 Some of the disciples from Caesarea
went with us and brought with them Mnason of
Cyprus, an early disciple, with whom we should lodge.

Paul Visits JamesPaul Visits James
1717 When we had come to Jerusalem, the brothers re-

ceived us gladly. 1818 On the next day Paul went with us
to James, and all the elders were present. 1919 He greet-
ed them and recounted one by one what God had
done among the Gentiles through his ministry.

2020 When they heard this, they glorified the Lord. Then
they said to him, “You see, brother, how many thou-
sands of Jews there are who believe, and they are all
zealous for the law. 2121 They have been informed con-
cerning you that you teach all the Jews who are among
the Gentiles to forsake Moses, telling them not to cir-
cumcise their children nor to observe the customs.
2222 What then shall be done? The assembly will certainly
meet, for they will hear that you have come. 2323 There-
fore do what we tell you. We have four men who have
taken a vow. 2424 Take these men and be purified with
them, and pay their expenses so that they may have
their heads shaved. Then all will know that what they
were told concerning you is nothing, but that you
yourself live in observance of the law. 2525 As for the
Gentiles who believe, we have written and concluded
that they should observe no such thing, except that
they abstain from food offered to idols, from sexual
immorality, from strangled animals, and from blood.”

2626 Then on the next day, Paul took the men and puri-
fied himself with them. And he went into the temple,
announcing when the days of purification would be
complete and an offering would be given for each one
of them.

Paul ArrPaul Arrested in the Tested in the Templeemple
2727 When the seven days were nearly concluded, the

Jews from Asia saw him in the temple, stirred up all
the people, and laid hands on him, 2828 crying out, “Men
of Israel, help! This is the man teaching all men every-
where against the people and the law and this place.

He even brought Greeks into the temple and has de-
filed this holy place.” 2929 For they had previously seen
Trophimus the Ephesian in the city with him, whom
they supposed Paul had brought into the temple.

3030 Then the whole city was provoked, and the people
ran together. They seized Paul and dragged him out of
the temple. And immediately the doors were shut.
3131 While they were trying to kill him, news came up to
the commander †† of the battalion of soldiers that all
Jerusalem was in an uproar. 3232 He at once took soldiers
and centurions, and ran down to them. When they saw
the commander and the soldiers, they stopped beat-
ing Paul.

3333 Then the commander came and arrested him, and
ordered that he be bound with two chains. Then he
asked who he was and what he had done. 3434 Some in
the crowd shouted one thing, some another. As he
could not learn the truth because of the uproar, he
commanded that he be brought into the barracks.
3535 When he came onto the stairs, he was carried by the
soldiers because of the violence of the people. 3636 For
the mob of people followed, crying out, “Away with
him!”

Paul Defends HimselfPaul Defends Himself
3737 As Paul was about to be brought into the barracks,

he said to the commander, “May I speak to you?”
He replied, “Do you know how to speak Greek? 3838 Are

you not the Egyptian who in past days caused an up-
roar and led the four thousand men of the Sicarii †††† out
into the wilderness?”

3939 Paul said, “I am a Jew, from Tarsus of Cilicia, a citi-
zen of no common city. I beg of you, permit me to
speak to the people.”

4040 When he had given him permission, Paul stood on
the stairs and motioned with his hand to the people.
When there was great silence, he addressed them in
the Hebrew language, saying,

“Brothers and fathers, hear my defense which I
now make to you.”

22 When they heard that he addressed them in the
Hebrew language, they became even more quiet. Then
he said, 33 “I am a Jew, born in Tarsus of Cilicia, but
brought up in this city. At the feet of Gamaliel I was
trained in the strict tradition of the law of the fathers,
being zealous toward God as you all are today. 44 I per-
secuted this Way to the death, arresting and imprison-
ing both men and women, 55 as even the high priest
and the council of elders bear witness of me. From
them I received letters to the brothers in Damascus,
where I went to take even those who were there and
lead them in chains to Jerusalem to be punished.

† Gk. a chiliarch, a battalion commander with the rank of lieu-
tenant colonel over 1,000 soldiers. †† Or a men of the Assassins.
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Paul TPaul Tells of His Conversionells of His Conversion
Ac 9:1–19; 26:12–18

66 “As I journeyed and came near Damascus, about
noon suddenly a great light from heaven shone
around me. 77 I fell to the ground and heard a voice
saying to me, ‘Saul, Saul, why do you persecute Me?’

88 “I answered, ‘Who are You, Lord?’
“He said to me, ‘I am Jesus of Nazareth, whom you

are persecuting.’ 99 Those who were with me saw the
light and were afraid, but they did not hear the voice
of Him who was speaking to me.

1010 “I said, ‘What shall I do, Lord?’
“The Lord said to me, ‘Rise and go into Damascus.

There you will be told what you have been appointed
to do.’ 1111 Since I was blinded by the glory of that light,
those who were with me led me by the hand into
Damascus.

1212 “Ananias, a devout man according to the law, who
was well spoken of by all the Jews living there, 1313 came
and stood by me, and said, ‘Brother Saul, receive your
sight.’ And at that moment I looked up at him.

1414 “Then he said, ‘The God of our fathers has appoint-
ed you to know His will and to see the Just One and to
hear His voice, 1515 for you will be His witness to all men
of what you have seen and heard. 1616 And now why do
you wait? Rise, be baptized and wash away your sins,
and call on the name of the Lord.’

Paul Sent to the GentilesPaul Sent to the Gentiles
1717 “When I returned to Jerusalem and was praying in

the temple, I fell into a trance 1818 and saw Him saying to
me, ‘Hurry! Get out of Jerusalem immediately, for they
will not receive your testimony concerning Me.’

1919 “I said, ‘Lord, they know that I imprisoned and beat
those who believed in You in every synagogue. 2020 And
when the blood of Your martyr Stephen was shed, I
was standing by consenting to his death, guarding the
clothes of those who killed him.’

2121 “Then He said to me, ‘Depart, for I will send you far
away to the Gentiles.’”

Paul and the Roman CommanderPaul and the Roman Commander
2222 They listened to him up to this word, and then they

lifted up their voices and said, “Away with such a man
from the earth, for he is not fit to live!”

2323 As they shouted and threw off their garments and
threw dust into the air, 2424 the commander ordered him
to be brought into the barracks and examined with
scourging, so that he might learn what crime they
were alleging against him. 2525 As they stretched him for-
ward with straps, Paul said to the centurion standing
by, “Is it legal for you to flog an uncondemned Roman
citizen?”

2626 On hearing this, the centurion reported to the
commander, saying, “What are you doing? This man is
a Roman citizen.”

2727 The commander came and said to him, “Tell me,
are you a Roman citizen?”

He said, “Yes.”
2828 The commander answered, “I bought my citizen-

ship for a large sum.”
So Paul said, “But I was born a citizen.”
2929 Therefore those who were about to examine Paul

immediately backed away from him. And the comman-
der feared, knowing that he was a Roman citizen and
because he had bound him.

Paul BeforPaul Before the Sanhedrine the Sanhedrin
3030 On the next day, desiring to know exactly why he

was accused by the Jews, he released him and ordered
the chief priests and all the Sanhedrin to assemble,
and he brought Paul down to stand before them.

Paul looked at the Sanhedrin and said, “Broth-
ers, I have lived in all good conscience before

God until this day.” 22 The high priest Ananias ordered
those who stood by him to strike him on the mouth.
33 Then Paul said to him, “God will strike you, you white-
washed wall! Do you sit judging me according to the
law, yet order me to be struck contrary to the law?”

44 Those who stood by said, “Do you criticize God’s
high priest?”

55 Paul said, “Brothers, I did not know that he was the
high priest. For it is written, ‘You shall not speak evil of
the ruler of your people.’ ††”

66 Then Paul, knowing that one sect were Sadducees
and the other Pharisees, cried out among the San-
hedrin, “Brothers, I am a Pharisee, a son of a Pharisee.
I am being judged for my hope in the resurrection of
the dead.” 77 When he had said this, dissension arose
between the Pharisees and the Sadducees, and the as-
sembly was divided. 88 For the Sadducees say that there
is no resurrection, nor angel, nor spirit. But the Phar-
isees acknowledge them all.

99 There was a great outcry. The scribes that were
from the sect of Pharisees stood up and argued, “We
find no evil in this man. But if a spirit or an angel has
spoken to him, let us not fight against God.” 1010 When
much dissension arose, fearing that Paul would be
torn to pieces by them, the commander ordered the
soldiers to go down and take him from them by force
and bring him into the barracks.

1111 The following night the Lord stood by him and
said, “Take courage, Paul. For as you have testified
about Me in Jerusalem, so you must also testify at
Rome.”

The Plot Against Paul’The Plot Against Paul’s Lifes Life
1212 At daybreak some of the Jews conspired under

oath, saying they would neither eat nor drink until
they had killed Paul. 1313 There were more than forty
who had conspired. 1414 They went to the chief priests
and elders and said, “We have bound ourselves under

† Ex 22:28.
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oath not to eat until we have killed Paul. 1515 So now,
with the Sanhedrin, tell the commander to bring him
down to you tomorrow, pretending to inquire further
concerning him. We are ready to kill him before he ar-
rives.”

1616 But when the son of Paul’s sister heard of the
treachery, he went and entered the barracks and told
Paul.

1717 Then Paul called one of the centurions over and
said, “Take this young man to the commander, for he
has something to tell him.” 1818 So he took him to the
commander and said, “Paul the prisoner sent for me
and asked me to bring you this young man who has
something to tell you.”

1919 Then the commander took him by the hand, went
aside privately, and asked him, “What is it you have to
tell me?”

2020 The boy said, “The Jews have agreed to ask you to
bring Paul down tomorrow to the Sanhedrin, pretend-
ing to inquire further concerning him. 2121 Do not trust
them. More than forty men, who have bound them-
selves with an oath to neither eat nor drink until they
have killed him, are waiting for him. And now they are
ready, waiting for your promise.”

2222 The commander dismissed the young man and or-
dered him, “Tell no one that you have reported these
things to me.”

Paul Sent to Felix the GoPaul Sent to Felix the Governorvernor
2323 Then he summoned two centurions and said, “Pre-

pare two hundred infantrymen, seventy mounted sol-
diers, and two hundred light infantrymen with spears
to go to Caesarea at the third hour of the night. 2424 And
provide mounts so Paul may ride and take him safely
to Felix the governor.”

2525 He wrote a letter that went like this:
2626 Claudius Lysias,
To His Excellency Governor Felix:
Greetings.
2727 This man was seized by the Jews and was about to

be killed by them. When I learned that he was a Ro-
man citizen, I came with soldiers and rescued him.
2828 Being minded to learn what crime they alleged, I
took him to their Sanhedrin. 2929 I found him being ac-
cused of controversial matters about their law, but
charged with nothing worthy of death or imprison-
ment. 3030 When it was revealed to me that there was a
plot against the man, at once I sent him to you and or-
dered the accusers to state before you their charges
against him.

Farewell.
3131 So the soldiers, according to their orders, took

Paul by night to Antipatris. 3232 The next day they let the
cavalry depart with him and they returned to the bar-
racks. 3333 When they arrived in Caesarea and delivered
the letter to the governor, they presented Paul also to
him. 3434 Upon reading the letter, the governor asked
what province he was from. When he learned that he

was from Cilicia, 3535 he said, “I will hear you when your
accusers also arrive.” And he ordered that he be
guarded in Herod’s Praetorium.

The Case Against PaulThe Case Against Paul

After five days Ananias the high priest arrived
with some of the elders and a lawyer named

Tertullus. They brought before the governor their
charges against Paul. 22 When he was summoned, Ter-
tullus began to accuse him, saying, “Since through you
we enjoy much peace, and your foresight is bringing
reforms to this nation, 33 with all thankfulness, most ex-
cellent Felix, we always welcome it everywhere. 44 But
not to detain you further, I beg you to briefly hear us
in your patience.

55 “We have found this man a troublemaker, instigat-
ing riots among all the Jews throughout the world, and
a ringleader of the sect of the Nazarenes. 66 He even
tried to profane the temple. So we seized him and
wanted to judge him according to our law. 77 But the
commander, Lysias, came to us and forcefully took
him out of our hands, 88 ordering his accusers to come
before you. By examining him yourself you will be able
to learn about all these things concerning which we
accuse him.”

99 The Jews assented, alleging these things to be true.

Paul’Paul’s Defense Befors Defense Before Felixe Felix
1010 After the governor motioned to him to speak, Paul

answered, “Knowing that for many years you have
been a judge over this nation, I cheerfully defend my-
self. 1111 You may verify that it is no more than twelve
days since I went up to Jerusalem to worship. 1212 They
did not find me in the temple or in the synagogues or
in the city disputing with anyone or stirring up a
crowd. 1313 They cannot prove the things concerning
which they now accuse me. 1414 However, I affirm that in
accordance with the Way, which they call a sect, I wor-
ship the God of my fathers and believe everything
written in the Law and in the Prophets. 1515 I have hope
in God that there will be a resurrection of the dead,
both of the just and the unjust, which they also expect.
1616 In this do I always strive to have a clear conscience
toward God and toward men.

1717 “Now after many years I came to bring alms and
offerings to my nation, 1818 when some Jews from Asia
found me purified in the temple, neither with a crowd
nor an uproar. 1919 They ought to be here before you to
accuse me if they have any charges. 2020 Or let these
men say what crime they found in me when I stood
before the Sanhedrin, 2121 unless it is concerning this
one statement which I cried out while standing among
them, ‘Concerning the resurrection of the dead, I am
being judged by you this day.’”

2222 When Felix, who had more exact knowledge con-
cerning the Way, had heard this, he adjourned the
proceedings and said, “When Lysias the commander
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arrives, I will decide your case.” 2323 Then he ordered the
centurion to guard Paul, and to let him have liberty,
and to forbid none of his own people from attending
to him.

Paul Held in CustodyPaul Held in Custody
2424 After several days, when Felix arrived with his wife

Drusilla, who was a Jewess, he sent for Paul and heard
him speak concerning faith in Christ. 2525 As he lectured
about righteousness, self-control, and the coming
judgment, Felix was afraid and answered, “For now,
leave! When time permits, I will send for you.” 2626 At the
same time he hoped that money would be given him
by Paul, that he might release him. So he sent for him
more often and conversed with him.

2727 But after two years Porcius Festus succeeded Felix.
And Felix, desiring to do the Jews a favor, left Paul im-
prisoned.

Paul Appeals to CaesarPaul Appeals to Caesar

Now three days after Festus had come into the
province, he went from Caesarea up to

Jerusalem. 22 The high priest and the elders of the Jews
spoke to him against Paul. And they begged him,
33 asking as a favor against him, that he would sum-
mon him to Jerusalem, plotting to kill him along the
way. 44 Festus said that Paul should be kept at Caesarea
and that he himself intended to go there shortly. 55 He
also said, “Let the men in authority go down with me.
If there is anything wrong in the man, let them accuse
him.”

66 Having stayed among them more than ten days, he
went down to Caesarea. And the next day he sat on
the judgment seat and ordered that Paul be brought
in. 77 When he arrived, the Jews who had come down
from Jerusalem stood around him and brought many
serious charges against him which they could not
prove, 88 while he defended himself, saying, “Neither
against the law of the Jews, nor against the temple,
nor against Caesar have I sinned at all.”

99 Desiring to do the Jews a favor, Festus answered,
“Are you willing to go up to Jerusalem to be judged
concerning these charges before me?”

1010 Paul said, “I am standing before Caesar’s judgment
seat, where I ought to be judged. I have done no
wrong to the Jews, as you know very well. 1111 If I am do-
ing wrong or have done anything worthy of death, I
do not refuse to die. But if these are empty charges of
which these men accuse me, no one may deliver me to
them. I appeal to Caesar.”

1212 When Festus had conferred with the council, he
then answered, “To Caesar you have appealed. To Cae-
sar you shall go.”

Paul BeforPaul Before Agrippa and Bernicee Agrippa and Bernice
1313 After several days King Agrippa and Bernice ar-

rived at Caesarea to welcome Festus. 1414 When they had

been there many days, Festus stated Paul’s case to the
king, saying, “There is a man left as a prisoner by Felix.
1515 When I was at Jerusalem, the chief priests and the
elders of the Jews informed me about him, asking for
a sentence against him.

1616 “I answered, ‘It is not the custom of the Romans to
deliver any man to die before he who is accused
meets the accusers face to face and has the opportu-
nity to make his defense concerning the charge
brought against him.’ 1717 So when they assembled here,
without delay I sat on the judgment seat the next day
and ordered that the man be brought in. 1818 When the
accusers stood up, they brought no accusation against
him of such crimes as I had supposed. 1919 But they had
disagreements with him about their own religion and
about a Man named Jesus, who had died, but whom
Paul asserted was alive. 2020 Being perplexed about such
questions, I asked if he would be willing to go to
Jerusalem and be tried there concerning these
charges. 2121 But when Paul had appealed to be under
guard for the decision of Caesar, I ordered that he be
secured until I could send him to Caesar.”

2222 Then Agrippa said to Festus, “I would like to hear
the man myself.”

He said, “Tomorrow you shall hear him.”
2323 The next day Agrippa and Bernice came with great

pomp, and they entered the hall with the commanders
and the leading men of the city. When Festus gave the
order, Paul was brought in. 2424 Festus said, “King Agrip-
pa, and all the men who are present with us, you see
this man, concerning whom the whole assembly of the
Jews petitioned me, both at Jerusalem and here,
shouting that he ought not to live any longer. 2525 I
found that he had committed nothing worthy of
death. But when he himself appealed to Caesar, I de-
cided to send him. 2626 But I have nothing to write to His
Majesty concerning him. Therefore I have brought him
before you, and especially before you, King Agrippa,
so that upon examination, I might have something to
write. 2727 For it seems unreasonable to me to send a
prisoner without signifying the charges against him.”

Paul’Paul’s Defense Befors Defense Before Agrippae Agrippa

Then Agrippa said to Paul, “You are permitted
to speak for yourself.”

So Paul stretched out his hand and made his de-
fense: 22 “King Agrippa, I consider myself fortunate that
today I shall make my defense before you against all
the accusations of the Jews, 33 especially because you
are an expert in all customs and controversies of the
Jews. Therefore I beg you to patiently listen to me.

44 “My manner of life from my youth, spent from the
beginning in my own nation and at Jerusalem, is
known by all the Jews. 55 They knew me from the begin-
ning and could testify, if they wished, how according
to the strictest sect of our religion I lived as a Pharisee.
66 And now I stand on trial for hope in the promise
made by God to our fathers, 77 to which our twelve
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tribes hope to attain, as they earnestly serve God day
and night. Concerning this hope, King Agrippa, I am
accused by the Jews. 88 Why is it judged incredible by
you that God raises the dead?

99 “I, too, thought that I must do many things con-
trary to the name of Jesus of Nazareth, 1010 which I in-
deed did in Jerusalem and locked up many of the
saints in prison by authority from the chief priests.
And when they were killed, I cast my vote against
them. 1111 I punished them often in every synagogue
and compelled them to blaspheme. And being ex-
tremely enraged against them, I persecuted them
even to foreign cities.

Paul TPaul Tells of His Conversionells of His Conversion
Ac 9:1–19; 22:6–16

1212 “So I went to Damascus with authority and a com-
mission from the chief priests. 1313 At midday, O King, I
saw along the way a light from heaven, brighter than
the sun, shining around me and those who journeyed
with me. 1414 When we had all fallen to the ground, I
heard a voice saying to me in the Hebrew language,
‘Saul, Saul, why do you persecute Me? It is hard for
you to kick against the goads.’

1515 “I said, ‘Who are You, Lord?’
“He said, ‘I am Jesus whom you are persecuting.

1616 But rise and stand on your feet. For I have appeared
to you for this purpose, to appoint you as a servant
and a witness both of what you have seen and of what
I will yet reveal to you. 1717 I will deliver you from your
people and from the Gentiles to whom I now send
you, 1818 to open their eyes and to turn them from dark-
ness to light, and from the power of Satan to God, that
they may receive forgiveness of sins and an inheri-
tance among those who are sanctified by faith in Me.’

Paul’Paul’s Ts Testimony to Jeestimony to Jews and Gentilesws and Gentiles
1919 “Therefore, King Agrippa, I was not disobedient to

the heavenly vision, 2020 but declared first to those at
Damascus, then at Jerusalem and throughout all the
region of Judea, and also to the Gentiles, that they
should repent and turn to God and do works proving
their repentance. 2121 For these reasons the Jews seized
me in the temple and tried to kill me. 2222 Therefore hav-
ing obtained help from God, I continue to this day, tes-
tifying both to small and great, saying nothing but
what the prophets and Moses said would happen:
2323 that the Christ must suffer, that He would be the
first who would rise from the dead, and would an-
nounce light to His own people and to the Gentiles.”

Paul Appeals to Agrippa to BeliePaul Appeals to Agrippa to Believeve
2424 So as he made his defense, Festus said with a loud

voice, “Paul, you are mad. Much learning is turning
you to madness.”

2525 Paul said, “I am not mad, most excellent Festus. I
speak the words of truth and reason. 2626 The king, be-

fore whom I also speak freely, knows about these
things. For I am persuaded that none of this is hidden
from him, for this was not done in a corner. 2727 King
Agrippa, do you believe the prophets? I know that you
believe.”

2828 Then Agrippa said to Paul, “You almost persuade
me to be a Christian.”

2929 Paul said, “I pray to God that not only you, but all
who hear me this day, might become not only almost,
but thoroughly and altogether, what I am, except for
these chains.”

3030 When he had said this, the king rose, as well as the
governor and Bernice and those who sat with them.
3131 When they had gone aside, they said to one another,
“This man is doing nothing deserving death or impris-
onment.”

3232 And Agrippa said to Festus, “This man could have
been set free if he had not appealed to Caesar.”

Paul Sails for RomePaul Sails for Rome

When it was decided that we should sail into
Italy, they handed Paul and some other prison-

ers over to a centurion of the Augustan Regiment,
named Julius. 22 Boarding a ship from Adramyttium, we
put out to sea, meaning to sail along the coasts of
Asia. Aristarchus, a Macedonian of Thessalonica, was
with us.

33 The next day we landed at Sidon. And Julius treated
Paul kindly and gave him leave to go to his friends and
be given care. 44 From there we put out to sea and
sailed under the lee of Cyprus, because the winds
were against us. 55 Sailing across the sea off of Cilicia
and Pamphylia, we came to Myra, a city of Lycia.
66 There the centurion found a ship of Alexandria sail-
ing to Italy, and he put us on board. 77 We sailed slowly
for many days, and arrived with difficulty off Cnidus,
and as the wind did not allow us to proceed, we sailed
under the lee of Crete off Salmone. 88 Sailing past it
with difficulty, we came to a place called Fair Havens,
near the city of Lasea.

99 As much time had been lost and as the voyage was
now dangerous, because the Day of Atonement was
already over, Paul advised them, 1010 saying, “Men, I per-
ceive that this voyage will be with injury and much
loss, not only of the cargo and ship, but also of our
lives.” 1111 But the centurion was persuaded more by the
captain and the owner of the ship than by what Paul
said. 1212 Since the harbor was not suitable to winter in,
the majority decided to sail on from there, if somehow
we might reach Phoenix, a harbor in Crete, facing
southwest and northwest, and winter there.

The Storm at SeaThe Storm at Sea
1313 When a south wind blew gently, supposing that

they had obtained the necessary conditions, they
weighed anchor and sailed along the shore of Crete.
1414 But soon afterward a tempestuous wind swept
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through, called the Euroclydon. ††1515 When the ship was
overpowered and could not head into the wind, we let
her drift. 1616 Drifting under the lee of an island called
Cauda, we could scarcely secure the rowboat. 1717 When
they had hoisted it aboard, they used ropes to under-
gird the ship. And fearing that they might run aground
on the sand of Syrtis, they let down the mast, and so
were driven. 1818 We were violently tossed by the storm.
The next day they threw cargo overboard. 1919 On the
third day we threw the tackle of the ship overboard
with our own hands. 2020 When neither sun nor stars ap-
peared for many days, and no small storm was upon
us, all hope that we should be saved was lost.

2121 After they had long abstained from food, Paul
stood in their midst and said, “Men, you should have
listened to me and not have set sail from Crete, incur-
ring this injury and loss. 2222 But now I advise you to take
courage, for there will be no loss of life among you,
but only of the ship. 2323 For there stood by me this night
the angel of God to whom I belong and whom I serve,
2424 saying, ‘Do not be afraid, Paul. You must stand be-
fore Caesar. And, look! God has given you all those
who sail with you.’ 2525 Therefore, men, take courage, for
I believe God that it will be exactly as it was told to me.
2626 Nevertheless, we must be shipwrecked on a certain
island.”

2727 When the fourteenth night came, while we were
drifting in the Adriatic Sea, about midnight the sailors
supposed that they were approaching land. 2828 They
took soundings and found the water to be one hun-
dred and twenty feet deep. †††† When they had gone a
little farther, they took soundings again and found it
to be ninety feet deep. ‡‡2929 Fearing that we might run
aground on the rocks, they dropped four anchors
from the stern and prayed for day to come. 3030 When
the sailors strove to abandon ship and lowered the
rowboat into the sea, under the pretext of lowering
anchors out of the bow, 3131 Paul said to the centurion
and to the soldiers, “Unless these sailors remain in the
ship, you cannot be saved.” 3232 Then the soldiers cut
away the ropes of the rowboat and let her fall off.

3333 As day was about to dawn, Paul asked them all to
eat, saying, “Today is the fourteenth day that you have
waited and continued without food, having eaten
nothing. 3434 So I urge you to eat. This is for your preser-
vation, for not a hair shall fall from your head.”
3535 When he had said this, he took some bread and
gave thanks to God in the presence of them all. And
when he had broken it he began to eat. 3636 Then they
were all encouraged, and they also ate food them-
selves. 3737 In all we were two hundred and seventy-six
persons on the ship. 3838 When they had eaten enough,
they lightened the ship and threw the wheat into the
sea.

† Or a Northeaster. †† Gk. a 20 orguias, about 37 meters.
‡ Gk. a 15 orguias, about 27 meters.

The ShipThe Shipwrwreckeck
3939 When it was day, they did not recognize the land.

But they noticed a bay with a shore, into which they
were determined to run the ship if possible. 4040 Casting
off the anchors, they left them in the sea while loosen-
ing the ropes that secured the rudders. Then they
hoisted the mainsail to the wind and made for shore.
4141 But striking a sandbar where two seas met, they ran
the ship aground. The bow stuck and remained im-
movable, but the stern was broken up by the violent
surf.

4242 The soldiers’ plan was to kill the prisoners, lest any
of them should swim away and escape. 4343 But the cen-
turion, wanting to save Paul, prevented them from
their intent and ordered those who could swim to
abandon ship first and get to land, 4444 and the rest on
planks or on pieces of the ship. And in this way they all
escaped safely to land.

Paul in MaltaPaul in Malta

When they had escaped, they learned that the
island was called Malta. 22 The natives showed

extraordinary kindness, for they kindled a fire and wel-
comed us all, because of the rain and the cold. 33 When
Paul had gathered a bundle of sticks and put them on
the fire, a viper driven out by the heat fastened on his
hand. 44 When the natives saw the creature hanging
from his hand, they said to one another, “Surely this
man is a murderer. Though he has escaped from the
sea, justice does not allow him to live.” 55 But he shook
off the creature into the fire and suffered no harm.
66 They expected him to swell up or suddenly fall down
dead. But while they waited and saw no harm befall
him, they changed their minds and said that he was a
god.

77 In that area was an estate of the chief man of the
island, named Publius, who had welcomed us and
courteously housed us for three days. 88 It happened
that the father of Publius lay sick with a fever and
dysentery. Paul visited him and, placing his hands on
him, prayed and healed him. 99 When this happened,
the rest on the island who had diseases also came and
were healed. 1010 They honored us in many ways. And
when we sailed, they provided us with necessary sup-
plies.

Paul Arrives in RomePaul Arrives in Rome
1111 After three months we sailed in an Alexandrian

ship whose figurehead was the Twin Brothers, which
had wintered at the island. 1212 Landing at Syracuse, we
waited there for three days. 1313 From there we circled
around and sailed to Rhegium. After one day the
south wind blew, and the next day we arrived at Pute-
oli. 1414 There we found brothers, and were invited to re-
main with them for seven days. And so we went to
Rome. 1515 From there, when the brothers heard of us,
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they traveled as far as the Forum of Appius †† and the
Three Taverns †††† to meet us. When Paul saw them, he
thanked God and took courage. 1616 When we arrived at
Rome, the centurion handed the prisoners over to the
captain of the guard. But Paul was allowed to remain
by himself with the soldier who guarded him.

Paul PrPaul Preaches in Romeeaches in Rome
1717 After three days Paul called the leaders of the Jews

together. When they had assembled, he said to them,
“Brothers, having done nothing contrary to our people
or the customs of our fathers, I was delivered as a
prisoner from Jerusalem into the hands of the Ro-
mans. 1818 When they had examined me, they were de-
termined to release me, because there was no charge
against me deserving death. 1919 But when the Jews ob-
jected, I was compelled to appeal to Caesar, not that I
had any charge to bring against my nation. 2020 For this
reason I have asked to see you and speak with you,
because I am bound with this chain for the hope of Is-
rael.”

2121 They said to him, “We have not received any letters
from Judea concerning you, and none of the brothers
that have come have reported or spoken any evil of
you. 2222 But we think it is proper to hear from you what
you think. For concerning this sect, we know that it is
spoken against everywhere.”

† A town on the Appian Way about 55 miles from Rome. ††
Or Three Inns, also on the Appian Way and about 10 miles closer to
Rome.

2323 When they had arranged a day to be with him,
many came to him at his residence. From morning un-
til evening he explained and solemnly testified of the
kingdom of God to them, persuading them concern-
ing Jesus from both the Law of Moses and the
Prophets. 2424 Some believed what was said, but some
did not believe. 2525 Being in disagreement with one an-
other, they were dismissed after Paul had said one
word: “The Holy Spirit accurately spoke to our fathers
through Isaiah the prophet,

2626 ‘Go to this people and say:
You shall certainly hear, but never understand;
and you shall certainly see, but never perceive;

2727 for the heart of this people has grown dull.
Their ears are hard of hearing,
and they have closed their eyes,

lest they should see with their eyes
and hear with their ears
and understand with their heart

and turn, and I would heal them. ‡‡’
2828 “Therefore let it be known to you that the salvation

of God has been sent to the Gentiles. They will hear it!”
2929 When he had said these words, the Jews departed

and disputed greatly among themselves. 3030 Paul re-
mained two whole years in his own rented house. He
welcomed all who came to him, 3131 boldly and freely
preaching the kingdom of God and teaching those
things which concern the Lord Jesus Christ.

‡ Isa 6:9–10.
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ROMANSROMANS
The epistle of Paul the Apostle to the Romans was the sixth of Paul’s letters, written in Corinth in about AD 57.
It was sent to Rome by Phoebe. Paul was called the Apostle to the Gentiles. Formerly known as Saul, he was
born of the tribe of Benjamin in Tarsus in Asia Minor, which was part of the Roman Empire. Romans is the first
epistle in the New Testament canon because it presents much of the foundation of Christian theology. This the-
ological foundation is the basis for understanding much of the Christian theology throughout the rest of the
New Testament. This epistle is a theological treatise, but it is also an occasional letter meant to address the
complex relationship between Jewish and Gentile Christians in the Roman church. Paul examines these truths
and admonitions with scrupulous care. Likewise, we should approach the letter with care and prudence. The
many truths that impact the Christian life should be studied and compared with other New Testament writings.
Romans is an eloquent masterpiece of theological expression. It presents Jesus Christ as the Righteous One
who takes away our sin, thus making us righteous before God.

SalutationSalutation

Paul, a servant of Jesus Christ, called to be an
apostle and set apart for the gospel of God,

22 which He promised beforehand through His
prophets in the Holy Scriptures, 33 concerning His Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord, who was born of the seed of
David according to the flesh 44 and declared to be the
Son of God with power, according to the Spirit of holi-
ness, by the resurrection from the dead. 55 Through
Him we have received grace and apostleship for the
obedience of faith among all nations for His name,
66 among whom you also are called by Jesus Christ:

77 To all who are in Rome, beloved of God, called to be
saints:

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the
Lord Jesus Christ.

Paul’Paul’s Desirs Desire to Visit Romee to Visit Rome
88 First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for you

all, because your faith is spoken of throughout the
whole world. 99 For God is my witness, whom I serve
with my spirit in the gospel of His Son, that without
ceasing, I mention you always in my prayers, 1010 making
request if, by any means, now at last I might find a
way in the will of God to come to you.

1111 For I long to see you, that I may impart to you
some spiritual gift, so that you may be strengthened.
1212 This is so that I may be encouraged together with
you by each other’s faith, both yours and mine. 1313 Now
I would not have you unaware, brothers, that I often
intended to come to you (but was prevented until
now), that I might have a harvest among you also,
even as among the other Gentiles.

1414 I am a debtor both to the Greeks and to the bar-
barians, both to the wise and to the unwise. 1515 So, as

much as is in me, I am ready to preach the gospel to
you also who are in Rome.

The Definition of the GospelThe Definition of the Gospel
1616 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ. For it

is the power of God for salvation to everyone who be-
lieves, to the Jew first, and also to the Greek. 1717 For in it
the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to
faith. As it is written, “The just shall live by faith.” ††

The Guilt of MankindThe Guilt of Mankind
1818 The wrath of God is revealed from heaven against

all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who
suppress the truth through unrighteousness. 1919 For
what may be known about God is clear to them since
God has shown it to them. 2020 The invisible things about
Him—His eternal power and deity—have been clearly
seen since the creation of the world and are under-
stood by the things that are made, so that they are
without excuse.

2121 Because, although they knew God, they did not
glorify Him or give thanks to Him as God, but became
futile in their imaginations, and their foolish hearts
were darkened. 2222 Claiming to be wise, they became
fools. 2323 They changed the glory of the incorruptible
God into an image made like corruptible man, birds,
four-footed beasts, and creeping things.

2424 Therefore God gave them up to uncleanness
through the lusts of their hearts, to dishonor their
own bodies among themselves. 2525 They turned the
truth of God into a lie and worshipped and served the
creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forev-
er. Amen.

2626 For this reason God gave them up to dishonorable
passions. Their women exchanged the natural func-
tion for what is against nature. 2727 Likewise the men,

† Hab 2:4.
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33

leaving the natural function of the woman, burned in
their lust toward one another, men with men doing
that which is shameful, and receiving in themselves
the due penalty of their error.

2828 And since they did not see fit to acknowledge God,
God gave them over to a debased mind, to do those
things which are not proper. 2929 They were filled with all
unrighteousness, sexual immorality, wickedness, cov-
etousness, maliciousness; full of envy, murder, strife,
deceit. They are gossips, 3030 slanderers, God-haters, in-
solent, proud, boastful, inventors of evil things, and
disobedient toward parents, 3131 without understanding,
covenant breakers, without natural affection, cal-
loused, and unmerciful, 3232 who know the righteous re-
quirement of God, that those who commit such things
are worthy of death. They not only do them, but also
give hearty approval to those who practice them.

The Righteous Judgment of GodThe Righteous Judgment of God

Therefore you are without excuse, O man, who-
ever you are who judges, for when you judge an-

other, you condemn yourself, for you who judge do
the same things. 22 But we know that the judgment of
God is according to truth against those who commit
such things. 33 Do you think, O man, who judges those
who do such things, and who does the same thing,
that you will escape the judgment of God? 44 Do you de-
spise the riches of His goodness, tolerance, and pa-
tience, not knowing that the goodness of God leads
you to repentance?

55 But because of your hardness and impenitent
heart, you are storing up treasures of wrath against
yourself on the day of wrath when the righteous judg-
ment of God will be revealed, 66 and He “will render to
every man according to his deeds.” ††77 To those who by
patiently doing good seek for glory and honor and im-
mortality will be eternal life. 88 But to those who are
contentious and do not obey the truth, but obey un-
righteousness, indignation, and wrath, 99 will be tribula-
tion and anguish, upon every soul of man who does
evil, to the Jew first, and then to the Gentile. 1010 But glo-
ry, honor, and peace will be to every man who does
good work—to the Jew first, and then to the Gentile,
1111 for there is no partiality with God.

1212 As many as have sinned without the law will also
perish without the law, and as many as have sinned
under the law will be judged by the law, 1313 for the hear-
ers of the law are not justified before God, but the do-
ers of the law will be justified. 1414 For when Gentiles,
who do not have the law, do by nature the things con-
tained in the law, these, not having the law, are a law
unto themselves, 1515 who show the work of the law writ-
ten in their hearts, their conscience also bearing wit-
ness, while their conflicting thoughts accuse or even
excuse them, 1616 in the day when, according to my
gospel, God will judge the secrets of men through Je-
sus Christ.

† Ps 62:12; Pr 24:12.

The JeThe Jews and the Lawws and the Law
1717 Indeed you are called a Jew, and rest in the law,

and make your boast in God. 1818 You know His will and
approve the things that are more excellent, because
you are instructed in the law. 1919 You are confident that
you are a guide to the blind, a light to those who are in
darkness, 2020 an instructor of the foolish, and a teacher
of babes, who have the full content of knowledge and
truth in the law: 2121 You, therefore, who teach another,
do you not teach yourself? You who preach not to
steal, do you steal? 2222 You who say not to commit adul-
tery, do you commit adultery? You who abhor idols, do
you rob temples? 2323 You who boast in the law, do you
dishonor God through breaking the law? 2424 As it is writ-
ten, “The name of God is blasphemed among the Gen-
tiles because of you.” ††††

2525 Circumcision indeed has merit, if you keep the law,
but if you are a breaker of the law, your circumcision
becomes uncircumcision. 2626 Therefore, if an uncircum-
cised man keeps the righteousness of the law, will not
his uncircumcision be counted as circumcision? 2727 Will
the uncircumcised one who is righteous by nature, if
he fulfills the law, not judge you who, by the letter of
the law and circumcision, violate the law?

2828 He is not a Jew who is one outwardly, nor is cir-
cumcision that which is external in the flesh. 2929 But he
is a Jew who is one inwardly. And circumcision is of the
heart, by the Spirit, and not by the letter. His praise is
not from men, but from God.

What advantage then does the Jew have? Or
what profit is there in circumcision? 22 Much in

every way! Chiefly because the oracles of God were en-
trusted to them.

33 What if some did not believe? Would their unbelief
nullify the faithfulness of God? 44 God forbid! Let God
be true, and every man a liar. As it is written:
“That You may be justified in Your words,
and may prevail in Your judging.” ‡‡

55 But if our unrighteousness demonstrates the right-
eousness of God, what shall we say? Is God unright-
eous in taking vengeance? (I am speaking in human
terms.) 66 God forbid! For then how could God judge
the world? 77 If through my lie the truth of God has
abounded more to His glory, why am I still being
judged as a sinner? 88 Why not rather say, “Let us do
evil that good may come,” as we are slanderously ac-
cused and as some claim that we say? Their condem-
nation is just.

TherThere Is None Righteouse Is None Righteous
99 What then? Are we better than they? No, not at all.

For we have already charged that both Jews and Gen-
tiles are all under sin. 1010 As it is written:
“There is none righteous, no, not one; ‡†‡†

1111 there is no one who understands;

†† Isa 52:5; Eze 36:22. ‡ Ps 51:4. ‡† Ps 14:1; 53:1.
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there is no one who seeks after God. ††
1212 They have all turned aside;
together they have become worthless;

there is no one who does good,
no, not one.” ††††

1313 “Their throats are an open grave;
with their tongues they have used deceit”;

“the poison of vipers is under their lips”; ‡‡
1414 “their mouths are full of cursing and bitterness.” ‡†‡†

1515 “Their feet are swift to shed blood; ‡‡‡‡
1616 destruction and misery are in their paths; ‡‡†‡‡†

1717 and they do not know the way of peace.” ‡‡‡‡‡‡
1818 “There is no fear of God before their eyes.” §§

1919 Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to
those who are under the law, so that every mouth may
be silenced, and all the world may become account-
able to God. 2020 Therefore by the works of the law no
flesh will be justified in His sight, for through the law
comes the knowledge of sin.

Righteousness ThrRighteousness Through Faithough Faith
2121 But now, apart from the law, the righteousness of

God is revealed, being witnessed by the Law and the
Prophets. 2222 This righteousness of God comes through
faith in Jesus Christ §†§† to all and upon all who believe,
for there is no distinction. 2323 For all have sinned and
come short of the glory of God, 2424 being justified freely
by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ
Jesus, 2525 whom God has set forth to be a propitiation
through faith, in His blood, for a demonstration of His
righteousness, because in His forbearance God had
passed over the sins previously committed, 2626 to prove
His righteousness at this present time so that He
might be just and be the justifier of him who has faith
in Jesus.

2727 Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By what
law? Of works? No, but by the law of faith. 2828 Therefore
we conclude that a man is justified by faith without the
works of the law. 2929 Is He the God of the Jews only? Is
He not also the God of the Gentiles? Yes, of the Gen-
tiles also, 3030 seeing it is one God, who shall justify the
circumcised by faith, and the uncircumcised through
faith. 3131 Do we then make the law void through faith?
God forbid! Instead, we establish the law.

The Example of AbrThe Example of Abrahamaham

What then shall we say that Abraham, our father
according to the flesh, has found? 22 If Abraham

was justified by works, he has something to boast
about, but not before God. 33 What does the Scripture
say? “Abraham believed God, and it was credited to
him as righteousness.” §††§††

44 Now to him who works, wages are not given as a
gift, but as a debt. 55 But to him who does not work, but
believes in Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith is

† Ps 14:2; 53:2. †† Ps 14:3; 53:3. ‡ Ps 5:9; 140:3. ‡† Ps
10:7. ‡‡ Pr 1:16; Isa 59:7. ‡‡† Isa 59:7. ‡‡‡ Isa 59:8. § Ps
36:1. §† Or a through the faith of Jesus Christ. §†† Ge 15:6.

credited as righteousness. 66 Even David describes the
blessedness of the man to whom God credits right-
eousness without works:

77 “Blessed are those
whose iniquities are forgiven,
and whose sins are covered;

88 blessed is the man
to whom the Lord shall not impute sin.” §‡§‡

99 Does this blessedness then come upon the circum-
cised only, or upon the uncircumcised also? We are
saying that faith was credited to Abraham as right-
eousness. 1010 How then was it credited? When he was in
circumcision? Or in uncircumcision? Not in circumci-
sion, but in uncircumcision. 1111 And he received the sign
of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of the faith
that he had while being uncircumcised, so that he
might be the father of all those who believe, though
they are uncircumcised, that righteousness might be
credited to them also, 1212 and the father of circumcision
to those who are not of the circumcision only, but who
also walk in the steps of the faith of our father Abra-
ham, which he had while still being uncircumcised.

The PrThe Promise Received Thromise Received Through Faithough Faith
1313 It was not through the law that Abraham and his

descendants received the promise that he would be
the heir of the world, but through the righteousness
of faith. 1414 For if those who are of the law become
heirs, faith would be made void and the promise nulli-
fied, 1515 because the law produces wrath, for where
there is no law, there is no sin.

1616 Therefore the promise comes through faith, so
that it might be by grace, that the promise would be
certain to all the descendants, not only to those who
are of the law, but also to those who are of the faith of
Abraham, who is the father of us all 1717 (as it is written,
“I have made you a father of many nations” §‡†§‡†) before
God whom he believed, and who raises the dead, and
calls those things that do not exist as though they did.

1818 Against all hope, he believed in hope, that he
might become the father of many nations according
to what was spoken, “So shall your descendants be.”
§†§†1919 And not being weak in faith, he did not consider his
own body to be dead (when he was about a hundred
years old), nor yet the deadness of Sarah’s womb.
2020 He did not waver at the promise of God through un-
belief, but was strong in faith, giving glory to God,
2121 and being fully persuaded that what God had
promised, He was able to perform. 2222 Therefore “it was
credited to him as righteousness.” §‡§‡2323 Now the words,
“it was credited to him,” were not written for his sake
only, 2424 but also for us, to whom it shall be credited if
we believe in Him who raised Jesus our Lord from the
dead, 2525 who was delivered for our transgressions, and
was raised for our justification.

§‡ Ps 32:1–2. §‡† Ge 17:5. §† Ge 15:5. §‡ Ge 15:6.
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Results of JustificationResults of Justification

Therefore, since we have been justified by faith,
we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus

Christ, 22 through whom we also have access by faith
into this grace in which we stand, and so we rejoice in
hope of the glory of God. 33 Not only so, but we also
boast in tribulation, knowing that tribulation produces
patience, 44 patience produces character, and character
produces hope. 55 And hope does not disappoint, be-
cause the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by
the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.

66 While we were yet weak, in due time Christ died for
the ungodly. 77 Rarely for a righteous man will one die.
Yet perhaps for a good man some would even dare to
die. 88 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in
that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.

99 How much more then, being now justified by His
blood, shall we be saved from wrath through Him.
1010 For if while we were enemies, we were reconciled to
God by the death of His Son, how much more, being
reconciled, shall we be saved by His life. 1111 Further-
more, we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus
Christ, through whom we have now received reconcili-
ation.

Adam and ChristAdam and Christ
1212 Therefore as sin came into the world through one

man and death through sin, so death has spread to all
men, because all have sinned.

1313 For until the law, sin was in the world. But sin is
not counted when there is no law. 1414 Nevertheless
death reigned from Adam to Moses, even over those
who had not sinned in the likeness of Adam’s sin, who
was a type of Him who was to come.

1515 But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if
through the trespass of one man many died, then how
much more has the grace of God and the free gift by
the grace of the one Man, Jesus Christ, abounded to
many. 1616 The gift is not like the result that came
through the one who sinned. For the judgment from
one sin led to condemnation, but the free gift, which
came after many trespasses, leads to justification.
1717 For if by one man’s trespass death reigned through
him, then how much more will those who receive
abundance of grace and the gift of righteousness
reign in life through the One, Jesus Christ.

1818 Therefore just as through the trespass of one man
came condemnation for all men, so through the right-
eous act of One came justification of life for all men.
1919 For just as through one man’s disobedience the
many were made sinners, so by the obedience of One
the many will be made righteous.

2020 But the law entered, so that sin might increase,
but where sin increased, grace abounded much more,
2121 so that just as sin reigned in death, grace might

reign through righteousness unto eternal life through
Jesus Christ our Lord.

Dead to Sin but Alive in ChristDead to Sin but Alive in Christ

What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin
that grace may increase? 22 God forbid! How shall

we who died to sin live any longer in it? 33 Do you not
know that we who were baptized into Jesus Christ
were baptized into His death? 44 Therefore we were
buried with Him by baptism into death, that just as
Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the
Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.

55 For if we have been united with Him in the likeness
of His death, so shall we also be united with Him in the
likeness of His resurrection, 66 knowing this, that our
old man has been crucified with Him, so that the body
of sin might be destroyed, and we should no longer be
slaves to sin. 77 For the one who has died is freed from
sin.

88 Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we shall
also live with Him, 99 knowing that Christ, being raised
from the dead, will never die again; death has no fur-
ther dominion over Him. 1010 For the death He died, He
died to sin once for all, but the life He lives, He lives to
God.

1111 Likewise, you also consider yourselves to be dead
to sin, but alive to God through Jesus Christ our Lord.
1212 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body,
that you should obey it in its lusts. 1313 Do not yield your
members to sin as instruments of unrighteousness,
but yield yourselves to God, as those who are alive
from the dead, and your bodies to God as instruments
of righteousness. 1414 For sin shall not have dominion
over you, for you are not under the law, but under
grace.

Slaves of RighteousnessSlaves of Righteousness
1515 What then? Shall we sin because we are not under

the law but under grace? God forbid! 1616 Do you not
know that to whom you yield yourselves as slaves to
obey, you are slaves of the one whom you obey,
whether of sin leading to death, or of obedience lead-
ing to righteousness? 1717 But thanks be to God, for you
were slaves of sin, but you have obeyed from the
heart that form of teaching to which you were entrust-
ed, 1818 and having been freed from sin, you became the
slaves of righteousness.

1919 I speak in human terms because of the weakness
of your flesh, for just as you have yielded your mem-
bers as slaves to impurity and iniquity leading to more
iniquity, even so now yield your members as slaves to
righteousness unto holiness. 2020 For when you were the
slaves of sin, you were free from righteousness.
2121 What fruit did you have then from the things of
which you are now ashamed? The result of those
things is death. 2222 But now, having been freed from sin
and having become slaves of God, you have fruit unto
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holiness, and the end is eternal life. 2323 For the wages of
sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life through
Jesus Christ our Lord.

An Analogy FrAn Analogy From Marriageom Marriage

Do you not know, brothers (for I speak to those
who know the law), that the law has dominion

over a man as long as he lives? 22 For the woman who
has a husband is bound by the law to her husband so
long as he lives. But if her husband dies, she is re-
leased from the law regarding her husband. 33 So then,
she will be called an adulteress if she marries another
man while her husband lives. But if her husband dies,
she is free from that law, so that she would not be an
adulteress if she marries another man.

44 So, my brothers, you also have died to the law
through the body of Christ, so that you may be mar-
ried to another, to Him who has been raised from the
dead, so that we may bear fruit for God. 55 When we
were in the flesh, the passions of sin, through the law,
worked in our members to bear fruit leading to death.
66 But now we are delivered from the law, having died
to things in which we were bound, so that we may
serve in newness of the Spirit, and not in the oldness
of the letter of the law.

The PrThe Problem of Indwelling Sinoblem of Indwelling Sin
77 What shall we say then? Is the law sin? God forbid!

But I did not know sin, except through the law. I would
not have known coveting if the law had not said, “You
shall not covet.” ††88 But sin, taking opportunity through
the commandment, produced in me all kinds of covet-
ing. For apart from the law sin is dead. 99 I was alive
without the law once, but when the commandment
came, sin revived, and I died. 1010 And the command-
ment, which was intended for life, proved to be death
in me. 1111 For sin, taking opportunity through the com-
mandment, deceived me and killed me through it.
1212 So then, the law is holy and the commandment is
holy and just and good.

1313 Therefore has that which is good become death
unto me? God forbid! Rather, sin, that it might be
shown to be sin, was working death in me through
that which is good, so that sin through the command-
ment might become exceedingly sinful.

1414 We know that the law is spiritual, but I am carnal,
sold under sin. 1515 For what I am doing, I do not under-
stand, for I do not practice what I will to do, but I do
the very thing I hate. 1616 But if I practice what I do not
will to do, I agree with the law that it is good. 1717 So now
it is no longer I that do it, but sin that dwells in me.
1818 For I know that in me (that is, in my flesh) dwells no
good thing, for the will to do what is right is present
with me, but how to perform what is good I do not
find. 1919 For the good I desire to do, I do not do, but the
evil I do not want is what I do. 2020 Now if I do what I do

† Ex 20:17; Dt 5:21.

not want, it is no longer I who does it, but sin that lives
in me.

2121 I find then a law that when I desire to do good, evil
is present with me. 2222 For I delight in the law of God ac-
cording to the inner man, 2323 but I see another law in
my members, warring against the law of my mind and
bringing me into captivity to the law of sin which is in
my members. 2424 O wretched man that I am! Who will
deliver me from the body of this death? 2525 I thank God
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

So then, with my mind, I serve the law of God, but
with my flesh, the law of sin.

Life in the SpiritLife in the Spirit

There is therefore now no condemnation for
those who are in Christ Jesus, who walk not ac-

cording to the flesh, but according to the Spirit. 22 For
the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set me
free from the law of sin and death. 33 For what the law
could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh,
God did by sending His own Son in the likeness of sin-
ful flesh, and concerning sin, He condemned sin in the
flesh, 44 in order that the righteous requirement of the
law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to
the flesh but according to the Spirit.

55 For those who live according to the flesh set their
minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live ac-
cording to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit. 66 To be
carnally minded is death, but to be spiritually minded
is life and peace, 77 for the carnal mind is hostile toward
God, for it is not subject to the law of God, nor indeed
can it be, 88 and those who are in the flesh cannot
please God.

99 You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if
indeed the Spirit of God lives in you. Now if any man
does not have the Spirit of Christ, he does not belong
to Him. 1010 And if Christ is in you, though the body is
dead because of sin, the Spirit is alive because of
righteousness. 1111 But if the Spirit of Him who raised Je-
sus from the dead lives in you, He who raised Christ
from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies
through His Spirit that lives in you.

1212 Therefore, brothers, we are debtors not to the
flesh, to live according to the flesh. 1313 For if you live ac-
cording to the flesh, you will die, but if through the
Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will
live. 1414 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God,
these are the sons of God. 1515 For you have not received
the spirit of slavery again to fear. But you have re-
ceived the Spirit of adoption, by whom we cry, “Abba,
Father.” 1616 The Spirit Himself bears witness with our
spirits that we are the children of God, 1717 and if chil-
dren, then heirs: heirs of God and joint-heirs with
Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him, that we may also
be glorified with Him.
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The Glory That Is to BeThe Glory That Is to Be
1818 For I consider that the sufferings of this present

time are not worthy to be compared with the glory
which shall be revealed to us. 1919 The eager expectation
of the creation waits for the appearance of the sons of
God. 2020 For the creation was subjected to futility, not
willingly, but by the will of Him who subjected it, in
hope 2121 that the creation itself also will be set free from
its slavery to corruption into the glorious freedom of
the children of God.

2222 We know that the whole creation groans and tra-
vails in pain together until now. 2323 Not only that, but
we also, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan
within ourselves while eagerly waiting for adoption,
the redemption of our bodies. 2424 For we are saved
through hope, but hope that is seen is not hope, for
why does a man still hope for what he sees? 2525 But if
we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with pa-
tience.

2626 Likewise, the Spirit helps us in our weaknesses, for
we do not know what to pray for as we ought, but the
Spirit Himself intercedes for us with groanings too
deep for words. 2727 He who searches the hearts knows
what the mind of the Spirit is, because He intercedes
for the saints according to the will of God.

2828 We know that all things work together for good to
those who love God, to those who are called according
to His purpose. 2929 For those whom He foreknew, He
predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son,
so that He might be the firstborn among many broth-
ers. 3030 And those whom He predestined, He also called;
and those whom He called, He also justified; and those
whom He justified, He also glorified.

The LoThe Love of Godve of God
3131 What then shall we say to these things? If God is

for us, who can be against us? 3232 He who did not spare
His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall
He not with Him also freely give us all things? 3333 Who
shall bring a charge against God’s elect? It is God who
justifies. 3434 Who is he who condemns? It is Christ who
died, yes, who is risen, who is also at the right hand of
God, who also intercedes for us. 3535 Who shall separate
us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress,
or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or
sword? 3636 As it is written:
“For Your sake we are killed all day long;
we are counted as sheep for the slaughter.” ††

3737 No, in all these things we are more than conquerors
through Him who loved us. 3838 For I am persuaded that
neither death nor life, neither angels nor principalities
nor powers, neither things present nor things to
come, 3939 neither height nor depth, nor any other creat-
ed thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of
God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

† Ps 44:22.

God’God’s Election of Isrs Election of Israelael

I am speaking the truth in Christ, I am not lying;
my conscience testifies with me in the Holy Spirit,

22 that I have great sorrow and continual anguish in my
heart. 33 For I could wish that I myself were accursed
from Christ for my brothers, my kinsmen by race,
44 who are Israelites, to whom belong the adoption, the
glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the service
of God, and the promises, 55 to whom belong the patri-
archs, and from whom, according to the flesh, is
Christ, who is over all, God forever blessed. Amen.

66 It is not as though the word of God has failed. For
they are not all Israel who are descended from Israel,
77 nor are they all children because they are descen-
dants of Abraham, but “In Isaac shall your descen-
dants be called.” ††††88 So those who are the children of
the flesh are not the children of God, but the children
of the promise are counted as descendants. 99 For this
is the word of promise, “At this time I will come, and
Sarah shall have a son.” ‡‡

1010 Not only that, but Rebekah also had conceived by
one man, our father Isaac. 1111 For before the children
had been born, having done neither evil nor good, so
that the purpose of God according to election might
stand, not of works, but through Him who calls, 1212 it
was said to her, “The elder shall serve the younger.”
‡†‡†1313 As it is written, “Jacob I have loved, but Esau I have
hated.” ‡‡‡‡

1414 What shall we say then? Is there unrighteousness
with God? God forbid! 1515 For He says to Moses,
“I will have mercy on whom I have mercy,
and I will have compassion on whom I have compas-

sion.” ‡‡†‡‡†
1616 So then it is not of him who wills, nor of him who
runs, but of God who shows mercy. 1717 For the Scripture
says to Pharaoh, “For this very purpose I have raised
you up, that I may show My power in you, and that My
name may be proclaimed in all the earth.” ‡‡‡‡‡‡1818 There-
fore He has mercy on whom He wills, and He hardens
whom He wills.

WWrrath and Merath and Mercy of Godcy of God
1919 You will then say to me, “Why does He yet find

fault? For who can resist His will?” 2020 Rather, O man,
who are you to answer back to God? Shall the thing
formed say to him who formed it, “Why have you
made me like this?” 2121 Does the potter not have power
over the clay to make from the same lump one vessel
for honor and another for dishonor?

2222 What if God, willing to show His wrath and to make
His power known, endured with much patience the
vessels of wrath prepared for destruction, 2323 in order
to make known the riches of His glory on the vessels
of mercy, which He previously prepared for glory,

†† Ge 21:12. ‡ Ge 18:10. ‡† Ge 25:23. ‡‡ Mal 1:2. ‡‡†
Ex 33:19. ‡‡‡ Ex 9:16.

ROMANS 8:18 815 ROMANS 9:23



1010 1111

2424 even us, whom He has called, not from the Jews on-
ly, but also from the Gentiles? 2525 As indeed He says in
Hosea:
“I will call those who were not My people, ‘My people,’
and her who was not beloved, ‘Beloved,’” ††

2626 and,
“In the place where it was said to them,
‘You are not My people,’

there they shall be called ‘sons of the living God.’” ††††
2727 Isaiah also cries out concerning Israel:
“Though the number of the children of Israel be like

the sand of the sea,
a remnant shall be saved. ‡‡

2828 For He will finish the work, and cut it short in right-
eousness,

because the Lord will make a quick work upon the
earth.” ‡†‡†

2929 And as Isaiah previously said:
“Unless the Lord of Hosts
had left us a seed,

we would have become like Sodom,
and been made like Gomorrah.” ‡‡‡‡

IsrIsrael and the Gospelael and the Gospel
3030 What shall we say then? The Gentiles, who did not

pursue righteousness, have attained righteousness,
even the righteousness which is by faith, 3131 but Israel,
pursuing the law of righteousness, did not attain the
law of righteousness. 3232 Why not? Because they did not
seek it by faith, but by the works of the law. For they
stumbled over the stumbling stone. 3333 As it is written:
“Look! I lay in Zion a stumbling stone
and rock of offense,

and whoever believes in Him will not be ashamed.” ‡‡†‡‡†

Brothers, my heart’s desire and prayer to God
for Israel is that they may be saved. 22 For I testify

about them that they have a zeal for God, but not ac-
cording to knowledge. 33 For, being ignorant of God’s
righteousness and seeking to establish their own
righteousness, they did not submit to the righteous-
ness of God. 44 Christ is the end of the law unto right-
eousness for every one who believes.

Salvation for AllSalvation for All
55 For Moses writes about the righteousness which is

based on the law: “The man who does those things
shall live by them.” ‡‡‡‡‡‡66 But the righteousness which is
based on faith says, “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who
will ascend into heaven?’” §§ (that is, to bring Christ
down), 77 or, ‘Who will descend into the deep?’” §†§† (that
is, to bring Christ up from the dead). 88 But what does it
say? “The word is near you, in your mouth and in your
heart.” §††§†† This is the word of faith that we preach:
99 that if you confess with your mouth Jesus is Lord, and
believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the

† Hos 2:23. †† Hos 1:10. ‡ Isa 10:22. ‡† Isa 10:23. ‡‡
Isa 1:9. ‡‡† Isa 8:14; 28:16. ‡‡‡ Lev 18:5. § Dt 30:12. §† Dt
30:13. §†† Dt 30:14.

dead, you will be saved, 1010 for with the heart one be-
lieves unto righteousness, and with the mouth confes-
sion is made unto salvation. 1111 For the Scripture says,
“Whoever believes in Him will not be ashamed.” §‡§‡1212 For
there is no distinction between Jew and Greek, for the
same Lord over all is generous toward all who call up-
on Him. 1313 For, “Everyone who calls on the name of the
Lord shall be saved.” §‡†§‡†

1414 How then shall they call on Him in whom they have
not believed? And how shall they believe in Him of
whom they have not heard? And how shall they hear
without a preacher? 1515 And how shall they preach un-
less they are sent? As it is written: “How beautiful are
the feet of those who preach the gospel of peace, who
bring good news of good things!” §†§†

1616 But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah
says, “Lord, who has believed our report?” §‡§‡1717 So then
faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of
God. 1818 But I say, have they not heard? Yes, indeed:
“Their voice went into all the earth,
and their words to the ends of the world.” §§†§§†

1919 But I say, did Israel not know? First, Moses says:
“I will make you jealous by those who are not a na-

tion,
and by a foolish nation I will anger you.” §§‡§§‡

2020 And Isaiah is very bold and says:
“I was found by those who did not seek Me;
I revealed myself to those who did not ask for Me.”

§§§§§§
2121 But to Israel He says:
“All day long I have stretched out My hands
to a disobedient and contrary people.” 1818

The Remnant of IsrThe Remnant of Israelael

I say then, has God rejected His people? God
forbid! For I also am an Israelite, a descendant

of Abraham, of the tribe of Benjamin. 22 God has not re-
jected His people whom He foreknew. Do you not
know what the Scripture says of Elijah? How he pleads
with God against Israel, saying, 33 “Lord, they have
killed Your prophets and destroyed Your altars. I alone
am left, and they seek my life”? 191944 But what is the di-
vine reply to him? “I have kept for Myself seven thou-
sand men, who have not bowed the knee to Baal.”
202055 So then at this present time there is a remnant ac-
cording to the election of grace. 66 And if by grace, then
it is no longer by works; otherwise grace would no
longer be grace. But if it is by works, then is it no
longer by grace; otherwise work would no longer be
work.

77 What then? Israel has not obtained what it was
seeking. But the elect obtained it, and the rest were
hardened. 88 As it is written:
“God has given them a spirit of slumber,
eyes that would not see

§‡ Isa 28:16. §‡† Joel 2:32. §† Isa 52:7. §‡ Isa 53:1. §§†
Ps 19:4. §§‡ Dt 32:21. §§§ Isa 65:1. 18 Isa 65:2. 19 1Ki
19:10. 20 1Ki 19:18.
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and ears that would not hear,
to this very day.” ††

99 And David says:
“Let their table become a snare and a trap,
a stumbling block and a retribution to them.

1010 Let their eyes be darkened, so that they may not
see,

and always bow down their backs.” ††††

The Salvation of the GentilesThe Salvation of the Gentiles
1111 I say then, have they stumbled that they should

fall? God forbid! But through their transgression salva-
tion has come to the Gentiles, to make them jealous.
1212 Now if their transgression means riches for the
world, and their failure means riches for the Gentiles,
how much more will their fullness mean?

1313 For I am speaking to you Gentiles. Inasmuch as I
am the apostle to the Gentiles, I magnify my ministry,
1414 if somehow I may make my kinsmen jealous and
may save some of them. 1515 For if their rejection means
the reconciliation of the world, what will their accep-
tance mean but life from the dead? 1616 If the first por-
tion of the dough is holy, the batch is also holy. And if
the root is holy, so are the branches.

1717 But if some of the branches were broken off, and
you, being a wild olive shoot, were grafted in among
them and became a partaker with them of the root
and richness of the olive tree, 1818 do not boast against
the branches. If you boast, remember you do not sus-
tain the root, but the root sustains you. 1919 You will say
then, “The branches were broken off, so that I might
be grafted in.” 2020 This is correct. They were broken off
because of unbelief, but you stand by faith. Do not be
arrogant, but fear. 2121 For if God did not spare the nat-
ural branches, neither will He spare you.

2222 Therefore consider the goodness and severity of
God—severity toward those who fell, but goodness to-
ward you, if you continue in His goodness. Otherwise,
you also will be cut off. 2323 And these also, if they do not
remain in unbelief, will be grafted in, for God is able to
graft them in again. 2424 For if you were cut out of the
olive tree which is wild by nature, and were grafted
contrary to nature into a cultivated olive tree, how
much more will these, who are the natural branches,
be grafted into their own olive tree?

The RestorThe Restoration of Isration of Israelael
2525 For I do not want you to be ignorant of this mys-

tery, brothers, lest you be wise in your own estimation,
for a partial hardening has come upon Israel until the
fullness of the Gentiles has come in. 2626 And so all Israel
will be saved, as it is written:
“The Deliverer will come out of Zion,
and He will remove ungodliness from Jacob”; ‡‡

2727 “for this is My covenant with them,
when I shall take away their sins.” ‡†‡†

† Isa 29:10. †† Ps 69:22–23. ‡ Isa 59:20.

2828 As concerning the gospel, they are enemies for
your sake, but as regarding the election, they are
beloved for the sake of the patriarchs. 2929 For the gifts
and calling of God are irrevocable. 3030 For just as you
once were disobedient to God, but have now received
mercy through their disobedience, 3131 so these also
have now been disobedient, that they also may receive
mercy by the mercy shown to you. 3232 For God has im-
prisoned them all in disobedience, so that He might
be merciful to all.

3333 O the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowl-
edge of God!

How unsearchable are His judgments
and unfathomable are His ways!

3434 “For who has known the mind of the Lord?
Or who has become His counselor?” ‡‡‡‡

3535 “Or who has first given to Him,
and it shall be repaid to him?” ‡‡†‡‡†

3636 For from Him and through Him and to Him are all
things.

To Him be glory forever! Amen.

The NeThe New Life in Christw Life in Christ

I urge you therefore, brothers, by the mercies
of God, that you present your bodies as a living

sacrifice, holy, and acceptable to God, which is your
reasonable service of worship. 22 Do not be conformed
to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of
your mind, that you may prove what is the good and
acceptable and perfect will of God.

33 For I say, through the grace given to me, to every-
one among you, not to think of himself more highly
than he ought to think, but to think with sound judg-
ment, according to the measure of faith God has dis-
tributed to every man. 44 For just as we have many
parts in one body, and not all parts have the same
function, 55 so we, being many, are one body in Christ,
and all are parts of one another. 66 We have diverse
gifts according to the grace that is given to us: if
prophecy, according to the proportion of faith; 77 if ser-
vice, in serving; he who teaches, in teaching; 88 he who
exhorts, in exhortation; he who gives, with generosity;
he who rules, with diligence; he who shows mercy,
with cheerfulness.

Rules of the Christian LifeRules of the Christian Life
99 Let love be without hypocrisy. Hate what is evil.

Cleave to what is good. 1010 Be devoted to one another
with brotherly love; prefer one another in honor, 1111 do
not be lazy in diligence, be fervent in spirit, serve the
Lord, 1212 rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, perse-
vere in prayer, 1313 contribute to the needs of the saints,
practice hospitality.

1414 Bless those who persecute you; bless, and do not
curse. 1515 Rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep with

‡† Isa 59:20–21; Jer 31:31–34. ‡‡ Isa 40:13. ‡‡† Job 35:7;
41:11.
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1414

those who weep. 1616 Be of the same mind toward one
another. Do not be haughty, but associate with the
lowly. Do not pretend to be wiser than you are.

1717 Repay no one evil for evil. Commend what is hon-
est in the sight of all men. 1818 If it is possible, as much
as it depends on you, live peaceably with all men.
1919 Beloved, do not avenge yourselves, but rather give
place to God’s wrath, for it is written: “Vengeance is
Mine. I will repay,” †† says the Lord. 2020 Therefore
“If your enemy is hungry, feed him;
if he is thirsty, give him a drink;

for in doing so you will heap coals of fire on his
head.” ††††
2121 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with
good.

Subjection to AuthoritiesSubjection to Authorities

Let every person be subject to the governing
authorities, for there is no authority except from

God, and those that exist are appointed by God.
22 Therefore whoever resists the authority resists what
God has appointed, and those who resist will incur
judgment. 33 Rulers are not a terror to good works, but
to evil works. Do you wish to have no fear of the au-
thority? Do what is good, and you will have praise
from him, 44 for he is the servant of God for your good.
But if you do what is evil, be afraid, for he does not
bear the sword in vain, for he is the servant of God, an
avenger to execute wrath upon him who practices evil.
55 So it is necessary to be in subjection, not only be-
cause of wrath, but also for the sake of conscience.

66 For this reason you also pay taxes, for they are
God’s servants, devoting themselves to this very thing.
77 Render to all what is due them: taxes to whom taxes
are due, respect to whom respect is due, fear to whom
fear is due, and honor to whom honor is due.

BrBrotherly Lootherly Loveve
88 Owe no one anything, except to love one another,

for he who loves another has fulfilled the law. 99 For the
commandments, “You shall not commit adultery, You
shall not murder, You shall not steal, You shall not give
false testimony, You shall not covet,” ‡‡ and if there are
any other commandments, are summed up in this say-
ing, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” ‡†‡†1010 Love
works no evil to a neighbor. Therefore love is the ful-
fillment of the law.

The ApprThe Approach of the Day of Christoach of the Day of Christ
1111 Furthermore, knowing the time, now is the mo-

ment to awake from sleep. For now our salvation is
nearer than when we believed. 1212 The night is far
spent, the day is at hand. Therefore let us take off the
works of darkness and put on the armor of light. 1313 Let
us behave properly, as in the day, not in carousing and

† Dt 32:35. †† Pr 25:21–22. ‡ Ex 20:13–15, 17; Dt 5:17–19,
21. ‡† Lev 19:18.

drunkenness, not in immorality and wickedness, not in
strife and envy. 1414 But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and
make no provision for the flesh to fulfill its lusts.

Do Not Judge YDo Not Judge Your Brour Brotherother

Welcome him who is weak in faith, but not for
the purpose of arguing over opinions. 22 For one

has faith to eat all things, but he who is weak eats only
vegetables. 33 Do not let him who eats despise him who
does not eat, and do not let him who does not eat
judge him who eats, for God has welcomed him. 44 Who
are you to judge another man’s servant? To his own
master he stands or falls. And he will stand, for God is
able to make him stand.

55 One man judges one day above another; another
judges every day alike. Let each one be fully persuad-
ed in his own mind. 66 He who observes the day ob-
serves it for the Lord, and he who does not observe
the day, to the Lord he does not observe it. He who
eats, eats in honor of the Lord, for he gives thanks to
God; and the one who does not eat, in honor of the
Lord he does not eat, and gives thanks to God. 77 For
none of us lives for himself, and no one dies for him-
self. 88 For if we live, we live for the Lord. And if we die,
we die for the Lord. So, whether we live or die, we are
the Lord’s.

99 For to this end Christ died and rose and lived again,
so that He might be Lord of both the dead and living.
1010 So why do you judge your brother? Or why do you
despise your brother? For we shall all stand before the
judgment seat of Christ. 1111 For it is written:
“As I live, says the Lord,
every knee shall bow to Me,
and every tongue shall confess to God.” ‡‡‡‡

1212 So then each of us shall give an account of himself
to God.

Do Not Make YDo Not Make Your Brour Brother Stumbleother Stumble
1313 Therefore let us no longer pass judgment on one

another, but rather determine not to put a stumbling
block or an obstacle in a brother’s way. 1414 I know and
am persuaded by the Lord Jesus that nothing is un-
clean in itself, but to him who considers anything to be
unclean, to him it is unclean. 1515 If your brother is griev-
ed because of your food, you are no longer walking in
love. Do not destroy with your food one for whom
Christ died. 1616 So do not let what is good to you be spo-
ken of as evil. 1717 For the kingdom of God does not
mean eating and drinking, but righteousness and
peace and joy in the Holy Spirit. 1818 For he who serves
Christ in these things is acceptable to God and ap-
proved by men.

1919 Therefore let us pursue the things which produce
peace and the things that build up one another. 2020 Do
not destroy the work of God for the sake of food. All
things indeed are clean, but it is evil for the man who

‡‡ Isa 45:23.
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causes someone to fall by what he eats. 2121 It is good
neither to eat meat nor drink wine, nor do anything
whereby your brother stumbles or is offended or is
made weak.

2222 The faith that you have, have as your own convic-
tion before God. Happy is he who does not condemn
himself in what he approves. 2323 But he who doubts is
condemned if he eats, because it is not from faith, for
whatever is not from faith is sin.

Please Others, Not YPlease Others, Not Yourselfourself

We who are strong ought to bear the weak-
nesses of the weak and not please ourselves.

22 Let each of us please his neighbor for his good, lead-
ing to edification. 33 For even Christ did not please Him-
self. But as it is written, “The insults of those who in-
sulted You fell on Me.” ††44 For whatever was previously
written was written for our instruction, so that
through perseverance and encouragement of the
Scriptures we might have hope.

55 Now may the God of perseverance and encourage-
ment grant you to live in harmony with one another in
accordance with Christ Jesus, 66 so that together you
may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ.

The Gospel for JeThe Gospel for Jews and Gentiles Alikews and Gentiles Alike
77 Therefore welcome one another, just as Christ also

welcomed us, for the glory of God. 88 Now I say that Je-
sus Christ has become a servant to the circumcised on
behalf of the truth of God, to confirm the promises
made to the patriarchs, 99 and that the Gentiles might
glorify God for His mercy, as it is written:
“For this reason I will acknowledge You among the

Gentiles,
and I will sing praises to Your name.” ††††

1010 He also says:
“Rejoice, O Gentiles, with His people!” ‡‡

1111 And again:
“Praise the Lord, all you Gentiles;
let all the peoples praise Him.” ‡†‡†

1212 And again Isaiah says:
“There shall be a root of Jesse;
He who shall rise to reign over the Gentiles,

in Him shall the Gentiles hope.” ‡‡‡‡
1313 Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and

peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope,
through the power of the Holy Spirit.

Paul’Paul’s Missionary Commissions Missionary Commission
1414 Now I myself am persuaded concerning you, my

brothers, that you also are full of goodness, filled with
all knowledge, and also able to instruct one another.
1515 Nevertheless, brothers, I have written even more
boldly to you on some points, to remind you, because

† Ps 69:9. †† Ps 18:49. ‡ Dt 32:43. ‡† Ps 117:1. ‡‡ Isa
11:10.

of the grace that is given to me from God, 1616 that I
might be a minister of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles, in
the priestly service of the gospel of God, so that the
offering of the Gentiles might be acceptable, being
sanctified by the Holy Spirit.

1717 In Christ Jesus therefore I have reason to boast in
my service to God. 1818 For I will not dare to speak of
anything except what Christ has accomplished
through me, to make the Gentiles obedient, by word
and deed, 1919 by the power of signs and wonders, by
the power of the Spirit of God, so that from Jerusalem
and as far around as Illyricum, I have fully preached
the gospel of Christ. 2020 So I have strived to preach the
gospel, not where Christ was named, so that I should
not build on another man’s foundation. 2121 But as it is
written:
“To whom He was not announced, they shall see;
and those who have not heard shall understand.” ‡‡†‡‡†

Paul’Paul’s Plan to Visit Romes Plan to Visit Rome
2222 For this reason also I was often hindered from

coming to you. 2323 But now, no longer having a place in
these regions, and having a great desire for many
years to come to you, 2424 whenever I go to Spain, I shall
come to you, for I hope to see you when I pass
through and to be helped on my way there by you,
when I have first enjoyed your company for a little
while. 2525 But now I am going to Jerusalem to minister
to the saints. 2626 For Macedonia and Achaia were
pleased to make some contribution for the poor
among the saints who are in Jerusalem. 2727 It has
pleased them indeed, and they are their debtors. For if
the Gentiles have been partakers of their spiritual
things, they also ought to minister to them in material
things. 2828 Therefore, when I have completed this and
have given this blessing to them, I shall come by way
of you to Spain, 2929 and I know that when I come to you,
I shall come in the fullness of the blessing of the
gospel of Christ.

3030 Now I ask you, brothers, through the Lord Jesus
Christ and through the love of the Spirit, to strive to-
gether with me in your prayers to God on my behalf,
3131 that I may be delivered from the unbelievers in
Judea, and that my ministry for Jerusalem may be ac-
ceptable to the saints, 3232 so that I may come to you
with joy by the will of God, and may be refreshed to-
gether with you. 3333 Now the God of peace be with you
all. Amen.

Personal GrPersonal Greetingseetings

I commend to you our sister Phoebe, who is a
servant ‡‡‡‡‡‡ of the church at Cenchrea, 22 that you

welcome her in the Lord in a manner worthy of the
saints, and that you assist her in whatever matter she
may have need of you, for she has been a helper of
many and of myself as well.

‡‡† Isa 52:15. ‡‡‡ Or a deacon.
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33 Greet Priscilla and Aquila, my fellow workers in
Christ Jesus, 44 who risked their own necks for my
life, to whom not only I, but also all the churches of
the Gentiles, give thanks.
55 Likewise greet the church that is in their house.
Greet my beloved Epaenetus, who is the first con-
vert of Achaia for Christ.
66 Greet Mary, who labored much for us.
77 Greet Andronicus and Junia, my kinsmen and fel-
low prisoners, who are noteworthy among the
apostles, who also came to Christ before me.
88 Greet Ampliatus, my beloved in the Lord.
99 Greet Urbanus, our fellow worker in Christ, and
my beloved Stachys.
1010 Greet Apelles, who is approved in Christ.
Greet those who are of the household of Aristobu-
lus.
1111 Greet Herodion, my kinsman.
Greet those who are of the household of Narcissus,
who are in the Lord.
1212 Greet Tryphena and Tryphosa, who labor in the
Lord.
Greet the beloved Persis, who also labored much in
the Lord.
1313 Greet Rufus, chosen in the Lord, and his mother,
who is like a mother to me.
1414 Greet Asyncritus, Phlegon, Hermes, Patrobas,
Hermas, and the brothers who are with them.
1515 Greet Philologus, Julia, Nereus and his sister, and
Olympas, and all the saints who are with them.
1616 Greet one another with a holy kiss.
The churches of Christ greet you.

1717 Now I urge you, brothers, to closely watch those
who cause divisions and offenses, contrary to the

teaching which you have learned, and avoid them.
1818 For such people do not serve our Lord Jesus Christ,
but their own appetites, and through smooth talk and
flattery they deceive the hearts of the unsuspecting.
1919 Your obedience has become known to all men.
Therefore I am glad on your behalf. Yet I want you to
be wise to that which is good, and innocent to that
which is evil.

2020 The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your
feet.

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
2121 Timothy, my fellow worker, and Lucius, Jason, and

Sosipater, my kinsmen, greet you.
2222 I, Tertius, who wrote this epistle, greet you in the

Lord.
2323 Gaius, who is host to me and to the whole church,

greets you.
Erastus, who is the city treasurer, and our brother

Quartus greet you.
2424 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.

Amen.

DoDoxxologyology
2525 Now to Him who has power to establish you ac-

cording to my gospel and the preaching of Jesus
Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery,
which was kept secret for long ages past, 2626 but now is
revealed by the prophetic Scriptures according to the
commandment of the everlasting God, made known
to all the Gentiles for the obedience of faith, 2727 to the
only wise God, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory
forever. Amen.
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1 C1 CORINTHIANSORINTHIANS
The first epistle of Paul the Apostle to the Corinthians was written between AD 55 and 57 in Ephesus. This letter
addresses Christian life and conduct, because some men in the church at Corinth visited him to report on the
condition of the Corinthian church. Also, Paul had received a letter inquiring about doctrinal and ethical mat-
ters. This letter should be read with care in conjunction with Second Corinthians due to the fact that the second
epistle addresses and resolves similar issues. The great love treatise in chapter 13 must be read in context:
Love must accompany and inform the gifts of the Spirit. First Corinthians reflects the fact that the Holy Spirit
dwells in our hearts, and we should live holy lives that reflect the unity, love, and holiness of God.

GrGreeting and Thanksgivingeeting and Thanksgiving

Paul, called to be an apostle of Jesus Christ
through the will of God, and Sosthenes, our

brother,
22 To the church of God which is at Corinth, to those

who are sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints,
with all who in every place call on the name of Jesus
Christ our Lord, both their Lord and ours:

33 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and
the Lord Jesus Christ.

44 I thank my God always on your behalf for the grace
of God which has been given to you through Jesus
Christ. 55 By Him you are enriched in everything, in all
speech and in all knowledge, 66 even as the testimony
of Christ was confirmed in you, 77 so that you are not
lacking in any gift while waiting for the revelation of
our Lord Jesus Christ. 88 He will strengthen you to the
end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our
Lord Jesus Christ. 99 God is faithful, and by Him you
were called to the fellowship of His Son, Jesus Christ
our Lord.

Divisions in the ChurDivisions in the Churchch
1010 Now I ask you, brothers, by the name of our Lord

Jesus Christ, that you all speak in agreement and that
there be no divisions among you. But be perfectly
joined together in the same mind and in the same
judgment. 1111 For it has been declared to me concern-
ing you, my brothers, by those who are of the house
of Chloe, that there are contentions among you.
1212 Now this is what I mean: Every one of you is saying,
“I am of Paul,” or “I am of Apollos,” or “I am of
Cephas,” or “I am of Christ.”

1313 Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or
were you baptized in the name of Paul? 1414 I thank God
that I baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius,
1515 lest any should say that I had baptized in my own
name. 1616 I also baptized the household of Stephanas.
Besides them, I do not know whether I baptized any
other. 1717 For Christ did not send me to baptize, but to

preach the gospel, not with eloquent words, lest the
cross of Christ should be made of no effect.

Christ the PoChrist the Power and Wisdom of Godwer and Wisdom of God
1818 For to those who are perishing, the preaching of

the cross is foolishness, but to us who are being saved
it is the power of God. 1919 For it is written:
“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise,
and will bring to nothing the understanding of the

prudent.” ††
2020 Where is the wise? Where is the scribe? Where is

the debater of this age? Has God not made the wis-
dom of this world foolish? 2121 For since, in the wisdom
of God, the world through its wisdom did not know
God, it pleased God through the foolishness of
preaching to save those who believe. 2222 For the Jews
require a sign, and the Greeks seek after wisdom.
2323 But we preach Christ crucified, a stumbling block to
the Jews and foolishness to the Greeks. 2424 But to those
who are called, both Jews and Greeks, we preach
Christ as the power of God and the wisdom of God.
2525 For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and
the weakness of God is stronger than men.

2626 For observe your calling, brothers. Among you, not
many wise men according to the flesh, not many
mighty men, and not many noble men were called.
2727 But God has chosen the foolish things of the world
to confound the wise. God has chosen the weak things
of the world to confound the things which are mighty.
2828 And God has chosen the base things of the world
and things which are despised. Yes, and He chose
things which did not exist to bring to nothing things
that do, 2929 so that no flesh should boast in His pres-
ence. 3030 But because of Him you are in Christ Jesus,
whom God made unto us wisdom, righteousness,
sanctification, and redemption. 3131 Therefore, as it is
written, “Let him who boasts, boast in the Lord.” ††††

† Isa 29:14. †† Jer 9:24.
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44

PrProclaiming Christ Crucifiedoclaiming Christ Crucified

Brothers, when I came to you, I did not come
with superiority of speech or wisdom, declaring to

you the testimony of God. 22 For I determined not to
know anything among you except Jesus Christ and
Him crucified. 33 I was with you in weakness and in fear
and in much trembling. 44 My speech and my preaching
was not with enticing words of man’s wisdom, but in
demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 55 so that
your faith should not stand in the wisdom of men, but
in the power of God.

The ReThe Revelation bvelation by God’y God’s Spirits Spirit
66 Yet we speak wisdom among those who are ma-

ture, although not the wisdom of this age, nor of the
rulers of this age, who are coming to nothing. 77 But we
speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, the hidden wis-
dom, which God ordained before the ages for our glo-
ry. 88 None of the rulers of this age knew it. For had
they known it, they would not have crucified the Lord
of glory. 99 But as it is written,
“Eye has not seen,
nor ear heard,

nor has it entered into the heart of man
the things which God has prepared for those who

love Him.” ††
1010 But God has revealed them to us by His Spirit.

For the Spirit searches all things, yes, the deep
things of God. 1111 For what man knows the things of a
man, except the spirit of man which is in him? Like-
wise, no one knows the things of God, except the Spir-
it of God. 1212 Now we have received not the spirit of the
world, but the Spirit which is of God, so that we might
know the things that are freely given to us by God.
1313 These things also we proclaim, not in the words
which man’s wisdom teaches, but which the Holy Spirit
teaches, comparing spiritual things with spiritual.
1414 But the natural man does not receive the things of
the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; nor
can he know them, because they are spiritually dis-
cerned. 1515 But he who is spiritual judges all things. Yet
he himself is not judged by anyone. 1616 For
“who has known the mind of the Lord
that he may instruct Him?” ††††

But we have the mind of Christ.

FelloFellow Servants of Godw Servants of God

Brothers, I could not speak to you as to spiritual
men, but as to worldly, even as to babes in Christ.

22 I have fed you with milk and not with solid food. For
to this day you were not able to endure it. Nor are you
able now, 33 for you are still worldly. Since there is envy,
strife, and divisions among you, are you not worldly
and behaving as mere men? 44 For while one says, “I

† Isa 64:4. †† Isa 40:13.

am of Paul,” and another, “I am of Apollos,” are you
not worldly?

55 Who then is Paul, and who is Apollos, but ministers
by whom you believed, even as the Lord gave to each
one? 66 I have planted, Apollos watered, but God gave
the increase. 77 So then neither is he who plants nor he
who waters anything, but God who gives the increase.
88 Now he who plants and he who waters are one, and
each one will receive his own reward according to his
own labor. 99 For we are laborers together with God:
You are God’s vineyard; you are God’s building.

1010 According to the grace of God which has been giv-
en to me, as a wise master builder, I have laid the
foundation, but another builds on it. Now let each one
take heed how he builds on it. 1111 For no one can lay an-
other foundation than that which was laid, which is Je-
sus Christ. 1212 Now if anyone builds on this foundation
with gold, silver, precious stones, wood, hay, or stub-
ble, 1313 each one’s work will be revealed. For the Day will
declare it, because it will be revealed by fire, and the
fire will test what sort of work each has done. 1414 If any-
one’s work which he has built on the foundation en-
dures, he will receive a reward. 1515 If anyone’s work is
burned, he will suffer loss. But he himself will be
saved, still going through the fire.

1616 Do you not know that you are the temple of God,
and that the Spirit of God dwells in you? 1717 If anyone
defiles the temple of God, God will destroy him. For
the temple of God is holy. And you are His temple.

1818 Let no one deceive himself. If anyone among you
seems to be wise in this world, let him become a fool
that he may be wise. 1919 For the wisdom of this world is
foolishness with God. For it is written, “He catches the
wise in their own craftiness,” ‡‡2020 and again, “The Lord
knows the thoughts of the wise, that they are vain.”
‡†‡†2121 Therefore let no one boast in men. For all things
are yours: 2222 whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas or the
world or life or death or things present or things to
come, all are yours, 2323 and you are Christ’s, and Christ
is God’s.

The Ministry of the ApostlesThe Ministry of the Apostles

Let a man so regard us as the ministers of Christ
and stewards of the mysteries of God. 22 Moreover

it is required in stewards that a man be found faithful.
33 But with me it is a very small thing that I should be
judged by you or by man’s judgment. I do not even
judge myself. 44 For I know nothing against myself. Yet I
am not justified by this. But He who judges me is the
Lord. 55 Therefore judge nothing before the appointed
time until the Lord comes. He will bring to light the
hidden things of darkness and will reveal the purposes
of the hearts. Then everyone will have commendation
from God.

66 Brothers, I have figuratively applied these things to
myself and to Apollos for your sakes, so that you may
learn from us not to think of men above that which is

‡ Job 5:13. ‡† Ps 94:11.
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written, and that not one of you would be arrogant for
one against another. 77 For who makes you differ from
another? And what do you have that you did not re-
ceive? Now if you received it, why do you boast as if
you had not received it?

88 Now you are full, now you are rich; you have begun
reigning as kings without us, and I wish to God you
reigned, so that we also might reign with you. 99 For I
think that God has exhibited us, the apostles, last, as if
we were sentenced to death. For we have been made
a spectacle to the world, to angels and to men. 1010 We
are fools for Christ’s sake, but you are wise in Christ.
We are weak, but you are strong. You are honorable,
but we are despised. 1111 Even to this present hour we
both hunger and thirst, and are poorly clothed and
beaten and homeless. 1212 We labor, working with our
own hands. Being reviled, we bless. Being persecuted,
we endure. 1313 Being slandered, we encourage. We are
made as the filth of the world, and are the refuse of all
things to this day.

1414 I do not write these things to shame you, but as
my beloved sons I warn you. 1515 For if you were to have
ten thousand instructors in Christ, yet you do not have
many fathers. In Christ Jesus I have become a father
to you through the gospel. 1616 So I implore you, be fol-
lowers of me. 1717 Therefore I have sent Timothy to you.
He is my beloved son and is faithful in the Lord. He will
remind you of my ways which are in Christ, as I teach
everywhere in every church.

1818 Now some are arrogant, as though I were not
coming to you. 1919 But I will come to you shortly if the
Lord wills. And I will know not only what those who are
arrogant are saying, but also their power. 2020 For the
kingdom of God is not in word, but in power. 2121 What
do you desire? Shall I come to you with a rod, or in
love and in the spirit of meekness?

Judgment Against ImmorJudgment Against Immoralityality

It is actually reported that there is sexual im-
morality among you, and such immorality as is

not even named among the Gentiles, that a man has
his father’s wife. 22 But you are arrogant. Instead you
should have mourned, so that he who has done this
deed might be removed from among you. 33 For in-
deed, though absent in body but present in spirit, I
have already, as if I were present, judged him who has
done this deed, 44 in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.
When you are assembled, along with my spirit, in the
power of our Lord Jesus Christ, 55 deliver him to Satan
for the destruction of the flesh, so that the spirit may
be saved on the day of the Lord Jesus. 66 Your boasting
is not good. Do you not know that a little yeast leavens
the whole batch? 77 Therefore purge out the old yeast,
that you may be a new batch, since you are unleav-
ened. For even Christ, our Passover, has been sacri-
ficed for us. 88 Therefore let us keep the feast, not with
old yeast, nor with the yeast of malice and wickedness,
but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.

99 I wrote to you in my letter not to keep company
with sexually immoral people. 1010 Yet I did not mean the
sexually immoral people of this world, or the covetous
and extortioners, or the idolaters, since you would
then need to go out of the world. 1111 But I have written
to you not to keep company with any man who is
called a brother, who is sexually immoral, or covetous,
or an idolater, or a reviler, or a drunkard, or an extor-
tioner. Do not even eat with such a person.

1212 For what have I to do with judging those also who
are outside? Do you not judge those who are inside?
1313 But God judges those who are outside. Therefore
“put away from among yourselves that wicked per-
son.” ††

Going to Law BeforGoing to Law Before Unbeliee Unbelieversvers

Dare any of you, having a matter against anoth-
er, go to the law before the unrighteous, and not

before the saints? 22 Do you not know that the saints
will judge the world? If the world will be judged by
you, are you unworthy to judge the smallest matters?
33 Do you not know that we shall judge angels? How
much more the things that pertain to this life? 44 If then
you have judgments dealing with matters of this life,
do you appoint as judges those who are least es-
teemed in the church? 55 I speak to your shame. Is it
true that there is not even one wise man among you
who shall be able to judge between his brothers? 66 But
brother goes to the law against brother, and before
unbelievers, at that.

77 Now therefore it is already an utter failure for you
that you go to law against one another. Why not
rather be wronged? Why not rather be defrauded?
88 But you yourselves do wrong and defraud, and do
this to your brothers.

99 Do you not know that the unrighteous will not in-
herit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived. Neither
the sexually immoral, nor idolaters, nor adulterers,
nor male prostitutes, nor homosexuals, 1010 nor thieves,
nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extor-
tioners will inherit the kingdom of God. 1111 Such were
some of you. But you were washed, you were sancti-
fied, and you were justified in the name of the Lord Je-
sus by the Spirit of our God.

Glorify God in YGlorify God in Your Bodyour Body
1212 “All things are lawful to me,” but not all things are

helpful. “All things are lawful for me,” but I will not be
brought under the power of anything. 1313 “Food is for
the belly, and the belly is for food,” but God will de-
stroy both of them. Now the body is not for sexual im-
morality, but for the Lord, and the Lord is for the body.
1414 God has raised up the Lord and will also raise us up
by His own power. 1515 Do you not know that your bodies
are the parts of Christ? Shall I then take the parts of
Christ and make them the parts of a harlot? God for-

† Dt 17:7; 19:19; 21:21; 22:21; 24:7.
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bid! 1616 What? Do you not know that he who is joined to
a harlot is one body with her? For “the two,” He says,
“shall become one flesh.” ††1717 But he who is joined to
the Lord becomes one spirit with Him.

1818 Escape from sexual immorality. Every sin that a
man commits is outside the body. But he who com-
mits sexual immorality sins against his own body.
1919 What? Do you not know that your body is the temple
of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have re-
ceived from God, and that you are not your own?
2020 You were bought with a price. Therefore glorify God
in your body and in your spirit, which are God’s.

Questions About MarriageQuestions About Marriage

Now concerning the things about which you
wrote to me: “It is good for a man not to touch a

woman.” 22 Nevertheless, because of sexual immorality,
let every man have his own wife, and let every woman
have her own husband. 33 Let the husband render to
the wife due affection, and likewise the wife to the
husband. 44 The wife does not have authority over her
own body, but the husband does. Likewise, the hus-
band does not have authority over his own body, but
the wife does. 55 Do not deprive one another except
with consent for a time, that you may give yourselves
to fasting and prayer. Then come together again, so
that Satan does not tempt you for lack of self-control.
66 I speak this as a concession and not as a command.
77 For I would that all men were even as I myself. But
every man has his proper gift from God, one after this
manner and another after that.

88 I say to the unmarried and widows that it is good
for them if they live even as I am. 99 But if they cannot
restrain themselves, let them marry. For it is better to
marry than to burn with passion.

1010 Now to the married I command, not I, but the
Lord, do not let the wife depart from her husband.
1111 But if she departs, let her remain unmarried or be
reconciled to her husband. And do not let the husband
divorce his wife.

1212 To the rest I speak, not the Lord: If any brother has
an unbelieving wife who consents to live with him, he
should not divorce her. 1313 And if the woman has an un-
believing husband who consents to live with her, she
should not divorce him. 1414 For the unbelieving hus-
band is sanctified by the wife, and the unbelieving wife
is sanctified by the husband. Otherwise, your children
would be unclean. But now they are holy.

1515 But if the unbeliever departs, let that one depart. A
brother or a sister is not bound in such cases. God has
called us to peace. 1616 For how do you know, O wife,
whether you will save your husband? Or how do you
know, O husband, whether you will save your wife?

† Ge 2:24.

Living as God Called YLiving as God Called Youou
1717 But as God has given to every man and as the Lord

has called every man, so let him walk. This I command
in all churches. 1818 Is any man called while circumcised?
Let him not become uncircumcised. Is any man called
while uncircumcised? Let him not be circumcised.
1919 Circumcision is nothing, and uncircumcision is noth-
ing, but the keeping of the commandments of God is
everything. 2020 Let each man remain in the same condi-
tion in which he was called. 2121 Were you called while a
servant? Do not worry about it. But if you may become
free, do so. 2222 For he who is called in the Lord while a
servant is the Lord’s freeman. Likewise, he who is
called while free is Christ’s servant. 2323 You were bought
at a price. Do not be the servants of men. 2424 Brothers,
let every man, in whatever condition he is called, re-
main there with God.

The Unmarried and WidoThe Unmarried and Widowsws
2525 Now concerning virgins, I have no command from

the Lord. Yet I will give my judgment as one who has
obtained mercy from the Lord to be faithful. 2626 I sup-
pose therefore that this is good because of the pre-
sent distress, that it is good for a man to remain as he
is. 2727 Are you committed to a wife? Do not seek to be
uncommitted. Are you free from a wife? Do not seek a
wife. 2828 But if you marry, you have not sinned. And if a
virgin marries, she has not sinned. Nevertheless they
will have trouble in this life, but I would spare you
that.

2929 But this I say, brothers, the time is short. It re-
mains that those who have wives should be as though
they had none; 3030 those who weep, as though they did
not weep; those who rejoice, as though they did not
rejoice; those who buy, as though they possessed
nothing; 3131 and those who use this world, as though
they did not make full use of it. For the form of this
world is passing away.

3232 But I prefer that you have no concern. He who is
unmarried cares for the things of the Lord, how he
may please the Lord. 3333 But he who is married cares for
the things of the world, how he may please his wife.
3434 There is a difference between a wife and a virgin.
The unmarried woman cares for the things of the
Lord, that she may be holy in body and in spirit. But
she who is married cares for the things of the world,
how she may please her husband. 3535 I say this for your
own benefit, not to put any restraint upon you, but for
what is proper, and that you may serve the Lord with-
out distraction.

3636 If any man thinks that he is behaving improperly
toward his virgin, †††† and if she is past the flower of her
youth, and passions so require, let him do what he
will. He does not sin. Let them marry. 3737 Nevertheless

†† Some versions translate this word as “virgin daughters,” oth-
ers translate it as “fiancée.” Since the Greek text itself remains un-
clear, the editors have chosen to keep the literal translation.
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he who stands steadfast in his heart without necessity,
and has power over his own will, and has so decreed
in his heart that he will keep his virgin, does well. 3838 So
then he who gives her in marriage does well, but he
who gives her not in marriage does better.

3939 The wife is bound by the law as long as her hus-
band lives. But if her husband dies, she is at liberty to
be married to whom she will, but only in the Lord.
4040 But in my judgment she is happier if she so remains
as she is. And I think that I have the Spirit of God.

Food OfferFood Offered to Idolsed to Idols

Now as concerning food offered to idols: We
know that “we all have knowledge.” Knowledge

produces arrogance, but love edifies. 22 So if anyone
thinks that he knows anything, he knows nothing yet
as he ought to know. 33 But if anyone loves God, this
one is known by Him.

44 So concerning the eating of foods that are offered
in sacrifice to idols, we know that an idol is nothing in
the world, and that there is no other God but one.
55 For there are those who are called gods, whether in
heaven or in earth, as there are many gods and many
lords. 66 But for us there is but one God, the Father,
from whom are all things and for whom we exist. And
there is one Lord Jesus Christ, through whom are all
things and through whom we exist.

77 However, not everyone has this knowledge. Some,
being accustomed to the idol until now, eat the food
as a thing offered to an idol. So their weak conscience
is defiled. 88 But food does not commend us to God.
Neither if we eat are we the better, nor if we do not
eat are we the worse.

99 But take heed, lest by any means this liberty of
yours becomes a stumbling block to those who are
weak. 1010 For if anyone sees you, who have knowledge,
eating in the idol’s temple, shall the conscience of him
who is weak not be emboldened to eat those things
which are offered to idols, 1111 and by your knowledge
shall the weak brother perish, for whom Christ died?
1212 When you thus sin against the brothers, wounding
their weak conscience, you sin against Christ. 1313 There-
fore, if food causes my brother to stumble, I will never
eat meat, lest I cause my brother to stumble.

The Rights of an ApostleThe Rights of an Apostle

Am I not an apostle? Am I not free? Have I not
seen Jesus Christ our Lord? Are you not my work

in the Lord? 22 If I am not an apostle to others, yet in-
deed I am to you. For you are the seal of my apostle-
ship in the Lord.

33 This is my answer to those who examine me. 44 Do
we have no right to eat and to drink? 55 Do we not have
the right to take along a believing wife as do other
apostles, the brothers of the Lord, and Cephas? 66 Or is
it only Barnabas and I who have no right to refrain
from working?

77 Who goes to war at any time at his own expense?
Who plants a vineyard, but does not eat of its fruit? Or
who feeds a flock, but does not drink of the flock’s
milk? 88 Do I say these things as a man? Or does the law
not say the same thing also? 99 For it is written in the
Law of Moses, “You shall not muzzle the mouth of the
ox while it treads out the grain.” †† Is God concerned
about oxen? 1010 Or does He say it completely for our
sake? For our sake, no doubt, this is written so that he
who plows should plow in hope, and that he who
threshes in hope should partake of his hope. 1111 If we
have sown for you spiritual things, is it a great thing if
we shall reap your material things? 1212 If others partake
of this right over you, should not we instead?

Nevertheless, we have not used this right, but suffer
all things, lest we might hinder the gospel of Christ.
1313 Do you not know that those who minister unto holy
things live from the things of the temple? And do you
not know that those who wait at the altar partake of
the altar? 1414 In the same way, the Lord has ordained
that those who preach the gospel should live from the
gospel.

1515 But I have used none of these rights, nor have I
written these things that it should be so done to me.
For it would be better for me to die than allow anyone
to make my boasting void. 1616 Though I preach the
gospel, I have nothing to boast of, for the requirement
is laid upon me. Yes, woe unto me if I do not preach
the gospel! 1717 So if I do this willingly, I have a reward,
but if against my will, I have been entrusted with a
commission. 1818 What is my reward then? Truly that
when I preach the gospel, I may present the gospel of
Christ without charge, so that I may not abuse my au-
thority in the gospel.

1919 For though I am free from all men, I have made
myself servant to all, that I might win even more. 2020 To
the Jews, I became as a Jew, that I might win the Jews;
to those who are under the law, as under the law, that
I might win those who are under the law; 2121 to those
who are outside the law, as outside the law (being not
without God’s law, but under Christ’s law) that I might
win those who are outside the law. 2222 To the weak, I be-
came as weak, that I might win the weak. I have be-
come all things to all men, that I might by all means
save some. 2323 This I do for the gospel’s sake, that I
might partake of it with you.

2424 Do you not know that all those who run in a race
run, but one receives the prize? So run, that you may
obtain it. 2525 Everyone who strives for the prize exercis-
es self-control in all things. Now they do it to obtain a
corruptible crown, but we an incorruptible one. 2626 So,
therefore, I run, not with uncertainty. So I fight, not as
one who beats the air. 2727 But I bring and keep my body
under subjection, lest when preaching to others I my-
self should be disqualified.

† Dt 25:4.
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WWarning Against Idolatryarning Against Idolatry

I would not want you to be unaware that all our
fathers were under the cloud, and all passed

through the sea, 22 and all were baptized into Moses in
the cloud and in the sea; 33 all ate the same spiritual
food; 44 and all drank the same spiritual drink, for they
drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them, and
that Rock was Christ. 55 But with many of them God was
not well pleased, and they were overthrown in the
wilderness.

66 Now these things were our examples to the intent
that we should not lust after evil things as they lusted.
77 Neither be idolaters as were some of them. As it is
written, “The people sat down to eat and drink and
rose up to revel.” ††88 Neither let us commit sexual im-
morality as some of them committed, when twenty-
three thousand fell in one day. 99 Neither let us tempt
Christ, as some of them also tempted and were de-
stroyed by serpents. 1010 Neither murmur, as some of
them also murmured and were destroyed by the de-
stroyer.

1111 Now all these things happened to them for exam-
ples. They are written as an admonition to us, upon
whom the end of the ages has come. 1212 Therefore let
him who thinks he stands take heed, lest he fall. 1313 No
temptation has taken you except what is common to
man. God is faithful, and He will not permit you to be
tempted above what you can endure, but will with the
temptation also make a way to escape, that you may
be able to bear it.

1414 So, my beloved, flee from idolatry. 1515 I speak as to
wise men. Judge for yourselves what I say. 1616 The cup
of blessing which we bless, is it not the communion of
the blood of Christ? The bread which we break, is it
not the communion of the body of Christ? 1717 For we,
being many, are one bread and one body, for we are
all partakers of that one bread.

1818 Consider Israel after the flesh: Are not those who
eat of the sacrifices partakers of the altar? 1919 What am
I saying then, that the idol is anything or that which is
offered in sacrifice to idols is anything? 2020 But I say that
the things which the Gentiles sacrifice, they sacrifice to
demons, and not to God. I do not want you to have fel-
lowship with demons. 2121 You cannot drink the cup of
the Lord and the cup of demons. You cannot be par-
takers of the Lord’s table and of the table of demons.
2222 Do we provoke the Lord to jealousy? Are we
stronger than He?

Do All to the Glory of GodDo All to the Glory of God
2323 “All things are lawful for me,” but not all things are

helpful. “All things are lawful for me,” but not all things
edify. 2424 Let no one seek his own, but each one the oth-
er’s well-being.

† Ex 32:6.

2525 Eat whatever is sold in the meat market, asking no
question for the sake of conscience, 2626 for “The earth is
the Lord’s, and everything in it.” ††††

2727 If any of those who do not believe invite you to a
feast, and you desire to go, eat whatever is set before
you, asking no question for the sake of conscience.
2828 But if anyone says to you, “This was offered in sacri-
fice to idols,” do not eat it for the sake of him that
mentioned it and for the sake of conscience, for “The
earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it.” ‡‡2929 Conscience,
I say, not your own, but that of the other. For why is
my liberty judged by another man’s conscience? 3030 If I
partake with thankfulness, why am I slandered con-
cerning that for which I give thanks?

3131 Therefore, whether you eat, or drink, or whatever
you do, do it all to the glory of God. 3232 Give no offense,
neither to the Jews, nor to the Gentiles, nor to the
church of God, 3333 just as I try to please all men in all
things, not seeking my own profit, but the profit of
many, that they may be saved.

Follow me as I follow Christ.

CoCovering the Head in Wvering the Head in Worshiporship
22 I praise you, brothers, that you remember me in all

things and keep the traditions as I delivered them to
you.

33 But I would have you know that the head of the
woman is the man, the head of every man is Christ,
and the head of Christ is God. 44 Every man praying or
prophesying having his head covered dishonors his
head, 55 but every woman who prays or prophesies
with her head uncovered dishonors her head, for that
is the same as if she were shaved. 66 For if the woman is
not covered, let her also cut off her hair. But if it is a
shame for a woman to have her hair cut off or shaved,
let her be covered. 77 For a man indeed ought not to
cover his head, because he is the image and glory of
God. But the woman is the glory of the man. 88 The
man is not from the woman, but the woman from the
man. 99 The man was not created for the woman, but
the woman for the man. 1010 For this reason the woman
ought to have a veil of authority over her head, be-
cause of the angels.

1111 Nevertheless, neither is the man without the
woman, nor the woman without the man in the Lord.
1212 For just as the woman came from the man, so the
man comes through the woman, but all things come
from God.

1313 Judge for yourselves. Is it proper for a woman to
pray to God uncovered? 1414 Does even nature itself not
teach you that if a man has long hair it is a shame to
him? 1515 But if a woman has long hair, it is a glory to
her, for her hair is given her for a covering. 1616 But if
anyone seems to be contentious, we have no such
custom, nor have the churches of God.

†† Ps 24:1. ‡ Ps 24:1.
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Abuses at the LorAbuses at the Lord’d’s Suppers Supper
1717 Now in what I have to say to you, I do not praise

you. You have come together not for the better, but
for the worse. 1818 First of all, when you come together
as the church, I hear that there are divisions among
you, and in part I believe it. 1919 For there must also be
factions among you so that those who are genuine
may become evident among you. 2020 Therefore when
you come together into one place, it is not to eat the
Lord’s Supper. 2121 For in eating, each one eats his own
supper ahead of others. One goes hungry, and anoth-
er becomes drunk. 2222 What? Do you not have houses
to eat and to drink in? Or do you despise the church of
God and shame those who have nothing? What shall I
say to you? Shall I praise you in this? I do not praise
you.

The LorThe Lord’d’s Suppers Supper
Mt 26:26–29; Mk 14:22–25; Lk 22:14–20

2323 I have received of the Lord that which I delivered
to you: that the Lord Jesus, on the night in which He
was betrayed, took bread. 2424 When He had given
thanks, He broke it and said, “Take and eat. This is My
body which is broken for you. Do this in remembrance
of Me.” ††2525 In the same manner He took the cup after
He had supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant
in My blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in re-
membrance of Me.” ††††2626 As often as you eat this bread
and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until
He comes.

Partaking of the Supper UnworthilyPartaking of the Supper Unworthily
2727 Therefore whoever eats this bread and drinks this

cup of the Lord unworthily will be guilty of the body
and blood of the Lord. 2828 Let a man examine himself,
and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup. 2929 For he
who eats and drinks unworthily, eats and drinks
damnation to himself, not discerning the Lord’s body.
3030 For this reason many are weak and unhealthy
among you, and many die. 3131 If we would judge our-
selves, we would not be judged. 3232 But when we are
judged, we are disciplined by the Lord, so that we
would not be condemned with the world.

3333 So, my brothers, when you come together to eat,
wait for one another. 3434 If anyone hungers, let him eat
at home, so that you may not come together into con-
demnation.

I will set the rest in order when I come.

Spiritual GiftsSpiritual Gifts

Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers, I do
not want you to be ignorant. 22 You know that

you were Gentiles, carried away to these dumb idols,
however you were led. 33 Therefore I make known to

† Mt 26:26; Mk 14:22; Lk 22:19. †† Mt 26:27–28; Mk 14:24; Lk
22:20.

you that no one speaking by the Spirit of God says, “Je-
sus be cursed!” And no one can say, “Jesus is the Lord,”
except by the Holy Spirit.

44 There are various gifts, but the same Spirit. 55 There
are differences of administrations, but the same Lord.
66 There are various operations, but it is the same God
who operates all of them in all people.

77 But the manifestation of the Spirit is given to every-
one for the common good. 88 To one is given by the
Spirit the word of wisdom, to another the word of
knowledge by the same Spirit, 99 to another faith by the
same Spirit, to another gifts of healings by the same
Spirit, 1010 to another the working of miracles, to another
prophecy, to another discerning of spirits, to another
various kinds of tongues, and to another the interpre-
tation of tongues. 1111 But that one and very same Spirit
works all these, dividing to each one individually as He
will.

One Body With Many MembersOne Body With Many Members
1212 For as the body is one and has many parts, and all

the many parts of that one body are one body, so also
is Christ. 1313 For by one Spirit we are all baptized into
one body, whether we are Jews or Gentiles, whether
we are slaves or free, and we have all been made to
drink of one Spirit.

1414 The body is not one part, but many. 1515 If the foot
says, “Because I am not the hand, I am not of the
body,” is it therefore not of the body? 1616 And if the ear
says, “Because I am not the eye, I am not of the body,”
is it therefore not of the body? 1717 If the whole body
were an eye, where would the hearing be? If the whole
body were hearing, where would the sense of smell
be? 1818 But now God has established the parts, every
one of them, in the body as it has pleased Him. 1919 If
they were all one part, where would the body be? 2020 So
there are many parts, yet one body.

2121 The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of
you,” nor the head to the feet, “I have no need of you.”
2222 No, those parts of the body which seem to be weak-
er are necessary. 2323 And those parts of the body which
we think are less honorable, upon these we bestow
more abundant honor. And our less respectable parts
are treated with much more respect, 2424 whereas our
more respectable parts have no need of this. But God
has composed the body, having given more abundant
honor to that part which lacks it, 2525 so that there
should be no division in the body, but that the parts
should have the same care for one another. 2626 If one
part suffers, all the parts suffer with it, and if one part
is honored, all the parts rejoice with it.

2727 Now you are the body of Christ and members indi-
vidually. 2828 God has put these in the church: first apos-
tles, second prophets, third teachers, after that mira-
cles, then gifts of healings, helps, governments, and
various tongues. 2929 Are all apostles? Are all prophets?
Are all teachers? Are all workers of miracles? 3030 Do all
have the gifts of healings? Do all speak with tongues?
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Do all interpret? 3131 But earnestly covet the greater
gifts.

LoLoveve

Yet I show you a more excellent way.
If I speak with the tongues of men and of an-
gels, and have not love, I have become as

sounding brass or a clanging cymbal. 22 If I have the
gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries and all
knowledge, and if I have all faith, so that I could re-
move mountains, and have not love, I am nothing. 33 If
I give all my goods to feed the poor, and if I give my
body to be burned, and have not love, it profits me
nothing.

44 Love suffers long and is kind; love envies not; love
flaunts not itself and is not puffed up, 55 does not be-
have itself improperly, seeks not its own, is not easily
provoked, thinks no evil; 66 rejoices not in iniquity, but
rejoices in the truth; 77 bears all things, believes all
things, hopes all things, and endures all things.

88 Love never fails. But if there are prophecies, they
shall fail; if there are tongues, they shall cease; and if
there is knowledge, it shall vanish. 99 For we know in
part, and we prophesy in part. 1010 But when that which
is perfect comes, then that which is imperfect shall
pass away. 1111 When I was a child, I spoke as a child, I
understood as a child, and I thought as a child. But
when I became a man, I put away childish things.
1212 For now we see as through a glass, dimly, but then,
face to face. Now I know in part, but then I shall know,
even as I also am known.

1313 So now abide faith, hope, and love, these three.
But the greatest of these is love.

TTongues and Prongues and Prophecyophecy

Follow after love and desire spiritual gifts, but
especially that you may prophesy. 22 For he who

speaks in an unknown tongue does not speak to men,
but to God. For no one understands him, although in
the spirit, he speaks mysteries. 33 But he who prophe-
sies speaks to men for their edification and exhorta-
tion and comfort. 44 He who speaks in an unknown
tongue edifies himself, but he who prophesies edifies
the church. 55 I desire that you all speak in tongues, but
even more that you prophesy. For greater is he who
prophesies than he who speaks in tongues, unless he
interprets, so that the church may receive edification.

66 Now, brothers, if I come to you speaking in
tongues, what shall I profit you, unless I speak to you
by revelation or knowledge or prophesying or doc-
trine? 77 Even when things without life give sound,
whether flute or harp, how will it be known what is
played unless they give a distinction in the sounds? 88 If
the trumpet makes an uncertain sound, who will pre-
pare himself for the battle? 99 So also you, unless with
the tongue you speak words easy to understand, how
will it be known what is spoken? For you shall speak in-

to the air. 1010 There are, it may be, so many kinds of lan-
guages in the world, and none of them is without sig-
nificance. 1111 Therefore, if I do not know the meaning of
the speech, I shall be a barbarian to him who speaks,
and he who speaks will be a barbarian to me. 1212 So,
seeing that you are zealous of spiritual gifts, seek that
you may excel to the edifying of the church.

1313 Let him who speaks in an unknown tongue pray
that he may interpret. 1414 For if I pray in an unknown
tongue, my spirit prays, but my understanding is un-
fruitful. 1515 What is it then? I will pray with the spirit, and
I will pray with the understanding. I will sing with the
spirit, and I will sing with the understanding. 1616 Other-
wise, when you bless with the spirit, how will he who
occupies the place of the unlearned say “Amen” at
your giving of thanks, seeing he does not understand
what you say? 1717 For you indeed give thanks well, but
the other is not edified.

1818 I thank my God that I speak in tongues more than
you all. 1919 Yet in the church I had rather speak five
words with my understanding, that by my voice I
might teach others also, than ten thousand words in
an unknown tongue.

2020 Brothers, do not be children in your thinking;
rather be infants in evil, but in your thinking be ma-
ture. 2121 In the law it is written:
“With men of other tongues
and other lips

I will speak to this people;
but even then they will not hear Me,” ††

says the Lord.
2222 So tongues are for a sign, not to believers, but to

unbelievers. But prophesying does not serve unbeliev-
ers, but believers. 2323 Therefore if the whole church as-
sembles in one place and all speak with tongues, and
those who are unlearned or unbelievers come in, will
they not say that you are out of your mind? 2424 But if all
prophesy and there comes in one who does not be-
lieve or one unlearned, he is convinced by all and
judged by all. 2525 Thus the secrets of his heart are re-
vealed. And so falling down on his face, he will wor-
ship God and report that God is truly among you.

All Things to Be Done in OrAll Things to Be Done in Orderder
2626 How is it then, brothers? When you come together,

every one of you has a psalm, a teaching, a tongue, a
revelation, and an interpretation. Let all things be
done for edification. 2727 If anyone speaks in an un-
known tongue, let it be by two, or at the most by
three, and each in turn, and let one interpret. 2828 But if
there is no interpreter, let him remain silent in the
church, and let him speak to himself and to God.

2929 Let two or three prophets speak, and let the others
judge. 3030 If anything is revealed to another that sits by,
let the first keep silent. 3131 For you may all prophesy
one by one, that all may learn and all may be encour-
aged. 3232 The spirits of the prophets are subject to the

† Isa 28:11–12.
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prophets. 3333 For God is not the author of confusion,
but of peace, as in all churches of the saints.

3434 Let your women remain silent in the churches. For
they are not permitted to speak. They are commanded
to be under obedience, as the law also says. 3535 If they
will learn anything, let them ask their husbands at
home, for it is a shame for women to speak in the
church.

3636 What? Did the word of God come from you? Or did
it come to you only? 3737 If anyone thinks himself to be a
prophet or spiritual, let him acknowledge that what I
am writing you is a command of the Lord. 3838 But if any-
one is ignorant, let him be ignorant.

3939 Therefore, brothers, eagerly desire to prophesy,
and do not forbid speaking in tongues. 4040 Let all things
be done decently and in order.

The ResurrThe Resurrection of Christection of Christ

Now, brothers, I declare to you the gospel
which I preached to you, which you have re-

ceived, and in which you stand. 22 Through it you are
saved, if you keep in memory what I preached to you,
unless you have believed in vain.

33 For I delivered to you first of all that which I also re-
ceived: how Christ died for our sins according to the
Scriptures, 44 was buried, rose again the third day ac-
cording to the Scriptures, 55 and was seen by Cephas,
and then by the twelve. 66 Then He was seen by over
five hundred brothers at once, of whom the greater
part remain to this present time, though some have
passed away. 77 Then He was seen by James and then
by all the apostles. 88 Last of all, He was seen by me al-
so, as by one born at the wrong time.

99 For I am the least of the apostles and am not fit to
be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church
of God. 1010 But by the grace of God I am what I am. And
His grace toward me was not in vain. I labored more
abundantly than all of them, yet not I, but the grace of
God which was with me. 1111 Therefore, whether it was I
or they, so we preach and so you believed.

The ResurrThe Resurrection of the Deadection of the Dead
1212 Now if Christ is preached that He rose from the

dead, how can some of you say that there is no resur-
rection of the dead? 1313 If there is no resurrection of the
dead, then Christ has not risen. 1414 If Christ has not
risen, then our preaching is vain, and your faith is also
vain. 1515 Yes, and we would then be found false witness-
es of God, because we have testified that God raised
up Christ, whom He did not raise up, if in fact the dead
do not rise. 1616 For if the dead do not rise, then Christ
has not been raised. 1717 If Christ is not raised, your faith
is vain; you are still in your sins. 1818 Then they also who
have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. 1919 If in this
life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men
most miserable.

2020 But now is Christ risen from the dead and become
the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep. 2121 For
since death came by man, by man came also the res-
urrection of the dead. 2222 For as in Adam all die, even so
in Christ shall all be made alive. 2323 But every man in his
own order: Christ the first fruits; afterward, those who
are Christ’s at His coming. 2424 Then comes the end
when He will deliver up the kingdom to God the Fa-
ther, when He puts an end to all rule and all authority
and power. 2525 For He will reign until He has put all ene-
mies under His feet. 2626 The last enemy that will be de-
stroyed is death. 2727 For He “has put all things under His
feet.” †† But when He says, “all things are put under
Him,” it is revealed that He, who has put all things un-
der Him, is the exception. 2828 When all things are sub-
jected to Him, then the Son Himself will also be subject
to Him who put all things under Him, that God may be
all in all.

2929 Otherwise, what will they do who are baptized for
the dead, if the dead do not rise at all? Why are they
then baptized for the dead? 3030 And why do we stand in
danger every hour? 3131 I affirm, by the boasting in you
which I have in Christ Jesus our Lord, I die daily. 3232 If, in
the manner of men, I have fought with beasts at Eph-
esus, what advantage is it to me if the dead do not
rise?
“Let us eat and drink,
for tomorrow we die.” ††††

3333 Do not be deceived: “Bad company corrupts good
morals.” 3434 Awake to righteousness and do not sin, for
some do not have the knowledge of God. I say this to
your shame.

The ResurrThe Resurrection Bodyection Body
3535 But someone will say, “How are the dead raised

up? With what body do they come?” 3636 You fool! What
you sow is not made alive unless it dies. 3737 When you
sow, you do not sow the body that shall be, but a bare
kernel, perhaps of wheat or of some other grain.
3838 Then God gives it a body as He pleases, and to each
seed its own body. 3939 All flesh is not the same flesh.
There is one kind of flesh of men, another flesh of
beasts, another of fish, and another of birds. 4040 There
are also celestial bodies and terrestrial bodies. The
glory of the celestial is one, and the glory of the terres-
trial is another. 4141 There is one glory of the sun, and
another glory of the moon, and another glory of the
stars. One star differs from another star in glory.

4242 So also is the resurrection of the dead. The bodyThe body is
sown in corruption; it is raised in incorruption. 4343 It is
sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory. It is sown in
weakness, it is raised in power. 4444 It is sown a natural
body, it is raised a spiritual body.

There is a natural body, and there is a spiritual body.
4545 So it is written, “The first man Adam was made a liv-
ing soul.” ‡‡ The last Adam was made a life-giving spirit.
4646 However, that which is spiritual is not first, but the

† Ps 8:6. †† Isa 22:13. ‡ Ge 2:7.
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natural, and then the spiritual. 4747 The first man was of
the earth, made of dust; the second man was the Lord
from heaven. 4848 As was the man of dust, so are those
who are of dust; and as is the man of heaven, so are
those who are of heaven. 4949 As we have borne the im-
age of the man of dust, we shall also bear the image
of the man of heaven.

5050 Now this I say, brothers, that flesh and blood can-
not inherit the kingdom of God, nor does corruption
inherit incorruption. 5151 Listen, I tell you a mystery: We
shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed. 5252 In a
moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trum-
pet, for the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised
incorruptible, and we shall be changed. 5353 For this cor-
ruptible will put on incorruption, and this mortal will
put on immortality. 5454 When this corruptible will have
put on incorruption, and this mortal will have put on
immortality, then the saying that is written shall come
to pass: “Death is swallowed up in victory.” ††

5555 “O death, where is your sting?
O grave, where is your victory?” ††††

5656 The sting of death is sin, and the strength of sin is
the law. 5757 But thanks be to God, who gives us the vic-
tory through our Lord Jesus Christ!

5858 Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, un-
movable, always abounding in the work of the Lord,
knowing that your labor in the Lord is not in vain.

The Contribution for the SaintsThe Contribution for the Saints

Now concerning the collection for the saints, as
I have given instruction to the churches of Gala-

tia, so even you must do. 22 On the first day of the week
let every one of you lay in store, as God has prospered
him, so that no collections be made when I come.
33 And when I come, I will send whomever you approve
with your letters to take your generous gifts to
Jerusalem. 44 If it is fitting that I go also, they will go
with me.

† Isa 25:8. †† Hos 13:14.

Paul’Paul’s Plans for Ts Plans for Trravelavel
55 Now I will come to you after I pass through Mace-

donia. For I will pass through Macedonia. 66 It may be
that I will remain, of course, and spend the winter with
you, that you may send me on my journey wherever I
go. 77 For I do not wish to see you now in passing. In-
stead, I trust to remain a while with you, if the Lord
permits. 88 But I will remain at Ephesus until Pentecost.
99 For a great and effective door has opened to me, and
there are many adversaries.

1010 Now if Timothy comes, see that he may remain
with you without fear, for he does the work of the
Lord, as I also do. 1111 Therefore let no one despise him.
But send him on his way in peace, that he may come
to me. I am expecting him with the brothers.

1212 As for our brother Apollos, I greatly wanted him to
come to you with the brothers. But he was not willing
at all to come at this time. However, he will come
when he has a convenient time.

1313 Watch, stand fast in the faith, be bold like men,
and be strong. 1414 Let all that you do be done with love.

1515 You know the house of Stephanas, that it is the
first fruits of Achaia, and that they have devoted them-
selves to the ministry of the saints. So I ask you, broth-
ers, 1616 that you submit yourselves to such people, and
to everyone who helps and labors with us. 1717 I am hap-
py about the arrival of Stephanas, Fortunatus, and
Achaicus, for they supplied what was lacking on your
part. 1818 They have refreshed my spirit and yours.
Therefore acknowledge these men.

Final Request and GrFinal Request and Greetingseetings
1919 The churches of Asia greet you. Aquila and Priscilla

greet you heartily in the Lord, with the church that is
in their house. 2020 All the brothers greet you. Greet one
another with a holy kiss.

2121 I, Paul, write this greeting with my own hand.
2222 If anyone does not love the Lord Jesus Christ, let

him be accursed. Come, O Lord!
2323 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
2424 My love be with you all in Christ Jesus. Amen.
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2 C2 CORINTHIANSORINTHIANS
The second epistle of Paul the Apostle to the Corinthians was written in about AD 55 or 56, a year or so after
Paul wrote First Corinthians. Paul wrote Second Corinthians somewhere in Macedonia, perhaps from Philippi.
The purpose of this letter was to comfort those who repented after reading his rebukes in First Corinthians, as
well as to warn against following false apostles. This follow-up letter should be read after First Corinthians in
order to see the continuity between the two letters. Second Corinthians is a relational letter with great insights
regarding the restoration of fallen individuals and general warnings to the Christians in Corinth. It also pre-
sents Paul in defense of his own humble ministry in the face of more dazzling (false) apostles. Experience the
compassion of Paul the Apostle after he administered discipline in First Corinthians. But also heed his warning:
Do not be led astray from the humble heart of the Gospel.

SalutationSalutation

Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God,
and Timothy our brother,

To the church of God which is at Corinth, with all the
saints who are in all Achaia:

22 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and
from the Lord Jesus Christ.

Paul’Paul’s Thanksgiving After Afflictions Thanksgiving After Affliction
33 Blessed be God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,

the Father of mercies, and the God of all comfort,
44 who comforts us in all our tribulation, that we may
be able to comfort those who are in any trouble by the
comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by
God. 55 As the sufferings of Christ abound in us, so our
consolation also abounds through Christ. 66 If we are
afflicted, it is for your consolation and salvation, which
is effective in enduring the same sufferings which we
also suffer. Or if we are comforted, it is for your conso-
lation and salvation. 77 Our hope for you is steadfast,
knowing that as you partake in the sufferings, so also
you will partake of the consolation.

88 For we would not, brothers, have you ignorant of
our troubles which came to us in Asia. We were pres-
sured beyond measure, above strength, so that we de-
spaired even of life. 99 We had the sentence of death in
ourselves, so that we would not trust in ourselves, but
in God who raises the dead. 1010 He delivered us from so
great a death and does deliver us. In Him we trust that
He will still deliver us, 1111 as you help together by pray-
ing for us, so that thanks may be given by many on
our behalf for the gift bestowed upon us by means of
many persons.

Paul’Paul’s Ts Trravel Plans Changeavel Plans Change
1212 For our rejoicing is this: The testimony of our con-

science is that we conducted ourselves in the world,
and more abundantly toward you, in simplicity and

godly sincerity, not with fleshly wisdom, but by the
grace of God. 1313 For we write nothing else to you than
what you read or understand. And I trust you will un-
derstand even to the end, 1414 as you have understood
us in part, that we are yours, boasting even as you are
ours on the day of the Lord Jesus.

1515 In this confidence I planned to come to you before,
that you might have a second benefit: 1616 to visit you
while going to Macedonia, and to come again to you
from Macedonia, and then be sent by you on my way
to Judea. 1717 Therefore, when I was planning this, did I
do this lightly? Or the things that I plan, do I plan ac-
cording to the flesh, so that I would tell you “Yes, yes”
and “No, no”?

1818 But as God is true, we did not tell you “Yes” and
“No.” 1919 For the Son of God, Jesus Christ, who was
preached among you by us, even by Silas, Timothy,
and me, was not “Yes” and “No.” In Him it was “Yes.”
2020 For all the promises of God in Him are “Yes,” and in
Him “Amen,” to the glory of God through us. 2121 Now He
who establishes us with you in Christ and has anoint-
ed us is God, 2222 who also has sealed us and established
the guarantee with the Spirit in our hearts.

2323 Moreover I call God as a witness upon my soul,
that it is to spare you that I have not yet gone to
Corinth. 2424 Not that we have dominion over your faith,
but we are fellow workers for your joy, for by faith you
stand.

But I determined this for myself, that I would not
come again to you in sorrow. 22 For if I make you

sorrowful, who then will there be to make me rejoice,
but the one whom I have made sorrowful? 33 I wrote
concerning this matter to you, so that when I came, I
would not be grieved by those in whom I ought to re-
joice, having confidence in you all, that my joy is your
joy. 44 For out of much affliction and anguish of heart I
wrote to you with many tears, not that you should be
grieved, but that you might know the love which I
have more abundantly for you.
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ForForgiveness for the Offendergiveness for the Offender
55 But if anyone has caused grief, he has not grieved

me, but to some extent all of you, not to put it too se-
verely. 66 This punishment which was inflicted by many
on such a man is sufficient. 77 So on the contrary, you
ought to forgive him and comfort him, lest perhaps he
might be swallowed up with excessive sorrow. 88 There-
fore I ask you to confirm your love toward him. 99 For to
this end I also wrote, so that I might know that you are
proving yourselves by whether you are being obedient
in all things. 1010 Whomever you forgive anything, I also
forgive. For if I forgave someone anything, for your
sakes I forgave it in Christ, 1111 lest Satan should take ad-
vantage of us. For we are not ignorant of his devices.

Paul’Paul’s Anxiety in Ts Anxiety in Trroasoas
1212 Furthermore, when I came to Troas to preach

Christ’s gospel, and a door was opened to me by the
Lord, 1313 I had no rest in my spirit, because I did not
find Titus my brother. So taking my leave of them, I
went from there into Macedonia.

1414 Now thanks be to God who always causes us to tri-
umph in Christ and through us reveals the fragrance
of His knowledge in every place. 1515 For we are to God a
sweet fragrance of Christ among those who are saved
and among those who perish. 1616 To the one we are the
fragrance of death, which brings death, and to the
other the fragrance of life, which brings life. Who is
sufficient for these things? 1717 For we are not as many
are who peddle the word of God. Instead, being sent
by God, we sincerely speak in Christ in the sight of
God.

Ministers of the NeMinisters of the New Cow Covenantvenant

Do we begin again to commend ourselves? Or do
we need, as some others, letters of commenda-

tion to you, or letters of commendation from you?
22 You are our letter written in our hearts, known and
read by all men. 33 For you are prominently declared to
be the letter of Christ, prepared by us, written not with
ink but with the Spirit of the living God, not on tablets
of stone but on human tablets of the heart.

44 We have such trust through Christ toward God,
55 not that we are sufficient in ourselves to take credit
for anything of ourselves, but our sufficiency is from
God, 66 who has made us able ministers of the new
covenant, not of the letter but of the Spirit. For the let-
ter kills, but the Spirit gives life.

77 If the ministry that brought death, written and en-
graved on stones, was glorious, so that the children of
Israel could not look intently at the face of Moses be-
cause of the glory of his countenance, the glory which
was to fade away, 88 how will the ministry of the Spirit
not be more glorious? 99 For if the ministry of condem-
nation is glorious, the ministry of righteousness much
more exceeds it in glory. 1010 Even that which was made

glorious had no glory in comparison to the glory that
excels. 1111 For if that which fades was glorious, that
which remains is much more glorious.

1212 Seeing then that we have such hope, we speak
with great boldness, 1313 not as Moses, who put a veil
over his face, so that the children of Israel could not
look intently at the end of what was fading away. 1414 In-
stead, their minds were blinded. For until this day the
same veil remains unlifted in the reading of the old
covenant, the veil which was done away with in Christ.
1515 But even to this day, when Moses is read, the veil is
in their hearts. 1616 Nevertheless when anyone turns to
the Lord, the veil is removed. 1717 Now the Lord is the
Spirit. And where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liber-
ty. 1818 But we all, seeing the glory of the Lord with un-
veiled faces, as in a mirror, are being transformed into
the same image from glory to glory by the Spirit of the
Lord.

TTrreasureasure in Earthen Ve in Earthen Vesselsessels

Therefore, since we have this ministry through
the mercy we have received, we do not lose heart.

22 But we have renounced the secret things of shame,
not walking in craftiness nor handling the word of God
deceitfully, but by expressing the truth and commend-
ing ourselves to every man’s conscience in the sight of
God. 33 But if our gospel is hidden, it is hidden to those
who are lost. 44 The god of this world has blinded the
minds of those who do not believe, lest the light of the
glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God,
should shine on them. 55 For we do not preach our-
selves, but Christ Jesus the Lord, and ourselves your
servants for Jesus’ sake. 66 For God, who commanded
the light to shine out of darkness, has shone in our
hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory
of God in the face of Jesus Christ.

77 But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, the
excellency of the power being from God and not from
ourselves. 88 We are troubled on every side, yet not dis-
tressed; we are perplexed, but not in despair; 99 perse-
cuted, but not forsaken; cast down, but not destroyed;
1010 and always carrying around in the body the death of
the Lord Jesus, that also the life of Jesus might be ex-
pressed in our bodies. 1111 For we who live are always
delivered to death for Jesus’ sake, that also the life of
Jesus might be manifested in our mortal flesh. 1212 So
then, death works in us, but life in you.

1313 We have the same spirit of faith. As it is written, “I
believed, and therefore I have spoken.” †† So we also
believe and therefore speak, 1414 knowing that He who
raised the Lord Jesus will also raise us through Jesus
and will present us with you. 1515 All these things are for
your sakes, so that the abundant grace through the
thanksgiving of many might overflow to the glory of
God.

† Ps 116:10, LXX (Septuagint).
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Living bLiving by Faithy Faith
1616 For this reason we do not lose heart: Even though

our outward man is perishing, yet our inward man is
being renewed day by day. 1717 Our light affliction, which
lasts but for a moment, works for us a far more ex-
ceeding and eternal weight of glory, 1818 while we do not
look at the things which are seen, but at the things
which are not seen. For the things which are seen are
temporal, but the things which are not seen are eter-
nal.

We know that if our earthly house, this tent, were
to be destroyed, we have an eternal building of

God in the heavens, a house not made with hands. 22 In
this one we groan, earnestly desiring to be sheltered
with our house which is from heaven. 33 Thus being
sheltered, we shall not be found unsheltered. 44 For we
who are in this tent groan, being burdened, not be-
cause we wish to be unclothed, but to be further
clothed, so that what is mortal might be swallowed up
by life. 55 Now He who has created us for this very thing
is God, who also has given to us the guarantee of the
Spirit.

66 Therefore we are always confident, knowing that
while we are at home in the body, we are absent from
the Lord. 77 For we walk by faith, not by sight. 88 Instead,
I say that we are confident and willing to be absent
from the body and to be present with the Lord. 99 So
whether present or absent, we labor that we may be
accepted by Him. 1010 For we must all appear before the
judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive his
recompense in the body, according to what he has
done, whether it was good or bad.

The Ministry of ReconciliationThe Ministry of Reconciliation
1111 Therefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we per-

suade men. But we are revealed to God, and I trust we
are also revealed in your consciences. 1212 For we are not
commending ourselves again to you. Instead, we give
you occasion to boast on our behalf, that you may
have something to answer those who boast in appear-
ance and not in heart. 1313 If we are beside ourselves, it
is for God; if we are in our right mind, it is for you.
1414 For the love of Christ constrains us, because we thus
judge: that if one died for all, then all have died. 1515 And
He died for all, that those who live should not from
now on live for themselves, but for Him who died for
them and rose again.

1616 So from now on we do not regard anyone accord-
ing to the flesh. Yes, though we have known Christ ac-
cording to the flesh, yet we do not regard Him as such
from now on. 1717 Therefore, if any man is in Christ, he is
a new creature. Old things have passed away. Look, all
things have become new. 1818 All this is from God, who
has reconciled us to Himself through Jesus Christ and
has given to us the ministry of reconciliation, 1919 that is,
that God was in Christ reconciling the world to Him-

self, not counting their sins against them, and has en-
trusted to us the message of reconciliation. 2020 So we
are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were
pleading through us. We implore you in Christ’s stead:
Be reconciled to God. 2121 God made Him who knew no
sin to be sin for us, that we might become the right-
eousness of God in Him.

As workers together with God, we ask you not to
receive the grace of God in vain. 22 For He says:

“In an acceptable time I have listened to you,
and in the day of salvation I have helped you.” ††

Look, now is the accepted time; look, now is the day of
salvation.

33 We give no offense in anything, that our service
may not be blamed. 44 But in all things we commend
ourselves as servants of God: in much patience, in af-
flictions, in necessities, in distress, 55 in stripes, in im-
prisonments, in tumults, in labors, in sleeplessness,
and in hunger; 66 by purity, by knowledge, by patience,
by kindness, by the Holy Spirit, by genuine love, 77 by
the word of truth, by the power of God, by the armor
of righteousness on the right hand and on the left,
88 by honor and dishonor, by evil report and good re-
port; as deceivers, and yet true; 99 as unknown, and yet
well known; as dying, and look, we live; as punished,
but not killed; 1010 as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as
poor, yet making many rich; and as having nothing,
and yet possessing all things.

1111 O Corinthians, we have spoken frankly to you; our
heart is opened wide. 1212 You are not restrained by us,
but you are restrained in your own affections. 1313 In re-
turn (I speak as to my children) you also be open.

The TThe Temple of the Living Godemple of the Living God
1414 Do not be unequally yoked together with unbeliev-

ers. For what fellowship has righteousness with un-
righteousness? What communion has light with dark-
ness? 1515 What agreement has Christ with Belial? Or
what part has he who believes with an unbeliever?
1616 What agreement has the temple of God with idols?
For you are the temple of the living God. As God has
said:
“I will live in them
and walk in them.

I will be their God,
and they shall be My people.” ††††

1717 Therefore,
“Come out from among them
and be separate,
says the Lord.

Do not touch what is unclean,
and I will receive you.” ‡‡

1818 “I will be a Father to you,
and you shall be My sons and daughters,
says the Lord Almighty.” ‡†‡†

† Isa 49:8. †† Lev 26:12; Jer 32:38; Eze 37:27. ‡ Isa 52:11;
Eze 20:34, 41. ‡† 2Sa 7:14.
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Since we have these promises, beloved, let us
cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh

and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.

Paul’Paul’s Jos Joy at the Chury at the Churchch’’s Repentances Repentance
22 Accept us. We have wronged no one, we have cor-

rupted no one, and we have defrauded no one. 33 I do
not say this to condemn you, for I have said before
that you are in our hearts, so that we would die or live
with you. 44 Great is my boldness of speech toward you;
great is my boasting of you. I am filled with comfort,
and I am exceedingly joyful in all our tribulation.

55 For when we came to Macedonia, our bodies had
no rest, and we were troubled on every side. On the
outside were conflicts; on the inside were fears. 66 Nev-
ertheless God, who comforts the downcast, comforted
us through the coming of Titus, 77 and not only by his
coming, but also by the comfort with which he was
comforted in you, when he told us about your sincere
desire, your mourning, and your zeal toward me, so
that I rejoiced even more.

88 Though I caused you sorrow by my letter, I do not
regret it, though I did regret it. For I perceive that this
same letter has caused you sorrow, though only for a
while. 99 Now I rejoice, not that you were made sorrow-
ful, but that your sorrow led to repentance. For you
were made sorrowful in a godly way, that you might
not suffer loss in any way through us. 1010 Godly sorrow
produces repentance that leads to salvation and
brings no regret, but the sorrow of the world produces
death. 1111 For observe this very thing, which you sor-
rowed in a godly way: What carefulness it produced in
you, what vindication of yourselves, what indignation,
what fear, what intense desire, what zeal, what aveng-
ing of wrong! In all things you have proven yourselves
to be innocent in this matter. 1212 So though I wrote to
you, I did it not because of him who had done the
wrong, nor because of him who suffered wrong, but
that our care for you in the sight of God might be evi-
dent to you. 1313 Therefore we were comforted in your
comfort.

Yes, and we were exceedingly the more joyful for the
sake of Titus, because his spirit was refreshed by you
all. 1414 So I am not ashamed if I have boasted of any-
thing to him regarding you. But as we spoke all things
to you in truth, even our boasting in the presence of
Titus is found to be true. 1515 Now his affection abounds
all the more toward you, as he remembers the obedi-
ence of you all, how with fear and trembling you re-
ceived him. 1616 Therefore I rejoice that I have confi-
dence in you in everything.

LiberLiberal Givingal Giving

Moreover, brothers, we want you to experience
the grace of God bestowed on the churches of

Macedonia, 22 how in a great trial of affliction, the
abundance of their joy and their deep poverty over-

flowed toward the riches of their generous giving.
33 For I bear record that according to their means, and
beyond their means, they freely gave, 44 begging us
with much urgency that we would receive the gift and
the fellowship of ministering to the saints. 55 This they
did, not as we expected. First, they gave themselves to
the Lord, and then to us by the will of God. 66 So we
urged Titus, that as he had begun, so he would also
complete this gracious deed for you. 77 But as you
abound in everything—in faith, in utterance, in knowl-
edge, in all diligence, and in your love to us—see that
you abound in this grace also.

88 I say this not as a command, but to prove through
the authenticity of others, the sincerity also of your
love. 99 For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
that though He was rich, yet for your sakes He became
poor, that through His poverty you might be rich.

1010 And in this matter I give my advice. It is appropri-
ate for you, who began last year not only to give, but
also to willingly give. 1111 Now therefore complete the
task, so that, as there was a willingness to do so, there
may be a performance of it according to your means.
1212 For if there is a willing mind first, the gift is accepted
according to what a man possesses and not according
to what he does not possess.

1313 I do not mean that other men have relief, and you
be burdened, 1414 but for equality, that your abundance
now at this time may supply their need, and their
abundance may supply your need—that there may be
equality. 1515 As it is written, “He who gathered much
had no excess. And he who gathered little had no
lack.” ††

1616 But thanks be to God, who placed the same sin-
cere care in the heart of Titus for you. 1717 For indeed he
accepted the exhortation. But being more zealous, he
went to you of his own accord. 1818 And we have sent
with him the brother whose praise is in the gospel
throughout all the churches. 1919 And not only that, but
he was also chosen by the churches to travel with us
with this gift, which we administer to the glory of the
same Lord, and to declare your willing mind, 2020 to pre-
vent any man from blaming us in administering this
abundant gift, 2121 providing for honest things, not only
in the sight of the Lord but also in the sight of men.

2222 Furthermore, we have sent with them our brother
whom we have frequently proved diligent in many
things, but now is much more diligent, due to the
great confidence which he has in you. 2323 If anyone in-
quires about Titus, he is my partner and fellow helper
concerning you. Or if our brothers are inquired about,
they are the messengers of the churches, and the glo-
ry of Christ. 2424 Therefore show to them, and before the
churches, the proof of your love and of our boasting
on your behalf.

† Ex 16:18.
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The Offering for the SaintsThe Offering for the Saints

It is redundant for me to write to you concerning
the ministry to the saints. 22 I know your willing-

ness, for which I boast of you to those in Macedonia,
that Achaia was ready a year ago, and your zeal has
stirred up most of them. 33 Yet I have sent the brothers,
lest our boasting of you might be in vain in this case,
that, as I said, you may be ready; 44 and lest if any
Macedonians come with me and find you unprepared,
we (not to mention you) should be ashamed of this
confident boasting. 55 Therefore I thought it necessary
to exhort the brothers to go ahead to you and arrange
beforehand your bountiful gift you previously
promised, that it might be prepared as a gift, not as a
matter of greed.

66 But this I say: He who sows sparingly will also reap
sparingly, and he who sows bountifully will also reap
bountifully. 77 Let every man give according to the pur-
poses in his heart, not grudgingly or out of necessity,
for God loves a cheerful giver. 88 God is able to make all
grace abound toward you, so that you, always having
enough of everything, may abound to every good
work. 99 As it is written:
“He has dispersed abroad, He has given to the poor;
His righteousness remains forever.” ††

1010 Now He who supplies seed to the sower and sup-
plies bread for your food will also multiply your seed
sown and increase the fruits of your righteousness.
1111 So you will be enriched in everything to all bountiful-
ness, which makes us give thanks to God.

1212 For the administration of this service not only sup-
plies the need of the saints, but is abundant also
through many thanksgivings to God. 1313 Meanwhile,
through the performance of this ministry, they glorify
God for the profession of your faith in the gospel of
Christ and for your liberal sharing with them and with
all others. 1414 And in their prayer for you, they long for
you because of the surpassing grace of God in you.
1515 Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift.

Paul Defends His MinistryPaul Defends His Ministry

Now I, Paul, who am lowly in presence among
you but bold toward you while absent, appeal to

you by the meekness and gentleness of Christ. 22 I beg
you that when I am present, I might not have to be
bold with that confidence by which I intend to be bold
against some, who think of us as if we walked accord-
ing to the flesh. 33 For though we walk in the flesh, we
do not war according to the flesh. 44 For the weapons of
our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to
the pulling down of strongholds, 55 casting down imagi-
nations and every high thing that exalts itself against
the knowledge of God, bringing every thought into
captivity to the obedience of Christ, 66 and being ready

† Ps 112:9.

to punish all disobedience when your obedience is
complete.

77 Do you look at things from the outward appear-
ance? If any man trusts that he is Christ’s, let him con-
sider again that, as he is Christ’s, even so are we
Christ’s. 88 For even if I should boast somewhat more of
our authority, which the Lord has given us for edifica-
tion and not for your destruction, I shall not be
ashamed, 99 lest I appear to frighten you by my letters.
1010 “For his letters,” they say, “are weighty and powerful,
but his bodily presence is weak, and his speech con-
temptible.” 1111 Let such a person consider this: that as
we are in word by letters when we are absent, we will
also be in deed when we are present.

1212 For we dare not count or compare ourselves with
those who commend themselves. They who measure
themselves by one another and compare themselves
with one another are not wise. 1313 But we will not boast
beyond measure, but within the boundaries which
God has appointed us, which reach even you. 1414 For we
are not overextending ourselves as though we did not
reach you, since we have come to you, preaching the
gospel of Christ. 1515 We are not boasting of things be-
yond our measure in other men’s labors. But we have
hope that when your faith is increased, our region
shall be greatly enlarged by you, 1616 to preach the
gospel in the regions beyond you and not to boast in
another man’s accomplishments. 1717 But, “Let him who
boasts, boast in the Lord.” ††††1818 For it is not he who com-
mends himself who is approved, but he whom the
Lord commends.

Paul and the False ApostlesPaul and the False Apostles

I would to God you could bear with me a little in
my folly. Indeed, bear with me. 22 For I am jeal-

ous over you with godly jealousy. For I have espoused
you to one husband, that I may present you as a
chaste virgin to Christ. 33 But I fear that somehow, as
the serpent deceived Eve through his trickery, so your
minds might be led astray from the simplicity that is in
Christ. 44 For if he who comes preaches another Jesus,
whom we have not preached, or if you receive another
spirit, which you have not received, or another gospel,
which you have not accepted, you might submit to it
readily enough. 55 For I think I am not in any way inferi-
or to the most eminent of the apostles. 66 Even though
I am unpolished in speech, yet I am not in knowledge.
All things about us have been thoroughly revealed to
you.

77 Did I commit a sin in abasing myself that you might
be exalted, because I preached to you the gospel of
God free of charge? 88 I robbed other churches by ac-
cepting wages from them to serve you. 99 Furthermore,
when I was present with you and was lacking, I was a
burden to no one. For the brothers who came from
Macedonia supplied what I lacked. In all things I have
kept myself from being burdensome to you, and so

†† Jer 9:24.
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will I keep myself. 1010 As the truth of Christ is in me, no
one shall stop me from this boasting in the regions of
Achaia. 1111 Why? Because I do not love you? God knows.
1212 And I will continue doing what I am doing, that I
may cut off the opportunity from those who desire an
opportunity to be found equal to us in what they boast
about.

1313 For such are false apostles and deceitful workers,
disguising themselves as apostles of Christ. 1414 And no
wonder! For even Satan disguises himself as an angel
of light. 1515 Therefore it is no great thing if his ministers
also disguise themselves as ministers of righteous-
ness, whose end will be according to their works.

Paul’Paul’s Sufferings as an Apostles Sufferings as an Apostle
1616 I say again, let no one think that I am a fool. Other-

wise, at least receive me as a fool, so that I also may
boast a little. 1717 What I speak, I speak not according to
the Lord, but as it were foolishly, in this confidence of
boasting. 1818 Seeing that many boast according to the
flesh, I also will boast. 1919 For you tolerate fools gladly,
seeing you yourselves are wise. 2020 For you permit it if a
man brings you into bondage, if a man devours you, if
a man takes from you, if a man exalts himself, or if a
man strikes you on the face. 2121 I say to my reproach
that we were too weak for that.

But whenever anyone is bold (I speak foolishly), I am
bold also. 2222 Are they Hebrews? So am I. Are they Is-
raelites? So am I. Are they the seed of Abraham? So
am I. 2323 Are they servants of Christ? I speak as a fool. I
am more: in labors more abundant, in stripes above
measure, in prisons more frequently, in deaths often.
2424 Five times I received from the Jews forty lashes mi-
nus one. 2525 Three times I was beaten with rods; once I
was stoned; three times I suffered shipwreck; a night
and a day I have been in the deep; 2626 in journeys often,
in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils by my
own countrymen, in perils by the Gentiles, in perils in
the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea,
in perils among false brothers; 2727 in weariness and
painfulness, in sleeplessness often, in hunger and
thirst, in fastings often, and in cold and nakedness.
2828 Beside the external things, the care of all the church-
es pressures me daily. 2929 Who is weak, and I am not
weak? Who is led into sin, and I am not distressed?

3030 If I must boast, I will boast of the things which con-
cern my weakness. 3131 The God and Father of our Lord
Jesus Christ, who is blessed forevermore, knows that I
am not lying. 3232 In Damascus the governor under King
Aretas secured the city of the Damascenes with a gar-
rison, desiring to arrest me. 3333 But I was let down by
the wall through a window in a basket and escaped his
hands.

Visions and ReVisions and Revelationsvelations

Doubtless it is not profitable for me to boast. So
I will move on to visions and revelations of the

Lord. 22 I knew a man in Christ over fourteen years
ago—whether in the body or out of the body I cannot
tell, God knows—such a one was caught up to the
third heaven. 33 And I knew that such a man—whether
in the body or out of the body I cannot tell, God
knows— 44 was caught up into paradise and heard in-
expressible words not permitted for a man to say. 55 Of
such a person, I will boast. Yet of myself I will not
boast, except in my weaknesses. 66 For if I desire to
boast, I will not be a fool, for I will be speaking the
truth. But now I resist, lest anyone should think of me
above that which he sees me to be or hears from me.

77 And lest I should be exalted above measure by the
abundance of revelations, a thorn was given me in the
flesh, a messenger of Satan, to torment me, lest I be
exalted above measure. 88 I asked the Lord three times
that this thing might depart from me. 99 But He said to
me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is
made perfect in weakness.” Therefore most gladly I
will boast in my weaknesses, that the power of Christ
may rest upon me. 1010 So I take pleasure in weaknesses,
in reproaches, in hardships, in persecutions, and in
distresses for Christ’s sake. For when I am weak, then I
am strong.

Paul’Paul’s Concern for the Corinthian Churs Concern for the Corinthian Churchch
1111 I have become a fool in boasting. You have com-

pelled me, for I ought to have been commended by
you, for I am in no way inferior to the leading apostles,
though I am nothing. 1212 Truly the signs of an apostle
were performed among you in all patience, in signs
and wonders, and mighty deeds. 1313 For in what respect
were you inferior to other churches, unless it be that I
myself was not burdensome to you? Forgive me this
wrong!

1414 I am ready to come to you this third time. And I
will not be burdensome to you, for I do not seek what
is yours, but you. For the children ought not to lay up
for the parents, but the parents for the children. 1515 And
I will very gladly spend and be spent for you. If I love
you more, am I to be loved less? 1616 But be that as it
may. I did not burden you. Nevertheless, being crafty, I
caught you with deceit. 1717 Did I take advantage of you
by any of those whom I sent to you? 1818 I urged Titus to
go, and with him I sent a brother. Did TIT take advan-
tage of you? Did we not walk in the same spirit? Did
we not walk in the same steps?

1919 Again, do you think that we are defending our-
selves to you? We speak before God in Christ. We do
all things, beloved, for your edifying. 2020 For I fear that
when I come, I shall not find you such as I wish, and
that I shall be found by you such as you do not wish. I
fear there are debates, envying, wrath, strife, backbit-
ing, whispering, arrogance, and disorder. 2121 And I fear
that when I come again, my God will humble me
among you, and that I shall mourn for many who have
sinned already, who have not repented of unclean-

2 CORINTHIANS 11:10 836 2 CORINTHIANS 12:21



1313

ness, sexual immorality, and lasciviousness which they
have committed.

Final WFinal Warnings and Grarnings and Greetingseetings

This is the third time I am coming to you. “In
the mouth of two or three witnesses shall every

word be established.” ††22 I told you before, and foretell
as if I were present the second time. And being absent
now, I write to those who have sinned before, and to
all the others, that if I come again, I will not spare any-
one, 33 since you seek proof of Christ speaking through
me, who toward you is not weak, but is mighty in you.
44 For though He was crucified through weakness, yet
He lives by the power of God. So also we are weak in
Him, but we shall live with Him by the power of God
serving you.

55 Examine yourselves, seeing whether you are in the
faith; test yourselves. Do you not know that Jesus
Christ is in you?—unless indeed you are disqualified.

† Dt 19:15.

66 I trust that you will know that we are not disqualified.
77 Now I pray to God that you do no evil, not that we
should appear approved, but that you should do that
which is honorable, whether or not we may seem dis-
qualified. 88 For we can do nothing against the truth,
but only for the truth. 99 For we are glad when we are
weak, and you are strong. We wish even your perfec-
tion. 1010 Therefore I write these things being absent,
lest being present I should be sharp, according to the
authority which the Lord has given me for edification
and not for destruction.

1111 Finally, brothers, farewell. Be perfect, be of good
comfort, be of one mind, and live in peace, and the
God of love and peace will be with you.

1212 Greet one another with a holy kiss. 1313 All the saints
greet you.

1414 The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of
God, and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with
you all. Amen.
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GALAGALATIANSTIANS
The epistle of Paul the Apostle to the Galatians was probably written in Rome in about AD 48. The purpose for
this letter was to correct the spiritually unstable Galatians for engaging in covenantal legalism and adhering to
Judaizing teachers from Judea. This epistle is best understood from a Jewish perspective, given its frequent ref-
erences to the law and to circumcision. The issues addressed have their roots in Judaism. Paul was deliberating
about important issues that distinguish the spirit of the Gospel from the letter of the law. Careful attention
must be taken so as not to conclude that the apostle is rejecting the Jewish people instead of Judaism’s
covenant stipulations that became obsolete when Jesus inaugurated the New Covenant. The Holy Spirit guides
the Christian life, and believers in Christ are recognized by the fruit of the Spirit. Indeed, we are free from the
demands of the Old Testament Jewish law so we can live freely by God’s Holy Spirit in the New Covenant.

SalutationSalutation

Paul, an apostle (not from men nor through man,
but through Jesus Christ and God the Father, who

raised Him from the dead), 22 and all the brothers who
are with me,

To the churches of Galatia:
33 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and

the Lord Jesus Christ, 44 who gave Himself for our sins,
that He might deliver us from this present evil age, ac-
cording to the will of our God and Father, 55 to whom
be glory forever and ever. Amen.

TherThere Is No Other Gospele Is No Other Gospel
66 I marvel that you are turning away so soon from

Him who called you in the grace of Christ to a different
gospel, 77 which is not a gospel. But there are some
who trouble you and would pervert the gospel of
Christ. 88 Although if we or an angel from heaven
preach any other gospel to you than the one we have
preached to you, let him be accursed. 99 As we said be-
fore, so I say now again: If anyone preaches any other
gospel to you than the one you have received, let him
be accursed.

1010 For am I now seeking the approval of men or of
God? Or am I trying to please men? For if I were still
trying to please men, I would not be the servant of
Christ.

HoHow Paul Became an Apostlew Paul Became an Apostle
1111 But I reveal to you, brothers, that the gospel which

was preached by me is not according to man. 1212 For I
neither received it from man, neither was I taught it,
except by a revelation of Jesus Christ.

1313 For you have heard of my former life in Judaism,
how I persecuted the church of God beyond measure
and tried to destroy it, 1414 and progressed in Judaism
above many of my equals in my own heritage, being
more exceedingly zealous for the traditions of my fa-

thers. 1515 But when it pleased God, who set me apart
since I was in my mother’s womb and called me by His
grace, 1616 to reveal His Son in me, that I might preach
Him among the nations, I did not immediately confer
with flesh and blood, 1717 nor did I go up to Jerusalem to
those who were apostles before me. But I went into
Arabia, and returned again to Damascus.

1818 After three years I went up to Jerusalem to see Pe-
ter and stayed with him for fifteen days. 1919 I saw none
of the other apostles except James, the Lord’s brother.
2020 In what I am writing to you, before God, I do not lie!
2121 Then I went into the regions of Syria and Cilicia
2222 and was unknown by face to the churches of Judea
which were in Christ. 2323 They had heard only, “He who
persecuted us in times past now preaches the faith
which he once destroyed.” 2424 And they glorified God
because of me.

Paul Accepted bPaul Accepted by the Other Apostlesy the Other Apostles

Then after fourteen years I went up again to
Jerusalem with Barnabas and also took Titus with

me. 22 I went up in response to a revelation and com-
municated to them the gospel which I preach among
the Gentiles. But privately I communicated to those
who were of reputation, in case I might be running, or
had run, in vain. 33 But even Titus, who was with me,
though he was a Greek, was not compelled to be cir-
cumcised. 44 This happened because false brothers
were secretly brought in, who sneaked in to spy out
our liberty, which we have in Christ Jesus, that they
might bring us into bondage. 55 We did not yield to sub-
jection to them, not for an hour, that the truth of the
gospel might continue with you.

66 But of these who seemed to be something—what-
ever they were, it makes no difference to me; God
shows no partiality to anyone—for those who seemed
to be something added nothing to me. 77 On the con-
trary, they saw that I was entrusted with the gospel to
the uncircumcised, as the gospel to the circumcised
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was to Peter. 88 For He who worked effectively in Peter
for the apostleship to the circumcised worked effec-
tively in me toward the Gentiles. 99 When James,
Cephas, and John, who seemed to be pillars, under-
stood the grace that was given to me, they gave to
Barnabas and me the right hand of fellowship, that we
should go to the Gentiles and they to the circumcised.
1010 Only they requested that we should remember the
poor, which I also was eager to do.

Paul Rebukes Peter in AntiochPaul Rebukes Peter in Antioch
1111 But when Peter came to Antioch, I withstood him

face to face, because he stood condemned. 1212 Before
certain men came from James, he ate with the Gen-
tiles. But when they came, he withdrew and separated
himself, fearing those who were of the circumcision.
1313 And the other Jews, likewise, joined together in
hypocrisy with him, so that even Barnabas was carried
away by their hypocrisy.

1414 But when I saw that they were not straightforward
about the truth of the gospel, I said to Peter before
them all, “If you, being a Jew, live like a Gentile and not
like a Jew, why do you compel the Gentiles to live like
Jews?” ††

JeJews, Like Gentiles, Arws, Like Gentiles, Are Saved be Saved by Faithy Faith
1515 We are Jews by nature, and not Gentile sinners,

1616 yet we know that a man is not justified by the works
of the law, but through faith in Jesus Christ. Even we
have believed in Christ Jesus, so that we might be jus-
tified by faith in Christ, rather than by the works of the
law. For by the works of the law no flesh shall be justi-
fied.

1717 If, while we seek to be justified by Christ, we our-
selves also are found to be sinners, is Christ therefore
the minister of sin? God forbid! 1818 For if I build again
the things which I destroyed, I make myself a trans-
gressor. 1919 For through the law I am dead to the law,
that I might live for God. 2020 I have been crucified with
Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in
me. And the life I now live in the flesh, I live by faith in
the Son of God, †††† who loved me and gave Himself for
me. 2121 I do not nullify the grace of God. For if right-
eousness comes by the law, then Christ died in vain.

Law or FaithLaw or Faith

O foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you that
you should not obey the truth? Before your eyes

Jesus Christ was clearly portrayed among you as cruci-
fied. 22 I want to learn only this from you: Did you re-
ceive the Spirit through the works of the law, or by
hearing with faith? 33 Are you so foolish? Having begun
in the Spirit, are you now being perfected by the flesh?
44 Have you endured so many things for nothing, if in-
deed it was for nothing? 55 Does God give you the Spirit

† Some interpreters hold that the quotation extends into the
following paragraph. †† Or a by the faith of the Son of God.

and work miracles among you by the works of the law,
or by hearing with faith?

66 Even Abraham “believed God, and it was credited to
him as righteousness.” ‡‡77 Therefore know that those
who are of faith are the sons of Abraham. 88 And the
Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gen-
tiles by faith, preached the gospel in advance to Abra-
ham, saying, “In you shall all the nations be blessed.”
‡†‡†99 So then those who are of faith are blessed with
faithful Abraham.

1010 For all who rely on the works of the law are under
the curse. For it is written, “Cursed is everyone who
does not continue in all things which are written in the
Book of the Law, to do them.” ‡‡‡‡1111 Now it is evident that
no man is justified by the law in the sight of God, for
“The just shall live by faith.” ‡‡†‡‡†1212 But the law is not of
faith, for “The man who does them shall live by them.”
‡‡‡‡‡‡1313 Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the law
by being made a curse for us—as it is written, “Cursed
is everyone who hangs on a tree” §§— 1414 so that the
blessing of Abraham might come on the Gentiles
through Jesus Christ, that we might receive the
promise of the Spirit through faith.

The Law and the PrThe Law and the Promiseomise
1515 Brothers, I am speaking in human terms: Though

it is only a man’s covenant, yet if it is ratified, no one
annuls or adds to it. 1616 Now the promises were made
to Abraham and his Seed. He does not say, “and to
seeds,” meaning many, but “and to your Seed,” §†§†

meaning one, who is Christ. 1717 And this I say, that the
law, which came four hundred and thirty years later,
does not annul the covenant that was ratified by God
in Christ, so as to nullify the promise. 1818 For if the in-
heritance comes from the law, it no longer comes
from the promise. But God gave it to Abraham
through a promise.

1919 What purpose then does the law serve? It was
added because of transgressions, until the Seed
should come to whom the promise was made. And it
was ordained through angels by the hand of a media-
tor. 2020 Now a mediator is not a mediator for only one
party, but God is one.

Slaves and SonsSlaves and Sons
2121 Is the law then contrary to the promises of God?

God forbid! For if there had been a law given which
could have given life, righteousness would indeed
come through the law. 2222 But the Scripture has con-
fined all things under sin, that the promise through
faith in Jesus Christ §††§†† might be given to those who be-
lieve.

2323 But before faith came, we were imprisoned under
the law, kept for the faith which was later to be re-
vealed. 2424 So the law was our tutor to bring us to

‡ Ge 15:6. ‡† Ge 12:3; 18:18; 22:18. ‡‡ Dt 27:26. ‡‡† Hab
2:4. ‡‡‡ Lev 18:5. § Dt 21:23. §† Ge 12:7; 13:15; 24:7. §††
Or a through the faith of Jesus Christ.
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Christ, that we might be justified by faith. 2525 But now
that faith has come, we are no longer under a tutor.

2626 You are all sons of God by faith in Christ Jesus.
2727 For as many of you as have been baptized into
Christ have put on Christ. 2828 There is neither Jew nor
Greek, there is neither slave nor free, and there is nei-
ther male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Je-
sus. 2929 If you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s seed,
and heirs according to the promise.

Now I say that as long as the heir is a child, he
does not differ from a servant though he is lord of

all. 22 But he is under tutors and governors until the
time appointed by the father. 33 So when we were chil-
dren, we were in bondage to the elements of the
world. 44 But when the fullness of time came, God sent
forth His Son, born from a woman, born under the
law, 55 to redeem those who were under the law, that
we might receive the adoption as sons. 66 And because
you are sons, God has sent forth into our hearts the
Spirit of His Son, crying, “Abba, Father!” 77 Therefore
you are no longer a servant, but a son, and if a son,
then an heir of God through Christ.

Paul’Paul’s Concern for the Galatianss Concern for the Galatians
88 Previously, when you did not know God, you served

those who by nature are not gods. 99 But now, after you
have known God, or rather are known by God, how do
you turn again to the weak and beggarly elemental
forces to which you desire again to be in bondage?
1010 You observe days and months and seasons and
years. 1111 I am afraid for you, lest I have worked for you
in vain.

1212 Brothers, I ask you, become as I am, for I also have
become as you are. You have done me no wrong.
1313 You know that it was because of an infirmity of the
flesh that I first preached the gospel to you. 1414 Though
my infirmity was a trial to you, you neither despised
nor rejected me, but received me as an angel of God,
even as Christ Jesus. 1515 So where is your blessing? For I
bear witness of you that, if it had been possible, you
would have plucked out your own eyes and given
them to me. 1616 Have I therefore become your enemy
because I tell you the truth?

1717 They would zealously influence you, but not favor-
ably. Yes, they would exclusively control you, so that
you might consult them. 1818 But it is good to be zealous
in a good manner always and not only when I am pre-
sent with you. 1919 My little children, of whom I labor in
birth again until Christ is formed in you, 2020 I desire to
be present with you now and to change my tone, for I
am displeased with you.

The Allegory of Hagar and SarThe Allegory of Hagar and Sarahah
2121 Tell me, you who desire to be under the law, do

you not hear the law? 2222 For it is written that Abraham
had two sons, the one by a slave woman, the other by
a free woman. 2323 But he who was of the slave woman

was born according to the flesh, but he of the free
woman through the promise.

2424 These things are an allegory, for these are the two
covenants. The one is from Mount Sinai, which gives
birth to bondage; she is Hagar. 2525 Now this Hagar is
Mount Sinai in Arabia, and represents the present
Jerusalem, and is in bondage with her children. 2626 But
the Jerusalem which is above is free, which is our
mother. 2727 For it is written:
“Rejoice, barren woman
who does not bear;

break forth and shout,
you who have no labor pains!

For the desolate has many more children
than she who has a husband.” ††

2828 Now we, brothers, like Isaac, are the children of
promise. 2929 But as it was then, he who was born after
the flesh persecuted him who was born after the Spir-
it, so it is now also. 3030 Nevertheless what does the
Scripture say? “Cast out the slave woman and her son,
for the son of the slave woman shall not be heir with
the son of the free woman.” ††††3131 So then, brothers, we
are not children of the slave woman, but of the free
woman.

For freedom Christ freed us. Stand fast therefore
and do not be entangled again with the yoke of

bondage.

Christian FrChristian Freedomeedom
22 Indeed I, Paul, say to you that if you become cir-

cumcised, Christ will profit you nothing. 33 I testify
again to every man who is circumcised that he is oblig-
ated to keep the whole law. 44 You have been cut off
from Christ, whoever of you are justified by law; you
have fallen from grace. 55 For we, through the Spirit, by
faith, eagerly wait for the hope of righteousness. 66 For
in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision
means anything, but faith which works through love.

77 You were running well. Who hindered you from
obeying the truth? 88 This persuasion does not come
from Him who calls you. 99 A little yeast leavens the
whole batch. 1010 I have confidence in you through the
Lord that you will not think otherwise. But he who is
troubling you shall bear his judgment, whoever he is.
1111 Brothers, if I am still preaching circumcision, why do
I still suffer persecution? Then the offense of the cross
has ceased. 1212 I wish that those who are troubling you
would castrate themselves!

1313 You, brothers, have been called to liberty. Only do
not use liberty to give an opportunity to the flesh, but
by love serve one another. 1414 For the entire law is ful-
filled in one word, even in this: “You shall love your
neighbor as yourself.” ‡‡1515 But if you bite and devour
one another, take heed that you are not consumed by
one another.

† Isa 54:1. †† Ge 21:10. ‡ Lev 19:18.
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Spiritual Fruit and Fleshly WSpiritual Fruit and Fleshly Worksorks
1616 I say then, walk in the Spirit, and you shall not ful-

fill the lust of the flesh. 1717 For the flesh lusts against
the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh. These are in
opposition to one another, so that you may not do the
things that you please. 1818 But if you are led by the Spir-
it, you are not under the law.

1919 Now the works of the flesh are revealed, which are
these: adultery, sexual immorality, impurity, lewdness,
2020 idolatry, sorcery, hatred, strife, jealousy, rage, self-
ishness, dissensions, heresies, 2121 envy, murders,
drunkenness, carousing, and the like. I warn you, as I
previously warned you, that those who do such things
shall not inherit the kingdom of God.

2222 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, pa-
tience, gentleness, goodness, faith, 2323 meekness, and
self-control; against such there is no law. 2424 Those who
are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with its passions
and lusts. 2525 If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in
the Spirit. 2626 Let us not be conceited, provoking one an-
other and envying one another.

Bear One AnotherBear One Another’’s Burs Burdensdens

Brothers, if a man is caught in any transgression,
you who are spiritual should restore such a one in

the spirit of meekness, watching yourselves, lest you
also be tempted. 22 Bear one another’s burdens, and so
fulfill the law of Christ. 33 For if someone thinks himself
to be something when he is nothing, he deceives him-
self. 44 But let each one examine his own work, and
then he will have rejoicing in himself alone, and not in
another. 55 For each one shall bear his own burden.

66 Let him who is taught in the word share all good
things with him who teaches.

77 Be not deceived. God is not mocked. For whatever
a man sows, that will he also reap. 88 For the one who
sows to his own flesh will from the flesh reap corrup-
tion, but the one who sows to the Spirit will from the
Spirit reap eternal life. 99 And let us not grow weary in
doing good, for in due season we shall reap, if we do
not give up. 1010 Therefore, as we have opportunity, let
us do good to all people, especially to those who are
of the household of faith.

Final WFinal Warning and Benedictionarning and Benediction
1111 You see what large letters I have written to you

with my own hand.
1212 It is those who desire to make a good showing in

the flesh that try to compel you to be circumcised, on-
ly that they may not be persecuted for the cross of
Christ. 1313 For they themselves who are circumcised do
not keep the law. But they desire to have you circum-
cised, so that they may boast in your flesh. 1414 God for-
bid that I should boast, except in the cross of our Lord
Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified to me, and
I to the world. 1515 For in Christ Jesus neither circumci-
sion nor uncircumcision means anything, but a new
creation. 1616 Peace and mercy be on all who walk ac-
cording to this rule and upon the Israel of God.

1717 From now on let no one trouble me, for I bear in
my body the marks of the Lord Jesus.

1818 Brothers, the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with
your spirit. Amen.
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EPHESIANSEPHESIANS
The epistle of Paul the Apostle to the Ephesians was written in Rome in about AD 62. Tychicus delivered the
epistles of Ephesians, Colossians, and Philemon to their respective recipients. Ephesians shows how anyone
who is in Christ sits and rules with Him in the Kingdom of God. It also addresses the very practical issue of
Christian unity. This epistle reveals keen insights into the church and spiritual warfare. It encourages Christians
to be mature as they defend their faith against all types of spiritual and physical opposition. The mysteries of
the Gospel that are now fully revealed help the believer to overcome the evils of this age. Ephesians should be
read in sections and digested slowly. This is one of the most “spiritual” letters in the repertoire of Paul the
Apostle.

SalutationSalutation

Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God,
To the saints who are at Ephesus and to the

faithful in Christ Jesus:
22 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and

the Lord Jesus Christ.

Spiritual Blessings in ChristSpiritual Blessings in Christ
33 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus

Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual bless-
ing in the heavenly places in Christ, 44 just as He chose
us in Him before the foundation of the world, to be
holy and blameless before Him in love; 55 He predes-
tined us to adoption as sons to Himself through Jesus
Christ according to the good pleasure of His will, 66 to
the praise of the glory of His grace which He gracious-
ly bestowed on us in the Beloved. 77 In Him we have re-
demption through His blood and the forgiveness of
sins according to the riches of His grace, 88 which He
lavished on us in all wisdom and insight, 99 making
known to us the mystery of His will, according to His
good pleasure, which He purposed in Himself, 1010 as a
plan for the fullness of time, to unite all things in
Christ, which are in heaven and on earth.

1111 In Him also we have received an inheritance, being
predestined according to the purpose of Him who
works all things according to the counsel of His own
will, 1212 that we, who were the first to hope in Christ,
should live for the praise of His glory. 1313 In Him you al-
so, after hearing the word of truth, the gospel of your
salvation, and after believing in Him, were sealed with
the promised Holy Spirit, 1414 who is the guarantee of
our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased
possession, to the praise of His glory.

Paul’Paul’s Prs Prayerayer
1515 Therefore I also, after hearing of your faith in the

Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints, 1616 do not
cease giving thanks for you, mentioning you in my

prayers, 1717 so that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the
Father of glory, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and
revelation in the knowledge of Him, 1818 that the eyes of
your understanding may be enlightened, that you may
know what is the hope of His calling and what are the
riches of the glory of His inheritance among the saints,
1919 and what is the surpassing greatness of His power
toward us who believe, according to the working of
His mighty power, 2020 which He performed in Christ
when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at
His own right hand in the heavenly places, 2121 far above
all principalities, and power, and might, and dominion,
and every name that is named, not only in this age but
also in that which is to come. 2222 And He put all things
in subjection under His feet and made Him the head
over all things for the church, 2323 which is His body, the
fullness of Him who fills all things in all ways.

FrFrom Death to Lifeom Death to Life

And you were dead in your trespasses and sins,
22 in which you formerly walked according to the

age of this world and according to the prince of the
power of the air, the spirit who now works in the sons
of disobedience, 33 among them we all also once lived
in the lusts of our flesh, doing the desires of the flesh
and of the mind, and we were by nature children of
wrath, even as the rest. 44 But God, being rich in mercy,
because of His great love with which He loved us,
55 even when we were dead in sins, made us alive to-
gether with Christ (by grace you have been saved),
66 and He raised us up and seated us together in the
heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 77 so that in the coming
ages He might show the surpassing riches of His grace
in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 88 For by grace
you have been saved through faith, and this is not of
yourselves. It is the gift of God, 99 not of works, so that
no one should boast. 1010 For we are His workmanship,
created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God pre-
pared beforehand, so that we should walk in them.
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One in ChristOne in Christ
1111 Therefore remember that formerly you, the Gen-

tiles in the flesh, who are called the “uncircumcision”
by the so-called “circumcision” in the flesh by human
hands, 1212 were at that time apart from Christ, alienated
from the citizenship of Israel and strangers to the
covenants of promise, without hope and without God
in the world. 1313 But now in Christ Jesus you who were
formerly far away have been brought near by the
blood of Christ.

1414 For He is our peace, who has made both groups
one and has broken down the barrier of the dividing
wall, 1515 by abolishing in His flesh the enmity, that is,
the law of the commandments contained in ordi-
nances, that in Himself He might make the two into
one new man, thus making peace, 1616 and that He
might reconcile both to God into one body through
the cross, thereby slaying the enmity. 1717 And He came
and preached peace to you who were far away and
peace to those who were near. 1818 For through Him we
both have access by one Spirit to the Father.

1919 Now, therefore, you are no longer strangers and
foreigners, but are fellow citizens with the saints and
members of the household of God, 2020 having been
built upon the foundation of the apostles and
prophets, Jesus Christ Himself being the chief corner-
stone, 2121 in whom the entire building, tightly framed
together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord, 2222 in
whom you also are being built together into a
dwelling place of God through the Spirit.

Paul’Paul’s Ministry to the Gentiless Ministry to the Gentiles

For this reason I, Paul, am the prisoner of Jesus
Christ for you Gentiles.

22 You may have heard of the administration of the
grace of God which was given me for you, 33 how by
revelation He made known to me the mystery, as I
have written briefly already, 44 by which, when you read
it, you may understand my knowledge of the mystery
of Christ, 55 which in other generations was not made
known to the sons of men, as it is now revealed to His
holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit, 66 how the
Gentiles are fellow heirs, and fellow members, and
partakers of the promise in Christ by the gospel.

77 Of this I was made a minister, according to the gift
of the grace of God given to me by the effective work-
ing of His power. 88 To me, the very least of all saints,
this grace was given, to preach to the Gentiles the in-
comprehensible riches of Christ, 99 and to reveal for all
people what is the fellowship of the mystery, which
from the beginning of the ages has been hidden in
God, who created all things through Jesus Christ, 1010 so
that now the manifold wisdom of God might be made
known by the church to the principalities and powers
in the heavenly places, 1111 according to the eternal pur-
pose which He completed in Christ Jesus our Lord, 1212 in

whom we have boldness and confident access
through faith in Him. 1313 Therefore I ask you not to lose
heart at my tribulations for you, which is your glory.

TTo Knoo Know the Low the Love of Christve of Christ
1414 For this reason I bow my knees to the Father of

our Lord Jesus Christ, 1515 from whom the whole family
in heaven and earth is named, 1616 that He would give
you, according to the riches of His glory, power to be
strengthened by His Spirit in the inner man, 1717 and that
Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith; that
you, being rooted and grounded in love, 1818 may be
able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth
and length and depth and height, 1919 and to know the
love of Christ which surpasses knowledge; that you
may be filled with all the fullness of God.

2020 Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abun-
dantly beyond all that we ask or imagine, according to
the power that works in us, 2121 to Him be the glory in
the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all genera-
tions, forever and ever. Amen.

Unity of the BodyUnity of the Body

I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, exhort you
to walk in a manner worthy of the calling with

which you were called. 22 With all humility, meekness,
and patience, bearing with one another in love, 33 be
eager to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of
peace. 44 There is one body and one Spirit, even as you
were called in one hope of your calling, 55 one Lord,
one faith, one baptism, 66 one God and Father of all,
who is above all, and through all, and in you all.

77 But grace was given to each one of us according to
the measure of the gift of Christ. 88 Therefore He says:
“When He ascended on high,
He led captivity captive,
and gave gifts to men.” ††

99 (In saying, “He ascended,” what does it mean but that
He also descended first into the lower parts of the
earth? 1010 He who descended is also He who ascended
far above all the heavens that He might fill all things.)

1111 He gave some to be apostles, prophets, evange-
lists, pastors, and teachers, 1212 for the equipping of the
saints, for the work of service, and for the building up
of the body of Christ, 1313 until we all come into the unity
of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God,
into a complete man, to the measure of the stature of
the fullness of Christ, 1414 so we may no longer be chil-
dren, tossed here and there by waves and carried
about with every wind of doctrine by the trickery of
men, by craftiness with deceitful scheming. 1515 But,
speaking the truth in love, we may grow up in all
things into Him, who is the head, Christ Himself,
1616 from whom the whole body is joined together and
connected by every joint and ligament, as every part

† Ps 68:18.
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effectively does its work and grows, building itself up
in love.

The Old Life and NeThe Old Life and New Lifew Life
1717 Therefore this I say and testify in the Lord, that

from now on you walk not as other Gentiles walk, in
the vanity of their minds, 1818 having their understand-
ing darkened, excluded from the life of God through
the ignorance that is within them, due to the hardness
of their hearts. 1919 Being calloused they have given
themselves over to sensuality for the practice of every
kind of impurity with greediness.

2020 But you did not learn about Christ in this manner,
2121 if indeed you have heard Him and have been taught
by Him, as the truth is in Jesus: 2222 that you put off the
former way of life in the old nature, which is corrupt
according to the deceitful lusts, 2323 and be renewed in
the spirit of your mind; 2424 and that you put on the new
nature, which was created according to God in right-
eousness and true holiness.

Rules for the NeRules for the New Lifew Life
2525 Therefore, putting away lying, let every man speak

truthfully with his neighbor, for we are members of
one another. 2626 Be angry but do not sin. Do not let the
sun go down on your anger. 2727 Do not give place to the
devil. 2828 Let him who steals steal no more. Instead, let
him labor, working with his hands things which are
good, that he may have something to share with him
who is in need.

2929 Let no unwholesome word proceed out of your
mouth, but only that which is good for building up,
that it may give grace to the listeners. 3030 And do not
grieve the Holy Spirit of God, in whom you are sealed
for the day of redemption. 3131 Let all bitterness, wrath,
anger, outbursts, and blasphemies, with all malice, be
taken away from you. 3232 And be kind one to another,
tenderhearted, forgiving one another, just as God in
Christ also forgave you.

Therefore be imitators of God as beloved chil-
dren. 22 Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave

Himself for us as a fragrant offering and a sacrifice to
God.

33 And do not let sexual immorality, or any impurity,
or greed be named among you, as these are not prop-
er among saints. 44 Let there be no filthiness, nor fool-
ish talking, nor coarse joking, which are not fitting. In-
stead, give thanks. 55 For this you know, that no sexual-
ly immoral or impure person, or one who is greedy,
who is an idolater, has any inheritance in the kingdom
of Christ and of God.

WWalk as Childralk as Children of Lighten of Light
66 Let no one deceive you with empty words, for be-

cause of these things the wrath of God is coming upon
the sons of disobedience. 77 Therefore do not be par-
takers with them.

88 For you were formerly darkness, but now you are
light in the Lord. Walk as children of light— 99 for the
fruit of the Spirit is in all goodness and righteousness
and truth— 1010 proving what is pleasing to the Lord.
1111 And do not have fellowship with the unfruitful works
of darkness; instead, expose them. 1212 For it is shameful
even to speak of those things which are done by them
in secret. 1313 But all things are exposed when they are
revealed by the light, for everything that becomes visi-
ble is light. 1414 Therefore He says:
“Awake, you who sleep,
arise from the dead,

and Christ will give you light.”
1515 See then that you walk carefully, not as fools, but

as wise men, 1616 making the most of the time because
the days are evil. 1717 Therefore do not be unwise, but
understand what the will of the Lord is. 1818 Do not be
drunk with wine, for that is reckless living. But be filled
with the Spirit. 1919 Speak to one another in psalms,
hymns, and spiritual songs, singing and making
melody in your heart to the Lord. 2020 Give thanks always
for all things to God the Father in the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ, 2121 being submissive to one another
in the fear of God.

Wives and HusbandsWives and Husbands
2222 Wives, be submissive to your own husbands as un-

to the Lord. 2323 For the husband is the head of the wife,
just as Christ is the head and Savior of the church,
which is His body. 2424 But as the church submits to
Christ, so also let the wives be to their own husbands
in everything.

2525 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved
the church and gave Himself for it, 2626 that He might
sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by
the word, 2727 and that He might present to Himself a
glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any
such thing, but that it should be holy and without
blemish. 2828 In this way men ought to love their wives
as their own bodies. He who loves his wife loves him-
self. 2929 For no one ever hated his own flesh, but nour-
ishes and cherishes it, just as the Lord cares for the
church. 3030 For we are members of His body, of His flesh
and of His bones. 3131 “For this reason a man shall leave
his father and mother and shall be joined to his wife,
and the two shall be one flesh.” ††3232 This is a great mys-
tery, but I am speaking about Christ and the church.
3333 However, let each one of you love his wife as him-
self, and let the wife see that she respects her hus-
band.

ChildrChildren and Paren and Parentsents

Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is
right. 22 “Honor your father and mother,” which is

the first commandment with a promise, 33 “so that it

† Ge 2:24.
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may be well with you and you may live long on the
earth.” ††

44 Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but
bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the
Lord.

Servants and MastersServants and Masters
55 Servants, obey those who are your masters accord-

ing to the flesh, with fear and trembling, in sincerity of
your heart, as to Christ, 66 not serving when eyes are on
you, but as pleasing men as the servants of Christ, do-
ing the will of God from the heart, 77 with good will do-
ing service, as to the Lord, and not to men, 88 knowing
that whatever good thing any man does, he will re-
ceive the same from the Lord, whether he is enslaved
or free.

99 And masters, do the same things for them, no
longer threatening, knowing that your Master also is
in heaven, and there is no partiality with Him.

The Battle Against EvilThe Battle Against Evil
1010 Finally, my brothers, be strong in the Lord and in

the power of His might. 1111 Put on the whole armor of
God that you may be able to stand against the
schemes of the devil. 1212 For our fight is not against
flesh and blood, but against principalities, against
powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this
world, and against spiritual forces of evil in the heav-
enly places. 1313 Therefore take up the whole armor of

† Dt 5:16.

God that you may be able to resist in the evil day, and
having done all, to stand. 1414 Stand therefore, having
your waist girded with truth, having put on the breast-
plate of righteousness, 1515 having your feet fitted with
the readiness of the gospel of peace, 1616 and above all,
taking the shield of faith, with which you will be able
to extinguish all the fiery arrows of the evil one. 1717 Take
the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit,
which is the word of God. 1818 Pray in the Spirit always
with all kinds of prayer and supplication. To that end
be alert with all perseverance and supplication for all
the saints.

1919 Pray for me, that the power to speak may be given
to me, that I may open my mouth boldly to make
known the mystery of the gospel, 2020 for which I am an
ambassador in chains, that I may speak boldly as I
ought to speak.

Final GrFinal Greetingseetings
2121 Now that you also may know my activities and how

I am doing, Tychicus, a beloved brother and faithful
minister in the Lord, will make everything known to
you. 2222 I have sent him to you for this very purpose,
that you might know our activities and that he might
comfort your hearts.

2323 Peace be to the brothers, and love with faith, from
God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 2424 Grace be
with all those who love our Lord Jesus Christ in sinceri-
ty. Amen.
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PHILIPPIANSPHILIPPIANS
The epistle to the Philippians, written by Paul the Apostle, was probably written from Rome or Ephesus in the
early AD 60s. It is a richly theological and practical epistle that provides valuable insight about having the mind
of Christ in all situations and relationships. Philippians is practical and helpful for all Christians, whether lead-
ers or laypeople. It outlines the process of working out problems among those in the faith community, which
can destroy the effectiveness of the Gospel in any given community, if they are not dealt with righteously and
graciously. Joy is a common theme that runs throughout the letter. Paul rejoices in Christ Jesus in spite of being
in prison and chained next to Roman guards.

SalutationSalutation

Paul and Timothy, servants of Jesus Christ,
To all the saints in Christ Jesus who are at Philip-

pi, with the overseers and deacons:
22 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and

the Lord Jesus Christ.

Paul’Paul’s Prs Prayer for the Philippiansayer for the Philippians
33 I thank my God for every reminder of you. 44 In

every prayer of mine for you all, I have always made
requests with joy, 55 due to your fellowship in the
gospel from the first day until now. 66 I am confident of
this very thing, that He who began a good work in you
will perfect it until the day of Jesus Christ.

77 It is right for me to think this of you all because I
have you in my heart, since both in my imprisonments
and in the defense and confirmation of the gospel,
you all are fellow partakers of my grace. 88 For God is
my witness, how I long after you all with the affection
of Jesus Christ.

99 And this I pray, that your love may abound yet
more and more in knowledge and in all discernment,
1010 that you may approve things that are excellent so
that you may be pure and blameless for the day of
Christ, 1111 being filled with the fruit of righteousness,
which comes through Jesus Christ, for the glory and
praise of God.

TTo Live Is Christo Live Is Christ
1212 But I want you to know, brothers, that the things

which happened to me have resulted in advancing the
gospel, 1313 so that my imprisonments in Christ have be-
come known throughout the entire palace guard and
to all the rest. 1414 And a great many of the brothers in
the Lord, having become confident because of my in-
carcerations, have dared to speak the word without
fear.

1515 Some indeed are preaching Christ out of envy and
strife, and some also from good will. 1616 The former
preach Christ out of contention, not sincerely, intend-

ing to add trouble to my circumstance. 1717 But the latter
preach out of love, knowing that I am appointed for
the defense of the gospel. 1818 What then? Only that in
every way, whether in pretense or in truth, Christ is
preached. And in this I rejoice.

Indeed, I will rejoice. 1919 For I know that through your
prayer and the support of the Spirit of Jesus Christ,
this will result in my deliverance. 2020 Accordingly, it is
my earnest expectation and my hope that I shall be
ashamed in nothing, but that with all boldness as al-
ways, so now also, Christ will be magnified in my body,
whether it be by life or by death. 2121 For to me, to con-
tinue living is Christ, and to die is gain. 2222 But if I am to
live on in the flesh, this will mean fruitful labor to me.
Yet I do not know what I shall choose. 2323 I am in a diffi-
cult position between the two, having a desire to de-
part and to be with Christ, which is far better. 2424 Never-
theless, to remain in the flesh is more needful for your
sake. 2525 Having this confidence, I know that I shall re-
main and continue with you all for your joyful ad-
vancement of the faith, 2626 so that your rejoicing for me
may be more abundant in Jesus Christ when I am in
your presence again.

2727 Only let your conduct be worthy of the gospel of
Christ, that whether or not I come and see you, I may
hear of your activities, that you are standing fast in
one spirit, with one mind, striving together for the
faith of the gospel. 2828 Do not be frightened by your ad-
versaries. This is a sign to them of their destruction,
but of your salvation, and this from God. 2929 For to you
it was granted on behalf of Christ not only to believe in
Him, but also to suffer for His sake, 3030 having the same
conflict which you saw in me and now hear is in me.

Christian Humility and ChristChristian Humility and Christ’’s Humilitys Humility

If there is any encouragement in Christ, if any
comfort of love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if

any compassion and mercy, 22 then fulfill my joy and be
like-minded, having the same love, being in unity with
one mind. 33 Let nothing be done out of strife or con-
ceit, but in humility let each esteem the other better
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than himself. 44 Let each of you look not only to your
own interests, but also to the interests of others.

55 Let this mind be in you all, which was also in Christ
Jesus,

66 who, being in the form of God,
did not consider equality with God something to be

grasped.
77 But He emptied Himself,
taking upon Himself the form of a servant,
and was made in the likeness of men.

88 And being found in the form of a man,
He humbled Himself
and became obedient to death,
even death on a cross.

99 Therefore God highly exalted Him
and gave Him the name which is above every name,

1010 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow,
of those in heaven and on earth and under the

earth,
1111 and every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ

is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father. ††

Shining as Lights in the WShining as Lights in the Worldorld
1212 Therefore, my beloved, as you have always

obeyed, not only in my presence, but so much more in
my absence, work out your own salvation with fear
and trembling. 1313 For God is the One working in you,
both to will and to do His good pleasure.

1414 Do all things without murmuring and disputing,
1515 that you may be blameless and harmless, sons of
God, without fault, in the midst of a crooked and per-
verse generation, in which you shine as lights in the
world. 1616 Hold forth the word of life that I may rejoice
on the day of Christ that I have not run in vain or la-
bored in vain. 1717 Yes, and even if I am offered upon the
sacrifice and service of your faith, I take delight and
rejoice with you all. 1818 For this reason you also take de-
light and rejoice with me.

Timothy and EpaphrTimothy and Epaphroditusoditus
1919 I trust in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy shortly to

you, that I also may be of good comfort when I get
word concerning you. 2020 For I have no one like-minded,
who will sincerely care for your welfare. 2121 For all seek
their own, not the things of Christ Jesus. 2222 But you
know of his proven worth, that as a son with a father,
he has served with me in the gospel. 2323 Therefore I
hope to send him soon after my situation is resolved.
2424 But I trust in the Lord that I, myself, shall also come
shortly.

2525 Yet I thought it necessary to send to you Epa-
phroditus, who is my brother and companion in labor,
fellow soldier, your messenger, and he who ministered
to my necessity. 2626 For he longed after you all and was
filled with heaviness, because you heard that he was

† A hymn about Jesus’ attitude of servanthood.

sick. 2727 Indeed he was sick, near death. But God had
mercy on him, and not only on him, but also on me,
lest I should have had sorrow upon sorrow. 2828 There-
fore I sent him the more eagerly, that when you see
him again, you may rejoice and I may be less sorrow-
ful. 2929 So receive him in the Lord with all joy. And hold
such ones in high regard, 3030 because for the work of
Christ he was near death, not regarding his life, en-
deavoring to make up for your lack of service toward
me.

The TThe True Righteousnessrue Righteousness

Finally, my brothers, rejoice in the Lord. To write
the same things to you is no trouble to me, and it

is reassuring for you.
22 Watch out for dogs, watch out for evil workers,

watch out for those who practice mutilation. 33 For we
are the circumcision who worship God in the Spirit,
and boast in Christ Jesus, and place no trust in the
flesh, 44 though I also have confidence in the flesh.

If any other man thinks that he has reason to trust in
the flesh, I have more: 55 I was circumcised the eighth
day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin,
and a Hebrew of Hebrews; as concerning the law, a
Pharisee; 66 concerning zeal, persecuting the church;
and concerning the righteousness which is in the law,
blameless.

77 But what things were gain to me, I have counted
these things to be loss for the sake of Christ. 88 Yes, cer-
tainly, I count everything as loss for the excellence of
the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I
have forfeited the loss of all things and count them as
rubbish that I may gain Christ, 99 and be found in Him,
not having my own righteousness which is from the
law, but that which is through faith in Christ, †††† the
righteousness which is of God on the basis of faith,
1010 to know Him, and the power of His resurrection, and
the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to
His death, 1111 if somehow I might make it to the resur-
rection of the dead.

PrPressing Tessing Toowarward the Markd the Mark
1212 Not that I have already attained or have already

been perfected, but I follow after it so that I may lay
hold of that for which I was seized by Christ Jesus.
1313 Brothers, I do not count myself to have attained, but
this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are
behind and reaching forward to those things which
are ahead, 1414 I press toward the goal to the prize of the
high calling of God in Christ Jesus.

1515 Therefore let those of us who are mature be thus
minded. And if you think differently in any way, God
will reveal even this to you. 1616 Nevertheless, according
to what we have already attained, let us walk by the
same rule, let us be of the same mind.

†† Or through the faith of Christ.
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1717 Brothers, become fellow imitators with me and ob-
serve those who walk according to our example. 1818 For
many are walking in such a way that they are the ene-
mies of the cross of Christ. I have told you of them of-
ten and tell you again, even weeping. 1919 Their destina-
tion is destruction, their god is their appetite, their
glory is in their shame, their minds are set on earthly
things. 2020 But our citizenship is in heaven, from where
also we await for our Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ,
2121 who will transform our body of humiliation, so that
it may be conformed to His glorious body, according
to the working of His power even to subdue all things
to Himself.

Therefore, my beloved and longed-for brothers,
my joy and crown, so stand fast in the Lord, my

beloved.

ExhortationsExhortations
22 I exhort Euodia and Syntyche to be of the same

mind in the Lord. 33 I ask you also, true companion,
help those women who labored with me in the gospel,
with Clement also, and with my other fellow laborers,
whose names are in the Book of Life.

44 Rejoice in the Lord always. Again I will say, rejoice!
55 Let everyone come to know your gentleness. The
Lord is at hand. 66 Be anxious for nothing, but in every-
thing, by prayer and supplication with gratitude, make
your requests known to God. 77 And the peace of God,
which surpasses all understanding, will protect your
hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.

88 Finally, brothers, whatever things are true, whatev-
er things are honest, whatever things are just, whatev-
er things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatev-
er things are of good report, if there is any virtue, and
if there is any praise, think on these things. 99 Do those
things which you have both learned and received, and

heard and seen in me, and the God of peace will be
with you.

AcknoAcknowledgment of the Philippians’ Giftwledgment of the Philippians’ Gift
1010 I rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now at last you

have revived your concern for me. Regarding this, you
did care, but you lacked opportunity. 1111 I do not speak
because I have need, for I have learned in whatever
state I am to be content. 1212 I know both how to face
humble circumstances and how to have abundance.
Everywhere and in all things I have learned the secret,
both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and
to suffer need. 1313 I can do all things because of Christ
who strengthens me.

1414 Nevertheless you did well having shared in my af-
fliction. 1515 Now you Philippians know also, that in the
beginning of the gospel when I departed from Mace-
donia, no church shared with me in the matter of giv-
ing and receiving, except you alone. 1616 Even in Thessa-
lonica, you sent aid once and again for my necessity,
1717 not because I desired a gift, but I desire fruit that ac-
cumulates to your account. 1818 But I have everything
and abound. I have been filled, having received from
Epaphroditus the things which were sent from you,
like a sweet fragrance, an acceptable sacrifice, well
pleasing to God. 1919 But my God shall supply your every
need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus.

2020 Now to God and our Father be glory forever and
ever. Amen.

Final GrFinal Greetingseetings
2121 Greet every saint in Christ Jesus. The brothers who

are with me greet you. 2222 All the saints greet you, espe-
cially those who are of Caesar’s household.

2323 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
Amen.
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CCOLOLOSSIANSOSSIANS
Paul the Apostle wrote the epistle to the Colossians in Rome in about AD 62. Tychicus delivered it, along with
Ephesians and Philemon, to its respective recipients. It introduces the reader to Christ as God in all His glory.
This epistle addresses freedom from the law, outward manifestations of religion, human philosophies, and
false mysticism, as well as the realization of union with Christ in life and conduct. Paul, under the inspiration of
the Holy Spirit, takes care in formulating a high Christology, much as he did in the epistle to the Philippians. For
this reason, Colossians can be read with the other prison epistles of Philippians and Ephesians.

SalutationSalutation

Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ, by the will of
God, and Timothy our brother,

22 To the saints and faithful brothers in Christ who are
at Colosse:

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the
Lord Jesus Christ.

Thankfulness for the ColossiansThankfulness for the Colossians
33 We give thanks to God and the Father of our Lord

Jesus Christ, praying always for you. 44 For we heard of
your faith in Christ Jesus and your love for all the
saints, 55 because of the hope which is laid up for you in
heaven, of which you have already heard in the word
of the truth of the gospel, 66 which has come to you, as
it has in all the world, and brings forth fruit, as it has
also in you, since the day you heard it and knew the
grace of God in truth. 77 And you also learned of Epa-
phras, our dear fellow servant, who is a faithful minis-
ter of Christ for you, 88 who also declared to us your
love in the Spirit.

The Person and WThe Person and Work of Christork of Christ
99 For this reason we also, since the day we heard it,

do not cease to pray for you and to ask that you may
be filled with the knowledge of His will in all wisdom
and spiritual understanding; 1010 that you may walk in a
manner worthy of the Lord, pleasing to all, being fruit-
ful in every good work, and increasing in the knowl-
edge of God, 1111 strengthened with all might according
to His glorious power, enduring everything with perse-
verance and patience joyfully, 1212 giving thanks to the
Father, who has enabled us to be partakers in the in-
heritance of the saints in light. 1313 He has delivered us
from the power of darkness and has transferred us in-
to the kingdom of His dear Son, 1414 in whom we have
redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins.

1515 He is the image of the invisible God and the first-
born of every creature. 1616 For by Him all things were
created that are in heaven and that are in earth, visible
and invisible, whether they are thrones, or dominions,

or principalities, or powers. All things were created by
Him and for Him. 1717 He is before all things, and in Him
all things hold together. 1818 He is the head of the body,
the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the
dead, so that in all things He may have the preemi-
nence. 1919 For it pleased the Father that in Him all full-
ness should dwell, 2020 and to reconcile all things to Him-
self by Him, having made peace through the blood of
His cross, by Him, I say—whether they are things in
earth, or things in heaven.

2121 And you, who were formerly alienated and ene-
mies in your mind by wicked works, yet now He has
reconciled 2222 in the body of His flesh through death, to
present you holy and blameless and above reproach in
His sight, 2323 if you continue in the faith, grounded and
settled, and are not removed from the hope of the
gospel, which you have heard, and which was
preached to every creature which is under heaven,
and of which I, Paul, have become a servant.

Paul’Paul’s Ministry to the Churs Ministry to the Churchch
2424 Now I rejoice in my sufferings for your sake and fill

up in my flesh that which is lacking in the afflictions of
Christ, for the sake of His body, which is the church.
2525 I have been made a servant of it according to the
commission of God, which has been given to me for
you, to fulfill the word of God, 2626 even the mystery
which has been hidden from past ages and genera-
tions, but now is revealed to His saints. 2727 To them God
would make known what is the glorious riches of this
mystery among the nations. It is Christ in you, the
hope of glory, 2828 whom we preach, warning everyone
and teaching everyone in all wisdom, so that we may
present them perfect in Christ Jesus. 2929 In this I labor,
striving according to His power, which effectively
works in me.

I would like you to know what a great struggle I
am having for you, and for those at Laodicea, and

for everyone who has not seen my face in the flesh,
22 that their hearts may be comforted, being knit to-
gether in love, and receive all the riches and assurance
of full understanding, and knowledge of the mystery
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of God, both of the Father and of Christ, 33 in whom are
hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.
44 Now this I say lest anyone beguile you with enticing
words. 55 For though I am absent in the flesh, yet I am
with you in spirit, rejoicing and seeing your orderli-
ness and the steadfastness of your faith in Christ.

Fullness of Life in ChristFullness of Life in Christ
66 As you have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk

in Him, 77 rooted and built up in Him and established in
the faith, as you have been taught, and abounding
with thanksgiving.

88 Beware lest anyone captivate you through philoso-
phy and vain deceit, in the tradition of men and the el-
ementary principles of the world, and not after Christ.

99 For in Him lives all the fullness of the Godhead bod-
ily. 1010 And you are complete in Him, who is the head of
all authority and power. 1111 In Him you were also cir-
cumcised with the circumcision made without hands,
by putting off the body of the sins of the flesh, by the
circumcision of Christ, 1212 buried with Him in baptism,
in which also you were raised with Him through the
faith of the power of God, who has raised Him from
the dead.

1313 And you, being dead in your sins and the uncir-
cumcision of your flesh, He has resurrected together
with Him, having forgiven you all sins. 1414 He blotted
out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us
and contrary to us, and He took it out of the way, nail-
ing it to the cross. 1515 And having disarmed authorities
and powers, He made a show of them openly, tri-
umphing over them by the cross.

1616 Therefore let no one judge you regarding food, or
drink, or in respect of a holy day or new moon or sab-
bath days. 1717 These are shadows of things to come, but
the substance belongs to Christ. 1818 Do not let anyone
cheat you of your reward by delighting in false humili-
ty and the worship of angels, dwelling on those things
which he has not seen, vainly arrogant due to his un-
spiritual mind, 1919 and not supporting the head, from
which the entire body, nourished and knit together by
joints and sinews, grows as God gives the increase.

The NeThe New Life in Christw Life in Christ
2020 Therefore, if you died with Christ to the elemen-

tary principles of the world, why, as if you were living
in the world, do you subject yourself to legalistic rules?
2121 “Do not touch! Do not taste! Do not handle!” 2222 These
all are to perish with use and are aligned with the
commandments and doctrines of men. 2323 These things
have indeed a show of wisdom in self-imposed wor-
ship and humility and neglecting of the body, but are
worthless against the indulgence of the flesh.

If you then were raised with Christ, desire those
things which are above, where Christ sits at the

right hand of God. 22 Set your affection on things
above, not on things on earth. 33 For you are dead, and

your life is hidden with Christ in God. 44 When Christ
who is our life shall appear, then you also shall appear
with Him in glory.

55 Therefore put to death the parts of your earthly na-
ture: sexual immorality, uncleanness, inordinate affec-
tion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry.
66 Because of these things, the wrath of God comes on
the sons of disobedience. 77 You also once walked in
these, when you lived in them. 88 But now you must al-
so put away all these: anger, wrath, malice, blasphe-
my, and filthy language out of your mouth. 99 Do not lie
one to another, since you have put off the old nature
with its deeds, 1010 and have embraced the new nature,
which is renewed in knowledge after the image of Him
who created it, 1111 where there is neither Greek nor Jew,
circumcision nor uncircumcision, barbarian, Scythian,
slave nor free, but Christ is all and in all.

1212 So embrace, as the elect of God, holy and beloved,
a spirit of mercy, kindness, humbleness of mind,
meekness, and longsuffering. 1313 Bear with one another
and forgive one another. If anyone has a quarrel
against anyone, even as Christ forgave you, so you
must do. 1414 And above all these things, embrace love,
which is the bond of perfection.

1515 Let the peace of God, to which also you are called
in one body, rule in your hearts. And be thankful. 1616 Let
the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom,
teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and
hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your
hearts to the Lord. 1717 And whatever you do in word or
deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving
thanks to God the Father through Him.

Social Duties of the NeSocial Duties of the New Lifew Life
1818 Wives, submit yourselves to your own husbands,

as it is fitting in the Lord.
1919 Husbands, love your wives, and do not be bitter to-

ward them.
2020 Children, obey your parents in all things, for this is

well pleasing to the Lord.
2121 Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger,

lest they be discouraged.
2222 Servants, obey your masters in all things according

to the flesh, serving not only when they are watching,
as the servants of men, but in singleness of heart,
fearing God. 2323 And whatever you do, do it heartily, as
for the Lord and not for men, 2424 knowing that from the
Lord you will receive the reward of the inheritance. For
you serve the Lord Christ. 2525 But he who does wrong
will receive for the wrong which he has done, and
there is no partiality.

Masters, give to your servants that which is just
and fair, knowing that you also have a Master in

heaven.
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ExhortationsExhortations
22 Continue in prayer, and be watchful with thanksgiv-

ing, 33 while praying also for us, that God would open
to us a door of utterance to speak the mystery of
Christ, for which I am also in chains, 44 that I may reveal
it clearly, as I ought to speak. 55 Walk in wisdom toward
those who are outside, wisely using the opportunity.
66 Let your speech always be with grace, seasoned with
salt, that you may know how you should answer every-
one.

Final GrFinal Greetingseetings
77 Tychicus, who is a beloved brother and a faithful

minister and fellow servant in the Lord, will tell you all
the news about me. 88 I have sent him to you for this
very purpose, that he might know your circumstances
and comfort your hearts, 99 with Onesimus, a faithful
and beloved brother, who is one of you. They will
make known to you everything which is happening
here.

1010 Aristarchus my fellow prisoner greets you, with
Mark, the cousin of Barnabas (concerning whom you
received instructions: If he comes to you, receive him),
1111 and Jesus, who is called Justus. These are my only
fellow workers for the kingdom of God who are of the
circumcision. They have been a comfort to me. 1212 Epa-
phras greets you. He is one of you, a servant of Christ,
always laboring fervently for you in prayers, that you
may stand mature and complete in the entire will of
God. 1313 I bear witness of him, that he has a great zeal
for you, those who are in Laodicea, and those in Hier-
apolis. 1414 Luke, the beloved physician, and Demas
greet you. 1515 Greet the brothers who are in Laodicea,
and Nympha, and the church which is in his house.

1616 When this epistle is read among you, ensure that it
is read also in the church of the Laodiceans, and that
you, likewise, read the epistle from Laodicea.

1717 Tell Archippus, “Make sure that you fulfill the min-
istry which you have received in the Lord.”

1818 I, Paul, write this greeting with my own hand. Re-
member my chains. Grace be with you. Amen.
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1 THESSAL1 THESSALONIANSONIANS
The first epistle of Paul the Apostle to the Thessalonians was written in Corinth in about AD 50 to 51 and was
possibly the first epistle Paul wrote. The purpose is to affirm and strengthen young disciples in the fundamen-
tal truths of Christian theology. The converts addressed were Gentiles. Paul is always sound and concrete with
his advice, especially as he attempts to calm the anxiety of the church to which he is writing regarding their
new faith in Jesus. The Thessalonian Christians were eagerly anticipating, albeit impatiently, Christ’s return and
had become anxious, thinking that their loved ones who had already died had missed it. Paul encourages them
that their loved ones are already with the Lord. Read carefully and with prudence.

SalutationSalutation

Paul, Silas, and Timothy,
To the church of the Thessalonians which is in

God the Father and in the Lord Jesus Christ:
Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the

Lord Jesus Christ.

The Thessalonians’ Faith and ExampleThe Thessalonians’ Faith and Example
22 We give thanks to God always for you all, mention-

ing you in our prayers, 33 remembering without ceasing
your work of faith, labor of love, and patient hope in
our Lord Jesus Christ in the sight of God and our Fa-
ther.

44 For we know, beloved brothers, your election by
God. 55 For our gospel did not come to you in word on-
ly, but also in power, and in the Holy Spirit, and in
much assurance, just as you know what kind of men
we were among you for your sake. 66 You became fol-
lowers of us and the Lord, having received the word in
much affliction, with joy of the Holy Spirit. 77 Therefore
you were examples to all who believe in Macedonia
and Achaia. 88 For the word of the Lord sounded out
from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also
in every place your faith in God has gone forth, so that
we do not need to say anything. 99 For they themselves
declare how we were received by you, and how you
turned to God from idols, to serve the living and true
God, 1010 and to wait for His Son from heaven, whom He
raised from the dead—Jesus, who delivered us from
the wrath to come.

Paul’Paul’s Ministry in Thessalonicas Ministry in Thessalonica

You yourselves know, brothers, that our visit to
you was not in vain. 22 But even after we had previ-

ously suffered and were shamefully treated at Philippi,
as you know, we were bold in our God to declare to
you the gospel of God amid much opposition. 33 For
our exhortation was not from deceit, nor from un-
cleanness, nor in guile. 44 But as we were allowed by
God to be entrusted with the gospel, even so we

speak, not to please men, but God, who examines our
hearts. 55 For neither at any time did we come with flat-
tering words, as you know, nor with a pretext for
greed. God is our witness. 66 Nor did we seek glory
from men, either from you, or from others, even
though we might have made demands as the apostles
of Christ.

77 But we were gentle among you, like a nurse caring
for her own children. 88 So having great love toward
you, we were willing to impart to you not only the
gospel of God but also our own lives, because you
were dear to us. 99 For you remember, brothers, our la-
bor and toil. Laboring night and day so as not to be an
expense to any of you, we preached to you the gospel
of God.

1010 You and God are witnesses of how pure, upright,
and blameless we ourselves behaved among you who
believe. 1111 As you know, we exhorted, comforted, and
commanded every one of you, as a father does his
own children, 1212 that you would walk in a manner wor-
thy of God, who has called you to His kingdom and
glory.

1313 For this reason we thank God without ceasing be-
cause, when you received the word of God, which you
heard from us, you received it not as the word of men,
but as it truly is, the word of God, which effectively
works also in you who believe. 1414 For you, brothers, be-
came followers of the churches of God, which in Judea
are in Christ Jesus. You also have suffered the same
things from your own countrymen, as they have from
the Jews, 1515 who both killed the Lord Jesus and their
own prophets and have persecuted us. They do not
please God and are contrary to all men, 1616 forbidding
us to speak to the Gentiles that they might be saved.
In this way they are always piling up their sins, but
wrath has come upon them to the extreme.

Paul’Paul’s Desirs Desire to Visit Againe to Visit Again
1717 But we, brothers, being taken from you for a short

time, in presence, not in heart, endeavored all the
more abundantly to see your face with great desire.
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1818 Therefore we wished to come to you—even I, Paul,
once and again—but Satan hindered us. 1919 For what is
our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoicing? Will it not even
be you in the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at His
coming? 2020 You are our glory and joy.

Therefore, when we could no longer endure it,
we thought it good to be left at Athens alone.

22 We sent Timothy, who is our brother and minister of
God and our fellow laborer in the gospel of Christ, to
establish and comfort you with regard to your faith,
33 so that no one would be shaken by these afflictions.
For you know that we are appointed to this. 44 Indeed,
we told you before when we were with you that we
would suffer tribulation, just as it came to pass, as you
well know. 55 For this reason, when I could no longer
endure it, I sent to inquire about your faith, lest by
some means the tempter might have tempted you,
and our labor might have been in vain.

66 But just now Timothy has come from you to us and
brought us good news of your faith and love, and that
you always have good memories of us, desiring great-
ly to see us, as we also desire to see you. 77 Therefore,
brothers, during all our afflictions and distress, we
have been encouraged about you through your faith.
88 For now we live, if you stand strong in the Lord. 99 For
what thanks can we render to God for you, for all the
joy with which we rejoice for your sakes before our
God, 1010 night and day praying earnestly that we might
see your face and might perfect that which is lacking
in your faith?

1111 Now may our God and Father Himself, and our
Lord Jesus Christ, direct our way to you. 1212 And may the
Lord make you increase and abound in love for one
another and for all men, even as we do for you. 1313 To
this end may He establish your hearts to be blameless
in holiness before our God and Father at the coming
of our Lord Jesus Christ with all His saints.

A Life Pleasing to GodA Life Pleasing to God

Finally, brothers, we urge and exhort you by the
Lord Jesus, that as you have learned from us how

you ought to walk and to please God, you should excel
more and more. 22 For you know what commands we
gave you through the Lord Jesus.

33 For this is the will of God, your sanctification: that
you should abstain from sexual immorality, 44 that each
one of you should know how to possess his own vessel
in sanctification and honor, 55 not in the lust of depravi-
ty, even as the Gentiles who do not know God, 66 and
that no man take advantage of and defraud his broth-
er in any matter, because the Lord is the avenger in all
these things, as we also have forewarned you and tes-
tified. 77 For God has not called us to uncleanness, but
to holiness. 88 Therefore he that despises does not de-
spise man, but God, who has also given us His Holy
Spirit.

99 As concerning brotherly love, you do not need me
to write to you. For you yourselves are taught by God

to love one another. 1010 And indeed, you do have love
for all the brothers who are in all Macedonia. But we
urge you, brothers, that you increase more and more.

1111 Learn to be calm, and to conduct your own busi-
ness, and to work with your own hands, as we com-
manded you, 1212 so that you may walk honestly toward
those who are outsiders and that you may lack noth-
ing.

The LorThe Lord’d’s Comings Coming
1313 But I would not have you ignorant, brothers, con-

cerning those who are asleep, that you may not grieve
as others who have no hope. 1414 For if we believe that
Jesus died and arose again, so God will bring with Him
those who sleep in Jesus. 1515 For this we say to you by
the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and re-
main until the coming of the Lord will not precede
those who are asleep. 1616 For the Lord Himself will de-
scend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the
archangel, and with the trumpet call of God. And the
dead in Christ will rise first. 1717 Then we who are alive
and remain shall be caught up together with them in
the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we shall
be forever with the Lord. 1818 Therefore comfort one an-
other with these words.

Concerning the times and the seasons, brothers,
you have no need that I write to you. 22 For you

know perfectly that the day of the Lord will come like a
thief in the night. 33 When they say, “Peace and safety!”
then sudden destruction will come upon them as la-
bor upon a woman with child, and they shall not es-
cape.

44 But you, brothers, are not in darkness so that this
Day should overtake you as a thief. 55 You are all the
sons of light and the sons of the day. We are not of the
night nor of darkness. 66 Therefore let us not sleep as
others do. But let us be alert and sober. 77 For those
who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk,
are drunk at night. 88 But let us, who are of the day, be
sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and love, and
as a helmet, the hope of salvation. 99 For God has not
appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our
Lord Jesus Christ, 1010 who died for us, so that whether
we are awake or asleep, we should live together with
Him. 1111 So comfort yourselves together, and edify one
another, just as you are doing.

Final Exhortations and GrFinal Exhortations and Greetingseetings
1212 We ask you, brothers, to acknowledge those who

labor among you, and are appointed over you in the
Lord, and instruct you. 1313 Esteem them very highly in
love for their work’s sake. And be at peace among
yourselves. 1414 Now we exhort you, brothers, warn
those who are unruly, comfort the faint-hearted, sup-
port the weak, and be patient toward everyone. 1515 See
that no one renders evil for evil to anyone. But always
seek to do good to one another and to all.

1 THESSALONIANS 2:18 853 1 THESSALONIANS 5:15



1616 Rejoice always. 1717 Pray without ceasing. 1818 In every-
thing give thanks, for this is the will of God in Christ Je-
sus concerning you.

1919 Do not quench the Spirit. 2020 Do not despise prophe-
cies. 2121 Examine all things. Firmly hold onto what is
good. 2222 Abstain from all appearances of evil.

2323 May the very God of peace sanctify you complete-
ly. And I pray to God that your whole spirit, soul, and

body be preserved blameless unto the coming of our
Lord Jesus Christ. 2424 Faithful is He who calls you, who
also will do it.

2525 Brothers, pray for us. 2626 Greet all the brothers with
a holy kiss. 2727 I command you by the Lord that this let-
ter be read to all the holy brothers.

2828 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
Amen.
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2 THESSAL2 THESSALONIANSONIANS
The second epistle of Paul the Apostle to the Thessalonians was written from Corinth in about AD 50 to 51,
shortly after First Thessalonians was written. The purpose was to dispel the rumor that he had written a letter
that had been forged in his name. That letter teaches new converts that the Day of the Lord is at hand. Paul en-
courages Christians not to be slothful and lazy, but to work hard as they await Christ’s return, thus making the
most of their time. Paul assures his readers that his doctrine had not changed. This epistle should be read in
conjunction with First Thessalonians. Paul is a great encourager and teacher. Read all of his epistles together
so as not to lose a sense of their continuity.

SalutationSalutation

Paul, and Silas, and Timothy,
To the church of the Thessalonians in God our

Father and the Lord Jesus Christ:
22 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and

the Lord Jesus Christ.

The Judgment at ChristThe Judgment at Christ’’s Comings Coming
33 We are bound to thank God always for you, broth-

ers, as it is fitting, because your faith is growing abun-
dantly, and the love of every one of you abounds to-
ward each other. 44 So we boast about you in the
churches of God for your patience and faith in all your
persecutions and tribulations that you are enduring.

55 This is evidence that God’s judgment, being right-
eous, will count you worthy of the kingdom of God for
which you are suffering. 66 It is a righteous matter with
God to repay with tribulation those who trouble you,
77 and to give you who are troubled rest with us when
the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with His mighty
angels, 88 in flaming fire taking vengeance on those
who do not know God and do not obey the gospel of
our Lord Jesus Christ. 99 They shall be punished with
eternal destruction, isolated from the presence of the
Lord and from the glory of His power, 1010 when He
comes, in that Day, to be glorified in His saints and to
be marveled at by all those who believe, because our
testimony among you was believed.

1111 Therefore we always pray for you that our God
would count you worthy of this calling and with power
fulfill all your good desires and works done by faith,
1212 so that the name of our Lord Jesus Christ may be
glorified in you, and you in Him, according to the
grace of our God and the Lord Jesus Christ.

The Man of LawlessnessThe Man of Lawlessness

Now, brothers, concerning the coming of our
Lord Jesus Christ, and concerning our gathering

together unto Him, we ask you 22 not to let your mind
be quickly shaken or be troubled, neither in spirit nor

by word, nor by letter coming as though from us, as if
the day of Christ is already here. 33 Do not let anyone
deceive you in any way. For that Day will not come un-
less a falling away comes first, and the man of sin is
revealed, the son of destruction, 44 who opposes and
exalts himself above all that is called God or is wor-
shipped, so that he sits as God in the temple of God,
showing himself as God.

55 Do you not remember that when I was still with
you, I told you these things? 66 Now you know what re-
strains him that he might be revealed in his time. 77 For
the mystery of lawlessness is already working. Only He
who is now restraining him will do so until He is taken
out of the way. 88 Then the lawless one will be revealed,
whom the Lord will consume with the breath of His
mouth, and destroy with the brightness of His pres-
ence, 99 even him, whose coming is in accordance with
the working of Satan with all power and signs and
false wonders, 1010 and with all deception of unright-
eousness among those who perish, because they did
not receive the love for the truth that they might be
saved. 1111 Therefore God will send them a strong delu-
sion, that they should believe the lie: 1212 that they all
might be condemned who did not believe the truth
but had pleasure in unrighteousness.

Chosen for SalvationChosen for Salvation
1313 But we are bound to always give thanks to God for

you, beloved brothers of the Lord, because God has
from the beginning called you to salvation through
sanctification by the Spirit and belief of the truth. 1414 To
this He called you by our gospel, to obtain the glory of
our Lord Jesus Christ.

1515 Therefore, brothers, stand firm and hold the tradi-
tions which you have been taught, whether by word or
by our letter.

1616 Now may our Lord Jesus Christ Himself, and God
our Father, who has loved us and has given us eternal
consolation and good hope through grace, 1717 comfort
your hearts and establish you in every good word and
work.
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PrPray for Usay for Us

Finally, brothers, pray for us, that the word of the
Lord may quickly spread and be glorified, even as

it did with you. 22 And pray that we may be delivered
from unreasonable and wicked men, for not all men
have faith. 33 But the Lord is faithful, who will establish
you and guard you from the evil one. 44 We have confi-
dence in the Lord concerning you, that you are doing
and will do the things which we command you. 55 May
the Lord direct your hearts to the love of God and to
the steadfastness of Christ.

WWarning Against Idlenessarning Against Idleness
66 Now we command you, brothers, in the name of

our Lord Jesus Christ, that you withdraw yourselves
from every brother who walks in idleness and not ac-
cording to the tradition that he received from us. 77 For
you know how you should follow us. For we were not
idle among you, 88 neither did we eat anyone’s bread
without paying for it, but we worked tirelessly and
toiled night and day that we might not be a burden to
any of you. 99 We did this, not because we did not have

that right, but to make ourselves an example for you
to follow. 1010 For when we were with you, we command-
ed you that if any will not work, neither shall he eat.

1111 For we hear that there are some among you who
live in idleness, mere busybodies, not working at all.
1212 Now, concerning those who are such, we command
and exhort by our Lord Jesus Christ that they quietly
work and eat their own bread. 1313 But you, brothers, do
not be weary in doing good.

1414 If anyone does not obey our word in this letter,
note that man, and do not socialize with him, so that
he may be ashamed. 1515 Still, do not count him as an
enemy, but admonish him as a brother.

BenedictionBenediction
1616 Now may the Lord of peace Himself give you peace

always in every way. The Lord be with you all.
1717 I, Paul, write this greeting with my own hand, and

this is the distinguishing mark in every letter: So I
write.

1818 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
Amen.
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1 TIMO1 TIMOTHYTHY
The first epistle of Paul the Apostle to Timothy was written, most likely, in Macedonia during the early AD 60s.
This epistle was the first of the three Pastoral Epistles—First and Second Timothy, and Titus. It is addressed to
Timothy, a young minister in Ephesus. This first epistle is a very practical letter dealing with church order, doc-
trine, and discipline. Paul’s primary instruction to Timothy is that right doctrine naturally leads to right living,
and false doctrine leads to false, unholy living. In other words, doctrine and conduct cannot be separated. The
personal information regarding Paul’s and Timothy’s father/son relationship is enlightening for any disciple-
ship/mentoring relationship.

SalutationSalutation

Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the command
of God our Savior, and of the Lord Jesus Christ,

our hope,
22 To Timothy, my true son in the faith:
Grace, mercy, and peace, from God our Father and

Jesus Christ our Lord.

WWarning Against False Doctrinearning Against False Doctrine
33 As I urged you when I went into Macedonia, contin-

ue to remain at Ephesus so that you might command
some to teach no other doctrine, 44 nor pay attention to
fables and endless genealogies, which cause debates
rather than godly edifying, which is in faith. 55 Now the
goal of this command is love from a pure heart, and
from a good conscience, and from sincere faith. 66 From
this, some have lost their way and turned aside to
empty talk, 77 desiring to be teachers of the law, and
understanding neither what they say nor what they af-
firm.

88 But we know that the law is good if someone uses
it lawfully. 99 And we know that the law is not given for
a righteous person, but for the lawless and disobedi-
ent, for the ungodly and for sinners, for the unholy
and the profane, for those who kill their fathers and
mothers, for murderers, 1010 for the sexually immoral,
for sodomites, for slave traders, for liars, for perjurers,
and for anything else that is contrary to sound doc-
trine, 1111 according to the glorious gospel of the blessed
God, which was committed to my trust.

Thankfulness for MerThankfulness for Mercycy
1212 I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has enabled me,

because He counted me faithful and appointed me to
the ministry. 1313 I was previously a blasphemer, and a
persecutor, and an insolent man. But I was shown
mercy, because I did it ignorantly in unbelief. 1414 The
grace of our Lord overflowed with the faith and love
which is in Christ Jesus.

1515 This is a faithful saying and worthy of all accep-
tance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save
sinners, of whom I am the worst. 1616 But I received mer-
cy for this reason, that in me, first, Jesus Christ might
show all patience, as an example to those who were to
believe in Him for eternal life. 1717 Now to the eternal,
immortal, invisible King, the only wise God, be honor
and glory forever. Amen.

1818 This command I commit to you, my son Timothy,
according to the prophecies that were previously giv-
en to you, that by them you might fight a good fight,
1919 keeping faith and a good conscience, which some
have rejected and suffered shipwreck in regard to
their faith. 2020 Among these are Hymenaeus and
Alexander, whom I have delivered to Satan that they
may learn not to blaspheme.

Instructions Concerning PrInstructions Concerning Prayerayer

Therefore I exhort first of all that you make sup-
plications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgiv-

ings for everyone, 22 for kings and for all who are in au-
thority, that we may lead a quiet and peaceful life in all
godliness and honesty, 33 for this is good and accept-
able in the sight of God our Savior, 44 who desires all
men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the
truth. 55 There is one God and one mediator between
God and men, the Man Christ Jesus, 66 who gave Him-
self as a ransom for all. This was the testimony given
at the proper time. 77 For this I was appointed a preach-
er and an apostle (I speak the truth in Christ and do
not lie), a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth.

88 Therefore I desire that the men pray everywhere,
lifting up holy hands, without wrath or contentious-
ness.

99 In like manner also, that women clothe themselves
in modest clothing, with decency and self-control, not
with braided hair, gold, pearls, or expensive clothing,
1010 but with good works, which is proper for women
professing godliness.

1111 Let a woman learn in silence with all obedience. 1212 I
do not permit a woman to teach or to usurp authority

857 1 TIMOTHY 2:12



33

44

55

over a man, but to be silent. 1313 For Adam was formed
first, then Eve. 1414 And Adam was not deceived, but the
woman, being deceived, fell into sin. 1515 Yet she will be
saved in childbearing if they continue in faith, love,
and holiness, with self-control.

Qualifications of OverseersQualifications of Overseers

This is a faithful saying: If a man desires the of-
fice of an overseer, he desires a good work. 22 An

overseer then must be blameless, the husband of one
wife, sober, self-controlled, respectable, hospitable,
able to teach; 33 not given to drunkenness, not violent,
not greedy for money, but patient, not argumentative,
not covetous; 44 and one who manages his own house
well, having his children in submission with all rever-
ence. 55 For if a man does not know how to manage his
own house, how will he take care of the church of
God? 66 He must not be newly converted, so that he
does not become prideful and fall into the condemna-
tion of the devil. 77 Moreover he must have a good rep-
utation among those who are outsiders, so that he
does not fall into reproach and the snare of the devil.

Qualifications of DeaconsQualifications of Deacons
88 Likewise deacons must be serious, not insincere,

not given to much wine, not greedy, 99 keeping the
mystery of the faith in a pure conscience. 1010 And let
them first be tested; then, being found blameless, let
them serve as deacons.

1111 Likewise, their wives must be serious, not slander-
ers, sober, and faithful in all things.

1212 Let the deacons be the husbands of one wife,
managing their children and their own houses well.
1313 For those who have served well in the office of dea-
con purchase for themselves good standing and great
boldness in the faith, which is in Christ Jesus.

The Mystery of Our ReligionThe Mystery of Our Religion
1414 I am writing these things to you, hoping to come

to you shortly, 1515 but if I am delayed, you might know
how you ought to conduct yourself in the house of
God, which is the church of the living God, the pillar
and foundation of the truth. 1616 Without question, great
is the mystery of godliness:
God was revealed in the flesh,
justified in the Spirit,

seen by angels,
preached to the Gentiles,

believed on in the world,
taken up into glory.

PrPrediction of Apostasyediction of Apostasy

Now the Spirit clearly says that in the last times
some will depart from the faith and pay attention

to seducing spirits and doctrines of devils, 22 speaking
lies in hypocrisy, having their consciences seared with
a hot iron, 33 forbidding to marry, and commanding to

abstain from foods, which God has created to be re-
ceived with thanksgiving by those who believe and
know the truth. 44 For everything created by God is
good, and not to be refused if it is received with
thanksgiving, 55 for it is sanctified by the word of God
and prayer.

A Good Minister of Christ JesusA Good Minister of Christ Jesus
66 If you remind the brothers of these things, you will

be a good minister of Jesus Christ, nourished by the
words of faith and of good doctrine, which you have
followed closely. 77 But refuse profane and foolish
myths. Instead, exercise in the ways of godliness. 88 For
bodily exercise profits a little, but godliness is prof-
itable in all things, holding promise for the present life
and also for the life to come.

99 This is a faithful saying and worthy of all accep-
tance. 1010 For to this end we both labor and suffer re-
proach, because we trust in the living God, who is the
Savior of all men, especially of those who believe.

1111 Command and teach these things. 1212 Let no one
despise your youth, but be an example to the believ-
ers in speech, in conduct, in love, in spirit, in faith, and
in purity. 1313 Until I come, give attention to reading, ex-
hortation, and doctrine. 1414 Do not neglect the gift that
is in you, which was given to you by prophecy, with the
laying on of hands by the elders.

1515 Meditate on these things. Give yourself completely
to them, that your progress may be known to every-
one. 1616 Take heed to yourself and to the doctrine. Con-
tinue in them, for in doing this you will save both your-
self and those who hear you.

Duties TDuties Toowarward Othersd Others

Do not rebuke an elder, but exhort him as a fa-
ther, the younger men as brothers, 22 the elder

women as mothers, and the younger women as sis-
ters, with complete purity.

33 Honor widows that are widows indeed. 44 But if any
widow has children or grandchildren, let them learn
first to show piety at home and to repay their parents.
For this is good and acceptable before God. 55 Now she
who is a widow indeed, and desolate, trusts in God,
and continues in supplications and prayers night and
day. 66 But she who lives in pleasure is dead while she
lives. 77 And these things command, that they may be
blameless. 88 But if any do not care for their own, and
especially for those of their own house, they have de-
nied the faith and are worse than unbelievers.

99 Do not let a widow be counted unless she is over
sixty years old, has been the wife of one man, 1010 is well
attested in good works, if she has brought up children,
has lodged strangers, has washed the saints’ feet, has
relieved the afflicted, and has diligently followed every
good work.

1111 But refuse the younger widows, for when their
sensual desires have drawn them away from Christ,
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they want to marry, 1212 and bring judgment on them-
selves, because they have cast off their first pledge.
1313 Besides that, they learn to be idle, and not only idle,
wandering around from house to house, but also gos-
sips and busybodies, saying what they ought not.
1414 Therefore I desire that the younger women marry,
bear children, manage the house, and give no occa-
sion to the adversary to speak reproachfully. 1515 For
some have already turned aside after Satan.

1616 If any believing man or woman has widows, let
those assist them. Do not let the church be charged,
so that it may relieve those who are widows indeed.

1717 Let the elders who rule well be counted worthy of
double honor, especially those who labor in the word
and doctrine. 1818 For the Scripture says, “You shall not
muzzle the ox that treads out the grain,” †† and, “The la-
borer is worthy of his reward.” ††††1919 Do not receive an
accusation against an elder, except before two or
three witnesses. 2020 Rebuke in the presence of everyone
those who sin, that the rest also may fear.

2121 I command you before God and the Lord Jesus
Christ and the elect angels that you observe these
things without prejudice, doing nothing by partiality.

2222 Do not lay hands suddenly on anyone, and do not
partake of other men’s sins. Keep yourself pure.

2323 No longer drink only water, but use a little wine for
your stomach’s sake and your frequent illnesses.

2424 Some men’s sins are evident, pointing to judg-
ment, but other men’s sins are revealed later. 2525 Like-
wise, the good works of some are evident, but those
that are not cannot be hidden.

Let as many servants as are under the yoke of
slavery count their own masters worthy of all

honor, so that the name of God and His doctrine may
not be slandered. 22 Let those who have believing mas-
ters not despise them, because they are brothers. In-
stead, let them serve as slaves, because those who re-
ceive their service are faithful and beloved.

False TFalse Teaching and Teaching and True Wrue Wealthealth

Teach and command these things. 33 Anyone who
teaches otherwise and does not consent to whole-
some words, to the words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and
to godly doctrine 44 is conceited and knows nothing. He

† Dt 25:4. †† Lk 10:7.

has a morbid disposition for controversy and verbal
disputes, from which come envy, strife, blasphemies,
evil speculations, 55 constant disputes by men of cor-
rupt minds, being destitute of the truth, and suppos-
ing that financial gain is godliness. Withdraw yourself
from such men.

66 But godliness with contentment is great gain. 77 For
we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain
that we can carry nothing out. 88 If we have food and
clothing, we shall be content with these things. 99 But
those who desire to be rich fall into temptation and a
snare and into many foolish and harmful lusts, which
drown men in ruin and destruction. 1010 For the love of
money is the root of all evil. While coveting after mon-
ey, some have strayed from the faith and pierced
themselves through with many sorrows.

The Good Fight of FaithThe Good Fight of Faith
1111 But you, O man of God, escape these things, and

follow after righteousness, godliness, faith, love, pa-
tience, and gentleness. 1212 Fight the good fight of faith.
Lay hold on eternal life, to which you are called and
have professed a good profession before many wit-
nesses. 1313 I command you, in the sight of God, who
gives life to all things, and in the sight of Christ Jesus,
who testified a good confession before Pontius Pilate,
1414 to keep this commandment without blemish, blame-
less until the appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ,
1515 which He, who is the blessed and only Ruler, the
King of kings and Lord of lords, will reveal at the prop-
er time. 1616 He alone has immortality, living in unap-
proachable light, whom no one has seen, nor can see.
To Him be honor and everlasting power. Amen.

1717 Command those who are rich in this world that
they not be conceited, nor trust in uncertain riches,
but in the living God, who richly gives us all things to
enjoy. 1818 Command that they do good, that they be rich
in good works, generous, willing to share, 1919 and laying
up in store for themselves a good foundation for the
coming age, so that they may take hold of eternal life.

2020 O Timothy, guard that which is committed to your
trust. Avoid profane babblings and opposing views
from so-called knowledge. 2121 By professing it, some
have erred concerning the faith.

Grace be with you. Amen.
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2 TIMO2 TIMOTHYTHY
The second epistle of Paul the Apostle to Timothy was written in Rome in about AD 64 to 65, as Paul was await-
ing his death. He wrote this letter during his second imprisonment. In a similar manner to the first epistle to
Timothy, Second Timothy is filled with wisdom from a spiritual father who wants to leave a lasting legacy of
faithfulness to his child in the faith in his last days before his execution. Read this letter in this relational con-
text, for that is how to best understand it. Paul was a great mentor who poured out his life for the sake of the
church. This is the second of the three Pastoral Epistles, which are a “must-read” for church leaders.

SalutationSalutation

Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God,
according to the promise of life which is in Christ

Jesus,
22 To Timothy, my beloved son:
Grace, mercy, and peace, from God the Father and

Christ Jesus our Lord.

LoLoyalty to the Gospelyalty to the Gospel
33 I thank God, whom I serve with a pure conscience

as my forefathers did, as I continually remember you
in my prayers night and day, 44 greatly desiring to see
you, remembering your tears, that I may be filled with
joy, 55 remembering the genuine faith that first lived in
your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice and
that I am persuaded lives in you also. 66 Therefore I re-
mind you to stir up the gift of God, which is in you by
the laying on of my hands. 77 For God has not given us
the spirit of fear, but of power, and love, and self-con-
trol.

88 So do not be ashamed of the testimony of our Lord,
nor of me, His prisoner. But share in the sufferings of
the gospel by the power of God, 99 who has saved us
and called us with a holy calling, not by our works, but
by His own purpose and grace, which was given us in
Christ Jesus before the world began, 1010 but is now re-
vealed by the appearing of our Savior, Jesus Christ,
who has abolished death and has brought life and im-
mortality to light through the gospel, 1111 for which I was
appointed a preacher, an apostle, and a teacher of the
Gentiles. 1212 For these things I suffer, but I am not
ashamed, for I know whom I have believed, and am
persuaded that He is able to keep that which I have
committed to Him until that Day.

1313 Follow the pattern of sound teaching which you
have heard from me in the faith and love that is in
Christ Jesus. 1414 Guard the treasure that was committed
to you through the Holy Spirit who lives in us.

1515 You know that all those who are in Asia have
turned away from me, including Phygelus and Hermo-
genes.

1616 May the Lord grant mercy to the house of One-
siphorus, for he often refreshed me and was not
ashamed of my chains. 1717 But when he arrived in
Rome, he searched me out very diligently and found
me. 1818 May the Lord grant that he may find mercy from
the Lord on that Day. You know very well how many
ways he ministered to me at Ephesus.

A Good Soldier of Christ JesusA Good Soldier of Christ Jesus

So you, my son, be strong in the grace that is in
Christ Jesus. 22 Share the things that you have

heard from me in the presence of many witnesses
with faithful men who will be able to teach others also.
33 Endure hard times as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.
44 No soldier on active duty entangles himself with civil-
ian affairs, that he may please the enlisting officer.
55 Anyone who competes as an athlete is not rewarded
without competing legally. 66 The farmer who labors
should be first to partake of the crops. 77 Consider what
I am saying, and may the Lord grant you understand-
ing in all things.

88 Remember Jesus Christ, raised from the dead, de-
scended from David, according to my gospel, 99 in
which I suffer trouble like a criminal, even with chains.
But the word of God is not bound. 1010 Therefore I en-
dure all things for the sake of the elect, that they also
may obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus with
eternal glory.

1111 This is a faithful saying:
If we die with Him,
we shall also live with Him.

1212 If we endure,
we shall also reign with Him.

If we deny Him,
He also will deny us.

1313 If we are faithless,
He remains faithful;
He cannot deny Himself.

An ApprAn Approoved Wved Workmanorkman
1414 Remind them of these things, commanding them

before the Lord that they not argue about words,
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which leads to nothing of value and to the destruction
of those who hear them. 1515 Study to show yourself ap-
proved by God, a workman who need not be ashamed,
rightly dividing the word of truth. 1616 But avoid profane
foolish babblings, for they will increase to more un-
godliness, 1717 and their word will spread like gangrene:
Among them are Hymenaeus and Philetus, 1818 who
have erred concerning the truth, saying that the resur-
rection has already occurred, and who overthrow the
faith of some. 1919 But the firm foundation of God
stands, having this seal, “The Lord knows those who
are His,” and, “Let everyone who calls on the name of
Christ depart from iniquity.”

2020 In a large house there are not only gold and silver
vessels, but also those of wood and clay; some are for
honor, and some for dishonor. 2121 One who cleanses
himself from these things will be a vessel for honor,
sanctified, fit for the Master’s use, and prepared for
every good work.

2222 So flee youthful desires and pursue righteousness,
faith, love, and peace, with those who call on the Lord
out of a pure heart. 2323 But avoid foolish and unlearned
debates, knowing that they create strife. 2424 The servant
of the Lord must not quarrel, but must be gentle to-
ward all people, able to teach, patient, 2525 in gentleness
instructing those in opposition. Perhaps God will grant
them repentance to know the truth, 2626 and they may
escape from the snare of the devil, after being cap-
tured by him to do his will.

The Last DaysThe Last Days

Know this: In the last days perilous times will
come. 22 Men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of

money, boastful, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to
parents, unthankful, unholy, 33 without natural affec-
tion, trucebreakers, slanderers, unrestrained, fierce,
despisers of those who are good, 44 traitors, reckless,
conceited, lovers of pleasures more than lovers of
God, 55 having a form of godliness, but denying its
power. Turn away from such people.

66 Those of this nature creep into houses and capti-
vate silly women who are burdened with sins and led
away with various desires, 77 always learning, but never
able to come to the knowledge of the truth. 88 Now as
Jannes and Jambres resisted Moses, so these also re-
sist the truth, men of corrupt minds and worthless
concerning the faith. 99 But they shall proceed no fur-
ther, for their folly will be revealed to everyone, as
theirs also was.

Last CharLast Charge to Timothyge to Timothy
1010 But you have observed my doctrine, manner of

life, purpose, faith, tolerance, love, patience, 1111 perse-
cutions, and afflictions, which came to me at Antioch,
Iconium, and Lystra—what persecutions I endured!
But the Lord delivered me out of them all. 1212 Yes, and
all who desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will suf-

fer persecution. 1313 But evil men and seducers will grow
worse and worse, deceiving and being deceived. 1414 But
continue in the things that you have learned and have
been assured of, knowing those from whom you have
learned them, 1515 and that since childhood you have
known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make
you wise unto salvation through the faith that is in
Christ Jesus. 1616 All Scripture is inspired by God and is
profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and
for instruction in righteousness, 1717 that the man of
God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every
good work.

I charge you therefore before God and the Lord
Jesus Christ, who will judge the living and the

dead at His appearing and His kingdom: 22 Preach the
word, be ready in season and out of season, reprove,
rebuke, and exhort, with all patience and teaching.
33 For the time will come when people will not endure
sound doctrine, but they will gather to themselves
teachers in accordance with their own desires, having
itching ears, 44 and they will turn their ears away from
the truth and turn to myths. 55 But be self-controlled in
all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evan-
gelist, and prove your ministry.

66 For I am already being poured out as a drink offer-
ing, and the time of my departure has come. 77 I have
fought a good fight, I have finished my course, and I
have kept the faith. 88 From now on a crown of right-
eousness is laid up for me, which the Lord, the right-
eous Judge, will give me on that Day, and not only to
me but also to all who have loved His appearing.

Personal InstructionsPersonal Instructions
99 Diligently try to come to me soon. 1010 Demas has for-

saken me, having loved this present world, and has
departed to Thessalonica, Crescens to Galatia, and Ti-
tus to Dalmatia. 1111 Only Luke is with me. Get Mark, and
bring him with you, for he is profitable to me for the
ministry. 1212 I sent Tychicus to Ephesus. 1313 When you
come, bring with you the cloak that I left at Troas with
Carpus, and the books, but especially the parchments.

1414 Alexander the coppersmith did me much evil. May
the Lord reward him according to his works. 1515 Beware
of him, for he has greatly opposed our words.

1616 At my first defense no one stood with me, but
everyone forsook me. May it not be charged against
them. 1717 But the Lord stood with me and strengthened
me, so that through me the preaching might be fully
known, and that all the Gentiles might hear. And I was
delivered out of the mouth of the lion. 1818 The Lord will
deliver me from every evil work and will preserve me
for His heavenly kingdom, to whom be glory forever
and ever. Amen.

Final GrFinal Greetingseetings
1919 Greet Priscilla and Aquila and the household of

Onesiphorus. 2020 Erastus remained at Corinth, and I
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have left Trophimus ill in Miletus. 2121 Diligently try to
come before winter. Eubulus greets you, and so do Pu-
dens, Linus, Claudia, and all the brothers.

2222 The Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. Grace be
with you. Amen.
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TITUSTITUS
The epistle of Paul the Apostle to Titus was written in Macedonia in the early AD 60s. Like Timothy, Titus was al-
so a spiritual son to Paul, but his background is different from that of Timothy. Timothy was half Jewish, and Ti-
tus was a Gentile. This letter has much in common with First Timothy in that it addresses church order, doc-
trine, and discipline. As is the case with First Timothy, this letter emphasizes the link between belief and behav-
ior. It gives insight into the life of the community and the importance of having a servant’s heart. Approximate-
ly eight times Paul exhorts the community to let their relationship with God be revealed by godly deeds. The
third of the three Pastoral Epistles, this letter should be approached with care, and read with the pastoral let-
ters written to Timothy for the greatest benefit to the reader.

SalutationSalutation

Paul, a servant of God and an apostle of Jesus
Christ, according to the faith of God’s elect and

the knowledge of the truth which leads to godliness,
22 in hope of eternal life which God, who cannot lie,
promised before the world began, 33 and has in due
time revealed His word through preaching, with which
I was entrusted according to the command of God our
Savior,

44 To Titus, my own son in the common faith:
Grace, mercy, and peace, from God the Father and

the Lord Jesus Christ our Savior.

Titus’ WTitus’ Work in Crork in Creteete
55 For this reason I left you in Crete, that you should

set in order the things that are lacking, and appoint el-
ders in every city, as I commanded you: 66 any man who
is blameless, the husband of one wife, having faithful
children who are not accused of being wild or unruly.
77 For an overseer must be blameless, as a steward of
God, not self-willed, not easily angered, not given to
drunkenness, not violent, not greedy for dishonest
gain, 88 but hospitable, a lover of what is good, self-con-
trolled, just, holy, temperate, 99 holding firmly the trust-
worthy word that is in accordance with the teaching,
that he may be able both to exhort with sound doc-
trine and to convince those who oppose it.

1010 For there are many unruly men, empty talkers and
deceivers, especially those of the circumcision, 1111 who
must be silenced, who subvert whole houses by teach-
ing for dishonest gain things they ought not teach.
1212 One of them, a prophet of their own, said, “The Cre-
tans are always liars, evil beasts, and idle gluttons!”
1313 This witness is true. So rebuke them sharply that
they may be sound in the faith, 1414 not paying attention
to Jewish myths and commandments of men who re-
ject the truth. 1515 To the pure, all things are pure. But to
those who are defiled and unbelieving, nothing is
pure. Even their minds and consciences are defiled.

1616 They profess that they know God, but in their deeds
they deny Him, being abominable, disobedient, and
worthless for every good work.

The TThe Teaching of Sound Doctrineeaching of Sound Doctrine

But as for you, teach what is fitting of sound doc-
trine: 22 Older men should be sober, serious, tem-

perate, sound in faith, in love, in patience.
33 Likewise, older women should be reverent in be-

havior, and not be false accusers, not be enslaved to
much wine, but teachers of good things, 44 that they
may teach the young women to love their husbands,
to love their children, 55 and to be self-controlled, pure,
homemakers, good, obedient to their own husbands,
that the word of God may not be dishonored.

66 Likewise, exhort young men to be self-controlled,
77 in all things presenting yourself as an example of
good works: in doctrine showing integrity, gravity, in-
corruptibility, 88 and sound speech that cannot be con-
demned, so that the one who opposes you may be
ashamed, having nothing evil to say of you.

99 Exhort servants to be obedient to their own mas-
ters, to please them well in everything, not answering
back, 1010 or stealing, but showing complete fidelity, so
that they may exemplify the doctrine of God our Sav-
ior in all things.

1111 For the grace of God that brings salvation has ap-
peared to all men, 1212 teaching us that, denying ungod-
liness and worldly desires, we should live soberly,
righteously, and in godliness in this present world,
1313 as we await the blessed hope and the appearing of
the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ,
1414 who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us
from all lawlessness and purify for Himself a special
people, zealous of good works.

1515 Teach these things, exhort, and rebuke with all au-
thority. Let no one despise you.
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Maintain Good DeedsMaintain Good Deeds

Remind them to be subject to rulers and authori-
ties, to obey them, to be ready for every good

work, 22 to speak evil of no one, not to be contentious,
but gentle, showing all humility toward everyone.

33 We also were once foolish, disobedient, deceived,
serving various desires and pleasures, living in evil and
envy, filled with hatred and hating each other. 44 But
when the kindness and the love of God our Savior to-
ward mankind appeared, 55 not by works of righteous-
ness which we have done, but according to His mercy
He saved us, through the washing of rebirth and the
renewal of the Holy Spirit, 66 whom He poured out on
us abundantly through Jesus Christ our Savior, 77 so
that, being justified by His grace, we might become
heirs according to the hope of eternal life. 88 This is a
faithful saying, and these things I want you constantly
to affirm, so that those who have believed in God

might be careful to maintain good works. These things
are good and profitable to everyone.

99 But avoid foolish debates, genealogies, con-
tentions, and arguments about the law, for they are
unprofitable and useless. 1010 Reject a divisive man after
a first and second admonition, 1111 knowing that such a
man is perverted and is sinning, being self-con-
demned.

Personal Instructions and GrPersonal Instructions and Greetingseetings
1212 When I send Artemas or Tychicus to you, be dili-

gent to come to me in Nicopolis, for I have decided to
spend the winter there. 1313 Diligently send Zenas the
lawyer and Apollos on their journey. See that they lack
nothing. 1414 And let our people also learn to continue
doing good works to meet urgent needs, that they
may not be unproductive.

1515 All who are with me greet you. Greet those who
love us in the faith.

Grace be with you all. Amen.
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PHILEMONPHILEMON
The epistle of Paul the Apostle to Philemon was written in Rome in about AD 62. This story is about a servant
named Onesimus who ran away from Philemon, a Christian of Colosse. Onesimus had departed from Philemon
and fled to Rome, where he then became converted under Paul’s ministry. Paul sent him back to Philemon with
this letter to reconcile their broken relationship, since they were both in Christ. The letter about Onesimus was
included in the canon, in the opinion of some, due to the authenticity of its authorship. Paul’s political astute-
ness and personal interaction with the recipient make this letter both warm and compelling. It is truly a heart-
felt plea from one Christian to another.

SalutationSalutation

Paul, a prisoner of Christ Jesus, and Timothy our
brother,

To Philemon, our beloved fellow laborer, 22 and to
beloved Apphia, and to Archippus our fellow soldier,
and to the church in your house:

33 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and
the Lord Jesus Christ.

PhilemonPhilemon’’s Los Love and Faithve and Faith
44 I thank my God, always mentioning you in my

prayers, 55 whenever I hear of your love and faith,
which you have toward the Lord Jesus and for all the
saints, 66 that the sharing of your faith may be most ef-
fective by the acknowledgment of every good thing
which is in you from Christ Jesus. 77 For we have great
joy and encouragement on account of your love, be-
cause the hearts of the saints are refreshed through
you, brother.

Paul Pleads for OnesimusPaul Pleads for Onesimus
88 Therefore, though I might be very bold in Christ to

command you to do that which is proper, 99 yet for
love’s sake I rather appeal to you—I, Paul, an old man,
and now also a prisoner of Jesus Christ— 1010 I appeal to
you on behalf of my son Onesimus, whose father I
have become in my imprisonment, 1111 who in the past
was unprofitable to you, but now he is profitable to
you and to me.

1212 I have sent him back. Therefore receive him as my
own heart. 1313 I wanted to keep him with me, so that in
your place he might serve me during my imprison-
ment for the gospel. 1414 But without your consent I
would do nothing, so that your goodness would not
be forced, but given willingly. 1515 Perhaps this was why
he departed for a while, that you might receive him
forever, 1616 no longer as a slave but more than a slave, a
beloved brother, especially to me but how much more
to you, both in the flesh and in the Lord.

1717 If then you consider me a partner, receive him as
you would me. 1818 If he wronged you or owes you any-
thing, charge this to my account. 1919 I, Paul, have writ-
ten this with my own hand. I will repay it—not to men-
tion that you owe me even your own self. 2020 Yes, broth-
er, help me rejoice in the Lord, refresh my heart in the
Lord. 2121 Being convinced of your obedience, I write to
you, knowing that you will also do more than I say.

2222 But, in addition, prepare also lodging for me, for I
hope that through your prayers I shall be graciously
restored to you.

Final GrFinal Greetingseetings
2323 Epaphras, my fellow prisoner in Christ Jesus,

greets you, 2424 as do Mark, Aristarchus, Demas, and
Luke, my fellow laborers.

2525 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your
spirit. Amen.
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HEBREWSHEBREWS
The epistle to the Hebrews was probably written sometime before AD 70. The author is unknown. The church
father Origen said it best regarding authorship: “But as to who wrote the epistle, only God knows the truth.” Al-
though its authorship is controversial, it came from a writer with a Hellenistic Jewish background and is ad-
dressed to Jewish Christians. For helpful background reading, one should precede it with knowledge of the first
five books of the Old Testament. The purpose is to teach that Jesus Christ is God, that He has fulfilled the Mosa-
ic Law, that He is the mediator of the New Covenant as both the priest and final sacrifice, and that Judaism and
the law achieve their ultimate goal in Jesus Christ. It affirms Jewish Christians in the faith of Christ and teaches
that the New Covenant’s doctrines are for all people, Jews and Gentiles alike.

God Has Spoken bGod Has Spoken by His Sony His Son

God, who at various times and in diverse ways
spoke long ago to the fathers through the

prophets, 22 has in these last days spoken to us by His
Son, whom He has appointed heir of all things, and
through whom He made the world. 33 He is the bright-
ness of His glory, the express image of Himself, and
upholds all things by the word of His power. When He
had by Himself purged our sins, He sat down at the
right hand of the Majesty on high. 44 He was made so
much better than the angels as He has inherited a
more excellent name than they.

The Son Superior to AngelsThe Son Superior to Angels
55 For to which of the angels did He at any time say:

“You are My Son;
today I have become Your Father” ††?

Or again,
“I will be a Father to Him,
and He shall be a Son to Me” ††††?

66 And again, when He brings the firstborn into the
world, He says:
“Let all the angels of God worship Him.” ‡‡

77 Of the angels He says:
“He makes His angels spirits,
and His servants a flame of fire.” ‡†‡†

88 But to the Son He says:
“Your throne, O God, lasts forever and ever;
a scepter of righteousness is the scepter of Your

kingdom. ‡‡‡‡
99 You have loved righteousness and hated wicked-

ness;
therefore God, Your God, has anointed You
with the oil of gladness more than Your compan-

ions.” ‡‡†‡‡†
1010 And,

† Ps 2:7. †† 2Sa 7:8, 14. ‡ Ps 97:7. ‡† Ps 104:4. ‡‡ Ps
45:6. ‡‡† Ps 45:7; Isa 61:1, 3.

“You, Lord, laid the foundation of the earth in the be-
ginning,

and the heavens are the works of Your hands.
1111 They will perish, but You remain;
and they all will wear out like a garment;

1212 as a cloak You will fold them up,
and they will be changed.

But You are the same,
and Your years will not end.” ‡‡‡‡‡‡

1313 But to which of the angels did He at any time say:
“Sit at My right hand,
until I make Your enemies
Your footstool” §§?

1414 Are they not all ministering spirits sent out to minis-
ter to those who will inherit salvation?

The GrThe Great Salvationeat Salvation

Therefore we should be more attentive to what
we have heard, lest we drift away. 22 For if the

word spoken by angels was true, and every sin and
disobedience received a just recompense, 33 how shall
we escape if we neglect such a great salvation, which
was first declared by the Lord, and was confirmed to
us by those who heard Him? 44 God also bore them wit-
ness with signs and wonders and diverse miracles and
with gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed according to
His own will.

The Pioneer of SalvationThe Pioneer of Salvation
55 For it was not to the angels that He has subjected

the world to come, of which we are speaking. 66 But
someone in a certain place testified, saying:
“What is man that You are mindful of him,
or the son of man that You care for him?

77 You made him a little lower than the angels;
You crowned him with glory and honor,
and set him over the works of Your hands.
88 You have put all things in subjection under his

feet.” §†§†

‡‡‡ Ps 102:25–27. § Ps 110:1. §† Ps 8:4–6.
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For in subjecting all things under him, He left nothing
that is not subjected to him. Yet now we do not see all
things subject to him. 99 But we see Jesus, who was
made a little lower than the angels to suffer death,
crowned with glory and honor, so that He, by the
grace of God, should experience death for everyone.

1010 For it was fitting for Him, for whom and by whom
all things exist, in bringing many sons to glory, to
make the Author of their salvation perfect through
suffering. 1111 For both He who sanctifies and those who
are sanctified are all of One. For this reason He is not
ashamed to call them brothers, 1212 saying:
“I will declare Your name to My brothers;
in the midst of the congregation I will sing praise to

You.” ††
1313 And again:
“I will put My trust in Him.” ††††

And again:
“Here am I and the children whom God has given

Me.” ‡‡
1414 So then, as the children share in flesh and blood,

He likewise took part in these, so that through death
He might destroy him who has the power of death,
that is, the devil, 1515 and deliver those who through fear
of death were throughout their lives subject to
bondage. 1616 For surely He does not help the angels,
but He helps the seed of Abraham. 1717 Therefore, in all
things it was necessary for Him to be made like His
brothers, so that He might be a merciful and faithful
High Priest in the things pertaining to God, to make
atonement for the sins of the people. 1818 For since He
Himself suffered while being tempted, He is able to
help those who are being tempted.

Jesus Superior to MosesJesus Superior to Moses

Therefore, holy brothers, partakers in a heavenly
calling, consider the Apostle and High Priest of

our profession, Jesus Christ, 22 who was faithful to Him
who appointed Him, as Moses was faithful in all His
house. 33 For the One was counted worthy of more glo-
ry than Moses, in that He who builds the house has
more honor than the house itself. 44 For every house is
built by someone, but the One who builds all things is
God. 55 Moses was faithful in all God’s house as a ser-
vant, testifying about those things that were to be
spoken later. 66 But Christ is faithful over God’s house
as a Son, whose house we are if we hold fast the confi-
dence and the rejoicing of our hope firm to the end.

A Rest for God’A Rest for God’s Peoples People
77 Therefore, as the Holy Spirit says:

“Today, if you hear His voice,
88 do not harden your hearts

as in the rebellion,
on the day of temptation in the wilderness,

99 where your fathers tested Me and tried Me
† Ps 22:22. †† Isa 12:2. ‡ Isa 8:18.

and saw My works for forty years.
1010 Therefore I was angry with that generation,
and said, ‘They always go astray in their heart,
and they have not known My ways.’

1111 So I swore in My wrath,
‘They shall not enter My rest.’” ‡†‡†

1212 Be attentive, brothers, lest there be in any of you
an evil, unbelieving heart, and you depart from the liv-
ing God. 1313 But exhort one another daily, while it is
called “Today,” lest any of you be hardened through
the deceitfulness of sin. 1414 For we have become partak-
ers of Christ if we hold the beginning of our confi-
dence firmly to the end, 1515 while it is said:
“Today, if you will hear His voice,
do not harden your hearts

as in the rebellion.” ‡‡‡‡
1616 For who were they who heard and rebelled? Was it

not all of those who came out of Egypt, led by Moses?
1717 And with whom was He grieved for forty years? Was
it not with those who had sinned, whose bodies fell in
the wilderness? 1818 And to whom did He swear that they
would not enter His rest, but to those who disobeyed?
1919 So we see that they could not enter because of un-
belief.

Therefore, since the promise of entering His rest
remains, let us fear lest any of you should seem

to come short of it. 22 For the gospel was preached to
us as well as to them. But the word preached did not
benefit them, because it was not mixed with faith in
those who heard it. 33 For we who have believed have
entered this rest, as He has said,
“As I have sworn in My wrath,
‘They shall not enter My rest.’” ‡‡†‡‡†

However, His works have been finished since the cre-
ation of the world. 44 For He spoke somewhere about
the seventh day like this: “And God rested on the sev-
enth day from all His works.” ‡‡‡‡‡‡55 And again in the pre-
sent passage He said, “They shall not enter My rest.” §§

66 Since therefore it remains for some to enter it, and
they to whom it was first preached did not enter due
to unbelief, 77 again He establishes a certain day, “To-
day,” saying through David, after so long a time, as it
has been said:
“Today, if you will hear His voice,
do not harden your hearts.” §†§†

88 For if Joshua had given them rest, He would not have
later spoken of another day. 99 Therefore a rest remains
for the people of God. 1010 For whoever enters His rest
will also cease from his own works, as God did from
His. 1111 Let us labor therefore to enter that rest, lest
anyone fall by the same pattern of unbelief.

1212 For the word of God is alive, and active, and sharp-
er than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the di-
vision of soul and spirit, of joints and marrow, and
able to judge the thoughts and intents of the heart.
1313 There is no creature that is not revealed in His sight,

‡† Ps 95:7–11. ‡‡ Ps 95:7–8. ‡‡† Ps 95:11. ‡‡‡ Ge 2:2.
§ Ps 95:11. §† Ps 95:7–8.
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for all things are bare and exposed to the eyes of Him
to whom we must give account.

Jesus the GrJesus the Great High Priesteat High Priest
1414 Since then we have a great High Priest who has

passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us
hold firmly to our confession. 1515 For we do not have a
High Priest who cannot sympathize with our weak-
nesses, but One who was in every sense tempted like
we are, yet without sin. 1616 Let us then come with confi-
dence to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mer-
cy and find grace to help in time of need.

For every high priest chosen from among men is
appointed to represent men in things pertaining

to God, that he may offer both gifts and sacrifices for
sins. 22 He is able to have compassion on the ignorant
and on those who are wayward, for he himself is also
subject to weakness. 33 Because of this he must offer
sacrifices for his own sins, just as he does for the peo-
ple.

44 No man takes this honor for himself, but he who is
called by God receives it, just as Aaron did. 55 So also
Christ did not glorify Himself to be made a High Priest,
but it was He who said to Him:
“You are My Son;
today I have become Your Father.” ††

66 As He also says in another place:
“You are a priest forever
in the order of Melchizedek.” ††††

77 In the days of His flesh, Jesus offered up prayers
and supplications with loud cries and tears to Him
who was able to save Him from death. He was heard
because of His godly fear. 88 Though He was a Son, He
learned obedience through the things that He suf-
fered, 99 and being made perfect, He became the
source of eternal salvation for all those who obey Him,
1010 being designated by God a High Priest according to
the order of Melchizedek.

WWarning Against Apostasyarning Against Apostasy
1111 Concerning this we have much to say that is hard

to explain, since you have become hard of hearing.
1212 For though by now you should be teachers, you
need someone to teach you again the first principles
of the oracles of God and have come to need milk
rather than solid food. 1313 Everyone who lives on milk is
unskilled in the word of righteousness, for he is a ba-
by. 1414 But solid food belongs to those who are mature,
for those who through practice have powers of dis-
cernment that are trained to distinguish good from
evil.

Therefore, leaving the elementary principles of
the doctrine of Christ, let us go on to maturity,

not laying again a foundation of repentance from
dead works and of faith toward God, 22 of instruction
about washings, the laying on of hands, the resurrec-

† Ps 2:7. †† Ps 110:4.

tion of the dead, and eternal judgment. 33 This we will
do if God permits.

44 For it is impossible for those who were once en-
lightened, who have tasted the heavenly gift, who
shared in the Holy Spirit, 55 and have tasted the good
word of God and the powers of the age to come, 66 if
they fall away, to be renewed once more to repen-
tance, since they again crucify to themselves the Son
of God and subject Him to public shame.

77 For land that drinks in the rain that often falls upon
it and bears a crop useful to those for whom it is culti-
vated receives a blessing from God. 88 But land that
bears thorns and thistles is rejected and near to being
cursed. Its destiny is to be burned.

99 But though we speak in this manner, we are per-
suaded of better things for you, things that accompa-
ny salvation, 1010 for God is not unjust so as to forget
your work and labor of love that you have shown for
His name, in that you have ministered to the saints
and continue ministering. 1111 We desire that every one
of you show the same diligence for the full assurance
of hope to the end, 1212 so that you may not be lazy, but
imitators of those who through faith and patience in-
herit the promises.

SurSure Pre Promise of Godomise of God
1313 For when God made a promise to Abraham, be-

cause He could vow by no one greater, He vowed by
Himself, 1414 saying, “Surely I will bless you, and surely I
will multiply you.” ‡‡1515 So after Abraham had patiently
endured, he obtained the promise.

1616 For men indeed swear by a greater authority than
themselves, and for them an oath of confirmation
ends all dispute. 1717 So God, wanting to show more
abundantly the immutability of His counsel to the
heirs of promise, confirmed it by an oath. 1818 So that by
two immutable things, in which it was impossible for
God to lie, we who have fled for refuge might have
strong encouragement to hold fast to the hope set be-
fore us. 1919 We have this hope as a sure and steadfast
anchor of the soul, which enters the Inner Place be-
hind the veil. 2020 This is where Jesus has entered for us
as a forerunner, since He has become the everlasting
High Priest in the order of Melchizedek.

The Priestly OrThe Priestly Order of Melchizedekder of Melchizedek

For this Melchizedek, king of Salem, priest of the
Most High God, met Abraham returning from the

slaughter of the kings and blessed him. 22 To him Abra-
ham also gave a tenth part of everything. In the first
place, his name is translated “king of righteousness,”
and then also he is king of Salem, which means “king
of peace.” 33 Without father, without mother, without
descent, having neither beginning of days nor end of
life, but made like the Son of God, he continually re-
mains a priest.

‡ Ge 22:17.

HEBREWS 4:14 868 HEBREWS 7:3



88

44 Now consider how great this man was, to whom
even the patriarch Abraham gave a tenth of the spoils.
55 Surely the sons of Levi, who receive the office of the
priesthood, have a command to take tithes of the peo-
ple according to the law, that is, from their brothers,
though they also come from the seed of Abraham.
66 But this man, whose descent is not numbered
among them, received tithes from Abraham and
blessed him who had the promises. 77 Without ques-
tion, the inferior is blessed by the superior. 88 In the
one case mortal men receive tithes, but in the other
he of whom it is witnessed that he is alive receives
them. 99 One might say that Levi also, who receives
tithes, paid tithes through Abraham, 1010 for he was still
in the loins of his father when Melchizedek met Abra-
ham.

1111 If perfection were attained through the Levitical
priesthood (for through it the people received the
law), what further need was there that another priest
should rise in the order of Melchizedek, rather than
established in the order of Aaron? 1212 For a change in
the priesthood necessitates a change in the law. 1313 For
the One concerning whom these things are spoken
pertains to another tribe, from which no man served
at the altar. 1414 For it is evident that our Lord descended
from Judah, a tribe concerning which Moses said noth-
ing about priests. 1515 This is far more evident when an-
other priest arises in the likeness of Melchizedek,
1616 who becomes a priest not by a law pertaining to an-
cestry, but by the power of an endless life. 1717 For He
testifies:
“You are a priest forever,
in the order of Melchizedek.” ††

1818 For there is then an annulling of the previous com-
mandment due to its weakness and uselessness. 1919 For
the law made nothing perfect, but now a better hope
is introduced, by which we draw near to God.

2020 And He was not made a priest without an oath.
2121 (Other priests were made without an oath, but this
One with an oath by the One who said to Him:
“The Lord has sworn
and will not relent,

‘You are a priest forever, in the order of
Melchizedek.’” ††††)
2222 Through this oath Jesus became the guarantor of a
better covenant.

2323 And the former priests were numerous because
they were hindered from serving because of death.
2424 But He, because He lives forever, has an everlasting
priesthood. 2525 Therefore He is able to save to the utter-
most those who come to God through Him, because
He at all times lives to make intercession for them.

2626 For such a High Priest was fitting for us, for He is
holy, innocent, undefiled, separate from sinners, and
is higher than the heavens. 2727 Unlike those high
priests, He does not need to offer daily sacrifices—first
for His own sins and then for the people’s, for He did

† Ps 110:4. †† Nu 23:19; 1Sa 15:29; Ps 110:4.

this once for all when He offered up Himself. 2828 For the
law appoints men who are weak as high priests, but
the word of the oath, which came after the law, ap-
points a Son who is made perfect forever.

Jesus Our High PriestJesus Our High Priest

Now this is the main point of the things that we
are saying: We have such a High Priest, who is

seated at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty
in the heavens, 22 a minister in the sanctuary and the
true tabernacle, which the Lord, not man, set up.

33 For every high priest is appointed to offer gifts and
sacrifices. Therefore it is necessary that this priest also
have something to offer. 44 For if He were on earth, He
would not be a priest, since there are priests that offer
gifts according to the law. 55 They serve in a sanctuary
that is an example and shadow of the heavenly one, as
Moses was instructed by God when he was about to
make the tabernacle, “See that you make all things ac-
cording to the pattern shown you on the mountain.”
‡‡66 But now He has obtained a more excellent ministry,
because He is the Mediator of a better covenant,
which was established on better promises.

77 For if that first covenant had been faultless, then no
occasion would have been sought for a second. 88 For
finding fault with them, God says:
“Surely the days are coming, says the Lord,
when I will make a new covenant

with the house of Israel
and with the house of Judah,

99 not according to the covenant
that I made with their fathers

in the day when I took them by the hand
to lead them out of the land of Egypt;

because they did not continue in My covenant,
and I rejected them, says the Lord.

1010 This is the covenant that I will make with the house
of Israel

after those days, says the Lord:
I will put My laws into their minds
and write them on their hearts;

and I will be their God,
and they shall be My people.

1111 No longer shall every man teach his neighbor,
and every man his brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord,’

for all shall know Me,
from the least of them to the greatest. ‡†‡†

1212 For I will be merciful toward their unrighteousness,
and their sins and their lawless deeds I will remem-

ber no more.” ‡‡‡‡
1313 In speaking of a new covenant He has made the

first one old. Now that which is decaying and growing
old is ready to vanish away.

‡ Ex 25:40. ‡† Isa 54:13. ‡‡ Isa 43:25; Jer 31:31–34; 50:20;
Mic 7:18–19.
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The Earthly and Heavenly SanctuariesThe Earthly and Heavenly Sanctuaries

Then indeed, the first covenant had ordinances
for divine services and an earthly sanctuary. 22 A

tabernacle was made. In the first part of the taberna-
cle, called the Holy Place, were the candlestick, the
table, and the showbread. 33 Behind the second veil
was the second part of the tabernacle called the Most
Holy Place, 44 which contained the golden censer and
the ark of the covenant overlaid with gold, containing
the golden pot holding the manna, Aaron’s rod that
budded, and the tablets of the covenant. 55 Above the
ark were the cherubim of glory overshadowing the
mercy seat. Concerning these things we cannot now
speak in detail.

66 Now when these things were thus ordained, the
priests would regularly go into the first part, conduct-
ing the services of God. 77 But only the high priest went
into the second part once a year, not without blood,
which he offered for himself and for the sins of the
people, committed in ignorance. 88 The Holy Spirit was
signifying through this that the way into the Most Holy
Place was not yet revealed, because the first part of
the tabernacle was still standing. 99 This is an illustra-
tion for the present time, showing that the gifts and
sacrifices offered could not perfect the conscience of
those who worshipped, 1010 since they are concerned on-
ly with foods and drinks, ceremonial cleansings, and
fleshly ordinances imposed until the time of reforma-
tion.

1111 But Christ, when He came as a High Priest of the
good things to come, by a greater and more perfect
tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, not of
this creation, 1212 neither by the blood of goats and
calves, but by His own blood, He entered the Most
Holy Place once for all, having obtained eternal re-
demption. 1313 For if the blood of bulls and goats, and
the ashes of a heifer, sprinkling the unclean, sanctifies
so that the flesh is purified, 1414 how much more shall
the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit of-
fered Himself without blemish to God, cleanse your
conscience from dead works to serve the living God?

1515 For this reason He is the Mediator of a new
covenant, since a death has occurred for the redemp-
tion of the sins that were committed under the first
covenant, so that those who are called might receive
the promise of eternal inheritance.

1616 For where there is a will, there must also of neces-
sity be the death of the testator. 1717 For a will has force
after men are dead, since it has no force at all while
the testator lives. 1818 So not even the first covenant was
inaugurated without blood. 1919 For when Moses had
taught every precept to all the people according to the
law, he took the blood of calves and goats, with water,
scarlet wool, and hyssop, and sprinkled both the book
and all the people, 2020 saying, “This is the blood of the
covenant that God has commanded you to keep.”
††2121 Likewise he sprinkled both the tabernacle and all

the vessels of worship with blood. 2222 And according to
the law almost everything must be cleansed with
blood; without the shedding of blood there is no for-
giveness.

ChristChrist’’s Sacrifice Ts Sacrifice Takes Away Sinakes Away Sin
2323 It was therefore necessary that the replicas of

heavenly things be cleansed with these sacrifices, but
that the heavenly things themselves be cleansed with
better sacrifices than these. 2424 For Christ did not enter
holy places made with hands, which are patterned af-
ter the true one, but into heaven itself, now to appear
in the presence of God for us. 2525 Nor did He enter to
offer Himself often, as the high priest enters the Most
Holy Place every year with blood that is not his own.
2626 For then He would have had to suffer repeatedly
since the world was created, but now He has appeared
once at the end of the ages to put away sin by sacrific-
ing Himself. 2727 As it is appointed for men to die once,
but after this comes the judgment, 2828 so Christ was of-
fered once to bear the sins of many, and He will ap-
pear a second time, not to bear sin but to save those
who eagerly wait for Him.

For the law is a shadow of the good things to
come, and not the very image of those things. It

could never by the same sacrifices, which they offer
continually year after year, perfect those who draw
near. 22 Otherwise, would they not have ceased to be
offered, since the worshippers, once purified, would
no longer be conscious of sins? 33 But in those sacri-
fices there is an annual reminder of sins. 44 For it is not
possible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away
sins.

55 Therefore, when He came into the world, He said:
“Sacrifices and offerings You did not desire,
but a body You have prepared for Me.

66 In burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin
You have had no pleasure.

77 Then I said, ‘See, I have come to do Your will, O
God,’ as it is written of Me

in the volume of the book.” ††††
88 Previously when He said, “You did not desire sacri-
fices and offerings. You have had no pleasure in burnt
offerings and sacrifices for sin,” ‡‡ which are offered in
accordance with the law, 99 then He said, “See, I have
come to do Your will, O God.” ‡†‡† He takes away the first
that He may establish the second. 1010 By this will we
have been sanctified through the offering of the body
of Jesus Christ once for all.

1111 But every priest stands daily ministering and
repetitively offering the same sacrifices, which can
never take away sins. 1212 But this Man, after He had of-
fered one sacrifice for sins forever, sat down at the
right hand of God. 1313 Since that time He has been wait-
ing for His enemies to be made His footstool. 1414 For by
one offering He has forever perfected those who are
sanctified.

† Ex 24:8. †† Ps 40:6–8. ‡ Ps 40:6. ‡† Ps 40:8.
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1515 The Holy Spirit also witnesses to us about this. For
after saying,

1616 “This is the covenant that I will make with them
after those days, says the Lord:

I will put My laws into their hearts,
and in their minds I will write them,” ††

1717 then He adds,
“Their sins and lawless deeds
will I remember no more.” ††††

1818 Now where there is forgiveness of these, there is no
longer an offering for sin.

Exhortation and WExhortation and Warningarning
1919 Therefore, brothers, we have confidence to enter

the Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus, 2020 by a new
and living way that He has opened for us through the
veil, that is to say, His flesh, 2121 and since we have a
High Priest over the house of God, 2222 let us draw near
with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our
hearts sprinkled to cleanse them from an evil con-
science, and our bodies washed with pure water. 2323 Let
us firmly hold the profession of our faith without wa-
vering, for He who promised is faithful. 2424 And let us
consider how to spur one another to love and to good
works. 2525 Let us not forsake the assembling of our-
selves together, as is the manner of some, but let us
exhort one another, especially as you see the Day ap-
proaching.

2626 For if we willfully continue to sin after we have re-
ceived the knowledge of the truth, there no longer re-
mains a sacrifice for sins, 2727 but a fearful expectation of
judgment and fiery indignation, which will devour the
adversaries. 2828 Anyone who despised Moses’ law died
without mercy in the presence of two or three witness-
es. 2929 How much more severe a punishment do you
suppose he deserves, who has trampled under foot
the Son of God, and has regarded the blood of the
covenant that sanctified him to be a common thing,
and has insulted the Spirit of grace? 3030 For we know
Him who said, “Vengeance is Mine,” says the Lord, “I
will repay.” ‡‡ And again He says, “The Lord will judge
His people.” ‡†‡†3131 It is a fearful thing to fall into the
hands of the living God.

3232 Remember the former days, after you were en-
lightened, in which you endured a great struggle of af-
flictions. 3333 In part you were made a spectacle both by
reproaches and afflictions. And in part you became
companions of those who were so abused. 3434 For you
had compassion on me in my chains and joyfully en-
dured the confiscation of your property, knowing that
you have in heaven a better and an enduring posses-
sion for yourselves.

3535 Therefore do not throw away your confidence,
which will be greatly rewarded.

3636 For you need patience, so that after you have done
the will of God, you will receive the promise. 3737 For,
“In yet a little while,

† Jer 31:33. †† Jer 31:34. ‡ Dt 32:35. ‡† Dt 32:36.

He who is to come will come, and will not wait.
3838 Now the just shall live by faith;
but if anyone draws back,
My soul shall have no pleasure in him.” ‡‡‡‡

3939 But we are not of those who draw back to destruc-
tion, but of those who have faith to the saving of the
soul.

FaithFaith

Now faith is the substance of things hoped for,
the evidence of things not seen. 22 For by it the

men of old obtained a good report.
33 By faith we understand that the universe was

framed by the word of God, so that things that are
seen were not made out of things which are visible.

44 By faith Abel offered to God a more excellent sacri-
fice than Cain offered. Through this he was approved
as righteous, with God testifying concerning his gifts.
He still speaks through his faith, though he is dead.

55 By faith Enoch was taken to heaven so that he
would not see death. He was not found, because God
took him away. For before he was taken, he had this
commendation, that he pleased God. 66 And without
faith it is impossible to please God, for he who comes
to God must believe that He exists and that He is a re-
warder of those who diligently seek Him.

77 By faith Noah, being divinely warned about things
not yet seen, moved with godly fear, prepared an ark
to save his family, by which he condemned the world
and became an heir of the righteousness that comes
by faith.

88 By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go
out into a place which he would later receive as an in-
heritance. He went out not knowing where he was go-
ing. 99 By faith he dwelt in the promised land, as in a
foreign land, dwelling in tents with Isaac and Jacob,
the heirs of the same promise, 1010 for he was looking
for a city which has foundations, whose builder and
maker is God.

1111 By faith Sarah herself also received the ability to
conceive seed, and she bore a child when she was past
the age, because she judged Him faithful who had
promised. 1212 Therefore from one man, who was as
good as dead, sprang so many, a multitude as the
stars of the sky and innumerable as the sand by the
seashore.

1313 These all died in faith not having received the
promises, but having seen them from afar were as-
sured of them, embraced them, and confessed that
they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth.
1414 Those who say such things declare plainly that they
are looking for a homeland. 1515 And certainly, if they
had been thinking of the country out of which they
came, they might have had the opportunity to return.
1616 But they desired a better country, that is, a heavenly
one. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their
God, for He has prepared a city for them.

‡‡ Hab 2:3–4.
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1717 By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up
Isaac, and he who had received the promises offered
up his only begotten son. 1818 Of him God said, “Through
Isaac shall your seed be named.” ††1919 He reasoned that
God was able to raise him up, even from the dead,
from which he indeed received him in a figurative
sense.

2020 By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau concerning
things to come.

2121 By faith Jacob, when he was dying, blessed each of
the sons of Joseph and worshipped while leaning on
the top of his staff.

2222 By faith Joseph, when he was dying, mentioned
the exodus of the children of Israel and gave instruc-
tions concerning his bones.

2323 By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden by
his parents for three months, because they saw he
was a beautiful child, and they were not afraid of the
king’s command.

2424 By faith Moses, when he became of age, refused to
be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter, 2525 choosing
rather to suffer affliction with the people of God than
to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a time. 2626 He esteemed
the reproach of Christ as greater riches than the trea-
sures in Egypt, for he looked to the reward. 2727 By faith
he forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king. He
endured by looking to Him who is invisible. 2828 By faith
he kept the Passover and the sprinkling of blood, lest
the one who destroys the firstborn touch them.

2929 By faith they passed through the Red Sea as on dry
land, which the Egyptians attempted to do, but were
drowned.

3030 By faith the walls of Jericho fell down after they
were encircled for seven days.

3131 By faith the prostitute Rahab, when she received
the spies with peace, did not perish with those who
did not believe.

3232 And what more shall I say? For time would fail me
to tell of Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, of David
and Samuel and the prophets, 3333 who through faith
subdued kingdoms, administered justice, obtained
promises, stopped the mouths of lions, 3434 quenched
the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword,
out of weakness were made strong, became valiant in
fighting, and turned the armies of foreign enemies to
flight. 3535 Women received their dead raised to life
again. Others were tortured and did not accept deliv-
erance, so that they might obtain a better resurrec-
tion. 3636 Still others had trials of mocking and scourg-
ing, and even chains and imprisonment. 3737 They were
stoned, they were sawn in two, were tempted, were
slain with the sword. They wandered around in sheep-
skins and goatskins, while destitute, afflicted, and tor-
mented. 3838 The world was not worthy of them. They
wandered in deserts and mountains, in dens and
caves of the earth.

† Ge 21:12.

3939 These all have obtained a good report through
faith, but they did not receive the promise. 4040 For God
provided something better for us, so that with us they
would be made perfect.

The Discipline of the LorThe Discipline of the Lordd

Therefore, since we are encompassed with such
a great cloud of witnesses, let us also lay aside

every weight and the sin that so easily entangles us,
and let us run with endurance the race that is set be-
fore us. 22 Let us look to Jesus, the author and finisher
of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him
endured the cross, despising the shame, and is seated
at the right hand of the throne of God. 33 For consider
Him who endured such hostility from sinners against
Himself, lest you become weary and your hearts give
up.

44 You have not yet resisted to bloodshed while striv-
ing against sin. 55 And you have forgotten the exhorta-
tion addressed to you as sons:
“My son, do not despise the discipline from the Lord,
nor grow weary when you are rebuked by Him;

66 for whom the Lord loves He disciplines,
and scourges every son whom He receives.” ††††

77 Endure discipline; God is dealing with you as with
sons. For what son is there whom a father does not
discipline? 88 If you are without discipline, of which
everyone has partaken, then you are illegitimate chil-
dren and not sons. 99 Furthermore, we have had hu-
man fathers, and they corrected us, and we gave them
reverence. Shall we not much more be subject to the
Father of spirits and live? 1010 For they indeed disciplined
us for a short time according to their own judgment,
but He does so for our profit, that we may partake of
His holiness. 1111 Now no discipline seems to be joyful at
the time, but grievous. Yet afterward it yields the
peaceful fruit of righteousness in those who have
been trained by it.

1212 Therefore lift up your tired hands, and strengthen
your weak knees. 1313 Make straight paths for your feet,
lest that which is lame go out of joint, but rather be
healed.

WWarning Against Rejecting God’arning Against Rejecting God’s Grs Graceace
1414 Pursue peace with all men, and the holiness with-

out which no one will see the Lord, 1515 watching dili-
gently so that no one falls short of the grace of God,
lest any root of bitterness spring up to cause trouble,
and many become defiled by it, 1616 lest there be any
sexually immoral or profane person, as Esau, who for
one morsel of food sold his birthright. 1717 For you know
that afterward, when he wanted to inherit the bless-
ing, he was rejected. For he found no place for repen-
tance, though he sought it diligently with tears.

1818 You have not come to a mountain that can be
touched and that burned with fire, and to blackness

†† Pr 3:11–12.
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and darkness and storm, 1919 and to the sound of a
trumpet and to a voice speaking words, such that
those who heard them begged that the word not be
spoken to them anymore. 2020 For they could not endure
that which was commanded: “If so much as a beast
touches the mountain, it must be stoned or thrust
through with a spear.” ††2121 So terrible was the sight that
Moses said, “I am terrified and trembling.” ††††

2222 But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city
of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to an in-
numerable company of angels; 2323 to the general as-
sembly and church of the firstborn, who are enrolled
in heaven; to God, the Judge of all; and to the spirits of
the righteous ones made perfect; 2424 and to Jesus, the
Mediator of a new covenant; and to the sprinkled
blood that speaks better than that of Abel.

2525 See that you do not refuse Him who is speaking.
For if they did not escape when they refused Him who
spoke on earth, much less shall we escape if we turn
away from Him who speaks from heaven. 2626 At that
time His voice shook the earth, but now He has given
us a promise, saying, “Yet once more I will shake not
only the earth but also heaven.” ‡‡2727 And this statement,
“Yet once more,” signifies the removal of those things
that can be shaken, things that are created, so that on-
ly those things that cannot be shaken will remain.

2828 Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that
cannot be moved, let us be gracious, by which we may
serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear.
2929 For our God is a consuming fire.

Service That Pleases GodService That Pleases God

Let brotherly love continue. 22 Do not forget to
entertain strangers, for thereby some have en-

tertained angels unknowingly. 33 Remember those who
are in chains, as if imprisoned with them, and those
who are ill treated, since you are also in the body.

44 Marriage is to be honored among everyone, and
the bed undefiled. But God will judge the sexually im-
moral and adulterers. 55 Let your lives be without love
of money, and be content with the things you have.
For He has said:
“I will never leave you,
nor forsake you.” ‡†‡†

66 So we may boldly say:
“The Lord is my helper; I will not fear.
What can man do to me?” ‡‡‡‡

† Ex 19:12–13. †† Dt 9:19. ‡ Hag 2:6. ‡† Dt 31:6, 8; Jos
1:5. ‡‡ Ps 118:6.

77 Remember those who rule over you, who have pro-
claimed to you the word of God. Follow their faith,
considering the results it has produced in their lives.
88 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, and today, and
forever.

99 Do not be carried away with diverse and strange
doctrines. It is a good thing that the heart be strength-
ened with grace, not with foods, which have not profit-
ed those who have been occupied with them. 1010 We
have an altar from which those who serve in the taber-
nacle have no right to eat.

1111 For the bodies of those beasts, whose blood is
brought into the sanctuary by the high priest on ac-
count of sin, are burned outside the camp. 1212 There-
fore Jesus also, so that He might sanctify the people
with His own blood, suffered outside the gate.
1313 Therefore let us go forth to Him outside the camp,
bearing the reproach that He bore. 1414 For here we have
no continuing city, but we seek one to come.

1515 Through Him, then, let us continually offer to God
the sacrifice of praise, which is the fruit of our lips, giv-
ing thanks to His name. 1616 But do not forget to do
good and to share. For with such sacrifices God is well
pleased.

1717 Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they
watch over your souls as those who must give an ac-
count. Let them do this with joy and not complaining,
for that would not be profitable to you.

1818 Pray for us. For we trust that we have a good con-
science and in all things are willing to live honestly.
1919 But I implore you to pray, that I may be restored to
you very soon.

Benediction and Final GrBenediction and Final Greetingseetings
2020 Now may the God of peace, who through the

blood of the eternal covenant brought again from the
dead our Lord Jesus, the Great Shepherd of the sheep,
2121 make you perfect in every good work to do His will,
working in you that which is pleasing in His sight,
through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory forever and
ever. Amen.

2222 I implore you, brothers, to heed this word of ex-
hortation, for I have written to you in few words.

2323 Know that our brother Timothy has been set free,
with whom I shall see you if he comes soon.

2424 Greet all those who rule over you and all the
saints. Those from Italy greet you.

2525 Grace be with you all. Amen.
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JAMESJAMES
The general epistle of James was written in Jerusalem in about AD 46–48. The author, James, is a half-brother of
Jesus Christ. The emphasis in James is what pure religion looks like for Jewish Christians of the Diaspora. James
has much practical (i.e., how to live) content, reflecting Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount in Matthew’s Gospel. Some
in church history have not always appreciated James because of its seemingly slight mention of Christ (1:1) and
its theological “challenge” to the doctrine of justification by faith alone. However, both are unwarranted be-
cause James echoes Jesus’ teachings at every turn and goes to great lengths to illustrate faith as living and ac-
tive, rather than as merely intellectual belief. James can be seen as the Proverbs of the New Testament due to
its practical and wise sayings. It is a very important letter, especially regarding such topics as prayer and heal-
ing, the rich and poor, and earthly wisdom and wisdom from above.

SalutationSalutation

James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus
Christ,

To the twelve tribes which are scattered abroad:
Greetings.

Faith and WisdomFaith and Wisdom
22 My brothers, count it all joy when you fall into di-

verse temptations, 33 knowing that the trying of your
faith develops patience. 44 But let patience perfect its
work, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking
nothing. 55 If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of
God, who gives to all men liberally and without criti-
cism, and it will be given to him. 66 But let him ask in
faith, without wavering. For he who wavers is like a
wave of the sea, driven and tossed with the wind. 77 Let
not that man think that he will receive anything from
the Lord. 88 A double-minded man is unstable in all his
ways.

PoPoverty and Richesverty and Riches
99 Let the brother of low degree rejoice in that he is

exalted, 1010 but the rich in that he is made low, because
as the flower of the grass he will pass away. 1111 For the
sun rises with a burning heat and it withers the grass,
and its flowers fall, and its beauty perishes. So will the
rich man wither away in his ways.

TTrial and Trial and Temptationemptation
1212 Blessed is the man who endures temptation, for

when he is tried, he will receive the crown of life,
which the Lord has promised to those who love Him.

1313 Let no man say when he is tempted, “I am tempted
by God,” for God cannot be tempted with evil; neither
does He tempt anyone. 1414 But each man is tempted
when he is drawn away by his own lust and enticed.

1515 Then, when lust has conceived, it brings forth sin;
and when sin is finished, it brings forth death.

1616 Do not err, my beloved brothers. 1717 Every good gift
and every perfect gift is from above and comes down
from the Father of lights, with whom is no change or
shadow of turning. 1818 Of His own will He brought us
forth with the word of truth, that we should be a kind
of first fruits of His creatures.

Hearing and Doing the WHearing and Doing the Worordd
1919 Therefore, my beloved brothers, let every man be

swift to hear, slow to speak, and slow to anger, 2020 for
the anger of man does not work the righteousness of
God. 2121 Therefore lay aside all filthiness and remaining
wickedness and receive with meekness the engrafted
word, which is able to save your souls.

2222 Be doers of the word and not hearers only, deceiv-
ing yourselves. 2323 For if anyone is a hearer of the word
and not a doer, he is like a man viewing his natural
face in a mirror. 2424 He views himself, and goes his way,
and immediately forgets what kind of man he was.
2525 But whoever looks into the perfect law of liberty,
and continues in it, and is not a forgetful hearer but a
doer of the work, this man will be blessed in his deeds.

2626 If anyone among you seems to be religious and
does not bridle his tongue, but deceives his own heart,
this man’s religion is vain. 2727 Religion that is pure and
undefiled before God, the Father, is this: to visit the fa-
therless and widows in their affliction and to keep
oneself unstained by the world.

WWarning Against Partialityarning Against Partiality

My brothers, have faith in our Lord Jesus Christ,
the Lord of glory, without partiality. 22 For if a man

with a gold ring, in fine clothing, comes into your as-
sembly, and also a poor man in ragged clothing comes
in, 33 and you have respect for him who wears the fine
clothing and say to him, “Sit here in a good place,” and
say to the poor, “Stand there,” or “Sit here under my

874 JAMES 2:3
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footstool,” 44 have you not then become partial among
yourselves and become judges with evil thoughts?

55 Listen, my beloved brothers. Has God not chosen
the poor of this world to be rich in faith and heirs of
the kingdom which He has promised to those who
love Him? 66 But you have despised the poor. Do not
rich men oppress you and drag you before the judg-
ment seats? 77 Do they not blaspheme that worthy
name by which you are called?

88 If you fulfill the royal law according to the Scripture,
“You shall love your neighbor as yourself,” †† you are
doing well. 99 But if you show partiality, you are com-
mitting sin and are convicted by the law as sinners.
1010 For whoever shall keep the whole law and yet offend
in one point is guilty of breaking the whole law. 1111 For
He who said, “Do not commit adultery,” †††† also said,
“Do not kill.” ‡‡ Now if you do not commit adultery, yet
you kill, you have become a lawbreaker.

1212 So speak and so do as those who will be judged by
the law of liberty. 1313 For he who has shown no mercy
will have judgment without mercy, for mercy triumphs
over judgment.

Faith and WFaith and Worksorks
1414 What does it profit, my brothers, if a man says he

has faith but has no works? Can faith save him? 1515 If a
brother or sister is naked and lacking daily food, 1616 and
one of you says to them, “Depart in peace, be warmed
and filled,” and yet you give them nothing that the
body needs, what does it profit? 1717 So faith by itself, if it
has no works, is dead.

1818 But a man may say, “You have faith and I have
works.”

Show me your faith without your works, and I will
show you my faith by my works. 1919 You believe that
there is one God; you do well. The demons also be-
lieve and tremble.

2020 But do you want to be shown, O foolish man, that
faith without works is dead? 2121 Was not Abraham our
father justified by works when he offered his son Isaac
on the altar? 2222 Do you see how faith worked with his
works, and by works faith was made perfect? 2323 The
Scripture was fulfilled which says, “Abraham believed
God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness,” ‡†‡†

and he was called the friend of God. 2424 You see then
how by works a man is justified, and not by faith only.

2525 Likewise, was not Rahab the prostitute justified by
works when she received the messengers and sent
them out another way? 2626 As the body without the spir-
it is dead, so faith without works is dead.

The TThe Tongueongue

My brothers, not many of you should become
teachers, knowing that we shall receive the

greater judgment. 22 We all err in many ways. But if any
† Lev 19:18. †† Ex 20:14; Dt 5:18. ‡ Ex 20:13; Dt 5:17. ‡†

Ge 15:6.

man does not err in word, he is a perfect man and
able also to control the whole body.

33 See how we put bits in the mouths of horses that
they may obey us, and we control their whole bodies.
44 And observe ships. Though they are so great and are
driven by fierce winds, yet they are directed with a
very small rudder wherever the captain pleases. 55 Even
so, the tongue is a little part of the body and boasts
great things. See how great a forest a little fire kindles.
66 The tongue is a fire, a world of evil. The tongue is
among the parts of the body, defiling the whole body,
and setting the course of nature on fire, and it is set
on fire by hell.

77 All kinds of beasts, and birds, and serpents, and
things in the sea are tamed or have been tamed by
mankind. 88 But no man can tame the tongue. It is an
unruly evil, full of deadly poison.

99 With it we bless the Lord and Father, and with it we
curse men, who are made in the image of God. 1010 Out
of the same mouth proceed blessing and cursing. My
brothers, these things ought not to be so. 1111 Does a
spring yield at the same opening sweet and bitter wa-
ter? 1212 Can the fig tree, my brothers, bear olives, or a
vine, figs? So no spring can yield both salt water and
fresh water.

The Wisdom FrThe Wisdom From Aboom Aboveve
1313 Who is wise and understanding among you? Let

him show his works by his good life in the meekness
of wisdom. 1414 But if you have bitter envying and strife
in your hearts, do not boast and do not lie against the
truth. 1515 This wisdom descends not from above, but is
earthly, unspiritual, and devilish. 1616 For where there is
envying and strife, there is confusion and every evil
work.

1717 But the wisdom that is from above is first pure,
then peaceable, gentle, open to reason, full of mercy
and good fruits, without partiality, and without
hypocrisy. 1818 And the fruit of righteousness is sown in
peace by those who make peace.

Friendship With the WFriendship With the Worldorld

Where do wars and fights among you come
from? Do they not come from your lusts that war

in your body? 22 You lust and do not have, so you kill.
You desire to have and cannot obtain. You fight and
war. Yet you do not have, because you do not ask.
33 You ask, and do not receive, because you ask amiss,
that you may spend it on your passions.

44 You adulterers and adulteresses, do you not know
that the friendship with the world is enmity with God?
Whoever therefore will be a friend of the world is the
enemy of God. 55 Do you think that the Scripture says in
vain, “He yearns jealously for the spirit that lives in us”
‡‡‡‡? 66 But He gives more grace. For this reason it says:
“God resists the proud,
‡‡ The source of this quotation is uncertain.
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but gives grace to the humble.” ††
77 Therefore submit yourselves to God. Resist the dev-

il, and he will flee from you. 88 Draw near to God, and
He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sin-
ners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded.
99 Grieve and mourn and weep. Let your laughter be
turned to mourning, and your joy to dejection. 1010 Hum-
ble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and He will lift
you up.

Judging a BrJudging a Brotherother
1111 Do not speak evil of one another, brothers. He who

speaks evil of his brother and judges his brother
speaks evil of the law and judges the law. If you judge
the law, you are not a doer of the law, but a judge.
1212 There is one Lawgiver who is able to save and to de-
stroy. Who are you to judge another?

WWarning Against Boastingarning Against Boasting
1313 Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we

will go into this city, spend a year there, buy and sell,
and make a profit,” 1414 whereas you do not know what
will happen tomorrow. What is your life? It is just a va-
por that appears for a little while and then vanishes
away. 1515 Instead you ought to say, “If the Lord wills, we
shall live and do this or that.” 1616 But now you are rejoic-
ing in your boastings. All such rejoicing is evil. 1717 There-
fore, to him who knows to do good and does not do it,
it is sin.

WWarning to the Richarning to the Rich

Come now, you rich men, weep and howl for your
miseries that shall come upon you. 22 Your riches

are corrupted and your garments are moth-eaten.
33 Your gold and silver are corroded, and their corro-
sion will be a witness against you and will eat your
flesh like fire. You have stored up treasures for the last
days. 44 Indeed the wages that you kept back by fraud
from the laborers who harvested your fields are cry-
ing, and the cries of those who harvested have en-
tered into the ears of the Lord of Hosts. 55 You have
lived in pleasure on the earth and have been wayward.

† Pr 3:34.

You have nourished your hearts as in a day of slaugh-
ter. 66 You have condemned and killed the righteous
man who does not resist you.

Patience and PrPatience and Prayerayer
77 Therefore be patient, brothers, until the coming of

the Lord. Notice how the farmer waits for the precious
fruit of the earth and is patient with it until he receives
the early and late rain. 88 You also be patient. Establish
your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is drawing
near. 99 Do not grumble against one another, brothers,
lest you be condemned. Look, the Judge is standing at
the door.

1010 My brothers, take the prophets, who spoke in the
name of the Lord, as an example of suffering and pa-
tience. 1111 Indeed we count them happy who endure.
You have heard of the patience of Job and have seen
the purpose of the Lord, that the Lord is very gracious
and merciful.

1212 But above all things, my brothers, do not swear, ei-
ther by heaven or by the earth or by any other oath.
But let your “Yes” be “Yes” and your “No” be “No,” that
you do not fall into condemnation.

1313 Is anyone among you suffering? Let him pray. Is
anyone merry? Let him sing psalms. 1414 Is anyone sick
among you? Let him call for the elders of the church,
and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in
the name of the Lord. 1515 And the prayer of faith will
save the sick, and the Lord will raise him up. And if he
has committed any sins, he will be forgiven. 1616 Confess
your faults to one another and pray for one another,
that you may be healed. The effective, fervent prayer
of a righteous man accomplishes much.

1717 Elijah was a man subject to natural passions as we
are, and he prayed earnestly that it might not rain,
and it did not rain on the earth for three years and six
months. 1818 And he prayed again, and the sky gave rain,
and the earth brought forth its fruit.

1919 Brothers, if any one of you strays from the truth
and someone corrects him, 2020 let him know that he
who converts the sinner from the error of his way will
save a soul from death and will cover a multitude of
sins.
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1 PETER1 PETER
The first general epistle of Peter the Apostle was written in Babylon, which is a moniker for Rome or Jerusalem,
by Peter between AD 62 and 63, during the reign of the Roman emperor Nero. Peter, also called Simon or
Cephas, was a native fisherman of Bethsaida. First Peter exhorts believers to endure all kinds of suffering,
which is a dominant theme of the epistle. Since Peter was the traditional source of information used by Mark in
his Gospel, it is recommended that one read First and Second Peter along with the Gospel of Mark for insight.

SalutationSalutation

Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ,
To the refugees scattered throughout Pontus,

Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, 22 elect accord-
ing to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through
sanctification by the Spirit, for obedience and sprin-
kling with the blood of Jesus Christ:

Grace to you and peace be multiplied.

A Living HopeA Living Hope
33 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus

Christ, who according to His abundant mercy has giv-
en us a new birth into a living hope through the resur-
rection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 44 to an incorrupt-
ible and undefiled inheritance that does not fade
away, kept in heaven for you, 55 who are protected by
the power of God through faith for a salvation ready
to be revealed in the last time. 66 In this you greatly re-
joice, even though now, if for a little while, you have
had to suffer various trials, 77 in order that the genuine-
ness of your faith, which is more precious than gold
that perishes, though it is tried by fire, may be found
to result in praise, glory, and honor at the revelation of
Jesus Christ, 88 whom, having not seen, you love; and in
whom, though you do not see Him now, you believe
and you rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory,
99 receiving as the result of your faith the salvation of
your souls.

1010 Concerning this salvation, the prophets who
prophesied of the grace that should come to yodu
have inquired and searched diligently, 1111 seeking the
events and time the Spirit of Christ, who was within
them, signified when He foretold the sufferings of
Christ and the glories to follow. 1212 It was revealed to
them that they were not serving themselves but you,
concerning the things which are now reported to you
by those who have preached the gospel to you
through the Holy Spirit, who was sent from heaven
—things into which the angels desire to look.

A Call to Holy LivingA Call to Holy Living
1313 Therefore guard your minds, be sober, and hope

to the end for the grace that is to be brought to you at
the revelation of Jesus Christ. 1414 As obedient children
do not conduct yourselves according to the former
lusts in your ignorance. 1515 But as He who has called
you is holy, so be holy in all your conduct, 1616 because it
is written, “Be holy, for I am holy.” ††

1717 And if you address as Father the One who impar-
tially judges according to each one’s work, conduct
yourselves in fear during the time of your sojourning.
1818 For you know that you were not redeemed from
your vain way of life inherited from your fathers with
perishable things, like silver or gold, 1919 but with the
precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish
and without spot. 2020 He was foreordained before the
creation of the world, but was revealed in these last
times for you. 2121 Through Him you believe in God who
raised Him up from the dead and gave Him glory, so
that your faith and hope might be in God.

2222 Since your souls have been purified by obedience
to the truth through the Spirit unto a genuine brother-
ly love, love one another deeply with a pure heart,
2323 for you have been born again, not from perishable
seed, but imperishable, through the word of God
which lives and abides forever. 2424 For
“All flesh is as grass,
and all the glory of man as the flower of grass.

The grass withers, and its flower falls away,
2525 but the word of the Lord endures forever.” ††††

This is the word that was preached to you.

The Living Stone and the Holy NationThe Living Stone and the Holy Nation

Therefore put away all wickedness, deceit,
hypocrisy, envy, and all evil speaking. 22 As new-

born babies, desire the pure milk of the word, that by
it you may grow, 33 if it is true that you have experi-
enced that the Lord is good.

44 Coming to Him as to a living stone who is rejected
by men, but chosen by God and precious, 55 you also,
as living stones, are being built up into a spiritual

† Lev 11:44; 19:2; 20:7. †† Isa 40:6–8.
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house as a holy priesthood to offer up spiritual sacri-
fices that are acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.
66 For also it is contained in the Scripture,
“Look! I lay in Zion
a chief cornerstone, elect, precious,

and he who believes in Him
shall never be put to shame.” ††

77 Therefore, to you who believe, He is precious. But to
those who are disobedient,
“The stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone,” ††††

88 and,
“A stone of stumbling,
and a rock of offense.” ‡‡

They stumble because they are disobedient to the
word, to which also they were appointed.

99 But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a
holy nation, a people for God’s own possession, so
that you may declare the goodness of Him who has
called you out of darkness into His marvelous light.
1010 In times past, you were not a people, but now you
are the people of God. You had not received mercy,
but now you have received mercy.

Live as Servants of GodLive as Servants of God
1111 Dearly beloved, I implore you as aliens and

refugees, abstain from fleshly lusts, which wage war
against the soul. 1212 Live your lives honorably among
the Gentiles, so that though they speak against you as
evildoers, they shall see your good works and thereby
glorify God in the day of visitation.

1313 Submit yourselves to every human authority for
the Lord’s sake, whether it be to the king, as supreme,
1414 or to governors, as sent by him for the punishment
of evildoers and to praise those who do right. 1515 For it
is the will of God that by doing right you may put to si-
lence the ignorance of foolish men. 1616 As free people,
do not use your liberty as a covering for evil, but live
as servants of God. 1717 Honor all people. Love the broth-
erhood. Fear God. Honor the king.

The Example of ChristThe Example of Christ’’s Sufferings Suffering
1818 Servants, be submissive to your masters with all

fear, not only to the good and gentle, but also to the
harsh. 1919 For this is commendable, if because of con-
science toward God a person endures grief, suffering
unjustly. 2020 For what credit is it if when you are being
beaten for your sins you patiently endure? But if when
doing good and suffering for it, you patiently endure,
this is favorable before God. 2121 For to this you were
called, because Christ suffered for us, leaving us an ex-
ample, that you should follow His steps:

2222 “He committed no sin,
nor was deceit found in His mouth.” ‡†‡†

2323 When He was reviled, He did not revile back; when
He suffered, He did not threaten, but He entrusted

† Isa 28:16. †† Ps 118:22. ‡ Isa 8:14. ‡† Isa 53:9.

Himself to Him who judges righteously. 2424 He Himself
bore our sins in His own body on the tree, that we, be-
ing dead to sins, should live unto righteousness. “By
His wounds you were healed.” ‡‡‡‡2525 For you were as
sheep going astray, but now have been returned to
the Shepherd and Guardian of your souls.

Wives and HusbandsWives and Husbands

Likewise you wives, be submissive to your own
husbands, so that if any do not obey the word,

they may be won without a word by the conduct of
their wives, 22 as they see the purity and reverence of
your lives. 33 Do not let your adorning be the outward
adorning of braiding the hair, wearing gold, or putting
on fine clothing. 44 But let it be the hidden nature of the
heart, that which is not corruptible, even the orna-
ment of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is very pre-
cious in the sight of God. 55 For in this manner, in the
old times, the holy women, who trusted in God,
adorned themselves, being submissive to their own
husbands, 66 even as Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling
him lord. You are her children as long as you do right
and are not afraid with any terror.

77 Likewise, you husbands, live considerately with
your wives, giving honor to the woman as the weaker
vessel, since they too are also heirs of the grace of life,
so that your prayers will not be hindered.

Suffering for Righteousness’ SakeSuffering for Righteousness’ Sake
88 Finally, be all of one mind, be loving toward one an-

other, be gracious, and be kind. 99 Do not repay evil for
evil, or curse for curse, but on the contrary, bless,
knowing that to this you are called, so that you may
receive a blessing. 1010 For
“He who would love life
and see good days,

let him keep his tongue from evil,
and his lips from speaking deceit.

1111 Let him turn away from evil and do good;
let him seek peace and pursue it.

1212 For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous,
and His ears are open to their prayers;

but the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.”
‡‡†‡‡†

1313 Who is he who will harm you if you follow that
which is good? 1414 But even if you suffer for the sake of
righteousness, you are blessed. “Do not be afraid of
their terror, do not be troubled.” ‡‡‡‡‡‡1515 But sanctify the
Lord God in your hearts. Always be ready to give an
answer to every man who asks you for a reason for
the hope that is in you, with gentleness and fear.
1616 Have a good conscience so that evildoers who speak
evil of you and falsely accuse your good conduct in
Christ may be ashamed. 1717 For it is better, if it is the will
of God, that you suffer for doing good than for doing
evil. 1818 For Christ also has once suffered for sins, the
‡‡ Isa 53:5. ‡‡† Ps 34:12–16. ‡‡‡ Isa 8:12.
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just for the unjust, so that He might bring us to God,
being put to death in the flesh, but made alive by the
Spirit, 1919 by whom He also went and preached to the
spirits in prison, 2020 who in times past were disobedient,
when God waited patiently in the days of Noah while
the ark was being prepared, in which a few, that is,
eight souls, were saved through water.

2121 Figuratively this is like baptism, which also saves
us now. It is not washing off the dirt from the body,
but a response to God from a good conscience
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 2222 who has
gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with
angels and authorities and powers being made sub-
ject to Him.

Good SteGood Stewarwards of God’ds of God’s Grs Graceace

Therefore, since Christ has suffered for us in the
flesh, arm yourselves likewise with the same

mind, for he who has suffered in the flesh has ceased
from sin, 22 so that he no longer should live the rest of
his time in the flesh serving human desires, but the
will of God. 33 For in earlier times of our lives it may
have sufficed us to do what the Gentiles like to do,
when we walked in immorality: lusts, drunkenness,
carousing, debauchery, and abominable idolatries.
44 They are surprised that you do not join them in the
same excess of wild living, and so they speak evil of
you. 55 They will give account to Him who is ready to
judge the living and the dead. 66 For this reason the
gospel was preached also to those who are dead, so
that even though they might be judged according to
men in the flesh, they might live according to God in
the spirit.

77 The end of all things is near. Therefore be solemn
and sober so you can pray. 88 Above all things, have un-
failing love for one another, because love covers a
multitude of sins. 99 Show hospitality to one another
without complaining. 1010 As everyone has received a
gift, even so serve one another with it, as good stew-
ards of the manifold grace of God. 1111 If anyone speaks,
let him speak as the oracles of God. If anyone serves,
let him serve with the strength that God supplies, so
that God in all things may be glorified through Jesus
Christ, to whom be praise and dominion forever and
ever. Amen.

Suffering as a ChristianSuffering as a Christian
1212 Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal

that is taking place among you to test you, as though
some strange thing happened to you. 1313 But rejoice in-
sofar as you share in Christ’s sufferings, so that you
may rejoice and be glad also in the revelation of His
glory. 1414 If you are reproached because of the name of
Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and
of God rests upon you. On their part He is blas-

phemed, but on your part He is glorified. 1515 Let none of
you suffer as a murderer, or a thief, or an evildoer, or
even as a busybody. 1616 Yet if anyone suffers as a Christ-
ian, let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify God
because of it. 1717 For the time has come for judgment to
begin at the house of God, and if it begins first with
us, what shall the end be for those who do not obey
the gospel of God? 1818 And
“If the righteous one is scarcely saved,
where shall the ungodly and the sinner appear?” ††

1919 So then, let those who suffer according to the will
of God entrust their souls to a faithful Creator, while
continuing to do good.

TTending the Flock of Godending the Flock of God

I exhort the elders who are among you, as one
who is also an elder and a witness of the suffer-

ings of Christ as well as a partaker of the glory that
shall be revealed: 22 Shepherd the flock of God that is
among you, take care of them, not by constraint, but
willingly, not for dishonest gain, but eagerly. 33 Do not
lord over those in your charge, but be examples to the
flock. 44 And when the chief Shepherd appears, you will
receive a crown of glory that will not fade away.

55 Likewise you younger ones, submit yourselves to
the elders. Yes, all of you be submissive one to anoth-
er and clothe yourselves with humility, because
“God resists the proud,
but gives grace to the humble.” ††††

66 Humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God,
that He may exalt you in due time. 77 Cast all your care
upon Him, because He cares for you.

88 Be sober and watchful, because your adversary the
devil walks around as a roaring lion, seeking whom he
may devour. 99 Resist him firmly in the faith, knowing
that the same afflictions are experienced by your
brotherhood throughout the world.

1010 But after you have suffered a little while, the God
of all grace, who has called us to His eternal glory
through Christ Jesus, will restore, support, strengthen,
and establish you. 1111 To Him be glory and dominion
forever and ever. Amen.

Final GrFinal Greetingseetings
1212 With the help of Silas, whom I consider to be a

faithful brother to you, I have written briefly, exhorting
you and testifying that this is the true grace of God in
which you stand.

1313 The church that is at Babylon, elect together with
you, greets you, and so does Mark, my son. 1414 Greet
one another with a kiss of love.

Peace be with all you who are in Christ Jesus. Amen.

† Pr 11:31. †† Pr 3:34.
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2 PETER2 PETER
The second general epistle of Peter the Apostle was written in Babylon, which is a moniker for Rome or
Jerusalem, by Peter between AD 64 and 67. Second Peter, like First Peter, was written to believers to exhort
them to endure suffering and to be faithful to Jesus Christ to the end. Second Peter, however, is a letter giving
many passages and allusions to the Old Testament. Enjoy this book as a continuation to Peter’s first epistle to
Jewish believers.

SalutationSalutation

Simon Peter, a servant and apostle of Jesus
Christ,

To those who have received a faith as precious as
ours through the righteousness of our God and Savior
Jesus Christ.

22 Grace and peace be multiplied to you through the
knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord.

The ChristianThe Christian’’s Call and Elections Call and Election
33 His divine power has given to us all things that per-

tain to life and godliness through the knowledge of
Him who has called us by His own glory and excel-
lence, 44 by which He has given to us exceedingly great
and precious promises, so that through these things
you might become partakers of the divine nature and
escape the corruption that is in the world through lust.

55 For this reason make every effort to add virtue to
your faith; and to your virtue, knowledge; 66 and to
your knowledge, self-control; and to your self-control,
patient endurance; and to your patient endurance,
godliness; 77 and to your godliness, brotherly kindness;
and to your brotherly kindness, love. 88 For if these
things reside in you and abound, they ensure that you
will neither be useless nor unfruitful in the knowledge
of our Lord Jesus Christ. 99 But the one who lacks these
things is blind and shortsighted because he has for-
gotten that he was cleansed from his former sins.

1010 Therefore, brothers, diligently make your calling
and election sure. For if you do these things, you will
never stumble. 1111 For in this way the entrance into the
eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
will be abundantly provided for you.

1212 Therefore I will not be negligent to always remind
you of these things, though you know them and are
established in the truth that is present with you. 1313 I
consider it right, as long as I live in this body, to stir
you up by reminding you, 1414 knowing that soon I will
take off this body, even as our Lord Jesus Christ has
shown me. 1515 And I will also be diligent to make sure
that after my death you will always remember these
things.

ChristChrist’’s Glory and the Prs Glory and the Prophetic Wophetic Worordd
1616 For we have not followed cleverly devised myths

when we made known to you the power and coming
of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of
His majesty. 1717 For He received honor and glory from
God the Father when a voice came to Him from the
majestic glory, saying, “This is My beloved Son, in
whom I am well pleased.” ††1818 And we ourselves heard
this voice, which came from heaven, when we were
with Him on the holy mountain.

1919 And we have a more reliable word of prophecy,
which you would do well to follow, as to a light that
shines in a dark place, until the day dawns and the
morning star arises in your hearts. 2020 But know this
first of all, that no prophecy of the Scripture is a mat-
ter of one’s own interpretation. 2121 For no prophecy at
any time was produced by the will of man, but holy
men moved by the Holy Spirit spoke from God.

False PrFalse Prophets and Tophets and Teacherseachers
Jude 4–13

But there were also false prophets among the
people, just as there will be false teachers among

you, who will secretly bring in destructive heresies,
even denying the Lord who bought them, bringing
swift destruction upon themselves. 22 And many will fol-
low their destructive ways, because of whom the way
of truth will be blasphemed. 33 And in their greed they
will exploit you with deceptive words. Their judgment,
made long ago, does not linger, and their destruction
does not slumber.

44 For if God did not spare the angels that sinned, but
cast them down to hell and delivered them into chains
of darkness to be kept for judgment; 55 and if He did
not spare the ancient world, but saved Noah, a
preacher of righteousness, with seven others, when
He brought a flood upon the world of the ungodly;
66 and if He condemned the cities of Sodom and Go-
morrah to destruction by reducing them to ashes,
making them an example to those afterward who
would live ungodly lives; 77 and if He delivered right-

† Mt 17:5; Mk 9:7; Lk 9:35.
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eous Lot, who was distressed by the filthy conduct of
the wicked 88 (for that righteous man lived among
them, and what he saw and heard of their lawless
deeds tormented his righteous soul day after day);
99 then the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from
trial, and to keep the unrighteous under punishment
for the Day of Judgment, 1010 especially those who walk
after the flesh in pursuit of unclean desires, and de-
spise authority.

They are presumptuous and arrogant, and are not
afraid to slander the angelic beings. 1111 Whereas an-
gels, who are greater in power and might, do not
bring slanderous accusations against them before the
Lord. 1212 But these people are like irrational animals,
born to be captured and destroyed. They speak evil of
the things that they do not understand, and in their
corruption they will be destroyed.

1313 They shall receive the wages of unrighteousness.
They count it a pleasure to carouse in the daytime.
They are blots and blemishes who revel in their own
deception while they carouse together with you.
1414 They have eyes full of adultery that cannot cease
from sin. They entice unstable souls. Their hearts are
trained in greed. They are cursed children! 1515 They
have forsaken the right way and have gone astray.
They follow the way of Balaam the son of Beor, who
loved the wages of wickedness, 1616 but who was re-
buked for his iniquity. The mute donkey speaking with
a man’s voice constrained the madness of the prophet.

1717 These men are wells without water and clouds that
are carried by a storm, for whom the gloom of dark-
ness has been reserved forever. 1818 For when they
speak arrogant words of vanity, they entice by the
lusts of the flesh and by depravity those who barely
escaped from those who live in error. 1919 Although they
promise them freedom, they themselves are slaves of
corruption, for by that which a man is overcome, to
this he is enslaved. 2020 For if after they have escaped the
defilements of the world through the knowledge of
the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, and they are again
entangled in them and are overcome, the latter end is
worse for them than the beginning. 2121 For it would
have been better for them not to have known the way
of righteousness than to have known it and then turn
back from the holy commandment that was delivered
to them. 2222 But it has happened to them according to
the true proverb, “The dog returns to his own vomit,” ††

and “the sow that was washed to her wallowing in the
mud.”

The PrThe Promise of the Loromise of the Lord’d’s Comings Coming

This is now, beloved, the second epistle I am writ-
ing to you, in which I am stirring up your sincere

† Pr 26:11.

minds by way of reminder, 22 that you should remem-
ber the words that were spoken previously by the holy
prophets and the commandment of our Lord and Sav-
ior spoken through us, the apostles.

33 Know this first, that there shall come scoffers in the
last days who walk after their own lusts, 44 and say,
“Where is the promise of His coming? For since the fa-
thers fell asleep, all things have continued as they
were since the beginning of the creation.” 55 For they
willingly ignore that, by the word of God the heavens
existed long ago, and the earth was formed standing
out of the water and in the water, 66 by which the world
that then existed was flooded with water and per-
ished. 77 But by the same word, the heavens and the
earth that now exist are being reserved for fire, kept
for the Day of Judgment and destruction of the ungod-
ly.

88 But, beloved, do not be ignorant of this one thing,
that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and
a thousand years as one day. 99 The Lord is not slow
concerning His promise, as some count slowness. But
He is patient with us, because He does not want any to
perish, but all to come to repentance.

1010 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the
night, in which the heavens will pass away with a loud
noise, and the elements will be destroyed with intense
heat. The earth also and the works that are in it will be
burned up.

1111 Seeing then that all these things are to be de-
stroyed, what sort of people ought you to be in holy
conduct and godliness, 1212 while you are waiting for and
desiring the coming of the day of God, in which the
heavens will be destroyed by fire and the elements will
be consumed by intense heat? 1313 But, according to His
promise, we are waiting for new heavens and a new
earth, in which righteousness dwells.

1414 Therefore, beloved, since you are waiting for these
things, be diligent that you may be found by Him in
peace, spotless and blameless. 1515 Keep in mind that
the patience of our Lord means salvation, even as our
beloved brother Paul has also written to you according
to the wisdom given to him. 1616 As in all his letters, he
writes about these things, in which some things are
hard to understand, which the unlearned and unsta-
ble distort, as they also do the other Scriptures, to
their own destruction.

1717 You therefore, beloved, since you know these
things beforehand, beware lest you also fall from your
own firm footing, being led away by the deception of
the wicked. 1818 But grow in the grace and knowledge of
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be glory, both
now and forever. Amen.
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1 JOHN1 JOHN
The first general epistle of John was probably written from Ephesus in the AD 90s by John the beloved disciple.
It was probably sent to many churches in and near Ephesus. This epistle is a pastoral letter written by a very
mature and loving apostle to a church in danger of being led astray by false teachers. The keen insight into the
love of God and how the believer should live before others is both refreshing and profound. This epistle also in-
structs believers in Christian living and conduct as the beloved children of God.

The WThe Worord of Lifed of Life

That which was from the beginning, which we
have heard, which we have seen with our eyes,

which we have looked upon, and our hands have
touched, concerning the Word of life— 22 the life was
revealed, and we have seen it and testify to it, and an-
nounce to you the eternal life, which was with the Fa-
ther and was revealed to us — 33 we declare to you that
which we have seen and heard, that you also may
have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the
Father and with His Son Jesus Christ. 44 We are writing
these things to you so that our joy may be complete.

God Is LightGod Is Light
55 This then is the message which we have heard from

Him and declare to you: God is light, and in Him is no
darkness at all. 66 If we say that we have fellowship with
Him, yet walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice
the truth. 77 But if we walk in the light as He is in the
light, we have fellowship one with another, and the
blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin.

88 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves,
and the truth is not in us. 99 If we confess our sins, He is
faithful and just to forgive us our sins and cleanse us
from all unrighteousness. 1010 If we say that we have not
sinned, we make Him a liar and His word is not in us.

Christ Our AdvocateChrist Our Advocate

My little children, I am writing these things to
you, so that you do not sin. But if anyone does

sin, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ
the Righteous One. 22 He is the atoning sacrifice for our
sins, and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the
whole world.

33 By this we know that we know Him, if we keep His
commandments. 44 Whoever says, “I know Him,” and
does not keep His commandments is a liar, and the
truth is not in him. 55 But whoever keeps His word truly
has the love of God perfected in him. By this we know
we are in Him. 66 Whoever says he remains in Him
ought to walk as He walked.

The NeThe New Commandmentw Commandment
77 Brothers, I am writing no new commandment to

you, but an old commandment which you have had
from the beginning. The old commandment is the
word which you have heard from the beginning. 88 Yet
a new commandment I am writing to you, which holds
true in Him and in you, because the darkness is pass-
ing away, and the true light is already shining.

99 Whoever says he is in the light but hates his broth-
er is in darkness even until now. 1010 Whoever loves his
brother lives in the light, and in him there is no cause
for stumbling. 1111 But whoever hates his brother is in
darkness, and walks in darkness, and does not know
where he is going, because the darkness has blinded
his eyes.

1212 I am writing to you, little children,
because your sins are forgiven for His name’s sake.

1313 I am writing to you, fathers,
because you have known Him who is from the be-

ginning.
I am writing to you, young men,
because you have overcome the evil one.

I am writing to you, little children,
because you have known the Father.

1414 I have written to you, fathers,
because you have known Him who is from the be-

ginning.
I have written to you, young men,
because you are strong,
and the word of God lives in you,
and you have overcome the evil one.

1515 Do not love the world or the things in the world. If
anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in
him. 1616 For all that is in the world—the lust of the flesh,
the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—is not of the
Father, but is of the world. 1717 The world and its desires
are passing away, but the one who does the will of
God lives forever.

The AntichristThe Antichrist
1818 Little children, it is the last hour. As you have heard

that the antichrist will come, even now there are many
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antichrists. By this we know that it is the last hour.
1919 They went out from us, but they were not of us, for if
they had been of us, they would no doubt have re-
mained with us. But they went out, revealing that
none of them were of us.

2020 But you have an anointing from the Holy One, and
you know all things. 2121 I have written to you, not be-
cause you do not know the truth, but because you
know it, and because no lie is of the truth. 2222 Who is a
liar but the one who denies that Jesus is the Christ?
Whoever denies the Father and the Son is the an-
tichrist. 2323 No one who denies the Son has the Father;
the one who confesses the Son has the Father.

2424 Let that which you have heard from the beginning
remain in you. If that which you have heard from the
beginning remains in you, you also will remain in the
Son and in the Father. 2525 And this is the promise that
He has promised us—eternal life.

2626 I have written these things to you concerning
those who deceive you. 2727 But the anointing which you
have received from Him remains in you, and you do
not need anyone to teach you. For as the same anoint-
ing teaches you concerning all things, and is truth,
and is no lie, and just as it has taught you, remain in
Him.

ChildrChildren of Goden of God
2828 And now, little children, remain in Him, so that

when He appears, we may have confidence and not be
ashamed before Him when He comes.

2929 If you know that He is righteous, you know that
everyone who does righteousness is born of Him.

Consider how much love the Father has given to
us, that we should be called children of God.

Therefore the world does not know us, because it did
not know Him. 22 Beloved, now are we children of God,
and it has not yet been revealed what we shall be. But
we know that when He appears, we shall be like Him,
for we shall see Him as He is. 33 Everyone who has this
hope in Him purifies himself, just as He is pure.

44 Whoever practices sin breaks the law, for sin is law-
lessness. 55 You know that He was revealed to take
away our sins, and in Him there is no sin. 66 Whoever
remains in Him does not sin. Whoever sins has not
seen Him and does not know Him.

77 Little children, let no one deceive you. The one who
does righteousness is righteous, just as Christ is right-
eous. 88 Whoever practices sin is of the devil, for the
devil has been sinning from the beginning. For this
purpose the Son of God was revealed, that He might
destroy the works of the devil. 99 Whoever has been
born of God does not practice sin, for His seed re-
mains in him. And he cannot keep on sinning, because
he has been born of God. 1010 In this the children of God
and the children of the devil are revealed: Whoever
does not live in righteousness is not of God, nor is the
one who does not love his brother.

LoLove One Anotherve One Another
1111 For this is the message that you heard from the

beginning: We should love one another, 1212 not like
Cain, who was of the wicked one and murdered his
brother. And why did he murder him? Because his own
works were evil, and his brother’s works were right-
eous. 1313 Do not marvel, my brothers, if the world hates
you. 1414 We know that we have passed from death to
life, because we love the brothers. Whoever does not
love his brother remains in death. 1515 Whoever hates his
brother is a murderer, and you know that no murderer
has eternal life remaining in him.

1616 By this we know the love of God: that He laid down
His life for us, and we ought to lay down our lives for
the brothers. 1717 Whoever has the world’s goods and
sees his brother in need, but closes his heart of com-
passion from him, how can the love of God remain in
him? 1818 My little children, let us love not in word and
speech, but in action and truth.

Confidence BeforConfidence Before Gode God
1919 By this we know that we are of the truth, and shall

reassure our hearts before Him. 2020 For if our heart con-
demns us, God is greater than our heart and knows
everything.

2121 Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, then
we have confidence before God. 2222 And whatever we
ask, we will receive from Him, because we keep His
commandments and do the things that are pleasing in
His sight. 2323 And this is His commandment: that we
should believe on the name of His Son Jesus Christ
and love one another as He commanded us. 2424 Now
the one who keeps His commandments remains in
Him, and He in him. And by this we know that He re-
mains in us, through the Spirit whom He has given us.

TTest the Spiritsest the Spirits

Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the
spirits to see whether they are from God, because

many false prophets have gone out into the world.
22 This is how you know the Spirit of God: Every spirit
that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh
is from God, 33 and every spirit that does not confess
that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is not from God.
This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you have
heard is coming and is already in the world.

44 You are of God, little children, and have overcome
them, because He who is in you is greater than he
who is in the world. 55 They are of the world, and there-
fore they speak from the world, and the world listens
to them. 66 We are of God, and whoever knows God lis-
tens to us. Whoever is not of God does not listen to us.
This is how we know the spirit of truth and the spirit of
error.
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God Is LoGod Is Loveve
77 Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God,

and everyone who loves is born of God and knows
God. 88 Anyone who does not love does not know God,
for God is love. 99 In this way the love of God was re-
vealed to us, that God sent His only begotten Son into
the world, that we might live through Him. 1010 In this is
love: not that we loved God, but that He loved us and
sent His Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins.
1111 Beloved, if God so loved us, we must also love one
another. 1212 No one has seen God at any time. If we love
one another, God dwells in us, and His love is perfect-
ed in us.

1313 We know that we live in Him, and He in us, be-
cause He has given us His Spirit. 1414 And we have seen
and testify that the Father sent the Son to be the Sav-
ior of the world. 1515 Whoever confesses that Jesus is the
Son of God, God lives in him, and he in God. 1616 And we
have come to know and to believe the love that God
has for us.

God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and
God in him. 1717 In this way God’s love is perfected in us,
so that we may have boldness on the Day of Judg-
ment, because as He is, so are we in this world.
1818 There is no fear in love, but perfect love casts out
fear, because fear has to do with punishment. Whoev-
er fears is not perfect in love.

1919 We love Him because He first loved us. 2020 If anyone
says, “I love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar.
For whoever does not love his brother whom he has
seen, how can he love God whom he has not seen?
2121 We have this commandment from Him: Whoever
loves God must also love his brother.

OverOvercoming the Wcoming the Worldorld

Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is born
of God, and everyone who loves the Father loves

the one born of the Father. 22 By this we know that we
love the children of God: when we love God and keep
His commandments. 33 For this is the love of God, that
we keep His commandments. And His command-
ments are not burdensome, 44 for whoever is born of
God overcomes the world, and the victory that over-
comes the world is our faith. 55 Who is it that over-
comes the world, but the one who believes that Jesus
is the Son of God?

The Witness Concerning the SonThe Witness Concerning the Son
66 This is He who came by water and blood—Jesus

Christ. He did not come by water only, but by water
and blood. It is the Spirit who bears witness, because
the Spirit is the truth. 77 There are three who testify in
heaven: the Father, the Word, and the Holy Spirit, and
the three are one. 88 There are three that testify on
earth: the Spirit, the water, and the blood, and the
three are toward the one. ††99 If we receive the testimo-
ny of men, the testimony of God is greater; for this is
the testimony of God which He has given concerning
His Son. 1010 Whoever believes in the Son of God has this
witness in himself. Whoever does not believe God has
made Him out to be a liar, because he does not believe
the testimony that God gave about His Son. 1111 And this
is the testimony: that God has given us eternal life,
and this life is in His Son. 1212 Whoever has the Son has
life, and whoever does not have the Son of God does
not have life.

Purpose of WPurpose of Writingriting
1313 I have written these things to you who believe in

the name of the Son of God, that you may know that
you have eternal life, and that you may continue to be-
lieve in the name of the Son of God. 1414 This is the confi-
dence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything ac-
cording to His will, He hears us. 1515 So if we know that
He hears whatever we ask, we know that we have
whatever we asked of Him.

1616 If anyone sees his brother commit a sin which
does not lead to death, he shall ask, and He shall give
him life. This is for those whose sin does not lead to
death. There is a sin that leads to death. I do not say
that he should pray for it. 1717 All wrongdoing is sin, but
there is a sin that does not lead to death.

1818 We know that whoever is born of God does not
keep on sinning. But whoever has been born of God
guards himself, and the wicked one cannot touch him.
1919 We know that we are of God, and the whole world
lies in wickedness. 2020 And we know that the Son of God
has come and has given us understanding, so that we
may know Him who is true, and we are in Him who is
true —His Son Jesus Christ. He is the true God and
eternal life.

2121 Little children, keep yourselves from idols. Amen.
† The earliest Greek manuscripts lack a in heaven: the Father,

the Word, and the Holy Spirit, and the three are one. There are three
that testify on earth.
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2 JOHN2 JOHN
The second general epistle of John was probably written in Ephesus in the AD 90s by John the beloved disciple.
It is a very personal and wise exhortation that encourages believers to walk in the light and warns them about
deceivers and how they conduct their lives. It is not only an encouragement to exhibit (a Greek word for com-
mitted or volitional love), but it is also a sound exhortation to separate from worldliness and unholiness.

SalutationSalutation

The elder,
To the elect lady and her children, whom I love

in the truth, and not I only, but also all those who
know the truth, 22 for the sake of the truth, which re-
mains in us, and will be with us forever:

33 Grace, mercy, and peace will be with you from God
the Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of
the Father, in truth and love.

TTruth and Loruth and Loveve
44 I greatly rejoiced that I found some of your children

walking in truth as we were commanded by the Fa-
ther. 55 And now I ask you, lady, not as though I wrote a
new commandment to you, but that which we have
had from the beginning, that we love one another.
66 And this is love: that we walk according to His com-
mandments. This is the commandment, that as you
have heard from the beginning, you should walk in it.

77 For many deceivers, who do not confess that Jesus
Christ has come in the flesh, have gone out into the
world. Each one is a deceiver and an antichrist.
88 Watch yourselves, so that we do not lose those
things for which we have worked, but that we receive
a full reward. 99 Whoever transgresses and does not re-
main in the teaching of Christ does not have God.
Whoever remains in the teaching of Christ has both
the Father and the Son. 1010 If anyone comes to you and
does not bring this teaching, do not receive him into
your house, nor greet him. 1111 For whoever greets him
takes part in his evil deeds.

Final GrFinal Greetingseetings
1212 I have many things to write to you, but I prefer not

to write with paper and ink. Instead, I hope to come to
you and speak face to face that our joy may be com-
plete.

1313 The children of your elect sister greet you. Amen.
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3 JOHN3 JOHN
John the Beloved probably wrote the third general epistle of John in Ephesus in the AD 90s. It addresses the re-
ality of true and false ministers. Addressed to Gaius, a local church leader, it commends a disciple named
Demetrius while also warning against the tactics of Diotrephes. The Holy Spirit provides sound instruction and
sober exhortations for all believers in this epistle.

SalutationSalutation

The elder,
To the beloved Gaius, whom I love in the truth:

22 Beloved, I pray that all may go well with you and
that you may be in good health, even as your soul is
well. 33 For I greatly rejoiced when brothers came and
testified of the truth that is in you, just as you walk in
the truth. 44 I have no greater joy than to hear that my
children walk in truth.

WWorking Torking Togetherogether
55 Beloved, you are faithful in all you do for the broth-

ers and for strangers, 66 who have testified of your love
before the church. You will do well to send them along
on their journey in a manner worthy of God. 77 For His
name’s sake they went out, receiving no help from the
Gentiles. 88 Therefore we ought to receive such men,
that we might be fellow workers for the truth.

99 I wrote to the church, but Diotrephes, who loves to
put himself first among them, did not accept us. 1010 Be-
cause of this, if I come, I will bring up what kinds of
works he does: ranting against us with malicious
words. Not content with that, he does not accept the
brothers, and stops those who want to, and throws
them out of the church.

1111 Beloved, do not imitate that which is evil, but that
which is good. Whoever does good is from God, but
whoever does evil has not seen God. 1212 Demetrius re-
ceives good reports from everyone and from the truth
itself. Yes, and we also testify, and you know that our
testimony is true.

Final GrFinal Greetingseetings
1313 I had many things to write, but I would rather not

write to you with pen and ink. 1414 Instead, I hope to see
you soon, and we shall speak face to face.

Peace be to you. The friends greet you. Greet the
friends by name.
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JUDEJUDE
The general epistle of Jude was written by Jude, a half-brother of Jesus Christ, in the mid AD 60s. The place of
authorship is unknown. The purpose for this epistle is to exhort believers to stand firm for the faith. Jude is
filled with apocalyptic nuances and imagery. A reading of the Old Testament is a prerequisite before delving in-
to this lofty letter. There are some very encouraging exhortations as well as some sobering ones. Read this
epistle with reverence and a humble heart. Refer back to the Old Testament Scriptures that are enveloped with-
in its confines.

SalutationSalutation

Jude, a servant of Jesus Christ and a brother of
James,

To those who are sanctified and called by God the
Father and preserved in Jesus Christ:

22 May mercy, peace, and love be multiplied to you.

Judgment on False TJudgment on False Teacherseachers
2Pe 2:1–17

33 Beloved, while I diligently tried to write to you of
the salvation we have in common, I found it necessary
to write and appeal to you to contend for the faith
which was once delivered to the saints. 44 For there are
some men who secretly crept in, who were marked
long ago for this condemnation. They are ungodly
men, who pervert the grace of our God into immorali-
ty and deny the only Lord God and our Lord Jesus
Christ.

55 Now I want to remind you, though you already
know, that the Lord saved the people out of the land
of Egypt and afterward destroyed those who did not
believe. 66 Likewise, the angels who did not keep to
their first domain, but forsook their own dwelling, He
has kept in everlasting chains under darkness for the
judgment of the great day. 77 Just as Sodom and Go-
morrah, and the surrounding cities in like manner,
gave themselves to immorality and went after differ-
ent flesh, they serve as an example by suffering the
punishment of eternal fire.

88 Likewise, these ungodly dreamers defile the flesh,
reject authority, and slander celestial beings. 99 Yet
Michael the archangel, when contending with the devil
in a dispute about the body of Moses, did not dare to
pronounce upon him a railing judgment. But he said,
“The Lord rebuke you!” 1010 But these men slander those
things that they do not understand. But they destroy
themselves in those things that, like unreasoning ani-
mals, they know by instinct.

1111 Woe to them! For they have gone in the way of
Cain, have run greedily after the error of Balaam for a
reward, and perished in the rebellion of Korah.

1212 These are the ones who are stains on your love
feasts as they feast with you irreverently and care only
for themselves. They are clouds without water, carried
along by winds; autumn trees without fruit, twice
dead, uprooted; 1313 raging waves of the sea, which are
foaming up their own shame; wandering stars for
whom the gloom of darkness has been kept forever.

1414 Enoch, the seventh generation from Adam, also
prophesied of these men, saying, “Look! The Lord is
coming with ten thousand of His holy ones, 1515 to exe-
cute judgment on everyone, and to convict all who are
godless of all their wicked deeds that they have com-
mitted, and of all the terrible words that godless sin-
ners have spoken against Him.” 1616 These men are
grumblers, complainers, who walk after their own
lusts. Their mouths speak arrogant words, and they
flatter others to gain profit.

WWarnings and Exhortationsarnings and Exhortations
1717 But, beloved, remember the words that were previ-

ously spoken by the apostles of our Lord Jesus Christ.
1818 They said to you, “In the last days there will be
scoffers who will walk after their own ungodly de-
sires.” 1919 These are the men who cause divisions, sen-
sual, devoid of the Spirit.

2020 But you, beloved, build yourselves up in your most
holy faith. Pray in the Holy Spirit. 2121 Keep yourselves in
the love of God while you are waiting for the mercy of
our Lord Jesus Christ, which leads to eternal life.

2222 On some have compassion, using discernment.
2323 And others save with fear while pulling them out of
the fire, hating even the garment stained by the flesh.

BenedictionBenediction
2424 Now to Him who is able to keep you from falling

and to present you blameless before the presence of
His glory with rejoicing, 2525 to the only wise God our
Savior, be glory and majesty, dominion and power,
both now and forever. Amen.
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REVELAREVELATIONTION
The Revelation of Jesus Christ to John was written by John the beloved disciple on the Isle of Patmos, possibly
during the reign of either the Roman emperor Nero in AD 54–58 or Domitian in AD 81–96. Revelation, or as it is
also known, the Apocalypse, is the revelation that God gave to John to show to God’s servants the events that
must come to pass. These events were to take place from John’s day forward, including eternal events of the
new heavens and the new earth. These events may or may not be chronological, and there is considerable de-
bate regarding this. The Revelation has a mixture of genres: epistle, apocalyptic, and prophecy. The Revelation
has three main literary sections reflecting what John sees (1:19): the things that he has seen (the vision of
Christ in chapter 1); the things that he sees (the letters to the seven churches in chapters 2–3); and the things
that he will see (the heavenly vision of seals, including the trumpets and bowls, and the Millennium and the
new heavens and earth in chapters 4–22). However, even within this general outline, there is a lot of repetition
and “doubling back” over previous visions, making a precise timeline difficult. One must read the history of the
early church as well as the Patristics (commentaries by early Church Fathers) on this genre, as well as the genre
in Matthew 24, before jumping to conclusions about how the early church understood apocalyptic literature.
Revelation is said to have more Old Testament imagery than any book in the New Testament. One must read
the first-century context of the seven churches in Asia Minor, as well as the apocalyptic events given in
Matthew 24, Mark 13, and Luke 21 to understand better John’s wonderful vision.

IntrIntroduction and Salutationoduction and Salutation

The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave to
Him to show to His servants things which must

soon take place. He sent and signified it by His angel
to His servant John, 22 who bears record of the word of
God, and of the testimony of Jesus Christ, and of all
things that he saw. 33 Blessed is he who reads and
those who hear the words of this prophecy and keep
those things which are written in it, for the time is
near.

44 John,
To the seven churches which are in Asia:
Grace to you and peace from Him who is and who

was and who is to come and from the seven Spirits
who are before His throne, 55 and from Jesus Christ,
who is the faithful witness, the firstborn from the
dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth.

To Him who loved us and washed us from our sins in
His own blood, 66 and has made us kings and priests to
His God and Father, to Him be glory and dominion for-
ever and ever. Amen.

77 Look! He is coming with clouds,
and every eye will see Him,

even those who pierced Him.
And all the tribes of the earth will mourn because of

Him.
Even so, Amen.
88 “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and

the End,” says the Lord, “who is and who was and who
is to come, the Almighty.”

A Vision of ChristA Vision of Christ
99 I, John, both your brother and companion in the

tribulation and kingdom and patience of Jesus Christ,
was on the isle that is called Patmos on account of the
word of God and the testimony of Jesus Christ. 1010 I was
in the Spirit on the Lord’s Day, and I heard behind me
a great voice like a trumpet, 1111 saying, “I am the Alpha
and the Omega, the First and the Last,” and “What you
see, write in a book, and send it to the seven churches
which are in Asia: to Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum,
Thyatira, Sardis, Philadelphia, and Laodicea.”

1212 I turned to see the voice that spoke with me. And
when I turned, I saw seven golden candlesticks, 1313 and
in the midst of the seven candlesticks was one like a
Son of Man, clothed with a garment down to the feet
and with a golden sash wrapped around the chest.
1414 The hair on His head was white like wool, as white as
snow. His eyes were like a flame of fire. 1515 His feet were
like fine brass, as if refined in a furnace, and His voice
as the sound of many waters. 1616 He had in His right
hand seven stars, and out of His mouth went a sharp
two-edged sword. His appearance was like the sun
shining brightly.

1717 When I saw Him, I fell at His feet as though I were
dead. Then He laid His right hand on me, saying to
me, “Do not be afraid. I am the First and the Last. 1818 I
am He who lives, though I was dead. Look! I am alive
forevermore. Amen. And I have the keys of Hades and
of Death.

1919 “Write the things which you have seen, and the
things which are, and the things which will take place
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after this. 2020 The mystery of the seven stars which you
saw in My right hand, and the seven golden candle-
sticks: The seven stars are the angels of the seven
churches, and the seven candlesticks which you saw
are the seven churches.

The Message to EphesusThe Message to Ephesus

“To the angel of the church of Ephesus write:
“He who holds the seven stars in His right hand,

who walks in the midst of the seven golden candle-
sticks, says these things: 22 I know your works, your la-
bor and your patience, and that you cannot bear those
who are evil. And you have tested those who say they
are apostles, but are not, and have found them to be
liars. 33 You have endured, and have been patient, and
for My name’s sake have labored and have not grown
weary.

44 “But I have something against you, that you have
abandoned the love you had at first. 55 Remember
therefore from where you have fallen. Repent, and do
the works you did at first, or else I will come to you
quickly and remove your candlestick from its place,
unless you repent. 66 But this you have: You hate the
works of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate.

77 “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit
says to the churches. To him who overcomes I will give
permission to eat of the tree of life, which is in the
midst of the Paradise of God.

The Message to SmyrnaThe Message to Smyrna
88 “To the angel of the church in Smyrna write:
“The First and the Last, who was dead and came to

life, says these things: 99 I know your works and tribu-
lation and poverty (but you are rich). And I know the
blasphemy of those who say they are Jews and are not,
but are a synagogue of Satan. 1010 Do not fear any of
those things which you are about to suffer. Look, the
devil is about to throw some of you into prison, that
you may be tried, and you will have tribulation for ten
days. Be faithful unto death, and I will give you the
crown of life.

1111 “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit
says to the churches. He who overcomes shall not be
hurt by the second death.

The Message to PerThe Message to Pergamumgamum
1212 “To the angel of the church in Pergamum write:
“He who has the sharp two-edged sword says these

things: 1313 I know your works and where you live,
where Satan’s throne is. Yet you hold firmly to My
name, and did not deny My faith even in the days of
Antipas, My faithful martyr, who was killed among
you, where Satan dwells.

1414 “But I have a few things against you: You have
there those who hold the teaching of Balaam, who
taught Balak to cast a stumbling block before the chil-
dren of Israel, to eat things sacrificed to idols and to

commit sexual immorality. 1515 So you also have those
who hold the teaching of the Nicolaitans. 1616 Repent, or
else I will come to you quickly and will war against
them with the sword of My mouth.

1717 “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit
says to the churches. To him who overcomes I will give
the hidden manna to eat. And I will give him a white
stone, and on the stone a new name written, which no
one knows except he who receives it.

The Message to ThyatirThe Message to Thyatiraa
1818 “To the angel of the church in Thyatira write:
“The Son of God, who has eyes like a flame of fire,

and whose feet are like fine brass, says these things:
1919 I know your works, love, service, faith, and your pa-
tience, and that your last works are more than the
first.

2020 “But I have a few things against you: You permit
that woman Jezebel, who calls herself a prophetess, to
teach and seduce My servants to commit sexual im-
morality and eat food sacrificed to idols. 2121 I gave her
time to repent of her sexual immorality, but she did
not repent. 2222 Look! I will throw her onto a sickbed,
and those who commit adultery with her into great
tribulation, unless they repent of their deeds. 2323 I will
put her children to death, and all the churches shall
know that I am He who searches the hearts and
minds. I will give to each one of you according to your
deeds. 2424 “Now to you I say, and to the rest in Thyatira,
as many as do not have this teaching, who have not
known what some call the ‘depths of Satan,’ I will put
on you no other burden. 2525 But hold firmly what you
have until I come.

2626 “To him who overcomes and keeps My works to
the end, I will give authority over the nations —

2727 He ‘shall rule them with a rod of iron;
like the vessels of a potter they shall be broken in

pieces’ ††—
even as I myself have received authority from My Fa-
ther. 2828 And I will give him the morning star. 2929 He who
has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the
churches.

The Message to SarThe Message to Sardisdis

“To the angel of the church in Sardis write:
“He who has the seven Spirits of God and the

seven stars says these things: I know your works, that
you have a reputation of being alive, but you are dead.
22 Be watchful, and strengthen the things which re-
main but are ready to die, for I have not found your
works perfected before God. 33 Remember therefore
how you have received and heard; hold fast and re-
pent. Therefore if you will not watch, I will come upon
you as a thief, and you will not know what hour I will
come upon you.

† Ps 2:9.
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44 “You have a few names even in Sardis who have
not soiled their garments. They shall walk with Me in
white, for they are worthy. 55 He who overcomes shall
be clothed in white garments. I will not blot his name
out of the Book of Life, but I will confess his name be-
fore My Father and before His angels. 66 He who has an
ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.

The Message to PhiladelphiaThe Message to Philadelphia
77 “To the angel of the church in Philadelphia write:
“He who is holy, He who is true, He who has the key

of David, He who opens and no one shuts, and shuts
and no one opens, says these things: 88 I know your
works. Look! I have set before you an open door, and
no one can shut it. For you have a little strength, and
have kept My word, and have not denied My name. 99

Listen! I will make them of the synagogue of Satan,
who say they are Jews and are not, but lie. Listen! I will
make them come and worship before your feet and to
know that I have loved you. 1010 Because you have kept
My word of patience, I also will keep you from the
hour of temptation which shall come upon the entire
world, to test those who dwell on the earth.

1111 “Look, I am coming quickly. Hold firmly what you
have, so that no one may take your crown. 1212 He who
overcomes will I make a pillar in the temple of My God,
and he shall go out no more. I will write on him the
name of My God and the name of the city of My God,
the New Jerusalem, which comes down out of heaven
from My God, and My own new name. 1313 He who has
an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the church-
es.

The Message to LaodiceaThe Message to Laodicea
1414 “To the angel of the church of the Laodiceans

write:
“The Amen, the Faithful and True Witness, the Begin-

ning of the creation of God, says these things: 1515 I
know your works, that you are neither cold nor hot. I
wish you were cold or hot. 1616 So then, because you are
lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spit you out
of My mouth. 1717 For you say, ‘I am rich, and have
stored up goods, and have need of nothing,’ yet do
not realize that you are wretched, miserable, poor,
blind, and naked. 1818 I counsel you to buy from Me gold
refined by fire, that you may be rich, and white gar-
ments, that you may be dressed, that the shame of
your nakedness may not appear, and anoint your eyes
with eye salve, that you may see.

1919 “Those whom I love, I rebuke and discipline.
Therefore be zealous and repent. 2020 Listen! I stand at
the door and knock. If anyone hears My voice and
opens the door, I will come in and dine with him, and
he with Me.

2121 “To him who overcomes will I grant to sit with Me
on My throne, as I also overcame and sat down with

My Father on His throne. 2222 He who has an ear, let him
hear what the Spirit says to the churches.”

The Heavenly WThe Heavenly Worshiporship

After this I looked. And there was an open door
in heaven. The first voice I heard was like a trum-

pet speaking with me, saying, “Come up here, and I
will show you things which must take place after this.”
22 Immediately I was in the Spirit. And there was a
throne set in heaven with One sitting on the throne!
33 And He who sat there appeared like a jasper and a
sardius stone. There was a rainbow around the throne,
appearing like an emerald. 44 Twenty-four thrones were
around the throne. And I saw twenty-four elders sit-
ting on the thrones, clothed in white garments. They
had crowns of gold on their heads. 55 Lightnings and
thunderings and voices proceeded from the throne.
Seven lamps of fire were burning before the throne,
which are the seven Spirits of God. 66 Before the throne
was a sea of glass like crystal.

In the midst of the throne, and around the throne,
were four living creatures covered with eyes in front
and in back. 77 The first living creature was like a lion,
the second living creature like a calf, the third living
creature had a face like a man, and the fourth creature
was like a flying eagle. 88 The four living creatures had
six wings each, and they were covered with eyes all
around. All day and night, without ceasing, they were
saying:
“‘Holy, holy, holy,
Lord God Almighty,’ ††

who was, and is, and is to come.”
99 When the living creatures give glory and honor and
thanks to Him who sits on the throne, who lives forev-
er and ever, 1010 the twenty-four elders fall down before
Him who sits on the throne, and worship Him, who
lives forever and ever. Then they cast their crowns be-
fore the throne, saying,

1111 “You are worthy, O Lord,
to receive glory and honor and power;

for You have created all things,
and by Your will they exist
and were created.”

The ScrThe Scroll and the Lamboll and the Lamb

Then I saw in the right hand of Him who sat on
the throne a scroll written within and on the back,

sealed with seven seals. 22 And I saw a strong angel
proclaiming with a loud voice, “Who is worthy to open
the scroll and to break its seals?” 33 But no one in heav-
en or on earth or under the earth was able to open
the scroll or to look in it. 44 I began to weep loudly, be-
cause no one was found worthy to open and read the
scroll, or to look in it. 55 Then one of the elders said to
me, “Do not weep. Look! The Lion of the tribe of Judah,

† Isa 6:3.
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the Root of David, has triumphed. He is able to open
the scroll and to loose its seven seals.”

66 I saw a Lamb in the midst of the throne and of the
four living creatures, and in the midst of the elders,
standing as though it had been slain, having seven
horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of
God, sent out into all the earth. 77 He came and took
the scroll out of the right hand of Him who sat on the
throne. 88 When He had taken the scroll, the four living
creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before
the Lamb, each one having a harp, and golden bowls
full of incense, which are the prayers of saints. 99 And
they sang a new song, saying:
“You are worthy to take the scroll,
and to open its seals;

for You were slain,
and have redeemed us to God by Your blood
out of every tribe and tongue and people and na-

tion,
1010 and have made us kings and priests unto our God;
and we shall reign on the earth.”

1111 Then I looked, and I heard around the throne and
the living creatures and the elders the voices of many
angels, numbering ten thousand times ten thousand,
and thousands of thousands, 1212 saying with a loud
voice:
“Worthy is the Lamb who was slain,
to receive power and riches and wisdom and

strength
and honor and glory and blessing!”

1313 Then I heard every creature which is in heaven and
on the earth and under the earth and in the sea, and
all that are in them, saying:
“To Him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb
be blessing and honor and glory and power,

forever and ever!”
1414 The four living creatures said, “Amen.” And the twen-
ty-four elders fell down and worshipped Him who lives
forever and ever.

The SealsThe Seals

I saw when the Lamb opened one of the seals.
Then I heard one of the four living creatures say-

ing, with voice like thunder, “Come and see.” 22 And I
looked, and there before me was a white horse. He
who sat on it had a bow. And a crown was given to
him, and he went forth conquering that he might
overcome.

33 When He opened the second seal, I heard the sec-
ond living creature say, “Come and see.” 44 Then anoth-
er horse that was red went forth. Power was given to
him who sat on it to take peace from the earth, caus-
ing people to kill one another. Then a great sword was
given to him.

55 When He opened the third seal, I heard the third
living creature say, “Come!” I looked, and there was a
black horse, and he who sat on it had a pair of scales
in his hand. 66 Then I heard a voice in the midst of the

four living creatures saying, “A quart †† of wheat for a
day’s wages, and three quarts of barley for a day’s
wages, †††† and do not harm the oil and the wine.”

77 When He opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice
of the fourth living creature say, “Come!” 88 So I looked,
and there was a pale horse, and the name of him who
sat on it was Death, and Hades followed him. Power
over a fourth of the earth was given to them, to kill
with sword, with hunger, with death, and by the
beasts of the earth.

99 When He opened the fifth seal, I saw under the al-
tar the souls of those who had been slain for the word
of God and for the testimony they had held. 1010 They
cried out with a loud voice, “How long, O Sovereign
Lord, holy and true, until You judge and avenge our
blood on those who dwell on the earth?” 1111 Then a
white robe was given to each of them, and they were
told to rest a little longer, until the number of their fel-
low servants and brothers should be completed, who
would be killed as they were.

1212 I watched as He opened the sixth seal. And sud-
denly there was a great earthquake. The sun became
black, like sackcloth made from goat hair, and the
moon became like blood. 1313 And the stars of heaven
fell to the earth, as a fig tree drops its unripe figs
when it is shaken by a strong wind. 1414 Then the heav-
ens receded like a scroll when it is rolled up, and every
mountain and island was removed from its place.

1515 Then the kings of the earth and the great men and
the rich men and the commanding officers and the
strong and everyone, slave and free, hid themselves in
the caves and in the rocks of the mountains. 1616 They
said to the mountains and rocks, “Fall on us, and hide
us from the face of Him who sits on the throne, and
from the wrath of the Lamb, 1717 for the great day of His
wrath has come. Who is able to withstand it?” ‡‡

The 144,000 of IsrThe 144,000 of Israel Sealedael Sealed

Then I saw four angels standing at the four cor-
ners of the earth, holding the four winds of the

earth, that the wind would not blow on the earth or on
the sea or on any tree. 22 And I saw another angel as-
cending from the east, having the seal of the living
God. He cried out with a loud voice to the four angels
who had been given power to harm the earth and the
sea, 33 saying, “Do not harm the earth or the sea or the
trees, until we have sealed the servants of our God on
their foreheads.” 44 Then I heard the number of those
who were sealed, one hundred and forty-four thou-
sand out of every tribe of the children of Israel:

55 Twelve thousand from the tribe of Judah were
sealed,

twelve throusand from the tribe of Reuben were
sealed,

twelve thousand from the tribe of Gad were sealed,

† Gk. a choenix, or a kilogram. †† Gk. a denarius. ‡ Ho
10:8.
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66 twelve thousand from the tribe of Asher were
sealed,

twelve thousand from the tribe of Naphtali were
sealed,

twelve thousand from the tribe of Manasseh were
sealed,

77 twelve thousand from the tribe of Simeon were
sealed,

twelve thousand from the tribe of Levi were sealed,
twelve thousand from the tribe of Issachar were

sealed,
88 twelve thousand from the tribe of Zebulun were

sealed,
twelve thousand from the tribe of Joseph were

sealed,
and twelve thousand from the tribe of Benjamin

were sealed.

The Multitude FrThe Multitude From Every Nationom Every Nation
99 Then I looked. And there was a great multitude

which no one could count, from all nations and tribes
and peoples and tongues, standing before the throne
and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, with
palm branches in their hands. 1010 They cried out with a
loud voice:
“Salvation belongs to our God
who sits on the throne,
and to the Lamb!”

1111 All the angels stood around the throne and the el-
ders and the four living creatures and fell on their
faces before the throne and worshipped God, 1212 say-
ing:
“Amen!
Blessing and glory
and wisdom and thanksgiving and honor
and power and might
be to our God forever and ever!
Amen.”

1313 Then one of the elders asked me, “Who are these
clothed in white robes, and where did they come
from?”

1414 I said to him, “Sir, you know.”
He said to me, “These are those who came out of

great tribulation and washed their robes and made
them white in the blood of the Lamb. 1515 Therefore,
they are before the throne of God,
and serve Him day and night in His temple.

And He who sits on the throne
will dwell among them.

1616 ‘They shall neither hunger any more,
nor shall they thirst any more;

the sun shall not strike them,’ ††

nor any scorching heat;
1717 for the Lamb who is in the midst of the throne
will shepherd them

and ‘He will lead them to springs of living water.’ ††††

† Isa 49:10. †† Isa 49:10.

‘And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.’
‡‡”

The SeThe Seventh Sealventh Seal

When He opened the seventh seal, there was si-
lence in heaven for about half an hour.

22 And I saw the seven angels who stand before God,
and seven trumpets were given to them.

33 Another angel, having a golden censer, came and
stood at the altar. He was given much incense to offer
with the prayers of all the saints on the golden altar
which was before the throne. 44 The smoke of the in-
cense, with the prayers of the saints, ascended before
God from the angel’s hand. 55 Then the angel took the
censer, filled it with fire from the altar, and threw it on-
to the earth. And there were noises, thundering, light-
ning, and an earthquake.

The TThe Trumpetsrumpets
66 Then the seven angels who had the seven trumpets

prepared themselves to sound them.
77 The first angel sounded, and there followed hail

and fire mixed with blood, and they were thrown upon
the earth. A third of the trees and all the green grass
were burned up.

88 Then the second angel sounded, and something
like a great mountain, burning with fire, was thrown
into the sea. A third of the sea became blood, 99 a third
of the living creatures in the sea died, and a third of
the ships were destroyed.

1010 The third angel sounded, and a great star from
heaven, burning like a torch, fell on a third of the
rivers and on the springs of waters. 1111 The name of this
star is Wormwood. A third of the waters became
wormwood, and many men died from the waters, be-
cause they were made bitter.

1212 The fourth angel sounded, and a third of the sun
was struck, and a third of the moon, and a third of the
stars, so that a third of them were darkened. A third of
the day had no light, and likewise a third of the night.

1313 Then I watched, and I heard an angel flying
through the midst of heaven, saying with a loud voice,
“Woe, woe, woe to the inhabitants of the earth, be-
cause of the other trumpet blasts of the three angels,
who are yet to sound!”

The fifth angel sounded, and I saw a star fallen
from heaven to the earth. The star was given the

key to the bottomless pit. 22 He opened the bottomless
pit, and smoke ascended from the pit, like the smoke
of a great furnace. The sun and the air were darkened
by the smoke from the pit. 33 And out of the smoke lo-
custs came upon the earth. Power was given them as
the scorpions of the earth have power. 44 They were
commanded not to harm the grass of the earth, or any
green thing, or any tree, but only those men who did
not have the seal of God on their foreheads. 55 They

‡ Isa 25:8.
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were given authority, not to kill them, but to torment
them for five months. Their torment was like the tor-
ment of a scorpion when it stings a man. 66 In those
days men will seek death but will not find it. They will
desire to die, but death will elude them.

77 The shape of the locusts was like horses prepared
for battle. On their heads were something like crowns
of gold, and their faces were like faces of men. 88 They
had hair like the hair of women, and their teeth were
like the teeth of lions. 99 They had breastplates like
breastplates of iron, and the sound of their wings was
like the sound of chariots with many horses running to
battle. 1010 They had tails like scorpions and stings in
their tails. Their power was to hurt men for five
months. 1111 They had as king over them the angel of
the bottomless pit, whose name in Hebrew is Abad-
don, and in Greek his name is Apollyon. ††

1212 The first woe is past. Now, two more woes are yet
to come.

1313 The sixth angel sounded, and I heard a voice from
the four horns of the golden altar which is before God,
1414 saying to the sixth angel who had the trumpet, “Re-
lease the four angels who are bound at the great Eu-
phrates River.” 1515 And the four angels, who had been
prepared for the hour and day and month and year,
were released to kill a third of mankind. 1616 The army of
horsemen numbered two hundred million. I heard
their number.

1717 Thus I saw the horses in the vision: Those who sat
on them had breastplates of fiery red, hyacinth blue,
and sulfur yellow. The heads of the horses were like
the heads of lions, and out of their mouths came fire
and smoke and brimstone. 1818 A third of mankind was
killed by these three plagues—by the fire and by the
smoke and by the brimstone, which came out of their
mouths. 1919 The power of the horses is in their mouths
and in their tails. For their tails are like serpents, with
heads by which they inflict injury.

2020 The rest of mankind, who were not killed by these
plagues, did not repent of the works of their hands.
They did not cease to worship demons, and idols of
gold, silver, brass, stone, and wood, which cannot see
nor hear nor walk. 2121 Nor did they repent of their mur-
ders or their magical arts or their sexual immorality or
their thefts.

The Angel and the Little ScrThe Angel and the Little Scrolloll

Then I saw another mighty angel coming down
from heaven, clothed with a cloud and a rain-

bow on his head. His face was like the sun, and his feet
like pillars of fire. 22 He had a little scroll open in his
hand. He set his right foot on the sea and his left foot
on the land, 33 and cried out with a loud voice, like a li-
on roaring. When he cried out, seven thunders sound-
ed their voices. 44 And when the seven thunders sound-
ed their voices, I was about to write, but I heard a
voice from heaven saying to me, “Seal up those things

† Or a Destroyer.

which the seven thunders said, and do not write
them.”

55 The angel whom I saw standing on the sea and on
the earth lifted up his hand to heaven 66 and swore by
Him who lives forever and ever, who created heaven
and the things that are in them, and the earth and the
things that are in it, and the sea and the things that
are in it, that there should be no more delay. 77 But in
the days when the seventh angel is about to sound,
the mystery of God will be fulfilled, as He has declared
to His servants the prophets.

88 Then the voice which I heard from heaven spoke to
me again and said, “Go, take the little scroll which is
open in the hand of the angel who is standing on the
sea and on the earth.”

99 So I went to the angel and said to him, “Give me the
little scroll.” He said to me, “Take it and eat it. ‘It will
turn your stomach sour, but in your mouth it will be as
sweet as honey.’ ††††” 1010 I took the little scroll from the an-
gel’s hand and ate it. It was as sweet as honey in my
mouth, but when I had eaten it, my stomach turned
sour. 1111 Then he said to me, “You must prophesy again
about many peoples and nations and tongues and
kings.”

The TThe Two Witnesseswo Witnesses

I was given a reed like a measuring rod. The an-
gel stood, saying, “Rise and measure the temple

of God and the altar, and those who worship in it. 22 But
exclude the court which is outside the temple, and do
not measure it, for it has been given to the nations.
They will trample on the Holy City for forty-two
months. 33 And I will give power to my two witnesses,
and they will prophesy for one thousand two hundred
and sixty days, clothed in sackcloth.” 44 These are the
two olive trees and the two candlesticks standing be-
fore the God of the earth. ‡‡55 If anyone desires to harm
them, fire proceeds out of their mouth and devours
their enemies. If anyone desires to harm them, he
must be killed in this way. 66 They have power to shut
heaven, that it may not rain during the days of their
prophecy. They have power over waters to turn them
into blood and to strike the earth with every plague as
often as they desire.

77 When they have finished their testimony, the beast
that ascends from the bottomless pit will wage war
against them and overcome them and kill them.
88 Their dead bodies will lie in the street of the great
city, which spiritually is called Sodom and Egypt,
where also our Lord was crucified. 99 Those from every
people and tribe and tongue and nation will see their
dead bodies for three and a half days, and will not al-
low their dead bodies to be put in graves. 1010 Those
who dwell on the earth will rejoice over them and
make merry and send gifts to one another, because
these two prophets tormented those who dwell on the
earth.

†† Eze 3:3. ‡ Zec 4:3, 11, 14.
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1111 After the three and a half days, the breath †† of life
from God entered them, and they stood on their feet,
and great fear fell on those who saw them. 1212 Then
they heard a loud voice from heaven saying to them,
“Come up here!” And they ascended to heaven in a
cloud, while their enemies watched them.

1313 At that same hour there was a great earthquake,
and a tenth of the city fell. Seven thousand men were
killed in the earthquake, and the remnant were fright-
ened and gave glory to the God of heaven.

1414 The second woe is past. Listen, the third woe is
coming quickly.

The SeThe Seventh Tventh Trumpetrumpet
1515 The seventh angel sounded, and there were loud

voices in heaven, saying:
“The kingdoms of the world have become
the kingdoms of our Lord, and of His Christ,
and He shall reign forever and ever.”

1616 And the twenty-four elders, who sat before God on
their thrones, fell on their faces and worshipped God,
1717 saying:
“We give You thanks, O Lord God Almighty,
who is and was and who is to come,

because You have taken Your great power
and begun to reign.

1818 The nations were angry,
and Your wrath has come,

and the time has come for the dead to be judged,
and to reward Your servants the prophets

and the saints and those who fear Your name,
small and great,

and to destroy those who destroy the earth.”
1919 Then the temple of God was opened in heaven,

and the ark of His covenant was seen in His temple.
And there came lightning, noises, thundering, an
earthquake, and great hail.

The WThe Woman and the Droman and the Dragonagon

A great sign appeared in heaven: a woman
clothed with the sun, with the moon under her

feet, and on her head a crown of twelve stars. 22 She
was with child and cried out in labor and in pain to
give birth. 33 Then another sign appeared in heaven:
There was a great red dragon with seven heads and
ten horns, and seven diadems on his heads. 44 His tail
drew a third of the stars of heaven, and threw them to
the earth. The dragon stood before the woman who
was ready to give birth, to devour her Child as soon as
He was born. 55 She gave birth to a male Child, “who
was to rule all nations with an iron scepter.” †††† And her
Child was caught up to God and to His throne. 66 The
woman fled into the wilderness where she has a place
prepared by God, that they may nourish her there for
one thousand two hundred and sixty days.

† Eze 37:5–14. †† Ps 2:9.

77 Then war broke out in heaven. Michael and his an-
gels fought against the dragon, and the dragon and
his angels fought, 88 but they did not prevail, nor was
there a place for them in heaven any longer. 99 The
great dragon was cast out, that ancient serpent called
the Devil and Satan, who deceives the whole world. He
was cast down to the earth, and his angels were cast
down with him.

1010 Then I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying:
“Now the salvation and the power and the kingdom

of our God
and the authority of His Christ have come,

for the accuser of our brothers,
who accused them before our God day and night,
has been cast down.

1111 They overcame him
by the blood of the Lamb
and by the word of their testimony,

and they loved not their lives
unto the death.

1212 Therefore rejoice, O heavens,
and you who dwell in them!

Woe unto the inhabitants of the earth and the sea!
For the devil has come down to you

in great wrath,
because he knows that his time is short.”

1313 When the dragon saw that he was cast down to
the earth, he persecuted the woman who gave birth to
the male Child. 1414 The woman was given two wings of
a great eagle, that she might fly into the wilderness to
her place, where she is to be nourished for a time and
times and half a time, from the presence of the ser-
pent. 1515 Then the serpent spewed water out of his
mouth like a flood after the woman, that he might
cause her to be carried away by the flood. 1616 But the
earth helped the woman. The earth opened its mouth
and swallowed the flood which the dragon spewed out
of his mouth. 1717 Then the dragon was angry with the
woman, and he went to wage war with the remnant of
her offspring, who keep the commandments of God
and have the testimony of Jesus Christ.

The TThe Two Beastswo Beasts

I stood on the sand of the sea. And I saw a
beast rising out of the sea, having seven heads

and ten horns, with ten crowns on his horns, and blas-
phemous names on his heads. 22 The beast which I saw
was like a leopard. His feet were like those of a bear,
and his mouth like the mouth of a lion. The dragon
gave him his power and his throne and great authori-
ty. 33 I saw one of his heads as if it was mortally wound-
ed, but his deadly wound was healed, and the whole
world marveled and followed the beast. 44 They wor-
shipped the dragon who gave authority to the beast.
And they worshipped the beast, saying, “Who is like
the beast? Who is able to wage war with him?”

55 He was given a mouth speaking great things and
blasphemies. And he was given authority to wage war
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for forty-two months. 66 He opened his mouth to speak
blasphemies against God, to blaspheme His name and
His tabernacle and those who dwell in heaven. 77 It was
granted to him to wage war with the saints and to
overcome them. And authority was given him over
every tribe and tongue and nation. 88 All who dwell on
the earth will worship him, all whose names have not
been written in the Book of Life of the Lamb who was
slain from the foundation of the world.

99 If anyone has an ear, let him hear:
1010 “He who is to be taken captive,
into captivity he shall go;

he who kills with the sword,
with the sword he must be killed.” ††

Here is a call for the patience and the faith of the
saints.

1111 Then I saw another beast rising out of the earth.
He had two horns like a lamb and he spoke like a
dragon. 1212 He exercises all the authority of the first
beast in his presence and causes the earth and those
who dwell on it to worship the first beast, whose dead-
ly wound was healed. 1313 He performs great signs, mak-
ing fire come down from heaven on the earth in the
sight of men. 1414 He deceives those who dwell on the
earth by the signs which he was granted to do in the
presence of the beast, telling those who dwell on the
earth to make an image to the beast who was wound-
ed by a sword and lived. 1515 He was allowed to give
breath to the image of the beast, that the image of the
beast should both speak and cause as many as would
not worship the image of the beast to be killed. 1616 He
causes all, both small and great, both rich and poor,
both free and slave, to receive a mark on their right
hand or on their forehead, 1717 so that no one may buy
or sell, except he who has the mark or the name of the
beast or the number of his name.

1818 Here is a call for wisdom: Let him who has under-
standing calculate the number of the beast. It is the
number of a man. His number is six hundred and six-
ty-six.

The Lamb and the 144,000The Lamb and the 144,000

Then I looked. The Lamb was standing on
Mount Zion and with Him one hundred and

forty-four thousand having His Father’s name written
on their foreheads. 22 And I heard a sound from heav-
en, like the sound of many waters and like the sound
of a great thunder. I heard the sound of harpists play-
ing their harps. 33 They sang a new song before the
throne and before the four living creatures and the el-
ders. No one could learn that song except the one
hundred and forty-four thousand who were redeemed
from the earth. 44 These are those who were not defiled
with women, for they are virgins. These are those who
follow the Lamb wherever He goes. These were re-
deemed from among men, as first fruits to God and to

† Jer 15:2.

the Lamb. 55 No lie was found in their mouths, for they
are without fault before the throne of God.

The Messages of the ThrThe Messages of the Three Angelsee Angels
66 Then I saw another angel flying in the midst of

heaven, having the eternal gospel to preach to those
who dwell on the earth, to every nation and tribe and
tongue and people. 77 He said with a loud voice, “Fear
God and give Him glory, for the hour of His judgment
has come. Worship Him who made heaven and earth,
the sea and the springs of water.”

88 Another angel followed, saying, “‘Fallen! Fallen is
Babylon, that Great City,’ †††† because she made all the
nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her sexual
immorality.”

99 A third angel followed them, saying with a loud
voice, “If anyone worships the beast and his image
and receives his mark on his forehead or on his hand,
1010 he also shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God,
which is poured out in full strength into the cup of His
anger. He shall be tormented with fire and brimstone
in the presence of the holy angels and in the presence
of the Lamb. 1111 The smoke of their torment will ascend
forever and ever. They have no rest day or night, who
worship the beast and his image and whoever re-
ceives the mark of his name.” 1212 Here is the patience of
the saints; here are those who keep the command-
ments of God and the faith of Jesus.

1313 Then I heard a voice from heaven saying to me,
“Write: Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from
now on.”

“Yes,” says the Spirit, “that they may rest from their
labors, for their works follow them.”

The Harvest of the EarthThe Harvest of the Earth
1414 I looked. And there was a white cloud, and on the

cloud sat One like a Son of Man, having on his head a
golden crown, and in His hand a sharp sickle. 1515 Then
another angel came out of the temple, crying with a
loud voice to Him who sat on the cloud, “Thrust in
Your sickle and reap. The time has come for You to
reap, for the harvest of the earth is ripe.” 1616 So He who
sat on the cloud thrust His sickle on the earth, and the
earth was harvested.

1717 Another angel came out of the temple which is in
heaven. He also had a sharp sickle. 1818 Yet another an-
gel who had authority over fire came out from the al-
tar. He cried with a loud voice to him who had the
sharp sickle, saying, “Thrust in your sharp sickle and
gather the clusters of the vine of the earth, for her
grapes are fully ripe.” 1919 The angel thrust his sickle into
the earth and gathered the vintage of the earth, and
threw it into the great winepress of the wrath of God.
2020 The winepress was trampled outside the city, and
blood came out of the winepress, up to the horses’ bri-
dles, for one hundred and eighty-six miles. ‡‡

†† Isa 21:9. ‡ Gk. 1,600 stadia or 300 kilometers.
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The Angels With the Last PlaguesThe Angels With the Last Plagues

I saw another great and marvelous sign in
heaven: seven angels having the seven last

plagues, for in them the wrath of God is complete.
22 And I saw what looked like a sea of glass mixed with
fire, and those who have the victory over the beast,
over his image and over his mark and over the num-
ber of his name, standing on the sea of glass, having
harps of God. 33 They sang the song of Moses, the ser-
vant of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying:
“Great and marvelous are Your works,
Lord God Almighty!

Just and true are Your ways,
O King of saints!

44 Who shall not fear You, O Lord,
and glorify Your name?

For You alone are holy.
All nations shall come
and worship before You,

for Your judgments have been revealed.” ††
55 After this I looked. And now the temple of the

tabernacle of the testimony in heaven was opened.
66 The seven angels came out of the temple with the
seven plagues. They were clothed in pure, bright linen,
having their chests wrapped with golden sashes.
77 Then one of the four living creatures gave to the sev-
en angels seven golden bowls full of the wrath of God,
who lives forever and ever. 88 And the temple was filled
with smoke from the glory of God and from His power.
No one was able to enter the temple until the seven
plagues of the seven angels were completed.

The SeThe Seven Boven Bowls of God’wls of God’s Ws Wrrathath

Then I heard a loud voice from the temple say-
ing to the seven angels, “Go, pour out the bowls

of the wrath of God on the earth.”
22 The first went and poured out his bowl on the

earth, and foul and grievous sores came on the men
who had the mark of the beast and those who wor-
shipped his image.

33 The second angel poured out his bowl on the sea. It
became like the blood of a dead man, and every living
creature in the sea died.

44 The third angel poured out his bowl on the rivers
and springs of water, and they became blood. 55 Then I
heard the angel of the waters saying:
“You are righteous, O Lord,
who is and was and who is to be,
because You have judged these things.

66 For they have shed the blood of saints and
prophets,

and You have given them blood to drink. It is what
they deserve!”
77 And I heard another from the altar saying:
“Yes, Lord God Almighty,

† Phrases from Ps 111:2–3; Dt 32:4; Jer 10:7; Ps 86:9; 98:2.

true and righteous are Your judgments.”
88 The fourth angel poured out his bowl on the sun,

and power was given to him to scorch men with fire.
99 Men were scorched with great heat, and they blas-
phemed the name of God who has power over these
plagues, and they did not repent and give Him glory.

1010 The fifth angel poured out his bowl on the throne
of the beast, and his kingdom was filled with darkness.
They gnawed their tongues because of the anguish,
1111 and blasphemed the God of heaven because of their
pains and their sores, and did not repent of their
deeds.

1212 The sixth angel poured out his bowl on the great
Euphrates River, and its water was dried up, to pre-
pare the way for the kings from the East. 1313 Then I saw
three unclean spirits like frogs coming out of the
mouth of the dragon, out of the mouth of the beast,
and out of the mouth of the false prophet. 1414 For they
are spirits of demons, performing signs, who go out to
the kings of the earth and of the whole world, to gath-
er them to the battle of that great day of God
Almighty.

1515 “Look, I am coming as a thief. Blessed is he who
watches and keeps his garments on, lest he walk
naked and his shame be exposed.”

1616 They gathered them together to the place which in
Hebrew is called Armageddon.

1717 The seventh angel poured out his bowl into the air,
and a loud voice came out of the temple of heaven,
from the throne, saying, “It is done!” 1818 And there were
noises and thundering and lightning and a great
earthquake, such a mighty and great earthquake, as
had never occurred since men were on the earth.
1919 The great city was divided into three parts, and the
cities of the nations fell. Babylon the Great was re-
membered before God, to give to her the cup of the
wine of the fierceness of His wrath. 2020 Every island fled
away, and the mountains were not found. 2121 Great hail,
about the weight of a hundred pounds, †††† fell from
heaven upon man. Men blasphemed God because of
the plague of the hail, because that plague was so se-
vere.

The GrThe Great Harlot and the Beasteat Harlot and the Beast

One of the seven angels who had the seven
bowls came and talked with me, saying to me,

“Come, I will show you the judgment of the great pros-
titute who sits on many waters, 22 with whom the kings
of the earth committed adultery, and the inhabitants
of the earth were made drunk with the wine of her
sexual immorality.”

33 Then he carried me away in the Spirit into the
wilderness. I saw a woman sitting on a scarlet beast
which was full of blasphemous names, having seven
heads and ten horns. 44 The woman was arrayed in pur-
ple and scarlet, and adorned with gold and precious
stones and pearls, having in her hand a golden cup

†† Or 45 kilograms.
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full of abominations and the filth of her sexual im-
morality. 55 On her forehead a name was written:

MYSTERY,
BABYLON THE GREAT,

THE MOTHER OF PROSTITUTES
AND OF THE ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.

66 I saw the woman, drunk with the blood of the saints
and with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus.

When I saw her, I marveled greatly. 77 Then the angel
said to me, “Why do you marvel? I will tell you the
mystery of the woman and of the beast that carries
her, which has the seven heads and the ten horns.
88 The beast, which you saw, was, and is not, and is to
ascend out of the bottomless pit and go to destruc-
tion. Those who dwell on the earth whose names are
not written in the Book of Life from the foundation of
the world will marvel when they see the beast that
was, and is not, and is to come.

99 “Here is the mind which has wisdom: The seven
heads are seven mountains on which the woman sits.
1010 They are also seven kings. Five have fallen, one is,
the other has not yet come; and when he comes, he
must remain a little while. 1111 Concerning the beast who
was, and is not, he is the eighth, and is of the seven,
and is going to destruction.

1212 “The ten horns which you saw are ten kings who
have received no kingdom yet, but they will receive au-
thority as kings for one hour with the beast. 1313 These
are of one mind and will give their power and authori-
ty to the beast. 1414 These will wage war with the Lamb,
but the Lamb will overcome them, for He is Lord of
lords and King of kings. Those who are with Him are
called and chosen and faithful.”

1515 Then he said to me, “The waters which you saw,
where the prostitute sits, are peoples and multitudes
and nations and tongues. 1616 These ten horns and the
beast which you saw will hate the prostitute; they will
make her desolate and naked, and devour her flesh,
and burn her with fire. 1717 For God has put in their
hearts to fulfill His will, and to be of one mind, and to
give their kingdom to the beast, until the words of
God are fulfilled. 1818 The woman whom you saw is that
great city, which reigns over the kings of the earth.”

The Fall of BabThe Fall of Babylonylon

After this I saw another angel coming down
from heaven, having great authority, and the

earth was illuminated with his glory. 22 He cried out
mightily with a loud voice, saying:
“‘Fallen! Fallen is Babylon the Great!’ ††

She has become a dwelling place of demons,
a haunt for every unclean spirit,
and a haunt for every unclean and hateful bird.

33 For all the nations have drunk
of the wine of the wrath of her sexual immorality,

the kings of the earth have committed adultery with
her,

† Isa 21:9.

and the merchants of the earth have become rich
through the
abundance of her luxury.”

44 Then I heard another voice from heaven saying:
“‘Come out of her, my people,’ ††††

lest you partake in her sins,
and lest you receive her plagues.

55 For her sins have reached up to heaven,
and God has remembered her iniquities.

66 Render to her as she has rendered to you,
and repay her double for her deeds;
in the cup which she has mixed, mix a double por-

tion for her.
77 To the extent that she glorified herself and lived lux-

uriously,
so give her torment and sorrow;

for in her heart she says,
‘I sit as a queen, and am no widow,
and will see no sorrow.’ ‡‡

88 Therefore her plagues will come in one day—
death and mourning and famine.

And she will be utterly burned with fire,
for strong is the Lord God who judges her.

99 “The kings of the earth, who have committed adul-
tery and lived luxuriously with her, will weep and
mourn over her when they see the smoke of her burn-
ing. 1010 Standing far off for the fear of her torment, they
will say:
‘Alas, alas for that great city,
that mighty city, Babylon!

In one hour your judgment has come.’
1111 “The merchants of the earth will weep and mourn

over her, for no one buys their merchandise any more:
1212 the merchandise of gold, silver, precious stones and
pearls, fine linen, purple, silk and scarlet, all kinds of
scented wood, all artifacts of ivory, all merchandise of
costly wood, bronze, iron, and marble; 1313 and cinna-
mon and incense, myrrh and frankincense, wine, oil,
fine flour and wheat, cattle and sheep, horses and
chariots, and slaves and souls of men.

1414 ‘The fruit that your soul lusted after
has departed from you,

and all the things which graceful and exquisite
have departed from you,
and you shall never find them.’

1515 “The merchants of these things, who gained
wealth by her, will stand far off for fear of her torment,
weeping and wailing, 1616 and saying:
‘Alas, alas, that great city,
that was arrayed in fine linen, in purple and scarlet,
and decked with gold and precious stones and

pearls!
1717 In one hour such great riches came to nothing!’
“All sea captains and seafaring men, sailors and all

who trade by sea, stood far off, 1818 and cried out when
they saw the smoke of her burning, saying, ‘What city

†† Jer 51:45. ‡ Isa 47:7–8.
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is like this great city?’ 1919 They threw dust on their heads
and cried out, weeping and wailing, and saying:
‘Alas, alas, that great city,
in which all who had ships in the sea
grew rich from her wealth!

In one hour she has been laid waste!’
2020 “Rejoice over her, O heaven
and saints and apostles and prophets,

for God has avenged you against her.”
2121 Then a mighty angel took up a stone like a great

millstone and threw it into the sea, saying:
“With such violence
shall that great city Babylon be thrown down,
and shall be found no more.

2222 The sound of harpists and musicians, flute players
and trumpeters,

shall not be heard in you any more.
No craftsman of any craft
shall be found in you any more,

and the sound of a millstone
shall not be heard in you any more.

2323 The light of a lamp
shall shine in you no more,

and the voice of bridegroom and of bride
shall be heard in you no more.

For your merchants were the great men of the earth,
and all nations were deceived by your sorcery.

2424 In her was found the blood of prophets and of
saints

and of all who were slain on the earth.”
After these things I heard a great sound of
many people in heaven, shouting:

“Alleluia!
Salvation and glory and honor and power belong to

the Lord our God!
22 For true and righteous are His judgments,

because He has judged the great prostitute
who corrupted the earth with her sexual immorality;

and He has avenged on her the blood of His ser-
vants.”
33 Again they said:
“Alleluia!
Her smoke rises forever and ever.”
44 The twenty-four elders and the four living creatures

fell down and worshipped God who sat on the throne,
saying:
“Amen! Alleluia!”

The Marriage Supper of the LambThe Marriage Supper of the Lamb
55 Then a voice came from the throne, saying:

“Praise our God,
all you His servants

and those who fear Him,
both small and great!”

66 Then I heard something like the sound like a great
multitude, as the sound of many waters and as the
sound of mighty thunderings, saying:
“Alleluia!

For the Lord God Omnipotent reigns!
77 Let us be glad and rejoice
and give Him glory,

for the marriage of the Lamb has come,
and His wife has made herself ready.

88 It was granted her to be arrayed in fine linen,
clean and white.”

Fine linen is the righteous deeds of the saints.
99 Then he said to me, “Write: Blessed are those who

are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb.” And
he said to me, “These are the true sayings of God.”

1010 I fell at his feet to worship him. But he said to me,
“See that you not do that. I am your fellow servant,
and of your brothers who hold the testimony of Jesus.
Worship God! For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of
prophecy.”

The Rider on the White HorseThe Rider on the White Horse
1111 I saw heaven opened. And there was a white

horse. He who sat on it is called Faithful and True, and
in righteousness He judges and wages war. 1212 His eyes
are like a flame of fire, and on His head are many
crowns. He has a name written, that no one knows but
He Himself. 1313 He is clothed with a robe dipped in
blood. His name is called The Word of God. 1414 The
armies in heaven, clothed in fine linen, white and
clean, followed Him on white horses. 1515 Out of His
mouth proceeds a sharp sword, with which He may
strike the nations. “He shall rule them with an iron
scepter.” †† He treads the winepress of the fury and
wrath of God the Almighty. 1616 On His robe and on His
thigh He has a name written:

KING OF KINGS
AND LORD OF LORDS.

1717 And I saw an angel standing in the sun, and he
cried with a loud voice to all the birds flying in the
midst of heaven, “Come and gather for the supper of
the great God, 1818 to eat the flesh of kings, the flesh of
commanders, the flesh of strong men, the flesh of
horses and their riders, and the flesh of all men, both
free and slave, both small and great!”

1919 Then I saw the beast and the kings of the earth
with their armies gathered to wage war against Him
who sat on the horse and against His army. 2020 But the
beast was captured and with him the false prophet
who worked signs in his presence, by which he de-
ceived those who received the mark of the beast and
those who worshipped his image. These two were
thrown alive into the lake of fire that burns with brim-
stone. 2121 The remnant were slain with the sword which
proceeded out of the mouth of Him who sat on the
horse. And all the birds gorged themselves with their
flesh.

† Ps 2:9.
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The Thousand YThe Thousand Yearsears

And I saw an angel coming down out of heav-
en, having the key to the bottomless pit and a

great chain in his hand. 22 He seized the dragon, that
ancient serpent, who is the Devil and Satan, and
bound him for a thousand years. 33 He cast him into the
bottomless pit, and shut him up, and set a seal on
him, that he should deceive the nations no more, until
the thousand years were ended. After that he must be
set free for a little while.

44 I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and the au-
thority to judge was given to them. And I saw the
souls of those who had been beheaded for their wit-
ness of Jesus and for the word of God. They had not
worshipped the beast or his image, and had not re-
ceived his mark on their foreheads or on their hands.
They came to life and reigned with Christ for a thou-
sand years. 55 The rest of the dead did not come to life
until the thousand years were ended. This is the first
resurrection. 66 Blessed and holy is he who takes part in
the first resurrection. Over these the second death has
no power, but they shall be priests of God and of
Christ and shall reign with Him a thousand years.

The Defeat of SatanThe Defeat of Satan
77 When the thousand years are ended, Satan will be

set free from his prison 88 and will go out to deceive the
nations which are in the four corners of the earth, Gog
and Magog, to gather them for battle. Their number is
like the sand of the sea. 99 They traveled the breadth of
the earth and surrounded the camp of the saints and
the beloved city. But fire came down from God out of
heaven and devoured them. 1010 The devil, who deceived
them, was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone
where the beast and the false prophet were. They will
be tormented day and night forever and ever.

The GrThe Great White Threat White Throne Judgmentone Judgment
1111 Then I saw a great white throne and Him who was

seated on it. From His face the earth and the heavens
fled away, and no place was found for them. 1212 And I
saw the dead, small and great, standing before God.
Books were opened. Then another book was opened,
which is the Book of Life. The dead were judged ac-
cording to their works as recorded in the books. 1313 The
sea gave up the dead who were in it, and Death and
Hades delivered up the dead who were in them. And
they were judged, each one by his works. 1414 Then
Death and Hades were cast into the lake of fire. This is
the second death. 1515 Anyone whose name was not
found written in the Book of Life was cast into the lake
of fire.

The NeThe New Heaven and the New Heaven and the New Earthw Earth

Then I saw “a new heaven and a new earth.” ††

For the first heaven and the first earth had

passed away, and there was no more sea. 22 I, John, saw
the Holy City, the New Jerusalem, coming down out of
heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her
husband. 33 And I heard a loud voice from heaven, say-
ing, “Look! The tabernacle of God is with men, and He
will dwell with them. They shall be His people, and
God Himself will be with them and be their God. 44 ‘God
shall wipe away all tears from their eyes. There shall
be no more death.’ †††† Neither shall there be any more
sorrow nor crying nor pain, for the former things have
passed away.”

55 He who was seated on the throne said, “Look! I am
making all things new.” Then He said to me, “Write, for
these words are faithful and true.”

66 He said to me, “It is done. I am the Alpha and the
Omega, the Beginning and the End. I will give of the
spring of the water of life to him who thirsts. 77 He who
overcomes shall inherit all things, and I will be his God
and he shall be My son. ‡‡88 But the cowardly, the unbe-
lieving, the abominable, the murderers, the sexually
immoral, the sorcerers, the idolaters, and all liars shall
have their portion in the lake which burns with fire
and brimstone. This is the second death.”

The NeThe New Jerusalemw Jerusalem
99 One of the seven angels who had the seven bowls

full of the seven last plagues came to me and said to
me, “Come, I will show you the bride, the wife of the
Lamb.” 1010 And he carried me away in the Spirit to a
great and high mountain, and showed me the Holy
City, Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God,
1111 having the glory of God, her light like a most pre-
cious jewel, like a jasper, clear as crystal. 1212 It had a
great, high wall, with twelve gates, and at the gates
twelve angels, and on the gates the names of the
twelve tribes of the sons of Israel were written: 1313 three
gates on the east, three gates on the north, three
gates on the south, and three gates on the west. 1414 The
wall of the city had twelve foundations, and on them
were the names of the twelve apostles of the Lamb.

1515 He who talked with me had a golden rod to mea-
sure the city and its gates and wall. 1616 The city lies as a
square, its length as long as its width. He measured
the city with the rod: one thousand four hundred
miles. ‡†‡† Its length and breadth and height are equal.
1717 He then measured its wall: two hundred feet ‡‡‡‡ by
the measurement of a man, that is, of an angel. 1818 The
wall was built of jasper and the city was pure gold, as
clear as glass. 1919 The foundations of the wall of the city
were garnished with all kinds of precious jewels. The
first foundation was jasper; the second, sapphire; the
third, chalcedony; the fourth, emerald; 2020 the fifth, sar-
donyx; the sixth, sardius; the seventh, chrysolite; the
eighth, beryl; the ninth, topaz; the tenth, chrysoprase;
the eleventh, jacinth; and the twelfth, amethyst. 2121 The
twelve gates were twelve pearls, each of the gates

† Isa 65:17. †† Isa 25:8. ‡ 2Sa 7:14; Ps 89:26. ‡† Gk.
12,000 stadia, or 2,200 kilometers. ‡‡ 144 cubits, or 65 meters.
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made of a single pearl, and the street of the city was
pure gold, transparent as glass.

2222 I saw no temple in the city, for the Lord God
Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. 2323 The city has
no need of sun or moon to shine in it, for the glory of
God is its light, and its lamp is the Lamb. 2424 And the na-
tions of those who are saved shall walk in its light, and
the kings of the earth shall bring their glory and honor
into it. 2525 Its gates shall never be shut by day, for there
shall be no night there. 2626 They shall bring into it the
glory and the honor of the nations. 2727 No unclean thing
shall ever enter it, nor shall anyone who commits
abomination or falsehood, but only those whose
names are written in the Lamb’s Book of Life.

Then he showed me a pure river of the water of
life, clear as crystal, flowing from the throne of

God and of the Lamb 22 in the middle of its street. On
each side of the river was the tree of life, which bore
twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit each month. The
leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations.
33 There shall be no more curse. The throne of God and
of the Lamb shall be in it, and His servants shall serve
Him. 44 They shall see His face, and His name shall be
on their foreheads. 55 Night shall be no more. They
need no lamp nor the light of the sun, for the Lord
God will give them light. And they shall reign forever
and ever.

The Coming of ChristThe Coming of Christ
66 The angel said to me, “These words are faithful and

true. The Lord God of the holy prophets sent His angel
to show to His servants the things which must soon
take place.”

77 “Look, I am coming soon. Blessed is he who keeps
the words of the prophecy of this book.”

88 I, John, am he who saw and heard these things.
When I heard and saw them, I fell down to worship at
the feet of the angel who showed me these things.

99 But he said to me, “See that you not do that. For I am
your fellow servant, and of your brothers the
prophets, and of those who keep the words of this
book. Worship God!”

1010 Then he said to me, “Do not seal the words of the
prophecy of this book, for the time is at hand. 1111 He
who is unjust, let him be unjust still. He who is filthy,
let him be filthy still. He who is righteous, let him be
righteous still. He who is holy, let him be holy still.”

1212 “Look, I am coming soon! My reward is with Me to
give to each one according to his work. 1313 I am the Al-
pha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End, the
First and the Last.”

1414 Blessed are those who do His commandments,
that they may have the right to the tree of life, and
may enter through the gates into the city. 1515 Outside
are dogs and sorcerers and the sexually immoral and
murderers and idolaters and everyone who loves and
practices a lie.

1616 “I, Jesus, have sent My angel to you with this testi-
mony for the churches. I am the Root and the Off-
spring of David, the Bright and Morning Star.”

1717 The Spirit and the bride say, “Come.” Let him who
hears say, “Come.” Let him who is thirsty come. Let
him who desires take the water of life freely.

1818 I testify to everyone who hears the words of the
prophecy of this book: If anyone adds to these things,
God shall add to him the plagues that are written in
this book. 1919 And if anyone takes away from the words
of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his
part out of the Book of Life and out of the Holy City
and out of the things which are written in this book.

2020 He who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am
coming soon.”

Amen. Even so, come Lord Jesus!
2121 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.

Amen.
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